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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


June 28, 2022 


MR. NOAH SCHEER 


FOIPA Request No.: 1542362-000 
Subject: BRANSTEN, RICHARD 


Dear Mr. Scheer: 


The FBI has completed its search for records subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) that are 
responsive to your request. The enclosed 3,094 pages of records were determined to be responsive to your subject 
and were previously processed and released. Please see the selected paragraphs below for relevant information 
specific to your request as well as the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for standard responses applicable to all 
requests. 


lv In an effort to provide you with responsive records as expeditiously as possible, we are releasing 
documents from previous requests regarding your subject. We consider your request fulfilled. 
Since we relied on previous results, additional records potentially responsive to your subject may 
exist. If this release of previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you may 
request an additional search for records. Submit your request by mail to Initial Processing 
Operations Unit, 200 Constitution Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, or by fax to (540) 868-4997. 
Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your correspondence. 


T Please be advised that additional records responsive to your subject exist. If this release of 
previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you must advise us that you want the 
additional records processed. Please submit your response within thirty (30) days by mail to Initial 
Processing Operations Unit, 200 Constitution Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, or by fax to 
(540) 868-4997.. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number in your correspondence. If we do not 
receive your decision within thirty (30) days of the date of this notification, your request will 
be closed. 


Iv One or more of the enclosed records were transferred to the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA). Although we retained a version of the records previously processed 
pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer in our possession. 


If this release of the previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you may file a 
FOIPA request with NARA at the following address: 


National Archives and Records Administration 
Special Access and FOIA 

8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500 

College Park, MD 20740-6001 


Reference file number 100-HQ-80068 in your correspondence. 
a Records potentially responsive to your request were transferred to the National Archives and 


Records Administration (NARA), and they were not previously processed pursuant to the FOIA. 
You may file a request with NARA using the address above. 


iv One or more of the enclosed records were destroyed. Although we retained a version of the 
records previously processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer in our 
possession. Record retention and disposal is carried out under supervision of the National 
Archives and Records Administration (NARA) , Title 44, United States Code, Section 3301 as 
implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1228; Title 44, United States Code, 
Section 3310 as implemented by Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1229.10. 


T Records potentially responsive to your request were destroyed. Since this material could not be 
reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request. Record retention and disposal is 
carried out under supervision of the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
according to Title 44 United States Code Section 3301, Title 36 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 
Chapter 12 Sub-chapter B Part 1228, and 36 CFR 1229.10. 


Lo Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this release. 


Please refer to the enclosed FBI FOIPA Addendum for additional standard responses applicable to your 
request. “Part 1” of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply to all requests. “Part 2” includes 
additional standard responses that apply to all requests for records about yourself or any third party individuals. 
“Part 3” includes general information about FBI records that you may find useful. Also enclosed is our Explanation 
of Exemptions. 


For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. 


Please be advised that if you are seeking a new search for records, you may wish to narrow the scope of 
your request based on material that you have already received, e.g., timeframe or locality. Additionally, be advised 
that “unusual circumstances” may apply. See 5 U.S.C. § 552 (a)(6)(B)(iii). These “unusual circumstances’ will delay 
our ability to make a determination on your request within 20 days. See 5 U.S.C. § 552 (a)(6)(B). Additionally, the 
payment of pertinent fees may apply to your request. See 5 U.S.C. § 552 (a)(4)(A)(viii). The application of “unusual 
circumstances’ is not a determination of how the FBI will respond to your substantive request. 


If you are not satisfied with the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s determination in response to this request, 
you may administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an appeal through 
OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days of the date of my response to your request. If you submit your appeal by mail, 
both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal." Please cite the 
FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 


You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS). The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National 
Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at 
ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769. Alternatively, 
you may contact the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute 
resolution correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified. 


Sincerely, 


Michael G. Seidel 

Section Chief 

Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 


Information Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


FBI FOIPA Addendum 


As referenced in our letter responding to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, the FBI FOIPA 
Addendum provides information applicable to your request. Part 1 of the Addendum includes standard responses that apply 
to all requests. Part 2 includes standard responses that apply to requests for records about individuals to the extent your 
request seeks the listed information. Part 3 includes general information about FBI records, searches, and programs. 


Part 1: The standard responses below apply to all requests: 


() 


(ii) 


5 U.S.C. § 552(c). Congress excluded three categories of law enforcement and national security records from the 
requirements of the FOIPA [5 U.S.C. § 552(c)]. FBI responses are limited to those records subject to the requirements 
of the FOIPA. Additional information about the FBI and the FOIPA can be found on the www.fbi.gov/foia website. 


Intelligence Records. To the extent your request seeks records of intelligence sources, methods, or activities, the 
FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records pursuant to FOIA exemptions (b)(1), (b)(3), and as applicable to 
requests for records about individuals, PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(1), (b)(3), and (j)(2)]. The mere 
acknowledgment of the existence or nonexistence of such records is itself a classified fact protected by FOIA exemption 
(b)(1) and/or would reveal intelligence sources, methods, or activities protected by exemption (b)(3) [50 USC § 
3024(i)(1)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that any such records do or do not exist. 


Part 2: The standard responses below apply to all requests for records on individuals: 


() 


(ii) 


(iii) 


Requests for Records about any Individual—Watch Lists. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of 
any individual's name on a watch list pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 
552/552a (b)(7)(E), (j)(2)]. This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that watch list records do or 
do not exist. 


Requests for Records about any Individual—Witness Security Program Records. The FBI can neither confirm 
nor deny the existence of records which could identify any participant in the Witness Security Program pursuant to 
FOIA exemption (b)(3) and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(3), 18 U.S.C. 3521, and (j)(2)]. This is a 
standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist. 


Requests for Records for Incarcerated Individuals. The FBI can neither confirm nor deny the existence of records 
which could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any incarcerated individual pursuant to 
FOIA exemptions (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and PA exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. §§ 552/552a (b)(7)(E), (b)(7)(F), and (j)(2)]. 
This is a standard response and should not be read to indicate that such records do or do not exist. 


Part 3: General Information: 


() 


(ii) 


(iii) 


Record Searches and Standard Search Policy. The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for 
reasonably described records by searching systems, such as the Central Records System (CRS), or locations where 
responsive records would reasonably be found. The CRS is an extensive system of records consisting of applicant, 
investigative, intelligence, personnel, administrative, and general files compiled by the FBI per its law enforcement, 
intelligence, and administrative functions. The CRS spans the entire FBI organization, comprising records of FBI 
Headquarters, FBI Field Offices, and FBI Legal Attaché Offices (Legats) worldwide; Electronic Surveillance (ELSUR) 
records are included in the CRS. The standard search policy is a search for main entity records in the CRS. Unless 
specifically requested, a standard search does not include a search for reference entity records, administrative records of 
previous FOIPA requests, or civil litigation files. 


a. Main Entity Records — created for individuals or non-individuals who are the subjects or the 
focus of an investigation 

b. Reference Entity Records- created for individuals or non-individuals who are associated with 
a case but are not known subjects or the focus of an investigation 


FBI Records. Founded in 1908, the FBI carries out a dual law enforcement and national security mission. As part of this 
dual mission, the FBI creates and maintains records on various subjects; however, the FBI does not maintain records on 
every person, subject, or entity. 


Requests for Criminal History Records or Rap Sheets. The Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Division 
provides Identity History Summary Checks — often referred to as a criminal history record or rap sheet. These criminal 
history records are not the same as material in an investigative “FBI file.” An Identity History Summary Check is a 
listing of information taken from fingerprint cards and documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, 
federal employment, naturalization, or military service. For a fee, individuals can request a copy of their Identity History 
Summary Check. Forms and directions can be accessed at www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary- 
checks. Additionally, requests can be submitted electronically at www.edo.cjis.gov. For additional information, please 
contact CJIS directly at (304) 625-5590. 


(b)(1) 


(b)(2) 


(b)(3) 


(b)(4) 


(b)(5) 


(b)(6) 
(b)(7) 


(b)(8) 


(b)(9) 


(d)(5) 


()(2) 


(k)(1) 


(k)(2) 


(k)(3) 


(k)(4) 


(k)(5) 


(k)(6) 


(k)(7) 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 
or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 
or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 


information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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Main file No: 
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100~80068 


oO 
Subject; Richard Bransten 


‘ 


Searched As: 
Richard Bransten 
Richard Bransteen 
Richard Branstin 

R. Bransten 
Richard Branston 

R. Branston 
Richard Brandenstein 
R. Brandenstein 
Richard Branstein 
R. Branstein 
Richard Brandstein 
R. Brandstein 
Richard Brandensten 
R. Brandensten 
Michael Conway 
Michael Lyman 

M. Conway 
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Rianstail.” 
Branstin 
.-Bransten 
Richard\Branston 
Richarc\Brandenstein 
RichardsBranstein 
Richar&Brandstein 
iicharé.Brandensten 
MichaetiSo Bey 


Richards 
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references identified with the subject. 
or probably identical have been included. 
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Bruce Minton 
Paul Minton 
B. Minton 

Brush ‘Minton 
Burce iiinton 


Michael Tym 
Bruce oon 
Pauksittnton 
nton 
‘Ridhardyfrandteen 
- Brusk-Minton” 
Bureg Minton 
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SUMMARY OF FILE REFow-— 


Date: April 6, 1951 - 


Date Searched: 2-12-51 


summary includes teraat obtained from a review of alls /Se" 
All references which are identical 
Possible identical references, that 


is, those references where there is insufficient data to reject or anciude 
COPIES “Dah AueeE have been‘ listed at the end of this summary. 
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Reviewers 
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Grace F. Johnson 
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NOTICE 
This is not a complete Correlation of all references. 


This summary was prepared for use in interviewing Richard 
Bransten, alias Bruce Minton. Accordingly, memorandums were prepared 
on only thostreferences that appeared to have some value in connection 
with the interview and includes references reflecting contacts with 
other individuals and any activity of an espionage or related nature. 
The summary does not include any references from the file of Mrs. Richard 
Bransten, alias Ruth McKenney (Bureau File No. 100-13225). The memo- 
randa have been arranged,as closely as possible, alphabetically by the 
name of the individual mentioned as having a connection with Bransten 
or by one of the individuals where more than one is included in the 
reference. 


LAOsrad . 
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Acetone | 


SUMMARY OF MAIN. FIIE 


Richard Bransten was born February 2h, 1906 at San Francisco, 
Galifornia, He claims to hold a Degree of Bachelor of 4;ts in English 
literature from Harvard University and to have studied Inglish litera-— 
ture for ‘thirteen months at Leland-Stanford University. He married 
Louise Rosenberg on June 1, 1929 be 
this marriage. Niewice Bransten divorced the subject at Reno, Nevada, b7C 
July 26, 1937. On August 12, 1937 Richard Bransten married Ruth Mc- 

Kenney at New Milford, Connecticut. She is the author of "iy Sister 
Eileen" which achieved great success as a play and later as a motion 
picture, and other works. Both Richard and his wife Ruth Bransten 


-were members of the Communist Party and Richard Bransten has been active 


in the Communist Party in the New York areas; Washington, D..¢.3 Los 
Angeles, California; and Westport connecticut. 


He has written numerous books and articles and was active in: 
the promoting and publishing of the News letter "In Fact!! and the pub- 
‘lication ‘New Masses". 


He has been a member of the National Committee for the Defense 
of Political Prisoners, later known as the National Committee for Peoples 
Rights, the League of American. Writers, the American Peace Mobilization, 
the Schappes Defense Committee and the Washington Book Shop. He has 
delivered innumerable speeches and lectures at meetings of the Communist 
Party and the Commnist Political Association and before other organi- 
zations. 


Bransten was expelled from the Communist Party by the State 
Committee of the Communist Party of Connecticut on September 19, 1916, 
for unauthorized release of a report on the eons Plenum, Communist 
Party, July, 1916. 


Bransten and wife departed from New York City, April 16, 197 
for Brussels, Belgium where they remained until September 7, 198, 
when they proceeded to London, ngland. Branston returned to Westport, 
Connecticut about,May, 1950 and his last known employment was as editor 


for Rinehart and Company, New York City. His last kmown residence was 


1356 Madison Avenue, New York 28, New York. 


A description of Richard Bransten as ne piectad ’y the file is 
as follows: 


‘ 


Age ae 

Born 2-2h-06, San Francisco, Califronia. 
Height Cia 

Weight 135 to 10 lbs. 

Complection Light 

Build Slight 

Byes Probably Blue 

Glasses None 

Hair Light - partially bald in front. 
Marital Status Married 

Dress Neat. 


The investigation in the case was started on April 
30, ‘1941 and is still in a pending status as of the date of 
this summary e 


we) 
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CNDI LA MN-1 advised that on April 2, 1945, Ellenore Abowitz, 
assistant to George Pepper, Executive Secretary of the Hollywood Demo- 
cratic Committee, contacted Bruce Minton, also known as Richard Branston, 
regarding his plans to go to San Francisco to cover the World Peace Con 
ference for "New Masses". 


Los Angeles, California report 
6~28-1)5 

Re: "*Hllenore Abowitz, IS-c" 
100-273376-49 
(22, 57) 


GFJsrad 


~ 


The following is an alphabetical list of names appearing thoughout 
Richard Bransten's conrespondence with Louise Bransten: 


"ADAM - Bransten in letter dated June 27, 1943, wrote that the statf 
on the 'New Masses' were trying to get rid of him and said, 'Adam 
is in similar trouble, having his heart cut out.! 


ANATOLE - Bransten in a letter dated January 18, 1941, wrote that he had 
been down to Washington and that Greg Anatole and Helen sent 
their love. he = Si: oer Siiveg master” 

ef 

OREGON - & Weocikes {gt ares Of one tm ole Josephson called Richard Bransten 

to say that he had a "le tter from OFégo%i who wrote that he still 
believed in the same God he believed in before the war. Oregon 
was indicated to be a friend of Louise Bransten's and it was stated 
that Oregon had been through Dunkirk, and that he was then living 
in unoccupied France. 


EARL BROVIDER ~ Correspondence indicated that Richard Bransten had contacted 
Browder in connection with the 'New Masses' magazine. 

TRENE BROWDER ~ Bransten stated that Irene's husband believed that the major 
effort should be to get him (Browder) back with us, and 
Richard instructed Louise to geta campaign going to secure 
Browder's releases 


'CONTE'- On February 8, 1941, Richard wrote that he was intending to take a 
trip to Mexico and that he hoped to see Connie while there. 


HOWARD COSTIGAN ~ In letter of February 27, 1940, Bransten mentioned to his 
wife, Ruth Costigan, about a story and that Costigan had 
said 'high words of praise about yout (Louise). 


STEPHEN M. FISCHER ~ On April 1, 1941, in writing about the 'New Masses’, 
Bransten stated 'The thing is we are much better off 
in Nor them California than around San Francisco .e. 
What do you think about this Fischer boy on the "Chronicle"!, 


? 


JIM GERSTLEY - Mentioned in a letter to Louise that indicated Gerstley and 
Madeline Haas were guests in his home during February, 1940. 


GREG ~ Mentioned in letter of Jamary 18, 1941, which indicated that 


had been to Washington and that Greg and Helen sent regards to 
Silyermasgreas 


MADELINE HA&SS - A guest along with Jim Gerstley in Richard Bransten's home in 
February, 1940. She was apparently friendly with Louise, 


LEM HARRIS - Bransten wrote on May 2, 1940, that Harris had been to see him 
and had told him how mich he had enjoyed his visit with Louise. 


MORRIS JACOB ~ Mentioned _as_ being 
Ruth and Richard Bransten. 


'JOHN' - The name of John was mentioned with reference to one of the persons 
with whom Bransten was collaborating in writing a book, The name 
referred to John Williamson. 


MATTY JOSEPHSON - Mentioned in letter of December 15, 1940, in connection 
with one Oregon. 


CHAREIE KATZ ~ Sent a telegram to Bransten according to a lette 
to Louise, which indicated that Morris 
of Richard and Ruth Bransten. 
KEELER — Guest in the home of Richard Bransten during 1940. 


KEEIN = On April 1, 1941, Richard wrote to Louise that he was grateful for her 
help and advised that he wrote to Klein immediatedly and hoped that 
they would get results--apparently Bransten was looking for Klein to 
take a position on the 'New Masses' staff. 


MERDEL LeSEUR - Mentioned as the Bransten house guest in 1940 along with 
; Alexander Trachtenberg. ., 


RUTH McKinney ~ Mentioned as the second wife of Richard Bransten. 
JOE NORTH ~- Editor of the 'New Massest magazine and mentioned by Bransten as” 


having participated in an Emergency Party for the 'New Masses! in 
19404 ‘ ‘ 


bo 
bIC 


bé 
Dae 


od 
b6 
leeEe 


CAP PIERCE - Mentioned as a guest in the home of Richard Bransten. 


FRANCES PINDYKE - Mentioned as being interested in a book that he, (Richard) 
; had written. 


LESEIE READE - This name was mentioned in correspondence of February 27, 1940. 
PAUL ROBESOY - “Mentioned frequently as being a mutual friend. 


ra 


EARL ROBINSON - ~ Bransten stated that Robinson participated in _the New Masses: 
Anniversary Party. 


» 


JERRY ROSS =~ Mentioned as a mtval qoaun se anes 


GEORGE SELDES ~ Bransten stated that Seldes had been engaged in theedi ting of 
"In Fact'. 


EDWIN SXITH ~ Described as being a guest in Richard Bransten's home and having 
arrived from Washington with one ‘Helen!, 


HELEN STEUART - Mentioned as the wife of John Steuart, a friend. 


ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG ~- Was indicated as being an over-night guest at the 
home of Richard Bransten along with one Merdel LeSeur. 


MAX YERGAN ~ Mentioned as a participant in a New Masses Anniversary Par ty.!! 


The above was furnished by a highly confidential source close to the 
home of Lowise Bransten, 2626 Green Street, San Francisco. The bulk of the 
correspondence dated from 1939 to 1942. ; 


San Francisco report dated 8-1-44 
Re: "Touise Rosenberg Bransten, was.; 
IS-c!" 

100-17139-89 pp. 77, 78, 79 

(10) 


The "Daily Worker" for March 19, 1946, carries an article headed "6 Experts 
to Cover UNO for Daily". Six leading writers and analysts were to cover the UNO 
Security Council conference for enlarged editions of the'Daily Worker" and ''The 
Worker", Richard Bransten was listed as one of the writers reporting from the 
sessions beginning March 25 at Hunter College. The other five writers were James 
S. Allen, expert on foreign affairs; Frederick V. Field, specialist on the Far 
East; Milton Howard, associate editor of the "Daily Worker"; Ruth McKenney, novelist; 
and Joseph Starobin, foreign editor of the "Daily Worker". 


New York report 10-2246 
Re: "Milton Halpern, IS-c"! 
1L00=74, 072530, ped 

(58) 


Information received from a highly confidential source 
revealed that under date of October 1, 1946, Mary Jane ieeney, 
a well-known Communist, wrote Angus (alias of Philip Keeney) 
that she had visited with Benedict and Ethel Alper (not other- 
wise identified) who at that time were residing in Washington, 
D. C. In this connection she wrote, "We had a lot of talk at 
the Alper's last night about Kichard and hkuth (Bransten), the 
Canadian report (the Corby Case), and other matters that have 
been troubling me and others." (The Alper's now reside at 10 
Henderson Place, New York City.) - ; 
Washington, D. C. report, 10-16-47 
Re: "Mary Jane Keeney, IS-R" 
101-467-35, p. 3 
(11) 


GFJ:db 


2 


CNHM-8 advised that Claire Arbitman, active Communist, attended 
a City Council meeting held in the Hartford Headquarters on October 1h, 
1946. The agenda at this meeting included the expulsion of Ruth McKenney 
and Bruce Minton. Roy Leib, then head of the Communist Party in Hartford, 
explained why McKenney and Minton were expelled. : 


Wew Haven, Connecticut report 7-19-19 
Re: "Claire Pauline Arbitman, SH-C" 
100-2 711-21, pe 22 

(36) 


GFJ:rad 


A confidential source furnished address and appointment books 
belonging to Louise Bransten. The address books were not dated, there- 
fore it was not known whether or not the addresses listed were current. 
The following information was taken from one of the address books: 


"Louis and Elsa Aragon, 18 Rue de la Sourtiene, Paris.’ (This 
name was mentioned in the correspondence between Richard Brans— 
ten and Louise Bransten, the former indicating that Louis Ara- 
gon is apersoalfriend; that he had been through Dunkirk, and 
at the time of writing, was living in unoccupied France). 


San Francisco report 5-31-hh 
Re: "Comintern Apparatus, IS-R" 
100-203581-2753, p. 82 

(5h) 


a4 


GFJsrad 


About January, 1917, Boyan Athanassov, Acting Representative 
of the People's Republic of Bulgaria, established a large number of con- 
tacts through the efforts of Larry Todd of Tass News Agency in Washington. 
Among these contacts was Dr. Marcus I. Goldman, 707 20th Street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C., who was employed in the Department of Interior and 
has been active in the Washington Cooperative Book Shop. Dr. Goldman _ 
was acquainted with numerous Communists, including Richard and Ruth Bransten. 


Washington, D. C. report 9-29-l7 
Re: "Boyan Athanassov, IS-R" 
100-353720-13, p. 21 

(7, 55) 
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advised that a number of years ago Marian Bachrach who 
at one time was active in publicity affairs of the Communist Party and 
Richard Bransten, also known as Bruce Minton, were interested in seek- 
ing radio outlets for dissemination of Communist material. However, 
their actual work consisted solely of contacting radio stations and 
asking them to put in a spot boost for various Communist front organi- 
zations. 


(No date of information given) 
Washington, D. C. report 10-1)-)9 
Re: *Communist Infiltration of the 
Radio-Television Industry." 
100-310922-151, p. 10 

(6,40) 
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Confidential Informant | __Jadvised as of December 1/D 
23, 1946, that S.Y. Bakst, the husband of Janice Friedman Bakst, 
had been removed from the City Board and from his former position 
as Literature Director in the Communist Party as the result of 

his support of Richard Bransten, also known as Bruce Minton, in 
Bransten's "left sectarianism". At the time Bakst was working 

for Bransten, performing research work in connection with a book 
that Bransten was writing. When the reversal took place in the 
party line, Bransten and his wife, Ruth McKenney, were kicked 

- out of ‘the party for criticizing Eugene Dennis and for criticizing 
the party for not having launched a third party. 


Washington report dated 3-29-47 
Re: "Janice Friedman Bakst, 
was., Security Matter - co" 
100~262129-31 

(5) (55) 
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Confidential Informant r-6| __— advised on 
August 14, 1947, that Sy Bakst had fallen in disfavor with 
the Communist Party of Washington, D. C. It seemed as though 
Bakst had openly supported Bruce Minton who was ousted from 
the Communist Party, USA, because of his defense of Earl 
Browder. In spite of this, Bakst had been able to rally 
members of the White Collar Clubs to his support in opposition 
to the forces.-of Joe Rints who was backed up by the Jewish 
building trade group. 


Washington, D. C. Report 
Dated March 3, 1948 
Res "Communist Party, USA; 
District No. 4, Washington 
Field Office; IS - c" 
100-3-60-640, page 74 


(36) 


RLP srl 


advised on Aug. 14, 1947, that in a controversy between Sy Bakst 
and Joe Rinis of the Crumbine Club of the Washington, D. C. Communist Party, 
Henry Levin was a "goubetween, Informant staked that the details of this 
controversy involved one Bruce Minton whom Bakst was supporting. Rinis con- 
trolled a large section of the Building Trades Group while Bakst had a "circle 
of friends in the White Collar group." 


(Henry Levin represented the American Peace Mobilization, Trade Union 
Comittee, at the 7th American Youth Congress held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
from July 3 to July 6, 1941.) 


Washington, D. CG. report 3-2-49 
Re: "Henry Levin, SMC! 
1065093:2~5 

(48) 
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In an interview with Mr. Seymour Bakst, former member of 
the Communist Party, on October 2, 1950, by Bureau Agents, at his 
home, 708 Peabody Street N.W., Bakst was shown recent photographs 
of Travis Hedrick, Editor of "USSR Information Bulletin", but 
could not identify him as anyone he had known as a member of the 
Communist Party. He did recall, however, that he met Hedrick 
about 1945 in the Union Station at Washington, D. C. with Bruce 
Minton (Richard Bransten) and Adam Lapin, (not otherwise 
identified). On that occaston they had lunch together and the 
conversation was of such nature as to lead Bakst to believe that 
Hedrick was accepted by Minton and Lapin. 


Bakst furnished Bruce Minton's address as Mr. Richard 
Bransten, 48 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut. It was Bakst's 
feeling that in all probability Minton would be cooperative in 
any interview that might be had with him. He related that Minton 
had just written to him in which letter he spoke of the regimen- 
tation of scientists in the Iron Curtain countries and how good 
tt was to be free of Communist discipline and to read a book 
without fear that he was not following the Party line. He noted 
. that Ruth McKinney, Minton's wife, had never wholly submitted to 
Communist discipline and had always disagreed with the tmmoral 
practices of the Communist Party. 


Washington, De. GC. report, 12-15-50 
Re: "Travis Keene Hedrick, 
Espionage - R" 
101-6306-95, p. 4,5 

(3, 35) " 
SI-101-6306-87 

(3) 

SI-101-6306-82 : ; 
(Interview with Bakst under date 
of August 7, 1950) 

18, 68) 


The New Haven Field Division under date of January 2, 1946, furnished 
the Los Angeles office with a letter which was written by Alvah Cecil Bessie who 
was recently dismissed from Warner Brothers because of his activity on behalf of 
the strikers during a recent motion picture strike. This letter was addressed 
to Ruth and Richard Bransten and was dated September 15, 1945. 


Ios Angeles report 3418446 
Re: "Alvah Cecil Bessie, SM-~C" 
100-1931 62-10 

(17) 


48 


Source B (CNDI LA MN~1) stated he had talked with Richard Brans~ 
ton, with alias Bruce Minton, West Coast Editor of "New Masses" and that 
Branston had told him that Edward Biberman, movie director and a Communist, 
and Sidney Robert Buchman, former Vice President and Executive Producer at 
the Columbia Studios, and later an independent producer and an associate 
of CP members; would contribute $500.00 between them to the magazine "New 
Masses*,. The "New Masses" was a Communist publication and Bruce Minton 
was a member of the 59th A. D., C.P.A. Club. 


Los Angeles report dated 6-23=h5 
Re: "Sidney Robert Buchman; IS-C 
100~7h2 74-15 : 
(22) (51) 
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SF-1050 advised that on April 27, 1945, Frederick Vanderbilt 
Field was to attend a reception at the home of Nina Bissell but did 
not appear. Others expected were Richard Bransten and wife, Ruth Mc- 
Kenney, Claude Cockburn, Benet Franchon, representing the General Con- 
federation of France at the World Trade Union Conference, Joseph Starvin, 
William Schneiderman, Jane Gilbert, and other local Communists. 


SF-~ 1605 furnished information that in the Spring of 1948, 
Nina Glas Bissell was a member of the Washington Square (Communist Party) 
Club of San Francisco, California. 


Correlator's note: The Bureau files for Nina Glas Bissell do 
not reflect any Communist activities since 1949. 


San Francisco report dated 9-20-46 
Res "Nina Glas Bissell; SM - 07 
100~58430-18 

(19) 


[advised that Sophia Ames Boyer was a close friend 
and contact o j rd Bransten, alias Bruce Minton, of Westport, 
Connecticut. advised that at a meeting of the Norwalk b7] 
section of the Communist Party on January 8, 1946, which was held 
at the home of Rudy Gillespie, Sophia Ames Boyer, Richard Bransten 
and Max Epstein undertook the preparation of leaflets dealing with 
strikes, to be distributed at all entrances of all the leading plants 
in the Norwalk area. 


O 


Sophia Ames Boyer’ was the wife of Hichard 0. Boyer, a 
writer for the "New Masses". Sophia Ames Boyer was financial sec- 
retary of the Norwalk Workers Vlub of the Communist Party. 


New Haven report dated 5-29-46 
Re:"Sophia Ames Boyer; “ichard 
OwenBoyer, was.;Security Matter(Cc)" 


100-3341-33 
(19) (67) 
RLP: fh 
rr 0 


ett 


An nel fin advised that i b6 
of the in Norwal i ts the 

Richard Bransten Ruth MeKenny Bran- bIC 
sten. tchard Bransten, who 78 known in Literary circles as Bruce 


Minton, and his wife, Ruth McKenny, were expelled from the CGP in 
1946. 


Source: GNHT-38 

New Haven, Connecticut Report 
dated 3-29-47 

Re: "American Youth for Democracy 
Internal Security - ¢c" 

61-777 -32~33P3 

(11-45) 
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NYT-26 advised on September ), 192 that Nettie Brenner re- 
quested Communist Headquarters in New York City to furnish her the 
address of Bruce Minton, 85 Penn Avenue, Washington, D. CG. (Brenner 
is believed to have been identified as the switchboard operator for 
State Headquarters of the Communist Party in July, 19:3.) 


New York report 6-3~);6 

Re: "Felix Kusman, IS-R, Refer 5 Is" 
100-1))6288-90, p. 23 

(49) 
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In an interview with Harry Bridges published in the 
Communistic "New Masses" September 22,°1936 which interview was 
by Bruce Minton, it was stated: 


"The workers retain no illusions that the boss's in- 
terests can coincide with those of the majority. The day of 
cooperation ts past, though the necessity to back Union struggles 
with political action is not yet generally understood..... The 
employers understand, however. The elections approach. A lockout 
next month can put the Roosevelt Administration on the spotecsee 
The West Coast in a crucial battlefield in the fight to spread 
the influence of organized labor as a defense against reaction. 
San Francisco.is the center, the key of the struggle. As we go 
to press, Joseph P. Ryan, National president of the I.L.A., has 
called a conference of all districts andhas notified Fast Coast 
employers of demands for. higher wages. A lockout (which will be 
called "Strike" by the Shipowners) on.the West Coast can develop 
into a National strike. One thing is certain: If the longshore- 
men or seamen in the Pactfie ports are locked. out, all waterfront 
untons already united tn the Maritime Federation will stand solidly 
together and will gain the support of the teamsters." 


Sources Blind Memo 
61-7550—7 
(29) 


Tel on December 26, 1944, furnished a copy of correspondence to 

’ Richard and Ruth Bransten from Louis Scala, Greenwich, Connecticut. (Louis 
Scala ani his wife, Clara, are prominent Communists at Stamford and Greenwich, 
Connecticut.) 


CNHI™38 advised that John and Ivy Bridge, Communist Party members, 
had attempted to secure the services of Richard Bransten and his wife, Ruth, 
in connection with a celebration to launch the "Books for Russia" campaign at 
Stamford. The Branstens and the Bridges are old friends, according to Informant. 


7 On September 9, 1945, CNHT~38 was advised by John Bridge that Richard 
Bransten had consented to assist the Stamford Communists in organizing a branch 

of the ICCASP in that territory. Bridge also requested Bransten's assistance in | 
regard to Marxist study classes being conducted in Stamford by his group — the 
professionals. b7] 


T=1 
New Haven, connecticut report 4-I- 


Re:'John Bridge, IS-c 
TS aa pp. 9, ll, 12 
(88) 7 


GFJ:fh 


Confidential Informant CNHT-38 reported that in 
September, 1945, John Bridge (not further identified) stated 
he had approached Richard Bransten, alias Bruce Minton, and 
his wife, Ruth McKenney Bransten, both of whom were contri- 
buting editors of "New Masses," Communist publication, and 
admitted Communists, for their assistance in establishing a 
branch of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions, Inc. at Stamford, Connecticut. 


During October of 1945, CNHT-38 also advised that’ 
he was informed by Ivy Bridge, wife of John Bridge, that 
Richard Bransten had stated that the old Norwalk Branch of the 
LCC was pretty well broken up because of internal dissension 
and on October 23, 1945, Ivy Bridge requested the assistance 
of Richard Bransten and his wife at an organizational meeting 
to be held on that date sponsored by a group of social workers 
in the area of Stamford to establish a branch of the ICC in 
that city. 


ee ae ee Ses oe advised that the spear- 


head for ICC organization and effective functioning in the 
Norwalk and Stamford areas was the membership of the Communist 
Party. 


b7D 


Richard Bransten, 48 Canal Street, Westport, 
Connecticut, was listed among others as a member of the 
Independent Citizens! Conmittee of Arts, Sciences and Pro- 
fessions who were either Communist Party members or suupe> 
thizers. 


New Haven Beport, March 15, 1946 
Re: "Independent Citizens Committee 
of the Arts, Sciences and Pro- 
fessions, Ine., rIs(c}" 
100-838892-40, pages 40d and 41 
(17, 39) 


On May 5, 1946, T+3 (CNHT+38) conferred with Mrs. John Bridge and 
Richard Bransten. Ivy Bridge, Secretary to the Russian War Relief, said she 
was going to Branstents cocktail party that afternoon, 


a 


Mrs. John Bridge was active in the Communist Party at Stamford, 
Connecticut, and she associated with Russian War Relief. 


New Haven report dated 12-19-46 
Re: ‘Mrs. John Bridge, was.; IS(C)# 
400-54033-36". - 2u 

(13) 


wee 
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CISF-3 furnished information to the effect that Abram S. Burrows 
was described by Bruce Minton as an *elite radical", 


Burrows is the 
writer of the "Duffey's Tavern" radio program and is a member of the 
Communist Party; also an instructor at the Peoples Educational Center. 


Memorandum for the files dated 
10-19-l:5 sent in with a letter 
to the Director from El Paso, 
Texas dated 2-15-li6. 
100-34099-8, p. 28 

(67) 


GFJerad 


isl advised that in the latter part of July, 1947, Don- ep 
ald Cameron, Chairman of the Massachusetts Chapter, Progressive Party, 

advised his associates at the Little, Brown Publishing Company where he 

was employed as editor-in-chief, that he was in possession of a manu- 

script entitled, "The Life of Herbert Hoover. This manuscript had been 

written by Richard Bransten, alias Bruce Minton, and his wife, Ruth Hc- 

Kenney. 


Boston, Massachusetts report 
11-19-18 

Re: "Donald Angus Cameron, IS-C# 
100~3))2893-0, p. 10 

(7, 35) 


A strictly confidential memorandum headed "Weekly Summary of Communist 

Activities, Washington, D. C. from April 13, to April 19, 1942," reflects that 
On April 13, 1942, at 12:13 P. M. Bruce Minton (Washington Correspondent for 
4New Masses?) told (Martin) @hancey that he was up in New York and talked to 
Pete Gachionne and that Pete would like to come down and speak but that he could 
not come down until the end of May. Chancey said that they might arrange to have 
a meeting the third week in May and he said that the next meeting is on the 
30th and he asked Bruce what subject he would speak on. Minton said that he 
doesn't think that it should be decided yet and Chancey said that Darcy and ~ 
Bill Taylor would speak. Chancey said that things are beginning tomve in the 
Browder campaign and Bruce said that while he was in New York for the I. 0. B. 
Meeting he talkel to Elizabeth Gurley Flynn and others and urged the assigning 

of a big enough fellow to make the appeals to the higher—ups here in the 
Browder case. He said that New York isthe focal point in the whole matter | 
and he thinks something will come of it. Chancey said that heexpects to hear : 
something definite on it from New York shortly and that he would keep Bruce in~ 
formed since he is so interested. Bruce said that his group wrote the committee 
on the subject and received a long letter back containing many suggestions for 
furthering the campaign and he would like Chancey to discuss the matter with 
him. Chancey stated that he would contact him later in the week." 

Source not identified, 
61.£3 7262247 

(42) 
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CNDI-3069 advised that Thomas Chapman, active Communist, at- 
tended the Los Angeles Commnist Political Association convention at 
the Park Manor Hotel in September, 19) and nominated Paul Cline, "Daily 
Peoples World columnist and speaker for the county committee. Chapman 
also nominated Bruce Minton for the county committee. : 


Los Angeles report 12~28-h9 

Re: "Thomas Allen Chapman, SH-C" 
100~261515-10 

(3h) 
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CNDI LA CAP~17 advised that on April 1h, 1945, Haakon Chevalier 
(not otherwise identified), visited the home of Richard Bransten. On 
this same date Barbara Chevalier was in touch with Michael Blankfort (not 
further identified), regarding plans for spending the evening with Bill 
Oliver, close friend of the Chevaliers. 


Los Angeles report 6-8-5 

Rez "Comintern Apparatus, IS-R'" 
100-203581-l66, p. 6 

(1h, 50) 


GFJ:rad 


From the records of the Beverly Wilshire Hotel, 
Los Angeles, it-was ascertained that Captain Jerome Chodorov 
registered there on December 18, 1944. He stayed at the hotel 


until January 10, 1945. 


While at the hotel he contacted Richard 
Bransten by phone. 


2 


Captain Jerome Chodorov was a well-known Hollywood 
writer, member of the Writer's Branch of the -Los Angeles County 


Communist Party and at that time (April, 1945) was Captain in 
the Army Air Force, 


Los Angeles report, 4-26-45 
Re: "Leon Josephson, IS-R" 
1L00-48754-59, p. 7 

(13) 


GFF :db:pjb 


The Peoples Educational Association, together with 
the Beverly Westwood Democratic Committee, a Communist dominated 
organization, on June 10, 1945, presented a forum entitled 
"Problems of the Peace -- Next Steps Toward World Security". 
Featured speakers at this forum were Marguerite Clark, Robert 
BE. Harris, Dr. Sanford Goldner, Bruce Minton, John Howard Lawson, 
and Dr. Frank C, Davis, Chairman. 


(No source of information given). 
Los Angeles report 8-29-45 

Re: "Sanford Goldner, was., IS-C" 
100-334143-12 

(16, 47, 62) 


Dr. George Cole, 111 North Takoma Avenue, Takoma, 
Washington, upon the recommendation of William F. Dunn 
(former charter member of the CP, now expelled for factionalism), 
had visited Vern Smith (former editor of the'Peoples World" 
and formerly on the editorial staff of the "Daily Worker"), 
before going to Seattle where he talked with Arline Flood 
who heads the expelled members Marxist organization known 
as the North-west Section. Cole had mentioned to Flood having 
visited Bruce Minton and Ruth McKenney in Belgium. The latter 
two were in Marxist work. Dunn mentioned that Flood had 
not treated Cole cordially and information received from 
informant had indicated that Flood suspected Cole of being 
an FBI Agent, attempting to discover the memberships of the 
Northwest Club. 


Source: 

Memorandum from san Francisco, b7D 
2-17-49; Res"Communist Party, USA, 
Factionalism; IS-C" 

100~3-88-275 

(39) 


RLP-apc. 


[nas stated that the Lester Coles and the 
John Lawsons were frequently out socially, and as an example of 
this he pointed out an incident on November 28, 1944 when Cole b7D 


was to have a social event of some kind at his home on December 
3, 1944, and invited the Lawsons, the Alva Bessies (not other- 


Wise identified) and the Kichard Branstens. (All th : 
Communist Political Association members according ) ay 

Los Angeles report, 3-25-48 

Re: "Lester Cole, IS-C" | 

100-22 30-29 

(10) 

SI-100-2230-18 

(9) 
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CNDI LABE-1 advised on June 30, 1946 that Lester Cole, 
Communist Party member, had been invited by Marjorie Potts, 
Membership Director of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, 
to attend a meeting at the home of Bruce Hinton and his wife 
kuth Menenny on July 1, 194+ at 2 p.m. This meeting was invi- 
tational and letters over the signature of John Howard Lawson 
were sent to approximately 40 people. Surveillance on the Minton 
home on July 1, 1¢4+ failed to reveal that Cole was in attendance 
at this meetings. This meeting was for the purpose of discussing 


the proposed contents of "New Masses} a magazine from Hollywood 
and Motion Pictures. : 


Los Angeles report, 9-6-4 
Re: "Lester Cole, IS-C" 
100-2230-16 

(52) 


Confidential Informant] _}wnose identity is known 
to the Bureau, advised that on November 29, 1942 an educational 
class‘meeting was held at the residence of Boyd Coleman, (Commu- 
nist), 110 Belleview Street, Cumberland, Maryland, at which ; 
Bruce Minton was instructor. Minton advised that that meeting b7D 
was to be his last in Cumberland. 


Baltimore, Maryland report 12-31-42 
Re: "Communist Party, USA, 

District #34, IS-R" 

100-3-59-67 p. 23 

(50) 
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Confidential Informant C~309 advised that on May 3, 1943, he heard 
Martin Chancey tell Bruce Minton, a member of the Party, that Hymm Colodny 


would be able to tell him there the meeting was to be held, at witen meeting 
he was to speak. 


i 
Hyman Colodny was reported to be a member of the North East Branch 
of the Communist Party. 


' 


Martin Chancey was reported to be City Secretary of the Communist Party. 


Washington report dated 941443 
Re:'"Hyman Colodny, alias Hyman Kalodny 
Security Matter (Cc)! 


100455727255 pe3 
(51) 


NOTE: 
Meeting, place and time were not indicated 


On March 23, 19k, CL-902 advised that Bruce Minton of the 
'New Masses" in New York (liberal magazine) was in Cleveland to get 
a story on the 19h) elections and that among other individuals he 
intended to contact Donald Theodore Cox. 


Cox, a key figure, attended a Communist Political Associa~ 
tion Training Class for Club Executives and Mass Leaders on March 
5, 194). He was proposed for the Resolutions Committee, Chio State 
Communist Political Association, on April 30, 19) to assist in Ohio 
Sunday Supplement for the Werker. He was also Editor of the Cleve- 
land Union Leader, 02 Superior Building, and the CIO Building. 
He attended several meetings at State Headquarters, CPA. 


Cleveland report dated 9-1-h 
Res "Donald Theodore Cox, was; 
Is-c 

100~37015~22 

(50) 


RLP:rad 


The following information was taken from an MCA Summary dated 
Washington D. C., March 24, 1943: 


3.24043 “1:15 P.M. Bruce Minton, of "New Masses" Magazine, contacted 
Joe Curran and stated that there would soon be a meeting in New York with Bub- 
insky regarding Otto Erlich (PH) and that people are saying that it is Anti- 
Soviet and asked if it should be discussed with Wayne Coy (PH). Curran ~ 
stated that the only ones who thought it was Anti-Soviet were the 'Reds'! and 
that he thought it would be good to speak to Coy and that it should be dis 
cussed also with Murray, and anyone who could get the CIO tout of it'. Curran 
advised that he did not want his name mentioned." | 


MCA Summary 3-24-43 

Re: "Gongress of Industrial Organizations, 
Maritime Committee." 
100~203 268~42 

(42) 


In a memorandum dated December 23, 1941 there was a 
letter directed to Governor Olson of California petitioning that 


official to free Sam Darcy, a@ Communist extradicted to Califor- 
nia to face prosecution for perjury. 


This list appeared in the "Daily Worker" for December 


19, 1940. Bruce Minton's name appeared on this list. 
Source: Blind Memo 
61-65938-8 
(42) 
FLB 2a jb 


By telephone cali from the Philadelphia Field Division to the 

New York Office under date of September 23, 1946, the New York Office 
was advised that Sam Darcy, a noted Communist of Philadelphia, had been 

; in constant communication with Al Edwards known to have been a member 
of the Communist Party for many years in New York, concerning the ouster 
from the Comaunist Party of Ruth McKennexy-and her husband, Bruce Minton, 
and that Darcy and Edwards were knowm to be attempting to set up an anti- 
Communist bloc against the Communist Party. 


New York report 1-7-7 

Re: "Albert Edwards, was., IS-R! 
1.00-10152438, p. 2 .- 

(33) 


~ ARS 
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The informant reported during the past few weeks, on 
several occasions that Sam Darcy has ‘contacted Al Edwards and 
Bill Dunne in N.Y¥.C. for the purpose of creating some type of 
organization among dissatisfied and expelled party members. 
Darcy has made trips to N.Y. and on one occasion, Edwards has 
come to Philadelphia. It has also been learned that Darcy is 
in touch with Ruth Mckenney and her husband, Bruce Minton, who 
were recently expelled by the Communist Party in Connecticut, 


as well as with Vern Smith, who has just been expelled in San 
Francisco. 


Source: 9AC-1933 
Philadelphia report 

dated 10-16-46 

Re: "Sam Adams Darcy, was; 
Internal Security - C" 
61-6593-207 

(67) 


FLB:db 


Bruce Kinton, Editor of "New Masses", was in Chicago 
on April 19, 1944. He stated that he planned to so to Missouri 
from Chicago, then meet his wife and go’to Los Angeles, California. 
It appeared that Minton was planning to be in the Army in the 
very near future and was windins up his affairs with "New Masses", 
Winton discussed the Dies Committee «with Bucene David. It apoeared 
that David wanted en article to he written by Dies «nd that if 
the article was written right Dies had a chance to be beaten in the 
election. David claimed that if the write-up was a good job it 
would have national as well ss local sisnificance. 


Source: CGO-5021, 5022, 5023 
during the period April 6, 1944 
through April 30, 1944. 

Chicago report dated 6-6-4 

Re: "Communist Party, USA, 
District 8, 

Chicago, Illinois; Is-0" 
100-3-14=2219 p. & 

(33) 
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At the Executive Meeting of the Communist Party held Tuesday, 
June 9 at 30 N. Wells Street, Chicago, Ben Davis, Negro secretary- 
treasurer of “Freedom of the Press” made the following statement: 


"It is hoped that the CP efforts combined with those of others 
already opposing Dies will succeed in ousting him. Davis pointed out 
that Dies was repudiated by Texas voters for United States senator, in- 
dicating that they are getting disgusted with his vicious attacks on de- 
cent people. Davis added that it is an open secret that the Administra- 
tion (New Deal) will welcome any aid in ending Dies' activities. Davis 
stated that 'one of our Washington representatives! talked about Dies 
with Archibald MacLeish of the Office of Facts and Figures, and MacLeish 
intimated that someone prominent in the Administration might be expected 
to make some very pointed remarks about Dies that would help dispose of 
him, (The Washington representative mentioned is known to be Bruce 
Minton, Washington, D. C., correspondent for 'New Masses', whose wife is 
Ruth MeKenny, author of 'My Sister Eileen’, Minton is also general di- 
rector of CP work among Federal Employees, appointed by the CP Political 
Bureau. )* 


War Department, War Department General 
Staff, Military Intelligence Service, 
G-2, Washington, D. C., July 13, 1942; 
Res "Letter of Transmittal.” 
100~7660-589, page 5 

(37) 


RLPsrad 


[ __aavised that on November 20, 194, Marjorie DeAgnon, xD 
"lew Masses® representative from New York, was staying at the Las Palmas 
Hotel and was desirous of John Howard Lawson and Bruce iinton arranging 
a get-together for her with Hollywood people. 


Letter to the Director from 
; Los Angeles, 12—h—lh 
Re: "John Howard Lawson, IS-C" 
100~370750-52 
(46) 


GFJsrad 


eee the Los Angeles office on May 10, 1945, that 
Monroe Stern, 


© 1s rrom New York and was at-that time in San Francisco with 
the Yugoslavian delegation, commented that Richard Bransten would be the best 
person to make arrangements for Colonel Dedier, one of Tito's Army men, to meet 
Upton Sinclair. Monroe Stern made this statement to John Howard Lawson, active 
Communist in Hollywood, during a tekphone conversation. 


Memorandum to the Director from Los Angeles, 
5~23-45 


Re: "Yugoslavian Activities in the United States} 
L00=3 2820=265 Be 9 
(11) 
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olos re- 
could not 
to Bruce 


quested him to g 
recall just what 


Minton in Washington, D. ©, stoo ruce Minton had 
contacts in OSS. He could not recall whether Golos told him that 
or some other Gomrade. Minton answe and said b7D 
he would be pleased to cooperate wit byt— he was 

responsible to “ugene Dennis and Te a EE as 


Dr. Albert Bernheim or Bernberg. was not sure of the 
Itter name. He knew the fellow and recalled that he was formerly 
district organizer for the Washington-Maryland district and later 
2 legislative representative of the Party in Washington. 
was vihdoubtedly referring to Dr. Albert Blumberg, who was 
the legislative representative of the Communist Party in Washington, D.C. 


So from Minton, Dennis _ 
advised him, that i ma oe working with ‘Golos but 


he should not contact Minton. then proceeded to get the b7D 
desired information from another source. 


Office Memorandum to Mr. Whitson ( 
from Mr, R. J. Lamphere 
dated 8-29-19 ; 
Re: "Eugene Dennis, was; 
Internal Security - 0" 
LOO» 158777205 

(37) 


RLP:fh 


On October 25, 1941, Informant attended a farewell 
party given in honor of William Dodd, Jr., who is going to the 
Soviet Union. The proceeds of this party were to be donated 
to the Russian War hKelief at their rally in Madison Square Gar- 
den, New York City, October 27th. 


The party was held at the home of Mrs. Emmet at 54 
Washington Mews. (Mrs. Emmet's husband is a direct descendant 
of the famous writer hobert Emmet). Admission to the party was 
$1.00 per person. , 

Bruce Minton was listed as one of the prominent 
Communists who attended this party. 


Informant - 
New York letter to the. 


Dir = 3-51 
* 61-3361- 
(29) 


GFJ:db 


In an interview witt{ | on July 2h, 1917, by Bureau Agents, 
informant ‘advised that Martha Yodd, Communist, had gone to Germany with 


her father, William E. Dodd, Sr. and brother, William Dodd, Jr. At that 
time Martha was married but separated from her husband and during her 
stay in Germany had an affair "in the technical sense" with Richard Brans- 
ten, alias Bruce Minton. The informant believed. Martha Dodd and Richard 


Bransten would probably have been married in Germany, except for soe fact 
that both were then married. 


Washington, D.C. report 8-1-7 
Re: "Mocase, Espionage—R" 
1L00-352385-7 

(14,45) 


GFJ:rad 


On October 15, 1947, Confidential Informant T~1 
made available a letter written by Lyle Robert Dowling, 
Editor of "NCP Report" published by New Committee for 
Publications, a Marxist organization considered more radical 
than CP, which letter was addressed to Ruth and Richard 
Bransten and was dated January 22, 1947. (New Committee 


for oy waa is located at 67 Hast 87th Street, New York 
City. 


L-l1 - Highly confidential source 


who made available material in 


the possession of John Williamson 


to Special Agents. 


New York Report, January 21, 1948 
Re; "Lyle Robert Dowling, Si-c" 


1003533282 
(3) 


GFT 2rl 


* 


A mail cover was placed on Lyle Robert Dowling 's 
residence in March, 1948. As a result of the mail cover, a 
letter was received on April i; 1948 from "BR. B., 30 Rue Fr. 
Strodant, Brussels, Belgium.' 


Concerning the address "R. B., 30 Rue Fr. Strodant, 
Brussels, Belgium," it was believed that this individual was 
Richard Bransten, inasmuch as New York files reflect that 
Bransten and his wife, Ruth McKenny, departed from New York 
on April 16, 1947, for Brussels, Belgium. 


Dowling was editor of "NCP Report," published by 
New Committee for Publications, New York City, until the 
organization dissolved itself in October, 1948. 


New York Report, January 18, 1949 
Res "Lyle Robert Dowling; sit-ch 


100-353328-8 
(5) 


RLP srl 


[ow . - : lees ed that Mrs. Clarence 0. Edwards attended a rally 
of the Norwalk Club of the Communist Party held on February 17, 196 
at Forester's Hall, 9 High Street, Norwalk, Connecticut. Joseph Roberts, 
state leader of the Communist Party, gave a report on the national com— 
mittee meeting. Bruce Minton,reliably reported as a member of the Nor- 
walk branch of the Communist Party, spoke on strikes. 


Mrs. Clarence C. Edwards, nee Holt, was a very active member 
of the North End Branch of the Communist Party, Bridgeport, Connecticut. 
It was reliably reported that she dropped out of the Communist Party in 
the latter part of 1917, but was again active in 199. 


New Haven report dated 3-30-l9 
Re: "Mrs. Clarence C. Edwards, 
was.3; Security Matter-C" 
100-315087~23 
(41) 


Information received from a highly confidential source in- 
dicated that Agnes Fahy, together with Victor Pasche, reportedly a 
Communist and formerly Secretary—Treasurer of the American Newspaper 
Guild, had dinner on an unknomm date, probably in 1938, with Mrs. 
Richard Bransten. This lirs. Bransten, perhaps better know as Ruth 
ckenney, is the author of "liv Sister Eileen't and "Jake Home, the 
Latter of which had been characterized in Communist rarty publica- 
tions as a study in the growth of a leader and as the portrayal of 
the development of a Communist. Agnes Fahy was Vice-President of the 
American Newspaper Guild. Ruth McKenney was an admitted Communist 
and the present wife of Richard Bransten, editor of ‘New Masses", a 
generally recognized organ of the Communist. rarty. 


Memorandum from Kr. DB. M. Ladd to 
the Director dated 8-26-)3 

Re: "Communist Infiltration of 
the .American Newspaper Guild, 
Cro, I8-c" ‘ 
100~7 326-1Lh8 

(9) 


On the morning of April 2h, 195, the first in a series of daily 
press conferences was held at the offices of the ‘People's World®. In- 
formant SF-1050 advised that the participants in these press conferences 
would include Frederick V. Field and Joseph Starobin, of the New York 
"Daily Worker", Miriam Kolkin of the "Federated Press, Claude Cockburn 
of the London "Daily Worker", Durham of the "Chicago Defender", Rich-~ 
ard Bransten and his wife, Ruth McKenney, of the'!New Masses? Elinor Kahn 
of the"Protestant Magazine", Grace Granich of "Inter-Continent News", 
Marion Bachrach of the Council for Pan American Democracy, and mem- 
bers of the'People's World! staff assigned to the UNCIOQ, which includes 
Vern Smith, John Pittman, Paula Fox, Georgie Kidwell and others. 


4 

Informant further reported that Field was expected to attend 
a dinner party at the Des Alps Restaurant, San Francisca, on the evening 
of April 27, 1945, and later a reception at the home of Nina Bissell, 
a local Communist. Physical surveillance disclosed that Field did not 
attend this affair. Among the expected guests at this dinner were Rich- 
ard Bransten and his wife, Claude Cockburn, Benoit Franchon, representing 
the General Confederation of France at the World Trade Union Conference, 
Joseph Starobin, William Schneiderman, an unidentified member of the 
Chinese delegation and Jane Gilbert of the'People's World® , as well as 
other local Communists. 


San Francisco report 6-2-5 
Re: "Philip Jacob Jaffe, was., 
Espionage-C" 

100-267360-350, pp. 5,6 

(12) 


Dr. Barnet Fine who was assigned to the newly organized Pro- 
fessional Group of the CPA,’Stamford, Connecticut, was the personal phy- 
sician for Richard Bransten, alias Bruce Minton, and his wife, Ruth 
McKenney Bransten. 


(No date of information given) 


T-2 provided a copy of correspondence directed by Louis Scala, 
Edgewood School, Greenwich, Connecticut, dated December 26, 19h to 
Richard Bransten and Ruth McKenney Bransten. Bernard and Betty Knox of 
Darien, Connecticut are mentioned in this letter. . ’ 


has advised that Bernard Knox was reported to have reg- 
istered in the CP at Stamford, Connecticut. Betty Knox was knowm to be 
a close associate of Communist Party members. ) 


New Haven, Connecticut report 


8-29=))5 

Re: "Betty Baur Knox, IS—R" 
100-290306-21. 

(15, 2) 


b7] 


According to T-3, Charles Flato was a member of the 
Communist Party underground in Washington, D.C. during the late 
thirties and an associate of Henry Hill Collins and other Com- 


munists. Investigation has reflected that Flato has been in 
contact with Richard Bransten. 


In the application filed with the Civil fervice Com- 
mission for employment with 0&8, Jane Foster listed Charles 
Flato, Foreign kconomic Administration, as a reference. 


T-3 - Whitaker Chambers, former 
Editor of "Daily Worker", later 
employed by "Time" Magazine. 
Washington, D. C. Report, 8-6-48 
Re:"Jane Foster Zlatovski, IS-k" 
100-35543-6, p- 10 

7 


On May 8, 1944, Louise Bransten had as her suest, 
Henry ©. Fleisher, who had been identified as an employee of 
the Office of Strategic Services. Fleisher contacted Bransten 
allegedly for the »urpose of ascertaining the names of "new 
people in Oriental progressive sroups", apparently for the purpose 
of utilizing them as informants. Fleisher identified himself 
as a friend of Richard Fransten and indicated that he had formerly 
been affiliated with the CIO in Washington, D.C., and New York 
City. : 


Source: SF-1370 

San Francisco report, 7-24-44 
Re: "Comintern Apparatus; IS-R" 
100-203581-2837 p. 70 

(14) 


SI 100-203581-2711 (14) 
SI 100-203581-2769 (14). 


From a report received from a highly confidéntial source 
on the general activities of the Communist Party and its front 
organizations in the U. S. which report was dated January 5, 1946, 
and was a report of the House Committee on Un-American Activities, 
it was learned that on January 7, 1945 at the Screen Cartoonists 
Studio located on Yucca Boulevard, Hollywood, California, the 
Communist Party had a meeting which was announced as a reception 
to the "New Masses" writers and artists. The chairman of this 
meeting was Ruth McKenney, who is staff writer for the "New Masses" 
and wife of Bruce Minton, publisher of the "New Masses", Also, 
taking an active part in the meeting were Joseph Foster, the 
Hollywood motion picture critic for the "New Masses", and William 
Gropper, cartoonist for every Communist publication. Ruth McKenney 
stated that the City of New York had outlived its usefuliness as 
Communist Party Headquarters and that its greatest friends and 
influences were located in Hollywood. 


Bruce Minton was listed as one of the sponsors of the 
Artists Front to Win the War which made its debut at a meeting at 
Carnegie Hall on October 16, 1942. Margaret Webster, Margo and 
Sam Jaffe had prominent parts on the program for the occasion. 


\ 
Other sponsors included such well-known Communists and 
Communist fellow travelers as H.W.L. Dana, Martha Dodd, Muriel 
Draper, Guy Endore, Ben Field, Franklin Folsom, Rockwell Kent, 
John Howard Lawson, Albert Maltz, Dudley Nicols, Edwin Seaver, 
George Seldes, Donald Ogden Stewart, Ella Winters, J. Edward 
Brombert, Angelo Herndon and Lynd Ward. 


Washington, D. C. Field Division 
letter to the Director, 3-8-46 

Re: "Communist Party, U.S.A., Is-c" 
100-3-1324, p. 65, 116 

(66) 


A review of files in the Silvermaster case, revealed 
that Richard Bransten, alias Bruce Minton, was known to have 
been active in Communist Party front activities in California 
in 1945 at which time he was also in contact with Louise 
Bransten. 


Louise Bransten introduced Richard Bransten to one 
Joseph Gaer, who she stated, worked for someone "higher than 
Morgenthau'!, Bransten is the legal guardian of Louise Bransten's 
son and is the heir to her estate which is to be used !tfor 
purposes already discussed!, 


Washington, D. C. report, 10~1-)6 
Re: "Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
Espionage-R" 


65-56,02~1655, p. 78 
(3) 


It was reported by Informant T-1 (NYT-338) that 
Joseph and Fay Gaer had once been good friends of Richard Bransten 
but had not been seeing him at the time. 


‘Joseph Gaer was appointed Field Supervisor of the WPA on 
October 8, 1935, and resigned October 27,1939. During that period 
he was working under the Federal Writers Project of the WPA, and 
allegedly was closely associated with H. G. Alsberg, who was re- 
portedly Comrunistically inclined and who was named before the 
Dies Committee’ as being a Communist. An article in "Headlines" 
dated March 25, 1939, published by the Constitutional Education 
League, Inc., Gaer was alleged to be a functionary of the Comrunist 
Party, Department of Propaganda and Education, which was formerly 
headed by W. J. Jerome. Gae.r was a writer and was Publication 
Director for the CIO. 


New York report dated 2/19/46 

Re: "Louise “osenberg Bransten, 

was IS-R Refer 5 Ist 

May ees 14, 16, 19 
18 


RLP: fh 


On November 14, 1946, NYT-338 advised that tt appeared 


that the Gaers ( 


Joseph Gaers 


had been good friends of Richard 


Bransten but had not been seeing him recently. 


GFJ:dbzpjb 


New York report, 3-1-46 

Re: "Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
Espionage - R" 

65-56402-675, Pp. 72 

(18) 


63 


According to NYM-160, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Gaer were the 
people who introduced tichard and Louise Bransten into the left 
wing movement in California several years ago. With regard to 
the Bransten's, in 1946 the San Francisco Office advised the 
Bureau that Louise Bransten had submitted an autobiography to 
Wikhail Vavilov, former Soviet Consul General in San Francisco, 
and at that time First Secretary of the Soviet Embassy in 
Washington, D.C. This autobiography mentioned her association 
with Gerhart Eisler, and also referred to the association be- 
tween the Branstens' and Joseph Gaer and Nathan Gregory Silver- 
master. 


(No date of information given) 
Washington, D. C. report, 11-27-50 . 
hes "Unknown Subject, was; Al, 
Albert 

(SOViE), Espionage - R" 

Cpa a9 p. & 


’ . 


On November 7, 1949, Joseph Gaer, in answer to a subpoena, 
testified before the House Sub-Committee of the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, at Washington, D. C. concerning his activities. 
The testimony given by Gaer before this Committee reflected that 
Gaer denied under oath that he was then or ever had been a member 
of the Communist Party. Gaer also denied that he introduced Louise 
Bransten and her husband, Richard Bransten, to the Communist move- 
ment in California in the early 1930's, 


New York report dated 5-2-50 


Re: "Joseph Gaer, was; %M-C 1 
ret aaah 
s) 


RLP: fh aaa 


On September 16, 19)6,| __| provided the information 
that Virginia Gardner talked to Elizabeth Searle, at which time 
Gardner asked Searle whether there had been any "repercussions". 
Elizabeth Searle said, "yes, several of them yesterday, and you 
can imagine where they came from. But I can't talk with you 
about it on the phone.!! : 


Gardner stated that she had just talked to Abe Magill 
and he told her "They are getting out of the country and going 
to France to preserve the revolutionary movement and they are 
urging the others to do the same thing." Searle expressed amaze- 
ment.ab that and declared that soon all of the writers would be 
living on the Riviera. 


It was not known at the time to whom Searle and Gardner 
referred in their conversation but it was believed entirely possible 
and probable that they were referring to Richard Bransten, with 
alias Bruce Minton, and his wife, Ruth McKenney, inasmuch as they 
had been expelled from the Communist Party in the State of Connec- 
ticut at the time. Moreover, it was known that Bransten, fora — 
considerable period of time, had been severly critical of Eugene 
Dennis on the National Committee of the Communist Party and when, 
at one time, charges were placed against him by the Party he refused 
to appear in answer thereto because he believed that he would not 
have a fair deal and the result would only cause him personal 
embarrassment. 


Memorandum from the Washington 
Field Office dated 9-18-16, 

Re: "Communist Party -— USA, 
District No. 

Washington Field Division, IS-c" 
100-3~60-527 

(5) (66) 


b7] 


According to the 1948 report of the Senate Fact-Finding Committee 
on Un-American Activities entitled "Communist Front Organizations", Virginia 
Gardner, Communist writer for the'tPeople's Daily World", reluctantly admitted 
that she knew Bruce Minton and his wife, Ruth McKemey. Gardner freely admitted 
that she was a member of the Communist Party. 


Los Angeles report 2-14-49 
Re: "Virginia Gardner, IS-cH 

100-198989-36 

(47) 


GFJsalc 


‘ Los Angeles T+l (CNHT-38) has advised that during July, 1945, 
James Gerstley and Elizabeth Gerstley of 717 North Crescent Drive, Beverly Hills, 
were in contact with Richard Bransten. CNHT~38 stated that James-Gerstley was a 
relative of Richard Bransten. : 


Ios Angeles report dated 8412449 
Res''Grace Granich nee Grace Mauls 
Internal Security—-R" 
100~88434-121— 322 

(1) 


RLP:fh 


On December 9, 1945, Ridolf Gillespie, Chairman of 
the Norwalk “Jorkers Group, CP, informed inYormsnt that he had 
contacted Lichard Brensten ond requested that Pransten be present 
at the meeting of the Norvalk Club ©.P. to be held at Gillespie!s 
home, Corver apartments f0-B Butler Street, Norurlk, Connecticut, 


on 12-11-45. 
New Haven report dated 4-2h-46; b/D 


Re: "hudolf Gillespie, was; SM-C" 
100-310306-7 
(66) 


RLP:1mp 


b7D 


[J reportea that Max and Betty Epstein, known 
Communists, were present at a meeting of the Norwalk Club’ 
‘of the CP on January 15, 1946, at the home of Rudolph Gillespie, 
CP member. At this meeting Bruce Minton produced the leaflets 
which he, Max Epstein and Mrs. Sophie Boyer had prepared, 
which leaflet it was decided to have printed following the 
discussion of strikes that took place at the meeting of the 
CP on January 8, 1946. The leaflet was for distribution at 
the various plants in the Norwalk area on January 15, 1946. 
The January 8, meeting was held at the home of Rudolph 
Gillespie, Apartment 50 B, Butler Street, Norwalk, Connecticut. 


New Haven, Connecticut report 
Lm 1 Qad4-7 

Rez"Max Jack Epstein, SHM-C" 
100-251139-15 pg. 3 

(8, 61) 


? 


GFJ-apc. 


in the testimony of Benjamin Gitlow, former erecutive 
secretary, Communist Party of the U.S. before the Special Com- 
mittee to Investigate @ime Un-American Activities October 17, 1939, 
Bruce Minton was listed as a board member of the National Com- 
mittee of the International Labor Defense. 


Sources Dies Committee Report 
10-17-39, Washington, D. C. 
Re: "Hearings before ‘a Special 
. Committee on Un-American 
9 Activities, House of Represen- 
tatives Seventy-Sizxth Congress 
61-7582 Vol. 10, p. 5988 


(28) 


FLB:djb 


b7D 


en available nomination slips from the Los Angeles 
County CPA Coun onvention held on September 2h, 19h, at, Park Manor, 

Los Angeles, for Bruce Minton and Elizabeth Glenn, formerly knowm as 
Elizabeth Leach, Northwest Section Organizer. Minton and Glenn were 

being nominated as members of the County Committee. Gordon Kahn, mem- 

ber of Group A-1, Writers Branch, Northwest Section, L. A. County CPA, 

was one of the signers of both these nominations. 


Los Angeles report 11-1-hh 
Re: "Gordon Kahn, was., Si-C# 
1L00-308745-5 
(58) 


GFJ:rad 


On 8-15-46 Informant advised that Shelma Gobelewa informed him that’ ° 

he had an appointment with John Williamson of the National C. P. Office at 3:00 P.M, 
At that meeting he advised that he was to take up the matter of theactions of 
Bruce Minton (Richard Bransten) ard his wife, Ruth McKenney(Mrs. Richard Bransten). 
Gobelewa advised informant that the above mentioned individuals were not acting ‘ 
in approved fashion for Communist Party niembers. 

CL 2 (CNHT-Z9) 7 % 

New Haven report dated 10-4~46 : 
Re:'"Shelma Gobelewa, was. 3 
Sam Gobeloff; Joe Jacobson; Joe Roberts; IS~C" 
Topsdeeg6-16 25 

(5) (58 


Shelma Gobelewa was State Chairman of the: Communist Party in Connecticut. 


RLP:fh 


Confidential Informant CNHI¥38 advised that on May 7, 1946, John 
Goldring (a member of the Executive Board of the Commmist Party as of April 3, 
informed Richard Bransten that he would not have to be at the meeting Thursday, 
as they were planning a large protest on the OPA and sympathy demonstrations on 
pehalf of Westinghouse. However, John Goldring stated that he would advise 
Bransten when the next meeting would be held. ° 


New Haven report dated 7-31-46 
Re: "John Goldring, was; SM (c)# 
“OR StS SI26 pb 


1946) 


” 


advised during an interview with Bureau Agent, that Jacob 
Golos, Communist Party member, requested Informant to get certain infor~ 
mation from OSS sometime around 192 or 1943, but did not remember what 
the information was. Informant wrote to Bruce Minton in Washington, D. C. 
as he understood Minton had contacts in OSS. Minton had answered Infor- 
-mant's letter and said he would be pleased to cooperate with Informant 
but that he was responsible to Eugene Dennis and a person whom he recalled 
as Dr. Albert Bernheim or Bernberg. He knew the fellow and recalled that 
he was formerly district organizer for the Washington-Maryland district 
and later was legislative representative of the Party in Washington. 
Undoubtedly, Informant is referring to Dr. Albert Blumberg who was the 
legislative representative of the Communist Party in Washington, D. CG. 


New York letter to.the Director 
)-8=-):7 

Re: "Louis Budeng"! 

100-63-229 

(58) 


ree) 


GFJ:rad 


CNDI LA EE-l advised that on August 22, 19h, Bernard W. Gor- 
don, Labor Chairman of Club H of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles 
CPA, told Informant that he had attended a meeting of Club H of the North- 
west Section that night at the home of Bruce Minton. Gordon was identi- 
fied entering this meeting by a Bureau Agent.. 


Again on September 23, 1944, Gordon was observed to enter the 
home of Richard Bransten, 1427 Kings Road, where, according to above In- 
formant, another meeting of Club H of the Northwest Section was in pro- 
gress. < 


Los Angeles report 1-6=5 

Re: "Bernard W. Gordon, SH-C" 
100-3356)8-h 

(16, 59) 


GFJsrad 


Grace Grannich was a reporter at the San Francisco Conference where 


she was in contact with the Chinese Delegation. She was recently residing at 
the home of Bruce Minton (correct name Richard Bransten) and his wife, Ruth 
McKenney, at 454 North Bristol Avenue, Los Angeles. Bruce Minton and his wife 
were members of the 59th A. D. Club of the Los Angies County, C. P. A. 


(No date or source of information given). 
(San Francisco Conference not further 
déscribed.) = = | 

Los Angelés report 6425-45 

Re: "Daily People's World; Daily World; 
Pacific Publishing Foundation, Inc., IS-C! 
G2 -101;70=28 Ra p. 8 

(2, 64) 


RLP :fh 


Richard Branston; also known as Bruce Minton, and his wife, 
commonly known as Ruth McKenney, resided at 454 Bristol Avenue, 
Brentwood, California, until June 15, 1945, at which time they moved 
to 48 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut. 


Grace Grannich, wife of Max Grannich, was a guest at the 
Branston home from May 25 to May 31, 1945. 


Max Grannich and his wife, Grace Grannich, were both active 
in Communist work, and they were reported to be in direct personal 
contact with persons connected with the apparatus and with the Soviet 
Secret Intelligence Service (NKVD) in the United States. 


Memorandum from Los Angeles 
dated 7-15-45; “Ot 

Re: "Max Grannich was,IS-C" 
100-88434-35 

(23) (51) 


RLPS th 


Through investigation of the Grace Granich case it was learned that 
Grace Granich recently, (apparently the early part of the year, 1945), attended 
the San Francisco Conference as a representative of the People's Worl, and while 
there, contacted Steve, (probably Steve Nelson), Carl Winter, Richard and Ruth 
Bransten, Rudy Lambert, Claude Cockbirn, and others, (all Communists). a 


From an extremely confidential and reliable informant it was learned © 
that Richard Bransten, 454 N. Bristol Avenue, Los Angeles, wrote letters to Grace 
and Max Granich. : 

(No dates of information given.) 
New York report 7~11-45 

Re: "Max Granich,  IS~R# 

100 BSySi=ZQ pp. 5, 21 

(13) 


On May 5, 1947, the New Haven Office reported that 
information received from Confidential Informant CiJP-1 reflected 
that E. H. Griesel (New York File 100-86067) wrote to Bruce Minton, 
aka Richard Bransten, 14.8 Cenal Street, Westport, Connecticut, 
and stated that he hid had 12 years experience in the Communist 
Party and was maintaining his membership in erder to maintain his 
contact with minor functionaries and rank file metbers. 


New York letter dated 9-9-7 
Re: "Communist Party, USA, 
District #2, New York 

Field Division; IS-c" 
ee 


RLP:imp 


Si 


b7] 


x 


reported that on June 8, 195, the Screen Car- 
toonists Guild Hall, 6272 Yucca was used by "New Masses" magazine for 
a fund raising meeting and reception for William Gropper (not further 


identified). The principal speakers at this meeting were Ruth McKenney 
and her husband, Richard Bransten. ; 


Los Angeles report 8-8-5 

Re: "Maurice Warren Howard-Si-C" 
100~3h2602-1, pe 

(17, 62) 

SI 100-3-25-1199 

(8, 34)) 


GFJsrad ae 


T~8 (Confidential Informant C-299) advised that Hoyt S. 
Haddock was particularly friendly with Bruce Iiinton of the "New 
Masses". (No date given) 


5 Hoyt S. Haddock was born ilay 5, 1907, Boyd, Texas. He regis— 
tered for the Communist Party in New York, 1936. He was working with 
the United Office and Professional Workers local in Washington, D. C.; 
and was Legislative Representative for the National liaritime Union 
since April, 191. In 193, he was active in attempt to prevent Con- 
gress from granting funds to the Dies Committee. He was also in at- 
tendance at the Executive Committee meetings of the National Committee 
to Abolish Poll Tax. 


Washington, D. C. report dated 6-3-l3 
Re: "Hoyt S. Haddock, was; IS-C, 
Custodial Vetention" 

61-8612-33 : 

a) 


Rir:rad 


The following information was received from a highly confi- 
dential source contained in an MC Summary dated Washington, D. C., 
May 7, 19h3: 


May 7, 1943, 11:25 A.M. Hoyt Haddock contacted Bruce (ilinton?) 
and asked when he was coming to see him. Bruce said he hasn't heen. up 
because 'you guys never give me a story.' Hoyt told Bruce he wanted to 
have lunch with him today and Bruce agreed but said he had a cousin of 
Ruth's in tow.and must bring her along. Bruce will come to Hoyt's of- 
fice at 1 P.M. Bruce asked Hoyt if he knew anything about the Food 
Conference. Hoyt said he didn't, and didn't kmow anyone who knew 
anything about:.it.! 


liC Summary, Washington, D.C., 5-7-3 
Re: ‘Maritime Committee! 
100~203268-221 

(5h) 


GFJ:rad in 


who asked if he had any ideas. 
should make a good story. 


A Technical Surveillance dated Washington, D. ©. 
11-22-43 and rubber stamped "MC" at the top, reads as follows: 


"3235 pm, 11-22-43. 


Haddock contacted Bruce (Minton) 
Haddock said he had one which 


They agreed to meet tomorrow. Haddock 


asked Bruce if he knew anyone in the technical division of the 
Soviet Purchasing Commission. 


GFJ:db 


No." 


Re: "Communist Ip,filtration of 
the CIO Maritime Union; IS-C" 
62-56218-77 

Cay. 


The following information was taken from an MC Summary dated 
Washington, D. C., December 13, 1943: 


"12-13-43 9:55 a.m. Bruce Minton talked to Ann Zucker, asked for 
her husband, Jack,Minton; told her his wife, Ruth, was going to invite them 
to their house for a party on December 26. Bruce then spoke to Haddock, asked 
him if he had anything for a story; that he hadn't had a story from him ina 
long time. Haddock said he had no story, but had some news that Bruce might 
want to use. Bruce will call at the office at about noon. 


10:45 a.m. Ruth Minton asked Sadie to come to her house for a 
Christmas party on Sunday, December 26. 


"1200P Bruce Minton tried to contact Congressman Marcantonio 
at his office. 


"12:07 p.m. Bruce Minton contacted successfully Don Pond at 
NWA 71311, a woman at the Electrical Workers, and a woman at NFCL and 
Elizabeth Saculy at Cannery ‘Workers, for any news items they might have that 
he could build a story on, but with negative results." 


MC Summary, 12-13-43 

Re: "Congress of Industrial 
Organization, Maritime Commission." 
100~203268~258 

(54) ss 


GFJ:ale 
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Confidential Informant T-6 (C-299) stated that Bjorne Yngvare 
Halling was very friendly with Bruce Minton, Labor Editor of the "New 
asses", who was knowm to be a member of the Communist Party. 


Bjorne Yngvare Halling came from Norwaxr to the United States: 
in 1931 and received his citizenship papers at San Francisco, California, 
in July, 1937. He was employed in that City as a longshoreman from 
1931 to 1937, at which time he took employment with the Committee for 
Industrial Organization. In that capacity he worked at New York City, 
vhiladelphia, Pennsylvania, Norfolk, Virginia and New Orleans, Louisiana. 
He was a-close associate of viarry Bridges. Since 1933 he has played a 
prominent part on the San Francisco waterfront as a leader in the Inter- 
national Longshoremen's Association and the International Longshoreman's 


and Warehousemen's Union and he was very active in Communist Party front 
organizations. 


Washinston, TI. C. report dated 
6-11-))3 ; 

Re: "Bjorne Yngvare ualling, was, 
IS (C), Custodial Dentantion!! 
100-8)91-36, page 

(52) 


The following information was taken from an MCA Summary dated Washington, 
D. Co, March 23, 1943: 


13/23/43 3:45 P.M. Bruce Minton contacted Sadie and told her that 
his wife appreciated Sadie's letter very much, and stated he was writing an 
article on John L. Lewis and wondered if Halling had any information regarding 
him. Sadie stated that she didn1t believe Halling had my such information 


and in answer to Bruce's question advised that Haddock was at a Poll Tax 
Meeting.! 


MCA Summary, 3-23-43 

Re: "Transcontinental & Western Airline, 
Inc., American Communications Association." 
100-203, 268A 

(54) 


GFJ:fh 88 


On September 4, 1943, Bruce Minton (phonetic) contacted Halling 
(not further identified) and asked if he had any tips; Halling didn't 
but Minton said he would be over to see Halling at 2:30; that he had a 
lot of information he would not want to give over the phone. 


MCA Sumnary 
Washington, D. C. 
September h, 1943 
100-203268~133 
(5h). 


REP:rad 


In a signed statement by Elizabeth Terrill Bentley dated 
11-30-45 at New York City, on page 31 and 32-: she stated the 
following: «- 


tAnother individual with whom I became adquainted in the 
latter part of 1942 was Maurice Halperin. I became acquainted with 
him through arrangements made for such meeting by Jacob Golos and 
from what I later learned, it appears that Halperin, who at one time was 
professor of romance languages at Oklahoma University, had come to 
Washington, D. C. after some trouble at Oklahoma University and, 
together with a former colleague of his at Oklahoma University, Willard 
Park, who taught anthropology there, had indicated to Bruce Minton 
of the "New Masses" that they desired to be placed in contact with 
some Communist in the East. 


"I also learned that during his stay in Oklahoma, Halperin 
had been a Communist Party member but upon his arrival in Washington 
had apparently temporarily lost corfact. Halperin was employed by = 
OSS in the “atin-American Division of the “esearch and Analysis branch 
and Park was in the Political Section of the Office of the co-ordi- 
nator of Inter-American Affairs. 


"Minton apparently communicated to Golos the desire of 
Halperin and Park to make a Yommunist contact in this section and 
my subsequent meeting with them was a result of arrangements made 
by Golos. ‘ 


"iy first: meeting with Halperin was in Washington, D. ©, 
at Parkts residence, which ! recall was over the Yistrict line in 
Maryland and on this occasion 1 discussed with them the work they 
were doing. On this occasion + told Halperin and ‘ark that Bruce 
Minton had sent me to see them-and they were pleased to make the 
contact. It was arranged that + would collect Communist Party dues 
from Halperin, and it is to be noted that *ark was not a Party 
member although I know he did occasionally make contributions to 
the Party." 


New York letter dated 11-30-45 
Re: "N. Gregory Silvermaster, was, et al; 
Espionage-R" 
wo enclosure pp.31,32 


SI= 65=56402-3476 (22, 51) 
SI 65-56402-621 128 66) (25) 
SI 65-14303-41 (68) 


RLP: fh reve) 


The following interview with Liaurice Halperin, professor at 
the University of Oklahoma, was conducted by Special Agents Joseph T. 
Genco and Frank J. Nolan on May 29, 197, at approximately 2 P.f. 


Halperin was asked if he knew Bruce Ifinton, and after hesi- 
tating a moment, stated that he knew who he was and may have met the 
man but had never associated with him socially. He recalled that *- 
ilinton’was an editor -of some sort, and upon prompting, recalled that 
he was editor of "New Masses". However, his association with him was 
such that he could not recall any of its details other than he may 
have met him. 


New York report dated 6~7-)7 
Re: "Gregory, Espionage-R" . 
65-56),02-2583, page 5 

(56) 


RLP:rad 


Hlizabeth Bentley said that Morris Halperin, 
another party member, was head of the Latin American 
division, research and analysts branch, O35. 


Halperin, she declared, had access not only 
to OSs cables and information but also to State Department 
information as well. 


Halperin was a regular eager-beaver for his party 
work, she indicated. 


She described how Halperin "got stranded" in Washington 
without a contact. He was a great friend of Willard Z. Park, 
a cousin of the man known as Bruce Minton, a former editor 
of the New Masses, and through Park, Halperin contacted Minton, 
who referred him to Joseph Golos, she testified. Golos sent 
Miss Bentley to Park's home to establish contact. 


Minton's real name was Richard Branston, and he was he 
former husband of Louise Branston, whom Miss Bentley described 
as a Communist and a fellow-student of her's at Vassar. 


Chief Investigator Robert #, Stripling said the record 
showed that Park lived at 36 Poplar Ave., Takoma Park, Maryland. 
He was employed at the time in the office of the Coordinator 
of Inter-American Affairs, and was apparently on loan to OSS. 

He said that Park was active in the American Peace Mobilization, 
the organization that picketed the White House during the Soviet- 
Nazi nonaggression and trade pact, 


The Washington Post, 8-1-48 


61-6328-A 
(21) (86) 


RLP:eb 


Informant Gregory advised he became acquainted with Maurice 


Halperin in the latter part of 1942 through arrangements made for 
such a meeting by Jacob Golos, who was a known Soviet espionage 
agent who died November 27, 1943. The Informant stated Halperin 
was at one time a professor of romance languages at Oklahoma 
University and because of some trouble at the University, he had 
come to Washington, D. C. with a former colleague named Willard 
Z. Park. According to Informant, both of these individuals in- 
dicated to Bruce Minton, a prominent Communist Party member, 


that they desired to be placed in contact with some Communists 
in the Hast. 


Washington, D. C. report, 5-5-49 
ke: "Maurice Halperin, SM-C" 
65-14303-38 

(14+, 39) 


GF I:db 


Through an investigation conducted by a Bureau Agent 
it was learned ‘that Richard Bransten covered the United Nations 
Conference at San Francisco in early 1945 as a representative of 
New Masses magazine. Upon his return to Los Angeles from the 
Conference on May 22, 1945, the following names and addresses were 
among his effects: ; 


"Chang Han-Fu, Editor "New China Daily News", 124 W. 

6th Street, Trinity 7913 (this is the address of the 
Los Angeles County Communist Political Association). 
Langston, 634 St. Nick Avenue, Ed. 4-6909. 
Richardo Martini, Avenida El Bosque, Apartment 2, 
LaFlorida, Caracas, Venezuela. 

Martinez, Calle Elisea, 15, Department 8, Mezico City. 
Kastas Karayargas, Room 326, Bellevue, Taylor and Geary. 
James W. Miller, 1833 Sunnydale Avenue, Juniper 4-1929. 
Dr. Branko Kajic, Representative of the telegraph agency, 
New Yugoslavia." 


Los Angeles report 8-8~-45 

Re: "Comintern Apparatus, IS-R" 
100-203581-4584, p. 12 

(17, 64) 


GFJ:lmp. 


On December 5, 1944, Thomas Leonard Harris, Author, 
Lecturer, and National Secretary of the National Council 
American-Soviet Friendship, contacted an unknown individual at 
the People's Educational Center, Communist dominated organization, 
at which time Harris advised that he would not be able to make 
the class that night because of rehearsal for his United Nations 
Forum broadcast. He suggested that Bruce Minton be used in his 
stead inasmuch as Minton had substituted for him the last time. 


Sources LA CAP 19-A 

Los Angeles Report, February 8, 1945 
Re: "Thomas Leonard Harris, was; 
Is-=2" 

100-299061-52, page 15 

(15, 60} 


On April 12, 1945, Thomas Leonard Harris, National 
Secretary of the National Council American-Soviet Friendship, 
was contacted by Ken Howard, key figure in the CPA in Los 
Angeles, regarding $35.00 owed Harris by the P.E.C. At the 
time he was invited to partictpate in a panel discussion and 
a meeting of the CIO Council on April 20th. Harris stated that 
he would be very happy to participate in the forum and the 
subject assigned to him was "History, Political and Economic." . 
‘Participating with Harris were John Howard Lawson, and Richard ~ 
Bransten, aka Bruce Minton, by which name he was known in 
Los Angeles, former husband of Louise Bransten, both of whom 
were key figures in the Los Angeles County CPA. 

b7D 


Source 

Los Ang > vuly 7, 1945 
Re: "Thomas Leonard Harris, was; 
Is-2" 

100-299061-93, page 30 


(15, 64, 60) 


RLP srl 


In an interview with lir. Seymour Bakst, former member 
of the Communist Party, on Oct. 2, 1950 by Bureau Agents, Bakst 
reported that he had met Travis Hedrick, Bditor of "USSR Infor- 
mation Bulletin", through Bruce Minton (hichard Bransten), for 
whom he, Bakst, was working. 


Washington, D. C. memo to the 
Director, 11-14-50 


Re: "Travis heene Hedrick, 
Espionage - R! 
101-6306-89 

(7, 41) 


» 


In an interview by Bureau Agents under date of Dec. 16, 
1950, with Richard Bransten, he advised that he first met Trevis 
Hedrick, Editor of "USSR Information Bulletin", in 1942 when Hed- 
rick came to Washington to head the Federated Press succeeding 
Virginia Gardiner. 


Mr. Bransten stated that he felt it was his duty to wel- 
come Hedrick to Washington inasmuch as he assumed that Hedrick 
was a "leftist" by the very nature of the position he had assumed. 
In this regard Bransten stated he had no advance knowledge of 
Hedrick's sympathies but felt that he must be a "leftist" to be 
the Editor of Federated Press such as he, Bransten, would have to 
be a leftist to be Editor of "New Masses". 


Bransten went on to state that during the three or four 
contacts he made with Hedrick he had no occasion or opportunities 
to learn anything concerning Hedrick's membership in any organi- 
zation including the Communist Farty. In fact hes tated he had 
no information which would lead him to believe that Subject was 
actually a member of the Communist Party. In this connection it 
was pointed out that at one time during the interview in reply to 
a question as to Hedrick's affiliation or membership with the 
Communist Party, Bransten replied, "I never knew for sure that 
he was a Communist". 


Bransten emphasized that he himself was an open Communist 
and had no qualms about revealing his membership in the Communist 
Party. Because of this fact, regular members of the Communist 
Party steer clear of him because association with Bransten would 
reveal them to be Communists or associates of Communists. Thus it 
was that only innocent and unsuspecting persons were ever seen in 
his presence. 


Mr. Bransten further declared that during the three or 
four meetings he had with Hedrick, the only people he could recall 
having been present were Virginia Gardiner, Hedrick's predecessor, 
and Adam Lapin of the "Daily Worker". Bransten could suggest no 
’ other person who he knew would be acquainted with Hedrick and his 
activities in Washington, D. C. He felt that Virginia Gardiner 
might possibly know of Hedrick's Communist Party activities. He 
stated, however, that Adam Lapin would not be a good person to 
contact concerning this matter. 


Braristen advised that the last time he saw Hedrick was at 
a farewell party held in Bransten's honor on New Years live, 1943- 
1944 in Washington, D. C. Bransten stated that shortly thereafter 
he departed Washington for California and has not seen Hedrick 
since his departure from Washington and has never corresponded 
with him. Consequently he does not have any current information 
concerning Hedrick. . 


Bransten was very open about his membership and acti- 
vities in the Communist Party. He gave the impression that he 
wanted to cooperate, however, he volunteered no information. He 
stated he would not be an informer but would be glad to answer 
any specific questions about himself or anyone that he knew. 


New Haven, Connecticut report, 
1-4--51 

ke: "Travis Hedrick, Espionage - kh" 
101-0306-96 

(3) 


GFJ:db 


Richard Bransten, former member of CP in 
Connecticut, was interviewed recently, with Bureau 
permisston, concerning one Travis Hedrick. Bransten 
appeared to be cooperative during the interview and 
agreed to discuss with Agents of the New Haven Office 
specific individuals in whom the FBI was interested 
and stated that he would advise whether the persons 
concerning whom he was being questioned were Communists. 
Bransten was, at one time, well regarded by the Communist 
Farty and just prior to being expelled from the CP was one 
of the leading instructors in educational classes .in 
Connecticut, Accordingly, it was believed that he should. 
be ina position to know something about the system of 
"matl drops" used by the CP and, possibly, the identities 
of some individuals who were or had been-so used. He will 
be interviewed along those lines in the immediate future 
and the Bureau advised of the results. 


Office memorandum from 

New Haven Field Office. 

Re: "Communist Party-USA3 
Confidential Matling Addresses; 
Internal Security-c" 
100-~3-64-599 


(4) 


RLP:eb° 


Source A (Information obtained by SA Fred G. Dupuis) ad- 
vised that Nora Hellgren, formerly Educational Director for the 
Russian-American Club, Los Angeles, received, on February 1h, 196, 
a copy of a news publication from London, England, entitled, "The 
Week", edited by Claude Cockburn. This was a Commnist publication 
supporting the Russian position on all current issues. Cockburn 
was knowm to have attended the United Nations Conference at San 
Francisco and was a close friend of Bruce Minton; Ruth licKenney, 
Communist key figures connected with the "New Masses", and also 
a friend of Grace Grannich who ettended the Conference on behalf 
of the "Daily Worker", New York City. 


Los Angeles repott dated 3-12-l6 
Re: "Mrs. Nora Hellgren, wa., Et Al, 
IS-R" 

100-8663-hh 

(42) 


404 


[| atvises that Marjorie Hogg,whose name appeared on the 
Membership List of the Stamford Branch of the CP and Darien Branch of 
the CPA, was present at a meeting of the Study Group of the Norwalk 
Professional Group of the Communist Party on October 2h, 1945, held at 
the home of Richard Bransten, 48 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut. 


Hogg also attended a Communist Party Marxist Study Class at the Bransten 
residence on January 23, 19h6. 


New Haven, Connecticut report 
1-23-51 

. Re: "Marjorie Hogg, SM-c" 
100-335830-5, p. lt 
(1) 


402 


GFJ:rad 


b7] 


On September 12, 1945, Confidential Informant CNHT-38 advised that 
Carroll Morton Hollister contacted Richard Bransten, an active CP Iiember in 
the Westport, Connecticut area, and advised Bransten that he had recently moved 
East because he had obtained a position with James Melton. Informant advised 
that Carroll Morton Hollister and his wife, Ruth, were residing on Broad Street, 
Westport, Comecticut and it was apparent to the informant that Hollister had 
previously been acquainted with Richard Bransten. 


Carroll Morton Hollister was employed as piano accompanist for Metro- 
politan opera singer, James Meltone He held membership in CP Professional Group 
at Norwalk although he has not attended meetings. He was amember of the Execu. 
tive Committee of Fairfield County, Connecticut. 


New Haven report dated 624-46 
Res "Carroll Morton Hollister 


Security Matter (c)" 
LOO-—1L05058-33-— 22 
(19) 


RLP;fh 


Confidential Informant T~3 [: . __|aevteed that on December 5, 1945, 
a meeting waa held at the residence of Richard Bransten, Westport, Conntecticut. 
At that meeting, which was attended by Ruth Manship Hollister, Marxk'# 'Walue, 
Price and Profit" was discussed. Ruth Hollister did not participate actively 
in the discussion. At that meeting it was decided that Ruth Hollister would 
give the next report through Chapter 10 of Value, Price and Profit!" by Mark. 


Confidential Informant T-3 Le aplasvises that on January 23, 1946, b7D 
a meeting of the Norwalk Professional Club of the Commnist Party was held at 

the residence of Richard Bransten, Westport, Connecticut. It was attended by 

Mrs. Ruth Hollister. At that meeting a summary report of the book "Value, 

Price, and Profit" by Mark was given. Ruth Hollister confided to Confidential 
Informant Pe that ICCASP was the greatest medium of the Commnist Party 

in the United States, 


Confidential Informant a advised that on January 16, 1946, 
a meeting of the Norwalk Professiona ub of the Communist Party was held at 
the residence of Dr. and Mrse Marcus Paris, Worwalk, Connecticut, at which 
Ruth Hollister was present. At that meeting a collection was taken up for a 
mimeograph machine to be used by the Norwalk Club. Ruth Hollister insisted 
that the $75.00 that wowld still be on hand after the purchase of the mimeo- 
graph machine be turned over to the Communist Party National Headquarters. 
She also advised that the members of the study Glass should be diserect 

when at Richard Bransten's in order to protect each other so that if a stool 
pigeon was present he. or she could not tell who the Communists were who were 
present. It was to be noted that Richard Bransten was a Marxist writer and 
former contributing editor to the "New Masses" who was recently expelled from 
the Communist Party. 


Confidential Informant T-3 [| advised that on May 13, 1946, a 
meeting of the Norwalk Professional Club of the Commmist Party was held at 
the residence of Richard Bransten, Westport, Connecticut. At that meeting, 
attended by Ruth Manship Hollister, the coverage of the United Nations Orga- 
nization was discussed. 


b7D 


Confidential Intormant T-3 (i eaeeen that on September 13, 1946, 
another meeting of the Norwalk Professional Club was held at the residence of 
the Bert Kellers at which Ruth Hollister was present with her husband. She did 
not actively participate in any discussion. That meeting was devoted to a disy 
cussion of the expulsion of Richard Bransten and his wife, Ruth McKenney, from 
the Communist Party. 


b7D 


Confidential Informant T~2 advised that on February 3, 1946, 
Richard Breisten ‘told. him the followings ansten had been contacted by Ruth 
Hollister who informed‘him that her son, David, a student in high school, had 
been selected to represent Staples High School, Westport,,. Connecticut, ad World 
Union, Inc., at a Youth Conference in Concord, Massachusetts, in ‘the near future. 
She told Bransten that she would Like David £6 talk with Bransten to get certain 
things straightened out in his mind so that he would know how to argue at the ! 
conference. Bransten agreed to see David but admitted he didn't know all the 
answers to World Union, but knew it was "screwy", 


New Haven report dated 1-23-47 

Re: "Ruth Manship Hollister, was.; SMC! 
100 ~ 105058. — 37 

(18) 


CORRELATOR's Notes 


Ruth Manship Hollister was a member of the Norwalk Professional Branch 
of the Communist Party, Norwalk, Connecticut. She was also a meinber of the 
ICCASP. In 1949 she was a patient at the Tuberculosis Sanatorium, Newton, 
Connecticut, and no current CP activity in the part of Ruth was-reported since 1949. 


405 


Informant | laweeeee on April 18, 1943, the 
informant encountered Eugene Holmes (not identified} on b7D 
lith Street, N. W. and informant told Holmes of the progress 
informant had made on informant's assignment of contacting 
the broadcasting companies. At that time Holmes asked 
informant if he had been asked to attend the party given at 
the home of Bruce Minton and Ruth McKinney, and tnformant 
answered "no." 


Washington, D. C. Report 
December 30, 1947 
100-3-65-847, page 17 


(45) 


GFJsrl 
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C~319 advised in 1944 that Bob Hurley, at one time 
with the Atomic Energy Commission (but who was denied securtty 
clearance under date of August 24, 1949) was believed by infor- 
mant to be in charge of the records of the White Collar Union 
of the Communist Party. Bob Hurley had been referred to the 
Communist Party by Bruce Minton. 


Informant further stated that he had attended a party 
of new recrutts of the Communist Party and the recruits were 
addressed by Bruce Minton whose real name was Richard Bransten 
and who stated he was a member of the Communist Party and hoped 
all those present would become Communists. 


Washington, D. C. report, 8-11-47 
Re: "Carl Robert Hurley, ABFA- 
Employee" 

LI6-16333—9, p. 2. 

(46) 


6319 -advised that in 19), the records' of the White Collar Union 
of the Communist Party at Washington, D. C., included the name of one Bob 
Hurley who resided at 301 Ordway Street N. W. This informant also furnished 
information that Bruce Minton,self-admitted Communist, referred to Bob 
Hurley as a Commnist. 

San Francisco report 5-6-118 
Re: "Communist Infiltration of 
Radiation Laboratory, University 

of California, Berkeley, California, 
TS-Rt 
100~190625-28h2, p. 11 

(40) 


108 
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The report of SA Paul H. Livingston, made at New 
Haven, Connecticut, on January 25, 1943 reflects that Matthew 
Josephson and his wife, Hannah Josephson, resides at Gaylordsville, 
Connecticut, and were very friendly with Er. and Mrs. Malcolm 
Cowley and that the Josephsons reportedly visited Russia in 
approximately 1939. Neighbors of the Josephsons at Gaylordsville 
reported that it was rumored that they were Communists. The 
Josephsons were friends of Ruth McKenney, who was expelled from 
the Communist Party with her husband, Richard Bransten, in 1947 
for deviation from the Communist Party line. 


New Haven report dated 6-S-49 
Re: "Matthew Josephson, was., 
Security Matter - oC" 

100-3 70312-7 

(S) 


In the "Daily Worker" for January 30, 197, George Morris 
wrote an article entitled, "Left! Red-Baifer Left Behind in Poll", 
in which he stated that Alice Burkhart Junker, who claimed that the 
Communist Party was not "Left enough for her, had been defeated for 
the post of Financial Secretary of the A. Schrader Company Shop Com- 
mittee of UE Local \75. He.quoted Alice Burkhart Junker as saying 
that she was opposed to all aypeasers, especially those who were 
members of the U.S. Communist Party. lorris referred to Alice Burk- 
hart Junker as an expelled Communist Party member ‘associated with 
Ruth licKenney and Bruce ifinton, Verne Smith, William F. Iunne, and 
Lyle Lowling. 


Alice Burkhart Junker was euplsaed by A. Schrader Company, 
h70 VandérbiltiAvenue, Brooklyn, and she was active in the UERMMA, 
Local 75. As of July 8, 197, she was chairman of the "New Com- 
mittee for Publications", and was expelled from her Industrial Club 
in the. Communist Party on October 21, 196. She later became a mem- 
ber of a liarxist Group antagonistic to the Communist Party, USA. 


New York report dated 7~-8-1;7 

Re: "Alice Burkhart Junker, was; SM-C" 
100-12688-31, page 2 

(50) 


The following information was taken from an MC Summary dated 
Washington, D. C., February 7, 1944: 


"2-7~44, 10:10 a.m. Bruce (Minton?) asked Ann for Lou's last 
name and address. She told him,Lou Kalb, that he lived at 1900 Biltmore, 
NW. 


MC Summary, 2-7-44 

Res "Communist Infiltration of 
CIO Maritime Committee, IS-C! 
100-203268-307 

(54) 


GFJ :alc 
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‘believed to 
and eddress 
believed to 
Biltmore St 
address, th 
Kalb, whose 
Mobilizatio 


rLP : limp 


Source 2 recalled that in February, 1944, an individual 
be Bruce iinton, made ingviry of one Ann, for the nanie 
of an individual. At the time, Ann save the individual 
be Minton the name of Lou Kalb, who then lived =t 1900 

reet, U.W., Washinzston, D.C. Ey reason of name and 

e Lou Kalb so referred to was believed to be Louis 
name appeared in active indices of American Peace 

n end Washinston Peace Mobilization. 


Source 2: WFO C-~299 
Washington report cated 3-4-7 
Re: "Lonis halb, wes; Sh-C" 
100~335€15-4 

(19) (55) 


442 


The informant reported on June 3, 1945 that Richard Bransten, also 
known as Bruce Hinton, was invited to attend a reception for Soviet Delegates 
to be held on June 5, 1945. The meeting was to be held at the home of Charles 
Katz, prominent labor attorney and known member of th Communist Political 
Association. 


Source: CNDI LA MN-1 Los Angeles 
letter dated 11-16-45 

:.tRichard Hallock Davis, 
Loyalty of Government Employees" 
121+12978~1%5 
(11,44) 


FIB: rar 


Through surveillance of the home of Charles Katz, Com- 
munist Labor Attorney, at 2640 Carmen Crest Drive, Los Angeles, 
California, it was learned that on June 5, 1945 a reception was 
held at the Katz home for the delegates from the Soviet Union 
to the United Nations Conference which was ‘then going on in San 
Francisco. A number of prominent Communists attended this 
reception among whom were Frank Tuttle, motion picture director 
and his wife, I.L.W.U. Leader Harry Bridges, movie actor John 
Garfield, Kichard Bransten and his wife, Albert Maltz, Lou . 
Solomon, King Lardner, Jr. and John Wexley, screen writers, 
William Pomerance, Executive Secretary of the Screen Writers 
Guild, actress Dorothy Tree, Herbert Biberman, director and Dan 
and Lilith James, writers. All of these people with the excep- 
tion of Garfield and Bridges have been identified by highly 
reliable informants as being members of the*’Comnunist party. 


Los Angeles, California report, 
12—4l.S 

Re: "Frank Wright Tuttle, IS-c" 
65-29437-20 

(3) 


SI 100=-57453-145 P. 21 
(19) | 


- In the diary of Mary Jane Keeney, well-known Communist, 
which was sent in by a highly confidential source, there appears 
the following item: 


"8-25-45. Leisurely breakfast and some talk with Joe 
(Bernstein). His non-appearance due to reason we suspected. 
Still drigzling. Leave about 9:45. Stop in Newport to see 
Richard and Ruth (Bransten?). Bill Blake and Christina Stead (?) 
there. Conversation is fast and brilliant. Rk. & EF. (Richard and 
Ruth) on point of resigning from N.M. (New Masses) but not sure 
whether to do it quietly or with a blast. Richard developed ulcers 
from unrest and dissatisfaction during winter.s.....” 


Washington, D. C. report 12-23-46 
Re: "Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
Espionage - R" 

65~56402-1938, p. Ol 

(1) 


In a memorandum, reference was made to a telephone 
communication of Supervisor Tuohy of the New York Office with 
the New Haven Office on the afternoon of March 3, 1947 advising 
that Mary Jane heeney, well-known Communist, was proceeding to 
Stamford, Connecticut to spend the evening with Richard Bransten 
and his wife, Ruth Mecikenney Bransten. 


CNHT-38 advised that Mrs. Keeney did visit the Bran- 
stens on March 4th. 


Memorandum to the Director from 
New Haven, 3-4-47 
Re: "Mary Jane Keeney, SM-C" 
Lees 

2 


NYT-447 ascertained that Mary Jane and Philip Keeney 
(well-known Communists), have had voluminous correspondence with 
Richard and kuth Bransten, well-known writers, both. of whom have 
been previously investigated by the New York Office, as well as 
with Joseph Bernstein (not otherwise identified), with whom the 
Keeneys have been in close association for a number of years. 


(No date of information given) 
New York report, 10-6-47 

Re: "Mary Jane Keeney, IS-K" 
101-467-33, p. & 

(20) 
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Charles Lawrence Keith, a member of the Waterfront 
Section, Communist Party, USA, for factionalism, was expelled in 
December, 1945. Ina letter sent from P.R. Club, C.P., 1703 
Washington Avenue, Bronz, N.Y. to Communists in NYC, Keith was 
listed with Sam Darcy, Ruth McKenney, Bruce Minton, William F. 
Dunne and Verne Smith as persons expelled by the C.P. The 
letter was entitled: "An SOS to all Communists from the P.R. 
Club, C.P." Keith is now a National Steward of the National 
Maritime Union. ; 


Sources Letter to the Director 
from New York dated 11-1-46 
Re: "Sam Adams Darcy, was; 
Internal Security - ¢"- 
61-6593-209 

(62) 
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During an interview by Bureau Agents with lirs. Nell Amelia 
King, at the home of her daughter, 3282 Alberfoyle Place, N.W., Wash- 
ington, D. G., on February 14, 1950, Mrs. King adviséd that she’ had 
met Richard’ and Ruth Bransten in Brussels, Belgium, where the Branstens 
lived. Mrs. King said that she had an extremely high regard for the 
Branstens and did not think they were members of the Communist Party 
and had never heard anyone say they were Communists. 


Washington, D. G. report 3~2-50 
Re: "Mrs. Nell’ Amélia King, IS-R" 
100-215006-11h, pe h 

(2) 
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. CNHIH#38 reported on Sept. 5, 1945, that Ruth McKenney Bransten advised 
Helen Seldes, (Communist Party member), and informant that at a meeting of the , 
Norwalk Branch of the Communist Party, held on the previous evening, Rasmus K. Kling, 
Communist, had made a motion to dissolve the Norwalk Branch because he did not 
want to be in the same branch with Richard Bransten. 


New Haven Conn. report 12-19-46 
Re: "Rasmus K. Kling, SM-C" 
(4) 


ee 
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related that Rasmus Saerenson Kling, Communist Party member, was 
present at a meeting of the Norwalk Communist Party at the home of Bruce Minton 
at 48 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut. (No date of meeting given.) 


Informant further reported that Kling also attended another Communist 
Party meeting at the Minton home on February 28, 1946. 


New Haven, Conn. report 824-49 


Re: "Rasmus Saerenson Kling, SM-C! 


100-73 VW 26 
(35)? Up 


~_ 3 
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On May 17, 195, Special Agents of the San Francisco Fiela 
Division observed Felix Kusman, key Communist figure in the New York 
City Field Division, entering the Ritz Restaurant, 65 Post Street, at 
1:15 P.M. with Louise Bransten. At that time he had lunch with Bransten 
and her ex-husband, Richard Bransten. 


San Francisco report 7-L6-)5 
Re: "Felix Kusman, IS-R" 
100-1),6288-81, p. 8 

(13) ; 


hee 
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|__]reportea that Bruce Minton of the "New Masses" 
and Adam Lapin of the "Daily Worker" were both notified and 


requested to write a feature article on the report of the Kil- 
gore Committee which was a spectat committee to investigate the 


National Defense Program, 


(No date of information given.) 
Washington, D. C. Field Division 
letter to the Director, 10-21-43. 
Re: "Opal Essant , SM-C" 
62-63307-6 

(31) 


{ _laavisea that on October 22, 1943, he heard James 
Branca, airman of the Local Communist Party, ask Mrs. Eva L. 


Lapin, correspondent for the "Daily Worker" in Washington, D. C., 
whether she could get someone.to help her and Mrs. Lapin advised 
that she thought she could get Ruth and Richard, apparently 

referring to huth Mckenney and her husband Richard Bransten, both 


members of the party. (Apparently reference to "help" was in re- 
gards to help getting recruits.) 


Washington, D. C. report 
1-2b bly 

Re: "Mrs. Eva L. Lapin, SM-C" 
ao 

2 
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CL~914 advised on March 25, 1944, that on that evening there was 
to be a party for Ralph Putmam Laundy, member of the Ohio Communist Party 
Committee, at 17707 Glenshire Road, Cleveland, Ohio, (listed in the telephone 


directory. to John Biebel, reported Party member.) Bruce Minton was to attend 
this party. — 


Cleveland, Ohio report 6-16-44 
Re: "Ralph Putnam Laundy, SM-Ct 
100-195873~3 

(54) 


According to CNDI LA NM-1, on June 5, 1945, Kenneth Howard, 
key figure in the Communist Party in Los Angeles, arranged for a luncheon 
meeting with Bruce Minton on instructions of John K, Lawson, Union leader 
of the Communist element in the motion picture and radio industry. This 
meeting was for the purpose of reprimanding Minton because of remarks he 
made at a meeting sponsored by the People's Educational Center. 


Informant also report that Howard was responsible for perfecting 
arrangements to conduct a Political Affairs Institute in Westwood Village, 
Los Angeles, to be jointly sponsored by the Beverly~Westwood Democratic 
Committee and the People's Educational Center on June 10, 1945. Featured 
speakers on this program were John K. Lawson, Richard Branston, Sanford 
Goldner, Thomas L. Harris and Marguerite Clark. Lawson, Branston and 
Goldner are all known to the members of the Communist Party. 


Los Angeles report 1-18-l6 

Res "Kenneth Winslow Howard, IS-C" 
100~266))17-9 

(23, 9) 
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On September 20, 1944, Source B advised that R. S. 
Avery as treasurer of the People's Educational Association, 
acknowledged a coritribution from Richard Bransten, 1427 N. King 
Road, Los Angeles.  o* 


[| surmise a mimeographed letter reflecting b/7/D 
that there wo e a meeting of the teachers of the Hollywood and 
Downtown Center Schools, on Friday, Feb. 2, 1945 at the auditorium, 
766 N. Vermont, and all individuals interested were invited to 

attend. Source B reported that Bruce Minton, Sanora Babb, Emma 

Lu Davis, Dorothy Baruch, Dr. Frank I. Davis, Morton Grant, Edward 
Dmytryk, Michael Uris and Ben Borzman were among the teachers 

who were to be present. 


A change of quarters for the People's Educational 
Association from the downtown area was suggested by John Williamson, 
National Secretary of the Communist Political Association. Prior 
to this suggestion a meeting was held at the home of Abraham Burrows 
and contact for the use of his home, according to DARE-1, was made 
by Elizabeth Leach, known Communist Party member. She in turn 
contacted Ken Howard, known Communist, advising that this home 
covld be used. She was in further contact with Jane Wallace, 
referring to the following individuals and whether it would be 
proper to find them: ; 


Mischa Altman Arthur Birnkrant Marjorie Fiske 


William Pomerance Bernard Lusher Norvalle Crutcher 
Katherine Baker Mayer Frieden Bruce Minton , 
Pauline Lauber Carl Brandt Emil Freed 

John Howard Lawson Sam Goodwin: Helga Weigert 
Arnold Manoff Philip Connelly Albee Slade 

Alice Orans Morris Rapaport George Bradley 
Bert Cooper Earnest Dawson Frank Green 


La Rue McCormick 


All the above are known to be Communists or close 
followers of the Communist line. (No date of this information ; 
; ) . b7D 
Ziven). 
Source B is a high i i 


Muary 18, 7 
Los Angeles report 4/16/45 
Re: "People's Educational 
Association, IS-C" 
100-247118-12, p. 29, 60, 71 
(23, 62) 
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On October 25, 1943, a man named Tuck probably 
Louis Tuckman) asked Manny Levin (not identified) to give 
him the telephone number of Bruce Minton. Levin said 


Woodley 2779. 
Souree s [| D7D 


Re: "Communist Farty, U.S .Acy 
District No. 4, Washington Field 
Diviston; JS-C" 

WFO report dated 11/2/48. 
100-3-60-287 

(49) 


RLP:eb 


CWP-1 furnished a representative of the New Haven Field Division 
with a fragmentary portion of a letter dated February 1h, 1947, apparently 
written by Private Richard Levine stationed at Fort George Wright, Spo- 
kane, Washington. This letter was addressed to Ruth McKenney, wife of 
Richard Bransten, and asked for information relating to Communist material 
as Levine was apparently interested in the Communist Party movement. 


Memorandum to the Director from 
New Haven, Connecticut, 3~7-l:7 
Re: "Private Richard Levine, 
ASN~11078065# 

100-31,9808-1 

(16) 


L239 
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From a teletype to New York from Washington, D. C. dated 
10-9-46 it was learned that on October 8, 1946, heba Lewis, daugh- 
ter of Rose Leaf Anderson, known Party member, contacted Helen 
Silvermaster and stated she had called up Richard Bransten and 
she and Roger (Lewis), assistant professor of medicine, Johns 
Hopkins, visited him and had a long talk. 


Teletype, New York to Washington, 


D. C. 10-9-46 
Re: "Gregory, Espionage — R" 
6 5. 56402-1651" 


GFJ:db 
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Confidential Source A (CNDI LA EE-1) advised on Liay lh, 19h, 
that a meeting was to be’ held at Albert Maltz's home, 6526 Lindenhurst 
Avenue, Los Angeles, on the evening of May h, for the Executive Secre- 
taries of the club in the Northwest Section. Special Agents of the 
Los Angeles Field Office ‘conducted a surveillance at‘the Maltz home 
from 7:5 to 8:45 P.ui. that evening and identified, among others, 
Bruce Liinton. 


Confidential Source B (CNDI LA CL-1) participated in the con- 
ference at which Elizabeth Leach, Organizer, N. W. Section, and Bruce 
Winton, "New Masses" writer and Communist, according to Source B, were 
also in attendance, and he reported that Elizabeth Leach told Liinton 
that Albert Maltz was willing to do anything for the Communist Party. 
She described him as being very loyal and one who would do what the 
Party tells him to do, even though it may hurt him personally. 


Records reflect that Albert ilaltz held 193 CP, USA, Member- 
ship Book #25062 and 19) Membership Book #18639. He was also active 
in OWI - Hollywood Writers Mobilization and was on the Initiating Com- 
mittee of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization which planmed on exposure 
of the California Legislative Committee Investizating Un-American Ac- 
tivities. He also held 19) CPA Membership Card #6987 and was Execu- 

, tive Secretary of Club I, Northwest Section, Los Angeles County Com- 
munist Political Association, which was dessolved in December, 19h). 

As of January 8, 1945, he was assigned to the Southwest Cultural Group 
of the Los Angeles County Communist Political Association. 


At the above-mentioned meeting the following persons were also 
in attendance: Harjorie Potts, Organizational Secretary and Membership 
Director, N. Wi. Section. 
Bill Pomerance, Member of the Section Executive Committee, 
; -N. W. Section. 
John Howard Lawson, Chairman, N. W. Section Executive 
Committee. 


134 


iadeleine Ruthven, member of the N. W. Section Execu- 
tive Committee. 
John Sanford and Mildred Rogers, both reported to be 
finctionaries N. W. Section. 


Los Angeles report dated 7-22-h) 
Re: "Albert Maltz; Is-c! 
100-76)6-31, page 2 

(7) 

SI 1L06=76))6-65, pages 25531533 


(5) 
SI 100-76)6-l6, pages 2,3 
(9) 


advised that at a meeting held on Dec. 26, 1942 
at the home of Jewel Mazique (not otherwise identified), 1861 
California Street, Washington, D. C., Bruce Hinton, editor of 
the "New Masses", and well-known Communist, addressed the gather- 
ing. In his remarks he stated: 


"The Communists work very hard for their objectives, 
their work is an obsession with them. -It is true, however, that 
they do not win all of their fights, and one such instance is the 
loss of the Anti-Poll Tax Bill fight, but it is our intention to 
begin work on that immediately as soon as the next Congress goes 
in.session. We have been successful recently in the Transit 
Company issues (a campaign to force the Capital Transit Company, 
Washington, D. ©. to employ Negro street car and bus operators 
and this was true, because we work very hard and draw from all 
of our resources, and we do have many of them,as will be evi- 
denced in the coming fight on the Poll Tax Bill." 


Washington, D. C. report, 4-5-43 
Re: "National Committee to 
Abolish the Poll Tax, IS-c" 
62-67571-30, p. 128 

(31) 
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Source C advised that there was a Communist Party 
meeting of the Sunset Branch, Northwest Section, scheduled 
to be held on September 5, 1944, at the home of Bruce Minton, 
1427 North Kings Road. <A surveillance was conducted at that 
address by Special Agent David McCullough and it was noted 
among the several cars there that one license, number 2Y8903, 
was parked in front of the Minton home and it was registered to 
Jan RF. McLaren, 8531 Lookout Mountain Avenue. 


Souree C: CONDI LA HEI 

Los Angeles report dated 11/14/46. 
Re: “Jan R, McLaren; Alice 
McLaren; SM-cC" 

100-347102-2 

(56) 


RLP:eb 
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Confidential Informant M~95 advised that he learned that Bruce Minton 
visited Ned Sparks at CP headquarters on April 12, 1944. M-95 stated that it 
would appear that Minton was definitely a Party member in view of the tenor of 
the conversation. Minton was known to be the editor of "New Masses". 


Sparks and Minton discussed Edward McMurray. Minton did not have too 
high an opinion of McMurray, stating that he was not a real thinker, and not too 
friendly. He further stated that he probably was the best man as far as the Party 
was concerned, but that he couldn't slap him on the back too hard or trust him too 
fare Minton mentioned that he had talked to various CIO leaders throughout the 
country and that all seemed to hold McMurray in general contempt although they 
recognized him as the best man at that time in Wisconsin. 

Sparks at that time stated, "McMurray knows that we nominated him and 
elected him." Minton stated that McMurray had also told him that he knew that. 
without the warm support of the CIO", he had no chance in Wisconsin. iinton then 
stated that if McMurray would be properly handled he would be good and could be 
a leader in progressive coalition. Minton also stated that McMurray has sena~ 
torial possibilities. Sparks: agreed that that was so, and that he had already 
been sounded out by Mel Heinritz and had agreed to run, provided he could get 
labor support. 


Melvin Heinritz was reported a CPA member, Business Representative 
of State, County, Municipal Workers of America, CIO, Secretary~Treasurer, WSIUC, 
Executive Board Member, MIUCe 


Ned Sparks was Wisconsin State CPA President/ 


Milwaukee report dated 7421e44 
Re: "Communist Infiltration of CIO 
Industrial Union Councils; Milwaukee 
Field Division; Internal Security (C)" 
— 100-B30A9=30=72ip Ze = 
: (60) 


» 00; 


REP: fh . 


Lewis Merrill, one of the leading stalwarts of the C.I.0. 
Political Action Committee, was sponsor and speaker of a "New Masses" 
rally, held at Manhattan Center on April 12, 1942. Associated with 
him in this capacity were contributors of the "Daily Worker”, Ruth 
McKenney and Bruce Minton. 


Source: Special Committee on 
Un-American Activities, House 
of Representatives 78 Congress. 
Re: "Political Action Committee 
C.L 00, 3-29-44. 

57-407-424 pe 127 

(44) 
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The Los Angeles Office has reported that a highly confidential 
and reliable source informed that in May, 195, James Walter Miller's 
“name and address appeared among the personal effects of Richard Brans- 
ten when Bransten returned from the United Nations Conference in San 
Francisco. Miller claimed to be a representative of the "Russky Golos", 
(Miller has translated items in American publications for the Russian 
Consulate. ) 


San Francisco report 3-20-l:7 
Re: "James Walter Miller, IS-R" 
100-3261)23-83, p. 3 

(16) 


GFJ:rad 
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[_Jaavisea that Althea Moore, Communist Party member, was 
observed attending a meeting of the "Daily Worker" readers of the District 
of Columbia at 1421 T. Street, N.W., on November 26, 193. According to 
Informant, Bruce Minton was the principal speaker at this meeting. 


Washington, D. C. report 1-26-hh 

Re: "Rirs. Althea Grosser Moore, was., 
Sec ; 
100-20161- h, pe bv) 
(55) 


Above informant advised that James Moore, Organizer for Inter 
national Longshorements and Warehousemen's Union, was also present at 


the above-described meeting. 


GFJ:rad 


Washington, D.C. report 2-21-h) 
Re: "James Madison Moore, IS-0" 
100-20))161-6 

(55) 


On April 12, 1944, Bruce Minton, former Washington editor of the 
'New Masses'', conferred with Josephine Nordstrand, Ned Sparks and Esther Eisenscher, 
Communist Party member and stenographer in District 18, CP: Headquarters. 
Minton stated that the purpose of his swing through Wisconsin was to contact 
people both favorable and unfavorable to the Communist Party and obtain from 
them a political picture of the state so that he might.write on the Wisconsin 
State Conference on Social Legislation. He further stated that it was not his 
job on this trip to, convert peoplé to their way of thinking. 


Josephine Nordstrand was secretary (Executive) of the Wisconsin 
State Conference on Social Legislation and she was a Communist. 


Ned Sparks was secretary of the Communist Party, District 18, state 
of Wisconsin; member of the State Committee, Communist Party. 


Milwaukee report dated 5~12~-44 

Re: "Wisconsin State Conference on 
hia ne praerry ed 

(47) 
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An informant advised on August 8, 1945 that one Lt. Alec 
North (phonetic) telephonically contacted Ruth Bransten (wife of 
Richard Bransten). North stated he had been in the U.S. Army for 
three years and appeared to be an old friend of Ruth Bransten who 
was surprised to hear the length of his service in the Army. He 
was assigned to the Army Special Service Division of the War: Dept. 
Stationed in New York City dealing with hospital activities. He 
advised that he had also written several scores for the Office of 
War Information and had also worked on scores for Benny Goodman, 
the dance orchestra leader, during the past winter. 


The reason for his call was that the staff of the Wakeman 

General Hospital in Indiana had desired to put on a show at that 
hospital with the cast made up from patients and it had been 
decided that McKenney's story "My Sister Fileen" would be the 
production and it was desired that sme of the actors who had held 
leading parts in the New York production of this play be requested 
to go to Indiana and assist and he also requested that Mrs. Bran- 
sten make this trip, expenses paid. In reply, Ruth Bransten stated 
that she would like to assist but desired to discuss the matter 
with Richard Bransten first as she was not sure whether some sort 
of conflict might arise because of her political views and recalled 
that in California she had been turned down after volunteering her 
services to the American Red Cross to teach a class in writing for 
the via "you know why" (apparently referring to her political 
views). : 


Lt. North stated that he did not believe this was the 
Same sort of thing and that no difficulty would arise. On August 
9, 1945, Lt. North again contacted Ruth Bransten from New York City 
at which time she declined the invitation previously offered due to 
her poor physical condition and the shortage of the servant help. 
During this conversation, Lt. North recalled being acquainted with 
Gunnar Michelson, a resident of Ridgefield, Connecticut, with whom 
they were mutually acquainted. Michelson is a radio script writer 
of soap operas and other national radio programs, also the subject 
of a closed New Haven Security Matter - ¢ file. 


During this conversation it was indicated by Lt. North 
that he would be desirous of obtaining the services of Gunnar Mickel- 
son for the above purpose. However, Ruth Bransten stated that 
Hiclelson had been t11 and depressed of late. Lt. North stated 


440 


that he had recommended Mickelson to the War Department for a 
postition as a writer. However, it had not come through as 
Mickelson was not a citizen of the U.S. 


Source: CNHT - 38 

Report dated 9-25-45 

New Haven, Connecticut 

Re: "Mrs. Richard Bransten, 
Internal Security - ¢" 
1100-13225 = 76 

(10) 


FLB:djb 
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The following information was received form an X Summary dated at 
Washington, D. C., March 22, 1943: 


1322-43, 9:04 A.M., X~2618-2. Bruce Minton, 'New Masses! Magazine, 
told Orekhov he has sanething very important he would like to see Grekhov about. 
Minton said he was, unfortunately, in a hurry. An appointment was made for 
10:00A.M. today." 


65=3.0092=L071 
ia 


The following information was received from an X Summary dated at 
Washington, D. C., April 3, 1943: 


WAsd433 4:10 P.M. Bruce Minton, "New Masses! asked Orekhov if he 
remembered the date of the treaty between Russia and Czechoslavakia setting out 
the post-war boundaries of Czechoslavakia. Orekhov asked Minton to get in touch 
with him tomorrow for this confirmation." 


Opi O092= 1089 


GFI:fh 
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In the testimony of former S. A. Louis J. Russell before 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities on October 30, 19:7, 
it was learned that Louise Bransten, former wife of Richard Bransten, 
editor of'New Masses", was active in a campaign started in the year 
190, for the purpose of purchasing Gerhart Hisler's way out of a 
concentration camp in France. 


The records of the State Department disclosed that on April 
26, 1933, a family passport was issued to Richard Bransten and his 
wife, Louise Rosenberg Bransten. 


Russell testified that Louise Bransten was active in the 
Min the Peace" organization until her departure from New York on 
February 1), 197. He also testified that Charles A. Page, an em- 
ployee of the State Department from about 1928 to 1933, was in con- 
* tact with, among others, Gerhard Hisler. Also, Page was in corre- 
spondence with Lovise Bransten with reference to a person believed 
to be Gerharc Eisler. 


Russell further testified that on December 29, 1943, Louise 
Bransten was a guest at a dinner given by Lement U. Harris of Cappaqua, 
New York. Gerhard Eisler was also present at this dinner. 


Memorandum to the Director from 
D. Mi. Ladd, dated 11~17-7. 

Re: tHouse Comittee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities"! 

61-7582-1)88 

(1h, bh) 


GFJ:rad 
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advised that Bruce Minton-was the principal speaker 
at a regular meeting of the Oth A. D. Communist Club of the Los Angeles 
County Communist Political Association, November 22, 19h, at the Music 
Genter at 25263 Brooklyn Avenue, Los Angeles, California. Following the 
talk by Minton a general discussion was had by the members in which Charles 
Samuel Painter, Communist, participated. § 


Los Angeles report 1-16-15 

Re: "Charles Samuel Painter, IS-C! 
100-201:997=17 

(56) 
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By teletype from San Francisco it was reported that Susan 
Brandenstein Park was a cousin of Richard Brandenstein, alias Richard 
Bransten and cousin of Mrs. John Walton Dinkelspiel, nee Clara Bransten, 
sister of Richard Bransten who was then in Florida where her husband, a 
lieutenant in the U. S. Navy, was stationed. 


Teletype from San Francisco to 
the Director, 1-11-)) 

Re: "Comrap" 

100-203581-11,00 

Cy, 24) 
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On August 25, 1946 Jean Pastor told Confidential 
Informant T-3 (CNHT-38} and Lillian Fletcher that a meeting of 
the Norwalk Workers! Branch of the Communist Party was held that 


day at_the home of Richard Bransten, and that she attended that 
meeting. 


Jeanne Pastor was in contact with Michael A. Russo 
and Joseph Roberts at CP Headquarters, Bridgeport, Conn., and - 
swas a member of the CP National Committee. 


New Haven report dated 12/13/46 
Re: "Jeanne Adleman Pastor, 
was; Internal Security-C" 

et eked 

14) 
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William L. Patterson, Assistant Director of the Abraham 
Lincoln School, (Chicago Workers School) advised| that Bruce b7D 
Minton, Washington Editor of the "ew lasses", would be in Chicago 
during the week of April 17, 19h, and that he was very anxious to 
have liinton do something on the South Side. 


This informant also reported tnat Fred Ptashne, member of 


the School Board, had dinner with Bruce ilinton the evening of April 
21, L9kh. 


The same informant learned that Bruce Tiinton would probably 
pay a visit to the School April 22, 19h. 


Chicago report dated 5-6-l 
Re: Abraham Lincoln School 
(Chicago Workers School); IS-C# 
100~11507-255, page 

(45) 


e 


William L. Patterson, Assistant Dire e Abraham TLin- 
coln School (Chicago Workers School), oe aap ee Bruce Lin- 
ton, Washington Editor of the "New Masses", was going to speak at the 
Grand Ballroom of the Hamilton dotel, Chicago, on April 23, 19h. 

He told the informant that iiinton's topic would be "Secret Plot Against 
America", He also advised the informant that Earl B. Dickerson, a 
rember of the Board of Directors of the Abraham Lincoln School, would 
sit on the platform at this meeting and would make some remarks on 
Fascist enemies of the United States. 


Arthur Stern, art program director, edvised____ tnat 
Goldie Shapiro (unidentified) had requested him to conduct group 
singing at a house party to be held on Vay 22, 194k, for Bruce Iin- 
ton of the "New Liasses", but that he had to decline. 


Chicago report dated )-25-hh . 
Re: "Abraham Lincoln School 
(Chicago Workers School), IS-G* 
100-11507~2h7, page 5 

(45) 


b7D 


furnished a printed leaflet of the People's Educa~ 
tional Association which reflected that on April 15, 195, Dr. Robert 
Pettengill would speak on the Economic Problems of the Peace. This was 
one of a series of meetings at which the following were the speakers: 
John Howard Lawson; Bruce Minton; Dr. Dean E. McHenry; John Steuben; 
Dr. Frank C. Davis and Dr. Wilbert EL. Hindman. 


Los Angeles report )-27-))8 

Res "Council on Atomic Implications, 
Is-c , : 
LO0=353581-3, pe h 

(43) 


GFJ:rad 


Informant Robert M advised on June 17, 190, that Frances Pindyck, 
also known as Frances Bella Pindek, Mrs. Edward J. Cantor, Frances Cantor, in 
191, was known to be a contact of Jessica Smith, editor of Soviet Russia today, 
and Richard Bransten. (Pindyck is a sister of Sylvester Pindyck, former Agent 
in Charge of the Special Investigative Department of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service.) fe 


% 


' 


New York report 1-5-8 
Re: "Alan Herman, IS-R" 
100-572-16 pe. 12. = 
(12, 35) 


GFJ:fh 
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Bruce linton, Washington Editor of the "New Masses" 
was in town during April and informant made available an invitation 
for an informal reception for Bruce Minton to be held at the home 
of Jacob Pohn, 742 W. Buena Terrace, on April 22nd at 8:30 p.m. 
Acceptance replies to the invitation were to be addressed to 
Beatrice Johnson, 1652 S. Millard Avenue, telephone, Crawford 


$225 ° 


b7D 
‘ Source: 
Chicago report dated 5-29-44 
Re: "Communist Party, USA, 
District No. 8, _. 
Chicago Field Division; IS-C" 
100-3~14-2208 pp. 43, 44 
33 
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Confidential Informant T-10 (C-299) advised that 
Bruce Minton, also known as Richard Bransten, the former husband 
of Louise Bransten, and later the husband of, Ruth McKinney, was 
in contact with Donald Pond, who was the boyfriend of Myrtle 
Powell, and employed as Secretary at the Yugoslav Embassy, 
Washington, D. C. in 1947. Powell was previously vice-president 
of Washington Peace Mobilization, and was known to be a member 
of the Communist Party in the District of Columbia. 


; Washington report 
. dated 12/20/17 
Re: "Myrtle Bernice Powell, 
Internal Security - Cc" 
100~2964.80-4 p. 4 : 
(17) (48) 


NYM-160 advised that Loutse and ichard Bransten, well- 
known Communists, had sertous marital difficulties and that Mrs. 
Bransten was represented legally by Martin Popper and Richard 
Wolf, Communist attorneys. 


(No date of information given) 
New York City report 5-29-46 
Re: "Martin Popper, IS-R" 
105-1913-22, pe 7 

(19) 
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The informant advised on September 15, 19), Vladimir Posenér 
(Communist member) called Richard Bransten to tell him that he spoke 
at the Iiusicians Congress, the previous night and he advised Bransten 
he would be able to get some information if he would call the Screen 
Writers Guild. 


He stated that the "Free World" had requested a copy of his 
speech and that Bransten was to get permission from the Musicians Con- 
gress and that Posener would give him the text of his address. 


Los Angeles indices reflect that Richard Bransten is the 
divorced husband of Louise Bransten, San Francisco, who was a fre- 
quent contact of Gregori Kheifets, (not identified), Richard Bran- 
sten was a writer for the "New Masses", under the name of Bruce Min- 
ton. He is a Communist Party member and active in various party 
organizations. 


CAP-17 

Los Angeles report dated 12-1-h 
Re: Vladimir Posener, Internal 
Security-R# 

65-38096-10 

(32) 
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In a small black notebook of Vladimir Posener (CPA member) 
the name Richard Bransten, 2939 Newark Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 


was among a number of others. 


FLB:rad 


C.N.D.I. L.A. CAP-1O 

Los Angeles report 3-10-)5 

Re: "Vladimir Posener, Internal 
Security-R! , 

65~-38096—Lh 

(3) 
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On June 26, 19), CNDI DA EE-1 advised that Marjorie Potts, 
Northwest Section Membership Director of Los Angeles, ‘contacted Mrs. 
Sol Fishman, wife of the Chief Latin American Editor of the Tass News 
Agency, and asked that they keep the following Saturday afternoon open 
for a meeting with Bruce Minton and Ruth McKenney. This meeting was 
held at the home of Bruce Minton and was for the purpose of discussing 
the nature of material to be placed in an issue of "New Masses" regard- 
ing the cultural side of the Movie Industry. A-surveillance of this 
meeting reflected that it was attended by approximately 20 leaders of 
the Communist Party in the Northwest Section. However, neither Sol i 
Fishman nor his wife were identified as being present at this meeting. 


Los Angeles report 8-25-l 
Re: "Sol Fishman, SM-C" 

’ . 100~212789-9 
(56) 
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On April 4, 1944 there was a meeting of the "Forun for 
Democracy” at 1925 South Third Street, Louisville, Kentucky. The 
meeting was addressed by Bruce Minton, Washington Correspondent 
for "New Masses*, Present at this meeting were 13 individuals 
including Michael Powsner, all known to be Communists. 


Sources [| 
Louisville, Kentucky report 
dated 6-18-48 
Re: Michael (NMI) Powsner, 
Lae" 

121-8818=7 

(40) 
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_  deon Pressman testified before the House of Representatives, 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Washington, D. C., on August 27, 
1950. Leon Pressman stated that Richard Bransten was in Washington, 
BD. C. from 1942 or 1943 to 194, and that he, Pressman, was a guest 
at itr. Bransten's home while he was in Washington. On one of these 
occasions he identified Nathan Gregory Silvermaster as being there 
and possibly Paul Robeson. 


Pressman also stated that lr. Richard Bransten was a member 
of the Communist Party. 


Leon Pressman acknowledged he once belonged to a Communist 
Underground Group (Ware Group). 


"The New York Times", 8-28-50 | 
New York report dated 9-29-50 
Re: "Leon Pressman, was. IS-C 
100~11820-512, pages 59,60,61 
(8) (25) (36) 
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A highly confidential source of known reliability advised that . 
the name, Leslie Reade, with no further identification, was mentioned in 


correspondence from Richard Branston to Louise Branston on February 27, 
19h0. 


New York report 3-1))-50 

Re: "Alix Simon Reuther, IS-R" 
1L00~356205-—20 

(22) 
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CL-902 on March 23, 1944, advised that Bruce Minton of the 
"New Masses" (reported weekly CPA propoganda vehicle) in New York 
and Washingon, (D. C.) arrived in Cleveland on the same date and 
said he had several appointments, one with Marie Price (reported 
CPA’member) who was to arranse a meeting for him with Richard Edison 
Reisinger, a key figure. . Reisinger was re-elected without opposition 
in May, 1946 as President of Cleveland Industrial Union Council, CIO 
(Communist Controlled). He is reported to be Vice-Chairman of the 
ClO Political Action Vommittee of Cuyahoga County, Ohio. 


Cleveland report dated 11-15--44 
Re:" Richard Edison Reisinger;IS5-C" 
100-20462-6 

(51) 
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In the investigation of William kemington, the following 
information was furnished on Bruce Minton as an associate and con- 
tact of Remington: "Ann Remington has stated that shortly after 
she and William hemington moved to Washington, D. C. in May, 1940, 
Bruce Minton contacted her requesting that she perform research 
and reporting for him, and in general, report Washington news 
for Minton's use as writer and contributor to various publications." 

Washington, D.C. report 7-24-50 
Ret "William Walter hemington, 
Per jury" ; 
74-1379-66 , Pe Bis 52 

(7, 35) 
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In an interview on May 26, 1950, with Mrs. Ann Remington (former 
wife of William Walter Remington), it was learned that Bruce Minton, Com- 
munist writer who was Washington's representative for "New Masses", had 
requested Ann to do some work for him in digging up news bits and items 
about Liberal and Left Wing groups in Washington. 


Remington had opposed this as did Helen (Elizabeth Bentley), 
as they did not want to focus any attention on the Remingtons. 


Washington, D. CG. report 6-7-50 
Re: "William Walter Remington, LGB" 
121-6159-576, p. 1h 

(45) 
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On August 29, 19h, Richard Bransten, ex-husband of Louise 
Bransten, visited San Francisco and while in that city, visited Her- 
bert Resner, known Comaunist Party member and local attorney. Louise 
Bransten attempted to have Tlilliam Schneiderman meet with Richard 
Bransten at a supper to be given in her home. Richard Bransten was 
then: residing in Los Angeles, California. 


Confidential Informants SF-1301 

and SF-10),0 

San Francisco ‘report dated 12~2-hh 
Re: "Louise Rosenberg Bransten, was, 
Internal Security-R, Refer 5-I-S" 
100-17139-118, page 13 i 
(10) 
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T~L advised that from information in his possession a meet~ 
ing of the "Daily Worker" leaders of the District of Columbia was held 
on November 26, 1943 at Moses Hall, 121 T Street N.W. This meeting 
was called py-the Daily Worker Committee of the Communist Party and had 
as its speaker Bruce Minton. At this meeting it was decided to have 
a meeting of the Communist Party in January; time, place and program 
to be decided by a Special Arrangements Committee tor which Griffin Rich- 
’ ardson,former member of the City Committee of the local Comnunist Party, 
voluntesred. James Branca, Robert Paul, Virgil Akeson, Casey Gurewitz 
and Florence Plotnick, all known members of the Communist Party also 
volunteered to serve on the committee. 


(T-L not further identified) 
Washington, D. CG. report 5-19—)); 
Re: "Griffin W. Richardson, SM-C" 
100~307))56—1 

(61) 
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On April ), 1945, CNDI LA EE-1 reported that Frederic Irwin 
Rinaldo, member of the Benjamin Franklin GPA Club in Los Angeles, told him 
he had been asked to attend a meeting at the home of John Howard Lawson, 
h5h2 Coldwater Canyon to discuss the future of the "New Masses" magazine 
in the Los Angeles area. A surveillance of this meeting conducted by 
Bureau Agents resulted in identifying Elizabeth Leach Glenn, Arnold Man~ 
off and Richard Bransten and his wife. All of these individuals are know 
to be members of the Los Angeles County Communist Political Association. 


Los Angeles report 5-7-5 | 
Re: "Frederic Irwin Rinaldo, IS-C" 
100=—233281-9 

: (15, 6h) 
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On August 22, 194), CNDE LA EE-L reported that a meeting of 
Branch H of the Northwest Section of the Communist Party would be held 
that evening at the home of Bruce Minton, 127 Kings Road. A surveillance 
of this address by Bureau Agents was conducted that evening and among 

the cars observed to arrive whose occupants entered the premises was 

@ car registered to R. B. Roberts who was known to have been a member 

of the Communist Party. R. B. Roberts was in the United States Army 

at that time, indicating that the woman driving the car was possibly 
Kathryn Roberts, wife of R. B. Roberts. 


Los Angeles report 12-8-)) 

Re: "Kathryn Etta Jane Roberts, SM-C" 
1L00~336927-1, pe 5 

(59) 


According to -CNHM~29, on August 6, 1946, Joseph Roberts, then 
State Chairman of the CP, remarked that a meéting of the Norwalk Branch 
of the CP had been held on August 25, 1946, at the home of Bruce Minton. 
Roberts had remarked that it would be necessary to get rid of the "can- 
cerous growth in this branch. He also stated that Epstein was at this 
meeting. 


CNHT-38 stated on September 7, 1916 that according to Ruth 
Bransten, Max Epstein, active Communist, defended Richard Bransten at 
the time he was expelled from the Party and that Epstein would be dropped 
‘ and not permitted to re-register in January, 1917. 


New Haven, Connecticut report 
12-28-18 

Re: "Max Jack Epstein, SM-C" 
100-251139-20 

(2, 62) 
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On March 3, 1943, Jerome Issac Roman went to Washington, D. C. where 
he remained for several days working with Bruce Minton, well known Communist and 
contributor to "New Masses", toward unifying various antagonistic elements in 
order to achieve cooperation in the drive to repeal the Poll Tax, launched by 

the National Committee to abolish the Poll Tax. Prior to leaving for Washington, 
Roman had held a long conference with Gene Dennis, National Committee member of 
the Communist Party, U. S. A., during which Conference Dennis advised Roman as 

to the desired methods of going about his task in Washington,D. C. It was noted 
in the'Daily Workécr of March 10, 1943, that a conference sponsored by the 
National Committee to abolish the Poll Tax was held in Washington, D. CG. , on 
March 9, 1943, which conference had the combined support of the American Feder~ 
ation of Labor, the CIO and the Railroad Brotherhoods. Representative George H. 
Bender, Ohio Republican, acted as Chairman. The"Daily Worker" stated "Seven 
Congressmen representing diverse political groups joined in a formal announcement 
that they have formed a coalition to repeal the Poll Tax Laws of the South." 

On the basis of the information reported by Tel (NYT-26), it would seem obvious 
that Minton and Jerome, advised by Dennis, were working towards this unification. 


Jerome Isacc Roman has been Managing Editor of "The Communist" since 
July, 1944. He was New York State CP delegate to the National Convention at — 
NYC on May 20, 1944. Investigation indicated that Roian was considered an out 
standing Marxist scholar and literary figure in the’ Communist Party of America, 
his activities being confinéd to teaching, speeches, editorial duties, literary 
criticisms and writing books and magazine articles, as well as counseling 
others regarding their writings. 


“New York report dated 11-2-44 
Res"tJerome Isaac Roma, was: IS-C" 


100 ~6108—7 % Pe 3 
(51) 


On August 15, 194, a surveillance was conducted by Special 
Agent Fred G. Dupuis of the Los Angeles Field Division in the vicinity « 
of the residence of Kay Ruskin, of 839% Westmount Drive, who had been 
acting in the capacity of Membership Director of Club H of the Sunset 
Branch. At 7:5 Kay Ruskin left her home and traveled by streetcar to 
Santa Monica and Hayworth, where she was joined by Henry Blackfort, and 
they proceeded to Sunset Boulevard and Kings Road, where they walked to 
the residence of Bruce Minton, where it was determined a Communist meet— 
ing was in progress. 


Shirlee Pearl Davis was observed by Agent Dupuis to have. been 
parked in the vicinity of this address. 


Correlator's Notes 


Shirlee Pearl Davis served as Literature Chairman, Hank Forlies 
Communist Club, 16th CP Section, LACCP, in 196. Ina 197, she was reported 
to have been a GP member for four years. She was active as AYD leader 
and in close contact with LACCP functionaries in 195-8. She was in 
IPP work in 1948-9. 


Los Angeles report dated 11-15-l) 
Re: "Shirlee Pearl Davis, was; Sii-C" 
100-308050-5 

(601) 
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On August 16, 1944, CNDI LA EE-1 advised a meeting of 
the Sunset Branch Club H of the Northwest Section was to be held 
August 17, 1944. A surveillance was therefore maintained on 
August 17, 1944 at the residence of Kay Ruskin, Membership Director 
of Branch H, 839% Westmount Drive and she was observed to leave 
the house and proceed by street car to the residence of Henry 
and Sylvia Blankfort, Communist Party members, 1326 North Hayworth. 


Kay Ruskin and the Blankforts then proceeded to 1427 -: 
Kings Road which is the residence of Bruce Minton, 


Los Angeles report 9-29-hh 
Re: "Kay Ruskin, was.,- SM-C" 
fay pe. 3 


It is noted that the date of the surveillance in this memorandum 
is differen¢¢ than that shown in Los Angeles report dated 11-15-44, file 
#100-308050~5. However, this information is as shown in the reference. 
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CNHT-29 advised that on March 19, 19))6 a meeting of various 
Communist Party committees was held at Communist Party headquarters in 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, at which time Michael A. Russo, then State 
Secretary of the Communist Party, advised those present that Abraham 
Weinstein together with Bruce Minton, Rose HcGillicuddy and Nat Weiss 
were members of the Organizational—Educational Committee. 


New Haven, Connecticut report 

6-13-19 

Re: "Abraham Benedict Weinstein, SM-C" 
100~361170~2 

(37) 
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On September 11, 196, Confidential Informant T-1 (CNHT~38) 
advised, that Richard Bransten stated to George Seldes, that-he, Bran- 
sten, had received a letter from Louis Scala in which Louis Scala re- 
pudiated Bransten's document, and was sorry that Bransten had written 
it. Scala was also reported to have stated that although he likes 
George Seldes very much, he was quite disappointed in him in many 
ways, especially in some of the articles that Seldes had written. 


Louis Scala was on the Stamford Executive Committee of the 
Communist Party, and later was Educational Director of Stamford Com- 
munist Party. 


New Haven report dated 1-2-7 
Re: "Louis Scala; IS (C) 
100~13035-38 

(20) 


advised that at a meeting of the Norwalk Pro- 

fessional Group, Communist Party, held Oct. 15, 1945 at the home 
of Robert Patterson, (not identified), Westport, Connecticut, 
Mary Hickok (not identified) gave a report on the activities of 
the Norwalk Branch of the Icc. After this Richard Bransten sug- 
gested that Mary Hickok contact George Seldes who would be willing 

to assist in the ICC program. Mary Hickok suggested that someone 
who knew Seldes better should do this-and Robert Patterson 
accepted the job. Subsequently, Robert Patterson told Informant 
that he did not feel that Geo. Seldes would be interested -and, 
therefore, did not get in touch with him. 


In connection with the magazine "In Fact", CNHM-38 
advised that at various times during March, 1947 George Seldes 
and Richard Bransten discussed the campaign being conducted 
against "In Fact" by the magazine "Plain Talk". Seldes advised 
Bransten that Isaac Don Levine, publisher of "Plain Taik" had 
devoted an entire edition to an article by Eugene Lyons on "In 
Fact. 


_ On March 8, 1948 the same informant reported that George 
Seldes was contemplating contacting a lawyer for legal opinion 
as to possible grounds for a suit against Levine and the magazine 
"Plain Talk". Seldes discussed this matter with Bransten. It was 
Bransten's opinion that Seldes had a good case and should make it 
clear to his lawyer that he, Seldes, and Bransten were openly 
associated with the Magazine and that Seldes knew Bransten's 
politics and when they discovered that their politics did not 
jibe, Bransten dropped out of the association. The Branstens 
were planning to leave for Europe on April 16, 1947 and Seldes 
indicated that he might ask Bransten for an affidavit before he 
left. 


New Haven, Connecticut report, 
2215-49 

Re: "George Henry Selides, IS-c" 
997-427-287 
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CNHT-36 furnished a log of a conversation between 
George Seldes, editor and publisher of "In Fact" and Richard 
Bransten, alias Bruce Minton, which conversation took place 
on March 4+, 1946. ° This conversation was as follows: 


SEIDES: Do you know our big story this week, Richard? 

BRANSTEN: Wo, what? 

SELDES: We have the Canadian plan for attacking Russia. 

BRANSTEN: We have what! ; 

SELDES: The Canadian plan for attacking Russia via the sretac 
Circle. 

BRANSTEN: No! 

SELDES: Yes. 

BRANSTEN: Jesus! 

SELDES: Do you know what it is called? 

BRANSTEN: What? 

SELDES ¢ Operation Musk-Ox. 

BRANSTEN: My God! 

SELDES: Don't you breathe a work of this until Friday. 

BRANSTEN: I shouldn't - of course not. 

SELDES: But kt's going to be a big story. noe you know this 
fellow I hired? 

BRANSTEN: Yeah 

SELDES: He went down to Washington just as to lay ground for 
having newspapermen, you know, you see, cover for us. 

BRANSTEN: Yeah 

SELDES: And while there, he saw some people - I won't say 
anything about it over the telephone - 

BRANSTEN: Yeah, yeah. 

SELDES: He.saw a colonel in the Army 

_BRANSTEN: Yeah ; 

SELDES: And this Colonel was so fed wp with what goes on that 

: the Colonel told him the whole story 

BRANSTEN: My God! 

SELDES: What these Canadians are doing. Now listen - did 
you hear Walter Winchell last night? 

BRANSTEN: No. ; 

SELDES: Ah! I will just tell you what he said. It shows that 
Winchell knows about it, but was afraid to use it. 

BRANSTEN: Yeah. 

SELDES: In the middle of some of, you know - so and so is 

- getting a divorce, and so and so - he said - The most 

interesting item today is the, is the move of the 
airplane carrier Midway in the Arctic - That's all, 
see - then Flash! somebody is getting a divorce again. 
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BRANSTEN: Gee, You don't think these people are crazy enough 
to go to war right now.... 
SELDES: No, no, no Richard. But, I mean, the significance 
is, that they are holding maneuvers now for a future 


“plan 

BRANSTEN : It's terrifying. 

SELDES: What? 

BRANSTEN: It's terrifying. 

SELDES: Of course it's terrifying, and I think we are going 
to blast this story. We are going to- try to put that 
into the ad too. 

BRANSTEN: Good, that's swell, George. 

SELDES: We're zoing to blast --- 

BRANSTEN: Incidentally, you had a very good issue this week. 

I enjoyed it very much. 


New Haven, Conn. letter to the 
Director, 3-4-46, Re:"George 
Henry Seldes; IS-C." | 
997-427-227 

(6, 66) 
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Washington Field Office on May 21, 1943, reported 
that Bruce Minton, a@iso known. as Richard Bransten, called Geraldine 
Shandros, who is the legislative representative for the American 
Communtcattons Association in Washington, D. C., and told her 
he had to write an editorial on the FCC-Cozr question for the 
"New Republic and PM" and wanted to know if there was anything 
new, 


Memorandum for Mr. Ladd from 

G. C. Callan of the Washington - 
Field, 5-22-43, 

Rez "William FE, Dodd, Internal 
Security, Hatch Act." 

101-4585 -42 

(18, 61) 
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C-299 advised that Geraldine Shandros, Legislative Representa- 
tive for American Communications Association, Washington, D. C., fre- 
quently furnished information to Virginia Gardiner, correspondent for 
the "Daily Worker™ and "Federated Presst. She also: furnished infor- 
mation to Adam Lapin, correspondent of the "Daily Worker" and Bruce 
Minton. : 


No date of information given. 
Washington, D. G. report 1-8-)) 
Re: "Geraldine Shandros, was; IS~C! 
100~233191-6, p. 3 

(57) 
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Arthur Stern advised] __|in April, 1944 that b7D 
Goldie Shapiro had requested him to conduct group singing at 
-a house party to be held on May 22, 1944 for Bruce Minton of 
the "New Masses" but that he had to decline because of an 


engagement. Goldie Shapiro was reported to be active in the 
Rogers Park Professional Branch of the Communist Party. 


Arthur Stern was People's Art Program Director and 
member of the Speaker's Bureau of the Abraham Lincoln School, 
a Communist Front Organization. ' 


Chicago report dated 8-18-4) 
Re: “Arthur Stern, was; SM-C" 
100~305325=-4 

(60) 


On November 9, 195, Nathan Silvermaster, telephone Eiierson 6720 , 
called Westport, Connecticut, 2~2990. 


By teletype dated December 17, 1945, the New Haven Field Division 
advised that Westport, Connecticut, telephone number 2-2990 was Listed 


to Richard Bransten, with alias, Bruce Minton, 8 Canal Street, Westport, 
Connecticut. e 


Washington, D.C. report dated 
10-6 

Re: "Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
was., Et Al, Espionage-R" 
65-56)02-850, pages 95,96,97 

(18) (66) 


Charles N. Keeting, a former employee of the Civil Service 
Commission, later employed by the Office of Compliance Enforcement, 
War Assets Corporation, stated that Nathan.Gregory Silvermaster was 
an extremely close friend of Bruce Minton, whose real name was Rich- 
ard Brandenstein, alias Richard Branston, the editor of "New Masses". 


Washington letter dated 3-21-16 
Re: "Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
was., et al, Espionage—R" 
65-56),02-681 

(23) (2h) (48) 
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On March 15, 19147, SAS Lambert G. Zander and Jom D. Schwartz 
interviewed Gregory Silvermaster at Washington, D. C. Silvermaster, who 
was named by Elizabeth Terrill Bentley as a member of Soviet espionage 
conspiracy which operated in Washington, D. C. in the early 19)0's. 
Silvermaster advised that he had known Richard Bransten and his former 
wife, Louise Bransten, since 193). He also stated that Richard Brans- 
ton and his second wife, Ruth McKinney Bransten, were his only acquain- 
tances whom he knew to be members of the Communist Party. 


New York report dated 10-30-50 
Re: "Benedict Solomon Alper, wa.3 
Ben Alper; IS-R" 

100-325113-23, page 26 

(11) 


On April 15, 1947 Bureau Agents interviewed Nathan 
Gregory Silvermaster at Washington, D. C. Silvermaster advised 
that He met Jacob Golos in New York in about 1936 while attending 
a party, possibly at the home of kichard Bransten and while there 
Golos was pointed out to him as being connect&d with World Tourist, 
Inc.- 


Silvermaster further stated that Kichard Bransten and 
his present wife, Ruth Mchinney Bransten, were the only associates 
and acquaintances whom he knows to be members of the Communist 
Party. ‘ 


Washington, D. C. report, 11-2-48 
ke: "Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
Internal Security - k" 
ro dae p+ 10, 11 

9 
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advised that on June 5, 1945, Richard Bransten, 
also knowm as Bruce Minton, discussed the importance of the Jacques Duc- 
los letter with Tillian Skadron, Educational Director of Branch H, North~ 
west Section, Los Angeles County Commnist Party. In referring to the 
Duclos article, Bransten advised Skadron "This is it. We are going to 
‘have a revolutionary organization. A lot of things are going to happen." 


CNDI LA CL-1 advised that on May 16, 194h, Richard Bransten 
conferred with Elizapeth Leach of the Los Angeles County Comminist Party 
-and stated "I am a Party Member." He said he had been teaching trade 
unionists in the Party. a oe 


Los Angeles report 8-29-19 

Re: "Lillian Shirley Skadron, was; 
SM-C# : 
100~268653-7, pe 6, 7 

(9) 
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On June 30, 1944, Elizabeth Leach advised Informant T~8 
that she had invited Wilma Shore Solomon to attend a reception at 
the home of Bruce Minton and Ruth McKinney, 1427 N. Kings Road, and 
that Wilma had accepted. The purpose of the reception was said to 
be to introduce Bruce and Ruth in Hollywood, they having recently 
arrived from the East., Bruce Minton was editor of the magazine 
New Masses®, 


Wilma Shore Solomon was then a member of Branch A-l1 


(Writers), Northwest Section Los Angeles County Communist Political 
Association, card #46926. 


Source: T-8 - CNDI, Los Angeles EE-1. 
Los Angeles report, 12-844. 

: "Wilma Shore Solomon, aka Wilma 
Shore; SM-C" 
100-336873-1 
(59) 


CNHT-38 advised that he learned from Richard Bransten on 
September 20, 1946 that Bransten, who had recently been expelled 
from the Communist Party, was approached by William Spira (a 
former Communist), in an attempt to recruit Bransten into the 
Socialist Workers Party. Spira was reported as having explained 
to Bransten that they were "in the same boat" having been expelled 
from the C.P. in January of that year. Informant stated that 


Spira's attempts to recruit Bransten into the SWP membership met 
with negative results. 


New Haven, Connecticut report, 
2-21-49 

Re: "William Spira, SM-SWP" 
96-2 517-4 

(3) 
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On July 10, 1936, it was reported that tr. and Mrs. Richard 
Bransten were in Carmel, visiting Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln Steffens 


(registered Communist). 


Letter to Director 

San Francisco, California dated 
July 19, 1939. . 

Re: "Douglas Aircraft Co., Sabatoge" 
mee 


The informant advised that Burton Isaac Sutta, former 
labor secretary of the Thompson Hill Club 2nd AD, Queens C.P.A., 
was expelled from the Communist Party and intended to join with 
Ruth MeKenney, Bruce Minton, and several others to oppose the 
present leadership of the Communist Party in the U. S. 


source: | __] b7D 
New York report dated 11-4-46 


Re: "Samuel Adams Darcy, IS-0" : 
61-6593=210 
(62) 


b7D 


On November 4, teg6.| -. . laaveua that Burton 


Isaac Sutta, former active Communist and Section Organizer in 
Queens County, New York, had indicated to him that he was going 

to the hospital in the near future but on his release he intended 
to join with Ruth McKenney, Bruce Minton and several others to 

Se cheb the present leadership of the Communist Party in the United 
tates. ' 


‘New York report 3-4-9 
Re: "Burton Isaac Sutta, 
was., SMC" 
100-333521-10 p. 5 
139)) 
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Informant reported he attended a Communist Party 
meeting of the Metropolitan Club of the Sunnyside Section Commu- 
nist Party held at the home of George and Joy Phillips, 45-19 42nd 
Street, Long Island City, on October 29th, 1946, 


At the meeting Rose Leonardi asked Ben Kaufman, Section 
Organizer, if he could explain anything about those PR letters, 
referring to "an open letter to all Communists from the PR Club, 
Bronx," stating she and her husband, Frank, had received one, 
George and Joy Phillips mentioned that they also received one. 
Kaufman stated the only explanation he could give was that Burt 
Sutter made the remark that when he comes out of the hospital, 
he, Ruth McKinney, and Bruce Minton would go to work on the Commu- 
nist Party leadership and would not stop until they did a real job. 


New York Memorandum 

dated 11-13-46 

Re: "Communist Party, USA, 
District #2, New York 
Field Division; IS-c" 
100-3 -4.-5443 

(64) 


lows 


I-2 advised on’ May 4, 1945, that he had observed 
the dues book of the Bridgeport Club CPA and had. noted that 
Mattie Sykes's 1945 registration number was 81923. CNHM-29 
advised that on August 4, 1945, several party members had a 
discussion on the Norwalk Workers Club GPA. Andrew Onda 
pointed out that there were few negro members tn Norwalk. 
Onda pointed out that the only two negroes who had ever been weruited 
tn Norwalk were Mattte Sykes and her husband, Emmet Sykes, who were 
recrutted by their employer at the time, who was Bruce Minton, 
also Known as Richard Bransten. 


Source: [-2 - Highly confidential 
investigative technique employed by SA 
Arthur #. Lindquist and John F. Malley. 
New Haven report dated September 20, 1945. 
Re: "Mattie Sykes, was; IS-c" 
100-333027-11 

(16) 63) | 

SI 100-33838027-2 
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SF-1050 reported that during the middle of May, 1945, 
Doretta Tarmon, National Field Director for New Masses, commu- 
nicated with Frederick Vanderbilt Field regarding a projected 
meeting or conference to be held in Los Angeles during the second 
week of June, 1945. Among those who were expected to attend 
were Richard Bransten, alias Bruce Minton, Mme. Andree Viollis, 
French journalist on tour of the U.S. under the auspices of the 
Office of War Information, Frederick Field and Claude Cockburn 
of the London Daily Worker. 


San Francisco report 8-14-45 
Re: "Comintern Apparatus, IS-R" 
100=203581-4723, p. 142 

(1h. 65) 


CNDI LA MN-1l reported during June, 195, that Doretta Tarman, 


Field Director for 'New Masses, had been collaborating with Hichard Brans- DUD 
ten, also known _as Bruce Minton, (identified as a Communist in Hollywood 

by Informant in arranging a cocktail party to raise funds 

for "ew Masses, @ party was scheduled to be held at the home of 


Frank Tuttle, 6217 Rockcliff Drive, June 8, 1945. In connection with 
this party there was to be a reception in honor of William Gropper, car- 
toonist, whose drawings often appear in "New Masses". 


Los Angeles report 12-29-18 
Re: "Michael Uris, SM-C" 
100~30670)—12, p. 3 

(10, 36) 


Source Y (CNDI LA MN-1) advised that Richard Bransten, knorm 
Communist, advised Doretta Tarmon, Field Director of "New Masses" in 
lay, 1945, that in view of the apparent change in the Communist 'line" 
as provoked by the article in the "Daily Worker" by Jacques Duclos: 
and the reply of Earl Browder, he considered it imperative that ‘New 
Masses" raise funds immediately as it would be difficult for the or-- 
ganization to secure contributions in the future. Bransten and Tarmon 
organized a dinner meeting for the evening of July 8, 195, at the 
Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel. The meeting was later cancelled. However, 
a pamphlet was put out called "Spotlight on Tomorrow, advising of a 
round table discussion to have taken place at the meeting. The list 
of sponsors included the name Earl Robinson, a member of the Communist 
Party with 19) Book Wo. 18680. 


Los Angeles report dated 5-26-17 
Re: "Earl Hawley Robinson, Also 
Known As Harl Robinson, Alias= 
Harl Halls; SM-C" 

- 100-5578-21, page 15 
(12) 


CNDI LAMN-1 informed Bureau Agent that Robert Triest (not identified) 
was a friend of Richard Bransten. Informant also advised that Bransten enter 
tained the Triests in his home in May, 1945, at a party which was given in honor 


of some Communist figures. Also, in June, 1945, the Triests entertained the 
_ Branstens and gibert Maltz, a known Communist. 


Ios Angeles report 9-30-46 

Re: "Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
Espionage — Rit - , 

65-560 222595%2--" — -p.18 

(6) 


CNDI ER-1l advised that a reception was to be held at 127 
North Kings Road, Los Angeles, California, on July 1, 19h for Bruce 
Minton and Ruth McKenney. Special Agents of the Los Angeles Field 
Division observed that Paul Trivers, 2009 Canyon Drive, writer and 
member of the Hollywood Cultural Group of the Communist Party, at- 
tended this reception. 


Los Angeles report 11-3-)9 

Re: "Paul Irving Trivers, Si-G" 
100~287069—10 

(37) 


GFJsrad 


During the time of the investigation by the Los Angeles 
Office of Frank and Tatiana Tuttle, former members of Branch B of 
the Northwest Section of the Communist Party, Los Angeles, they 
were contacts of almost every individual of prominence in the CP 


in the Los Angeles area. Among the dist of their associates was 


Richard Bransten (Bruce Minton). 


(No date of information given) 
Los Angeles report 11-4-48. 
Re: "Vassili Mikhailovich Zubilin, 
was., Et Al, Espionage - R" 
100-340473-92, pe. 11. 

(6, 45) 


d 
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A summary dated Oct. 21, 1946, entitled "Underground Soviet Espionage 
Organization :: (NKVD) in Agencies of the United States Government", concerning 
the allegations furnished by Informant Gregory and covering theactivities of 
the individuals who are presently government employees or former government 
employees reflects that William L. Ullman,who was connected with the Treasury ~ 
Department, was a known friend of Richard Bransten. 


Letter to the Director from Mr. D. Me 
Ladd, 10+21-46 

Re: "Gregory, Espionage —~ RM" 
65~5640231862 

(20, 35) 


| Jadvisea that a meeting of the "Forum for 
Democracy” which ts sponsored by Ckaude Halstead Van Tyne, 
active Communist Party-member, was held at 1925 S. Third 
Street, the residence of Joseph William Hellinger, on 


April 4, 1944. Bruce Minton was the principal speaker at 
this meeting. : , 


Louisville, Kentucky Report 
June 9, 1944 

Re: "Claude Halstead Van Tyne, 
Is-c" 

100-21331-~28 

(46 

SI 100-21331-28X1 
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From en unsigned and unidentified memorandum entitled, "Com- 
munist News, dated February 5, 192, it was learned that Ruth McKenny, 
writer and wife of Bruce Lliinton, was Secretary of the Communist Party 
members employed by the Federal Government in the District of Columbia. 


She was a member of the "New lasses" staff, which is an avowed C. P. 
weekly. , 


The chairman of this group of Communists in Washington Federal 
Bureaus is Harold Dwight Lasswell, an instructor in the Chicago Workers 
School (C. FP. ) in 1932-33, and formerly a professor in the Department 


of Political Science at the University of Chicago. He and Ruth Mc- 
Kenny worked in Archibald MacLeish's office. 

‘iiention was also made at this gathering of a Committee set 
up by the District of Columbia Civil Service Commission and the Coun- 
cil of Personnel, which had recently been placed in charge of Craig 
Vincent, long an active C. P. member and formerly organizer of the 
United Féderal Workers! Union. This new Committee is to supervise 
the social and recreational activities of employees of the Federal 
Government who work and live in the District of Columbia, a vital 
spot for an aggressive Party member. Vincent was working under 
Bruce Minton, who in addition to being Washington correspondent 
for the "few Masses", was representative of the Political Bureau 
in charge of the general direction of Communist Work among Govern- 
ment employees. 


' There were some 280 C. P. members in Washington Federal 
pureaus. 


llemorandun dated February 5, 19)2 
61~7559-12312 
(43) 


GFJsrad 
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| iaas available to the Bareau the passport file of 

Harry Samuel Vinocur, foreign editor of "New Masses", which contained 
information that his passport dated January 26, 1935, was stamped "Not 
valid for travel in Spain." This refusal was protested bydames L. Wakes, 
publisher of the "Niles Daily News", Niles, Ohio; Richard Starrs Child, 
President of the Modernage Books, Inc., New York City and by Sidney Pol- 
latsek, editor of Photo History, New York City. Harry Vinocur was to go 

to Spain to write and gather news for the above publications and was to 
work with Richard Bransten, whose whereabouts were then known to the Bureau. 
Bransten was employed by.the above listed publishers along with Vinocur. 


Washington, D. CG. report 9-16—))h 

Re: "Harry Samuel Vinocur, was., IS-Ct 
* 100~3321h5~3 

(16) 
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it was learned that Mr. John Vossos, industrial and architectural 
designer whose studio is located at 5h) West 55th Street, on October 
28, 1948, voluntarily supplied information as follows: 


"He had always been cautious in lending his name to any - 
organizations and on one occasion, sometime in 1943 or 19h, he 
was invited to attend a party in Connecticut for the Russian War 
Relief. While at this party, he was introduced to a man by the 
name of ‘Minton'. Later during the party, he learned that Minton 
was awriter for the 'Daily Worker'. He immediately approached 
Minton and, in front of the gathering, asked him if he were a 
Communist. Minton put on a martyr's act and began to give a 
speech, prefacing his remarks with, 'Yes, I am a Communist.'! 
Vossos said this was enough for him and he immediately took his 
wife and left the meeting and forbade her to attend any other 
meetings." 


At the close of the interview, Vossos stated that he 
would offer his services to the Bureau in any matter in which he 
may be of assistance. It is noted that during the conversation 
with Vossos, he spoke in bitter and denunciating terms of Russia 
and Communism in general. 


New York letter to the Director, 
3-17-9. 
Res "Greek Activities in the 
AG PayTa Ten United States, IS-Greek" 
-ASSIFIED EXCEPT 61-9587-59 
WISE (37) 


ExXeueTED FoNM AUTQLT letter dated 
DECLASSIFICATSON 3/22/10 
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On April 30, 1941,| _]advisea that the Communist 
Party was greatly disturbed by the popularity enjoyed by Finish 
Minister to the United States, Hjalmer Procope, and frequently 
attempted to discredit him in every possible manner. Informant 
advised that in November, 1941, David R. Wahl, employee of F.E.A., 
instructed the informant to work with Richard Branstn, alias 
Bruce Minton, Washington correspondent for "New Masses", to"get 
Procope"™ and made arrangements for the informant to meet Bransten. 


Informant and Bransten were furnished descriptions of 
each other and a meeting was effected at a pre-determined time on 
a street corner on East Capitol Street about a block from the Li- 
brary of Congress. From there they went to a secluded restaurant 
further out on East Capitol Street where Bransten told informant 7! 
of the urgent need to discredit Procope. Bransten had in his 
possession a newspaper clipping from the "Washington Times Herald" 
regarding McLean's latest party which reflected that Procope and 
a number of other people were on the guest list. Bransten noted 
that the Director of the FBI, Mr. Hoover, was included on this 
guest list and commented that it would be wonderful to get Hoover 
in the same. het as Procope. B ransten was delighted to see ~ 
Hoover's name on the list and wanted to discredit the Director 
more than he did Procope. 


At this meeting Bransten gave an assignment to the 
informant to dig up any material to discredit individuals on 
the guest list. Informant therefore performed considerable 
research work at the Library of Congress for Bransten where 
the informant perused available documents for background in- 
formation and associates of persons attending parties at the 
home of Mrs. Evelyn Walsh McLean. 


“O7) 


At subsequent meetings the _informant turned over 


with Bransten 


informant's close associa Wt 
early party of 1942, then more frequently until January, 1943, 
when they ceased entirely. 


f 


(David Wahl was thoroughly investigated in 1943 and 
after submitting to detailed interviews, was ordered removed from 
Civil Service Commission rolls on July 21, 1944. However, the : 

FEA which employed Wahl instituted an appeal on his behalf from ‘ 
this dismissal and lengthy hearings were held by the. loyalty board 

of the Civil Service Commission which resulted in Wahl's being re- 
tained in his government position.) we 


(Informant|___Jadvised on July 18, 1946, that David 
Wahl was elected as a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Bookshop at a meeting of the board of directors held on July 12) 


Washington, D. C. report 7-21-49 
Re: "David R. Wahl, IS-R" 
101-2261-81. pp.6, 7 

(8, 41) F 

SI 100-360-609 

(9, 30) 

SI 100-3-60-608 

(2, 63) 
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Through surveillance of a conversation between Richard 
Bransten and George Seldes on March 4, 1946, it was learned that 
Seldes asked Bransten if he knew of "our big story this week". 
Apparently he was referring to the lead article which appeared 
in the March 11, 1946 issue of "In Fact" edited by Geo. Seldes 
with the assistance of Victor Weingarten. 


In the conversation Seldes stated: "We have the Canadian 
plan for attacking kussia via the Artic Circle." Seldes referred 
to this as "Operation Musk Ox." He cautioned Bransten not to 
breathe a word of this information until Friday (March 8, 1946) 
and stated that the man he, Seldes, had hired went down to 
Washington and while there, saw a Colonel in the Army. Seldes 
then said: "And this Colonel was so fed up with what goes on 
that the Colonel told him the wholestory-" Seldes also referred 
to the broadcast of Walter Winchell on March 3, 1946, and stated 
that it indicated that Winchell knew about the information to 
appear in "In Fact" but "was afraid to use it." 


It appears obvious that Weingarten is the individual re- 
ferred to by Seldes as the man working for him (Seldes) who went 
to Washington and was given the entire story by a colonel in the 
Army. : 


Informant CNHT-36 

Memorandum to Mr. Ladd from 
Mr. J. C. Strickland, 3-20-46 
‘Re: "George Henry Seldes, IS-C" 
97-4:27-230 

(19,67) 
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The diaries and correspondence of Mary Jane Keeney, 
well-known Communist, made available by a highly confidential 
Source, reveal the following information: 


"1-9-43: Find Max Weisman here for dinner when I get 
home. He's resplendid with 2nd Lieuy bars, gained at OTC, Fort 
St11 (Oklahoma). Terribly exciting to have one of our boys ina 
postition of leadership. Since we have him with us, we drive out 
to see the Branstens (Richard and. Ruth McKenney Bransten. )" 
(Weisman not further identified. ) 


Washington Field letter to the 
Director, 1-8-47 - 

Re: "Gregory, Espionage -:-R" 
65-56402-1993 

(8) 
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Confidential Informant T-4 (A highly confidential source 
as set out in the letter of January 8, 1947, to the Director from - 
Washington Field Division, in the case entitled "Gregory ,Espionage-R".) - 
advised that Maxwell Napier Weisman was- acquainted with Richard and 
Ruth McKenney Branston. 


Maxwell Napier Weisman, teacher, was dismissed from City 
College, New York, 1942, for Communist activities. He actéd as 
courier for the Communist-Party of Puerto “ico in 1946-47. He also 
attended meetings of the Communist Party in 1946-47 including a meeting o 
the Executive Yommittee of the Party. He was present at the Executive 
Committeé meeting of the Executive meeting of the Communist Party in 
January 18, 1947, when Juan Antonio Corretjer urged a sabotage act 
to draw attention on the political condition of Puerto Rico. He 
was born 1909, 1911, or 1912,:in New York and was'reported to be a 
member of the Yommunist arty, USA. ~ 


San Juan report dated 3-12-47 
Re:"Maxwell “apier Weisman 
Internal Security - c" 
100-111529-7 page 5 

(21) 


According to informant, Maxwell Napler Weisman (not identi- 
fied) was acquainted with Mary Jane Keeney in Washington, D. C. and 
had advised Keeney of his Marxist activities in Puerto Rico. The 


‘same source stated that Weisman was acquainted with Richard and Ruth 
McKinney Branston. 


Letter to the Director from Wash- 
ington Field Division dated 1~8-);7 
San Juan, P. R. report dated 3-22-17 
Espionage-R 

65~-56),02—-2191 

(21) 
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Confidential Informant|__|stated that all 
of the meetings of the Citizens Committee to Free Harl 
Browder were held in the office of Arthur Bismark Weiss, 
115 Main Street, Bridgeport, Connecticut. The Local 
Committee of the Citizens’ Committee to Free Earl Browder 
tneluded,among ten other individuals, Bruce Minton, 
reported Communist Party member. 


New Haven report dated 8-24-43, 
Re: "Arthur Bismark Weiss; SM-O" 
100~-227602-] 

(56) 
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Confidential Informant advised that at a rally held at 
the Manhattan Center in New York City on April 12, 1942 for the defense 
of "New Masses" and Freedom of the Press, John Wexley, active Communist 
since 1934, was listed as one of thesponsors. Ruth McKenney and Bruce 
Minton were also listed as sponsors of this rally. 


New York report 9-21-18 
Res "John Wexley, IS-R! 
100-25916-13 

(56) 


GFJsrad 


lena 


- According ee Mrs.‘ Tiba Garlin Willner, member 
of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, in connection with the pre- 
paration for a meeting for "New Masses" to be held in Hollywood on May 
29, 1945, met with Bruce Minton and Doretta Tarmon, Field Director for 
"New Masses", at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel. A surveillance was 
conducted of the Hollywood Roasevelt Hotel and these three individuals 
were observed conferring at that time. 


Los Angeles report 6-30-5 
Re: "Mrs. Tiba Garlin Willner, IS-c' 
100~20)065-19 


aad 
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Through confidential investigative technique of SA 
Edward J. Mahler and SA GlennJ. McDonough, it was learned that 
Isadore Wofsy, former secretary of the Communist Party, 15th 
District, State of Connecticut, has an autographed copy of the 
"Fat Years and the Lean" by Bruce Minton, ini which Minton has 
written on the fly leaf, "To Rose and Isadore Wofsy with warm 
admiration and comradely greetings". This was dated June 3, 
1940. 


New Haven, Connecticut report 
11-45-43 

Re: "Isadore Wofsy, IS-c" 
100-27795-69, p. 4 

(60) 


Through a technical surveillance maintained on the 
residence of Richard Bransten, who was writing a biography on for- 
mer President Herbert Hoover, tt has been disclosed that on two 
occasions an individual identified as Robert Martin Wohl forth, 
had been ‘expected as a dinner guest at the Bransten home. 


On August 23, 1941, Acting Attorney General Biddle was 
advised by Bureau memorandum that information had been received 
that ‘a person believed to be Wohlforth might be a contact of 
Harry Bridges. An investigative report furnished the Depart- 
ment reflected that Wohiforth was an associate of John J. Abt, 
husband of Jessica Smith, Editor of "Soviet Russia Today." 


Memorandum to the Director from. 
Mr. De. Me. Ladd, 7-23-46 

Re: "Robert Martin Wohl forth" 
101-3069-20 

(19) 
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; From a reliable source it was learned that on February 
6, 1946, arrangements were made for a dinner engagement at the 
home of hichard Bransten. To be included in the dinner party 
were George Seldes (Editor of "In Fact"), and Mrs and Mrs.. Robert 
Wohlforth. (Robert Wohlforth was formerly employed by the Anti- 
trust Division of the Department of Justice.) The same source 
revealed that Wohlforth was in contact with Bransten on two other 
occasions in the spring of 1946. 


Wohlforth is known to have given the name of John Abt 
as a reference when he originally applied for employment with the 
Department of Justice on July 21, 1939. 


In December, 1947 Wohlforth was apparerttly still employed 
as, ah expert by the Antitrust Division and- was engaged in work in 
the New York City area. - 


Blind summary memorandum. 
Memo to Mr. E.A. Tamm from Mr. 
D. M. Ladd, 12-1-47. 

Re: "Robert Martin Wohlforth" 
101-3069-22 

(1) 


On February 8, 1946 Robert Wohlforth (an advanced liberal) 
and his wife visited the home of Richard and Ruth Bransten in 
Westport, Connecticut. Wohlforth and his wife attended a dinner 
at the Bransten home on May 25, 1946. 


Richard Bransten and his wife, Ruth McKenney Bransten, 


. were members of the Communist Party in Connecticut until about 


one year ago when they were expelled from the Party for being 
"opportunists". 
Q 
Source: CNHT-38 
New Haven, Conn. report 
dated 1-31-48 ; 
Re: "Robert Martin Wohiforth, 
Antitrust Division, U.S. Dept. 
of Justice, N.Y.C. 
Loyalty of Gov. Employees" 
121-874-7 
(4) 


FLB:djb 


Confidential Informant T-16 (C-299) stated that Anne Zucker, 
who is very active in the Communist Party, and served as Registration 
Director for Iiid-City Branch of the Coxmunist Party in the 19h) Com- 
munist Party registration, was friendly with Bruce Ifinton and his wife, 
Ruth licKinney, and had been invited by the Ifintons to attend a party 
at their home on December 26, 193. 


Anne Zucker's husband, Jack Sam Zucker, was a member of " 
Branch HL7 of the Communist Party of the District of Columbia, and ‘i 
has been a member of the Communist Party for 11 years, and has Com— 
munist Party Membership Book’o. 37700. 


Washington, D. C. report dated 2-11-)), 
Re: "Anne Brooks Zucker, was., IS-C" 
100-87))5-28, page h 

(52) 
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REP’ = ener rma editor for Rinehart & Co,, NYC. baring 197, 


subject and wife observed on list formerly 
in possession of SAMUEL ADA“S DARCY. DARCY 
former- District #3 CP organizer, Philadelphia, ~ ~ 
PA. NH CL T~6, self—admitted former high 
functionary of CP, described subject as one 
of 00 concealed Communists" in U.S. 
BRANSTEN interviewed Dec. 16, 1950, and 
furnished general. background information 

re former CP activities, claiming permanent 
break with Party, NH CIsT~9 through T-18, 
who are acquainted with CP affairs in 
Fairfield County, Conn., have furnished no 
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DRPATTURE FROM UsS. 


It is to be noted that according to information previously furnished 
by New Haven Confidential Informant T+1, subject departed from the 
United States at New York City on April 16, 1947, accompanied by 
his wife, for Brussels, Belgium, via the SS Veendam, 


New Haven Confidential Informant T~2 advised during July of 197) 
that tne records at the United States Department of State reflect 
that subject held a U. S. passport which would be valid until 
fugust of 198. . 


FOREIGN RESIDENCES 
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RETURN TO U. S. 


ERLE 
New Haven Confidential Informant 7? » 2 reliable foreign source, : 
reported that during May of 1950, RICH: ANSTEN had returned to 
the United States, where his address was to bé in care of Hinehart 
and Company, Inc., 232 Madison Avenue, New York 16, : 


CULRENT RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT 
ionentteat artnet nanan enemas eee ee 


On June 29, 1950, New Haven Vonfidential Informant T~5 advised that 
i livi i i i family, which ihcluded, 
in the "RUCKERT'S" house; 
Hillspoint koad, Hillside Section of vestport, Connecticut, ~~ b6 


: ayes 
On December 16, 1950, subject BRANSTLN was interviewed by SAs JOHN 
C,. MANNING and at his residence in Westport, Comn,, 
relative to an Official Gureau investigation, at which time BRANSTEN 


described his cmployment a ad for Rinehart & Company, New York 
City. ; E ‘ 


CP ACTIVITIES ty 
pret eee, Tt POLY a SIP 
New Haven Confidential Informant T-5 advised during Octobdr 1f TOL? 
that the name of the -subject and his wife, RUPE. KENNEY4 had been 
located among a list of riames which was formerly in the ‘possession 

of SAMUEL ante Biney » 6419 Morris Park Road, Philadelphia, Pay The 
list of names,’decording to T~S, was beli-eved to: comprise members 

of the "Splinter Group" formed around DARCY » consisting largely of 
former CP members. According to Tx5 » DARCY was formerly District #3 
Communist—Party--ergani-zer~in~Philadelphia »bennsylvania, hut was 

expelled from the “party because of his vehement. opposition to EARL 
BROWDERe It is to be noted that LARL BROWDER was formerly National 


General Secretary of the Communist Party, USA. 
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According to Informant T-5, some of the so-called members of the 
"Splinter Group" were believed to be individuals who were expelled 
from the Communist Party because of their support of DARCY . 


New Haven Confidential Informant T-6, a self~admitted former high 
functionary of the Communist Party, described subject RICHARD 
BRANSTEN as one of 00 concealed Communists in the United States. 
T-6 indicated that a concealed Communist is one who does not hold 
himself out as a Communist and who would deny membership in the 
Partye fccording to T-6, "BRANSTEN is a slight, quiet spoken, and 
almost shy mannered person. My acquaintance with him runs from 
1935 until 194, but I was advised, up wntil my departure from 
the Party, by (JAMES)STACHEL and ALikat Det CHENG that 
BRANSTEN remained Go of the Communi/st Party at that time. 
&c i ; . 
T~6 stated that BRANSTLN "was engaged in secret work for the Party, 
being directly under EUGENE DENNIS ,in the assignment of penetrating 
OSS. This I know from BRANSTON'ts/own statements to me and from 
DENNIS! statements to me in 1934 


It is to be observed that JECK(STACHEL is the Chaiman of the - 
Agitation,.Rublication-and.Education,.Committes..of the Commnist 
Party-,-USA, as well as a member of the National Board of the Communist 
Party, USAe It is to be further noted that eleven members of the 
National Board of the Communist Party, USA, were convicted on 

October 1h, 1949, on a charge of conspiracy to violate the Smith 

act in that the defendents organized the Communist Party, an organiza~ 
tion having as its purpose the teaching and advocacy of the overthrow 
of the Government of the United States through force and violence, 


ALEXANDER vig Ramune is head of the International Publishers , 
Inc. , which has been cited by former U. 5. Attorney General FRANCIS 
BIDDLE, the citation appearing in the Congressional Record of 
September 2h, 1942, on Page 7686, describing the International 
Publishers, Inc., as "the (Communist) Party's publishing housett, 
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It is to be further observed that the International Publishers, Inc., 
has been cited as "an official publishing house of the Communist 
‘arty in the United States" anda medium through which extensive 
Soviet propaganda is subsidized in the United States", by the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities, reports dated January 3, 190, 
Page ss and June 25, 1942, Page 18, and report dated March 29, 19k, 
Page 76. 


It is to be further noted that EUGENE DENNIS is the General Secretary 
of the Communist Party, USA, and was a member of the National Board 
of the Communist Party, USA. 


Attention is directed to Page 236 of the Book entitled "Men Without 
Faces" by LOUIS FRANCIS BUDENZ, wherein the following statement 
appears; "TI know that the Office of Strategic Services was infil-~ 
trated during the recent war, under a plan worked out by EUGENE 
DENNIS and with the cooperation of a well known writer, etc." 

T-6 pointed out that the person referred to by BUDENZ in the above 
quotation is in reality BRUCH,MINTON, which is the pen name of 
subject RICHARD BRANSTEN. 


Attention is also directed to Page 252 of the book entitled ‘ifen ; 
Without Faces" by BULENZ, wherein the following statement appears 
in connection with a discussion of the infiltration of OSS in 192 
under the direction of EUGENE DENNIS: "One of the men I a,proached 
was a writer who was connected with the moving picture industry." 
T-6 stated that the person referred to in the above quotation is in 
reality BRUCE WINTON, subject of instant investigation, 


INTEAVItiw WITH SUBJECT 


On Lecember 16, 1950, subject RICHARD BRANSTEN was interviewed by 
Sas JOHN C, MANNING and HUGO P. BLNEDORI at his home at westport, 
Connecticut, relative to an ot'ficial Bureau investigation, at which 
time BRANSTEN furnished the following information concerning his 
former Communist Party activity. 


. oD 
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Early Activities 


BRKANSTEN admitted that he first vecane interested in the Communist 
Tarty during 1932 in San Francisco at the height of the depression. 

He envisaged ADOLF HITLER over-running and enslaving the world and felt 
that any ideology opposed to him was worth while. He stated that 
during this Period, that is, 1932, he was studying to pecome } writer 
and in pursuing this objective becane acquainted with WILLIA OWDER , 
brother of KARL BROWLER, former Communist Party Secretary General, 

who recruited him into the Communist Party. Actually, however, he 

did not join the Communist Party until he went to New York City where 
he became associated with the magazine 'New Masses’ in 1935. He 
pointed out tht he had been introduced to the "New Masses" by 

WILLIAM BROWER 


It is to be noted that the "New Masses" has been cited by Former 

U. S. Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE as a "Communist Periodical", 
which citation appears in the Congressional Record under date of 
beptember 24, 192, on Page 7688, It is to be further noted that 
the ‘New Masses" has been further described as a "nationally circu- 
lated weekly journal of the Communist Party" by the Special Committee 
on Un-American Activities, report dated 3/29/hh, Pages 8 and 75, 

and in reports dated January 3, 1939, ca 80, and June 25, 192, 


Pages l and 21, > OLLI, Bi hee 6 BFR S. ae ad & eaca sly 
New York Activities Kiehied Gr 25-572 $9 agent Soi. Sore 

Bbofed Ly He Sib gre s © [See ph, #3. id 
Once a member of the Communist” Party and employed with New Masses 
BRANSTEN was declared to be an "open Communist". He explained this. 
by saying that he did not have to conceal his membership in the 
Party and was not assigned to.any particular cell or branch; his 
Comaunist Party activities consisted of being associated with "New 
Masses", While in New York City, he taught in the Workers School 
and later wrote a book dealing with the Marxist analysis of the 
history of the United States between 1920 and 190, In this regard 
he pointed out that his lectures at the Workers School were based 
on the material he was gathering for his book, 
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It is to be noted that the Workers chool ef New York City has been 
cited as "an official Communist Party school" located at 35 bast 12th 
Street, New York City, which was also headquarters of the Communist 
Party. Instructors were always members of the Communist Party, and 

it later merged with the School for Democracy to become the Jefferson 
School of Social Science. Citations referring to the above information 
appear in the Special Committee on Un-jmerican Activities Reported dated 
March 29, 19h, on pages 89 and 168. “he Workers School of New York 
City has also been cited as "an educational institution controlkd by 
the Communist Party" by the California Committee on Un—smerican ‘.cti- 
vities, Report 1948, Page 269. 


kashington Activities 
eetecgen ato  pant tac e e 


In November, 191, BHaN'STEN was assigned to Washington as the Washington 
correspondent of "New Masses", While in Washington, he continued to 
operate ‘as an open member of the Communist Party and maintained contact 
with the Party in New York City through the "New Masses". He continued 
to teach new’and prospective members of the Communist Party, but 
claimed he did not attend many Communist Party functions because he 

was not affiliated with any Communist Party branch or cell in 
Washington, D.C, BRANSTEN pointed out that because of his open 

status, good Communists were loath to associate with him because 

to have done so would have revealed their Party affiliations and 

would have "put the kiss of death on them', : 


BRANSTEN further pointed out that a lot of innocent and gullible 
people were maligne di because of their association with the BRANSTENS , 
whereas for the most part they were not Communists nor so inclined. 


Turing the fall of 1943, one of his children became ill and his wife, 
too, was not in good health, so they decided to try their luck in 
Hollywood, Consequently, in February, 19, he severed relations with 
the "New Masses" in Washington and went to Hollywood, California. 


Hollywood Activities 


GRANSTEN stated that he worked in Hollywood for approximately three 
weeks with one of the Yovie studins and then became a free lance 
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movie writer. He stated further tha¥ while in Hollywood he taught 
Marxist classes-on theory and practice at a school at which some 

of the leading Hollywood writers and producers were also lecturers, 
BRiNSTEN refused to identify the hame of the school at which he 
lectured. He stated that after approximately one year in Hollywood; 
he returned East, spending a few months in New York City and then 
moving to Westport; Connétticut. 


westport Activities 


Onte back in the east, BRANSTEN resumed his association with "New 
Masses" and it was at this time that he began to disagree with - 

EARL BROWDER, former General Secretary of the Comminist. Party USA, ’ 
and exhortations on the policies that the Communist Party was to 
follow now that the war was overs At that time, BRaNSTEN became 
affiliated with the Westport Branch of the Communist Party in Conne, 
and also belonged to a discussion group which met po Stamford, Conne 
4mong those who were “roEREat with the westport-group Were NATHAN 


SCHILEPSKY, deceased ROB ING, ANTONI SILVESTRI , ‘and “two 
or three others whom he, could not _ identify’. Amnon those attending 
_——bhe, Stamford discu group were JOHN And—IWJ6HILGR, LOUIS, SCALA 
of Greenwich, SAMUETAGRUBER, and JACO OLDRING, BRANSTEN pointed. 
out that this group was ehgaged in r Aging and discussing Marxism 
and it was never definitely or exclusively a. Communist group in that 
nonCommunists were invited to attend. Other individuals that 
LRANSTEN identified as being associated withthe Communist, Party 
in Connecticut are MIKE: and PEARL?§USSO of Bridgeport, ANDREW ONDA, 
JLCOB GOLDRING, LOUIS “SCiLa and JOSEPH ROBEPTS » 


It is to be noted that aNDEEyONDA » JOSEPHA:OBERTS and MICHAEL MA. 
~7iwSS9 j each formerly served. as-State-Chai.xzman-of—the~Communist-Party 

in Connectict in the order listed, and were publicly known in said 

capacity. "RUSSO is now serving as Assistant Organizational Secretary 


Bic the Communist Party, USA. PEAREY%USS@ is the wifG OfIMICHAEL A. 
a 


WUSSO and is publicly knovm as the State/E ucationalDirector-ofthe. 
ommunist.Party,in Connecticut. JACOBZGOLLRING is the_publicly 


acknowl edged ConnetticutStabe Financé and Press Director.f for the 


Communist Party) as well as Fairfield ‘Sounty * y Organizer - for r the 
emus Party) "ares ON SAAR IN SANSA 


Cieasecce we MmAsederk MLAS ASN 
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yNew HavenConfidential InformantsT-7 and T~8 have identified LOUIS 

é who is a Professor in the Edgewood School near Greenwich, 
Connecticut, as an ive Communist Party member who attends Communist 
Party educ+tional classes at Party headquarters, 37 Howe Street, New 
Haven, Connecticut. - 


BRANSTLN admitted that he became very active in the westport Branch 
of the Communist Party and began teaching classes in Bridgeport, . 
Connecticut. Three or four weeks after the classes began, he was 
tried before the Westport Branch of the Communist Party on the charge 
of factionalism. Sitting as judges in his trial were members of the 
Westport Branch of the Communist Party. The first trial resulted 

in his being hpheld in his contention that the Communist P 

not _wenolutionary enough, However, the decision was appealed by 

"the powers that be" and during the trail from which he was barred, 
he was adjudged guilty and expelled from the Party. 


Post Party Activities 


After being expelled from the Communist Party in September, 19)6, 

the subject and his wife decided that they would have nothing further 
to do with the Party. In order to make the break permanent and 
irrevocable, they decided to remove themselves from the environment, 
Vonsequently y they decided to live.in Evrope and to have nothing 
whatsoever to do with Communism, Thus they departed from the United 
States in 1947 for Belgium, where they lived for one year. After one 
year in Belgium, they. travelled on the continent, doing free lance 
writing for United States magazines. After the tour of the continent, 
they took up residence in England, where BRANSTON became associated 
with a publishing firm and about the same time he and his wife were 
doing research for a book which they planned to write on mgland, 

and which has now been published, The BRANSTENS returned to their 
Westport home in “ay or June, 1958. BRANSTEN now is employed as an 
editor for Rinehart & Company, New York City. 
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On November 8, 1950, Dr. JOHN H. HELLER, Old Hyghway, Wilton, 
Comecticut, advised SA HUGO P. BLANIORT that he had learned from 
a friend, REX NOONAN, a manufacturer who resides on Green Farms 

in Westport, Gonhenticut., that the subject, KICTU.IND BKANSTEN, and 
his wife recently had been entertained at the home of WILLIAM H, 
BINNIE, Edgaarth Hill Road, Green Frams, Westport, Connecticut, 
who was reportedly an editor of a women's magazine, Luring the 
evening, according to Dr. HELLER, subject and Mr. BIRNIE became 
involved in an argument relating to Communism, with the result that 
BRANSTEN was reportedly asked to leave the home of BINNIE, 


New Haven Informants Aware of CP .ctivity 
in Fairfield County, Gonn, 


New Haven Confidential Informants T-9 through T-~18, who are 
acquainted with Communist Party affairs in Fairfield County, 
Connecticut, have furnished no information indicating recent 
Communist Party activity by the subject, 
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ADMINISTRETIVe PsGk 


It is to be noted that BRANSTE! was interviewed on Iecenber 16, 
1950, by SAs HUGO -. BLENDORI and JOHN C. MANNIN:, with Bureau 
approval in connection with the case entitled "TRAVIS HEDRICK, 
WaSe, ESPIONAGE — Rt, Luring the interview, BRANSTEN stated that 
he was not going to be a "stool pigeon." Consequently, he volunteered 
no information. He asserted he had made 2 complete break with the 
Communist Party and wanted nothing further to do with the Party or 
any of its members. On being urged to cooperate as a patriotic 
duty., he replied-that he recognized the duty and would be willing 
to answer any ‘specific questions concerning individuals, Asked 

if he ever considered volunteering to testify for the Government 
against the eleven national leaders who were tried for conspiracy 
to advogate the overthrow of the Goyernmert, BRANSTEN stated he 
had pssticipated, being subpoenaed, However, he felt he had no 
information over and above that which was offered by the Government 
at the trial. 


During the interview with BRANSTEN, he identified the following 
individuals as former associates while employed with the "New 
Masses't, whom he nae ae Communists. 


- JOHNANORTH : 
pie ct foultie (real name HARR: 
JOSEP EMON 

ROSER’ ; DINA (ph.) 


BRANSTEN furnished no additional identifying information relating ° 
to the avove listed individuals. 


LET NACUR) ” 


mentioned that during his period of residence] in Washington, D.C., 
he became very intimately acquainted with LEBACAESS aAN and was often 
in the latter's company, but stated that he had no knowledge of 
PRESSMAN's ever being a member of the Communist Party. 


It is to be further observed during the aoneg) in with BRANSTEN he 
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It is to be further noted that subject was removed from the key figure 
status by New Haven letter to the Bureau dated July lh, 199, with the 
result that the character of instant case has been carried as Security 
Matter ~ C. No recommendation is being made at present to have subject 
placed on the S.I. list, considering the absence of information indi-~ 
cating current Communist Party activity. In the event additional 
inquiry reflects a present sympathy for Communism by subject, such 

a recommendation will be made to the Bureau, 
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LEAD PLGE 


Two copies of instant report have been furnished to the New York 
Livision for their information, in view of the information obtained 
from BRLNSTEN during the interview, which information is deemed to 
be of interest to the New York Division. 


No lead is being set forth for the New York Office at the present 
time. 


NEW H.VEN LIVISTON 
At Westport, Conn, 


Will consult the New Haven Office indices for any references relating 
to WILLIAM 2. H. BIRNIE, Edgmarth Hill Koad, Green Farms, Westport, 
Connecticut. 


Will, in the’ event there is no information contained in the New 
Haven files of a derogatory nature, interyiew BINNIL for information 
concerning the alleged discussion which was held at his home with 
BRANSTEN, relating to Communism, at which time subject was reportedly 
asked to leave the BIRNIE home. 


will, during the interview, develop all information reflecting on 
subject's present attitude and sympathy with respect to Communism. 
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The following is the identity of the Confidential Informants 
mentioned in report of SA FRANCIS X. MC BRIDE dated1/31/51, 
entitled: "RICHARD BRANSTEN, wes., SECURITY MATTER ~ Cis 


TL CNHT-38, who previously furnished 
information which was set forth 
in report of SA FRANCIS X. MC BRIDE 
dated May 5, 1917, at New Haven, 
Connecticut, in the case entitled 
RICHARD BRANSTEN, was., INTERNAL 
SECURITY - C, Bufile 100-80068, 


T~2 Bureau letter to New Haven dated 
July 22, 19147, reflecting the re~ 
sults of a check at the State 
Department in connection with the 
above captioned case; the identity of 
the agent obtaining the information 
is not indicated, 


T~3 b3 
b7E 


Tl Information set forth in sureau letter 
to New Haven dated June 16, 1956, in 
the above captioned case, as received 
from the Bureau's legal attache in 
London, England, 


ie 
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T=5 


T~6 


T~7 


ING WNT PAGE 


Philadelphia letter to New Yorx’ 
dated October 2, 197, in the 

case entitled SAMUEL ADAMS DARCY, - 
Is-C. Tne original source of said 
information being attributed to an 
anonymous source. 


LOUIS F. BUDENZ, who furnished 
information to SA WILLIAw J, MC CARTHY, 
JRe, of the New York Livision on 
Junc 21, 1950 ana august 8, 1950, 
who furnished information to 
Sii JOHN C. MANNING on april 13 and - 
Mey 5 > 1950, 
who furnished information to 
SA JOHN C, MANNING on April 13 and 
May 5, 1950. 
CNHT~29 
CNHM~29 
CBP-179 
CBP=180 
CBP~181L 


CBP--182 
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B. Writings 


Fac 


The Magazine "In Fact" was launched in mid May 1940. 
It has for its purpose the supplying of news "for that part 
of the American people, estimates at 30 million, which has 
in several public-opinion polis, expressed its doubts:.as 
to the honesty of the American press **" 


"In Fact" bears the headline "For the Millions Who 
. Want a Free Press", Its editor is GEORGE SELDES and 
associate editor is BRUCBH,MINTON, It-is published bi-weekly 
by "In -Fact*Incorporated™, Chatham-Phenix Building, Lon 
Island City, New York, BRUCE MINTON's true name is RICHA 
BRANSTEN, 

fecording to a statement published in its pages, "In 
Fact not only gives news that is suppressed, but it points 
out a worse crime of the commercial press; the bias, % 
distortion, coloration in news and headlines =~ the unfair 
ha ndling of news that makes unfair public opinion." 


"In Fact is a stream-lined review of 2-weeks'! news; 
four printed pages of facts, enabling you in a new way to 
keep abreast of the fast moving times. It does not accept 
advertising, which is still the most corrupting force in 
journalism, ***" . 


"The viewpoint of In Fact is simple: it is in favor 
of every idea, movement and organization that is for what 
we carelessly call liberalism, democracy, progress, but 
it intends to follow up the frauds which hide behind these 
words; it is pro-labor and especially pro-progressive labor," 


‘In a statement of ownership, management, circulation 
etc., as required by the Act of Congress of Jugust au, 1912 
and subsequently ammended, it was reported that "In Fact" 
is published weekly in New York City and that GEORGE SELDES, 


ste 


ok Senos EMPLOYED iv 
Spee ne ee eth, YED ¥ 
CARD) BY: 


~ 
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280 Lafayette St., New York city, is publisher, editor and 
one of its owners. The statement reported that the paid 
subscribers to "In Fact" were 73, 127 and that the entire 
statement was sworn to ’ hf: SELDES on Sept, 30, 1949. 


Confidential Informant T-10, who is cognizant of certain 
aspects of Communist Party activities in the, New York Cit 
warea, reported on July 31, 1941 that 

Q New. "York Communist. _Party functionaries, were 


consider: the disposition to be made of Communist Party 
funds. i reported by T-10 to have remarked 
"it is true we got ou! money back from 'In Fact! and from 
some of his other projects." T-10 interpreted this — 
remark as meaning that the Communist Party of the United 


States of America had supported "In Fact" and that the 
latter had repaid the support given 2 oe 


Confidential Informant T-11, who was conversant with 
Communist Party activities in the Newark, New Jersey area, 
reported in the spring of 1941 that the Communist Party 
officers in that area were promoting the distribution of 
the magazine "In Fact"-and that it was recognized by them 
as being a Communistically inclined publication, 


a al a Bole renarted tv = = | 
‘state a e magazine "In Fac 1s just a Communis 
propaganda mouth piece dressed up to suggest inside stuff. 


Confidential Informant T-13, ee 
in New York City, advised in Jan. 19+1 that the publication 


"In Fact" was a four page semiemonthly periodical printed 
in such a manner that people are readily attracted to it; 
further, that ‘In Fact" gives the so called "news behind 
the scenes", that is an interpretation of the articles 

that appear in the regular daily newspapers. Informant 
went on to say that "In Fact" is edited and distributed by 
GEORGE Ne and BRUCE MINTON, whose true name is RICHARD 
BRAENSTEN o YX BRANDENSTEIN, Informant further declared that 
"In Fact" has been growing rapidly; that it is strongly 
backed by the Communist Party; that ab various Communist 
Party meetings it is frequently referred to Party members 
as being a good newspaper to read, Moreover, T-13 pointed ~ 
out that on several occasions subscriptions Lo "In Fact" - 
have been offered at a special price along with other 
Communist Party publications, such as the magazine "Friday", 


~9- 
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"New Masses" has b86n cited as a "Comiitiist periodical" 
by Attorney General Francis Biddle, Congressional Record 
Sept, 22, 1942, and by thesSpecial Committee on Un-American 
&etivities in its report*of March 29,°19+4, 


Confidential Informant T-20 advised that the Norwalk 


Professional u e unist Party held a meeting at 
the home of L_ : Westport, Conn. on Oct. 15, b6 
1945, At this meeting read a report on the bic 


activities of the Norwalk Branch of the Independent Citizens 
Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, (ICCASP) 
following which RICHARD BRANSTEN suggested that she contact 
GEORGE SELDES inasmuch as he would be willing to assist in 


ay 


the ICCASP program, 


T-20 reported that[ ——~—“C;~C] «hoo ass assigned te b6 
duty of contacting SELDES, subsequently reported that he did bic 
not feel that GEORGE SELDES would be interested in assisting 
the ICCASP and consequently did not contact him. 


In April 195, T-20 reported that during the recent 
conversation with eRORGE SELDES, the latter revealed he was 
interested in the work of the TeCASP and that both he and his 
wife, HELEN, were desirous of becoming members of that ~ 
organization, SELDES also advised informant that he was 
a member of the National Citizens Political Action Committee 
in New York City. a 


The Independent Citizens Committee of. the 4rts, Sciences 
and Professions has been cited by the Calffopnia Committee 
on Un-fimerican Activities in its report of 1%8. 


Confidential Informant T-27 furnished a photostatic copy 
of a resume prepared by the anti-Communist group in the fctors 
Equity Association, purporting to show the Communist , 
affiliation of various members of the association. The resum 
stated that "among the well known supporters of Communist Front 
Organizations who gave their names to the American Committee 
to Save Refugees was GEORGE SELDES,." This resume was furnishaéd 
by informant on June 23, 197. 


Confidential Informant!?-28 advised that the subject wa 
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In connection with the ihe sential "In Fact", T-4+ advised 
that_at various times during March 1947, GEORGE dnt DES and 
(RICHARD BRANSTENS aka Bruce Minton, discussed the campaign 
being donducted against "In Fact" by the magazine "Plain 
Talk", SELDES advised BRANSTEN that ISAAC DON LEVINE, 
publisher of "Plain Talk" had devoted an entire edition to 
an article by EUGENE LYONS on "In Fact", According to SELDES, 
the first part of this article was as follows: 


sy bcl 1938 Kur wexenney) wrote in 'New Masses! that 
certain erties have all sorts of publications that 
they put out under disguised forms." 


The article went on to say that "In Fact" is one of these 
disguises and LOUIS BUDENZ is quoted in the article as saying 
that the publication was dicsussed with him and the whole ~ 
plan was completed on the ninth floors; that is, Communist 
Party headquarters in New York City. 


t-4 further advised that when -RULH.  MeKENNEY now Mrs. 
RICHER” ) BRANSTENS> learned of these facts, she said that her 
statement as set "out by LYONS in the first part of his article 
has been haunting her even since she wrote &£t and that 

someone is always throwing it in her face. It was her 

opinion that the entire story is an outrage and that her 
quotation was taken from an article about the organization 

of the Communist Party. 


"In Fact" in its edition of February 14, 1949, contains an 
expose of the "!Heresy Hunter!: the use of cold war to curtail 
civil rights and stifle liberal thought in the United States." 
In his article SELDES stated that all over the United States the 
effects of the cold war doctrine of fear and distrust were 
being felt. He mentioned teachers and preachers, such as the 
dismissal of the three professors at the University of 

Washington, two of whom being admitted Communist >. ty members, 
and the request to the Reverend Doctor JOHN HOWA LISH to 
resign as rector of the Holy Trinity Protestant Epis al 
Church in Brooklyn, The case of PAURADRAPER and LARRYADLER, 
two individuals who filed a $100, 000° libel suit paint 
Mrs. HESTER R. McCULLOUGH for contending that they were 
members of a Communist Front, was also set forth by SELDES 
as part of the effect of the cold war doctrine. He contended 
that 'Heresy Hunting' had become a national pastime, and 
mentioned the ten individuals in Hollywood who were cited 
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Confidential Informant T-17 advised that "In Fact" had: 
paid its rent to October 31, 1950 and that, as of that date, 
all its equipment was sold and no employees were remaining 
in the office of "In Fact", 


Confidential Informa -18 advised on October 3, 1950 
thet pr eae eremeeh Gonmunt st party, stated be 
that "In Fact" céased publication because of the lack of b7C 
support by Communist Party members who did not renew their 
subscriptions or secure new ones because GHORGE SELDES took 
an opposite stand from the USSR on Yugoslavia and TITO. 


Confidential Informant 7-19 advised that [ b7D 


e name of RYCHARD BRAN Non April 22, 190 with the 
was made from BRAGTEN'S 
oreover, on June IS, 190, BR sf | 


' According to T- 15, tie records of "In Fact, Inc." 
disclosed the following officers in this firm: 


GEORGE SELDES,\Presidenty RICHARD BRANSTEN, Vice 

Presidents Secietary and Treasurer $ b6é 

and Business ‘Masager. b7C 
y be 2 5 


b7D 


9 Subsequent to the opening 


The Special Committee on Un-American Astivities on page 
48 of its report dated March 3, 194 cited "In Fact" as a 
Communist Frent. 


The California Committee on Un-Ametican Activities in its 
1948 report cited "In Fact" as "Communist news letter *** 
written ane published by GEORGE SELDES", . | 
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IV.__MISCELLANEOUS ‘ 
A. Contact with Communist Party Members 


conte Informant T-2 has reported that the pups eete 

wife, in 194, was listed on the Record Book of Dues and 
Attendance of” the Norwalk-Westport Branch of the Communist 
Party. Informant stated that although Party members have 

been given specific instructions to inform subject's wife 

of dates and places of meetings in order to induce her to 

attend these meetings, that he had no(definite information 

that she had ever attended any Communi st Party meetings. 


. Confidential (nroumant Te9 Kencreed on 2/12/52 that 
subject and his wife were very closely united in marriage 
and wielded a considerable influence on @ach others thinking 
and activities. This informant further stated that Sub yeete 


Vv and his wife were close. personal friends.of EARL [7] bé 
RUTH .and.RICHARD ) BRANSTENS and other b7C 
publically known Communist Party ‘Tembers .” 
- ‘Confidential Informant T- 5 reported that on the night 
of Dece. 31, 1945. there was held a the home of ae ae 
RICHARD Ree “48 Canal St 


)..BI Westport, Conn. 
‘at which GEORGE EES the ERLNSTENS) end Nita sRILEPSKY were 
in attendance. 


J T-5 further reported that throughout the year 1945 and 
1946 the subject and his wife were in* frequent contact with 
RUTH and RICHARD BRANSTEN,. 


It is pointed out that RUTH and. RICHARD BRANSTEN are 
self avowed former Communist Party members who were publically 
ousted from Communist Party membership in Sept. 1946 for 
revisionism, 


According to T- 2, NATHAN SHILEPSKY, now acesnaea. 
was formerly the leader of the Norwalk-Westport Branch’ ond 
the Communist Party. 


The records of the Town Clerk's Office, Town Hall, 
Norwalk, Conn., Book 307, Page 245,-reflects that on 
Feb. 20; 1945 there was recorded a sale by b6é 
of Hollywood , California of her home on[~__ b7c 
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thou' pose, deriding practically every newspaper man in the 
country and suspecting everybody else's motives. 


"At present Seldes is running In Fact, a tout sheet 
for the 'liberals! which seeks to cash in on the sucker 
strain in American life by claiming to give ‘the inside 
dope. a +. 


"Seldes started In Fact in 1940, announcing in his 
- prospectus that 'I belong to no party, no organization,..! 
But, he continued, 'I will expose the warmongers.' And .- 
he has lithely traipsed along the Communist Party-line in 
every little twist and turn. His first associate editor 
was Bruce Minton, an editor of the New Masses, His first 
exposes were the plans of the British 'to trap! America. 
into the war, In 1940, In Fact lauded-a pamphlet Lothian 
vs, Lothian which was published by Flanders Hall, a pro-Nazi 
publishing house secretly supported‘ by George Sylvester, 
“Viereck:; Seldes ran such headlines as ‘Britain Burns Food 
While Millions Starvet--this during the onslaughts by the 
Naziss he supported the famerican Peace Mobilization and 
publicized the report of Appéaser Joseph Kennedy that 'Britain 
Is Going Fascist in Wartime.! Came the June 22, 1941, dawn, 
and George Seldes. became as fience a warmonger as JeP. 
Morgan--even fiercer,. . 


"But these strange reveraals are characteristic of 
the surrealist strain in Seldes. In 1923, George Seldes 
was the Chicago Tribune's correspondent in Russia, until he 
was expelled by Lenin for smuggling out stories. 


"Seldes left Russia and sent several dispatches and 
letters to his employer, Col. McCormick. These letters 
were released and in a story in the New York Times of 
June 18, 1923 (page 15), Seldest letters are reprinted, 
Here is what Seldes wrote: 


"tBelieve me, if Bolshevism ever comes to America, ~ 
nothing would please me more than a nice corner post on a 
roof: overlooking two main streets, and a nice large machine 
gune, with unlimited belts of ammunition. 


"tT am convinced more than. ever that Russian Bolshevism 
will never be satisfied until.£t carries world revolution 
to other countries,: but the country they want most is 
America, I certainly believe it is the duty of every man 
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SYNOPSIS OF cia Results of interviews with JOHN PARKE, Middletown, 


Conn.e, JAMES ALLEN CARPENTER, Simsbury, Conne3 
JOSEPH STEIN, Waterbury, Conns, WILLIAM W. GOODMAN, 
‘Danbury, Conne, and ROBBINS W. BARSTOW, Jre, Niantic, 
Conne, all fellow students of REMINGTON at Dartmouth 
mset forthe PARKE in signed statenent states it was 
common knowledge among his circle at Dartmouth that 
REMINGTON was member of YCL 1936-39. CARPENTER in 
wo -Osigned statement states he considered REMINGTON to 
Pere have been very radical in that REMINGTON's ideas on. 
HO politics differed from his and many others. CARPENTER 
recalled REMINGTON statéd our government is out-moded 
sed on profit system .and we are, therefore, chasing 
a bygones STHIN advised. REMINGTON was: in left wing 
group at Dartmouth, by which he meant a member of the . 
American Student Union, a New Dealer" and pro=-Roosevelte 
GOODMAN advised he considered REMINGTON. a "middle of the 
roader", between left and righte BARSTOW, in signed: 
statement, stated that based on discussions he had with 
REMINGTON at Dartmouth, 1937—38, he knew REMINGTON to 
be at least part of the time a Communist sympathizer 


and supportere BARSTOW testified before Senate Committee eid 


inquiring into REMINGTON's loyalty at Washington, De Ce “ 
8/7/48 reading from notebook containing notes made by 

him as a result of discussions had by him with REMINGTON 
while both were students at Dartmouth. BARSTOW reinterviewed 


and upon examining photostatic copy of his notebook waa: REED ok 


able to recall in further detail any of the statements¥rap: Begy 
or views expressed by REMINGTON. “ER mation concerning . ell 
BRUGE MINTON set forthe El okememrneen BIN 
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IDENTITY OF TEMPORARY INFORMANTS 


Confidential Informants mentioned in the report of sal b6 
dated 6/19/50 at New Haven, Connecticut, in the case of bic 


"WILLIAM REMINGTON, wa 3111 " 


T7: 


TE 


femr-st, POX 
who furnished information to SA {fs b6 
' b7c 


WE E who furnished information to 
fs) on 2/2/Ube ; 


An anonymous source identified as Informant Tl in 
the report of SA dated )/22/hh at 
Washington, De Ce, in the case captioned, "RICHARD 
BRANSTEN, wa - Internal Security-C", Tl is 
described as a confidential source known to the 
Bureau, through whom the Baltimore Division 
obtained the information. 


An anonymous source through which information 
was obtained by the Los Angeles Division on 
1/16/h5 and set forth in the report of SA FRED G. 
DUPUIS dated 3/31/L5 at Los Angeles in the case 
entitled, "RICHARD BRANSTEN, wa - IS-c" 
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MRS eat a seen NEON 
that that (BRUCE? TINTON and wife, RUTH ‘MC KENNEY, ‘transferred from Branch H of 
the Northwest st ‘Section of the Los “Angéelés” ‘County Communist Political Associa- 
" tion to the 39th Assembly District Communist Political Association Group “""~ 
“ABOWE March of 19h)56 Informant T-7 advised ‘that MINTON's 19h) Communist. ae 
Political Association Membership Card was Noe 22h, and that the Commins PERCH Bar 
Political Association membership held by his. wife » RUTH MC ‘KENNEY during #4 


194 was Nos W225. 


New Haven Confidential Informant T-8, of ‘known reliability, advised that 
during 1945, RICHARD BRANSTEN was in frequent contact with known Communist 
Party officials in the State of Connecticut, and attended various Communist 
Party Begs as Connecticuts , * 


Under date of September 13, 1946, the New York Times carried a news item 
captioned, "Two Writers Ousted by Communist Party". The news article read 
in pare as follows: 


ORUTH MeKENNEY, author of 'My Sister Eileen’, and her husband, 
RICHARD BRANSTEN, who under the name of BRUCE MINTON was formerly 
Washington dotrespondent of the New Masses, have been expelled from 
the Communist Party for conducting a factional struggle against the 
party: line and its national uni 2. The Daily Worker disclosed 
yesterday «/ x me 

Le 
"The Dail: ere. to which Miss McKENNEY contributed as recently 
as last April, charged that. after the recent meeting of the national 
committee | of, ‘the Communist Party 'BRUCE MINTON and RUTH McKENNEY issued 
an ‘anti-party : ‘ddcument attacking the basic line, of the party and 
slandering, its. tiles ae " 
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_ REFERRED: UPON. COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
ENCLOSURES. FOR THE BUREAU 
3 photostatic copied of ‘three pages from notebook of ROBBINS W. BARSTOW, Jre 
ENCLOSURES FOR THE NEW YORK OFFICE . 
3 photostatic cope of above three pages from notebook of ROBBINS W. BARSTOWe 


ENCLOSURE FOR THE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE te 
1 photostatic copy | ce three pages exon notebook of ROBBINS W + BARSTOW, . dre 
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. "TI have read the above statement consisting of 5 pagés 
& to the best of my belief & recollection it is true and 
complete. 


/s/ Robbins We Bavstow). Ire 


Witnessed 


Mr. BARSTOW stated that he was still unable to recall whether or not 

he himself had been a member of the American Student Union at Dartmouth. 
He did state that he had attended several meetings of that organizatione 
He further stated that he was not certain that REMINGTON was an actual 
member of the American Student Union but did state that he knew REMINGON 
to have been active in the American Student Union at Dartmouth. He 
stated that he felt that records at Dartmouth College should reflect 
whether or not REMINGTON and himself had actually been members of: the 
American Student Unione 


The American Student Union was cited as a Communist front by the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities of the House oF Representatives on 
March 29, 19h, 


Photostatic copies of those pages of BARSTOW's notebook which contained ° 
pertinent notations regarding REMINGTON's Toye: ty are attached as exhibits 
to this reports 


BRUCEMMINTON 
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During an_interview with representatives of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation, ET . AMIINGTON, made BS 
reference to MINTON. a se b7C 


RICHARDSBRANSTEN is also known as RICHARDYBRANSTON, RICHARDYBRANDSTRIN, 
RICHARDMBRANDENS sTEINe BRANSTEN is a noted author and playwright who uses 
the pen hame of BRUCE MINTON. 


New Haven Confidential Informant T5, of known reliability, advised that 
during 193, RICHARD BRANSTEN held Communist Party Membership. Book..Noe A 
375195 reflecting membership in the “Gommunist Party in the District of PR 
‘Céltitibia, under: his pen name of BRUCE MINTON. 


New Haven Confidential Informant T6, of known reliability, advised that the 
name of BRUCE MINTON appeared on a scroll presented to WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, 
National Chairman of the Conmunist Party, at a meeting held in FOSTER's 
honor in Baltimore, Maryland, on December 3 i? 1943. Informant T6 advised 
that the place of the meeting was unknown e/ ft 


New Haven Gonfidential Informant T7, of known reliability, advised,’ 
; / 


NS ~ 


ae 


WILLTAM BLAKE, who nas bee self emploved as an 
autrior on history and economics, was a close con- 
tact of RICHARD* BRANSTON, wno was known under 

the name 6£BRUCE/MINTON in Communist publica- BOLE 
tions. Informant stated a report had been re- | ; 
ceived from an extremely delicate source in a 
February, 1952, indicating that WILLIAM BLAKE 
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NY T-6 advised on November 5, 1962, 
that ZVI GEZARI, 211 Centr rk We rk b6 


Cit was in contact with aa b7Cc 
New York ne (0. 
(0) 


Records of the Credit Bureau of Greater 
isned by to IC b6 
oi November 21, 1902, reflect b7c 
that ZVI GEZARI and wife, TERMINA, 211 Central 
Park West, formerly resided at 18 Grassfield Road, 
Great Neck, New York!//.The record indicated that 
ZVI GEZARI is employed as "works manager" for 
Charles F. Guyon, Incorporated, New York City. 


NY T-7 advised on April 13, 1961, that 
a three page undated and uncaptioned typewritten 
list of names which was in tne pogsession of JAMES © 
and BETTY GANNETT *TORMEY, 215 Willoushby Avenue, 
Brooxlyn,. New York, included tne names of Mr. and 
Mrs. ZVAINGAZARI, 18 Greenfield Road, Great neck, CS) (0) 


y vVoriz ~7 Bt Ms - : Py ae - . CA 
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NY T-8 advised on April 11, 1961, 
that JAMES TORMEY, as of that 

date, was a member of tie National 
Committee, Communist Party, United 
States of America, a member of tne 
New York State Communist Party 
Committee, and Chairman of the Kings 
County Communist Party. 
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entitled” Communist: beedae Waited ‘States ra sears 
d Secuti ty, [reveals that: * 
furni 


‘72084 
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cr) a a is true’ we’ gob “Back. our: money from in: Fact" | ane 
' and some of his other. projects," -from- which it, is ‘inferred that. ‘the - 
; Communist Party». United States of America,. has « ‘supported. "In. Fact! |. 


: was given it OX eee oo 


-more definite information concerning the matter. :. He ‘informed: the. vetier 


did not. do. something about: the. Fascists, “she would divorce him, “He 2, ee 
_ therefore. went: to Spain, | where: he associated with many. communists, ss 
~ and upon his, return he suddenly. acquired. all the paraphernalia and. 

- 6quipment for’ his. newspaper office, though -such equipment.is rélatively’ . 


". some source, but’ that. he does not’ have any information which. would | show 
“who furnished: ‘such backing« “He stated however ‘that he knows that: all Sa PRs 
-communist dominated” unions: ‘have’ vigorously pushied the sale of this. 

“paper and” ‘have: made contributions. to it | to some extent. These were in: 


Sere opinion this” paper is now self- -supporting, inasmuch. as its circulation 
a has been Steatly: built up by the comiminists _and. opherse 08 


AD NEW ‘YORK ory, 


Np 


I es 


eS 


cand. also. that. "Tn. Fact". has: ‘succeeded: an pepe =ne. whatever: Support 


= It is. noted. that ‘information. of, a general: detare: was. “eure oc 
‘nished by_MR, VICTOR: RIESEL, ‘Editor, . ‘Whew ' Leader," to’ Special Agent. ie, ares ree 
as’ reflected in report: of Special: Agent Je R. Malley. . .0:0.. 1 -b6 


dated January 23; 1941, New York City. MR.-RIESEL was. ‘re~interviewsd 9.1 ae 


‘for the purpose of determining. whether “he possessed ‘any further ‘or 


that he understands. ‘that ‘GEORGE SELDES- was told by his’ wife, who had 
been worked on. by . several Communist ‘party. intellectuals, - ‘that af he 


-expensive... YR. RIESEL pointed out that this indicates backing: ‘from 


small amounts’ “and. for: subscriptions, he stated, | “MR. ‘RIESEL said’ that in 


re 


“me Following dnvestigntion was “conducted ty. reporting egents 


Te was’ igaoertninod: Poon 


pgp 


et oe at ee Huntley Drive, will: interview RENA ‘Val: é! 
° for: the ‘purpose of obtaining any: information which: she: might. have | 


“concerning the possibility: that. GEORGE" SELDES, editor of "In' Facts a oe 


_-Inight be: connected: With“the Commnist:. ‘Party, and. the. nature. of. hig... 
"Speeches ‘which she may have heard, ‘bearing ‘in mind that. in. ‘an article 
,pablished. in the’ "New. Leader" June. 27, 1941," RENA VALE- stated that 

- SELDES was ‘among: the, Principal Pee at a. ee of one of. the” 
“Local. ‘unions i that: ety: : 


“Naw ‘YORK. FIELD pIVIStON 


at New Torts New c Tork 
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ee ae we Post Office Tee in. i Ghats ne eee Gariotal ae fe ge BID 
: “25% Bost Office, New. York City, after..checking his records,.- ‘advised: ‘that. - oP asa toa 


the above-mentioned 


He stated further that apparent Ty: when. is, company moved: 
‘dts. office. ‘from Long Island City; ess of 19 University » 

sigs Je) fPlace,, “Manhattan, ~New York” City, as it would be 

Sos om. UMOTS. -convenient: ‘for: the company to arrange - for: “mailing: privileges with | 

'. “the ‘Post’ Office™ in: Manhattan.’ -It would. therefore ‘appear that the 

isted later in this report. as: having: been: . 

New’ fork. E Oty. 


‘made 


ee ee 1 ore “Ty Gigula’ eine ‘be notes erat ‘RICHARD BRANSTEN,’ who 0 80 coh 
Hee tg is “listed: above’ as. pene one. ‘of: ‘the ‘officers: of, IN Pact, INC. 5 ae ae Seg 
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o-* MBRANSPEN. waps composed. of 
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claro BHANSEEA, 


Secretary and - | 

i Treaster’ *. 
; BuSiness’.::... . 
|. Manager = 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1366118-1 


Total Deleted Page(s) = 1 
Page 12 ~ Duplicate; 


KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK 
X Deleted Page(s) X 

X No Duplication Fee X 

X ForthisPage xX 

KKK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KKK 


presents - a. brew: of Grate eee y eiposes;,: accusations’ - > spiced ae k 
‘those. self-righteous ‘liberal! cliches certain: ‘people * fird' irresistible. 
His four, ‘pages’ overflow with: t he nefarious: plots, of Big: Business, °: itt 
on, the: Natican, ‘red-baiters,. imperialists and other, stock. villains: 


LON r it : CNHT 3% New Haven’ Divisionwas’ 
‘gavised in february 1946 by RICHARD. sof ‘that HREEN/and- GORGE | 


SELDES | continued to: ‘maintain Sogial contact: with them trequent iy at Meats. 


“<\ port, Connecticut: and’ that, the. ‘BRANSTENS request ly: visit ‘the, SELDES -: 
oe Regs enon at formal, ie es 


se FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . 
oe te om FILE NO. a3, *190=54349 DI. : 


oe 
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shy A, pare WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR aie: 
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. “REPORT MADE.AT 


_ NEWYORK.) 


— 36 bee a CHARACTER OF CASF 


_ DTRAAL SECURITY - o 


a a ar Subject Sontecane ‘as ‘editor of eT: PACT", ie a cy | 
[ek a review of which reflects it upholds o ey ot | er ft oe 
Communist Party line. SELDES attempting ena ae? all 
~~ to secure.:a circulation of. one-quarter ey Sake ea es ; : 
illion. Current circulation 60, 0003" ame ery Gal) EAL TREE Om Aree 
_SELDES denied:he was a Com ae nee ©,” dae 
Paes Canswer ‘to charge by EUGENBALYONS, author | 
Set an. article ee ee: : 
all iNroRWATION ComTAED 


s \ Poy - ieee a Ea 2 mete < ’ ca < ; i : 
See os “Pe = | He iS sim ~ hei 
Bias Bureau ‘file 2 Moose _— se! 
3 "Report of Special = 1 Aare 

ae /s6, New Yorke. ©‘ : z 


“DEMAIIS:. “The publication ATy FACT! for. March 31, “1947 reflects chat the = 
; subject is still the editor. A review of this publication each ©. 


week k reflects that. it follows and uphdlds the Communi st Party lines. 


‘The es for’ March a, ; ‘1947 contains : ‘an ‘editorial by SEIDES - he 


iS, which he declared, - ®History does not repeat. itself, but there are 
The present wave of. hysteria; ’ red-baiting,. i, 


re eae | many historic. parallels. 
s - “unton busting, the present reactionary movement in the United States 
with numerous actions bordering on real Fascism parallel the notorious, 


was later ashameds +e. oo Vere meas a Qe 
- ae nTt is ‘directed net: oe the. ‘Comiuni ste’ ‘ihe nine a 
aan | (Congresetenat Record Merc Tens but aa ae Densorats ee 
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' Chinese delegation to the San Francisco Conference at which time GRACE* 
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Letter to the Director 
RE: GEORGE HENRY SELDES 
INTERNAL SHCURITY-C 
100-136. | 1/9/46 


sao a BRANSTEN at 454 North Bristol, Los Angeles, CalifoPnia, b6 
Pp ly from the personal effects of RICHARD. BRANSTEN. b7c 
: b7D 


In substance, the "Estimation of STIUINELL!' $ Policy" deals with 
the activities of General STILLWELL, Ambassador HURLEY and General -y a . 
WEIDEMEYER, and wes obtained by GRACE GRANICH from contact with the 


GRANICH resided with the BRANSTENS in California. (G11) 


Confidential Informant CNHT-38 has obtained the following in- 
formation, which is set forth, during the conversation between GEORGE 
SELDES and GRAGE GRANICH, apparently regarding the use of that informa- 
tion. oe GRANICH will be referred to as "G", and GEORGH SELDES as 
git, (0) ; 

G. How would you run it? As it is? 


S. Yes, but what should be said at the beginning? That's the only 
reason I've called you. - 


Ge You see ‘I hate to tell you to use it as it-is because they told 
me not to. Ls 


Se Well —, What did you mean some parts are’ in quotations and 
some parts aren't. ; 


Ge Well you see, as it is » it could only come from me. 
a How else could it be run? 
G. The information from it is already known. {TEN 


S. That's right, the way its written up by this man CHU or whatever 
his name is -- 


Ge Yea -~ 

Se. — this is his statement, as he made it at San Francisco -- 

Ge —- But you see the difficulty is, this fellow is an official trans- 
lator thére, but doing lines, and if this comes out here, in any 
future business there, they may say "we don't want this guy here —- 
because he tells —- see! ~— and what, the other fellow, CHUNG ioe CHEN) 
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United States Aepartment of Justice 
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New Haven 10, Connecticut 
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PERSONAL AND~CONFIDENTTAL | 
Director, FBI _ oY 


‘RE: GEORGE HENRY SELDES 
_ INTERNAL SECURITY-C 


none 
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oie tats Waidiens 
Be, Nease. i.e. acces 


Tiss Garcy oo. 


Dear Sir: . oe os 
NV On the night > December 31, 1945, NSTEN, alias 20TH, 
C KENNY, and RICHARDS RANSTEN, alias BRUC TTINON, of Le Canal “Street SEP 
_ Mes port, Connecticut, held.a party at their! residence. According to 
which is a technical survei ee 


nfidential- Informant CNHT-38 
Pepattasress, persons in attendance at this party we } 
NIC CRORGEONELDES, Mr. and Mrs. BRANSTEN, aa 
os y HELENJSELDES, as well as others whose. identities. ane. not known 
to the latory. Ly 0) ae 
The informant reported at 12:10 A.M. on January 1, 1946, that 


GEORGE SELDES communicated with the BRANSTEN residence in an effort to 
He. referred to a conversation he had had : 

oY 

ae 


talk with.GRACE GRANICH. . 
with her the night-previous at the BRANSTENS, and the talk concemed 
"the HURLEY piece", which he was very anxious to use. SO). wr 


a From the content of the conversation it would appear that 
the information he was interested in obtaining for use in his publicatio 
FACT" magazine is identical with an "off the record interview" with 


Mi . 
ISHEN CHIA-KANG, secretary to CHU EN-LAI, which was given to GRACE GRANICH "4 
and F.F. (identity unknown) on an "Estimation of STILLWELL'S Policy". OR inf 


— 
a 


‘For the information of the ‘Bureau and offices receiving copies 
of this letter, the substance of this interview has been made available 
in its entirety to the Bureau by the San Francisco or Los Angeles Field 
Divisions in a letter to the Bureau dated June ox sage under the caption 


"COM INTERN APPARATUS-~ INTERNAL SECURITY-R". 
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ing to the report of Special Agent FRED G. DUPU 
at Los Angeles, California, in the case Pome uel RIC e att >» Wht 
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x Re: BRUCE. HINTON 
IHTERVAL SECURITY - R 
Dear Sirs 
| It is desired that the residence address ‘i 
of BRUCE MINTON be obtained. He is a Communist Party 
member and was a contributor to the New asses. in 
i 1938. In 1939 he contributed reviews of several 
Communist publications, which reviews appeared in 
| the Dally Worker. . 
ge <4 Very truly yours, ’ f t 
| f 
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100-1191 June 21, 1942 


Assistant Director B, J. Comelley 
Hest York, New York 


Re: BRUCE GuNTON 
THVERNAL SECURITY - R 


The Bureau desires that it bs advised as to the 
exact status of this case ab the present time. 


Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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EI ral Burean of Investigation 


New York, N. Y.° 


100=14381 
CCN :HOW 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


a Washington, D. C. 


RE: 


Dear Sirs 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated August 30, 


4 


September 27, 1941 


BRUCE MINTON 


INTERNAL SECURITY - 2 


United States Department of Sustic 


1941 wherein it was requested that the Bureau be advised of 
the correct residence in the above-captioned individu 
whom a custodial detention card is being prepared. 


This i 79 advise you that the correct name,of the 
RANSTEN, with aliases of RICHARD 
‘N, BRUCE MINTON. He is a vice-president of 
ntributing editor offfew Masses, and is the 
4MCKENNEY, author of the currently popular book 


Eileen." 


City was 107 West 1ith Str 


e 
OTT. 


39 On 


RANSTEIN, 


ae 


The last residence address of the subject. in NewYork 
et,..£rom,which address he moved: about 


\ 

\ nes 

) one "year ago leaving no forwarding address. His literary. agents 
a advised that subject“Has no New York City residence address but 


receives correspondence and appointments at 461 Fourth Avenue ; 
Room 1204, New York City, which is the address of the publica~ 
tion New Masses. His literary agents further advise that the 
subject and his wife mintain a home on Easton Road, Westport, 


Connecticut, telephone Westport 5'769.° 


The New Haven Field Division is hereby requested to 
discreetly ascertain if the subject resides at the above~men- 


tioned address and advise ‘the Bureau aeeee ye 
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“Sederal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 
100~1128 New Haven, Connecticut 
FdW/am October 20, 1941 


Director . 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


oy Re: BRUCE MINTON 
a Internal Security - R 
; Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to letter addressed to the 
Bureau from the New York Office, dated September 27, 
1941, in the above captioned mtter. 


It will be noted that the last paragraph of that 
letter requested the New Haven Field Division to dis- 
creetly ascertain if the subject resides in Westport, 
Connecticut and advise the Bureau immediately. 


In answer to that letter the Bureau's attention 
is called to the report of Frank J. Whelan, dated 
September 30, 1941, which sets forth informatio 
relative to the present address of Subject in Westport, 
Connecticut. 


Very truly yours 


CS 8 
J. T. Madigan 
// Special Agent fi 


cc ~ New York 


€ Hederal Bureau of saveotgae? 


United States Department nf Justice 
510 Trust Company Building 
New Haven, Connecticut 
November 3, 1941 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. CG. 


nes aRuciHmray ag. 


Internal Security - R FA 
Dear Sirs: . “S 


Reference is made to letter addressed to the Bureau 
from the New York Office dated September 27, 1941, in the 
above captioned matter. ‘ 


It will be noted that the last paragraph of that. 
letter requested the New Haven Field Division to discreetly 
ascertain if the Subject resides in Westport, Conn. 5 and ° 
advise the Bureau. 4° s 


In answer to that letter the Bureau's attention is 
called to the report of Special Agent Frank J. Whelan 
dated September 30, 1941, which sets forth information 
relative to the present address of the Subject in HSPEBOESs 
Conn. 
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Je 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, B. €. 


March 13, 1942 


{ Mr. Holloman | 
j Mr. LicGuire 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
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fem Severe, Tet Gla qrouin® 


oO : 
RE: BRUCE TON, a.k.a. 
RIGHTS 
RANDENSTEN 


a.k.a. RIC 


The New York Office has advised that Charleg/ ; 
who, they state, is well informed concerning persons lin the 


radical and liberal literary field, informed that Minton is 

a son of the very wealthy Brandensten family, which changed its, 

name to Bransten during World War #1. Malamuth stated that’ thes 
change of’ name from Brandensten to Bransten was made by the family 

in good faith for the reason that the name as originally spelled. 
had-a definite German sound which they felt was erdecrsopeble oe 
when this, ponntay was at war with Germany. 

ifatamuth informed, that during the time\Minton was at 

Harvard ‘University he was eribed as a "Left " He stated that 
with his first wife, LouiséBransten, nee se 

Minton in 1932 or 1933 made a tour of Russia and ‘that upon his 

return he was quite thoroughly converted to Communism. Malamuth 
advised that it was about this time Minton became ambitious along 
literary lines and wrote a novel about his owm Jewish set in 

San Francisco » which book after considerable difficulty was published. - 
He stated that the effect of this publication was+to put Minton 

in considerable disfavor with his own “people n San—Frane: 

as AED 4 
Malamuth informed that Minton has always 

strong "party liner." He advised that it is repo i 

is the Chairman of the Communist Party of Conmnecticutnund Ni somo 

of Richard Bransten. In this connection it might be' stat 

to the Bureau's knowledge this reported fact is not pies pan 
However, the New Haven Office has been instructed to advise the Bureau -}™ 
if they have any informtion which might in any way authenticate this sem 
_-report. — ° 
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Malamuth stated that Minton is reputed to have a 
considerable income of his omm. He advised that it is assumed 
he has invested some of his money in the "New Masses >'' and he 
stated that Minton definitely exercises considerable authority 
in connection with this publication. 


: The Office of Naval Intelligence has a vised that Minton 
“and his wife, Mrs. Ruth M.\Bransten, alias Auth iokeaney, recently 
arranged for the purchase df the house at 5019 Reéno Road, N. W., 

' Washington, D. C., through the Randall H. Hagner Real Estate 
Company, which information they received from Ensign Randall H. 
Hagner, Jr. of that service. The purchase price of this home is 
reportedly $16,000.00. It is reported that Minton, throughout 

the negotiations, was highly indignant and unnecessarily irritable 
when questioned concerning his wealth or income. It was determined 
during these negotiations that Dean Witter Company of New York City, 
Curtis Brown, Limited, 347 Madison Avenue, New York City, and the 
Westport Bank and Trust Company of Westport, Connecticut > handle 
the majority of the Bransten's capital investments. 


The following is the income statement of Mrs. Bransten: 


1938... . . . $3,647.00 
1939 oeoee @ @ 8,468.00 
1940... 2... 2,749.00 
}}2942 oe 6 ee © 87,968.00 


In view of the unusually large income for 1941, the 
Randall Hagner Real Estate Company, being somewhat dissatisfied . 
With the subject's reticence to give financial information, contacted 
the Branstens to ascertain why, with such an acknowledged income 
in 1941 they were attempting to borrow $10,000 in connection with 
the purchase of the above home.’ They informed that it was no one's 
business why a $10,000 loan was necessary but finally stated they 
considered a home with a mortgage a better investment. As to the 
large increase in income, Mrs. Bransten advised that she and her 
husband were co-authors of the current success on Broadway, "My Sister 
Eileen," which is presently showing at the National Theatre. 


ACTION : . 
The above is submitted for your information and possible 
interest in connection with this individual. 


7 Respectfully, 
Orr glen 


D. M. Ladd. 
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‘ : Hederal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 


New York, New York 


GJS :DG 
100-4931 February 28, 1942 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. Ce 


# Res COMMUNIST PARTY, U.S.As3 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to the articles#*Appeaser' s Who's 
Who" by BRUC NION, which appears in the February 4, 1942 
issue of the "New Masses". 


BRUCE MINTON is a member of the editorial steff OBA 
of the "New Masses" along with RUTH(McKENNEY,’his wife, and a P 
number of other personse Subsequent to the appearance of this 
article, which incidentally is listed on the cover of this 
magazine as "Washington's Cliveden Set", inquiry was made by 
Special Agent George J. Starr of this office, of CHARLES;MALAMUTH,’ 
who is quite well informed concerning persons in the radical 
and liberal literary field. According to Mr. MALAMUTH, BRUCE 
/MINTON is a son of the very wealthy BRANDENSTEN family, which 
changed its name to BRANSTEN during World Wer #1. The family 
is the owner of a nationally known firm distributing MJ B 
coffee and located in San Franciscoe 


The change in the name from BRANDENSTEN to BRANSTEN 
was made by the family in good faith for the reason that the 
neme as originally spelled had a definite German sound, vhich 


they felt was objectionable when this country was at war with dade is 
Germanys RECORDED. 
al fe- 2oGe. 77 £0.96 @ 7 


3 oy The author of ‘the article NEE Saal ses_the 
or” {uname BRUCE MINION, first married a very pretty Sa 
\v a member of the very wealthy ROSENBERG family, dlso of Californias 


te ge which family controls the business which distributes t#4ADe1 dMorits! 
ai \ * |brand of food stuffs, MINTON was understood to be dt ecaie 
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tubercular. He attended Harvard University and ‘became what is 
described as "Leftist", and with his first wife he made a tour 

of Russia about 1932 or 1933 and came back quite thoroughly con= 
verted to Communism, At the same time he had great ambitions along 
literary lines and finally wrote a novel about his own Jewish set 
in Sen Franciscoy which would be the wealthy socially prominent 
Jews of that City. He had considerable difficulty in getting the 
book published. Finally some, if not all of it, was published in 
the Menorah Journal, published by Menorah College, The effect 

of the publication of this novel was to put MINTON in considerable 
disfavor with his own people in San Francisco. 


In New York City he became eventually a member of the 
editorial staff of the "New Masses" and has remained with that 
publication and his entire literary career centers around the 


_ "New Masses", He eventually divorced his first wife ani married 


RUTH McKENNEY , a Communist writer, 


MINTON has always been considered a strong "party liner" 
end hé is now reported to be the Chairman of the Communist Party 
of Connecticut under the name of RICHARD BRANSTEN, Mr. MALAMUTH ~ 
checked with BENJAMIWMANDEL{as to this latter information and it 
appears to be the firm belief of MANDEL, MALAMUTH ami NELSOMAPRANK ! 
that this information is correct. ; 


MINTON is reputed to have a considerable income of his 
own and itis assumed by the persons mentioned above that he-has 
invested some of it in the "New Masses", He exercises considerable 
authority there and on one occasion Mr, MALAMUTH had occasion to 


go to the "New Masses" offices to speak to a girl then employed 


there who had done some work for MALAMUTH, MINTON saw MALAMUTH 

in the office and became quite nasty about it. Later MALAMUTH met 
the girl on the street and she said that MINTON had had her dis» 
missed from her job because she was apparently a friend of MALAMUTH: .. 


MINTON has been referred to in the "Daily Worker" as 
a member of the Committee @f Liberals for Amter (Daily Worker October 
21, 1936), and also as having endorsed the candidacy of ISRAEL 
AMTER as President of the Board of Alderman (Daily Worker October 
26, 1936) 
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aa. 


Iwo copies of this letter are being forwarded to 
the New Haven Field Office for the information of that office, 
should the Bureau desire that further investigation be made 
to determine whether RICHARDOBRANSTEN | is in fact a functionary 
in the Communist Party of Connecticut, and if so whether he is, 
identical with BRUCE MINTON. 


Very truly yours, 
FESS 
P. E, FOXWOKTH, <—Srr 
Assistant Directore 
2cc - New Haven : 


JOHN EDGAR ‘HOOVER 
Pee Sitte¢ror 9 


ro 


Federal Bureau of Inuvestinatioan 
United States Department of Justice Wir. Nichols 
Washington, B. C. nee 


March 7, 1942 <" 


Mr. Rosen 


Mr. Carson 


[LHI 


LAN :NHT Mr. Coffey 
7 ‘ tir. Hendon 
| : 5 ee ee Mr. Nolloman 
MEMORANDUM FOR #A7R. TOLSON = —~ Tete, Room 
| S oe . 5 Mr. Harbo 
| RE: Bruc& Minton Broadcast ‘ noe 
} Fr ease 
‘ Gh cam 
Noy Ly informant saw the script of Minton's Fe os 
AY CAST. mabe , tt ts in the files of ir. Bennett, the = 
\\ Attorney fo eW.D.C. The station will not let the br A cast 
: | go out as ey “fear repercusstons with the F.C.C. over their 
; LA cancellation of the Minton broadcast. 


all. e a hame menttoned was that of Congresenan Dies. 
vtth reference to the Cliveden set, he stated the members of 
the set were tools of Hitlerism and Naziism and the same old 
crowd of appeasers. He then turned the argument to claim that 
because this same crowd criticizes the Communists, and inasmuch 
as the Communists are allies, therefore the Cliveden set is not 
behind President Roosevelt. ; : 


ify informant made specific inquiry as to where the 
script would be kept and Ir. Bennett stated it would be kept 
in the files of WWDC. If any action is to bé taken it, of course, 
could be a@ subpoena. Naturally tt would seem quite possi ble that 
there is something libelous in it since it was read by the 
officials of the broadcasting station and on the basis of the 
contents thereof the broadcast was cancelled. 


Respectfully, 


~— 


aa 
Le B. Nichols 
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U.S, DEPARTMENT QF JUSTICE 
ar: San 


f 


REGARDING BRUCE MINTON SCRIPT 
The following are points in regard to the Bruce Minton script refused 
a broadcast yesterday: , 
‘1. Its theme was a denunciation of the "American Cliveden Set", 
2 No names of the set were mentioned. He said they had been named 


‘in the magazine article and were well knowvm to all. 


3- The only name mentioned in the criticism was that of Dies. 


4. In effect, he said that the members of the set were tools of Hitler 


and the same old crowd of MyMEMbEnY appeasers. 
5. He then turned the argument to claim that because this same crowd 
criticises the Communists, therefore the Communists are okay becasue that 


crowd is not behind President Roosevelt. 


Mr. Toison ee 


& Mr. E. A. Tamm 
Mr. Clegg 


Mr. Glavin 
~ . 2 \ . es saat 
Federal Burean of Investigation fr Bene 


Mr. Nicky: 


United States Department of Justice : ate) 
Washington, rT: @. Mr. Rosen 


TMer, Carson 


Mr. Coffey 


March 19, 1942 Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Holtoman 
Mr. Quinn Tamm 
an Mr. Harbo 
; MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR Tete. Reom . 
é Mre Nease 
) Miss Beahm 
Re: _ BRUCK -MINTON, aka Richard . iiss Gandy 


OBransten, aka$>Brandensten 


Information received from a highly confidential and 
-: reliable source reflects that on February 17, 1942, aarti Chenseys 
aie Secretary of the Communist Party for the District of Coluinbia, 

telephonically contacted Ruth/bickimey wife of the above subject, 

at which time he told her that apparently Bruce Minton was not 

interested in making speeches, apparently for the Communist Party. =, 


\ 


ine 


Le ; on February 20, 1942, Martin Chancey was advised by K 
nf apitt; Washington correspondent of the Daily Worker at 


e were two subjects that could be spoken-on, namely,A"Obstructions 
in Congress" and "TheXCliveden Sets." Chancey at this time stated 
that a radio program had been arranged and that Bruce Minton would 
speak in connection with one of the subjects. On-she same date Bruce 
Minton telephonically advised Chancey that he could talk on one of 
the subjects from 10:30 P.M. to 10:45 P.M. oregatie Station WNDC_ 

on March 5, 1942. Minton stated that he had a’class prior “to this — 
time and as a consequence he would be unable to broadcast. On this ~ 
same date, Chancey advised the press that Bruce Minton would speak 
over Radio Station WWDC on March 5, 1942 in place of Adam Lapin. 


On March 2, 1942, Ruth McKinney told Chancey that she and 
her husband had returned to Washington the preceding Saturday, but 
that he had returned to New York the day before. Chancey at this time 
advised McKinney that the radio station was jittery about the forth- 
coming broadcast for Thursday, March 5, 1942, because of possible 
lawsuits that might arise from it. He advised that the radio station 
requested OD of Minton's speech by the following night so that 
their lawyers over the same. Miss McKinney stated. that she 
would wire Seat. hu vay Them n. with this matter? 
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telephonically advised Chancey that one of the largest stockholders 

of the Capital Broadcasting Company had taken exception to their 
handling broadcasts of the Communist Party. Further, that he had 
filed a letter with the Dies Committee and was threatening all sorts 
of action if the station continued to carry the broadcast. Reed in- 
formed that the station had never had any objection to carrying the 
broadcasts so far as speeches by Minor and Fost.er were concerned, but 
that they were afraid the stockholder in question would obtain an in- 
junction in this particular case. Reed informed Chancey that as a 
result the station cannot carry any more of the Communist Party broad- 
casts. Chancey advised Reed that the speech had been widely advertised 
and requested to be advised if the objection was to the subject of the 
broadcast. Reed informed that it was not necessarily that, but that 
the particular stockholder does not feel that time should be sold by 
their station to the Communist Party. 


On this same date Chancey telephonically advised Adam Lapin 
of the station's objections to the broadcast of March 5, 1942. He 
asked Lapin if any of the "Cliveden set" were stockholders of the above 
station. Lapin informed that he did not know, tut that Chancey could 
send a man to the SEC and obtain a list of the stockholders. - Adam Lapin 
advised Chancey not to give up the broadcast. 


Chancey later contacted San\/Levin} Attorney, Southern Build~ 
ing, Washington, D. C., advising him of the station's objections to the 
broadcast. CGhancey informed that he had no written contract with the 
station, bit that he had an oral agreement, further that he had always 
paid for the broadcast time on the night of the broadcast. Levin in- 
formed that it was legally a contract although oral, and advised Chancey 
to tell the persons concerned that the Party would file suit of all kinds 
for damages if the broadcast was not permitted to be carried on. He 
told Chancey to advise them that he, Levin, would go before the FCC if 
the broadcast was not pemitted on the basis that the station was operat-— 
ing on a prejudicial basis. 


On March 3, 1942, Chancey telephonically edntested Apert a. 
ea fs Maryland, Secretary, Communist Party, District No. 34, 


‘which includes State of Maryland and the District of Columbia, and 
advised him thafiRadio Station WDC. objected to Bruce Minton's contem- 
plated speech on’ "The Gliveden Set! on March 5, 1942. Blumberg advised 
Chancey that the matter would have to be handled locally. He also recom- 
mended changing the subject, stating that "things that have happened in 
the last two days and Hudson's article in Tuesday's Daily Worker, are the 
most important things at the.present time." Blumberg advised Chancey 
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not to fight the proposed subject, but to approach the station for 
permission to broadcast in connection with another subject. 


On this same date Chancey telephonically contacted Roy 
Hudson, a menber of the National Committee, Communist Party, U.S.A., 
New York City, and advised him of the trouble that the Party in 
Washington was having regarding the radio programs. Hudson informed 
Chancey that"he must find out so far as “the management of the- radio 
station is concerned, if “the issue is the broadcast on the Cliveden 
Set or whether they are just unwilling to continue carrying Communist 
Party broadcasts." Hudson, too, advised Chancey to change the subject 
stating that they did not want to complicate the Cliveden fight by 
injection of the Commnist Party issue. 


On this same date Chancey informed Bruce Minton that he 
had conversed with both Blumberg and Hudson and that they both felt that 
it should be determined whether the objected: to Communist Party broad- 
casts or to the subject of this particular broadcast. Chancey stated 
that they both felt that they may have to concede on this particular 
subject. Minton stated that he agreed with Blumberg and Hudson, but 
that he could not see any reason for stopping the fight against the 
Cliveden set and that they should insist on their rights. Minton at 
this time stated that his contemplated speech did not mention anyone in 
the Cliveden set or any group of individuals. He stated that his 
planned speech was against appeasers and those fighting the unions. 
Further, that he planned to give the Communist opinion as to the war 
and the all out efforts. 


On March 4, 1942, Andrew¥Bennettj Attorney for Radio Station 
WWDCG, told Chancey that he had gone over Bruce Minton's speech and that 
it could not be permitted to go on the air because there,were too many 4 
bad elements in it. Chancey suggested that Minton, Bennett and himself 
meet to discuss the speech, at which time Bennett could point out the bad 
elements. Bennett stated that "it is the entire speech, further, that it 
is a controversial issue that borders on libel." Chancey informed 
Bennett that he had discussed the question with his board, and that 
they might consider a talk on increased production. Bennett conferred 
with Mr. Spence in his office and then advised Chancey that "this will 
be all right," and requested that they receive a copy of the same by 
the following evening. Bennett pocit scaly: advised Chancey that the 
Browder case should not be mentioned. 


Later this same day Chancey telephonically informed Hudson 
in New York City that the radio station would permit a ‘speech regarding 


é 
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increased production. Hudson informed that this would be all 

right, as they did not want to inject the issue of their right to 
speak on the Cliveden set ad their fight against them. Chancey 

later called Adam Lapin asking him if he could speak Thursday, March 5, 
1942 on production. Lapin stated that he could not as it was too 
short notice. Chancey then called Ruth McKinney stating that he had 
‘been attempting to locate her husband, Bruce Minton. 


On March 5, 1942, Norman Reed, Radio Station WWDC, advised 
Chancey that the script for the speech had been "okayed." Reed also 
stated that this program was the last program the station could promise 
the Party. ; 


On March 7, 1942, Bruce Minton telephonically advised 
Martin Chancey that he was very angry because he felt that the situa- 
tion relative to the contemplated broadcast was grossly mishandled in 
that they did not procure the services of a lawyer. He stated that he 
felt that the same has done the Party a lot of harm. Chancey stated 
that he had acted upon the consultation of people whom he considers as 
knowing what they are doing. Chancey pointed out that he had asked 
Roy Hudson if he deemed it advisable to procure a lawyer. Chancey 
further pointed out that there were no lawyers in Washington, D. C. or 
in Baltimore who were willing to represent the Party. Minton at this ; 
point made the following statement: "I think the, reason you did not 
have a lawyer was that it seemed to be too much trouble and nothing 
is too much trouble." Minton informed Chancey that he did not think 
he had acted in the best interest of "what we have in mind." Chancey 
informed Minton that this had been an.unfortunate situation, but that 
it could not have been handled any differently. He stated that he was 
disappointed in Minton's attitude, for a Communist to disagree'with the 
decisions of the national officers. Minton stated that he felt that 
the situation had been misrepresented to New York. Chancey then declined 
to go into the matter further over the telephone, and advised that it 
would not do them any good to use strong adjectives. 


A review of the Bureau files has revealed that Mr. Nichols 
attempted through a Confidential Informant to obtain a script of Minton's 
proposed "Cliveden Set" speech but has not been able to obtain the same 
as the radio station fears repercussions from the FCC for the cancella- 
tion of Minton's broadcast. 


Action: The Washington Field Office has been instructed to keep the 


Bureau more currently advised of such pertinent information developed as 
a result of this highly confidential source. 


UW. Once 


- Respectfully, 
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: Miss Gandy 


‘ I thought you might be interested in the fact that 
thefPaily Worker of March 30,1942, reflects that Bruce Minton 
wo speak, on that date, on NCivil Liberties in Support of 
the War" at a dinner which opened the Annual National Conference 
of the)internati onal Labor Defense in New York City. 
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ae : our: “Sbtention 4 is directed to. Bureau Ajabtens dated’ : Geter igs, 
‘March ‘14 and March. 305. 1942, ‘and Bureau teletype dated April: (ae poe? 
. 1942," in ‘the above~entitled matter, wherein your’ office was” eee 
Du.’ requested to advise immediately if it-was cognizant ‘of any 
_.«, information reflecting. that ‘the. above-named subject has. badin in 
-- “the past ot is presently. active in Oceania se ik roel aad in Uae ne 
co the es ‘of Connecticut. ; at, oe ee a ta! “aS 
anecl We eee To date no. information has: heen) ‘reéeived ‘from 3 your PE ee as 4 
be ee: reflecting that you, have answered: these.communications” or oe 
be ete ot oles Gonducted) any Ativestigation’ in’ ‘ponnection with this. matter.” ‘ 


ree eee You aré yrstrioted to advise. ‘the Bureau,’ ‘immediately as. ipa eed entes 

te hae steps are ‘being taken by your office in. an effort to ‘coup: ne nee 
BN See eee with the many Bureau. requests and to. submit an. explanation, ag we Me Sh MRS 
se aes ‘these elas have Rot been complied with hibeios ee Ste. 2a peace 
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BRUCE MINTON , 
SReREp TO RST TEENTEE Srey S 


Special Representative 
Communist New Masses 
Washington, D. Ce 


New ae , Yee ? 


April 21, 1942. 


The man who is raising more hell in Washington at. the present time than eny- 


body we know of is Bruce Minton whose real name is Richard Branstein, and he hails from 


Le 


California, Branstein is married to Ruth ickenny, the -well-knowm writer and playwright. 


Qne of her plays, "My Sister Eileen" is now running on Broadway, ‘New York City. Minton| 


is the fellow that published the "Cliveden Set" which abtacked the crowd in Washington | 


that is out to get President Roosevelt, and at the same 


time are acting as eppeasers. 


This man has been writing for the New Masses for several years. He is the same fellow 


that attacked the Associated Farmers on the West Coast, and three of his closest pais 


are John Howard’ wson, er ee the Brees of the CIO Agriculture Workers 
ia enaeeeeeremeenen etn heaeenorneneedaleeemneenes enema ne 


Union, and GardneiX Jackson who we mentioned in our previous report. 
In the April 21st issue of the New Masses on page 17, under "Watch on the 
Potomac" by Bruce Minton there appears an article which we are attaching to this report, 


The article in itself is cleverly written end one can see the handwriting of Gardner 


Jacesén, Donald Montgomery, and yes, even miodeinas GRP ER + article, 


Dry 
hy ty The point is that someone is going et grab t#a, s article Gab & it 6, 6. kena 


milk shdd. es we are on the jobe 


— in 

There is no use to ale Orie one's self necausgxparodne ck 
Y 16\1942 | 

nest set ups i ae 


Jan 


“eshlielone « are “tO smart babies, and they have one oF Re 


‘ + 5 Gi j Nee. 
that. ‘nce can buy. We refer to the (I0-Farmers Union office “which pie . 


. the extent of $30,000 from the Marshall Foundation, 
: t ‘ ‘ res Z & + 
[4 ia eataeiasticae Baha st se 


aE Ht a 
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t one way that this article co : 


There is B be used,published in its enti 


and then let the producers decide for themselves. 
We are afraid if this is not done that Archio Wri ght and his boys will take 
this article up and see that it is distributed, and their added comments will be such 


~ 


that it might greatly harm the persons it is intended to. 


x 


Honron ON THE POTOMAC 
re 


By Bruce Minton 
New Masses, April 21, 1942— ‘ 


John L. Lewis recently took the Dairy Farmers Union of New York into his 
District 50, claiming that thereby he saseaites 20,000 new members into the United Min 
Workers. A careful shad cidtaves s reveals thet the DFU boasts at most a membership o } 
7,000. At the moment Lewis is putting $50,000 to $40,000 a month’ into the DFU. Lewis . 
does not spend money for nothing. re 

In the New York milkshed, there is another organization known gs th \Dairymen' 
League e The League is quite openly controlled by Borden and-Sheffield. Moreover > & 
certain ur XSexauer is know to be extremely Anfluential in the League, Mr. Sexauer in | 
the past enjoyed close connections with America First. 

Now, supposedly, thedbairy Farmers Union, whi ch Lewis has corraled, end the 
Dairymen's League, manipulated by Borden and Sheffield s are in violent opposition to one 
enother. Fut news leaks into Washington that Mre Sexauer has become an angel of peace, 
He is cooking up a deal with the two companies whereby Borden and Sheffield will grant ~ 
higher prices on milk deliveries when Lewist DFU presents its demands, Thus, John Le 
Lewis will suddenly appear as the savior of the dairy farmers, 

New York State holds national and state elections this year. The Borden end 
Sheffield companies: are very much aware of this fact--and so is Mre Lewis, if, with the 
help of Mr. Sexauer, Lewis! inportance in up-state New York can be inflated, then sup~ 
posedly a word from Lewis at election may well carry weight. John PX pevis is connected 
oe the. PpEDSB EST es And-Repe Bernard J. Gehrmann of Wisconsin has just revealed that 
Sheffield and Borden helped scuttle the Department of Agricultmrets victory program to 


& ; 


jnorease ‘yille production so that America could ship greater quantities of food to the 


t 


3 
3 t 


-— enti-~Axis nations: 
The picture is clear enough: John Le Lewis, isolationist in control of the 


DFU, expects a higher price for the dairy farmers because of a deal with Borden and 


Sheffield, both anxious to limit milk production. Mr. Sexaver, once of America First, 


acts as go=-between. The election is in the offing, and it all adds up to nothing good 
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sjmiwn United States Mepartment of Justice 
100-1128 New Haven, Connecticut 
May 16, 1942 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Weshington, D. CG. 


RE: dee mea a.k.a. 
RICHARDCBRANSTEN, a.k.a. 
RICHARI) BRANDENSTEN ; 
INTERMAL SECURITY - 6 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated May 12, 1942 concerning 
the above captioned matter in which the Bureau wishes to be advised as,to why 
Bureau instructions have not been complied with with regard to information re- 
flecting thst the above named subject has been in the past or is presently ac- 
tive in Communist Party activities in the State of Connecticut. 


Special Agent G. J. MC DONOUGH of this office is assigned ex- 
clusively to Communist Party activities in the State of Connecticut. Hovever, 
his services have been used in the past in conducting spot searches, ,in view of 
the many spot searches conducted by this office. 


I wish to assure the Bureau at this time that MC DONOUGH will 
give this immediate attention and a report will be submitted to the Bureau ab- 
solutely as soon as possible. | 


Very truly yours, 


Mh ¢o2r2. 


Special Agent in Charge 
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Hederal Burean of Investigation 
Untied States Aepartment of Justice 


EWB : KSM Washington, D. C. 
100-7461 June 22, 1942 
Director 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C0. 


© 
RE: RICHARD BRANSTEN, 
with aliases; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 6 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to report of Special Agent E. W. Burks, 
Washington, D. C., June 22, ‘is4e. 


From a highly confidential source of information,known to the 
Bureau“it was ascertained that on November 11, 1941, BRUCEMINTON , Room 22, 
945 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W., requested that he be sent the Soviet In- 
formation Bulletin and a copy of Stalin's speech. The person at the Soviet 
Embassy to whom the subject talked said that this would be done. . 


Very. truly yours, 


Ss. kK. “McKER- 
Special Agent in oe 


cc New Haven 


ere 
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_ FEDERAL BUREAU. OF INVESTIGATION. 


. Form No. 1 a . < 


: Ha coke: CASE ORIGINATED AT ae 


-REPORT MADE AT. 


“WASHINGTON; D.: oe 


DATE WHEN’ MADE _ 
psp eT 
TITLE O- : = 
"RICHARD BRANSTEN, 


ith at tage 
@ © Branston, Richard”! 


“synopsis OF RACTS:,, i 


wu HAVEN, commonrcut * 


PERIOD FOR 
_ WHICH MADE, ~ 


8/20 42, 


‘Rienara’ 
3 aeetoened Richard 


” 


: f Dera, snout | a o 


REPORT MABDEBY | ies 


By Me, BURKE, AB: KSM 


\ CHARACTER OF CASE. 


. tion: therein. ‘set ‘out. indicating subject: “as ‘BRUCE ° 
°“MENTON: is on mailing lists of ‘National. Federation’. 
‘for Constitutional Liberties : ‘end is Washington cor- 
-respondenit and” ‘editor. for "New. Masses. and " ‘Daily -: 


“Worker ." 


-Has- sponsored * “Anti-Cliveden Rally in Wash- . 


“ington, D. G, 4508 ‘speaker. Hag: been ‘in touch with! 
LAB : 


wife of. BARD 


WDER “Resided, ‘Last. ‘at, 5019. Reno 


° Road, .N. W.;: meio hunni ‘D. 6. with wife, who: As. 
agentes Communist - ‘Party: ‘member. and: ‘sponsor “of: 
New Masses! * “endl engaged: * in’ ‘other t Commind ss: be 


scarey iees 7 
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Spe NOT WRITE IN’ THESE SPAGES ° 


¥ io FILE NO! ae tee 


Nashiaeton Field Orfiee. files aviowsd, oe inte orm : O : : _ 


< “ BROORDED | 


_& * 


"DEXED., yp. 


ee DBEATLS: - : an  VASHINORON,. De an ae ae ches 

os xy Référence ‘Letter pontaued the: ‘New. Haven: officé to review its ’ oe: m4 

one files. and - ubmit’ &@ summary, report in accordance with ‘Bureau instructions °° "> 
“under the. Custodial Detention program. -:The’ Washington ‘Field eC aaa Was also | ae 
te ee 40, review cad files eece ‘submit available: information. 


dngton, D.: 205 a Wp eee gy. 


~he "Cone ddentier TnPowiieist. 1-2 farnished faa’ ‘téLlowing ‘tne opnatd on, 
y on “yeteuany 20, 1942:° WIG is reported: that. ROUTE: McK ENNY ;; author of the ; : s 
_ Stage’ hit ‘My’ Sister ‘Eileen: 1 is ‘secretary of ‘the ‘Communist. Party: members: - 
“employed by the Federal Government - in. the District. of. Columbia... She is’ a’. 


ange ee ar 


; : member: of: the: 'New. Messés! ‘staff, it. is said,- and the wife. nae BRUOE ‘uaNTON, 
“Washington correspondent, for the "iNew ‘Meisses. it Gos , ; 
ae a “a Letter. dated. Sameey 14! "1942, fron. the tiew Yoric office to. si e 
Bie. Bureau entitled " | RUTEBRANSTEN, | alias RUDE ; : INTERNAL SECURITY - 
HATCH ACT" advises ‘that onfidential Tuf ormant [ “whose identity is: ~~ ; 
at . Known” to the Bureau; reported that:. subjec is 9 writer: and. contributor - ta, _ Seek nee 
as <the "New Masses" “and™ the "Daily. Worker cae further. “stated that. 2 un 
“43 “both. ‘RUTH BRANSTEN | and. the ‘subject , ‘who-is-her husband,. Rave. long: Ween: af= ce a 
‘A “£iliated-with the above-mentioned newspapers and the. Cofnmunist: Party ‘of ”, o gt 
: New. York City. Confidential ‘Informant. fama Po that_ it was:his oe se 2 7 aed 
fe ae bo { wadengtending, that, ae ‘BRANSTEN was Eregently residing’ in Washington , ae Gs 
3 a tie Re 2 “Other ine ccnition penbelnes. in’ this ‘Vetter referred t6 “Ene; = a ES ae 
“OME Soot of : ‘Shootat Agent. C.-C. ‘Nelson dated Novémber~ Bs, 19417 at New: York’ 
oe ogy (New. Haven origin) , ‘entitled. RUTH BRANSTEN » with. aliases: ‘RICHARD... 


: BRANSTEN , with aliases; “INTERNAL SECURITY: - R. we thts: information’ is. not tee 
ee being” ‘quoted, since’ it is’ available to. ‘the’ office ‘of origin, “whieh received’... oe es 
“1a copy’ of this letter from ‘the New. York Field. Division... It * should. be ‘oted,- ae 
° “however, ‘that there are some: indications An this: Letter. that subject” wes) ~ Sp 
raat in Washington, B. Ce ees Res Aa: ae Ser ty ee ae 


” F : ‘ * 
we soe a.” o> a te woe = aes % 
a oA : ee S Me Ete sae 


ee eee ne article ‘an the ate 12, ose, Issue: ‘of thé: DeLty A Worker Ce 
si,” Salen chat Be copy: of. “which is contained in: Washington “Field. Office file 101-2306<9, 
aaa ae '. peflects: ‘that the"New Masses". Was - sponsoring’ an ‘Antd-Cliveden Rally. on 
Ure eet. sped 12, 1942, -to-"answer the- threat of James H. EX Gromyel 1" to- sue the. 
hyo. “magazine "out ‘of existerce. It appears. that. CROMWELL: had: brought ‘2 million 
, dollar ‘suit against the , W New: Masses" magazine because oe a ‘recent article -: 
Published in it on thi aCliveden | Set in Washington; D, c. ; RUTH bee arcias and. 
“subject ‘BRUCE MINTON, were “listed as’ i owls eens “ 


Fhe a sas > ma ‘ 
a 4 + . ‘ i ees ach 
~ ad ate # « ~ - . a 37 ~ ° . 


16 
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Pos 4 “A ita’ ivertisedent in sth: spatiy Worker" for: “Apri. 13; ‘142, 
advertised a rally. and also listed RUTH McKENNY and BRUCE MINTON ; as: speek" eee . 
“ers:at the rally, which was to be: held at the Manhattan Centar, 34th Street 


and nee Avenue, New York City, on April: 12, 1942. 


* An peels in ‘the March By ideue- 6f. the. " Daily ieee called. 


-aibdentign - to'and encouraged attendance ‘at-an American People's Mecting 9 0‘, 
‘ep for Peace which was to be held ‘in New York City on April 5 and- 6, 1942 UE 

: ‘This meeting was ‘to’ “prevent: the United States fron. taking any ‘part in the 
“. wars: The- endorsers” of this meeting, among ‘others; ‘were ‘OEE to and 
popu MINTON, . (Washington, Field Office file 100-84~117, )- ie 


"Washingt Pield: Office file io1=2306-2 mavicote that. on ‘or 


about a enuiaty- 20, 1942," Special: Agent M. W. LEWIS, of the” Washington: Field” 


Division,’ reveived inf ormation from HERBERT: CW MARSHALT,; ‘5023 Reno’ Road; 


Cog Mea Wares Washington,. D:, Cp to: ‘the - effect -that subject ‘and his: ‘wife. were.re-, * mae de be 
[siding at. 5019 Reno Road. and. ‘had moved . there: on “approximately December: Ls “es 
S: 2941.5, fe ‘Some, of: their: furniture had ‘come: from 2 Connecticut: storage company. 
‘and. some. of it from. California.. .MR. MARSHALL stated ‘that the BRANSTENS © had 
a ereen 1940 .or 1941 Hudson four-door sedan. bearing 1941 Connecticut ‘License 5 


“KW-615. “This, car, was observed ‘by: Agent LEWIS ‘and the above ‘information = 


a \ verified ;/” MR. . MARSHALL further observed, that: the. BRANSTENS were. known in 7 


‘: the: neighboriiood as: writers ‘and that neither -had-any: regular working: hours; ‘.° Bs ta 
a He also’ ‘declared: that. from. what she. had:been able’ -to observe,,-the: BRANSEIME ee P 


ans seemed to: be: active. in- ry great deal - of writing and there’ appeared: to. ‘be= 


ee Lots? ‘of manuscripts: around. .. MR.” MARSHALL Stated +iat the house had ap= * ee a 
eke parently ‘been sold. to the BRANSTENS - ‘inasmch as he did. not believe ‘that - the’ : et 

‘+. builder would: rent-it. -MR.. MARSHALL stated’ that the’ -BRANSTENS- Bane: ‘dinner: Bae eae sh 
“parties at least several times. a week, and that at. tines there’ were: ‘quite. a OAe 
~  - @ few-cars- parked. ‘outside the house. -A review. of * the, Washington. Field eo ee wea f 
2 fie files does “not disclose that any recent. investigation’ hes ‘verified, ; : 
Wag pronence of. subject at 5ol9. Reno Road, ay. Ac id oe ee : 


The: ‘ ghove. intornatiod. ‘gs. pete ‘gubaittea: for. the - dnt otmation.” 


: ars the “oe ice. of. origin in preparing a. summary ¥eport. Looking toward. the ~. s To. ce 
ee listing ‘of | subject. for- custodial detention. - The Washington Field. Office, is >. . 


Je -. not. submitting: a: custodial detention summary ‘report’ inasimch as the office nea 
') . s0f origin. apparently . has, further ‘and more. detailed. information regarding ' the °, 
'" subject and his: wife. However, Anvestigati on 5 wild be. tad da the Ligeane feaisy 


rs ton Nl a Division and, Feported: as. received. 
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Ones ce “aress..- If. 80 gill make arrangements to have .the. Washington Field Office 


ms edvised ‘if they move 5 will. also place a mail cover and conduct - further Hix 


a Os, at the. ‘present time: 
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“highly ‘confidential : ‘source 6f information which’ made: available *.”-: = 
sof) Soy “information about the National Federation’ for Constitutional. Diber- 
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* 


“a2 is ‘e22, Wow: Tork City, who furnished this “information in’ en 0. N.Es-. 


ike: GSB-F B.I. conference ,. February 20,: 1942 Hashing 
- > file ‘100-7461-2) . - 


ao 


Rae og yD ihe 


ee A Tamm Pe et BE a : el - ‘ ie. 
. Clege. Be, a Mo Psat vs as . eee eat, 3 . Sp foe : oe 
: _ Glavin. ce wins 
. Ladd 

', Nichols : 
rae me 

. Tracy. 

ri’ Carson? 
Cot fey 

: “Hendon_ 

< Kramer _ oar 
. MeGuire_ ede BU we ng” TREN ; A BA yt ee 

. Quinn Tamm." Eis / Sha mee mS 6 Me oe Ae ae B < 


. Nease. =: = ow a a Oo 


» 


Jeena es eg Paha 
ROGRBOOGE SS ie te ee Rt” a cee eee 


: Bpectad Agent in sg rg he os: oS ; aes ae 
: Kew Havens: Sonneetions: hag nee Tea ee ee a ee F ae 
. oN, eae es . i = “Bot pRITCR , MINTOR, dacs ae he CESS z a - x 
: Cy oS BEGHARD BRANSTEN, aukibe oS yen Ss, 
Sa 2 Vo talt es RYOHARD BRaupansimmy. Se 
Te Ae eae ae a + ee ane ae ae pee eae 
"Doar Sigs ° ee ‘i _ . ; ae ae a . 
aes Your attention is atrected to arden’ Aétterdatea March, 14, : ae oe oe 
March BO, and May 12, ’ 19425 and to’ Bureau teletype dated. April, 8,: 1942". a eog ee 
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Hederal Bureau of Investigation 
United Siates Department of Justice 


510 The Trust Company Building 
New Haven, Connecticut 


July 225 1942, F 
WAH:LH 
VE 100-1128 
Director, 


Federal Bureau of PEO OL AeE SONS 
Washington, D. CG. 


Res en aka. 
RICHARD@HRANSTEN, a.k.a. 
RICHARDOBRANDENSTENS 
INTERNAL SECURITY — ¢ 


Dear Sirs 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated 
July 7, 1942, requesting a report and an explanation of its delin~ 
quency. 


Please be advised that other expedite matters 
precluded giving this matter previous attention, A report is being. 1 
4 dictated by Special Agent Walter A. Hilgendorf and will be forwarded 
to the Bureau within the next several days. 


‘ 
\ 


. 


Yours very truly, 


ME Ee 3 Fete 


Special Agent in Charge 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


A 
“ase Originated at: NEW HAVEN, CONN, : File #100~1128 FGM (nk) 
“ Report Made at: Date Made | APL 2 2. { peport Made byt 


NEW VEN, CONNECTI ' 8 : 
™ HAVE ass vz cur}; 8/10/42 25 ve 
J TITLE: RICHARD’ BRANSTEN ,. Weare y Richard Branston, 
ae Aichard Brandstein, Richard: Brandenstein, Bruce 

© P{ inton 


‘YNOPSIS OF FACTS: Review of New Haven Files indicates subject born 
February 24, _1906,. San Francisco, Calif. Employed 
as writer for” "IN FACT ,. INC If Now York City, 

Both he and his wife, RUTH NCIRNIRY , wrote a letter 

to the Bridgeport Post newspaper, September 10, 1941, 
requesting the release of HAREBROWDER. Both listed 
as editor's*"News Masses", October 21, 1941.issue. 
Informant advises BRANSTEN admitted affili ation with 
Communi st Party during course-of political discussion. 
On Ictober 3, 1941, subject made check for two~ 

hundr ed. dollars payable to the "New Masses" under 

pen name of BRUCH MINTON. He was listed as a speaker 
at a New York City meeting October 30, 1941, under 
the sponsorship of the "New Masses". Connecticut 
State, Secretary of the Communist Party confidentially 
reported to have contacted the subject during summer } 
of 1941 at Westport, Connecticut, regarding the 

latter's writing an article Re: The UeAcWe Convention. 

The 1942 Registration of the Communist Party reflects 

the memkership of two Westport, Connecticut, writers 

in the Professional Branch of the Commmist Party. 

These individuals possibly identical with BRANSTEN 

and MCKENNEY. Subject and his wit'e reportedly held 

-an I.W.W. picnio at their Westport, Connecticut; home 
during Bummer of 1941, Correspendence of RUTH MCKENNEY 
confidentially ascertained to reflect membership of 
Kerself and husband in the Communist Party. 
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CTEFERENCE: Report of Special Agent F. J, WHELAN, September 30, 1941 
at New Haven, Connecticut. 
Report of Special Agent C. C, NELSON, November 7, 1941, at 
New York City. —° 
Bureau letter dated March 14, 1942, 
Bureau letter dated March 30, .1942, 
Bureau teletype dated April 9, 1942. 
Bureau letter dated May 12, 1942, 
New Haven letter to the Bureau dated May 16, 1942. 
Bureau letter dated June 13, 1942, 
Bureau File #100-.3225, 


‘BLAILS: In accordance with the instructions of Bureau letter dated June 13,1942, 


the files of the New Haven Office were checked for available in~ 
srmation regarding the subject, RICHARD BRANSTEN, 


<nformant Tl advised that during the course of a politi¢al discussion with the 
_ subject and his wife who writes under the pen name of RUTH MCKENNEY, both 
‘admitted membership in the Communist Party. 
‘ “informant 12 stated that RICHARD BRANSTEN was associated with the “New Masses" 
end produced the October 21, 1941, issue in which-both subjects are listed as 
editors of the publication on page 20 of the issue; 


in a letter to the Bridgeport Post, a Connecticut newspaper, the writer, RUTH 
MCKENNEY and BRUCE MINTON, Haston Road, Westport, Connecticut, demanded the 
welease of EARL BROWDER. This letter published on Sentember 10, 1941, stated 
that it was a copy of a letter sent to President ROOSHVELT. The letter stated 
gthat MR. BROWDER has served a longer time in pwison jan any other person con-- 
victed of a similar charge; furthermore that “wo respectfully beg you to have 
mercy on Mr. Browder, not ony because of the severity, and we feel, injustice 
of Mr. Browder's punishment, but mainly because we feel, along with hundreds 
of thousands of other Americans, that Harl Browder's continued imprisonment is 
a blet on the preud record of American democracy, and a blow to that united 
fight against Nazism, so close to all our hearts." \ 


ixformant T2 advised, furthermere, that in the October 21, 1941 issue cf the 
New Masses", the subject as BRUCE MINION is Listed as a speaker at a meeting 
called "Interpretation, Please", to -be held October 30, 1941, at Webster Hall, 
19 Hast llth Street, New York City. The meeting was under the sponsorship, 
iecording to the source,of the "New Masses", 
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fidential Informant Ca ie available to this office the 1942 Registra-— 
ane. 


tion of the Norwalk Br the Connecticut Communist Party Organization. 
This Registration reflects that the so-called Norwalk Professional Branch has 
Znong its members two individuals, one male and one female, who are listed as 
twriters', It is thought possible that these individuals are identical with 
the subject and his wife, inasmuch as both resided until recently in Westport, 
Connecticut, which territory is included in the Norwalk Branch, 


ANA 
i: was confidentially reported that on August.22, 1941, ISADORE WOFSY; State 
Secretary of the Communist Farty in Connecticut; stated that while in Westport, 
Connecticut, he had seen BRUCE (presumably BRUCE MINTON or RICHARD. BRANSTEN) 
who was then working on an article concerning the U:A.W. Corivéntion} BRUCE 
Lien told him that when CHRISTOFLAL stood. up on the floor of the convention He 
aad to face so much antagonism and hatred that he, VRUCH, pitied him. BRUCE 
ssated, however, that CHRISTOFFEL had taken the convention by storm; that 
“HRISTOFFEL had started his sub ject. by saying that his was = militant organi- 
nation; it had accomplished results; it was now ready to eat from the common 
table. BRUCE also stated that THC MAS was a dumb—-bell and thet if CHRISTOFFEL 
haa. known all the angles, he weull@ have carried everything at the convention, 
bat that since he did not kmow all. the undercurrents, the result was that 
tus convention adopted 4 resolution barring members from the Communist Party’ 
from holding elective or appointive office in the U. Ae W. 


From Informant T3 it was ascertained that the subject w eviously maintained a 
checking account atthe Westport Bank and Trust COMAny » The records indicated 
taat as “of October 31, 1941, there was a balance of $3,159.69 in the account 
wiich was subsequently nosed cut in either January cr February, 1942. On ex- 
anination of the various caccks drawn on the acount which were photographed: 
oa the recordak machine at the bank reflected withd.ewal of nominal amounts with 
tne exception of $2,500, wo.ch was withdrawn o1 Yct-bar 39, 1941, TDhis check 
was made payable to the Hdmrd H. Jones & Co., and “sore tle sndorsement, "Pay 
to the order of any bank, benker or trust company, H“cvember 1, 1941, The Riges - 
National Bank, Washington, lL. C." An éxamination of the other checks. showed 
one for $200, dated November 3, 1941, drawn by RICHARD BRANSTEN and made, payable 
2 the. Cutie @ Masses! hg end mace aanentemade’ thes Check ‘payable tc the Manufacturers 
int Scipany and was signed. Weekly, Masses, Inc.", The rest of the checks were 
faite either to Cash or in payment to local Westport, Connecticut, merchants, How- 
ersr, Cn October 31, 1941, a check for $217.45 was drawn by BRANST EN and/ made 
parable to the owner of a storage and drayage company. ne 


Through Informant 14, it was learned that the BRANSTENS had mowed from their 


residence on Haston Road, Westport, Connecticut, to 5019 Reno Road, N.W., — 
Washington, D. C., during the latter part of October 1941, Through this In- 
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formant it was also learned that the BRANSTENS had stored some 16 cartons of 
correspondence and books in October, 1941. It was confidentially ascertained 
[it the correspondence contained admisdions by the BRANSTENS that they have 
been members of the Commumist Party. ‘This material has been photographed and 
wiJl be set forth in detail in a subsequent report., 


Included amont these effects were numerous issued of the magazine "THE COMMUNIST". 
N-amerous: bound volumes of various issues of the "New Masses"; various publications 
vy BARL BROWDER including “Unity for Peace and Democracy"; "Religion and 
Communism"; "The People. Against the Warmakers'; and "The Democratic Front", 
{ There were also various labor publications and such books as "Seven Red Sundays" 
q by RAYMOND}SENDER } a copy of the New Soviet Constitution, published by the 
Tuternational Publishing Company in 1986; a pamphlet captioned "Songs of the 
People", which includes words and music to the “Internaticnale!l; "Comintern"; 

and the "Frisco Strike Saga, This correspondence indicates furthermore, 

that BRANSTEN as a reporter covered the Longshoremen's strikes on the West 

Coast along the Gulf cf Mexico and the varicus autometive workers strikes in 

the Detroit area, It indicates, furthermcre, that as a reporter he covered 

the Spanish Civil War. . 


Among the cancelled checks was also cneefor $25.00 dated October 16, 1941, made 
payable to "Cash" and endorsed by "A*BRUAGIL, Sec." . The endorsement in- 
dicates furthermore, thut this check. was depossted by the} Isaac GOLDMAN Cc.,. 

to the Chase National Bank, 


The files of the New Haven Office reflect no information regarding BRUAGIL. 


?ostmaster EDWARD MCHLUSE of Westport and Lieut, CAFASSE of the Westport Police 
Vepartment on being contacted advised that they had to infcrmation regarding 
-. Communistic activities on the part of the subje:t. ‘laey stated that the sub— 
ject and his wife appear to spend most of their time in New York City and 
apparently had most of their friends there. They knew of no local organizations 
with which they were affiliated, nor of any local contacts that they had. 


j Informant 15 advised that the subject and his wife had not lived in Westpert 
4 since October 31, 1941. He related that they owned a fifteen to twenty— 
thousand eee 208s located on Easton Road which they have leased to Mr. and 
Mos, JOHN Fe PROACH from Wilton, Connectiout, The home was rented in the Spring 
or DF 1942, eereinide vacant from October, 1941. 15 said that the BRANSTENS 
resided on Easton Road for several years and that RICHARD BRANSTEN received 
the Raily Worker along with various labor publications. He advised, further~ 
ore, that he received a monthly check from the B&J or M&VJ Coffee Company cf 
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‘San: ievastaebs This source advised, furthermore, that the BRANSTENS' re- 
gidénce was in an isolated spot and.to the best of his knowledge they had 

“ery-few social contacts ih ahd about Westport. It was his opinion that 
the ‘bulk of their friends reside in New York City where they themselves 
vsoond most of their timer It was his recollection, however, that they were 
“felendly with NATHAN*SCHILEPSKY, a real estate operator in Westport, 
Co.necticut, who was the ord Y ownar of the BRANSTENS'home which was sub- 
avnently sold to EDWARD : GREENBERG and thence to the BRANSTENS. 


sf } To stated that last summer the BRANSTENS held a large picnic on the premises 

aocut their home to which uwmerous people from New York City came. A large 
sign outside bore the designation, "I.W. We PICNIC", , 

; 

J*% should be noted thet SUHILEPSXY ig the subject of an Internal Security-—C 
investigation by the New Haven Office, and has been reported vy, | whose 
identity has already Leen furnished the Bureau, as being very active in the 
Taternational Workers: Order in Norwalk, Connecticut, 
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informant 16 advised that the BRANSTENS bear a good credit rating in Westport, 
Commecticut, This informant, a native of Westport, stated that neither the: 
eungject nor his wife telong to any of the accepted sccial organizations in the 
jcormanity and te the Lest of his knowledge had ne social contacts there. A 
(aincreet telephonic inquiry under a ruse was made by To in an effort to ascertain 
an; associates or organizational affiliations of the subject with negative re- 
sults, All those contacted stated that the BRANSTANS led a very secluded life 
in Westport, 


WR. EDWARD L. GREENBERG, who was stated by Inivcrmani T6 as having sold the 
aston Road home to the BRAXSTHENS. was also ini acviaved anf ne stated that he 
dad scld the home te MRS. BRANSTEN approximatsiy th-cve yeas ago and that it was 
paid for according to the terms of the contrac), GREENBERC, a lecal hardware 
‘galer, whose reputation was vouched for by Lieut. BUWARD CAPASSH, advised 

that te the best of his knowledge the BRANSTENS led a very secluded life and 

he knew nothing of their activities save that both were writers, 


menbers of the Norwalk Branch of the Communist Party which embraced Westport. 

~ | 

Jt was ascertained that the subject registered with Local Draft Board #25A | 

at Fairfield, Connecticut. Through Infermant T? his Selective Service Question- 
| naire dated January 23, 1941, was examined, which reflects the following in- 


Confidential Informant| _| advised that neither the subject ner hiw wife are bID 


frvmation: BRANSTEN received his AB in English Literature at Harvard College 
aad studied English Literature for three months at Leland Stanford University. 
’He is a writer and executive, being a "vice-president" for the "In Fact, Inc.", 
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Ghathan-Phoonix Building, Long Island City, N.Y. He earhs $35.00 a week and 
has- -been employed by this company for four years; Its business is stated 
tg be "News Letter", The questionnatre indicates, furthermore, that BRANSTEN 


%3.an "employed writer't and "historian and author", He lists his most recent 
ae as being "Rae Fat 3 LOSes, and. the, lean", He’ Was married August 12, 1937, 

- Yew Mi e, RUTH, now 29 years Of “az, ERT has 
one thild He contributed $3,000 to their support 
fx the last twelve mon “an ncome from his occupation being $1050, 


weile that from other sources is $2, 500. He lidts the worth of his home as 
$5,000 and his stocks and bonds at between $35,000 and $40{000, from which 
he received a net income of $2,500 for the preceding year; He was born 
February 24, 1906 at San Francisco, Calif., and served in the O.M.2.C; 

da ing 1922, 1923 and 1924 for one month each year, As a result of this 
training, he was appointed « Second Lieutenant in 1924, boing honorably 
discharged March 20, 1933, 


BERNSTEN'S Selective Service File contains a letter from him dated April 13, 
1942, from 5019 Reno Koad, N.W., Washington, D. C., in which he related since 
the filing of his questionnaire certain status changes have occurned, These 
ace (1) he adopted the child, ageé 5, of his wife's sister and brother~in-law, 
south of whom are deceased; (2) his wife has become pregnant, expeeting an heir 
in December 1942, and (3) he himself has had bronchiel pneumonia, He added 
.v. ther that he claims 0 deferment and is willing tc serve. He volunteered 


that he is engaged in “weekly correspondence for a national magazine", and 


Yin this correspondence, naturally, my emphasis has beon on the need for a 
total war effort; for speedy mobilization for complete victery and for the 
most vigerous prosecution of the war", In another letter dated May 21, 1942, 
he advised thas he had Seen examined by a physician in Washington, D. C., 

ari had been rated as Li. Re added that he hel adosited a Five year old child 
eni he himself expected an heir in December. ie starved furthermore that he 
€id not wish to claim depeatency because his vifo earns enough to care for 
herself and the children. Le asked if deferment would be pessible until his 
child was born in December, On June 8, 1942, the Fairfield Draft Board 
classified him in GA, : 
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NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 


AT NEW YORK, N.Y. 


WiLL search its indices for available information regarding A. BRUAGIL. 
It will be noted that on October 16, 1941, BRANSTEN made a check for $25.00 
payable to Cash which was endorsed "A. BRUAGIL, SEC.". The check was deposited 
by the ISSAC GOLDMAN COMPANY in the Chase National Bank. 
7 
NEW HAVEN FIELD OFFICE : 


AT NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 


_ Will report the contents of the correspondence of RUTH ind RICHARD BRANSTEN 
which has been photographed and forwarded to the Bureau for development and 
printing. 


PENDING 


100-1128 NOURCES OF INFORMATION 
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O20, si WHESS, Building Supt., 461 ath Avenue New York City. 


73 . Bil “ANDERSON, Vice President and Treasurer, Westport Bank & Trust Co., 
‘ f Westport, Connecticut. 


4 


TL — EDWARD Ce NASH, Proprietor of the E. C. NASH Moving Company, Agents for 
Allied Van Company, Westport, Connecticut - 


~5 - HENRY W. COLEY, Postman, Westport, Connecticut 
76 + ANSON T. LEARY, Credit Rating Bureau, Westport, Connecticut 


T7 - JANE F. COON, Clerk, Selective Service Board 25A, Town Hall, Fairfield, Conn. 
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100-13225~7 - dane 13, 1942 ‘ 


Special Agent in Charge 
New Haven, Connecticut 


g 
RE: RICHARD BRANSTEN, with aljases 
RichardBranston, Richard randstein, 
Richard-Brandenstein, Brute“ iintons 
RUTH. McKiNNEY, with aliases 


Ruth McKenna, Ruth Branston, | | 2 
- Ruth Bransten . 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C. 7 | & 


Dear Sir: 

- Ry 

Reference is made to the pending investigation in the above, matter of which 

New Haven is the office of origin. : . 

You are instracted to review your files and to submit a summary report “3 

concerning each of the above subjects in accordance with existing Bureau CEA NE 
under, the Custodial Letention Program. 


For your information in this connection, the files of the Bureau have been 
reviewed converning Bruce Minton reflecting the following information. 


FILED TX 
5 


tauthor of pamphlet, The Fascist Menace in the U.S.A.! sited was distributed 3 


by Communist bookstores. (SAG. J. ere ue 10/2/363 CORY, of pamphlet in 
Bureau files) 


ember of National Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners. (nesta 
mony: of Joseph Gelders, before LaFollette Committee, 1/14/37.) 


Communist Party member and bne of ine editors and contritmtors to the New 

Masses' who signed 'The Moscow Trials. ~ A Statement by ed Progressives fag 

appearing in New Masses for lay 3, 1B (Pittsburgh Conf. Inf: Wa 5/6/38) 
93 
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Street, New York City. (Copy letterhead in Bureau files)s 


has considerable informatio concerning 


: : . os \ 
requested to review its files and submit a summary report on exch of the Shes oo 
individuals. 


cc Washington 


Contributed review of Corliss Lamont's 'Yoe Might Like Socialism! to Daily 
Worker, which review praised book highly, particularly the chapters which 
-represint Yovizt “ussia as a4 defender of peace and defends Russia's occupation 
of Foland which brought, ‘freedom and security to the Ukrainians, atc. who 
have suffered viz ritual slavery in semi-Fascist Poland'. (Baily Worker, 9-25-39) 


Spoke against Dies Comittee in Philadelpsia under sponsorship of the 


Commenist Party. (ONI, Washington, 2.U., 11-1€~39) 


Acted against ties Committee in Philadelphia unidsr sponsorship of the 
Communist Party. (OUI, w»ashingten, 2, C., 11-18-39) 

Sponsored a mass meeting under the auspices of the ‘New Masses Dafense 
Committee! on Feb. 26, 1940, at Webster liall, New York City, to protest a 
erand a investization cf the publication. (Conf. Inf. Jack Stone, NYC, 
22740 : 


eumarité t Party member Who attended 10th K ational Converition of Commnist 
Party. et Vent. tnt. G-1;; duly; 1938) 


Pi ln AI! 


Signed the Cail to ‘the Third - American tiriterst Conference which proposed 
to discuss 'the defense of Democracy in the United States, cooperation of 
this country with other naticns and peoples opposed te Fascism ~ including 


the Soviet Union which has been the most consistent defender of peace! and 
obher doctrines. (Cirewlar in Pureav. files) 


AG illo: Baga Ak 


Pie : 


Member, National Advisory Board, International Lubor Sefense, 80 Hast, vitnt 


. a 2 
Lember of National ‘Goaaieees for Peoples Hights. (letterhead in Bureau. aes oe 


The files of. the Bureau also indicate & that the Washington Field piv,’ 


tne above sabsactasend it is also being © 


Very truly yours, 


Join Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Sederal Bureau of Investigation Ladd 
- United States Department of Justice Mr Nichols_____ 
“ . Mr. Rosen 
: Washingtort, a. C. Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson 
Y c@MstrP August 27, 19h2 Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Hendon 
$ . Mr. Kramer 
. Mr. McGuire. 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR Mr. Harbo 
2) ; Mr. Quinn Tamm___ 
RE: BRUCE MINTON, was; Tele. Room 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C Mr. Nease 
Miss Beahm 


Tt is felt that the following will be of interest to youMiss Gandy 


The Washington Times-Herald of August 27, 192, carried an article 
reflecting that the ditiet Masses™ paid to James H. R//Cromwell on August 26, 
against the above publication for naming him as a member of the so-called 
Washington Cliveden set. ‘This is, of course, in connection with ifinton's 


article entitled}/'Appeasers Who's Who," appearing in the February 2h, 192, 
issue of the New Masses magazine. 


The New Masses made a_ statement concerning the investigation con— 
ducted after the filing of Cromvell's suit which is as follows: 


"Jn an effort to get all the facts, this magazine undertook a further 
investigation of Mr. Cromwell's political activities. We found no evi- 
dence that Mr. Cromvell is or has been a member of the4Cliveden set or 
sympathetic @ viewpoint of the appeasers and defeatists. 


"The public utterances he has made since the oittbreak of World War II 
and other information we have learned indicate beyond doubt that he is 
strongly anti-Axis. The inclusion of lr. Cromvell's name in the article 
on the Cliveden set was therefore an error which we greatly regret and 
wish publicly to retract. - 

‘Having mistakenly impugned Mir. Gromwell tS patriotism, we welcome 
this opportunity to make a public retraction in the hope that it will not 
only right a personal wrong, but help strengthen our country's fight for 
life. We are happy that Mr. Cromwell has accepted our retraction in that 
spirit." é ae 
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Hederal Bureau of Investigation —s 
SAS: JF United States Aepartment of Justice 
100-7461 Washington Field Division, 1435 K Street, N. W. 


Washington, D. CG. 


November 6, 1942 ; rages 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 


O 
| ‘¢ RE: RICHARD BRANSTEN, with aliases; 
) + : 


Dear Sirs 


Reference is made to Bureau letter to the New Haven Field 
Division dated October 16, 1942, in the above-captioned case, Bureau file 
number 100-13225, 


. 


This is to advise that the captioned individual presently 
resides at 2939 Newark Street, N. W., Washington, D. CG. This informa- 
tion is being furnished so that the proper address of the subject may be 
reflected in your records. . 


A copy of this letter is being designated for the New Haven 
Field Division inasmuch as it is the office of origin in this case. 


Very truly yours 


MKS 


Special rae Charge 
cec-New Haven 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


Nov 11 1942 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


. Ret Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bransten 


5019 Reno Road, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 


Classification: A-2 


Set out above is the tentative dangerousness class— 
ification of the above-named individuals concerning whom 
information has been previously submitted to this Unit by 


Lawrence M. C. Smith 


Chief, Special War Policies Unit - 


War Division 


Mr. Tracy 2.02.22... 
Mr. Carsan ....2..-2. 


Mr. MeGuine 22.2... 
Rix. Ccuinn Tamm... 


BID. Le2NSO. We ween 


This case has been referred to the Criminal Division 
for possible prosecution or such other action as they deem 
if further investigation is desired, a request 
will be made by the Criminal Division. 


By (Oe 28 ee a cw) 


David E. Hudson 


wa Special Cases Section 
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Hederal Bureau of Jnvestination 


United States Department of Justice y 


New Haven » Connecticut 
February 4, 1943 — 


wah:onp 
100-1128 ; 
“hes Director, FBI : 
Re: RICHARD-BRANSTEN, was - 
Internal Security -— ¢ 
Custodial Detention 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to the report of Special 
Agent Walter A. Hilgendorf, New Haven, Conmn., dated February 4,. 
1943, in the above captioned case. A review of this file re- 
flects that the Subject is now residing in Washington, D. C., 
and that all outstanding leads in the New Haven Field Division 
have been covered. Accordingly it is requested that the Wesh- 
ington Field Office be designated as office of origin herein, 


Very truly yours, ; 
R. H. Simons, 
Special Agent in Charge, 


eee Me : se 
| |S - | 
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FEDERAL BURSAU OF INVESTIGATICN 
This Case Oricinated At NEW HAVEN, CONN, . NH File 100-1128 onp 
| Report Made At Date When Madd Period For Report Made By 


j Wnich Made 


| NEW HAVEN, CONN, | 2/4/48 3/1/43 
in : 


‘OL Title 


WALTER A. HILSSNDORE 
Character of Case 
INTERNAL SECURITY -— C 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 


Rae, | new a se} ay 7 
RICHARS BRANSTEN, w. a., Richard Branston, , 


: 


aqgtichard rendstein, Richard-Brandenstein, Bruce 
Es 99693g§ > anne 


Synopsis of Facts: Correspondence review reflects statements by Subject's wife, 
Ruth'McKenney, admitting that both are Communists; as Bruce 
Mintoh received a letter c/o JamesjKeller, Communist Party 
Headquarters, AKron, Ohio; Subject also received letters ad- 
dressed to him c/o New Masses, NYC; article written by Sub- 
ject entitled "Galifornia's Legal Lynch't indicates he was 
in California reporting the trial of certain alleged Con- 
munists being tried under the Criminal Syndicalism Statute. 
In "Red Flag Over San Francisco" Subject reports opening of 
Russian Consulate there and writes, "The workers in San Fran- 
cisco know the Consulate is open; some day they say we will 
h open our Consulate in Moscow." Subject was in France in 1937 
i) and subsequently was a reporter in Spain during the Spanish 
re Civil Ser: with John Stuart he wrote "Msn Who Lead Labor,” 6f 
Poa which a newspaper review says, "lcads us into the Marxian 
ey class struggle." Among Subject's correspondence was a bio- 
by graphical sketch of Harry Bridges. 
~"¥ a 


a 


Bre CR: Report of Special Agcnt W. A. Hilgendorf, Ne: Haven, Conn., 
fi dated Ausust 10, 1942. , 


— ee 
at 


Ss This Subject is the husband of Ruth McKenney, concerning whom 
a separate case file has been opened.” As indicated in reZ- 
erence report, certain corresj;ondence and files of these subjects were 
confidentially photographed. This material has been raviewed and per. J: 
tinent portions are being summarized in numev‘ical sequence, Unless other- 
wise indicated, Ho ata is available with which to establish the time a. 
particular item was written or published: 
/ 


RECORDED 


Copies to: 


(3- Bureau (Enc)" 
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100~1128 


the Subject, in which shé™answers his letter and says, "All through 
ae of your Je tteruiacimayo yoredeseribing yvourselr, Darling, you are 
Splendid Communist, botn thougutful and devote 1a you are exceed— iy 
indies "That is wnat I vorry about with mysel?. After all, the 
kind of books I suppose I will always write are userul enovugn but in- 
direct. I am just learning to be a sood Communist. You know so much 
more than I do but you Gan teach me avd may.e I can help you, too. We 
ought to be a gocd pair." 


2. This is a letter written by Ruth Bransten to the 
Subject in which she speaks of an individual whom she des-ribes only 
as "Jr." and "190,000,000 bucks worth of class enemy." Of him she 
says, "Yeaxs from now after we have shot Jr. and Marie Lee (unidenti- 
fied) and other hangers-on up there, and you are the Commissar of 
People's Publications and I am your devoted secretary (the Commissar; is 
very busy today but will ve glad to shake the hands of the delegation 
from the Goodyear Workers Rubber Factory). Then one night you can tie 
up your long white beard and take time out from your exhausting revo-~ 
lutionary duties to write a little satire beginning, 'Long, long ago 
vhen the New Masses had only 40,000 circulation instead of its present 
5,000,000 we editors needed money and so .. .! and then we will tell 


3 £ " - ' ans 
the story of Jr. Crtiusit Rut Beacsten file}. 


v 


3. In this letter to the Subject his wife comments 
about an outline for a book the Subject susgests he will write. The 
nature of the book is not discussed, but the letter states in part, 

"T don't like the last paragraph. It sounds too mealy—mouthed and 

we Communists are always finding boys to miraculously say just what we 
wart™tiém to say to give us a convenient encing for pieces." (icant 
Ruth Bransten file). 

In another portion of this letter the Subject's 
wife writes: tJimKeller sent me a wire asking could they have a party J 
for us Saturday nicht. Hé did not say anything about money-+raising."( In 
this connection it will be noted that Jim Keller is undoubtedly conaccted 
with the Communist Party in Akron, Ohio, since the Subject as Bruce 
Minton received a letter c/o Jim Keller, Communist Party Headquarters, 
Everett Building, corner of Mainand Market, Akron, Ohio.) This communica~ 
tion has been photographed and contained a ‘letter written by the Subject's 
wife to him). 


4, In this letter to the Subjecthis wife states, J 
tre think alike about the fundamental things, the Party and the way to 
live our lives. ..." beg 


~2~. 


= 


100-1128 


5. The Subject's effects also contained certain 
identification cars, one of wuich is capticned "Exposition Interna- 
ticnale, Paris 1957," 


6. Anothic identification card, which is dated 
9/15/37 and which was made out at Valencia, Spzin, indicates the Sub- 
ject was serving as a correspondent of the Federated Press, Photo 
History and the New Masses, In this connection it was observed from 
various portions of his wife's lstters to him, which are summarized 


in her investigative file, that he was unquestionably in Spain report- ~ 


in: the Spanish Civil War for various American publications. 


7. This is an original manuscript titled "Cali- 
fornia's Le-al Lynch, by Bruce Minton." The top of the first page 
contains the address of the author as 52 Gramercy Fark, Ne- York City, 
New York. The article discusses a trial in California of certain 
alleged Communists under the California Criminal Synditatism Act. Part 
of the article states, 'The arrest of the seventeen took slace during 
the wave of terror that swept California immediasely aster the San 
Francisco gencralstrike. Vigilantes terrorized cities and torms, break- 
ing into private homes, beating, kidnapping, destroying, burning. In 
Sacramento the red squad rounded up ¢very non-militant worker. They 
charged eacn with vagrency, which in the case of the seventeen was al~ 
most immediately augmented by the far more serious indictment of criminal 
syndicalism, The scventeen were selected deliberately .. . ther had 
been guilty of organizing agricultural laborers in the rich valleys of 
California." In anoth:r sortion of this article the Subject states, 
"California is clossr to Fascism than any othr state ... California 
is today a testing ground for Fascism, If the reactionary program of 
suppression end terrorism can “ec launched with active success in Cali- 
fornia it can be utiliazcd in othsr statcs as well, . . . It is too bad 
that the proceedings cannot 22 broadcast. For tose fortunate to be 
present it is a splendid eroundvork in Marxism. The trials will probably 
last for XW Or even longsr: n trial with the scventcen work2rs is 
not only the Communist Party but all workcrs and intellectuals, all 
pacifists and anti-Fascists, all libcrals and students.! 


8. This article, also concerning the Criminal 
Syndicalism trial, is titled "The Counter Revolution Joins the Prosegu- 
tion." A portion of this revicris devoted to one of th. defendants named 
Norman Mini, who evidences what the Subject terms "Trotskyite leanings." 
Representing Mini was one Albvurt Goldman, described by the Subject as 
having becn cxpelled from the Communist Party. The author coes tosome 
length in condmning Trotskyit>s, quoting Stalin as having stated, , 


Be ee 


100-1128 


"Trotskyism is the van-uard of the counter revolutionary bourgeois." 
Other rortions of this article are taken up with a condemnation of 
the prosecution. 


9, This three-pa-e revort bears the title Red 

Flag Over San Francisco, by Bruce Minton." In the upper lefthand 
corner of the rirst pace tne Subject shavs his address as 666 Santa 
Barbara Read, Berkele}, Cal, In this the Subzect reports the ovening 
of the Soviet Consul's Office in San Francisco. The Consul, ir. Galko— 
vitch, is described as "a little man and locks a bit uncomfortable in 
his tails." The representative of the worlers! state receives the 
capitalists, the bourgeois, other Consuls representing hostile coun~ 

ries." The author states furthermore, "The delegates from the US 
Army and Navy arrived in full uniform. They zreet the Consul, polite- 
ly smiling welcome. They actually shake hands with him, although 
he comes from the land of Communis. Privately they know all about 
the Communists, know that in the Soviet Union.everything is lousy; that 
the workers eat little children and carry bombs and wear beards." In 
conclusion the Subject writes, "Across the street are the fine houses 
of tue financial leaders, the backbone of 'Democracy', the backbone 
of Fascism. The Soviet Consul receives, The Worterg'State sends the 
representative to America. Tre sorkers in San Francisco know the 
Consulate is opened. Some day tiey say we will oven our Consulate in 
Moscow. Langston Hu:hes spcaks to the Soviet Consul. He wrote a song, 
*Put One More 8 In the USA, the S stands for Soviet.t™! 


IO, This too is a news report written by the 
Subject titled "More California Vigilentes, by Sruce Minton." This 
article describes the strike of the Philipnino labor union in the 
little town of Salinas, one hundved miles south of San Francisco, 
The Subject described the bad trestuent received by tic varicus laborers 
‘part of whom are Mexicans and Philizpinos', and states "if Mexicans 
can be terrori,ed cortalnly Philippinos can be, too, Patrictism rose 
to the occasion. The Vigilantes set ont to save the Salinas Valley 
from Moscow, Communism and hicher wages. . .. The red Scaxe hes been 
raised feebly and unsuccessfully during this strike. The Philippino 
union Aas no Communist leadexsbip, no connection with the Cannery and 
Agricultural workers industrial union, and the momb rshiv is not 
Communistically inclined. . . The Salinas Valley episode shows “hat 
Vigilantism is by no means on the wane. The newspapers throughout 
California consistently raise the red scare whenever workers strike .. 
Waen tas Vigilantes swing into action it is impossible to distinguish 
them from Hitlw's Storm Troops exceot that as yet they do not wear 
uniforms." 
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ll. This tvo-page article concerns itsel* with 
tae selection of a jury for the criminal syndicalisn trial at 
Sacramento, and the article is addressed "To th2 New Masses," The 
District Attorney, McAllister, is describ<d ss a "Red Baiter Ex- 
traordinary." 


1g. This is a lettor written by Richard Bransten, 

Jan. 20, 1944, from 666 Santa Barbara Road, Berkeley, Cal., to a 

Mr. Taft. In this lotter the Subject criticized Mr. Taft, who is 
evidently associated with the American Civil Liberties Union, for 
failure to taku an active part in tie Criminal Syndicalism Trial. 

The Subject states that both he and his wife arc extremely disan- 
pointed, and adds that the Civil Libertics Union is doing in effect 
what it should have done had it ignored the Sacco-Vanzctti Case 


13. This is a letter written by Eve Ettingsr, of 
the Columbia Pictures Cororrtion, 72S 7ta Ave., New York City, 
dated July 8, 1937, "To Wiom It Mey Concern." In the lsttcr the 
writer states that Richard Brazston and John Stuart have been assigned 
to gather scenario material in the Spanish War areas and asks that 
all agencies and individuals extend whatever courtesies are necessary 
toward this work, 


14. Tris is a letter dated August 16, 1937, writ- 
ten by James L. Wick, Publish>r of the Nil:c Daily Timcs, Niles, Ohio, 
and addressed Tce Wiom It Nay Cone.rn. The comrunication states that 
the bearcr, Richsd Bransten, has been assi:ned to dispatch news and 
feature articles from Spain to the vriter's AGWS papers , and that 
Bransten jointly with Mc. Harry Wineccr "will send impartial resorts." 


15, This is a flicr announcing a m.cting ro-~arding 
the nationwide Seamen's Striky, to be addressed by. Bruce Minton, writer 
and cditor of New Messcs, Friday ~vening, Noverbur acti, at the Bast 
Flatbush Youth Center, 531 Sast 96th Street. 


16. This is the for:word cf "The Fst Yrors and the 
Lean," a history of post-war America, by Bruce Iiinton and Jonn Stuart. 
It announces an attempt to gaugc the predominant economic and political 
trends in the United Statics since the end of the first world war. Thanks 
are extended;"for the most gcherous guidance we are indebted to Alex 
Bittleman and William Z. Voster; to Dr. Samucl Sillen and Ruth eee 
we are groteful for many court-sies. Needless to say, they are not 
responsible for errors in fact or judement or for the point of view 
exhibited." 
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17. This is a letter written by HYMAN N. CLICKSTEIN, 
Counséllor at Law, 22 East 40th Street, Nay York City, dated May 5, 
1936, to Bruce Minton, c/o New Masses, 31 East 27th Street, New York 
City. In this letter the writer indicates he is working on an injunc- 
tion suit in the "Seaman Case" but that he recently read the Sudject's 
article in the New Masses rezarding the SS California incrdent and 
the current strike on the New York waterfront, for which he extends 
congratulations, 


18. This is a letter written to the Subject and 
Signed "Granville" (probably Graville Hicke). The writer's return 
address is given as 2263 Burdett Avenue, Troy, New York, and is dated 
May 27, 1935, In part the letter states, "Some time ago I promised 
the Section Organizer that I would et up a meeting the next time he 
went to New York City. The section is very poor and thsre is no chance 
ox raising much money around here. I have therefore promised to speak. 
June 17th, and have got John Howard Lawson to spsak, TI want you to : 
join us. ... In view of my release, free speech is the cbvious theme. 
You will talk on California." 


19, This is a flier announcing a speech by Richard 
Bransten, April 20th, at No, 41 Valencia Street, at which the speaker 
will describe the "growing Fascist tendencies in literature." The 
flier asks, "Do vou know what the outstanding authors are writing 


about ~- Hemingway, Dreiser, Shervocd Anderson, John Dos Passos? Have 
you read new novels by proletarian writers?" 


20, Included auong th. Subject's files were several 
press reviews reccrding a book written by the Subject and Jobn Stuart 
titled "Men Who Lead Labor." In onc review Winifred Raushenbush states, 
"Hicn Whe Lead Labor, written by two young men conrected with the editor-— 
jal staff of the New Masscs, is prosumably written for the workers. Is 
value to the middle class reader is thot it coss a candid camera of 
Jonn L, Lowis against a trade union backdrop instead of a naticnal back- 
drop. . . . The book would have beermich more compreaensible and much 
better organized if the authors had written a preface in which the--said 
somsthing like this: 'Ne are Commnists. Of course we are interested 
in industrial unionism and the GIC. Also a numb:r ofother things -- a 
Labor Party, for instance. So we are telling you how the labor leaders 
line up from our point of view as Communists, !! 


al. This is a letter addressed to tho Subject by 
"Jonn" (possibly John Stuart) in which ho states in part: "Last night 
I spoke at a party for Spain. Receints $26.50, I see Herman Wednesday 
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afternoon and Browder in the morning. Coy also the same day." 


ee. <A letter written on the letterhcad of the New 
Masses, 51 Hast 27th Street, New York City, siened Tiba and addressed to 
the Subject, enclosing 20.00. 
«3. An envelope coring the return address of the 
ew Masses, 51 East 27th Street, KYC, addressed to Bruce Minton, c/o 
Modern Bock Shop, 114 Bast Fedem1 Strzet, Youngstown, Ohio. 


e&. This is a form lettes addressed To Whom It May 
Concemn, signed "Richard Storrs Childs, Fres., and Louis P. Birk, Editor 
of the Modern Ags Books, Inc., 155 Hast 44th St.,NYC." It states that 
Richard Bransten is under contract to the Hodern Age Books, Inc., to 
collect materials and to write a book on events in Spain. 


25. This is a letter.to the Subject written by 
Herbert Resner, Attorney at Lay, Mills Building, San Frsncisco, Cal., 
dated 3/8/37 enclosing a statement which he hts written containing 
personal information about Bridges and the waterfront movement. Resner 
advises the Subject thet hc will get more personal information on 
Bridges' early lite in Australia and his family, which he will forwsrd 
very soon. Hs stnrtes it has been difficult to sec Bridges inasmech 
as the latter has becn ill and hospitalized. 


\ 26. Bits exibitd is cortain biographical material 
regarding Harry Bridecs. This may be the statement which Resner says 
he has written regarding Bridzes. 


e?. A orm ivttcr gotten out by the New York State 
Committee of the Communist Party dstcd 3/28/37 urging that protests 
be sent certain New Yerk State Losislators for the defeat of several 
bills introduced by Assemblyman Wadsworth. 


28. A report of a clos2d meeting of all Ssamen and 
Cther Maritime Workers in the Port of New York Held at the Manhattan 
Lyceum 10/30/36. 


e9. This is an article captioned "Renort to 
Sonate Military Affairs Committee on the Hill She: pari Bill." It is 
dated at Washington, D. C., 3/12/37 and was made by Louise Bransten, 
member of the Neticnal Executive Committee of the Am:rican Leazeuc 
Against War and Fascism. It appesrs from othar correspondence of the 
Subject and his wife that Louise Branstcn is the Subject's divorced 
wife, , 


aa 
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Enclosur:s: 


wE 
To New Yorks e5 pno tog rar: hic, CO} ae gc + Pt 
‘article entitled "Take Action Imedistely" dated 57. 158Roe uy 488 2 ps y 


photographic copizss of report of closed meeting of all Szancn ps 
other Maritime Workers 10/36/3€. " 


To Bureau and Washington Field Office: One photo- 
graphic copy of each of the following: 


Letter to Bruce Minton from James Keller ee Oe 

Folder re Exposition International, Paris, 1937 ; 

Identification card for Riche d Bransten at Exposi tion Internationale, 

Paris, Sep. 5, 1957. 

Spanish identification card for Richwd Bransten, 9/30/37. 

Article, "California's Le-al Lynch." 

Article, "The Counter Revolution Joins the Prosecution." 

Article, "Red Flag Over San Francisco." 

Article, "More Cailiformia Vigilantes." 

Article directoed "To the New Masses" re Criminal Syndicalism Trial 

at Sacranento. 

10. Letter signed "Hub" to Richard, 3/28/38. 

11. Letter to '¥r, Taft" from Subject dated 1/20/34. 

12. Letter Te Whom It May Concern 7/8/57 signed Eve Ettinger. 

13. Letter To Whom It May Concem 8/16/37 signed James L. Wick. 

14, Letter to "Kessrs. Bransten and Stuart dated 10/29/37 at Valencia. 

15. lier announcing speech by Bruce Iiinton on 'The Nationwide Seamen's 
Strik.# 

16. Foreword of "The Fat Years and the Lean." 

17. Letter to Subject from Nyman {Blicksteia, 5/5/36. 

18. Letter to "Bruce and Harry", ‘rom Granville, 5/5/36. 

19. Letter to Subject from Granville Hicks 1/14/35. 

20. Letter to Subject 5/27/35 from Granville. 

21. Letter to Subject from "Greg" 1/19/36. 

22. Letter to Subject from Marion Saunders 5/3/34. 

25. Flier for speéch by Subject on proletarian writers. 

24. Review by Winifred Raushenbush of "Men Who Lead Labor." 

25. Review of "Men Who Lead Lavor' a Rocky Mountain News. 

26, Books Published Today listing "Men Wro Lead Labor." 

a7. Letter to Subject signed John dated Nov. 1. 

28. Letter from G. Allen Hutt to Subject 4/28/38. 

29. Letter to Subject from Tiba 5/10/38. 


NOH 
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Envelope addressed to Subject c/o Modern Bock Shop, Youngstown, Ohio. 

Letter To Wiom It May Concern 7/22/37 signed by Louis P. Birk’ and 

Richard Storrs Childs. * 

Letter to Subject from Herbert Resner 3/8/37. 

Biographical material on Harry Bridges. 

Article N. Y. Times 4/7/37 re Chrysler - Gio agreement. 

Report tcSenate Military Affairs Committee on Hill Sheppard Bill 

by Louise Bransten. 

Photograph of Stalin. 

List of recommended books in New Masses 9/28/37 including "Men Who 
Lead Labor." 

Envelope addressed to Richard Brarsten from K, K. Howarth, Burlingame, 
California, postmarked 11/21/38. 

Letter to Subject c/o James Keller, Commnist Party Headquarters, 
kron, Ohio. 


PENDIWNG 
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UNDEVELOPED LELUS: 


Toh we RILNGTON FISLD OFYTCE: 


aT VESLINGTO!, D. C., will continue to report the 
activities of this Subject, 1t being noted that according to reports 
received that he now resides 2+ 2939 Newark Stroz 5 We Wee, 
Weasnington, D. C, 


ee ae 
‘eo ‘aa Dates 


ieee From: . 


- niduann HRaNstEH,. with ‘alinsosy. 
, DIPERNAL SECURITY. ~ Be seas 
_ CUSTODIAL DETRIELON 


‘geverenda: is wes dl a your jebtex: oF: ‘Rebruary bes a3. 
ipeduesting ‘that the: ‘office of. origin. be thatiged im the boven, ee 
captioned cdse.« You are. ‘hereby authorized t6 designate the’ . 
ape eae Held o fivieion ¢ as. othe office of. origin. 


conkard “Ha: “phe: ‘ashington Field. Division a 
scase Pontadning Amportan’ date 


wes 


cram ke et 


“Me? Mégeires SO ds 2M AY ee 
: Mr: *. Mumat ord. ‘ 4 : ; 
Mr, Quinn: Paria, 
eM. _Nedue Rennes Bret Tae 
seoEtit sat. oF ¢ invesriganot & 
v, &, DEFARTHENT OF AUSHICE. =i] = 


DECLASSIFLICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: sy, 
FEI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION IE : 
DATE 01-20-2010 


Federal Burean of Investtyatton 


United States Department of Justice 


‘New Haven, Connecticut 
March 18, 1943 


: Mr. Carson 
SE. PERSONAL AND | | ate. Coffey 


Mr. Hendon 


Director, FBI 
© 
Re: RICHARD SRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 


Dear Sir: 


This is to advise that the Custodial Detention Card which 

‘ has been prepared for the Subject by the New Haven Field 
Division is being forwarded to the Washington Field Office 
inasmuch as it has been determined that he now resides in 
Washington, D. C. 


Very truly yours, 
R. H. Simns “Sy ~ 


Special Agent in Charge 
WAH: MB at 
100-1128. = 
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Date: - 


‘To: MR, IAVRENOR MM, 0. SITE et <8 
«ss GRIER, SPEOTAL WAR POLICIES UNIT - vs 


WAR DIVISION : ge 
‘From: Edgar... Hoover - “Director, Federal -Bureau of Investigation, : 
oe subject: _— so ” RICHARD FRAUGTEN, with aliesess 
ee 7 vs. 7. "s+. MRS. RICHARD ERANSTEN, alias =~ 
~~ ck “2 . Ruth [ickenny3 : 


_ ‘3019 Reno Road, Ne We 
"" Washington, Ds Ge 


Refexence is made ta the custodial deterthion dossier | 
. on the: above scsi cas has boen previously submitted to you. 


Por your ‘forther Snformation in ‘this matter Tan. - 
"sending to the Division of Records undor date of larch gy 1943, @ re 
copy of the ee report: - ; 


ee “e ‘Report of. ‘Special Agent Wilber he. 

eo a) Hilgendorf dated Fobruary 4, 1943, - 

oo. ls... be Hew Baven, Connecticut, - entitled © 

—  Stehard Bransten, with aliases; 

oe ‘ . ‘Internal’ Security ~ Gy Custodial. an 
oi ae °C aa. Detention. ° et oy 


Mr. Tolson SS: zs STON 
. : - ‘i SaaS SEATS SEU 
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Mr. Hendon: wl, é 

Mr. MeGulre 

Mr, Mumford 
“Mrs ‘Quian Tamm_ 
Mr. Neaae | 
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eral Bureau of tnvestigntion GD 


United States Department of Justice 
510 Trust Company Building 
New Haven, Connecticut 
March 18, 1943 


Director, FBI 


2. 
Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY (G) - 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION 


Dear Sir: 
Reference is made to Bureau letter of March 6, 1943, authorizing 
the designation of the Washington Field Division as the Office of 


Origin in the instant case. : 


A review of the New Haven file discloses that the Washington Field 
Office is not in possession of the following pertinent serials, 


‘which are being enclosed herewith: 


. 1. Report of Special Agent CLARENCE F. PURDY 
dated at New Haven, Connecticut, August 27, 


1941. 


2. Report of Special Agent FRANK J. WHELAN, 
dated at New Haven, Connecticut, September 30, 


L941. 


3. Report of Special Agent C. C. NELSON, dated 
at New York City, November 7, 1941. . 


This case is now being considered in the New Haven Field Division, 
as referred upon completion to the Office of Origin. 


YL i 
COPIES pasraovEen (2-1 5f ; H. Simons mor 


IP -2 30 Special Agent in Charge 
CC Washington Field - 
with enclosures (3) d 


Ge 
“ 


| ‘FEDERAL BUREAU OF: INVESTIGATION | ee) ie 


$ REPORT MADE AT | . ses a b PATE WHEN MADE ° _ PERIOD FOR?,) 0 -) * “REPORT! ‘MADE By” ° 
> WHICH MADE 


WASHINGTON, Ds oe al Be2B-45- 7 ery, 12433 «|| - STEPHEN. Ay sina re 


“ye ae > Se hRG See ba ms : io i nae 875110, 25483] CHARACTER OF CASE ae ae: 
RICHARD ERANSERN, “whth: alveses | oa £"Gm25, BO0~433 _ IWEERIAL, SECURITY = ce. 
eee “8216, vis a ‘DUSTODI AL DETENTEON 


ar. EL cue 


‘sib Jeet. -pbiL ‘on. ‘Ststoian: ‘etare “of New: Masses! ie 
in.which.- he follows ‘Party Line ‘in his: coltimn, - Se 
-entitled, - Watch > ‘on the’ Potomac',' ., He has’ in 
structed Communist: Party’ lasses, adéressed., oy 

, Comntunisé Party. mectings,: and taken: part in, ponent 

. radio. broadcast under. auspices of Communist ca 

- Deseribea by city, ‘secretary, of Communi st Party as 

* good. worker,’ Confidential. Informant advised. that 
Subject: is. ‘Listed’ in 1943. Communist Party. regis 

yr aetee, Sogether with his Reece 


< . ‘ . 28 cits 
. vo i est ts 
Revmee OT 2 
i Ta oe . 1 , 7] 
soe - gd er , 
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< Report: of Special’ Agent: ‘a. Wie BURKE,” 5 33 
dated” June 22, 1942; at Washington, D. Ce: 
Report of. Special: Agent WALTER Ay. ‘RILGENDORD, 
dated February: -4,°1943;: at- New Haven, eins 
“ Connecticut; vend Burean, Letter - to fpr 

. Agent: in Charge,” New - Haven, Gonnecticut,. © 
sated, March ee ek 4 ; ie 


; os uiasernctom De oe: 


De 


this aueore will; contain: ‘references. fron. ‘the files, ofAHS 9 oe 
‘yf ¢ a > . eo Ss : : % ; Ci. 


ee - oe a - ey * ae : ‘ a : , + ee 
» APPROVED AND .-: ‘ A Af p SPECIAL KGENT DA 4 ee 
: FORWARDED: -: - Arxny Sf Ae ne IN GHARGE. |. : Le,” DO NOT, WRITE’ IN THES SPACES’, 
= f , ‘ Z ; 


. COPIES OF THIS. REPORT. 
eh -5 TA a any 1. 


: Boreaa.” folie 3s Ge BG, Ss 
oY". Baltimore "andra bo 
Bas Washington Wield... 
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' such talks and.she told CHANCEY that she felt sure that eebaeot, would 


oe “h program had been ‘set up one week and that MINTON advised CHANCEY that 
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Washington’ Field Division which have not been peportes heretofore. 


Information received from the Bureau reflects that. subject 
is a imember of the¥National Committee of the International Labor Defensé. 
It was also stated that the Modern Age Books, a publishing house in 
New York City and an outlet for Communist and fellow travelling authors 
’ since 1937, has published the works of subject. It is stated that he 

was a signer of a Call to the third and fourth American Writers 
OnE SHeges : 


“Subject!s name appeared as sponsor on a pamphlet entitled, 7 
antigo Wants Him Free qos issued by the Washington. Citizens , 
Commi ttee to free BARL Sa 


-' . "" Gonfidential Informeht T-1 advised that on November 11, 1941, 
- subject requested that the Russian Legation ‘send him the Soviet Information 
Bulletin: and a. copy of a. then recent ppesch by JOSEPH STALIN, . | 


Tome Confidential tiv onmnt T-2 advised that on February 17; 1942, 
ae re city secretary of the Communist Party, discussed with. 

RUTHSMcKENNEY, wife of the subject, the matter of making talks. ‘for the. ea 
Party: ’ He stated that subject did not appear to be interested ‘in making  ~ 


do this. She stated she would: talk to him anon it. 


‘The same’ informant stubed that —— days Later, ADAM 

: LAPIN, correspondent for the Daily Worker} advised MARTIN CHANCEY” that 
“there were two topics that could be talked about,’ one, Obstructionists 
in Congress, and The Cliveden Set. CHANCEY stated that the radio. 


“he could talk on one of the subjects from 10:30 to 10:45, over Station 
WWDC ; on March 5, -He stated. he had a class. before ate but. would be able 
to make the broadcast. .- , ae ie: se 


: ; Hinttaonie Informant. cos 295, “ioae rdaiecey is known to- we: 
Bureau, advised that on March 7, 1942, . sub ject discussed with MARTIN 
CHANCEY, a recent. raflio “eroadeast and felt that it had been grossly mis~ 
handled in that: ‘they aid not get a lawyer and probably did the Party a - 

- lot of harm.  CHANCHY told subject that he had acted after consultation 
of people whom he considered as knowing what they were doing and that . 

he had asked ROY (probably ROYSHUDSON) if it were necessary to get a — 
Lawyer. - CHANCEY told: sub ject ‘énat it had been an unfortunate incident 

and that he was. eiseppcen ted in sun jeck's attitude - - for a Commini st to. 


« - Se : # . 
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-agree with a decision of the- national officials. Subject thought the 


. situation had been misrepresented in New York and CHANCEY agreed to 


‘senda script to him in New York, | 


Confidential - Informant C~295 advised thet on April 10,/f - 
| 1942, MARTIN CHANCEY niade arrangements with the Hanford ‘Press -congérn~ 
/ ing a leaflet on a May Day celebration, Inclu ued among: the n 

the speakers were } WEISS, SAMSDARCEY, BRUCE -MINTON, and BILDY 
All of these individuals except ‘IINTON, are know officials ‘of the 
Communi st- Eerty and. the Young" Communi st Bescree 


" Gonfidential Informant 0-298 ‘stated that on April 13, 
1942, subject advised. MARTIN CHANCEY that he had been in New York and 
had talked with PETERYCACCHIONE, He said. that PETER would have liked 
. tO come down to speak (probably for May Day rally) but could not make : 
it until the end of Hay. They discussed the subject that BRUCE would speak ~ 
on but could not agree at that time. Subject said that while he was ‘in | ; 
New York for the I.0.B. meeting, he had talked to HLIZABETH GURLEYSFLYNN 
_and urged the assignment of a big enough fellow to make appeals +6" the 
higher ups here’ in the BROWDER case. He felt that New York was the 
. Local point in the° whole matter and that ‘something - would come of Lt, 
CHANCEY expected to hear something definite from New York. shortly and 
' keep subject advised ‘since he was so interested, Sub ject said that his 
“group wrote the committee on the matter and received. a long Letter 
ora aany sah Sone for furthering ao Campaign, ; 


“Genel deitiel Informant 13 stated that he suiohourd a 
Sonier sation betweer MARTIN CHANCEY and -MARY: *GINSBERG, on April 14, 
1942, in which they discussed the I.W.0. and the May Day Rally set for 
April 30th, - CHANCBY advised her that “SAM DARCEY - and de is would | : 
Bpeat at this PeSbense- . ; os SA 


s, 
od 


Confidential Informant. 1-3 eavided that on ‘April 29; 1942, : 

: MARTIN. CHANCEY and-. subject discussed a luncheon which they were - 

arranging for the following Saturday. ‘They also. ‘discussed the meeting 

- set for the following’ night and it was verified that SAM DARCHY, BILD. 
“MAYLOR, and subject‘ ‘would speak, as well as ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, - v 
‘-who would tall on ‘the BROWDER case. It was decided that DARCHY. would 

talk dmost exclusively on the Second Front, The collection was to 

follow subject's talk and he agreed to cut his speech five minutes in 

order to have more time for the collection. Subject agreed to talk on 

“May Day and. what it angen 66 labor. - : 


On‘ April 30, 1942, a meéting was held in the auditorium 


. ' were present in. many. forms, . that is, those who explain how: evil Great 

’ Britian is, the- isolationist presses such’ as- the PATTERSONS and the: : 

| ‘MecCORMICKS, ‘the anti-Semites, Jéw baiters, and those who slander the °°... 
‘> President. He derided HOWARD SMITH, VANDENBERG, and. CONNALLY, all. tnenbers Aaa 

* of Congress, © ‘stating ‘that -they . wanbed. war against strikes when there - 

, wereno strikes, -He ended by mentioning the BROWDER Case,, stating ; 


1942, MARTIN CHANCEY askea RUTH McKENNEY, subject's wife, How to get in’ 
_\ touch with him, because the organization" was platming.a Soviet: ~~ . a é 
., Anniversary meeting on November 8, 1942, CHANCEY wanted a pamphlet - 


4 


2 “brating May Day this year workers throughout the world were- working to- 


~ working against the -common enemy, HITLER. and- Fascism. - The war was. 


“against. the "New Masses" for an article-published concerning. the Cliveden ae ie 
'- Set. He stated that President ROOSEVELT himself had ‘said that the sixth, .- \ - 


Fame 


. others, Asia result of this, Mrs. McLEAN attempted to” have. him arrested - 
for Libel ‘but: the ‘United Sta ates. Attorney. declined | to issue a warrant.) 


anttye 
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of the Nati cnal Préss Club in iacutietens De: G, under the auspices of 
the Communist Party. The meeting was covered bythe writer and 

Special Agent MICHABL JOSEPH CONNOLLY. The speakers were. those pre~ 
viously indicated, MARTIN CHANCEY presided as chairman of the. meeting. - 


~ A number of meabes of oe comme Party were. noted in the | peas CGS. 


“‘gubject aeanea his talk by statis that shetoe of oes. Son hs rote 
"keep. them flying", He said that small businegs and businessmen were © 


discussed: and described as'one of- survival for civilization.: Subject - 


said that great. progress had ‘been “made but there was a Long way to g0. = 


He stated that the war inust be carried to the enemy and-a complete and 
total victory wor. He warned. against sixth columnists; those whose | 
purpose was to spréad disunity. He stated that he ‘was proud that the. 
'New Masses! had taken some. Leadership against the Cliveden ‘Set (shortly 


. ‘before this, ‘sub ject had an article in "New Masses" alleging. ‘that-a oa 
so-called Cleveden Set’ met ‘at’ "Friendship",-the Washington home of Mrs,” - 
’ ‘EVELYN WALSE-MoLBAN, ° He. Stated that this ‘set handled. the progress of 


the, war ‘and included high government. officials, members of Congress, and. . haan | 


He then: jokingly veferréd to. the Marylend ‘suit pienaine:- 


columnists. praised Gernian victories’.and depreciated victories of. =e rae fat 
Russian Army.’ ’. He ‘stated that thé sixth columni st's ‘do not have our’ : 
interest at Heart. According to. the subject, the- sixth columnists 


that BROWDER_ should. be freed. in- the: interest of oe and. hat nal 


Confidential Tntormen¥ ‘O~295 aavi seal: that. on - Gite et 20, : . 


drawn up which would serve a. two fold. purpose,. that is a program and an: 
ennouncendnt as ue what the Soviet Union means ‘to Snerica, one. told : 


WHO 100-746. st re 


CHANCEY to try “her » iniebanat office end if he aid, not. locate: hin, to | 
. get in touch -with her and she would write the pamphlet for him. As i. 


amatter. of information, RUTH McKENNEY’has also spoken at public 
meetings under the auspices of the Comiani st Ber: and. openly. peaaabares 


here membership therein, Bde tt ae 


Confidential Informant 13 advised that on Decenbss 18, 19425. 


HARON CHANCEY . and subject. engaged ina discussion concerning a meeting 
'| CHANCEY. gave ‘sub ject the name of JOB RINIS, a known Communist Party 


member whom” ‘subject: was to contact. /\The subject advised CHANCEY that — 
he had seen BARL : (BROWDER) . the preceeding Wednesday. at.a meeting in : 
New York.: ‘He stated. that this had been a staff meeting of” “the nagazine - 
("New Masses"), at which they discussed "Darlenism' and’ Production", 
Subject told CHANCEY that aes quater things in a way that was 7 


coy ‘rounded. and: full, 


On December 22; ‘194e, Confidential ee whose 


| ‘sdantaty is known to the ‘Bureau, » advised that he ha@ been invited: “to , 
-a@ party; to be -held, ‘on December 26, 1942, in the. home. of JEWEL: MAZIQUE, ° 


a known Communist Party member,. ‘He: stated that. he had ‘beer requested 


‘| to bring a few. people to the party who “would, understand: the type of . 


‘ 


, reactionaries, ek 


affair it would bee ‘She stated that the’ ‘problems of: the negro would be 
Ciscussed and. Koei in | all Likelihood, ‘the speaker. would be: the. subject.’ 


On’ Daveubas 26, . 1942, Gonfidential: “Taibiemanb; O=295. aivvised 


— that ‘MARTIN CHANCEY had discussed with JEWELXMAZIQUE the affair, to’ be 

*. held that evening, “He, offered. her money. if! Me was needed ‘and -she: asked, 
CHANCEY: if -he had contacted. subject and. "invited: him ' to the party. 
CHANCEY had ‘not and. Suggested - that: JEWEL, do: thiss . ay ae 


ee 


prt Goud iaantiel “Intornait[ | avin that on i Decentier: ‘es, 1942, 
- he abeenaca’ a party in‘ the -home of JEWEL MAZIQUE, 1861 California Street, 


No Ws The: party -was given, ‘for possible recruits into: the Communiat. . 


: Party, | ‘The’ gathering was stated to be-a’ ‘ small: one of: about twelve hig 
people. Subject was introduced by: JEWEL. MAZIQUE, - as: a Very: good. friend... 
“v-and a source of much inspiration;* also as one who was well versed.. -in ‘the. 
S| Labor movement and: the author of many. literaty - works, - Sub ject ‘was ‘the 
‘f. main speaker and stated by saying that he was a:member of” the Communist : 
Party of the United States of America, and that ‘he hoped. all ‘those present. 
would. become: Communists and af not, that they would try ‘to ‘Learn as 
t guch as possible about the: “movement: md assist in building a ‘better *.. 
_fmerica, Failing this, he. hoped that they would. work’ with ‘groups 


‘trying to achieve cer tain i obdes yi ree: against: the. opposition of sages 


- x 


2 dD 


WFO — 100-7461 | 


“He sated that the domuani gta’ were not trying to iatytedan 


that they were more human than. other. people but they realized that _ 


YMRS Tete ateme a dere 


he 
: . - ar " 
. ve ts 
5 alent ment et 


ae oe 


_ tactic which. would: slow up production, -.After cthe.- WaT y he said,. labor, 


"in order to build a people's party or ‘orgahization, they must have that 
body composed of all people regardless of race, color, or class. He 


stated that Marxism and Leninism were doctrines which had guided 


: Russia after the revolution and which had served in that country to “the 
present time and’ brought so much. finer culture to the ther etofore Lowliest. ton 
peasant. He said that this sy stem. of government could be made to work, . 

. an America and that ‘this was the type of government which would uae 


economic freedom to the negroes and other minorities and exploited , 
groups. He said that at this time, however, the Communist Party. 


subordinated everything to the’ war; . every thing which would Lend to’ 
ne Henethere ae: of | the Ware ot at 


ie stated. ‘that labor: adetved anes wages. at this ine, but 


- ‘that the Party felt. that regardless there should “be no strike on the. - at ae 
me “part: of- labor ‘as’ that would be dangerous to. ‘Labor ‘itself by weakening = : 
’. our-forces’ and enabling. the: enemy to become more-powerful, . He stated - 


that Labor should continue to produce and make: “the necessary, sacrifice” 
to prosecute | the war and suspénd temporarily the’ strike or any other — 


could Fesume ‘its a role and. ace to ‘protect itself and its social 


were behind this war-as a ‘people's war 100%. but they were not going to: 
; force any country. to adopt a certain type. of: government as they pre~- — 


: “Be: gated. ‘that - the negro , question was not: gubordinated: to 

the war. bacaiae itis a part. of the war.- (It. is noted that the’. majority 
of ‘those present were negroes.). . He said’ that ‘"we Communists" donot ~ 
ask that negroes wait, until. later. to be taken care of or that. India, se i 
should wait to be taken care of, He said that. the war was a people!s 


war and as such, should bring with it the freedom desired by” people .. 


of, all races and ‘creeds, He said that. the yeople of the Soviet Union ; 


scribed.” He-ssid that’ the Soviet Union had ‘proven that it was sbroig 


vs enough’ to. ‘withstand the attacks of a powerful and. resourceful. enemy and: as 
_) therefore would have grown in stature to such: an- extent by the end of: eet 

“ + the war that all oppressed. people in the world would look to it for the. 

* =< inspiration which they: could ‘discern in the progress of a nation, ‘ 


which barely twenty odd years ago. was poor, “wagbed, and. euplettet ‘by 


se ‘eam pali ey) and. FaMRe classes. 


; : ‘i He. flamed JOSEPH. SwALIN-< ‘as the Cgnkstaniine sseaent ‘Of Marzi em . nes 
; of: and Lenini sm and deseribed him as one who had guided the Soviet, Union © 


atone its path to . Powe: vinich 4 it now WAS < He pretest the cuca 


cae ze -  * He stated that the people must pring. an. énd to Fascism ° 


and. military iachdne of “the Hisclan: ae as well as the’ defenses at . 
Leningrad and Stalingrad, He Said thatat the end of this war, the S0~ - : 
‘called little. people of: the.world should be strong enough to demand’ *.-- 
the sort of people they want and not leave it to a few to make ; : | ; 
- bargains or draw, up a: peace plan which would’ leave. the world ina - eee 
position similar. to. the present, in that economic power and: resources 
would still be. centralized and would tempt some of those benefiting — 
aren stich ‘Boaition, to accept and bargain oor a seli-omt pone aie 


“wherever. it. may be and. that thé Soviet Union would. neyer set-in on a. 0) 
peace conference in which rio - considerations were given to the desires 
- of the Colonial. ‘people.for. freedom, He said that not being 4 con - 
‘guering nation,’ the Soviet. Union ‘would not aiarch into a country and: 
‘demand that its- people bé freed but would lend. its moral support’ CONS. oe 
. those who ‘strive for their. freedom, ° ‘He said that the people ofthe . 
- Soviet: Union believing | that they - had, shown other people how a nation. -: +o: | 
can de: governed to the advantage of all and defended from the most... 0 92 S| 
vicious attack,. would continue to build, Russia as an. example* to; tat Vigeae 
- wich all freedon loving: people ; of: the, world could. aspires. : 


‘Be ateted that. Communi sts work: very hard. for. their 

or sbadouived and that their: work” is ‘an obsession with them, He. said 

I it, was true, however, | that | they” “GLE nO Win all.of their fights.and 
. that ‘one such instance was the. loss of the anti-poll’ tax bill fight, - 

He said. that Ab ‘was their. intention to ‘begin “work immediately on” 
vtliatbill: “aS .soon as the’ néxt Congress ‘went .into: ‘Session, He ‘stated. : 
thas, ‘they -(the’ Party) had been recently. succesSful in the Transit ~~ 
haus (Capital: Transit Company, Washington, D, 0.) issue and this.-°. °: 


Me RRA Tr 


an was ecause ‘they : ‘worked. very hard and drew from all: their resources. es 


~He- said that’ ‘they ‘had: given of then (resources): as would. we evidenced ” a 
in De canine fight on she. poll, tere ; Pat. ahs 

“Confidential “tng oauant. 162295 ee that: on danueee aes, a 
194g; MARST. CHANCEY congratulated RUTH McKENNEY | on: ‘the birth of her. °. 


cS & ‘baby. ‘He. told her that’ her, husband had proven: $0. be-a good teacher Le 


~, 


‘and that. ‘the carpenters ‘weré-crazy about him, . (Carpenters is aS af 
designation, zor a local oranck of the. Communist Party). 
; “Confidential Infomiait 02295) aiivised ‘that on- January 15; ae 
“1948, ‘during -a discussion with JULES$ ANOVER,, who was “employed” inthe be ee 
 “Vashinetoni Coopérative Book - Shop prior. +o, his induction. into the hed a dee 
aie CHANCEY. ‘stated wie’ pace! had ‘been. Hesching. a * eroup of .- op i ot 


Vodesenbersets “He Baked’ that repack would ‘Se ‘out: of tow es cae ee vt eo Gee 
Sbtenp a and wanted.” YANOVER bo. oe hit: POF Him, - cree . ae pe eRe oe ae eee 


mn On “ponrudsy’ 12,: 1943, “a  wptiidonn-poudnass" “nesting: was. held eS ate 
weaen. ‘he auspices | of ‘the Communi st ‘Party in’ the National, Press Club - i ndin Phen, Be 
auditorium in Washington,- D.C “Subject 's wife; RUTH. McK RITEY spoke) SS 7, 
ab “this méeting. - Confidential Informiant C-295 advised that several 2° 0% 4. 
., days prior. to: the meeting, “MARTIN CHANCEY ond RUTH MCKENNEY discussed © _ ao eee 

‘the: ‘plans. for: the. Mgeting... Mbber- agreeing on: “the - prone ats ‘CHANOBY a Mea Bias 


-on May 12 -to: attempt: to’ recruit "50; 000 . nenbere ri ‘the. Communi st pap ae 
f eeoaetont the: hate Statess) ~He, “told her" that, her “bugband had area. i 
week” int ‘this respects. Se te ae 


aft 
i ee 
ob Start “the recruiting apives: 
e 


grees. 
“ 


ae 


te 


~2¢ ie ‘hose. daentity ig Gow “6? the 
1948, Bs Aimy ‘subject: told: Se ERDOxOTORE ae ee 
:: ing: an'article.on: coke Te EWES... 2°» 


2 Buadent: gavised: “on. ‘Pebeuary. 23; 
: “wife” of. MARTIN: CHANCEY ,- that: che } 


Poe tS aie da tia sicecicat Ties aout a. eres F 
aa cre Ee “the Aas “adviged. that: om March:16, 1943;° RUTH, McKENNET: invited 

> Mire: “and “Mrs. ° ‘PIERRE, Of to. dinner” on’ ‘March. 195. “1943, - She. said that. 
: she. and: Ber’ tagbaind, “BRUCE MENTON, Bogen ‘Edi tor. of New. Hasses!t,. 


x 


hg aes eocceel = yihose: aaentilty” ig imown to- 


ERS ‘Babee advised: that, on’ ‘March: 28; * AB ‘BRUCE MINTO had -an “appoint= : 
. ment. with OREKHOV > Of the Russian Bubassy - on; an important’ matter;: the ne o “ 
sh nature-of: ‘which was. tnknowns "The | informant ‘stated that’ on “September. 263..." 
4942; ~subject wrote. a Letter: ‘gt: the request “of: TIMOFLEV 2 asking that - sy 
hee “be. granted. ‘permission, ‘to teprint a Jan ‘article: ‘set. forth in “the alee 
« Billetin; ; at 2 ee aes 


; CPG “By” Letter asta March '24, isda, the. Bur eat. ‘ied set-7 ‘that 
" Goiitiaen: ial. Informant: ins Chicago, - ‘Illinois; - ‘had. ‘alleged: that: ‘CRAIG © 
: Swnraaa, “long an’ active Gommuni st Party member and: former. organizer of ae 
” “the: United : Fedéral Worker s; ‘Union, was ‘said..to-be. working: under.” subigets. 
2 viho- in’ addi tion: 0. peing Washington correspondent: ‘for: "New Masses" ,” 
“Was ‘representative.’ of the. Political Bureau in charge. of. the. seneteh : 
: direction; ot Conimuni. st work: among. government’. enighoyerse.. : ; : 


- “Let Y 


|e Confidential “Informant 0-200 adv a, ‘tiiat von March” 2A; _ 3848, 
the subject advised, a8 Seo that “there would, oe a toutes) ins ” 


‘tele. York. ‘ook with PusrusKy cogent the. “ALCRR-HERLICH- ittee ae 
ce ‘that: ‘people: "wer e:. saying: it was. anti-Soviet... CURRAN: bord. sub ject: EhaS 
the! only. ones ‘wg: thought ‘at. vas: ‘anti-Soviet Eyes thé ‘Reds and. that pete one 


* Gontidenttal: Bg 4 savined. hey ee the ‘first 


Toate on ‘April, -1943,° 


MARTIN GHANCEY ‘advised: RUTH N¢KENNEY thet. Ker. 


ties Had: agreed: to. foe ants at: B. nobilizetion. on eee reer : Rae 


On Apeid *26; 1943" 


‘a Party ‘vas “given dn: ‘honor ‘of MARUIN 


y oLty per eo ‘Of: ‘the. © Commun at +.Party because “of his’ sendin, 
jonfidential Informant s ee 
22 Was: Bavised that Tone” 


S : e-Was to -spéak.thab night tab id 3 sot wee ‘eres 9 
“thet he contact San WELRSEERE ox Selene ‘ 


0009. cadvised that, on i Kay 5s 1948; 
RANGA, © city. ‘secretary ‘end , 
adh Porty, “agree to'meet: at. th 


oes, “Gougiaehtiar Inifowmant “C299: Savisea eet. on’ oo ais. 048, - ag 
ae. ‘ested ‘that. his “boss” had: %01d Him to ‘write an "editorial. One 
:. the: aan Comte, question: for the ifetion!, ‘New Republic! , ; and." 

_. PH ; . ; aera & 


on 


7 “ont deuketa Tafornant. eB ailvi'sed ‘that. on: dene. ae "Toa, 
‘pjent. tated that-his. wife wesgoing to weite™ ‘a, novel ahd use. the. 
‘National, Maritime: ‘Union as. the. Background, : i “He- ‘expressed. the: désire. 
* to. Use : the. National Maritime’ Chin iene for: aBecatah.. “the. ‘subject. 


gr 


im Committee 


- ee Ged. LAiee he Taine ‘18, 1943, oe 
© Sams? ‘BRanica anvibed “gubject to,: Jota a ptess. conference. schedtiled : for:. 
“the following: day}. ab which time. D0} HUILEERSON, “Long known, to. this ~ 

‘office: as being achive in. ‘Communi st wont, Would. issue “ait open - ‘statement - 
that ‘he was. poising. thie. Communist Ret and _aeene: Howard erAitencbe 2.2 

- Informaiit-s aaaccek : 


On" dune’ 2B ‘gas a “Spechat adeiter orice of ‘the donne 


: Party: in: “the. District of Columbia, was Hela’ in ‘L4e2. 2. ahs hat R. a ae ee 


“to “discuss, ‘the. probleti - of Daily. ‘Worker - circulation: Le 
ADAM (DAPI, Rea Worker: correspondent: in ‘Washington, : 


*s ey mae. into: the: fends. of-as ‘many people, ‘ass “po a 2 
He ‘stated: ‘that: ib: ‘WAS: far: ‘eiporig aS other Papers : we: ‘that its. w 
ces = 


Oe: ‘an . Serarerae with Farms Tie’ CBRANCA $a: Look: over. some: 


: “mabérial’ which hé had read. and: which ; Looked. good, This: ‘Same * “intérmand. ee 


“| stated. that on.the- following day; . MAMYSLEVIN, . who “Succeeded, MARTIN: 
a CHANCEY.- as city secretary of’. the.: Conmaniist Party, WAS. abvised: “thatt. 


a stb ject , would. got with. him: uuperiee t the. eee a 


“sub ject ould: take: part. in. this. radio. prograt 
WERK, ont Jgies 1, 19484: Ce 


ie ee  Saly: 28,: 1943; Confidentia. Informant, 2309 advised; that 
| concerning - the above nientioned radio POST, Bub Jack . would. be: “the « : 
narrator. ee eet TAR, 


sebration’ was, ; being’ planned in "Bal tinoe; sees 6 ‘be held sandal mp 

" Aoril 22,.1943; which. was; described -a8:\an Inter-Racial Uni ty Rally... 
~ Informant. stated that. ADNLANNON, 8 Communist’ Party official at: 
Baktimdreé wanted “the” ss ject, -amiong - others to cover: the‘ wally for: 
the Daily: Heese ‘the event bhat. no-one else’ gould do 80% = 


: “Barty. for’ Be fii ecelLanaous- group. ee fine. tember s- ‘in “the District: ‘Of: Be 


Columbia.” ~The. third. ‘individual. on ‘this pst as. NERUCES, who. is’ 


a. 2 writer. by: profession;. @ ah years a: member: of? 
Z The ‘descriptiv data.’ 


inh ew tvor. on this: ‘List ts. RUE NcKENNEY" °° a° female, Wubi te: BL years 


‘Ofage,. employed. ‘by hergelf,. with tndependent’ ‘union. affiliation, "a uirk ter’ ‘a 
* hy: ‘profenatoa- sigy years’ an | sbhe: ‘Communist Periz, and oF American: a, Ve 


: cpibsequantly,” r 2 
Subject’ sold: the Festaence’ formerly owned: i ini, ‘at “5019. 


. Rar 2 


ee eS 


- Depiertitent ag’ well. as, of: “the: site risive “ies 01 

‘failed to” Locate: a. reference: - 0. Subjects. , 

“Metropolitan Police. Depariuient,: “however thas’ Sab jaue. holds: a ard le: 
permit. issued ‘January: R7;, 1942, under the’ number $0267 2. a. is igiown, 
that che. drives: 2 194). aoe Hudson. sedans ma : 


ate nge et 


ar A anor 


Paes emit ‘he. setalts. of: a: 


th 


4 Br ra 
“Ags - : 


tek 


‘Bank: abootnt; 


rE 


WELL ‘also. aie further | activities 
si the 6 sttbjecte.“.: oan ; 


Ail 


oe Pen fee imo: 
Commi st: Par ‘D 


ge, gee Bat slabre 
: ‘Disteist, Hike ; : 


fe ‘ts apartso ‘of the: f 


6 


tH 


rate 
Jers 
we oe 


“ 


> DeLay oa INnORMANTS 


| symbols. were “used in 1 this report to. furthér. ‘Sonéeal:; ‘the: identity 
of Confidential ‘Infoimants of. this. offices’, ie 


o 


a Contidential. Infor aa 


* Gnforation, Inox to - the: Baresi ee 


tmes are 
“ntornation, Knoim, _bo ‘the ‘Bureat 


Thfornant’ st ‘oonéidential : -tnthemend ‘Oe 298, 


a0 


“Cone ts dential: 
Caer LS iets te: ee P Pie: 


AE: 
sani is “iow, 40. ‘the Bureduy 


To ee — 


> 
sie 


eidéntial “Informa! 3 it Oe 


‘dontidential ‘Indomen ant, D5 


id 


“Yaentaty ts. nown 0. tke ‘bareen. 


hn. nee ; = - SS mugne. tone, 


PERIOD. FOR at 
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LR UREPORT MADE BY. a oe ek a | ge 
“ROBERT W. HELD RWE:MeC. -- | 
|: CHARACTER OF CASE ie ieee ee 


Vt _ INTERNAL SECURITY X) 


“eriome Da 


oS se _ = es tb jeak woe at: a ‘Gomunist: ‘Party cae on” eco ate ae eae 
"8" 2: geptember Ih, 19433. attended ELIZABETH GURIEY: Sa ee ee 
FLYNN méeting October1;'.19j3;spoke at. Daily 200 oe 
“Worker meeting November" 26, 19433 on mailing. 
eS Sete J . dist -of Daily. Worker. Mail cover reflects he. 
any Waa a Se a ic “ véceived mail from ILD and monitor of ‘bank Aer A Se Ps 
ae | ; “count reflects subject has issued a check to © 0 
es oe ~ vag, HEALY, financial secretary of" ‘the Communist. ; 
ee “) Party for -the’DeC.° Subject wrote- article for - pa es 
. December Ith issue of New Masses concerning ~ ey ye j 
“ investigation ‘of. government employees and” ae ee, a 
another article for the December 28th issue. 0 © ee 
entitled "Anti-Willkie smear," Subject still 99° Ee 
_ /Yesiding 29 Newark Street, Ne We, and ir eat ga Et 
, on bess hertal staff of ihe. New crataia ve ag eae ee ae 


‘ - . ir ee 
mens ree 
ee eee is eo 
“ toe : * oes = > - # at 
. : Saeed Sete Be 4. 


1...) RBPERENGR: | Report of. ‘Special Agent STEPHEN ar wae Oke Fa 
Pols Brig Fa Me. = 28, we? at oe 9 Co" gt Cae “f. 


\ = a PEIATIS: a a p MASE, pec. 7 Pa Pe: Aone : ae oo oer oe 
are aaa ‘ ote y GonPidential - ees hag; whose” idontaty. 4s. known to the oe 
| : i Burdau, advised that: on: ae ‘records: of the Communist. rerey appear the. following, |}: 


“APPROVED AND =. 
FORWARGS mn 


: coPigs fo) THIS REPORT 


< ‘oc eee ( clz) 
“3 - ‘Washington a 


#9 N wget re a = 
COPIES. pusrRovap_ 


ror ee? YS 


bene, 


ae eine vot people iimbooke” awise’ °° 
x anything” wrong.” .T think: he iouckthisy red pepele,2 ,from-tne~ propttt 


rot Sy OF: course, it. is: ‘possible that he. would: be careful -in- ‘remarks to TMP - 
: “Cant: you observe him. for’a: ‘little - slonger’ before” you. decide? ‘I am goind to ; Piva 
"ask. BRUCE*MINTON what he thinks about this as ‘he’ ‘gave ‘BOB: bo me. a? ba to a 
tere this opinion for you next. weeks a 
Ane * this informant advised. that. he Believed’ ‘that ‘these. reviarks | a te 
a “a were condacted with the, # Possibility < of loser] BOB, HURLEY: pee ene Gam tebe Sg 
1 mail ot: BBEET ees Cabs, a es ; NE one 


Po 


. es ‘ 


Fee eS Confidential dee eklt ex advised that ee naitie - at" BRiCE 
MINTON: apposite ¢ on- the* subscription list to thejPaily Worker, and that this sub~ ce 
‘scription would expire. on February: ‘16, Wyre. MINTON'S address, was. oS as: eae 
“Room. mn. 286, DUS Pennsylvania Avenue y. Ne Was” Mash{ngton, De Ce aoe ard 


* a me - x ae a 4! RS + : “ ka t ve 
ieee nee *. Weontsientiad informant. ¢ 0-299: aavitg dpa on, Sgr : pa ewe 
\ othe ihe had an appointment. with: ‘BIORNE<HALLT sary ‘Of s/h es 
ae --bime time Comittee and member of the Comhunist! Party, at which time he wished to “Obe et 


a ‘tain: any information relative to ‘news that -HALLING- might have for him and-at . 
a. oo which tine baad Subject also, stated he: wanted to sive HALLING some. informations 


psen ee 7 “4onfigential. dneomaant[ __] advised that on September ii, 1943, BID” 
‘es Communist Party: held a meeting ‘at “the: Uhity Baptist’ Church ‘at: which’. the. sub=., 
ject’ gave his ‘introductory address, explaining the need for a. second, ‘front and - ae 
4 the necessity, for the’ igo acde ‘to uate on, the ‘home front ve ao. everything. to. Lea sc . 
i win, the war in copa ai ee. Ss en en - 

G ae * poneideivtdad, “‘tntornani 92299 aivigee that. he heard nowal} HADDOCK, * 

“ Jegistative ie ow rene CIO: National Maritine: ‘Union and a meiiber of +t! Com me 
se : munist Party,.invite the sub ject’ and his wife over ‘to dinner. ‘Lor ‘Saturday even= 
Lee , ing; however, - the: informant advised that ‘the subject could po ot go, This same - 
‘. informant advised on September 30, 1943, he heard VIRGINIANGARDINER; corres= =”, 
i> Spondent for tlie Federated. Press .and‘a member of the: ‘Party, maké the- statement 
"that there was ignite. a story in the fact. that. Dun and Bradstreet was employed ~ 
by the Government to check on Government employees, and this informant heard - 
"s ANNE*ZUCKER, a member of ‘the Party, who is employed in £5 office,. tells: 


Sedat OL 


ae VIRGINIATGARDINER that, she thought BRIDGES: ¢ Brobabily: BARE ne) ‘had told. 
BRUCE MINTOW all about ite E ae 
TN - Confidential Sof érnant Txaasan ‘that subject: attendea - 


dene ELIZABETH does meeting held on October 1, 1943, at. the National -Press wb 
| Club auditorium and. le heard the. subject: make the. remark ina sarcastic manner to°- 
ie member of the Party ‘whether they had any more successful meetings," apparently. — ‘ 
Me EF iekaiea ts ae the- as Usth nears previously meneToeet ‘that that meeting 


peer 
2: MB 


: WFO 00-1 ee 


was: one! Soft the “major sha eccee of the: Comenist Sita Orr dene aces. 
2 cee 2 Da32h "ac “advise: that. he’ heard’ JAMES BRANCA,: chairman of the Party, state that the 
: an subject: and his wife attended: the‘ mass meeting” one ‘Usbober 1; 193. ~ " 


lee a Gonfidential informant 0-299 advi ed that on October G “T935 = 
eee “ne eseved ‘the subject in Conversation 1 with’ SADIEG GEOR: a cabs member OF O6.5..7 an 
Poles the Poms, Tee oi Ge a eae 


7 ant confidential. informant” 0-295. advised ‘that on October 12, 19135. 
. he heard “uae LEVIN, “secretary of the loéal “Party;”. tell: ‘subject! s wife. Acree 
he needed the script by 10 AM in the morning and ‘she advised him that BRUCE ">< A: 
_ would: see that he received it, Confidential informant. C=299 advised on. ‘October: 
“318;'1943, that. he again heard the. subject ask BSORNE, HALLING whether he had ony 


ae Oe witing material zon hime ... eee is FF OUP Bi Ge Yee Upc g oe 


ee a 


: a ee i mee mail cover: ee on the. sailed on “october o1,- ‘913, ab, - ape 
co his Restaeaoe: ‘address reflected that: he received.a piece of mail from the vinver=— se an 

_| national Tabor Defense, New York Gity, — Netcher: "205 1936 ‘The balanae, , 
of the mail cover was negatives moet & ; ee ; ne ea: 


. : * Confidential, ‘informant. 01098 | advised - ‘that on ‘october: ae 19135". 
ne. heard sass a HANCA. ask EVAMLAPIN. if she ‘sould get. someone to help her and she. 
|. suggested the Subject. arid, his’ wifes. The inf o¢mant did. not. know to what: they 3 were 


| referring. 2 ey ee : fh aes 
a § es ieee ae ; , : : “ Merry ste. , : tee ee 
ae “Confidential - informant “Gesah at ised that on ‘October 28, 19135". ce 
a ‘Heard ‘Jacke KATZOFF, a-menber-of, the. Party, make the ‘statement that’ RUrH. and 4 
"BRUCE (undoubtedly referring ‘to gubjéct. arid wife), had registered with hime | ‘this: a 
remark was made at. a, meeting: of members of the Communist ‘Party: ‘concerning ‘regis-— et? 
“trabion: of embers ‘This: informant also advised that’ on October 29th ‘at a’ meet-... 
ing | -of leaders: of -the Communist Party concerning the’ registration : of. members: ‘that - 
* JAMES BRANCA made: the remark that BRUCE would’ get the "HeCetse" It. is believed © 
5 tor _ that. BRANCA: meant by this remark that.subject would obtain. registrations | for. ms Ex cf a 
ge * certain nenbers of “the: ae Collar, group of the ‘Communist. Partye. ee a ee 


Nee 


ee, One ’ Gontidential’ informant “6-298 advised. ‘on tober 30, “493, ee as 
heard: ‘the , sibijest ‘inquiry, about: the whereabouts of ALBERT, BLUMBERG, - Recimataes : one 

“i. “f pepresentative for dag igi #3hty. aed that eupaece was . ads sed =o contact ane) Wee 

eae ne ria Jace BAPEOEN op Me ee oe eA depen ee 


QS ee yoo i 2 & ‘Confidential diformant tnd fusniohed: the following ‘tnfénation aes 
“s * fbo. ‘special ‘Agent W, ‘WALLACE-REAMY concerning ea a bank: ‘soponty, ab the Snsti-, | 
: “bution. at which this ‘informant as. ‘employed: BRS ye ee a : Bs 


tow 4 
2 t 


ee ute aaa “RICHARD BRANSTEN; 9S bennaylventa” ie ih. Wes’ Sopetedce aS oa 
ls aieake eecoune. at the’ City: nk, Pennsylvania Avenue branch, on. November 3, I9lile 


He’ showed his. business as Se Masses ee, and Eero as 3 his ala bani | 


sy as 5 the a wectuort: eae aia trust: Gani Westport, Gadi ‘The informant.” 

. 2") said that BRANSTEN buys many war bonds and:that he made application- on August ma 

' 31, 19)3, ‘when he deposited the check for $8130.9h5 for war bonds but that this  _.. 

was held up until this check had been cleared, ‘He bélieved the check for $1500.00: ‘ 
.| charged against the account on- ed aera 23. 1913, was in payment for. war: bonds’ kaa ane 
ee for’ ‘on a Sree? 31, 19130 ne : . ; ‘ rae oe 


a a 2 =e . i was: ‘foted: that or plac ed a stop: notige-on- June | », Cee eae , 
Ben ANE 8 19h3, 0 ‘ona: ohdcke dated. June: 1, 1943, to smi in the amount, of $7400 
"" and?ie% was also noted that. the. ‘balance in this décount would be, puilt ‘up and: 


oy jthen, @ large check; would be drawn and thé balance .considerably reduced,: The - oe : a : 
‘Thighestbalancé’ was $23,274.95 on-March 25, 19h2, a: ‘deposit of: $1200~00, being. ie 


imade’ on that date, ‘The. average- balance of the aecoun to. date is about $3000.00 | : 
ee while the’ balance covering the ‘last nine: ont. is. about ee The’ ‘balance x. ce 
je oe On ‘October: 26, ae “Was: a, 1603400. oa Go se aa oe 


| Te ‘asi oo es * athe’ - decbunit’ ig quite, active, iopopite’ bathe very ee ee Sapeeercd 
CS dup kne: ples but. not as. frequent in 1913,: and ranged. from $100,500 ‘to: aoa od Pe. 
{ ge f other’ than those larger: onés ‘listed hereinafter. ‘In addition to the- large’ dese na Me tec 
py posits, a representative: ‘group> of smaller . ‘deposits is shown, ‘an examination of k 

I ‘= the ledger sheet reflected that.a.few chécks appear ranging | from: $100.00 to $600.00." 
Pook / ie fico. than: the saree ‘ones: heats: “put: ‘that, ‘the Pasaies. a ‘the, checks were. less than, 
BrP" $0000. oe | | ete pera eet So ee nee 


7 : 

Re oy at a8 ns ZS i Se tee mg ie : © aie ae’ ag ae £e5 . Nba 
ive . -, Date . 7 Feyee, ie tie “Endovaemake= ee : a ra “mount | 
e aaa TH : on er cr : eee , \s P ¢ ’ as 
( a ~. Sept’ 29°". _ Harola We ‘rogh" he ~. Payee’. ‘at. Security savings: ‘e cori sy ¢ 5600. 
a ace a oe oe merical ’ Bank, ‘Wasti{ D.Ge. 


Pe aS 30- oe Robert We ‘Savage. oe _‘Payée’."Rent Acct, at Aneetcaie 4 Se= oy £26400. 
ata ine e, “Se eunity & Trust :Co.,*Washe DeCe Bas 


! of, ss Gobe: ch “Ruth? ‘Bransten ey 0). Payee at City Bank, Wash, “DeCe: «< 20500. 
Lae oe . Septs: 20. “Cash” soe ~~, Freedom. of the Press’ (0. Ines: a. "8.00, . 
ee ieee ae “cs (?"'> the- Amalgamated Bank,’ NYC... 
ie r Ocbe, 6 e Mice He Marks: ; <a a .: Payee at? National city Bank, Padi “ars 
ee oy es es Avenue branch, NYC. 
is sept 30: “-Reniedia Baucetiion, ~ ” payee at: “Riggs ‘Natl. Bank, Dapont "16400- 7 
te . Cénber 0 = Grete branch, Wash. DeCe °°: oe oe - 
; Ost. a5. ‘Narciso ‘Die | 6.3 Payeé ab Washington Loan & Trust, oe a 
se Oe et. t COgg Wants. Dele, 4 " 7 agq00 
ets “al WB Gash Os a May Healy at ‘Riggs Nati, Bank, : #. 8900: de. 
Pp gue Ge, eae ae a Washes DeCe * ~ Pe ne otis 
Ua? aaes |: aaa ee ma ae fEva Lapin and Hecht Coe. St. secon: ; © aos ae 
yay ee = Natty Banks Washs.DeCe | - Ce eee ie 


oe / 20° Med <Be ne : ig » Payee at Chase Natl, Bank; WC. Ae 992 


oF 


Ent a 


j : epte 26 . 


Xo 
. i _ 
ts 


: WFO ea 


ve Checie on Sat. of ‘town, bank of Be. gn 
a on 2 out of. tom ‘banks . so ORDO d : 
aoe ae eu ie Serer ae ee) “UyOOehy ; aan 7 cm 4 eae oo : : 
eee ee ee rhe eee 1959.92. 
7 : Checks, on, out of? town. banks’ s ee ae ‘ os airan are c 
See YA as Se ee elt Ved 


“ “sept, we . 


* Ghpole en ‘Bapise” Trust Co. mi. a 


a ae 


~ Taree ‘checks ‘dram. on. account a 


‘Date Gharged OTT Ss gmomag 


War'ch27,.1942 - —«.  $ 2508.00. 


April 6, 19h2 -o 49427436 
. April 27, aghe” 3014 LO 
September 15; 1942-- - ‘+ 6829.60 


September’ 21,1942... - -$000.c0 


September 30, he 


© 
2 
e 

QO 
Oo 


Mey 35, Iga. 3780260 


July 2, 1943. - 7. 72065950 * 


) September 9,°193 ~~ 1500000 
— See eeS a rad H ee eee ; o 


eS Description mo 7 Ps i oe 2 Pmounb oP, 


ee es bani Ne ee 
7. Mold B:days® ee ed 
er Ges: on, 2, Ott te town banks -$8497638 2. 


 »' Checks :on'out of town’ barks 200,00... 


e- Oe iy 
; « 


‘Hold 2- days" ... 


ae ‘Checks on ‘out. of town ‘banks ' - 1922.90 ss 
, "Hold 2 Gaye ee of cs 5 250007 tt 


~ checks on out: of ‘town. banks: = 27.80 
; 967402 - 


Rota” “y toe 
oe $1127.87 . ey 


~ Oo 


PIB > 


<s378600 oe 


«2200900, eee 


he 


1? 9304682", 
+ TB1y90 


AMMT.90 * 


9982 


MFO #100~7,61 


193 
"Apr: 3 


‘May 1° 
{dune 0°: 
Auge 31° | 


| Septs 18° 


is. a dentist and. that ‘NARCISO-DIAZ. is a restaurant: operator. 


- hegks on out of tom banks. “B° 75000 |.” 
aos . = a 


25600, * 


: oo | Qhe8S 
; pe es ~ 12,50 
ee aa, a ae 
check on eee of" town banks 1500400 
ae on Trust company of North’ 
; fyierica, . NYC | ee 
= ‘Checks or out, of. tom Banks - es ae . 

ae ae 36,21 


Check. of mil, Goldstone Agehey Bh3009)i a | 
... Bank of: America, Hollywood, Gale. soe th ett 
Cheek on, , Ob of tom bank - 7% - 96» 68 a 


20.00 


“tg checks. on ext. of tom banks : 5 ess08 2 i ‘ Ca : 
7 Ga te he 22. 


ee 710400 a 


$137.35 
- Ug0.00.. 
- 3000400 - 


: east ae 


‘A check of: the » ae directory, reflected that ‘HAROLD: We “KROGH. 


"NO record. could 7 none 


“be located: in this city directory of ALICE H. MARKS and no information” is. on 
nadie meeereite her’ in. we Washington Field Division posers. =: 2 


enn a ‘endorsed. by. MAY; HEALY, it. will be noted that, MAY HBALY -is financial — 
_ secretary - of the: Cotmuni st Party. for the District of Columbia. - 
‘with the. éheck dated October 18, 1943, endorsed by EVA LAPIN, it ‘willbe noted: | 
‘that EVA TAPIN ‘is, a. member of the Communist Bini and: a Gaia of the. 

kere ted a : ne ee, 


aa We ae 


nearia the subject ask HOYT 
‘of the Soviet Purchasing Cog. 


In connegijion- with the’ “check dated’ October 1, 193, Soeued to 


In connection’ :: 


Gonfidentia?, informant , on299. advised that on oveuber: 22, “y935. he : ; 


ene with HADDOCK for the Foltoning days vi 


ber 26,193, at 121 T Street, N. We 


DOGK if ‘he knew ‘anyone in the: Technical Division 
ssion and. also heard ‘the subject: make an appoint. 


“Confidential, ‘informant [havived that. the caaeee. was the - Bon. ee 
* principal speaker at a meeting called by“the Daily: worker committee on ‘sven “b7D 


‘The informant advised. that subject em= . 


phasized the. influence of the Daily Worker and stated that-its. influence was 

- wider than the people. who actually read it since they influence others by dis~ 
cussing its feature articles and used’ the recent elections as. examples stating 
‘that Communist. candidates had- received Jarge nunbers of Meine fron. nea Ceara: 
7 2 ae < en ' a od a po 

wp 4, 7 ve 


se WRO #l00-7h61 


"| Meeting was the 20th anniversary celebration of the Daily Workers 
¥ mae ~ chia Mog ww ae ‘ees sige 


eS representative of ‘thet American Communications. As: jociaion and a member. of 
© Partye fa ae. OES se pe ae a A satin “og = gee RPE ty Peat 


uw 


- ' | the subject had invited JACK and ANNEZUCKER to his. home’ fora’ party on Decem=:-: 
Ji. f ber 26,°19)3,.° Both- JACK and” ANNE ZUCKER are ‘members of the’ Communist Party, -- 


hcl 4.0". Confidential informant ¢+299 also advised that. -gn December*1h, 9? 
... “19h3,*he“heara ‘the subject: discissing a dabor meeting with ‘SETH {LEVINE who has..." +, 
”, office space in. BJORNE HALLING! office, and that during the discussion LEVINE °° 
ATT: (believed ‘to-be-with the War Labor Board) «2.03 0 


% 


; : made‘ the statement that WILL elie vith the ii 3oard) « .. 
_ *;, Was pro-Russian but: ‘that nowihe*may really be thinking the other way and ‘subject _- 


oa Gy rémarked that: BATT was taking "an imperialistic position" and’is.not as. pro-Russian |.’ °| 


bat | 


" W as-he used to bes -- 


subject's By.Line Watch on the Potomac," . At.the expiration of this discussion:, 


,; Mloyalty" investigations. .This article follows the’ Communist line ‘and is not. 


: ‘S The New Masses dated Decénber 28, 193, contained an article se 


the isolationist Republicans and in which he follows the usual party line, . This. - 


enclosure, * : 


ae 
ek 


N ee ~ , + ° ENCLOSURES: TO BUREAU 


See es us GLippiing from the ‘mew Masses dated December 1h,” me 
Ne <*>. 1943, entitled "Watch on the Potomac By BRUCE -MINTON. © 


 19435° entitled “Watch on the Potomac" by BRUCE. MINTON, - 


Bye 


| ee Be aoe oe “Glipping from ‘the. New Masses" ‘dated December 28,-- |: 


feo *. "The December ‘Uy,19h3 issue of ‘the ‘New ‘Masses contained an ara os pie 
“ticle under subjectts. name entitled "Should Soldiers Vote." This. appeared under . - = 
ithe subject wrote a. two,and one-half colum article: onthe ‘investigation of Gove. % 


+: ernment’ employees, -paying particular attention to the’ recent -order issued by the’. " : 
- Civil: Service Commission relative to: questions. its investigators should:ask in °° ~ 


ede es Oe me ad This meeting was also attended by confidential informant 1-3 ig Oe = 

: eho stated that the. suhject:-was the principal speaker and who advised’ that. this 

"1. Confidential informant 0-299 advised on December. 1,.1913, he. 
heard the subject discussing a pamphlet put out by ‘the Federal Reserve Board en=  . a 
titled "ThesWeekly Review. meee Periodicals," with GERALDINE,.SHANDROS, legis=..~ | 


_ Informant’ 6-299 Also advised: that he received information that 


‘being set out in this report ‘but, is being forwarded -to the: Bureaw as an. enclosures ae 


| ‘entitied rhe\ anti-Willkie- Smear" in gubjectts column in which subject-refers "to"... 


\ article, is likewise not, being set out but is; being forwarded to the Bureau.as an >.) 


WFO #LOO=7h6L 


e 


-;, THE. WASHINGTON. RIELD-DIVISTON 


AT WASHINGTON, D.C. 


‘ 


4 


wall continue to réport ‘the e subject. 


Bee 


* Confidential “Informints ; 


am 


s 


Highly. éonfidential source known - to ‘the buiteau. who fur-! 4 
mished, the subscription list. of: the ‘Daily Worker. 


= Be ‘JOSEPH PA STEPHENSON, Assistant’ é Cashier: -and, Managers” : 
_ City Bank; ‘Pennsylvania Avenue, Branch,’ ‘Washington, 


« 


~ 


¢ 
volume of fighting they have been called 
upon to do in the past two years (they lost 
one man killed every forty-three minutes). 
Quality and heroism in fighting do not 
make up for volume and a wide range of 
experience. 

Clausewitz says in fact, that only actual 
battle experience can neutralize the- effect 
of frictions. To’a certain extent it is so, but 
not quite, for the study of the experience 
of other armies, who have done more fight- 


ing and have done it brilliantly, is of help. 


Just look at the frictions enumerated 
above, aside from tank tactics and recon- 
naissance: booby traps have been mastered 
by the Red Army through special courses 
in detecting and neutralizing them, includ- 
ing exhibitions and demonstrations. Snip- 
ing has been developed in the Red Army 
to a remarkable degree, its importance hav- 
ing been recognized long before the war. 
Air attack against’ armored vehicles has 
received its answer inthe development of 
the “Stormovik” plane. The saturation of 


, all units with men with engineering train- 


ing is old stuff in the Red Army. 
To make a long story short, it would 
seem, for instance, that our service maga- 


“¢ 

zines should follow the progressive example 
of the Cavalry Journal, which tries to pro- 
pagate the experience of the Soviet cavalry, 
instead of permitting fossils like retired 
Colonel Lanza to spread their drivel, as 
the Artillery Journal has often done. The 
time to strike is near. Let us not doubt our 
strategy, but let us borrow, in all humility, 
the tactical- experience of those who have 
fought for more than 900 days over 
700,000 square miles of territory, millions 
against millions, losing a man.every seven- 
teen seconds. They know all about resolv- 
ing frictions, Let us learn from them. , 

On all existing fronts the forces’ of 
the United Nations are on the offensive. 
Our own troops under MacArthur, dar- 


“ingly brushing aside the Japanese still’ left 


on the’ Huon Peninsula of New Guinea, 
have landed on New Britain and have se- 
cured a firm hold on the Arawe promon- 
tory. Cape Gloucester to the west is being 
heavily bombed. The preliminaries to the 
march on Rabaul have been played. Simul- 
taneously, our air forces are hammering 
the Marshalls and we learn that our task- 
forces have been _ making ‘ ‘guinea-pig” runs 
to Truk in an attempt to knock the chip 


off ithe Japanese high seas fleet. The enemy 
did {not choose to pick up the chip. 

Ih China the Japanese are being pressed 
hard in the “rice-bowl” and their fifth 
Chdngsha campaign has again come to an 
inglorious end. 

In Italy small advances have been scored 


“by poth the Fifth and the Eighth. 


Across the Adriatic Marshal Tito has 
brought the big German .offensive to a 
virtual halt in most sectors. 

T he Red Army has opened a large scale 
offensive in the Nevel sector, killing 20,000 
Germans i in five days, liberating 500-odd 
inhabited points and cracking the German 


defenses on a fifty-mile front to a depth ~ 


of twenty miles, The fact that this new 
front is now called the “first Baltic front” 
is of great importance. This means that 


there will be other active Baltic fronts. ~ 


Probably two more—one front south and 
the other. front north of Lake Ilmen (Sta- 
raya Russa and Novgorod )—will become 


. “Baltic.” 
‘The new offensive seems to be aimed at 


two key points—Polotsk and Vitebsk, 
southwest.and south of Nevel. The winter 
wolf-hunt is on. 


“ob 


H 


Washington, | 

Jo. business ‘men. have: never hesi- 
tated to imitate, down to the minutest 

detail, the packaging. of rival products put 

on the market by their foreign competitors. 


The object quite frankly was\to rook the. 


buying publi¢ by fooling them into accepting 
inferior merchandise because it looked-like 
the -real thing. C. Nelson Sparks, former 
mayor of Akron, Ohio, has resorted to the 
same trick in peddling his “expose” of 


Wendell Willkie. His'One Man—W endell - 
, Willkie apes the binding, type, and lay-out 


of the best-seller One World. 
Cc, Nelson Sparks claims to tell the “ 

side story” of how Willkie won the nai 
nation at the Philadelphia Republican con- 
vention in 1940. His diatribe is dressed up 
with a high-falutin dedication to,the au- 
thor’s séventeen-year-old son, a naval avia- 
tion cadet, and‘to “all others in our armed 
forces,” with the pious hope that. these 
young men will never forget the Constitu- 
tion, the fathers of the republic, and the 
author, C. Nelson Sparks, 


Mr. Sparks assures the reader that he 


has no axe to grind, and that he has “no 
desire either to praise or to condemn.” 


Thereupon, he indulges in every nasty in- , 


ference permissible under the libel laws. 
Of course, Mr. Sparks hardly comes to the. 
political arena~with clean hands. For his 


a \ 
| 


NM : December 28, 1943 


“ 
t 


qualities as statesman, I refer the reader 
to Ruth McKenney’s Industrial Valley. But 
just to give a rough idea of this jaunty, 
nattily dressed, loud-mouthed little man 


_ with his thin mean face topped by a mass 


of dirty white hair, it is only necessary to 
recall that Mr. Sparks suffered a torn 
ligament of his left arm during a political 
oration—from pounding on the rostrum. 
In 1932, Sparks “proved” that the Russian 
people—* ‘those Communistic hordes” —are 

“cannibals,” In 1933, he accused the un- 
employed in Akron of being Communistic 
foreigners. During the catastrophic days of 
the national bank holiday (Akron got it 


‘early and hung on to it late), Sparks 


absolved the bankers from any blame be~ 
cause, he said, they were merely reckless, 
and everyone in the twenties was reckless. 


By the middle of 1933, Sparks was taking 


the Coughlin position, warning of-anarchy 
and mayhem unless the federal government 


x 


distributed relief to the unemployed he had - 


previously denounced. During the strike. 


of rubber workers in 1936, Sparks got him- 
self deputized and immediately set about 
organizing vigilante “law and order” 
groups. His activities were so blatant that 
even the ultra-conservative Akron Beacon- 
Journal denounced him editorially for-his 
“stupid and dangerous” program. Later 


iS 


~ THE ANTI-WILLKIE SMEAR 


Sparks turned up as campaign*manager for 
Frank Gannett, Republican publisher from 
up-state. New York, backer of the con- 
gressional farm bloc, and all-in-all a thor- 
oughly reprehensible and undistinguished 
isolationist. The Gannett presidential boom, 
under Sparks’ management, was greeted 
with a national\ apathy that could be de- 
scribed as monumental, 

This is by no means an adequate portrait 
of the ex-mayor, the friend of countless 
strong-arm and fascist-minded outfits. Now 
suildenly Sparks has found his way back 
into the spotlight: his scurrilous pamphlet 

had been hailed by none other than Jew- 
baiting Representative Rankin,~and has 
aroused Senator Langer to demand a Sen- 
ate: investigation of “the conduct ‘of the 


, 1940 National Convention of the Repub- 


lican Party with a view to ascertaining 
whether there were irregularities in the 
selection of the’ candidate of such party for 
tite office of president [Willkie], and whe- 
thet Harry Hopkins had a corrupt connec- 
tion’ therewith.” > 


ENATOR LANGER is a Republican ma- 
werick—with no compliment intended 
—alsedulous defeatist who can’t get along 
with Gerald Nye, a follower of the Hearst- 
McCormick-Patterson “line” who’ refuses 


to coordinate his activities with those of his 
political elders like Herbert Hooyer, Robert 
Taft, Arthur Vandenberg, and Joseph 
Martin. The lanky, sharp-faced fare 
likes to mouth the phrases of old Bob jLa- 
Follette’s progressivism; he likes to pose as 
an enemy of Wall Street, a critic ced 
international bankers, an anti-impericllist; 
a simple spokesman of simple farmers. :His 
demagogy is all. very well, except when 
he gets out of hand and embarrasses ‘the 
Republican machine. He has just succeeded 
in putting the Republican Party leadership 
on the spot with his resolution aimed’ at 
“getting” Willkie.: The resolution was .re- 
- ferred to a sub-committee of the Senate’s 
Committee on Privileges and Elections, na- 
turally dominated by the Democrats. And 
what Democrats—Harley Kilgore of West 
Virginia, James Tunnell of Delaware, and 
Tom Stewart of Tennessee, with the Re- 
publicans represented. by Styles Bridges of 
New Hampshire and Warren Austin of 
Vermont, both of whom have been friendly 
with Willkie in the past. 
The danger to the Republican high com- 
mand grows out of the likelihood, that once 
the sub-committee starts investigating, it 


might not know when to stop. What if it. 


gives attention to the America First money 
spent so freely at the Philadelphia convea- 
tion? What if it shows interest in the finaa- 
cial support behind Tom Dewey (and even 
behind Frank Gannett, for that matter'), 
and takes the trouble to delve into the a:- 
tivities of Senator Taft and Elder State) 


man Herbert Hoover? The Republiccn . 


elders would like nothing better than a 
thorough smear of Willkie, but what if the 
smear spreads to the party’s high priests? 

Langer spoke out of turn, “without con- 
sulting his betters. The more responsible 
Republican worthies curse among them- 
selves, and quietly “explore” ways to 
squelch the investigation before it gets go- 
ing. Just as Republican big shots were 
gleefully rubbing their hands at the spec- 
tacle of southern Democrats like Harry 
Byrd, “Cotton Ed” Smith, and that jvi- 
cious little screwball, John Rankin, threat- 
ening to split the Democratic Party, along 
comes Langer with his resolution presemt- 
ing the Democrats with their greatest op- 
portunity since 1912 to call public attention 
to Republican shenanigans. ‘The keening in 
the Republican cloak rooms on both sides of 
the Capitol is heartrending. 


! 


BY UNDERWRITING Sparks’ book, a cbm- 


pilation of every anti-Willkie slander 
\that the Hearsts and McCormick-Patte:son 
‘press has been able to improvise—Langer 
|made the same sort of mistake, in the eyes 
fof the’ Hoover-Taft-Vandenberg general 
staff, as Alf Landén made a few weeks ago 
when he visited Washington. Everyone 
had forgotten Alf’s existence, and evidently 
no one had tipped him off as to what he 
should say. So Landon charged out of ob- 
livion to squeak.that for his money he 
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wanted no part of the coalition foreign 
policy outlined at Moscow, Cairo, and Te- 
heran. He, Landon, still ,plunked for 
straight isolationism. But this frankness, 
which revealed exactly where the Republi- 
can leaders stood, crossed up the wise old 
owls like Hoover and Taft who quite 
shrewdly have ruled that discussion of 
foreign policy is banned until after No- 
vember 1944. Their contention is that for- 
eign policy is not an election issue. Repub- 
lican potentates plan to adopt the same 
platform on foreign policy in 1944 as the 
Democrats—in the hope that the voters 
will think the Republicans endorse coalition. 
Now Landon spills the beans by stubbornly 
.insisting that “‘the principles of the Teheran 
conference are fine, but how-are they go- 
ing to be applied?” 

Republican big shots give out that they 
are all for coalition. Yet they quite obvi- 
ously fear Willkie. Why? Because they 
know very well Willkie has supported 
essentially the same policy of interna- 
tional collaboration as that enunciated by 
President Roosevelt and given substance at 
Moscow, Cairo, and Teheran. After all, 
Willkie’s One World is a brilliant state- 
ment of the necessity of coalition. It is all 
very well to.pay lip-service to the idea for 
campaign purposes, say high-placed Repub- 
licans, but it is not all very well to: put the 
idea into action. . 


Yet the Hoover-Taft-Vandenberg bloc. 


* knows that the best way for the Re- 
publicans to lose the 1944 elections is to 
admit that they are thinking in imperialist 
terms, that they really want no part of 


, any coalition, that they are rabidly anti- 


Soviet, anti-British, anti-Chinese, with 
about as much use for the Good Neighbor 
ipolicy as they have for price control and. 
' rationing, subsidies, and social security. They 
{are not foolish enough to wage the coming 
j presidential election battle on principle— 
t all they want is to win it. Langer and 
Landon talk too much. They endanger the 
Republican leaders with exposure.” 


i te THE past weeks, the Republicans have 

certainly not played smart politics—and 
they are uncomfortably aware of their mis- 
takes. They went along with the Senate 
poll-taxers to kill the soldiers vote. The 
Republicans now wish they had it to do all 
over again—they are sadly aware that pub- 
lic reaction throughout the nation has been 
anything but favorable to their sabotage of 
the soldiers’ voté, On top of this, Landon’s 
awkward revelation that the Republicans 
have no use for the coalition policy of Mos- 
cow is hardly likely to win friends, even 
though the pontifical Hoover covered, up 
by interpreting Landon’s remarks to mean 
the exact opposite of what the Kansan said 
with such deliberation and exactness. To 
add still more grief to their bloody heads, 
Langer presents the Democrats with the 
opportunity of the century to investigate the 
1940 Republican convention and to scratch 


t 


- 


about for connections between Taft and 
the America Firsters, the role of the iso- 
lationists, and how much money the du 


Ponts and others poured into Philadelphia. * 


It is said that the recent political care- 
lessness of top Republicans can be explained 
by their supreme assurance that they are 
sure of victory in 1944. I doubt this ex- 


© 


planation, For one thing, they are not so ~ 


positive. They have no great hopes of beat- 
ing Franklin D. Roosevelt should he run 
again. Of course, if he doesn’t, they feel 
the election is in the bag. The fate of the 
presidency is therefore up to Roosevelt, in 
the estimation of Republican wise guys, but 
the field is wide open for control of the 
House and Senaté. That is the real stake. 
Only Willkie, by influencing rank-and-file 
Republicans to support candidates sincerely 
in favor of a coalition foreign policy, can 
wreck the plans of thé reactionaries for the 
new Congress. This may séem an over- 
simplification, but Republican strategists 
think in these ‘terms. 


More, far more than anything else, iso- 


lationists, imperialists, bitter-enders, defeat- 
ists. recognize how deep a set-back they 
suffered at the United Nations’ conferences 
culminating in Teheran. Their strategy 
was to prevent a United Nations coalition, 
They failed utterly. Their remaining hope 
is to compensate for the grievous drubbing 
they got by impeding the coalition and 
smashing it. They must delay the second 
front, delay lend-lease shipments, spread 
d>featism at home by magnifying every di- 
visive tendency, discourage the people and 
make them grow tired of the war. Above 
all, they must get Roosevelt by undermin- 
ing the FEPC, the Food for Victory pro- 
gram, the United Nations Relief and Re- 
habilitation Administration. They must 
spread anti-Negro and anti-Semitic poison, 


provoke strikes by entering into alliances’ 


with John L. Lewis and ‘William Hutche- 
son, deny subsidies and wreck price control 
and rationing—they must get Roosevelt by 
wrecking the home front, while pretending 
to be all out for the prosecution of the 
coalition war. But they must also at all 
costs prevent Willkie from winning the 
Republican nomination in 1944, for de- 
spite Willkie’s anti-New Deal, anti-Roose- 
velt finagling, he does support international 
collaboration. 


The Republicans are showing their hand. 


It is high time for Americans to get ac- | 


quainted with the Republican royal family. 
It is especially important for rank-and-file 
Republicans to know the men who run the 
national machine, to recognize for what 
they are the handful of rapacious men still 
committed to the Manifest Destiny, to the 
isolationist imperialism of the elder Lodge, 
to the “business of America is business” 
doctrine of Coolidge, to the Hoover_creed 
that all social security is an. evil dole,’ and 


‘to the Liberty League-du Pont anti-union, 


Red-baiting, fascist-minded dictum of “Let 
‘the suckers pay.” 
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Ee over half a decade, part of the 
‘color” of Washington has been the 
little man next door who jots down the 
license numbers of automobiles in front 
of the house, or the investigator who pumps 
the .high-school lad about the neighbors’ 
evening visitors, or the star-chamber inter- 
rogations of government employees at 
which the victim is confronted with star-- 
tling “proof” that his friend’s mother-in- 
law went to a “Communistic” meeting in 
support of Loyalist Spain back in 1937. 
The intimidation, the shameless snooping, 
the pressure on a wife to snitch on her 
husband, the demand that an office worker 
gossip about his colléagues, the constant 
dread that some insignificant action might 
be misinterpreted in a way to cost one’s job, 
the hounding of anyone who dared as far 
back as 1938 to disapprove of Hitlerism or 
Japanese agegression—such fears oppressed 
every government employee, high or low, 
but mostly low. For who could be sure that 
sometime, somehow he had not in some 
way sinned in the eyes of the US Civil 
Service Commission? 
At last, the Civil Service Commission 


has been forced to outlaw some of the worst ’ 


abuses practiced by its investigators and 
tacitly approved by the Commission. After 
years of making life hell on earth for 
unionists and progressives in government 
jobs, the Gestapo pattern of “loyalty in- 
vestigations” has been modified to a con- 
siderable degree by the Commission’s No- 
vember 3 order to all investigators to keep 
their questioning more or less within the 
’ bounds of reason and. decency. 

_ Full credit should be given the United 
Federal Workers of America (CIO) for 
the victory. Liberal and progressive organ- 
izations, a few publications (of which New 
Massgs is proud to be one), and the na- 
tional office of the CIO have from time to 
“ time vigorously protested the Commission’s 


conduct. But the UFWA carried the main 
burden of resistance, The union carefully 
documented case after case of abuse and 


intimidation, and confronted the Commis- . 


sion with its findings. 

Naturally, the diehards are kicking up a 
fuss in Congress. Rep. Fred E. Busbey of 
Illinois, a hunter after “Reds” from way 
back, has demanded an immediate congres- 


_ Sional investigation of the Civil Service 


Commission. The Dies Committee has re- 
sponded. with drooling eagerness and prom- 
ises to “air” the whole scandalous trend 
that accords government employees a mini- 
mum of their rights as American citizens, 
The Scripps-Howard Newspaper Alliance 
has launched a crusade to prevent the Com- 
mission from conceding anything at all to 
the democratic process. Hearst and the 
McCormick-Patterson papers are howling 
bloody murder. But in spite of the jackals, 
labor and progressive groups are now in a 
position to hold the’ Commission to its 
gesture acknowledging. that individuals 
have certain, ordinary civil rights. 

~ What exactly did the Commission do? 
It” instructed its investigators not to 
ask questions about union membership 


‘or union activities of applicants for govern- 


mient jobs, or to pry into an applicant’s 
association with alleged Communists in the 
unions, since this approach would obvious- 


ly involve union activities. No questions are 


henceforth to be asked on attitudes toward 
Loyalist Spain, the Abraham Lincoln 


Brigade, or various Spanish relief groups. - 


No question is allowed about membership 
in the Washington Bookshop. Husbands 
cannot be grilled about wives or wives 
about husbands. In askirig about organiza- 
tions, investigators cannot gratuitously label 
them “subversive” or “Communist.” No 
question is permitted involving race, color, 
creed, or religion. Investigators cannot 
dredge up information here and there as to 
whether applicant might be “a Communist 
Party line conformist.” No question is al- 
lowed on the applicant’s reading matter 
since “citizens are free to read anything 
they like,” including the Daily Worker. 
No question can be put about mixed parties 
or association with Negroes. 
tion is permitted on membership in the 
National Lawyers Guild, the League of 
Women Shoppers, the Socialist Party, the 
American Civil Liberties Union, the Harry 
Bridges Defense Committee, or other stich 


‘organizations. No investigator can discuss 


political philosophy with, the applicant, or 
inquire into his feelings toward capitalism 
or the profit system; and “snooping” that 
involves the applicant’s intimate personal 
affairs is not allowed. 


These prohibitions represent a tremen- 


‘ dous advance over the Commission’s prac- 


tice up to now. Investigators have grilled 
applicants over whether they were “happy” 

on reading of Soviet victories on the Eastern 
Front, or if they ate borsht, or “Do you 
know is a member of the Communist 
Party affiliated local of the United Federal 


—— 
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No ques-, 


¢ 


{ 


~Workers?” or “Have you contributed 
money toward the defense of the Commu- 
nist Harry” Bridges??? The *Commission’s 
present ruling is a fundamental negation 
of the Dies technique which too many of its 
investigators have studied and practiced. 


uT it should also be noted that the 

Commission accompanied its restric~ 
tions with weird instructioris on “How to 
tell a Communist.” The Commission had 
nothing to say about how to recognize fas- 
cists or Nazis or Japanese sympathizers, and 
it had no condemnation for anti-Semites, 


Negro-baiters, or racists (one investigator . 


remarked when informed that a certain 

employe was virulently anti-Semitic: “Well, 
I don’t see that that matters, lots of people 

are”). The Commission concentrated on 

urging its investigators to ferret out Com- 

munists, by remembering that “The ear- 

mark of an American Communist today is 

an advanced degree of patriotism.” Also, a 
Communist is “one who has followed the 

Communist Party line through one or more 

changes.” For the convenience of investi- 

gators, these “changes” can he deduced if 
an applicant took one or more of the fol- 
lowing positions: (1) “The Revolutionary 
period from 1929 to December 1934,” 

The Commission finds. that Communists 

objected to the depression and condemned 

monopoly capitalism for failing to make 

proper provision for the unemployed, the 

hemeless, the oppressed: people allover the 

-country. (2) “The Collective Security 
period, 1935 to August 1939.” The Com- 
mission warns that the mark of a Com- 

munist at this time was the urging of unity 

among the anti-fascist nations to stop Hit- 
lerism (the Commission points out that the 
Caemmunists called Hitler a “mad dog’) 

and moreover, Communists were active in 

condemning Japanese militarism and the 

aggression against Manchuria and, China, 
(3) “The Communazi [sic] period, Au- 

gust 1939 to.June 22, 1941.” The Com- 
mission angrily finds that Communists 
urged closer relations with the USSR, con- 

demned Munich imperialism and Cham- 

berlainism, and refused to denounce’ the 

German-Soviet non-aggression pact as an 

“alliance.” (4) “The Collective Security 

period (revived), June 22, 1941 to date.” 
Communists, says the Commission, support 

the war against fascism too wholeheartedly, 

offering all possible aid to the war effort. 
This indictment would be funny if it 


did not represent a direct carryover of . 


former Commission attitudes, Under pres~ 
sure, the Commission backed away from its. 
most flagrant violations of the Constitution. 
However, it still underwrites the anti-Com-~ 
munism which has been Hitler’s. most po- 
tent weapon in dividing the democratic 
countries. When the Commission finds it 
necessary to describe Communists as show~ 
ing “an advanced degree of patriotism” it 
brands its anti-Communist nonsense as.” 
harmful to the war effort and directed 
against consistent, energetic anti-fascists. 
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And as Germany concentrated troops on 
the Bulgarian-Turkish and Greek=Turk- 
ish borders, Ankara began to pursue a new 
line in foreign policy. Her neutrality be- 
came one of friendliness towards Germany. 
In 1941, immediately after Hitler’s attack 
on the Soviet Union, Turkey signed a non- 
aggression treaty with Germany.. As N. 
Vasilyev writes in an article in a recent 
issue of War-and the Working Class: 
“During the first few months following 
Germany’s attack on the USSR, the whole 
Turkish press, in the name of this neutral- 
ity (which combined an alliance with Great 
Britain and friendship with the Soviet 
Union with a policy of friéndship towards 
Hitlerite Germany) published only the 
boastful dispatches of the German Informa- 
tion Bureau about the victories and con- 
quests of the Hitlerite invaders on Soviet 
territory.” Another proof of Turkey’s pro- 
German policy was given when a Turkish 
court, acting on mere suspicion, tried and 
sentenced two Soviet citizens for an alleged 
attack on Nazi Ambassador von Papen. 


te ro the day of the Nazi defeat at 
Stalingrad, Turkey’s foreign policy 
"was motivated by an*unwillingness to sacri- 
fice anything for the cause of liberty. One 
might show some degree of leniency to- 
wards the Ankara government by acknowl- 
edging that Turkey stood in the way of a 
German drive: against the Middle East, 


_— 


even though other nations sacrificed mil- 
lions of lives and suffered immense losses 
in property to save the world, including 
Turkey, from’ enslavement. But it is dif- 
ficult to understand why Turkey, even 
after the Nazi defeat at Stalingrad, and 


the definite turn of the tide against Hitler, 


continued her neutrality. For the fact is 
that this neutrality, after Stalingrad and 
after the Soviet’s summer offensive, is use- 
ful only to Hitler because it protects his 
eastern - Balkan flank. 

However, new developments point to the 
probability of Turkey’s adopting a new 
status. In a recent statement ’ President 
Ismet Inonu spoke of the “sacrifices” that 
Turkey is now ready to make for the com- 
mon cause. Previous to this statement Su- 
kru Saracoglu, the Turkish Premier, in an 
interview (August 23, 1943) with a cor- 
respondent of the New York Times, John 
Gunther, and in the presence of the Amer- 
ican Ambassador, Laurence Steinhardt, de- 
clared that Turkey expected, after Italy 
was knocked out of the war and the Nazis 


withdrew from the Balkans, to step in, °~4 


terminate the chaotic conditions, and con- 
solidate the Balkan area. That declara- 
tion was made at a time when London and 
Washington were still thinking primarily 
in terms of AMG, when certain circles 


_were thinking in terms of “who is going to 


arrive where, first,” and when the idea of 
federations of small states built up by 


Turkey cannot refuse any longer to 
share the sacrifices of this war. Neutrals 
cannot hope to exist outside of the postwar 
world, which will be shaped by the victori- 
ous nations; and they cannot have a place 
of importance unless they share in the sac- 
rifices. : 

DEMETRIOS CHRISTOPHORIDES. 


SOLDIERS SHOULD VOTE 


Washington, 


will have acted on the bill’ granting 

the vote to all members’ of the armed 
forces, to the merchant marine, and to cer- 
tain civilians involved in war work abroad. 
But to date the debate in the Senate must 
be taken as a warning that the legislation is 
in for a difficult time unless the labor move- 
ment and civic organizations give it more 
support than they did while the bill was in 
the Senate. Actually, the legislation is the 
first of a series of measures before Congress 
designed to broaden the franchise. While no 
Senator—except* “Cotton Ed” Smith and 
some of the other poll taxers—dare come 


B THE time this is read, the Senate . 


out in flat opposition to a proposal that sol- ~ 


diers and sailors be allowed to vote, the 
tactic of the reactionaries has been to emas- 
culate the bill by amending it to death, and 
above all to delay its passage. [Since this 
wag written, poll-tax Democrats and a ma- 
jority of Senate Republicans joined hands 
to shelve the Green-Lucas bill and pass a 
substitute which leaves it to the states to 
make whatever provision they please, or no 
provision at all, to enable the soldiers to 
vote. This action can still be reversed in the 
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The Republicans have sabotaged the bill 
since they are afraid that the vote of the 
armed forces would be overwhelmingly 


progressive and would register eager sup-" 


port for the Commander-in-Chief. Senator 
Taft took up the Senate’s time with one 
objection after another, though of course 
he expressed his passionate desire to give 
the men in service the ballot. Senator Van- 
denberg echoed his fine sentiments, but used 
every trick to amend the bill out of exis- 
tence. Senator Danaher came forward with 
the fantastic suggestion-that the families of 
soldiers and sailors be allowed to cast the 
votes of their sons, brothers, and relatives. 
Senator Bridges managed to slip through 
an amendment which had no other pur- 
pose than to impugn the integrity of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. Senator Brooks tried to ban 
members of the merchant marine from vot- 
ing, and did succeed in taking the franchise 


away from government civilian employees 


abroad, For theii part, the southern Demo- 
crats want to kill the bill because they dis- 
like any attempt to broaden the franchise, 
and because they fear the bill’s anti-poll 


tax implications. Together with the Re- 
publicans, they raise the old demagogic cry 
cf states’ rights and constitutionality. They 
propose that voters’ lists be prepared by the 
states—which means keeping Negroes and 
the poorer whites, who have not been able 
to afford the poll tax, from voting in 1944, 

Unfortunately, the labor movement, so 
vitally concerned with the broadest exten- 
sion of the franchise, failed to give aggres- 
sive backing to the Green-Lucas bill grant~ 
ing the vote to the armed services. No labor 


Dies atative arrived on the Hill to urge 


the bill’s passage, nor did the unions line 


‘up support or put the heat on administra- 


tion leaders to press the legislation through 
the Senate. ‘This weakness can be corrected 
when the bill reaches the House, for its 


. passage is only a prelude to the many fran- 


chise struggles ahead, 

At present there is a growing conviction 
among progressive groups supporting legis- 
lation to extend the franchise (the Marcan- 
tenio anti-poll tax bill, the Lucas bill to 
keep the polls open until 9 pm in the No- 
vember 1944 elections so that war workers 
can vote, the measure to facilitate registra~ 
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a5 THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT - "WASHINGTON, D. Ce _ “ae Se . FILE No. 100-7461. 


REPORT MADE AT He ad 3 / DATE! WHEN MADE! ~ PERIODFOR. *: ‘REPORT MADEBY . : 
‘|| WHICH MADE 


B seis!) De Ca. a ical [Mie s/t ‘ROBERT W. HELD 


TITLE “ - * ae a - CHARACTER Or CASE . 
RICHARD * PSRANSTENy 3 “with iases on 
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- ab Communist Party headquarters February 27,. 19443 
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. Party, has ‘failed - ‘to: Feflegt ; any: information sononring the ower» 
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OO pers thighs: Bel noted: that “JOHN: HOWABD/LAWSON,; ‘thé yebding « 
* Soniman tse: in the. Hollywood Motion. pictire . indassty.. and who - is ‘alleged- #0. 
"direct ‘the. affairs of. the. g Harty & in that Etec tad fae ae Associate Edito 


_battobe Rational. Defense Intormant ’ 
} D.LAWSON, ‘has received: Eve information. Andicat ng: 
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oe copy of. this report: is being. ‘furnished. -to0° the ‘Phoenix es . 
wot, oY Piel ‘Division. inasich as’ reference. report. indicates: subject: is. presently | 5 


re Siding. in Tucson, . Arizona... 


#ederal Bureau of {Investigation 


United States Department of Instice 
Washington, D. C. 


RWH:¥D May 19, 19h 
Vv 100-762 


Director, F.Bel. 6 
RE: RICHARD BRANSTEN, with aliases 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


MRS. RICHARD BRANSTEN, with aliases 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Dear Sir: 


On May 15, 1944, Mr. B. F. GREENSTREET, Superintendent 
of Cleveland Park Post Office, advised that he had received a 
letter from subjects requesting him to change their address, ‘to 
their new and permanent address," of 1676 Benedict Canyon Drive, . , 
Beverly Hills, California. ‘ 

The Los Angeles Field Division is requested to verify this 
address and in the event-it is verified, to send a copy of the 
letter of verification to the Phoenix Field Division in view of 

| the fact that that field division has a lead on subject's address. 


Very truly yours 


Special egnt in tag 
GC~Los Angeles aby 
CC~Phoenix 
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“On: May 16, roa, SOUR. A. ‘Gaei sed ‘that. the* Subject’ contacted Mitzanaiy 
‘ ada, Novthive st ‘Section ‘organizer, and ‘presently working -in, the Los. Angeles © 
. County .Conmunist: ‘Party: Headquarters. while: the delegates are vat tending “the: 
«National. Convention: in:New- York’ “City and. stated that his.‘name was. SHOGIOMINGON. 
‘end.’ Requested. an ‘appointment. : Pe ELI ZABETE AGH cis organizer of the. Northwest Ba 
‘ Section. which: i : 


veuniect. stated “that, = . 
i had done -Soms : ‘teaching “in Washington, D605 
i" ana, Party- ‘einber'"; oo 
ry made reference to. “10. wetter®: +7 “thé: ‘Party. ” Subject stated that:it. would 
'  take= a few" nionths ; ‘to. 866 ° at he" ould. get: “an good: on. the: motion: piotare: shele.. : 
pas ‘apparently! Yeferring . to. some ‘employment ‘in’ theme 
‘| -that.he had. taught ‘writing for. ‘the. League of ‘Anise hcaa? Vriters;. “put; Was: “noe” ia 
ae Aveally’ able -to- teach writing. - “The Bebsaet stated, shat, he ‘ha +t x fe 
- rede ‘Gnioni sts-in- the: He Sok i coe ag) 
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if ” Seasmuch. as’ nefeitened’ report of. pd Reeas ROBERT We: "HELD. ‘at’ Seaetnctons: ae 


dated April: 22, 1944,” indic cates, the! Subject: Ys. presently: residing. in’ “Tucson, * 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 & r 


Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO. .: Director, FBI DATE: May 29, 1944 


FROM : SAC, Phoenix 


Ni or 
ie UBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, WeaeSe 
INTERNAL SECURITY — C 


i 
Reference is. made to the report of Special Agent DAVID A. 
MAC CULLOCH, dated at Los Angeles, May 23, 1944, in the above- ‘ 
captioned case, which definitely verifies the fact that the sub- 
ject is Presently residing in Los Angeles. 
In view of this information, this case is being considered 
as referred upon completion to the office of origin. 
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United States Department of Justice 
New York 7, New York 


} Dir. Nichols .......... j 


f Rix. Rosen .......-... 
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June 10, 1944 


| Rix. Rendon_.__...... 4 
Mr. Rlumford ...... | 


hw. Starke 


ee. Caftn Paras 


Director, FBI 


| RE: RICHARD BRANSTEN, a.k.a. 
| Brucé Minton 
| ° INTERNAL SECURITY-G 
Dear Sir: 
| On June 5, 1944XConfidential ‘nformant NYT-26 advised that 


during a conference between FRANCES 
Xommanist Political Association, and JOSE TELDS of thefWorkers | tibrary\ 
" Publishers, it was stated that RICHARD BRANSTEN has a new address in 
galifornia as follows: 1427 North Kings Road, Hollywood 46, Galifornia. 


_ It should be noted that RICHARD BRANSTEN, Nyunder the name of 
BRUCE MINTON hasbeen the Washington editor ial Massest an isy the 
hus band of R HAMG KENNEY well icnown author. | TN re ener ee 
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3, 1007461 fe 
ae * DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: June 13, 1944 


FROM : @gY HOPTEL, SAC WASHINGTON 


rh 
SUBJECT: PTGHARD BRANSTEN, with aliases 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C 
BUREAU FILE #10ebasee5- 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent DAVID A. 
MAC CULLOCH dated May 23, 1944 at Los Angeles, California reflecting that 
sai al presently resides at 1427 Kings Road, West Hollynood, California. 
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* memberetip in‘ Communist Party Ain“the. form.” 
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dated’ March 1, 19)ih,* transferring. “Subject.” 
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Office, , dated March 8,19), that BRUCE MINTON is'a known ‘alias of ‘the | 


es is. basitea: ‘from eebuccine epee in tie Washington Fila 
This ‘apparently. ‘therefore is eae tg, Communist Party” name, 
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eribed above 3 is’ being retained in. the- ‘Los angeles file in ‘this matter. 


As indicated: in reference. nepore. of DAVID Ay’ MaccULLOCH; 
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_° TO oe DIRECTOR DATE: duly 15, 19h 
ts FROM : SAC, Washington 


" SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN with aliases 


‘Internal Security - ¢ . 
(Bureau file 19@=iS225) 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent MARCUS M. BRIGHT 
- dated July 3, 19k, at Los Angeles, California, reflecting that subject is 
: propertly: active in cael Commins Party in that field office, 


; Accordingly, the. security index card, along with the following per~ 
_ tinent serials, is being forwarded to the Los Angeles Field Office by regis- 
- tered mail return receipt requested. — 


Report of Special Agent E. W. BURKE dated June 22, 192, at 
“Washington, D. Ce. 


- Report of Special Agent W. A. HILGENDORE tabee August 10, 192, 
at New Haven, Connecticut. 


Report of Special Agent WALTER A. HILGENDORF dated iehciey 3, 
1943, at New Haven, Connecticut. 


or 
? 


Report of Special Agent WALTER A. HILGENDORF dated February h, 
19h3 » at New Haven, Connecticut. 


; ‘ Report. of Special Agent C. C. NELSON dated November 7, 191, at 
wae _ New York City. - 


wf 


Report of Special ‘ack F. J. WHELAN dated September 30, 19h, ‘ 
New Haven, Connecticut. 


Report of Special Agent CLARENCE F. PURDY dated os 27,. 19h:1, 
at New Haven, Connecticut. ; . 


+ °. Report of Special Agent STEPHEN A. SMITH dated pase 28, 1943, 
: : at Washington, D. C. 5 


Report of Special Agent ROBERT W. HELD dated at 22, i9hh, 
at Washington, D. C.. 


CC Los Angeles (enclosures) oe ae Mail, Return Receipt ieganalaa 
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100-7461 - 
TO. : DIRECTOR DATE: July 15, 19h 
ae FROM : SAC, Washington 
f SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN with aliases 


Internal Security - C 
(Bureau file 16 


In view of the fact that subject is presently active 
in the Communist Party in the Los Angeles Field Office, this 
office is deleting him from the key figure files, 
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, : ‘WHICH MADE:. 


;_ WASHINGTON, By Os- ae RCS = [26h 
ae. as Ps Y a. ie —_— ha ie eae @ : iran | “< CHARAGTER OF CASE. : re ae ee : 
RD BRANSTEN, ith ‘dies: ‘Richard Branetong “INTERNAL, SSOURITE - - <a 


rdfbrandstein; Rashard’ brenden stoing, Seuss Beate afr oe 


en 


aah “pit or'manit’ ‘advised ‘that. -eub feat was” an tH a er party... ee 
_'. Headquarters, Indianapolis, Indiana‘ on “April 8,’ 19h at witich 
‘ye ;. tAme-recent changes in party’ policy ‘were @iséusseds. On On April-9, 
= SIghl. subject was to talk, on "the: Task. of -Commmism't before: ee. 
Brofessional:. and’a ‘£ heey ea tee 
have been, in, Spain as, correspondent: forte 
transferred from a Washington, a 


2 puresiy letter dated Jay 2, Loli 


eva 0. gy A Om Spi h 26, -Aghi; ‘the “Fndtaiianoaas ‘wisi Division: ‘advised: ‘this. : : 
“office: ‘that Genta dential Informant: IPS 1221 ‘ND advised the: ‘Indianapolis ‘Field: ace elie a 
44] Division that BRUCE | MINTON,, co correspondent. ‘for the ‘New: Massed would: be in. “Indianapolis : 
; “0n ‘April 9, 19th. “Subject, ‘was to contact ELDER ON, State: Secretary. , of. the. 2 | 
: : Communi st - Party: ‘in Indiana” ‘and; plans: were’ to- “be*made~ £0: ‘hold a” recruiting: meeting 
forthe. he intellectiatiss vand/that. subject was to give:a talk’ on bhe:-warand ° Ory 
‘role of, of, the. pavty at an. it. ‘Eb s miching. was: 260. to; be” held: ‘fox tt the pu arp ose'of / he 
 Pabeing’ cmoney_f “toh oa, Eres Saye 
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See See ¥ isos a i¢ was: learned tron’ this-isformant ‘that BRUCK 
| McNtoN ont icted the Comminist. ‘Party Headquarters-at which time. TOG EOSIN: 
at the-Party: Beaddner tare: ‘told MINTON: that. ey haa ‘planned’ for. a. meoting : of. 


“APPROVED AND 5° = : : 
ofa _S FORWARDED: eee ne nea ee eSHARG Po 0S... *,,20,NOT WRITE IN THESE-SPACES: 
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-{ the areasienal:. group: and. a Pau ‘Sapuiees on, err 95 iol. and that : 


MINTON was to talk on "the Task. of. Communisme' 


At this tine MINTON. a 
was. 


own to hava told POSTON that he” wa ‘Was being transferred from Washington 
to Wisconsing During .MINTON's contact atthe Communist ‘Party Headquarters | 


it was know that he and “ELMER. JOHNSON,: State Secretaryy. Giscupeed: the | 
J recent changes in ‘the: Commnist Party lines 


- a4 OR a caee 
~ Aor nfidential sutsmant[ ot the. ‘Indlatiagolis ma: See 
Field ES aie advised that office that MINTON's true:name is RICHARD eae ia 
BRANSON (phonetic) arid he is the ‘husband of KINNEY, author of * 9°. ~ 

"My Sister Eileen. - Both MINTON and wife. are m bers 6: 6f the Communist ist.Penty 

"and ‘RUTH HeKINNEY are well known to” THOGENE “POSTON “as as a party ty members. 


_ MINION claims to! have beon 2 in 2 Spin as a a corréepondent' £0 for + the Eas Ss - 
“WNiew. lasses," This informant algo “ad ‘advised i that 3 “MINTON ‘Was leaving acpeciee een 
“DeCe arid eventually hoped to go to. Hollywood where he will write and wa! 


make: y eonnpebions = she notion. picture: companieses | 


= “the: Los: igaaiisa Ficld Division is in possession of a iv 
“pertinent, igi ‘ ns ee ee 
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Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


a TO : Director FBI - : / DATE: September 8, 1944 
Y. f: FROM >: SAC, wes Angeles } i c 


fe suBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, with aliases/“* }\ ie 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C vy 


*h i ek This is to advise that RICHARD BRANSTEN, Subject of Los Angeles 
file #100-21354, is being placed on the key figure list in the Los Angeles 
| Field Division. ° 
pe = 4 
"RICHARD BRANSTEN is a member of Branch H of the Northwest Section, 
Lo geles County Gofamunist Political Association, is the West Coast editor 
of fen asses has been very active in lecturing before Communist Political 
Ssociation Clubs in Los Angeles. The Subject is also in close contact with | 3: 
| the leading Communist Political Association members in the movie industry - 
at Hollywood, California, He was previously on the key figure list of the 
Washington Field Divisinn prior to his recent change of residence to 1427 N. 
Kings Road, Hollywood, California. 
a 
100-2135k . 
DAM.GLL . 
ec: 100-17094,. 
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“Association. and meetings ofthis. Branch 

‘on. August, 8. and 22, 1944, were held at. . 
“his residence, . A: reception ‘for Subject : 
was. held ‘ab, his residence. 1h27 Kings" eee : 
daly, aL: LIAS whit ch wis attended’ by. teading 
griters, who .aré ‘ihenibers” of ‘the Communist: : 


_ Buti ‘Association. dine the, Nortivest™ 


Se ‘tion. - ‘Subject - is West. loons cote - “3 “ 
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> east is’ a. key. figure in the. Tos: ‘Angeles Rata Divisiine 
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! Soukee & ‘on- -August. a Loin, made v vailable. a’ “ coliplster, in : 
Eig of the members of Brarich Hof the Northwest. ‘Section,’ : 
“Tos *: ‘Angeles: Count Hy ommumist Polit ical “Association, 3 winch; *. 


Be was’ prepared: B MK YSRUSK IN; ‘Membership’ Director Q Bran ch 


‘for- ‘ELIZABETH CHS “Northwést, Section’ Orgar ize. 


List 5 inaicabed that: “Subject | as. Bi IN and‘ his 5 WES as: MER 


ils M27 Ny tangs Rod, 


x 


‘ “APPROVED AND. 
FORWARDED: =f 


SE ae 
Casa > ie 


“were: members oF this! Branchs: ae 


. & 
tithe - ad : 
bo. ge hed on m August 8 ane taper» 22, eae me i 


e hs 


L 210,-Les* eciae ae . 


ok G-2,, Los. Ts 


= 3 ‘Los: Angeles eeu 


io apace za . Bon 
an, Lb oy 3 “ye 
cual mECroy 
: 
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et: the Subjevt's Sor idomes. sareatitence of ese nactines Sondustea! on | 
Pees 8, by Special. Agent, FRED G. DUPUIS and on August 22, “19d di. by Special -. 
_ Agents: JOHN R. VICARS. aiid FRED G. URES: verified the. fact: “that these’ were ee 
aestings, of oe ene Branch. : ; ode 


: : gouirdé B. ana Soiree: ©. advised ‘thee a “peception was avranded by. ese 
_ JOHN HOWARD LAYSON 5° reported leader of ‘the Comminist: Politieal Association,- 
* Northwest" Section, and ELIZABETH LEACH;. Northwest - Section Organizer, for ~- me et 
‘the Subject and his wife dt their residence, 127 N.:Kings Road, Hollywood,” = - 
-Galifornia,: Solrce B advised on -durie 23,. AIG ‘that invitations’ were sent... 2 
» to- approximately. LO ‘individuals » most of whom were ‘weiters in. the movie | 4 
” Zadastry’” and. qaembers of -the. Northwest. Section. Los Angeles: County... Communist ” 
- Political ‘Association. ‘Source’ B advised that these ‘Last were’. -sent ‘oube 
over “the signature | of..JOHN HONARD- ‘LAWSON. and furnished the; following’ aS: ‘the’ a er 
invitation , senb ‘for’ this: ‘meeting: as stated. by ELIZABETH. LEAD to: ‘JOHN: HOWARD ea Sa, aie 
“RAWSON: Tt gives.me great.pLleaswre to announce that BRUCE MINTO and RUTH yp tS 
“MCKENNEY, vtwo. of the ‘editors: of tlie New Masses: shave ‘recently. arrived:in. wet pra 
Hollywood’ and plan. to mike’ +heir ‘permanent hone.’ ‘Here.. Me, MINTON will act | - 
_as the -dditorial representative of’ the. magazine : -in- Hollywood, and has. alveedy 
“begun to. gather waterial for; publication. in‘ the magazine’, * The editorial: Pe eee 
board. of. the magazine “is very much interested.in this material. because of-. ee : 
_ the: growing ‘impor'tance, sof Hollywood: aS &, national cultural center. th. the. - d 
fields of carts music “and. the motion ‘pictures: Nou. are cordially. invited 10. ie me 
meeb: Miss. HcKENNEY and Tir. MINTON. at ‘an informal: gathering to be held’on: ~~ a a oo 
-f-- Saburday afternoons: July! 1; at 2: Pills. at “Lh27 Ne, Kings Road, ‘to ‘discuss wibh, reat 
wake » them ‘the aie of material. you would. Like to, see in. the New Masses." ees 
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As i ‘purvellishos of ‘this’ ‘néebing: ocnducted by. special, “Agorits. ROBERT. 
a. at _-HOLBEAN,- J ‘OHN- RS VIGARS, and ‘the writer, tesulted in identifying OHM HO! TARD he pe 
. LAWSONS! ‘ROBERT ‘ROSSEN,. “EDVARD “BIBERMAN, » ROBERT -LEES..and WITHA SOLGYON, all . : oe “3 
“ Peportéd- tembers "of the. Northwest, Sedhtor af he ios’ Angeles: oe Count st - ; - 
_ Political. Association.’ we one Ry ren ‘ een 


rn "ercamarase S° tytn 52 Singh. ste 


Sean: very: active in making lectures before Coitmunist Political Association 7 
‘Clubs in Los: Angeles. and also’has been, considered ‘as a-lecturer: for ‘the : 
| Tos. Angeles Gounty Comin’ st, Politieal. Association Workers ts School. 


ts oe r “Information “furnished « Souncés ae D a E se ondee that Ys Sabreue has. 


ae ‘Tntornation tuinished by ‘thése ‘sources indiéatea the subject ‘is. ae: 

: bea ‘regarded, ‘by ‘the Leaders of the Los: Ang geles' “Gonna st Political oe oot Rac ane 
pmBeORtatL On for his ability: as a Tecturers > We ie Gy S ceaeee ae 43/4 Xe ae pe Care 

; : “Tn ‘the guy Ue Lotte dséue’ of the peohieta’ ‘orla, ‘weported ‘Conninist : 
Political Association aii: ote on the, Hert: eae 7 ‘an peecee appeared Set ; 
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fen, os {Rambling atotind: Tos. ‘Angelestt, “this avticie4 is written _ HRY. sanz: ‘sna 
- } contained the following note: 

Roe seresn priting for Paramount , reputed. to oe an idea a minute. .s~.}life, ae 

i ‘Huth Pee, esa at. ares Meee od e ‘id eh ee , 


‘= | The People's. orld issue’ “dated, augast ‘12, 19hbey srigber ‘the peiene? 2 
- articles - "Hear ‘BRUCE MINTON in ‘the. ‘first of four-lectures on problems.facing ~.* 
|| the postwar. world ;: Rudacle Studio, . 7213, Beverly ° Boulevard, August: ‘Hey a ; 
ma of aoe ene Club. Serde s- papkete. Sly 205, ao adati ssifon BGM o-. ae ee es 


ae: aa “On: a 1, 19k. & Peaplets. orld carried an Seticis entitled’ 
‘tNew. Hassest ~ MSTNTON talks. tonight in los Angeles, The article was dated... 


: -- August, 6 and eontinued as follows: |, ALT ‘there be. jobs. ‘in the’ “postwar world?. , 

‘} « WELL there .be a. ‘permanent peace? - BRUCE WINTON, newly arrived West: Coast “x 

eit editor. ‘of the New Masses will answer: sbhesé- questions |, cand. present a ‘blueprint - 

- for a New America in a New World Tomorrow; Monday at, 8 PM... at. the - Eého Park . 

{ ‘Women! s, Club, 1004° Heho- ‘Park’ Avenues . The meeting ‘is. ‘the first: of” four Sponsored . 

‘ by the Echo Park: and Westlake Clubs: ‘of: the Communist Political ASsociation: 
with prominent speak ers whose topics are based on Earl Browder's "Teheran, | 

7 Our’, ‘Path’ din War and. Peacet!,: ’ Minton’ will | - show" ‘how. America, j united. in: peace 

. fas it. has been in War ‘cam reach ever ‘greater. production records. and, increased 

. i} economic security - thr qugh world cooperation’ as outlined by': the: inaijor": countries’ 

e Bice the Teheran decision. : t 

wail Lake ‘on, the War ‘and bhe-. pence". tig ay ee ee 


a “On aaguae: hs Loh, in the. ‘pébphe 's ‘owla! Assue ae hab: dats appeared. 
aes “fan antiouncement’ quoted ‘as. follows’. - Hear’ Bruce: Maintori,. Test Coast. ‘Editor, — 
j_{ New Masses,. ‘speak..on."A new “America: -in-a hes World", Monday 5 ‘August 75.8 ae = 

ae oe 100}, Echo. Park Avenue, ‘first in a:series.of four: ‘Lectures. ‘Admission ‘for ‘the. 
‘+ series. $1. 205° including ‘tans. Single Lectures: pte _ Auspicies: Of, Hohe. Park © 


- ‘and Mestlake. Cubs, CPA. Se Rte ee ee 
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ae hae A throwaway" adver atne ce subjects: bat es he. ons. Park: 
a Womens. “Club was obtained; ‘hich is. entitled ‘as ‘follows: , ‘BRUCE HINTON, wells: 

| known commentator. on world: events 4n his column "atch on the. Potomac’ 2 West. .: 
‘Coast. Editor of New Hasses ;- WLLL discuss A. New America in-a.New World, : bs 

‘Monday, « August: 7, at. 8: ‘P.M. Echo Park. Fjomén' s ‘Club, 100k, Echo: Park Avenue st, eae 

'- This throw-away: indicated Lb: ws-issued by the Bcho Park /and‘ the Heslake - ‘ 

caudal oe fee Comiuni st, Political Association | of hos: Angeles, — e 


‘the. ‘Subject! s ‘ballie: a the. icho: Park Goien's: Club. was. ocener’ byw! 


, Psocon ¥ F ie eueraded: the lecture given by t Ene ‘Subject on’ Aa wer » oe 7, * oe 7 
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- "Bruce Minton, New Masses’ Test: Coast editor i< | - . 


-He will also . show. the’ effect o oe: ‘elections. es — 
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mae “6 the world is-to be ce 
-" the various political elements of the United States, England and Russia ~ 
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4 -club wneebing and ‘stated? 

_MCINTON ‘as_ the first.in a series of four was tremendously .successful’ arid: 
“one which no orte:could afford to miss. 
’ -of a thorough’ understanding of the forcés which lead up to and are now’ 
operative during this Wart. 
> world, surely. Hot want to. miss any. ‘of the: emaining three lectures: of. 
aenich ,, according, to the "thvow-away"..are.to be: given ae pay 4 
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: ac ‘hey free attitude _among- “themselves and the. Soviet. Union. 

| OxGommuni sts in: this 3 country must be one OE. cooperatiic 
oe » CSRASSERTE Ss “among “the people “towards a more liberal” “form of capitalism. : 

= That because » We are Marxists” and’ believe in‘socialisn 6 Our position must b 

i" x ie that of educating and leading the masses, that ‘the wa jority ‘of. the people 
ae. \ Bey lack under sanding, ‘politically and are: not. yet ready. for Communi sm.” 
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; CHdarmda- of the West Coast Communist Club, advising, of- the’ ext regular ~ ae 20S 


ited States. and Great Britain were in a stronger ‘position than at. 
ffhe capitalistic system can and will. be able to enjoy for some ia an ; 
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gh..2 surveillance ‘by’ Special 


26° a or ‘Of ‘the Buis nee, Branch & aM 
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‘. wésidence, 127 orth Wings Road. 
the £ olLoving * individvals:. 


* Cars’ observed,’ durin, this surveillance 
TRYING As BLOCK, HOWARD We! 


“The. following cars werd. observed. to already be. 


hc hate oz cies 


cout, and FRANCES ex UNRED. | 
7 “pared: ‘in ‘the wieinity. of. the subject's residerice ‘at, the “time ithe. Suevel lance Se ae 
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Wie crisis. and: its’ ‘implications; “B re~evaluation. of. the* first and, ‘second. ew a 
'. “Deal Administration’ and a integration of ‘the. lacie Administration: mio 
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Confidential id fordiant 2 member of the CPA, ade “avallatite 
information: concerning a speech by the subject a o Park Women's Club, Los 


Angeles, California, on August 7; L9bs During the course of this speech the subject 
stated: "The capitalistic’ system can and will ‘be able to enjoy for some length of time 
ar era of prosperity just so long as they maintain. 4. cooperative arid free” ‘abtitude 
among themselves and the Soviet Union. The position of the Communists in this ‘country 
“must be one of cooperation with capitalists and leadership among the people towards 
“amore liberal. form of capitalism. . That because we are Marxists and believe in 
'* “ s6eialisn our position must be that of educating and leading’ the masses, that the 
_ Majority of the i a lack understanding politically and are not yet ready mia 
Communism." 
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 dohn Edgar Hoover, Dizactor, Vedoral turean of Investigation: , 2 


RICH panm oae AuS?EN, “was; 
THELIAL pee cg. 


ws 


es Reference is made to ‘the Burean. teletype of arch 21, 1945 to “the tos. 
_ <if snpelee Field Office instructing thet office te conduct art activa investigation” 
into the Associat ag and Bet tivities OE the has kaa 


- ‘Reference ig aiss made ‘bo the report of Special Agent? Baber: i. Sooper _ 

“3 dated at Washington, Ds G., Septexber 23, 1944, entitled “Seynomptakat, wa; : 

- Internal Sacerlty ~ cH, a copy of which was furnished the Los. Angeles Ofeice by 
“the Washington Office Yor. infornation, which reflects that gton Tield pee 


Gffice recaived information from ite -Genfidential. Infordant o the effect 


. that Richard Bransten is: planning to write a book on the Life of Lorbert{ Hdover ” 
and to this end bas amvloyed one Seysiour ‘Saket to do research work on material. : 
concerning tha formar. President of tho United States. It ig reported that Bake’ . 
_ 4s te receive the sum of [6,000 for his work and ie also ta have His name appear. . 
’ in the bool: as being in charge of the réaeaxch wevlt. Bakat allegedly has been 
doing research work “in this connecbion at-the library of Gongress in Washington, 
D. G. Ue ie reportedly. Executive decretary of the inerioun Youth fox Denooracy” 
a tho istrict pi Columbine : a 
. Confidential een pea the ‘ostington Poeld ‘Obttes reported 
that after Bakst completes the research work in-Vashington, De G., he expects to 
be on the Host Goas t. worked vag on the saue prajacte . 7 


“Tha Barats desives that “the, Washington iferd ert od aaa | ascertain, 
4£ possible, whether or not Geynour Pakst ig still engared in the above research © 
project and the progress which he has made in gonnedtion theravith, Tt should be 

+ agcertained whether or nobshe is sti2l in Washington, b G or has penta for 
-. bhe Test Coast in necordnnes with previous plang, : . . & om 
. RECORDED » : ; Je 
attorta aieald be nade to. ascertain. wheltier Lakst hag. 4 ban} ing accom A 
ond, if.so, disereet. aiforts Should. be aide SANDBaainin [oh j % 
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. COVEr. : 
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ages = 0nd to lye contritaied. hate her receipts to CBiy si; - 
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eee ae one 2 Der feet wribing: ear fel ans. SRE oe aie beanie ve 
R Cys * eee poe tier : er aes 


“Ite ‘Regiobren ante ness yt 2e. Panay eee sponte petiiets 
“he mpried RIM EO REURET: “BAIT ae oy titted, Conn. He Ine throes ~ 
aS Mae children, “brio of Whont, Aine. ee hatte “ie, ae te Helse at. “ 
vos 4 dake euecu: groupe mee: 
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- “Past 12 mnths G4944.2 ee 
cae AE afi aa 

$13264,635. © 


o . ‘i x 0 SAE SCNT wie a 
BM ae B22 Honehs 


s The sthtoa ims he ‘gon fon. his stop 
pac es DAAISTEN, from. whom, Sidject: Ls. discoreed: “amd thie: gon rer 
with the subiect-of this file daring The suaney. gonthd, “Wie: remainder oe 
the tine. with LOUIE BAMSTAN ab 2626. Green Sts: San Brancisco Bee a 
Ober, + melaties: sted. ay: SEMSTEE axe, co Poors: ee 


ite ee “BOE amex RRAISTSH, riother, ‘age! 05; adress. Bais. Heads © 

a, Bay, Sar Yraneisco, Calif. : dye” 
A: DIRE, Sister, age 335 ‘address RS. Peninsula 

Bey Daphne ‘Bedths: Flas : es 2 


a. roustiant nas dhad, ‘He's yids Suan re an 
< phoyad as A wrdtter whose earnings wers: panties ae = gee ae 
\ “exploment Tas. refigeted as ‘$i he Bae Be “Listed above. a ee ie? 


eee Farongh eorrespandenes ‘gubjeck: aavised he was shoving ‘fron hte Age 
asideree' address. in- Washington D.C. bub eouta he. teanked at wis pEtiegs eee eee 
a2; bat Be. ae ee ashe . me ee me : cae Bes Se wet 


Yeap. ‘Hmesnints shesdveteued a déissbet his ‘heme ‘pilévoos daa bein ea a 
8 3508: Gomme. AvBsg aly: Mash. 3 Debex. Tol. Moodley: 1966... ce 
B/S thhe sparen carpospendeies. adiiséa She. ‘poard: ‘want ‘his ies: delving 2 was oh 

y DBs: ‘permiment ly 6n-3/20/42 and seule: 6 travelling for: Sppreseima Gey: pix 
yoolks ‘bhercadibars He stated he could bs xeached during he Goons: OE: this 
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ere "bi HE. Egneiiet, eagin Pee “Benrly. Lee octal ae Crestview 
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. “Hey Hel Lyiveed, 465 Gade... our 2 - — eon 
~ les This | Gerrespeideliey he stated tint dug t0- the Tantlord ‘athe be ra 


i not ‘kaon: able te. Ova: ante Beverke: ELMs-}.. 


[ii ana nortesponiéned ganged ba a 
is a ; Dae a: 


si Seandity deg he lente.  Hethe a Boreo be 

WS Gnome ss him as a: Sorner. nembos oe be ei menioare Natok ‘ee. the t : 

‘and adbivg an the League. far. Peace and Denotedey and ‘the Tega Agiinst war. 

sud Fageisns . The. informant’. staidd that PORE LG fxd formeriy hold study. 

“grou. mobings aibh menbers of ihe GY 2h her hens dn Mostnarh, Banitis.« “ he is 

‘ peparted, to Taye sold a dtboey ehbitted Wagoint aie she rocenbhy eoplieted= 

| fot a Piowe of apntioxinately Uanodo.. Thee informant’ yas umble to stato As. 

» Bo. aed ig natbontdedty. pF the ro salsa apcints. ‘hinreyet, advised thas Mes: Dane : 
ee 4 (alky tad staked a Lah Whitever: AMEE, Teh ees 


Ms ge a ne, 
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ree es 2 sabonsba 2 vow. Shan Santora See “Yeeteas ear eatoets-Gos 46 ‘che Fait ey “diy ‘tha 
Yast, stould undoubbedly have ccntriltivted Iealf the roealpts tron this shery 
“te tho Party. -She Jag heen: reported tothe informant as leiving’xecentiy \ oo” 
; been 32. Calitoenda ond sgttber: Ley Seen eens ad Mexics Ae on 03 vo otuined 


nee “ube hited ae eee weinion a ‘sapctia’6 to cae nae 

“2% WEG in the area of Norwalk, Come; hovaver, wis unabio ‘to Erbil oi 
Specific information Jn that regard. . Both arty, BOeeTae Knom bathe a 
ant: Shona rapatation antong, Resrtgy xanbbprs< 6 hel Apel members, of ti CO. 
Rise: putes: oe the: Yea ‘Haveti Fieta: Btriaiioa yetiges. Shab we pit 28 farwarded. : 
frequently to. WEIBY dnd Q0K0E BEERS; Geist. NIL Rdsy' Norwe ly Cone, Seon’ a 
Jhe address of 450 8. Bristol Ayiey (Zs Herth Wy Te oe, fnpoless Gatley t ‘he a 

— Heved 46: be: the. ‘ptesont, adarons ‘Bs. stirems a See eines 22 


"Meg © som Sopieesvanty, ‘Personnel, OEetae:. at ‘the’ ‘Gensiel, Elastane: ‘Ops ne, a 
»: Conn ies advised that PRPOTE SYRES, wads a Seeroy ts coms 
nd. stated In har Application: Shay? sie: had ‘een ete 
‘gplayes as a Boake be Bos.” RICHARD BOATING “ Baston. Rds y edbponks: Gon. dar 
dng tho ported, 1939- $1941. Tb te of ntberesh to° note shat HAG Poy SLES 
ES: She. subject. ag at ‘soparate ‘dvvistigsbion, in ‘the ie Haven Field Sbvdpi cy 
vis. a, Negress, ‘and is' ong of the” mest peouingnt: Memioes active tin the 2k 
in the. les Shion eld. Diriateo2 end penpligred © to. beg Si, oF “the: sd Saat. 
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Sertal Removal Charge Out- _ : jf * 
* National Security Electronic suve@ File : 
4-674 (Rev. 7-18-73) P : 


Subject RICHARD BRANSTEN 


This serial, the original memorandum from the FBI to the 
Attorney General dated 4/4/45 _.» which was 
returned to the Bureau signed by the Attorney General 
authorizing FBI.to conduct electronic surveillance, has 
been permanently removed for retention in the National 
Security Electronic Surveillance File per memorandum T. J. 
Smith to Mr. E. S. Miller dated 7-13-73. See 62-115687-1 
for details and where maintained. ; 
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U ae arg ey 
“yy WBSH FROM LOSA 915 15° «7:51 p oe CEP EME 
SIRECTOR URGENT TENT 


Sede mec: WAS, IS ~ Ce. REURTEL APRIL 15-6 TECHIRICAL INFORMA- 
TION FOR INSTALLATION REQUESTED APRIL 5 LAST FROM ASSOSAATED TELE- 
PHONE COMPANY, LIMITED OBTAINED APRIL 6 LAST ANID SURVEY MADE TO DETER- 
MINE LOCATION FOR CONNECTION OFFERING MOST SECURITY. ON APRIL 7 LAST, 
A SATURDAY, MEDIUM QUALITY NON EQUALIZED SOUND CHANNEL ORDERED THROUGH 
SOUTHERH CALIF. TELEPHONE COMPANY TO GRIGINATE {N THE ASSOCIATED TELE- 
PHONE. .COMPANY, LIMITED TERRI FORY AND TERMINATE AT THE LOS ANGELES 
CENTRAL PLANT. UN abELL TT AT 11:50 Atl, THE OTE EAL LE 9 vee 
COMPANY ADVISED. CHANMEL WAS. GONBLETED allt. THE US STALLATLON COMP. 
ARQUED 4:00 PMs SAME DA oma 
THAL 0 UAY DELAY, RESULTED. FROM vl 
A TELEPHONE. SE LQCULT AHL CH GGULD LE. USED Fur HUB _CHANHEL 
HOOD 
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| GOPIES DEST ors p a pay zs 
OYED e ae os PR Py ws x 2104, 5 ag 
29 FEB 15 1974 ¢ | 


; | 7 ae ; 


tf the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's coding systems, 
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Loot wih abtends Glaseg bold by fhe Commies” 
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> ah othow Purigttonc of the Coaminiad Polttical | 
~ Anssetattony and 4a detiys tn the obtataing of. 
- edbwordptiong and inthe distribution of “the. 
' Dedly Workers” . Subject haw RokAdig Reom yak .. 
ib. the: Tibrany of Conaries and apente sé “‘gortdoni: 
of-cach day there doing veseatok work'on wateria'- 
Soomsemning: bilmgat Fonetilenk af the United. Staten.» 
. ERBEGEE HOSVER, “Subj ue % epported tobe gathering. 


Ogata on: = Ment Caan; ‘th ieee a with, 
BEANO wrbting of w book on the Lire ar. 
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| fontidentiel. Serbia Rud, stertned thet the aubdect #6222 sontion 
&t 1800 Boek Etovens Deivo, Be Wey Aperiaunt ok, ant theb the mibjedt bee 
so wayalardty 45 She owes he comin and owe feos hin wonddente. Thin dine 
formant stated thet the miojeot te nxt engeged. In nog regular miployaend 
po requires hin isaying bis rastienes recaleriy, abit ‘tho mubiech har. 
‘the icformink thet be fe presently enploged by  RXCHAAD SRARERCH on 
Na cap Rasat sod. thats the subdentin foo with tite coves de to matin ine 
forentlon which wild. porait BUALSITS 5 wrdte the Rock tn wate he fe date 
pated, Chie tcformant adviesd that he dose not know the exact vata ea 
the title of the pexiposed both, bub boos thet the adbzeh epenie i omelder~. 
«BBG ouont GP tine ah the iiteaor of Congress. gashenine matopied feat thts 
Wack. He cles minted thet the esbjact, widie a6 titi meghlonce, co a 
iaeee sus} oF reading wrt tysire s wht nde sat the Jatormsnt, tes 
. eelabive to the wok ter ity TOAD, The Aeforemaast wielend thet tur Hac 
ae Initestics of the abieck se gropeeed pay ot inaving 4 thy Sietrich of 
Golushis and song te Dow Angelee to work foo His BRUCE ae the eubiect 
ae utder deanu for Hin apertaent al thet thie Leone acon — ee aed, 
the Pali, of 155. 


| Sonteeuntten. Tofsrmeoh 2-8 pbirkeed ho welker that tha aubgeot 
. odenpler Seeding oom (ok at the Rabeety of Cacrene and that he epende | 
acme portion, oF ee0k oe tay ts: Mahe Reatiins Koon deice ese moxk cf renserch 
work. Tir dnforennt tated thet crentiosliy 221 the bose thet the eeptecs 
tow da thie Roediog Deoty Or how veguested fean the itteary, BYe Bike with 
Snformaticn ioucercing Foceex Dyasiderd, er the United Piotew EEGs Fe rs Ea PVE y 
thie tefomant abvleed that tle mubjuch dam boon cheered ap recent a8 
-" Aged. 19, 1Gko, aueupying thie Peading Sao, Oheve wea co fofermetion syatie. 
Bele. oe rex semtrlebionn Bverting the Zenzth of tine thie edbject con retain 
| thin Beatiios Roma Gk, exeph thet Be mast cocupy £5 Preqnontly anh ghow a 
yeuton vie £0 de recsauery fou hin +5 uee the prhyate Reading Hoo aise ‘hon 
the mada Readleg Roots 


80 said 


* Sontttentsn ree aay whons tdendity da known t3 the ai 
Garaou, advan. that on Fobroary 5, 1905, the aubjock attended. « tesdershtp 
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| émepedation ty ths Divine of Columbin ned expressed he opiedin thet: the - 
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/ RICHARSBRANSTEN, with aliases — 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~-G =: 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent Hugh U. 


1s MoCullough, dated April 12, 1945, at Washington, U. G., entitled 
e _ . 'Seymour Bakst, with alias, Internal Security ~ 6", setting out infor- 
nation relative to Bakst's cooperation with Richard Bransten in the 


States Herbert Hoover, as well as information relating: te the activities 
of Bakst in the Communist: Political Association. 7 


ae It is desired that in the future reports dealing ‘with Bakst's 
employment with Richard Bransten be captioned in the case entitled 
. “Richard Bransten, with aliases, Internal secs ie cr, ain sbich fr ee 
. Las Angeles ls the office of origin. 


Reports dealing with Bakst's ‘GRA activities should, of course, . ; 
agi to be captioned "Seymour Bakst, with alias, Internal, Begun ty 
- ae CHE 
. The Bureat demieee that the investigation relative to ‘paket 'g 
eooperation with Bransten on the Hoover book be very closely followed | 
and be given preferred and expeditious attention, and that. the Bureau 
be advined, hina ak of all ba pelea aes aa 2 Tae 


~ 


ccs nie Angeles. oe Py pee 
y . Rp : 4a : 
RD & 
OS gh FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
: eS... Jf | APR 25. 1945 
: , Haale’ oF US. beParemenf be JUSTICE 
ge . seeoUTe BOOP 
: rere NS SECTION, 1S S# We 7 i 
~ Er. Tolgon ] : ae ; 
(EPs be Ay TH eed ED RS : " 
EH 1. las pee one 
Ee ve ito zz “APR 2A hia Wwe Les fs. an 
x parson____- i rat siiean ‘OF tReeriearte’ : ee : 
Mee oo = rf Dis habeas SST OF WHC - = 


1000-80068 *= os -_ Rg . | 
. -. _ April 24, 1945. 


preparation of a book conterning the life of former President of the United 


| 


sendes EL, viet iinie men icioonies . deistasitierag: Myakioe 


ae vnemagenllee elena tee a ented cate ae FS 


* 


Ry, * ae S eo * BP Can SS hoe eh Gee a Pare mh BAL sat aE Te 
Bre pen etal cbf net vt aati Sele lt nt ats «ideale wilt entitle Eh wie ened awetl ate on 
ror eal : 
. 


ay 


Pole cane are 4 
| sii NOR Se 


aro ae ave ores aes) 
M3. 
3 
Is 
1 “” 


IN 


= | ; ; 72658 : 


-cause of the very confidential nature of the informant through whom much of 


". having been written March 31, 1915, postmarked April 11, 195, the frank on 


oh 
1% 
ae 
om 
Fs, 


1 gir oy rye DECLASSIFICAT 


PETE f1- Ages & 


ge Viento pee ber : MAS B Sto, Me Be 


“Se Fo This voting business is not all that meets the eye of the press.readers, 


“ . md pow 
capa & 2 0b Bees he i. 
A WAY sad ARES ve P7i *f Be pe 


as pees 


— - t - ae BUY 
’ = of Investiga sisted 1 Be 
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; Los Angeles 13, California ec 
April 19, 195 CONFYRENTIAL 


REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO 


Director, FBI 


O) 
Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, with aitesee: : 
SECURITY ~ C. Ms 
Bureau File No. 1060-13255. | 
Dear Sirs Ba | 
Peas nencoume | 
Reference is made to the report of Special Agent FRED- Gx DOPUIS, 
dated April 19, 1945, at Los Angeles, California, five. copies of which are 
attached. Copies of this report have not been sent to outside agencies, be- 


the information contained therein was secured. 
Quoted below is a letter received by RICHARD BRANSTEN on Pee 16, 
1945, which has been made available to the Los Angeles Office, the letter 


the envelope being "Foreign Economic Administration, Office of Lend Lease 
aaa: eye D. Ce! The letter is as follows: 
aathh 
Lark EPS 


Dear Richard, 


Washington is all agog over 3 yotes for the USSR and Moscow dauttice to Engst 
seat Poland at S. Fe The HOOVER crowd will, of course, support Argentina at 
Someone gave the story to ANDREWS of Herald-T and that someone has a V among his hs 
initials, If Argentina muscles into S. F. as a United Nation, I doubt whether - 7 
GROMYKE will attend. In 2 word things aren ayeryehot ‘and there may be more than - 
one set of burned fingers eforagssnee 5 is forcéd to Burraneer: PvE G. Fe 


Bw pore / & = LOE f- 

"There is a slight chance of my puscsell ge Ee al CO peeh_ progoséd 
to FDR by a friend who is a friend of FDR's. He is “how. j ponsidert ng proposal. 
MARY JANE and I have. learned many things in our 5 years hére°Apdi/one is not 

to get excited ovér this possibility. There is a real job done in L¢ and ; 
we would tackle same with gusto, though we knopw it would mE Sneny headaches in ~ : 
the begining, -¥ig do not think there would be any concerted opposition to the i 
nominatione: I Would have: to run the gamut of the Senatorial LC Committee which ¢ 
includes BILBR and HCKELLAR, hence we have to be prepared for como oe 


WNARY, JANE and x gave a socked party for WAYNE’ id i CY and wiveso f 
We _hadeabout 125 at the festivities and everyone “seemed to ha¥e'a fine time, ; 


4 S copms pestroxED_in =f 78F 2 
% God ap "AH ts a f 
ohh : ar pe of i 
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Director > FBI ‘ ° April 19, 19h5 


Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, with aliases; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - Ge 


"This seemed to be an excellent time to build up a little ‘hill! backinge Sena- 
tor MURRAY was present and met HUGH which was important. MORSE is doing well 
though he is being’ subjected to terrific pressures. HUGH is doing a superb job 
and a ea (ox/SELLES) makes a wonderful secretary. 


The at time we were (by) GREG we saw the pictures of your children. Time , 
flies and kids grow. GREG et al are fine. G. is holding down a very hot seat 

in Procurement where all kinds of critical judgment are necessary. He will 
probably have to appear at many different Congressional hearings in thé near future 
or until surplus property is disposed of, : 


NADAM will be missed and I imagine he will miss some things about Washington. 
One cannot stay too long in one spot without losing his perspective, Events 

on the European front are moving at a terrific clip. HITLER et al will hold out 
as long as possible regardless of human losses. Real organized resistance on 
the part of the Nazis persists only in the East and South. 


"nIt was too bad that FDR did not slap BIDDLE down before the BRIDGES! Case was 
heard. With only 8 justices sitting it is going to be a tough battle to wine 
We attended a dinner last night given in honor of Justice BLACK. Part of the 
entertainment was a bed-time story which gently chided FRANKFURTER and JACKSON 
for their backsliding in recent years. It was a great ‘liberal! gathering, in- 
cluding WALLACE, ICKES, Mrs. Re MacLEISH, PHILIP Y, DAYMTOBIN, and haindreds a= 
_ of others. VINSON gave the main eulogy. There is a disturbing rumor that 
’ GROWLEY will succeed VINSON as head of RFC. This would be a real blow. 


ie hope you are feeling spiritually improved. Our love ‘to you alle 


eth bas 
ths ever - pholip if Kee / 
+ ~yincus. ( 
It is believed the LC Committee oe to is possibly the jit ibrary 
of Congress. Sommittes, and investigation to identify the writer thereof; namely, 


ANGUS, is not being requested, since he apparently is a Goverrment employee : 
and, further, because his identity may be el to the Bureau, 


A copy of this letter is directed to the Washington Field Office for its 


, Director, FBI April 19, 1945 


Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, with aliases; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - Co 


information and possible assistance in connection with investigation of 
SEYMOUR+BAKST, who may be a friend of "ANGUS", since BAKST is doing re- 
search Work at the Library of Congress, a position "ANGUS" apparently aspires 
to, and also because RICHARD BRANSTEN is a mutual friend of these two in~ 
dividuals. Two copies of the report of Special Agent DUPUIS are being en~ 
closed with Washington Field's copy of this letter. 


Very truly yours, 


R. B. HOOD 
SAC 


FGD:BHM 

100~2135h, 

Enclosure (5) 

cc Washington Field (Encl, — 2) 


ATR MAIL, SPECIAL DELIVERY 


. 


Form No.1 
‘THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


REPORT MADE AT 


LOS ANGELES 


THLE 


RICHARD BRANSTEN, with aliases 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


Ui 
A 


ra A 


SPOATION CONTA 


One 


jie 


5 } 


TEED se 


ea 
~ Washington Field 

1 - New York (information) 

1 ~ San Francisco (information) 

3 - Los Angeles 
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COPIES DES 
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wr THIS REPORT 


a i FILE No. 100~2135h 
DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 
4/19/45 3/29,30,31;| FRED G. DUPUIS BHM 


1h 16/ne - CHARACTER OF CASE 
’ e 
INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 


Subject is writing a book, about ex-President HERBERTMHOOVER, and 
has conferred with DORTSPSCHNETDER , of Harcourt’ Brad and Company), 
publishers, NYC, regarding it, and has been requested to prépare. 
a 1700-word article on HOOVER for the "Dajly worker." Also, he 
has recently conferred with JOHN HOWARD/LAWSON regarding the. dan 
ger of a newly-formedsfeclaration of Interdependence Organiza~ 
tion," headed by WELL AORN, which subject and LAWSON’ feel HER- 
BERT HOOVER is assoGiated with. Subject and his wife, RUTH 


JMCKENNEY,, have been accredited by the State Department to répre- 
sent /New Masses" magazine at the/United Nations Conference, 


subject has been in touch with ABE} GIL, Associate Editor: of 
"New Masses" in NYC, who has conférred with JOHN¢WILLIAMSON, ~ 
National Secretary of jthe CPA, regarding subjeét's assignment. 
Regarding his United Nations Conference assignment, subject has 
been advised by GRACE“GRAUNEH that contacts she has within the 
Chinese delegation Will be available to him; also that he may 
expect to see, Madam ANDREJ/VIOLLIS and Madam ETIENETTB-VELOIS, 
Communist members o% the French Journalist delegation,’ in this 
country at the conference. - HA&KQN/CHEVALIER, a member of the 
French delegation so the conferenée, recently visited the sub- 
ject. The subject on April 7 met with known Communists in Los 
Angeles regarding 'New Masses" magazine, His income for 19h 
is estimated to have been approximately $0,000, and he is said 
to have recently Sold two motion picture stories for 25,000 
apiece. He is scheduled to be a featured speaker at a meeting 
of the 59th 4D CPA Club in Los angeles on April 20, 195. 


sche@ulled to begin at San wath hase, 25, In this regara, 
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_the conference. ‘The subject also advised the informant that he- intended to 


this visit was connected with the publication of the book, 


. Subject and his wife had some good background and colorful information?) regard~ 


Bureau File No. 100=13256, | : 


Letter from the Bureau 2/29/))5, 
Report of Special Agent FRED G. DUPUIS, io 
Los Angeles, 3/31/h5. 
Two letters to the Bureau from Los- Angeles )/7/5. 


DETAILS: AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: f 


The subject is considered a key figure in CPA 


‘ 


activity in the Los Angeles area, 


INFORMATION REGARDING 
BOOK SUBJECT IS WRITING 
ON HERBERT HOOVER: 


On March 29, 1915, the subject, RICHARD BRANSTEN, dis- 
cussed with Informant T~1 a book he is writing regarding ex-President HERBERT 
HOOVER, stating that he had conferred with DORIS SCHNEIDER of Harcourt Brace 
and Company, publishers, 383 Madison avenue, Néw York City, regarding it and 
that SCHNEIDER was quite interested in the progress he was making and had asked 
him to keep her advised regarding it, The subject stated he had told DORIS ‘ 
SCHNEIDER that the United Nationa Conference, scheduled for april 25, at San 
Francisco, California, would have a bearing on the story, which the informant 
took to mean that in any event the book would not be completed until after 


travel east this coming fall, but informant could not state definitely that 


_ On another occasion, subject advised Informant T+l 

that ALAN C.,COLLINS, President of Curtis Brown, Ltd., 347 Madison Avenue, e 
New York City, was a close personal friend of the subjedt and his wife, RUTH _,’ 
McKENNEY. Subject stated he and his wife had had several interesting dis- 
cussions with ALAN COLLINS. and considered him a close personal frieni, COLLINS v 
frequently having referred to RUTH McKENNEY as his favorite client, . Subject 

stated that when he told COLLINS about his proposed trip to San Franciisco to 

attend the United Nations Conference y COLLINS had made the comment thet he 
thought it was a very good idea, only in his frank opinion he thought ithat if _ -— re ie 


ing the. conference, he, COLLINS, "would hate to see it wasted on the dasert : 
air of the New. Masses.'!" ~The subject told the informant that coming from . 4am 
anyone else, he would feel offended by such a remark, but stated that i+ wast 
understandable why COLLINS would make such a statement, inasmuch as COLLINS o 
liked to refer to himself as "a guy who is called a reactionary in the liberal Im 
circles of New York and a Red in the conservative circles of Philadelphia. 


\ 


Informant advised that from her conversation with 


o ; ~2= 
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RICHARD BRANSTEN, it was apparent that BRANSTEN and his. wifeShad’ discussed 
with COLLINS their personal feelings on th:jngs' political, sociath, economic and.- . 
the COMMUNIST PARTY line. Informant stateii that the subject had mentioned 

that COLLINS’ had mentioned a mutual friend,, HENRY HART, and regarding him had 

said that he, COLLINS, did not think HART ‘vas ever actually a member of the 
“Party, but that at a recent luncheon meeting with him, HART had stated that 

he: had "seen the light! Ps Ss 


he ee agers 4 : 

‘ &ccording to the informant,- BRANSTEN jested about the 
fact that COLLINS had referred to his wife and him as people who would never 
be what even COLLINS might call conservative. BRANSTEN did state that he 
and COLLINS felt that through their discussions they had been able to get 
down to the bed rock of what the entire question of international affairs 
means to the individual, rich and poor, and that they had found a common 
ground on which to argue, ; | 


t 


s | : Informant T-1 stated that srany/MORLEE j, who is unknown 
\ J to ther informant, is a mutual friend: of &LAN COLLINS and RICHARD BRANSTEN, 


j ‘ 
; < Informant T-1 subsequently advised, that BRANSTEN had men~ 
\ ee that FRANK MORLEY was affiliated with the firm of Harcourt Brace and 
Company, and had requested that subject keéep him posted regarding his book , 
you HERBERT HOOVER. { : 


X 


i : 

To further substantiate subject's interest in HERBERT 
HOOVER, informant reported on April.’ 3 that RICHARD BRANSTEN had asked her to 
‘read some newspaper clippings, which were ‘articles written by ex-President 
HOOVER for the North American Newspaper alliance, and which: were entitled, | 
"Prospects for the San Francisco April Conference." Informant stated that 
these articles apparently appeared in several newspapers throughout the country, 
and that they dealt with the Dumbarton oaks Proposals and the prospects for 

, peace which the San Francisco Conference ‘held out. 


A iz On &pril 7, RICHARD|BRANSTEN advised Informant T~1 that 
oes ADAM JAPIN of the "Daily horker" in New York City had asked him to prepare a 
oy -170@=word Sunday magazine piece-on HERBERT HOOVER, relating HOOVER's foreign 
policy, background to his recent articles ‘and activities. Subject stated ee 
that a dead line of April 13 had been placed\on this article, 
| ; WD 


It should be noted! thht the april 10 edition of s 
"New sew ath magazine contains an article entitled, "Dr, Hoover's Nostrums, — 


- by JOHNwSTUART, Associate Editor. ‘his arbiclé/ts derogatory to former 


Presidént HOOVER, and criticizes his book "Ihal/Problems of a Lasting Pecan 
This article refers to HERBERT HOOVER as a traitor of the type shat says | 
"better HITLER than STALIN." The article also yefers to a-book of memoirs 


of former Senator JAMES » ALTSON, , of indiana - entitled, ths I Knetr Then, !! 


a. 


“~ 
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which book, according to the article, is the source of the strategy te 
be employed by the "HOOVER crowd! to defeat the San Francisco Confereice « 


Informant T~6 has advised that many of the prominent 
Communists in Los Angeles have expressed concern over a newly-formed organ~ 
ization,known as the "Declaration of tnterdependence Organization," which 
has recently opened an office in Los angeles at 112 South La Brea, Accord-. 
ing to the informant, this organization is headed by WILL DURANT, author, and 
is reportedly supported by ex—President HERBERT, HOOVER and the organization 
is said to be plaming a dinner to be held April 22, 1945, featured speakers 
to be THEODOREPDREISER, author, BET VIS, actress, and THOMAS#ANN. 
&ccording to the informant, BRUCE? MINTON “is among those whe have been bitterly 
criticizing this new organization and attempting to discredit.it, MINTON 
having advised JOHN HOWARD LAWSON regarding it and LAWSON in turn having 
taken the question up with the Hollywood Writers! Mobilization, a CPA front 
group, to consider steps to combat it. The informant has advised that JOHN 
HOWARD L&WSON has expressed his intention of personally contacting THEODORE 
DREISER, BETTY DAVIS-and THOMAS MANN, in an effort to convince them they should 
not appear on behalf of the organization. Informant states the chief argu- 
ment being used to discredit this movement is the fact that HERBERT HOOVER is 
.comnected with it. 


The "Delcaration of Interdependence"contained in the . 
dinner -invitation issued by this organization a statement to the effect that’ 
differences of race, color, class and creed are necessary by ‘the nature of 
things,and then goes on to-point out the need for tolerance and understanding’ 
in adjusting these differences, JOHN HOWARD LAWSON, however, according to _ 
Informant T-6, has branded this statement as being in direct conflict with 
the Declaration of Indpendence, which states that all men are created equal. 
ACTIVITIES OF THE SUBJECT IN it; 3 
CONNECTION WITH THE UNITED NETIONS : 
CONFERENCE iT SAN FRANCISCO;° ; \ 

On April 3, subject BRANSTEN advised Informant T-1 
that he had received notice from ABE MAGIL, Associate Editor of wNew Masses" 
that he and his wife, RUTH McKENNEY, had been officially accradited by the 
State Department for the San Francisco Conference, and that GROPPER » whose 
eartoons frequently appear in "New Masses" magdzine, might alsq.be coming _ 
west for the conference to represent the "Daily Worker" and the {, "Morning : ‘ 
Freiheit,"” as well as "New Masses." On this occasion BRANSTEN tipld-the in- (\ 
formant that among, the events being planned for him at San Francisico was a{° | / 
- conference at which his wife, RUTH McKENNEY, GROPPER, PRED;FIELD <jnd he we, —~ 
to be featured speakers, The subject stated that this. conference \ yas do | 
‘be for the purpose of raising funds for the magazine "New liasses, ard for 
strengthening its contacts with various people. If possible, it flas planned 
that JOE NORTH, presently in England on behalf of "New Masses," would attend 


iy ieee 
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the gonferencé. 


BRANSTEN stated that FRED FIELD planned to leave for 
San Francisco April 19, on the special train bringing correspondents and 
delegates from the east coast, and that.he also felt that JOE STAROBIN would 
also be there for a couple of weeks, on behalf of the "Daily sdorker," 


. Informant reported that BRANSTEN confided to her that he 
§ had been advised by ABE MAGIL that two Communist members of the French 
: ,dournalist delegation now in this country, Madam ANDREE VIOLLIS and Madam < 
ETIENETTE VALOIS, also planned to attend the conference, 
From discussions had with the subject regarding his _ 
trip to San Francisco, Informant T~1 had gained the impression that BRANSTEN 
,j had been commended by ABE MAGIL for the serious way he and his wife were 
: preparing for the conference. She reported that subject's confidence appeared .--” 
wv ‘ bolstered by. the fact that his ideas and the ideas of his wife, RUTH McKENNEY, 
; had been approved by no less a person than JOHN WILLIAMSON, National Secretary 
\ of the CPA, and that the arrangements made for transmitting his reports on 
the conference and the articles done by his wife to "New Masses"-in New 
York had been worked out by ABE 1s4GIL and JOHN wILLIAMSON, 


According to the informant, BRANSTEN'’had in the past ¥ 
pressed concern over what appeared to him to be a controversy as to whet 
Imperialism is dead or alive, but that recently he had advised her that ti 
particular question no longer bothered him, as he had written to ABE MAGII@ F 
about it and had received a reply from him to the effect that MAGIL did nai 
see why there should be any controversy on this point, he being of -the opi 
that Imperialism would exist so long as there is Monopoly Capitalism, and 
this country at least it does not look as if the latter has disappeared. 
BRANSTEN, in explaining MAGILfs reasoning,: pointed out that KAGIL had qualg 
his statement by adding that Imperialism is functioning differently in cez 
important respects at the present time in contrast with the way it functi 
during: pre-war years, and that while this made a tremendous difference, i 
did not mean that Imperialism itself had vanished. 


Informant T-l has also advised’ that BRANSTEN had rece 

expressed pleasure at the prospect of renewing his acquaintance with GRA a@ 
GRANMICH, whom he intended to meet in‘San Francisco. From the: conversati Hy s 
informant concluded that GRACE GRakNtH,was to be in San Francisco, repr 

ing either thé\tDaily worker" or the ¥People's World," both alleged news, Zim 
organs of the COMMUNIST POLITICAL ASSOCIATION. BRANSTEN told the informaWl 
that GRACE GRANNIS had offered to help him by making available to him any Jam 

' contact she had or might be able to secure, and had advised him that shagf 

' expected to have an "in" to the Chinese delegation, GRACE ,giiie\jumae 
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TA 100~ 21354 
while in San Francisco was to be in care of age DD » 311 Joost Avenue , 
) San Francisco. : : 


tried to secure authority to represent "Mew Yorker? magazine at the San we 

Francisco Conference, but had been advised by KATHARINE S. HITE of the 

"New Yorker" that iirs. WHITE's husband was covering the eénference for 

them. During the conversation,, RUTH McKENNEY mentioned that she had 

recently signed a contract with "New Yorker" magazine to do a new series 

of articles for them, these articles to depict memories of her grandfather. _ 

RUTH McKENNEY told the informant that she had advised KATHARINE WHITE that |i 

her philosophy about writing had changed recently, and that KATHARINE WHITE 
| 


a 


| 
Informant learned from subject's wife, RUTH McKENNEY, that she had | 
| 
{ 


had agreed with her and expressed her belief that art and propaganda could HH 
not be conbined, but that if an individual could write true American humor, i 
it would likely say more of what the author wanted to say than anything 

else. - : ‘ ‘ 


Atvording to the informant, JOHNAMicNULTY, a "New Yorker" writer, is 
presently in Los Angeles working for*Paramount Pictures. 


A + should be noted that subject RICHARD BRANSTEN, under his pen name : 
BRUCE“MINTON, is scheduled to address the 59th AD OPA Club orf April 20, °- m 
1945, ab thé Renoff and Renova School of Dance and Drama, at 8:00 Pi this i 
school being located at Wilshire and Fairfax in Los Angeles, the topic slated 
for discussion being the San Francisco Conference of the United Nations. | 


It is also of interest to note that subjett%s sister, who lives in 
Palo Alto, California, at 350 Oregem Avenue, tried to secure a job at the ] 

; United Nations Conference in San Francisco, ‘and since she lacked experience, if 
applied for the position of a receptionist arid had expressed hope that she 


u would be successful in securing a position, primarily because BARTLEY CRUM, 
Sen Francisco attorney, formerly associated with WENDELL WILKIZ, had given 

her permission to use hié name as a reference. . { 

On April Ll, informant T-2 reported that HAAKON CHEVALIER, a member / 


9 of the French delegatién to the United Nations Conference, had visited 
him in Los Angeles ,while en route to San Franciscoy and that while here . Hy 
had told: informant that he was invited te RICHARD BRANSTEN's house for j 

an evening, and the only reason he could advance as to why BRANSTEN was 4 
currying his favor was that MHANSTEN probably felt that he, CHEVALIER, 
would be a source of information for’ him at the conference. 


CPA ACTIVITY: OF q 
f 


THE SUBJECT : » | i} 
Informant Tl advisedgthat apparently RICHARD BRANSTEN was person: ae | 


\ acquainted with WILLIAM Z.g@FOSTER, National Vice President, CPA, inasfmch i 
| as he had rather proudly“elated to the informant that he had recéived a i 
personal-letter from FOSTER in reply to congratulations -he and his wife | 
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(sx FOSTER on the occasion of his recent annivérsary. =... 7- 


Inférmant T-3 has advised that subject BRANSTEN contributed $100 

to the HARRYBRIDGES Victory Committee and had also siven the Committee 
oo names of sevenal individuals they might approach for donations in support 
of HARRY BRIDGES, ‘ : 

This informant has also advised that subject DRANSTEN and his y 
wife, RUTH McKENNEY, are on the mailing list of the 59th AD CPA Club, and 
therefore probably receive announcements and directives issued by that 
Club. 


Informant T~3 has advised that on several occasions she has dis— 2 
cussed with subject BRANSTIN andf/his wife the status of subject's gon by 
his’ previous marriage to LOUISEYERANSTEN. From remarks made on these various 
occasions, it appears that LOUISE BRANSTEN, who ‘contributes considerable 
sums_of money to the support of the CPA .in, San Francisco, apparently seeks © 
advice of “subject BRANSTEN megarding the ¢ care and training’ of their son, b7C 


welfare of the boy, inasmuch as he has been maintaining a file of letters. 
received from LOUISE BRANSTEN that ‘refer to the boy. Tits~informanit stated 
that RUTH McKENNEY once confided to her that one problem that had been 
bothering LOUISE BRANSTEN regarding the son was_the fact that the boy, had 
a questioned LOUISE BRANSTEN's moral. conduct” “because... of.hér_ living: ¥ith one 
ae f LsRRY, whom st she “plans ‘to_marry when he has secured a divorce. Also » MAX ‘ 
wo] YERGAN and LEN/-TIRDIEY have “recently Been staying with LOUISE BRANSTEN, and ~~ §& 
they are likeWise not yet married. According to RUTH McKENNEY, the prob— 
lem confronting LOUISE is that of convincing the boy that such conduct is 
‘not wrong, and that to do this LOUISE BRaNSTEN had used the argument that 
she and her frieads are decent human beings, doing what they think is right, 
even though what they think, just as it is in politics, differs from the 


f 
ie 


most widely accepted st IQUISE BRANSTEN apparently thought nothing 
of the fact that the boy, was placed in a different position than 
_ the other children he meets at school, because in her pr rey al— 


7 ways been in a different position than other children because of what his | 
= parents did and believed in, 


Informant T-4 advised that BLE ZABEY EIN CPi. key figure, ax 
JOHN HOWARD LAWSON, also a key figure, planned’a meeting for April 7,. 
1945, to discuss the status of "New Masses" magazine in Los Angeles’ which . 
meeting was to be hele at the home of JOHN HOWARD LAWSON. 


On april 7, 1945, Special ager JOHN R. VIGARS and the? Wer 

, conducted a surveillance of the LAWSON residence at 4542 Coldwater Ue 
North Hollywood, and among the people identified as entering, the TANS, 
residence was RICHARD BRANSTEN. : ys 


cae Sirs 
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: It eae be noted that 1945 Califomia License No. 39 T hal, 
which was mentioned in the reference report of the writer as having been 
driven to a meeting as subject's home on March 27, has now been determined _~ 

; to be registered to JOHSTEUBEN and his wife, FRANCES/STEUBEN, who is com- 

monly knovm as "FRITZY<" These individuals are both members of the CPf in 

Los .ngeles and présétitly reside at 607 Ocean Front, Santa Monica, Califor— 

nia, JOHN STEUBEN being an instructor at the People's Educational Center, 


a Communist front organization. 
| Ella Pees €#Ploov 


According to Informant T-2, other individuals with whom subject 
BRANSTEN has been in contact recently include "Mother" BLOOR, nationally 
: known elderly Communist, VIOLA BROTHERS, SHORE, Los Angeles County CPs mem~ 
ber, at whose homeMother BLOOR is now residing, and a Lieutenant POLSKY, 
which individual the informant was unable to identify. 


2 


FINANGIoL STsTUS .ND 
B. CRGRCUND OF SUBJECT: 


Informant T—1 determined from the subject that he and his v 
wife maintain bank accounts with the Village Branch of the Security First 
National Bank, Westwood, Los ungeles, California, the Beverly _ Hills Branch 
OF, ‘che California Bank in Beverly Hills, and the Sunset-Clark: ‘Branch of the 

~. Baik of »merica in Les angeles, «according to the informant, the principal 

. account is that maintained at the Sunset-Clark Branch at the Bank of America 
and the other two accounts are sustained through the deposits drawn on the | 
Sunset—Clark accounts The account at the Security First National Bank, Vil- 
lage Branch, ranged from $4,125.93 “downward, this amount having been de- 
posited on March 29, 1945. The account at the California Bank, Beverly Hills” 
Branch, ranged from approximately $5,0COdownward, a deposit of $4,600 having 
been made on March 24. Checks drawn on the California Bank and the Security 
First National Bank during the month-:of March contain no items of unusual — 
interest, but the following transactions should be noeee 


: Indicative of the income of subject BR:NSTEN aa his wife, RUTH 
| McKENNEY, is the fact that a check in the amount of 91,020.90 in favor of 
; the Collector of Internal Revenue, was drawn March 11, and a second sheck 
' in the amount of $1,702.00 was payable to the Collector of Internal Revenue,and 
' was also drawn the same date, 4 check in the amount of $10.00, drawn on 
January 22, on the California Bank, indicates that jsubject is a member of 
the P. E. N. Club, New York City. Also, it is apparent that HAZEL-COYLE, 
454 North Bristol, is employed .as' a maid by subject BRANSTEN. It ‘is sige 
nificant to note that a check in the amount of $3.00 was drawn in favor o! 
the International Labor Defense Legislative | letter, and a check in thg 
: amount of $8.00, in favor of the "Daily People's World." 


eas 


The only unsually large deposits made to subject's acf 

, Were in the amount of $4,500 on March 1 and $18,000 on March g 
both i being made to the Sunset—Clark Branch of the 
ons 2 ees ‘ 
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Informant T—5 determined that these deposits reflected money 
received for two motion picture stories sold by the subject to 20th Century 
‘Fox Studios » reportedly for 925,000 apiece » the money deposited to subject's 
i account, having been handled by NAL.GOLDSTONE Agency, Los Angeles. 

{ Credit report on subject RICHARD BRANSTEN made by the Retail 
| Merchants! Credit Association of Los Angeles indicates that a conservative pe 
' estimate for subject and his wife for the year 1944 would be a net of - ¥ 
v40,000. The premises at. 454 North Bristol is being purchased by them, 
and is valued at $23,500, it being encumbered for $15,000, and the pay— 
ments running }$135.00°'a month, This report indicates that NAT GOLDSTONE, ; 
va ' 9121 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, and CURTIS? ROW, LIMITED, 34.7 Madison 
“Avenue, New York City, are agents for the subject and his wife. The subject 
Vee Te reported to maintain a permanent’ home at Westport, Connecticut » and to 
have previously lived at 107 West llth Street, New York City,and 2939 Neward 
Street, Northwest » Washington, D.C. The occupation of subject and his 
wife is indicated as free lance writer. 


; 4 relative of RUTH McKENNEY is said to be Mrs. W. BL McKENNE Xs y 
3h Merriman Road, Akron, Ohio. eC 
. Sf - a 


~PENDING- 


L& 100~213 5h 
_ “ UNDEVELOPED LEADS - 
THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVESION 


i 


&t Washington, D. C., as requested by the Bureau 
in its Iétter of March 29, 1945, will discreetly 
ascertain whether SEYMOUR‘HAKST is still engaged in 
research work in connection with the biography of 
former President HERBERT HOOVER subject BRANSTEN is 
reportedly writing, , 


Will also secure information regarding the bank ac- 


* 


, “a count and finances of BAKST. 


In’the event it is determined BA&KST intends to come 


to the west coast, will advise the Los Angeles Office 
thereof. 


THE LOS &ANGELES FIELD DIVISION a8 


’ &t Los dingeles, California, will secure information 
regarding motion picture stories reportedly sold by the 
subject to 20th Century Fox, particularly the title and 
theme thereof, together with the exact sale price. 


Will maintain contact with confidential informarits for 

information they are-able to obtain regarding the 

subject's activity in connection with a book on HER- 

BERT HOOVER and his attendance at the United Nations 

Conference in San Francisco, California, on April 25, 
Pig! 


195. 


4 
[s 


& copy of this report is being furnished to ‘the New ~ 

York Office for its information, in view of \investie 

sibility the Bureau may subsequently request investigation 
ay ; at Harcourt Brace and Company, ~ 


tr 


7 


- 


otf 
4& copy of this report is also furnished the San Frencise¢o 
Office for its information, because of the\reference -to . 
individuals who are planning to attend the Wnited Nationsse 
Conference, and also because of the possibility invests 
: gation regarding the subjéct may subsequently be de- 
sired while he is in §an Francisco for thigfMonfere 


= 10 - 
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TL: 
& highly confidential source 
T=23 r 
CNDI TA. MAL. 7 
f mer NE, TN INET, 

T~3¢ 
& highly confidential source 
Tl: 
CNDI L4 EE-1 


neta aS 


These sources have been treated confidentially in order to conceal 
investigative procedures. 
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Sa, STANDARD FORM No. 64 é . 
- Tie. : eee Ae ee a8 
Office Memo andum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
HR: fmj or . : 
= : = a a fxs Fé = ie 7 4 DATEs i 
TO * The Biveotorme 20 PY 2-140. Am DAT, pril 23, 1945 
: Q. a y t . Me. Tolson 
. FROM : D2, 
war : i Cy IOR2 
SUBJECT: RIGHARD“BRANSTEN, with aliases <7 
INTERNAL SECURLTY ~ C ee 
a te Addi xi atlon_has. been developed..relative,.té..the.activities in. Hendon ——— 
i: =x of Seymour ‘ 


a _beymouy! Bakst, in assisting Richard Bransten, whose pen. fare is Bruce Be Jones 
" \ Minton._in the preparation of a book dealing with the liftd of former. ele. 
: °“BresidentHerbert Hoover. j ‘eae isc Beak 


Miss Gandy - 


Mr. 


does not know the exact nature or titlé of the proposed book but knows that 
Bakst..spends.a.considerable amount of time at the library of. Congress 
gathering material for this book. Bakst, according to this informant, does 
a large amount of reading and typing in connection with the work he is doing 
for Bransten. The informant has no indication that subject plans to leave 
the District of Columbia and go to Los Angeles in connection with his work 
for Bransten. Bakst is under lease for his apartment and the lease does not 
expire until the fall of 1945. 


It has been’ learned from Mr. Chester Adkinson, Reading Room Section, 
Library of Congress, who is a temporary confidential informant, that Bakst 
occupies reading room #21 at the Library of Congress and spends some.portion 
of each day in the reading room doing some sorb..of research work. Pracbically 
all the books ‘that _Bakst basin this,reading room or has requested from the. 


Library. are books, containing information concerning former President Herbert 
Hoovers Bakst has been observed as recently as April 10, 1925, occupying 
reading room #21. There apparently are no restrictions governing the length 
of time he can retain reading room #21 except that he must occupy 1% frequently - 
and show a reason why it is necessary for him to use the private reading room: 
rather than the main reading room. No indication has been received by_any i y i 
of the informants of the Washington Field @ffice or by Bakst's associates /f' A” 

\ that he is anticipating going to Los Angeles in the near future. a 


Confidential Intormant[ has advised that Bakst is 
Still employed by Bransten and that the employment consists of research work 7? 
on material concerning former President Herbert Hoover. Aecording to this 
informant, Bransten is planning to write a book on the life of Herbert Hoover 
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Par eu erD ¥ f we 


vr ans a meme eerie let A en ee ht A A ERAN, RL ett 
2 


and Bakst is to help in the research work required and is to receive,.6000 

fox his research,work..onthe.book. In addition, his name is to appear in 

‘ the book and it is to be indicated that he was in charge of the research 
work. abd 7 

Bakst continues to be very active.in, the Communist, Political Assocs - 

ation in the “Diserict of Columbia. He is a member of the City Executive 

Committee, visits the CPA headquarters frequently, teaches and attends 

classes held by the CPA, attends meetings and other functions of tke CPA, 

and is active in obtaining subscriptions to and distributing t =A Daily Worker". 


The Washington Field Office is endeavoring to, locate, Bakst.ts_.banls 


3 Cea GT ig rn etal ark ete Naty many 3 ee. cin Biba Bi : tte . 
account..to ascertain whether he is receiving payments from Bransten for his 
Yeséarch work for the proposed book on Herbert Hoover. This case is being 


closely followed and you will be advised of any important developments. 
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» DECLASSIFICATION AuTHORITY DERIVED FRO: 


YO RQAUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
BATE 01-23-2010 


a FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


No. 
eee ORIGINATED AT LOS ANGELES FitenNo. LOO-2135) 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 

Los Angeles | SARS L/17-21, 23- FRED G. DUPUIS BHM 

TITLE 2 330 * CHARACTER OF CASE 
* RICHARD BRAXSTEN, with aliases: Richard’ Branston, 

Richard Srandstein, Richard Branderstein, Bruce INTERNAL SECURITY -C 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject spoke at People's Hducational Center Institute in LA 


4/15/45 on topic "United Nations Conference - San Hrancisco." 

In speech, sudject attributed failure of peace after jiorld war I 
to "Republican Isolationism," and bitterly criticizes HERBERT 
HOOVER and Senator YVANDENBURG for alleged disruptive tactics in 
regard to the present efforts to secure world peace. At meeting 
of 59th AD CPA Club }:/20, attended by Agent, sucject stated, 
"Communists ere sometimes called radicals because they believe 
in logic anc believing in logic they iknow you can't build a 

new world in one Gay, it takes time - unless the time is right - 
then we can do it." Subject and wife left for San Francisco h/22 
to cover United Nations Conference for "New »asses" magazine. 
Subject anc wife disgusted with writing profession in Hollywood 
and intend to return to Connecticut this summer, Biography 

of HERBERT HOOVER not progressing because of interruptions, but 
subject intends to rork steadily at it after San Francisco con— 
ference concluded, 


ae es 


REFERENCE: Bureau File No. 100-13255. 
Report of Svecial agent FRED G. DUPUIS, Los Angeles, h/19/u5. 
Letter from the Bureau 2/29/45. 


DETAILS: 


Information available to the Los Angeles Office has established 
that on april 15, 195, the Feople's Sducational Center, a Communist front 
organization, conducted an "institute" at the Shoreham Hotel in Jos Angeles, 
one of the featured speakers being BRUCE HINTON, who is identical with subjees 
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RICHARD BRANSTEN. 


On April 17, 195, informant T-1 furnished the following summary of 
the speech delivered by the subject: 


The first portion of subject's speech dealt with the need for a 
general international organization among the United States and its Allies to 
prevent aggression and remove the political, economic and social causes of 
war, The subject asserted that the Republican Administration of the United 
States in 1920 arrogantly stood by and decided the world was America!s oyster, 
on the basis that the United States alone could dominate the world. He de- 
scribed this policy as "isolation," but stated the only thing isolated was 
peace. He further described this isolation as being "predatory imperialism" 
and stated there are still people in this country who advocate this "LUCE 
thinking, who are organizing now at this moment, for the post-war world they 
desire, the world they see as the American Century." Subject stated the 
League of Nations failed, and that justice was trampled by "dollar diplomacy," 
He stated that after the First World war, the entire world was divided into 
spheres of influence and power blockse, He said, "We saw capitalism in 
crisis trying to solve its desperate problems at the expense of the Socialist 
Soviet Union." He stated that the nations were not united, and that peace 


. Was made divisible, continuing, "The Soviet Union was deliberately isolated 


and delivered over as the intended victim to Nazi Germany and imperial Japan, 
and still there was no peace," At this point, subject justified Russia's 
demands for a vote at the United Nations Conference on the part of the Ukraine 
and Bylorussia on the basis that Russia wanted to give these states more 
autonomy and "anyhow, shouldn't a nation have a vote commensurate with its 
power and place in the world?! 


The speech of the subject then proceeded to a discussion of what he 
termed the forces that are opposing the United Nations Conference at San 
Francisco, and expressed considerable criticism of H@RBERT.HOOVER and 
Senator VANDENBURG, whom he described as "HOOVER!s stooge." The subject 
stated HOOVER and VANDENBURG "want to delay and amend (proposals recommended 
at the United Nations Conference); to isolate the Soviet Union; make former 
enemies allies, and then use these new friends to right wrongs committed by 
our present allies, That is Mr. HOOVER's peace - the Third World War." 


The subject stated that HERBERT HOOVER wants spheres of influence and 
isolation of the USSR in world affairs, and that to this end he is aided 
by the Hearst press, Patterson and McCormick, Scripps~Howard and Henry 
ITuce, "all who fear the common man, who dread a higher standard of living, 
higher cultural attainment, growth of trade unions » the spread of democ~ 
racy, ho hate life, health, vigor and progress." He described HOOVER 


wo 2m 
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as being "America's most able philosopher of ultra reaction." 


Subject in his speeeh contends that the weapons of the reaetionary 
groups just referred to are falsehoods, the spreading of confusion, Red~ 
baiting, libel of our Allies." 


The subject referred to the problems coincident to world peace and 
‘ Stated, "We mst believe in essential integrity of our Allies, who have 
proved themselves in war," but continued by stating that when the problems 
of peace are "presented by disrupters, the defeatists, the imperialists, 
who do not want peace, who do not want to sacrifice a dollar for stability 
and security ~ these problems as presented by such spokesmen of chaos and 
doom are something else again ~ they are the council of our enemies,# 


Subject also referred to wrongs done in Greece, stating that such 
wrongs do not cancel out the central meaning of the war, and pointed out that 
while these wrongs could not be entirely forgiven or forgotten, the war 
itself will in the end correct these abuses which delayed the winning of the 
war, illustrating this by stating, "The recognition of MIKHATLOVITCH, which c 
caused misgivings, has long been cancelled out by reality - it is the Tito 
Government that will represent Jugoslavia -in San Francisco," The- subject 
concluded his speech by stating, "Defeatism has nothing to offer those who — s 
struggle for a progressive world of stability and peace, It is our function, 
the functioning of even the handful of us here this afternoon, to popularize 
the issues and decisions reached in San Francisco. The people must be 
mobilized to win the peace, just’as they had to be mobilized to win the war, 
because in the end the Wily Ones must inevitably lose, if the people under- 
stand, They are subtle, they are clever, they are slippery, the HOOVERs and 
the America Firsters,,but they are never successful against a resolute 
majority, an informed and determined majority. '! 


Since it was known that the subject was scheduled to be a speaker 
on April 20, 1945, at a meeting of the 59th Assembly District, COMMUNIST 
POLITICAL ASSOCIATION Club, at 6121 Wilshire Boulevard, which meeting was 
publicized as a Political Affairs Forum, the latter portion of this meeting 
was attended by the writer. The subject was speaking at the time Agent ar- 
rived, and in substance his remarks were quite similar to those set forth 
above. However, it should be noted that toward the end of his speech subj? 
made the statement, “Commnists are sometimes called radicals because th Be 
believe in logic, end believing in logic they know you can't build a ner? sets 
in one day - it takes time ~ wiless the time is right — then we can do i" 


It should be noted that the latter portion of this statement 
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was made with a shtug of the shoulders and change in voice, indicating smugness 
and self. confidence on the part of the speaker, and that this remark was greet- 
ed with smiles of understanding and some laughter on the part of the people © 
present, From the gestures employed and the reaction of the audience, it 


.-Aappeared that the speaker and audience were in accord and understanding as to 
just what was meant by this statement. 


’ 


Later the subject, in answer to a question from the audience 
in regard to the terms of the peace to be placed in effect at the end of this 
war, in referring to the role of the CPA and the role of those present in 
contributing to that peace, stated, "I can only say what we all as Com 
muinists want to say, that I did all I could to prevent this thing." This - 


statement was intended as an answer to the suggestion that a 3rd World War 
may result if the peace conference should fail. 


It should be noted that EMIL FREED, President of the 59th As- 
sembly District, CPA Club, acted as Chairman of this meetings 


Informant T-2 advised that the subject intended to leave for 
San Francisco on April 22, 1945, to attend the United Nations Conference, 


and that prior to his departure, subject visited him at his home, and in 
the course of the evening informant elicited the following information from 
the subject: : 


The subject commented that he had heard from ABE MAGIL, and that 


MAGIL had commented on the irony in the fact that FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT and 
WENDELL WILKTE should die, while HERBERT HOOVER lives on. 


From conversation with subject, informant determined that Madame 
ANDRE VIOLLIS, who was going to the United Nations Conference, is a cor— 
respondent for the French newspapers!'I,*Humanite" and "Ce Soir," Informant 
states that VIOLLIS was said to have a prominent reputation in Burope and 

to be the author of several books. Informant states that BRANSTEN described 
this individual as not particularly a politically minded person, but a 
professional writer who had "come into our (CPL) movement in recent years," 


The subject also mentioned that he had received a questiomaize 
from Dr. IuSZL0 RADVANGI, Director, Scientific Institute of Public Opinion, 
Mexico City. The subject stated that this questionnaire was of interest and -.. 
that it was not to secure his opinion on any particular phase of world 7 
events, but on the merit of surveys of public opinion in themselves, He 
stated that the questionnaire apparently had been sent to leading per- 
Sonalities in the field of sociology, history, political science, journalism 


and public opinion research in countries that have institutes of public 
opinions 
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Subject also told the informant that he had contacted CHARLES J. 


KATZ, an attorney, in an effort to secure some information regarding trust: pe . 
£ is former wife, LOUIS# BRANSTEN, may have established for their son, oe 
He advised the subject that K4TZ had assured him he would be able 


to secure information along this line from BARTLY CRUM, attorney for LOUISE 
BRAWSTEN In San Francisco, : 


It should be noted that CHARLES J. KATZ is known to the Los 
Angeles Office as a member of the COMMUNIST POLITIG\L LSSOCLATION, 


Informant T~2 also advised that subject and his wife were 
very much disgusted with California and people they had met here » and told 
informant in -confidence that they intended to return to Gonnecticut and New 
York City as soon as possible, The subject stated he and his wife, RUTH 
McKENNEY, could’ stay in Los’ angeles and make considerable money as motion 
picture writers, and stated, in fact, they are presently among the top - 
notchers in the industry, but they simply could not stand the corrupting 
atmosphere. He stated there was not a first-rate person in the’ writing 
profession in Hollywood; that they are all undermined , pompous, boring and 
authoritative. The subject told the informant the contemplated return of 
him and his wife should be treated very confidentially, and that the’ only 
other friend in whom he had confided this information was DAH LAPIN » of 
"The Daily Worker" in New York City. 


On the same occasion subject told the informant that he was 
now writing. regularly for the Sunday edition of the"Daily Worker, " and that 
aDii: LAPIN had done an excellent article on the death of President ROOSEVELT 
and his successor, HARRY TRUMAN, 


The subject also told this informant that his work on a bio= 
graphy of former President HERBERT HOOVER was not going very well, because 
of frequent interruptions, particularly his attending the United Nations 
Conference. However, he expected to finish it through steady work, once 
he and his wife returned to Connecticut. He told the informant he found it ° 
hard to write in Los angeles, because he felt isolated and out of touch with * 
world events. . 


Informant T-l advised that she is confident that RICHARD BRANSTEN cal 
is actually RICHARD BRANDENSTEIN » Whose parents acquired a fortune through . 
a member of the family known as ii, J. EFRANDENSTEIN, whose initials represent 
the trade name of liJB Coffee Company, which company was founded by the BRANDEN~ 
STEIN family. This informant advised that she attended the Sarah Dix Hamlin 
School for Girls, at 2120 Broadway, San Francisco, California, with FRANCES 
BRLNSTEN, who she believed was a sister of this subject and who had changed 
her name from BRANDENSTEIN. This informant also advised that LARRY FANNING, 
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who is possibly engaged to LOUISE BRANSTEN, at the present time. is acting 
managing editor of the "San Francisco Chronicle,'tand is a protege of Mrs. 
PALER, who has been with the "Chronicle! 32 years, and who, in the opinion 
of the informant, is absolutely reliable. “he advised that FANNING is 
holding dowm the position of PAUL SKITH, who is in the service. 


To substantiate the information furnished by this informant, 


. it should be pointed out that a review of information available to the Los 


fingeles Office regarding the subject indicates that in August, 192, it was 
reported that the subject regularly received a check from a "B, and Jey 
or Mand J., Coffee Company of San Francisco." 


ENCLOSURE FOR SaN FRANCISCO: One photograph of subject. 


A 


-~PENDING- 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO FIELD DIVISION: 


THE LOS 4NGELES FIELD DIVISION 


* 


& copy of this report is being furnished to the New York Office Office for { 
information, in view of the possibility the Bureau may subsequently request 


~ UNDEVELOPED LEADS - 


&t San Francisco, California, will furnish the Los angeles Office 
with any information obtained from informants regarding the 
activities of subject RICHARD BRANSTEN, also known as BRUCE 
sINTON, and his wife, RUTH McKENNEY, who are covering the United 
Netions Conference on behalf of "New Masses" magazine, While in 
San Frncisco they are living with subject's mother, Mrs. CHARLES 
BRANSTEN, 2275 Broadway. 


Will also check credit records and Dun and Bradstreet records 
in San Francisco for information regarding the M. J, BRANDEN- 
STEIN family and MJB Coffee Company for background information 
as to the members of subject's family and the source of their 
income, particularly whether subject holds any stock in this 
company. 


If background information regarding the family is not secured 
from this source, it is requested that information be obtained 
from Mrs. EDWARD B. STANWOOD, at the Sarah Dix Hamlin School 
for Girls, 2120 Broadway, San Francisco. 


Will re-check birth. records at San Francisco under the name 


RICHARD BRANDENSTEIN, under which name subject is believed to 
have been born on February 2h, 1906. 


4t Los angeles, California, will maintain contact with in- 
formants for information regarding subject!s activities in the 
CPA and the progress he is making in writing a biography on 
former President HERBERT HOOVER. 


Will also secure information regarding motion picture stories 
reportedly sold by subject to 20th Century Fox, particularly the 
title and theme thereof, as well as the price received. 


investigation at Harcourt Brace and Company. 


4. copy of this report is being furnished the New Haven Offiee for its informa— 
tion in view of information obtained indicating subject intends to return to 
that area in the summer of 195. ‘Investigation of him will probably be con- 
ducted in that vicinity at that time, 


me ae 
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~ UNDEVELOP2D LH4&DS, CONTINUED ~ 


A copy of this report is being furnished the Yashington Field Office for 
possible assistance it may be to that office in conducting investigation re~- 
garding SEYMOUR BAKST, who is doing research work for subject BRANSTEN 

in preparing a biography of former President HOOVER. 


iy 


renee mre ge Nery een ee samt tee patterns ate — cyettmgmntee eens manner n Sagem Tne agen ater te near oe arene cons A eceeeeencnnt tment etre rename carne cement ma 
a : eA ae een ee ao bee ete : w ae 


eG 
t 
i 


LA 100-2135) 
CONFIDENTIAL \ 
INFORMANT T-ls 


« highly confidential source, 


& highly confidential source. 


Drive bID 
Los angeles, California ‘ 
These informants are treated confidentially to conceal investigative pro=- 
cedures, and to further: protect them copies of this report have not been 
sent to outside agencies. 
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*S'school, both - ‘grammar. and high. school. ab, Menlo. ‘Park in’ San Mateo: County, -(The™.. 


" .." . “name. of this:-school was later changed to Menlo. School ‘and ‘Judior. poll ese). and. 
aes Jthat subject’ had. gone’ directly, to. Harvard: University from. ‘the Ml Lien Warred ees 
a ; “school. ate 22 hey “i, te s ae cS ok, “he Salts gt Feat Bo ae = 7 8 2 Aare | 
Pe eae ee ae “thé. ‘current. bates 28. Moactonm: reflects: ‘bhat® subject's ee oe 


«telephone WEst "7483... 


: eee Des im *- Confidential Source A ‘advised thet ssunqeots ‘the ‘son. of” ee! 


. ‘poien;-iieds" ‘oHARTES ‘BRANSTEN,, presently resides at Fee. Broadvay, ‘San. Francisco, « ae 


“Lo. - San Frahnofseo @Lo0gins” a ; 
Lc EELS, ANGELES PEMD DEVBTON: 2 eee Ue ie a 


i 


At Los: Angeles; ‘Cali? ‘omnia: Wild, in view, of ‘the fact’ “that™ ak 

_. subject: is to. attend the United-Nations Conference on International Organization,’ : 

= “convening at San Francisco. on‘ April 253° “1945, .£ forward a recent Photograph or. oc 
“subject t to- the San Francisco Office. i : 
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pOCORDED COMMUNICATIONS SECEION: MAY 15, 1945 - 

Dares .. Transmit the following message to: SAC, LOS ANGELES who? 

cc 


RICHARD BRANSTEN, WAS, IS-C, IMMEDIATELY AIR MAIL TO BUREAU COPIES OF ALL 
MATERTAL PHOTOGRAPHED AS STATED YOUR LETTER HAY TEN. 
HOOVER 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr, B.A. Tamm__ 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Me, Glavin 

Mr. Ladd 

. Nichols 

. Rosen . eek tt oo | 

. Tracy cee + Stes ge apse 

Mr. Carson 2 $c DATA 13 ae 

Mr. Harbo - . 

‘Mr. Hendon wie RY am nye 
. MeGuire ; : OP her su 

: Mumford 

Pipor 

- Quinn Tamm. 

Ur. Neagse 

Wiss Gandy 
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SENT VIA 


’ Hetivral fiuroan of fnvestisetial 


ve a De Batten States 3 Department ot dustice ~ gts . : 
: ieee aes ee @ Angeh es 13, Cali oe oS hy es 
Shige. a eh Bas SE Sia ee bead 03 we as 


j ae : . ~ Rou sis Basi, with aliasess” 7 2 . 
_ Bareat Pele, Noe 100132856 — oe a Be . , 


ee ay olieident tat tavern has 5 sin ‘available ‘phiotogedgian’ capac ce. 
© dhe work subject. has. dona..80 far. on. his. . biography of’ former President HERBERT. oe. 
- HOOVER.” For the Bureauts. Ainformationy. the five-page: foreword. to. the Book inw <- ae 
~ Gieates the purpose ‘of the author isto. “analyze, the, career of HERBERT, OOVER, ss 
"| who. managed:to- rise: frau ratner ‘humble: origin. to & position ‘of international .. aa 

-Peeabonee, andthe’ in ‘tame. of ordsis shop: ‘tng: COUrsS | of. “Fascism,” os Le - ot. 


i eb se ‘the’ “thes. chapters, subject nas. 96 ‘far’ neitien deal. with. HERBERT. - 
_ ‘HOOVERYS- ‘boyhood. and ‘through his years at. Stanford, University, “The title’ of 
_ the, book, ete is to: eee a The a BtOEY of: Lorene: tia eee 


Py ea It sioula be. noted: ‘that An “addition: to: ‘the ‘abor 
* aut. 23000. S-x°8 cards: containing: Sgyemri tien. 
-and newspaper seep ear ty regs 


ee, Sgn et * nseoneiing:& 6 ‘this: ‘iiomunait., “gibjeet. BRANSTEN: ides doing considerable: 
ih wt -pegearch: on HERBERT HOOVER, wrote .to” HERBERT. HOOVER s:. advising him that. he: is’: 
n contémplating. a biography” of his. life, and asking: for. Certain, background. infor,; ; m 
. mation. regarding | Hine. ‘HERBERT HOOVER replied, and furnisned a‘ List of «references: :.. 
: whieh “would be. 'of ‘assistance’ " and cGalicd the ‘subjectts: attention. to the. fact. ‘that; i aes 
Le was ‘the: ‘privilege of anyone in this ‘country: t9. do.a biography of anyoné ‘he... ’ i a 
5 s ehosdy and that. all ‘the: "victin't. could. ‘hope ‘for ‘was’ .that: it would ‘be: accyrate ve : 
* me ;' aud truthful, * HERBERT HOOVER also asked ‘the subject. if he’was. still "a. meniber wh 
on : of the COMMONISE. POLITICAL: ‘ASSOCIATION and. a. writer . for7iew Masses" magazine 


Se 
al a fey 


ie oe Is = IS | The _ ibe, an replying to this. etter’; aanitted' ‘neabersnd ari the 


Director, FBI . oO aa Mey 10, 19)5 
Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was; 


INTERNAL SECURITY - Cc. . 


COMMUNIST POLITICAL ASSOCIATION , "whose. meetings I attend now and then," stated 


he did still contribute to "New Masses" and then, expressed regrat that HERBERT 


HOOVER had classified himself as a "victim," stating that although his political 


views differed substantially from those of HERBERT HOOVER, he, BRANSTEN, intended 
that his biography should be both accurate and truthful, 


_In addition to the above, the informant made available considerable 


_ correspondence between subject BRANSTEN and SEYMOUR BAKST in regard to this 


- books 


It is algo considered of significance ‘that subject received.a letter - 
from V. K>QIEROME 9 &@ well-known Communist who several years ago helped found the 
Communist’1 movement in the cultural field in Los Angeles, particularly the motion 


’ picture industry, in which JEROME advised the subject that he was quite enthu- 


‘Siastic about subjectts book and that he believed the subject would be pleased 


to know that ‘he. had discussed the question with "comrade BROWDER," who agreed 


that the contemplated approach to the life of HERBERT HOOVER was a very good 
Onee : — ; 2 


‘.With reference to my letter of April 19 » 1945, information has been / 
obtained indicating that the individual named GREG, referred to therein, is {i 
probably GREGORINSILVERMASTER, of Washington, De Ce @* ens 

ete Cam Git Nam rte pe ANN NE 


mabe In addition, as an indicationof the close friendship existing between 
subject BRANSTEN and GEORGE and HRLEN’SELDES, publishers of-!fn Fact" magazine 

it. should be noted that subject and -his wife have made provision for these in- 
dividuals in their wills, oe ; : 7 


An informant: has advised that recent wisitors to the. home of the Sub= 
Ject included ORSON WELLES and his wife, RITAMIATWORTH, and also, ALEXANDER KNOX, 
who played the lead in the picture "Wilson," and his wife, DORIS-NOLAN, who is 


FGD: BHM 
100~2135h 


ce Washington Field i E 
ce New York City ; 


HFeneral Bureau of Investigation 
HavieD States Department of Justice 
New York 7, New York 


IN REPLY, PLEASE REFER TO 


FILENO, L0Om14581 
‘ DBR:MBR . May 4, 1945 
Director, FBI 
On) 
RE: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was ; - - 
INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 
Bureau File 2¢0% 
Dear Sir: Los Angeles File 100~21354 
The captioned individual, the Subjese of a security index 
card heretofore maintained at this office, has moved to an address 
within another field division. Copies of all serials containing im- 
portant information concerning the subject are being forwarded to the 
field division office covering subject's new address, together with 
~~! its copies of this letter. a 
ee 
7 The Bureau is requested to correct the security index card 
maintained at the Seat of Government, and the field division office 
for which copies hereof are designated below is requested to prepare 
; for inclusion in its security index card file a security index card 
oe captioned as follows and bearing the appropriate case file number: 
“® ‘ 
BRANSTEN, RICHARD NATIVE BORN COMMUNIST 
aliasesgy : 
Richard@pranston 
oe randstein 
Richa “Brandenstein 
Bruce’Minton 
454 North Bristol Avenue a 
Los Angeles, California: (Res.) « 
. "New Masses" ; 
; 104 Bast 9th Street 
New York, New York (Bus. by mail) 
ENCLOSURE FOR LOS ANGELES: 4] 
Report of SA Harold B. Meyer dated 4-6~45 at New Haven. 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: a fie 
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Hederal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 
Los Angeles, California 
May 12, 19h5 


PERSONAL AND CON TIAL 


Mr Deans. M 
Director, FBI ‘ ee tr, Hendon. ee ‘ 
GP Nee Ponningtdn . “4 
Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, with aliasés Quina Tomko. | 
INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢C | Br. Nezce.. : 
Bureau File No. 100 1F25 Games fog Goudy. 
Dear Sir: POR Pete en ee gn ee eee ee = 
Reference is made to my teletype dated April 12, 19]5, 
advising that the services of CNDI LA MN-1l have been enlisted in connection 
with this case. Following are some“6f*the more pertinent items of infor- 
mation secured from this informant. . 


» On April 13, 1945 informant advised of a proposed meeting 
between subject BRANSTEN, his wife and HAAKON CHEVALIER, Who was enroute 
to San’ Francisco to attend the United Nations Conference in some capacity 
for the French delegation, It is noted that CHEVALIER has been the subject 
of investigation by the San Francisco office for some time in comection 
with the Comrap case. os 


On April 17, 1915 informant furnished information indica- 
ting that subjeot BRANSTEN wields considerable influence in connection with 
the Peoples, Educational Genter at 1717 North Vine in Hollywood, which is an 
importan wunist Political Association front organization. According 
to the informant on this date officials of the P.E.C. consulted subject for 
determination of policies to be fellowed by the P.E.C. and courses to be 
instituted, 


The principal assistance rendered atl this informant has 

sible the development of a second f ant. namely one 
employed by the subject as an through whom ; 
nformation regarding a bios resident H aD 
it has been determined 

x NOX and his wife pre = LAN 

have been guests of subject BRANSTEN and his wife RUTH; MOKENYEY. AL DER 
KNOX played the lead in. the motion picture "Wilson.* 


"  -Imaddition{| _——___—|nas advised that at the conclusion 
of the United Nations Conference Mr. and Mrs. BRANSTEN intend to have as 
' guests for some time three delegates from the conference, one from Moscow, 
one from Paris and one from London, The subject and his wife have advised - . 
that they expect to return to Los Angeles by May 20th, at which time informant fe 
MNyl will be in a position to again furnish information and for this reason 
it is recommended that the services of this informant, be continueds. a 
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i Mr. Tolson 

@ ’ eee . Mr. E. A. Tamm 
: Do eee es ' Mr. Clegg 

Cae Pe é Mr. Coffey. 

Mr. Glavine 
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Mr. Egan, 

Mr. Hendon 


Mr. P nnington__ 
Mr.{ Quinn,Tamm,__ 
Mr. Nees A 
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-_sEineron FROM LOS ANGELES 3 16 9~35 Pt caer 
[RECTOR URGENT a GO: = ~ 36 a Se 


CAGE. RI CHARDORRANSTEN , WAS, IS Ce SUBJECT WILL- RETURN -T0_ “Loss? Se" 
ANGELES FROM UNCIO SAN FRANCISCO MAY 20 NEXT AND EXPECTEDUTO EVER AS: 
HOUSE GUESTS 3 ALLEGED BUT UNIDENTIFIED DELEGATES TO CONFERENCE” “FROM 
MOSCOW, LONDON AND PARIS RESPECTIVELY. BUZEAU REQUESTED TO ADVISE IF 
INSTALLATION OF MICROPHONE <SURVEILLANCE DESIRED IN ADDITION TO TELE~ 
PHONE COVERAGE PREVIOUSLY AUTHORIZED ON SUBJECT ?S-RESIDENCE 454 NORTH 


BR}STOL,-LOS ANGELES. 


ECEIVED: 5-17745 <1227 AM-EWT Fig . HOOD 
If the intelligence contained..in wthe -above message is to be disseminated 7 
poutside the. Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
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tae FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 
Tie cae ORIGINATED AT LOS ANGELES : FILE No. 200-2135), 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 


Los Angeles S/tZ As h/17-21, 24- FRED G. DUPUIS BHM 
TITLE . 2 3230 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


RICH SeaNSTEN » With aliases: Richard’ Branston, 
Richard Brandstein, Richard Brandenstein, Bruce INTERNAL SECURITY - © 


COVES 


SYNOPSIS OF Facts: ‘Subject spoke at Peophe's Educational Center Institute in LA 
4/15/45 on topic "United Nations Conference ~ San Francisco." 
In speech, subject attributed failure of peace after World war I 
to "Republican Isolationism,".and bitterly, criticizes HERBERT 
HOOVER and Senator VANDENBURG for. alleged disruptive tactics in 
regard to the present efforts to secure world peace. At meeting 
of 59th AD CPA Club 1/20, attended by Agent, subject stated, 
"Commanists are sometimes called radicals because they believe 
in logic and believing in logic they know you can't build a 
new world in one day, it takes time ~ unless the time is right - 
then we can do it." Subject and wife left for San Francisco )/22 
to cover United Nations Conference for "New Masses!" magazine. 
Subject and wife disgusted with writing profession in Hollywood 
and intend to return to Connecticut this summer. Biography _ 
of HERBERT HOOVER not progressing because of interruptions, bus 
subject intends to vork steadily at it after San Francisco con~ 
ference concluded, 


a Pie 


Bureau File No. LO0Q43255:, 
Report of Special Agent FRED G. DUPUIS, Los Angeles, h/19/45 4 
Letter from the Bureau 2/29/h5. 


DETAILS: 


Information available to the Los Angeles Office has established 
that on April 15, 195, the People's Educational Center, a Communist front 
organization, conducted an "institute" at the Shoreham.Hotel in {os Angeles, 
one of the featured speakers being BRUCE MINION, who is,identical with Co 

ae Sf Ai Re 


APPROVEO AND SPECIAL AGENT 
AR 


FORWARDED: DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


. COPIES OF THIS REPORT 
@- Bureau af 
‘I - Washington Field (in ES MAY 211249 
1 — New Haven (info.) 28 & \V 
1 - New York (info.) Pe “ig 
2 ~ San Francisco (encl) ~~ 


EX - 26 


Richard Bransten received a communication from Mrs. Char ransten, 
2275 Broadway, San Francisco, on April 3rd. Mrs. Charles Bransten forwarded to 
Richard Bransten newspaper clippings and articles written by Herbert Hoover 
for the "North American Newspaper Alliance" on the topic of the approaching United - 
Nations Conference scheduled for April 25, 1945, at San Francisco. o. Fs 


The Los Angeles Office has also made some investigation into the banking 
connections of Richard Bransten and has eae that Subject. and. nis. anaes 


of the Bank ae lee onal. B ‘Los Avigelés.~ "TH" “Jarge deposits were. naie-8 the Smeet- 
Clark Branch on March 1h in the amount of $4500 and on March 23 in mount...‘ 
$18,000. “Tt has been determined that this money “represented i: inc r: 
the sale of two motion picture stories to Twentieth, ‘Gentury—fox, § fee a ere 
report concerning the subject conservatively estimates the net income of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bransten for 19) at $40,000. During March Bransten issued two checks in 


favor of the Collector of Internal Revenue in the amounts of $1020.90 and $1702.36. 


With further reference to the designation of Bransten to cover the United 
Nations Conferénce at San Francisco on behalf of "New Masses," it has been learned 
that Abe AMagill of "New Masses" has conferred with John\Williamson, National 
Secretary of: the Communist Political Association, for idéas to forward to subject 
and his wife in connection with their handling of. this assignment. Credentials 
for_the..subject..and.-his..wife—to..attend..the..conference..have..heen..approved_by_the 
State Department, and.will be available,to them, at the office of Mr. McDermott, Room 

ee Veterans Building,,San.lnancisco, after, April 21, 1915. Abe Magill has 

advised sub ject,.that the two Commnist membe of the. ‘French. Delegation now in. this 


country, Madame. ollis and Madane BiineteerValois,.are.also. hoping to. ‘attend 
” the, Gonference. ‘ 


oO 
co 
i ® Pcs Gr /Franich has indicated to subject that she is covering the Conference 


Ps 


s P for some organization, possibly the "Daily Worker" or "The Peoples World," and 
\ coe has advised Bransten that any contact she has or gets will be his also and that 
< > AY she expects to have entree to the Chinese Delegation. 
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3 4: supyect: RICHARD BraliSTEN, with aliases, 


d 

‘ INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C | Mix. Quinn Tasmm... 
: i A Mr. Nease 2. snnuee 

In connection with the investigation being mace by the Los An ddiivs Gundy -.-.--e-0- i 


and Washington Field Offices of the activities of Richard Bransten, who § 
under the pen neme of Bruce’ Minton and is preparing a book on the lite Le < 
Herbert Hoover, the Las Angeles Office has obtained access to aletterbeceived ~ * 
by Richard Brensten .on.April 16, .1945,. The letter was dated Merch 31, ‘4945 5 

but was not postmarked until April 11 > 1945. The frank on. the..envelope’: wes 
"Foreign Economic Administration, Office of Lend Lease Administretion, Washington, 
D.C." Special Agent S. Isaacs of the Liaison Section has escertained that this 
stationery is-obsolete and that apparently everyone in the FEA is using it jin - 
order to use.it up. 


The letter headed "215 B Street, N.E:, Washington, D.. C., March 

31, 1945" is addressed to "Dear Richard" and is signed "As ever, Angus." The 
writer of the letter states that Washington is all agog over three votes for 
the U.S.S.R. and Hoscow demanding to sext Poland at San Francisco. He con- 
-tinues that "the Hoover crowd will, of course, support Argentina at San Frencisco. 
This voting business is not all that meets the eye ®f the press readers. Some— 
one geve the story to Andrews of "Herald-T and that someone has a V among his 
initials. If Argentina muscles into San Francisco as a.United Nation, I doubt 
whether Gromyko will attend. In a word things are .very hot end there may be 
more then one set of burned fingers before Japan is forced to surrender un— 
conditionally." , 


In another paragreoh the writer continued "Adem will be misged end 
I imegine he will miss some things about Washington. One cannot stdy too long 
Se one spot without losing his verspective." The Adam referred to may be Adam 


_kapin of the,Waily Worker who is now connected with The*Norker in New York City, i) 
but was formerly Worker representetive in Washington, D. C. You will recall Me 
that I informed you on April 12,°1945, that Bransten received a telegram signed “} ; 
. ("Adam" on fpril 7, 1945. The telegram originsted at New York and requested ; 


-- Brensten to write a 1700 word Sunday magazine piece on Hoover. a ey 7 ee 
ee RECORDED & INDEXED 45, - ie nf ye OY . 
re The "Angus" who wrote the letter of March, 31 5 H91.54 Shales’ seversl_. a 


? 
g.2 facts which would. be. of assistance in identifying” eee) He stetes' thet ‘there is 4 
Viol a slight chance that he may succeed facLeish, that his name Jasybeem proposed - ee 
a to "F.D.R." by a friend of F.D.R.'s. He states thet he and“Hary Jane, evidently’ 
: his wife, have learned many things in their five years in Washington. He , 
states that there is a real job to be done in"Lc" evident] réfenring..toethe 
Library of Congress. He also makes a reference to the Senatorial "LC Committee." 9-7 
It is, therefore, apparent that he felt there was some chance that he night: 
succeed ArchibaldMacLeish as head of the Library of Congress. “ \ ¥ ( 
a uP N\ 
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The Director 


He also states that he and Mary Jane gave a cocktail panty. for Wayne 
horse and Hugh pewLacy “and © their 4 “Wives. He “states that Morse is doing well — 


although , “Subjected te oO Tucci pte phessines and that De Lacy is doing a superb job 
and Dickigeller (omgelles) ae a wonderful secretary. : 
vie 


He also refers to onaigreg who has pictures of Bransten's children and 
“who "is holding down a very hot "seat in Procurement where all kinds of critical 

" judgment are necessary. He will probably have to appear at many different 
Congressional hearings in the near future or until surplus property is disposed of..." 
He also states that "we'l,-probably referring to Mary Jane and himself, attended 

a dinner the night of March 30, 1945 given in honor of Justice Bleck. Among * 
=. present were Henry iNifaltace, aaa | aaa >» "Mrs.R.", Macbéish, Philip 


“iurray, and D ‘ bin. 


ne Special | Agent ; Tsaacs a eet ascertained that “hens 6 Cameron eure an industrial 
( engineer, whose legal residence.is 900. Nottingham. Road, ‘Grosse Pointe; “Michi gan.. 
His focal address is 4919 Hampden Lane, Bethesda, Maryland. His wife's name is 
foxx not available in the records of FEAT: Thé following is his record withthe 
| V yy Government: 1934-1935 — FERA; 1935-1941 - WPA; 1941-1942 ~— FWA; 1942-1943 — WPA; 
| és dune 1943 to present ~ Office of Economic Warfare, and its successor, the Federal 
“ - Economic Administration. The files of the Bureau contain no derogatory informa~ 
tion concerning this individual. Pe 


It should be noted that the FEA telephone directory contains the names 
of numerous individuals whose first initial is A and whose name might be Angus. 
It is also possible that, although the letter to Bransten was enclosed in an FEA 
envelope, the writer thereof may not be an employee of the Government. 


It is not_ believed that investigationneed be.conducted at.this time 
to_ascertain the identity.o£ the anthor.of this letter. Incidentally, wAngus" 
states inthe Letier.thatitwas. tog. bad that. “FDR. di ‘did, -not,.Slap Biddle down, before 


the_Bridges case was. heard. With only eight judges" avian it is going to be a 
Gough bet battle to win." 


"DECLARATION OF INTERDEPENDENCE ORGANIZATION" 


Through the technical surveillance which is being maintained on John 
Howar8&Lawson » 2 leading Hollywood Communist, it has been learned that many 
prominent Communists in “Log Angeles have expressed concern over a newly formed 
organization known as the\iiDeclaration of Interdependence Organization" which 
recently opened an office's 112 South La Brea, Los Angeles, California. 
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The Director 


This organization is headed by Willy rant, author, and is reportedly supported 
by Ex~President Herbert Hoover. The organization was said to have planned a 
dinner to be held April 22, 1945, the featured speakers to be TheodoreyPreiser, 
author, Bevbes ae: actress, and Thomassijann. Information received through the 
technical surveillance indicates that suit oct Bransten is among, those who have 
been bitterly criticizing this new organization and attempting to discredit it, 
Bransten having advised John Howard Lawson regarding it and Lawson having in turn 
taken the question up with the Hollywood Writers' Mobilization, a reported 

Gommnist Political Association front group, to consider steps to combat it. 

John Howard Lawson expressed his intention of personally contacting Theodore 
Dreiser, Bette Davis and Thomas Mann, in an effort to convince them that they 

should not appear on behalf of the organization. -The chief argument being 

used to discredit the movement is the fact that Herbert Hoover is connected with 

it. John Howard Lawson has branded as being in direct conflict with the Declaration 
of Independence a statement made by’this organization to the effect that differences 
of race, color, class and creed are necessary by the nature of things and that 
tolerance and understanding -are needed in adjusting these differences. 


rr. ae eae “s 
SAC, Ls Angeles -* Vay 25, 1945 
John Edgar Hoover, Birodgor, Peadtal Furasu.of Investigation 
RICHARD BRANSTEN, with cliieser, “a 
sa TERNAL SECURITY ~ 0 een ee tas oe 

4 ie ; 4 e : , * 
at “i 
at Los An 


Reference is made to the ‘report of Special Agant: Pred G. Dupuis, dated 
poles, May 12, 1945. —_ ‘' hs 


it is noted that temporary informant T-4, referred toon pages 5 and 6 
of ths Yeferenced report, is not identified on page 9 of tha referencad report, - 
and itfis requested that you advise the Bureau as to the identity of this informant.’ | 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


- Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : The Director 


, ak ’ 
FROM : D, M. Ladd V\_#& } Se. 
I FD ‘fs ‘ : Mr. Clegg. 
. Mr. Coffey” ~ 
SUBJECT: RICHARD SRANSTEN é ur. Glevin 


.) INTERIAL SECURETY - 6 abr 


aly Mr. Rosen. 


jin Further information has been developed by the Los Angeles Field re 


Office pficé conceming ig the report that Richard. Branstén, whose pen name is Bruce rs ihmeord 
Clanton,” is ‘preparing a biography of former President. -Herbe: 


i 
Tele. Room 
Mr. Nease. 


_ Subject Bransten, on April. tg A OUS y : “received the following ules Beal. 
te legram which originated at New York City at 6:2) Puit., on April” 6, 19lSs  _ 


"Very anxious you write 1700-word Sunday magazine e piece on Hoover 
relating His Toret en 1 policy backgrounds ‘to recent _ ; articles and” 
activities. PISSSS WINS he “eollect at Daily if piece can be here 
by April 13. Love. I will write soon. (Signed) Adam." 


= 


ss It is possible that Adam, the sender of the “above, telegram, may be Adam 
Lapin of the péily Worker." 2 . 


The April 10th issue of the’ magazine, "New Masses", of which Bransten 
_is the West Coast Editor, contains an aveicte entitled;"Doctor Hoover's ‘Vostrums," 
by JohirStuart, Associate Editor. oe 


On March 29,,19)5,.Bransten received a letter from Dorisé ehneider of 
Harcourt, Bein oe Masel ae » 38 ‘Vadison Avenue, 2 bike ork City. The 


signature on which was illegible. ‘The planers marks indicated it was dictated 
by F.V.I!. It is believed that F.V.M. may be Frank-Morley. This ar oe 
Bransten to "keep us posted" regarding the Hoover book. ; 


Also'on April 2, 195, Mrs. Bransten ; received a letter from Allen C. “ 
Collins, President. of. Curtis. “Brown, | n, Limited, 37 Madison Avenve,,. NewYork City, in 
which the | writer. .Lnquired, "How is, Richard getting on “with, the book and when does 
he think he. “will be. “finished? I am sending all documents to Frank Morley so that he 
can bring h hims elf up to date on the love life of the Branstens and Hollywood." This 
letter also contains comments concerning the Communist sympathies of Richard Bransten 
and his wife, Rut rth+FicKemey, and refers to their trip to San Francisco to cover the 
Security Conference on behalf ot Mer Masses" magazine. The letter from Collins ed. f 
indicated that he differs with Bransten in his political beliefs and refers to 
himself as "a guy who is called a reactionary in the liberal circles of Hew York and 
a 'red! in the conservative circles of Philadelphia.! 
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STATES GOVERNMENT 


MAS [ 
| Office Memorandum + oxrrep 


i HR:RMB 
TO The Director DATE: March 27, 1945 . 
: ' Mr. Jolson 
: Mr, cise ‘am 
FROM D. M. Ladd ‘ : Gof tey———— 
hes beds. ———— 
sunject: RICHARIeRASTEN, UYwNaliases, o_o 
Richard® ranston, Richard’Byandstein, Mr. Tracy 
. Richard°Brandenstein, Bruce’ Minton; 1 
; y, INTERNAL SECURITY --C = ue. Pennington 
4 Aid Tele. Room 
. Ae Mr. Nease 
ri nt Miss Beahit 


Miss Gandy 


at { Xf In accordance with your request, there is attached hereto a 
“summary: of information relating to Richard Bransten, whose pen name is Bruce 
Mint ° 
' Minton, 


A teletype has been transmitted to the Los Angeles Field Office, in- 
structing it to actively investigate the associates and activities of the subject. 
The Philadelphia Field Office has been instructed to ascertain whether there is 
any naturalization record for the subject at the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service. Since subject claimed in registering for Selective Service that he was 
born in 1906 in San Francisco, a-teletype has also been directed to that office, 
instructing it to attempt to verify the subject's birth record in San Francisco, - 


Informati tly_been made available to the Washington 
, Field Office by an of the Communist Political 
Association in the District of Columbia and a paid informant of the Washington 
Field Office, to the effect that one Seymoury%Bakst is now working for Richard 
Bransten, conducting research on material concerning former President of the 


ee 


United States Herbert Hoover, 


It is stated that Bransten is planning to write a 


ibook on the life o 


- Hoover and that Bakst is to receive $6,000 for his re~ 


search work, and is also to have his name appear in the book as being in charge 


of the research work. 


Bakst allegedly has been engaged in research work at the 


Library of Congress in Washington, D. C., after which he expects to go ito. . the West 


;Soast to work on the same project. 


Seymour Bakst is Executive Secretary of the 


¥ American Youth for Democracy in the District of Columbia. 


No further information 


al 


a id 


'was-received, and there is no indication in this information that the book planned 
by Bransten is to be of a derogatory nature, This information will be checked in 
an effort to determine its reliability and to enlarge upon it. 
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RE: RICHARD BRANSTEN — eer 
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Richard Bransten is West Coast Editor of "New Masses." His last reported 
residence was 1427 Kings Road, Los Angeles, California. 


BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 


Richard Bransten has long written under the pen name of Bruce Minton. 
His family name las sometimes been spelled Branston, although he is not known to 
have spelled it in this manner himself. It has been reported that the family 
name originally was Brandensten, Brandenstein or Brandstein. The family name 
allegedly was changed during the World War of 1914--1918 because of its German 
sound. Richard Bransten's family is reputedly rich and is said to be the owner 
of a nationally-knowm firm distributing M.J.B. Coffee and located in San Francisco. 
Richard Bransten claims to have been born February 24, 1906, at San Francisco, 
California, and to have received an A.B. degree in English Literature at Harvard 
College. It is also reported that he studied English Literature at Leland 
Stanford University. 


Richard Bransten first married a Louise Rosenberg, or Rosenburg, whose 
family allegedly controls the business which distributes the Del Monte brand of 
food products. He subsequently divorced her, however, and on August 12, 1937, 
he married Ruth McKenney, or McKenna, his present spouse. She is the author of 
My Sister Eileen." 


Prior to establishing residence at Los Angeles, California, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bransten resided at Washington, D. C., from about October, 1941, to about April, 
1944. Prior to October, 1941, they resided for some time at Westport, Connecticut. 


While residing in Washington, D. C., Richard Bransten was Washington 
Editor of "New Masses." 


a 


COMMUNISTIC ACTIVITIES 


Prior to leaving Westport, Connecticut, the Branstens stored approxi- 
mately sixteen cartons of correspondence and books, This material contained 
letters from Ruth Bransten to her husband, in one of which she characterizes 
him as a "splendid Communist."' In another letter, she comments on a book he 
intends to write and refers to Mr. Bransten and herself as "we Communists." 

These personal effects also contained an identification card dated September 15, 
1937, at Valencia, Spain, indicating that Bransten was serving as a correspondent 


of the Federated Press, "Photo History," and "New Masses." 
Srmsayhits * 14 ane 


SSPHES DESTROYED momx'/046-2446f—- FA 
2 O FEB 15 1974 = 


@ @ 


The correspondence and documents stored indicated that Bruce Minton is the 
author of "California's Legal Lynch," which discusses a trial in California of cer- 
tain alleged Communists under the California Criminal Syndicalism Act. In it Minton 
stated,"It is too bad that the proceedings cannot be broadcast. For those fortunate 
to be present, it is a splendid groundwork in Marxism. On trial with the seventeen 
workers is not only the Communist Party, but all workers and intellectuals, all 
pacifists and anti-Fascists, all liberals and students.!! 


Bruce Minton also wrote "The Counter Revolution Joins the Prosecution," in 
which the author condemns Trotskyites. 


"Red Flag Over San Francisco" is another article by Bruce Minton, reporting 
the opening of the Soviet Consul's Office in San Francisco. This report contains the 
following statement: The workers in San Francisco know the Consulate is opened. 
Someday they will open our Consulate in Moscow." 


An article entitled "More California Vigilantes," also written by Bruce 
Minton, describes the strike of the Filipino Labor Union in Salinas, California. 


While a resident of Washington, D. C., Richard Bransten was a member of 
the Communist Party. He attended numerous Party meetings, at many of which he is 
reported to have spoken. 


On December 26, 1942,-for example, he.attended a party in the home of 
Jewel Mazique, 1861 California Street, Northwest, which was given for possible re- 
cruits into the Communist Party. Richard Bransten was the main speaker and stated 
that he was a member of the Communist Party of the United States of America, and. 
that he hoped that all those present would become Communists and if not, that they - 
would try to learn as much as possible about the Movement and assist in building a 
better America. He named Joseph Stalin as. .the outstanding exponent of Marxism and 
Leninism. 

Bransten was also the principal speaker at a meeting celebrating the 
twentieth anniversary of the "Daily Worker" held at 1421 T Street, Northwest, Wash- 
ington, D. C., on November 26, 1943. He emphasized the influence of the "Daily 
Worker" and stated that its influence was wider than the people who actually read it, 
since they influence others by discussing its feature articles. He used the preceding 
elections as an example, stating that the Communist candidates had received large 
numbers of votes from non-Communists. 


in February, 1944, Bransten began to make arrangements with Communist Party 
officials in Washington for a transfer of his membership to the Communist Party in 
Los Angeles. As a result an official Party transfer card was issued to him in the 
name of Bruce Minton on March 1, 1944, indicating that he had been transferred from 
the Communist Party in washington, D. C. to Hollywood, California, where he was 
assigned to Branch H of the local Party's Northwest Section. In May, 1944, he es- 
tablished contact with Communist Party functionaries at Los Angeles County Communist 
Party headquarters. 


Both Richard Bransten and his wife are members of Branch H of the Northwest 


Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Political Association and several 
meetings of this Branch have been held in his home. He has also lectured before 
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the Echo Park Women's Club of the Communist Political Association, and at a 
lecture before-that Club on August 7, 1944, he stated, in substance, that 

the capitalistic system can and will be able to enjoy for some time an era of 
prosperity just so long as they maintain a cooperative and free attitude 

among themselves and the Soviet Union. The position of the Communists in this 
country, he stated, must be one of cooperation with capitalists and leadership 
among the people toward a more liberal form of capitalism. He stated, sub-— 
stantially, that "because we are Marxists, our position must be that of educat- 
ing and leading the masses who are not ready for Communism." 


Bransten is in close contact with Communist Political Association 
officials and functionaries in the Los Angeles area, 


Louise Bransten, the first wife of Richard Bransten from whom he is 
now divorced, has long been connected with Communist activities. 


ONE-MILLION—DOLLAR LAWSUIT BY JAMES H. R. CROMWELL FOR LIBEL 


In the February 24, 1942 issue of "New Masses" there appeared an 
article written by Bruce Minton, entitled "Appeasers Who's Who", In this 
article, Minton named Evalyn Walsh Mclean as the hostess to general head- 
quarters of Fifth Columists and of a clearing house of those who justify 
Hitler and gloat over Pearl Harbor. The article listed names of guests of 
Mrs. McLean, whom it characterized as part of Washington's "Cliveden set", 
Among others the article listed James H. R. Cromwell, former United States 
Minister to Canada, Breckinridge Long, A. A. Berle, and Director J. Edgar 
Hoover of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The article stated that each 
of the persons listed had been linked with the isolationists and many had been 
called Appeasers, It stated that almost all had at one time or another ex~ 
pressed admiration for Mussolini, if not openly for Hitler. 


On about March 11, 1942, James H. R. Cromwell, former United States 
Minister to Canada, filed suit in Federal Court for damages of one million 
dollars against "New Masses" and Bruce Minton for alleged libel arising out 
of the publication by that magazine of the above article. 


"New Masses" allegedly paid to James H. R. Cromwell on August 26, 
1942, a "substantial sum" for all costs relating to his libel suit and also 
issued a statement in which it said that on the basis of information which 
he regarded as reliable, Mr. Minton included the name of Mr. Cromwell in his 
article on the 4'Cliveden set" in Washington, D. C., but that an investigation 
by "New Masses" proved the contrary. The statement concluded, "having 
mistakenly impugned Mr. Cromwell's patriotism, we welcome this opportunity to 
make a public retraction in the hope that it will not only right a personal 
wrong, but help strengthen our country's fight for life. We are happy that 
Mr. Cromwell ‘has accepted our retraction in that spirit." 


Sa 


) ee to the attitude of Richard Bransten toward former President—Herberb=-fe%,,%om 
4 Hoover and relative. to. the. -progress_ s_Bransten, j awho" writes under’ ‘the: “pen iiss Beaty 
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TO: THE DIRECTOR DATE: May 24, 19487 
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SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, with aliases; ur. Rosen 
j INTERNAL SECURITY = C Mr. Tracy 


* Mr. Carson. 
f Mr. Egan SS 
‘ ny Mr. Hendon Wane 
ae The following additional information has been received.rela~ i. Remington. 
Nease 


Miss Gandy. 


‘name 0 of Bruce . _Minton, . Ls. making-on.- ‘his..biography. “OF. ‘Herbert.’ Hoover. Sa 


On April 15, 1945, the People's Educational Center conducted an 


jit "institute" at the Shoreham Hotel, Los Angeles, ce ua of the fe (De ee 


Seu re fe 29 FEB 15 1974 


& 

Through. strictly confidential means a wma RES, ‘speech deli fered 
by the subject was obtained, The first portion of the spree sdbalt ‘with 
for a general international organization among the Unit es and its Le 
to prevent aggression and to remove the political, economic and social -eayses of 
war. The subject. asserted that the Republican Administration.in the United 
States in 1920 arrogantly stood by and decided the world was "America's oyster" 
on the basis that the United States alone could dominate the world. He described 
this policy as "isolation", but Stated the only thing isolated was peace. This 
isolation he further described as. “predatory imperialism", and Stated there are 


speakers being the subject, under. the name of Bruce maidn} ct | g3— 


» 


tstrir “people © ‘in this country who advocate this "Iuce ‘thinking, ‘who are. organizing 


ow, at this moment, for the post-war world they _ @esire, the world they see as., 
“the American Century. W''Subject stated the League of Nations failed, and that 
justice was tratipled’ by "dollar diplomacy". He stated that after the First 
World War the entire world was divided into spheres of influence and power blocs. 
He said, "We saw capitalism in crisis trying to solve its desperate problems at 
the expense of the Socialist Soviet Union." He asserted, "The Soviet Union was - 
deliberately isolated and delivered over as the intended victim to Nazi Germany 
and imperial Japan, and still there was no peace." He then justified Russia's 
demand for a vote in the United Nations Conference on the part of the Ukraine and 
Bylorussia on the grounds that Russia desired to give these states more autonomy 
and "anyhow, shouldn't a nation have a vote commensurate with its power and place 
in the world?! Snhject's speech then proceeded to a discussion.of what..he.termed 
the forces opposing the ‘United Nations Conference at San Fy Francisco,..and expressed 
considerable e criticism. of ' Herbert Hoover and Senator Vandenberg, whom he termed 
NHOOWEer''s ‘Stooge!’ ‘Subject stated 3d Hoover and Vandenberg "want to delay and amend 
(proposals recommended at the United” “Nations™ Conference) § 3 to isolate the Soviet 
Unions_make former enemies allies, and, then use..these-new friends to. right. wrongs 


NAY 


Fa 


committed by our present, allies, That is Mr. Hoover's peace-—the Third World War." 


Subject stated Harbert—Hoover. desires spheres of influence and : isolation of the 


US nh world affairs, and to this end he is aided by the. ‘Hearst..press, . Patterson 
and McCormick, Scripps-Howard and. Hey yetuce, Nall yi “who fear. ‘the common man, _ “who * 


“2 


dread a ‘hagiior staridard_of or ae diigher cultural a attainment, Sore. of trade a 


He contended thatthe Ww @apons - “of tt "the, 1e reactionary. _Broups _ “just; ‘referred to. are. 
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falsehoods, the spreading of confusion, Ked-baiting, libel of our Allies." 
Referring to “thé problems coincident to world peace, he stated, "We must believe 
in the essential integrity of our Allies, who have proved themselves in war," 

and continued by stating that when the problems of peace are "presented by dis-~ 
rupters, the defeatists, the imperialists, who do not want peace, who do not want 
to sacrifice a dollar for stability and security—these problems as presented by 
such spokesmen of chaos and doom are something else again—thsy are the counsel 
of our enemies." ; 


He also referred to wrongs done in Greece, stating that such wrongs do 
not cancel out the central meaning of the war, and pointed out that while these 
wrongs could not be entirely forgiven or forgotten, the war itself will in the 
end correct these abuses which delayed the winning of the war. He illustrated 
this by stating, "Ihe recognition of Mihailovich, which caused misgivings, has 
long been cancelled out by reality-—~it is the Tito Government that will represent 
Jugoslavia in San Francisco." 


Subject's speech was closed as follows: "Defeatism has nothing to offer 
those who struggle for a progressive world of stability and peace. It is our 
function, the functioning of even the handful of us here this afternoon, to popu- 
larize the issues and decisions reached in San Francisco. The people must be 
mobilized to win the peace, just as they had to be mobilized to win the war, be= 
cause in the end the Wily Ones must inevitably lose, if the people understand. 
They are subtle, they are clever, they are slippery, the Hoovers and the America 
Firsters, but they are never successful against a resolute majority, an informed 
and determined majority." 


Special Agent Fred G. Dupuis also attended a Political Affairs Forun, 
conducted on April 20, 1945 by the Fifty-ninth Assembly District, Communist 
Political Association Club, at 6121 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, 
at which the subject spoke. Toward the end of his speech he stated, "Commnists 
are sometimes called radicals because they believe in logic and believing in 
logic they know you can't build a new world in one day=~-it takes time—unless 
the time is right-——-then we can do it." 


By strictly confidential means, it has been ascertained that subject 
and his wife are very much disgusted with California and the people they have 
met there, and that they intend to return to Comnecticut and New York City as 
soon as possible. Subject feels that he and his wife, Ruth McKenney, can stay 
in Los Angeles and make considerable money as motion picture writers, and feels, 
in fact, that they are presently among the topnotchers in the industry, but that 
they simply cannot stand the corrupting atmosphere. Bransten feels that there 
is not a first-rate person in the writing profession in Hollywood, that they are 
fall undermined, pompous, boring and authoritative. The information relating to 
‘subject's intention to return to Comecticut should be treated very confidentially 
inasmuch as the only friend in whom he has.confided this information is Adam 

_/tapin, of the/Daily Worker" in New York City. 
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Subject feels that his work on the biography of Herbert Hoover is not 
going very well because of frequent interruptions, particularly his attendance 
at the United Nations Conference. He expects to finish it through steady work, 
once he and his wife return to Connecticut. He finds it hard to write in Los 
Angeles, inasmuch as he feels isolated and out of touch with world events. 
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Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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Lv I thought you would like to know that the New York Field Office, ur. Bean 


is just received considerable correspondence through an rea ure auc Centk 
as ce, whic gnrespondence includes letters from Grace Tots 5 Foon 
Grannieh'€o her tucbend: to her husband, Ma Vie cnteh and other writings..__.GVvace. ie oe 


Miss Gandy_ 


f gents has Grannich has been attend attending. he.San...Francisco_Conferenceas_a representative——-——___—_ 


Among the documents received by the New York Office is a letter written 
by Richard Bransten on November 24,. apparently 1944, in which, after discussing 
the work that Ruth Bransten is doing, he stated: "I have not yet started to 
write on Hoover--I do so beginning January 2. But I have been reading and 
collecting material—~yes, I've seen Hamili's shameful book, which is really | 
filthy. I'm giving Hoover a real break, and I hope that way to take his ' 
skin off in strips and to do more than get at him, but to get at certain 
other important historical developments. I hope for a good book-~I am glad 
you are willing now to say that you'll read it even though Hoover is dull." 


The New York Office also obtained access to a letter dated April 29, 
1944, from Grace Grannich to her husband, in which she states that Ruth McK. 
(undoubtedly Ruth McKemey, the wife of Richard Bransten) is in Connecticut 
buying a house, You will recall that the Los Angeles Office recently ascertained 
through strictly confidential means that the Branstens are disgusted with Holly- 
wood and Los Angeles and are contemplating returning to Connecticut. They 
previously resided at Westport, Connecticut, for a number of years prior to 
their departure for Washington, D. ©., where Bransten was Washington editor of 
— New Masses." 
In a letter dated April 30, 1945, Grace Grannich commented: "As you 
will know by time you get this, Conference not going so good——-a real gangup 
on the Soviet Union——Molotov is said to be going to protest this afternoon 
at the plenary session...--even France voted for Argentina: seems they haven't 
learned the lesson about fascism yet! All this devilment is said to be the 
sinister maneuvering of Eden--helped by Vandenberg. Stettinius they say is 
a babe in the woods, and both of the others pull him around by the nosedAImMy, 7. 
The New Haven Field Office has been instructed to ascertain whethes Ut 
the Branstens still own the residence which they purchased about August 1, 1939, 
at Westport, Connecticut, and in which they resided until about October, 1941, 
when they moved to Washington, D. C. That office has also been instructed : 
to be on the alert for any indication that the Branstens have appeared in GAD 
Connecticut or are purchasing a home there. / 
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SAC, New York ce ae / ee due 25. 1945, 
gohn Bager Hoover = Director, Federal Bureau of "Investigation ; 
/* BIC BRAUSTEN, with aliases te ey a. - ee ta iy f 
* . Bruee¥ilinton, ‘Richard’Brauston, =~ BO as a ee 


Richard: randenstein, Ri Richard Erandeasten : 
INTERNAL SECURITY -¢ >: i eee 3 


“Reference is made to your memorandum of way 2 ‘28, 


Y 19 5, entitled — ; a 
os a fax/Grannich; Internal. Seéurity - R,*.in which you. deseri certain se ee 
os o correspondence from GracefGrannich,. representative of th A; People's | YorLa | te 


ae “4 at the San Francisco United Nations Conferénce, to her husband, "ax Grannich, ~ . 
a _ and certain other ‘correspondence obtained by your aca ‘through a confidential, ee 
4 - sources Eevee: ae. 


On page five of your memorandum, reference ag made “bo a letter from tit ORY 
. Richara Brariston written Movember 24,: apparently. 1944, in which he makes- — 
"mention of a book he intends to write on Hoover. You indicate that there 
“is no way to tell frou the. correspondence whether Ereutten is zoterring, to ars. 
ex-Fresident Hoover or to the Directors = oe . -, af a 


i the pen. name of Bruce Minton, is gathering material for a book on former 
ytresident Herberf\ Hoover. He is being assisted in: this project: by one. Seymour | 
{| Bakst, an active Member of ‘the Commnsee Political Association at Washington, © 
oa Ces he Ae i . 4 . ig e 8 i . 
; rae - By’ way, of bakeroote: Richard ieenntuet is whe lest Beast: editor. of a ° J 
ilew Masses," with which he has been associated since about.1935. He was, earns: etd 
formerly active in the Mew York area. and. considerable investigation has, been ae 
‘ gonducted by your. office in the past, particularly with reference.*to his. _-; ; 
ection in connection, ta. nh "New Uasses" and the news letter iin Pa Fact ca 


It is Tem ‘to, the Bureati bhat Richard Bransteh, “gino writes. mee 


iy 


was born, at San ‘Tr ar cisco, California, on. "February 2h; 
She divorced him at Reno,. a Aes 
Ruth}ickenney at New Milford, Connecticut, \s" -/ 
ranstdén,. subject's divorced eth inherited 


“Richard Bransil 


Nevada, July 26, 1937, and he marri 
August 12, 1937. Louise Rosenberg, 


is the author of hy Sister aged and other works. Vara 
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to Washington where Bransten nas Washington editor of "New Masses." In. 
about April, 1944, Bransten and his wife, Ruth MeKenney, moved to Les. 
Angeles and they now reside in Vest Los Angeles, California. Both tr. and 
lirs. Bransten are members of the Communist Political Association and vere 
previously members of the Communist Party, USA. The howe on Reston Road, 
Vestport, Connecticut, previously occupied by the Branstens wis owed by” 
. ‘them and there has been some recent indication that they may still be. the ae 
. owners of this property. 


The Los Angeles ofsies hag Bee ee ascertained through 4 s eeiotly. 
confidential source that the Branstens are disgusted with, Borproe and Los : 
Angeles and are planning to return to Gonnecticut. 


i €n page three of your memorandum of Vay 28, 1945, ‘you or ont that 
in a letter from Grace to her husband, Max Gramnich, Grace states in part: 
"Ruth McK. will probably cakl you-eshe is in Connecticut vayene & house.” 

; the Ruth Mek. referred to is undoubtedly ain HeKenney. 


‘The New Haven Meld Office is yeqneated to. ascertain drcuseeely 
'. whether the Braristeng still own the residence on Easton Road, vestport, Connecticut, . 
previously occupied by them. This lead must be piven na veered attention. 
‘The New Haven Office is also requested to be on the alertyforx any information 
indicating the presence in Connecticut of Richard or aoe or any 
efforts on their park to aaa another residence in Connécticout. - 


On page. four of your membrendum of May 28, 19453 reference is made 
ass a levter from Grace marked Thursday vhich states in pert: "News: ho - 
do you suppose is out heré? Nemmy and Clara-~come to be president of the 
organization in Les Andeles. dust wait until he tangles with Richardl... 
This eomes because Pati (Toohey is very sick, can't work any more and Cary finer 
\- 3s going to take his place in Detroit: therefore Nammy comes here. They i 
“ just arpived today and were in the office. . . LULL see them agein tn Les Angeles 
wien, = 89, there petete 


e 
Pa 


Fes _. Phe zwte mee to ay and Clara is undoubtedly a eabeneawe to Hed 

Sparks and Clar “sparks, his wife, vho have recently peen transferred by the 

-/ Gémmunist Political Association fron ii inaukesy Visconsin to Los Angelesy. 
California. The Richard referred to ig believed to be Richard Bransten 
inasmach as 1% is know ‘that Grace Grarinich oe been in rather close contact 
with bransten recently, 


For the information ofthe New Haven office, 5 the memorandum from ae 
the New York Office ania tay 28, 1945, indicates that among the correspondence 
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-. the Los Angeles Weld Office to, the Bureau dated Apri 7, Qld, in this matter, 


os ec - Los Angeles ~ 4 Pie, oe 
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| hich it received from a. strictly confidential source wis a letter from Richard 
Branston written November 24; apparently 1944, in which he. stated: Sheng 
“WE have not yet started to write.on Hoover-=r do so beginning January 2. -. : 
But I have been reading and collecting material-~yes, i've seen Hammilits © 
shameful book, which is. really filthy. ‘I'm. giving Hoover a veal break, avid 
. hope thet way to take his skin off in strips.and to do more than: get. 
‘, at hin, but to get at certain other important histories. developments, 

Tt hope for a good book-I ‘am glad you. are willing now to say that youtll ~- - 

_' ¥@ad it even though Hoover is dull" va 


wo’ 


ved 


of the fact that the Branstens aze apparently contemplating returning to” . 
Connecticut in the neax future. . In that event, both the New Haven and New aoe 
York Field Offices will undoubtedly be ¢alled-upon to condust additional... ; 


this. information Is being firnighed the New Haven Office in view ‘See ge 


* investigation in this matter, both in connection with, Bransten's planned book. 
:on Herbert Hoover and in conneetion with hig. activitles.as a member of the = 
' Communist Political Association and an editor of "New Hassess®§. =, 


(‘the New York Office, yhich ae received toples‘of-tyo “letters from: 


is requested to advisethe Bureau immediately of any 2dditional, anforaation: 
it may receive relative %o thd book being prepared by Bransten concerning, 
Herbert Hoover. 0. te eo 
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income tax retomns 
@lso known ag Brocé"Sinton 
ae Ruth! tokenmiay, Lor the 


oe 3. and Ure. Bransten resided on Kaston ead, 
Gonnectiout, in 1940 and 1941 and wil? about Roverber 
From about Sovenber 1, 
to avout February 15, 1944, they resided at 2939 Nenurke Street, 


Be Wey Washington, Dy Ce xrom about Kebruary bo April, 1944, 


_ they resided at 3500. Conneciiont. Avenue, He Wey Washington, D.C. 
| they resided at ani wo 


_. ... sey then moved to California shore 
. 2676 Benedict Canyon Driva, Beverly Bilis, Califormin, fora = 
short while; the at 
. and then ab 454 He 


Bristol Aventis, Brentwood, 
Californias . See . 


| | Simerely yours, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED — 
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 
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1427 North Sings Road, Los Angeles, calite 
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papere ile oy Rich ransten, 


4941 to September, 1948, they resided 2b - - 
rashid ty : ‘ tesber, 1942, 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 q : \ 


Office Memorandum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DML suuC 
‘de Yr, Tolson 
4 yO : Mre Ee Ae Tann DATE: ges eg 
va f May 30, 1945 ST: 
C prom : Ure De ie 7288 OY Call: 2:05 
SUBJECT: RICHARD’ BRANST 3 with aliases: 


INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 


I eailed SAC Hood at Los Angeles and referred to the 
Bureau's wire of May 15th requesting Las, Angeles to forward 
the photographs they ,had obtained of/bi ography Bransten is 
preparing of HerbePblwoover: I requested Mr. Hood to look 
tnto this matter becduse we have not received the material, * 


, Sere a 
: Mr. Hood was of the opinion that this material nad béeent”. 
- forwarded to uss however, he will check into tt and ‘adujise.us 


concerning samées fon *ROO 6. nt 


{ ee a / 
56 JUN i°9 1945” 22/ ? 


1 
pry Sete 


SOMATIC DEC LAgSTRICATION Mee a - Bigg ® Rs ee ; 
peg coe ee | 
“Hodicval Rivet nf investigation - ae a 


“Biter States; Bepariniwnt nt Sustice Z 


cHnee Angeles “13, California 
od a 1946 ee 


(5 oe - ‘Director, EBI . > ee : nate ie ae ives oe i 5 Ss r aa ° ae E . . a et os 


4, 
* 


a ee wn a et ee RE: RICHARD BRANSTINy was | 
my REO 8 ot, 0h DPRRNAD SRCURTEY = ¢- 


be Joe 8 EM tee Boréau File #i0stsess7 
: pares Ba, re ee * ee ore ae : - = eI 


ee eat ee Be 


' se o's 
a ae aes i eee S id eS nie 
S 7 


ee Wi, Sarees “Reference” is made’ to ny” ‘Letter ‘of May AD, 1946, ‘advising that Boge a vf 
foe cee i passe. has /done- on a biography of. _BERBERESROOVER: ‘has ‘been photographed, - - e 
pene 2 “end Will: be forwarded to. the Bureau. In accordance with ny “telsphonic-con-. ~ 

ot _versation with. Assistant Director. LADD- on: May’. 50, ‘there! is, enclosed : herembtir:, 
Va Oe Toosenedr’ natebook containing. ‘these. Photographs. . eA ee 


ic are he photographs’ naive: hoor ‘artenged in, ‘Pave. sections; the: first. cone se 
Bye cs ~tadning eorrespondence’ between RICHARD. BRANSTEN and SBYMOURZBAKST- regarding, i 
Ce oe one: finsnoial. of rohit ‘betwecn ores the. chica tiTe5 oF: the’: oe pnd dis=, : 
ae te Ate. 


| ex pace “ Sectiox Ir gontadis Soiesapeuseros Kettieen “RICHARD BRANSTEN. and" . e ee 
* fomier president HERBERT HOOVER, as well as. other acquaintarices of Mra - = cs eS or: 
2 R ‘to whom he .referred -the.subject. Also included is: a letter from” aT ae ow 
4 EROME, | advising that that. individual had Aisousaga the, , Bropgned diene : 
ae ee oe ERs: ‘who! had: approved the: SAMO» artis 


ena Tar:  éfritains’ ‘the girst area: ‘ehipters. ‘or: tho ‘Vodie- edie. = 
Pp apently is. to bei r. the: title. "Defeat<-The: Story. of’. Herbert. Bgover™. “i 
ING J tote, : eS 


ants Up SET eh fp 


e . 


: pee 'aigoeilanbous, articles of pencayel: wien, may 


“5 bade ae : Ves 
“Rage ae ee pth neg bial Tsoi coon 
ara ‘index pee tained: by bcs BRANSTEN pe fae aa 
cation used, in the. resegtehe be: - 


, : “Tt raenet to, Section: i; the first page of a jetter in. this Soak - 
missing; “the . second, ‘third and, coun Pages “of this earer toe the Pts, Vise 
Last AES: of, this, har cay ae ; ‘ be BES ee ae 3 


. male: ‘the’ eee with BAKST- ana the poreiond: indicate quite 
‘0. ganiy the purposes: of this book, attention is invited to: letter, * from, the ' 
New York Office. to. ithe - eae dated. May 28571 =e, entitled; MMAX} are | 


2 AIK oa RE 
=e ot ie re a ae eta = EE “2 by foe ee 0h i 


Director, FBI 


May 31, 1945 


Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
~ © INTERNAL SECURTTY -c- 
‘Bureau File (tecses2e5s-— 


INTERNAL SECURITY - R' which, on page 5, contains a quotation from a letter 


” written’ by subject BRANSTEN. to MAX GRANNICH. on November 24, 1944, as follows: 


"I'm giving Hoover a real break, and I hope that way to take his skin off 
in strips and to do more than get at him but to get at certain other impor- 
tant’ historical developments." This motive is evidenced in numerous -passages 


that appear in the enclosed photographs. 


- It should be noted that when newspapers recently. carried articles 


. Yegarding the conference of HERBERT HOOVER and President TRUMAN, subject 


NEL INFGPOLd. CNDI LA MN-1 that the opposition to HERBERT HOOVER would have to be 


sic KENNEY intend to léave Los Angeles by car June 15th to return to Westport, 


--+—Blayed down a Tittle. 


It should also be noted that subject BRANSTEN and his wife RUTH. 


a) 


Connecticut, where RUTH McKENNEY recently purchased a home. . The’ address is 


. believed to be 48 Canal: Street, which information is furnished the New Haven “- 


Office for its assistance in the event the Bureau should request that office . 


4 


_ ‘to arrange for telephone surveillance of the Subject since suchiatsurveillance 


in Los Angeles has been quite productive. 
Very truly yours, 


Es ee ‘ : 
- RL B. Hoey ; 
_. Special Agent in Charge - 


‘. « 10021354 


CC. New York” ~ 
‘New Haven 
Washington 
San Francisco —~ 
Air Mail oe 
Registered Mail, R.R.R. 
Encl.-1 | 
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' CAR INITIALS AND NO. 


-| INITIALS OF SHIPPER’S AUTHORIZED AGENT OR EMPLOYEE -..___..-.----~----=-------------- epee n nnn | GROSS 


it ; Standard Form. No. 1105 


dard Form. No. U @covernmenr FREIGHT wang J= 375840 
Comptroller General, U-S. ND: 
“ISS ORIGINAL ’ : 


PLACE aK SPECIAL, SERVICE PASTERS HERE 


CL, TRANSFERRED TO OR LCL LOADING NO. FREIGHT BILL DATE FREIGHT BILL NO, WAYBILL DATE 


NAME OF INITIAL TRANSPORTATION COMPANY ine 
RATLUAY EXPRESS AGENOY, INC, ATR EXERIS 


WEIGHT IN TONS 
TARE 


TRAFFIC CONTROL NO? 


LENGTH OF CAR MARKED CAPACITY OF CAR 
NET ORDERED FURNISHED ORDERED FURNISHED 


GROSS 


TO STATION STATE FROM SRT 


LOS ANGOLES, GALIPCE ORNTA. 


) 
E FE NAME OF SHIPPER 
© | ROUTE (SHOW EACH JUNCTION AND CARRIER IN ROUTE ORDER TO DESTINATION OF WAYBILL) UT. BEET, 0 eo gvs DELO, TRORASE, RUREAG G 
Fa MARKS eee 
i > , 
a oy 
. ( “= 

CONSIGNED TOA: Ts 4 
CONSIGNED TOM GinlicUirS (EET ADDRESS OF CONSIGNEE—FOR PURPOSES OF NOTIFICATION ONLY) 

PRDERAL BUREAG Gf INVESTIGATIOS 

U.S. DUT. oF JUSTICa 

WASELE: BAP 3 BG. CHARGES T0 BEBILLED TO (DEPARTMENT OR ESTABLISHMENT AND BUREAU OR SERVICE AND LOCATION) 

at 


DESTINATION STATE OF 


VASHINGION, DiGe. 


MOVEMENT DESIGNATED BY GOVERNMENT 


APPROPRIATION CHARGEABLE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

TSSUINGOFFICE. ~~ 
PRY, £05 AUCILRS 

NAME AND TITLE OF ISSUING OFFICER 

R. B. HOOD, SPECIAL AGINT IN GIARGE 


WEIGHED AT 


PICK-UP SERVICE AT ORIGIN BY THE GOVERNMENT OR ITS AGENT 


(oiseet “was” OR “WAS KOT") 8, 


TARE ALLOWANCE. NET 


PACKAGES : 4 4 
No. Kind + DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLES AND EXCEPTIONS Noe: ON PKGS. WEIGHTS RATE FREIGHT ADVANCES : 
s 4 L 
1 
OUPIOIAL U.S, GQVEMIMINR PROPRTY be 


TANDLS UNDER SIGMARRS ; 


NAME OF TRANSPORTATION COMPANY . - 


CONTRACT NO. 0 . 
PURCHASE ORDER ae wee enerenennernnneeenannnnnen DATED -...-.. wwennceneenccennenscnceenen: ery 
OR OTHER AUTHOR! Piapor SHIPMENT 


(F.0.B.POINTNAMED {7 4 3} A ; 
ae IN CONTRA 
rane g SIGNATURE CE: 8 ENT fe 
mt ie J i # 4 f 
SIGNATURE OF aos / ; a 
ISSUING OFFICER LJ anne A Oe Lene rene = = m ‘J Oe SL ot On Le , 


OUTGOING JUNCTION AGENT WILL SHOW JUNCTION STAMPS IN SPACE AND ORDER PRO 
PLACED ON BACK HEREO! 


FIRST JUNCTION " . SECOND JUNCTION THIRD JUNCTION FOURTH JUNCTION STATION NAME AND DATE REPORTED 


a if .f 


DED, SNOWIDED, ADDITIONAL JUNCTION STAMPS AN "JUNCTION STAMPS An YARD SFAMPS TO BE DESTINATION AGENT ILL STAMP 


¢ 4 
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a/ 
TO : Director, FBI DATE: June 16, 1945 
At#prom : SAC, New Haven 


ae SUBJECT: me STEN, wag. Bruce Minton, te cence Richard 
he @Brandensten Richar randenstein —- INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 
100913255) 


(Bureau File No. 1 
fr Reference is made to Bureau letter dated June 2, 1945 in the 
A above captioned matter wherein the New Haven Office is requested to ascer- 
tain discreetly whether the BRANSTENS still own the residence on the Easton 


Road, Westport, Connecticut, previously occupied by them and requesting ex- 
peditious attention to this matter, and wherein the New Haven Office was 

also requested to be on the elerk for any information indicating the presence 
in Connecticut of RICHARD or RU BRANSTEN or any efforts on their part to 
acquire another residence in “womecticat . 


It was ascertained on June 14, 1 in the office of the Town 
Clerk, Westport, Co i in the Book of Deeds, Volume 81, Page 307, that 
the property on Easton Road referre wabove was sold by RICHARD B — TEN to 


-ond SHIRLE TEGER of Brooklyn, New York on April 10, 19s, f 
$I. I bed that a mortgage on the above property by RIGHARD 
BRA oom was held by EDWARD LIAGREENBERG. It was further noted that witnesses 
signing this warranty deed at the exchange of the property to the KRIEGERS 
were JOHN P. LIZAK and JOSEPH J. KANABAY, aes of Chicago, Illinois. On. 


this date also it was asce 2property at = Canal Streef, 
from the Special “Agent 


Wes nnecticut, referred to in corre ee ondence 
in“cthar a Los angeles; to the Director May May 31, 1945 in ai Cape. oned matt matter 


Was in the process of s '_ Sale through eHarper—Wood Company. INC. 5.8 real. 
estate-agency l6cated on ‘taylor Place, Westport. An attorney handling the 
. mat undisclosed client was HETREWARD WAKE of f Taylor “Place, Westport. 
On that date the ¢ ‘deed. leed_had not as. 5 as_yet t been. ; been registered in the e Office of the 
fown Clerk. pees oe 


Pare all 


gy a PCa ey eer 

* correspondence RICHARD BRANSTEN advised that as moving to 48 Canal Street, 
effective July 2, 1945. He Stated that he would be traveling from June 15 
to Da ar ROSS ES a Se PESTON oF oT eu et 
period in an emergency through his mother, MRS CHARLES/BEANSTEN of 2275 
Brees: San Francisco, California. nema 


aaa 


On June 15, 1945 it was ascertained that a deed had been registered 
with the Office = eer Tow ee pee eae »_Which indicated 


that _RUTH Mcki NOE Brentwood, , California, had purchased the resi- 

dence at é at 48 Cz Canal Street, “Testbort P ou Westport, for the amount of $26,500, from AVA B,2300TH, 
ths“former r owner, who is the wife of F ‘BOOTH. Previous records of the m 
Tow Clerk indicate that HENRY BOOTH H transferred this property to his WES” nfo i 
during June of 1945. Sra | ef BN 


cc New York 


Lp san gp 209, sed ~74 


Cf 49 Jun 1a 1945 
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& EOG-e0088 sp ob a +. 3 
SAC, Washington z "> dume 30, 1945, 
re | , John Edgar Hoover ~ Director, Federal Bureau of seal coat 


" ‘RICHARD BRANSTEN, with aliases a 4 hoe oe 
INTERNAL SECURITY - Cc A eC 2 8 
Washington File 100-7464 oS 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent Hugh D. McCullough, 
dated at Washington, D. C., dume 14, 1945, in mien this case is referred upon 
‘completion to the office of origin. 


It is Aonitea that you reopen this case in your office for the pum 
-. pose of following the progress being made by. Seymour Bakst in connection with 
“the research work which he is performing for Richard Bransten and also OR the 
purpose of eacoranre when the Pesearcl has been pompreets 


. -¢e = Los angéles 
New Haven 


Mr. Tolson | a F 2 isis ie a sae 
‘Me! B MCAT! Ns $ te (Ca ose 
or =e LED: 3 hoe 
re Niotots 4945 an : , 
Me. Hendon_a c INVESTIGATION 
Mr. Pennington t die XEAU OF 
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| € : - : 7 : _ . : 5 J . ; ad 
\ ee Seam paaTiAENT OF yusTic& . | | 
\ Miss oar - ; ; ; 


“Bona No. i ’ ae ne is 
ane CASE: ORIGINATED: AT.) 


; < FILE NO; | aoe” 


a pate WHEN, MADE SeRiOu FOR..- 2s, 


“Wh, Bi A 
6,19; 


: EN with al 1868 ery ‘Manton, ne? ees 
end ‘Bishan andstein 9 n= ie es 


: ‘gehio axsy otcupies. Reading. Hobin pu ab he 
‘ _ Library’ ‘of ‘Congress. and - continues - ‘$0. do essenell” : 
\ Mork for the ‘subject on material. Concerning eK SS 
President HERBERE-HOOVER, - ‘BAKST ‘has -made several. 
| trips, to New York City to obtain material for this | er ea 
“research frojects: ‘tut there. is no. indication of - his a ae ae 
i. going" to. the West: Coast to work...” Accaint of BAKSE a a 
oe Riges: ‘National Bank: in: District: of Columbia. : 
reflects ‘balance .of$453935 ag Of May 235° 19459053 
“A deposit: of $1,000 to.his account on March 28, 1945. a 
py -Grédit Memorandum from the Bank of America’ tee 
a the only Large deposit since December 16, 19446. 
‘He.has not: ever been a, Lieutenant for. the French 
Air: ‘Misgion, | but:was: formerly “employed... as 8 -‘teche-: 
nician;: resigning. on August 31, “1944,."and. has had _ 
no” connection. With this. Mission.since that’ dates: 
x “BAKSY. ‘continues “to: be wery active. inthe - "Committ. oe 
- Political Association ‘bffairs: in. the- Mstrict’ of.:-->. Sess 
* Colunbiag‘ Informant. advises: BAKST ‘expects. the. subject - 
a ‘to move +6: Connecticut: ‘SOON, - ‘and thatthe subject «=. : 
. ’ plans. to- -complete “his-book. on -HERBERD, HOOVER. in 
“st approximately’ three. weekse _ GREGORY SILVERIASTER, = 
‘ “ peferred ‘t0-as.a ‘friend of: “the: subjects is'a “governs. 
“ment: -empldyee’ arid :a“'know Gomminist . on the West ei 
~~ Coast: and" in he, District of “Ogimdee. oe 


TAREROVED AND, ae 44 Uf / ». yf] - ~ SPECIAL AGE fe: 
FORWARDED: y Z : as tN CHARGE. 


: S07 cables oF aps REPORT = nar cab Se TF i : 
"2: Los Angeles.” OS tes Tee ta 
Pee New’ Haven” (Infos). "Agile Ser spd 
+ 2, Washington Field: on ~ 3020s 


“egemas DESTROYED Bue : Ace 


dated March 31, 1945¢ Report of Special Agent 
_ FRED G, DUFUIS dated April 19, 1945 at Los 
Angeles, Californias . seer ‘ 


DETATLS: AT WASHINGLON, De Ce- 

; ‘Confidential Informant T-l-advised that SEYMOUR BAKST 4 
occupies the private reading room, #21, at the Library of Congress Annex, — 

i and has been in this room for approximately nine monthse On the application 

| filed by BAKS? for this reading room, he stated that he planned to do research 
- work for approximately one year to obtain information on the life and activities . 
of ex~President of the United States, HERBERT HOOVER, and that this material -~ 
‘was to be used in the writing of a book on HOOVER's life by a RICHARD BRANSIEN, | 


whose pen name is BRUCE MINION. . i 
—— #s This application was filed by BAKSE on September "4, L944 and 
further stated that in regard to the book to. be written by BRANSTEN, that — 
there is no knom publisher and the exact date the book is to be published 
is not knowns ae ; , gam 


This informant advised the writer that the following list of. 
books had been requested by BAKST during the month of April, 1945, ani that 
previous books requested by. BAKST were on the same material as those listed 
‘as follows: — =" ee ca, : = : ; 


NAME OF BOOK " AUTHOR DATE OF. 


“he New Day | Hy Cy HOOVER nope 
tRorty Years “in the Thite House? I. He HOOVER oe 1934 ; 
ligmerrica's Way. Forward! He Ce HOOVER = : “1939 _ 
igtate se Federal Regulation’  H. C. HOOVER 7 | _ 1925. 
NProblems of a Lasting Peace” : He Ce HOOVER ; —  — -19ae 


tamericats Association for 
International Conciliation" H. G. HOOVER 


‘Whe Problems of Distribution . H.C. HOOVER = . 4929. 


% 


WEO #100~7461- 


WBiographical Memoirs" «We TINDGREN 1935” 
"Geology of Tin Mining! . : We LINDGREN (#107) _ ps 
taimmst = s”s*”*« MENGE «083 
Wining Engineer Examination’ Ce JAMIN. 1933 


a 


-  . ngatallog and Indext «°° Py GL WABIAN = A901 


% ee eR H 


_ Confidential Informant Te2 advised that SEYMOUR BAKST has an 
-account at the Dupont Circle Branch of ‘the Riggs National Bank in the District 
of Columbia, and that as of December 16, 1944 a balance of $15;338e45 was held 
: by BAKST,' On February 14, 1945 there was a deposit of $10.00 to this accounts . 
| and the next deposit was listed as on March 5, 1945 and was also. in the amount, 
| _ of $10,009 “The only other-deposit listed for this account was on March. 28, 

- 1945 Lor $1,000.00 by a Credit Memorandum from the Bank of Americas the name ' 

of the individual paying this money was not showtig No other information — 
. regarding this bank account prior to December 16, 1944 was obtainede | 


_ J: & eheck of. the Personnel of the French Military Mission was mde 
‘by Special Agent GEORGE E. DAVIS of this Office, which check reflected that 
SEYMOUR BAKST was employed as a technician for this Mission from July 10, = 
- 1943 to August: 31, 1944 and during this’ employment he was und Colonel DeLANDs. 
The records of the French Mission failed to reflect that BAKSI was ever a 
- Tdeutenant or any officer of the French, and that the only comection he . 
. had with this Military Mission was that listed as a technicians There has — 
:.’ been no indication that BAKST -has ever had any contact or connection With | 
’ the French Military Hission since August 31, 1944, at which time he resignede” 
| #€Gonfidential Informant’ 348, whose identity is know to ‘the 
Burelul, advised that JANICE-BAKST, the wife of SEYMOUR BAKST, advised.a - 
GASE*GUREWITZ that her husband, SY, was in New York City doing research | 
work on the material for the book to be written on HERBERT HOOVER, The. 
_ anformant advised that GUREWITZ told JANICE that he had just written a letter . 
to President TRUMAN about HERBERT HOOVER, and that JANICE should write one 
‘also as she knew enough to really write a good ‘letter to the Presidents 
Tt was the opinion of this informant that this was in regard to HERBERT 
HOOVER's visiting President TRUMAN at the White House, and that GUREWITZ - 
and the BAKST's were not in favor of this visite. 


eae. an ee ee : 
Informant. was also of the opinion that SY‘BAKST had been going 


ok os 


> swapanenemmanmage sce 
( emneermenethenseshtaaieens sc, 


WRO #100—7461, 


to New York City on several. occasions doing research work in a library of 
that city regarding his obtaining material for the book on the life of | 


HERBERT HOOVER, whigh is to be written by the subjects | 
Confidential Informant Ta3 advised on June 4, 1945 that SY BAKST 


had told ELLZABETHSEARLE, the Secretary of the Communist Political Association 


for District #4, that RICHARD BRANSTEN was coming’ east to Connecticut and would . 


_vemain permanently; that BRANSTEN wants to finish his book within the next ~ 5 = 
three weekse According to the informant, the book referred to is that 


| and he has no information reflecting if BAKST is receiving any compensation 


' @ RICHARD BRANSTEN on the West: ‘Coast is paying hima considerable sum to 
obtain this information for him (BRANSTEN)¢ The informant stated further 


.. BAKSE anticipatés leaving the District of Columbia either temporarily or 
permanently in regard to this research project, however, he stated that on a 


.Fund Drive Comnitteess 


| 


oy on 


* still continues to be very active in the Commnist Political Association. 
, in the District of Columbia, and that at the present time he is known to be 
‘a manber of the Executive, Educationg Membership, ‘Finance, am Sustaini 


‘Training School Glasses of the Communist Political Association, and on 


concerning the life of HERBERT HOOVER, — 

a Confidential Informant Ty advised the witer that BAKST stil1 
resides at 1380 Fort Stevens Drive, NW, and contimes to work primarily on 
research at the Library of Gongresse This informant stated that he has no ~ 
knowledge of BAKSI* having any other employment besides this research work,. 


for this work, however, it is his belief, through conversation with SY, that . | 


that he has no Imowledge, and that. there has been no indication, that SEYMOUR © 


few occasions BAKST has been gone for two or three days and has stated on 
these occasions that he was in New York.City obtaining information from a 
library in that citys tae fe -_ 


” 


Confidential Informants of this Office reflect thatSEYMOUR BAKS? 


The informants also advised that BAKS! attends the Leadership 


several occasions he has been a teacher of these classes. ‘the details of the 

Commnist Political Association activities of SEYMOUR BAKST are not being © sf 
set forth at this time as he is ‘the ‘subject of a separate investigation by — - ral 
this Office and these activities are being recorded under the caption of SEY 4, a 


*. 


*% 


MOUR BAKST i, a | ee 
: . ° e : . si “4 % ie ash 2 a & ae 
” By letter from the Los Angeles Field Division dated April 19,/ ye 


1945, it was noted that indications were that the subject,  BRANSTEN, was c\\" | 
friendly with a "GREG", who, according to the Los Angeles letter, was believed 

to be GREGORY Ne-SILVERMASTERe A check of Stones Mercantile Credit Agency 

in the District of. Columbia by Special Employee NICHOLAS.”R, MANFREDA, reflected 
SILVERUASTER resides at’ 5515 30th Street, NWT in Washington, Ds Ga, and is 


es Ais 


HBO 008746) om. . 


approximately 48 years of ages married, and ‘that he formerly resided in 

New York State prior to his coming tothe District of Columbias From August - 
15,.1935 he was employed by the Fay Security Administration as Director of 
Labor at-a salary of $5,400.00 f amum. As of December 29, 1%44 he trans~ 
ferred from the Farm Securi- inistration to a position with the Treasury 
Depariment at a salary of -$¢ 200 per amunmg His file further reflected 

that he is married to Hd es and that they have one a whose i 
name was nos showne oe 


4 A check of the Civil Service Commission Records reflected that — 
STLVERIASTER has been flagged by this Commission as a knovm Communist on the 

- West. Coast and in the District of Columbiae In regard to the transfer of. | 
SILVERMASTER from the Farm Security Administration to the Treasury Department, 
the Civil Service Commission refused this transfer originally, and from’a_. 
report in their files pressure was brought by the White House in ‘securing this _ 
transfer for STLVERMASTER to the position he now holds with the treasury 
: Departments - 


i. Qemeelaw ce the Cian Sevuicadies rcv on STLVERIASTER, 
was friendly with the subject, his former wife, LOUISE BRANSTEN,. and his #<_., ; 


_ tQTF 
| Present wifey. RUTH McK ENNEY » The complete background. information shown in BebNSLEs 
the Civil Service. ice. Commission File is not being set forth at this time in ~~ 
view of the fact that it has previously been reported by this Office under 
the caption of GREGORY SILVERMASTER", of which both the Burean and Los . 


Anges Field Division have received coplese 


In the future, ‘any additional information regarding a connection 
- between SEYMOUR BAKST and the subject will be furnished the Ios Angeles Field. 
Division and the. Bureau by a report, and in view of the fact: that the research - 
work being conducted by BAKSI appears to be almost completed, this investigation . 
under the caption of RICHARD. BRANSTEN is being referred. “upon iain to 

the office of origine eh “ 


~ 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION T0 THE OFFICE OF. ORIGIN 


£ 
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THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION a 
"LOS ANGEIES, GALTPORNTA: . 33 ea 


: Will cause a check to be made of the records of the Bank of  - 
America in order to ascertain, if possible, the payer of the Credit Memoran= 
dum deposited to the account of SEYMOUR BAKST at the. Dapon Circle Branch — 
of the Riggs National Bank in the District of Columbia on March 28, 19456 


“os _ It is to be noted here that the records of this bank are not. 
available to reflect this requested information without taking a considerable . 
amount of time, and it is believed that this deposit was made by the subject | 
in the instant case, and the information will be more easily obtained in . , 
Los Angeles ? Califomiae. ; ; ees 


a a En a ae eeeeemenl 


. THE NEW HAVEN FIELD DIVISTON 

a A copy of this report is being furnished the New Haven Field ~ 
Division because of the probability that the subject anticipates residing- 
an that Field Division in the very near futures ‘ 
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: INFORMANT PAGE 


- Mre D. Be PATTERSON, aceuneniat of Reading — 
idbrary of Congress, Washington, De Ce 


Ure LAWRENCE PENDLETON, Manager» Dupont Circle Branch 
of the Riggs National Bark, Washington, De Co 


ras ?Gonfidential Informant: 2955 whose identity is know 
to ‘the Bureatie ; 5 


Mre BEN Ne SPIGEL, omer of the oe House, 3380 
. Fort Stevens Drive, NW, Washington, De Ce, the address 
of SEYMOUR BAKST, . : 


Federal Burear of [nuestigation 
United States Department nf dustice | 
Los Angeles, California . 
_ dune 19,1945 —. 
Diréetor, FBE. «| % eae. ey a ee ae 


oe ae . Res) RICHARD-BRANS TEN, with aliases. ~~ 
y'¢ sf _ a _ INTERNAL SECURITY -C °° 


-‘ s. expected to have, at east another year's -work'on this- book. _ . 


ee a “who was employed ‘by. the Subject as” a 

‘- [Jin tes Ange eS, “and who served as a Confidential Informant of the Los _ 

: _ Angeles Office, has advised that BRANSTEN arid his wife intend to contact _. 

‘2 > * @mployment agencies: when they return to Connecticut. to secure domestic help  «,, | 

~ . since they will not be able to secure the services. of the employees they ww 

_formerly had when they resided in Connecticut. The . possibility .of .déeveloping> 

an informant through employment agencies in th@ vicinity of Westport is 

uy | being brought to. the eteaneton of the New Hagin BY, Lili GE ba Ge / 6] 
. 4 fans <a = pau 


‘ 

(a 
4 

a 


of. his book have been, photographed and’ on June 8, BRANSTEN advised he. - 


b7D . 
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te eee Director One a, at s a — ode os Sure 19, LhS 
Ee "Res ~ ronan er, was cue eee en 
Sat Me tees a ‘ : we oe 3 e . aan, : 
= se : : . aa 1 a poet es s 


Be ee BRANSTEN. and his wife 1éft ‘Los: ‘Kigelse: by. automobile ate ee 
oo ee alee as, interiding.to. spend-three days in San Francisco.and a few. ae 
eee ce ty days” thereafter ‘at’ Lake ‘Tahoe; California, after “which, they intend - poe 


“4, oe bo, drive East, and have nade reservations at-auto -courts. enroute, .-. us ot 
2 Seer tenes the ‘last. ‘reservation made: ‘being ‘atthe’ Ten-Harris: Hotel, ‘Third: and + 
SD Shas aes) oe . Walnut, “Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, for<June’ 308: It. is ‘not. known © Gt 


Gee Siar ee whether: Subject, ‘his. -wife* and. children: will proceéd directly fron 

ete oe ae as ' Harrisburg ‘to Sestport - -or" whether. . they ‘may ‘stay’ with friends in New we 
_*s' York. City... -They have instructed- that their. furniture be aye 

Pay, te, 48 Sanad, Street, ‘Westport, howsyer'e. 


eos ae me 7 aes 
te wi s 


ae tae 


eee as Taformation. peceived- at Ios: ‘Angeles, indicates that BRANSTEN 
oe 8 aba ‘his. wife willibe. ‘in contact with. several , important, . Subjects: of as Se ee 
Bureau investigdtions when’ hey: return, namely, ADAMXCAPIN of the) ~~ wee 
_, \ Daily. Norker, icMAX And GRACE SGRANNICH ThNew York,’ GEORGE’ and: HELEN Jo a 
et of Tintk Facht Magazine, and WILL YRQSTER, National. ‘Vics a o Car 
# resident oft 16" “Communist: Political Ass6 lation.” ae s oP fet ghee "5 


Pan 
« ah 


as 


ee Rey ee Ta: Fact; j dab: a. farewell gathering’ ab. their haa ‘the night: = hs 

7. batons: ‘they, Iétt ‘Tos dngéles » sbHe- ‘possibility: of..RIGHARD, BRANSTEN ~: e 
“-geeuring a national ‘office in ‘the Communist. Party, should “it' be ren 7 
- organized to supplant. the. present Comminist- Political. “Association, ® hs oe 
“as ‘discussed ‘ and: the people present even went ‘so. far as ‘to dray-up aa". > 
“proposed constitution for the’ contemplated new:party. Tn ‘addition: ca 
_ Very, severe and GritioaL indictment of EERE : BRORDEE 8. lee was. be : 
Prepared. ae : ea = ‘ Ee 
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Lae ioe ov papeet: ‘cévertng. the 5 agbaiattes ‘of siwyect prick to Ris 
departs from. ‘Tos ee ae Seay! bevel Pie Ps ae ee 
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“New York (Airmail) «- i eee ee er 
~ New. Haven pestase - ‘Spackal Delivery) ee eer a 
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DECODED COPY 


WASH FROM LOS Ac 9 18 «7:42 P 


LETRECTOR’ 


ms 
MILL. RICHARD BRANSTEN, WITH ALIASES, 
TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCE DISCONTINUED JUNE 18, 1945. 
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URGENT 
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RECEIVED: 8-19-45 12:42; AM EWT pele LE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C. 


Nichols. 
Rosen 
Tracy 
Carson 
Egan 

Hendon 
Pennington__ 
Quinn Tamm, 


‘Miss re? ay 4 


MVE 


: ee ran be) : 
. | Fe. ap? CER HY., © d 
(le? ae are iad * > fo 


ae fe éntelhi nee contained in the above message is’ to be disseminated 
dozens Ise réau, it is suggested that it be suitably Pereregeed in 


nha to protect the Bureau's coding systems. 


we 


Suadesnscitroy saab 


You have gravely onions hints survettane on Boanaten oe 
os, Ba toe. Angeles from whigh we Yawe receiyed yaory valuable Anformation. You 9 
WALL zag thet he 4 & monbhr of the Comuniat Volitacd, Assoctatien and... ; 
<3 ae Cowst aditer af ‘the tien Wa — a — mee has xeueivad 


soranace 


i) eee — ; susie’ tha “‘Borae in por te he mare pei 
oe . a astiviticn, you are requested ty oo * taclintan 

car raemaeea Caaiel = ao [seme petaei fe cnewy oy : 
fe Mr, Nichole. Seas “i ara conaED; fh, 


~ hespacsagy & 


: Dies Meiford - antes 
my, Ms ftoxke.. 


j Bt eee “Bekt 


_McKenney” “Sransten, has purchas a the residence at 48 Gppal Street, Westport, 


ee FORM NO. 64 i 


ae "OQ Cé Mi ce dum * UNITE 
cae. wll! es 


uel GOVERNMENT 
TO : _ The Diréctor at) as DATE: June 23, 1945 
wa . 7 e. 
ur. Tolson, 
FROM : D. M. lest ge wre Ee A. Tare 
ir. Clessz 
a 


SUBJECT: RICHARD aa y With aliases 


Internal Security -~C < Heke ET 
Eee 
Mr. Mo) 
Reference is made to my memorandum of June 8, 1945 5 summarizing | kr. carson 
Mr. Hendon 
all information available relative to Richard Bransten. who is preparing a . irs Mungord 
- Jones 
biography of former President Herbert-Hoover, : We. Quinn Tae 
| ice” 
«lhe New Haven Office has now advised that subject's wife ' Ruth pane 


Connecticut, from one Ava B.yBooth, the wife of Henry; Sooth for 426, 500. The 
deed was registered in the Wace 2 of the: Town Clerk, WSstport, Connecticut at 
11:09 a.m. on dune 15, 1945. 


- 


Richard Bransten has advised Local Selective Service Board 25A, Fairfield, 
Connecticut, that he is moving to 48 Canal Street effective July 2, 1945. He 
stated he would be traveling from June 15 to July 2 from his address in Los Angeles 
and could be reached during that period in the event of an emergency through his. 
mother, Mrs. CharlegxBransten of 2275 Broadway, San Francisco, California. 


You will recall that Richard Bransten owned a residence on Easton 
Road, Westport, Connecticut. It has now been ascertained that this property was 


sold by Bransten on ees 10, 1944, to Lester and Shirley ieger of Brooklyn for 
$16,500, a ann : 


The New Haven Office has been instructed to initiate an active investi- 
gation upon the arrival of the Branstens at Westport, Connecticut and to furnish 


the Bureau immediately with any information it may receive reflecting the progress 
being made by Bransten on the Hoover biography. 


The technical surveillance which was maintained on the Bransten eee 
residence in Los Angeles has been discontinued in view of their removal from r j 
their residence and authorization is being sought to install a technical sur- \j ’ 
veillance at their new residence at Westport, Connecticut. Vi 
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Mr. Nease, Mr, Rogen . eorvene tl 
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« neice Ere u..iSee me 
Mrs. Henley. Sse cal me 
_ Miss Miner’ »“srnea ppropriate action 


Miss O'Donrély"*---.-- Note & return 
Si Meee MiLley to ere | Send file 

-# Panton. 1 Bring up-to-date 
Chief Clerk's Off." poe Correct 
___Records Section “1 Re-daie 
| Personnel. oice "= Tetease initial & 
i \___ Mechanical Sec. _ return 
| Ident. Division Place on record 
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return 
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D. M. LADD - Rm. 1742 
, Telephone Ext. 2121 : 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64 i 


Office M tum © UNITE. _.....3 GOVERNMEN 


I TO : Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: June 22, 19)5 


i: . 
IP enor : SAC, Los Angeles : 


on ee a ad 
Re SUBJECT: RICHARD’BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY - CG 


Reference is made to Bureau memorandum dated May 25, 195, 
advising that Temporary Informant T- in the report of Special 
Agent FRED G. DUPUIS, dated May 12, 195, at Los Angeles, is 
not identified. Inadvertently, no Informant T~3 was designated 
in the details of the report. Therefore, the Informant identi~. 
fied as T-3 on page 9, was actually Informant T-l. 


FGD:HB 
100-2135) 
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og, JUL 3 1905 


wo F0e6 ¥- 07 
NOT USED 


/ a Z FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION: 


| ee UNJTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE - . oe AS : 

tot“ YOMRUNICATIONS SECTION. ewe ‘ f 

uy. Transmit the following message to: gis no, 1945 yer ; 

a ae | Cons IM EU | 
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oF. ihe | 
Exatog PRICHARD HRANOTA, MA. 120, APPROVAL RAISED 70 INCTAUL TCMIICAL 
<; SURVSILIAICN Gt SURIUCTS RUSEECS TOUR RIGHT CAUAL SHINER, WEOTPORR, 

COMMCELOUT, PROVINED FULL EUCURITY ASSURED, PURUIGH BURRAU TeREHONE 

NUMER THEY OBTAINED. 
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Serial Removal Charge Out- 
National Security Electronic Surveill ile @ 
- 4-674 (Rev. 7-18-73) ' 


Subject RICKARD BRANSTEN 


This serial, the original memorandum from the FBI to the 
Attorney General dated 6-23-45 » which was 
returned to the Bureau signed by the Attorney General 
authorizing FBI to conduct electronic surveillance, has 
been permanently removed for retention in the National 
Security Electronic Surveillance File per memorandum T. J. 
Smith to Mr. HE. S. Miller dated 7-13-73. See 62~115687-1 
for details and where maintained. 


Removed By. 97] Date 10 -5-73 


Complete File and Serial Number 100-80068-108 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY a | FROM: 


FEI AUJOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION @@MUDE 6 “yy 


DATE o1-éschio 


Se & " we ! 


* : Heneral Bureau of Investigation { 


: United States Department of Justice 
HEM: PKB 510 Trust Company Building 
100-1128 New Heaven, 10, Comecticut 
; July 11, 1945 


Bewewe 


Mr. Glavin c.n.---007 yf 
Nir. Ladd ..neneeeee 


Wir. [sb Trols..-ee-enee fe 


[7%. Cri"SON 22222-2206 


Director, Federal Bureen of Investigat one’ a eee 
a Itz. Garned ..-.---s02 
RE: RIC B >» was. Vr, Bo ndom...----.-- 7 


>, Far att im Lee 


Bruce/ Minton, chard’ Brans Ds 
Richard“Brandensten, Richard Branden tei ae 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

Bureau File 16GeiGe55— 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to my letter of June 17, 1945 and 
to Bureau letter dated. June 25, 1945. 


This is to advise that arrangements have been made 
pursuant to authority for the installation of a technical surveill- 
ance upon the residence of this Subject and his wife RUTH | McKENNEY 
Zo, 48 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut. ~~ 
4 

The office of the Southern New England Telephone Company 
covering the Westport area has been contacted by BRANSTHT relative 
to telephone service. Inasmuch as this Subject's request for 
telephone service is considered a border line case the installation 
of service has been delayed. However, it is understood that service 
will be installed at an early date. 


The Bureau. is, eivised further that this office has 
re~opened the case on RUDH Atex BNNEY and she will be carried as a 
key figure, her activities ‘being made the subject of investigation / 


in this office. LEAT L ae ogy ny 
BP he 


A spot surveillance upon the Subject's residence has 
reflected that a gray 1936 or 1937 Plymouth bearing 1945 California 
license #AN 273 has been observed at this residence, and on July 5, : 
1945 4 moving van was parked in the yard and personal effects were Ne 
peing unloaded. Neither of the Subjects have been observed todate aad 
however. RICHARD BRANSTEN is known to have contacted the manager 
of the Norwalk Office of the Southern New England Telephone aia 


in person. ~ Ls \ 
Poe th am GE ID io 
¥ Doar RECORDED eanehd/ (ie dai @ eb 


” 


See Tr ~“ 
ry AB du. 14 1945 


Director, FBI an -2- July 11, 1945, 


Arrangements have been made for a trash coverage on 
this residence which to date has been negative. 


The Los Angeles Field Division is requested to expedite 
the transfer of pertinent serials nat previously received by the New 
Haven office to this office so ney appropriate attention may be con- 
tinued in this case. 


For the attention/of the New York Field Division it is 
pointed out that through correfpondence from California to the Norwalk 
Office of the Southern New a-TeLephone Company as well as 
correspondence from JOS RTE eee Masses! Magazine, telephone 
service has been requested by thfs Subject upon the basis that he will 
continue to serve as editor of the "New Masses" magazine. He has 
requested business telephone service from this residence, stating ; 
that otherwise it would be necessary for him to commte daily to 
New York whereas through telephone service he would be able to conduct 
a najor portion of his business by telephone. 


This matter is being given continuous attention in the 
New Haven Office and a report will be submitted in the near future. 


Yours eee truly, 


Roger F,. — 


Special Agent in Charge 


CC-Los Angeles (Air Mail) 
CC-New York : ' 
CC-New Haven File LO1-14 
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FBI NEW HAVEN 77-13-45 5:22 PM fA ; 
ee ere ROUTINE i ; 


ADD. RICHARD BRANSTEN, AKA, 1S ~ C. REFERENCE BUREAU TELETYPE 
OF AUTHORIZATION DATED JUNE 30, LAST. TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCE 
INSTALLED 10:50 AM JULY 15, INSTANT ON RESIDENCE OF SUBJECT, 438 
CANAL STREET, WESTPORT, CONNECTICUT, TELEPHONE 22990. SURVEILLANCE 
BEING MAINTAINED AT FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING, BRIDGEPORT, 
WHERE OTHERS OF A ey NATURE ARE IN OPERATION. INF ORMAT {ON WILL 
BE FURNISHED rial Cont Lal? HT 33. 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated . 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in ~ 
order to protect the Bureau's coding systems. 
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AC anes 
RICHARD CBRANSTEN, IS -— Ce. REFEXEHCE BUREAU LETTER TO ; HAVEN 
JUNE 25 LAST. TELEPHONE: COMPANY ADVISES SERVICES VILL BE 1N- 
STALLED AT SUBJECTS NEV RESIDENCE, 43 CANAL STREET, WESTPORT, 
COHNECTICUT, JJLY 2 OR JULY 5, NEXT. ARRANGEMENTS MADE FOR CEASED 
LINE FROM-WESTPORT TO BRIDGEPORT PLANT.’ AUTHORITY 1S REQUESTED . 
FOR TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCE IHSTANT CASE. 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in Ze 
order to- protect the Bureau's coding systems, 


> 


tr Ofc Nisin ° oltre sess GOVERNMENT 


DIRECTOR, FEDERAL, BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION DATE: July 12, 19h5 
SAC, LOS ANGELES 


SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated June 25, 19l)5, to the New 
Haven Office, directing that the Los Angeles Office furnish pertinent serials 
in this case to the New Haven Office. 


The following pertinent serials are being enclosed for the New Haven 
Office: 


Report of Special Agent ROBERT W. HELD, dated March 8, 19); 
at Washington, D.C. 


Report of Special Agent ROBERT W. HELD, dated April 22, 19h); 
at Washington , DC. 


~ Report of Speoial Agent DAVID A. MacCULLOCH, dated May 23, 19h) 
at Los Angeles. — 


Report of Special Agent MARCUS M. BRIGHT, dated July 3, 19h) 
at Los Angeles 


Report of Special Agent STEPHEN A. SMITH, dated August 28, 193 
at Washington, DC. 


Report of Special Agent ROBERT W. HELD, dated January 22, 19)))) 
at Washington, D.C. 


Report of Special Agent BERT. H. HEACOCK, dated August 2, 19h 
at Washington, D.C. 


Report of Special Agent DAVID A. MacCULLOCH, dated September 
8, 19), at Los Angeles. 


Report of Special Agent DAVID A. MacCULLOCH, dated -November 
2h, 19h at Los Angeles. 


eer rea rire DAVID A. MacCULLOCH, dated January 
is Se 


* Report of Special Agent FRED G. DUPUIS, dated March 32 19L5 | | 
Ce" Ye 7 : ; 23 
we at Los Angeles. re) st I] /00- Le oe - £0 Jb" 4 4 
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LA 100~#2135) ‘ 
Director, FEL - 


Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY - € 


Fd 
July 12, 195 


Report of Special Agent FRED G. DUPUIS, dated April 19, 19)5 


at Los Angeles. 


19)5'at San Francisco. 


p) 


Report of Special Agent LEE McCARRELL FALLAW, Sees, April. 23s 


In addition, for the information of the New Haven Office, I am en- 
closing a photographic copy of a letter addressed "Dear Richard", signed 
“Aneus", dated March 31, 1945. The information contained in this letter 
Was furnished to the Bureau and the Washington Field Office by letter dated 


April 19, 19h5. 


\ 
Also forwarded is a; 
March 1, 19); in the name of SROCH 


st Party tratisfer card No. 10627 dated 
NTON. 


The following described exhibits, which were received from the ~ 
Washington Field Office at the time subject moved to Los Angeles; are ane 


being forwarded to New Haven: 


1. Photostatic copy of letter to BRUCE MINTON from sass fem.can, 12/9/37. 


2. 1 photostatic copy of Folder re Exposition International, Paris,’ 1937. 


3. 1 photostatic copy of Identification card for RICHARD BRANS TEN at 
Exposition Internationale, Paris Sept. 5, 1937. 


he 2 hotostatie copy of Spanish identification card for RICHARD BRANSTEN, 


9/30/37. 
5. 1 photostatie copy of Article, 


6. 1 photostatic copy of Article, 
Prosecution. * 


7» 1 photostatic copy of Article, 


8. 1 photostatic copy of Article, 


"California's Legal Lynch." 


"The Counter Revolution Joins the 


"Red Flag Over San Francisco." 


"More California Vigilantes. " 


LA 100-2135) 


Director, FBI July 12, 195 


Re: 


Qe 


10. 
11. 


12, 
13. 
ih. 


RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 


1-photostatic copy of Article directed *To wl ron Masses" re 
Criminal Syndicalism Trial at Sacramento. 

1 photostatic copy of Letter signed "Hub" to RICHARD, 3/28/38. 

1 sap tah copy of Letter to “Mr. Taft" from subject dated 

1/20/3h,. 

1 photostatic copy of Letter To Whom It May Concern 7/8/37 signed 
EVEVGITINGER, 

1 phe ostatic copy of Letter to Whom It May Concern 8/16/37 signed 
JAMES WICK. 

1 photostatic copy of Letter to "Messrs. BRANSTEN & STUART" dated 
1/29/37 at. Valencia. 

1 photostatic copy of Flier ,nunounc ing speech by BRUCE MINTON on "The 
Nationwide Seaman's Strike.™ 

photostatic copy of Foreword of "The Fat Years and the Lean." 
photostatic copy of Letter to Subject from HYMAN/BLICKSTEIN, 5/5/36. 
photostatic copy of Letter to “Bruce & Harry" from ‘Granville, 5/5/36. 
photostatic copy of Letter to Subject from GRANVILLE}HICKS, 1/1),/35. 
photostatic copy of Letter to Subject 5/27/35 from y, LLE. 
photostatic copy of Letter to Subject from "Grogt.1/19/36, 
photostatic copy of Letter to Subject from MARION/SAUNDERS 5/30/3). 
photostatic copy of Flier for speec y, Subject on proletarian writers. 
Photostatic copy of Review by HERD FRED RAUSENBUSH of "Men Who Lead 
Labor. ™ : : 

1 photostatic copy of Review of "Men Who Lead Labor" in Rocky Mountein 
News. ‘ - - 

1 photostatic copy of Books Published Today listing "Men Who Lead 
Labor. 

1 photostatic copy of letter to subject signed "JOHN" dated Nov. 1. 

1 photostatic copy of letter from G. soap to subject 1/28/38, 

1 photostatic copy of letter to subject from TIBA, 5/10/38. 
1 photostatic copy of envelope addressed to subjeat c/o Modern Book 


feel fed pad fel et bet ed pe ft 


Shop, Youngstowm, Ohio. 


1 apd pao copy of Lette Whom It May Concern len signed by 
LOUIS P=\BIRK & RICHARD STORRS | LDS. 
1 ee copy of letter to subject from HERBERT\RESNER, 3/8/37. - 


1 photostatic copy of Biographical material on HARRY:BRIDGES, 

1 photostatic copy of Article N.Y. Times 4/7/31 re Chrysler-Ci0 
agreement. 

i photostatic copy of Report to Senate Military Affairs Committee on 
Hill Sheppart Bill by LOUISE BRANSTEN. 


LA 100-2135), 


Director, FBI July 12, 19h5 


Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
: INTERNAL SECURITY ~- ¢ 


36. 1 photostatic copy of photograph of STALIN. 

37- 1 photostatic copy of List of recommended books in New Masses 9/28/37 
including "Men Who Lead Labor.” 

38. 1 photostatic copy of Envelope addressed to RICHARD BRANSTEN from 
K.K. HOWARTH, Burlingame, Calif.,. postmarked 11/21/38. 

39. 1 photostatic copy of letter to subject c/o JAMES KELLER, Communist 
Party Headquarters, Akron, Ohio. 

hO. 1 photostatic copy of a letter addressed to RICHARD BRANSTEN dated 
May 12, 192. 

41. 1943 Communist Party book. 


It is requested that the Bureau designate New Haven as the 
Va office of origin in this case in view of the information contained in the 
fy report of Special Agent FRED G, DUPUIS, dated July 12, 1945 at Los Angeles, 
indicating that the subject and his wife have returned to Westport, Connecticut 
end expected to arrive there July 2nd. When this change has been made, 
subjects will be ranoved from the key figure list of the Los Angeles Office, 
cen nena rm mn et OI cts, 
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"Office Memo 


TO : DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION DATE: July 12, 1915 


tanduim > ONITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
= f 


SUBJECT: RICHARD CS ieem, WASe Pek - 

INTERVAL SECURITY - 6 e . 

Reference is rade to my letter dated April 7, 19h5 and.to the report fea 
of geatal Agent FRED G. DUPUIS, dated April 19, 19h5 at Los fngeles, copies Ba 
of both references having been furnished to the ¥ashington, Now York exid San 
Francisco Field arf iGeSe 


This, is 2 -eaytoo that information was farnished in this letter and 
report regarding ELGRANHICHs however, this individual'n name wee mistakenly 
earried ag GRACE F TeH, and it is suggested that the Bureau and offices ree 


eciving copies of this Lotter correct thoir copies of the referenced commmicas 
tLons accordingly. 
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Diréctor, FBI ~ 3 DATE: dune 28, 1945 


a 


: + SAC, San /Francisco | 


RICHARD BRANSTEN, ‘las. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C , 


i , 
Reference is made to the: enclosed report of Special Agent JOHN 
PHILLIP MANTON dated June 28, 1945 at San Francisco in the above entitled case. 


: In reviewing the files in the San Francisco Field Division eee irding 
RICHARD BRANSTEN, it was noted that the Los Angeles Field Division was 
possession of information contained in correspondence between LOUISE ARANSTEN 
and RICHARD BRANSTEN.of a pertinent nature. It should be noted that the bulk 
of this information has been previously reported in the case entitled "COMRAP' 
and it is therefore not being set forth in the enclosed report. 
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REPORT MADE AT < 


SAN FRANCISCO 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


1-New Haven ( 
“San Francis 


= Ae en 


LOS ANGELES 


RICHARD BRANSTEN, was. 


"People's World 


a 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 


Seamer 
eet 


— 


ruzno. 100—-2/,143 


CHARAGYER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY — © 


Subject arrived in San Francisco April 24, 
1945 ana attended the UNCIO conference “as 
representative of theNew Masses" news 
magazine. He requested the CPA to be 
allewed to attend morning meetings of 
the Communist Political Association Press 
Representatives in the office of the Daily 
during the time of his stay 
in San Francisco. BRANSTEN has made ‘the 
statement that he met with D.«MANUILSKY, 

a Conference delegate from the Russian 
BRANSTEN also met with tALLLIAM 


Ukraine. 
. —~SCENEID@RMAN, CLAUDE-COCKBURN, of the 
Loridon, England*Daily “orker, GRACE mee 
~r-CRANICH, and several otfers, He alsé Ss 
intimated that he, together with his son x 
his wife, and two adopted children 
would Leave the West Coast to take up 
residence in Connecticut in the near 
future. Subject returned to Los Angeles 
fay 21, 1945. 
RUC 
REFERENCE: Bureau file LQ@=3255 ‘ 
. Report of Special Agent FRED G, DUPUIS dated May Te gx 
1945 at Los Angeles, ~ : 
{ 
DETAILS: The subject is considered a key figure in OPA 
i activities in the Los Angeles area. a 
‘f SRE De = : a 
‘FORWARDED: : aertaecy DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES hott 
f Pe vee 
Press Tp ea ees 
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S. Fran. file 100~-24143 


s 


Information contained in reference report from the Los 
_ Angeles Office indicated that subject, together with his wife RUTH : 
_NCKENNEY, intended to visit in San Francisco and to represent the Yv 
"New Masses" news magazine at the United Nations Conference on Inter— 
national Organization held beginning April 255 1945 in San Francisco. 
‘ - Subject, the ex-husband of LOUISE R. BRANSTEN, now 
Communist and kev figure in CPA activity in the San Francisco area, 
acecraing te-Confidential Informant SF 1301 arrived in San Francisco 
on April 24, 1945, and resided at the home of his mother, lirs. CHARLES 
( EDITH)“BRANSTEN , 2275 Broadway. 


I, RECENT CONTACTS MADE BY SUBJECT IN on FRANCISCO 
A. WNrs. LOUISE ROSENBERG BRANSTEN: 


On May 12, 1945 ConfY¥dential Informant SF 1301 reported 
that subject discussed with LOUISEVERANSTEN, his ex-wife, the fact 
that he was desirous of taking their so to the east coas for 
a year. He further stated that he had been in contact with DIMITRIV 
_MANUILSKY, the Russian Ukraine delegate to the UNCIO Conference, It ©. tse 
was noted that during RICHARD BRANSTEN's stay in San Francisco,’ he was pic 
in frequent contact with BARTLEYiCRUM, personal attorney for LOUISE 


BRANSTEN, in regard to the custody arrangement being worked_out 
between RICHARD and LOUISE BRANSTEN with regard’ SS 
aN ; 
B. Mrs. BROMBERG: 
oo 
On May 4, 1945 Confidential Informant SF 1050 revealed 
that one Mrs. BROMBERG of the Hollywood Women's Council had been 
attempting to get in touch with subject. Arrangements were made by 


BRANSTEN to have Mrs. BROMBERG reach him at the home of his mother, 
Mrs. EDITH BRANSTEN, on the evening of this date, | 


C. CLAUDE JOCKBL 


Confidential Informant SF 1301 stated that RICHARD * 
BRANSTEN admitted to LOUISE BRANSTEN that he was, on May 12, having 
lunch with CLAUDE COCKBURN, the representative of the London, England 
Daily Worker newspaper. 
+ me Spe, 


D. MARJORIE DeARMAND: 


pee 


According to several sources of information, MARJORIE 
| DeARMAND is the recently appointed west coast editor of the "New Masses" 


a Bnet ewe 


S. Fran, file 100-2143 


1945 carried an~ 


magazine. The Daily People's World of January 13, 
article to this effect. 
On May 3, 1945 Confidential Informant SF 1050 reported 
that DeARMAND, subject, FREDPRICK VANDERBILT-FIELD of New York City, 
* (Daily Norker) and DORETTAPARHON scheduled a meeting at the offices 
DeARMAND 


of the Daily People's “orld, 950 Folsom Street, San Francisco. 
stated, according to’this informant, that the purpose of DORETTA TARMON's 


: } 
visit in San Francisco "was to arrange a meeting for CLAUDE COCKBURN 
’ and those guys." It is not known to what meeting DeARMAND referred. 


E. FREDERICK VANDERBILT FIELD: 


It is known that FIELD was in constant communication 
with BRANSTEN driing the latter's visit in San Francisco, and FIELD 
received the following t«legran. from DORETTA TARMON, according to 
Confidential Informant SF 1050, on May 16, 1945: See BRUCE, (RICHARD 
BRANSTEN). His wire showed no acquaintance with CLAUDE (COCKBURN). 
ates here June 8 and 10th. Plans include VIOLLIS (Mademoiselle 
\NDREE*VIOLLIS, French Communist ) BILL ; CLAUDE (COCKBURN) and 
yaurself. Ask BRUCH if includes him. His wire and your's confuse 
Tf“you prefer 15th: and L7th wire at once, Please get together. 
PEeSSnCS amperatangrsne is a popular figure." 


It is possible that the above wie refers to a "New 
iisiese " magazine party to be held in Los Angeles, California. 


\ F. GT 4iCE GRANICH: 
p e 
On April 27, 1945 GRACE GRANICH, according to Confidential 


Informant SF 1050, advised subject that she was meeting "with the 
Frenchman tonight." She also stated that she had recently had an inter— 

| view with the Chinese Communist leader, and that she wrote an article on 

the front page of the Daily People's World reporting this interview. 

| GRANICH, the wife of ] WAY" GRANICHS, New York city, was a feature writer 

for the Daily People's Wortd-durihg her stay in San Francisco, and she 

} attended the Conference as a former co-editor of "China today and 

| a representative of the Inter—continent News. 


G. DIMITRI: : ANUILSKY: 


\ MANUILSKY is a Russian Ukraine delegate to UNCIO 


who was observed to make numerous contacts among San Francisco 
It was noted that MANUILSKY was a guest in the home of 
and it was noted by Confidential Informant 


; Communists. 
: LOUISE BRANSTEN during May, 


at 


‘ talk with MINTON™~ A BRANSTEN 


S. Fran. file 100-24143 


SF 1301 that RICHARD BRANSTEN admitted to LOUISE that he had been in ~ 
contact with MANUILSKY. 


“npn 


H. JOHN PITTMAN: 


PITTMAN, a Wegro,managing editer of the Daily People's 
“orld newspaper, Communist west coast organ in San Francisco, advised 


” BRANSTEN that JOSEPH-STAROBIN is attending a meeting at the office 


at the Daily People's World, BRANSTEN expressed’ displeasure because 
of the fact that he had not bee~ invited to attend these daily morning 
meetings held in the office of the People's “orld. PITTMAN advised 


- him that he would arrange for him to be present at 8:00 the following 


morning. It was noted by Confidential Informant SF 1050 that on this 
same date PITTMAN contacted “JILLIAN SCHNEIDERMAN, California State 
CPA President, 2:n¢ obtained permission from him to have BRANSTEN 
attend the morning meetings, SCHNEIDERMAN asked PITTMAN what 

FRED FIELD and JOSEPH STAROBIN (New. York City Daily “forker) "thought 
about MINTON." PITTMAL replied that they thought it would "all right 
to have him." ENE IDERMAN p oOmised PITTFAN that he would have a 

4 and he stated "I will be over tomorrow." 


1 oA 


arpersnenen nem gman een ne EG 


H. WILLA? SCHNEIDERMAN: 

SCHWHIDERMAN is the California State CPA President, 
and according toMonfidential Informant SF 1050, was consulted by 
members of the Communist dominated rress who attended the United 
Nations Conference. 


Confidential Informant SF 1425 stated that RICHARD 
BRANSTEN was in contact with "TILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN on May 15, and at 
this meeting they discussed the present status of the "New Masses" 
magazine, SCHNEIDERMAN at this meeting advised BRANSTEN that a 
representative of "New Masses" (believed to be DORETTA TARMON or 
MARJORIE De&RMASND) would come to San Francisco and "have a row with ~ 
local CPA functionaries. SCHNEIDERMAN also made the following 
statement: ‘le (referring to the CPA) were told that the "New 


. Masses" wanted to use you and RUTH here and down south (Los Angeles) 


too so we didn't bother you." SCHNEIDERMAN also stated, "Ye 

wouldn't object to the affair (believed referring to a View Masses! 
benefit affair) but she insistedaa$100 admission. . . . .» but 
we would have had no objection to an affair. The point was that we 
told her not to come here on the basis of a #100 affair. She arrived 
(DORETTA TARMON) and called the phone girl and raised hell with her— 
she didn't know: anything about it and was in tears, This gal (TARMON) 


had wired LOUISSYTODD to give her a place to stay, and LOUISE was 


leaving town so she wired her back that she didn't have any time for 


S. Fran. file 100-24,143 


that. . . . She heard about a "New Masses' affair and would have 
been glad to help if anyone had asked us for it. We were told that 
you were going to have an affair in L.A. and you wanted us to hold 
off and give you first chance at the speakers. We did. And now 

we find that they (‘New Masses!) have nothing schedtiled until June 7 
or 8 We've wasted all of this time. . . . . You weren't called 
to the first affair either through oversight or because these meetings 
were called to pool information and sources and assignments. (It is 
believed this refers to the Daily People's World office meetings.) . 
- «. . Regarding the party in Los Angeles, I asked why BRUCE MINTON 
wasn't invited. .°, JOHN knows to have some differences ( JOHN 
HOWARDYLANSON) because CARLAVINTER said that you had; - in the 
interpretation of BRODER'S “book. Now, I don't know what you did at 
this meeting to get him sore — (CARL SINTER?). He said that you had 
started to disagree on questions and on policies which he didn't 
think were essential. He was under a strain himself — had just gotten 
out the 64-page edition, and may have said scmething that he shouldn't 
have said. But we have. had ne formal meetings to discuss policy for 
the Conference — if we had you would have been invited." 


The following statement wes made by SCHNEIDERMAN: | 


"There is a proposal by the American delegation (to 
UNCIO) to adopt a declaration of human rights. it is very general 
and partly meaningless, But the right to work and the freedom for 
small nations provisions do mean something, STETTINIUS showed up 
very weakly at the press conference, and dodged questions. .,. . 
' Some of the well meaning people in the American delegation really 
believe in VANDEYBENG.— or just .say so because they feel the thing 
must be ratified in the Senate, “fe must differentiate, They under— 
estimated the forces in the country that want it passed." 


I. DR. MAX YERGAN: 
a 
“Confidential Informant SF 1370 on May 16, 1945 advised 
that YERGAN discussed a@ recent conversation that he had had with 
‘RICHARD BRANSTEN regarding YERGAN's. living at the home of LOUISE 
BRANSTEN effact it will have upon the morals of- young 
YERGsM stated that both of them became bitter over 


the argument, and that RICHARD raised the racial question, According. 


to YERGAN, RICHARD stated that he was also afraid of the consequences 
for at the school .from the presence of negro and 
white people living together in the LOUISE BRANSTEN home. YERGAN 

said that he accused RICHARD BRiNSTEN of clinging to out—dated 
prejudices, and he stated that RICHARD became angry at this and defied 
YERGAN to. press charges against him. 
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II. INFORMATION REGARDING FRIOR VISITS OF SUBJECT TO SAN FRANCISCO, 
AND MISCELLANEOUS WATTERS 


_ & review of the San Francisco indices reveals that during 
1943 subject corresponded frequently with his ex-wife, LOUISE BRANSTEN, 
in. regard to the training of their child ; 


During fugust of 1944 Confidential Informant SF 1301 
revealed that RICHARD BRANSTEN had requested LOUISE BRANSTEN to 
arrange for a meeting between himself and WILLIAM SCHNEIDERM:N, 
and BRANSTEN promised to arrange for a dinner party in her house to 
which she would invite SCHNEIDERM:AN. At this time it was indicated 
by Confidential Informant SF 1050 that subject was interested in. 
obtaining information from some of the CPA members in San Francisco 
regarding "JIM CROW activities in the bay area." ; 
Pail 

Tt is known that BRANSTEN contacted FNSI ‘VIRTA, a 
Communist, and employee of the Daily People's “orld newspaper} 
and he inguired. of LOUISE BRANSTEN if he should see SAK KAGLE(Regional 
Director’ of the “ar Manpower Commission) or HFRB’RESNER, known CPA 
member and attorney in San Francisco. 


On January 29, 1945 LOUISE BRANSTFN made the statement D6 
that there“’ was "a lot oftalk about RICHARD leaying the Party", and bIC 
she stated that he had made an attempt to have their son 

taken fraa her custody because of the open immorality in 
the BRANSTEN home between riegroes and whites, ; 


Confidential Informant SF 1370 on January 30, 1945 
revealed that RICHARD BRAYSTEN visited in LOULSE ENSTEN me and se 
accused LOUISE of ruining the morals of young[_____—oecaust bé 
of the fact that MAX YERGIN, a Communist,was openly Iiving with bic 
Dr. LENA HALPERN’HEDLEY,. a white woman. It was noted at this time 
that BRANSTEN made the following statement: "I wouldn't have it in 
my house, I wouldn't heve two unmarried people living in a house 
with a 12-year old boy. I am not a Bohemian — I am a Communist." 


On April 23, 1945 RICHARD BRANSTEN confidentielly 
advised LOUISE BRaNSTEN that he and his wife, RUTH McKENNEY, were 
going to move to Connecticut permanently during August of 1945, and 
he stated that they were "unhappy with the people in Hollywood and 
Los Angeles." TIOUISE advised RICH/RD that she intended to visit 
in New York City with NANCK"ITTMEN during July and ‘August. 


4£ccording to Source of Information A the NJB Coffee 
Company is an old established firm in San Francisco, having been “ 


6 
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founded by subject's uncle, MW. J. BRANDENSTEIN, now deceased. The 
business of this firm is devoted to the importing and manufacturing 
of coffee, tea, rice and beans, and the firm is located at 665 to 685 
3rd Street, San Francisco. . 


The following officers are listed for this firm: 


EDVARD BRANSTEN — President 
JOSEPH*BRANSTEN — Secretary—Treasurer 

" EDWARD BRANSTEN, Jr. and 
“WILLIAM:BRANSTEN — Assistant Secretary—Treasurers, 


Source of Informadion A further advised that subject's 
mother, Mrs. EDITH BRANSTEN, the widow of CHARLES BRANSTEN, is believed 
at this time to own some stock in the MJB Coffee Company. Inquiry 
at the San Francisco Stock Ixchange revealed-that the KJB Coffee 
Company is a corporation owned entirely by the. BRANSTEN family with 
no stock listing in the local exchange, Source of Information A 
advised that he doubted that subject RICHARD BRANSTEN owned any stock 
at this time in the MJB Company, and he revealed that RICHARD BRANSTEN 
was probably in an advantageous position to. inherit some stock in 
this company at the death of his mother, Mrs; EDITH BRANSTEN. 


_ Source of Information A stated that neither rs. CHARLES 
BRANSTEN nor any of the above mentioned members of the firm of the 
MJB Coffee Company were knovm to engage in any Communist activity, °® 


The San Francisco indices indicate that none of the 
above persons were actively engaged in Communist activity. 


A recheck of the birth records of the Department of 
Health, Civic Center, was made by reporting Agent, and it was 
ascertained that all birth records prior to April, 1906 were lost in 
the earthquake and resultant fire in San Francisco during that year, 


A check was mace of the County Recorder's Office with 
negative results inasmuch as many of those whose birth - cords were 
destroyed have filed "Affidavits of Correct Birth Dates" with the 
County Recorder, BRANSTEN , accerding to these records, has made 


no such affidavit, 


Source of Information B advised on May 18 that an 
application had been made “by Mrs. EDITH BRANSTEN for a train reserva— 
tion on the San Francisco Lark for RICHARD BRANSTEN, 
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This source, also advised that BRANSTEN was assigned a 
bedroom in Car 73 from San Francisco to Los Angeles on May 21, 1945. 
The fact-that RICHARD BRANSTEN left San Francisco for Los Angeles on 
May 21 was again verified on May 26 when Confidential Informant SF 
1301 reported the same information. 


Inasmuch as there are no further leads to be covered 
in the San Francisco Field Division, this case is being considered 
referred upon completion te Los Angeles. 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION Ag 
pene 
SOURCE A: : HOWARD MACK, JR., 220 Jones Street, 


San Francisco — cousin of subject. 
Z 


SOURCE B: 
: Special Agent ™ 


Sources of information were used in the above case 
to further protect the identity of the informants. 


Information copies of this report are being sent 
to the New York and New Haven Field Divisions because of the fact 
that subject is scheduled to return to the vicinity of these Field 
Divisions during August of this year. 
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: ti Director, FBI, Attention Technical Laboratory DATE: July 19, 19h5 
‘ Wy ROM SAC, ie Angeles 


Rf . 
POD: . 45348 


SUBJECT: RICHARD “BRANSTEN, with rors 
a . INTERNAL SECURITY =- C€ 7 
Biel ; _ In connection with the above subject who ‘is prominent 
Page. > nek an Commnist activity,.I am enclosing herewith an additional 


“". hendwriting specimen in the form of a letter addressed "Dear 
’ RUTH" on stationery of Western Union. 


; 2 ' “Phere is also enclosed a twoepage typewritten summary 

woe Gk the’ Hife of IVAR©-KREUGER which it is believed was _prepared by 

oe weither-% thé. subjeot or his wife, RUTHMIcKENNEY, also a key figure 
in Communist activity. Since subject and his wife use a type- 
writer almost exclusively, this typewritten spocimen is being sub=- 
mitted for the completion of the Laboratory's file. 
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PPE to: paveetor, FBT DATE: July 19, 19h5 
DD FROM: SAC, Los Angeles ~ 

_ ° SUBJECT: —- RICHARD ¥RANSTEN, with aliases 

[ INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ mos 


With reference to the report of Special Agent FRED G.. 

DUPUIS dated July 12, 1915, at Los Angeles, wherein information 
is set forth on pages 33, 3), and 35 in cating the probable member- 
ship in the Communist Party of the USA and the Communist Politicel 

: Association of Lieutenant DOROTHYAGILLAM, Us S.. Coast Guard Reserve, 
this is to advise thet a s ‘y of this information was furnished 
to the Office of Naval Intelligence for the 13th Naval District by 
letter on July 7, 1945, this action being taken since copies of - 
reports in this case have not been sent to. outside agencies. 
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Form. No. , cy’ 
THIS ¢ pe ORIGINATED AT Los Angeles ‘foe ee ,, 100-213 5 as 


: | DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR RT MADE BY 


cuycemapey 9 | FRED Ge SURES 
U-19, 21-26, 


TOiARD,, Psd oan, with: alesse a Pine, 28725 ios cnc a ie 
Richard“Branston, _ rihanna “| INTERNAL SECURITY ~ ¢ 


,ptein Richard’ Brandensteiny Bru eefitinton 


Shae, a 
On 5=22-5 Subject” onde from(San _ Francisco Soe ote 
“United. Nations Conference, where he represented ~ a, H b-g i 
~/iliew, ilagses" j Magazindland advised friends the. - 2 
Gonférence had gone poorly in so far as the United « 
States had drifted‘ away from the policies of former - 
President. Roosevelt. However, he considered the 
Conference successful because "the prestige of Neel cory 
Soviet Union was never higher and the United States: nnneng 42 
would "pay through the nose! for its attitude: one. Lae > a SALES 


Argentina; ote yet the HOOVER-VANDENBERG cliquezhad, -/— 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


“’ 


- been thwarted ject made five speeches between ~ 
June 1 and Jime’12 on the Conference, stressing the 
need for .promoting Big Three unity and eliminating 
"Soviet baiting". GRACi<GRANNICH was a houseguest 
of the Subject from May 25 to ilay 31, 195. De 

~MUANULISKY, Commissar for the Ukraine, Be 
. of the London\Daily Worker, and other Conférence con- 
8 tacts of Subject mentioned herein. Subject states 
a: f purpose of the biography of HERBER' OOVER he is writ: 
if ing is two-fold: SHERBERT HOOVER is the ~excuse ‘ the 
real purpose is to get at American Capitalism and " 
perialism." He expects to spend another year oni: 
this and continues to pay SEPBAKST for research. Fhoto- 
graphs of CP Membership Book'and CPA Membership Card of 
Subject obtained and in addition, Subject, in a letter 
to HERB&RT HOOVER, admitted his present membership in 
the CPA. Subject's position on Communist policy is 
that he never fully accepted the dissolution of the 
Communist Party in 19h) and is elated over prospects of _, 
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ACTIVITY RE NNEHLASSES" MAGAZINE AND SAN FRANCISCO 
. : I ne tatesnanee ar 


Subject BRAISTEN,( according to Informant T~1,/ returned from San 
Francisco on ifay 22, 195, where he had represented "New Masses'' Magazine. 
Evidencing Subject's continued interest in the activity of the Conference, it 
should be noted that on June 7,7 Informant T-2,{Teported that KAYYSELIERS was 
performing a clipping service for the Subject of all articles and speeches 
relating to the more important personages at this conference. KAY SELIERS is 
known to the Los Angeles Office as a member of the Communist Political Associa- 
*onsIgt4) oe “:) 

Informant T~2 advises that within the few days following Subject'ts 
return from San Francisco, Informant and other friends of the Subject discussed 
with him the progress of the Conference and during these discussions Subject 
BRANSTEN advised that in his opinion the Conference in the final analysis was 
a success, admitting there had been certain failures, namely, the action of the 
United States delegation in drifting away from the foreign policy of former 
President Roosevelt and also the attitude of the United States on the Argentine 
question. He stated that one of the most significant successes of the Conference 
in his opinion was the fact that the "prestige of the Soviet Union was never 
higher", He also stated that in his opinion the United States would "pay through 
the nose" for its attitude on the Argentine question because of the fact it had 
placed itself in a weaker bargaining position. He stated it was very easy to : 
rant and rave against the Soviet Union in public but then "you had to deal with 
them" and after such tactics it was difficult to save face. To illustrate this, 
Subject brought up the Polish question and pointed out that the United States 
and other nations sharing its point of view "red baited, screamed, etc. but we 
know what the solution will be." He also stated that the Americans didn't want 
to mention anything about employment, war industries, trusteeships, etc. but had 
to retreat from some of these positions GP) (u) 


In this discussion Subject also referred to the forthcoming British 
elections and advised the Informant that he spent an evening with the Communist 
delegate to thék.orld Federation of Trade Unions Conference, who had advised him es 
that the electifon in England was not going to be held democratically. However, i 
Subject pointed out that some of the people he met in San Francisco had helda ~ al 
similar view regarding the french elections and were surprised at the marked 
success of the liberal elements. Subject stated that in his opinion the British 
election is the key to the entire situation and if ‘it should by any chance go 
similar to the elections in France, the United States would be isolated in its’ 
reactionary position and terrific pressure could be brought upon it from all 
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‘ Informant stated that INTRA HOWARD, Director of the Hollywood 
Extension of thexPeople's Educational Center in los Angeles,| and DORETTA 
“XTARHON, Field Director for "New Masses" Magazine, ¥ were two of the individuals 
‘he “khiew to have participated in this discussion. It should be noted that 
KENNETH HOWARD is known to the Los Angeles Field Office as a member of the 
Communist Political Association i) 


Speech Under the Auspices of The People's Educational Center ~- June 1, 195: 


[According to Informant T+2,| KEMAHOUARD made arrangements for Subject 
BRANSTEN to speak before. functions sponsor d by the PHOPLu'S EDUCATIONAL LON C 
also referred to (dered EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION, on June 1 and June 10,] hon 

g Informant Ti furni ed a brochure advertising a special event of the pei 

EDUCATIONAL CENTER, which states that on June 1, at 8:00 p. m. and again on 
June 8, BRUCH HINTON would deliver a report on the San Francisco Conference, at 
1717 North Vine Street. This Informant made available a rough draft of the 
speech Subject prepared for this occasion, which is being quoted as follows: 


"The peace of our Nation, which we have fought this war to 
win, is in danger. The people have not resolvéd their suffering, 
but are faced with a new and deeper crisis. 


"There is no easy way to peace. It is not won for the asking, 
it is not won by good intentions. At San Francisco the facts of 
life again reasserted themselves. That we exported guns and men to 
fight Nazis of the evil was not enough; we did not export the know- 
ledge of facism. Our army and our people at this fateful movement 
are by and large a political. Only the American nation of all great 

| nations in the world is so apathetic, so ignorant of the politics of 
our times. And this weakness menaces our future. 


"None of us are guiltless. ‘There are those who irisisted that 
we should trust the monopoly capitalists of our own nation. And 
there were those who disagreed with this position who falsely clung 
to a formal unity - if that unity is not of sufficient depth and 
is not designed to accomplish the ends for which it is supported, 
and did not speak up. Example - In San Francisco I realized that 
an army that tolerated Jim Crow of the negro people is not wholly 
. committed to the obliteration of facism, and this weakness had its 

reverberations in San Francisco in the behaviour of the United States 

delegation. 


"The American people face a great test. In truth, we face the 

test of whether we as a nation shall become the inheritors of German 

| reaction, if we shall become the scourage of mankind and if our 
children shall fight and kill and be killed in order to enslave their 
brothers thru-out the world. See Outline." X 
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The outline referred to as constituting the rest of the speech was 
also made available by the Informant and covers the following items: 


"Gravity of Situation. ... 
"The Charter itself cannot enforce War. .. .- 
"The danger signals: 


At the conference - Red baiting 
Argentina 
Poland 
Dulles and Vandenberg | 
The right to work : 
Independence of colonial people 


Abroad: Trieste 
War Criminals 
Austria and Balkans 
Nenni 
Polish Army" 


(NENNI above referred: to is apparently Socialist 
Vice Premier _PIETRORILNNI of Italy.) 


; This outline refers to the outlook on the positive side as including 
Nijorld Federation of Trade Unions, Mobilization of the People't, On the negative 
side it lists "Te rar“nastern War, ioral Leadership, Breaking of the Roosevelt 
Coalition! and concludes with the stabement that the stakes are "Friendship with 
the Soviet Union and Opinion. of Foreign Delegates and Correspondents." 


Information will be set forth later in this report indicating that 
Subject, in delivering the abo’e speech made some statements which JOHN HOWARD 
LAWSON, acknowledged leader of the Cultural Groups..ofthe..CPA.in the lotion 


Pieture industry, . considered quite "leftist" “and which ‘ch prompted “RAWSON to 
Eevee Sues -and threaten him with expulsion from the sea 


Speech at ILW Local 13, San Pedro, California - June 7: ¥ 


Q)UM 
(According to Informants T-1 and 7-24 Subject was scheduled to make a 
speech in San Pedro, California, on the evening of June 7, and it is to be noted 
that the dune 15, 1945, edition of TheNDispatcher, official newspaper of the 
“International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union - CIO, carries an account 
of a speech delivered before Local 13 of that organization by BRUCE MINTON. The 
article indicates the speech delivered related to the topic of the San Francisco 
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United States was departing from the policies of ROOSEVELT, turning away from 
the progressive road and was promoting discord instead of harmony with the Soviet 
a Union. According to this article, HINTON stated "There has been a gneat deal of 
e red baiting of the Soviet Union and red baiting is just as dangerous on the 

x 


[ ! Conference and that what the speaker had to say was "very alarming" in that the 


International front as it is in a trade union"; also, that "if the present anti-~ 

Soviet trend is not checked, we will be fighting the Soviet Union in ten years." 

HINTON is quoted as having stated that Labor is the backbone of the Democratic 

forces in the United States and that we must rouse the people to the danger facing 

them and mobilize them to act swiftly in their own interest; that America faces 

a crisis and Labor must unitethe progressive forces to turn back the tide of re= 

a action and save the peace. The article states that at the conclusion of the speech 
the Union sent a telegram to President TRUIAHN and the San Francisco Conference, 

a (urging that the United States delegation return to the peace policies laid down 
at Yalta; also, that the Union in its bulletin urge every member to write a sim- 
ee telegram or letter to President TRUMAN and Secretary of State STETTINIUS. 


eS 
\, i 
oe * 


* fund Raising Activity for "New Masses" } Magazine: Qe) qa) - 
Ii aeeeeenmemnemnenenersnmenaanneaimmetnmnmemmenemenetemmemmnnmememeeiany a __—-—_—~ <->" eux emaaammasamamementamemenanera 


ey wy 

ames According to Informants T~1 and T-2,| from May 28 to June 8, Subject 
Xs @ ‘BRANSTEN frequently conferred with DORBITA TARMON, Field Director of "iNew Nasses'- 
(Ete wdagazine, regarding the problems of the | gee and the neéd for raising funds. 


Ne 
Re a {According to Informant ans BRANSTEN advised TARMON that. in view of 


. Ag apparent change in the Communist tinett, as provoked by the article in the 


Daily Worker by JACQUES DUGLOS and the reply of EARL BROWDER, he considered it 
imperative that the "New Masses" Magazine raise funds immediately inasmuch as it 


was his opinion it would be difficult for this type of organization to secure 
contributions in the not too far distant future. J du 


cs [Subject and TARMON organized a dinner meeting for the evening of June 
8,.19h5, ee the Hollyw votre oosevelt Hotel and had pamphlets printed publicizing 


this meeting dic However act with hotel authorities on the afternoon of June 8, 
a determined’ that the dinner had been cancelled, due to inability of certain people. 
/ to attend. The Pamphiet put out for this cancelled meeting described it as 
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$5.00 per. person. Hy 


Sy The program was to feature the following individuals in addition to é 


gS 
XD Subject and his wife, RUTIRGICKENNEY s CLAUD CCCKBURN, FR: ‘DERIC V. FELD, WILLIAM 
g YSROPPER and Mme. AND TIGLLIS. The pamphlet contains the folloWi ng biographical. 


data regarding each of these speakers: 
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NCLAUD COCKBURN, British diplomatic correspondent, at 5an_ 
Francisco Conference. Formerly U. S. correspondent London Times 
stationed at washington, D. C. He will be remembered for his writ- 
ings in the London sees Yieek! which is being published once more. 
An internationally famous reporter, he is one of the Editors of the 


London Daily worker. 
Masses. 
a OT aca, 

"'PREDERIC V,. FIBLD, Chairman of the Pan-American Committee for 
Democracy. He is an authority on Latin American and Far Kastern 
problems and is covering the San Francisco Conference. He is a con~. 
tributing editor of the New Masses. ° 


“Ie is the London correspondent: for the New 


WILLIAM GROPPER, Internationally known artist whose works 
are among the permanent collection of the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, iuseum of Modern Art, and the Hoscow Art Museum. He is the 


official artist at the San Francisco Conference for the New Masses, 


"WE, ANDREE VIOLLIS is covering the San Francisco Conference 
for Ce Soir, Paris. Has Yecently completed tour of the United States 
under the auspices of the Office of War Information. las a noted 
leader of the French Resistance ilovement. She is a contributor to 
L'Humanite." 


The pamphlet also includes the following list of sponsors; 


ALVAH¥BESSIE ” ALBERDMIALTEZ © 
EDWARDYBIBERUAN’ CAREY MeWILLIANS 
SIDNEYABUCHIAN LORENAMILIER ~ 
HERANYOHERRY, — JACKYMOS 

DR. FRANK C3@DAVIS CLIFFORDODETS ts see 
THEODOPREXDREISER j VIADTHTR POZNER 

&. Y¥ARBURG , ee NSON ™ 

DANZGALES JOHNAWEXLEY 

ALEXANDERYKNOX | / DAME WAYMWHITTY 

JOHN HOWARD, LAWSON DENVORWINTERS 


SUSANYERWSON 


Of the above sponsors it should be noted that the following are known rd 


to the Los Angéles Office as members of the Los ae Ne mmunist Political 


Association: U bots £ Bi Anat 
ALVAH BESSIE , ALBERT MALTZ 
EDWARD BIBERMAN » LOREN MILLER, 
SIDNEY BUGHIAN JACK MOSS 
DAN JAMES EARL ROBINSON S 
JOHN HOWARD LAWSON JOH WEXIEY = AQNCYIEN | VAL. 


SUSAN a DAME WAY WHITTYU 
== 
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The program for the cancelled meeting was made available by 
[Informant Th) 
Although the above dinner meeting was cancelled, "New .iasses" 
did sponsor'a semi-public meeting on the evening of June 8 at the Screen- a 
/ Cartoonists Guild Hall, 6272 Yucca in Hollywood, ‘which was advertised as a y ; 


reception in honor of WILLIAUGROPPER, Admission was to be one dollar and the © 
featured speakers were to be BRUCE if[NTON, RUTH LCKENNEY , and JOBN4GALVIN. _ 
° Se Se L ’ 


Informant T-5 reported on Hay 25, 1945, that DORBTTA TAIMJON had 
‘ incurred considerable difficulty in raising funds in Los, Angeles_and had been at 
odds with the County officers of the Communist Political Association... This. 
Informant btated that MAMYSILVER, Secretary-Treasurer for the Los Angeles .County 
CPA, PETTISWPERRY, a Vice’ President, and NED/SPARKS, President, had finally. given 
permission for the "New. asses" group to have a quiet affair and then leave town. 
According to this-Informant the opinion of the County Officers was that the "New 
asses" group was at odds with the CPA on the question of post-war plans. In 
‘view of the remarks Subject BRANSTEN made at™the People's iducational Centér 
-gponsored meeting on June 1, considerable apprehension existed” on thé part™of the 
County officials of the CPA and also on the part of VIDLTAGS CHNETDETEIAN, Calif- 
; ornia State President, as to just what Subject might say-at this "New lasses" 
<'meeting, their particular concern being that he might use the meeting as an 
% .©:'occasion to discuss CPA policy in relation to the previously-~mentioned JACQUES 
Ne ‘,UCLOS article, More detailed information regarding this difference of opinion 
& ES°SSt out later in this report.CH (uy 


y 


2 
Ent bowen 


an 
= SP et 
ha PU be XE 


eS 


& 


te 


Af 
a 


Special Agents HAROLD TRAPP, JAimS MASON, WARCUS if, BRIGHT and the 


ain ; : ; : 

Pet writer, attended the meeting on the evening of June 8, and made the following 
Uf, WObservations: . ¢ 

i> JOBYZ0STER, Film Editor for "New Masses" Magazine, introduced RUTH 


Uck=NNSY, who then acted as Chairman for the evening. RUTH licKENNEY made a brief , - 

speech relating in a rather humorous vein incidents she observed at the United 

| Nations Conference. Her speech was favorable to the Soviet government and tended 

to ridicule Secretary of State STOTTINIUS and the American Delegation. Only once 
_in her speech did she appear to be quite serious and that was when she referred to 
April 30, 1945, as one of the most tragic dates in her entire life-~that being the 
date that the United Nations delegates over-rode the protests of the Soviet 
Gommissar of Foreign Affairs LOLOTOV and voted to invite a delegation from the 
Argentine Republic to the Conference. She stated it was tragic to her to see the 
Anti-Soviet feeling expressed in this manner, . 


WILLIAM GROPPER spoke for a few minutes in a humorous vein, describing 
the early history of "New Masses" liagazine and the time it was operated on a- 
shoe string by MABASASTUAN and described how GROPPER and eer ae with others, 
succeeded in obtaining control of ‘the publication from LASTMA 
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3 : ches donations for "New Masses" Magazine and that DORETIA TARMON gave a collection 
s 
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\ S and several autographed photographs of GROPFER were sold at five dollars apiece. 
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MAX SASTHAN is apparently the former Communist leader in New York who is now 


quite critical of them. 


BRUCE iiINTON was the next speaker an his remarks were received 
enthusiastically by those present. His entire time was devoted to the United 
Nations Conference and on each of the questions he discussed he adopted a 

%, Stand which was decidedly pro-Russian. He was very critical of the.position of 
ate American delegation and bitterly condemned the present trend in American 
eyforeign policy which he stated was away from the policies of Roosevelt and the 

‘4 Yalta agreements. He also spoke bitterly of Senator VANDENBERG and former 
See aene HERBERT HOOVER, accusing them of using disruptive eects and being 
‘the leaders of the clique which engaged in "Soviet baiting". 


Y Four questions from the floor were permitted; however, aney were. 
‘confined to the San Francisco Conference and no question of CPA policy was raised. 
a 


ne It should be noted that each speaker made a plea for subscriptions 


‘speech, In addition, two original drawings by ULLLIAT. GROPPER were auctioned 


eg It should be noted that this "New Masses" meeting received consider= 
WS: able publicity in thexkos Angeles Examiner on June “on dune 10; it being described as the: 
«launching of a new United States drive by Nredst in. wich Hollywood was to be the 
‘-citadel", The newspaper article describes the meeting as having outlined es 
{policy of "Commundasfinsilteation. _and¥red_rev revolutionary militancy..under.way_4 
ithevifestern. “Hemisphere. 1 The article states that the speakers at this ‘asst 
ans chad ‘advocated Infiltration of the ranks of servicemen by the "thousands of pretty 
= young girls in our Communist Youth Movement''. Other suggestions which the 
q newspaper account alleges were discussed were the need for continuing lend-lease 
Sl to Russia, effecting closer ties with President TRUMAN, and that it was necessary 

| tofSovietize all of Asia". 


eeting was‘taken cognizance of on the floor of Congress and that the House 


ve Subsequent press articles indicate that’ the publicity given to this 
m 
= Committee on Subversive Activity shortly thereafter announced that it intended to 


fe S launch a probe in Hollywood. 


> As a result of the publicity given this yeoting, Subject and his wife 
< held conferences with JQUN HOWARD LAWSON and CHARLE TZ regarding the possibility 
alof filing a libel suit against the Los” ‘Kngeles Examiner. CHARLES KATZ, it should 
s be noted, is a member of the CPA presently assigned to the 57th Assembly District, 
WY CPA Club, vand ‘is mpl many Communist—dominated organizations. According 
toCInformants T-1 and T-2 Cries result of these conferences was that BRUCE 
uINTON was of the opiniof that to file a suit would result in libel of him being 
printed in the press daily for the next several months inasmuch-as over a period 
of years a man "collects a lot of things and that his extensive record with the 
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~/pies Committee would undoubtedly be publicized''. He was willing, however, to 

undertake the suit if the local Communist leaders so desired. It was finally : 

; decided that an affidavit derlying the remarks would be prepared by each of the 

} speakers and that a similanvaffidavit, signed by all the persons present who 

. could be identified, would also be prepared, The purpose of this course being to 
force a retraction on the part of the newspaper. In, addition, an intention was 
expressed to have these affidavits introduced in thexGongressional Record through 
contacts existing with mer members of the House’ of Representatives, 


: . gq fe 

Informarit wermalis ee a copy of a letter which Subject and mee” 
his wife seri to the Edittor of thefLos Angeles Daily News, urging that newspaper ~ 
to refute the story which appeared ‘in the LossAngeles Examiner. In this letter 
they refer to the incident as an example of the""Nazi technique". A copy of this 
letter is being forwarded to the New Haven Field Division. 


WARJOR SKRUAND of "New asses" liagazine, was placed in charge 
of the task of identifying the people known to be present at this meeting so that 
their signatures could be obtained for the affidavit, inasmuch as MINION, his wife, 
WILLIAM GROPPER and JOE FOSTER did not expect to remain in Los Angeles. A 


= 


pamphlet éntitiedAtTive Million Dollars worth of Bias for Only Five Dollars", 
supporting ‘New lasses" Magazine, which was distributed at the above meeting, was 
“, obtained anda copy 1s being forwarded to the New Haven Field Division. 
oft It should be noted that thetPeople's Daily World, alleged official 
~ newspaper organ for the Communist Political Association on the West Coast, in an 
y,, “editorial in its edition of June 16, 1945, refers to the "New lasses Frame-Up" 
3 2 as an old technique for an anti-Soviet drive. This editorial states that the 
i. ze "completely fabricated story" resulted in action being taken by Congressman RANKIN 
es of Mississippi on behalf of the Un-American Activities Committee of the Houses 
~ \ The editorial continues along the line ‘of criticizing such action as being“dis~ 
= ! Ve. ruptive to national unity and tending to alienate a powerful friend and ally whose 
Ry! ™ friendship and cooperation is desirable both in war against Japan and in assuring 
‘ic, giworld peace after the war. 
t WH. 
asl = A second function sponsored by "New liasses" Magazine was a cocktail 
‘SL, party held at the home of FRANKYPUITLE, Motion Picture Director, 6217 Rockcliffe 
rs S Drive, Hollywood. It should be/noted that this individual is known to the Los 
S Angeles Field Office as a member of the Communist Political Association. £According 
to Informant T-27CRORETTA TARMON and BRUCE iiINTON considered having this party at 
the home of JOHN UMXLsy, - TLECHAWEXURIS 5 or GALE ‘SONDERGAARD , all of whom are members 
of the Los Anpeles”County CPA. Slbject's home’ was not used because of its in- 
accessible location. In referring to this party, RUTH licKENNEY, wife of Subject, 
told(informant T-~2|that Hollywood's "elite" alleged radicals would be there. Thi 
affair was also publicized as being in honor of ‘sILLIAM GROPPER and admission wag 
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Informant 1~6\attended this reception and furnished the names of 
several individuals preSent, it being noted that the majority of them are known 
to the Los Angeles Office as members of the CPA. Informant advised that ee 
TARHON made a collection speech, which resulted in approximately $3 3000 being 
collected, the Informant himself contributing a check in the amount of 310.00, 
which cancelled check is retained by him. He reported that the cocktail party 
was more social than political and about the only business discussed was in the 
nature of referring to the need for supporting "New Masses" Magazine. According 
to( Informant f-1, BT ct and his wife attended this meeting. 


Indicative of additional work Subject and’his wife ma esorn for 
"New hiasses" Magazine, is information furnished by(Informant Ti f9s cating 
thaton dine 1, 19)5, ISIDOMSCHISILER, Literary Editor of "New lasses" advised |» 
the Subject he intended to call upon them to make a study of a group of books on 
the structure of Americ#n government, It includes the following: 7 


uv Mupig Demoeraey" by PAUL £ [SAPPLEBY ; 
f "The port on the Reorganization of Congress, by 

: erican Political Science Association Committee! 5. f 
“Atcan Representative Government Do the Job't by THOWAS APINEETTER; 

i Decentralized for Liberty" by -T THOLIASAHE WwaS (which takes’2 

position opposed to APPLEBY's 5, 

Fae Men Equal" by iSNRY ALONZOSRRYERS 3 
~AUGan Democracy Recover" by LOUISHARITON 
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Speech at Sues eouog ons Center-Beverly-\: jestwood Democratic Committee 


Con May 16, “19hs » informant T~7 penaieen: ‘that arrangements for BRUCE 
WINTON to appear at an Institute sponsored by the LOS ANGELES EDUCATIONAL CENTER 
and théXGEVERLY-EST00D DEICCRATIC CCIEITTEE on June-10, 195, had. peen perfected 
by KLILTIGUARD and that JOHIT TIGGARD, LAWSON would also partioipate iUtthts Institute 
was described as a forum for the purpose, of discussing "Problems of the Peace 
and Next Steps Towards Vorlid Security" ky The Institute was to be held - the 
Westwood Community Clubhouse, 10975 iMlshire Boulevard, on Sunday, dupe 10 at 2:30 
p. we and 8:00 p. m. A throw-away advertising‘ this. meeting” indicates that parti- 
cipants were to be UANCUGRITSYGLARK, ROBERT By HARRIS ,” DR. SANFORBAGOLDNER, 
BRUCS LINTON, JOUN HUARD TAWSON, wate PRANK OC, DAVIS, j Chairman. It should be 
noted that GO SilaR, liINTON and LAISOH are “known bo “be members of the Communist 
Political Association in Los . ingelessCounty and that UARG JSRITS CLAUK; ROBERT 


JARRIS and DR>“FRAHK GS DAVIS have appeared. on many Communist front organization 
programs. Subject's topic for discussion on this Institute was entitled "Has 
the San Francisco Conference Achieved Its Lain Objectives?" D> 

: / 


JOHN HG.ARD LAWSON was to discuss "The Roots of Foreign Policy in 
fmerican History". All members of -the forum were to participate in a panel dis~ 
cussion at the evening session $<] 
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The writer attended the evening session, at which the throw-away 
above described was obtained and is being placed in the Los Angeles file. 
The panel forum consisted of people in the audience asking questions of the 
Chairman, Dr, DAVIS, who would then call upon one of the panel members to 
answer. the same. Questions relating to labor problems were generally referred 
to Dr. GOLDNER, whereas all questions relating to the San Francisco Conference 
and prospects for peace were submitted to BRUCE WINTON. The answers given by 
WINTON on this occasion were quite similar to the,ideas expressed in the speech 
he prepared for the afternoon session, which is being quoted hereinafter. 


It should be noted that the Beverly-tiestwood Democratic Committee 
has been infiltrated to a considerable éxtént by “Communiist*Political-Associa~ 
tion members and that the leadership of this committee is controlled almost 
entirely by known CPA members. . . 

: \ . CPA member 

Following the panel forum discussion FRED NALDO/moved that -the 
group assembled adopt a resolution putting the Beverly-Westwood Democratic 
Committee on record as favoring a return to the policies of former President 
Roosevelt and the Yalta agreements and that telegrams to this effect be sent 
to President TRUMAN, members Qf Congress and delegates to the San Francisco Con~ 
ference if practicable. ALVINMtiILDER,.a,Llos Angeles radio commentator, who has 
been identified with some front‘ organizations, objected to this proposal on the 
basis that it was not a constructive criticism and the result of the discussion 
was that a committee to reword the resolution was appointed, to consist of FRED 
RINALDO, JOHN HOWARD LAWSON, BRUCE iiINTON and ALVIN WILDER. — rt 


apiarpensc0 , CPA member, . movéd that the Beverly-iestwood «Democratic 
Committee send telegrams to President TRUMAN and members of Congress, urging that 
the funds of the{office of War Information andMFair Employment Practices Committee 
not be reduced. ’ This motion carried with practically no discussion. 

e : : 

An individual tentatively identified as LES fTTELMAN, introduced a 
motion to the effect that telegrams_of protest should “be sent to Radio Station 
KFI in Los Angeles, objecting to that station's action in eliminating considerable 
news commentators from its programs. This resolution was unanimously endorsed. 


The final resolution proposed was by/an individual who identified him- 
self only as being affiliated with Russian vay Relief, who, moved that telegrams be 
sent to President TRUMAN urging that AVERT : IMAN, U. Ss Ambassador to Russia, 
be recalled. The preface for this resolution\was that BRUCE itINTON in his dis- 
cussions before the group had indicated that HARRIUJAN had changed his point of 
view and was no longer friendly toward Russia and progressive forces. This 
resolution also was adopted. 


The publicationMt!Political Reporter" for May, 1945, which is put out 


monthly by the Beverly-Westwood Democratic Committee, contains a rather lengthy 
article by BRUCE MINTON reporting on the San Francisco » Conference, which article 
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follows the general theme err the speeches Subject has made. LONER 


(Informant smade avellable the rough draft speech which Subject pre~ 
pared for the meeting cof June 10, and it is being quoted as follows: 


"Two months ago, a discussion similar to this one today, was held 
in Los Angeles--ten days before the United Nations Conference on 
International Organization convened in San Francisco. Hany of us who 
are participating here also participated in the previous discussion, ; 
Without exception, all of us then were filled with confidence that 
something of great promise and significance to world security and 
peace was about to take place when the nations gathered in San Francisco. 
My wife and I went to San Francisco confidant that for all the diffi- 
culties of drawing up a charter serving as machinery to guard the 
peace once the stqu es enemy had been crushed, that the final result 
would be good-~because the peace charter would be built on the firm 
foundation of theyalta agreement, signed’ by WINSTON CHURCHILL, JOSEPH 
STALIN, and the Yate great President FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. The core 
of the Yalta agreement was contained within the sentence ‘Only with. 
the growing cooperation and understanding among our three countries 
and among all the peace loving nations can the highest aspiration of 
humanity be realized--a secure and lasting peace, assuring that. all 
men in all the lands may live out their lives in freedom from fear and 
want.' 


"Perhaps all of us taking part in the discussion two months ago 
were naive. But then, so was almost every delegate to the United 
Nations, Conference, so was almost every correspondent. For “our"part, 
my Vy wife and 1 had spent three and one half war years in Washington, 

D. C., and we thought we had a fairly good grasp of political realities. 
The fact is, the Crimea Declaration made sense; there can be no peace 
and security unless the mutual understanding and cooperation of the 

Big Three--Great Britain, The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
the United States-~-are preserved. It was the very logic, the very 
necessity of the Crimea Declaration that convinced us -— andalmost every 
person of good will who went to San Francisco--that here at last mankind 
would find a way to cure the diseases of war and reaction. 


ie went to the San Francisco Conference with great hope. And we 
were not only disappointed=-we witnessed the violation of the Yalta 
premises, we saw hope of mankind shattered, and our nation taken down 
the path toward the shadow of war and the horror of néw concentration 
camps. Less than two weeks after the San Francisco. Conference had opened, 
my wife left the city. She said that she could not bear to look upon the 
faces of the murderers of our two young sons. 
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"How can we judge the San Francisco Conference? That shall 
we take as our measure? I think itiseorrest to judge the confer- 
ence by the simple standard of the Yalta Declaration. Did the 
nations, at San Francisco, enhance 'the growing cooperation and 
understanding among our three countries and among all the peace 
loving nations .. .!? 


"The Crimea Declaration was violated, its premise badly mauled 
at San Francisco. The peace of our nation, and of the world, for 
which we fought the war against Germany and are now fighting the 
war against Japan, is in utmost danger. The people have not yet 

. resolved their suffering. They face a new and deeper crisis. 


"There is no easy way to peace. It is not won for the asking, 
it is not won by good intention, 


"None of us are guiltless. iie exported guns and men to fight 
the evils of Nazism, but our army and our people were by and large 
not aware of the full stakes in the vast world struggle. It was 
this failure to realize the meaning of the war we were engaged in 
that led to the present crisis, In truth, as a nation we face the 
test of whether we shall become the inheritors of German reaction, 
whether we shall become the scourge of mankind, whether our children 


| 
shall fight and kill and be killed in order to enslave their brothers 
: throughout the world, . 


: "The San Francisco Conference can be discussed on two levels. 

A _ There is the technical level that fills the press-~but you and I 
know that the charter or any charter is meaningless even if it 
were written in Heaven, unless the charter rests on a clear intention 
to preserve the peace. In fact, the charter itself canbe a danger 
to peace--because it can lull us into a dangerous confidence that 
the machinery will automatically preserve us from war and that if 
we have the charter then we need have no fears, : 


"I am not going to discuss technical details. Actually, this 
phrase or that phrase in the charter is at least as good as was the 
League of Nations, and in reality, from a technical standpoint, a 
great deal better, 


"But this is not the central factor. This is not enough.in ite 
self, lie must approach the San Francisco Conference on a realistic 
level from the point of view of what happened to the unity, ‘cooperation, 
and mutual understanding of the Big Three. If you will permit me, I 
want to read a few sentences from the first despatch I sent to my maga~ 

, Zine from San Francisco-~since it is this standard that I shall use to 
view the events that occurred: Quote New Masses, page ) (May 8, 1945)" 


me ee 
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” The aie of this rowgh draft is Meine Porwasded to the |. “ON 
' New Haven Field Division. ‘ * 


The People's Educational Center is a ‘Comunisiffront organization 

WY and Subject 's activity “on its behalf ‘is indicated by the fact that o rJune 12, 

1 Informant T-2{advised. that Subject considered it urgent that he attend a board 
‘meeting of the\PEC, which was to be held at the downtown office thereof.) p) da ) 


Speech befor. Hollywood. Women's Councia ~ June i2, 19b5s ud. 


Cintormant ToL advised on June 11, 195 5,1 ae Subject was to deliver 
an address on the evening of June 12, 195, at the Hollywood Women's Council, ; 
| his topic to be again "The San ‘Francisco Conference", ; 

It should be noted that information submitted by| Informant T-2 
indicates that arrangéments for Subject to speak before this group were made by 
SADIEXORNITZ, who is known to the Los Angeles Office as a member of the Communist 
Political Association. This Informant also advised that Subject refused to fuifill 
this appearance unless the organization secured a Stenotypist'to make an accurate 
transcription of his remarks, which request was based upon the difficulty that 


arose over~the "New Li lasses" meeting of June 8, previously referred to, which receiv- 
ed publicity in the fi Los o8 “Angeles Examiner. £\ “) 
[eel 


Participants in San Francisco Conference in Contact with Subject: 


: 7 
(informant T-1 on May 16 P fad that Subject and his wife intended 

to have some of the press representatives and delegates to the United Nations : 

Conference at San Francisca as hotiseguests upon their return to Los’ Angeles; ,upon 

the conclusion of the Conference. Subject told this Informant it was contempizted 

that three guests would arrive~~one from London, one from New York and one< from : 

Moscow. Informant subsequently advised that these plans did not materialize and 

that as.a matter of fact the only person who actually visited the Subject wad. 

GRACE, GRANNICH, who attended the Conference as a press representative of either 

the “Dally 4orker or Inter~+Continent News Service. It should be noted that: : GRACE 

GRANNICH had previously advised the Subject that she had contacts with the: Chinese 
(y) delegation to the Conference and on the occasion of GRANNICH's stay with Subject, 
Informant T~1jmade available a lenrthy summary of an "Off-the-record interview with 
HENYGHIA TAMKANG, Secretary toxXCHU Net AL" on the topic "Estimation of Stillwelits 
AS Reference letter to ‘the Bureau of June 1,. 195, enbit MINTERN 
APPARLTUS ~ INTERNAL SECURITY - R" sets this forth in full and a rou iT draft wopy 
thereof is being-forwarded to the New Haven Field Division. e 


The individual who ‘intended to visit Subject and who was from London, 
apparently was CLAUD | COCKBURN, who, according to information received from : 
tt) CInformant T~2,|Was tnable-to"Visit Subject because he had received a telegram 4 
directing him to return to England immediately because of the pressing problems 4 
arising in connection with the British elections. It should be noted that COCKBURN(. 
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Subject referred him to the following:(4\(q) 


poraYSCHNEIDER , 
BILL AND CHRISTINAYBLAKE 


ALLAMSOLLINS of Curtis Brown, Ltd. 
tlagazine and th 


according to the People's Daily 
for the Russian Ukraine. 


acquainted while at the San Francisco Conferences 


‘yormanegguanyfe0 

ditor -New.China Daily 

12h West Oth Street 
TRinity 7913 ~~ 


News 
seearembcntecpe 


LANGSTON 
63 St. Nick Avenue 
ED-)}-6909 


re an 


- RICARDOGIARTINI 
Avenida El Bosque 
Apt. 2 . 
La Florida 
Caracas, Venezuela 


wet 
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SAUARTINEZ , 
Calle Blisea 15 - Dept. 8 
ilexico City 


VY, 
KASTAS{KARAYARGAS 
Room 326 
Bellevue 
Taylor & Geary 
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‘asked Subjeet for the names of people he should see while in New York and that 


Se aTin ‘of "New Yorker" Magazine — Gh) 
FRANKMMORLEY of Harcourt Brace & Company 


WINTON told the Informant he was’ supplying these names to COCKBURN 
as representing individuals he should see"aside from our boys". Informant felt 
this was intended to set these people aside from representatives of "New Hasses" 


1 RR Lee 
: LH) : 
(Informant tla so obtained thé following list of names and addresses, 
which it.is believed are of individuals with whom Subject had contact or became 
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JAMES USAtILLER 

1833 Sunnydale Avenue 

JUniper 4-1929 _ .. 


Dr. BRANKOAKAJIC 
Rep. of Telegraph Agency . : 
New Yugoslavia 


BIOGRAPHY OF HERBERT HOOVER WHICH SUBJECT IS WRITING 


Purpose of Book ( WW) 


. (Informant 1-8] has advised that Subject BRANSTEN is ie a great 
deal of work in connectién with his preparation of a biography of former President 
HERBERT HOOVER and as. previously reported, has been retaining SY ‘BAKST to do 
research on this project. Copies of considerable correspondence regarding this 
book are being forwarded to the New Haven Field Division. However, the following 
excerpts from a statement of the Subject outlining his plans and purposes are 
quoted: , 


‘My idea is to write the book myself, with your research. I - 
am a bad researcher, and I would depend very strongly on you for the’ 
material. The book would be presented to a publisher when possible, 
signed as follows ‘BRUCE iMINTON, with the assistance of SLYBAKST. ¢ 
I want to write this badk myself, ‘without collaboration, with full 
acknowledgement to you as above, and in addition in the preface, or 
the preceding acknowledgement. If you think this is unfair, let me 
know, and we'll discuss it. I've talked it over with Ruth and 
she proposed the above formulation ~—- but if you are dissatisfied 
we can change it. Let me know what you think." ... 


"The book “is a two-fold one. JI have no idea how it should be * © 
presented as yet -~ that is, only vaguely, but when the material 
shapes up, the form of presentation shonld be clearer. ihat I should 
like to see is a book with the curse of statistics and 'profound!' 
analysis eliminated, with the theory tacit in the story, without using 
Marxist terminology. ~~ at least, not using it too much. The excuse is 
the life of Hoover -~ but the book is the life and times of Herbert 
Hoover, and an analysis of why he does things his way, why he thinks 
his way, what is his purpose, what he wants, what he foresees. petrereve 
any detail in Hoover's life should be known to us; before you are , 
finished, I would like you to talk to certain people who knew Iloover 
in Jashington (ADALMMLAPIN can help you on this, and will). Whenever 
and wherever you come across an anecdote, a description, a reference to 


~~" hag Nh Roe 
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"the personality or the reactions of Hoover, I would like meery Dé ; hy 
Also, if possible, since Hoover is known as a racconteur, we should 

try to get hold of some of the stories he tells. 


"But the guts of the book will consist of a detailed under- 
standing of American capitalist development, of the forms and 
methods and reasons for American imperialist development, its 
specific characteristics, and so forth. Since Hoover's life begins 
in the 70's, we should start our examination of American imperialism 
around that time, and bring it up to the present~-to 1945, or at 
least through the 19), election in November. The main topics we 
will have to understand are something like this: 1. How and why 
did American imperialism develop out of mercantile capitalism. 
2. What did this do to the comestic economy from 1870 to the present 
time.. 3. America's relations in the Par East, the Boxer Rebellion,,, bas 
the Open Loor policy, the Great war, subsequent developments, the 
war with Japan, relations with the Soviet Union and China, why does 
WILLKIE take the line he does in One World, why is there opposition’ 
to it, where does HOOVER stand. 4. Latin America, through the 
exploitations of the twenties and the Good Neighbor policy to the 
present war. 5. Relations with Hurope for this period. 6. smoriga’ # 
colonial policies -- why and wherefore. 7. The export of capital, ’” oe 
what it is, how it works, why and wherefore, and an examination of tne a 
problems of the export of capital in light of the Teheran position. ‘ 
8. How and why did America get involved in the first World War, in’this 
world war. 9. A close scrutiny of Hoover's role in the Far Hast, in 
China, in the mining business, in world war relief, in the first inter- 
vention and the killing off the revolutionary movements in middle + 
Europe. 10. Hoover's role as Secretary of Commerce, his philosophy, 
his perspectives, why he fought with Mellon, what capitalist interests 
he represented and why. 11. Hoover as President, the why and whergfore 
of his. actions. 12. Hoover as leader of the Liberty League. 13. :Hoover 
as leader of the second attempt at intervention (Finnish war). 1). ‘ Hoover 
as appeaser, his present philosophy, why and wherefore, what are its’ s 
roots, whom does he speak for, what reasons, ete. Also, we must point, , 
out the clear differences between the development of American imperialism 
and British, french, German, Russian, Italian, and Japanese, imperialisn. 
We must understand this thoroughly. Moreover, we must understand the *; 
specific quality and personality of American imperialism." 


The agreement between Subject and SY BAKST was reduced to writing 


in a document dated June 30, 194, under Subjec ct's former address, 12,7 Bertie 
Kings Road, Los Angeles, California, which is quoted as follows: 


DENTAL. 


~ 18 cONy 
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CONTA 


"I write this memorandum in order to give us a record of our 


agreement in working on the book tentatively Beuhec herbert Hoover, 
His Life and Times.! ernment ee 


a al 


"Dear Sy, 


: "It is understood between us that I take, final responsibility 
for the contents, approach, and method used in the book, and that I 
shall be responsible for all writing.: I shall make the contracts 
for publication in my name and any other business arrangements. 


"I shall pay you ;,3000 for research which shall be done by you 
along lines that fulfill the needs I consider essential for the book. 
This payment will be for your work during the period September 1, 
194 to June 30, 1945. If it is necessary to continue further work 
by you, then the rate of payments shall be the same -- $300 a month » 


"The book shall bear the signature .'By Bruce klinton (or Richard 
Bransten if I so decide) with the assistance of Sy Bakst! on the title 
page. I shall also request with all urgency that this signature be~, 
carried on the cover of the book and on the dust cover, and I shall 


try to’persuade the publisher to comply to this request. 

"On royalties, payments will be made to me. I shall however 
pay you half of all royalties accruing from the book, its reprint, 
translation, or use in any other medium -~ half of such royalties, 
after deduction of expenses such as legal fees, corrections, publishers 
charges, etc., going to you. 


"This agreement is further explained and amplified in the letter 
from me to you of this date. 


"Looking foward to a fruitful association, 
_ Best, 
(Signed) RICHARD BRANSTEN 
"SY BAKST! 


An illustration of the type of problem Subject and BAKST have found 
it necessary to discuss in connection with the book is the following: 
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"Another point that needs more emphasis is the question of IAL 
the elimination of class struggle. Frequently, the form of class 
struggle may change, but the content is there nevertheless. For 
example~-does not the fact that we are doing everything to maintain 
and widen the split within the ranks of the bourgeoise of our country 
express a type of class struggle. And examine the national unity 
between us and certain sections of the bourgeoise; isn't this one of 
the basic forms of class struggle, that is, utilizing the contradictions 
that exist within the bourgeoise. If we can realise the perspectives 
of Teheran, and I think the possibilities are very good, will not the 
economic and cultural. development of the vast masses of the world 
strengthen the forces: fighting for socialism and their allies. And 
further, the vigilance that the democratic masses will have to maintain 
in their countries in order to prevent the imperialisms of the U. 5S. 
and Gr. B. from exporting political hegemony with the export of capital, 
is but another form of class struggle. The fight for broader democracy 
in the U. S.3 the freeing of Puerto Rico; the extension of civil - 
liberties; the increase of economic and social security; what else can 
these things be called but class struggle? The neutralizing of the 
rapacious tendencies of imperialism thru Teheran, thus enabling the 
peaceful stabilization of the world economy, is a further manifesta- 
tion of class struggle. And the relationship between international 
capitalism and the U.S.S.R., thus strengthening the greatest bulwark 
-of the world.:proletariat is, in fact, one of the highest forms of class 
_ struggle.’ 

"These are only some of the aspects of the class struggle to 
date, and I am sure that you can add infinitely more to them." 


It should he noted that V. Jc¥J@ROME, 35 East l2@th Street, long: 


active in Communist affairs, advised Subject that he had taken the liberty of 
discussing with "Comrade BROUDER" the treatment of HERBERT HOOVER Subject was 


contemplating, and knew Subject would be happy to hear of BROWDER's approval; 


Progress on the Book wu) 


(According to Informant T~8,{ Subject has at present completed three 


chapters of this book which deal with the life of HERBERT HOOVER from birth . 
through his years at Stanford University, and copies of these chapters are “ye 
being forwarded to the New Haven Field Division. It should be noted that a 
Subject and BAKST have engaged in some discussion of the title of this book, 

it having tentatively been entitled'Defeat ~ The Story of Herbert Hoover." 
They contemplate revising the title ‘inasmuch as they do not féel that” HERBERT 
HOOVER has yet been sufficiently defeated. 


e ¢ 
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MERVETAC TH 7 
At the meeting on behalf of "New Masses" on June 8, previously ‘des 
cribed herein, thé writer had occasion to taik with Subject briefly under pre 
text at the conclusion of the meeting and at this time Subject stated that he 
felt certain it would take him almost a year to complete his biography of HERBERT 
HOOVER. This pretext discussion was made possible by the fact that RUTH | 
licKENNEY, in her speech at this meeting, had mentioned the fact that the Subject 
was writing a book about HERBERT HOOVER, 
L Che s amaeezeete pra Hea, 7 

(Jnformant T~9\lhas advised that a check in the amount of $1,000 drawn 
against the account of RICHARD BRANSTEN cleared on April 3, 1945, indicating - 
; this was probably the item deposited to the account of SY BAXST in Washington, 
*\ D. C. on March 28, 1945, as indicated in the reference report of Special Agent At a) 
; 


discussion was in lay, 


eS | "HUGH D, HeCULLOUGH, In this regard RICHARD BRANSTEN toldlInformant Telf that 
ve he had received a letter from iirs, SYMBAAST in which she stated that she and SY 
ce were of the opinion that an additiona i ~L,000 would probably cover all the work 
= left to be done from a research standpoint and that in any event SYBAKST would 
ei not consider abandoning the task whether he received compengation or not. This _ 
i 


CS Apticle About. HERBERT HOOVER Written for the Daily Worker: 


Coa T=) CNL) sisble a copy of an article on HERBERT HOOVER 

| x! which Subjéct wrote for ADAIL LAPIN of the Daily Worker, New York City, which 

22 bears the notation that it was to be sént by wire collect to‘that individual. 

' The tenor of this article is that ISRBERT HOOVER's entire career has been guided 
i by his bitter hatred of the Soviet Union, since he believes that so long as the 
Soviet Union exists his way of life is doomed. The article attempts to trace 
sy certain steps and phases of HERBERT HOOVER's career and each one is presented 
din a manner intehded to depict HERBERT HOOVER in an unfavorable light, The article 
also attempts to criticize American Imperialism. This article is not set forth 
in full since it is felt it probably appeared in the same or a modified form in 
the Daily Worker; however, the copy as written by the Subject ‘is being forwarded 
to the New Haven Field Division... 


\ 

dk] 

Ls CPA HELBERSHIP AND POSITION ON CPA POLICY 

% * CPA Membership: lu) 
we? ° 

aN (Informant 1-8 advised that 19h) Communist Party of the USA Membership 

Book No. 55565, made out in the name of BRUCE, is retained-by the Subject and 

hoa) that Subject also has 194) Communist Political Association iiembership Card No, 
t! 4422) under the name BRUCE HINTON, indicating that he was assigned to Club H, » 


‘ Los Angeles County, this card having been issued him duly 6, 19k. According to 
CS this Informant, the 19h Membership Book in the Communist Party, USA, for Subject's 
wife, is No, 95562, made out in the name RUTH and her 19h CPA Hembership Card 


‘ allegations of Informant :iS“being’ forwarded to.the New Haven Field Divipion. 


We: 


d 


LA 100-2135) 


is No. 4225 in the name RUTH McKENNEY. Information substantiating these 


It should be noted that the 19) Communist Party, pe Membership Books of 
Subject and his wife are both countersigned by A NNON, the State -or District 
Chairman. for Washington D. C. Aly u 


Subject BRANSTEI told{Informant 7-10) that he regularly received 
notices of meetings of the 59th Assembly District CPA Club and that on June 1, 
1945, he received such a notice from HARO. ROBERTS, Secretary of that Club. 

He also stated to the Informant that on June ‘8, 195, ERID@*REED, Chairman of 
the 59th Assembly District CPA Club, advised him of a special meeting scheduled 
for Wednesday evening, June 13, 195, 6121 Wilshire Boulevard, to discuss 
problems of importance to the entire membership. 


AW . 
In addition, Informant — advised that he had learned from the 
Subject that in connection with his froposed biography of HERBERT HOOVER, that 
he, the Subject, had written to HERBERT HOOVER 2 for information. ‘regarding his 
early life and that HERBERT HOOVER in his reply asked the Subject if he still 
retained membership or connection with the Communist Political Association and 
in answer to this Subject told Informant he intended to quite frankly so advise 
HERBERT HOOVER. 


When Subject and his wife were preparing to leave Os Angeles for 
Westport, Connecticut, on June 15,faccording to Informant T~2$ ‘they _ found it 
ecessary to make arrangements to have their CPA membership €ransferred. In . 
this regard Subject told T~2 {it woyld be necessary for him.to get in touch with 
EMIL FREED and eventually DORO AHN, who is known to the Los Angeles Office 
as a member of the 59th Assembly District CPA Club in order that an appropriate 
record of the transfer ‘of hin and his wife to Westport could be effected, Du) 


a, Ft, Rebate " 
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Position on CPA Policy: «for ee 
ee A | 
- Information obtained from\Informant, i) has indicated that Subject 
BRANSTEN and his wife, RUTH McKENNZY, have never fully been in accdérd with the 


To substantiate this, > information made available byfinformant TO} shows that i 
October, 19h, when SY BAKST raised the question of UPA policy in oo haar to 
cooperation with Capitalism | ‘and expressed some doubt as to the policy that should 
be followed and whether cooperation with Capitalism could ever be reconciled with 
true Marxism, Subject BRANSTEN apparently influenced his thinking in this regard. 
To illustrate this, it should be noted that on October 31, 19k, SY BAKST express- 
ed the belief that although the idea of cooperation with Capitalism had not yet 
been formulated as a position, CPA leaders were busy discussing progressive 
Capitalism and explaining the wonderful things Capitalism has done, is doing, and 
will continue to do in the future. BAKST was of the opinion the leaders were 
abandoning iiarxism for the sake of justifying a position rather than having the | 


“dissolution. of _theCommunist. Party fihich took place in the summer of 19h. \ lq 
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position follow the Ilarxist approach to a historical situation. BAKS 
‘sonelusion vas that "this position by the very nature of events taking plage 
on the International scene will be smashed and the stuff they are slinging 
around they themselves will repudiate within time." He did not mean to imply 
that Teheran vas impossible but that he felt the approach was incorrect, He 
stated that "We (Communists) support the solution that Capitalism is seeking 
since it also benefits the working classes and progressive forces of the world," 


He also stated: 


tT am sure that the French communists have heard of Teheran 
and would like very much for their country to be affected by the 
perspectives thereof, but nevertheless they are not willing to 
abandon everything, and especially their arms at this time. This 
4s not meant as an analogy, but only to express the different 
positions taken by the communists with regard to the world re- 
lationship of forces, Altho I don't imply here that the inter- - 
nal question of France is the same as that of America, it cer- 
tainly isn't very commendable to those American communists who 
are prepared to sacrifice everything, including basic principles, 
in order that they might be best acceptable to the American 
people. It is surprising to read the material that Ilinor has 
been putting out and then to hear Browder say things that almost ~ 
contradict liinor, Certainly, 5B has made it very clear that our 
position with regard to capitalism is taken because we are pre- 
pared to sacrifice any partisan interests: for the winning of the 


war." 


. 


k , . 
In December, is Ne stated he attended a class in which AL 
KEANON discussed Imperialism as a progressive force in world affairs and stated 
that imperialism would, continue to be that in the post-war period. BAKST stated 
that along with this LANON threw in the theory that the class struggle should be 
abolished. BAKST described this formulation on the peaceful transition to 
Socialism as a complete adaptation of the nieliorism of the Second Internationale. 
in writing about the matter to Subject, BAKST stated: 
"Among other profundities, he doesn't care if capitalism 

as it exists today ‘would last for another 960 million years.! 

You have given me an insight to some of the rubbish they are 

peddling on the coast for ijarxism and, as AL said, 'for a further 

adaptation of Liarxism and Leninism'. But the stuff I heard tonight 

is almost unbelievable coming from a responsible leader and 

theoretician of the C.P.A. I don't know whether to be insulted or 

flattered after Al's harrangue of ‘Harxism in the present world 

situation', when he told me that my approach was academic. Well, 

I won't relate more of tonight's class since it probably is a lot 


es 
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I am certain that. Alhas not concocted this position himself, 
but is no doubt carrying back the official attitude of the 
National Committee. This disturbs me a great deal and I 
would therefore be interested to know if, in your letter to 
Jerome, you raised some of these questions and whether you 


" received a reply." ead} 
ee ad 


Nof water that has tila flowing under your bridges. However, 


(Informant T-2 thas reported that on May 26, 1945, Subject and his. 
wife learned of the article written by JACQUES DUCLOS attacking the position of 
the American Communist Political Association andthe’ reply of EARL BROWDER. 
According to this Informant, .BRANSTEN and nis wife were elated by this news 
since they felt it foretold a.return to "a militant revolutionary organization", 
BHANSTEN having gone ‘so far as to predict that such an organization would come. 
into existence within six months &)f a) 


{Informants T-2 and nasi, that BRANSTEN and his wife promptly 


‘got in touch with some of their friénds in the Los Angeles area to discuss the 


implications of the DUCLOS article and the possible change in CPA party line and 
that two of the individuals with whom they visited were AIBERT JIALTZ and ALVAH 
=HSSIE, both of whom are motion picture writers and knowm to the tos. Angeles 
‘Office as members of the Los Angeles County CPs 


(&) Ca 

(informant T~1/ on that immediately upon hearing of this difference 
of opinion, BRANSTEN wrote a letter to WILLTAM. Ze» ROSTER, National Vice President 
of the Communist Political Association, assuring-FOSTER™ that he had his full. 
support in his position and the stand he Th taken in opposition to the policies, of 
UAL iL BROWDER. BRANSTEN told (Informant T- Teas one of the main reasons he wrote 
to FOSTER was that he was not previously ative Df the fact that FOSTER had sent a 
letter to the National Committee, which letter later became the subject of consider- 
able discussion in CPA circles. Jy 


nq “On June 2, 1945, Subject discussed [with Informant T~1| the problems 
precipitated by the DUCLOS article as it related to the editorial’ policy of “New. 
lasses" liagazine and as a result he and his wife, RUTH McKENNEY, Bee forth their 
views in a letter to the Magazine, as follows: | 


"I have just read the editorial on the Duclos article. 
Ruth and I feel that it had weaknesses--it did not for example 
mention Foster's name and his role in exposing the opportunism and 
desertion of Marxism-Leninism which Duclos pointed out characterized 
the leadership of the American Communist Party and later the Association. 
lioreover, it is my feeling that for the health of the magazine and 
for our future, we have the obligation to begin pointing out our — 
own mistakes, our sentimentalities and political mistakes that fostered 
the illusions of class peace, of our om errors of accepting opportunism, 


= 2h 


A 100-2135) 


Nof not insisting on greater democracy of discussion on these 
problems, of our false position on the trusts, and other errors 
that helped disarm. the American working class and its allies, 
and of all the slick formulations that if they did not state 
untruths, stated truth in such a way as to hide its quality and to 
amount to untruths. 


None of us are guiltless of the historical crimes which 
we have committed because of our lack of development and naturity. 
Now is the time to begin speaking up. We have also the responsibility 
to take leadership to clean out the opportunist thinking and to ; 
arrive at a firm Marxist-Leninist position. I do not think we should 
go off half-cocked. I am not advocating that the struggle for a 
working-class party should be conducted solely or even primarilly 
in the New Masses. But this is a serious moment in our history, the 
history of our nation. It is a serious moment in the struggle for 
peace. We have the obligation as quickly as possible to state our 
errors and to begin correcting them. We have not the right, if 
we are to build confidence in our magazine and in its vanguard role 
which it again must assume, to attempt to slip into a correct posi- 
tion without acknowledging the fact that many positions we have 
taken for the past two years were wrong. “ie have not the right, as 
Browder intimated, to pretend that we were right and only the relation- 
ship of forces has changed. Wore than that has happened: the changing 
relationships effect us and our position; but we did not see these 
relationships clearly in the past and any other approach can be 
disastrous to all the things for which we stand. 


"T am convinced that the magazine must enter into the debate 
over the Duclos criticism. I am also convinced that the magazine 
must be honest, must be forthright and not mealy mouthed. ‘te who have 
fostered and spread illusions so that at this critical moment we have 
not got the organization that is needed to stop this tragic smashing of 
extphe#Peheran and Yalta agreements of Big Three unity, have the obligation 
to smash the illusions and the false analyses in order to resume our 
position in the vanguard of the working-class and progressive movement. 
Nothing ig more important than this-~no personal considerations, no 
so-called 'loyalties,! no maneuverings for positions to save face, 


"Moreover, this debate demands that the most, serious and ra ; 
profound consideration be given to the function and the outlook of 
NEW HASSES. The fact remains that no matter what the excuses,no . 
matter how we claim to influence the so-called 'decisive' sections of 
public opinion, the circulation of Nil is a criticism of the magazine 
and of ow whole understanding of the approach that the magazine should 
take. We cannot avoid the profound implications of Duclos! remarks 
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"by blaming our own faults on others, or by attempting to blink 
away the criticism that is levelled directly at each one of us 

as editors and as participants in the Nii, le must build the 
magazine--the failure to do so is only evidence of the correctness 
of Duclos! criticisms. I do not think we should indulge in breast 
beating or idle confessions~-but I do believe we must set about 
without delay and in a manner that is straightforward and unafraid 
to correct both the mistakes in leadership we have been guilty of, 
and the mistakes of omission which we must acknowledge. 


"I do not think that I am capable--and I have no intention-~ 
of attempting a thorough analysis at this time of all the implications 
of Duclost brusque and scalding criticisms. But I'do not want our 
magazine to fall into the errors already shown by the Daily torker 
of attempting to square the circle and of trying to combine both the 
wrong and the right into a 'new line! which is essentially double- 
talk. ie can avoid this sort of playing with words. This is not 
just another shift in position. It is a challenge that demands the 
most serious and profound changes in our approaches and methods of 
work and understanding. The weaknesses of the American Communist 
Party, magnified in the work or lack of work of tie Communist 
‘Political Association must be cured. And of all weaknesses, three 
stand out in my mind: 1. failure to understand and follow the 
Hlarxist+Leninist scientific approach to our times and to our obliga- 
tions; 2. Failure to practice real democracy trithin the Communist , 
organizations; 3. Failure to value people and to utilize people most 
effectively, and within this I include the former way we had of 
hitting our own people over the head and maintaining authority by | 
bullying and not by being willing to analyze and reach conclusions — 
on the basis of fact and not on the basis of prejudice. 


"This letter is sent to you and our colleagues to express 
some of our convictions. And above all, to express our hopes that 
the staff of the magazine will precisely, honestly, swiftly, bravely 
face the realities of life and set about correcting our mutual 
mistakes without fear of the truth and the strength of being correct 
rather than merely politic. 


"Adding our warm personal regards to you and to the staff, 


Love," 


x 


The rough draft copy of the above letter is being forwarded to the 
New Haven Field Division. 


ca 
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Reference Letters to the Bureau dated Jurie, 5 and June u, “Ths; fe 

' \ 3et7forth detailed information concerning the reaction of Subject and some ‘of 


a ais associates in regard to the DUCLOS position. 


a m 

8 ' As previously mentioned in connection with the "New ifasses" meeting 

be in which Subject participated on June 8, 195, JOHN HOWARD LAWSON and others express~ 
me ad considerable concern as to’ what Subject might say in his spéech on that 

% 2. occasion, this concern being based upon the fact that at the People's Educational 

3: = Senter meeting on June 1, Subject had made reference to such things as the 

EY om “vanguard party of the working class" and they felt to some extent came close to 

Pe | lexposing the possible split developing within the ranks of the.CPA, which, in 

; % %,' their opinion was not a subject for public discussion at this time. fu 


(Information obtained from{Infornants T-7 and T-llfestablishes that 

| NED SPARKS, “Tos Angeles County President of the Communist Polftical Association, 

iS and WAX STLVER, Secretary-Treasurer of the Los Angeles County Communist. Political 

LN, Assoeiation, thle in San Francisco, discussed Subject's conduct with WILLIAM ‘ 

XM SCHNJIDERWUAN,, State-President of the CPA, who thereupon gave instructions” to" 

¥ “TLIZABSTH oe te Organizer for the\Cultural Groups of. of, the CPA in Los. Angeles 
Somes to the e fect that she and one 10. TARD RD LAVISON should ‘make certain that 


‘gat ‘2 " Indicative of the~differences of opinion RICHARD BRANSTEN has had 

wage with some of the CPA leaders, is the fact that MAX AND GRACE 8 GUANNTCH, upon learn- 
‘« ing that NED SPARKS was coming to Los Angeles to be County President, made the 

F Sees "Just wait untiY he tangles with RICHARD" meaning RICHARD BRANSTEN. 

‘lu 

HLIZABSTE CH toldUnformant T-11[that upon receiving the afore- 

mentioned instructions from SCHNWIDIRUAN, she had discussed the question with 
*JOHN HOWARD LAWSON, who assured her that he had on June’ 6, 1945 had a lengthy dis~ 
I Sise:ion of the problem with BRUC# WINTON and he felt reasonably sure that MINTOW 
“Would abide by their desires in the future, ELIZABSTH'LHACH GLENN stated that, 
LAK SON had described his session with BRUG: WINTON as quite. violent and stated 
that in fact after the discussion he had received a very bitter letter from-BRUCE 
“Win regard to their differences: LAWSON apparently had KEN HOUARD, arrange the meet- 
a petween himself and MINTON and had suggested that SANFORD. GOLDNER and:KEN 
HOWARD also be present. Prior ‘to arranging this neeting LAWSON and KEN. HOWARD had 
| discussed HINTON's speech on June 1 and Kil HO} iARD had stated that while MINTON's 
speech was not entirely negative he was rather bitter toward the United States 
| delegation to the San Francisco Conference. HOWARD stated that the reaction of 
his listeners was "some of them would have liked to have gone out on the streets 
and started then" and that there were disrupters present who took advantage of it 
and tried to call for something more direct." 
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One of the persons present described Subject's speech as violently 
Wleftist'. LAWSON and HOWARD both agreed that BRUCE TINTON was speaking entirely 
from the point of view of a person who accepted the position of DUCLOS. 
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DORETTA,.TARMON told Informant T-7 that she also was concerned as ? 
that BRUCH LINTON might say on the evening of June 8, not so much from her own 
standpoint but because of the fact. that pressure had been put upon her by the 
fficers of the Los Angeles County..CRA, to see that she made sure Subject did not 
‘et out of line. DORLTTA TARMON stated, however, that after conferring with 
‘OHN HOWARD LAWSON she felt somewhat reassured that BRUCE saw the wisdom of the 


yosition of the district leaders. (f\(U le ) 


\Gntomant M-2 advised that on June 8, 1945) he and DORETTA TARION 
met with BRUCE in the afternoon to ask him what the nature of his speech that 
evening would be and if he intended to confine his remarks to the San Francisco 
Conference and on this occasion BRUCE stated that the CPA authorities in the 
Los Angeles area are more or less isolationists and that they do not welcome and 
wholeheartedly accept people from other districts nor do they include them readily 
in discussions such as were presently going on with regard to the DUCLOS article. 
“INTON attributed this to the fact that the group out here had taken a wrong 
position for a period of over a year and therefore did.not welcome any discussion. 
WORSTTA TARMON then tried to caution Subject as to what he should say that evening, 
vihich irritated LIINTON considerably and he quite angrily instructed her not to 
endeavor to give him political advice and that he resented very much the fact that 
the local heads of the CPA had anything to say about his proposed speech. He 
stated it was none of their business,that he hadn't discussed the DUCLOS position 
any place else, that there was no reason to believe he intended to speak about it 
, | and that he considered it insulting and factional on their part to have raised the 
es issue. Subject stated he knew the line as well as anybody in Los Angeles and that 


the policy of the magazine ~ that the policy of the National board "governs us Dew 
Subject in his anger stated that he was not fighting with Yarybody 

* but when they begin to tell him rhat he should say and what he shouldn't, say, he oe 

a vas sick of it and simply wasn't going to have it done, He stated that /LALSON 

nad told him that he would be severely watched in what he said that evening and 

‘ ‘that so far as he was concerned he did not intend to tolerate that type of pressure 

wv and he considered it an outragé. He stated he was sick and tired of tiny opportyn- 

¥ ism, lack of democracy and dictation. He stated the local leaders could not say 

C’| ‘and had no right to say that what FOSTER and the others had decided is not right 


because he went by that and that HARL BiGi.DER was in descent and he intended to say | 
“ARL BRO. DER was in descent if the question was raised in the proper perspective 
and he was the sole judge as to just what circumstances would justify his answering d 


a question along this line. @) la) ‘ 


DORETTA TARMON brought up the question of whether BRUCE :TINTON had 
been to any district meetings here, to vhich he replied that he had no interest w 
in being at district meetings here and that they hadn't asked him to attend. He a 
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CONFIDY 


stated the only thing he had had from the district so far was a statement th 
DUCLOS was a dirty Frenchman and.a foreigner. He continued by stating the only 


ot 


the party in advance for. what he 


Serson he had seen was SAORALASSSON, who had threatened to expel him from 
ght say at the meeting that evening. 


BRAHSTEN stated he considered this the most vicious type of factionalism and 
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at the New liasses meeting a June 8. 


to JOHN HOWARD LANSONTa 


"JOHN HOWARD LAUSON, 
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that he wasn't going to tolerate it. (1) 


It is to be noted that the question of CPA policy did not come up 
Tl 2 RRR 


Se 


LS 


made available a copy of the letter Subject addressed 


(informant ral 


1 
t 


"I have just arrived home from our luncheon meeting and have 
been thinking over some of the things we said. For the record, I 
would like to have clear my opinions so that in repetition they will 
not be slanted or misunderstood in a way that does not truly represent 
what I am thinking. RUTH also takes pretty much the position that I 
do and this represents her opinion as well, which we have previously 
arrived at thru discussion. 


‘wy iafter my arrival here in May, 194, I did not then and I am sure you 


do not now, agree with the full position expressed in your book which 


was then in draft form.. I tho't that in places the book unfortunately 


qualititive change as it affects history. Furthermore I made other 
criticisms privatély in writing to you. Je have never discussed these 
criticisms, tho’ I know that you felt they were of such a character, tho 
written to yoy’ privately, that I was in your eyes an unreliable person. 
that after repeated attempts to clarify my disagreements 
ATER, no possibility was given to me to state my lack of 
understanding in his position and that instead I was branded not only 
by his but by the officialdom in Hollywood as anti-Teheran. This was not 
true, of course,, thot I did object to many formulations, such as the 
formulation that the U. S. was no longer an imperalist nation, which 
you insisted upon in a brief conversation at thefScreen Writers Guild 
and ‘on the way there just before you gave a report to the Peoples Ed. 
Center in spring 19). Also, I disagreed with the formulation that 

Ghee facism is smashed both abroad and at home, the class struggle no 
longer exists and further the definition of fascism as anti~capitalist, . 


er their meeting on June 6, 195, previously referred to, 
This letter outlines the differences which have existed between Subject BRANS TAN 
and JOHN iluvARD LAWSON during the past year and is being quoted as follows: 
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"which was insisted upon by several people and which I asked you: 


character of the Am. 


, the party of che working class. 
; 'undisciplined' and ‘irresponsible! and in thinking over your strictures 


A INE} 
te 
about. At that time you scoffed at such a definition but did not 

completely repudiate it. 


"As a result, we have seen each other seldom during my stay 
in Hollywood, and it was well known that we did not agree or see 
eye to eye politically during this period. I do not claim to have 
been wholly correct - I wasn't. But then I do not think you were 
wholly corréct either and therefore it seems to me it would have 
been better if we had discussed our differences together and not 
been isolated from each other. I realize how very busy you are, 


- but I did try to have lunch with you several times and these 


differences were to be discussed but one thing or another intervened 
and we never did have this discussion. 


"Today you objected strongly to a speech I made at the People's 
iducational Center on June 1. But you did not hear the speech a: and 
your-ornly* “eritiexgn was the fact that in pointing out the necessity 
of immediate action at this time I also pointed out, but did not dwell 
upon or discuss at any length, the fact that a vanguard political 
party of the working class does not exist at this moment. I further 
pointed out in this speech that foreign delegates and correspondents 
to the UNCIO at San Francisco were astounded by the a-political 
,orking class. And finally, I did say that 


* ‘this is a time to take alarm if peace is to be saved and the promises 


pe Teheran and Yalta of the need for i Big Three unity are to be rewon. 
i "However, within the structure of my speech, I specifically and 
repeatedly asserted that the possibilities of rewinning Yalta were 
present and we should’ set about doing the task. I did not in any 

way discuss DUCLO$' article except to use the one statement relative to 
However, you have branded this as 


I cannot agree. I do agree that at this time we should not discuss 
the entire party position in public. But the statement of fact that a 
vanguard working class party does not exist is only a statement of 
fact and not a provication as you seem to think it, and it was made, 
rightly or wrongly, in order to stir people into progressive action 
‘now and at once, and not allow themselves to wait for other_ to do the 
‘job. 


"what I do resent very much about your remarks is the threat 
which I take as a threat and as a serious intent to carry this out - 
that there will be no place for RUTH and me in any new Communist 
organization or in the present Communist organization as constituted 
if I continue to state facts. I do not think this is a proper approach. 
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"Nor do I agree with you that it is incorrect to venture a hope CONKOE N qi f 


that a new Communist Party, stronger than ever will arise out of 

the present situation, and that this party will have strong, 
dependable, and respected leadership. I do not think we have 

erred in a fundamental lack of democracy in some of our positions 

and in our organizational work and to mention this among Communists - 
and everyone in this discussion today were Communists and members 

of the CPA--is not incorrect. Moreover, I cannot agree that we 
should wait and see what decision is handed dowm to us. This is 

the time for discussion and it should be free and open,, among 
ourselves. I think that the attempt to salvage the wrong position 
is dangerous. I do not think it can be.said that DUCLOS spoke for 
himself or as an individual and therefore what he Baid Should not be 
repeated, even to statements of facts. This is to my mind silly, 
particularly as the DUCLOS article has been widely published. More- 
over,’ since EARL BROWDER dissented and since he used the Daily Worker 
to publish a self-justification of his position in the last 'The_ 
yorker', dated June 3 ~ I think the discussion has been shoved into 
the open by BROWDER himself. I think B. B. is wrong and’I think 

he should be disagreed with by those who think he is wrong, parti- 
cularly as he stated his incorrect position in print and on the radio. 
It is our obligation, those of us who want to regain a correct 
position, to take issue with statements and positions which seem 

to avoid the main issue, misrepresent the main issue and endanger 


our movement. . 
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"Tet me add that thot we have for quite some time not agreed 
in our political outlook and thot I also have criticisms of ‘some of 
your positions as I know you have of-mine, nevertheless I would like 

_ to add my personal admiration of your hard-working, able, and 

consistent leadership in Hollywood. Organizationally you have been 
a figure of strength and courage and integrity, all of which I admire 
deeply. However, I think it incorrect to threaten me with future 
expulsion at this time on controversial issues; tHis is factional, 
rather than my response to published and broadcast material. How- 
ever I am also convinced that this was merely a loose way of talking 
to impress me with your seriousness, of which I was already impressed. 
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"Adding my personal regards, and the hope that not long from now - 
we shall all be members of a functioning, militant, Marxist-Leninist 
vanguard party devoted to the interests of our nation, the peace of the 
world, and the liberation of mankind. 


= 


Yours sincerely. 


Pea oe 
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"Also in our discussion I remarked that I was well aware 
of the danger of taking issue with E. B. However, I explained 
to you immediately that I made this statement not as a personal 
attack on &. B. or with the implication that such an attack 
was dangerous to me personally, but rather that to take issue 


vw Pv 
ice oe oe 


s a meant taking sides and to be wrong carried its own responsibilities. 
re i! I think you understood my intention - that I was attempting to 
oa state with all seriousness that now the question of correctness or 
= % incorrectness is of primary importance and taking issue with E. B. 
sf is a serious business since it presumes to reject his position in 
© | favor of another position. But I did not have any slur on i, B.'s 
ae actions towards me personally in mind. I must add that E. B. has 
is : allready acted toward me and Ruth in a friendly manner, sympathetically 
os and helpfully. Taking issue with him is not a matter of personality 


aa 


or personal anomosities; it is a matter of trying to get at the 
proper position, so important for all of us." 


semimectcnme, 2, 


: \ 
(On June 9; 1945, Informant nplsirted that an individual whose 
name he believed was TEDYFOURIDAHL (phonetic) visited the Subject and discussed 

with him the question of GPA policy. JOURIDAHL identified: himself in the 
presence of the Informant ‘to*the’ extent that he stated he lived at Uuth and 
Riverside’ Drive in New York City and would see the Subject and his wife in 
Comnecticut. He also stated that he had led a five-year fight to induce 
the Daily Worker to sell for five cents and go in tabloid form, JOURIDAHL 
stated that the éntire question raised by DUCLOS broke the day he left Chicago 
so that he had not had an opportunity to discuss the question very much but he 
understood that EARL BROWDER was in dissent. BRANSTEN then stated, "Yes ~- now 
we inherit-=maybe." BRANSTEN stated that BILE€GROPPER was elated with the 
situation ‘and is on our side.'' BRANSTEN pointed out to JOURIDAHL that some 
people in the organization in Hollywood had told him that if there is to be a 

. new organization he wouldn't be in it, and then stated, "Let them have their fun 
now - it will be a fight but it is desirable to choose your time and weapons." 
BRANSTEN suggested casually to JOURIDAHL that should he encounter JOHN. 
HOwAHD LAWSON while in Hollywood it would please him, BRANSTEN, if JOURIDAHL 
would knock LAWSON down and step on his teeth. then JOURIDAHL asked who LAWSON 
was, BRANSTEN stated "he is the rabbi out here, you have to be careful because 
there are a lot of rabbinical guys out here who would like to have you corltinue 
to support EARL BROWER." This advice was given to JOURIDAHL because he planned 
to drop in at the New liasses meeting being held that evening at the home of 
FRANK TUTTLE. Quite seriously when referring to LAWSON, BRANSTEN stated, "Oh, 
boy! He's either going to win or else - I am out for hin." 
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| The only other topic discussed was the need for eliminating the 
bourgeoise element that had infiltrated the policy~forming individuals of the 


New liasses staff. gy (u) 


: , : , S 


LA 100-2135) u 

Meeting at Subject's Home t Dene 1h, 195: he,» Ty 
(informant T-])advised that Subject BRANSTEN and his wife planned « 

a small faréwell getetogéther at their home for the night of June 1h, whic : 

to be attended by WITHA and = UYXSOLOLION, Lt. DOROTHY GILLAM, and a few others. 


This Informant advised that while he would not be able to be present [Informant 
1-12 Jwould probably be there.fy¢ 
\C 


(Informant 1-12) urnished the following information regarding the 
party held at Subject's home the night of June 1h}. In addition to \.IGiA and 


.Association, and Lt. DOROTHY GILLAL, JOE FOSTER, Film Editor for Wew_jiasses" 
fiagazine, was also“present, as was an Gdividual and his wife, believed to be 
lr. and its. waueR omni 541 South Rossmore. Informant states that this 
gathering lwas in effect nothing more than a political discussion and that the 
first part of the evening was devoted to drawing up a tentative constitution for 


the New Communist Party the individuals present thought would emerge from the 


present discussions going on and the contemplated action of the National Committee 


During the discussion VILLIAH Z. FOSTER was praised for the stand 
he had taken and the Subject and the others jJustiried FOSTERmt having spoken 


ERS megane woe cage 


Sk DARCY was correct in His position but even assuming DARCY had been 


HeKGNNEY stated that BROWDER lied when he made this remark. 

RICHARD BRANSTEN took occasion to reminisce to some extent and in 
praising the previous Communist Party organization prior to dissolution, boast- 
fully commented that back in 1935 and 1937 "We (the Communist Party) were 
really the ones who organized the CIO, who led the whole struggle for higher 
wages, who fought for and organized the WPA." 


Lt. DOROTHY GILLAM, who by way of identification, is in the United 


States Coast Guard Reserves, presently assigned to Paramount Studios for work 
on a picture and who resides at the Highland Hotel, stated that an individual 
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did not adopt a democratic approach, in other words, the membersh 
was not afforded a democratic opportunity to consider the proposed dissolution 

of the party. She recalled that some time before, at a meeting where the of 

girls present looked upon her as a leader, she questioned a phase of the ~" 
Communist Party policy in regard to England and thexSecond Front and the girls 

in the meeting looked at her with amazement and challenged her by stating, ©. 

"How dare you question this proposal. It is the policy that has been handed 

dowm to us and you should accept it." RUTH McKENNEY rather dramatically 
interrupted the discussion at this point to exclaim, “Just to think that the 

very people who promised to die for this movement voted it out of existencesy 

I am ashamedt" RUTH LickENNEY then related some of her experiences in steel ™ Z 
tows in the East whére She had helped in organizational work of the CIO and 

stated she agreed there were some few localities where you simply could not 

afford to openly express the entire program of the Communist Party but for 

the most part she felt you could be almost entirely honest with the working 

class and they would accept the policy for what it was. 

; 

f Lt. DOROTHY, GILLAL said that in clubs where the membership was, 
‘not entirely“ composed of viorking class people, a person would have been thrown 


ey y : out for conduct of that type--apparently referring to the unrestrained : 


tactics endorsed by RUTH HcKENNEY. RUTH LicKENNEY replied "We don't have the 


guts to call ourselves Communists." 


BRANSTEN then mentioned the fact that JOHN HOWARD LAWSON had 


| threatened to have him expelled and cited this as an Lilustration of the un- 


democratic leadership existing within the party, stating that an individual * 
should be expelléd only if proven entirely wrong by a voluntary decision of % 
the majority. Even then his conduct would have to be of a type that would 
hurt the cause itself rather than merely being a difference of opinion on 
some particular issue. 

RUTH iicKENNEY advanced the argument that the party was let down 
through which she termed "tailism" (phonetic) and that the people didn't 
understand the import of the decision to dissolve the party. She endeavored’ to 
jllustrate this point by relating an incident regarding a good friend of herg’ . 
who was a British Communist who was in the United States during 191, when =" , 
Britain was standing alone against Germany. He had to stand idly by and follow 
the policies of the American Communist Party while bombs fell in iingland. 


The discussion then turned to the question of just when world War 
II actually started and RUTH McKENNEY stated that in 1939 "We were right in 
saying it was a phony war, Britain was fighting Russia in Finland and there 
were bigger French armies in Syria ready,to attack Russia than were maintained 
in France itself." She stated "The war changed when CHURCHILL made his speech 
at the time the Lowlands fell"! and made reference to the passage in which 
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..€ CHURCHILL stated that the people of Britain would fight in the air, in/the 

YO fields, in the streets, etc. DOROTHE- GILLAN. commented "Our Communist Party 

i recognized it as a people's war the day Russia was invaded. BRANSTEN then - 

‘J ' commented that this was the same error as committed by the British Communist 
' Party and the fault was not attributable to the British party alone but was: 


gt 

bs the fault of all of us. y 
= RIES 
RICHARD BRANSTEN stated that the ChinesejCommunist Party-wa s the 


a : farthest advanced of any in the world because it had reached 1 more of the 
~~ ““ masses. He stated that the4@ommunist Party in Yugoslavia had also proved 

* 4 dtself but that it was much tougher for a man like JOHN HOWARD LAUSON--a two 
“thousand dollar a week writer-~to be a "right guy" - apparently drawing a 
contrast between the economic status of Communists in China and Yugoslavia 
| with those in Hollywood. JOE FOSTER stated that based upon the amount of time 
, he had been in the party he was ofthe opinion you could take Hollywood and 
5 drop it in the ocean and it would make little difference. BRANSTEN, however, 
’“° Gisagreed with this statement on the ground that it wasn't a true Communist 
approach, inferring that the true Communist would endeavor to spread his 
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( 4 philosophy to alI classes ~ even Hollywood. qu 

on According to(Informant T-12,( lL of the individuals present at the 

ot BRANSTEN home during the discussion madé statements which would constitute an 
“a 4 admission of membership in the Communist Political Association, as well as its 
te | predecessor, the Communist Party of the USA. 
ac 

| , 
A ‘3 MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITY, ASSOCIATES AND CONTACTS 

5 ea a . (a) ta ‘ 

* ° Information furnished by{Informant T-8! has established that in 


ee 8 1937 RICHARD BRANSTEN was a duly assigned newspaper correspondent permitted to 
, © travel in Spain, «apparently to report the Spanish Civil liar for "New lasses" 
: , 


= a Magazine. 
“ ‘ a) = ] 
soy RICHARDYGLADSTEIN, Attorney for HARRYBRIQGES, in October, 1913, ‘ 
ce ay old({informant T-8) that Subject BRANSTEIN, according to HARRY BRIDGES, 
a, *% planned to seek an interview with Attorney General BIDDLE and thereafter to do 
3 3 an article on him. GLADSTEIN stated that Subject had sought his advice 
N as to what questions he should take up with BIDDLE and that after conferring 
SS) with HARRY BRIDGES he had decided that BRANSTEN should raise questions relating 
x to EZRAYCHASE and the German-American Bund; the question of why BIDDL& showed 
* solicitude for Fascists in the question of bail, particularly in regard to the 
{NOBLE and@JONES sedition cases in Los Angeles, contrasting BIDDLE's attitude 
in that dase with the requirement of a {33,000 bail on HARRY BRIDGES. He also 
suggested to the Subject that he take up the question of BIDDIS's confessed 
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"error in judgment'"t in starting the STANLEWAIOWACK prosecution, which he. = 
later dropped and lastly, his interpretation’ of the Smith-Connally Act and a 
his remarks to the effect that negroes should not come to large cities unti 

those cities were ready for them. 


[iat rmant 2afnate eee an original letter dated April 15, 
19h2, which RALE LIHGERSOLL of PM wrote to the Subject protesting an article 
which Subject had‘written in "New.iiasses" which labelled irs, liclZAN of 
Friendship House as. being an appeaser. ING#RSOLL recommended to the Subject 
that he could do the cause he is supporting more good by shutting up than by 
talking. This letter is being forwarded to the New Haven Field Division. 


The same Informant made available an original letter from ADAM 
LAPIN of the Daily.Worker, which apparently was addressed to the Subject shortly 


. *Sfter he and his wife left New York City to come to Hollywood in the Spring of 


19h. In the letter LAPIN states "Both EVA and I felt very upset that the 
vague and ridiculous sense of unsureness which some of our guys in New York 
have about you and RUTH still seemed to persist at the time of your leaving. 


- We feel that you can be enormously useful to the party and that this fact just 


hasn't been appreciated as yet. I know there are few people for whose judgments 
of situations I have more respect. I hope you will forgive my saying that I 


. don't think you fully realized yourself in the Washington job. Don't misunder- 


stahd. Any job of this kind depends upon interaction between a writer and 

his editors and certainly your editors didn't give you much help. With all 

due respect for what you have done so far, both HVA and I feel that you can do 

a lot more and a lot better and we know you will." He also states, "I can think 
of little gossip for you. WARK is still having lots of troubles in New York 
and also threatens to have LANGER bring up the anti-poll bill, the stalling on 
it has been shameful." 


An original undated letter of the Subjech to his wife indicates 


he had spent some time with the Daily Worker boys and BLACKIE, also SLIZABETH 


aoa 


and HARRY BRIDGES. 
Oe) epee + 
: On ilay 10, 1945, Informant T-7 reported that JOHN HOWARD LAWSON. 
had advised him that an individual by the name of HOURALXSTAHN, who was attend~ 
ing the San Francisco Conference with the Yugoslav delegation but who is origin- 
ally from New York, was referred to him by RICHARD BRANSTEN and had requested 
him to make arrangements for It. Col; VLADIMIRXDEDISR of the Yugoslav Army to 
meet UptonfSinclair. LAWSON stated the purpose of the meeting was to get 
SINCIAIR to ‘do something which. THEODOR biteTSik was no longer in a position to ; 
do. However, the Informant aa did not enlarge further on this natter (A) 
to : oS yy 
(Informant 1-2 ireported that Subject and his wife. planned a house 
varty for iiay 26, 1945, to which the following individuals were invited of (4) 
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ROBERT and, FRANCES VeRTEST We 
rt. Ol DOROTENE uaa ( 


prowanyious 
GEOR EYCALOURI motion picture actor 
DAN and LILITH JAMES ~ writer 
WALTER and LB Tai BL ROTHRIAN - 
don anil et N\ ; 


The purpose of this party was for these individuals to meet BILL 
GHOPPER » GRACE GRANNICH.and CLAUD COCKBURN. Regarding these people it should 
be noted that“ATBarT WALTZ, CHANIUS KATZ, GEORGE CALOURIS and DAN and LILITH 
JAWES are known to the Los Angeles Office as members of the Communist Political 


Association. U c 
Puy CA) é 
(Informant T-LJadvised that Subject and his wife and GRACE GRANNICH: 
were to be the dinner guests of ALVAH.BESSIE at his residence, 5123 Laurel 
Grove Avenue on June 6, 1945. ALVAN”BESSIN' and nis wife were invited to come 
to the BRANSTEN home on the evening of June 2 to discuss politics. 


rae AO 


CARROLIPSTALCOP, employed by the Los Angeles Times, was the dinner’ 
guest of the Subject on Way 30; it being noted this individual and his wife : 
were called upon by Subject to secure reservations on the Santa Ie Chief for 
GRACE GRANNICH when she departed from Los Angeles on Way 31. 


. According to this Informant, the Subject and his wife, together / 
with ALBERT MALTZ were to be guests at the home of ROBERT and FRANCES TRIEST, 
245 South Norton on June 2. 


he WILMA and LOU SOLOMON were guests at the BRANSTEN home on June h, 
19 ~ iiieililaaaiahieaaiaeieninieaa 

On the evening of June 3, 1945, Subject and his wife, together with 
WILMA and LOU SOLOMON attended a reception at the home of CHARIES KATZ in honor 
of f Soviet*asiegates” aK) the San Francisco Conference who were in Los Angeles. 


(informants T-1 and T~ nayet urnished information indicating that 
the following individuals were in ‘contact with ‘the Subject in Los Angeles; 


LITLTAISxADRON, known to the Los ; Angeles Office as a member 

of the Communist Political Association. 
N\ 

NORWANAJACOBS, who, on liay 30, advised the Subject he intended to 

start writing for the Peoplets Daily. World and wanted advice from hin. 
aaa, ee 

BERNARDXGORDON, chown to the Los Angeles Office as a member of the 
CPA. 
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apna StRROWS, Radio Script Uriter and member of the CPA, w 
had dinner with the Subject on June 11, 195. 


u) irs. FLORENCE)HOWALKA, 10788 3ellagro Road, Los Angeles, who, 
according tol Informant T~1,) wanted RUTH LIckKENNEY to deliver some messages for 
her in New York City. However, the Informant Was“able to determine that RUTH 
HcKENNEY did not keep her appointment with this individual. 


HYAERAPT, known CPA member and motion picture writer. 


NORAYUBLLGRAN, OPA menber. (Np (a) 


According to[Informant T-1, LOUIS} CALA, who gives his address as 
Edgewood School, Greenwich, Connecticut, appeared to be a close friend of the 
Subject and to share Subject's opinions in regard to the position of the CPA, 
particularly in that he agreed with the Subject the Communist Party should not 
have been dissolved. A letter from this individual to the Subject, dated 
December 26, 19, is being forwarded to the New Haven Field Division. 


Wa) ) 
(informant T-8 NL ailable names and addresses of individuals 
and organizations retained by the Subject in address books, which, however, 
are not being set out but are enclosed for what assistance they may be for the 
New Haven Office. 


Business Contacts: 
Special Agent H. FRANK ANGELL through investigation at 20th-Century 


Fox Studios determined that in March, 195, the Studio purchased two stories 
from Subject and his wife for a total of (25,000. The stories purchased were 


(aie: from published material entitle@hiy Sister Eileen", which RUTH NckKENMEY. : 


&) According to 


€ 


had previously written, and¥!Deal With a High School Girl and her Romatices**, ,° 
Giscaere T+13{ bhere was nothing political or of possible propagégnda 
contained in these stories. It should be noted that when introduced at 20th=- 
Century Fox Studios, RICHARD BRANSTEN was described as being connected with*the 
UJIB Coffee family. Fl. 


-According to information furnished by(Informant T-23 GiUORGESY: 
known to the Los Angeles Office as a member of the CPA and who is affili 
the firm of NAEXGOLDSTONE, INC., Business Agents, has been representing Subject 
and his wife in ‘negotiating contracts andyselling stories to the motion picture 
industry. According tof Informant niet NER closed a deal for the Subject and 
his wife with Paramount Studios just prior to their departure from Los Angeles 
and subsequently Special Agent ANG&LL, through investigation at Paramount Studios, 
determined that Subject BRANSTEN and his wife, RUTH HcKENNEY, had entered into a 
contract with the Studios whereby they were paid 1, 750 for an option on their 
combined services for a period of one year, with the provision that the Studio 
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would be entitled to purchase the first story Subject and his wife write at a | 
price of 115,750. For any subsequent stories they write during the first year 
PARALOUNT must pay :.17,500, if they desire the same. At the end of the year 
PARAMOUNT may pick up the option or not as it pleases, however, if they do re- 
new the option they are to pay Subject and his wife $2,000 and for any stories 
they purchase from the Subject or his wife during the second year, they: must pay 
218,000 for the first and $20,000 for each subsequent story. 


(a 
According tof{Informants T-1 and raf ubject and his wife in May, 
decided to return to Westport, Connecticut and Téft for that city on June 15, 
1945, travelling by automobile. These informants made available the detailed 
itinerary of the Subject and his wife, which called for them to spend a few days 
in San Francisco, a few at Lake Tahoe and then to stop at auto courts across the 
country, the last reservation they made being for the Penn-Harris Hotel in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania for the night of June 30, it being their intention to 
reach Westport, Connecticut, on July 2, 1945. 


@ 
(Informant 1-8fnaiie available one photograph of the Subject and 
also a photograph of the Subject and his wife together, and one copy of each is 
being enclosed for the assistance of the New Haven Office. 


. It should also be noted that the 1939 Plymouth tudor sedan which 
Subject and his wife drive, bears 1945 California license 17 N 273. 


ENCLOSURES: TO Ti NEW HAVEN FIELD DIVISION: 

Brochure "Spotlight on Tomorrow! sponsored by "New Masses". 
Copy of Letter to "Mr. MANCHESTER BODY" dated June 10, 19)5. 
Roughdraft of Speech before BWDC and PEC - June 10, 195. 
Two looseleaf notebooks containing photographs relating to 
Subject's biography of HERBERT HOOVER. Photos dated May h, 
1945 at Los Angeles, | j 

Bight—page article starting "Just after Pearl Harbor" 
addressed to ADAM LAPIN, Daily Worker, New York, signed 
"BRUCE MINTON". 

Photos of 19) CP USA, 19h) CPA MembershipsBooks and Cards 
for "Ruth," "Bruce!l, "Bruce Minton" and "Ruth McKenney" and 


photo of invitation to meeting dated June 1, 195. 


Original invitation to meeting of 59 A. D. CPA Club, dated 
June 8, 195 addressed "Dear Member". 


. 
>, ‘ 
, 
~ 
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Two-page letter to "Dear Abe" dated June 2, ee a co 
starting "I have just read", ‘ ‘Le ny 


Letter dated June 1, 195 to RICHARD BRANSTEN from 
"'TSIDOR" starting "Since you are coming back Hast". 


’ Original 3x5 typewritten card regarding purpose of Hoover 
biography starting "Another peeentneneor from SY BAKST 
to BRANSTEN. 


Twenty-three photographs of address books of BRANSTEN 
starting "R. I. ALPHER" ending "JACK ZUCKER". 


Ten pages of original addresses kept by BRANSTEN starting 
"ROBESON, 555 Edgemont" ending "PAUL and NORMA". 


Original letter dated May 31 to "Richardt from "Janice" 
starting "Your second letter". 


Pamphlet "Five Million Dollars worth of Bias". 
Seven-page typed original of "Estimation of Stillwell's Policy". 


Photo of letter to RICHARD BRANSTEN from RICHARD GLADSTEIN, 
October 6, 1943, starting "Harry Bridges has advised me". 


Letter to "MINTON" from RALPH INGERSOLL of PM, April 15; 19le2, 
starting "That's a nice letter", 


Letter to "Dear Richard", "Thursday't, no date, signed "Adam 
starting "I have been meaning". 


Photo of six-page letter to "Dear Richard and Ruth" dated 
12/26/h from "Louis Scala" starting "Many thanks for the remembrance." 


One photo of RICHARD BRANSTEN, also known as BRUCE MINTON. 


One = of BRANSTEN, his wife RUTH McKENNEY and infant daughter, 


be 
b7c 
ENCLOSURES: TO THE BUREAU: 


Photo of RICHARD BRANSTEN, also known as BRUCE MINTON. 


Photo of BRANSTEN with wife, RUTH McKENNEY and daughter,| ___—| 


Bight photos of Identification cards of BRANSTEN, including 19h) 
CP-USA membership book and 19; CPA Membership card of BRANSTEN 
and RUTH McKENNEY. 
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UNDEVELOPED 1ZADS CONFI NTIAL 


| 
Ls mame 
THS SAW FRANCISCO FILLD DIVISION 
LS stent 
“At San Francisco, California, will furnish the Los Angeles 
Office with any information obtained from informants regarding the activities 
of Subject RICHARD BRANSTEN, also known as BRUCE iINTON, and his wife, RUTH 
MeKuNNEY y who are covering the United Nations Conference on behalf of une 
fagses"! st magazine. while in San Francisco they are: ‘living with Subjectts” mother, 


iS S“CHARLESKBRANSTEN, 2275 Broadway. 


' 


e 


MWill also check credit records and Dun,and Bradstreet records 
San Francisco for information regarding the iM. RANDENSTEIN family and 
ifJB Coffee Company for background information as to the members of Subject's 
- family and” the” ié Source of their income, particularly whether Subject holds any 
stock in this company. ; 


“If background information regarding the family is not secured 
from this source, it is requested that information be obtained from lirs. 
“ED ARD B. STAMJOOD, at the Sarah Dix xamlin School for Girls, 2120 Broadway, 
San francisco. 


XWVLLL re-check birth records at San Francisco under the name 
RICHARD BRAUDSWSTEIN, under which name Subject is believed to haye been born 
on February 2h, 1906. : 


THs Mow HAVLUN FISLD DIVISION 


At Westport, Connecticut, till follow the activities of Subject 
RICHARD BRANSTEN, with particular emphasis on the part he may play in the 
coming National Convention of the CPA and also determine the progress Subject 
makes in the biography he is preparing of former President HiRBERT HOOVER. 
nents tren 


A copy of this report is designated for the Washington Field 
Office for its information in connection with investigation of the work SY BAKST 
is doing for Subject on the biography of HERBERT HOOVER. SY BAKST is a Subject i 
‘of that Field Division. 


A copy of this report is designated for the New York Office for 
its information since it is anticipated Subject will be active in Communist 
Affairs in that city and also because it contains information regarding "New 
Masses" magazine, the head office of which is in New York. 
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T-8 ~ Strictly ‘confidential source known to Special 
Agents JAisiS RuSSULL, JOHN 2. VICARS and FRED 
G. DUPUIS, whose services were secured through 
the assistance of 


THO = 


Bank of America, Sunset 2 Clarke Branch 
Los Angeles 


T-LO ~ Strictly confidential source known to the writer. 


T-11 ~ CNDI LA kE-1 se ha 


T-12 ~ Special Agents WALTER N. KUNTZ, Jr. and FRED G. 
D S. who, through arrangements made by 
were able to overhear discussion 


taking place within the BRANSTEN home. 


T-13 - PRAoTsGALIODON ; 
In charge of writers and stories at 20¢h-Century 
Fox Studios, Los Angeles, 
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Synopsis : (Continued) 


reorganizing as "the vanguard party of the working class" 
as a light of the sacaues#oUCLES article. Subject wrote 
WILLIAM Z2\4FOSTER assuring FOSTER of his full support and - 
also wroté the Editors of "New Masses"' Magazine, urging 
that the magazine follow thé Tiné~Siggested in the DUCLOS 
article. He has had sharp differences during the past year | 
with JOHN HO-JARD FEAL SON , head of theX€ultural Groups of the , 
CPA in the#iotion Picture Industry, LAWSON having threatened 
to expel the Subject and Subject having stated he was "out 
for him't. These. differences were on the question of coopera- 
tion with American Capitalism and elimination of the class 
struggle. If no one else introduces a resolution to oust 
WARBEBROWDER at the coming convention of the CPA, Subject 
‘proposes to do so himself. He and friends have discussed 
the possibility of his securing a national office in the 
contemplated reorganization of the party. The majority of 

' Subject's associates in Los Angeles are knovm Communists 
‘and include Lt. DOROTHYFGILLAM, USCGR. Subject and family 
left Los. Angeles, June 15, intending to arrive at Westport, 
Connecticut, about July 2, where they. will reside at 8. 
.Canal Street. - : : 


REFERENCE s 


: ; Report of Special Agent FRED G. [UPUIS, Los Angeles, Hay 12, 19):5; 
Letters to the Bureau, dated May 31 and June 19, 1915; 

Letters to the Bureau, dated May 28, June 11, 12, 15, 1945, 
entitled "Communist Political Association, District 13, 

: Los Angeles, California, Internal Security - C3. 
Letter to the Bureau, dated June 1, 1945, entitled "Commintern 
Apparatus, Internal Security - R"5 
| 

! 


Report of Special Agent HUGH D. McCULLOUGH, Washington, 
De Coy June 1h, 19L5 ; : 
Letter from Bureau to New Haven, dated June 25, 195. 
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GP & . sic, Los Angeles ae at Ate > ees | . July 2, 1945 


ee, Edgar. Hoover - Director, Federal 5 Bureau of Investigation 
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yaeo © * RICHARD BRANSTEN, With aliases = 2. eS 
fo, °°) *  UNPERNAL SECURTTY = ¢ an ae. ie oS ae, ot : 
Vo Dos Angeles. File 1200-21354 7 = PU Kees 
- Reference is made to the a: of special Agent Fred Ge Dupuis, 
dated at Los Angeles ’ “California, duly 12, 1945. ee 
ens Tt is noted that reference’ is made to the investigubion. entitled | 
Se ok e sComtabenn. Apparatus, Internal sécurity ~ RY in the reference. of the above - 
re “report. as well as on page fifteen thereof. Se 2h on gee 
: ; : “It. is desired that you call to special Agent Dupuist ‘attention the 
. Burgaut g desire that the investigation of the Comintern. Apparatus -be nob | 
an: mentioned in Anwontigative. meports eee an pene: CASES ; 
‘ . ; = “ Be pera ae 
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HIRE» richard BRANSTEN, VAS, rent eee ~ C, BUREAU FILE 
, 100-80068, WASHINGTON FIELD Pie 100-7461. CNHINS3 ADVISED THIS 
. DATE THAT SUBJECT RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL FROM SYR AKST AT WASH~ 
YPINGTON, D.C. COVERING THE FOLLOWING CONVERSATION. BAKST STATED 
.y | HE WAS GOING TO NEW YORK CONVENTION ON THURSDAY, FRIDAY AND SAT 
ye URDAY, JULY 26 THROUGH JULY 28; THAT HE WOULD visiT SUBJECT IN 
\ii | CONNECTICUT: ON JULY 29 AND POSSIBLY JULY 30, WHEN HE WOULD GET. 
7 DOWN TO SERIOUS BUSINESS ON SUBJECT’S BOOK. BAKST STATED HE HAS 
x NOT BEEN ABLE TO GET ANYTHING ON HERBERT HOOVER’S WORK IN UsSe, Wi 


DIRECTOR AND SAC WASHINGTON FIELD URGE) TT. 44 


ae BUT DID OBTAIN HOOVER’S SPEECH OVER RADIO. SUBJECT ADVISED BAKST 

ve HE HAS COMPLETED THIRD CHAPTER OF BOOK ON STANFORD; THAT HE 
PROBABLY WILL NOT GO TO CORVENTION IN NEW YORK CITY BECAUSE HE 

IN QUOTE VERY BAD ODOR UNQUOTE. SUBJECT INSTRUCTED BAKST TO a4 

CAREFUL NOTE ON CONVENTION, AS SUBJECT WANTS TO KNOW ped ite 


THAT GOES ON. 2 gee 
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f ‘the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
ied thes; ureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
er to Provest, the Bureau's coding systems. 


é 
’ 


de be badd 


ome 


SUBJECT: “arian nausea; ith. vallases® 
. Euan SEQURETY - = Ge. ae 


; ee eo wilt; vecall: ‘hat ‘Rithara SSraneven ig | wnttane & Secon © 
cof ‘former President’ ‘Herbert: sHoover | and. ‘that’ _the.. Los Angeles Office has. 
furnished “Sonsiderable -intformation- concerning - his: progréss thereon. . ore 
- Bransten’ and. his wife dre. now’ ‘believed- ‘to be en route to Westport; ~ ee 
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oe “.sprogedure s. “The. Agents’ involved xrisked. Séveré. censure,.in case. their’ “activities 
. «+. “became. knowns. ig ‘They: névertheless; proceeded with’ an - active investigation: 
"and: 'sneceeded. in: “obtaining ‘photographs. of .the’ portion. of the, biography’ woich -” 
‘has’ ‘bean’ compléted as Well’ as: “phot Jographs. of. ‘voluminous correspondence ‘between | 
-Bransten. ahd, Seymou 7 iks%, with. ‘feference: “AO the: biography.: - Bakst is: assisting: 
‘Branstén. by: performing ‘research’ work:;. Céopies-:of- the photographs. obfained ’. 
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Ne was “tte. LapDts. Peliee: ‘that: he. Jatetinen a, abi he ‘bhis. ‘Snvestigation. mas hand sd oY, 


fran * gece delioave. iahure. ‘and: great. ; 
rey ee tele mivht. have been caus ad. the ‘Bureaw- by -any-: error. OF judgment” or beocedine, Rs 
> "THe Agents involved risked. Severe ‘censure. incase ‘their achivities -betame imown. er a 
ie ‘ney, nevertheless ,- ‘procesded, With ‘an active: dAnvestigation- and. snecesded: “in ‘obtainin ing:,: 
“ iS hotographis of “the- portion ‘of. the" biography: ‘whioli" Has; ‘been™ completed, : 
photographs. of. ‘voluminous. ‘gorrespondence:. between: "BRANSTEN. and; SEYMOUR) AKST, he. 
Yeference’ tothe : biography, * * Te was. “noted ' that’ “BAKST” as: assisting; “BRANSTEN: ty: pers: 
< ‘Sformhig research, “work. Copies: ‘ofthe photographs: obtai i6d. by’ tite: 

Ae < Nwers- ‘transmitted: tothe: Bureau in: a. “ie oa ce One binder’ t , 
: sAoharacter;: arid: Seay neatly: Pieserited. - : , 


ce “tipo in Hicahad- hat: he’ has’ alseday ‘ttansid vied ‘arpers nal 
a eee to", oe ain eae bes saxpreseiieapirsotation. for the 
witch “ved ti Any : 


‘ahd \conti- 
‘manher. in: 


a. 
' DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DEB s FROM: 
‘FEI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATIO TE 


DATE 01-25-2010 


] 


510 Trost Company Building 
New Haven, 10, Connecticut. 
; August Eh 1945 
SDB. ; a 


PERSOWAL AND CON 


2100-1128 
cc L014 
Director, FBI . 

= so Rez RICHARD PRAUSTEN vas 

= - INTERVAL SECGURTEY - ¢ 
RUTH Heo ue iain was - 

ae INTs /SSCURLEY ~ c 

Bear Sirs 


“The following infomation hag een obtained from - 
Confidential Infomant CNRT-~5g Seeing the period duly 15 = ~ August 9, 


1945: 


> duly 13, 1945 ~ Mrs. ERAUSTEN indicated that HANNRY and - 


GRACE (probably Maz and, GRACE CRANICH) fran New York were to yieit ab 


| ‘their residence the following Sunday night, RICHARD BRANSTE indicated 
. that he would attend a Professional CPA neeting at Norwalk, Connecticut 
the night of this date. He also indicated in a lengthy conversation with 
| Mrs. RAE SACHS thab he was of the opinion that the CPA needed new blood, 
and reconmendéd that Communist trade unionists who have been active within 
on aa two years be made members of the. Hational Conniitee. 


duly 14, 1945 - The infomant advised that OSORGS and 
HELEN SELDES of Norwalk, Connecticut, and CLARA and LODIS SCALA.of 


Greenwich, Connecticut, all of whom ave key Gomaunists in the New Hayen 
area, would be present at a barbecue held at the Bransten residence aes 


evening, to which 20 guests had been invited. 


duly 16, 1945 — Ric HARD ERANSTEN communicated vith the 


Bank of America, Eeverly Wills, California, conceming the payment for 


the sale of his Brentroud residence. 


: - Jully.18, 1945 ~ CLARA SCALA advised that the Branstens 
and HELEH SELIES ware to iam the Scala residence jin Greenwich, Conse 


-REUORDED. /00- §00' 6b- f. a 
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‘Director, FBT Re August Ek, 19S 


age 


> 


Sas 20, 1945 ~ RICHARD BRAUSTER made an’ ren with 
“Dre BARNETT FINE of Stamford, Gonnecticut,; a known Comiumist, for medical - 
attention. On this date also Eransten. was in tench, with Ur. JATES : 

. GERSTLEY at the Savoy Plaza Hotel, New York City, requesting GZHSTIEY 

to visit at the Eransten residence. It is pointed out that. GERSTLEY ; 
is believed to be a resident of i California with ‘whom: n Fransten assoplajed 
while residing there. 2 


Iuly ey 1945 - - CRRSTLEY, ‘ "an conversatéon with Beatin, 
"discussed ths whereabouts of BLIAAETS GURLSY PLYNY and BOTHER ELVER. 


_RUPH PRANSEEH indicated to HELBH SELDES thab RICHARD 
‘pRANSTEN. should’ atiend the. Connecticut State Convention of the CPA, ‘where 
~ he has bc invited to be an observers”. ew : 


= guy 22, 2045 = RUT DRAVSTON advised GZORGE SELDSS that 
games GRESTLEY, wes visiting ot their residence and poyi ted George and 
~ HELEN arunae to ee residence +." 1. es a 


ergs 


- duly 28, 1945 — RIGHAHD BRANSTEN contacted a unkmom! oe ee 


_ wonan; firat: name’ ASTER, velieved to b2 a Sderetery in the Office of 


the "Nets Hagses" maganine, New York City, stating that JOSEPH NORTH, 

publisher; had recotmended hex to him as one who would know where the ~ 

GPA Convention would take place. He’ was advised that 14 was to ta held 

at LO West. 46th Street at 10:00 Alon July 26, 1945. BRAUSTEY stated | Ste ae 
that he was poing directly to bhe convention, and sould nob stop by the aoe A 
"New Masses" Offices that he wbld abtend the National CPA Convention ee are | 
sesSiona as long as they. lasted, presumably the 26th to the 28th. The i &, 
person whose name ig believed to be ESTHIR inquired concerning sone 9. s. | 
cnaterial which she had sont to Eranstén and he replied that she had «©. 60 
done a wonderful job and that the material ‘would, not be malttends ‘that ee 
he intends to write a. book: of 16 soe day. ats 


duly 26, 1945 » m fn unidenti fica” “"HODAN Sistas: GRACE . = 4 
‘eranzon, contacted RUTH BRAUSTE. he person was advised that RICHARD =< | | 
“BRANSTEN was attending the National Convention and would probably contact | 
fer. A lengthy, exelted convergation was held concerning the so-called: = _ | 
‘decisive. victory of labor in England. ‘Eoth persons indicated an intense bi 
“hatred of the so~called ward healer’ 2 “ELIZATETH GURLEX FLEEN. - eer oe es 


- An ‘unidentified woman, ESATHICE ; apparently: connected 
vith as “Yer Masses", contacted Ruth Bransten in an effort te obtain 


_ the services. of RUTH and RICHARD BRANSTOY for a talk ab a mass neeting 
‘at Camp Unity, New Yorke Numerous excuses were offered by RUTaWRAUSTEN - 
'. fox heing unable to attend’ the mags mebting, and the person wes advised — 
_- that RICHARD BRAUSTEN was attending the National CPA Convention, and : 
' -farthernore,- both RIGHARD and RUTH BRANSTEN do not agree with the. - 
.. Inagagine’s polisy which she bemed to be very weak. The other individual 
agreed, stating that the persons in charge of the magazine vealize that 
it has faults, bub_if others won't help they can't improve it. ROT °° 


+ 


|, Director, FEE mB gigas Ui, 194s 


\, BRANSTEN stated she would arrive in New York in a few days and would 


stop by and talk to-her. . | oT 
tnt RUTH BRANSON nas dnvited to abtend a meeting of the 


 Horwalc Ghapter of the Connectiout State Division of the Indopendmt =~ . . - 
« ,Gitizens Comittee of Arts, Sciences and Professions by Yrs. RAE SACHS, © > 
_ #ho is a menber of that: organization. POG Be ES SS Aine, Be eet . 


| RIGHADD SAANSTII adviged ths InPoerzant that both. ERORDER 


to speak that night. Branston indicated that he did not. know vhether 


and FOSTER had attended the convention on this date, and Erowder wag. 


"he would be able to get into the. convention the following day. ROUTH - 
-. BRANSTON. advised the informant that he hed attended the convention = |. 
"7" On-@ New Masses" préas card, and as an observér from Comecticut, Bath 


indicated that she was not pleasad with the Party's activities.in the 
United States, and claimed thers was a lack of proper leadership. She. 


.. Stated JOIN WILLIAMSON was the “hatchet—wan" for BRORDER. “RUTH ERAISTEN~ 
‘alse stated that if other states vere like -Comecticut, the Party would - 


not get any place; thatithey. cluized G00 members in Connesticut, but sha - 


’ doubted If there were actually 150 menbers. She stated that "le missed = _ 
- the boat in a spectacular sense in our failure to-explain the Sucidlist. - 7. 
State", and indicated that they would probably not have another ghance,< / -. ee 


and that instead they should have beon trying. to explain-the erime and = ~~ 


ae _ ‘Character of this war, and that the Party Hadn't done 48 good a job in 
_ this war as they did in Spain, ae ee 7 


'- July 27, 1045 ~ RICHARD BRANSTEY advised hie wife that. 


he would not attend any further bossions. of the Hatlonal. Convention after — ~ 


this-date. - ; : , a aes i . : ae 
, “duly: 285.1045 ~ 1x BRIDGE, key-Comimist in the Stamford 


area, invited RUTH BRANSTEN to attend an author's tea, August 27, in - 


Stanford, Connacticut, for a book collection for Russia aponsored by . 


_ Reselaa Yar Relief. °° 


Pas é 


“Birector, FBT, te August TL, 29as | 


duly (29, 1945 = - tn ‘this date’ the subjects RETE. in contact . 
par with cpoRGE and ELAN SELDES- and CLARA SCALA. + 


, August 8, 1945 ~ LP, ALEX NORTH (Phonetic). invited 
ROTH BRANSTEN to attend for one week, expenses paid, the rehearsal and 
preparations for a showing of RUTH. BRANSTRN! 2 play "iy Sister Eileen" - 
-gt the Wakeman General Hospital in Indigna. It. NORTH indicated that 
- he. had been in. the Amy for thrae years; that he was attached to the 
‘Public Services Division of the Var Department in New York City, and 
his work dealt with hospitel activities. Hrs. PRANSTEN advised him .. _ 
that she believed this sort of thing nowld cause trouble and conflicts 
might arise because of her political, views, stating that while she was 
* dn California, she had volunteered to teach a writing class for the 
“American Red Crogs and had been tumed dont pennuse yin. her. words r Ayo © 
Recs — ee ee 


- Lite NOTH advtond ese BRANSTEN he did ioe ate this. 
: was the game Kind of thing, ‘and that no difficulty would arisc. Lt. North . 
further stated that ho had. been. =e gone scores ene the, ORE merane 
- the sale ‘years 


% - On ‘this date giso ars. BRANGYEN was in aonteet: with Dr. ; 
BARBIE rin, previously ana ee for an ear for 
ypecacel attention. - Pare 


ee : 3 vs » BrogRAPHy OF. PORIER passa HERERRT HOOVER 


On Suly a, 1945 RICHARD BRANSTEN 9 in convarsation. with 

‘SEEOUR BAKST; advised that:-E he had completed the third chapter of his 
‘biography of ex-Président HEREERT HOOVER, the third chapter dealing with - 
_ Hoover's Life at Stanford University. At this time he indicated he a 

might not attend the National CPA Convention because he was in “very bad- 
- gdox*. ‘Upon being advised that HAXST was going to New York Gity for the * 
OPA Convention, the Subject RIGHARD BRANSTEN advised him to take careful 
notes on the convention: as he wanted to know i aa that ‘rent one 


; ae, f 7 i _ Very tray yours, 


Roger ®. Gleason, SAC 
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. INREPLY, PLEASE REFER TO 


FILE NO. 100-2 


‘Bederal Bureat of Jrnuestination . 
United States Department of Justice : 


Washington 25, B. a. 


Los Angeles 13, California 


Director, FBI’ * 


Dear Sir: 


a 


The captioned indiy 


card heretofore 


within another field division. 
portant information concer 
field division office covering su 
its copies of this letter. - 


¥ ® 


"RE: RICHARD BRANSTEN, with aliases 


t ‘ 


_, INTERNAL SECURITY. - 6 


Bureau file 100~-80068 


idual, the subject of a security index 


maintained at this office, has moved to an address 


A oa 


Copies of all serials containing im- 
rning the subject. are being forwarded to the . 
bject's new address, together with 


a 


: +. The Bureau is requested to corréect-the security index card 
"maintained at the Séat of Government, and the field division office, 


for which. copies hereof are designated below is requested to prepare "_ 


,. for inclusion in its security. index card file @ security index card” 
_ captioned as follows and bearing’ the ‘appropriate case file number: 


‘BRANSTEN , RICHARD 
with rian | 


. Richard! 


. Richard“sBr 


* Brucé*Mint 


48 Canal Street | (Res. & Bus.) San 
‘New Haven, Connecticut ae cee = ak 
of Sak os alee : Car 
- oR s oS Dh Soa 6g - 
ai F eee ~: Noa a a 
: 7 ‘ : ees 2>°. s 
| ; kee me Pee 


‘Tes/sam °° 
" 100~21354,.. ° 


CC: NB HAVEN " riéia Division”. 


“os : 7 ok 


ae 


ranston . 


: andstein | 
"Rich @Brandenstein | 


a 


on . 


ia 


* 


PK 


7 ros 
“ 


_ ’ Very Dap, 


R..B. HOOD 
SAC. 


°° NATIVE BORN | ne . COMMENTS? 
a ee 


aS 
nN 


: 3 4 ak 
We ii STANDARD FORM No. 64 oe ‘ ra @. 
Office Memorandum + owirep staTEs GOVERNMENT 


TO +: Director, FBI paTE: August 2, 195 
pt rox : SAC, Oy fngeles 988u2 
2 - SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was : 


INTERNAL SECURITY - 6 ; ' 
Bureau file 100-80068 ity 


In accordance with Bureau letter of July 27, 
1915, New Haven is being considered office of origin ; 
in this matter and the case referred upon completion by 2° Ae 
this office. ‘ - 


ee te er 


ee ne WE eee oe 


Copies of all pertinent serials are in the 
possession of the New Haven Office, and subject's name 
has been removed from the key figure list in this office. 


FGD:MDL 
} 100-2135), ; : 
: . a 
i o/c New Haven al Ae 
100-1709), | 


‘ — 
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FO mt eit teh eet atin haere ma 
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Federal Burean of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 


100-2128 510 Trust Company Building 7 
HEM/be New Haven, 10, Connecticut 
September. 14, 1945 y 
wa Ps « 
ps Director, FBI ‘ 
\ Re; RICHARD BRANSTEN, was. ; 


INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C6 
Bureau File No. 100~80068 


Dear Sir: 


aT 


The following data has been furnished to this office by the 
trash cover upon the residence of BRANSTEN at 48 Canal Street, Westport, 
Connecticut: 


17 pages, numbered 1 ~ 20, of original rough draft typing of 
Chapter 3 of BRANSTEMN's biography of former president HERBERT HOOVER. It 
will be noted that pages 7 - 10 inclusive are missing and that two copies 
of page 18 are included therewith. BRANSTEN's original handwritten 
corrections appear thereon. 


20 pages numbered 1 ~- 16 including duplicates of pages one, two 
and three of Chapter 5 of the original rough draft typewritten copy in- — 
cluding also thereon the original handwritten corrections and changes of 


Q PRANSTEN ot, ‘eat 


wets 
‘AST BE 
ae OSUERS 


Ae? 4&4 pages of bibliographical data, one copy on the letterhead of 
Yraramnount Pictures, Inc., Hollywood, California and three copies on 
the reverse side of the letterhead of the 'New Masses" Magazine. 


In accordance with previous Bureau instructions concerning the 
| Bureau's interest. in being advised concerning the progress made by BRANSTRN, 
| the above is forwarded herewith. 


Very truly yours, at} 
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Enclosures Srecial Agent in Charge Na! 
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Sederal Bureau of Investigation 


" By 
ud es 


2 United States Department of Justice 
( 100-1128 510 Trust Company Building 
HEM/be New Haven, 10, Connecticut 
} ec; Los Angeles September 18, 1945 


Director, FBI 
Re: RICHARI SRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 
Bureau File #100-80068 


Dear ‘Sir: 


Reference is made to the letter from the Los Angeles _ 
Field Division to the Bureau, a copy of which was designated for 
the New Haven Field Division, cencerning the captioned subject 
relative te the Security Index Card. 


nr : It will be noted the correct home address of this sub~ 
ject is 48 Ganel Street, Westport, Connecticut, this being a com 


rection from the address 48 Canal Street, New Haven, Connecticut 
inadvertently set forth in the Los Angeles correspondence of 
August 25, 1945, 


Accordingly the Bureau is requested to correct the 
Bureau's Security Index Card, this having been done to the New 
Haven Security Index card. 


Gleason wey 


Agent in Charge 
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Hederal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 
100~1128 510 Trust Company Building 
HEM/be New Haven, 10, Connecticut 

September 21, 1945 


hag a i } pec : CG 
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Director, FBI 


Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 
Bureau File No. 100-80068 


Deer Sir; 


The trash cover maintained on the residence of 
BRANSTEN at 48 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticu prom 
vided the enclosed envelope addressed from CLAUDEySOCKBURN, 
of 5 Hamilton House, Hall Road, London N.W. 8, England, 
addressed to Mr. and Mrs. BRANSTEN, 48 Canal Street, Bridge- 
port, Connecticut. 


Inasmuch as CLAUDE COCKBURN is reported to be the 
London, England editor of the British"Daily Worker" news- 
paper, a Communist publication, the envelope, bearing what 
appears to be the handwriting specimen of CLAUDE COCKBURN, 
is submitted for inclusion in the National Security Hand~ 
writing File. 


Ve yours, 


Roger ‘Leason ey, 


Special. gent in Charge 
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Enclosure to the Bureau 
New Haven File #100~1128 
Bureau File No. 100-80068 
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FEDERSL BUREAU Or IPVESTIGATION 
Origin of case: > EW EAVEIT,. COMECEIOCUR | NE File Wo. 100-1128 be % 


Repors ade At ’ Date Made Period 6/914 Report Hade By as 


Be: ue 
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5,14, 16, 


if 
BQ. HAROLD E. ifYSR 
f 


| Mew Maven, Conn. 9/21/45 
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: a aan 
Sreopsis. RICHARD BRATSTEN and RUTH lickBIT BY presently reside 
: 48 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut. That resi- 
dence purchased by the latter.for $26,500. Both con- 
tinue actively engaged in profession as writers. 
Subject known to have completed 5th Chapter, biography 
of HERRERT HOOVER. Recently received assistance fron 
. GEORGE SEIDES, publisher of Iii FACT" magazine, con- 
cerning one phase. SHY!OURBAKST, research assistant, 
continues to provide BRAISCTEN with data, Subject at— 
tended only one profess’onal group, CPA meeting at 
Norwalk, Conn.; one gession State CPA Convention 7/22/45 
as a guest; one s@ssion State CPA*Convention 8/i2/45 aad 
both Bridgeport, Conn.; also several sessions of the 
Hational CPA Convention, NYC, 7/26,27/45, on a "Nay 
9 _ ASSES" press card. Was disappointed and returned to ~ 
aN tlestport before conclusion thargof; is reported to have 
pee been elected to the State Board of the Connecticut OP. 
Ay ‘but disqualified as ineligible. Reported to have been 
Pa il assigned by AUDREW«ONDA, State Secretary; OP, to assist 
; in organization of the small "Workers Group", CP, Nor- 
; walk, Connecticut. Also subject and wife reported to 
| have given up politics and were urgéd by subject's mother 
, to give up the Party, as it was believed their work would 
j bencfit. Subject and wife critical of "DATLY *OREER! ' 
i policy and of the editors and policy of "TSW MASSES", 
| : Communist publication. Both are known to have composcd 
ey letters and articles critical of "DW" and the present 
| f ‘ Aesertion" role of "Mi", and have attempted to farce a - 
fi change in "Nit" editorial policy by resigning as con-.-” _ 
tributing editors. Have also prepared correspondence to 
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sureau. 25 1345 “ 
-New York (Info~Bncl.) ae 
-Los Angeles (Info~ncl.) 


- San Francisco’ (Info- Encl.) 


pA mama earn ae 


100-1123 


Bu” LDENCE AND EMPLOYIENT eeovrereeeneoee 


* 


BRENSTEC' S BIOGRAPHY OF HERRERT HOOUMR ite ices siete alla ar ah, eee oe 


« OR--G24 ACTIVIVIES AUD SUBJECT! POSTON 6 oe N wie heed Sere Wake -G-eiwib ech ca aeee 5 to 46 


; Professional Group, CPA - ~ Norwalk, Connecticut. ....scossesessD tu & 

Connecticut State 'Conventions of CPA and CP ‘ 
Pe Bid) B18) AG ee eae sess ceyeett es hao teaehs Vemeciaet Gs BS 

| National CPA Convention July 26, 1945...... ee ew hieneD 

| Subject Invited to Speak At Hass Meeting,.Camp Unity — 

| Winsdale,. New Vor sass snei ses ees eascue eons eekecedeened 

| Subject's Position In Regards To "Politics! oi... cl eee eee ed 

| 

| 


‘Workers Group" — CP and CPA, Norwalk, Conn........ eee | 
Miscellaneous Commmist Activities & Contacts in Conn,......10 te 3) 
Position Concerning The "Daily Worker"............ o.6isise saci 
Position Concerning "New Masses" ......... cc ceccapecevececenele tO 16 


“IS OBLLANEOUS ACTIVITIES, CORRESPONDENTS, ASSOCIATES, BUSINESS AiTD 
CcHER COUTACTS........ Sa seer eneevee cee e eld $6 20 
“Contacts Within The New York Field Division.......... eveseeel6 ta UE 
“Contacts Within The Los Angeles Field Division..........0+.017 60 19 


, val “Contacts Within The San Francisco Field Division.....t+e0++019 to 20 
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100-1128 : 
WILLIAM 2. FOSTER in that regard. Wumerous associates, 
* business and correspondent contacts in Connecticut, 
New York and California set forth. 
a 5 -"P = * 
VEFERRICE: Bureau File #1,00-80068 . 93999 
Bureav. Lotter to New York, 6/2/45.- 
Letter to Bureau from Los Angeles, 6/19/45. ' 
Bureau Letter 6/25/45. 
Letter to Bureau from.Los Angeles 7/12/45. 
Report of Special Agent Fred G. Dupuis, dated 7/12/45 at Lo: 
Angeles, California. 
Telotype to Bureau, 7/21/45. - 
Bureau Ictter to Los Angeles, 7/27/45. 
Letters to Bureau from Los Angeles dated 8/24/45 and 8/25/4 
» TERATLS: AT WESTPORT, COMMOTICUT: 


) ~ 8 : 
e . 2 


The subject is considered a key £igure in CP activities in 
sac area. of the New Haven Field Divis’ n. 


RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT ae 


The records of the Town Clerk reflect in Book of Deeds, Vol. . 

Siren Page 307, that property on Easton Road, ‘Iestport, formerly owned by 

Bl SHARD BRANSTRT was sold to IESTER and SHIRIBY KRIEGER, Brooklyn, Wew Yor? 

cr April 10, 1944 for the sum of $16,500. It was noted that a mortgage ou 
this property by RICHARD BRAUNSTEN was held by one EDWARD L. GREENBERG. Wi 
nesses to the signing of the warranty deed at the exchange of the property 

to the KRIEGERS, were JOHN P. LIZAK and JOSEPH J. KANABAY, both of Chicags 
“ilinois. 


On sane 15, 1945, deed was registered with the. office of th. 
‘town Clerk which indicated that RUTH ckKENNEY BRAUSTEN of Brentwood, Cali-- 
fornia, had purchased the residence and property at 48 Canal Street, Westpexs 
vom AVA B. BOOTH, wife of one HENRY BOOTH. ‘The transaction was handled ‘ 
“arough the HARPER —- WOOD COMPANY, INC., a real estate agency, Taylor Plas 
2 Vesbport and attorney for RUTH McKENMEY and the subject was HEREWARD, WAKE, 
sane address. The property was purchased at a eure amount of $26, 50G2.5 ae 
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100-L128 


Confidential Informant T-1 advised that BRANSTEN, through corres- 
jpondence, had stated he intended to, continue employment in Connecticut as 


_ & contributing editor offimy LassEst magazine. This intention was further 


horne ‘by correspondence furnished by Confidential Informant T~L from 
oCSEP ORTH, publisher of "NEW [iASsHs", 


BRANSTEN'S. BIOGRAPHY OF  OPEag 
. i é 
HERBERT HOOVER Se 


On July. 21, 1945, SEYMOUR BAKST is reported to have told Confi- 
ential Informant T-2 that he planned to attend the National Convention of 
the CPA, July 26-28, 1945 in New York and desired to contact BRANSTEIM in 
“ew York concerning BRANSTEN'S biography of former president HERBERT HOOVSu 
ut that time. BAKST stated that he hadn't been able to get much "yorth- 
vhile material" on one phase of Mr. HERBERT HOOVER's life, but that he had * 
.2cured copics of Mr. HERBERT HOOVER's speech over the Columbia Broadcast-: 
Lug System. : 


BAKST further stated that he had mado arrangemonts to visit 
2 RMSE at his residence in Westport on July 22, 1945 to talk over the 
situation" with him. On this date BAKST stated BRAINSTEM had completed th: 


shina chapter of the biography which dealt with Mr. HERBERT HOOVER! S. life rt 


Stanford University in California. 


. _ This informant on August 31«* stated that BRANSTSN had found, 
while reading the April 30th, 1945,.copy of" Ti FACT! yo . *% publica- 
“ion, a story concerning GENERAL SHEDLEY D-BUTIER and HERBERT HOOVER, 
which had been published in that issue. BRANSTEN told the informant that 
ke had contacted GEORGE SELDES and requested the source of this data from 
SHLDES, the publisher of "IN FACT", and was advised that he had obtained 
this data from GENERAL BUTLER himself and that he also had three letters 
concerning the matter from PsUL COMIEY,-2cRENCH and two other individuals. 
It was stated that FRENCH is reported to have worked with BUTI®R for sev- 
vval years and was charactcrized as BUTLER'S pressman. BRANSTEN had re— 
guested permission to use the letters and tho data in his biography of 


_ HERBERT HOOVER as the only evidence he had concerning that particular 


mecter was obtained from a book by one HAMNILL, whom BRANSTEN characterizes 


_7s%a liar" .\ BRANSTEMY pointed out further that it was his intention to doc ; 


“ont with evidence the statements made inhis biography of former president 
“ARBERT HOOVER, as he had to be "very careful what he writes!', 


The particular passage above referrod to was as follows: "I kickc-1 


nd 
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his -- and him into the street. TI di“ not know his namé nor did I care who 
that coward was. Someone Later told me that the man's name was Hoover 

{t 
(HERPERT HOOVER ) ; QRVISML 


SELDES weceii ed: that these were the very words that he had been 
told by GENERAL BUTLER and immediately after the conclusion of the inter- 
view SELDES had written a memo on the matter for future reference and was 
positive it was correct. SELDES expressed pleasure ‘in being able to as- 
sist BRANSTEN'in this regard and: at BRANSTEN's request unqualifiedly gave 
nis permission to be used as the source of this data to be quoted and vol- 
rnteered to obtain authority from PAUL COMLBY FRENCH for BRANSTEN - to use 
she data which FRENCH had supplied in that connection. 


It ‘will be noted that Confidential Informant “T-3 advised that 
»2SHSTEN had included, the above quoted reference as it appears in the 5th 
Cuapter on the life of former president HERBERT HOOVER Gealing with that 
period of life spent in China. 


The Etter informant states subject continues to receive frequent 
correspondence from SSYMOUR BAKST, Washington, D. C. This informant also 
furnished what appears to be the original rough draft typewritten copies 0. 
the major portions of the third and fifth chapters of BRANSTHN'S biography i 
of former president Here HOOVER. 


Cp--CPA ACTIVITIES AND 
. SUBJECT'S POSITION 


Professional Group, CPA - Norwalk, Conn: 


T~2 stated that BRANSTEN hed been invited to attend a meeting of 
the above organization to be held the cvening of July 13th, and was to cotr- 
mute with Mr. and Mrs. Shee eee of Weston, Connecticut, known mem-~ ae 
pers of that group. - 


¢ 

3 

: : i 

— : ; t 
¥ 

t 


; 
BRANSTEN told RAE SACHS, a member of that group residing in bata 


port that he was entirely at odds with the OPA policy and eironely emphasi ae wa 
the need for "new blood! in the organization, especially in. the National pee | 
Committee. BRANSTEN stated he believed the Wational Committee should be fie 
‘composed mainly of trade unionist members who had been active in labor groups a as 
and organizational groups with -the past two years. a eee 


, 


. Confidential Informant 1-4 advised that BRANSTEN attended & closet. 
meeting of the above group held at the home of cerune ai TARRIS, leader of tha. 
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‘group, at Woods Court, Norwalk; -Connecticut, 8:15 pm. on July 13, 1945. . 
ALBERT EARRIS and ANDREW ONDA, thé State President of the CPA and a nun- . e 
‘ber of local members were present. The discussion at this meeting centered 

on the Duclos letter and the resolution as améniedé of the National Com-~ 

mittec of the CPA. ONDA and HARRIS lead the Giscussion and evidenced ac-. 

ceptance of the facts and indicated they had been unaware of BROWDER's mis- 

takes and the danger of his approach to Capitalism. 


BRANSTEN took the ‘floor briefly and began by stating that he 
felt intensely bitter about the “present situation of Party interests. 
Ho sald, "Never have I been so frightened about the American Communist *, 
- Party as I am now." He openly dénowsced all members in the National 
Committee in the CPA and deplored the existing attitudes towards women's 
role in the organization. He stated that he believed their efforts were 
not appreciated. Among the mombers of the National Committee whom he denoun :cé 
in particular was ¥. J? OME and he emphasized ROBERB MINOR in a scath- 
ing denunciation. ‘ He favored FOSTER over BROWDER, however, not wholly 
approving of FOSTER. He stated that he, himself, (BRANSTEH) had asked 
so mony questions of the "chest beaters" in the Sth Floor of CPA Head- 
quarters that he had nearly been expelled from the CPA. He clearly in- 
dicated that he did not care whether members were "hot Marxists" and he 
stated the Leninists had become to soft and bourgeoisie, and he stated that 
his worry over Party affairs had caused hin to suffer from stomach ulcers, 
His remarks were not readily accepted by HaRIS and ONDA: and HARRIS again 
took the floor and stated, "BRANSTEN should not take the attitude of the 
defeatist." The informant stated that HARRIS whitewashed over BRAUSTEN's 
renarks regarding collective leadership, central democracy and the nis- 
demeanors of the members of the National Committee. 


BRANSTEN and those present unanimously accepted the resolution 
of the committee of June 2, 1945, as amended. At the conclusion of the 
neeting, considerable discussion. among the rank and file concerning 
BRANSTEM's stand and renarks ensued, and although a number agreed with» 
hin, all corisidered hin tooenotienal which they attributed to his al- 
leged adnitted Beane eS: which he stated was an SETeEveS: case of tubercu-- 
, losis. : ; ae 


ania PATTERSON advised T-2 that he had offered to take BRANSTE j 
to another ‘neeting of this group which was held on August 20, in Norwalk 

[ | and he declined stating thet he would not attend as he had been reassigned -/ 
to another group of the OP. a 


® 
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Corinecticut State Conventions 


Of tho CPA and CP -. 7/22 and 8/12/45 


. Confidential Informant T-5 advised that BRANSTEN was definitely 
considered among those classed as the Opposing faction +o the State and 
National leadership pf the CPA and had not made a very satisfactory in- 
pression at the July 22nd State Convention, 


Confidential Informant T-6 advised that the subject attended 
the Connecticut State CPA Convention on July 22nd, 1945 held at Moose 

| Hall, 840 Main Street, Bridgeport, Connecticut. He was pernitted td at= 

‘tond with the status of a guest, This informant furnighed no other in- 

q fornation concerning any allegcd statements made by the subject or any 

roported misconduct on the part of the subject at this convention. Gil. 

! i-7 was advised by PEARL RUSSO, thet she, as State Secretary of the CPA, 

K had addressed the State Convention on July 22 at Bridgepert. Her: re- 

' morks had been accepted as very good by the rank and file ond the, officers, 
and particularly by ONDA,-the State President. According to this infornant, 
BRANSTEN did not like her speech and had remarked to sevoral present that _ 
PEARLYRUSSO was too emotional, He had intimated that as long as her speech 

' was along.thé lines of leadership, she should have named names, not neces— 
sarily about the state but concerning the National leadership. By and 
Large, BRANSTEM had’ considered it a very good state donvention but had 
wanted the convention to really take a stand on national leadership, 

u : 


The informant was advised by “RUTH ‘ONDA, wife ef the State 
_ President, that ONDA planned to accuse BRANSTEN of violating his status 
as a guest at the convention but-atated that BRANSTEW had remarked that 
ONDA's report to the convention yas the beat that he had. ever heard, 


C.I. T-8 and 0.1. %=9 observed subject in attendance at the State 
CP Convention held the sane piece at 10 aya, smensh 1B, 1945. At this 
session, BRANSTEN. under tho nene of BRUCE-INTON, was nopinated for 9nd 
“* ren edl ected to the State Connittee of the Connecticut CP. It will 
be noted this group, arco tne to te informants, will be the power in the 
Communist Party in Comnecticut as reconstituted. Its prinary function 
will be to see that the various programs and policies of the CP are car~ 
ried out. Confidential Informant 1-7 was advised by RUTH ONDA at a later 


daté thet at this eésston. of thewtc On BRANSTEN had réceived BS yotes i 
anc hac cone next ¥o being olected to the State Comittee. RUTH ONDA 


ee ee ae = 2: 2 
eantte apr bdicaimineeeaitieimemtetbe nt 


statedthat-PEzkL RUSSO was very surprisod because BRANSTEN had received, 


the rank and file were over“awed by his name and she stated that he was 
ineligible for this position because he had just arrived in the state. 
scenes ttt ata cen anaiaaa a 


5 

[ ‘ so Meny votes but expressed the opinion: that it was-due to the fact that 
Coat od 

\ 
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[his name in nomination for the election of State Committee Officers .and: that 


GILIESPIE had also invited him to attend the meeting scheduled for Ahgust 
19th of the Workers Group — CP in Horwalk, 


Wetional CPA Convention 
July 26, 1945, ; 


: On July 21, 1945, BRANSTEN advised this informant that he intern@:’. 
to attend the Stat@ Convention on July 22nd at Bridgeport and indicated ¢ 
desire to attend the National Convention, July 26 - 28 at NYC but statea x2 
4iéalt believe he could get in to that convention as he had a "very bad cc: 
SRANSTEM stated however, that he had instructed SEYMOUR BaKSL, who was pla: 
ning to attend the Notional Convention, to obtain complete notes on the per 
ceedings, as he, (BRANSTEN) wanted to know everything that transpired..” 


Ma2.stoted BRANSTEN advised. him on July 25th, that JOSEPH\NORTH, 
publisher of "New Masses", Communist publication, had stated that the 
Wotional CPA Convention would take place at. 110 West 48th Street, New Yor 
City on the following dey, ond BRANSTEN further advised that he fully in~- 
tended to, be present for each session a8 long as they lasted. : 


The informant edvised the subject had attended the sessions of 
the Hational Convention on the 26th which was also attended by FOSTER and 
BROWER ond that BROWDER had delivered his speech on the evening of July, 
26th.‘ BRANS"EiT, however, advised.the informant that he doubted if he would 


be able to get into the convention after the 26th. He had attended the open-- 


ing s¢ssion.as an "observer" from Connecticut and had gained admission on 

2 “iti press card issued to him by JOSEPH FORTH, publisher. Later BRANSTEA 
advised the “informant that he had attended sessions on the 27th of July but 
hed decided to return to Westport the evening of that date and did not at- 
tond any further sossions, as he didn't believe that they would be very in - 


teresting; that he had heard everything; the reply to BROWDER and all the 
other facts;.arnd that he didn't plan to stay around for the votings 


on a later date BRAUSTEN advised this informaht thaj he had maée, 
arrangements for GEORGE and HELBIFTSELDES. and CLARA and ‘LOUIS7SOALA_ to meet 
ia the BRANSTEN residence on the evening of July 29th, the purpose of Which 
w=s to discuss.all the news of the convention, which he had learned while “1 
New York City. oo 8 


eh 
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Camp Unity ~- Wingdale, New York 


& 


‘ Tyree; 
| " A t . . kay 5 
‘ Subject Invited :to Speak At Mass Mcetin ; 
t ‘ 
t 
d 
| 


‘BUTH McKENNEY told Confidential Informant, T~2 that BEATRICE — 
last name unknown to the informant —- who is possibly connected sfath the dv 
‘New Masses! magazine, had attempted to obtain the services of (Pea 
SRAHSTEN to speak before a large mass meeting at Camp Unity at Wingdale, 
New York on a date subsequent to July 26th.’ BRANSTEN stated that he had 
offered a number of excuses to decline this request but had finally ad- 
vised the above individual that both would decline because in substance 
they were not in accord with "New Masses. policy as "New lasses" -Had not 
come out with a strong enough policy and in view of the fact thdét BRANSTEWN 
was to attend the National CPA Convention before taking any further actio-, 
his future activities in the Party would depend on what transpired at the 
Hetional Convention and his attitude towards it. 


Subdject's Rosition In Regards To "Politics" ° 


Confidential Informant J«3 stated that BRANSTEN had apparently 
advised his mother, HRS. CHARLE S*BRANSTER of 2275 Broadway, San Francisco, 
5, California, that he ‘and RUTH: HicKENNEY had decided to forego future ac: io 
tivity in polities. According to the informant, IRS. reat had in cor- o 
respondence dated Saturday August 11, 1945 to RICHARD and RUTH. BRAHSTEN made 
the following statements’ "I am’ happy and. relieved that you poth have decided . 
to give up politics. I then wish you would go further ‘and resign from the 
party and keep yoursélves free from any labels and obligations. Y think ag 
work will benefit by it, you wouldn't then have to think, 'T musn't say th’s 
or that as it might conflict with Party ideas.'". This copy of correspondence 
furnished by the informant is retained in the Hew. Haven Bee, ; 


Workers Groun'! ~ CP and CPA 


_darwalk, Connecticut 


Confidential Informant T-2 was advised by BRAUISTEN that RUDOLF 
GILLESPIE, upon the recommendation of ANDREW ONDA had advised him of the 
; : date of the next meeting of the above group which had been inactive during © 
the "unsettled" state of the party. Following tho State Convention of the 
! CF 4ugust 12, 1945, Confidential Informant T-10 was advised by RUDOLF 
GX LESPIS that he fad been told by ONDA that BRANSTEN had been assigned t. 
v.. Norwalk Workers Group of the CP, ONDA had further advised thet BRANSTHN 
would be able to assist in strengthening an organization of that group which 
is composed mostly of Negros, 
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Uiscellaneous Communist Activities P ; 92785 
And Contacts in Connecticut ; 


RUTH BRANSTEN advised Confidential Informant T~2_thet—sh ad. 
invited ftérs. GUNNAR (ESTHER) MICKELSON to the Bransten* résidénce on the 
evening of July 14th and sth ee: to be present would be WAX and GRACE 


and. LOUIS SCALA, ra } 
‘ , 
lirs. BRANSTEN anda that the affair was to be in the nature of 
an outdoor barbecue for approximately 20 guests in celobration of the 
BRANSTEIN's homecoming to.Connecticut and was to be eselosed: ets 


; It will be noted'that the MICKELSOUS are Sapseen Communists. 

GUITAR MICKELSON is a former GIO organizer from Milweukee and reported to 

be acquainted with influentiel and high ranking Communists and very 

friendly with GEORGE SELDES. MICKELSOM:is presently employed as a script 

writer for soap-operas and other national radio programs. MILDRED GILLAN ‘ 
is believed to be identical with MILDRED GWOHLFORTH, reported left-wing \/ . 
ce ‘writer and former member of the LAW, who is inifrequent contact with ov 
tho BRAISTENS and the SELDES, RUTH YOUNGHAN is a resident of Westport, 
Connecticut, HELEW and GEORGE SELDSS, CLARA and LOUIS SCALA are con- 

sidered key Communists in the New Haven. Field Division. " 


This Informant. stated sy dha gate made arrangements for medical ~ 
care and treatment from Dr. Bé NB, a resident of Stanford, Connecti- 
cut. It is to be noted fiat ie: FINE, is a known and registered member of 
the CP and CPA in. that city and at least one recent neeting of the Stam- 
ford Professional Group of the CPA was held at his residences according 40 
information appearing in the New Haven files, he is the personal physician 
of.a predominant number of Stamford, “onnecticut Communists. 

RUTH BRANSTEN told che informant that iRS. IVY BRIDGE, an. old 
friend of the BRANSTENS had invited Her and RICHARD BRANSTEN to attend an. 7 
Authors Tea to inaugurate a Book Collection Drive for Russia through the 


ead 


Stamford Chapter of Russian War Relief to be held August 27th at Stanford a conet 


Connecticut. According to the ‘informant RICHARD BRANSYEN had. declined th 
invitation giving as the reason, "We usually try to advoid \hat sort of ; 
vhing." The informant was advised by RUTH BRANSTEN that a social gather- be" 
ing would be held on the night of August Lith at the Sianeten residence, 
to include mitual friends,-GOLDIE and LARRY HILL, who were formerly mane- 
gers of a book shop and who now residett Prospect Shore #@aiteberet; and 
RUTH and AL possibly ATLAS ‘and MRSS GREEN of Westport, Conre cticut. 
ALLA GREEN is a known memhor of the State Council of the "Independent 
Citizens Committee ale Sciences ond Professions, Inc." an a al 
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, tion with headquarters in New Haven, which the Connecticut Communists are “ 
attempting to control. The informant stated thet another gethering at the ; 
iICKELSON's residence to include the BRANSTES and GEORG and HEISH SBIDES ee 


was planned for August 15th, the purpose of which was, to discuss the end Oo ae 
of the wars. : 


This informant was advised by BRANSTEH! thet some business scheduled 
at the residence of JOHN and IVY BRIDGE in Stamford, Connecticut for Auguss 
19th had to be cancelled due to the unexpected illness of RUTH iicknit BY, Lu 


\f will be noted that JOH ang. IVY BRIDGE dre key Communists in the area of Sbar- 


ford, Connecticut. JOH BRIDGE is professor at the Columbia University, Naw 


York City and associated with a Conn E TES in that oeNy aiding NORRIS U. : q 
SCHAPPES, : . ' . . tes 


4 
> bs The informent stated-further thot BRANSTEM had advised him that 
RUTH licKENNEY!s nervous breakdown had resulted in-her hospitalization and 
thet it was due to’ the fact that she had been taking ers Fe age 
past three years. She planned to be under the care of a ny sige in New’, 
York City. The informant stated on August 19, _L945 thai MAX“and GRACH GRAM 47 
ICH, whom BRANSTEN stated he had not seen Pon some time ere et Ae 
the BRANSTET residence on that date , 


FLD anne emnemenmenagtenes seteren rete rant ne Rae 


RUTH“ BRANSERN told the informant at: arlater, dates that she was 
nalking plans for a gathering to be held at the residence of GUNMAR MICKELSON 
September 1, 1945 at which the BRAlSTI"S, HELEN and GEORGE SELDES and a Dr. 
GUMPERT (phonetic) would be present, The Latter had been visiting at the 

| BRANSTEN residence. On August 3ist GEORGE SELDSS told RUTH BRANSTEI, ac- 
\ cording to the infornant that on August 30th he and HELEN SHIDES had re- 
is ceived a telegram from VBRA CASPARY, who apparently had returned to the U. 


‘ S. from ENGLAND. VERAYCASPARY ' had indicated a desire to visit the SEIDES 


Labor Day weekend, SELDES stated that GENE HTT AKER (possibly Ss. EUGEUTA 

“FOSTER WEIPAKER) 9 girlfriend, of HBIZI's was also planning to visit the 

SELDES the same weekend. GEORGE SELDES stated that he had ‘had to advise 7 
voth parties however, to postpone thesc visits due to the illness of HSIN 7 
SELDES, who was on the verge of a nervous breakdown, According. to the : 
infornont,- 7RgiISTE™ appeared to he very interostéd in this infornation. 


It will be noted thet VERA CASPARY and BUEN Ia FOSTER WHITANEE 
até both subjects of Internal SECURITY — R investigations in regard to their 
- reported connections with! he. Gonintern Apparatus. ; . 
aiemmntinniessmmatmmennn ad 


Confidential Infornant T-3 stated the BRAUSTEVS had received a co a 
munication fron CLAUDE 0 OCEBURN of 5 Hamilton House, Hall, Road, 2. el oe ; oe 
. ; ae ame a - ‘ ay 
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Position Concerning The'Daily Worker" 
Confidential Informant T-3 stated that RUTH McKBNSBY or RICHZRD sees 


BRAWSTEN had attempted to compose & Jetter to the editors of the UDATLY 

WORKER on the 25th-of duly. This letter was very critical of the editors “ 
accision to discontinue the pre-convention political discussions which had’ va 
appeared up until that date. The informant sated that apparently after [7 
sevoral attempts a letter was composed and addressed to ADAM —~ (possibij 

ADAH LAPIN of the "DAILY WORKER") in which it is pointed out that ‘nunorot-: 
offorts hed beon made to éompose a satisfactory critical letter to the 

editor of the "WORKER" with negative results, which dealt with the same 


‘ subject matter. 
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Position Concerning MEW MASSES! 


Qn August 6, 1945, BRAISTEW advised 1-2 that he had been asked 
py JOSEPH ORTH to attend o meeting regarding "NEW MASSES! magazine to be - i 
held in Wew York City but had- declined advising NORTH that he had no new 
ideas other thon those which he had already given WORTH. At a later date 
BRANSTEN told tthe informant that ESTHER -” (office sécretary at "New 
Masses) had requested that he attend an important meeting at the ‘offices J 
of "New Masses" at New-York:€ity on the morning of August 22nd but BRANSUAT 
had declined giving the reason that his wife was 411 ‘and he was: unable to 
neke it. Confidential Informant m3 state’ that on August 17, 1945 that 
the subject or his wife had composed a lotter to the editors of “How Masses” 
which they desired made public in the columns of "NBW MASSES", This lettor 
dealt with the issue of "N#W MASSES" for the week of August 14th and/charac- 
terized the magazine as defunct ‘in type and in fact; that the cditorial 
policy was supine, trivial and dishonest and full of fatal lassitude; tha 
articles were stale re~hashers of naterial originally appearing in the 
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NDAIDY YORKER" and that the magazine Section was nauseatingly bankrupt, 
, and declining from that high standard. \ 
{ a. . - 


ast 19, 1945, corres: 
'Wew Masses" by RICHsRD BRANGIBN,  , 
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The letter indicated that 8 or 10 attempts had been made to express their 
complete disagreement and that ea large number of letters had Been written 
and disposed of prior to making this decision end that instant letter was 
for the editors alone and not for publication and indicated thot: .an enclosed 
letter was to be published. QIAO 

: - ee I Oa 


SRAUSTEN stated, "Tf this means violent attacks on us porsonally 


ana assassination of us and still accomplishes the end of making a strong 
nagazine then it is. worth while." The informant, - > wes provided with a 
copy of thé following letter, which bore no date and was addressed "Conm- 


which the informant, believed to have been composed: after the date of Augus’ 


*;2lst, possibly for the purpose, of.enclosing with the foregoing letter, of 7 


25 EEE TONER Ee ‘i 
"Hew Massas" and with the’ further reouest that their names bo reonoved fron 


the Tasthead. tho Letter states thet BRANSTEN” since before 1942 had, beon 


critical and offered many protests ani on many occasions had been on the 
point of resignation. His reasons for this action and a list of his ob- 
jections he stated were too long to state, but that he would illustrate 9 
points from the last two or three issues of "New Masses." They aye as fol- 
lows: 


"1, EW UASSES" did not- raise the question of the crime of ‘ 
dropping the Atomic bomb on defenseless women and children and j 
a civilian population in feudal slavery, nor did WNEW MaSSHs" » : 
point out that it should have been tested on the Imperial palace 
and that the dropping of two bombs was a crime against humanity 
and the -meening of the war. 


* 


tg, \WyEW MASSES" did not neke clear that the-atomic bond was 

political, an-attempt to put the Soviet Union in the position 

of hurrying into the war precipitously and that if the Atonic ‘ 
bonb was dropped a, few hours before the Soviet Union announced “ i 
time of entry into the Japanese War to misrepresent Soviet ‘ 
participation and thet it was not shown that the bomb represents ‘ 
the forsign policy of imperialist expansion by the U.S. and an "a 
attempt to blacknail the Soviet Union. . ’ nok 


"3, yew Masses"*did not show that the United States use and : Se 


- possession of the Atomic bonb was to isolate the Soviet Union - a 


and the. . democratic forces in the world and that "NEW MASSss" 
did not make an issue of the gloating that the United: States-could 
now destroy the World and the Soviet Union. ae 


4 


: : a roe 
"4, That the "New Masses", although protesting for the record the en 


U.S. backing of CHIANG Ks. SHEK and the danger of Civil Var i: 
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| China, "New Masses'', however, had not called for action or 

i denonstrations and had nottalked of forcing imperialists to 

é be k wile 2 

ac down 7 O29c O 

‘4 "5, "NEW TASSES" does not admit that the United States is an 

H \, Imperialist Netion; thet "New Masses" is not Marxist but tired 
; Liberals. 

7 . 

| "6, "YEW HASSES" did not raise alarm over appointment of Gener, f 


PE Me eB Pee et 


VacArthur to Supreme Allied Commander to direct post surrender 

Japan; nor did "HRW MASSES" point out that General HacArthur 

had only a year ago for his personally selected press agent,. 

PHILIP LaFOLISTTE and was ‘mown to be politically involved wit: 
‘such groups as the American Netionalists, Christian Fronters: 

and: other anti~senmetic, anti-Roosevelt, anti-Progressive and pro- 

Femist forces in this country. - 


"7. UNEW MASSES! has not raised the alarm of the Lay offs follow- 
ing the war, nor has it suggested nilitant immediate intractable 
action locally in the shops, mills and nines.. . 


se RA 
- 
’ 


"8, That New Masses is continually writing-in such._a fashion. that 
it is on the "record! correctly perhaps, .but the effect is to lull 
the readers into a false sense of security.. It doesn't urge 
fnericans +o fight now with every weapon against their own- im 
peorialisn and. it takes no action to save the country from faseisn, 


"9, That "New Masses! as néthing to offer on the cultural front, 
is too timid to convince and to lacking in creativenegs,has Philis~ . - 
tine views, lack of eGeae Ene tack of concern with ideas!" P 
This letter pointed out that it was the writers! hone that ih the 
future they shovld again be associated with "NEW MASSES", its heritage, its 
traditions and its future, but that is was now in doldrums, has forgotten 
the past send is afraid of the future; fails to talk to the people and to 
express confidence in the ‘people; appears to be afraid to fight for a better 
world; to anxious to excuse the errors of imperialism to apologize for 
the role of the Soviet Union. The letter pointed out that the writers! 
| had taken this action as they had not been able to convince the editors of 
“their view point from within, the "NEW 1iASSHS" organization and further pointed ; 
out that it was their hope that"in the future-"HEW MASSES" would resune. the 
struggle for a better life and a world of dignity. and peace and socialism," ees 
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Sa7eL 
This informant provided copies of correspondence qf RICHARD 
_ BRANSTEN dated August_21, 1945 addressed "Dear “Gonrade Foster" enclosing 
a Tetrrex—by-RUTH lickEMBY ond” SRANSTEM to NNEW MASSES" (Apparently the 


precediiz etter). This two page J Yet cter_ attenpts.towexplain. the decision * 
oe STEN .ond his wife in resiming as editors of "NEW TASSES"in the ‘“ 
ight 6 


at erent Saks Mae Sh Senet ws an pa Te 


(NEW MASSES""desertion" ‘of its role, and points out the reflections «/ 
in "iIZW iASSES" of the faults of the CPA and CP, as well as the economic 
and. political aspects of the Truman Administration and the anti-Soviet, 
anti-democratic policy followéd by the Governnent and the State Departmé «s*s, 
policy. A paragraph of this letter is quoted as follows: 


Se 


"I write this to you because I know you are always open to 
discussion ‘and ideas.......1 cannot presune nore than to call to your at: 
6 tention the questions worrying. someny of us. We are afraid—after the 
“experience of the past year and one half--that we are still carrying over 
\ the incorrect and villainous approach of Browderisn. I note your warning 
k against "Leftism but I am afraid that at the monent that is not the dan- 
: "ger; the danger rather is’ in changing the vocabulary by continuing our 
{. : tendency to be over—cautious, d4mpressed with possibilities to deal with 
the ruling cless, over-awed by. the power of American imperialisn.". 


ere are ey oe 


cea ars 


& , “Mhis informant also furnished a six pagearbicle. possibly written 
by this subject _or RUTH McKSNNEY, as a result of “the reading of the August ~~ 
§_ 19 CmnOfatt EW Lis "pointing out tho opinions of the writer of 


fa “ - . a I re pe GE TEMS oa NEI SANTEE RN ANNE OTT 
certain dete apparing.in.that—issue_of "NEWT AS SEST. rnd.aegain resigning 
as ‘Contributing editors of "HBV MASSES" effective innediately. <= 
2 pee EE I EOF “ 


sel pe RE ES 


tout teen Ee 


Seen 
_ The informant furnished elso nunerous Copies of attempts by the 
ysubject and RUTH HceKEMIBY which the infornent stated wes written by RUTH \ 


iicKEILBY at preparing an article severely criticizing "HEV 1iASSBS" and its 
editorial policy. The indécision in the attempt at composition of this ar~ ¥ 
ticle. is evidenced by the numerous changes in the title, several of which 

are as follows: "Save.The New Masses", ‘Arguments Pro~Bono, The one-Sided", 
tRise Up Outraged !NEW iiASSES!' Readers", "Threshing Out A Few Little Dif- 
ferences With The Board Of Editors Of the 'New Masses! Magazine," "To arnst 
Rise Up, Outraged 'New.Masses! readerst" : | 


a 


; The above article, similar.to the article mention innediately 
above was séverely critical of the contents of the fugust 28, 1945 issue 
of Ney Masses! and concludes that "New Masse s" magazine as of September. 
1945 in the opinion of the writers is norally,politically and financially 
bankrupt. anes : 
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Confidential Informant T-3 states that he is uncertain as to the 
,f actual mailing or forwarding of any of the above articles of correspondence .- 
including the resignations on the part of.the subject and his wife to the 
"DATLY WORKER", "NEW iiASSES" or VILLA GPCR ee 


HISCELLANE ONS aorivrzims, 
CORRESPONDENTS, ASSOCIATES, | 
BUSINESS AiTD OTHER. CONTACTS 92752" 


Gontacts Within The New York 
Field Division 
T-3 furnished a copy of 3 einen cee mimeographed pamphlet ex 
titled "Needed, A magazine of Progressive Writing and Culture" by Teuvenc 3 
BARTH of 60 Horton Street, New York 14, New York.. This pamphlet pointed 
out the writer's recommendations and specifications for a progressive maga- 
zine of the arts.and culture and cites the author's opinion of the present i 
status of progressive literature now on the retail market. This. pamphlet 
is being forwarded as an enclosure to the New York Office. 


The. informant advised that RICHARD BRANSTEM received correspondence 

from the Southern Conference for Human Welfare —- New York Committee, Murray 
Hill Hotel, 112 Park Avenue, New York City, under date of August drd, This 
correspondence enclosed a copy of "The Southern Patriot" which is the of- 
ficial organ of the National Hoadouerters- ofthe zabave organization located . ff 
at Nashville, Tennessec. Also “provided yes an envelope and ‘a one page copy ~ 
of typewritten correspondence from GRACE" GRANICH, 339 B, i6th. Street, New * 
York City, addressed to Mrs and lirs. BRAUSTEr F postmarked July. 6, ‘1945, 

, The above is forwarded to the Now York Field Division as an enclosure. 


: Algo furnished by. the informant was a copy of typewritten corres- 
‘ yondence dated July 24, 1945 on the letterhead of "NSW MASSES" signed 
“_° § (JOB/HORTH). According to the informant this correspondence apparent— 
ly enclosed for BRANSTEN the "NEW UASSES" press card by which ho. obtained 
admission to the CPA National Convention, July 26th and 27th’ in New York i 
Gity. This correspondence is forwarded to the New York Office as an enclosure. Fo 


mo, Confidéntial Informant T2 was advised by BRANSTEM that ESTHER » ee 
a (Secretary in. the offices of "New Nasses" magazine New York City) a 
did not attend the National Convention. She also had advised hin that she Pe 
nad accumulated a lot of material wpon which BRANSTEN believed she had x tectee Ne 
done a wonderful job as it had been forwarded to him. BRANSTEM had filed Lf aes 
411 of this naterialawey‘ for future use and told the informant that he iy cre eas 
sended to write a book on it some time. He did not advise bed infornant,’ 


— 


us to the mature or content of this. material. . oa” cs 
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This informent stated that.on August 18, 1945, BRANSTHT 
met a ir. DOLLCAP or STOLLCAP of New York City at the Westport depot and 
having made previous arrangements with G3ORGE SELIES, went inmediately 
to the ‘SELDES'residence. . 83753 

4 

The informant was unable to state if the above was identical with 
an “individual, CARROLL — whom BRANS®3N stated had also contacted him and **. 
latter individual he reported was .a.wititer:from one ‘of:the west coast sic 35 
who recently arrived in New York, his-wife and children remaining an the. 
West Coast. OARROLL — was reported to reside at the Somerset Hotel on +/7tA 
Strect, New York-Gity and was employed in New York, He is also reported te 
be acquainted with DICK/REYNOLDS, who is employed on the New York Daily 
Mirror. This informant stated that on August 24, 1945, RUCH UcKSINEY -ad- 
vised she had invited one ANATOLE’ VOLKOW of the USN, Hotel Governor Clinten, Los 
New York City and his girlfriend to visik the BRANSTEN residence or Augur< 


26, 1245. e 
deutucve within the Los An soles Whoo. ol .6 Quy 


n 


Confidential Informant T-3 provided a copy of a pamphlet en- 
titled"HWi —- Today and Tomorrow! which is a report on the work, pur 
poses and policies of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization of which BRANSTRI 
appears to be a menbere This source also advised that BRANSTEN was tendered 
a statement dated July 1, 1945, by KATZ, GALLAGHER and MARGOLIS, Attorneys 
at law, lll W. 7th Street, Los Angeles California, reflecting profess-—- 
ional servicies rendered in the amount $208.50. This informant also 
provided correspondence from BLIZABET GERSrLEy of 717 North Crescent: Drive, 
Beverly Hills, California under date of July 5, 1945, which is being for— 
warded to the Los Angeles Field Division as an enclosure. 


In connection with the GEESTINYS, Confidential Informant T-2 
learned from BRANSTEN that he and RUTH licKENMEY had received a comnunice 
tion fron JAIES*GERSTIBY, July 20, 1945, whom % was stated was a Polative —~, 
of BRANSTEN, The later advised thet at that time GERSTIEY was residing 
at the Statler Hotel, Washington, D. C. ard GERSTIBY had indicated a dé- 
sire to visit the BRANSTEH'S residence: on July 22, 1945 as he intended 
to be in New York over that weekend returning to Washington, D. C. the 
following Sunday evening BRAWSTEN forwarded an affirnative reply to 
GERSTLEY and as a rosulé “BRANSTRY ‘stated he visited their residence on 
July 21 over night. On that evening the infornant stated GEORGE and HBIBI 
SELDES also visited their residence. The informant stated BRANSTEN had 
indicated he had inquired of GERSTLEY concerning the whereabouts of - 


\ BRENSTENS during the autumn. 


. . 
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ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN and according to GERSTLEY the Latter was in Maine. 
BRANSTEM stated that he had agreed as he had yreviously been advised FLYNN 
was in Maine by Mother BLUBR. On a later date RUTH McKSNNEY told the in- 
fornont that GERSTLEY had, apparently attended to busine ss metters in Wash- 
ington, Ds C. which appeared ‘to be successful for GBRSTIBY and that the 
Latter had indicated he and his wife, ELIZABETH, might visit the BRAYSTSNE 
Later in the year. This infornant further stoted that on August 17th 
BRAUSTEY in a commmication to-GERSTIEY and his wife stated thet he and 
RUTH were relieved end happy over the newspaper account of a court de- 
cision, congratulated GERSTLEY and insisted that the GBRSTLEYS visit the 


92754 
Confidential Informant T-3 provided a copy of correspondence 

dated July 12, 1945 from GEORGE ‘IILIPR forwarded to RICHARD BRANSTED fro 

the WAT C. GOLDSTONa AGENCY, in which it was pointed out’ that WVILWSE- had 

boon successful’ in negotiations concerning BRANSTENS story ithe Four Bonie 

Browns" ond that contracts fron’ Paramount studies would be ready for BRANSTEN 

within a few days. Reference report indicates thet GEORGE VILMER is a 

known COPA nenber in Los Angeles, California, associated with the NAT GOLD- 

STONE AGENCY. This copy of correspondence is forwarded to the Los Angeles 

Field Division as an enclosure. ’ 


PRANSTEN advised T~2 on august 17th thet ho pos finally re- 
ceived the contracts previously ‘nentioned fron GEORGE WILNER, however, 

due to technical difficulties arisi~: from proper signature and notarization 
he had had to connmunicate with WILNSR on that and subsequent dates for appro- 
priate instructions in Goncluding the Signing thereof. This informant 

stated that prior to July 16, 1945 BRANSTEN had sold their Brentwood resi 
dence at Beverly, California os BRANSTEN had stated’ on. that date he had nade 
a special request for payment for this property fron the Bank of America, 
Torth Beverly Drive, Beverly Hills, California, , ; es 


-7-3 provided a copy of typewritten correspondence eddressed to 
BRAISTEN by one KAY --— (last ‘mane unknown) dated July 17, 1945, in which 
the writer expressed personal opinions concerning the unsettled state of % 
the GPA and indicated that she had joined the CPA within the past year ond 
one half in Hollywood, Gelifornia, This individual indicated she had re- - 
ceived a check from RICHARD BRANSTEN ana’ that she hed beon accunulating 


-all the letters published in the “Worker! and. requested instructions fron 


BRUSTEN concerning the type of these letters whieh he might wish her to 
retain. The informant stated that no purpose was set out in this cérres- 
pondencs, which is forwarded to the Los Angoles office as an enclosure. 


q 


100-1128 


“9 - 
*Bhe informant also provided three pages of /nineographed data 
relative to-the Seréen Writers Guild from one EM ET -LAVERY which was 
addressed to ell nenbers of the Screen Writers Guild. ‘One portion of. 
this correspondence was labeled "Confidential" ond was a bricf statement 
concerning the Esquire picutes, LOUISSE OFF, and a Mr. KOVACS, and was 
signed by HOWARD ESTABROOK, Secretary.f This correspondence ‘is forwarded 
to the Los Angeles Field Division | ‘ 
& 1 vision as an eee QRIAS 

Also being forwardéd ‘to.the Los Angeles Field Division are Swe 
copies of rie nha may corresnondence dated August 3rd, and 17th, 1945 
signed by HIIL*FRIED, President of the 59th Assembly, District Club, CP. 
Los Angeles, California. on the letterhead of that organization; anda . 
throwaway entitled 1945 Daily ‘Peoples World! Drive.'' Also forwarded t 
Los Angeles as enclosure is a copy of correspondence: dated Sugust 22, 2. 
from one NORAHELGREH, 1D0L N. Mansvield Avenue, Hollywood 38, Californi ac 
This correspondence was addressed to RICHARD BRANSTEN and referred to on? 
"Ivor" and apparently referred to British politics and the! cable address 
'Wo kadai Kincross". * Also furnished by the infornant and included as one 
of the above enclosures, is a copy of correspondence dated August 3lst, 
from one BAPBARK”"TIYERS, Executive Secretary of the Hollywood Welfare 
Association, c/o JOSEF MISCHEL of 1422 North Kingsley, Los Angeles 27, 
California, This typowritten correspondence was addressed to RUTH HcKIMEY 
and RICHARD BRANSTEM and solicited contributions for the above nentioned 
organization. 


; This inforfent further advised that RICHARD BRAUSTEN had. ‘received 
correspondence frory one BARTIBYZERUM listed in reference report as the at— 
torney for LOUISE Y PRANSTEM, : 


Contacts within The San Francisco Ficid Division 


Confidential Informant T-3 provided four copies of undated cor— 
respondence fron LOUISE BRAUSTEM, 3 copies of which are typewritten with two 


of the typewritten copies on the ietterhead of the American“Ruséien institute 


for Cultural Relations with the Soviet Union, San Francisco, California. 
The third typewritten letter is dated Saturday, only. The fourth iten of 
correspondence is handwritten on personal stationery bearing the return 
address of 2626 Green Street, San Francisco, California, and is signed, 
IZOUISE', All of the above mentioned letters deal with personel matters: 
of no interest to this investigation and are accordingly forwarded here- 
with as enclosures to the San Francisco Office. . : 


‘The informant advised also that the BRAWSTENS had received corres— 
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from Lt. Commander John W. DINKELSPIEL’ and irs. JOHN DINKELSPIEL, both of 


350 Oregon Avenue, Palo Alto, California. 
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ENCLOSURE SHEET 


a 


Enclosures to the New York Field Division 


One Three page mimeographed parnphlet entitled’ Meedea, QR" 
Mogazine of Progressive witing.and Culture" by LAWRENCE Darth, oo ean 6 
ayer tO, 


- @ 


« 


; One copy of typewritten correspondence from GRACE ‘GRATICH, ; 
339 Hast 16th Street, New York dated Friday, only, together with an en- 
velope postmarked July 6, 1945. : 


o. One copy of "Yew Masses" letterhead dated July 24, 1945 begin- 
ning "Dear Bruce! and ending "In Hasta, Joe." ; 


Triclosures to the Los Angeles Field Division 


Hes ; 
' One pamphlet entitled; “Waviptes today And Tonorrow concernifig the 
S Bollywood Writers Mobilization, its work, purposes and policies dated 1945 
Hollywood, California. ‘a 


i 
. 
Ghree pages of handwritten correspondence dated July 3, 1945 P 

| eddressed "Dear Richard and Ruth! one page of which is signed, "Love, Sis" ~ 
{ and ‘the other page and the signature on the balance of the letter is 

: {much Love, Jin, including two envelopes #1, postmarked July 5th and #2 

| postnarked August 25, 1945, ell of which is fron JAMES and ELIZABETEGERSTLEY 

| 717 North Crescent Drive, Beverly Hills, California. 

| 

: One copy of typewritten correspondence dated July 12, 1945 on the 

i letterhead of the WAT C. GOLDSTONE AGENCY beginning, “Dear Richard" and end- 
ing "Sincerely, George". 

i 

' 

} 

; 

| 


A one page typewritten letter dated July 17, 1945, beginning "Lear 
Richard" and ending "Best to you and Ruth ~ Kay". 


Three pages of minéographed correspondence in the nature of a re- Yl 


| ort -fron BHERP-LAVERY, to all nembers of the Screen Writers Guild, regard- 
‘ ing the Hollywood Reporter, the last page of which is signed with the nane ola 
A ‘HOWRDAESTABROOK, Secretary". ye , 
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: i ‘Enclosure Sheet (Cont!d) i 
Enclosures to Los, Ang)ss Biola Division( — .(Continued ) : 
oe 
SS7E8 


One copy of correspondence on the letterhead of ue 59 


A. D. -—~ CPA dated August 3, 1945: 
Orie copy of correspondence from the 59th AD —- CPA dated August 


“ 
% 


17th, 1945 with enclosures. 
A throw-away entitled, W1935 Daily 'Pooples World® Drive". 


One copy of Gypewritten vorrespondence dated : dugust 12, 1945, 
beginning, "Dear Friends", signed "Cordially, Nora", together with : 
the envelope, postmarked, ‘SLos Angeles, California", August 22, 1945," 
bearing the return Address, 'NORS/FELGREN, 1201 North Mensfield Avemue, 


t 


Hollywood, 38, California." 
One copy of Corre spondence dated August Sl, 1945, ‘typevritten, 


signed "Sincerely, BSHBARA UYERS, Executive: Secretary." 


Enclosures to the San. ‘Breneisco Fiold Division 
“ Four ‘copies of correspondence fron LOUISE BRANSTEM, numbers one, 
two, three and four, one’ of which is ‘handwritten and three copies (are typeo- 


® 


written. 


100-1128 


es UNDEVELOPED TMADS: © 


r S87e9 
? THE WHEW RAVEN FIELD DIVISION 
At Westport, Connecticut: P 


Will maintain contact. with Confidential Informents and report 
this subject's Communist Activities. . . 


Will follow and report the result of letter to the New York 
Field Division dated 9/21/45 - requesting a search of the New York 
indicés for any data available to informants of that office concerning . 
the ectivity of the subject or sympathies expressed at the recent 
Wational CPA Convention, Hew York, duty 7-28, 1945. ; 


pk 


s 
. 


_ One copy of this report is forwarded to the Wew York, Los 

féngeles and San Francisco Offices respectively, yith enclosures, in- 
asmuch as instant report contains data considered pertinent to investiga- 
tions or covicerning individuals connected with Communist Party activities 
within those areas. , 
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The following is the identity of the temporary confidential 
informants referred to in the report of Spe cial Agent Harold B, Heyer 
dated 9/21/45, entitled "RICHARD te was., TTERNAL SECURITY - O's: - 


Tl is Mr. FRANCIS Me GORTY, manager of the Southern New Englané 
selephone Company, South.Norwalk, Connecticut, whose identity is being cor: 


cealed wpon Teme DLL 


7-2 is. cyHt—3e a temt orary ‘symbol peing used to further concea’ 

the identity of the source. 
T3 is a Trash Cover on the BRANSTEN Residence, 48 Canal Street, 
Westport, Connecticut, éffected through the cooperation of Leroy M. ELHES, 
Powers Court, Westport, Connecticut, a termorary aces being used to con- 
’ ceal the investigative technique. 


' 


A), ft : is 


a 


The above have been given ‘emporary symbols to further conceal 
_ their ‘identity. - 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 

FEI AUTOMATIC DPECLASSIFICATION g-UIDE : 

+ DATE Ol1l-@é5-2010 * é é 
aT 
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“exo % ; Hederal Bureau of Investigation 


y 


United States Department ot Justice 
510 Trust Company Building 


ris. Glavin 
Mr. Ladd, 


Pewee emenney 


HEM: mmm New Haven, 10, Connecticut Mr. Nishola...._.... . 
v 100-1128 . September 12, 1945 Mr, Roten' 4... : 
mi ce: 101-14 ; ab BBS Tracy, 


| ; Btr. Garzon awe cnc eny 
uA . ‘ PASH Beran 
oe, : oe 


Myr. Pesrisston 2... 
Mr. Quinn Taran _. i 


ft tar. Neuee : 

Director pias ea \ 
F. B. Ey i ) j ee = on es } i Age! 
WA 7 2 ae ts 

Re: RICHARD-BRANSTEN, was RUTH McKENNY BRANSTEN, was /- 5 ee 

INTERNAL SECURITY C INTERNAL SECURITY C “4 

vs BUREAU ‘FILE 100-80068 BUREAU FILE 100~-13225 v 

~s . ek 

ot! 

Dear Sir: i 

: ; wt 
The following information has Bean obtained from . sd 

—HPeoatidential Informant CNHT—-38 during the period August 10 - Septenber vy 
6, 19453 . re ram SITE fer N\ 


Le 7BA 

RULE. _BHKANSTEN advised the informant that she had 

learned that GOLDY and LARRBS2CLL who used to manage a bok shop- : 
now residing at Prospect Shore, Westport, Connecti @ made arrang 
ments to invite the HILLS, and os ( possibly ALLA ) and RUTH 


—--~-- (possibly RUTEATOUNGHAN) to visit at the BRANST iN 's residence on ce 
August 17, 1945. a 
x ys ’ wd 
On August 15,1945, GEORGEFSELDES contacted RUTH re 
BRANSTEN. Both appeared to be overjoyed at the conclusion of the war. 3 
GEORGE SELDES, however, felt that they should have definitely gotten rid SS 
of the Japanese Emperor. SELDES stated that since the order to cease a 
firing had not been given by the-Japanese to their troops in Manchuria td 
that the Russians were still driving into Manchukuo. Further, that the o 
Russians and the Chinese Communists Army would be able to link up and hold & 
Chiang-Kai-Chek out of that territory. ‘ Pd 
ring the above conversation it was pointed out 
that GEORGE and HELEAASELDES and RICHARD and RUTH BRANSTEN would visit 
hae” 
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Z 

at the residence of cuntan tiroxetsoN on the evening of that date. 

Also on this date RUDOLERAGIELESPIE, negro organizer of 
the workers! group, CP, Norwalk, Connecticut, contacted RICHARD BRANSTEN 
concerning the latter's non-attendance at the last Norwalk workers' meet— 
ing and advised him that the next meeting would be held on August 19. 
BRANSTEN indicated that he would be present. GILLESPIE stated that he 
had placed BRANSTEN's name in nomination for the State’ Committee at the 
recent State Convention of the Gonnecticut CPA. BRANSTEN seemed surprised. 


On August 17, BRANSTEN forwarded a telegram to GEorssWrTENER,, 
c/o NAT C. GOLDSTONE Agency, 91-21 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood, California, 
advising that certain contracts had arrived and requested information con- 
cerning the amount of signatures required and the proper method of complet- 
ing these contracts. On subsequent dates BRANSTEN further communicated by 
telegram with WILWER relative to completing of the transaction of this 
business. On this date BHANSTEN made several unsuccessful attempts to 
contact JOHMGBRIDGE, of Stamford, Connecticut, a key Communist in that 
area. He also forwarded a telegram to Mr. and Mrs. JAX ERSTLEY, of 
717 North Crescent Drive, Beverly Hills, California, indicating happiness 
over the newspaper account of a court decision and requested that the 
GERSTLEYS visit the BRANSTENS in Connecticut in the autumn. 


Mr. ROBERTAPATTERSON, known member of the Norwalk Professional 
CP group, advised BRANSTEN of the date of the next professional group 
meeting to be held in Norwalk, but BRANSTEN advised him that he (BRANS TEN) 
would not attend as he had been assigned to another group. It will be 
noted BRANSTEN has been assigned by ANDREWYONDA , State Secretary of the 
CP, to the Norwalk Workers Group. 


- On this date BHANSTEN contacted IVEGRIDGE, wife of JOHN BRIDGE 
and cancelled the "Sunday business" due to the. illness of RUTH BRANSTEN. 


On August 18, 1945, a brs NOLL CAP (phonetic—possibly wee AOL 
CAP or $TOLLGUP)..of New York City, advised BRANSTEN that he was waitT 

at the’ Westport Railroad Station and after advising the individual that he 
would pick him up, BRANSTEN contacted GEORGE SELDES and stated that-he had 
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a friend with him and that they both would come immediately to the 
SELDES residence. ‘ ; 


On August 19, 1945, (Coaod Rana’, of New York City, con- 
tacted BRANSTEN who indicated\he had not’seen her for some time. GRACE 
and a fen were invited ANSTEN residence for that afternoon 
and she was further advised that RUTH BRANSTEN had suffered a nervous 
breakdown and that she had been taking benzedrine for three years which 
had contributed to her condition. 7 fo es . 

On August 20, 1945, a MrsoMAUSKNECHT, of Stony Brook, Connec- 
ticut, attempted to obtain the services of RUTEATCKENNY as a speaker at 
a party to be given by the caller for the Spanish Refugee Appeal. Also 
. on this date an unidentified woman attempted to obtain the services of 
. RUTH BRANSTEN as a speaker at n affair scheduled for August 25, 1945. 
It was stated that WELLL RERTLLIORE, radio commentator, had been originally 
scheduled but was now unable to attend because of another engagement. The 
unidentified woman stated further that she had called the office (possibly 
the New York office of "New Masses" magazine) in this regard with negative 
results. ; 


On August 21, 1945, RICHARD, BRANSTEN attempted to communicate 
with a New York City attorney, NATHAMAPTT, (phonetic) and stated, that he 
was a friend of WITT and had been advised to call him by CHARLE vi TZ 5 
a Los Angeles, California attorney. During the conversation with an 
office employee BRANSTEN stated that he had"quite an important thing to 
be handled", The informant learned on this date that RUTH BRANSTEN was 
staying at the Brevort Hotel in New York City, where she was apparently 
‘undergoing doctors! examinations and treatments relative to her physical 
condition. Also on this date BRANSTEN was contacted by ESTHER ------ 

: (office secretary of tféw Masses") who stated that ABE ------ (possibly 
fAGILL) had requested his presence at a "New Masses''‘office meeting on 
€ following day. . BRANSTEN stated that due to Mrs. BRANSTEN's illness 

he would be unable to attend. 


On August 24, 1945, RUTH BRANSTEN forwarded a telegram to ANATOLE 
*VOLKOV , of the USNavy, Hotel Governor Clinton, NYC, requesting that VOLKOV 
‘ and his female companion visit the BRANSTEN residence on that date. 


CO -¢ 
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On August 30, 1945, the BRANSTENS were invited to the 
HICKELSON's residence for the evening of September 1, at which time 
; RUTH BRANSTEN stated that Dre fGUNEERT (phonetic) was visiting their 
_ home and he Likewise was invited to the MICKELSONS. The informant 
further stated that GEORGE and HELEN SELDES were to be present on that 
occasion and the following day were to visit at the BRANSTEN residence. 


On August 31, 1945, BRANSTEN contacted GEORGE ,SELDES relative 
to a story about General SMEDLEY SUTLER and HERBERT ATOOVER, which had 
been published in the April 30, 1945 issue o Fact, During the 
conversation BRANSTEN indicated that inasmuch as he had to be very 
careful about the authority on certain information which he wanted to 
use in his autobiography of ex-president HOOVER and having run across 
this story, was interested in knowing if GEORGE SELDES had documentary 
evidence to support the information about HERBERT HOOVER which had ap- 
peared in "In Fact", ‘ SELDES stated that the story had been told to him 
by BUTLER and that ‘immediately thereafter he (SELDES) had written a 
memorandum concerning the facts of the interview which he had retained 
for future reference. He stated also that he had three letters about the 
matter from PAUL COMLE FNCH and two other individuals, that FRENCH had 
worked with BUTLER for several years and could be called BUTLER's Press 

~ Man. SELDES also stated that FRENCH had told him he was glad SELDES had 
printed the story because BUTLER had told him not to print it. The par- 
ticular quotation which BRANSTEN desired was as follows: 

z¢ vue 


'T kicked his -—- and him into the street, 

I did not know his name hor did I care who 

that coward was. Someone later told me that 

; that man's name was Hoover" 

The only other source for this information, according to BRANSTEN, was from 
a book written by one -----}HAMILL, whom BRANSTEN stated was a liar. Upon 
asking SELDES' permission or authority to use either SELDES or "In Fact" 
as the source for this information GEORGE SELDES immediately granted same 
and volunteered to contact FRENCH and obtain his authority for the use 
of FRENCH's letter concerning the matter. 


Additional conversation between BRANSTEN and SELDES at this time 
indicated that HELEN SELDES also had been on the verge of a nervous break- 


" 
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down and that her condition had become serious during the last few days. 
SELDES stated that on August 30, he had received a telegram from New 
Foundland, from VERA (possibly VE PARY) who had arrived in the US 
and in the telegram indicated that she was planning to stay at the Hotel 
Gladstone in NYC. She stated she desired to spend the Labor Day week-end 
with the SELDES. This request was declined by GEORGE SELDES in a letter 
to VERA due to HELEN SELDES' illness. He stated that a GENE XJHITACKER 
(possibly EUGENIA FOSTESAGHTTACKER) a girl friend of HELEN SELDES also 
had been scheduled to spehd Labor Day week-end at the SELDES residence 
and this had been called off. 


On September 6, 1945, a WILLT. GHLIN ‘oF FOOCKLIN (phonetic) 
advised RUTH BRANSTEN that he had jus’ “arrived in New York from California, 
that he was planning to go to Boston over the week-end and would stop off 
at the BRANSTEN residence en route. 


—_ 


Very truly yours, 


iia . ROGE# F. GIEASON Ay 


SAG 
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" Mr. Tolson 
TO: MR. BE. A. GAY 7 DATE: 9=28=5 Ie Siete = 
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. FROM: D. M. LADD — r 
SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was . 


INTERNAL SECURITY = C 


. In accordance with your request the following is submitted 
concerning the technical surveillance being naintained by the -New 
Haven Field Division on the residence of Richard Bransten at Westport, 
TONE. ihGR, CONT =32). 


Pama ree 
o You will recall that this surveillance is being maintained as a 
. possible source of information in connection with the progress being made 
' ™ by Richard Bransten in the preparation of a biography relating to former pee 
'' #yxvesident of the U, S. Herbert Hoover, ; HAY DLA EB. 
ae : or DESH 
Through this source it was recently learned that Bransten had: cs 


It is recommended that this surveillance be maintained until its - 
purpose has been served, 
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"REPORT MADE BY, , 
WHICH MADE 


19 ,27;8/1 phigh “HUGH Be min uce . 


"cunrigren’ OF, CASE” a 


Me 


INTERNAL smboRITY - ~ 0. 


's “ahs AKST -oceupies eecdine = room’ mt #21 ‘at ‘abies Lapeiy of. ‘Conteece ee 
: arid ‘sonbinués: “his. daily research, work. for the Biject Is ‘book: 
“on the® ‘Blography of ‘ex=President. HERBERT VBAKST .. -s, 
. ‘has made several. trips” “to: New York: City. fo° “obtain: ‘material ~~... 
: for ‘this research project.and was’ in New York from duly“ 2hith * 
a ‘bhyough. duly’. 29th. at which time it is: reported: thatihe = 
a _atbended thes ‘National. Comminist “Party - convention, there,’ 2 
. ralso’ attended’ the’ State CPA. “convention -in-Baltimore, ‘Md on“; 
Soly:. 22nd. and. August hy 195° at- which: time he. was. elected: ‘to. 
serve, on, the: -Constitubian | and By-Laws: Committee: Of: District =: 


Sof: the. CPA.’ BAKST sontisiues to. be" nee “an Communist ~ me 
1, affairs: in. DGs fe hac Le ae 


SawonmD 
7 ee a : 
_ Bureau, ‘pile’ “1090-80668: ' on a: 2 Se ae 
‘Letter’ from the Bureau aatea: ane 30; “iplis: . Re 
an of Special: Agent . HUGH: De- MeCULLOUGH. datea 
ths: 5 TO sab. sNephington y. D.C." es : 


. qontidentia: Informant D1" advised that sv BAKST’ ati ~ 
5 paantaiab “yeading. room, nutiber: 21 at: the. library of Congress. and works. 


_ there’. rapt ly. ‘This. informant, statedthat idee at QF. ae books: 
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requested by BAKST concerning this research are on the background and life 
of ex~-President of the United States HERBERT HOOVER and according to 

the application filed by BAKST when requesting this. reading room he was 

to do research work for RICHARD BRANSTEN who was writing a book concerning 
Hoovere This informant further stated that the reading room presently 
occupied by BAKST is contracted for until: Janz 15, 196 at which time 

it will, be necessary for BAKST to renew his application with the approximate . 
amount of time he anticipates to continue on his research project. _ 
This informant stated, however, that it has been indicated by Me 
BAKST that he intends to rem his application and that he doesnot antici~ 
pate finishing his research work concerning HOOVER before the middle of ~ 
196 and.possible the end of 196. The writer on the following dates «. 
July 19th and 27th and August 28 and September 12, 195 observed BAKST 


“to be working in reading room #21 at the Library of Congress and 


a check of. the books requested by BAKST on these dates verified ' 
the information furnished by Confidential Informant T-1 as to the 


. material concerning HERBERT HOOVER. It was further noted that BAKST 


spends approximately four to five hours each day on the days he was observed 
concerning this research work. Sa . 


. Confidential Informant T-2 advised that writer that SY-BAKST <‘..- 
had gone to New York City on several occasions recently in order to 
do: further research work concerning the material he was obtaining for 
RICHARD BRANSTEN.’ This informant advised that BAKST as told him that the 
material being gathered for the book that is to be written by BRANSTEN 

is being obtained in Washington and New York and that other than BRANSTEN . 
himself BAKST is the only person doing research work on this book. 


This informant further stated that BAKST has advised him’ that he has been 


‘working so hard on this research project that his eyes are troubling ‘him. 


very much and that doctors have advised that he ‘should do less 
reading and reserve his eyes before he loses his sights . However the 


-dnformant stated that BAKST does not put much faith in what his doctor: 


has told him and still. continues to do four or five hours research work: 


- daily on this work,’ Also the informant stated that SY has indicated that _ 
-he has considerable amount of ‘work to be done yet before completing the’ 


“ prdéject for the book of “RRANSTENSs - 


- ‘Confidential Informant T-3 advised that Doro STRANGE 
contacted JANTORYAKST, SYts wife, and was advised that he was in 

New York City attending the National Communist Political Association. 
Convention in that city from July 2hth through July 29the This informant 


' further stated that STRANGE told numerous individuals. that BAKST was 


attending the national convention unofficially but was intending to . 
furnish his employer RICHARD. ERANSTEN with the facts of the National 


.- Conventions 


Confidential Informant 1-2 elso advised that he had telked ~ 


-with BAKST since his return to New York and had been advised by BAKST 


that he had attended the National Convention and also had done research 


work on his book while in New York. from July 2h, through duly 29the  - 


on 


: 
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Confidential Informant ml, advised that BAKST had - 
att ended the State Convention of the CPA held in Baltimore, Maryland on 
July 22nd and August lth at which time BAKST had been elected to serve 
on the Constitution and By-Laws Committee for District #4 of the CPhe ~ 
iso this informant stated that RBAKST had been elected as Educational 
Director for the CPA in the District of Columbia and attended the - 
convention in Paltimore as an elected delegate. 


SY BAKST ene to be active in all Communist functions ’ 
in the District of Columbia and attends membership and executive 
meetings and other functions of the “Party 


The detailed activities of BAKST in the Local <Comupase 
party affairs is reported under a separate investigation of this office 
captioned SY ae Internal secu = Ce : 


-PENDING- | 


ad 
$ 


WFO (100-761 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION _ 


AT WASHINGTON, D. C. ~ Will follow and report SY BAKSTts 
activities in regard to the. “progress being made on the research work 
- concerning Ex-President of the United States HERBERT HOOVER. 
. ; fs . ae ! ot 
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T-L - Mr. D. B. PATTERSON, Superintendent of the reading 
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‘The above T=2,T=3, and T-l, temporary symbols 


are being use 
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a to further conceal the identity of the informants. 
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Untied States Department of Justice Pee rego i 
wr 510 Trust Company Building PS Pepe Hf 
HEE: mmm New Haven,10, Connecticut a Qe | 
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Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was RUTH cKemyatins TN was 
INTERNAL SECURITY C INTERNAL SECURITY Often, 
BUREAU FILE 100-80068 BUREAU FILE 100~13225 ip A 
i te 
Dear Sir:  mlck an 


Ce ean Oe Oa aes 


eye - October 4, Ay “T9h5 inclusive. 


; On September 9, 1945, an unidentified individual | possi- i CPD B| 
bly JO RIDGE >» Stamford, Communist, contacted RICHARD BRANSTEN inviting 
him to attend a meeting of a professional group, possibly at Stamford, where “ey 


the discussion concerned the classics and a book by the name, tSocialism ty 
and Utopia", Subject BRANSTEN accepted this invitation. The unidentified ‘3 
individual requested the assistance of RU! STEN in connection with the ™, 
organizational activities of thepThdépendent Citizens Committee of Arts, YY 
Sciences and Professions in his territory, saying ‘that there’ had been some 
Red baiting and” that he would like to have a famous name identified with i 
the Left Wing to be present. According to this informant, BRANSTEN agreed = 
to assist but stated that his wife would have to reply for herself. - 
On September 11, 1945, RICHARD BRANSTEN in a long conver—~ ~ 
sation with DAVE~--~--- discussed play writing techniques. BRANSTEN stated 
sbhat both he and RU KENNEY had resigned as contributing editors of = 
“New Masses" magazine but that their resignations had not been accepted. a 
“He did not amplify the statement. bi 
Te 
? On September 14, 1945, the BRANSTENS contacted a M. SS 
atk iitox at Darien, Connecticut, who has recently returned to the Uni ‘Btates S 
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- and been discharged from the Air Forces having ben on assignment in 
Europe with the OSS. It will be noted that the New Haven Office is , 
cee tly handling an investigation of this individual's wife , BEITY - 

Rs NOX,.in connection with an Internal Security R case in which New 
Se City is origin. , A short time later on this same date the BRANSTENS 
contacted the GEORGE. ESES and also invited them to their residence. 
and advised them that‘ Captain KNOX would also visit their residence that 
evening and was expected to provide a very interesting evening since he 
had just returned to this country after fighting with the Partis s in Italy. 
In furtherance of these plans the BRANSTENS also contacted HELEN? ES in 

_ New York City and made arrangements for her to be present with her husband. . 


On September 15, 1945, the informant stated. the BRANSTENS 
were seg a celebration at their home for the following day as one 
"Tas Gs Y had rap a Yee kth eaueS oa ssa The informant stated that 
ADAM ahd EVE raneAT 2nd GRACINGRANICH and a PIET A (phonetic) who 
had just art arri yed from e AGRA pad = BI Tater in the day other 


arrangements were made, for another social gathering which was to include the 
q LAPINS and the WILLIAI KES. . 


Fa On September 23, 419455 ROBERT HRATTERSON, a Westport Com- —— 
manist, invited RICHARD BRANSTEN, who avcepted, to a meting of the profes- ~~ 
“ sional group of the CPA, Norwalk, which was uO: be held ae the PATTERSON's 
house on September 26, 19456 / 


On September 27, 1945, RUTH BRANSTEN deceived a telephone 
call from one JEROME ~~-~-- (possibly V. J-JEROME). This individual spoke 
- with a definite foreign accent, was extremely cautious and throughout the 
conversation frequently implied that he would rather not ‘discuss certain 
matters over the telephone but would wait until he saw them personally. He 
planned to arrive at the BRANSTEN residence on September 29, 1945. In this 
connection this individual mentioned that “some people have been talking to 
me about some letters they have received and I thought it would be a good 
idea to talk things over with you old friends". (This very obviously is in 
connection with letters of criticism written by BRANSTEN and his wife to the 
: Daily Worker, the editors of "New Masses" ani to WILLIAM which letters 
- were critical of the national leadership). The individual named JEROME stated 
that he was making the call from the telephone booth and upon being advised 
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that the BRANSTENS had been in New York City a few days before and had 
attempted to call him at his office he immediately inquired if they had 
given a name or left any message and appeared relieved when the reply was 
in the negative. The informant advised on September 29,1945, that the 
individual named JEROME ~---~-~- had visited the BRANSTEN residence. 


: On October 2, 1945, RUTH BRANSTEN made a long distance 
call to GEORGENWTILLNER at Los Angeles, California, in which she stated that 
her story, "The Happy Man" had been turned down by Paramount. WILLNER, who 
is the BRANSTEN's agent in Hollywood, was asked by RUTH BRANSTEN how his , 
politics were and he replied that "they were red hot around here't. WILLNER 
also spoke to RICHARD BRANSTEN during this conversation. 


On this cee he SEYNOURSBAKST made a long distance tele- 
IG. 


phone call to his wife JAN. ST, Washington, D.C. from the BRANSTEN 
residence and indicated that he has been visiting the BRANSTEN residence 
obviously in connection with the work on the biography of Herbert Hoover, 
which biography is presently being written by RICHARD BRANSTEN. 


This informant has stated that both subjects continue to 
be in frequent contact with GEORGE and HELEN SELDES and LOUIS. and CLARA 
Yesath, ne are subjects of Internal Security C investigations in the New 

Haven and New York Field Divisions. 


rs 


Very truly yours, 


lager FUlaces a 
R F. Gleason 79” 


SAC 
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Director : Ae 
F. Be Le i af a RR ae ay 
Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was, arate aoe 
INTERNAL SECURITY... .C 
BUREAU FILE NO. 100-80068 
Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau teletype dated 
October 19, 1945, in the above matter. 2 


m WA September 15, 1945, nusonpa told PEARL— 
x RUSSO, according aa apene Informant CNHT-37 » that she had 
‘/Sheard in passing thab stbject had "dropped out" and had resigned 
from the\/New Masses". Additional information concerning this con- 
versation\ is set out in letter dated September 28, 1945, entitled, 
"ANDREW RUDOLPH NDA, was, INTERNAL SECURITY C" to which reference was 
made in Bureau teletype. . 
Reference is also made to letter from the New : 
Haven Field Division dated October 11 p945 » entitled, "RICHARD BRANSTEN, 
was » INTERNAL SECURITY C; RUTH McKENNS -BRANS TEN > was, INTERNAL SECURITY 
C" in-which it is noted that identhal Informant CNHT-38 on September 
11, 1945, reported a conversation’ between the sub ject a VDAVE ~----- 
in hich sub ject stated that both he and RUTH /MeKENNY had\Submitted 
resignations as contributing editois to "New lasses" but that their 
resignations had not been accepted. +. sags 


Very truly yours, 


p50 gape yy J xo- Go0bg- 137 
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To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. : ; : : 
4 . Transmit the following message to: $a, Now Haven  UWROENT AND CODS : 
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a RICHARD BLANSTEN, VAS, IS-C. REURLET SSPPAIZIR TWENTY-EIGHT Lis? ENTITLED 
aA ANDREY HUDOLPS OUDA, WAS, IS-G. TMUEDIATELY ADVISE BUREAU DATE OF RECELPS 


OF INFORIATION CONCERNIEG RESIGNATION Of SUBJECT UNDER NANE BRUCE MNTON 
FRO! NEW HASSES AND COMMUNIST PARTY AND FURNISH ANY ADDITIONAL DSTATLS Not 
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TO : fhe Director , ‘ DATE: : 


FROM : Ds Me Ladd 


SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, with 
._ INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 


FB ySHEBERERRAGE 


You will recall that in the rough draft of Chapter V of the 
biography of Herbert\Hoover, which is being prepared by Richard Bransten, 
there is a story to the effect that General Smedley DAButler of the United 
States Marines was a Ideutenant in the relief detachment\that lifted the 
siege of Tientsin during the Boxer-Rebellion in China and that when the 
detachment arrived in Tientsin, they found all of the able-bodied men on the 
wall protecting the foreign section and were told that the women and children 
-were in a cellar. According to this story when Butler entered the cellar, 
he found one man cowering among the. frightened women and children. Butler 
reportedly stated: "I kicked his and him into the street. I did not 
know his name nor did I care who that coward was. Someone said later that 
man was an engineer named Hoover." 


~ 


ure: ‘Through the technical surveillance being maintained on the residence 
of Richard Brangsten in Westport, Connecticut, it was learned on August 31, 
1945, that Bransten had found this story concerning General Butler and.” + 
Herbert Hoover while reading the April 30, 1945 copy of the news letterN!In _ 
Fact," which, you will recall, is published by George Seldes and which’wa: 
originally established by: Seldes.and Richard Bransten. Through the technical 
surveillance it was learned that Bransten contacted George¥Seldes and requested 
the source of these data and was advised that Seldes had obtained these data 
from General Butler himself-and: that Seldes also had three letters concerning 
the matter from Paul Comley*french and two other individuals. French was 

said to have worked with General BUtlér“for several years as his pressman. 
Bransten requested permission to use the letters and the data in his 
biography of Herbert Hoover inasmuch as the only evidence he had concerning 
that particular matter was obtained from a book by one Hamill whom Bransten 
characterized as a liar. Bransten stated it was his intention to document 
with evidence the statements made in his biography of former President 

Hoover as he had to be "very careful what he writes." ng 


Seldes recalled that the above were the very words he had been 
told by General Butler and immediately after the interview with Butler, he 
had written a memorandum on the matter for future reference and was positive 
it was correct. Seldes expressed pleasure in being able to assist Bransteri 
in this regard and at Bransten's request, unqualifiedly gave his permission 
to be used as the source of these data and volunteered to obtain authority 


from Paul Comley_french_for Bransten to use the data which French had 
supplied. COPIES DESTROYED 
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Memorandum for the Director 


Reference to "In Fact!" for April 30, 1945 discloses a story 
prompted by the death of Lieutenant Colonel Henry Leonard, who reportedly 
was counsel for Major General Butler when the latter faced court martial 
for an alleged insult to Mussolini. In 1931, in a speech in Philadelphia, 
General Butler repeated a story previously told by pomeine Mente 
that while Mussolini and Vanderbilt were driving through a Italian tow, 
Mussolini ran over a child and then stated: ‘Never look backward, Vander- 
bilt. What is one life in the affairs of state?!t Butler in his speech 
Called Mussolini a wild mad dog and President Hoover ordered the Secretary 
of the Navy to prefer charges against Butler. The story in "In Factt 
quotes the railroad weeklyXLabor't as stating that nothing came of the 
proceedings after Butler and: onard had indicated their determination to 
fight. 


"In Fact" states that General Butler stated he did not think 
President Hoover would ever let the case come to trial. "Hoover sent 
his aide to me, ‘said Butler.! /T saidg* put me on the stand and you'll hear 
the story of the\Boxer Rebellion:'t "In Fact" states that General Butler 
was released cant immediately. The story is then told conceming 
Butler finding a man cowering among the women and children in the cellar 
in Tientsin. 
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LAN Pursuant to your request, there is attached hereto 2 copprshensiva 


stamary of pertinent information avalleble with xoference to Richard Bransten 

who writes under the name of: Breee Minton. He was active in the New York 

area Prom avout 1935 to Neverbex dy 1hls at Washington, D. Se, from 

Novenber I, 191, to about. April 1, hh; ab bes Angeles, California, frox 
April 1, 1kh, to about June 15, 1945} and has been active in Veatsort, Connoctieut, 
and Tew York since that tine, While in Los Angelos he was Wort Geast Editor of 
"Wor Masses, oe oS 


‘Richard Bransten was born February 2h,.1906, at San Francisco, Califoraia. 
‘Ae clains to hold 4 degrée of Bachelor of Arts in English Literature from Harvard - 
_ University and to have studied English iterature for tiirteen months ab Leland 
Stanford University. Passports worc issued to him for travel in several Eyropean 
countrins on Decomber 20, 1926, Avrtl. 26,: 1933, and: Augest 6, 1937, The last. 
nenttioned passport was tesued in connection with his -enployment in Spain to gather 
caterlal for publications ie : a ee Ps — 
~ He married Loulae Rosenberg oa June ly 1929, and has : 
f= by this marniage. Louise Bransten divorced the subject at Rone, 


Neyadny July 26, 1937. Although thoy ore divorced, Louise Bransten and the ae 
subject are on axivoncly friendly terns. Louse Rosenberg ie bho daughter of ? 
dbrahenyRosenberg, deceased, who left an astate af w29239,000 in 1929. Of this 

amounts 500,000 was left in trust for Louise Rosenbe MBransten. Louise. 


Eronsten io @ very active Conunist who appears. to ba dantrdbubing aubstential 
J suns to various Communist causes, Bo. 8 : 


‘ : : i a : 
Ww gleY Richard Branston married Buti Wetenney at Now Ut 

Re August 12, 1937. She te the author off "Industrial Valloy,™ J 

. ae "hy Sister Eileen,” tho lotter of which achioved 
eV 


acway and later as 4 noticn picture, Shope S:BLeg f 


Throush atrictly confidential means, Ainyay 
the subjecty under the name of Brace Yinton, hel 


fy where he was first assigmed to Branch Hof tho Nerthvest 


+ Tol 
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on et bi é SARE 


by | 2 9 FEB 15 1974 A a a 


32 oie Lg Wem ty led bs 
i}: 18) ed} RES MARES given y 
Heyy Serial, 


The technic. es eee maintained on ore Bransten acta during 
; the forepart ef January, 1945, that Louise Bransten had inforried an unidentified . 
i individual that she undersivod Richard Eransten is pene oe aie ; 
Sommntst : Hovensnt in the near fature. 


he subject has ton active in the Yew Forte. area, vashington, De Ges * 
‘and Los Anreles,’ Golifortiia, . in activities of the Commmnist Farty and the’ -- 
‘Communist Toliticel Association, consisting of attendance at conventions and other 
. teebings, recruiting of members, naga of ae ans teich on. of oo 
Eropaganday ang other Fee activities. me ake an 


$e has. been a meaber of the National. Gonatl ttoe for ‘hs 3 Defensa of: . 
Political, Prisoners, later knonn as the fitfenal. Comittee for Peoples? Righta, | a3 


har 


gos _ the International Labor tefense, the- ‘League. of American Griters, the American 


. Peace Uobilization, the Schappea Defense Committec, and. the Washington Bookshop. 
._ He. bas delivered inourerable speeches ind lectures at meet! ings of the Conmunist 
"- Harty ang the Communist, Polktieal Agsociation 4 before. other” organizations. - 
fie jontacts 4 inde ie “ pheselt’® "Bronder', 2; oor an beth... 
yan Grenville ce as pin, Albert Eplumberg, A non, Cayd. -/ - 
etiver, John Hom : aay: and obhien ‘ae ea @ and Anirban i 
aft 


3, 


- tm 2s 1540, he- pasa asdociated with Georg 
. pabishtg the neusletter, Sin Fact. oa 


a Since about: 1935; he hes pac, peer es with eter Nesnes.1 “he? : _ rae, 
petra lg ae of. the. Peoples! Educational: center, ‘Los Angeles, for the spring 

- “berm, 1745, indicates thak he was an Editorof "Nex Raspes" in cide 
ve plaice ahy was. Mashington ‘Editor an WG-18. Be 


“While, Washington sera. he. ‘condsted. a cela 4 in 2 a Nasses" ment, 
Watch on the Potomic. nny ” 


‘elutes in promoting nd 


Ae . 


me ta: the 2 Yauvariy ih 1643, 4 agie of : Het tansest. he published: a} 
os arbinle entitled, “Sashinston's Cliveden Seb —~- Appeaser hots Who," th woh 
'h@ charged that Friendship House,.the home of Dvalyn 1 Taiter ean, wag. Pike -°. 
| Fetidesvous of feeriests tiviichren.! He* lege that most. of her brace aes 
; ney a ‘and admired mthe devious af: Sec . Among the’ ne 
": he @lagsified as "apreaserg" vere Marti on Bento dues er. 
Hyo, Senator Eobert ich ge bone Janes 3 Ugatltont awh, and 3. Papa Aoovor.. 
1: Med. Seboan ansuccesefaliy “abtempted to obtain from the United Statéa # tiorhey ~~ 
ce” Bt ans cate! Be Ge a) a Warrant ‘for ee axrest: for Seeoet 1 bel in the. ee pe 


: 


 «‘PUblicnticn of this arbicles daxog H, Ry Cromwell brouch} sult againat subtect 
and Veally Urased, Tngerporaied, publishers of “er Lassen," which was subsequently 

settled by Weekly Cassas, Incorporated, by the payment of "a aubetantial sun? 

- $o Cromvell. and the publiesbion of @ rebeagtion af the charges male in Branstents 
aviidle linking Crocweli with the Nanponderne! : ea: 


> Batanutent alleo plarined te deliver, on Caxeh $, hts a broodeast on tine — 
_ Pavehased by’ the Counts Terty over Statdon VORt, which wag to be cevolsd to a 
 ; further denunciation of the Oliveden Set. Tetmisa of the objentions of « stock - 


“ 


solder of Ghe bronteasting coxpany, he wan rrevented from making the broudeashs - 


NG articlass 


a, g Ht MGR Lon bo hike writings in ‘New Fawseas" Branaten de Wie author of _- 
| Bex “ho Lead Labor," of which JokuyStiark te a doaubhor; The Sek Tens and the 

* Peery" sise eoauthored by dobn Stuarbhy and STha Fastlet Menace ig tha Ui Me 
\ has vrliten for Federated Preas and haw weltten several reviews of books and 


:  Branusten te rot enfaged in the reoreration of & blograpigt of tomer 
Uronicent derbarb Hoover. . Sined ab Least Sentember. 20, LWhhy ho has bec asoleted 
in tile projeck by Seysoupakst, 2 -venr aobive member of the Communist Party and 
Yep Vonritriak Political Asdnedution in the Gtisieiot of Columbia, who te in charge — 
| Of the research work on tho Blographi. Ib has been stated that he ie to reseive 
— -R6OOO For tain work and that. ne is to be nentioned in the biography ag Having 
‘been in charge of roscarch, ' The subjict has. received letters Pron Doris Gelmeider, 


La Harcourt, Drags, gad Compyny, rublishors, How York Giby, and an. Indtet 


_ gonmecked with Harcourt, Brabey arid Coaniny, whose stenature wie atletble, bub: 


whe ia believed to bu Fronktebley since the diobatiat initials onfthe Letter — 
werd TV, rc. Branston bas also vecelved a letter from Allen tyGollins, = 
. Brggldent of Gurbis Drew, Limited, ter York City. Loris Schneider shated in - 


her Letter a2 March 29) ley "tte good the Hoover book progresses and I weld — - ae 


_ Bee-the San Franolach Conference may have an important. bearing om your sbory et 


2 She wylter of the other letter, dated April 2, 19b9, from laranizh, Bracdy. 

and Company, believed to be Frank Morley, requested that Branston "keep ug posted 
regarding tho Loovest book, Mrs Collins inquired of rs. Bransten in his lottey, 
“Who Ze Bishied gebbing on wbth the book snd whon does he think he wil? he -_ 
Hiniduad? T ac sending all doouments to Pronk Lortey so that be ew brine himaolt 
up to, date on the love Life of the Branstens,! Cee a aia 


 /. 7°. Rap Les Anreles Peld office hag obtained by strictly oonticential ae 
waaay, Photographic coplen of the work so for completed by subject on the blographys 
Tho fivexpage foraword indleates the nuxpose of the aubhor is to analyze the. 
career Of Herbert Mecvor, who manired to rise’ from rathex bumble origin tea 
. posdiion of international proninence and then in Wnre of oriela, chose the courde. 
of “Fasolons The thtle of the back apparently will he Wefcat — Tho Sbhory of 


Pe 


sot St 


“ ee 
. : ? ; 
g 
. = 
* 


Herbert. Hoover." the thres shepherd deal with terbort Hooverts boyhood and 
ila yeare at Stanford Ualyersity. Muterous references and Ubrary citations = | 
tpon which subject hae dyatm have beot made avatlables Subject bas anrroxinately 
. $000 5 2 8 cards with typertities excerniie von Tibyary and newapmmer publications | 
 tepeeding Honver, whloh were prepared by Gaynour Bakst ond forwarded to subjects 
Tt was Loaraed that. subject wrote ta Herbert Hoover after doing conpldersbly, 
sagoanehy informing him he was coaterplating doing a biography of his life and 
Fequesting cortola badmound Infomotions ins Hooyer replied, foraiching a — 
dish of soforendes and calling mbjeshis attention to tho Tach that dt wae the 
. privgtlese of anyone In this comiry ta do « blegraghy af anyono he chon and thak - 
_ all the telotin’ could hone foc wae that 1h would be pocerate ond truthfte Uae 
Hosvor assed tho cubjeot whethox he was ShiLL © a worbet of the Commie’ — 
Po'itied Awsoclztion® and a writer fox Nit Segseg. Tn eeplyings subject adeitied 
. wewborahip tm the Cuwmintsk Pollidenl Ageouiation, whose nechings he attends ° 
mowan? tions Ho stated ho sitll contelbated to "ew Hegses and expreased 
vograi that Yorbert Soover had classified himeglf av a fvlotin,® stating that 
aitusuch his politica views ditfercd substantially from those of Nerbert Hooyetty 


he intended that the blowoniyr should be hobh acenralé ond tratttl, 


- Gh of Chapter Five of the bierrovhy’ bas been ride avatiahle af.” 
Vostroch, Cosnactidut.  Chogéet Bivg dotld ath the succsasiul afforte of 
Hethert Reaver In China te obtain popeeasion of the wines and properties of the 
ect en and Pneinewring Company for Howick, Moreing ani Company, a Sebbisk 
argadlantion Bt, aS OG NE Ey Sn o> ame en ats 


YT. Ex Corot, A wolleancn Comuniaty haw weltten. sbjech, etabinn: 


thet he-wax oaitie anthastastio aboot subjects book and Ehot he beldoved the.” 


subject would be pleased to lnow- he bad discussed the question with "eceads: ea 


Bromdes," who aumend that tan eontesplated approach te the Life of Uerhort 


- CHeovee wair a very good and, 


eas . Sisdesk Gratuiben and bin wits aainisiacd beak accounts eb tho Villers 
Tanck of the Secuntty First Netional Bunk, Vootwiod, Low Ancolew, Califormiag 
the Beverly Hive Branch of the California Panik in Beverly Hitie, and the - - 
Surget Clack Eranek of the Sack of Ancrida in fou doneliny Th hoe Goon xeporbed — 
thab bn olde the Branstasa sold tye aiden pleburs: stories to Twantieth Centuxy>  -. 
For Studios reportedly for 928,000 pach, Theis Incense for Tol tam been _ 
ie ipiertped astirated ab 940,000 be the Retail Morghante Credit Ansodiation. . 
“Sn Los Aupeles. > ae eS an a : 


_ | | > Corpidersble financial, ronources are available to tho subjech bhrdagh. 
hie pet xadearces and those ef hic whfe, Ruth Uetonriery ond hie former wife, — 
' Loukas Hosanberg Brancteas, Branston in I9ll velued bis tevectuente in stocks 
“gad botdia af 055,000 to ChO,cGo, ma j ee . 
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so”) Qhwourh tho technica) survollance on Andie PudolphOndg, head of tha | 
Conminist Fark for the State of Connsckieut, 1% has beert learned that Branster, undey 
. the pang of Bruce iintes, has dropped ont of the Comuundst Party aid xesipned fron. 
"ay Sasteas ‘This otuteronk wag cade by Rath Onda, wife of dvdrow Oidaa There - 
ip Gonsiderable avideica to vorréborate thig Information, includine a turber of 
Gratis of artioles and lebices to "ew Tagsas" renoverad fron the trach ab the 
Brancton redidance witch Indicate the dematiefseiion of the Braisteue with the 
‘Publi onticn and disclose thels reetontions from fhoie piedéfons ac eobrtbubting 
. Btlltors of “how Eagsess Throuph the icchnienl wurvelianec-on the Bransten 
rasigencs Ui hag beer earned tek an individuel by the nane.of Joroney pensibly ©. - 
Scentical with Ve Es doromy hag bern tn contest with Tre.’ Brannten in an apparent 
alfort. to offen. 2: reconelizabion between the Rranatere and the Commict Party. 


: Agtive tnvesitention bf Rebard Branston and Seymour Beek dw 
_ sontinming and a teehnieal surval liege is maintained wb Draetena venidenety 
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; Mr. Nease 


Miss Gandy 


| 
| Tate tion: has. peanveencrgad: thal Richard Bransten, .. who. Writes 
under r the e_name of ‘Brucé: a anton jand. is. prepara e a. Piographyof | Herbert. ‘Hoover, ; 


| Communist Party. 


w 
— 


Although this information is rather startling, in view of the fact 
that Bransten has been connected with the Party and New Masses since about: 
1935, there are many circumstances tending..to. corroborate. the. information. 


i 


This information was received through the technical surveillance on 
Andrew Rudolpk’Onda, the principal Communist functionary in the State of 
Connecticut. By means of this surveillance, RuthOnta, wife of Andrew-Ohda, 
was heard to state that Bruce Minton had dropped"out of the Party and had 
also resigned from New Masses. Ruth Onda stated that Minton had sakd that 
he did Aot like the national setup and Would like to see John7ifilliamson and 
_ Geng-Pennis out of the Party. He also stated that he did not ‘think William Ze 
| _“” Foster was any "great shakes," Through this technical surveillance ‘Pearl. , 
Russo, another Communist functionary in Gonnecticut, stated that she had not ; 
' heard of Minton's resignation and: tha test @ had just sent out his transfé gerd 
and he would have to send her a a noted ay 72D oy aa 


Rn 
| Gorroborative of this infor! rN vis & (2G = goby be =/, koe 
| (Bransten, from Richard's mother, Mrs. oe of| 2275 Broadway, “San 
| “Francisco s California, “dated August il, 1945}, * 1686 eg ned @romytrash discarded 
at the Bransten residence, .Westport, Connecticut, “GE “ghich firs. Charles , 
Bransten made the'following statement, "I_am _am, happy__ang, - relieved +t that you both both 
* have_decided.to, give up.polities. I thenzwish. You.-would .go.. further a "and. Te-" } 


Sign from the party and keep. yourselves free from any labels and obligations. 


I think your work will benefit by it, you wouldn't thén have to think "I ‘ 
mustn't say this or that as it might conflict with Party ideas," Io MW 


Further corroboration is furnished by other material recovered fron 
trash discarded by the Branstens in the form of several letters and drafts 
of letters. It is not definitely known whether any of this material was 
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THIS MEMORANDUM IS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES 


| TO BE DESTROYED AFTER ACTION IS TAKEN AND NOT SENT TO FILES 
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Memorandum for The Director October 19,1945 


formation obtained through the technical surveillance on Andrew Onda suggests 
that some of this material was probably mailed in one form or another. Under. 
date of August 17, 1945, Bransten and his wife composed a draft of a letter to 
the editors of New Masses, which they desired*tobe made public in the colums 
of New Masses. It dealt with New Masses for August 14, and characterized the 
magazine as defunct in type and in fact.  Under.date of August 19, 1945, Richard 
Bransten prepared correspondence to the editor of New Masses indicating that 

: Bransten and his wife desired to state publicly their disagreement and their 
decision to disassociate themselves from "a magazine which is not only not 
fulfilling its function but actually holding back the progressive Communist 
movenent.'"' There has also been recovered an undated iNet addressed” 

\e 


| 
mailed in the form in which it was recovered from the trash. However, the in- 


"Comrades" and signed by the initials "RM and BM" (Ruth cKenney and Bruce 

j Minton) which was probably prepared to be enclosed with letter of August 
19 mentioned above, offering their resignation as contributing editors of 
New Masses effective immediately and requesting that their names be removed 
from the masthead of the magazine. Nine reasons for this action are set forth 
in the undated letter, which also stated that it was the writers! hope that 
in the future they should again be associated with New Masses, but that the J 
magazine was now in the doldrums. 


Another draft of a letter addressed "Dear Comrade Foster't and dated 
August 29, 1945, attempts to explain the decision of Bransten and his wife 
in ‘resigning as editors of New Masses in the light of New Masses "desertion! 
‘of its role. 7 

A draft of a six-page article probably written by Bransten or his. 
wife, as a result of reading the August 28, 1945, issue of New Masses, has also 
been recovered which points out the opinions of the writers and again offers 
their reSignations as contributing editors of New Masses. 

There also have been recovered numerous drafts of attempts by 
Bransten and his wife to prepare an article severely criticizing New Masses 
and its editorial board. The indecision in their attempts is evidenced by 
numerous changes in title. Several of which are,as follows: "Save the New 
Masses"; “Arguments Pro-borio, the One Sided"; "Rise Up Outraged New Massés aa 
Readers"; "Threshing Out,a Few Little Differences with the Board of Editors 
of the New Masses Magazine"; and "To Arms! Rise Up, Outraged New Masses 
Readers." This article is severely critical of the contents of the August 28, 
1945, New Masses, and concludes that New Masses as of September PO, 1945, is 
in the opinion of the writers morally, politically and financially bankrupt. 


This material will be incorporated in tiie comprehensive summary 
memorandum relating to Richard Bransten, but I thought you would like to have - 
the information promptly in view of the indicated break between Bransten and 
the Communist Party and New Masses. , 


the Communist Party is caused by the fact that-his own views are far. tothe 
left of those of the, Communist. Party atthe present.time. 
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In accordance with your request there is attached hereto an 
analysis of that portion of Bransten's biography of Herbert#Hoover which 
has so far been made available in rough draft. The part so far made 
available consists of a foreword and Chapters I, II, Tit, and Vv. A 
photographic copy of this material has been placed in the loose-leaf binder. 


This draft of Chapter III was secured at New Haven and appears 
to be more recent than the one which was made available at Los Angeles. 


In the foreword Herbert Hoover is characterized as a Fascist. 
Bransten states: "The danger of Fascism ends only when its disciples have . 
been obliterated politically and socially, as well as on the field of battle," 


; Chapter I deals with Hoover's life as a boy at West Branch, Iowa. 
His boyhood is characterized as unhappy and painful, leaving him a brooding 
solemn lad. His father, an ineffectual rebel against Quaker restrictions, 
and his mother, a deeply, even fanatically, religious woman, died when he 
was small, making it necessary for him to live with relatives. 
Chapter II deals with Hoover's life in Oregon, most of which was 
spent under the guardianship of his uncle, Dr. John Minthorn. Minthorn 
is characterized in the biography as greedy and cruel. His effect upon 
Hoover was to make him even more moody; sullen and taciturn, TADS a 
i - OVS DIS 
“ Chapter IIT deals with Herbert Hoover's life at Leland ‘Stantont = 
Junior University, His alleged difficulties with the English langage are yo 
continually referred to, It is stated that he talked in a tongwe-tied, é 
faltering and uneasy way and that "he shied away from words as though he 
disliked and distrusted the taste of them,' . ‘ 


\ Considerable space is devoted to the effects of the philosophy 
and teachings of Dr, David Starr Jordan upon Hoover. According to the 
biography, Jordan felt that it was wrong to waste compassion on the victims’ 
of the enterprising. The impoverished were responsible for their fate since 
they were inferior in character and energy and in their souls and to offer 
charity to these miserable dupes of their own depravity only bred further 
incompetence and laziness. Dr. Jordan, however, distinguished between “the 
Lord's poor" and "the Devil's poor, 
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Memorandum for The Director 


Cd 


The Lord, according to Dr. Jordan, has sympathy for poverty caused 
by sickness, misfortune, lack of training or lack of power, while the Devil 
Claims those sunk into pauperism caused by indiscriminate giving and getting 
something for nothing. The lesson to be drawn from Dr. Jordan's teachings, 
according to Bransten, is that the competitive system is ordained by God 
and Nature; socialism, which is nothing less than the community of property, 
breeds pauperism, and its result is debilitation and degeneracy. 


The biographer adds: "Herbert Hoover took this wisdom to heart, 
adding his ow logical deductions that to the strongest belong the spoils, 
and the struggle for personal fortune, by whatever means the struggle is 
advanced, is the healthy way of life, the opposite of degeneracy. It is 
a tribute. to Dr. Jordan that after Hoover amassed his impressive personal 
fortune he refused ever to give alms to those who asked for help until he 
had investigated the supplicant's background and the reason for his desperation. 
If in Hoover's judgment the man were worthy, then Hoover offered him a job 
so that the man and his family could eat bread earned honestly and in a self. 
respecting manner, But if he turned out to be one of Dr. Jordan's paupers, 
Hoover did not give aid to the 'Devil's poor'." 


According to the biography, Dr. Jordan also taught that some men, 
for instance the yellow races, are born inferior. The student magazine and 
newspaper at Stanford approved the .doctrine of innate inferiority and printed 
innumerable stories illustrating the "dishonesty", "lack of cleanliness" and 
"moral laxity" of the Chinese, the Negroes, the Jews, and the immigrants from 
Southern and Eastern Europe. Since the rising labor movement appealed to 
such "dangerous" elements, labor unions were considered a menace to the free 


spirit and free enterprise that had built the United States into a great 
nation. 


Chapter V of the biography deals with the successful efforts of 
Herbert Hoover to obtain possession of the mines and properties of the Chinese 
Mining and Engineering Company for Bewick Moreing and Company, a British 
organization. According to the biographer, Hoover took advantage of Chang 
Yen-Mao of the Chinese company when the latter was placed under protective 
arrest during the Boxer Rebellion and had been ordered executed by the Provost 
Marshall. After the order for his execution was countermanded, Hoover per- 
suaded Gustav Detring, Chang's trusted adviser, to put pressure on Chang 
to turn the properties over to a British company. Chang was not in a position 
to bargain and gave Detring the power of attorney to handle the property of 
the Chinese company as he saw fit in the interest of the shareholders. Hoover 
then persuaded Detring to transfer to him, Hoover, as agent for Moreing, all 
of the properties of the Chinese Mining and Engineering Company. 


Memorandum for The Director 


This chapter points out Hoover's alleged contempt for the Chinese 


. and the fact that although he was paid by Chang, he was primarily a scout 


for Moreing. It also raises some question as to Herbert Hoover's conduct 
during the siege of Tientsin while the Boxer Rebellion was in progress. 
The biographer relates a story allegedly told by General Smedley D. Butler 
otf the United States Marines, who at the time of the Boxer Rebellion was 

a lieutenant in the relief detachment that lifted the siege of Tientsin. 
According to this story, Butler found one man cowering in a cellar among 
the frightened women and crying children and kicked him into the street. 
He did not know this man's name but someone later said that the.man was an 
engineer named Hoover, Bransten professes to doubt this story, stating that 
Hoover's character makes it unlikely that he should suddenly be paralyzed 
by physical fear. 


Through the technical surveillance being maintained on the residence 
of Richard Bransten in Westport, Connecticut, it was learned on August 31, 
1945, that Bransten had found the story concerning General Butler and Herbert 
Hoover while reading the April 30, 1945, copy of the news letter "In Fact" 
which is published by George Seldes and which was originally established by 
Seldes and Richard Bransten. Through this source it was learned that Bransten 
contacted George Seldes and requested the source of these data and was advised 
that Seldes had obtained them from General Butler and that Seldes also had 
three letters concerning the matter from Paul Comley French and two other 
individuals. French was said to have worked with General Butler for several 
years as his press man. Bransten requested permission to use the letters and 
data in his biography of Herbsrt Hoover inasmuch as the only evidence he had 
concerning that matter was obtained from a book by one Hamill whom Bransten a 
characterized as a liar. Bransten said that it was his intention to document 
with evidence the statements made in his biography of former President 
Hoover as he had to be "very careful of what he writes." 


Seldes recalled that the words "I kicked his ..... and him into the 
street. I did not know his name nor did I care who that coward was. Someone 
said later that man was an engineer named Hoover." were the very words he had 
been told by General Butler and immediately after the interview with Butler, he 
had written a memorandum on the matter for future reference and was positive 
that it was correct. Seldes expressed pleasure in being able to assist 
Bransten in this regard and at Bransten's request, unqualifiedly gave his per=- 
mission to be used as the source of these data and volunteered to obtain 
authority from Paul Comley French for Bransten to use the data which French 
had supplied. 


Memorandum for The Director 


"In Fact" for April 30, 1945, contains a story prompted by the death 
of Lieutenant Colonel Henry Leonard who reportedly was counsel for Major General 
Butler when the latter faced court martial for an alleged insult to Mussolini. 
In 1931 in a speech in Philadelphia, General Butler repeated a story previously 
told by Cornelius Vanderbilt to the effect that while Mussolini and Vanderbilt 
were driving through an Italian town, Mussolini ran over a child and then stated 
"Never look backward, Vanderbilt, What is one life in the affairs of state?" 
Butler in his speech called Mussolini a wild, mad dog and President Hoover 
ordered the Secretary of the Navy to prefer charges against Butler. The story 
in "In Fact" quotes the railroad weekly "Labor" as stating that nothing came of 
the proceedings after Butler and Leonard had indicated their determination to 
fight. - 4 


"In Fact" states that General Butler indicated he did not think 
President Hoover would ever let the case come to trial. "Hoover sent his 
aide to me, 'said Butler.' I said: put me on the stand and you'll hear the 
story of the Boxer Rebellion." It is stated in "In Fact" that General Butler 
was released almost immediately. The story is then told concerning Butler 
finding a man cowering among the women and children in the cellar in Tientsin, 


_sinorsis¢ OF’ acts: “SY: BAKST. éontinues desearchi work’ edn! ‘thie: e Mbrary: of. eter 
Pate te + Gongreas ” ‘for. the -beok: being written by. Sires co 
_ Vom the life of former President, HERBERT, HOOVER... On°:’ 
. Novewiber*13; : “1945, ‘BAKST requested an extension ‘from ,,’ 
_ the. Library” of Congress for. the: Reading. Room, which: 
oe * indi dates -the> ‘fesearch: project will. continue after . 
| _ / December: Bay. cthe- extent of the. ‘present. permission. 
."- BAKST. continues ‘his acbivities*in Communist. affairs~ 
. Jand-at a recent donvention: of ‘the Washington, Ds Cs, 
Conitiants pee was: slected: ‘Education, Rata ; 


sontidentia i inforaizit, ‘ed: advised” “bie: wmiiver that’ fro: iis 
BAKST.. continues to spend the’ greater, part of the: day? in. ‘she, 
eq to him at the: Jabrary of: Gorigress, ” ‘ continuing Hh 
reséarch project: “Which ‘he, is” performing : for. ‘RICHARD BRANSTEN.. 
5 further. learned: from this* informant: ‘that “on November 13; 1945 AKST: 
a ‘neque: Ged-.an. éxtenSion, of. the time” granted - him by the. Tibrary’ sift = 
; rm this ‘research ‘work. Which :at, the* presént extends’ to Dé¢ember “31, 
uber 15;° 1945, the writer “observed Subject “hin: ‘Reading: “Root 21 - 


_p SPECIAL. AGENT _- 
JN CHARGE- } 


. oe ees a ee 
Ve 8. GOVERNMENT RRINTING OFZICE --9-- 2034" - , 


WEO = 100—'7461 


of the Library of Congress. 


Tt has been further determined that BAKST is stall. active “in. the 
affairs of the Communist Party in Washington, De Ge, and that he has’ attended 
membership and executive meetings held during the period since the last report 


_ and is presently acting as Education Director for the ae Come tuee of the 
Tealeneton Communist Partye 5 


so The activities of BAKST in avy Coninidiats avy affairs are carried 
under’ a separate investigation in this office captioned SY BARST, INTERNAL” 
aaa — Got ; 


EY 


=PENDING- - 


“WFO — 100~7461 


“UNDEVELOPED TEAD - 
THE UASHENGTON FIELD’ DIVESION . 


AT. WASHENGION 2 De Ce 


Will continue to. report the progress being made by SY BAKST 
-. on the research being, performed at the Library of rece 
‘for RICHARD BRANSTEN. ; 


WFO = 100~7461 _ 


- CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT 


Tel Ae iawaurms, dsststent Superintendent of Reading Rooms, 5 labraxy of 
Congress, Washington, | De Co 
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TO + DIRECTOR, F.B.I. . DATE: November 
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fe 
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Tig, TYECY -q.cnesnnene i 


ROM : SAC, WHW HAVEN 


wy UBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was. Tite CAE -menennee | 
0 INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ Ete DIOR e-cenneneeces | 

Bureau file #100-80068 ea aise aes 
y Tiz. Bleadog, a. vse # 


Bir, Ponctor $1) eae & 
Rér. Grire i, ->. 
Age. Neus acy « 
Miss Gang po. 


jy RUTH MC KENNY BRANSTEN, was. 
rad INTERNAL SECURITY - C, 
Bureau file #100-13225 


eR Se te 


November 4, 1945 Anclusive, 


The informant stated that RIC Tasers had attempted to — 
secure the services of one ANITS RAGAN of Westport, Connect- 
icut to clip newsyaper items for him for mounting and filing. 
He specifically stated that he would reimburse her at the rate. : 
of $15.00 for clipping ten or fifteen newspapers a week which.-ry¥' ¢/ 
he would receive at his home and forward to her. fie AYE 


On October 7, 1945 RUTH BRANSTEN contasee@ tira? CLARATSCALA 
regarding a soodal gathering to be held at the BRANST: esid- 
ence in Westport, which pas to include GEORGE and HEL ASELDES, 


and also; WROINETTE andXarc (last name unknown). a 
On October 9, 1945 hi Mepas z ! \ 
i spoke to an 

at which time she stated she was calling from San Fran- ane 

cisco, California. She stated that she would be in San Fran~ a at 

cisco three or four weeks from that date and then would return a a 

to New York City. ao ie 

WA Se 


On October 10, 1945 ABH BURROWS (phonetic) communicated with the * 
BRANSTENS from New York City. He gave the impression that he had fi 
not been there very long and appeared to be friendly with the \ 
BRANSTENS. Arrangements weré made i a social gathering to be 


held at a later date at ‘the on penton would include CHRIS. Ys 
and WILLIAIN BLAKE. f 4 S| 
4/09 —_ Foo wt 4 if = “~™ 
On October J}, 1945, BRANSTEN “ Uo. by both “arnnran’ Pr8c a Bl 
and ROBERDYATTERSOM. (both membexd of then llr orwalk Prof éssional 'B 
group C.P. Yan regard to a membership mge$ing.ond, in x ‘regard to iI 
Study Groups of the Norwalk chapter of #1é CoB,’ a 
fa 
SS 
, = 
nv : fae * es | 
. B@DEC 29 1945 ’ og 


’ On October. 15, 1945 “RICHARD BRATS? my called an " unidentified woman. 
" and told her’ of a. meeting nko. was schedul 6d. at his residence at 
«83 80 that, evening. ” . 7 


On. October 19, one - aoe Catuseiey a producer ‘fox wares. : 
‘ mount pictures, New York City,. who--is apparently from California, 
eat ved, of RICHARD BRANSTEN concerning a melodrama which he and. 
MC KENNY recently completed. for: Paramount pictures. Ofie copy’. 
hed orale sent to, the Paramount, studio in. California and another copy. 
“had been sent’ to Curtis-Brown, Ltd., agents for RUPH 1iC “KENNY in © 


hen ta 


New ‘York City. RICHARD BRANSTEN explained that one copy of the man-- . 


, useript had “been: forwarded" to: these agents in view of the possibility - 
of developing the “story ‘into a serial for Collier's magazine. (It - 
will be noted the story above referred to ig, "Abigail, Dear Heart" 


. which is a story by RUIH MC KENNY and BRUGE“HIINTON which was allegedly 


a Pecentls sold to Paramount- pictures” for $14, 000. ). 


Also on thet date tha inkormant’ stated that RUTH FRANSTEN was in, s 


ee a pet, Yorlc City completing negotiations. on the above. story. | 


a 


i On October °23,. 1945 RICHARD BRANSTEN ‘spoke “with GEORGE “SELDES- con-- “i . 

cerning an. article which. “had ‘appeared ‘in’ the New York” Times on that * 

. date which referred ‘to’ “the. Communi sts having been: badly beaten in - 

-@ three-fold victory of the French election. SELPES stated: that he. 
had seen the article. and. had. already. clipped it... RICHARD BRANSTE 
stated. that actually: “nade ‘the:Communists the. first party: in France, to- ; 
which GEORGE SELDES agreed. RICHARD BRANSTEN appeared to be at-a Loss * 
to understand why the New York Times. ‘would report ‘the. above’ in! vsuch © 

e fashion. He, epheved ‘thet it’ Was: Sooale eee: ea 


= GRORGE SELDES stated: that’ he ‘had been’ very busy Gna catch’ as ‘ie had - 


J. had to get the next. week'g:issue of "In Fact" ready for publicetion, 


He said that ‘he: had tried to get JOHANNES. TEELE to write him an art- - . 
“icle on the> goyepnment: confiscation. procedure of radio script. He said - 
‘that STEELE thinks it is a move by the National Association ‘of eee ; 
facturers (the above ‘information was. obtained. at 6:10 Se October. 22. 


er and the above was not elaborated. on any further)... Bo Nee “eat hg a or 


tye 


, OA October 23, 1945" ‘ty yy ERIDOR, ‘alias: Yes. son Garmen, dies: to: ea 

: RICHARD BRANSTEN concerning the Arts and Scierices | Committee” group of | 
. Norwalk,. Connecticut. ‘¢ A Norwalk. branch of. the Cénnectictit State In-... a 

‘dependant Citizens! Committee of Arts, Sciences & Professions, Inc.) 

‘ in regard i rte) the status; of’ the ‘organization, BRANSTEN stated that it - 

was peel well ‘broken uD in. ‘Rorwatic. because of internal Srounie, an 


re 


ry AS) cyt K 


‘+* - a ee at oe 
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- individual by the name of AL ‘HARRIS, leader of the Norwalk Profess- 
ional group, 0.P., knows all about this group but BRANSTEN does not 
know how to reach HARRIS. (This is undoubtedly in regard to the fact 
that AL HARRIS -has attempted to direct the activities of this organs 
ization and has incurred the ill-feeling of most of those active in 
the organization in Norwalk.) Mrs. BRIDGE said that'a group of social 
workers were meeting on that day at Stamford, aGonnecticut and wanted . 

. to. know more about the Arts & Sciences: committee. She specifically 
stated that they were-not desirous of mowing anything about the Nat-., 
ional Citizens! Committee for political Action, and she was referred 
to Mrs. ROBERT\PATTERSON, also a resident of oer and wife. of the 
above mentione individual, 


Ke October 24, 1945 RIGHARD BRANSTEN received a are stat from GEORGE _.. 
WILLNER, his agent in California, in which he stated that Paramount ; 
Picturés, Inc, had o.k.!ad an outline for the melodrama previously re~ 
‘ferred to and indicated that BRANSTEN should. continuermow with detail~ 

- ed intrigue for a minimum of 80 and maximum 150 pages, and upon com- 
“pletion the sum of $15, 750 wo oy be paid. This telegram requested thet 
BRANSTEN communicate with HARRY, y UGENT at the Paramount office in New 

York City for social ‘Teasons,: ; , 


At 8:20 pom, on. 1 the. shave date cates of. adhe sons D. C. tel- 
ephoned RICHARD BRANSTEN at which time he stated he was sending another, 
group of reference data relative to BRANSTEN' s piography of HERBERT . 
HOOVER, He stated that, this material, which was: obtained through re Ten 
search ,pertained to HOOVER! & work in 1914 and 1915-and' in particular to. 
“his activity in regard to the product” Zine, . 4 


The natber of the amalgamation of industry “in 1915. in. which HERBERT - ; 
HOOVER was interested, BRANSTEN- stated, ‘had ‘built up wonderfully, and he: said: 
__ that he hed about’ 20 pages with nine examples,’: -which made fasci nating 
- Yeading, BRANSTUN instructed BAKST to obtain the material on. Belgium 
and. Foodstuff, BRANSTEN stated that. he had already obtained the ‘mater- . 
: ial relative to HOOVER' 5 business, aad: concerning Stanford. ‘and his re~ 
; lati on bo that University. — ae 


. On Owtbober 25, 1945, BRANSTEN forwebaed. a night. Letter to GRORGE UTTAR 
his agent at. Hollywood, California, in which he congratulated WELLNER 
’.:0n the sale of the story: previously | mentioned and stated that they would .- 

: complete the story immediately. He also indicated that the was eager. to 3 
- sell the "Me Shane Hill! story and requested ‘that WILLNER press this’ - 
ee The AGEN! said he would keep. the BRANSTENS informed regarding 
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On ‘November 1, 1945 RICHARD BRANSTEN communicated with NAT 
(last name unknown, believed to be BRANSTEN's attorney in New | 
York City). .It was indicated in this conversation. that NAT was — | 
.. acting as BRANSTEN's agent or lawyer in & mabter involving a wo- |. 
_man named LOUISE BRANSTEN, The nature of this ‘transaction, how- 
_ eyer, was not mentioned, . although BRANSTEN suggested a litigation 
‘if -things, did not comé out his way. — (It is pointed out that this 
conversation may have bearing on the: suit which BRANSTEN may. bring ° © ; 
“against his first. wife, LOULSE BRANSTEN so that.he and RUTH Mc. mayey 7° 
' way retain Legal custody .of It-is also pointed , 
_ out that the trash cover on the BRANSTEY résidence has indicated | 
that LOUISE BRANSTEN may bring suit against RICHARD BRANSTEN in’ re-'- - 
“ gard to of =a as she as ae anxious f, see entOay: retain. an 


aanre 


custody: re) 


Cheer te 
é. On. ‘November 4, 1945 RICHARD BRANSTEN was eatea: he ss ; 
Ca Norwalk: negro’ Communist active inthe NAACP) if he \ould:accept . 
2 a nomination for vice-president of the NAACP if it. were made on the 
cae - following Wednesday evening, .RICHARD BRANSTEN stated that he would 
think’ the matter over, He also Stated that he was holding another 
elags on this coming Wednesday evening, - (Itwwill be noted that” — 
. BRANSTEN ‘has held study classes- for. Bang Norwalk: Foor cet onal Sroup, cet 
aaa ¢ a at his residence recently. 0 i ; 


ts. St “this: anforueat. has- stated: shoes both: ‘Subjects re i, Bae in con- 
. ” tact with GEORGE SELDES: and LOUIS and. - CLARA\ CALA, who. are ‘Subjects ” 


of Internal Securd ty im ie oe in New Haven and ney York Field.” , we 
Divisions. oF : a je af ia a, £m 


. : 100-1128 © ’ . : uid ae 7 cee re Nae . a oa ; : / : : es * ene ae lal a ae a6 ; " 
: HEM: md.’ ’ an . : ao PA by Be h ce ae aor a _ oa ends ceo Gi ~ ‘a ee & 


i e808. joL-24 Se ae A ee 


? é ve 5 PaaS nearer) en os 
"aes 5 : 5 ee eee sett : : oar ’ 
Mees ee ‘ decwens aa ee ea “> . ts : te 


‘ DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY & ED FROM: ‘ 2, 
: SEH AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICA “AIDE | ; @.) 


DATE 01-27-2010 


Hederal Bureau of Investigation — 


United States Department of Justice 
510 Trust Company Building 
New Haven 10, Connecticut 
December 13, 1945 


PERSONAL AND CONF TIAL - : Que 


Director, FBI 


RE: RICHARD BRANSTEN, WAS 
INTERNAL SECURITY -~C 
Bureau File 100-80068 cy 


INTERNAL SECURITY - © 


RUTH MC KENNY BRANSTEN, WAS ff. Caor~ 
Bureau File 100-13225 pu 


Dear Sirs 


During the period November 5, 1945 to Decenber 6, 1945, 
no information of pertinent value was obtained f eSonfidential 
Informant CNHT~38. = 7 


It is pointed out, however, that technical defects were 
xperienced for a portion of the time during this period as a 
result of a bad storm in Connecticut. These technical defects 
“tn aici nna AOSTA 


have at this time been corrected. 


bosn conrechets 


Very truly yours, 


« a 7 . 
msi ra | lee cae S00 “900 S-/ 
100- sa Ae ae 
yas 


100-1128 RECORDED ay. ou 
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: , . Hederal Bureau of Investigation = secu 
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f United States Department of Justice erect 
: 510 Trust Company Building eae | 
2 p : New Haven, 10, Connecticut ee, 
‘ January lt, 1946 Ra ae tat ae: 

| ait 

Ste | 

Director, Federal Burea Investigation eee 

' RE: RICHARD BRAISTEN, was RUTH McKENNY BRANSTEN, wis PS 
INTERNAL SECURITY — C INTERNAL SECURITY -— C ND) 

Bureaw File 10080068. Bureau File 10013225. ay 
Dear Sirs is 

, f 
The following informtion has been obtained seo 

fidential ott rent CT during the period from December 7, 1945 Pp 

ough January 8, 1946; ay 

On December 7, 1945 Mrs. CARROL#HOLLISTER invited Mr. ™ 

‘and Mrs. BRANSTEN to attend a Forum in Westports, Connecticut at which | 


a Mr. NICHOIS, formerly. of the Standard Oil Company in China, was the 
principal speaker. Mrs. HOLLISTER stated that the meeting would appar~ Px 
ently be in favor of HURLEY and therefore she wanted some of the Ne 
progressives present to cope with the situation. It is to be noted 

that Mrs. HOLLISTER is the tempora hairman of the Proteases Chet. Pare 
group in the Norwalk-Westport area. 


<a 


~ a de athe, ENE aes 


December 9, 1945 - Hol, aor 


eke: Aes Sirs 


RICHARD BRANSTEN was invited to a meeting by RUDOLF 
GILTES PIE ° 


December 11, 1945 hy, To 


CHARLES | KATZ 5 West Coast attorney, called the BRANSTENS! 
from the Savoy~Flaza Hotél, New York City, concerning, arrangements for 


them sigue te at a later datee On December 13th R ZERATS TEN attempted 


vie 
[e) 
© 
o, 
in 
a 

° 

oe 


to ob from the Telephone Company the telephone listing for one 
DONALDGOOPER (phonetic). It is to be noted that this attempt was mde 
on several occasions without sneseen toh ; 


OY | HEMsFPKB 


1od1128 CONF! TIAL 


ata OSA 


December 1, 1945 = 


/ 


ee 


e@  ® 


Director, FBI _ danuary 11, 1946. 


CONAQENTIAL, 


RICHARD BRANSTEN called CHARIES: KATZ in New York City in 
an effort to make an appointment to meet him on that date. BRANMSTEN 
stated that he and RUTH would be in New York City as they had a meet— 
ing at headquarters (CP). BRANSTEN indicated in relation to this 
meeting that he did not know exactly what he and RUTH were getting into. 

had been summoned to C.P, Headquarters -by letter from WILLIAM 2... 

FOSTER. BRANSTEN indicated he believed they (the Secretariat) would 

empt-to reprimand them. CHARLES KATZ did not appear to be aware of 
the significance of BRAISTEN's statements and was informed by RICHARD 
BRANSTEN that he and RUTH had demanded the resignation of the Editor 
of New Masses for incompetence and revisionism and they had "created 
quite a terrific stink! so far and they were in a sort of fight at the 
presente BRANSTEN stated he believed they would try to reprimand he 
and RUTH and plainly indicated that they would refuse to be reprimanded, 
and he believed that the whole thing would be quieted and they would 
be told to be "good boys nowt BY | F 


In the latter part of the conversation CHARLES KATZ of~ 
ferred the use of his name as an endorsement and in support of BRANSTEN 
at the above meeting. BRANSTEN replied that KATZ should "look out". 
KATZ said "you mean this isn't for fun, it's for keepsit, to which . 
BRANSTEN replied "Yes!. : 


iso advised KATZ that he was i i 
dispute with LOUIS; WSTEN regarding the custody of 
and that NAT T\was handling the mtter for him in New York City. 
BRANSTEN stated he hoped to arrive at a motual. agreement on this mtter 


BRANS 


During the course of the above conversation KATZ stated 
that he had been ve wSy in New York and had a talk scheduled for 
that date with MARTYAPOPFER (phonetic) from Washington on something 
political, something ‘a out radio, possibly Station KF],or,KFR, and din 


that connection was to meet with a felloy,named IAZERY, EFH (phonetic) 
on a matter having to do with EMMANUA, ix ELIAR cae 

bé 
December 15, 1945 A bIC 


RICHARD BRANSTEN discussed with NATHY 


~ 2 = 


CONPIRENTIAL 


@ | » 


Director, FBI . January ll, 19466 
CONF SEN Link 


with his wife LOUISE. BRANSTEN told WITT to notify them that they are 
serious and not fooling; every time that they (BRANSTENS) mke a con— 
p cession, it seems that the other party takes advantage of it and begins 
to stall. BRANSTEN stated he and RUTH were going back to their orig- 
inal offer to let LOUISE have [tor one month in the summer and 
at Christms 2 


December 17, 1945 rae 


The BRANSTENS received a telegram from ALV. ESSIE and 
HELEW(GIARE of 5123 Iaurel Grove Avenue, North Hollywood,{! California 
requesting a-loan of $2,000 as the BESSIES! were being evicteds iIater 
that day BRANSTEN replied to the above, indicating that they were in- 
volved in an expensive litigation over a child's custody but could 
arrange "to loan the BESSIES! $500.00 after January 15, 1946 - Pa} b6 


b7C 
December 18, 1945 _~ % 


EVA (possibly EYXTEAPIN)of New York City called RUTH 
BRANSTEN and arrangements were imide for the BRANSTENS to visit the 
family of the caller on New Year's night in New York City. The person 
referred to as EVA stated that the RISKINS would also be present on~ 

that occasion. The caller stated that her husband ADAM (phonetic) has 

a new job as Editor of the "Peoples" World" in San Francisco and that 
they would be moving out there sometime in. J assi 
in the identification of the above they have 

RUTH informed EVA that she and RICHARD written es 
movies, one of which was sold, one was no good, and the third was in © 
the process of sale. 


PA December 19, 1945 Pe 
NATHAN WITT spoke to RUTH BRANSTEN indicating that he was 
planning on visiting Westport, Connecticut the Swing week, at which 
time he planned to bring Colonel or Doctor, MIL[EZXISSEM (phonetic), 
who it was stated, was on terminal leave pan 


January 1, 1946 x ; 
RUTH BRANSTEN spoke to ns oxo (wealthy Communi, 


businessman in Westport, Connecticut, at which time it was indicated 


? 


Director, FBI January 11, 1946. 


a party was held which included MAX and 


: Eve, at which time: 
HELEPPSRELDES . 
ii eo ans 


CH and GEORGE and 


~ 


Tater that day GEORGE SELDES. communicated with both 
RICHARD BRANSTEN and GRACE GRANICH in a discussion with the latter, 
SELDES., who was interested in obtaining authority from? GRACE GRANICH 
to go ahead and use a story pertaining to General HURLEY and the China 
situation which GRACE GRANICH had obtained from a source confidential 
to her, and described as Chinese Communist representatives to the 
United Mations Conference at San Francisco. It is to be noted that the 
substance of this interview was furnished to the Bureau in complete 
detail ina letter dated January 9, 1946 captioned “GRORGE HENRYSSELDES, 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C", and copies of which were furnished to the *. 
New York Field Division for, their interest in the cases on SELDES and 
GRACE SEs DS : : 


January 1, 1946 
ae a 
On this date CARROLESSTALCUP of the Wall Street Journal, 
New York City, telephone Hanover 2+3125, called RUTH BRANSTEN in re- 
gard to an appointment with her for the following day in’ New York City. BK 


RUTH BRANSTEN also stated that she was leaving by plane 
for Akron, Ohio on Janvary 6, 1946 from New York City for a short visit. % 


January §, 1946 ~ 2K 
‘ 
Mrs. BEATRICE LER contacted RICHARD BRANSTEN relative 


“toa C.P. class to be held ‘at the BRANSTENS' residence the following 


night. Iater that day NATHAN WITT called RICHARD BRANSTEN and informed 

him that he had been in attendance and the principal speaker at a rank 

and file meeting held at at aaa Brooklyn, New,Youk, concerning 

an award. WITT stated that JOSE YAN, Héad“6E the International 

Long Shoremens Association, and a$put. 50 of his “goonstt invaded the 

meeting but did not cause any trouble. According to WITT, it was his — 
opinion that RYAN had lost complete control of himself as he was very 
stupid for having gone into that meeting as it ended by his being 

“booed! out of the Hall. 


Very truly yours, 


— 
ry 


BENTIAL 


Spepial Agent in Charge 


= ONT 
Af ic 
¢: F. Gleason 


DECLASSIFIC2ZTION AUTHORITY DERIVED 


i FEI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION ¢ Bir. Poteos 
i, DATE 01-27-2010 ¢ iy 0. A Tome 
4 yeneral Bureau of Investigation Mir. Clegy.s i 
! Mr. Glavin | 
United States Department of Justice Mr.tad2 


510 Trust Company Building Bix, Nichola... 
New Haven, 10, Connecticut Miz. Resex 202.2. 
we _— January 28, 1946 Mr. Treey 


| f=. Carcen 


awe tena 


MOK enenenenen 


Xz. Pennington 
Bir. Quinn Tamm. 


Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
RE: RIC BRANSTEN, was RUTH MCKENNEY BRANSTEN, Wag" 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C INTERNAL SECURITY — Cf tc 
Bureau File 100~80068.. Bureau File 100-13225. 


Dear Sirs 


This is to record that since the BRANSTENS! return to 
Connecticut in July of 1945 a trash cover has been maintained on their 
residence at 48 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut which has been ex- 
tremely productive to date. —— 


For the informtion of the Bureau this is to advise’ that 
this trash cover is handled through the cooperation of Mr. TEROY 
Youme, Powers Court, Westport, Connecticut, who twice a week, namely 
| esday and Friday, collects the trash which accumulates at the BRANSTEN 
| residence and thereafter retains same which is turned over to Special 
| Agent HAROLD EB. MEYER of this office. 


This informtion is believed to be pertinent both for 
future reference in this office as well as for the Bureau in view of 
the evidenciary value of the mterial obtained from this trash cover. 
For the Bureau's information, no trespass or element of trespass is 
present in effecting this cover as Mr. McEIWEE is a Licensed collector 
of trash in the Westport area and is paid a regular fee for this 
Service by the BRANSTENM. 
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Very truly yours, 


F Phteee, 


Rogér F.°Gleason 
Spegial Agent in Charge 
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United States Department of Justice 
510 Trust’ Comfany Building 
New Haven, LO, Connecticut 
January 29, 1946 


Hederal Bureau of Investigation 


Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


REs RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C 
Bureau File 200+80068. 


Dear Sirs 


The following data has been furnished to this office by~ 
the trash cover upon the residence of this Subject at 48 Canal Street, 
Westport, Connecticut: ; 


19 pages of yellow copy paper pertaining to Chapter : 
VII of Bransten's Biography of former President 
Herbert Hoover, all containing rmgh draft typing 

with handwritten notes and corrections. 


8 pages of yellow copy paper pertaining to Chapter 
VITI of Branstén's Biography of former President 
Herbert Hoover, all containing rough draft typing 
with handwritten notes and corrections. 


3 pages of paper containing rough draft typing of 
Bibliographical data used by Bransten in preparation 
of the above biography. 


Z re pages or portions thereof of yellow paper relating 
to unknown chapters of above biography. It is —— 
pointed out that a number of these pages my pertain ig 
to those chapters already forwarded to the Bureau. if 


26 pages or portions thereof of yellow copy paper {¥ 
pertaining to the above biography which appeared to 
be portions or sections of chapters as well. as 
reference material used by Bransten, a number of 


which may be missing pages from those chapters Does 
already forwarded to the Bureau. ‘20 y 7 goo 17 
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Director, FBI January 29, 1946. 


In accordance with previous Bureau instructions con= 
cerning the Bureauts interest in the progress mde by Bransten on 
the biography of former President Herbert Hoover, the above is 
forwarded herewith. 


Very truly yours, 


Loge rite on 
21 Agent in Charge 
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Z7l¢ FROM =: ROGER F. GLEASON, SAC 


ao 
SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, WAS, 
INTERNAL SECURITY=¢ 
‘BUREAU FILE Noe 100-86068 


cONF TAL : . 


On March 4, 1946 . NGOHPidential Informant CNHT-38 advised that ALAM Hak °° 

of the pally Worker in New Yori Gity contacted the Subject steting that * 
the Subjectts old friend, HERBERT HOOVER was back in the news again and =~ ae 
that he, ALAN, would like to have the Subject do a piece for the news. s6c= = 
tion of this Sunday's Worker showing how HERBERT HOOVER coming to the - . 
White House on business indicated that the Truman administration wanted. _ 

“to use the food situation the same as HOOVER has used it before. They ; 

_ both agreed that HOOVER had used the food question as a political Weapons: 
ALAN stated that the piece would: have to be in by Wednesday and that he - 
would like to have it consist of about six hundred words. 7 

“ The Subject agreed but stated it would not be easy because at the -present | 

_ time he cannot figure what’ HOOVER's next move will be. He stated that in 

“the past HOOVER wanted to feed Russia because he was opposed to blockades. - 
Now, he stated, HOOVER is anti-Soviet although the Subject cannot say that 

in print and he is in doubt as. to what HOOVER's nexk “yore will be. He 
stated he would submit a piece to ALAN by Wednesday: : 
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Ef Synopsis: Subject continues biography of HEnbacl: Goovrx, now in = 


pans 


8th chapter; SEYOGGRAKST is résearcher. ‘With AUTH AEC 
KENNEY has ‘completed several stories for Peramount ‘pietures ; 
Inc. age purchased for 15, 75Q, other deals pending. Sub— 
ject attends OF meetings in Conn. anc concéucts CP Professional 
Greup Marxist Study Class at his resicence, Elected V. Pres. 
Worwalk, Gt. Chavter NAACP. “rites liter-ture for Conn. CP 
anc Labbér orgenizatiohs. xactive in Citizens Comittee te cembat 
racé Giscrimin: tion anc prejucice. Is outspol:en a,einst BAO Dr. 
revisionist policies enc several nembers of Net'l. Committee 

CP. Definitely resignea with wife as contributing editors of 
| Nal. anG continues criticism of ‘i... policy ana feilure to 
i accent anc. announce their resignation. Held privete confer-— 
| ence anc correszxon¢ence with V. JTSTENO. E to settle se “titer, but 
failed. anc subject end wife eatied: before Nat'l, Committee 
afd Secretrrirt mexbers by VILLLa ZMPeOSTEAR. Extensive lists 
\ 
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of cerresponcects anc contects fil,” Galifomis ant “lashington , 
v.c. set forth. Continues aa contact with the SHLU:S , : 
GRATICHS, PaPl.S ana HELEN EA. ASTER) « Is now involved 

in suit costing 215,090 against “obrseea: ISTE te retain 


- 2 A legal custody of eT | Shbject charges LOUISE 
ON a) ERLISTE] with immoral conduct Invelving PaUbe0BESON perer.v:6 


oe. Af pic and LT DLE and with harming the ‘morals of] ye 
’ as Subject represented by NATHAIL-- IT, New York bc 


attorney. F : 
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‘REFERENCE? BUREAU FILE NO. 19080068. : 
Report of Special Agent HaxOLD B. :EYER dated September. 
H ; . 21, 1945, at New Have h, Cennecticut. 
- : Letter to the New York Field Divisien dated September 
oo 21, 19b5. 
" Renort of Spécial Agent HUGH b. MéCULLOUGH: eese Octe— 
: her L, 1945, at Washington, DiC: 
Lather frém the New ybri Field Division dated ae eae 
2h, 1945. a ic 


Repert ef Special Age at RAPHAEL ‘I, HTXON dated Jovember Ne 
: 20, 1945, at Washingtén, b: Ci \ 
DETAILS : AL“ ESTPORT, CONNECTICUT 


Reference letter dated Séptember 21; 1945, requested 

the Hew York #ield Divisibn te repert any pertinent data 
relative to Subject BRANSTEN's participation or activi-, 
ties at the Natienal CPA Cenvention held at New Yerk 

City, July 26, 427 and 29, 1945. In reply reference 
letter dated @ctober 2h, 1945, from the New Yerk effice 
advised ,that no inform tion had come te the attention 

of informants ef the New York effice concerning BRANSTEN:s 
activities at this cenvention.. 


@ %, BRANSTEN'S vesansae! OF 
: - nee HOOVE eee 


Confidential Infornent T-1 advised that < on Octeoet A$ 1945, SEYMOUR BAKST 
“was present at the BuzNSTIN residence at which time noe as collaberating 
with BreaAvSTEY in the preneratien of additienal imterial dealing with the 
above biegraphy. Qhe informy-nt stated that while at the BRAISTES resi- 
cence BAvST haa reauested his wife Ji 3ICE to ebteih a three-menths 
extensien en the reacing room, presumably at the Library of Cengréss, 
#3 ashineteon, D. Ca At thet time BAKST had requested her te gontact an un- 
me known girl te check through the beek, ‘Mining World" te ascertain why 
HERBE.T HOOVER anc — fy OKEY (phenetic) were going to eéurt. BAKST 
el a indicated te the inf oreab he intended te return te Washington, DC within 
a a few cays. , ‘ 


‘ 2 


On Octeber 24, 1945, BRAUSTEN told the informant that SEYMOUX BAKST had 
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‘advised him he was sending another greup of" reference material te Cen-: ;,° 


necticut relative té¢ HEABE.T HOOVER. The material had been.obtdined : 
through research and perts ined ‘te HEABEXT HOOVEX's work curing 1914-1915 
and in particulsr’to his activities ‘with regard té the productién and 
mining ef zinc. BRANS Ts advised the initermant alsé that in the mtter 
of the amalgamatien of industry during 1915, ,in which HERBEXT HCOVER had 
been interdsted, B&ANSTH, had built up a wenderful article twenty pages 
in length. The ‘article incluced nine examples which, in his epinien, 
made fascinating reading Howereny there was’ ne ra terial en Russia. 
- BRaWSTEN had’ ae regue sted BAKST te’ ebtéin material cefiderning HEBERT 
HOOVE&'s work’ in Belgium relative te fee: stuffs and stated thet he had 
vlready ebtained information and material relative te HINBEAT HOOVER's : 
business, Stanferd University and his relation to the University. 


Cenfidential Informant T~2 proviced a. copy of? perresperiende dated Sep- 
tember -11, 1945, from JAN LCE BLEST te RICHAXD BRANSTEN offering excuses 
fer S¥LHOUR BAKST!s delay “in replying ,to Letters and indicating that he 
had been very “busy in the recent past with “meetings in connectien with 

the reerganization takin# place in the CP. Tzu Letter is ‘being forwarded 
to the Washington Pa Dvieion as an sane 


T-2 +. 'ree-that in a rough draft letter prepared by BiaNSTEY =e +n un- 
héwn individual concerning his Pres. 3, tus’ and related matters he alse 
advised this person of the feliowines 4 

he 


" J de-not think it fair to everledk that both Ruth ana ws" 

I are full time writers‘and that we.ere both st work en 

books which we hope anc attempt to make contributions to 

our movement. ° . ; a 
In another letter apverently written te his atterney in regarc. t6 the bé 
litigatien with LOUISE B.t STE, over the custocy of bIC 
BRANSTE - vxpressed“alern concerning the terrific jexpense involved in 
. this Litigation and stated ‘chat jt meant a yeat of hard work for both him 
and RUTH BRANSTEN anc sccerifice éf all their interests and all their own 
york for the Party :nc for the srogressive movement. He stated that, 
J Mihen te write movies weogive up all our ability te write for otgzer pub 
‘Licatiens or eur en books”. . 


e 
’ : 


. 


his informant h.s ac¢vised thet the subject dontinues to spend a majér 
portion of his time on the preparz: $ion of His biggraphy of HEBERT HOOVER 


, 
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and is knewn te have completed a portien of the eighth chapter.’ This 
chapter deals with HERBE.:T HOOVER's life during the period September, 
19lj-April, 1917, anc his activities in Belgian Relief. 


” 
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_ BUSINESS CONNECTIONS 88808 - 
1 : ; F 
T-1 stated that early in October, 1945, BXANSTEN attempted tg secure the 
services ef ene ANITSRIORD A} » Of ‘lestoort, Connecticut, to clip news— 
paper items fer mounting and filing. He had offered te pay this persen 
at the rate ef »l5 a‘ aonth for clipping ten tg fifteen’ newspapers which 


he would receive‘at-his residence and f orverd’te her. 
T-2 advised that ANIT: LIOHDAN resides at HillS Pt. Road, iestpor’, 
Connecticut, telephone ~estport 2-3711. 


. \ £ 

T-2 advised that GROLeSIL Nan, ef the Nat C. Geldstone Agency #f Hdlly- 
woed, Califgroia, is in frequent centact with the BRAJSTENS thréugh : 
corresponcence as he is hendling their interests ywitn the movie indus~ = 
try end in particuler with the Peraméunt Studios. | Br corresponcence of 
Octeber 4, 1945, he ecvised the Bud ISTELS thet Héllywood was, x rticularly 
‘interested in obtaining a strong melodrama Suitable for either BOB HOPE 
or EDDIE BitaClEN and in which weuld be included either BILLY LewWOL¥E ér 
C4SS DALEY. : ' 


On Octeber 11,°1945, .LiT Cc. COLLINS, of the Curtass—Brown Ltd. » New 

York City, cenmunicated with the BR.ANSTE.S céncerning ‘a poss ible deal . 

in cénnectién with tne radie rights té BUTE ISTRY 's’ story, “hy Sistér 

Eileén's It wes’ indiceted that tiis deal Thvolvéd tywé- persons, namely 
SACHODOLOV angdWIEIDS and thet this deal wes being made through a man 

‘ne medKESLAN wh was-characterized as a first. rmaté radi¢ man eut on the 

ifest Ceast. : ‘ 


On Octeber 16, 1945, LOvIs SCnth, of the Wat Ci Géldstone Agency, Hélly- ; 
woo’, California, cozuniceted pith the BRAdSTE SS ~ 3 céncdrning 
their story, "Abagail, Derr Leart" in which he imicated thet Paraméunt 
Pictures, Inc. were véry interested in its pdéssible usei 

/ . “ 


WICHaD BaatSTE? adviseé T-1 en Octeber 19,.1945, ‘that HARRY TUGRIT; a 
procucer or represent.:tive of Peramount Pictures, Inc., whe has recently . 
been in New Yerk City, h-a incurred’ sbout the BaA ISTE! story entitled 
po~ethbagail, Dear Heart! ac BLWISTEN stated that he hed enteavored te de- 
““velen’a ceal wnereby the story weulc be-run in serial form-in Celliers 
magazine. » : 


On Octeber 2), 1945, Bilade TES cévised the informant that GEOsGE WILLNEZ , 
i his agent, hed stated thot Paromeunt rictures, Inc. hed OKd an-eutline fer 


f 
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x 
the meladrama, “Abaz-il, Leer Heart and had recuestec that xUTH MchENNEY 
and BuaNSTE:: centinue with a detailed intrigue for a minimum ef "80"a ng "=< 
+a maximum ef 150 pages nd that upen completien the sum ef :L5,758 weuld 
- he naid. , - ge Pa st 
: QR. 
BusANSTEN stated that he hed cengratulated VILLNGX upon the Sale SF this 
story and that he and his wife would cemplete the story immediately. . 
BLANSTEN haa alse inGic.ted- eagerness to sell their story entitled, - 
“ icShane Hill!, . “ 


a o 


: 


December .18, 1945, RUTH McvRENSEY ond xT suD BIiAISTEN had. completed three 


: : Ps ciate ee hr 
movie stories ene of vhhich had been sold, ene was no goed anc the ether 
ves in the process of sale. , ; : 


In cennectien with the above stories this informant reported that on 


On Octeber 26, 1945, i/0L BURTON, of the Curtiss—Brown, Ltd., New York’, 
city, agents fer ifrs. BasZSTEN » furnished nUTH BRAUS TH with & cepy. of 
the contract cevering the Italian Volume rifts té her stery, "My Sister - 

» Eileen", accordins to T-2. ° een 


Under date of Janucry 6, 1946, T-2 furnished a copy of correspsndence ta 
GEORGE sILLIFi: from BANSTENuherein he inguired ‘as te the exact i 
state of the™BHANSTEN veynent of wl ,008 due from Paramount.. He indicated 
that he must heave the check deposited by January -lh, in order to pay in- 
come tax. He indicated his income tax pavment would be mace through the 
Samuel’ Pepp & Ce., Hollywood Boulevard » Hollywood, California. BkANSTEN 
also incuired ag to the stetus of their story, "Hold It Please" which was 
in process of censideration-by the Paramount Studios. He also was inter— 
ested in the action talen by them on the ty cShene Hill story. 

é : 
BRAWSTEN alse inquired as to their contract with Paramount, under which he 
‘stated they would be in a position to exercise the optien anc buy a 4 
successful play ef the BLANSTENS for ©20,000. BaaNSTEY believed this was 
wrong anc thousht he end AUTH should. be protected on this angle. BiciSTEN 
also incuired if there sould be @ chance of intreducing a sliding scale 
into the centract whereby they weuld receive $20,009 fer the first ‘story 
purchased by Paramount in a vear &nd 425,000 for the secong end all steries 
éfter the first. BRAUSTES also advised MILLWsx that in renewing their 
‘contract, presuming that Paramount would take. it up, vie would be anxious 
to get another option for the vear follewing settinz the price of stories 
from 26,000 to 725,000. In handling these matters he requested GEORGE 
SHILLNE: te exercise his best judgment, . 


. 
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COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITIES 
, 83340 

Confidential Informant T-2 stated that in a letter dated August 18, 1945 to the 
editors ofNéw Masses", a copy of which was furnished by the informant, RICHARD 
BRANSTEN advised as follows: "Off and on since 1935:*we have been associated with | 
!New Masses! and felt intimately a part of its strugglés and ite fight for a 
better world. Ruth th McKenney’ has been editar, associate editor, and contributing 
editor since 1937 "and bet before that a contributor. For ovér a-year she acted as 

a'weekly columnist... Bruce Minton has been an editor, associate editor and 
contributing editor since, 1935 and has acted as 'New Masses! editor in aie 
D. te and on the west coast. The ‘New Masses! has always been our home — 


This informant stated that V. J. JEROWE forwarded corresponderice to BRUCE, 
eeaON under date of November 7, “Yors”on the letterhead of the Communist Party. 
75eA., at which time he set forth instructions to BRANSTEN concerning an 
interview which the Secretariat of the Communist Party and members of the 
» National Gommittee staff including himself were to participate in. This inter— 
view was to concern itself with BRANSTEN'S criticism and resignation from the 
NNew Masses" staff. In this correspondence V. Jy JEROME spayed as follows; 


NI am glad to learn that you have become involved in Bee Party work 
in your Branch and for the Connecticut State Committee. I am confident 
that yor contributions will be noted;"! 


this correspondence will be set forth in full under the heading POSITION AND 
STATUS IN REGARD TO "NEW MASSES" AND THE COMMUNIST. PARTY. 


‘In Barely under date 6£f November 7, 1945 BRANSTEN stated as s follows: ; aw 


WNeither Ruth's nor my Party status are under consideration. May I 
suggest that when you, wnote that you are glad that I have become 
Ee aed 2s involved in active Party -work you. seem to suggest that I have not 
= 7 been involved previously. ° This is a misconception. . I have been. 
involved in active Party work since 193).. E have always-been an - 
“aebive member of my club. I have been an‘active member :of “the 
Norwalk Club since my arrival here in June; J was previously an 
4ctive member in Hollywood (where I was elected to the Executive 
Committee of my club but refused,to serve as I could not agree . 
with"the revisionism then demanded of all CPA groups); I have 
: always written in the Party press and’I have always taught Party 
groups either new members of groups* ‘interested in studying Marxism . 
(as I am doing at the present ) . I have always belonged to “organizations 
of the Party. Our record in Hollywood will show that I fought against 
liquidationism, against false anti-idarxist theories out oth hy GPA 
Executive, and against,’ the abuse¢ of Browderism,* 
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Additional portions of this letter will be set forth under the pecaine as is 
indicated in the paragraph above. H2RN rae 


T-3 advised that the Subject attemed the ene: 12, 1945 State Convention of 
the Communist Party — U.S.A. held at Moose Hall, 80 Main Street, Bridgeport, 
Gonriecticut. He attended the convention with the Stamford, Connecticut secti.o2 


'. of the Party and, according to the se Cee ys took no part in ine business or 


discussion. 


TL stated that an unidentified person, possibly JO RIDGE, invited RICHARD 
BRANSTEN on Septerber 9, 1945 to a meeting of the Prdfessional group of the 
Communist Party at Stamford, Connecticut, where the discussion concerned.-the 
book "Socialism and Utopia" by ENGELS. BRANSTEN accepted the invitation. j 
The unidentified individual also requested the assistance of RUTH MC KENNEY / 
in connection with the organizational activities of. thgx<independent: Citizens 
Committee of Arts, Sciences and Professions in his territory, sage a there 
had been some Red baiting and that he would like to have a famous na : 
identified with the left wing to be present. BRANSTEN agreed to abate but 


. advised that his wife would have to decide for herself. 


Of September 23, 19AS ROBE Pen TTERSON, a Westport Communist Party member, 
invited BRANSTEN to a meeting of thé’ Norwalk Professional group of the 


Communist Party to be held at the PATTERSON reSsidetice ee 26, 19k5 and 
BRANSTEN accepted. 


Th advised that the Sub ject attonded a Profesional grotip Communist Party 
meting at the home of ROBERT PATTERSON, 325 North Main Street, Westport, 


'  Bonnecticut, on October 15, 1gh5 at which BRANSTEN afinownced that a lees 
; yous be held pce atee Ay. every “other week and would study Marxism. 


i the above ace BRANSTEN spoke’on the European foreign policy and, 
according to the informint, with his usual fervor denounced JAMES BYRNES, 
Secretary of State, and attempted to convince all those’present that. BYRNES 
was the greatest menace to Communism in thé United States and he cited 
President TRUMAN as being next in line, “DULLES and HERBERT HOOVER following. 
BRANSTEN pointed out the successes of the Soviet Union in relation to the 
cour ries such as Poland, Greece, Yugoslavia, and Britain. He stated that 
the latter nation was a bankrupt. country now and will soon come under the 
Soviet influence, particularly now since her coloniés and especially India 
had inillions of unhappy tnstered people. - 


BRANSTEN spake repeatedly of America in a hostile manner, that America with her 
capitalist system held the position of the greatest country in all history sna 
that, whe Soviet Union could not ask America to break down this system but ‘the 
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Soviet Union has shown the way in other countries of first weakening that system 
in her method of reaching working millions and those who are unemployed and 
that the Soviet Union .in so doing paints. up that the Soviet Union is the real 
democratic form of Government and the,trué democracy, whereas the American way 
is not the absolute democracy, BRANSTEN stated that the answer to JAMES BYaNES 

. amd the way to finish him was by the above ptopaganda route launched in all 
communi ti es by Communists. He referred to the Communist Perty as having been 
soo corrupt uhder BROWDER!S leadership and he. asked that no, one.make the ihistake 

of referring to the ditty capitalists". ; : 
j - .g9a84e 


‘i was the opinion of this informant that BRANSTEN has a ‘determined policy of 
mis own that may clash with the Communist Party line and that he still has " 
contempt for the National Headquarters crowd in New: York City, The informant 
steted that he is wickedly anti-American and a ‘definite ppokeensn for the’ » 
Soviet Union. | 
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Concerning the- Tridepentent Gitizens Committee of Arts, Sciences and Professions, 
a branch of which ts established in Norwalk, Connecticut, and dominated bythe 
Gommunist Party in that area, BRANSTEN. suggested’ ‘that the: organizer of the 1 
Norwalk Chapter contact GEORGESELDES whom he stated moulan ‘be willing to 
assist in the ‘ICC Programe, ~ 


7-2 stated that on October 16, 19h the Sub ject received correspondence under 
the'names of BRUCE (HINTON. from ANDREWYONDA, C Chairman of the Connecticut 
Gonmunist Party, Liv vebwor. Street, Biidgeport , “Gontiecticut.., 

T-2 has stated that BRANSTEN hes been eee aeanene it Labor organizations 
in the Norwalk area and furnished, a rough draft copy of a letter prepared by 
BRANSTEN to menbers of ¢ labor union in that city urging their attendance at a 
meeting of that union to be held October 21 in that city. The informant advised 
that was possibly in regard to the organization of &.union at the General 
iireraft Equipment one in Norwalk. 
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This fererienk stated the Subject had .been invited to a meeting of thergatizens 
Committee tobe held October 22 at theCarver Negro Foundation in South ‘Norwalk, 
Gonnecti¢ut, by J. pefBsLL. Ib is tobe noted the Citizens Committee mentioned 
immediately above has no connection with the Independent Citizens Committee of 
arts, Sciences and Professions and is a committee composed of citizens of 
Norwalk and vicinity who are interested in combating racial and religious 
discrimination and prejudice and is composed si both Negroes ama whites. 


et AN ee att pee sl bhakti et 


T-1 stated that RICHARD BRANSTEN has Seeeopes with GEORGE SELDES concerning 
an article which appeared in the "New York Times" newspaper dated October 22,- 
1945 which SELDES stated he hed already read and is The article referred 
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a 


to the Communist Party having been badly beaten in a three-fold victory in the 
French elections, SELDES agreed with BRANSTEN thet as a result of the election 
and contrary to thé névispaper article it had actually made the-Communist Party 
the first Party in France. BRANSTEN stated he considered the article "lousy" 
reporting and was et a loss to understand why the "Tines.would report in that 
fashion. BRaNSTEN told the informant that SELDES had been very busy getting 
the next issue of "In Fact" ready for publication., SHLDES advised him that he 
had attempted to get JOHANNESYSTEELE to write an article pn the "Governnent's 
Gonfiscation Procedure" of radio scripts which STEELE believed was a move bye 
she National association of Manufacturers. 

2843 


4 stated a study group of the Norwalk Professional group Communist Party 
wes held at the BRANSTEN residence October 24, 1945. This study group meeting 


wes not attended by RUTH MC_KENNEY, who remained upstairs and spoke to no one, 


XIGHARD BRANSTEN passed. ‘around typewritten questions and the. class deliberated 
ENGELS! "Socialisn am Utepia'. 


on Novenber 4, 1945 T-l was advised by BRANSTEN that he had been “approached by 
RUDOLPGILLESPIE,’ a Norwalk Negro Communist Party menber, to accépt a 
nomination of Vice-President of the Norwalk NALCP. The informant stated that 


BRANSTEN wWas-undecided and irjdicatéd that he was considering: the matter and 


~would advise GILLESPIE later. BRANSTEN stated’ that GILLESPIE attended 
Communist Party study group meetings at the BRANSTEN EOREden ees. 


« 


in article which appeared in the Norwalk "Hour" newspaper Novenber 13, 1945 
indicated that officers elected to the Norwalk, Connecticut Chapter of the 


‘National Association for the Advancément of Colored People on Novanber 12 


~ 


included the Subject as Vice-President. . RUDOLF GILLESPIE was elected Chairrian 
of the Executive Conmittee,. 

T-4, advised that leaders of the Norwalk—Westport seubeeetie of the Communist 
Party organizations -in that area had been interested in obtaining a Post Office 
box through which they would mail and receive correspondence and literature 
pertaining to the Commnist Party. It had been recomended that RICHARD 
BRANSTEN take this box under the name of BRUCE WINTON. However, at a later 
date BRANSTEN advised he had decided after some thought and inquiry that he | 
might be prosecuted if he rented a Norwalk, Connecticut Post Office box for the 
leaflets which the Conmunist Party intends to mail out in Norwalk and he had 
ultimately given up the idea. It is to be noted thet subsequent thereto a 

box was rented by NATH of LLEPSKY.. This informant stated that RICHARD BRANSTZN 
and his wife were sponsoring a cocktail party with other Westport merbers of 

the Communist Party which was to be held Novenber 17 at the BRANSTEN » residence 
under the auspices.of a Jewish organization, 


T-2 advised that under date of November 20 ae Sub ject was forwarded an invita— 
tion to an Executive Committee meeting of the Norwalk NiiCGP to be held 


11 : 


\S2ORTE 5 ‘secretary. 


—dewish Refugee .ppeal, was attended by approximately 30 persons including one | 
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- 


November 23 at the Carter Negro Foundation snnex in South Norwalk, G mecticut. 


The invitation was sigiéd”by RUDOLF GILLESPIE, Chairman, and DOROTHY siALL 
eT See een 
98844: 


T-) stated that an informal meeting held at the BRANSTEN residence on 
November 25, 1945 under the auspices of a Jewish orgenization, possibly the 


‘REDERICKSPARR, President of the American Society of Russian Culture ; 
of Brooklyny New York, who spoke in the interests of the IWO. « collection 
1a.8 taken for Jewish sufferers fron those present amounting to 9200.00. 
“IGHARD BRANSTEN contributed 950.00. During the prodess of this mecting 
wTH MG KENNEY made a talk concerning the serious wave of anti-Semitisn 
prthe- United States and in defense of Russia's attitude towards the Jews in 


aussia end Polend. . 


\ x 


*_2 fumished another notice forwarded to the Subject calling his attention 
+o a meeting of the Norwalk Club of the Communist Party (Viorkers Group) to 
oe held in Norwalk, Gonnecticut, November. 29. This notice was forwarded to 
BRANSTEN by RUDOLF GILLESPIE., 7 ; 


T- stated that another study class of the Norwalk Professional group Communist 
Party was held at the BRANSTEN residence December 5, 1945 ab which RICHARD 
BRANSTEN was present. During the process of the meeting BRANSTEN frequently 
intervupted and constantly referred to EARL BROWDER'S mistakes and pointed out 
thet if the trade ‘unions and if the General Motors striking workers would 
apply Marxist teachings to their tactics they would win the strikes. . 
‘BRANSTEN justified all the strikes as a healthy sign referring to the american 
Communist Party as having been Marxian in theoretical ways yet it had the 
appearance of being separate fron the rest of the world Communist groups. He 
spoke admiringly of the Australian Communist Party and the slow development 
of the Comminist Party in China which he explained was due to the high 
illiteracy rate and to the numerous peasant classes among the Chinese. He 
stated there were only a few speakers: enmasse and that China was slower than 
the rest of the continents for-this reason. He poirited out how French 
Communists were geining from their theoretical application of Merxian methods 
and through their underground and by reaching the masses of people. 


He, stated that class war is very necessary as are enotional speakers in this 
country that could stir the people to revolt. He stated that this would be 
the ultimate means of the breakdown of jmerican current capitalist stronghold. 
He advocated the preparation through Marxian teachings persons who will | 
ultimately be in a position "to reach the. masses in this country. He lauded. 
the soap box orators and he observed that the Communist Party will develop-= - 
nore matters that will bring into.focus the masses of poople on one pref 
or enother. In this connection he mentioned thefinternational Worke ee 


12 


NH 100-1128 


- a roe. \e 


Order as ore of the groups assisting in that effort. In this connection also 
| he referred frequently'to LENIN as a great speaker who reached great masses of | 
| : - the industrial workers. 


T-1 stated that on December 7, 1945 the BRANSTENS meade arrangements to attend 

a forum in Westport, Connecticut, to be held the following day with ‘RUTH and 

CARROLEMHOLLISTER, The speaker at this forum was tobe ————NTGHOLS, who) 

was reported to have been with the Standard Oil Company in Ghinakand is .- 

presently -with the "Hurley crowd" in Washington, D. G. It had been decided 

i that several progressives should be present to help "cope" with. the ‘situation. 

. 92345. | 
T-4 stated that a cocktail party would be held at the BRANSTEN residence 
December 26, 1945 from 4:30 P.H. to 7:00 P.M. for a few German refugees anda’ , 
fev intimate friends of. the BRANSTENS'. This informant also, stated that a New ~ 

‘Yeurs Eve party was to be held at the BRANSTEN residence to raise funds for the 
Nozwalk Chapter of Professional group Communist Party. ‘ vse Ainge? 
; -. eee 
2 stated that in continuation of BRANSTEN'S interests in the labor movement; 
ao he had prepared the’ Preamble and Constitution for the Norwalkyendistrial Unicon 

Gouncil of the CIO and copies of the rough dreft of théPréamble to the 

Constitution had been furnished.by the informant and are retained in the New 

Hoeven files. It is to be noted that the New Haven files indicate that the 

Norwalk Industrial Usion Gouncil of the CIO has been under active organization 

by one ROBERDEKLING., 2 nenber of the Norwalk Workers group of the Communist 

Party. — \ 


7 
et 
crac a emp 


weep mee en § 


This informant also stated that RUDOLF GILLESPIE forwarded to BRANSTEN another 
notice of a meeting of the Norwadkyilorkers Club of the Communist ‘Party to be 
held January 8, 1946 in Norwalk, Connectictte 6 # 


var eb rip arto ag aN Aas hoe ORE 


The informant also furnished a notice mailed to BRANSTEN by RUDOLF GILLSSPIE, 
Ghairman, and B. REWLES, Corresponding Secretary, calling to his attention the - 
meeting of the Citizens Committee, (to combat racial and religious prejudice) 
scheduled for January 10, 1946 in Norwalk, Connecticut. 


“ee TRE Stem 


reso Oa oe 


4’nother notice of e meeting of .th® Norwalk Ghapter.of the NAACP Executive 
Committee to be held Jamary 11, 1946 was forwarded to this Subject under the 
name’ of BRUCE MINTON by irs. PEI NENHENDRICKS » Secretary of the Nurwalk 
Chapter NAACP : : \ 


* 


T2 also furnished ‘several rough draft.copies for a leaflet prépared by 
BRANSTEN for the Communist Party of Connecticut ‘entitledsinhat Are The Strikes 
Lbout?". The rough draft copies of this leaflet are being maintained in the 
New Haven files arid T-4 furnished a copy of the printed form of: the leaflet, 

a portion of which is quoted as follows: 
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We are the members of the Communist Party of Connecticut. Wé ; 
are your fellow citizehs, We are the Communists who live next i 
ddor to you. 


ey 


“fg 


Ae es 
t 


¥ 
ER FPLTEC OR La, Se 
Es £ alice 


Saee 


MWe believe in a better world. We believe a working man has the 
Awerican right to belong to the union of his own choice. 


Ky 


| } 
} { 
ras 93815 
a % c > "We support the union men of Stamford, of Bridgeport, of Norwalk, ; . | 
pS isk : of Aucrica. We support the fight for. DEMOCRACY on the union front. | 
ee: we support thedunity oft. F. of L. afiGgeel.0,; the unity of white 

ot C8 workers and Négro workers; of* Catholic, ,» Jew and Protestant; of - 
foo ALL americans of good will to defend themselves against the 


profit-mad monopolists who own and control the rich corporations, 


"WE SUPPORT THE FIGHT TO WA INTAIN AN AHBRICAN STANDARD OF LIVING. 
Join the Communist Partyt ‘Join the political party of the working 
class that fights for union rights » political rights, social rights,- 
and oF a future Socialist America. 


” 
eof 


. 7 COMMUNIST PARTY OF CONNECTICUT «+ 
= : S40 Main Stréet 
Bridgeport 5, Connecticut " 


& copy of the printed pamphishs as furnished by si is maintained in the New - 
Haven file. 
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POSTTION AND STATUS IN REGARD TO NEV. MASSES AND 
THE COMMUNIST Pa RTY 


Confidential Informant T-2 furnished a copy of a letter addressed by 
the Subject to’Mr. JOHN HOlrRSARAnSON,’ Hollywood, California, June 6, 
1945. The contents of this letter has been set forth verbatim in ref- 
erenced report of the Los. Angeles Field Division dated July 12, 1945. 
A copy of the letter furnished by this informant is being ma intained 


_in the New Haven’file. |- | : 92847 


The informant furnished a copy of correspondence dated August 18, 1945 
addressed to thé editors of New asses magazine by UTERO and 

BRUCE MINTON. as is noted from thé referenced report 6f\Special Agent 
HAROLD E. IBYER dated September 21, 1945 this letter in content is al- “% 
most identical with the content of those letters addressed to the edit- 
ors of New Masses as set forth in the aoove referenced report. However, 
the informant stated this letter is. believed to have oeen the actual 
letter forwarded to the editors of the New Masses magaziné and this let- 
ter bore the offer of the yesignation of both RUTH McKENNY and BRUCE 
MINTON as contributing aditors of New Masses, with the request that their 
names be removed from the roster of contributing editors. 


° 


The informant uedioned a copy of correspondences ‘dated, August 31, 1945 3. 


addressed to Mr. and Mrs. BRANSTEN, signe. » (possibly A. B. MAGIL),? ‘° 
inviting both to participate in the September 5 meeting in a sories of. 
discussion meetinhs being held on the topic “tPhe Role of Theory in the 
work of the Magazine, and New Masses as an Educator for Socialism". 


Under dete af Septemoor 8, 1945 a er signed by both BRUCE MINTON and 
RUTH McKENNY Was written to WILLIAM 2. FO FOSTER, Communist Party of Amer- 
ica, New York City. The informant furnished a copy of this’ correspond- ° 
encé.W.ich is four pages in length and which sets. forth in part the nee 
ferences of opinion of the Writers With th. present policy of the New 
Masses magazine and attempts to explain to FOSTER thoir reason for off- 
ering their resignations as contributing editors to the New Masses mag+ 
azine. The letter adds that to date the New Masses magazine has refus- 
ed to accept their resignations, Pertinent: partions of this letter are 
quoted as follows: : , 


"Since the Communist convention, tne editors of Nek Masses proved their 
lack of understanding of Marxism over and over, and have repeated, under 
the guise of correcting apa Oe: most of their former revisionist err- 


ors." ; * 
There Shaneparicved a list of ten examples of the above errors, most et 
of which are identical With those set forth in the letter to the editors 


of New Masses as previously set out in referenced report dated September 
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a ; 21, 1945. : The letter continues, 
iN "T know I place myself under the cloud of ultra-leftism, but this I 
a ; Cannot accept, since revisionism cannot be justified and is a betray- 
- , al, and for all the name-calling (Which so many Communist, “fficc - 
aN holé+ rs. still indulge in) revisionism still continues. Black-mailing 
\s our membership Will not root out the evil of desertion of -the Working 
4 class, the anti-fascist movement, or result in the progresa of the 
American people. : 
“ aa 93848 
_ - "JT must add that most of the sins of New Masses are committed daily by 
ee the Communist Party. Let me give, some “exampTes* The Party hes called 
= for mass movements in support offalleviating legislation f remploy= 
g ‘ment.relier, permanent F.E.P.Cvemrei-poll tax legislation, Dblic “work: 
iy vt rons protection, and so forth. Nothing the Communists have support- 


Re ed is not fully supported by the reformist trade unions but by refusing 
to take our place in leadership, we are allowing the working class to 
believe-that if legislation is passed they ara forever safe. Worsé, in 
the meantime lay-offs continue. ----It is my belief, and I am no trade 
ig unionist and can only ask why this has not .been discussed, that acti on 
“s ~ | * against lay-offs must oe two-fold---the call for legislation both on 
ee at the State and national fronts; and action immediately’ in the shops. Why 
hee cannot unionists refuse to be laid off? Ve once developed the sit-down 
ee | tochnique. I am not advocating sit-downs; but I am saying that we must 
‘ i develop new forms, immediate forms to force the discontinuance of lay- 
or ae. offs. We must take leadership. Communist Party that does not have 
% a | Qa program in advance of: eres cece movement has no excuse for ex~ 
ae i istynce. The Party is not &gsociated with the fight against discrimin- 
“9 ~~ ation because it refuses to take leadership.“~*BROWDER taught us to sigette 
re ate ourselves. he arg still prone, to do so. bof : 


ae ‘of 


i 


i "There is confusion, low morale, unhappiness, and despair in the Party. 

an: The leadership eloquently tell us that all is, different, but. fle cannot: 

4 AD : got old members to come t» meetings. They are 'too busy', and besides 

wae , they say the Party is not doing anything. They are disgusted by the 
: continuance of reformism. ‘why should wo enlist members in a Party which 
does not lead, which is a tail to the clo, Which has no bravery and no 
‘leadership? It is not enough to hold a convention and make good resolves. 

RUTH and I feel that leadership which made the revisionist oetraying 
mistakes of the past, cannot lead in the future--- and we have much the 
same leadership. Besides, after giving this leadership a chance it is 
making the same mistakes as were made during BROi.DER's sway -- with a 

' different vocabulary to be sure, but in action the same, the very same. 


owt 


"Our Party believes/in you, Comrade FOSTER, not necessarily in Comrades 
i ' DENNIS and \ILLLAM ON who are 9 part ofthe Secretariat. Most Party mem- 
. WT serra scecoed and ths Party is not in the mood 


n 
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to take anyone for.granted or on trust. But We know you, and we trust 
yous Fut we also Want, more than anything’ else, a revolutionary, Marx- 
ist, militant Party, and we have not got it. There is the excuse that 
this Will take time. We do not accept the excuses+;+-since, though it 
Will take time t» succeed in convincing the American! working class and 
people to accept our leadership, We have not yet even attempted to give 
that leadership. And far worse, What We do* offer smacks of BROWDERism, 
of slick evasions, of formulations phat seem to be militant but add up 
to much the samé sort of evasion and reformism that BROWDER advocated. 
We do not stress, in the Daily Worker, in: the speeches of our leaders, 
the fact that this is an imperialist nation; a nation that represents 
the highest deve lopment of monopoly capitalism, of moribund capitalism. 
Wwe do not draw conclusions from this. We formulate no ,such a way that 
technically we may guard against the charge of BROWDERism, but actual ly 
we do not differ Prom BROWMDERism because we do not convey’ to our member- 
ship or those who will listen to us the truth about Capitalism, the 
truth about the danger of Fascism, the truth about the necessity of con- 
tinual struggle, advancing struggl:, broadening struggle, the truth that 
Capitalism cannot and will not solve,the Capitalist crises With which wo 


ara faced. aa 98232349 i 
; wes 


"I hope sincerely that you see this letter. I know you are very busy, 
but I appeal to you to clarify us all and to lead us out of the present 
morass. You have too important a place in American life and in the his~ 
tory of our generation not to fulfill your grand tradition and to brush 
aside everything and everyone who stands between you and your role as | 
linrxist leader, unafraid and absolutely honest. 


"xe believa in you, I repeat. I am not attempting to talk for anyone’ 
except RUTH and mc, but I do believe that many, many others feel as We 
do. We are not Workers, and We must, as intellectuals, take ‘our place 
in the Party as populerizers but not as lenders of this great Marxist 
whovement. But we feel now that there is insufficient leadership, that’ 
the “disease of the past two years and more is uncured. Therefore, we 
an only make ‘our protest known through our own organization-- the New 
Masses-~ und by Writing you frankly and daringly of our feeling that 
something is Wrong and must be corrected forthwith. 


“ith Warm personal greetings and unbounded respect for the leader of 


the American Marxist, Communist~--- Leninist movement, we are sincerely 
% 


and devotedly BRUCE, -MINTON and RUTH McKENNY, 
i ra macmNNns 1 


HERBERT _HOOVER, ent cd the followite paragraph. 
17 
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X . 
» ‘"T have seen the letter sent to Comrado FOSTER which I think is splend- 
id. I can only hope that FOSTER gets to read it and that some effort © 
is made to at least recognize. out serious shortcomings. as for my part, | 
I fail to see the slightest .iota of revolutionary content in our move- 


ment--if you can characterize it as a movement. ° 

ee / -  98B<0 - 
The informant takes this as a definite indication that the above letten 
writton to V.ILLIAM Z, FOSTER was actually sent to Him by BRANSTEN.. 


n 


5 


Confidential Informant,T-2 furnished a copy of rough draft éorrespord ence 
prepared by BRUCE MINTON on an unknown date addressed to "Dear Fellow 
Contributor". Tho informant states this is’an indication that this cor- 
réspondence was forwarded to.the several other contributing cditors to 
the New Masses magazine. In this letter, BRINSTEN summarizes thse events 
leading up to the submission of resignations by both himself and RUM 3 
McKENNY and sets forth also his reasons for such an action. In thre? :” 
Corréspondence, BRiNSTEN states that one letter explaining their decision 
to resign.Was forwarded to the New Masse& staff. Subsequent thercto, 
threo letters explain:ng the position plus a detailed. analysis of New 
Masses content for two currant issues wore also forwarded’ tothe New Mass- 
es staff. However, no action had been taken upon their resignations 


Under date of September 15, 1945 a 90 .-¥ of correspondence addressed. to 
ROTH and RICBARD BRANSTEN from aALVAHYSESSIE Was received. The infotmarit 
states this is a three page letter apparently written by BESSIE in reply - 
to the abova letter in which he criticizes RICHARD BRANSTRW as follows. —~ 


"~--Take no pride in the fact that MINTON-McKENNY were right and JOR 
NORTH was Wrong. Stop it; you should beaashamed of yourselves for taking 
such an casy tack. SWing your weight around and let the punches fall 
Where they-may. But ON THE ISSUES, not on your rightness or wrongness in 
the past. at 


In this correspondence; ALVAH BESSIE indicated that both he and BRANSTEN 
Were intcrested in an organization that has a “specific purpose in the 
World, and in making it the best kind of an. organization we know how to-- 
within the limitations of ourselves and our very human membership. Me, I 
Would die for that or-~anizution,* and came near doing it (lousy as its lead- 
ership Was even in Spain), and EI think you would.dé the same. But neither 
of us should take any credit for this; we knew What we Were getting into 
When We started, or we should have known," : ; 


Confidential Informant T+1 advised that as of Septémbor 21, 1945 both .. 
RUTH McKENNY and RICHARD BR\NSTEN had resigned as contributing, cditors of 
NeW Misses but that to date their resignations had not buen accopted. 


Confidential Informant T-2 stated that: on Septembor li, 1945, abe ( JQSEFH 
= RQRTH) directed correspondence to RUTH and: RICHARD BRANSTEN in which he 
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advised that ABE (AHB-MAGIL) had. showed him the BRANSTEN letter of re- 
Signation and the subsequent two. As he had just returned from a sev- 
eral weeks vacation, NORTH stated as follows; - 
iigeat ; ; wet ' : Q Raed 
esignation is, as you certainly agree, a most drastic stepy tend “I-“don't 
: «see how it can be considered without prior discussions. In talking it over 
: With ABE and JOHN (JO ESTUART ),. we agreed that we ought to talk matters 
over first. After all wé do have much in common.. ve all agree on the 
resolution and once there is agreement there, I believe that all other 
matters, whatever their nature, can be thrashed out for the good of the 
magazine and the movement. : s 4 


North recommended that the BRANSTENs attempt to come to New York foran 
. interview with him at an early date. 


Confidential Informant T-2 was informed by RUEEFONDA » wife of aNDREW 

ONDA, Connecticut State C.P. Chairman, that she had unreliably heard that 
BRUCE MINTON had dropped out, and had also heard that he had resigned 

from New Masses and that he did not like the national set-up and had claim- 
vd ne Would like to see EUGENE “DENNIS and JOHN VILLIAMSON out of the 

Party, and that he did not-thrak mich of FOSTER. This information was 


furnished to Confidential Informant T-l"én“September 15, 1945. ; 


& 


’ Om this date PES Russo, State C.P. Secretary, told the informant she 
had recently recoi¥ed his transfer and had just sent it out to him. She 
stated that she had uot received any formal note of resignation From tho 
Party from him which would. be necessary if he had resigned. It is in 

' teresting to note that a review of the New Haven files indicates that 
ANDREV ONDA, and his wife are very close associates ahd contacts of JOHN 
WILLIAMSON and from the above information boing in the possession of RUTH 
ONDA it would appear that BRANSTEN's letter of September 8 as sct forth 
above had been observed or thv. contents mace known to JOHN + ILLIAMSON who 

. had communicated with RUPE sr AMDRR orn, concerning its contents. 

‘ 


Confidential Informant T-2 advised that BRANSTEN had recoivod correspond _ 
once postmarked September 11, 1945 from Connecticut State C.P. headquart-- 
ors, 840 Main Strect, Bridgeport, 3, Connocticut, on that date which, 
according to the informant, Would ‘verify the statement above of PRARL 
RUSSO that BRANSTEN's transfor card had boc. forwarded to him on Scptem- 
ber 1l. : 3 : 


t 


RUTH BRANSTEN advised T-1 on September 27, 1945 thet she hud been con+ ;! 
tacted by V. Jd. JEROME. who had evidenced a desire to have a talk with 

the BRANSTENs. “HS had stated "some people have been talking to me about 
some letters they have received and I thought it would pe a good idca to ° 
talk things over With-you old friends,” RUTH BRANSTEN statcd JEROME did 
not appear t) know that the.BRANSTENs had attémptod to contact him at 


, a ig 
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his New York office a few days prior thereto, but that JEROME appeared 
relieved when advised that the BRiNSTENs had not left ponies names when 
calling ais office. Oa September 29, 1945, ee -BRa NSTSN advised the 
informant that ves cS ee bad visited the BY ESTuvs residence on that 


date. 2 
; > 98822 

Confidential Informant 1-2 stated thet apparently following the discussion 
V. d. dJLROME had had With the BUANSTTUs, he had written a letter to them. 
&s under date of October 15,1945, RICH.RD BRiHSTEN had’ prepared cor- 

respondence addressed to V. J. JUROMB in which BR. ‘STEN pointed o¥t’ thet 
he and ROTH _MGKSNNY could not accept the judgement placed on their let-. | 
ter by JEROME. e. it appeared from the reply of BRANSTEN that JEROME had 
boen anxious to quict the BRaNSTEi's and smooth the matter over and ive 
thd BRANSTENs were not willing to accept as the ultimate end of thei . 
agitation and criticism, as He believed that would be further Son ae 
of the corruption of Sihaempeauies and would’ weaken the Farty further: 
BRaNSTEN also stated he and R712 would demand and v.ould continue to fight 
With their’full energy for a Marxist, Leninist Party; that they were tired 
of dishonesty, lies, and evasions and that both stood on their demamd for” 
the removal of thoir names from the masthead of New Masses magazine With 
an explanation to the readers. 


4 


T~2 also furnished a copy of correspondence dated October 31, 1945 ad-, 
dressed to QCE.RD ERAUSTEN by LLES/GLARE (Mrs. AL Wai RESSTE), 5123 
Laurel Grove avenue, North dollywood, ‘Califordia, which appeared to be 

> a summaty of her opinions as‘to the action of RIGHARD and “7 Tu) BR.NSTEY 

, in resigning from New Ma Masses wazazine as Well as tne explanation of a 
misunderstanding coneéraing their avtivities with the Farty vhile in Cal- 
ifornia. This gorrespondence is being forwarded as an enclosure to the 
Los ARES ase Ficld Division. , 


v 


T+2 Aueniened the following copies of correspondence Which are being set 
forth in es entirety in view of their pertinence to this investigation. 


~ 


"COPY : . 

48 Canal Strect, 
The Secretariat, - yYestport, Conn. 
Communist Party, USA, 
Now York City. November 7, 1945 
Comrades: 


* 


f Sas 4 


. 
2 


a 
The enclosed copies of a lettor.received from Yomradd Jeroms an 
Ruth MeKenney's and my answer to it are self-explanatory. : : 


\e are forwarding these copies to you in order thet you may be 
fully informed of our feelings in this matter. - 


20 Comradly yours, 


Bruce ifinton 


er. 
Set or 
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Comnaunist Party of the USA : . 
November 7, 1945. 
Bruce Minton, bos 


48 Canal Street 
Westport, Connecticut ‘ 


Dear Richard: , 


It is clear that little progress can be made in the matter 
of evaluating your criticisms of New Masses on the plane/ of discussion you 
have chosen. Hence, my disinclination to get further involved in the time- 
consuming correspondence through Which I can hardly hope-to succeed, Where 
in my half-day conversation with you and Ruth I obviously faileds in 
convincing you of what to me is your admixture of incorrect * 
conclusions With What is essentially sound in your criticism. 


My view on the matter is shared by the Sgcretariat, It has 
therefore beén decided to arrango e mecting with you and Ruth, in which’ 
a member of the Secretariat together with two or threo members of tho Nat- 
jon: 1 Committee Staff, inclyding myself, participate. We hope at that 
, mecting to bring the entire question to a satisfactory conglysion. Duo to 
: ‘pressure of work, this meeting cannot bo held béfore the last week of 
his month.’ You will be notificd of the date sufficiently in advance. Un- 
til then, of course, all organizational points raised in your lettors will 
have to be held in absyance. : . 
I am glad to learn that you have become involved in 
actrive Party work in your branch and for the Connecticut State Committee. 
I am confident that your contributions will be noted. 


ee mate etna oe TE 
o~ 


a . My best ta you and Ruth. 
: As ever, 
" (Signed) Jerome “ 
Vid. Jcrome 
OTOP OTE LIE TNT 


an 48 Canal Street, 
aa . os iestport, Conn. 
q . ; November 7, 1945 


Dear Jcrome: 


We were vory surprised to get your lctter. ‘ce can sce no point 
to this so-called meeting. In fact, it alarms us, as it seems to inditate 
that the old burcaucratic Way of doing things continues in the top cireles 
of the Party. Furthermore, there scoms to be an intimatiom that this mectiryz 
will bo sort of a "trial" of Ruth and mc, and that there may be shazges 


el. 
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against us. Naturally, this is intolerablic, we cannot and will not expose 


ourselves to arbitrary, undemocratic action on the part of ‘O8R2 ie 
>, 
y Furthermore, We cannot admit the compotence of three a 
members of the National Committee Staff and an undesignated mem.er of the 
Secretariat to pass on the matter of New Masses. You came up here t o 
"settle" the question and admitted that you 1 had only "glanced" at the 
magazire casually, yet you passed on our criticisms nonetheless from the 
point of view of whether We Were right or Wrong. You.had no information 
about the overhead of NM, and yet you folt that to raise tne point Was 
not important. te know that it is the habit of most people involved in this. 
so-called discussion not to read NM ~- a Worthy hasit -= but it is almost 
impossible to discuss the magazine with poople who have no idea of its 
content. I am amused by tho fact that in all your discussion, you have not 
dealt specifically with the criticism which: we forwarded to you at length. 
., Further, you state that we are guilty of an “admixture of incorrect 
conclusions with what is essentially sound in your criticism." How can 
there be any deduction that wo have “incorrect conclusions" when such mat- 
ters as NM content, NM overhead are ignored and further, when these matters 
are beyond discussion since you admittedly lacked information about thom. 
It We must insist that any discussion must take place.with people 
who are thoroughly acquainted With NM's contents and who are not guilty 
, of the extromes of revisionism in the past. we consider this important, "oe 
Would like to point out that if Eugene Dennis is the member of the Secrotar- 
iat who Will sit in on the discussion, wo must object that we do not consl+ 
der him Gompetent to judge the matter -- not only Was he guilty of carrying 
through the most vigorous liquidation of the Party (which I. suppose most 
présont members of the National Committees are guilty of, with the exception 
of Comrade Foster and some of the new members), but Dennis has a porsonal 
grudge against Ruth and.me which transforms his presence into a personal mat+ 
ter, and therefore naturally we could not expect either objectivity or the 
necessary intérest in the facts rather than in: the personalities inw lved, 
which:we consider imperative. Demis, if you will rocall, disaqiplined me 
for a position taken in Washington -- Dennis' line was provon to be abysmally 
revisionist and incorrect, thoywgn he nevor had: the decency to acknowledge 
this. Purther, Dennis‘has gossiped. about me behind my back; if what he 
said was tru¢, thGM RG should have preferred charges; if what he said was 
truco, he should have had the minimum integrity to fuco me with these 
accusations. I should like to‘indicate that the revisionist and petty 
bourgeois criticism of Ruth's book, Jake Home, lJaunched by Dennis! wi fe, 
ddes not reassure us that Demis is likely to be interested in the problems 
raised: by New Masses in distinction to his dislike of Ruth and me 
personally and his record of taking personal attitudes on political questions 


not only With us but with others, Which Would sgem to a ear him in 
‘this matter, 


2, 
« . 


wo 


; 
My party status and Ruth's are not under consideration. 
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—piinon and told us how abjectly revisionist his role had been. 
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QBSe? | 
suggest that When you Write that you are glad to learn that I have be- 

Come involved in active party work, you seem to suggest that I have not 
been involved previously, This is not the case. I have been involved in. 
active party work, within my Club, since I arrived here in June, and be-. - 
fore in my Club at Hollywood, before that in my Club in Washington, D.C., 
and before that in my Club at New York City. I have been involved in act- 
ive party Work, Without intermission, since 1934. So has Ruth. In fact, 
our record in Hollywood, is one of active struggle against the most revision~ 
ist and treasonous acts of the CPA, against liquidationism, against such 
theories as the one that the US is not an imperialist nation, that the the- 
ory of surplus value is antiquated, that the post-war period will not be one 
of class struggle, etc. Throughout my membership in the party, I have 
taught classes of all sorts -~ I am doing sd now -~ I have written in the 
party press, and have belonged to the organizations of the Party. | aS 


n 


Willingly permit ourselves to be put on the spot by people who, despite the 
Glear will vf the national convention, replaced Robert Minor ina position, . 
of leadership, and are "annoyed" that a publication like New Masses is chal- 
_jenged because it raises the question of revisionism and the integrity of 
the Communist, venguard movement. “. | , 


: 
« *; 2 


" , The only ‘question involved is: Ruth and I Wish to rosign from NM 


With a note a pearing in the magazine stating that we are not responsible for 
the revisionist and reformist editorial policy of the last eightoon to twen-. 
tyfour months. This is thé sole question. we were asked Why we: took this 
positions we explained. If the Secretariat and the National Committee cre - 
unWilling to face the reality of New Masses, and prefer ts let it slip by, - 
if they pretend that to raise the question of revisionism and party effect- 
iveness “is unpolitic, we can only disagree and let the matter go. As. .you 
said yourself when you visited us -~ every one of our charges against Ni 
scemed true; you objected, as we did, to the recent clevation of Robert 

AS you said, 
revisionism still plagues the party, we must be vigilant, ell of us have 

the obligation to fight every tra c-of it. You Suggested that the NM stuff. 
be completely reorganized on paper, so that Ruth's nome could be omitted 
Without anyone knoWing why, and so that an excuse could be found to’ prevent 
the NM staff from being challenged with their own revisionism. Wwe think this 
& gross evasion; we think such a solution =~ which admits the charge, bat. 
attompts to concen] it -- is an encouragement to revisionism. We would not 
be fulfilling our obligations as party meusers if wo accepted it. _ Should 

we refuse to struggle against crrors that yeu yourself admitted and bemoan~ 


.. ed? 


. Why is a msoting being arranged Without. the NM staff present ~— 
Which seems the case according to your letter? Why is not tho NM staff 


» mado t answar for its misleadership. Why are we throatened because we dare’ 


25, « 


fF oe aera oma te are 


No, we qannot cheerfully accept any sort of "trial," nor Will We . - 


Pinay, 
. e 
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1 % . es he 8 7 i ee 0 

to s2ject to’ revisionism? It reminds us, unpleasantily of the. fact that 

We Were throatened sometime back because We objected to Browderism, ... 

3 ; Our position is as follows: we demand that we’ .be allowed to 

resign from NM With an accompanying short statoment dissocinting ourselvos 

from the revisionist, reformist policy of the magazine. If: that is refus- 

ed, because it raises unpleasant questions, then we shall’ let our names re- ~ 

main ~~ rather than allowing our names to be dropped without, proper explan- 

ation -- making clear to the staff and the National Committce that we re- 

sent and condemn the undsmocratic, dictatorial, high-handed manner in, which 

the matter has been handled. . 
“* "7  Qngrme 

" We are not on trial. we think the NM staff should bS Tivo tigated 

and action taken immediately because’ of their revisionism, their ‘harm to ~ 

the Communist movement. the aro not under charges. ‘If charges.are to be 

placed, then they must be placed through our Club, in the manner prescribed 


‘by the cnnstitution. Tho’only other body that has the right to discuss any 


charges in this matter is the readersgip of NM, but that is impossibls, . 
Since thore is no Way for us to. reach then. edo not think a committee 
that is unequipped, that is prejudiced is goifig to reach satisfactory 
Gon¢lusions for anyone -~ and we feel the committee you have. named is 
prejudiced and ill-equipped for the task of determining wheter Nil is re- 
visionist (since no one has studied NM). Further, you say that you have 
decided Ruth and I are wrong, and so has the Secretariat. In that case, it 
Seoms useless t> have a meoting. S> you think we cre Wrong. But it is 

also true that nothing has been done to correct What you call "what is - 


n 


essentially s.und in your criticism." ‘ 
ke We repeat.that we aro not on trial’ and we aré nt anxious to 
be intimidated. “oc therefore do not »-lievs the methods you suggest would 


be of help. \ ‘ 


n Tam sorry to have consumed so much of your time, now and in the 


past. I em sure yeu have many important duties; arid the fight against re- 
visionism, the fight to make Mi a useful, offoctive, Widely-read, Marxist 
magazine is distracting, and-perhips there are problems far more pressing, 

I would suggest that until the party is free to clean out the revisionism 
and refvrmisni being spread by NM, thet any mecting just to tell us to stop 
bothering you and the National Committee and the Secretariat will be time 
consuming and reach no Ed0d end. It is our bolicf that reprimands to us 
for raising the question do not solve the guestion. And if you are convinc- 
ed th:t we should remgin silent henceforth, if the Secretariznt focls this 
Way and does not want its time wasted, then we have no recourse but to ro- 
tain silont. But we are not willing to submit to a,teoting Which has pre- 
judged us, nor gre wo Willing to put ourselves on trial When the charges 
Concern the WM. “¢ Would suggost thet the mecting be forgotton at this : 
time, as serving no gocd purpose. nu would suggest that if any charges aro 
contemplated against us, that thoy be mde in a Constitutional manner thr ough 


ea 4 
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» 


our local club in Norwalk. 2 would suggest if it is only a matter that 
our views on MM are annoying and time~c onsuming and Will not be heeded, * 
thet the S cretariat inform us and tell us ‘So shut up. %e Would suggest, 
further, thet the whole issue is’ whether we shall be allowed to resign 
from NM with a statement th:t wc have resigned and that we are in dis- 
agrecnient With editorial policy. «4 mecting on this subject can only for- 
bid this or grant it -- end wo do not think the meeting Was designed to 


discuss this point. 
98827 
Comradly, , : 
: Bruce Minton. a 


Confidential Informyat T-1 was “advised by RICHARD BRANSTEN th.t he had 
spoken to. Ci, REBACTO TZ and made arrangements to sce him December 8 or 9. 
at tho Savoy Plaza Hotel.at New York City when he and RUIH McKeNNY would’ 
bo in New York (ity. BR\NSTEW statcd that there was a slight possibility 
that he and RUTH would be summoned by a group thoy belonged to, and thot 
if so then the "drums Would poet to roi". : 


Later BRA NSTEN told tne informant that he and RUTH McKENNY had received 
notics of o meeting at C.F. headguarters, Now York bity and were to attend 
this mecting the afternoon of Decembor 14; 1945. The informant stated that 
BRANSTEN also .«dviscod_CH,RLES K.TZ of the date and time of this neoting 
stating that ne did not know how long the meeting would last or "oxec tly 
Wheat we're getting into" BRaNSTEN stated thet . TLLIAM 2 %. FOSTER had a’ «- 
ed tho to cone to New York City to seg him in what BR INSTR dés¢ribed as 

« “rather nice note", but BRANSTEN belicved they Were angry with them and 
Would attempt to reprimand them for having demanded resignation as editors 
of New Misses, In e& discussion with CHARLES KATZ, BRANSTEN stated that 

he had also demanded the resignation of the editors of New Masses for rs- 
visionism and incompetence and had .reatsd «a “terrific stink" and are in « 
sort of fight now, BaaNSTEN plainly indicated thet they refuscd to ba rep- 
rimanded und that he and his wife believed thst they would be told to "Ib - 
good" and that tne catter would end that way. BR.YSTEN stated, "It's not 
for fun ---it's for keeps? BR.USTEN also indo arrangements to meot Cin RLES 
KaTZ in Hew York City on December 14. . 


All of the above letters and correspondence furnished by Confidential In- 
foraant T-2 arc being retained in the New AJaven file. 


CORRESPINDENTS AND ( (NTACTS .ITHIN THE LOS . 
ANGSLES FLGLD DIVISION 


Confidential Informant T-2 has. saenedd th:.t the Subject continucs to re- 
ecive correspondence froa the 59th Asse..bly District Co.sunist Club of Los 
nngeles, .alifornia. 


5 


es 


i “2. A lotter fron RUTBAR NSFIELD; 4321 Beboock avenuc, Studio 


{Kounintangepea ANG Kil SSOK anu the Chim. situation. It is te be noted this 
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The Subject also continues to receive pornas pendence from the following: 


a 


il. Wo YG LLGREN, 1201 North iensfield Avenuo, Hollywood, 38, 
eT eae : 


City, California. ~~ meet! ie f 
3. s& letter froma an unknown iene 20018 Hermon Benue, 
Los Angéles, 24, California. «f. eRe ee PR a a 
@.. imoographed_ correspondence from tnotsertec en writers! Guild, 
Ad Pag tInce, Hollywood, CaliYornia I 
ree A: E5ILIG DETECTIVES, Post Office Box 4215, Valine s 
Stations Los Angeles, California. ~ ONROK 
: ES ey 


Confidential Informant T-1 advised'that on December 17, 1945 the BRANSTENs - 
. had been requested to loun HSLEM CLARE and ALVAi FASSIE the sum of 2,000 

for one year. The RASSIEs nad requested: the" Tonras they hed bean evicted 

from their home, 5123 Laurel Grdve Avonue, Norta Hollywood. RICWaRD BRail- 


STSN stated that he and RUTH Mc KENNY had been foreed to tum this down with 


the offer of only $500 somotine sftor Januar » 1946 duo to the expensive 
litigation over the custody of ’ be 


b7Cc 
ORRESPONDEHTS wD CONTACTS »ITIIN THE We oe 


v 


. ‘ YORK FITS ut FISLD DIVISION Cale 

; ' ; Sa aa ; 
Confidentinl Informant T~1 was edvieed by RUT McKENNY a ae a GRACE ° 
GRaNICH nad been overnight guests at the BRiNSTEN residence Str-New Year's - 
uve and had attended a party held by the EHnets Ms to which ‘only intimate 
friends were invited.. 


On sieoaey 1, 1946, RICH.RD: dR. NSTEY told the informant that he had pads 

to GEORGES SELES relative toa conversation the latter had had with GRLCE Ee 
CRANICH at tho Yew Ysar's Evo party at the BRANSTMs'!. Tho informant s State 

ed the conversation hed to do With SSLDBS' obtaining permission fron GRACE 

“GRANICH to use a story Which sho hed obtgined epparontly from ea Ghinese 

Communist at the United Nations Convention in Sun Francisco, California and 

Which source was confidential ts her. 


_~ 
. 


GRiCE GRAPICH had given hin pormission but Was now afreid that if the story ° 
Wes publisho d and her source became known-it might complicate "tho si tus tint. 
‘in China. The informant stated the story referred to General ZURLEY, “the 


ata was furnished ts tho Bureau by letter dated January 9, 1946 under the- 
caption "GEORGE SELDES,:- INTERM.L SECURITY - C", copios of which-were ulss 
forwarded ty the New, York Field Division. : 


G nfidential Informant T-2 furnished « enpy of correspondence forwarded t> : 
RUTH and RICH RD BRANSTSN from GRiOH GRANICH, 339 Hast 16ta Street, Mew Yark a 
City, in which GR.CB GR.NICH stutss th.t sho hud been asked to work for JOE 
ROBIN in the Foreign Departaent of the Daily ‘worker t» replace HELER 
“SIMON, Wao vas leaving. Tho infora.nt also furnished a copy of mimeorraph~ 
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ed correspondence forwarded to’ RICHARD BRANSTEN by BDi./t WROETHSON, Ex- 

ecutive Secretary of ths Veterans of the Abrahei, Lincoln Brigade, 3 Astor 

Place, New York City. ‘ Cy 
ae 


RUTH and RICHARD BRaANSTEN also received correspondence from WARE, 


RORBBNPH LOOK, ee re residents in the arce of Wostchester> 
pee te ia oe ae 88829 
T-2 advised that one¥DORIS , using the letteraead of Harcourt, 


Brace and Company, Ihd., Now York City, corresponded with RI‘ HARD BRANSTE? 
in reply to a letter Which he had forwarded to her.‘ I, this correspondence 
DORIS indicated that RICH. RD BRANSTEN: had apparently requested hor 
advice and assistance in a natter involving the physical and wJntal cond- 
itions of RUTH BRANSTEN, and indicated ‘that he Was desirous of obtaining 


the assistance or services of a psychiatrist with whom hoe cguld consult 
concerning RMT BR NSTEN's condition. Indicative of the confidential nat- 
ure of RICHARD BRANSTEN's request, DORIS stated tiat altaough this 
letter had beon written on the letter head of Harcourt, Brace and Company, 
Inc, it Was hor own typing and without any carbon; was completely confid- 
ential and would remain so. oe , 
On a subsequent date, the BRANSTENS received additional correspondence 
from DORIS advising that she had made an appointment with a Doctor for 
them at that time. 


Confidential Informant'T-1 has cdvised thet this physician Was apparently 
Dr. Ma REIDY GUMBERT of New York City. Inasmuch as the above informant, as 
well as T-& havd reported that Subject and his wife were subsequently in 
frequent contact with him both in New York City, as well us in Westport, 
Connecticut, and for several days RUTH BRANSTEN remained in New York. City 
ata hospital where she réceived treatmonts for tayroid gland poisoning 
which illness the BRLNSTENs corisidered ta have resulted from ser neving 
tiken benzsdriag over a several yeer period, T-2 has also advised that Dr. 
GUMPERT continues to remain in frequent correspondence With tho BRIS TRls. 
7-2 advised that under duto of Septoiaber 7, 1945 correspondence Wes dir- 
ected to the Subject from the Keynote Recordings, Incorporated, 522 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City. tne informant Was unable to state as to tho cont- 
ents of this correspondence. However, the envolspe bore the aoove postmark. 


T.2 advised that on«Septeaber 11, 1945 correspondénce wis directed to RUTH 


and RICHARD ERAHSTEN from (HRISTHAYSIE.D of 21 Last 14 Stroot, Yow York, 3,.°; 


Wow York. This correspondence dealt with a plan: HRISTIEA STR.D had hid - 


brousht to her attention by one EDIT Ye DERSON, former aditor of the tsnun's 


page of the Daily “orker and wifo of hifs£SCA ROEDER journalist, ¢oncornmin: 


the mobilization of women behind the profressivo, or Comaunist movant. 
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RICHARD , BRi NSTEN received also correspondence dated September 21, 1945 


from _BLYACULEERISON, President of the orgarizaticn,2 % for Total Peace, 
Inc. aad RPT a 


The Subject aiso received correspondence dated September 21, 1945 from 
one¥!SEPH" ‘on the-letter head of the CIO. Political ,zvtion Compitteo, New 
York\City, . ORAS 


Confidential Informant T-1 advised that on Octover 10, 1945 saaerinons, 


(phonetic ) of Now York City Was to visit the BR NSTEN mornedeure ata later 
date. 


a 

The Subject also received correspondence from the P.E.N., The orld Associ- 
ation of Writers". BRANSTEN also roceived an invitation to the first con- 
ference on american Soviet Cultural Cooperation sponsored by the Committes 
of the arts of the National Council of american Soviet Friendship, Which 
Was to bo held Novembér 18, 1945 at the Engineering Society Building, New 
York City. BRANSTEN also received an invitation to attend a dinner forum 
on the Challenge of the Atomic Bomb in obsorvance of the 80th Anniversary 
of "fhe Nation" which was to be note December 3, 1945 at the Hotel Astor 
in New York es - 


ed that "RICHARD een aouia atone las. 

ant that ADAMMELSPIN) now has a job as editor of the "people's World” in “San 

Francisco and that they (,DAM and EVE) plan to move there sometime in Jan- 

vary, 1946. The informant Was uncertain as to the identity of the ,above 

ersons referred to as \DAM_and BVE. However, he stated that he has 
| whose names. aro 


On January 7; 1946, RICHiRD BRiNSTEN received correspandence according to 
T-2 from the JEFFERSON School of Social Scichce, New York City’and arother 
piece of correspondence on the same’, and some from Hep@ ROSSMAN of S21 

west liith Streét, New York City. ; 


T-2 has also advised that the Subject received correspondence from Congress~ 
nan VIT q IRCANTONIO of New York City.. 


peastras Informant T-1 advised that on 1 January 8, 1945 RICH.RD BRAN- 

STEN discussed with NaTHaN WITT a meeting of the International Longsaoremen's 
Association held at Prospect “Tall in Brooklyn, New York, 7 according to 
BRANSTEN, MiTHAN WITT Was the principal speaker. JOSEEHL Bue and fifty of 
his "goons" had attended this mecting uninvited and had "been "booed" out oF 
the Hall. according to BRANSTEN, WITT believed RYAN had lost control.of 
himsolf completely, Was very stupid and !ITT considered the meeting a terri 
fic success). BR NSTEN- stated that . ITT would be in Washington, D.C. ons 
January 9,° 1946 but would visit the BR.NSTENS again during the following week. 
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CORRESPONDENTS. AND CONTACTS WITHIN. THE SAN FR NC ISCO 
FIELD DIVISION 


7° 


Gonfidential Informant T-1 was advised by RICHARD BRANSTEN that LOUISE 


-BRANSTEN Was planning on coming to New York City approximately ‘ “Orie mortth 


ie 


TECK of ed Gough Street, San Francisco, California.” ee ee 


From October 9,.1945 and was spending the zpteensn ne time in San Fran- 
cisco, California. ; ae a 

| — 88854. - 
Confidential Informant 1-4 furnished a number. of copies of type written b6 
from LOUISE BRANSTEN to in Whi.h_she sets forth consid- 7¢ 
erable information concerning her presont activities. LOUISE PR NSTEN 
also mentions a number of individuals with whom she had been in recent 
contact,and all copies of this correspondence together with the- envelopes 
are bein> forwarded as enclosures to the San francisco Field Division. 


This informant also state ed that RICHARD PRANSTEN received a copy of faimeo- 
graphed correspondence from GHORGELELSON, Executive Secretary of the Ha RRY 
SIDGES . Victory Committee, San Francisco, California dated September 19, “1945, 


* 


The Subject also reGeived correspondence dated October 6, 1945 from Mrs, A. 
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CORRESPONDENTS AND CONTACTS WITHIN THE WASHINGTON 
FIELD DIVISION 


Confidential Informant Te ‘eueense two copies of correspondence forward- 
ed to the BRANSTENS ‘by HELEN (possibly HELEN _SILVERMASTER) ‘5 which 


’ fers to GREG (GREGORY ILVERMASTER) and toMhNATOLE (possibly -ANA~ 
TO KOV, believed to be *hé“son of HELEN STIVERUAST? aR). Confidential ~~ 


Informant q2 advised further that RUTH and RICHARD BRANSTEN had included 
GREG and HELEN and ANATOLE on their Christmas gift list along gpa A oe 
of their Clonee Y friends, - ; 

This informant also furnished two copies of see endetide from ANATOLE, one 
copy of which indicated that: ANATOLE had visited at the BRANSTEN residence 
‘and had enjoyed also his association there we ARAN (possibly WILLIAM 


“FELEKE of New York City) angXSTEAD (possibiy-WILLIAWSPEAD of New York “Ftyy, 


as well as GEONGE and HELENMSELDES | an air MANNY~“and GRACE GRANICH, It is to 
be noted that in reference Deport of ral Agent HAROLD E. MEYER dated 


-. September 21, 1945, information is set. forth that RUTH _McKENNY had invitéd 
,one AKATOLE TCLKOV of the U.S.N., who’was at that time™ Yesiding at the hotel. 


Governor Clinton in New York City, as well.as his girl friend,to visit oe. 
BRANSTEN residence on August 26, 1945.0 faa 

kA ore! OO rie ; 
Confidential Informant ad also furnished correspondence dated September 20, 
forwarded to RUT cd RICHARD BRANSTEN from eee on the letterhead 
of the fons kee ht imbassy Washington, D. C., which i dicated that STERN was 


1 be now employed 114 the: Public Relations Department of the above embassy and that 
4:* bis home address was 1520 Sixteenth Street’, N.W,, Washington, D.C. 


The Subject also'received correspondence dated Oetober S, ieee from 2134 
Kalorama Road, Washington, 8, D.C, (Ethiopian legation). +he latter corres- 


pondence was directed to ROTH ‘BRANSTEN. HS “eal : 
ieee ne eel He 


! 
All of the above por neeponaenees is being forwarded to the mee eon Field 
Division as enclosures, 4 


CORRESPONDENTS AND CCNTACTS, MISCELLANEOUS 


Confidential Informant T-1 stated that CARROLL and RUTHYPOLLISTER had visit- 


‘ed the BRANSTEN residence on September 12, 1945. The informant stated that 


CARROLL HOLLISTER is now employed by JANES “BLTION, famous tenor, and had re- 
cently returned to Connecticut from California. 


According to this informant,on September 14, 1945, RICHARD BRANSTEN contacé- 


ed .BERNARD M. “eXKMOX of Darien, Connecticut, as well as GEORGE and HELEN 
SELDES, and plans were made for all to visit the KNOX residence where a "very 
interesting evening! was expected since KNOX had just returned to the Unitec 


be 
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States after fighting with the partisans in Italy. It is to be noted that 
‘ Captain KNOX was recently discharged from the Ait Force, having been on ag- 
Signment with 0.6.5. in France and Italy. He is the husband. of BETTY BAUR 
KNOX, was., Internal Security - 2 in the case in which New Yérk {3 origins 
‘Both at the present time are becomihg active in the Stamford Branch of the 
C.P. Confidential Informant T-2 also advised that Captain BERNARD_M. W. KNOX 
of 35 Pear yree Point Road, Darien, Connecticut, has been in frequent cor-, 
respondence with the BRANSTENs . 

‘ 93833 


Confidential Informant T-1 stated on-September 16, 1945 that the RRANSTENS 
were planni celebration at their-residence as JA RSTLEY had just 
; eas. This informant advised that pee and EVE (LAPIN) , 


= f 3 
As 8 GRACE GRAN ly and an individual identified as- PIETROMEEVNA (phonetic) 1 


Who” ‘had’ just ‘arrived’ “in the United Statés from Chile were fo “be present. 
‘Iiformantstated~that other social meetings were planned which were to in- 
clude the LAPINS as well as CHRIS and BILESBLAKE: 


Confidential T-2 furnished a telephone eakendar diary for the year 1945 


which had been maintained at the BRANSTEN residence and which will be retain- 
ed in the New Haven file. 
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STEPS TAKEN BY BRANSTEN TC RETAIN LEGAL 
CUSTODY OF | | 


In connection with the above matter, reference is made to ‘the report: of 
Special Agent FRED G. DUPUIS dated April 19, 1945 at Los Angeles, California 


in this case, which set forth original informats on concerning RICHARD BRAN- 
STEN's concern over the status aE! BR34 
The above referenced report indicates that RICHARD BRANSTEN questioned the 


moral cond NSTEN, and , therefore, took steps to secure 
custody of ; . ; 


} 

Apparently BRANSTEN's custody off nas not ween considered 

entirely legal and, therefore, LOUISE BRANSTEN has Py 

against BRANSTEN to re-establish custody for herself of 

In this connection, Confidential Informant T1 stated that BRANSTEN on Nov-- 

ember 1, 1945 instructed his attorney, NATHAN WITT, of New York City, to . 

handle a litigation involving LOUISE BRANSTEN and the custody rae 
if things did not come out the way the BRANSTENS wanted.’ RICHARD 

BRANSTEN told informant that he and RUTH McKENNY desired to retain legal cus- 

tody of the child in opposition to the desires”of: LOUISE BRANSTEN. This 


informant stated on December 14, 1945 that the Subject made arrangements with 
CHARLES KATZ to meet and discuss the C,P, ee of RIGHA BD and RUTH .,BRANS-. 


2 ener rn ah 


aspects oi the contest regarding at. whieh time RICHARD BRANSTEN stat~ 
ed that LOUISE BRANSTEN was making it very difficult, but that he was anxious 


‘ to arrive at a mtual agreement in the matter, 


: be 


, On Hecembes 15, 1945 BRANSTEN instructed NATHAN WIEt—to notify LOUISE BRAN- me 


STEN that they (RUTH and RICHARD) are "serious and not fooling". According: 
to RICHARD BRANSTEN every time he and RUTH make a concession the other part- 
y takes,advantage of it and begins to stall. He and RUTH hed decided to 
back to their original offer to let LOUISE BRANSTEN have custody ce[ 
for one month during the summer and at Christmas times On the following day 


.BRANSTEN told the informant that the above was'an expensive litigation and! 


that they had had cd turn down poF ‘this reason the request of a loan by some 
friends. 


As stated elsewhere in this report, in correspondence forwarded by BRANSTE aN 
apparently to his attorney, BRANSTEN indicated that it was his desire that 


a court order by obtaincd in a state in which it would ke enforceable, and. 
that LOUISR BRANSIFN not Le allowed to take out cf that state under 
ahy circumstances wibhou: als, RICHARD BRANSTSN's, veisven permissior. In 


this letter DRANSTIEN states the following: 


32 
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Stunna ahdiaenamsiaieie aaron oink i ee 


WAgain I must put ferward my point of view; A child's life and future are . 
involved... I am not interested in a’ settlement which will not be as binding 


and rigorous as possible. I am not interested in a settlement which will, 
berale | I must be the final judge as to what are not his best interests. 


--Otherwise I would not raise the question of custody in the first plaée,. 


"T am alarmed that we are getting into terrific expense which means a year of 
hard work for RUTH and me at least -~ and a sacrifice>of all our interests 
and all our-own work for the Party, for the pregressive movement (when we 
write movies, we give up all our ability to write for other tpubl ications vor 
eur own bdeks), and that this sacrifice is not sure enough and does not as- 
sure us complete success. 


. ey i 8 
One other question: even though WOLF and POPPER (LOUISE BRAN 2h torneys) 
pledge recognition and observance of an arbitration award, why cannot LOUIS! 
NS Tih lawyers, get a new rougher and less principled lav- 
yer and start the whole thing over again? I realize this may be possible af- 
ter a court action, but at least a court action is far more binding. bE 
al Pos bIC 
"IT dé not think in considering the case we have realized fully enough the 
strength of our own case. “e have a woman who has committed adultery, who 
has been immoral and unprincipled and has harmed the morals of the child. I 
think the fullest use should be-made in the most ruthless manner of every 


possible charge that can be brought against her in the pretection of the 
child. 


There have been suggestions -~ not from my brother~in-law, tut from other 
friends far closer to us -~ that we should have an investigator look thor- 


oughly into ICUISE's background and behaviour not’ only in San Francisco but 


now in New York, and that such action would produce in all prebability rea- 


sons for criminal actions; -and in that case an agreement would be more read~ 
ily obtained. 


“4 
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'"This is nasty talk. But i am absolutely resolved that[ is not te be 
sacrificed to any softness. or romantic feelings on my varg—— .—. eee 
! . ; ; 
In a copy of corresponderice dated Januaty 6; 1946 forwarded % GEORGE WILLNSR 
mentioned elsewhere in this 
"bills of $5000 coming up in the near 


WILLNSR as his agent in Hollywood, California to clese several deals with the 
Paramount Studios. : 


feeb Kas}, 


Confidential Informant T-2 also furnished a copy of a letter dated January 
7, 1946 directed ty ALBERBMALTZ. in Hollyiosd , California, in which he stctes 
that MALTZ' letter tc LCUIEE's’ Lawyers had shacked him and WITH BRANSTEN, and 
eal stated that MALTZ‘s letver was full of misstatements o7 Lact and of gvatuitous 
\ Judggments based upon very little knowledge on wWillzts part, : 
x 
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: It youl nope; r' from this de tteor poi sea to inllZ that t =.LBERT 7 DEZ hr, 
; writt-n ¢ = ttcr to LCUISS BRAUST 3 attorneys, a copy of which h-d b- ae 
sent t2 2. ULS. BRAUST UT in whieh ee Hsh@Z hod made ecrtoin stet nats 
etwnecrning th: nentel, ond physiccl condition of RIGH.RD ond RUTH BAwUST, 
in this litt r dirceted to EALTZ, RICH»RD BRUST W attenpted to exolRin the 
recent illazss -£ RUT. BR-3SPON, as well as his own illness saying that it 
was duc to- ohy side @fusosas well as to emotional upset ‘which both had ex- 
perienecd through the period of BROWDIR' s revisionism in the Party. 
938365 
In adauty Mm, BRAST A did not believe that 14LTZ was in sosscssion of ue 
ficicat fects upon whieh to bas any opinion eoncerning the Llitigetion over 
he custody o end to explain the reasons behind BR-.’ST H's 
actions he ‘sct forth the follewing ee which is quetcd, ‘ 


out i 
7 For your informetion:1. LOUIS ee aa with her on a trip with P-UL 
ROB. SL. st weich sim LOUIS. ‘end 2-UL nad sexual inte reourse, LOUIS3 Allow— 
ed TRG: (DR. 1X ¥: RG.) cnd his girl (iii. HuDLRY) te live in hr house 
vanorric a ond We scple fiea" wettcrs thoroughly” toL_]| LOUIS2 then sske 
permissica to Heve e marrig¢d man in her house living with her and sharing her 
room ~m= eS the man was to get a divorce end then ne rry her, his 
fell through. The problem did not affect{__ well. : a " 


. 
a 


b6é 
anata xr portion of’ this icttcr is as follows: b7C 
with thre children ; end our “ financta al be ckeround; one does not throw away 
5 $15000 in oxpenses of & suit ae eon @whim, What we do, we do to save a 
ahild, 1 4 os it 


in this letter of several mages BRAVSTITI. ‘continves to express himsclf bitver- 
dy agsinst LOUIS?) BRalST7T, vhom he described as al vrostitute and 2s heving 
trented hor son as her lorer, and vey nearly causing hin to nto a sox 
wal yr rvert," which he hed been able to avert only by ee eee Hee fron 
hen. at tne conclusion of this letter BRaUSTN severely criticizcs iLBIRG 
MARTZ for having acted like Yea damn fool", : , ‘ 


§onfidontic lL Informant T~1 hes advised that at the webecnt time RICH=RD 
BRa SP. ~ was attempting to secure the services of a Connecticut attorney 


DRoSwRe peas for the purp insi it in the state of Connecticut to 
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ENCLOSURES 
TO THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISTON 
TO THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 


Cepy ef telegram number 82436 addressed te NORA HELLGREN, 1201 North Man- 
sfield Ave., Hollyweod, California, signedsWORKADAT ‘KINCROSS LONBON. , 


@ne two page letter dated September 15, 1945 beginning "Bear RICHARB and 
‘RUTH"" and ending with the Signature, "A.B." (ALVAH BESSIE). ; 

‘ 2 erg FRE OE ay ‘ eR ay 
8ne letter dated September 27, 1945 in mimeegraphed form on letterheae oo" ° 
the Screen Writers! Guild, Inc., Hollywood, Califernia, signed, "EMMETT™ 


—CAYERY, President, . 
Nr ewes 7-2, . an 


' wt ‘ 

One page mimeographed news release from thet llywoed Writers! Mobiliza- 
tion, Hollywood, California, announcing a radio play series of that org- 
anization beginning October 1, , , 


A six page letter dated October 31, on the letterhead of Mrs, AIVAH BESSIE, 


5125 Laurelgrove Avenue, Hollywood, Califernia, beginning, “Dear RICHARD” 


‘A ene page notice of annual meeting Screen Writers! Guild, Inc., dated Cct~ 


ober 25,.1945 at Los Angeles, California. 


TO THE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 
nnn peneenreneseemenennns meena 


An undated one page typewritten letter ending "love ‘to all of you, GRACE! ; 
(GRACE GRANICH » 559 East 16th St,, New York, 3, New York, : 
A one page mimeographed letter on the letterhead of ‘the Veterans of the. 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade, New York, New Yerx, signed, "EDWARD ROBINSON, Ex ~ 
ecutive Secretary". ‘ : maa 

A one page typewritten letter dated September ll, 1945 beginning, "Dear 
’ RUTH and RICHARD", and signed, "Yours Sincerely, CHRISTINA" (CHRISTINA ST. AD) 
with envelope postmarked October 23, bearing return address, 21 East 14th St, 
New York City 3. 


* 


ta 


+ one page typewritten letter dated September 21, 1945 on the, LettePhead of ' 
Fight Bor Idtal beaes,; Inc.,/New York Gity,. signed, "BLY CULBERTSON" , 


Trem tet ek 


One printed letter on the letterhead of the P.E.N., announcing a dinner to 
be held by that organization October 31, 


TO THE SAN FRANCISCO FIEID DIVISICN 
2 a Vy SOLON 


\ e . . 
of a typewritten letter.dated Tuesday, beginning "Dearest, darling bé 
apparently written by IOUISE BRLNSTEN, b7 


C 


35 


100-1128 * 


A one page ‘typewritten letter dated "Wednesday" beginning, "Dearest, _ darling. 
and ebains "Mom! 


A four page eee letter on personal stationery "2626 Green Street 
San Francisco, California", dated July 5th beginning "Dearest darling | 
and ending "Mommy" with post script. 


¢& two page undated handwritten letter beginning "Dearest, darling[ | : 
and ending with the Signature > "Mommy" .- 


On ostmarked July 25, 1945 San Francisco, California,’ adds 
to return address, 4merican Kussian Institute for Cultural 
Relations with the Soviet Union, San Francisco, California... 

One_envelope postmarked June 26, 1945 San Francisco, California, addressed 
| return address, american Russian Institute, San Francisco, 
California, It will be noted all the above correspondence was _Teceiveg 
byL___| from his mother, LOUISE BRANSTEN. 


Orie mimeographed letter dated Septenber 19, “1945 on the Tetvemiens "HAA 
BRIDGES Victory Coumittee, San Francisco, €alifornia" and signed "GEORGE 
“IILSON, Executive Secretary." aan noe 


0. Te W<SH INGTON FIGLD DIVISION © 


«+ A one page typewritten letter dated Sentember 11; 1945 beginning. "Dear 


RICHARD" and ending, "Best personal regards, JANICE" , 


‘A one; page typewritten letter dated September 20 on the ieteernoad 'Yugo~ 
Slav ‘Embassy, Washingtont ‘beginning "Dear RUTH and RICHARD" ending "Best, ; 

TRE S," with envelope’ bearing same return a ddress postmarked Se: tembex 
20, 1945 Washington, D.C, 


One envelope addressed to Mrs. RICHARD BRENSTEN postmarked October 9, 1945 
‘Was ington, D.C. with return address, 2134 Kalorama Road, ‘Washington, a 

‘Oo, Ca, Ee Opiar Enbassy. é . Sars 

One Giivistnes card (Rockwet Yikent) with handwritten personal note beginning. 
"Dear RUTH and REICTARD! and ending “love t6 all, HELEN" , (HELEN SILVERMASTER) 


One page handwritten letter undated beginning, "Dear RUTA and pate San 
ending Eas love to all", HELEN. 


ae thes page handwritten letter dated Sunday’ beginning "Dear RUTH and family" 
and ending "love to all, ANNIE ne ANATOL.". 


One Christmas card (Rockwell Kent type) with nenaeittan note starting "Love 
to all" and enatng pipned NANATC Ist Vole 
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WW tll follow aad report the Commmist activities of RICHARD BRST. 
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UND2VALOPID LYDS es 

THS WaSHIS@RO! F, TLD DIVISICH oe 4 

al WaSEI GTO, D.G. ' F 


Will continue to i the progress being made by SY BzKST on research 
being »erforned at the Library of eee for RICHsED BRa. ST. at, 


THs TY HV YL DIvIstor 
83839 
SI WISTPORT, OCir LOTICUT 


™ ¥ 


TH LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISIC! 
THe Ns YORK FINLD DIVISION 


THE SAN FRANCISCO FIELD DIVISI: i . ~ 

Copies of this report have been designated for the above three Fiela Div- 
isions in view of their interest in ahve diais nazed herein, and for tyeir 
information, 
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b?D 
: (TEMPORARY [UFORM-NTS 
"hd id - 
In the revort of Special agent HAROID 3, MOYOR dated Jamuary 30, 19461 
at lew Haven, entitled, "RICHARD BRAUSTUN, was., IL RAAL SECURITY ~ 6, 
the tenmporery informants are as follows: 5 
oe T-1  @ONP. INFT. cHET-ge 
T~2 ; ‘ ; Trash ccver on the BRANSTIN residence,‘ 
48 @anal St,, Westport, Cona., effectod 
through the cooperation of LuROY HG “lmn, 
. - Powers Court, Westpert, Coma. 
T—3 OR INET 2 ~ 
The terrporery synbels are being used +7 further orncéal the identity 
the above sources. 
14 
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i Director, FBI DATE: 9/11/46 
p) non * SAC, Mey Haven 
SUBJECT: RIcHARY 2RANSTEN, WAS. RUTH NcKENNEY BRANSTEN, was. 
wv INTERNAL SECURITY = ¢ m4 INTERNAL SECURITY - 6 
v Bureat File No. 10080068. .: Bureau File No. 100<13225 


x : PERSONAL AND cota 


: The following information has been obtained erom Goat! Conridential In- 
formant CNHT-38during the period from January 9th to February 6th, inclusive; 


9 AG: ‘ 
ee 


RICHARD BRANSTEN advised CNK+21 on this date that he would be anxious bs 
to assist in any way with ICCASP Organizational activities in the Norwalk ~ nr 
Westport area. RICHARD BRANSTEN stated that RUT STEN was returning on thisy 
date from Akron, Ohio by plane. —f xh 


January 10, 1946; 


Informant advised that RUTH BRANSTEN returned to the Norwalk Rail~ al 
road Station on this date as she had _peen unable to obtain reservations by 
plane. RUTH BRANSTEN invited DORISA OOPER to the BRANSTEN residence fdr the 
following Satnprday. It was stated that RICHARD BRANSTEN had an appointment 
with NATHAY WITT, New York attorney later in the evening. 


sania advised RUTH (fcKENNEY that he was lining up several peo- 
ple to give special coverage to the strikes if they came off as scheduled in 
. the following weeks. He stated that he hed lined up the §ollowing as special 
writers: HOWARDXSRANDT, MIKBYGOLD, BENXPIELD, MERIDEIFLESSEUR, to cover 
Chicago, Detroit, New York State and Gontecticut respectively; MERITEL LE 
SEUR to cover his or her own neighborhood. : 


He stated it was his original plan to have RUTH BRANSTEN take three 
weeks off and go to Ohio to cover things there but he had been advised by 
RICHARD BRANSTEN that in view of the family situation she would_not be able 
to spend that much time. However, RUTH BRANSTEN felt that she ‘should do 
something, although she had not written anything like this for some time.~ 
RUTH conferred with RICHARD concerning this and later advised that she would 
do anything to assist either in New York or Connecticut but that she knew New 
York City much better. MACK stated that he was making up a list of names of 
those who would cover the strike situation for the Sunday's Worker amas is 
and that if anything came up in the future she would be advised. f 
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RICHARD BRANSTEN attempted to get asm ontoveni Sri vEsER0 and MURRAY 

YERTRINT to attend a meeting (possibly,IWO) in Norwalk, on that night. During 
this conversation he referred to STEIN and soRaN6. In the evening 
of this date, one Is made an appointment to call on RICHARD 
BRANSTEN to confer with him over making up a rough draft for a CP leaflet 

a8 and gave RICHARD BRANSTEN an idea of the facts involved and how the leaflet 

should read. RICHARD BRANSTEN agreed to type up a rough draft to be used 
for printing up these leaflets. 


January 13, 1946: 


cuoRcENSuLOES Gonferred with RUTH BRANSTEN regarding a dinner en-_ 
gagement at the BRANSTEN residence for the following Sunday, SELDES de- ‘ 
clined the invitation stating thatla couple of people from New York City oe 
are going to visit us today." “ROLH stated, "Bring them along," and inguired 
as to their identity. GEORGE SELDES replied that it was INGARTEN (pos= 
sibly VICTORAWRENGARTEN of New Haven; SELDES indicates he has frequent 
correspondence with the BRANSTEN residence.) SELDES stated that the latter's 
wife was also with him and that WEINGARTEN was publicity man for the N.H.U. 
'pilot." Prior to that he had been connected with the "Brooklyn Eagle! and 
at the propent time SELDES believed that Mrs. WHINGARTEN is also connected . 


with the ooklyn Eagiel, 7 


GEORGE SELDES stated that VIC WEINGARTEN is the man,who is to be 
given a trial as assistant to GHORGH SELDES and the purpose of his trip on. 
this date is to go over the papers, to see the office and discuss the job 
with GEORGE SELDES. It was stated that they would visit the BRANSTEN resi- 
dence at about 3 p.m that date. 


January 17, 1946: 


ALAN MACK again conferred with RUTH McKENNEY,. She stated she,woulé 
be ready to go into action Monday on the WU Strike situation in New York City. 
MACK stated arrangements have already been made with the Union and that she 
will be taken around and shown everything; That BESS NRY has made all 
_of the necessary arrangements. It was agreed that she ould submit a column 
of 800 words for the Worker as well as one for the Sunday WORKER, similar to 
the articles BEN FIELD did for those newspapers in Schenectady, New York. 


. RUTH BRANSTEN advised her husband, who had been in New York City, 
that she had finished one of her stories today. 


January 18, 1946: 
RICHARD BRANSTEN communicatdd with his agent, GRORGAAFEELNER , 
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Hollywood, California, concerning his failure to receive a check from the 
Paramount Studios and he appeared to be quite alarmed, as it was necessary 
for him to make an income tax payment. ; 


BESSIE McHENRY spoke to RICHARD BRANSTEN on this date advising 
that it was necessary for RUTH BRANSTEN to be in New York City at 8 o'clock 
on the following Monday as it was to be a itpig day for them.! "Something 
big is expected to happen at 8 a.m. in the morning.!' RUTH BRANSTEN was 
instructed to report to 5 Beakman Street, New York City to the office of 
TARRY MANET at National Headquarters. He has been assigned to see that 
she gets to see everything. eo 


Later that day, RICHARD BRANSTEN received word from GEORGE WILLNER 
to the effect that it had been impossible to pin dow a definite offer from 
Peramount but expected a sale early the following week. (This is in'regard 
to stories in the process of sale to Paramount Studios. )- Bo 5 

ye 
January 21, 1946: op? 


, f : : 
RUTH BRANSTEN was covering the strike of Western Union employees 
in New York on that. date and RICHARD BRANSTEN had visited his ne is in that 


Ap with LOUISE STEN over custody of 
b6 


Later that date, RUTH BRANSTEN communicated with ALAN MACK at bic 
’ the "Daily Worker office New York City concerning the length, type and 
content of the story she was writing on the Western Union strike. She also 
stated she was anxious to do something for the UE. union who were out on 
strike at Bridgeport, Connecticut, This article would also be published 
in the "Daily Worker. 


a 


Later this date RICHARD BRANSTEN spoke to HEREWARD WAKE, an attorney 


at Westport, Connecticut, during which | s afvised concerning the litiga- 
tion he was having over the custody of | He wanted WAKE to 
handle the case. WAKE advised that he, was not a trial lawyer ‘but stated that 
he had been connected with one WILLARD}GRESSY, -attorney in Stamford, Connec= 
ticut for the past 14 years, whom WAKE described as one of the best trial 
lawyers in Connecticut. WAKE stated he could get CRESSY to‘ handle this case_ 


in Connecticut for BRANSTIEN. 


RICHARD BRANSTEN advised HEREWARD WAKE that he and his wife, RUTH 


te 
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whom he divorced in “1937, was also a member of the CE BRANSTEN Stated he 
wanted to lmow if this would make any difference to WAKE or ‘CRESSY. WAKE: 
advised that it didn't make eny difference to him and he was sure that CRESSY 
wouldn't have any objection. RICHARD BRANSTEN explained that most people 
associated membership inthe CP with immorality. WAKE said he would see 
CRESSY toriorrow and arrange .for an appointment for all of themat CRESSY's 
office in Stamford and will communicate yeh BRANSTEN concerning the ap- 
pointment. 


~ 


January 22, 1946: a9 


“Yessy et ew BRANSTEN attempted to Ranemnseeke with Mr. ABRAHANNRERNSTEIN 


NSTEIN) at New York ‘eLephone Hanover 2-514. 


RICHARD BRANSTEN Somme onted with ‘wruLraft¥veon of a real estate « 
agency in Westport, Connecticut, stating that he had a personal matter which 
concerned going into court and he wanted to know whether HEREWARD WAKE and 
WILLARD CRESSY rated high in the state courts. WOOD stated that they rated 
very high, especially CRESSY who is a member of the firm CRESSY, BANTAN and 

. RICHARD BRANSTEN inquired about CUMMINGS (Possibly HOMER CUMMINGS, 
former U.S. Attorney General, )and was advised that he was equally good. 
BRANSTEN ended the conversation stating that was all he wectee. to know, magne’. 
WooD and asked him to keep quiet about the inquiry. 


Later BRANSTEN contacted ABRAHAM BENSTHIN, ‘previously mentioned, 
adyised that he ha@ contacted WAKE in accordance with instructions and HEREWARD 
WAKE had recommended CRESSY as a very prominent attorney locally and nationally 
and as a delegate of the Bar Association. ABRAHAM BENSTHIN advised BRANSTEN 
he believed that this is the right setup and to carry his plea to court on 
the cab of returning the action by that of attack upon a local citizen. 


" RICHARD BRANSTEN spoke to ALAN MACK of the "DAILY WORKER" Office, 
New York advising that RUTH McKENNEY had worked all night and the am. of this 
date on the strike story, had not finished it al put would have it in the mail 
special delivery tonight. 


At 1:15 pam. one JOSEPH)GADDEN spoke to RICHARD BRANSTEN stating 
that he was in New York with-a friend ABBOT ON (Phonetic) and advised that 
they were planning on buying a newspaper in Norwalk, “Connecticut and would 
like to drop by and talk to RICHARD HRANSTENV alo ut it. This was agreed. 


aoa 
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At 3 Dem. RICHARD BRANSTEN called, MAX EPSTEIN in Norwalk, Conn. inquiring as 
to the name and address of MOREE CATERAN who works at theforwalk!'sentinel". 
At 33:15 p.m. RICHARD BRANSTEN called MURRAY KAUFMAN at the Norwalk "Sentinel" 
newspaper and made an appointment to have him meet JOSEPH CADDEN and ABBOIT 
SIMON at a restaurant nearby at 4 p.m. It was stated that both are veterans 
and both were wearing veteran's pins in their lapels, and that both were 
just out of the army. At 3330 p.m. JOSEPH CADDEN attemptes to call LONG 
ACRE 5-6820 where he attempted to communicate with one Sup GUEPEELD, (From 
the above described conversations, it would appear that JOSEPH CADDEN is 
identical with the former organizer of the Youth Section of the National 
CP, who, it is believed, served as chairman of the American Youth Congress 
some years ago in New York. It is to be noted that the Norwalk Sentinel news- 
paper is generally known to be on the market for sale. The informant was un- ” 
able to ascertain any further details in regard to this transaction. ) 


January 25, 1946; 


RICHARD BRANSTEN spoke to NATHAN WITT, his attorney concerning the ia 
litigation with LOUISE BRANSTEN. During the conversation wire advised that 
he had not been able to talk to WOLFE since the latter had been in Washington, 
D.C. (WOLFE is LOUISE BRANSTEM" s attorney). 


January 27, 1946; 


senromGoaxsr called RICHARD BRANSTEN from New York advising that 
he would visit him at 5 p.m. the following day, would stay for dimer and 
all night. RICHARD BRANSTEN stated they would work on their book oncHERRER? 
R; that it was looking good again, and he wants to talk to him about it. 


Jaenuery 28, 1946: 
ALAN MACK called RUTH McKENNEY and RICHARD BRANSTEN from the New 
YOrk Daily Worker office, inquiring if the BRANSTENS would write some stories 
to be run for magazines on ‘some. of the monopolists suchas the DuPonts, etc. 
RICHARD BRANSTEN stated that he was too busy on his own stuff to undertake 
any more; that both of them has "a hell of a schedule." ‘However, RICHARD 
BRANSTEN stated that both. of ‘them would do it if and when they had time. 


RICHARD BRANSTEN sent a telegram to onsrnEs ear, Hoe. Bueies, 
California, requesting that affadavits which had been previously requested 
be cancelled as arbitration proceedings had fallen through’ (this is very 
likely in regard to the pee eee with LOUISE BRANSTEN. ) 


January 30, 1946; 
ALAN MACK of New York City communicated with RUTH McKENNEY in which 
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“ she was advised that her story was very good and that’ it was being considered 


to put it out in leaflet form. She stated.that if she had time in the future 
that she would get in touch with MACK. 


February 1, 1946; 


RUTH BRANSTEN made arrangements to meet BY (Possibly (LAPIN) , 
New York Télephone Florida 5-4476 and made arrangements to meet her at the : 
French Restaurant near Rockefeller Center that date. 


February 3, 1946: 


RUTHYGOLLISTER advised that ee a at student 
at Staples High School, Westport, Connecticut, had bee 
at the World Union, Incorporated Youth Conference in Concord, 
Massachusetts. She requested RICHARD BRANSTEN's assistance in straightening 
ae oe in.certain matters of policy as she stated, "We don't get along 
with the World Union." RICHARD BRANSTEN agreed to talk to him, 


February 4, 1946: 


RUDOLP NETLENSP IE, made arrangements with RICHARD ERANSTEN for.a 


meeting to be held at the BRANSTEN REsidence the following night. (This is 
possibly in regard to the NAACP or the Workers Branch of the CP.) 


February y 6, 1946: 


RUTH BRANSTEN made arrangements for a dinner party to be held on 
Friday, February th at the BRANSTEN residence which would include GEORGE SELDES ~ 
a URC AND MBS . ;GUNTER. and_MReré& MRS AVORLFORTH _as well as MBs, AND a 


4 


es 


RICHARD BRANSTEN and RUTH NcKENNEY continue to be in close contact 
with a number o fhe kmown Communists in Norwalk - Westport area, including 


GEORGE ond HRIEDXSELMES, . 


HEM/bef 
ce; New Haven File No. 101-14 


Mr. Coffey. 


SMrh,.Glavin 

AMS Lad aay, 
Mr. Nich 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson. 
Mr. Egan, 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Pennington__ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 

4 Mr. Nease ? 
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perneeror URGENT )e 
RICHARUCBRANSTEN, WAS, INTERNAL SECURITY~C. OW THUS UATE BNAT 


LED™ 


DASH THIRTYELGHT REPORTED THAT SUBJECT SPOKE TO AKGEORGE, BEL 
TO BE GEORGEXSELUES OUOL SHER. OPMGL EAGT NEGUS LETCERS, IN YC. 
THEY DISCUSSED AN ARTICLE7APPEARING IN IN FAC VYESTESDAY AND 
APPEARING ON PAS SAILY WORKER NEWSPAPER TODAY. THIS 
ARTICLE 1S CAPTIUNED QUQTE NAZIS SAID THEY PAID COUGHLIN UNKUOTE. 
GEORGE STATED THAT DREWAPEARSON UMNIST. HAO CALLED- HIM 
TESTERUDAY milu HAU STATED THAT HE PARE COULD LIZe TO USE THE 
ENTIRE STORY BUT COULD NOT i 3S CATE MAINTAINED T 
PEARSON WOULD BE SUED FOR MILLIONS OF DOLLARS BY INTERESTED 
SERSONS. PEARSON PROMISED TO MENTION IT IM HIS RADIO TALK AND 
COLUMN. PEARSON 1S REPORTED TO HAVE MENTIONED iT IN HES 
BROADCAST OF LAST BIGHT. GEORGE WENTIONEO THAT HE 1S SORRY THAT 
THE DAILY ‘YORKER CARRIED THE STORY SINCE OTHER PAPERS WO -LD NOT 
“POUCH IT HOW. SUBJECT CLAIMED THAT PRESSURE SHOULD SE APPLIED 
ON THE NEW YORK TIMES NEWSPAPER. TO CARRY A WRITE UP OM THIS 
REVELATION AND OTHER PAPERS WOULD THEN FOLLOW SUIT AHD PRINT THE 
. STORYs GEURGE ALSO NENTIONED THAT GHEMBEINGARTEN, PHONETIC, 
FIRST WAME UNKNOWN, HAU-BORROWED A MIMEOGRAPH MACHINE FROM THE 
» MBEDERATED PRESS AND HAY SENT OUT HUNUREUS OF MIMEQGRAPHED COPIES 
SE R'PRESS RELEASE, SIMILAR TO THE ONE APPRARING IN THE DAILY 
WORKERe THE DAILY WORKER ARTICLE "UOTES IN FAGT AS ITS SOURCE 
AND DICLOSES THAT AN AFF LOAVIT IMPLICATING THE REVEREND CHARLES 
ASOUGHLIN.VAS SIGNED BY FATHER ALEKSTXPELYPENKO. THE AFFIDAVIT 
REFERRED TO 1S EVIDENTLY THAT CONTAINED OM PAGES TWEMTYSEVEN 
DASH THIRTYTHREE IN THE REPORT OF SA JOSEPH Ge FELLNER rine” 


ARCH TWENTYTWO MINETEEN FORTYTHREE AT NEW YOR: CITY ENTITLED cae 
ALEKS PELYPENKO, WAS, INTERNAL Cr Preuss THE ONLY IiFoRArT@he 
ON PELYPENKO IN MEW HAVEN FILE HOT PREVMOUSLY REPORTED 1S A 
COMPLAINT SUBMITTED BY A MID REPRESENR®TIVE ON FEBRUARY 
TWENTYTHIRD NINETEEN FORTYTHREE TOME, EFFEDT THal PEQIPENIGO sap 
_-APPEAREL AT THE JEWISH CENTER, AgsOGER, RT [OS Ort BRUARYS / 
Ace 


NENTYTU REHETEEN, FORTYTHREE «o> RENKO SAS--GOLRSTT Dia, THO 
YF Ne TO HET EEN dntiined’ en Bhore message is at bedi. gaitinated 


outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably" pa Bi irasea in” 
_ BS) fe" ot fi 
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é é Mr. Tolson, 


Mr. EB. A. Tamm, 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Coffey. 
= Mr. Glavin. 
Mr. Ladd 


F.B.I. TELETYPE ie apart 


Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson, 
a Mr. Egan, 
a . Mr. Hendon__. 
< Mr. Pennington__ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 
Mr. Nease 


DECODED COPY Miss Gandy. 


PAGE TWO. 
. 


He 


HUNDRED DOLLARS WHICH WOULD COVER THE EXPENSE OF HIS RETURN TO 
ARGENTINA. HE LUENTIFIED HIMSELF AS A FRIEND UF THE FBI WHO 

HAD TESTIFIED IN TRIALS AGAINST SOME NAZIS. HE WAS SEEKING THE 
ALD OF THE JEWS IN ATTEMPTING TO RAISE THE MONEY NECESSARY TO 
FINANCE HIS DEPARTURE FROM THE US. THE BUREAU WILL BE KEPT 
ADVISED CONCERNING ANY FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING THIS iiATTER. 


GLEASON . 


RECEIVED:  2-11746 b4b PM EST RBH 


“ tf the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated ‘ , 
v 
a 


outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased -in' ,7** 
. i 


x 


order. to protect the Bureau's coding systems, 
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Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI DATE: 3/7/16 
J) FRom : SAC, New Haven 
O ‘ 
SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was. PERSONAL & CONF TIAL 


INTERNAL SECURITY (GC) 
Bureau File 100-80068 


Po aan The following data has been furnished to this office during 
the month of February, 1946 by the trash cover upon the residence 
of this subject at 48 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut. 


Forty-three pages of BRANSTEN 's original manuscript of his 
biography of HerbertiHoover, ». all of which pertain to Chapter 
Nine which chapter “is “believed to be twenty-seven pages in 
length. 


of Herbert Hoover. Included in this group is Page one of 
Chapter Six entitled "The City and the Estate: October 1901 
to January 1906." Also included are several pages believed 
to pertain to the chapter relating to Belgian relief, 
portions of which were previously furnished to the Bureau 
and several other pages which have not been identified and 
which may pertain to some other chapter forwarded to the 


: “Fes 
& Bureau. 
4, wee 


iS In accordance with Bureau instructions concerning the Bureau's 
interest in the progress’made by BRANSTEN on the biography of 
former President Herbert Hoover, the enclosed is forwarded herewith. 


& 
i SF a 


Sixteen pages or portions thereof of BRANSTEN's biography: ya 
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Pras JRO % Tees m. 
TO ; DIRECTOR parr: Merc 11; 1946- 
WEROM : SAC, New Haven : . ; 
Q. SUBJECT: RICHARD PRANSTEN, vas RUTH McKENVEY ,BRANSTEN, was 
”~A INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ TISGREAL SECURITY ~ ¢ 
Burean File 100-80068 Bureau. File 1100-13225 


.% (PERSONAL & cons peta) 


The following information was obtained prom \eontfi dential Informant CHET-38 éuri ne. 
the period February 7th to March 6, 1946\inclusive. 


February 8. 1946 
: 98480 | | 
Mrs. RB. BAYER advised RICHARD BRANSTEN she was mailing out notices-for-the- -. + 


next meeting (CP). 


HILDREZX VOLFORTH advised RUTH PRANSTEN that she and her husband, ROPE NvortiGarn, 
(believed to have formerly been an emoloyee of the Department of Justice) would 
meet at the BRANSTENS that evening for dinner. RUTH PRANSTEN aivised that, GEORGE 


and wmETERyS LDES and the GUISABA WICHOLSONS would be present also. SS 
ek ete Mirek elSous “ : 


Later, GECRGE SELIES advised RIGHARE BRANSTEN that he and his wife could not make 
it that evening inasmuch as riparia (vhonetic), the PM ee was 
7 


going to visit the SELDES' that evening. Bela < 
Ad OB hie y 


non Ki 


February 11, 1946 


AY 

RICHARD BRANSTEN snoke with GEO SELDES. BRANSTEN stated that he had just” eS j 
received his copy of "In Fact" fnagazine concerning the article on Fath OUGHLIN. . | 
GEORGE SELIES stated that DRE|;|De SON had called him after and said that he would eS 
like to use it all, but that-Wis syndicate was afraid of millidns of dollars of o Za 
suits and that he would therefore just mention it last night. GEORGE SELDES stated Bj 
that they were trying to get newspaper space in order to advertise it. RICHARD QO } 
BRAISTEN said the DAILY WORKER slepped it all over the front page and he quoted, 5 } 
portions from the DAILY WORKER to SELDES. a 
‘ee, Je oh 


GEORGE SELDES said that VICTORYUBINGARTEN, his assistant, had borrowed the mimeogranh 
machine from the Federated Press and had gotten out a release for the press with : 

hundreds of copies. GEORGE SELDES stated that he wanted the story to reach else- 

‘ where other than the DAILY WORKER distribution as DREW PEARSON had only. 13,000,000 
to 22,000,000 listeners. RICHARD ERANSTEN stated he felt that the DAILY WORKER 3 
did quite a service and the fact that PHARSOM mentioned it on the radio would put ie 
pressure on the New York "Times! to carry it. GEORGE SELDES stated that he doubted. 
it. RICHARD ERANSTEN stated he believed that the newspaper, PM, would carry it, 
but GEORGE SELDES stated that the PM was the worst Daper in New York so far as 
he was concerned and that PH considered re Ue Gos S HBOOS « SY 
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GEORGE SELIES stated that he hoped RICHARD BRANSTEN had read "Uncle Joe's! 
(STALIN) speech. He stated that he and HELEN SELDES had discussed it for hours, 
' that it was a tremendous declaration of all sorts of things, BRANSTEN said 
that he felt that it is a complete repudiation of the entire position that 

we have been taking for years, especially 1939 to 1941, the independence and 
pressure aspect and the return of the militant idea. GEORGE SELDES agreed 

and said that the tone was different from anything that came out of that country 
for years; that it is a victorious country that is on top and on the offensive - 
and is no longer apologetic and was announcing that something in the future 
would be different. RICHARD BRANSTEN stated that it bore out his statements of 
last Saturday night. He felt that it was a terrific slap at those’ who seid 
there was an abandonment of position, It is the type of speech that was given 
in 1936. ‘ 


Speaking again concerning the Father COUGHLIN story which apreared in "In Fact" 
magazine, GHORCH SELDES said that they were going to make the most of it, and 
that they had offered it to certain organizations gratis and in great numbers 

-of copies if these organizations would mail it out at their own expense. RICHARD 
BRANSTEN congratulated him and thought the whole story was great. a 


ebruary 16, 1946 
PA few ehson 
Mrs. NICHOLSON spoke to RUTH BRANSTEN and advised that HELEN and GEORGE SELDES 
were to be at the I CHOLSON residence that evening for dinner. She invited 
the BRANSTENS ana Hép*4¢esbtea. 


February 19, 1946 


An unidentified woman spoke to RICHARD BRANSTEN apparently from New York City, 
inquiring if he had the statement prepared. BRANSTEN replied in the affirmative 
and dictated the following message over the phones ‘ 


NDHEOD ORE PRET SER wrote the truth about his country and the people of his country. 
In an age when other writers sold themselves to the movies, to the radios and to 
big book sales, THEODORE DREISER wrote the truth. His work will live after the 
shoddy and cheap have disappeared. Yes, because the truth never dies. THEODORE 
DREISER was a membér of the Communist Party; he was a good honest man; and he 

was a great American writer." 


February 20, 1946 


- The receipt of information from this informant was temnorerily interrunted as. 
of this date and again commenced to furnish information on February 28, 1946. 
The Bureau was advised accordingly. 
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March 1, 1946 


RICHARD BRANSTEN spoke to Comrade FORD at OP National Headquarters, New York City. 


' He advised that he wanted to discuss a personal matter, saying that he had been . 


forced into it by another comrade (his former wife LOUISE) and arranged to 
make an appointment with FORD, for 10 a.m., March 2,.1946. 


On this date a Hr. .TRACY spoke to RICHARD BRANSTEN, advising that the case 


involving the custody of had been continued until March 11, at b 
1l a.m. at the Superior Court, Bridgeport, Connecticut. 


March 2, 1946 : 2 . . 


RICHARD BRANSTEN spoke to GEORGE SELDES, advising that arrangements had been 
completed for the SELDES to visit the BRANSTEN residence. Later that evening 
RUTH BRANSTEN forwarded a telegram to the Abraham Lincoln School, 30 West 
Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois, advising that she would fly to Chicago 
if this was satisfactory with the addressee. 


March 4, 1946 


RULE BRANSTEN attemmtéd to Contact Dr. Hane i UMPERT at New York City with 
negative results. 


RICHARD BRANSTEN spoke to GEORGHE-SELDES during which the latter stated that his 
wife HELEN SELDES had been downtown in New York City to see an advertising - 
manaver who might take on the job for them (in regard to the Father COUGHLIN 
article which hed apneared in "In Fact). SELDES stated that they had been 
turned down by all the good papers in New York City. The "New York Times" said 
that they did not want to see them or hear from them again. SELDES stated 

they were just against "In Fact." He said the "Post! has a new tactic -~ they 
just stall. They took this one add about COUGHLIN but apparently "someone in 

the church (Catholic) must have seen them about it so now they don't want anything 
about COUGHLIN, but they said they would take a general add so we are now pre- 
paring a new ada. 


Later that day ws MO oe pre 3 TLY WORKER spoke to RICHARD BRANSTEN and advised 
that his old friend HERBERT ze was back in the news again and asked RICHARD 
BRANSTEN to do his best for A news section of the next SUNDAY WORKER about 
HOOVER coming to the. White House on business, and thus indicating that TRUMAN's 
administration wanted to use food the same as HOOVER had used it during World War 
I. Both agreed that HERBERT HOOVER had used the food question as a political 
weapon. ALLAN MAZ stated that he would need the piece by Wednesday to meet the 
dead line. RICHARD BRAISTEN agreed to write an article about 600 words in length. 
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During @ discussion with RICHARD BRANSTEM, GEORGE SELDES advised that he had another 
big story for "In Pact'.for the following week. He stated that he had attained 

the Canadian plan for attacking Russia via the Arctic Circle. It is lmown as 
Operation Musk-ox. The pertinent portions of this conversation were furnished 

to the Bureau by letter dated March 4, under the caption "GEORGE HENRY SELDES, 
INTERNAL SECURITY - co." 


On March 6 ALLAN MAX of the DAILY WORKER spoke to RICHARD BRANSTEN concerning the 
piece on HERPERT HOOVER and BRAUSTET stated he had mailed it Special Delivery 
the night before. 


Pursuant’ to arrangements made by RUTH BRANSTEN with Dr. MARTIN GUMPERT on March 5, 
1946, she advised the informant she had been attending a show in New Haven with 
Dr. GUMPERT and that she had an interesting conversation with Dr. GUMPERT, 


RICHARD BRANSTRN commented on WINSTON CHURCHILL'S speech made in Missouri and 
he stated that it was terrible. : 
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Pre. a Dircctor, FBI a of. - > DATE: ‘March 21, 1946 —— 
pM : SAC, New Haven : Se EE 5k ‘| - = oe 
i a : \ we : ‘ ‘ ¥ ‘ ge. Ay 
".  suBject: RICHARD BRANSTEN, wa SS oe 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C { erg TAT? 425 . 
ik BUREAU FILE 100~80068 nr oe 
| es | , 92479 | = ae 
FE *s The following data has been furnished to this office, by trash cover oes 
i= upon the residence of this Subject at 48 Canal Street, cide ae : 3 , 
eau Connecticut: Dee - 
i 6h pages of Chapter 10 of RICHARD BRANSTEN'S biography | ~~: - 
: : of HERBERT HOOVER, The chapter is believed to be 34 be Seren tee 
ae pages in length. . ae ease 
aia 
. = In accordarice with previous Bureau instructions concerning the ores : 
: Bureau's interest in the progress made by BRANSTEN on the biography: _ 
a ‘ of former President HERBERT-HOOVER, the above is forwarded herewith. 
. and it is pointed out that the above Chapter 10 was obtained on ’ 
bee March 18, 1946. It is not believed that RICHARD BRANSTEN has . a a 
‘ progressed much beyond that point with this biography which deals : meena” 
with the period following World War No. I. nc ae a 
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The following data has been furnished to this ofticel by 
trash cover maintained in the residence of this subject at his Canal. . 
Street, Westport, Connecticut: 


Single pages dealing with Chapters I through VII and apparently 
the entire Chapter IV, as well as two complete'copies of Chapter VIII 


with an index of references used by the author. 


The above material which was obtained on March 27 Ps 1946, is 
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JECT: RICHARD Sine > WAS RUTH MC KENNEY BRANSTEN, WAS 
— INTERNAL SHECURITY-C INTERNAL SECURITY -C 
fh i pt Bureau File 100-80068 Bureau File 10900-13225 


The following information was obtained tro Monttaentiat Informant CNHT~38 
during the period March 6 to April 1}, 1946, inclusive: .- ae 


“RAY 


On March 7; 1946, informant advised that RICHARD BRANSTEN had’ been having HK 
! 


considerable difficulty in court action’ to obtain custody of his son,* In this con- 
nection, informant advised that a heafing on this matter had been postponed from 
March 11 to March 18, 1946. Infoyfdnt subsequently advised that RICHARD BRANSTEN 
contacted his former wife, LOUISEJYBRANSTEN, and advised that the court action con~— 
-. 4 cerning custody of his child was’ forcing him into bankruptcy. He also indicated 
<i that he was fearful lest the judge ascertain his political position and take custody 
‘7 of the child from RICHARD BRANSTEN. ; a 
\ = 
Informant CNHT-38 advised that on March 7, 1946, roman ftsute sonsetea”) 
RU RANSTEN requesting that RICHARD BRANSTEN address a group of 'fifty people on Ne 
that’ day concerning WINSTON CHURCHILL'S recent speech. Mrs. BRANSTEN advised that 
on that night RICHARD BRANSTEN was instructing a class at Bridgeport and would be 


unable to fulfill this request. - Bs 
BLES UA case 


“, 


. . informant advised that on aes bo us dates throughout the per nent period 
RUTH BRANSTEN was contacted by ARTHUR VAORLAND relative to some of Mrs. BRANSTEN'S 
plays; the radio rights of which were 'bo be sold. 


i Informant advised that on March 9, 1946, WILL TEE oop contacted RICHARD 

Vy BRANSTEN requesting him to address their group on March 13; 1946. Informant ad- 

\} vised that RICHARD BRANSTEN was instructing a class on this date and was unable 

-» to fulfill this engagement. Informant advised that WILLIAM Woop subsequently 

‘S contacted RUTH BRANSTEN and requested that she fill this engagement, but she also 

\; declined, advising that she was otherwise occupied, 

~ j 

\ ‘ On March 10, 1946, informant ascertained that RUTH BRANSTEN was to make 

'  @ speech at Chicago the following week. Informant advised that subsequently 
RUTH BRANSTEN inquired as to an airplane flight to Chicago and stated that she y) 


\ 


RE . 
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J 


V Informant obtained information on March 13, 1946, that PAUL and ROSALIE 
~ OLF, apparently old acquaintances of RICHARD BRANSTEN » had recently arrived from 
an Francisco and would visit the BRANSTENS on the weekend of Arch 16 >» 1946. 
QR 
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was making the speech for an organization.for which she was employed. 
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Letter to the Director, FBI 


RE: RICHARD BRANSTEN, WAS and RUTH MC KENNEY BRANSTEN, WAS 
INTERNAL SECURITY -0 | ’ 


Ini rmant CNHT~38 advised that on March 12, 1946, RUTH BRANSTEN was. con~ 
tacted by SIJGERSON of the DAILY WORKER and requested to cover the UNITED NATIONS 
ORGANIZATION! for the DAILY WORKER newspaper. Mrs. BRANSTEN suggested that her 
husband, RICHARD BRANSTEN, was the proper person to handle this assignment, inasmuch 
as he had handled the entire matter at San Francisco. SI GERSON advised that the 
DAILY WORKER wented to advertise the fact that RUTH BRANSTEN was coverirg this 
matter and indicated that probably RICHARD BRANSTEN would cover this assignment 
for the NEW MASSES magazine. At this time GERSON commended RUTH BRANSTEN for 
RICHARD BRANSTEN'S article on "HERBERT HOOVER", which appeared in the previous 
‘SUNDAY WORKER. Mrs, BRANSTEN advised GERSON after RICHARD BRANSTEN completed 
his book on "HERBERT HOOVER", he intended to write a book entitled, "THE MAKING 
OF THE PEACE", She stated that RICHARD had considerable information for this 


book, including clippings from the New York Council, which had been indexed for the 
past two years, 


‘Informant advised further that on March 20, 1946, SI GERSON of the DAILY — 
WORKER contacted RICHARD BRANSTEN and advised him-that he and his wife, RUTH, should 
report to the Hunter College Press Section to pick up their credentials as reporters 
-at the United Nations Organization Meeting. GERSON advised that they would both 
be correspondents of the DAILY WORKER, but would write feature stories for the 
SUNDAY WORKER, since this paper has a jarger circulation. GERSON advised that 
the credentials would be held by SvBDKATKTNS and that the credential for RUTH 
BRANSTEN was made out in the: name of ‘RUTH,MC KENNEY, and RICHARD BRANSTEN's cre- 
dential was made out in the name of BRUCE\SPENCER., RICHARD BRANSTEN indicated 
that both he and his wife would visit the JORKER office to ascertain what 
"tangle! the DAILY WORKER wanted in its stoyées. 


Infoymant advised that on March u » 1946, RICHARD BRANSTEN visited the 
office of JAMES‘FORD at the Communist Party Neadquarters in New York City, and on 


March 21, 1946,'he visited the office of SI GERSON at the DAILY WORKER in New York 
City. 


Informant advised that on March 22, 1946, RICHARD BRANSTEN was contacted 
by JOHNYBECKER, BECKER advised that he was connected with the ational Citizens 
Political Action Committee and was contacting BRANSTEN at the’suggestion of JOSEPH 
GAIR, C. Be TIN and Si. GERSON of the DAILY WORKER. BECKER continued that 
they had recently issued a statement, regarding the appointment of HERBERTHOOVER 
as Investigator to visit Europe on the food and famine situation, and because of 
their statement, had received repercussions challenging their allegation that 
following the first world war, HERBERT HOOVER had used food as a weapon against 
emocratic forces, BECKER requested BRANSTEN to furnish verification and docu- 
entation so that these challenges might be refuted. RICHARD BRANSTEN advised 


hat he would do nothing, but could, since it was true that HERBERT HOOVER had 
used food as a weapon against democracy. He stated that he would go through his 
material and it was agreed that BECKER would visit BRANSTEN on this date to obtain 
it. BECKER indicated that inquiries had been received from Congressman CHRISTIAN 
A (PH), who was an assistant to HOOVER in Belgium, as well as inquiries from 
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Letter to the Director, FBI 
. RE: RICHARD BRANSTEN, WAS and RUTH MC KENNEY BRANSTEN, WAS 
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the Connecticut Citizens Political Action Committee which had inquired ag to 
the reason for the "blasting" of HERBERT HOOVER. 
Le 

Informant advised that on this same date March 225 1946, JOSE ORTH 
of the NEW MASSES magazine, contacted RICHARD BRANSTEN and discussed with‘him an 
articgleywhich RUTH BRANSTEN had submitted to this magazine, criticizing a writer 
mane fA (FH), whay is apparently another Communist Party members» NORTH 
stated\that WILLIAM FOSTER had written an article on this same matter and no 
decision had as yet been arrived at by the Board of tn MASSES concerning the 
publication of RUTH BRANSTEN'S article. 


According to informant, RUTH BRANSTEN also discussed this matter with 
JOSEPH NORTH and stated that she had spoken before several thousand people in 
Chicago concerning this article which NEW MASSES refused to publish. Informant 
advised that JOSEPH NORTH thereupon stated that the names of RUTH BRANSTEN and 
RICHARD BRANSTEN would be removed from the list of contributing editors of NEW 
MASSES. RUTH BRANSTEN advised that this would be satisfactory to her and RICHARD 
BRANSTEN stated that he did not want any further connection with the NEW MASSES 
magazine unless he was able to participate in its policy-making. - 


On Mar » 1946, according to informant, RICHARD BRANSTEN was con 
tacted by GHORGEASTAROBIN, political editor of the DAILY WORKER. STAROBIN advised 
RICHARD BRANSTEN'that the Russians had not attended the meeting of the United 
Nations Organization on that date and no announcement had as yet been made as to 
whether the UNO Meeting on the following day would be Open or secret. STAROBIN 
advised that he would contact the BRANSTENS if it was desired that they cover the 
UNO Meeting. Informant advised that during the pertinent period, RICHARD BRANSTEN 
contacted GEORGE STAROBIN on numerous occasions relative to the articles he is 
writing for the SUNDAY WORKER about the UNO Meetings. \ 

\ 


that on March 30, 1946, Doctor¥BLUE (PH), Chairman 
Philadelphia School of Science and Art, contacted 
RUTH BRANSTEN and requestéd her to attend a forum of this group on April 1h, 1946. 
Informant advised that he ascertained that RUTH BRANSTEN had been present at 

these groups on two previous occasions but at this time she advised she would be 
unable to be present on April 14, suggesting that Doctor BLUE contact her relative 
to next year's program, 


On April 1, 1946, informant advised that he had obtained the information 
that an excerpt from an article written by RUTH BRANSTEN for the DAILY WORKER had 
been printed on page 4 of the NEW YORK TIMES and that both RICHARD and RUTH BRANSTEN 
were elated because of it. 
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» United States Department of Justice 


510 Trust Company Building 
New Haven, 10, Connecticut 
May 15, 1946 


Director, FBI 


Ret RICHARD BRANSTEN, with aliases 
' Internal Security — C 
(Bureau file No. 100-80068) 


Dear Sir: 


The following data has been furnished to this 
office by a trash cover mintained on the residence of 
this subject at 48 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut: 


Single page notes pertaining to Chapter 10 
and three partial drafts of Chapter 11 of 


; ichard Bransten's biography of Herbert 
7 Cadi ce 


The above material was obtained between the 
period of March 27, 1946 and May 3, 1946. 
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Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was RUTH McKENNEY BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY C 


INTERNAL SECURITY C 
BUREAU FILE 100-80068 BUREAU FILE 100-1322 


| OONF, INF'T, aS 


The, following cron taoy was obtained from GNHT=38 duriiny 
the period April 2, to May 4, 1946, inclusive. 


Dear Sir: 


ne : 
— 
On April 3, 1946, RICHARD BRANSTEN contacted ee a, jae 


political editor of the Daily Worker, and advised that he was ible to 


keep his appointment with STAROBIN. BRANSTEN stated that he would come to ies 
New York at any time there was a meeting of the UNO. 


\ 

On this same date ALLAN MAX contacted RUTH BRANSTEN and re- ag 
quested that she prepare a 500-word article for the Sunday Worker conceming , 
the UNO. RUTH BRANSTEN stated that she was undecided as to whether she would 
be able to prepare this inasmuch as she had not attended the last sessions 


of the UNO.. Subsequently RICHARD BRANSTEN contacted ALLAN MAX and advised oo 
him that RUTH BRANSTEN would be asics! to erOp ave this article. 


On April 4, 1946, Hes tees INGTON made aymangeme nts to meet 
RUTH McKENNEY BRANSTEN, MOLLIE and ALBERT) JACKSON, *LOUIS\SCALA and his wife. 


On this same date RICHARD BRANSTEN-contacted JOSEPH STAROBIN 


and inquired as to the next meeting. He was advised that the next meeting 
would be at 3 PM on April 9, 1946. 
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BRANSTEN stated that RUTH BRANSTEN would St 

contact STAROBIN on the night of April 7, 1946. og : 
L 2 

On April 5, 1946, SOPHTENBOYER contacted RUTH BRANSTEN and ad: @ = 


vised that she desired to make contact with RICHARD BRANSTEN about the meeting ia 
which was to be held that evening and also to obtain information as to what 
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classes he was conducting. On this same date NAT{FRIEDMAN, of New York — 
City, contacted RUTH BRANSTEN and asked her to spaak at an IO meeting 
which was to be held in New York on May 1, 1946.‘ RUTH BRANSTEN advised 
she was unable to attend this meeting. 


On April 6, 1946, Mrs. SLYVIAYBOYER inquired of RICHARD BRANSTEN 
whether he was to havea meeting at his house on April 10, 1946. She 
stated that MICHAEL Aj RUSSO was being asked by RUDOLPH}GILLESPIE to 
address this meeting. \BRANSTEN objected to having this meeting at his 
house but stated that if it were decided that the meeting should be held 
at the BRANSTEN home his wife should be contacted so that arrangements 
might be made. 


BRANSTEN on the book concerning the Life of HERBERTAHOOVER which BRANSTEN : 
is writing, contacted BRANSTEN from Washington andiadvised that the Washington 
Herald newspaper was supporting HOOVER in its editorial comments. BAKST was 
to send the editions of this paper to BRANSTEN. At this time BRANSTEN ad- 
vised that he had progressed in the preparation of the book on HERBERT HOOVER 
up to the twentieth candidacy. 


On April 7, 1946, st\éanst » who is doing afr work for RICHARD 


On this same date ALLAN PRESCOTT, of New York City, contacted RICHARD 
BRANSTEN and arrangements were made whereby RICHARD and RUIH BRANSTEN were 
to visit PRESCOTT at his home, 150 East 54th Street, NYC, on April 12. 
According to informant this meeting was to be in connection with production 
of a story which RICHARD and RUTH BRANSTEN are writing. 


On April 8, 1946, RICHARD BRANSTEN contacted ALLAW KAHN and advised 
him that it was necessary that he see him inasmuch as something "terribly 
important" had arisen and arrangements were made whereby BRANSTEN would see 
KAHN at KAHN's office on that date. 


On this same date sypacon, of the Daily Worker, contacted RUTH 
BRANSTEN and thanked her for ‘the fine work she had done on the previous day. 
GERSON mentioned the poor financial condition of the Daily Worker and RUTH 
BRANSTEN advised that at this time she could not contribute more money to 

the Daily Worker. GERSON stated that she could contribute by her personal 
appearance. GERSON advised that he wanted RICHARD and RUTH BRANSTEN to come 
to the UNO session on the following date because the Poles were going to push 
the Franco question onto the agenda. RICHARD BRANSTEN advised they would both 
be present. Informant advised that GERSON wanted to run two articles in the 
Daily Worker and one feature from RICHARD BRANSTEN for the Sunday Worker. 


= 


eo 6 


Letter “to the Director 
Page Three 100-1128 


On April 10, 1946, RICHARD BRANSTEN send a telegram to ALLAN MAX 
on the Sunday Worker at New York, stating that he was unable to figure a 
possible angle for a story for Sunday. 


On April 11, 1946, on a number of occasions RICHARD BRANSTEN 
attempted to contact State Headquarters at Bridgeport, Connecticut. Ac- 
cording to informant, BRANSTEN wanted to advise that he was unable to attend 
the GE Branch meeting at which he was to mke a speech on Leninism. 


On April 12, 1946, informant advised that RICHARD and RUTH BRANSTEN 
had an important meeting at New York that evening and could be reached at 
New York telephone Eldorado 5-5399. 


Informant advised of information received on a number of occasions ‘ 

which indicated that RUTH and RICHARD BRANSTEN are a writing a musical 

comedy and have had fs contacts with MAsfecGLts » of New York City, 

concerning it. 
On April 20,/1946, RICHARD BRANSTEN advised RUTH BRANSTEN that his be 

former wife LOUISEYBRANSTEN has dropped the proceedi over their son bIC 
and an agreement has been reached mpereby lees —jpoaia 

visit LOUISE BRANSTEN periodically. 


On April 21, 1946, ROBERT, £ ATTERSON, who was active in the Professional 
Group of the Communist Party at Ndérwalk, Connecticut, contacted RICHARD 
BRANSTEN and inquired as to when the next session was to be held. BRANSTEN 
advised that on April 24, he was teaching at the Jefferson School in New 
York, on April 25, BRANSTEN had a Bridgeport meeting, and the following 
week his mother was visiting them from the West Coast. PATTERSON wanted 
RICHARD to attend a symposium and give a report on the UNO and according to 
the informant RICHARD BRANSTEN agreed that he would do this on May 6. 


On this same date SI GERSON contacted RICHARD BRANSTEN and, according 
to informant, BRANSTEN indicated that because of his present affairs he 
would not be in a position to attend to his UNO assignment as weil as he 
desired. 


On April 27, 1946, a telegram was received by RUTH BRANSTON from 
SI GERSON advising that the Citizens United for OPA representing twenty-five 
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organizations, includirg labor, fraternal and civic groups led 
by the CIO Industrial Union Council, were planning an emergency rally to 
save the OPA and would like to have RUTH BRANSTEN make a speech to convince 
people of the need of immediate action to save the OPA. 


Informant advised that on April 29, 1946, RICHARD BRANSTEN contacted 
a Mrs. LEVY of 230 Ellsworth Street, New Haven, and advised that RUTH BRANSTEN 
would be unable to address the above meting which was to be held on May 3, 
1946, at New Haven, Connecticut. 


Very truly yours, 


A, Mlaaroreyy 


ROCER F. GLEASON™ 
SAC 
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F Bureau File No. 100-8006 


“a 


‘ 

fF Giticontial Informant CNHT-38 advised that RICHARD and RUTH 
f BRANSTEN gave a dinner party on the evening of May 25, 1946 
at which the guests included a Mr. and Mrs. WOOLBERT (phonetic) 
or WOLFUSS (phonetic). According to the informant, Mr. WOOLBERT 
or WOLFUSS is a lawyer from the Anti-Trust Division of the Depart- 
ment of Justice and Mrs. WOOLBERT or WOLFUSS is a writer and runs 
a birth control bureau. 


The informant also advi that WOOLBERT or WOLFUSS appears to be 
acquainted with GEORGH\SELDES, who is known to the Bureau inasmuch 
as SELDES although invited to dinner and unable to accept the in- 
vitation arranged to take WOOLBERT or WOLFUSS home. 


This information is being brought to the attention of the Bureau for 
whatever action is deemed appropriate. 
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The following information was obtained from Informant CNHT-38 during 
the period June ist through Jume 30, 1946, 


—- 


Informant advised that RUTH and RICHARD ERANSTEN had been out of 
town much of the time during the pertinent period and from June 4 
to dune 11, 1946 had been located at Camp Pickett, New Hampshire. 


On June 11, 1946, according, to informant, RICHARD BRANSTEN ascer- 
tained that his attorne ; a received formal notification from 

the attorneys of LOUISE: concerning the settlement of the b6 
custody litigation of nae 
Informant advised of several visits and calls between subjects and 


Mr. GEORGE WSELDES and his wife, HELEN ‘ IDES. Informant believed 
that most’of these visits and calls were on social matters. 


On June 21, 1946 informant advised that RICHARD BRANSTEN'S manuscript 
biography of HERBERT HOOVER was presezitly the hands of the publisher, 
whose telephone number was Eldorado| 5<3610. ) 

Qn June 25, 1946 ESTHER from Philadelphia contacted RUTH BRANSTEN 
and invited her to speak at a gathering which was to bedWedd on Octo 
ber 19 and October 20, 1946. RUTH BRANSTEN was gusset ones oR” 
she would be welcome because of her criticism of the "New Masses! 


7 


but after some talk with ESTHER egress. Shampne and RICHARD ,BRANSTEN 


would to thi theri . a 
ould come to s gathering. . es ’ L-OLS — Vi; 
Th ie Pi oe 
Informant advised that RICHARD BRANS TAP RSS” “*Bigpos sS8si onjiold 
book issues of "In Fact", the property of GEO E SHLDES, isttich RICHARD 
BRANSTEN was using in the preparation of an "dtom bomb story". 
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Informant advised of several social calls received 


from ESTHER ‘MICHAELSON. ap 
Informant advised that LOUIS i at ae Street, be 
Manhattan, and that her son, end, some friends of his b7c 


would ine the summer vacation with LOUISE BRANSTEN at Martha's Vine- 


ap dvachusetts. a4 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
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Director, FBI DATE: June 17, 1946 


SAC, New Haven 


RICHARD FRANSTEN, was RUTH MO KENNEY BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C INTERNAL SECURITY -— 6 
Bureau File 100-80068 Bureau File 100~-13225 


a r yf peed Mle "ee 


Wa Rs ~ 
The following information was obtained from CNHT-38 during the period” so» peste 
2S ronepaereameenmmy ea 


May 5, 1946 to May 31, 1946, inclusive. 


On May 5, 1946 IVENERIDGE advised RICHARD FRANSTEN that she would attend. 
a party to be yneld at his home on that afternoon but doubted that her rt 
husband, JOHNABRIDGE, would be able to attend. 


Information was obtained on the same date indicating that STREAKST, who 777 
is working with RICHARD BRANSTEN on the preparation of a.ibiography (Gat: et 
HER BER’ VER, would be present at this party. _ eee cl 
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The informant advised thaf“on May 6, 1946 it was ascertained that Re 
FRANSTEN was conducting 4 Marxist class at New York City on that date. 


On May 7, 1946 JAC LDR ING, a prominent Communist worker in the New % 
Haven area, advised(RICHARD BRANSTEN that it would not be necessary for 5 
FRANSTEN to attend a Communist Parky meeting which was to be held May 9, ; _/ ~ 

\ 


1946 inasmuch as all General Elec#Picyzcomrades would be too busy wit 


labor activity on that date. 0; ion was obtained that a large, 

OPA protest meeting was planneg a sympathy demonstration on if o 
of the Westinghouse employeesy egunformant advised that JAG ELDRING ~-~<—. 
refers to RICHARD ERANSTEN BRUCE MINTON. ‘ / #6: 


Valet ate . {6:3 
On May 19, 1946 GEORGE 5 S céngacted«RUTH.MG-KENNEY BRANSTEN and 
advised that his wife w& attendfme'the GIO United Steel Workers 

convention. RUTH BRANSTEN st a0 tht CHRTSG------~--, BILL ---------, 

and Dr. GUMBERT (phonetic) wé¥%é coming to Westport on that date. GEORGE 
SELDES told RUTH BRANSTEN about what he stated was an official State 
Department release proving that HERBERT HOOVER used the food situation 

after the last war to suppress the Communists. SELDES stated that this 
release-was carried in all the newspapers with the exception of the at 
'Ney York Times" and that he intended to "blast" the "Times" for suppressing 65 
ite \, b 1 
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On May 21, 1946 RUTH MC KENNEY RANSTEN invited GEORGE and HELEN SELDES 
to attend a dinner party to be held at her home on May 26. It was 
subsequently ascertained by the informant that the SELDESES wére unable 
to attend as HELEN SELDES had found_it necessary to attend a meeting 
of the Automobile Workers Union at Detroit, Michigan. 


On the same date, according to the informant, an eenen ow individual 
from Cleveland, Ohio, contacted RICHARD FRANSTEN and advised that he 
would be at Bridgeport, Comecticut, on May 22 and would visit the 
BRANSTEN home on that evening. RICHARD BRANSTEN advised.this unknom 
individual that he would be unable to be present to welcome him inasmich 
as he was teaching a class on that night but stated that his wife RUTH 
would be glad to see him 


On May 23, 1946 RUTH 10 KENNEY BRANSTEN advised a Mrs. COOPER (phonetic) 
that at a dinner to be held on the evening of May 25, 1946 a lawyer from/ 
the Anti-Trust Division of the Department of Justice would be present. 
Information was obtained that this lawyer's wife is a writer and also 
rms a birth control bureau. 


On May 25, 1946 the informant obtained the information that this lawyer 
from the Anti-Trust Division of the Department was named WOOLBERT (phoneti 
or WOLFUSS (phonetic). The informant stated that Mr. WOOLBERT and his 
wife had attended this dinner at the BRANSTEN home on that date. It was 
also ascertained that GEORGE SELDES intended to be present at this dinnerf 
to be held at the FRANSTEN home and stated that he would get WOOLBERT or 
WOLFUSS to drive him home at the end of the evening. 


The informant advised that for a number of days during the pertinent period 
RICHARD BRANSTEN and his wife, RUTH MC KENNEY BRANSTEN, were not at their 
home. 


The above constitutes a portion of the information furnished by this 
informant during the pertinent period. 
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RICHARD BRANSTON, IS-C. RE TELEPHONIC CONVERSATION SA STRICKLAND 

ELEVEN TWENTY AM THIS DATE. RECORDS DUNN AND pees CREDIT AGENCY 

NY CONTAINED THE FOLLOWING INFO CONCERNING CURTISABROWN LTD., LITERARY 
AGENTS, THREE FOUR SEVEN FIFTH AVE., NYC. DIRECTORS ALAN orHOLLINGS 
PRESIDENT AND TREASURER, NELL TEYSUCKERNAN SECRETARY, CHARTERED NY JULY 
FIFTEEN NINETEEN NINETEEN, AUTHORIZED CAPITAL TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND 

DOLLARS. CORPORATION WAS ORGANIZED TO ACT AS A UNITED STATES REP- 
RESENTATIVE OF AN ENGLISH COMPANY OF SAME NAME FORMED ABOUT NINETEEN ZERO 
THREE IN LONDON ENGLAND. CURTIS BROWN FORMER VICE PRESIDENT DIED SEPT 
TWENTY SECOND NINETEEN FORTY FIVE. HIS OFFICE REMAINS VACANT AND COLLINGS 
CONTROLS THE STOCK OF INSTANT COMPANY. CURTIS BROWN DASH ALAN COLLINGS 
INCORPORATED WAS INCORPORATED IN NY OPERATING AS RADIO AGENTS AND SELLING j 
PLAYS, SKETCHES AND RADIO MATERIAL TO AGENTS. cugrisSSRRaas PASSED 
MIDDLE AGE AND WAS A RESIDENT OF ENGLAND we MANY pug Bilines tyes —- 7 
MONTHS EACH YEAR IN THE UNITED STATES. HF E wAS page P sig ents a 


NINETEEN THIRTY NINE CURTIS BROWN LTD., BECAME A MEMBER OF THE a 
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PAGE TWO 


INCORPORATED SOCIETY OF AUTHORS REPRESENTATIVES. SUBJECT COMPANY ACTIS 
“AS AGENT FOR AUTHORS AND OPERATES ON TEN PER CENT COMMISSION BASIS. IT 
"REPRESENTS ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED AMERICAN, BRITISH AUTHORS. NO FINANCIAL 

STATEMENT AVAILABLE. MAINTAINS ACCOUNT BANK OF MANHATTAN COMPANY, 

FOUR THREE NINE MADISON AVE. RECORDS CREDIT BUREAU OF GREATER NY REFLECT 

WIFE OF CURTIS BROWN, MRS. pene AGE, SEVENTY EIGHT AS OF 

NINETEEN FORTY FOURs MAINTAIN RESIDENCE AT TECK FARM, WHITNEY POINT, 

NY. ENJOYS seco Ene oer RATING. RECORDS CONCERNING ALAN COLLINGS 
NEGATIVE. REVIEW OF INDICES NY FO REFLECTED THAT ON FEB FOUR NINETEEN | 
FORTY ONE, CURTIS BROWN LTD., TEANSFERRED TO THE CHASE NATIONAL BANK 

FORTY FIFTH ST ae TWO THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED TWENTY NINE DOLLARS ON 

ORDER OF HUMATISAVERLAG ZURICH SWITZERLAND. THIS ACCOUNT WAS CHARGED 

TO THE\bANQUE POPULAIRE SUISSE ZURICH SWITZERLAND. ON OCT TWENTY 

NINE NINETEEN FORTY THE NATIONAL CITY BANK OF NY TRANSFERRED A PAYMENT 

OF EIGHTY FIVE DOLLARS TO THE ORDER OF THE HUMATIS VERLAG ZURICH SWITZER- 
LAND PER INSTRUCTIONS RECD IN CABLE DATED OCT TWENTY EIGHT NINETEEN FORTY. _ 
THIS WAS LIKEWISE CHARGED TO THE ACCOUNT OF THE BANQUE POPULAIRE 


SUISSE ZURICH SWITZERLAND. REFERENCE IS MADE TO THE REPORT OF SA AL- 


BERT FRANZ DATED MARCH TWO NINETEEN FORTY IN THE MATTER CONCERNING ERNST 
ae TS 
END PAGE TWO 
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WOLFGANG # NGEWIESCHE WAS, ESPIONAGE, WHEREIN IT WILL BE NOTED THAT ALAN 


[ae 


D€4L.L.INS TREASURER AND MANAGER OF CURTIS BROWN LTD., PUBLISHERS, THREE 
FOUR SEVEN MADISON AVENUE WAS INTERVIEWED CONCERNING THE POSSIBLE ES- 
PIONAGE ACTIVITIES OF LANGEWIESCHE. IT IS TO BE POINTED OUT THAT 
ALAN COLLINS AS OF MARCH NINETEEN FORTY WAS A LIEUTENANT SENIOR GRADE 


UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE INTELLIGENCE UNIT, THIRD NAVAL DISTRICT. 
A DISCREPANCY EXISTS AS TO THE CORRECT SPELLING OF ALLAN ondotins 
NAME, IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT IT WILL BE NOTED THAT THE RECORDS OF 
DUNN AND-BRADSTREET RECORD THE NAME AS ALANy LLINGS HOWEVER, ON THE 
BASIS OF THE INFO DEVELOPED IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THESE TWO INDIVIDUALS 
ARE IDENTICAL. UNLESS ADVISED TO THE CONTRARY NO FURTHER ACTION WILL 
BE TAKEN IN THIS MATTER. , | 
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FROM .: D, iM. Ladd 
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CPU SIP 


SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
Ie wae’ INTERNAL SECURITY - 


The technical surveillance on the residence of Richard Bransten Mr; Quinn Tem 
who, as you will recall, has for sometime been engaged in writing a biographyt. ‘esse. 
of former President Herbert Hoover produced information on June 21 > 196, phates Geney 
Bransten's manuscript of the biography of Herbert Hoover is in the hands of the 
ibLisher whose telephone number was ascertained through his Source to be Mldorado 
—3610. Reference to the classified section of the New dork City Telephone Directory 


at the Seat of Government discloses thatkercourt, Brace and Company,. 383 Madison 
Avenue, New York City, has a listed telephone number of Eldorado 5-3610. 
a mmuananen 7 ae ie 


You will recall that the Los Angel Office determined that the subject re- 
ceived a letter on March 29, 19h5, fromDorigngchneider of Harcourt, Brace and Company, 
Publishers, 383 Madison Avenue, New York City, which closed as follows: 


"It is good the Hoover book progresses and I well see the San 
Francisco Conference might have an iniportant bearing on your story." 


The letter stated that the writer had .got the subject's message to "Frank", 
It is believed that "Frank" may possibly be renklorley 


It was also ascertained by Agents of the Los Angeles Office that Bransten 
had in his possession a letter received April 2, 1945, from Harcourt, Brace and 
Company, the signature of which was illegible. Initials on the letter indicated 
it was dictated by’ FVM: who may be Frank Morley. The letter requested that Bransten 
keep us posted!! regarding the Hoover book. = ; 


Mrs. Bransten from Allen C.X€ollins, President .of Curtis rown, Limited, ~3h7 Madison * 
Avenue, New York City, in which the writer inquiréds* Hows Richard getting on with 
the book ard when do@s he think he will be fihished. I am sending all documents to 
Frank Morley so that he can bring himself up' to date on the love life of the Branstens." 
The letter contained comments regarding the Communist sympathies of the Branstens and 
indicated that Collins differs from the Branstens in his politica’ Neco , He refers 
to himself as "a guy who is called a reactionary in the liberal € Be ew York and 
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Agents of the ‘ehfeiins Field Office also i Sbeeown a letter whabid by 


RA Me : 
, _, For your information, BE: Mw Haven “pteld ‘Ofiice~has forwarded to the «Bureau 


re) 


PORES 


portions of various rough drafts of parts of the cover , biography which are now ‘in the 
dj process of being photographed. Bib UU, SS | 2 


wae ’ 
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ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Unless you advise to the contrary, the photographing of the rough 
draft material in the possession of the Bureau will be completed. No effort will be 
made, however, winless you otherwise instruct to obtain possession of a copy of the 
manuscript now in the hands of the publisher. 
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Single pages dealing with ters 1 through 7. 

Notes of apparently entire pter ). 

Notes which are believed to be two complete copies of 
Chapter 8. : 

Chapter 9 - 27 pages. 

Chapter 10 ~— 6); pages. 

Chapter 11 - 3 partial drafts, 
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Sederal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice ao : : Sane 
5LO Trust Company Building pe Ta ee | 

New Haven, 10, Connecticut WO le Pee oe | 
August 15, 1946 it Sh: peteseeeee 
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Director, yn 
Q . 
RE: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C 
(Bureau File 100-80068 
Dear Sir: 


Enclosed please find miscellaneous pages of a manuscript 
being prepared by the Subject in his biography of HERBERT HOOVER, 
SPN = eee ot . 
Bi mm 


This material has been furiished-by-CWP-1 who maintains 


a trash cover on Subject's residence at 48 Canal Sty; Westport, 
Connecticut. . 


It should be noted that material furnished by the above 
infopmant on July 23, 1946 reflected that Subject had: contacted 
Mr, /\BRAZILLER of the “Sook Find Club! relative to rublishing his 
biography of HERBERT HUOVER. This would indicate that Subject has 
completed this biography, . 


Enclosed also find material prepared by the Subject for 
an article which was published some time ago in the "Daily Worker" 
_ newspaper. This material also relates to HHRBERT HOOVER, 
ee “g's be i Very truly yours, 
4 aes 
Va er F, Gleason 


_ > Special Agent in Charge 
NY ‘ 
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DATE, 02-03-2010 «* ’ 
# ederal Burean of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 


C F 510 Trust Company Building aan: . 
ae og New Haven, 10, Connectimt 
August 15, 1946 
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Director, FBI : 7 


Ri: RICHARD BRANSTZN, was RUTH McKENNEASRANSTEN 
INTERNAL SECURITY -— C INTERNAL SECékITR- C | 


Dear Sir: - 


ton fidential.Informant CiP— 1, wae 
vho furnishes a trash cover on Subjects! réstwence at 48 Canal Street, 
Westport, Connecticut, reflects that Subjects are contemplating a trip 
to France for the alleged purpose of obtaining material for additional 


motion picture stories. 

RICHARD BRANSTEN has written to the Immigration and Naturali- 
zation Service at Washington, D. C. relative to obtaining passports 
for this trip. 

To date, no information has been obtained as to when this 


trip would be made, but it has been learned that Subject and his wife 
are taking French lessons to prepare themselves for it. 


Very truly yours, 
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,' | SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject covered UNO meetings at NYC for "Sunday Worker" 


and periodiéally prepares arti¢les for Daily and Sunday 
Workers. Uorresponded with WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, Chairman 


of the CP of the USA concerning Subject!s resignation as 
Say contributing editor of "New Masses". Presently making 
te eontacts for publishing .of biography of HERBERT HOOVER, 
ws instructing classes in Marxism and Dialectical Meterial- 


op ‘isin at Jefferson School, NYC. Has conducted Harxist Study 
“ 9 classes at his residence, Westport, and also at Bridgeport, 
AUgnnecticut. Lember of Urgdhizational - Educational and 

a> Literary committees of CP of Uonnecticut, and is Literature 
i , Director of CP at Norwalk, Connecticut. Attends meetings: 
of Professional group and Workers' group branches of CP at 
| “ Norwalk, Connecticut and has appeared as speaker at other 
{ 

{ 


CP branches in Connecticut. Maintains contact with Nation- 
al offices of CP of USA at New York Vity as well as many 
Communists in Connecticut area. Active in NAACP, ICCASP, 
and National Citizens! Political Action Committee. Presently 
collaborating with his wife NUTH McKENNEY BRANSTEN in writ- 
ing stories for movies and radio. ; 


| Drea ; 

. ~P- a a 
| ZAR ULEAD BY 
Reference: Report of Special Agent HAROLD BE. MEYER dated % anuary 30, 
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DETAILS : 


I Information Concerni Prenaration, of Articles by the Subject for 
CP Periodicals The Daily and Sunday Workexs 
T-1 on January 10, 1946 advised that RICHARD. BRANSTEN. talked with ALLEN 


s Veck relative to the obtaining of a writer to obtain egierae= of the “cx. 


ént strikes for the "Sunday Vorker' newspaper. 


T-L advisedcon January 21; 1946 that Subject's wife RUTH enaliecre: 


“was covering ‘the Western Union strikes for the perc and. Sunday Workers ‘OL? 


the oP. 


This informant ‘advined on January 28, 1946 that Sungeck a We oe write stories 
for the "Daily ¢ jorkert! concerning monopolists such as ther BUPONTS . 6 


- On Harch iis 1946 Informant advised. that ALLEN HACK of "Daily- Yorker 
~ at New York City, contacted Subject and reque ed that he prepare an art— 


icle for the. "Daily Worker" concerning HERBERTANOOVER., MACK directed that 
this article should reflect the manner in “whic the administration of Presi-~ 


dent. TRUMAN was using the food situation was comparable to the way in which 


HERBERT HOOVER used the ‘food. shortage before, using it as a political weapon. 


On aan é, 1946 derenieue a1, advised that Subject aA prepared the artisle 
on BERBERT. HOOVER for publishing in the eed Worker" and. had. transuitted 
it_ to sa ACK at: New. York vee 7 = ; 7 


T-1 aetna’ on tlerch 12; 1946 shat. Subject 1 was iapased an ating articles ~ 


' for the "Sunday Viorker" and was covering the United Nations Organization 


meetings held at Hunter College; New York; as a rer eens, of the Sun- 
day Worker. : “ ; : 


Tl. advised of many cont bes itiuahads the month of March, 1946 between 
the. Subject’ and GEORGEY TAROBIN of the Daily Worker concerning the Subjectts 


covering of the Unu sngetings ae a representative of the"Daily Norker! 


} The "gunday Yorker ‘under date of April Lg? 1946: contained an article written 


by t e Subject under the name of BRUCE MINTON concerning a-speech of Dr, 
Ose GE of Poland before the Security Council of the UNO indicting the 


Franco*regime of. Spain. A review of this article reflects that Subject - 


followed the typical CP line in condemning the Franco regime and calling 


-upon: the United States and. other nations to: oust Francoe: 2 


T+2 made available information relative to Subject's article on HERBERT 
HOOVER which had been prepared for the "D,ily Worker, This information 


reflected that Subject's article’ set forth that "by appointing: ex-President, 


HERBERT HOOVER as Honorary Chairman of the newly formed Famine Administration 
Committee, President TRUMAN had hardly. reassured the people of Europe that 
the SOS eaten is interested in- stbempting to prevent famine, for lr, 


2 


mae) 


NORTH and his colleagues ae 
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HOOVER long ago ‘discovered that food is a potent political weapon". . 


This article continued to condemn the actions of HERBERT HOOVER in the 
handling of the American Relief Administration in Europe after Vorld 
“War I, In general this arbicle’ followed the usual CP line in opposition 
_ to ex-President HARBERT HOOVER. 


'. IT Information Concerning Subjects Gonneetion. wih the New Unsses 


Periodical 


T-1 advised ‘that on larch 22; 1946 Subject! s ites RUTH UcKENNEY BRANSTEN 
had contacted. JOSHPH ANORTH of the. "New Masses" periodical and stated that - 
her name. and her husbend!'s name should be removed from the masthead of the 


_ Wew Masses! as contributing editors since they did not agree with the 


policy of the meeeeehe and were not. pee to mare a Bark in making ‘this 


policy. 


: T~2- advised/that on April 27 ’ 1946 Subject mailed the following letter bo 
VELLA, oy Chad.rmah of the OP. of the USA: 


— ; 7 
"Dear Comrade Fos ae = 
The New Masses has ee notified us of. Ghete happiness ‘at 
dropping our names from their maehesds 


teow 


Ruth. and I both feel ties ‘because we were disciplined and | 


~ | abidedyby our promise to you, that we have been held up to ridicule by 


M“lorth, -who has ‘been less: than honest in this. business, and who has 


a dis) eyed. his careerism and opportunisn in relation ‘to the party. 


en Ruth and: I were, opponents of, Browderism and fought : 


it vigorously in the NEI] MASSES; 


Because Ruth eae I would not tolerate the misuse ‘eg a patty 


: ? publication for the deliberate attempt to spread revisionism, even after 
the national, convention of the, party. eicuccpanes condemned REV SLOn LSM; 


Because Rabh and I heeded ‘your advice not. to. _press ‘for the 


; eer letter of resignation we wrote being published in IE MASSES; 


v 


Because Ruth and. I took for granted that in complaining to 


_ you: of the wanton waste of party funds; ‘the foolish stupidity of N's 


cultural position; and the desertion of the Pyeyokussoreny movement by JOB 


i 
The result hae been that we are the scapegoats, and Joe North | 


“not only. has deliberately lied oo us, but he has PEERED ESP enee oek posi- 


tion. 
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We think this’ treatment of us after a siaigivs for a 
Marxist position is shameful, We think that the willingness of the 


Party leadership to condone this type of action is shameful. {le think ; 


that the party suffers from this sort of rationalization and dishonésty. 
We think the ability to find excuses for the outright enemies.of the 
party who would have destroyed it through revisionism, while ‘allowing 


-members of the party. who fought for a ‘decent and militant party to be - 


kicked around, is. corrupt ‘and does not epee well for the fiber of the 
party. | ‘ 


The American Communist movement has historical responsibil- ~ 
ity to the working class. It has made mistakes that: history will never 
forgive, dnd which cannot be lightly excused", We feel that the Commun— 
ist Party, in which we believe, needs.to.examine its ow integrity in 
order to fulfill its responsibilities to the American working class. Ye 
are tired of the tendency to excuse dishonesty toward each other, career- 
ism, and nastiness -~ because we think we tendency is dangerous. 


We ‘do sone think our case in relation to Joe North of much 
importance. It robs us neither of a livelihood, our position in the 
Party, our ability to Live among our fellows > our self-rgspect, or our 
knowledge that we were not the ones who were guilty in this instance, We 
know the guilty; and so does the party, though the ac 2 for. reasons 
of its own Prevends. that what is true is not true. 


But we are alarmed at the shabby thinking of those who per- 
mit and condone this sort of abuse. We are alarmed, because this sort of 
evasion and dishonesty seems. to us to.betray a weakness which if it- con-_ 
tinues means that the party will again desert the. obligations it has set. 


for itself, - And excuses in history are very shabby. 


Both Ruth and I are disgusted at the. runaround we have. ‘been 


given, and we hate it. There is nothing for us to do. We can take it, 


since we believe that to state our case beyond remarking it to you would 
be a disservice hot to the people who are continually rendering disservices 


_ to the Marxist movement, but to the real movement that all the Joe Norths 


cannot prevent from asserting itself in this country’ sooher or-later. Joe 
North and his like only. delay ‘the movement. The danger is that delay at 
the present time strengthens the fascists, who are not playing games, as 
Joe North is, but are very serious in their determination to smash the 
American working class, the Soviet Union, and everything that is decent and 
meaningful in life. ; 


We know this protest’ is easily dismissed as ihadeVenseroan) 
That matters very little to us. We make this protest to salve our own 
consciences. We are sick and tired and nauseated with petty opportunism 


. magazine fora long time. 


‘On January 27, 1946 T-1 advised that SEYLIOU, 


: ~ megs ’ F 
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we are disgusted with excuses for it in the name of something more import~ 
ant. There is no substitute for honesty. It was the deliberate lack of — 
honesty on the part of the ‘leadership of the Communist Party, their will-_. 
ingness to secrifice truth and courage to face things for the opportuniest 
excuses that revisionism is after all the way of the times, that made for 
Browlerism, and Browderism cannot be exorcised by saying it is over. Un- 
less the Communists are willing to learn their. Lesson, then they are. enemies 
of the people -- because they are taking-a name which they refuse to live 

up to, they are using the most important movement of our times to mislead 
people, to keep jobs, to talk among themselves. . 


a Let us make clear that Ruth and I are working every day and 
as hard.as we can-for our great movement. But:we do not feel that this. 
‘movement is strengthened. by the sort of pushing around we have been given 
to make, Joe North into what he likes to consider himself "a worker intellec- 
' tual’, And we think that we have been tricked in this instance, and more 
than.one person, and more than people directly concerned with the Ni have 
taken part in giving us the: works. We admit we lost, our battle. But we — 


think more important is that the pattle was lost, and that the meaning of 
the loss is a challenge to the integrity of the’ party. 


eee With warm personal regards,, Y it 


T~2 on March 27, 1946 made available a letter similar to. the one set forth 
in its entirety above from the Subject to WILLEAM Z. FOSTER, Chairman of the 
Communist Party of the U.S.A., but this letter is not being set forth in its 
entirety. The letter accused the New llasses editorial policy of fighting for 
revisionism. and stated that the New Masses had been a travesty on AcMarxist . 


TIT. Biography of HERBERT HOOVER soe ee 


T-2 has for a nunber of months been furnishing information. concerning Subject!s 


_ preparation of a ‘piography on the life of ex“President HERBERT HOOVER. =~ 


mitted to the Bureau. It has been previously set forth that SEYMOUR BAKST 
is assisting Subject inthe preparation of this book as research biographer 
and has engaged a room at the Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. for the | 


Periodically information concerning rough drafts of this book’ have been’ sub- 


- purpose of obtaining material to be forwarded to t he»Stbject for his prepara- 
. tion of this biography. ; oN 


3AKST was to visit Subject in the 
near future for a consultation oh preparation the biography of HERBERT — 


» 
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On Hardly’ 22, 1946 informant .T-1 advised that Subject had been contacted 
by TORN YBROER of the National Citizens! Political Action Committee. In- 
fofiiant Savised that BRANSTEN's purpose was to obtain information in sup- : 
port of ‘statements issued’ by the National- Citizens! P.A.C. that HERBERT : 
HSOVER had been using food as a weapon. against Democracy. ° Informant ad—' 
vised that Subject _ assured JOHN BECKER that his statements and the state- 
ments of the National Citizens! P.A.C. had been correct and BRANSTEN agreed 
to consult his material on HOOVER so that he might supply BECKER with in- 
- _ formation to enable BECKER to answer the criticisms that had been directed 
at the National Gitizens' P.A.C. because of their attitude toward PERpEnT 
HOOVER. - ° 


“On April 7, 1946 T-1 nay ieeak that he ‘had sodeiues jaformabion #6 ‘the effect 

thet Subject had progressed in his biography | of. HERBERT HOOVER to the pou 

of she 1920 presidential candidacy, © oe 

On ae 23, 1946 T~2 made available dnpoumstton which indicated that: Subject 
on June 11, -1946 contacted Uy, ILLER of the "Book Find Club" relative to 
publishing his biography of HE HER ERT aT HOOVER. | M E 


IV . Information Gonccuain Stib; ectis. hetibity. as Instructor. at +he cp 
Jefferson School of: Social Science New som oity: a = . on 


~ On April al, 1946 T-1 advised that Sotormetion nad come to his attention in- 
dicating that Subject was actihg as-an instructor at the Jefferson School of 
Social Soience, a CP school located at New York City... cue re parasee: that 
Subject was teaching. a class: on April 2s: 1946. | a . # 


T-2' iade avatiietas: a letter From HOW, HOWE ii ELAN, Director of the Jefferson | 

* School of Social Science, 575 Avenue ~ SH Whe" hiiericas, » New:York City, to the 
" Subject, advising that no classes would be held at the Jefferson School on. 
May 1 inasmuch as many - -of the school students would participate in May Day . 
celebrations. This letter reflected that all Wednesday: classes would begin 
on May 8 and would continue for eight sessions through June 26.. The letter . 
advised that. the teachers! section of the May Day parade was to assemble at 
33 00° pm at 39th eoreet between 9th and 10th Avenues. 3 


+ 


T-2 made available a letter dated May. os 1946. ein DAVE 
~ Jefferson School of Social Science to the Spbject under t ae name of BRUCE 
-; SINTONM.enclosing copies of the outline for the aia course with “the - 
_ defterson ‘school. acd ; : 
“me made available a letter dated Mak. 23, agi ivoie SIDNEY eLUCK, Chairman 
of the Economics and Politics Department of the Jefferson school of Social 
Sciences addressed to. "Dear Instructor", inviting Subject to a dismussion 


# 


100-1128 . 


of tbhe negro question in the U.S.A." to be held | on’ June 9, 1946 at the 
Jefferson School of Social Science. 


Informant T-2 also made available an outline of instructions which appear 
_ to have been utilized by the Subject in the preparation of his lectures 
at the Jefferson school. This outline is set forth as follows: 


May to June, 1946, Eight Lectures - 
Jefferson School - Method and 
Content of Course © 


An abtempt to approach. our recent history through a llarxist, inalypien eae 
Dialectical Haterialism. : ! 


ps Cover @ quick review of ‘the last quarter century with greatest Sphees® 
on the period of 1930 to the present time. : 


3. Lestimeasebart: promptly at 7:00. From 8: 15 to 9:00 questions, discussions, 
disagreements. +» debates. (Apology, 3 don't” know all the answers). 


What is Marxisti? “Mercian theory is-a L euetion of the experience of 
the working class.. All theory is the result of human experience. tihen ° 

. human experience is examined and understood it leads to richness of per-. 
ceprsen: and nee ability to take decisive Rene , 


Unity of Theory and Practice. It is the understand~ 
ing of history -~theory-- that leads to correct and effective actions It 
As: ‘the desire and a pecese ty. to act that. leads to the study of theory. 


te : We have the need to live historically. : 


Yhhat is Dialectical Hebertatiam? It is the world outlook of Marxismp 
Leninism. Dialectical means to discourse, to. debate, hence the act of 
- ~apriving at the truth by disclosing the contradiction in- ad arguments | 
Se of an opponent and: to- overcome these contradictions. 


se he : : > eter ant is ‘the’ interpretation of pheaousas by 
‘Hetenpeine to understand their own nature. It is the opnosite of ideal- 
“ism, of explaining phenomena by having recourse to ‘some absolute idea, — 
or universal epieits 


What we do not know. is due not to the fact that such ~ 
phenomena are not capable of explanation, but we have not sufficient know- 
_ ledge as yet. : 


Tntndduetion. Concise “synopsis. ‘of principles of atdintan,. But only a 
: : beginning. - <e 


Leninism a continuation of Marxism, 


figs séoulan to Russia - not a nationalist theory- 


. . 
v aa ‘ @ . . . x 
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Not a revival of. oueineaaney: elements of Marxism —- 
for Marxism is revolutionary -- corrected opportunist 
Social Democrats. 


-Leninism is Marxism of the era. of imperialism and of the pPoliebarian 
revolution. lLeninisia is the theory and tactics of the proletarian rev- 
“olution in general, the BheOry and tactics of the ae dictator— 

ship in particular. ‘ 
Historical Roots: 


Contradiction of capitalism eta extreme under imperialism — 


moribund eapauel sees ; : : 
° Three important contradictions’ - 
1. Becwess labor and asetvaly ionopoly capitalism proves ' 4 
customary methods of .working class inadequate. © Hither buckle under or use 
a new “method ~- revolution. . ; 
2 ee _- ; = 
2 2. Between imperialistic powers in the Sateisin of the world. 


Mutual weakening. UN example. 


. 3. Handful of civilized ruling nations and willions of. : 
colonial and dependent peoples.. But impevialis: builds the proletariat of 
. subject nations s creates preconditions of revolution. Raa India. 


a 


Uhy did Russia road é the wae 


Tsarist oppression at home. ; 
‘Ageréssiveness of tsarism -- Turkey, Persia, ‘China. 
. Watchdog of imperialism, dooting ground’ of imperialism. 


‘To strike ats tsarisn meant necessity of ‘sbruggle against imperialism. ; 


Method: The meaning of opportunism, - Substitution of parlianentary 
; formas. “ReneMOg, bargaining, intrigue, for revolutionary 


te sedate by ptctice, ee do not shang situation aa | 


deeds are what count. 


Self criticism. Danae of eee Proletariat cannot seize power — 
without majority. . But. if situation arises? If proletariat command a 
inajority b¥ clliance. ussia refutes dogma. " | 
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= Proletariat not §rained. But revolution trains hen: 


Browder's theory =p Wand it over to the Se a ame 


Proletariat cannot’ accept the political general strike. 
Upset the-country.. . 


4 "A 
v Gy “ 


Informant Ta2 made available a létber dn the. let erhead of the Communist 
Party of the USA dated) J > 1946 from ILLIA oat RUAN, Organizational 
Secretary, and WILL TAL ZEINSTONE, Wdueational ‘Dirécter, © réquesting the © 
assistance of Subject Mr acting aS a speaker and,lecturer. This letter 
enclosed a questionnaire which Subject was reese to complete and re- 


2 are to the CP of New York State. 


Vo Meetings Attended and other CP Aobivitdes of Subject _ in Connecticut oO 


P93 advised on January: 23, 1946 that Subject held. a. oP Marxist study ‘class 

at his home located at 48 Canal Street,;. iestport, Connecticut. Informant 

- adwised that Subject talked on the executive measures to oppose and destroy 
capitalism. | He pointed to HERBERT HOOVER. as a Leading fascist and ‘stated 
that he was the most dangerous individual in the United States inasmuch .as 

‘he desired war with Russia nor. : 


T~L advised on pees. h, 196 that RUDOLPH “GILLESPIE, a CP member at Mor 

. walk, Connecticut, contacted the Subject. and arranged. for a Communist — : 
group meeting at the PRANSTEN residence to be held on February Bs 19h6. - 
Informant advised. that inasmuch” as RUDOLPH GILLESPIE is active in the Vork- 
ers! Branch of the CP at Norwalk, it appeared that this meeting ee be. 
a meeting of the Workers! ‘Branch, ; 


_ P-L sasised on peneueny &, 1946 that ‘irs, RIGHAR active cP worker 
in the Norwalk, area,~- coritacted the Stibject and advised that on that date ~ 
she was mailing: obese. a0e the next, mestive of une CP club at Norwalks 


T-3 ‘advised that ab: a meetine. Professional group held February 135.7 
1916 at the Home of. Dr. LARCUS FARIS in. Norwalk there was ‘a discussion of ~ 
the CP study classes waich h RIGH RD. BRANSTEN was holding at iis home. - 


T-l. advised that the CP meéting held on February 19, 1946 was addressed - 
JOSEPH MOBERTS, chaikman of the CP_of Connecticut, | Who discussed with ROY 
LSIB, active Communist Party; worker, the necessity of having an education—_ 
al campaign in Connecticut. Informant advised that ROBERTS had ares 
discussed this. educational campaign need with the Subject. 


tn 


T-3 advised that eupden was ore at a meeting of. the Were aoe of 


a 
10° 


- man of une cP of Connecticut to Subject which is set forth's 
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the CP at Norwalk, Connecticut, ‘witch: was held on February 12, 1946 we 
.at the Forest Hall, High-Street, Norwalk. Informant advised that at this 
meeting Subject contributed $5.00 to a collection for the strikers" 

and also Spoke briefly on Communist activities. 


Informant T1. advised that. Subject continued to be busy instructing. eanses 


at Bridgeport, Connecticut for the CF, This informant indicated that on 
Liarch 13, 1946 eupdeet was instructing a class at Bridgeport, 


T-2 on Match, 1s, 1946 made available a letter from JOSEP! UBERTS, “Chair 


KLows: 
"Dear a 
Heard. your = eee was swell last night. ‘Don't Paice the 


“Bdndational committee HOCH AAS Saad liarch 13 3 at &:00 Pit at 840 
“Hain Siege. .. - . 


Leet PO ws 
a Ss . | Signed, Con 
eng ce “os 5 Jos 


hh advised that- Subject was. > present at a neatine of ‘the Organizational 
| Educational Committee of the OP of Connecticut which was held at the CP 
State headquarters » SLO Main Street, Bridgeport on March 13, 1946. Inform- 
ant advised that at this meeting Subject criticized the literature of the 
CP*in Connecticut and stated that explanatory. pamphlets were needed -to . 
Broper iy: clarity the issues set forth in the Woe oun 

“ns 


T-1. advis ed inate on March 19 a 1946 MICHAEL AARUSSO, State Secretary of the 
CP of Connécbicut, stated that Subject mien Ene hale of BRUCE ifINTON, was 

@ member or: the Organizational~Educational committee, and ane acted as. A 
the Literature Coxuitbee. of the CP of Connecticut. ~ _ 


t2 on eek 27 : 1946 made available an Sanmnanntiede of the ‘meeting of the 
Newark CF Beanch which was to be held at 48 Carial Street, Pestbo at'7 30 
ae ‘Tuesday, Karch 26, This announcement was: signed by 8: ER, Secretary. 

% is to ‘be noted that this meeting was to be held ab Su det rs2 pOSACSRCE 
Rl. advised that on April ‘aa, 1946. Subject was. unable to" attend @ General 
Electrical. branch meeting of the CP at Bridgeport, Connecticut due to the ~ 
illness of Subject's daughter. -Informant advised that Sub ject had intended . 
to discuss UThe Foundations of Leninism"™ at this meeting. 


* 5 advised thas on “April. hy 1946 JOSEPH ROBERTS » Chairman of the CP. of” 
Connecticut, contacted Subject and advised him that one CP meee for that. 
date ‘had been postponed | for one week., ti a 


Td Savina’ on April 18, ‘1946 that members ae the @P had -been Pscascaas 


the as of a panel forum at which the major sopees of interest were to. 


a a. ne 


: Educational - committee of the CP. 


of Stabe MESS Bs 
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be discussed by Party members. It had been stated that the Subject, 
wno is known amonz members of the CP as BRUCE mney 3 tias-to be a 
participant in the educational program. 


T~2 made available an announcement of a meeting of the CP of Norwalk — 
-which was to be held on April 23 at the home of NATHAN JATLEP SKY ab i! 
Catamount Road, Yh oe Connecticut. This announcenent was sighed or 
Ss. a Secretary : : 


T-1 advised that Subject Was present ae a meeting of-the CP which was 
held at BeLAgeports Connecticut, on “April: 255 1946. 


- Set advised that on January 22, 191.6 the ‘Subject hed contact with JOSEPH 
we DEN... former organizer.of the Youth section of the National CP who 
s also chaktnien of the American Youth Congress \at Mew York City. i, 
, formant was unable to gtvase as to the nature of ow contact. 


Shrarcenants were made whereby Subject 1 was “to visit FURD at the at tonal: 
Hesdauartere on March 2, 19h6. as 


5 advised on } larch 27 >» 1946 that MICHAEL A. RUSSO, State Secretary of SN 
the CP of Connecticut, stated that BRUCE LINTON was Litersture Director 
of the CP at Norwalk,. Connecticut. th ye 


T-6 Savieed on. March 28, 1946 thet, ‘CLCHAEL A. RUSS 30, Stabe meeiecury of” 3 
the CP of Connecticut, had stated, that PebJece was a member: of. the State A 


% 


13 advised on March 29, 19h6 that ‘formation had been subsiged from 

‘RAE SACHS, active CP: worker,at Norwalk, Connecticut, that Subject'!s Marx 
ist study” classes had been called off for several weeks since Subject was 
attending the UNO meetings. - Infomant advised that the Stibject's wife, 
RUTH ek ENNEY BRANSTEN ».Was weiting articles for the 'Daily ijorker" about 
the UNO and these eles: were generally ‘scathing criticisms of Secretary. 


TH3 advised on ‘os 25 > Sone that See — been peer preparing a “Lea 
let for distribution by the CP in the Norwalk area in connection with ‘the 


CP recruiting drive. : ; ee eee ‘ 


13 advised that the club necting held at the home of the Subject on iwaroh 
“4 13, 1946 was addressed by oe who discusse the UNO Security Couheil’ 


meeting and accused HSRBERT. Hi ? SenatorXTANDENBEEG, and others of lead- 
ing the United peasee into ne and Tashe and” for” her imperialist poli- 


cles. E-5 woe of mS é Me 
a . _ | Gather he Hy 


12 


re gts... @ te EE eh Sa Z r) : te ; 


100-11.28 


‘ p-2 advised that ab a a which ‘Subject arranged for lirs. CHARLES. 
poe __\ppais Eat his home on Uay 5, 1946, the following Imovwn GP members 
/Wiere invited to attend: 


"CLARA ofBoata 
Edgewood School.,- 
paar Conn. 


SEY on oarse_... ag 
1360 Ft. Stevens Drive, i. 


Washington, D.C. : 
Vf ; _ 
sone aie wo RING a 
. 2 B83" Colorad enue rf 
F Bridgeport, Conn, SAM UL {7 ER vk 3 
‘and Mrs, SAIUZ% GRUBER 
=f -75-Summer=Streets a 
Stanford, Connecticut - 


en a oe . SACH a= Se ee a 2 3 
F . 2s “9 é ac ane! ee : . : : we a 4 ‘ é ; 7 


a, ~  . YE Gontacts- ay Subject with Conmaunist Geeivabes or ended Front 
: Groups ; 


Lek and 1-3 ‘furnished Anpomebion indicating that Subject iad indicated 
“an intention to assist in any. manner possible in the organization of a 
chapter of the ‘Independent Citizens" Committee of Arts, Senenons and 
Professions: vin the EME OES: Connecticut area. “ : 


925 on Harch 20): 1946, stated: that at a “recent forun ne by the 
ICCASP at Westport, Connecticut, Subject que av antagonized members by: 
his attitude. Informant advised that,RUL LLISTER,.. achive member of rr 
the ICCASP had stated that everyone in Westport wa was. aware of the fact that 
Subject was. a Cormugist and that following the difficulty experienced at 
the meeting mentiioned-above, Subject | had refused to attend any more nee 
ings oF the ICCASP. = pe n . 


T2 made available notiees of meetings of the National Association for the 
Advancement of the Colored People on April. 3, May 1, and Ifay 29, 1946. a L 
| _* ‘These’ announcements of meetings. forwarde to the Subject were Beene’ by a oY 


m 


the President of this opganization, Li 


T-2 made available a letter from PAL ANOBESON eabbed cre 6b, pai 
called upon -the cies “tor make a jabion to the "Action Committee to 
Free Spain", ; ; 


“T-2 made Sistevie a letter dated March 20, 1946 on the letterhead of 


“ 100-1128 . es 


' Northern ,California Division reflecting thatyy 
' dinner sponsored’ by ‘this group for HENRY A,yAt 


* PH2 nd faitatte a letter addressed to Subject and His wife Signed 


the Action Committee to Free Spain, sighed by _quinrnyy CrNOLDS,. -address— 
ed th the Subject and lirs. BRANSTEN requesting a” a contribution in behalf 
of this Committee. ; 


4A 


-T-2 made available a oe dated May 25 1946 on tHe ‘Létberhead of the 


National Citizens' PAC, Northern California Di 
San Francisco, California, signed by BENJAL 


i ion, 833 Market Street, 

BOREXEUS,. Secretary of the | 

5 bject had attended the 
LLACE on cae 22. This 


letter also requested a donation to" this s gydap. ace 


~ 


ee CADDEN on the letterhead of the "Jin the Peace!'Conference » 1309 

getz IN. W., Washington, D.C. -This letter requested a donation to - 
ee ‘comference and: refle cted that JOSEPH CADDEN had decided not to pur 
chase the Norwalk "Sentinel" newspaper as. had previously been planned. It 
is. to be noted that JOSEPH CADDEN is the former head of the American Youth 
Congress and a know member of the CP. 


. T+2 made available information: reflecting that Subject and his wife have 


peek active in writing stories and plays ‘for the movies’ and radio, 


This informant also furnished information indicating that a, ebensee couple 
are acting as housekeepers for S bide tt! | Lamily at the present time ‘and 
that their names are Mr. and Hes ey (SHIMARU. 1 These individuals 


ed ee ats v4 


formerly resided at 542 West 1IZtw Streéh, Apartment 5C,° New York City. 


T2 advised that ‘from June 4. to June il, 1946 Subject and his wife vacation~ 


_ ed at Camp Pickett, ‘Franconia, pew Hampshire, T~1 advised that Subject had 


‘.frequent contacts with - -GEORGEASELDES , editor of "In Fact" and there were 
many discussions. petween these fidividuals concerning articles to be pub— 
lished in the newspaper "In. Fact, and that on, several occasions SELDES 
sought the advice of Subject relative to thesé matters, 


T-1 advised that on February 8, 1946 STLDRED, COLFORTH ase ‘and her 
‘ huaband ROBERT, a former employee of the Anvi*Trust BSL Depart—. 
ment of Justice n veered the Bee poe : ; : 


’ 


“This informant advised éhat on March’ 13; 1946 PAUL ana ROSAL. / , who 
were apparently old acquaintances of the BRANSTENS in San “Pranciseo were 
to visit the BRANSTEN home in Westport, Contiechicuts o 


The Norwalk Hour newspaper on March 4, 1946 reflected an item that Subject 
had addresséd the Norwalk Jewish Center Breakfast Forum on March 3, 1946 and 


1A 


100-1128 


in his remarks stated. that the United Nations Organization was an in- 
strument of war or peace and that at the present time power politics 


were being played. He stated that the Western powers: were lining up 


against the Soviet Union and he advocated that the United States should . 


cooperate with Russia.’ 


; The: following is an outLine ofthe above ad eat. 


"1 


Guilt of failure to enter League of Nations. 


Idealistic conception of UNO a? © ee 


> Autonet oa, solving’ of issues, 


‘But mentees is isnene ncainery: 


The UNO is no magic formula. -- it was > what we make it.- 


“American people are aed 40 accept fhe UNO as a guarantee of 


peace, 


"There is no. snweitate for vigilance. noe yetting bats 


be: destroyed by our ignorance. 


; The Argentine example ~ -- ite underwriting of fascism, 


The. Last UNO meeting. in London. 


Vandénberg. and Byrnes fiave balked a lot of holy : nonsense 
about the constructive"! side of ‘London. De, 


- Bub what ‘veally happened? 


Was the UNO nesting an enforcément of peace.” 


Now we come ‘0 ‘the 2 get—tough-with Russia conception. 


Me have: ans ‘the compromises: we eos been. soft-spoken, we have" 


“been pub upon... 


Issués: - Iran 
Indonesia. 
Greece ; : 
. World Federation of trade unions -- AFT: 


copies Persons Camps -- "free-speech": ~~ the 
ight of Bngland to support . anti-democratic armies 
me “anbi-Tito, anti-Polish, anti-Italian. Anders 


> 


’ The propaganda asennee. two ideas & nations against . 


the. SU. 


3 


as . 


é 


100-1128 
The complaint that the SU would not bow quietly. 


Does the US help enforce peace by’ 
: Atom bo:ib diplomacy 
Use of troops. against colonial peoples. 
Use of troops in China against democratic movements. 


The Soviet fear of. encirclement, of capitalist hostility. 
The Lesson of history. 
The new Soviet position -— the making of situation, 
rather than allowiug the situation to be thrust. upon 
them. 


The imperialist pattern of the US,Hoover, Vandenberg, a ca 
The need for vigilance » for information. 


Nd 
38 
ate 
mS 


an 
nv 


VII Mis cellaneous 


/Custody” Litigation Goncernin Subject's Son 


Informayit Ts vioade available material reflecting , aguetaatable discussion 
ine*the sustody litigation between Su i mer wate a 
RANSTEN for the custody of their son ; bé 
SRR OINES IE 8 : bi 
In connection with this custody Titigation, informant T-1 advised that 


Subject was fearful tthe Judge might ascertain his political position | 
and take Suet: of from the Subject. ; 


The Grecimich Times newspaper on March 19, 1946 reflected an item to the 
effect. that Subject and his former wife, LOUISE BRANSTEN, of New York Cit 2 
had _ entered into an agreement relative to.the custody of their so 

vnereby[ Iwas to remain with his father until the end of the 
‘ present school: year and the mother would visit her son at reasonable in- 
bervals-, /This item Peflected that RICHARD and LOUISE 2 1 eerie 


37. LOUISE BRANS “lawyers were set forth as } ELIE and 
eae’ ARTCHQ.of Stamfo onnecticut; and RICHARB-BRANSTEN' s attorneys were 
set o “as WARREN RACRESSY and HERERUARD Ag of Westport, Connecticut. 


PENDING = 
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100-1128 


AT NEW YORK CITY 


‘THE NEW HAVEN FIELD DIVISION 5 et ee 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


“THE NEI YORK.FIELD DIVISION - 


ot 


Will consult indices and furnish the New Haven. Field Division with - 
any information contained therein De £0 oie activities, ,0f the 
Subject ab New York pave” 


ep 


AT HESTPORT, COMNBOTICUR 


YALL continue, ‘to foLtow the, activities of’ Subject. : 


= 


- oy 


ih 
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THEORMANTS. 


-- In the report of Spécial Agent RICHARD G. SUELIVEN dated 8-13-46 - 


at New Haven, entitled, "RICHARD BRANSTEN, was. INTERNAL SECURITY: - 
_ C. the temporary informants are: as follows: - 


: m6 ae . 


The temporary . symbols are used to further conceal the dentty of. 
“the informants. 


~d 


Hy 


pos 
iy 


a 


Fae eS 


~ed by SARAH RASKIN, who requested that he speak at the "Palestine 


DEe LASS T FIGATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM +, fa? 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ‘WHE matte DECLASSIFICATION cuIDE “:% . 
“oe -94-z010 & : 
_ Office Meme aman ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNME. - 
TO : DIRECTOR, FB. ‘pare: August 12, 1946 
re FROM : SAG, NEW HAVEN 
4 Oe t 
SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was. RUTH roxanne Yetansmen, > Was 


INTERNAL SECURITY - uU INTERNAL SECURITY -~ ¢ 98 Arey 
Bureau File 100-80068 Bureau file 100-13225 


; \ 
Personal and condMential ee 
: 2 CONF. INET, 


Wr 


The following information was obtained from informant | GNHT=38-, 
during the period July 1 through July 31, 1946. ° 


Informant apvieed on July 10, 1946 that the Subject was contact- 
Rally" to beheld in New York Vity. subject declined this in- 
vitation advising that he did not feel qualified for it. , RASKIN 
advised RICHARD BRANSTEN that she expected to have a lot of calls 
for speeches for him during the election campaign. — t, a 
rF See ane 


seamed Oy 


On July 10, 1946 Mrs. KNOLL, a new resident in Westport, Bae ae 
cut contacted HICHARD BRANSTEN and offered to do volunteer work 
for him in connection with his work as contributing editor for the 
‘New Masses" periodical. It was explained to ‘rs. i.NOLL that 
RICHARD BRANSTEN and his wife wore no longer editors of tho "New 
Masses" periodical and it was suggested that she contact SOPHIE... 
and RICHARD) ‘BOYER of Norwalk, who were presently contributing ni - 
editors to #his ‘periodical. Py fee 


Informant advised of inquiries made by RICHARD BRANSTEN ‘to. locaté Pipe 2 


a@ persoh who might teach his wife and child and himself th e Rrench 
language. Informant advised that the BRANSTENs intended to take a 
trip in thé near future to France to gather naterial fer new stofies 
and that in connection with this liiss_JIICHELIN, oe had been 
engaged to instruct the BRANSTENS in French. her that arrange- 
ents were made for RICHARD BRANSTEN to have a passport photogra:h 
eonene oe ; 


active CP worker in Norwalk, Connecticut, re ate RICHARD BRANSTEN 
to be present at a meeting of the Executive Board of the Workers! |. 
Branch of the CP at Norwalk, but that Subject declined stating thatiG . 
he was not a member of the Executive Board and therefore coul , 


attend. - é Qi 
ae ST addfge 
soos avconed 90 eo lM F 
LOL-LA tf Ge a Wy iy eit 
RGS:ma - sue 3 a “AUG 9s ; z| p\s yes 


i é 
. 3 o> ras 
Me é \ vA Ae i 


y Sti < 


sentiments, like raisin in an uncooked pudding. 


a, 
ey “306 

B a 
relationships and business methedse"9 The Department of | 


me 
Commered, would helpe the Secrétary's most argent desire was to 
serve American producers. : 
* 
’ With the reorganization of his department wéll in 


hand, Hoover published a short book outling his philosopty,. 


No matter how personal the opinions, he impl1i8d kts that tite 


outlook could profitably be studied, By his countrymen as an 
ethical and moral guide. Haa Hoover's: American Tndtviduelien — 


tr, 


been offered merely ag a eontribution to cultures it would a 


hardly merit extended comment e Hoover’ Writing had no improved! 


“~ 


his exposition was dreary, a Miigsy coxlection of banalities so 
dear to a congeryative who felt impezled to collect his 


precepts for the édification of his fyiion mane The extended ec 


- essay provigied unfortura te evidence eh eoren® superficial 


understandiiig of, history. | The nook was studded with oe a 


et > 
But Hoover believed in his soloctie hodge=podge 


of platitudes. In American Tnaidi-vueltsm he wordily spekled 
out the direction and intent of his public actions. While the, 
Book itself was, 80 pedestrian, that few possessed the necessary - 


atemina td road it through, no statement during the Golden 
governing 


Decade: more’ avetully set ‘forth the precepts gmmaxmmamnk the 


"best mings" s, at long last, the prophets of undying prosperity, 
among whém Hodver teok an exalted place, finally sloughed off 
the liberal spadieuona eed remembered kyx from the days of 
the nation syouthe They exordised the remnanta of Jefferson's 
humanism, the eighteenth century remanticism that men are xmemti 


ereated equal» In the new "age of reason" following the first 


“world war, the accepted measure of values was the simple 


pragmatic tast "Does it work?" There was no patience with | 


te8 


S07= 
subtleties, when a convenient rule af thuub served vettere 


the proof of virtue was effectiveness -- the goal was 


prosperity, greater and greater prosperity, recorded in profits, 

Success cold be accurately appraised by the size of an 

_ individual's bank aecounts social usefulness could be gauged by 
| "ss the individual's standing in the world of finance and industiys 


Science became the servant of rationalized productions culture 


was the handmaiden of commerce, the booster of sales, the 

‘popularizer of the gadget, the interproter of the american era 

which by bestowing the largesse of inside plumbing, radlos, 

auto: obiles, refrizeritors, and vaeuua cleaners, would soon ree 

make the world in its ow images 

As Hoover explained, the war left behind a chaos | | 
—————-pf ideas <- "Grext-theories spin-by-dvsamers.to remedy the 


‘pressing himan ills have come to the front of men's mindset 


“ey _ 


a 


seamntetnemestnete eae tad = 


a Fp sscal eur detets Y ae cans 
/ every six Americans reported an annual dncone above “$1560 . 


_, their reign & 


a : -31L< 5 
elite, and seemed to keep the rest of a people in a docile 
ff ame of mind. His reality never conformed to the paradise hé 
pictured. The majority of people , pmax for all the | 
reassurances of American, Thdividualism, did not participate in 
the “all-embracing" prosperitye On percent of the population 
owned half of all income-yielding wealth, half of the nationts 
total wealth, four-fifths of the nation,s liquid wealth’ “Bt ghty- 
seven percent of the pecple, sai. the Federal trade Commission, 
wealth et 
divided ten ercent of the nation!s mgakkk between theme 
Approximately .2 of one percent of all vorporations collected 


2 


seventy percent of the aggregate net corparate income» The 
standard 

wmhxdemd of living of twenty-eight million font les setextins 
ahkonnknem it was pointed-out by the Bureau of Labor Staistics, 
did not mmm equal "a minimum standard of health and amemmg..~ 


decencye" In the mi dle of the fabylous Twenties, only one of 


piesa aaa ' we tee nn ee 


single, $2000 if marviea.4? . - . 
Hoover’ 8 theory, which SueHe roped the brugal form 
of dog eat dog, aia not change the ai eproportions of en Gorden 
Vecades - But he had confidence that with time, the facts would +, 
rearrange themaslves, if the nab. on hag the widsom ve pavtoneg, 
not to tamper with, American individualism Ho man in the Twente 


more consistently abided by the axioms of rere Indi viauatifin 


than the author, foswk patron-saint with Mellon and Cool sage. of 
the éternal »rosperity. + 
eS . ad 
“fo the discomfort of the Harding administration, 
the congress ional, Old Quard failed to exploit the 1920 election 


victory to the Le Those Senntors who had longingly anticipate 
BRS 
the millenium o®wWey 


ines 
fg Coporture from the White -ouse, found 


ran 
§ 
ag 
‘ as 
w 
2 
» 


i bet x eee a aes 
bat ctl ; . ; : ast 4 2 ate @ ee “a 
‘ BE, American prosperity; lest. the nation no. », Longer be goneiea | 


ar : by, the @ergeous raiment of the géiden Decade ana instead ad is 
poresive the nakedness of. imperialiat exploitation. a . 
- "ghe;? ‘President was to Iiteral. minded. #0. ‘beasok the 


= 
4 


4 


a age in. the: trappings: “Of: ‘AdedTione: Coolidge Pojeioed-An: the. ag neon 


1 ay 
profiteertag of monopor ys ,\ what nd ner. ‘function: gould ‘goveranhat 
_ aspire ‘@ than seiving. ns woalthyt\ As a a professional ‘poLtyygtan 
he ‘discharged his. dev. te these who. hea’ ‘plaged him in office: wae 4 


a oe - : Vet Re anntad boo 
a V3 ‘pozout that, he, COME OR ELBE OR Qo. ovgltgations Tams, the’ oan 


Andrew Mellon \Wwas“voue LoS fe a 
mh eonaeae a a [aE * orSiemeaases a 
BS ep had only one » ‘thought, Sod 66: ald, thee Be te 
substantial mtockholders of the ‘United States Incorporated lor 


which: he toe: was 2 ooribiderable: ‘gnvestor)., THe ‘other Cainet 
iss ‘mexibebs were political hacks; szeent ‘Frank Kertegs, who hha oe 
ie i a a a on was cpa Send ee 


insite ee 
the unberigus oubrare a ‘eatoox’ e dipiemahen a2 ae Tene sone ey nae 


3 os ce, | Hoover!’ ‘Bs tnoighbvwmx-want Aoepere 


London. years » he had freamnea ' ‘the! danger oF: te ma 


‘placing. tee. great stress on. thie’ ‘Realities, 2. a s prectt-naking 
systeme The. business of. Ameria, might. be. ‘business, as soos 


} 
? 
4 
i 


. ‘bluntly remarkeay: 4b. was: prefevabls,. however," ‘te. winmhuccbaw. 
enphasize: the. ‘contributions to! civilization! re oeoecen f i. ie ; 


- 7 4 
3 can 

| 

1 


“American maxes, enterprise, By. Ste. mastery: of epplied: 


.seenes, ths Tatted. States had; ‘freed’ ueaele. from. the "puteit ties. 
of ‘backnand, _pnachantaed. Buropse: ‘THe: virile. Tew: Worla with ‘tte | 


} 


comfort, ease, cen ia la was prosperity. pecame ‘the, gLbidel 


* . 
s rae i yo, as 


of. modern: cultures ae e: . - “ied . “os 2 as 


renewed. There were. elenye detractors. 1 and 1 maleontents’ 


i; : . 
? + aa : ‘ ny 
ay ae 3 en pti ies tole : we Tee s rd eu “ “agit -. ant rede 


=-S60« ee 


SE | rarscatl le , ae : 
lane -a-qrevyote-aliajates encsuobun basked in the sun of «ze 


‘boon, CRISPS “CHEMISE vOS 
' The reality of the Twenties was: the enormous 


profits ef the very few. The iliusien was that the averags 


man aia average intelligense in some way shared the richese 


 e re Hoover did muoh to provide the ratienalé. Galvin 


Gooatage was. at best a rural clom in high effice, never the | 
nation s leader. The Beston Coolidges rele impelled te announce 


’ that un whereas the Fyesident bere their illustrions namo, 


he could boast no further tie by. plood, background, or upbringinj 
with his aristocratic betters. The previneial in the White 
House was pena bras erates For = he dismissed the 

Eg grr 


> 


. money,*é in ee 


-562< 
ef the export ef capitel, ef immense profits, ef speculation 
eynici sn; 

‘ and sr in the ere ef American imperialist determination 
te ccigdamre a preeminent positien in the markets of every 
continent at the expense of all rivals, particularly at the 
expense of Gre&t Britain -- in this era ef the Coolidge Boon, 
Hoover draped the United States in the cleak of moralitye 


Me helped convince sha his countrymen that 


m~ , wat selfishness 


and arregance, the resort to force, the politics ef greed, 


oS, the violations ef democracy 
expressed a- ees of PUTPOSC, an uashaneeen? devotion te - 
' pPighteousnesse — 
 * 
Hoover's authoritative analyses ef-Amengver 
proved that the nation's standard 


we ere ene 


of ere oe was oo ana waate contin: to tices (tn < 5 2eL5, 


he satambt announced; -ithore=wes ‘practically no unemployment 

ina distressing sense, the midsummer decrease in activity 

showing itself to a considerable extent in part-time work."™° 
Manufacturing output, he stated, had increased by sixty peréent 
ever 1914; wages were higher by twenty-five percent. In Noveuber, 
1925, he called attentien to “one ef the most astonishing 

. transformaticns in econemic histery,"= == wages were rising 

_while wholesale prices fell. In March 1926, he declared "There 
is no unemployment except that oc¢as#ionally ee. to seasonal 
effects."©* In Jamary 1927, he uareresicse ‘bine’ ‘the new year 
prowbred “a jeo in prospect for most everybody, with the whole 
natien better fed, better housed, Rm and better clothed than 

.any ether natione"®5 


Here suuctdaseeaa sie were the proofs ef: 
prosperity. But oom lamentably, the proofs did not withstend 


x alee 


af 
“2 


~S64~ 


farms suffered umemployment and. very low wages. All the 
4 


poor @id not beceme poorer, but em 
their status, while the very rich have becone far richer than 


a minority have impreved 


ever pefore."°8 In 1928, Hoover everlceked the fact that 
two-thirds of the population aid not receive $770 per capita 
anmally, and that 4,000,000 satiate lacked jebs.2# 58 

| Eis figures concealed the truths Even so, = 
statistios could accurately mirrer the realities of American 
rife during the great. presperstye The Department ef 
Agriculéure admitted that "Income for agriculture Has not in 
any year ‘since the b vs 4 write decline ef 1920 sufficed te allew 
both a commercial return on capital and adequate rewarde fer 
the farmers! lebor, risk, and management ."4 While Hoover 
rented gainst the proposed Mofarys" “angen legislation which 
pampennix would provide subsidies for agricultural — 
“Yana Widues Skranik berev- ‘thio -depnesaed” vakaativns~of if 
(already $18 willion lower than land values in 1920), Suapxhuht 


. Small lendholders were unable to meet mortgage payments. “n 


the day Hoover announced that agricultural conditions had 


improved, Senator Brookhart of Iewa answered that “Americefis 


much-vaunted prosperity means sheriff sales for the farmers. ** 


Yet Hoover peddled his preefs that prosp rity 
was all-embracing -- to the gratification ef Coolidge and 
particularly of the men of talent and wealth whom the 


wenprewems Prosperity filled the reads with automobiles and 
the newspayers with hyperboles.e Money was plentiful, and xbs, 
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3 dies ee FORM NO. 64 . é . ; Sg ; 
Office Memorandum ¢- UNITED, STATES GOVERNMENT - 
_ TO * Director, FBI DATE: 9/6/16 
9 fim0m * SAC, New Haven - see 
~ Cc 
SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was. . 
INTERNAL SECURITY (GC) : : 
NM Bureau File 100-80068 S8495 7 


Enclosed please find miscellaneous pages of a manuscript ~ 
, being prepared by the subject in his biography of Herbert 
Pa floover. ae 
: This material has been furnished ere eee 
CWP-1_ who maintains a trash cover on thé subject's residence at ‘ 
Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut and is being forwarded 
for your information. 
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SUBJECT: 


A granscript of the conversation between 

KST) and RICHART BRANSTEN on 
herewith for the Bureau! 
tained therein pertainin 


The Bureaut 
transcript. 
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DATE September 20, 1946 


no] a 
81s ._ “HELLO RICHARD. 

RICHARD: ‘Hello, who is this?" : 

SI; wSri, 

RICHARD: "Hello SI! 

SIs: - "0,K., how are you?! . 

“RICHARD: "FINE, I rang you up last night but you were not home.! : 

ST; "I was in IMORE,MD., we had a conference. : 

RICHARD: " Oh- I couldn't get anybody so 1 was going to, maybe, give you a 

ring tonight.! ‘ 

SI; "I see; well what's been happening with you?! 

RICHARD; "Nothing heppened with me~just what happenéd in the newspapers. 

SI; " I mean, you weren't called into the CONTROL COMMISSION yet?" 

RICHARD; "On no , they wonT E-GRLL-HesaT dente Tidak they have any intention 
of giving me a trial. = 

SI; WOH well I don't know but I'll tell you what has happened here." 

RICHARD: "Yush - - 

St: "They called me in.! 

RICHARD: 'Yusit ; . 

SI: "They wented me to sever relations yith you as I told you-and I ob- 
qgecied to this because I claimed that the document was an ope docu- 
men intention of the document was that it be publis in 

_ our g ceforth it was onen to discussion. Inasmuch as that 
was the intent of the document it was for the PARTY, é 

RICHARD: "YES" : ie 38 

St: ‘end. thet you more onlees_emressed an intent end a desire tocome 
Yack into—the-party end the only_vay_you_cowld do th 0 this so fer is. 

. through your writing an ted to establish your writing as 
a prof of your interest In.theoxgmizetions! 

RICHARD: "Ys! 

St: " Well anyway they started banging avay at me for not having , for 
not having displayed the document and since I insisted that Bete 
the document first.! ; t 

RICHARD: UYHSt 
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Transcript of conversation between SI (SEYMOUR BAKST ?) 
end RICHARD BRANSTEN on ONHI-Z8 at 6:57 PM., Sept. 16, 1946. 
RECORDS NUMBER B 440 = cut 5. 

B 419 = cut le 
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CONVERSATION between SI (SEYMOUR BAKST?) end RICHARD 
BRANSTEM on CNHT 38 --9/16/46 6:57 PM. Continued: ‘CMH 


aad 


"But the point was that I was still carrying on my work and nothing 
done by the Organization had disturbed me. Well I was upheld prac- 
tically unanimously, !! 
‘Wonderful. !! 


W So what happenéd was that riook it ium ai the State Conference 
Yesterday, ey had the conference to discuss work in relation to wo 


e final report.! 78 
"So I got up to speak on WALLACE and after I got through the CoO. 2 > 
asked mea direct question which had no relation to the discussion. ovr ” 
He says : 'Well why did it take you so long to the document.? 

So we had an open discussion on the floor and they upheld me there 
too." i 

"Oh wonderful, !! . 

"There is no chance of my expulsion; I'm not worried about that any~ 
mores The thing I am worried about is you, but in as much as the 
President of the PARTY down herein WASHINGION took a much healthier 


position than most of them I showed him your letter this moming,!! 
fiypett 


'The one ‘that you, submitted to the CONTROL COMMISSION." 
t Yaar oars eh le ABE RNAI TAL POOR ra eae eg CET TENTION! 
tAnd I didn't want thet until the end. I just wanted to have 


the discussion on the basis of the situation remaining 'status quo!= 
that is you were expelled and let's take it from there. 

So he was very muh imore it and he wants me to g0., Uo and see 
the guys in the NATIONAL OFFICE." Now they are trying a tricty little 
gag here. What they are trying to do—they say ' 0.K.....inesimch as 


ST peer 


he has been expelled 0 iLL in will you submit the ot 


RICHARD: 
SI: 


RICHARD: 


SIs 


"T said of curse . They replied ' Well we feel that according to 
the facts the book must. have an, enti-party line,"! 

What is that? : 
"Yould he be willing to submit the book for the PARTY'S approval when 
itis” completed: comm eted? manent ; seimeitieeiaieaetenma, — — a 

‘UL said tyould have to ask RICHARD." 

"Yes I will_on one condition: that they publish i: the DAILY WORKER 
2 retraction of the deliberate lies. They have lied-you saw the 
charges against me, they are lies. Wow I expect an apology for lies 
end a cleaning up of that, that's the first. The second thing I want 
is thet they should hear meat the NATIONAL COMTTE=soTEroy the. 
TRIAL COMILSSION and that the COMMISSION explain to me why they have 
to-Sublicly, before they have tried me, announce this; which is 


absolutely undisciplined and secondly whey they have to lie about me.! 
Welt ; 


» 


ox 


~~ 


RICHARD: 


RICHARD: 


STI: 
RICHARD: 


81; 
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RICHARD; 
SIs 
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SI; 
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CONVERSESION between SI (SEYMOUR BAKST?) and RICHARD 


BRANSTEY on ONHT 38 --9/16/46 6:57 PM. Continued: GME 
=o 

Wow I don't see why I should submit my book to them. fhy?, because 

one or bio bhi will happen. Hither they will change the book to 

suit them and their line is incorrect, they are notr STS. ‘That's 


one of the things I have object to-~and I couldn't accept it and 
actually you couldn't-~or they will --and then I will publish end they 
will attack the book; or they will take the book and accept 2% and 
Let me = ahead and then attack it-emyar Now they have ayywey. Now they have done that to 
RUTH ‘and I mst deal with principled people." : 

Wow I cannot sit by and be lied about. You saw the DAILY WORKER," . 
"Of course." , 

ifvery single word in that thing was a Hehe the BIT @ and they knew it, ' 


Now what sort of people am I dealing with? These people are criminal. 


A777 o he 


f 
je 


They ere hetray AMERTOAN WORKING CLASS because they haven't got 
even the guts to tell the truth about anything.! 

Yes, but remember that if you go to the CONTROL COMMISSION with that 
approach they are going to kick you out! 

WWHAT is that?l 

"If. you go to the CONTROL COMMISSION with that approach they are going 
to kick you out.! 


lfhisten they are not soing to keep me in SI , lets' not be niave. They 
hea 3 : 


'T'm not even sure they will take you.in but I saw the re-action of 
BOB STEELE (PH) and BILL , the District organizers. 


s ba ener vn ee 6 ~ 
WWell--if they want to call; I have applied for being heard at the 
NATIONAL CONTROL COMMISSION. I'm not go r=) shing until I 


am heard. " : 

That's right.! 

Wow the WORLD THLEGRAM carrys a statement by us this evening, part 
of it, so you can see the position we take.'! 

"THE WORLD TELEGRAM ? PEGLER had an article on you.!! 

NPEGLERT! : , 

Yes, tl 

"In where?! - : 

! I didnt+ see it but they tell me it was.in the TIMES HERALD", 
WAGES (HHIf you can get a copy send it to me.! 

WOK x * 

" But what I want to say is this. You kmow I beleive in nothing so 
much as the PARTY. However, I cannot beleive that this PARTY is bene- 
fited by liars,!! 


: 


o 


e 


~ 


- 


RICHARD: 
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CONVERSATION between SI __ (SEYMOUR BAKST?) and RICHARD 
BRANSTEN on CNHT~Z8 ~--9/16/46 6:57 PM, Continued: GME 


=4- 


é 


"Now I am willing to make a principled fi fight and that is ail,. 


Sod Seite Soin to_neke: but Twill not commit my book to 
the scrutiny of people who heave outri cht lies; wha.do not give a 
HorsHGdoe about anything decent in this world; who hate the revolu- 
tion; +£h0 haté the working class; who hate human beings because they 
are liars and because oo are dishdnest.!! 

"But Look RICHARD! 

What? 

"Here is the thing, I don't mow what the situation is with you right 
now. Whéésher there is any additional action that they are going to 
take." "I beleive that the COMMISSION is going to make a statement 
because of the fact that you made a statement to the press and beeaise 
of the fact you reqested that they review the case.!! 

: "What 3 

"Becauge you-requested they are going bse Tae oe the case and the 
COMMISSION is going to make a statement. 

: 'I mow the statement you will ara: Zt in the editorial of the eate 
WORKER. You wait for it.!! 

"0,E.. Now what I think you ought “46 do is sit tight ad not aiuedee 
it with them because I know that what happened yesterday is going up 
to the NATIONAL OFFICE, in what way I do no OWe 

"You see SI there is one thing that people don't seem to think is_ 
important and that is that people down therethat resd my renort, read 
the lies in the DAS Rendwney think that is 0.K, Now do you 
think that: people like thas ‘can save the AMERICAN WORKING CLASS; are 


. they going to do anything decent in this world," 


‘Well ‘then, what proposals do you have?! 


: 'I have no proposal. All Ido is to say I will keep quiet and thats! 


that. They kick me out, they kick me out. I am a COMMUNIST, someda 
there yill_ be a COMMUNIST PARTY. I will be a member Of the COMMUNIST 
PARTY. I om an_a COMINTST, they can't make me not a COMMUNIST, I 

fQook RICHARD I want to be over to see you anyway this week-whe is 


: the most convienient time for me to come down there?! 


livell is BRAZILLA (PH) around?! 


: UT think you won't be efen able to touch BRAZILLA,# tT 


haven't even bothered Ao finish negotiations with him. What happen~ 
ed is that he is givyng me the run around, I've called him every 
day for almost thrgé weeks. He is not in so finally I resolved it 
by telling the givl I'd like to write to him and would she be able 
to forward the létter to him and she sai@ she would. ! 


\ 


CONVERSATION between SI (SEYMOUR BAKST ?) and RICHARD 
BRANSTET on CNHTI+38 9/16/46 6:57 PM. Continued: GUH 


25s 


'That was last week. Then your expulsion came out in the press. 
ae wouldn't oven teuch—you, you know u 

"Are you sure of that 7?" 

Well we cam go down and find out but I'm po sitive he won't touch 
goMs i" 

: "ALL vight then he won! t touch me. Tell him he should send back the 


manuscript then. 
WATT right, well I have to be in NEW YORK !! 


: "LT vant BRAZILLA (PH) to see if he thinks its' an 
ANTI-PARTY tthat!s oa 


Well I don't + ts to commit himself on that be- 
ise donth think politioalig- het 


: "Listen, 1 went you to try to wangle out of him a statement in some feem 


riting + ni a par ne, you know al If 


If I get tha somed.a begin 
fussing around. i 


"ZI see. 't 

: "I'm not se honest either. You know I don't think you can fight fire 
by making faces, and I really and truly am disgusted. I think that 
I have been treated and RUTH has been treated in the most shameful 
possible way end nobody: seems to care about the integrity of human 
Deings involved. That doesn't make any difference. 

"IT want to ask you something. Mabe its! something you dught to 
think about. Were you involved in the WOFSY (PH) ! 


: "Absolutely not I wasn't even in the State." 


"The reason I ask you because maybe ae was one of the reasons 

they did thet kind of a jobd on you." 
WZ wasn't here I didn't even know enoat it. Iwas in WASHINGTON, D.C, 
ane I mever even consulted with anybody. I didnt t know about it 


until we read it in the paper.! 


RICHARD: 


"Now I sat there and I heard them say things about me that were not 
_true and nobody felt that this was wrong. Any *#'#%"$$$ , people 
I hadn't met got up and testified against me on what I had done 
which they didn't know. ‘That I had lied, that I refused to have 
stuff in my house, that I had deserted the PARTY, that I was ANTI- 
PARTY for five years, this, that and the other. Should I llook to 
these people?" 
No, certainly not. I think we both agree on what elements are in 
ED AN TICES OM: ee A ge ea ee 


the organization and what the future has.! 
WWell what about these people in “WASHII 


ahmy report and 


MPR and didn't raise "HOLY HELL". they arent+ 
hey Up in NEY YORK and saying “saving tihat! s the idea of lying! @ 


WHats the matter with then? Haven't they any guts, any decency; 
they are great heroes for the | barricades but they haven't got any 


vv 


RICHARD: 


SI: 
RICHARD: 

|st: 
RICHARD: 

SIs 


RICHARD: 
Si: 


RICHARD: 


é 


CONVERSATION between SI 


BRANSTEN on CNHT=38 
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(SEYMOUR BAKST?) and RICHARD CME 


9/16/46 6:57 PM. Continued: 


"decenzgy about them and they don't give a good dog damn what 

happens to this organization." I'm finsihed with then. Let then 

All right I threw down the gauntlet and I wasn't wrong. 

Ny pOlitical position is correct and at least they could have dis- 

cussed it. These #$i$i5 #4/% H246# down there say 'oh it sounds 

ANTI-PARTY let em lie about this suy, let em lie about DARCY and let 
him out; Let em lie about anybody." 

"One other thing RICHARD. Have you been sending that DOCUMENT 


fight. 


en 


'Certa . 


arovad the Country?! SE 
“iI~sent it to eve PARTY in the WORLD except the 
SOV. pu 


“ Steedats CHRIST." 
Well, why not?" 


"Well the point is that in_the discussion Hesterday they gave the 


indication that th 
Well I don! 


"I know.e. 


me the DOCUMENT beac e 


NT sent you; t 


faction cohsists of RUTH and myself. If 


e.only place they knew of it was in WA oft 
wuld tell them where it has gone! 


I didn't . I presented it on. the basis that you sent 


ov were submitting it." : 
hat's all you know about it.--and I didn't 
send it to you as a factional business. I am in no faction. Our 


DIMITRO (PH) 


that factional all right then I'm factional. ““—"~ 


I didn't send it to anybody who can be called factional. If they 


call 


FOOREZ (PH) . 


They are not going to support me , fT 


know that but they should know, someday, someday. 
"look RICHARDwhat do you think, I ought to meet with you this week?! 
" Well if you would like to come up I'd like to see you. : 
up to the NATIONAL OFFICE anyway." - 


WALL right then co 


NAL] wigat thon -Gomenug heres Soo-te 
ip here. See OFFICE first." 


"'Yes I have to be there first." 
WALL right." 

What they will pro 
proceeded in the Club or the DISTRICT. # 

"Well SI, I think that you should do what you think is correct. You 
know I trust whatever you do, On the other handI'll tell you per- 


fectly honestly. 


t 


a ob on me. because they haven't 


A lie is a lbe and I can see no’ excuse.!! 


"0h , there is no doubt about ite! 

"Well they did it on, now I'm going to be bebated because PHGLER picks 
What the hell do these guys expect. I wouldn't have said 
anything, § 
said there was a stifling of Writers in the PARTY.'! 
Well-of course PEGLER would say that. So would the HERALD TRIBUNE. 


it UpPe 


IPE 


"Sure. !! 


“Is that what they said?! 


~ 


~ 


SIs 


RICHARD; 


RICHARD: 
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CONVERSATION between SI (SEYMOUR BAKST ?) and RICHARD 
BRANSTEN on CNHT-28 9/16/46 6:57 PM. Continued. 


= 


wf 


"Z haven't seen the article. I'1l get a copy of it and see what 

it says. 't 

"All right. Let me see it if you get it. And anyway good luck to 
you and don't, I'm not making deals again. I'm finished making deals 
with people who “are“dishonest. I canTt do it. ey've lied ahonkx 
to méSéverar-times and now they are lying about me. [can see no 


pases that I should gs < to them. They would mis-represent 
e book, aa 


T have no control." ty 2) 
itn discuss that with you when I see yous me 


Weg — 
"I think for the time being what has been Mappenin’ is a pretty good 
indication that there are some good peop#e left because you were con 
demned yesterday at the meeting. ‘he DLO. (7} in his speech spoke 
of the MINTON'S and the MCKENNEY'S. 0 a couple of.people got up 
after I had spoken and said 'Well there might be something on their 
side, we don't know enough about the case.! # 

"After the DAILY gets finished with me -- listen the NATIONAL. cONPROL 
COMMISSION said lone ago before they heard anything "By 6 fod.uen Li txy 
you and then we'll kick you out! 

I'm alittle tired of this attitude. I'm tired of people coming up 
here and telling me I'm a son of a Z&t! (%. ; 

I'm tired of them lying. 


Now WILLIAM Z. HOSTER was able to stay in the PARTY only be because h he 
didn't have the @utis todo uzining-abont ois own own politigal convic~ 
tion se 


I'm not willing to stay in that ways WILELAM 2. 2OSTER is now a 
captive of these boys , that is my own opinion, And who the HELL 


- is playing this game. What kind of people are these with their 


STATE COMMITTEE'S and everything else.'! 
"But being outside the PARTY you won't be able to do a G838 D 


, things if 


: "I didn't get outside of it, they Hicked me out and now they are ly- 


: ing about it. Who is destroving the organization? Who _wants to 


"Sl ae people out? Who proclaims to the WORLD thatthe organization 
is weaker than ever before?! 

"'O.K. I agree with these things but your éxpul sion doesn't make 
you an effective person because even the good people are going to 


shy avay from you on the basis of the situation. ! 


RICHARD; " Of course they will. ALl right but I can't do any thing." " 


"You must stay within the organization end fight," 
"TY can't stay in because they won't have Me. !! 
"Well Idon't think you have completed your fight yet.! 


WALL right. I'm sitting here. I haven't done anything, "! 


°° 


GME 
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CONVERSATION between $I (SEYMOUR BAKST ?) and RICHARD 


BRANSTEN on CNHT-28 9/16/46 6:57 PM. Continued. 
= Que 


"T thought I was going to be expelled.} 

"I think you are going to be expelled SI.! 

"You think”so ft t——————____—+—— 

NT know ite! , 

NTGon't think so! 

"Well allright. I hope your right. We'll wait until you see the 
NATIGNAL OFVICH," 

HOR : 

"Listen, this is not a personal matter between us. On the other 
hand I mst say that I cannot make any deals about their looking at 


this is sheer rote ‘Who et see my book, a DENNIS--list 

I vaxt Soiebady. that oan reel ant atte te Te Eee 
really hates HOOVER. ‘hat I must ube convinced stout. All right. 
Now tell the telephone operator to charge ell the rest of this call 
to me. Will you?ll 

"Don't worry about it. OK. I'11 see you RICHARD, 

"All right. Let me kmow when you can come this week. It will be 
svell anytime. 

WALL right.! 

'Goodbye SI,! 


GME 
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SSEDWARDS_ in which they discussed the prepara preparation “of a resolution * 
by the subject and his wife, RUTHMC KENNEY, which criticizes 
the leadership of the Communist Party. 


Enclosed herewith are two copies of this resolution which was 
furnished ew Haven Field Division by Confidential 
Informant whose identity is knowm to the Bureau. Your 
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A REPORT ON THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE 


MEETING, COMMUNIST PARTY, U.S.A. 


The Norwalk Branch of the Commmist Party, at its regular 
meeting, July 31, 1946, adopted a resolution directing that a 
report on the National Committee Meeting, Comnmumist Party, be 
submitted to the next meeting. The following document was prepared 
as an assignment from the Norwalk Branch, Communist Party; and this 
report on the National Committee Meeting, Communist Party, UeSehes 
held July 16-18, 1946, in New York City, is hereby respectfully 
submitted, as directed by the resolution described above, to the 
members of the Norwalk Branch at the meeting of August 13, 1946, 
for their consideration and action. 

JOBE 

Comrades: Before I begin this report, which is the joint work 
of Comrade Ruth McKenney and myself, I would like to tell you that 
in the twelve years Ruth and I have been members of the Communist 
Party, we have never had a heavier task than the assignment I. 
accepted at our last meeting. Indeed, I make this report tonight 
only because I have learned that it is the first duty of a member 
of the Commmist Party to speak out the truth, when the truth is 
fetgotten. . 

& year and three months ago, when Ruth and I first read the 
statement by Comrade Jacques Duclos on the American Communist movement, 


we felt bitter shame. It was not enough to say that the leaders of the 


a be via 
roe sob =f PD 
“Ereesuis JY ~ & GG & & 


American Party had betrayed our trust; it was not enough to recognize 


the special responsibility of those comrades whom we, with the other 
members of the Communist Party, had chosen to organize and direct the 
fight for and of the American working class. As Ruth and I read the 
Duclos document, we knew that we had also been guilty. Long before 
Comrade Duclos spoke out, we had come to hate and despise the Browder 
policy of liquidation and treachery. But I had voted for the original 
Browder proposal to destroy the Party when this proposal was first made 
by the- National Committees a few months later I was forced to understand 
the facts of this opportunism. Comrade McKemney did not vote to wreck the 
Communist Party; from the beginning, she was opposed to the Browder betrayal. 
But neither of us spoke oute We thought discipline required us to be 
Silent. When we read the Duclos statement, we knew we had been wrong-~ 
terribly wrong. 

From the past we learned a profound lesson: As Communists_me 
must guard the Party and fight for the Party. Comrade Stalin put this 


pane, MOET IN 


truth strongly: , 


ME A 


"The history of the Party teaches us, first of all, that the 
victory of the proletarian revolution, the victory of the 


dictatorship of the proletariat, is impossible without a 


arene 66 yee ee 


revolutionary party of the proletariat, a party free from 
_™ x OM Seg AERT ag Mat On em Te, Ve ne eee Bar gor ern neh eableaaer aa see eo ry 


opportunism, irreconcilable toward compromisers and capitulators, 
and revolutionary in its attitudes toward the bourgeoisie and 


its state power. The history of the Party teaches us that to 
ipa teeste Be ee et ea eee ee . 


ed ee 


leave the proletariat without such a Party means to leave it 
mesessneeeti et THOS soa “Ene ae he ee eee See ome SPOS RTT BO ba Oe Ue, Bear A SES Ls 


fences 
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without revolutionary leadership; and to leave. it whthout 


revolutionary leadership means to ruin the cause of the 


SRS IEE TN BLT LORETTA IEE DT ONE EE AES EG tacHt te pee 


proletarian revolution." (1) 


eae oy wees 


OnLy one conclusion could be drawn from the past experience of 
our Party; As Communists, we must never again sit by and allow correct 
theory to be obscured or cancelled by mistaken or misguided programs. As 


Communists, if we saw this happening,* we must not keep silent. 


We shail consider the decisions of the National Committee in the 
following order: . 

Ie The general report on "Four Vital Political Tasks." We find 
this report to be theoretically inadequate and immensely dangerous to our 

Party and the American working class. 

. II. The report, "The Crucial 1946 Congressional Elections" by 
the newly elected. general secretary of the Communist Party, Comrade Eugene 
Dennis. We find this report filled with contradictions, The language is 
so involved, the statements made are so obscure and so tages in precision, 
that the document has almost no meaning. The effect of Comrade Dennis! 
report is to spread and deepen reformist illusions; to confuse honest members 
of the Commmist Party who read it; to prevent the Communist Party from 
‘taking action at this critical hour against the ‘ooo of the working class, 
the imperialist and the war-maker. | 

ITI. The election of Comrade Dennis as general secretary without 
the membership of the party being given an opportunity to discuss this 


important decision-except after the facte 


a Fs 
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Iv. The violation of Commmist theory and practice by the 


National Committee of the Commmist Party. 


Ie ss 
The swmmary of the program of action signed by Comrade Willian 


Ze Foster, and the theoretical content of this report, cover questions vital 
to the American working class. 

The report, approved by the National Committee, states: 

'The most important of all questions is the fight to 

maintain world peace! (2) 

The report speaks also of: 

",,the preservation 6f world peace." (3) 

This formulation is inaccurate. It speaks of the fight to maintain 
world peace-~ when there is no peace.. Today, there is war in China, although 
the National Committee does not mention this fact in its published reports 
or in its summary of National Committee discussions, Nor is this war a 
tragedy for the Chinese people alone. War in China is waged with American 
arms and American troops. Yet the National Committee does not even speak 
of China in its published sumary of discussions. ; 

To talk lightheartedly of the fight to maintain peace while our 
own imperialism (the greatest, the most powerful imperialism to survive 
the surrender of Germany and Japan) makes war at this moment in the Orient, is to 
be dangerously misleading--ppportunist. The American Communist leadership 
assumes that peace is real, and therefore our task is to preserve this peace. 


But peace is not real. American imperialism makes war now. American troops, 


American equipment, American money slaughter Chinese workers and attempt to 
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crush the peoples! government of North China. Perhaps the National 

Committee considers it irrelevant to argue that, as Communists, we 

in this country should have compassion for the sufferings of millions of 
exploited people, or to believe that the hearts of iaraGan Comminists should 
ache for the Communist Red Army and our Chinese comrades. The National 
Committee finds neither time nor space for such compassion in its reports. 

But even if the present leaders of the American Communist Party feel no 

sorrow for our brothers in China, we must still argue that the Chinese war must 
not be forgotten—- not if the American Communist Party is to resist fascism 

in America and prevent World War ITI. . 

The Chinese war is-no accident of history. It is the deliberate 
action of American imperialism which plots to destroy the Chinese Communist 
Party, smash the people's government of North China, insure the dictator— 
ship over all China of the fascist Chiang-kai-Shek. American monopoly 
capitalism is determined to transform China and the Orient into a strong 
and safe base for American capitalien against the day of attack on the 
great socialist nation, the UeS.SeRs These are the purposes of the American 
war against the Chinese people. © 

In a brilliant and moving statement, Madame Sm Yat Sen, an honored 
leader of the Chinese people, appealed to the American working’ class to 
stop this criminal war, Madame Sun-pointed out that the war in China 
is dangerous to the American people who allow it to continue. The National 
Committee of the American Communist Party has exactly three words for China 
in its published "analyses!! of the world situation and the task before the 


Communist Party. 
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Only too well do American Communists remember the insistence for 
fifteen years by the Soviet Foreign Minister Litvinov that, "Peace is 
indivisible.'t Only too well do American Communists recall the lessons of the 
Spanish people's anti-fascist struggle. Yet when our owm imperialists make 
war and prepare the Third World War, we have nothing to say. 

This is not the role of the Marxist party of the working class. 

But is China the only instance of American imperialism making war 
now? At the Paris Peace Conference, Wall Street, with Secretary of State 
Byrnes as its spokesman, makes diplomatic war on the Soviet Union and on 
all democratic governments. The National Committee in its published reports 
does not even touch on the war waged by American diplomats. against the 
people of the world. 

The National Committee in its reports did not mention the new light 
shed on American imperialism by a Senate document, recently published, which 
proves the immense concentration of American monopoly capitalism. The 
Second World War, according to these official figures, enourmously accel- 
erated the concentration of capital in the United States and yielded fabulous 
super=-profits to the monopolists. American economy today has reached a 
degree of concentration never before equaled except in Germany, after 
Hitler. Such facts confront American Marxists with new theoretical problems. 
In the past, the American Communists have spoken of concentration of euecshis 
and control of American financial and industrial enterprises. But since 
1941, the Communist Party has not analyzed the realities of American imperialism 
in order to learn its compulsions, its contradictions, its directions. The 
National Committee talks glibly of "imperialism!t but it offers no analysis 


re ee 


of imperialism. Only eighteen months ago, this same leadership denied the 
fact that the United States has reached the era of moribund capitalism. Today, 
these leaders reverse their former stand, but they do not bother to define 
their position. 
Comrades: It is well to remember that Lenin insisted: 
"Without revolutionary theory, there can be no revolutionary 
movement.ee.The role of the vanguard can be fulfilled only 

by a party that is guided by the most sacancea theory." (4) 

Comrade Stalin stressed: 
"The prime task of historical science is to study and disclose 
the laws of production, the laws of deccioaent of the pro- 
ductive forces and of the relations of production, the laws of 
economic development of society..Hence, if it is not to err in 
policy, the panty of the proletariat must, both in drafting its 
program and in its practical activities proceed primarily from 
the laws of development of production, from the laws of enearaie 
development of society. (5) 

. The National Committee of the Communist Party gives no indication 
that it has studied the economic development of present day American monopoly 
capitalism. The National Committee in its report does not urge-—it does not 
even mention-—the need for the membership of the Party to study this development. 
Yet, without corteat theory, the American Communist Party is helpless, and 
deserts its role as the vanguard of the American working class, 

Again, has the American Communist Party leadership examined the 


meaning of war in this highest stage of imperialist development? 


From the published reports, the National 
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Committee gives no indication that the leadership has even considered . 
this central problem. The leadership still speaks of imperialist war as 
though war were an unusual, abnormal, out-of—the-ordinary condition of 
American capitalism, as though this were 1900. We must suggest that war 
today is the main business of American imperialism. Only in war can 
monopoly be assured of continued super-profits. Only by war did monopoly 
capitalism solve the contradictions of its moribund decline, and only by 
war can monopoly solve the contradictions that continue in a deepened, 
aggravated degree. The National Committee neglects this important question. 
This does not imply that war is inevitable at any specified moment, or 
that the working class, strongly organized and led by the Communist Party, 
cannot prevent the imperialists from realizing their schemes of war. But 
we use snstey Siet withous prope. undereencing Or of imperialist war, th the 
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American Communist Party cannot give the ne cee sary leadership to fight 
pee nr nate chines MAT et AER NEES IAI TIE TS GIRS NE IRS TENA RE TE 
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the spread of ware 

We do not have the space or time in this critique to point out the 
full implications of the relationships between American imperialism and the 
organization of the United Nations. Suffice it to remark here that the 
United Nations, dominated by the United States in agreement with the subservient 
imperialism of Great Britain, has provided the ideal cover-up for the war- 
makers, The present leadership of the American Communist Party, however, does 
not refer to the United Nations in its present reports. Without analysis, 
without scientific understanding, how can our Party hope to formulate correct 
action? Marxist theory is not an intellectual game, nor is it a philosophical 


excursion to exercise the mind. It is inseparable from action. Without 
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correct revolutionary theory there can be no correct revolutionary action. 
On the basis of the published reports, we can only reach the 


conclusion that the National Committee has small concem for Marxist theory-- 


and therefore shows no real concern for Marxist action. The suggested program 
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offered to the Party in these reports is improvisation. It dooms the American 
renner thE A ALC A ELA ETON TEE ier 


Communist Party to failure in discharging its historic tasks. 
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We now examine Comrade Dennis! report,—-~—~- 

Comrade Demis! report is so confused, so contradictory, so ace: 
that it is almost impossible to know what he is talking aboute After days of 
study, we seem to make out that he is dealing with the relative positions of 
the Republican and Democratic Parties in national politics; with labor's 
independent political role in the coming congressional elections; and with 
the problems of a Labor Party. 

We must solit out that Comrade Dennis uses terminology in his report 
without once defining these terms. He uses Browder's vocabulary without once 
separating himself from the Browder theories of class-collaboration and 
capitulation tothe class enemy. | 

For example » Comrade Dennis repeatedly refers to a Labor Party, but 
he never indicates what kind of a Labor Party: he has in-mind. Does he mean 
a Siees-coiseteus Iabor Party led by the American working class? Or does he 
perhaps mean a coalition Labor Party that jndiudes the Liberal bourgeoisie? 


Or does he mean a Tabor Party in which theworking class takes a subordinate 


position to the liberal bourgeoisie? What kind of a Labor Party? 
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Throughout his report, Dennis talks of the "camp of democracy.". 
So did Browder. What does Dennis mean by this phrase? He never tells us. 
| Throughout his report, Dennis talks of "progressives." So did 
Browder. What does Dennis mean by "progressives"? He never tells use 
Throughout his report, Dennis talks about "pro-Roosevelt forces," 
about "the pro-Roosevelt committees and activities within the Democratic Party! 
So did Browder. What does Dennis mean by these labels? He never tells use 
Does he mean the same forces that Browder discovered? At no point does 


Dennis differentiate between his position and that of the reformist, opportunist 


Browder. 
Throughout his'report, Dennis talks of the "developing third party 
movement.'t To what is he referring? He never tells us. 


The report of Comrade Dennis! contradicts nearly every statement it 
makes, so that this document leaves the reader completely bewildered. 

let us illustrate: 

Dennis begins his argument by discovering that the Republican Party 

tis and remains the muin party of reaction and monopoly 

capital. (6) 

However, Dennis also-~-finds that 

"the Truman administration....is zealously carrying out the 

program of Big Business in both foreign and domestic affairs. 

..-eIt steers a bellicose anti-Soviet policy and increasingly 

reneges on the Big Three agreements entered into by Roosevelt! (7) 

leaving aside the echoes of Browder in this utterly bourgeois— 


liberal "analysis", notice, that Dennis here states that the Republican Party 
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and the Truman Democratic administration are identical. 
But Dennis hastens to reverse himself at once: 
'The Truman administration still pays occasional Lip- 
_ service to Roosevelt's domestic program. It still is 
influenced by certain partisan and sectional interests. 
It is still sensitive to certain mass pressure.!t (8) © 
In other worts, Dennis finds that after all there is a significant 
difference between the Republican and Democratic leadership, which he has just- 
told us are identical. But no sooner has he established. thid difference 
than he changes his mind again to find the Republican and Democratic Parties 
one and the same ; 
"The administration," says Dennis, "carries out the chief 
features of the program of the monopolies, even Sioa it is the 
Hoovers and Vandenbergs who press it to move more rapidly and 
brazenly along the path of reaction! (9) 
lest, however, the reader be convinced that Dennis really means there 
is no difference between the Republican and Democratic leadership, he once 
more insists that there are still some differences, since in the Democratic 
Party there are those who 
continue some sort of collaboration with labor." (10) 
But do not let this overwhelm youe These’same people, Dennis says, 
. "support the chief features of Truman's imperialist program." (11) 
Comrades, WHAT SORT OF ANALYSIS IS THIS? 


In discussing the coming congressional elections, Dennis predicts 


"the outcome of the '46 elections will exert a marked 

influence on the government's foreign and domestic policies 

and will profoundly affect the course of political realignment 

within the country.! (12) 
Then, just below this statement, Dennis remarks flatly that the nomination 
of congressional incumbents that have already taken place foreshadows 

tno decisive change in the over-all SeuOaNEROR of the 

next Congress.!t (13) 
Certainly the Congress that has just adjourned followed a consistently reactionary 
foreign and domestic elds The question arises: How can the outcome of the 
"46 elections exert a "marked influence on American Pekeiae and domestic policies 
when at the same time there is foreshadowed "no decisive changellin the composi- 
tion of. Congress? . | 

WHAT SORT OF ANALYSIS IS THIS? 

Dennis talks of a number of significant primary victories ~in the 
South of "progressive, pro-Roosevelt forces.tt - (14) What does he mean by this 
chanasterisaticn? He never tells'us. Does he mean‘that the American working 
class can trust these "forces" to adopt correct policies toward the war in 
China » the Peace Conference, the United Nations, the struggles of the Negro 
people, the fight for labor organization, the need to raise living standards? 
If these so-called "progressive forces"! cannot be trusted to act in the anti- 
imperialist interests of the eee people, why does not Dennis ag least 
make ee of this fact, at least define how "progressive!tthese prot 


Roosevelt forces" are, and how much reliance should be placed upon their 


campaign promises? Is it not opportunist to spread the illusion that the 
victory of these nominees will be a clean-cut victory for the American working 
class? Since Dennis has also assured the Park that there can be ‘ae 
Ndecisivell change in the next Congress, what advantages are gained by American 
workers if they elect these uncertain "progressives" instead of concentrating 
on building the Labor Party now? At least, Dennis owes the Party some explana~ 
tion of his reasoning. Why should American Communists delay the struggle 
for a Labor Party-- to.elect nominees who cannot act decisively (according 
to Dennis)? But Dennis gives no explanation for the positions he advances, 
and therefore » Tight or wrong, these positions remain nebulous and unconvincing 
to the Party. 

WHAT SORT OF ANALYSIS IS THIS? 

On this question of the Labor Party, Dennis considers it of "cardinal 
importance" to promote the 

"independent political action of labor and the progressives including 
the Communists.!t (15) 
All Communists will agree. But, Demnis adds, 

"Tt is particularly necessary to prevent a reactionary 

Republican victory, which now looms as a distinct possibility, 

as well as to defeat the allies of the GOP in the Democratic 

Partye To this end, the Commmists and the Ieftwing must enhance 

their independent positions and influence, must systematically 

bring to the fore the vital issues and constructive people's 

program.'!! (16) 
Demis does not say what these issues are that should be brought ibe the 
fore; he offers no program, and neither does the National Committee. Yet 
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Dennis calls, in the old Browder fashion, for the main emphasis on defeating 
Republican reaction.-- in such. a way as to spread the illusion that the Democratic 
Party is the lesser evil. (Iet us remember that Ienin expressed himself quite 
definitely and frequently on the bourgeois—liberal theory of the lesser evil.) 
Undoubtedly there are groupings within the Democratic Party at the present time 
which represent a more liberal, less agressively peadhionsey position than does 
the Truman administration leadership. But are these groupings decisive? Dennis 
never tells us. He calls for the defeat of the Republican Party with such stress 
that he thereby encourages the belief that the Truman administration is preferable 
- to the Hoover—Vandenberg~Taft Republicans. But such stress contradicts Dennis! 
own wavering opinions of the Truman administration. 

WHAT SORT OF ANALYSIS IS THIS? 

No place in his report does Comrade Dennis examine the two party system 
in the United States. Instead, he appears to accept Browder's wefoniigt endorse 
ment of the two party system, and to carry over attitudes toward the major parties 
from the campaigns of 1936 and 1944 when the coalition around Roosevelt within 
the Democratic Party: could be said to nsisededt more liberaz forces than the 

‘Republican each on However, Dennis ‘should be reminded that Roosevelt is dead, 
The "pro-Roosevelt forces" to which he fondly refers are now miscalled; under 

any other label, the "pro-Roosevelt forces" as conceived of by Demis are now but 
reformist illusion. Marxist analysis is rooted in an examination of existing 
relationships of forces—net on Dennis'nostalgic memories, The determining factors 
in gauging these relationships are "the time, the condition, and the place." Com- 
rade Dennis is still living in his reformist past, oblivious of the changes in time, 
condition and place. From his om report he is evidently devoid of any desire to . 


apply Marxist science to present-day conditions. Marxist analysis would shatter 
his cherished illusionse . ee 


Dennis embraces most of Browder's reformist positions. Is talk 
of "pro-Roosevelt forces" a class analysis at this moment in history? 


Ts it true that had Roosevelt lived, the United States would not be pur- 
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suing an imperialist policy, would not be making war on China, would not 


, 


be building an anti-Soviet coalition? Can imperialism be "good" or "bad", 
"progressive" or "reactionary" as Browdae Claimed? Is it true that with 
Roosevelt alive: » imperialism would act in the abe neete of the American 


working class? Do Communists paldieve that a bourgeois-liberal politician 


is the answer to monopoly reaction, that a bourgeois-liberal outlook will 


wipe away the realities of the moribund era of capitalism? Why does the 
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leadership of the American Communist Party insist on keeping alive the 


Browder myth that bourgeois-liberalism can bring salvation to the American 
‘ ; 
people? Why does the Communist leadership continue to becloud the issues 


with talk of bourgeois-liberal reformism? By so doing, this leadership | 
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delays working class understanding of its class role in capitalist society. 


Is Dennis! report of any educeational value to our new members-~iS it a.- 
weapon to cut away the illusions remaining from the Browder period of : 


liquidation? We must conclude the answer is "NOs" to all these questions, 


Comrade Stalin pointed out: 


"Opportunism in our midst is like an ulcer in a healthy organism, 
e : = . ¢ * 
and must not be ‘tolerated. The Party is the leading detachment 


of the working class, its advanced fortress, its general Staff." 
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Stalin adds that, "opportunists Scant be tolerated on the 
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directing staff of the working chas" (17) 


And ITenin Puen  aecs pe, 
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"The only choice is: either the bourgeois or the Socialist 
ideology. There is no middle course.” (18) 
Or, as explsined in the History of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union, 
"The Party must therefore not be confused with the working 
class, as the part must not be Soneusad with the whole... 
It is not the task of the Party to lower its level to that of 
‘every striker’, but to elevate the masses of the workers, to 
elevate tevery striker' to the level of the Party." (19) 
Comrade Dennis says that the conditions have 
"not yet matured at this time for crystallizing third parties 
organizationally’on a state or local goalies" - 
In the next sentence Dennis says, on the other a 
"the conditions are ripe and the situation demands that broad 
political support’ for a new people's party be organized." (21) 
What can this mean? Conditions are not mature,. but at the same time they. are 
ripe;:the American Caumantat Party should not crystallize third parties at 
this time, but the American Communist Party should seecnics aan political 
Muties at this time. This is nonsense! It isa progrem pointing in opposite 
ee : . 
Dennis calls for 
wag organization of independent political action in all forms." er, 
What does Dennis mean by this? Does he mean the American Communist Party * 
“gabeaa support and encourage battens srueias to that taken by the IaFollettes 


in Wisconsin in building their former Progressive Party; or does he mean that 


Communists should support Trotzkyite traitors and wreckers who use the third 


arty form-to destroy working class organization? Dennis obviously does not - 


ai6~ 


. 
“ | eS & 
‘ ¥ 


mean independent political action in all forms, What, then, is he driving 
at? Should Communists support independent political action reminiscent of 
the elder IaFollette ts campaign in 1924-~ correctly condemned at the time 
by the American Communist Party? Would Dennis lend Communist support to 
Utopian movements, Epic plans, Li pdra 12 bouveeols adventurism? 

Comnade Dennis does not define what kind of Iabor Party the Commu~ 
nists should supports How then can Communists take leadership in building 
a labor Party if the leadership of the Party has no definite idea of the goal? 

RATHER ‘tien embracing Marxism, Comrade Dennis embraces the petty-bour~ | 
geois theory of the spontaneity of the working class--the. very essence of 
opportunism, . . 

RATHER than analyzing the two-party system, Dennis gives a series of 
contradictory statements on the labor Party which statements frustrate working 
class action, and reduce the Communist Party to opportunist and improvised 
positions. 

We do not sympathize With ultra-Leftist positions and phrase-mongering. 
But, without precision, the Communist Party is the victim of whims, of improvise: 
tion--and inevitably embraces either Right opportunism or infantile Teftism. 
Dennis has not given the Party a scientific, Marxist analysis. He has not 
provided leadership, 

HE HAS PROVIDED MISLHADERSHIP! 
REE R AACRAROR AOR AIO 
In this crucial moment of history, the Communist Farty of the United 
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States does not organize a passionate mass movement against World War IIT, 
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against the first act of that war in China, 
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in this crucial moment of history, the American Communist Party 


allows Secretary of State Byrnes to depart for the Paris Peace Conference 


without even asking Communists to demonstrate against the war-makers. “Po 
ee - ead 
the American people, to the democratic peoples of t he wap world, there has 
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been no sign that ByEnee does” not represent the will of the ‘United: States ’ 
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ee 
even the will of the American working class, 
aides net oc : 


In this crucial moment of history, the Communist Party has no defined, 


clear position on independent political action, 

In this crucial moment of history, the Communist Party leadership 
approaches immediate tasks with petty-bourgeois confusion, with reformist 
premises phrased in Browder 's vocabulary, and does not attempt to make a 
class analysis of the role and obligations of the vanguard Party of the prole 
tariat. Thereby, the leadership xposes the Party to Right opportunism and 
infantile Leftism. 

In.this crucial apmen’ of history, the leadership of the American 


Communist Party doses not expose, clearly, the dangerous role of the liberal 


bourgeoisie. No Communist can reject alliances and working arrangements 


with other sections of the ppulations, even with sections of the liberal 
nt Ne rn nA 


bourgeoisie. But Communists cannot accept, as the present leadership does, 
aoe ernegeeeer rt emer anranstOtae cite CLOSER 


a position tailing behind bourgeois allies, or merging with them, or aban- 
Taney Corte ypasmns weiter nsag oe SAARC TOR rar ect Ot 


doning an independent, class-conscious, revolutionary position. 
. : Pin ERE TS 
In this crucial moment of history, the reports of the National - 


————— 
Gonnatese express no angry hatred for the capitalist system. The leader- 
ce eel —, 


ship does not emphasize the great truth that workers muse peat: Only - 


Socialism Can make the people free; only Sooialisa can rid tie world of war 


and fascism. By no word does the American Communist Party at its National 
ee Se 
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Committee Meeting hold up the capitalist system % the full light of scorn. 


The leadership does not educate the American masses to the horror and evil 
of suprised: to the awful reality that capitalism offers only terror, 
lynch, poverty, oppression of women, persecution of minorities, starvation, 
exploitation, racism, enslavment of peoples and nations, fascism, and Ware 
In this orucigl moment of history, the National Committee does not 
mention the fact that American monopoly capitalism ig faced with a new 


depression more disastrous than any experienced before. Instead, the 


National Committee intimates that if OPA is saved, aif a few undefined 


"progressives" are sent to Congress, if American imperialism listens to its 

own best interests (as iowdee was so fond of pointing out) somehow, some 

way, American capitalism will not enter crisis and depression. True, the 

eaubavation of OPA and the election of people's candidates to Congress in 
~ 1946 must be part.of our Communist program. But such actions are far from 
sufficient to prevent crisis. By its incomplete, hazy, dilletante approach, 
the National Committee deserts its obligation to think and act in a Marxist 
‘manner, and,to build a genuine Communist Party. 

ORI ACR RII 
IIL. 

Comrade Dennis was elected as general secretary on the recommenda- 
tion of Comrade Foster. Dennis! first, report as general secretary has been 
discussed above, The guality of this report does not indicate that he has 
the ability for responsible leadership in a Marxist Party.s , 


We do not in any way challenge the legality of Comrade Dennis’? election, 
a we do consider his election to -be contrary to the spirit of our National 
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Convention held a year agoe At that time, the entire leadership of the 
liquidated Communist Party was under severe criticism, The convention 


appointed Comrades Foster, Dennis 5 and Williamson, as an executive with the 


* 


understanding that this was an emergency appointment. One year ago, the 
Commas Convention,. the highest Party body, did not see fit to elect a 
general secretary. Has this Party leadership proved its Marxist under= 
standing, and ability so convincingly in the year that has passed Stites. 
the Gonvention to warrant the election of Dennis as pensral seebetany by the 
National Committee? The Communist Party today is“not functioning in an 
atmosphere of {iiss lity: Therefore, the membership ‘has the right to lmow - 
“ why the National Committee elected Dennis so precipitously without allowing 
is membership to discuss this important decision? 


‘In every article and every statement publi shed by Comrade Dennis 
ee ee 


oN momen: fot 


during the Browder, liquidation Reriods | Dennis 3 Supported Browder without 
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reservation. Since the sheen of Browder, Dennis! eeorer's have been at 
a ene arene 
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best confused, lacking in substance, devoid of Marxist under standing. 
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Comrade Foster. nominated Comrade Dennis With the assertion that Demnis Was 
ee 
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"least affected ay Browder's revisionism" (23) To _ 88 that a Party leader 


varutemucanstcae_ pant bE Ct ED Re SRS tI EI I ORI 
was only a little tainted by dishonesty and. dogestea the working class--only 
ect RRA SBME ALAIN nL STM LITE 0 oe Da mage Stace sie So 
a little-- is faint praise. But aside from the implications of Comrade 
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Foster's remarks, we must urge that Comrade Foster was over~generous.s 


Dennis wes hardly “least affected by Browderism." The record shows Dennis 
rn ane 


to heve been a chief theoretical exponent of the Browder betrayal. His 
oe renner tererempandaseutansntn utenti taseespser utes rset LSD OE NTE RAO AOA FFE 
published articles, speeches, and pamphlets eagerly supported Party liquida- 


tion; his voluminous writings are noteworthy for their vulgar reformism, 
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their startling opportunism. We have no space to quote from Comrade 
Dennis! published works, but his articles in Political affairs of 
January, April, and May, of 1945 (to take the period immediately baton 
the publication of the Duclos article), as well as countless other docu- 
ments, were devoted to destroying ruthlessly any remaining Marxist under- 
standing among Americen Communists. Indeed, no ) other supporter of Berl 


Browder's reformism was more fulsome in his praise of Browder's leader- 


Seine 
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ship, more impassioned in his support of Browder's reformism. No member 
eee 

_ of the Nations Conimittee went farther than Comrade Dennis to expound 
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the "new" theory. Wo individual more enthusiastically abandoned scientific 
Nc ttn nn 
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ie agen in favor of | vulgar liberalism, 

Perhaps it is unfair to confront Comrade Dennis with his mistakes 
of the recent past. We believe, however, that if Comrade Dennis fully . 
understood his recent mistakes and had corrected his reformist illusions,. 
he could not have made the report he did on the 1946 elections, and he 
would not have accepted the high office ss general secretary without first 
according ‘the Party membership the opportunity to approve or reject his 
candidacy. The members of the Communist Party have been cruelly betrayed 
by three general secretaries of. the American Communist Party-- Gitlow, 
Lovestone, and Browder. It is imperative that at this late date the Betis 
bership be consulted in séiceting the Party leadership, 

To have elected Comrade Demis as general secretary without con- 
sulting the Party membership (after the experience with bureaucracy which 
wrecked the Communist Party under Browder) seems to us a violation of the 
sound principles of democratic coentralism, 


FRE ARATE AA CRS AIR ARS HE CAC 


-2la 


: ® 


=e 

In sumation, the National Committee Meeting did not advance 
the Communist movement in the United States. The published reports are 
opportunist and evasive. The program offered for immediate action proves ~ 
to be contradictory, without clear objectives, lacking direction, and in~ 
adequate since the progrem does not include many immediate tasks of ut- 
most importance in the class struggle to stop the spread of war. 

It is not possible here to mention all the other too-frequent 


instances of reformism and Browderism in the National Committee reports, 


We believe by the evidence of these reports, that Browderism still remains 
ee seen CARRS RON 198 KEN TOE aaa a 
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the motivating theory of the present Party leadership. The leadership pro~ 
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tests that it would end liquidationism; yet this: leadership CARRIES ON THE 
VERY SANE EVILS, 


Y ccmneueenenhar en nai amtacl s 
The failures of the National Committee to respond to the urgent needs 
of the American working class prevents the Communist Party from taking its 
rightful place in the vanguard of the struggie for thse preservation and 


broadening of democratic rights of the American people. Indeed, the 


ignorance and neglect of principles of scientific socialism displayed by 


the National Committee can have no other effect than to limit and weaken 


the influence of the Communist Party among the toiling masses, and most 
serious of all, to prevent the Party from building its organization, 
training its cadres, and recruiting ever larger numbers into our ranks, 
Lenin taught us that 
"economic struggle of the workers against the employers and 
the government" (24) 


is an insufficient program for the working glass. Such an inadequate pro- 
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gram, the History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union points out, 

belittled the importance of 
"Socialist consciousness and Socialist theory" in the past and 

meant, "in the first place, to insult the workers, who were 

drawn to consciousness as to light; and in the second place, 
to lower the value of theory in the eyes of the party, thet is, 
to depreciate the instrument which helped the Party to under- 
stand the present and foresee the future; and in the third 
place, it meant to sink completely and irrevocably into the 


P bog of opportunism.” @5) . 


Weurge our comrades of the Norwalk Branch to draw the necessary 
conclusions from the National Committee reports, We offer the following 


resolution for the approval of our comrades: 


RESOLUTION. 


"WHEREAS ¢ 

"The Norwalk Branch of the Communist Party, oe studied 
and discussed the reports of the National Committee published in The Worker 
dated July 28, 1946, 

"Fe IT RESOLVED THAT: 

"], The Norwalk Branch considers these reports to be inade~ 
quate, confused, and reformist, and therefore rejects these reports, 

"2, The reports on the tasks of the Communist Party in the 
1946 ‘eleations by Comrade Eugene Dennis is at best obscure. The Norwalk ~ 


’ 


Branch urges an immediate reconvening of the National Committee to deter~ 
mine a correct course of action for our Party. The Norwalk Branch urges 
that a call be issued for a Nationa] Convention of the Communist Party, 
U.S.Ae, at the earliest opportunity to determine a correct Marxist-Leninist 
sronver of actions 

"3. The Norwalk Branch urges the National Committee to submit 
the election of Comrade Eugene Dennis as general secretary to the Party 
membership for approval or esestion, 

"4, .The Norwalk Branch urges the National Committee to return 
to the principles of scientific socialism and to encourage bis-stuiy by 
all Party organizations of the principles and classics of Marxism-Leninism, 

"5. The Norwalk Branch urges the National Committee to give 


leadership % i le. the membership to build the Communist Party into 


s - i i ism- 
a mass party based on a class-conscious, revolutionary program of Marzi sm, 


Leninism. The precondition of strengthening the Communist Party can only be 


correct Marxist action originating in correct Marxist theory. Therefore, the 
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Norwalk Branch respectfully suggests the following thee points as a 
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basis for Party discussion-on a positive program for immediate Party 
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discussion and for Party recruiting. The Norwalk Branch does not be~ 
ct CDI NM ER ae ed 


lieve it is sufficient to condemn the present opportunist policies of 
the National Committee. Therefore, this Branch makes the following 
suggestions for Party discussion: 

"A. On the question of preventing World War III: 


The Communi st Party should formulate a correct theoretical approach to 
ee 
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we Ke ey, 


snes ee 


the present novi band Capitalist system. Our theoretical approach should 
_ meneame RNC ret sarenseton 
analyze the concentration of economic power in the United States; it 


should consider the problem of whether war is the normal condition of im- 
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‘perialism at this moment in history. 
. - Sn nea * 


"On the basis of such an analysis of the class enemy and 


its imperialist economy, the Communist ; Party si should _ formulate correct, 
porabal Rater ecco 
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sharp,accurate positions to be taken toward.the United Nations -- un- 
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masking the role this organization plays in fostering the drive to make 
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our times an ‘American Century', and so fostering World War III. 


"The Commumist Party should unmask the role of the Byrnes- 
neces EN 
Truman-Hoover-Vandenberg coalition at the Paris Peace Conference andof 
a renee atte tartare Aen tI SO Ata nnn OCCA AIL EE 
similar international maneuvers against peace. 
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"Having established correct Marxist position, the Communist 


Party _s should_undertake as its immediate ‘task the building of . maST people's 


ee 
movement -in-the United. States _to_stop the war in Chita, similar to the past 
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struggle ve aid Republican Spain. The movement to stop the war in China 
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can be used to teach the masses of American people the true nature of 
their imperialist goverment; properly pursued, this policy can force 
the United States imperialists to stop the war in Chinag 


"Such a mass movement should be built on.a national scale, 
ieee Se ed wee nl ree 


rooted in the trade unions and mobilizing © the People themselves. This 
een fase gee er 


issue can be a first step toward organizing _ the American people against 
NEE nomen 
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World War III, es and atom blackmail of the peace-loving 
geoeted of the world, against the Sooo Gea tse. The 
issues in China are simple, concrete, terrible. The first responsibility 

* of the American working class (and therefore of the American Communist 
Party.) is toward the victims of its own imperialists, Until the American | 
working class and the American people stop the war in China, the blood of 


our brothers is on our heads. 


"The. Communi st ; Party should. seek ways and means to acquaint the 
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broadest sections of the American population with the truth about the 


United States » the Paris Peace Conference, the i offensives, and 
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other maneuvers leading ~ to World War III. It is abalone that a punt cereus 
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mass movement able to put a ._ Stop - to the war in | Chine will provide the 


roe 
soc mens 


Geant et Party with opportunities to educate the masses in the United 
| anna ena na 
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States as to the real meaning of imperialist war and fascism. 


"B. On the question of indépendent political action: The 


Norwalk Branch believes that the Communist G Party should use its knowledge 
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of Marxist dialectical-materialism to analyze the cvonparty eee eau. A 
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correct appraisal of the imocpartys system must be made for the present 


‘situation in this country, with full recognition of the new timés, conditions ? 
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and other significant changes. Such an analysis must consider the present 
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development of monopoly capitalism in the United States; it must relate 
to this examination of the Marxist-Leninist understanding of the nature 
of the state; it must consider the economics of general crisis; and so ons 

"Only after arriving at a correct analysis of the two-party 
system today can the Communist Party scientifically set its course to 
build a Iabor Party, 

"The Norwalk Branch regrets the failure of our Party to begin 
such a careful consideration of the tae etyrapetan even at this late date, 
Political action cannot be effective if it is not based on correct theory, 
On the other hand, correct policy will permit us to take energetic and 
effective action to build the independent political action of the working 
atases Correct tarast analysis will, help Lo reveal the two-party aystam, 


in the United States as a capitalist weapon to enslave the working class. 
rr NAc aonpmnnsepstetinnametenesO TEE TES EE per coe? 


We urge our comrades to initiate discussions on the Theoretical. guestions 
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involved in the Struggle |: for a Class-conscious, anti-imperialist, ma.S$ 
coteiiimsgr caste dene ca FST REE RO 2 A ne 


Labor Party so that we Communists | can effectively take take our place in the 


vanguard of the eurusele ae independent political action against war : 
and_fasoiem, : 

"CG, On the question of fascism in the United States--and in 
particular on the struggle’ Box freedom of the Negro people; The Norwalk 
Branch eit eves that the Communist Party must assume at once its historic 


position as the vanguard of the American working class in smashing lynch 


terror. For example, we believe the policy of the Communist Party in 
Sneed 
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relation to the Georgia lynchings should have been -- and still must be -- 


a demand that President Truman use his power under the War Emergency Act to 
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send troops into Georgia for the protection of the Negro population 


against the terrorists, to hold court martials of the known killers and 
provocateurs; to demand that President Truman use his powers under the 
War mer deny, Act to stop interstate commerce if errr between Georgia 
and the rest of the nation; and finally, until full justice has been © 
meted out to the lynchers, the Communist Party should initiate organiza~ 
tion among the American people to boycott Georgia products. 

"The Communist Party should act in its own name, bringing the - 
face of the Party forward as the most vigorous and devoted protagonist 


of Negro freedom, In the name of the Communist Party, marches on Washing~ 
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paigns, picketing of all trains, air planes, and trucks departing to and 
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arriving from Georgia, and so on. Naturally, the Communist Party must 
ct Cth 


enlist trade-union support; but the Party's policy should not be a pale 
CEI NEN EET LE a ey eee Came tee ” 


replica of thé inadequate trade-union position taken up to now. 

7 "All efforts should be made to cooperate with Negro organiza- 
tions and to forward Negro action. The Communist Party must have its own 
vanguard policy on fascism, exposing the rotten and vicious capitalist 
roots of lynch terror and the savage oppression of the Negro people all 
over the nation by the capitalists, ‘ 

"Bvery member of the Communist Party should have been mobilized 
at the very moment the Georgia lynchings were known; since this was not 
done, the Party must be mobilized now without further delay or hesitation, 
The Communist Party once had the "know-how" to meet such emergencies --~ 


let us recall the defense of the Scottsboro victims, the unemployed demon~ 


strations, the historic fight for industrial unionism. We Communists must 
me ene ereter rey nececonitY 
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master this "know-how" again for even larger tasks. We will master the 
theory of Marxism-Leninism only by taking edvantage of the two-fold 
| Ver ann Aneeimmreeeeeainecimmeeeiimiggnn tore aeeaananee aeeeeRRnERREEnEERmememen ctetanntameuenn areata ne nen eae 


opportunities for action now offered to us: one, to struggle for imme- 
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diate ends in the interests of the American working class and of all the 
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oppressed; and two, to educate the masses for ever broader actions against 
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the capitalist enemy and toward the winning of socialism. 
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"D. While the above three points of suggested action do not 
constitute a full Communist program, the Norwalk Branch believes that the 
above skeleton program is a first step toward positive Marxist-Leninist. 
action. 

"6, The Norwalk Branch resolves that copies of this resolu- 
tion and the euitiiote on which it is based be sent to the Connecticut 
State Committee; to the National Committee; to The Daily Worker and The Worker 
as a contribution to their discussion pages with the urgent request that 
the critique and resolution be printed in an early issue; and to the editor 


of Political Affairs." 


We urge the adoption of this resolution, 


Signed: Ruth McKenney, 
Bruce Minton, 


00n 


REFERENCE NOTES. 


History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
(Bolshevik) page 353 

Foster's R,port, The Worker, July 28, 1946 (supplement) 
page 1, column 3, paragraph 2 

Same 

Lenin, Selected Works, Volum II, pages 47-48 

Stalin, Dialéctical and Historical Materialism, Little 
lenin Library, pages 30-31 

Dennis, "Crucial 1946 Elections," The Worker (supplement) 
July 28, 1946, page 1, column 5 paragraph 3, 

Dennis, page 2, column 1, paragraph 2 

Dennis, page 2, column 1, paragraph 4 

Same : 

Dennis, page 2, column 1, paragraph 7 

Same 

Dennis, page 1, column 1, paragraph 1 

Dennis, page 1, column 1, paragraph 3 

Dennis, page 1, colum 1, paragraph 4 

Dennis, page 2, column 2, paragraph 3 

Same 

History of the CPSU, page 360 

Tenin, Selected Works, Vol II, page 61 

History of the CPSU, page 46 

Dennis, page 2, column 3, paragraph 9 

Same 

Dennis, page 2, column 5, paragraph 2 

Foster, page 2, column 3, paragraph 3 

Quoted, History of the CPSU, page 35 

History of the CPSU, page 36 


The Director 
De Me Lad 


Po 


7 <aeweerits 
ee oe ete De MOP Ra ponder WD < st 318. 7 Lass 
{Original cannot be tocate arias ie 
and is not on record. When g 


CG original is received in Files 
RicherdPrensten, with alicses Division it will be filed either 
_ Hehard/Bransten, Richaraé 
| ‘Richard/Srandensten, Bruce 


INTERNAL SECURITY + ¢ 


\. 
4 P * 
R € \ay ASR VOWS 


: io rg Laces’ = 
= ES Pursuant to your request, there in attached he 
Suumary of pertinent information 
THO writes under th 
area from April, 
1941 to April 1, 
duns 15, 1945, 
that tins, 


ne en men mm or erer ence ene eR eR EIEN ENON er eeS mnees 


reto @ comprchonfiva 
available with reference to Richard Brahs Oly 
© pen name of Brats Winton, He was aetive in the Rew York 
1935 ta Noverber 1, 19/1, at Uashington, 0. G., from Nevenber iy 
1944, at Los Angeles, California, fron April 1, 1944 to about 
and has been active in Vestport, Connectieut and New Yor: siaco 


Vbile in Los Angeles, he wag Wiest Coart editer of New Masses, 


TL NAAN dentin 


i 
4 


pes 


several European 
« The last men- 
Spain to gather 


countries on Lecexber 20, 1926, April 26, 1933 and August 6, 193° 
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material for publication. : 


. He married Lovise Rosenberg on June 4, 1929 and has a son, 
Lr ly this marriagc. Lovise Bransten divoreed the subject at 
v.26, 1937. Until 1945 Lowise Bransten and the subject remaine 
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Richard Bransten obtained custedy of the son, after which Louise Anstituted court 
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vf The cufiect has bsen active in the New York area, Sauce De Cos 
- Les Angeles, cay fornia, and Testport, Connecticut, in activities of the 
y OPA end the Connfunist Party, consisting of attendance at conventions and other 


meetings, regrujting of members, registration of members, instraction of classes, 
ae propecanie nd other like activities. 


asbeen a mosber of the National. Committee for the Defense of 
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* of the Peoples Educational Center, Los Angeles, for the spring term of 1945 
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seS Lettce roguented that feensbon Ukoop wo posted Regewding tho tnover tontr 


. Savough the sontidentick trash caver malnteleed ob the Branston mockiominy 
au man Jowrisd tho} one Duig yg uodicy tho dettorhosd ef Lorocurs, Prage and 
» -Gtrpny, Net York Ghar, comeashenlad cith Pichord Beanoten dlieshter that he bad 
opporenaly voquegiod ker advigo ond aaolatones dn a wetice Auvobving tho physdcok 
and netital ecadtidon of tre. Deaneton, Davie sated that, aithcech the totter can 
See htc Oo tha Bedhorhend of Powncurs, Tewiea anc Geapays, 16 sac hee om tyetie, 
Woo Githous ety covin, aml une eophoieley confidential asd TUOLG Bemiin 665 
cubicquonthy tho Eeotextoso ragelecd adéiiduan’, Commeoponlenen froax Resta advinine | 
that che hed rade on apoolatcent whth a destox fox thes, Tila Besta do peskable 
Adsuidank obhth Dorke Sehackdcr, 


; Kookie of the Leo secllos Office, throuth toniidenhink weans, ehoesved 
& othe received by tia, Dvoschen Seen Alan G. Ccligny, Presidest of furgiq 
UvGtidy Dides IAF Modlooa syemie, Dox Yost Til, tantsininy consents copordint the 
Coremiot syepathics of the bronstess, gan weiter iniecds Ofews tn Beebo 
cotbing on cht tho boot: and whew desc bo Shins he wii ko Fintohed. F an scniine 
«GR Semmmerte te frank forley oe that he gor bedas hescki wp to Qa%e ox tho Love 
Aite of tha Eecastens.¢ dhe dottcr dgdlosies Unb Goldline Qivtaro oleh tho 
papier eiees ve Paes pmatae “e wotera bo hancehe ac te pay who do enabled . 
6 SRG Oo the Mere wheelies of Yew Yorks on] & Bee the concerustics 
-gteales of Hae. napighins , BO Of TAT York on] 8 Rod dn the conaoryntive. 


« 
a nay earcnconegrg) iii alien elie venta eee aeiaeeaieian eater rn 
[nero hasnt Solent 1 Side laeiiiani ltt: ean iaitmebarniar de ial i RE Nears teary il WAS . 


He eae le ee 


Meapandes Pos the Biccstes 


Zn 194k, the Gransteme purchoesd o residense dn Tackisipios, Dy Gey themach 
Pontieh. 2. Esouer ond Gecratyy Tashinsten, E.G. Tia wel cotabe fies nocertelned 
that the Deas Uitice Goxcuny of Hew York Ghiy end Gaytia Ream, Dice, B47 teshent 
fvesag, New Yor: City, Randlcd mést of tho sophie investnesin of Dien Pichaed 
Deencscne Gurido Brom, Lid., fuvidehod the real egtote fieo whith infarction 
éoneeriies tho Isconc of Mero. Droncten gor tye yooro WEA. 


| Infeeustion obtained fron the Reball. toercnants Grcdss Ancosintlen, Teo 
fureles, Celifersin,g Snideatca thas Nat Coldahene, Las Migclos, ant Gurtde bre, 
BMi., Neo Peek, ove anento for tha cubjcet amt his wlze. 


fae teckslsal suvyel lense at tha Peanoten wesldento baa wovesiod that 
the Drangteng lave ecninebed Alon delldus cn weveral ocaagdena acadepmlng a 
fieieal sesedy in tho process of bolas wiiéten bor tha Peonptees. 


ies C. Uclidas of Govtic Bram, Did., comcantenticd vith the Esanabong 
on Ceteber Al, 1945, comerning a paseiblo teantasiion weloied to wadie eicnts te 
Det Eenonatests dbeny i cheery Boke 


quo teogh cover on bho Eroneten vesidenta diceleacd thet on Cutoker a4, 
ADad, Ueond, Berton ef Curtic Leesm, Tid., ascnto for Ces. tromnies, ferntoked 
her 2 apy of a gonteagh ucrordad the Ztalion weluno mighto So the etary epir 
pisker Giicen,s , 


as Tad Dureaalo Glee contein no devecaters tatorsahien comierades Adon C. 
Gelling. 36 1996, bo abtempiad bo interedt the Livagtar dn paliitiching o bests in 
collahoration ith fs, Geuetacy Ryley decoce, who be secerted wig om cla Geter oe 
ide. The attomt was wngescossfel. 76 3543, te. dollins somuatented eith bho 
Divcster to detersing vhethes there was muy ebscetien te tho peblieation of porites 
oy Sho Hosbiva of Princess Gteshasia yon Bohomlehe. fo wie nivteed co Moreh de 
X343_ that the Attorney Genoral had intoumod thas £4 uno holdeved thas pubes tion 
of the Somdive chowld no be remitted, thin oplelen telus taaek usen the vices ag 
the State Raparteonh, the Office of Var Information, and the lton Teeny Cantigod 
Wale of the feneinesh. _. 

; Bea voters of fun acd Peadatrocts lee Work Chby, disclosed thas sien 
Gollins te Provident and Pressurce avi Felide Dachercan ae congener OF ceri i 
Pca, Lid. Wtewary azoxbs, wile wae chartered in New gests duly 15, 1999, 
WHS an authoriged covbtal of O200,009. the oeeporablen wns exganioed 49 Gok ag tho 
Veltnd Goates rapresentative of a Eaclish cccpaiyr of the soca mame geracd ckeant 
4563 an Tosdes, Eactond. foblins contxols tho atest: of tha cern, tho Lorac 
Vier ivccident, Er. Gutits Geedajhoving dled Septacber 2A, Wasa Suekte Ewes an. 
Aion Colling, Tas, operating ad radia cate and aehidvs plove, sketches and radio 
pakoriel, hae alec Leos dncorperaked an fey York. Is Listy Gustin Lees, f4d., 
booing a merbor of the Teoxeegerahe? Coskoby of Authern Septoneaiatives., Gio 
COPaRY Geta ao Oseak Doo outhers cncratlac on a ten oP Genk sumilodton kopis 


ww Bw 
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Gokling. 


A i Ca p+ ed 
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und representing sbout 400 Amerdean ond Peltich authors. No Clmanstal statcacnt 
29 Gvatinhlo tat the firm metatains on acecun’ at the Bau of the Mankabten 


Sespeny, 437 Vedios Avenue, Nor York: tity. 


- “Ske Geedle Duress ef Oreste: Kew York: had no duformadion soneernine 


. _ 40 of Perch, 1040, Alon Collinge vac a Deatenand, Centor Grage, 2 tho 
Valted States Havel Reserve, Intollicense Unit, Said Novel. Blatetet. 
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TRICHADD DEANSIGN, wot, Richard Heanor, 
Richard Brondanstein, Richard Brandonastos, 
Richard Reondstein, Ernce Yntosy ‘ 
UUVERUAL SESURTET = ¢ 


Coy Os TY 
BOOS 


_, she follening is a summary of perbinent information auilable 
egonetming Richard Eransien, who useg the pen noma of Brues Péntone 


feansten has boon under Invesbigatien by the Bureay sixiea 1923. Fade 
anvestigation vas dntensified in March, 1942, when infomatisn war recsivad feoxt 
ir, Charles Ualameth of Now York Clty that Bronsten wag réparted te ha ths 
Chairnan of the Gornunish Party of Commectient. This informabion, buievoer, was 
never yorified. , ; 


. Dransten and his wife moved fren Hew Haven, Connecticat, to Vachington, 
‘Be Gs, about Yovenber i, 2945. About fort, kg W044, they moved fron Raphincbos, 
ie Gey toa Los Angeles. Evanston was-regarded aa a key Ziguvs Gormmniss in the 
Ueahington Field offices and in thy Loo dagvles Ficld Office, Ga about dum 15, 
1945, the Byansteng moved to Vestport, Comeciiess. : 


piograTeny wry 
Birth — 


. Richard Branstén was born ak San Francisco, Gelifornia, Taktracry Ab, 
1206. There is no official record on file in (aliternia. covering the birth of the 
subject. His cousin, Yerold Macky dre, hag conlidentially advised, horaver, that 
Wchard Gransten was born in San Francisco end the matriage Lteanso records ab 
San Francisco reflect tigi ho was born in Galifernis, the son of Gharles Bransten, 
and Apes Hacks er i 

In applying for a. passport, which was iaoved to him on duress 6, 1937, - 
Bransten stated that. he was bern February 24, 1906, at Sen Francisco, Californiac 
He furnistied the same date in a questionnaire which he filed with Tecal Soloctive 
Services Board £258, ‘Fairfield, Connecticut, on sanaary 23, 19ého. 


Family Hane 


According bo information received frim Vharies Maleanth of Hew York 

. GLty, Richard Bransten is the son of a very wealthy San Eranciste fantly chick 
xhenped iis name from Brandensten to Branaten diving World Har T boeause the 
original namo hed a German sound which wae objectionable when this country was 
at var With Gernanye Mre Helamuth adviged that. the family wae the omer of a 

' nationally known. firm distributing IR coffee and located an San Peaneiscos 


| Henry Mack, Jr., 220 Jones Straot,y Sen Francisco, California, and 
Filliew He Orrick; attorney, 405 Hontgomery Street, Sen Francisco, Colifeenia, 
have confidentially stated that Charles and Ages Bransien are the parenta of 


Pie ae 


Fath me a ene ae OE EA ear rt ES a ae 


Ga3S5 
Richerd Grancteny and that they changed the Yanfly nama from Brondonctein to 
Gransten during World War Ie Beary U. Brantensteiny a brother ef Gharkes and « 
practicing abtornoy the is nay deceased, rotained the name of Brandenstein. Eis 
daughter, Susann Drandencteln, marricd Willard 2. Park, « former thiversity of 
Galifornia profegsor. She bad the reputation of being a *Parler Bolshevik. 
Henry Back, drey ntates that heth Hillerd Z. Parle and his wife, Susame, arc 


’ definitely inglined toward Communion and that Park geans vory strongly toward 


Coammmiom and 18 definitely Gommmistite " 


Susanne brondgnetein Park has a sinter, date, who, eecording to Orrick, 


_ Rise has advanced Jdoas concarning Socialism. 


- Richard Bransten had. & sister, Glara Brausten, aécording to Nery Eawlty 
gfe; who Is married to John Walton Dinkeleplel,y a Tieutenant in the Boy. in 


Education 
RCRA RR ABA T CREO EE 


in & questionnaive fiicd with Joeal Selective Services Board #254. ab 


‘Fairfioid, Connceticus,, on January 23, 1941, Bransten asserted that he holds 2 
. degree of Bachelor of fetes in Unglich Iiterstere from Sarvard University and 


that he studied English Literature thirteen months at Leland Stanford Yalversitye 
in spplying for @ passport whieh wae Issued to him on Deconber 20, 1926, . 


-Bransien. foraished hic address as 94 Winthrop Street, Carbridge, Massachusetts, 


which vould indleate that he was perhaps obtending Harvard University at that. time. . 


. The Jackes of thé book, "Hea tho Lead Iabor,™ by Bruce Hinton and Joka 
Stusrt, also indicates that subject was. educated at Rarvard University. 

. The SErospocins® of the Peupieats Edueatdonal, Center, Zee Anceles, | 
Gelifornia, for the spring teri, 1945, iiata subject under the name of Bruce Hinton 
as a mowber of the faculty and indicates that he holds un £8 Degree frou Harvard 
Qaiversity. i oe pas ; ao 


Military Record ; os go. oe oe 
As previously indicated, Richard Bransten is registered under the — 


Selective Training and Serviced Ack with Local, Deaft Board €254 ab Fairfield, 


Comecticut. He Informed that Board on vanuary 23, 1941, that he had served in 
the cite" for ons month during each of the years 1922, 1923, and 1924, and that 


88 & result he was appointed a Seeond Eieutenant in 1925 and given an honprable 


discharge on arch 20, 19336 
Foreisn Travel 


_ Charles uslamuth,. Now York City, advised in February, 1942, that. Bronston 
and his first wife made a tour of Tunsia in about 1932 or 1933, reterning quite 


thoroughly converted to. Communtane 


NES fn 
Sen a ES aT = 


Gramercy Fark, New York Citys: 


| 4 will, be nora fully related hereinafter, Eransten was an Bpoin 
gathering material for publication suring ike Spanich Civil Ware - 


. . Ong. 
: . eT 
the records of the Passport Division of the Doparinent of State disolesd 


| that Paosport 4510925 wae Asqued to Richard Erensten én Deceuber 290, 19%. Im 


applying for the passport, he stated he intented to leave New York on February 5, 
Aust RIae. 


' 1927, to travel, in Franes, England, atalys Germany, Hollond, Ralgiun, Spain, ant 


Fanily Fassport 710576 was Issued April 26, 1933, 0 Richard Dranaten 
snd wife, Louise Rosenberg Brangten. Tt vas stated that Louise Bransten waa 
bern in Herkeley, California, Coteber 9, 1908, and was married on Jusd 2, 1929. 
Her address was shown ag £2 Gramercy Park Horth,. Rew York Gliy, Hr. and ire. - 
Bransten intended to leave Mer York on the 6 Champlain on Usy 29, 1993, to travel 
in Switcerlandy France, England, Austria, Poland, Gernaty, Ttaly, Cascthoslovakia, 
and Russia fer a period of six months, 


,, she records of the State Department fiether roves that Paysport 
#408884 was issusd August. 6, 19374. to Richard Bransteny 47 East 2ist. Strect, Hew © 
Xork City. Branstent stated he intended to leaye New York August 19, 19375 to 
act as @ news correspondent for the Niles, Ohio, Dally Times in Spain and Frances 


Residence Addressas 


__,_. The jacket of Sen tho Lead hebor,* by Bruce Minton and John Stuart, 
indicates that subjeck lived in Sau Francleco WHbL 1935~, 


Xt wiNL ba recalled that in applying for a passport which was Isszed 
December 20, 1926, he furnished his regi¢ence ag. 94 Binthrop Street, Ganbridge, 
iene il indicating that he was perhaps at that time attending Harvard 
University. oe ok 


Gn January 20, 1934, hé wrote a Letter to s Mr. Taft which indicates that 
at that time hey Bransten, waa Living ati 666 Santa Barbara Road, Berkeley, _ 
California. The lebtor to Hr. Taft was stored by Bransten at the tine he JePt 
Vestport, Connéeticut, and was made available for inspection by Mr. Edward C. 

Hash, proprietor of the E. €. Nash Sioving Company, Westport, Connecticute 


Ue. Nash ab the sane tine made avallzble # considerable ‘aout of 
propaganda, correspondence, and other documents which had been atored by the 
Bransteng, including the manuscript of an article, "Hed Plag Gver San Rranciseo,™ 
by Bruce Hinton, isi which his address is given as 666 Santa Barbara Road, Darkeley, 


AS previously Indicated, Louise Bransten furnished her address to. the 
State Departucnt in April, 1933, ae 52 Gramercy Park, North, Hew York Gt Re. 
Fresumably Richard Bransten #iso resided at that address ab that tins. Confizmation 
is given to thie assumption by the fact that In the material. sade avatiable by ro 
Nash, thers was. a manuscript by Brucs Hinton in which his address was given as 52 


re aco 


et Sow 


the Credit Eureay of treater lew Yor't, so Pret Syennts Dew York Clty, 
fieniched dnferaatien that Bransten webided a& 167 West 11th Sivoet, Har Yoriz Citys 
and that bio Zornor addresoes wore 99 MacPoupal, und soo Dicacker Strect, New Feri: 
Clty; 2355 Gallego, Son. irancisce, Relifernias Useining, low Yerkg 32 Granercy 
Fork, Uew York; 258 Ringo Highzay, Uostperk, Comectients and Eastern Read (15 is 
bolicved thic should bd Rostox Read), Westport, Comectionse B1388 © 
# oF LSD 


' Wiss Julia Uehan, 44 est 69th Street, New York Gliyy. amor of tha 
presiscs at 107 Woot Ith Street, chabed that tir. and tires. Bransten had a tns-yoar | 
lease cn a basements anarteont at 107 test Aith Sirsob, and that nea the expiration - 
of tho lease thay left. to Live at Usestpurt, Comicoticut. . 


| _ it should be noted thal Riciard Branston vas Gyoread by his Lizst wife 
on duly 26, 1937, and married hig second end present wife, Ruth Hekenney, Angush 12) _ 


Tae | 


On ahoud August 1, 1939, according te a report of the Uestpart, 


on Eacton Road, Vestport, Connecticut. c . | 


Branstea and hig wife, Ruth NeXenney, resided on Easton Road uatdi- 


about Cotober 3941, when they moved to SOG enc Road, Ne Tey Uashingions De Ge 


The hoze at 5019 Reno Roady. Be Wes Washington, De Ce, was purchased by she Bransteng,, 
according ta Ensicn Re He Hagner, dre, of Randali Be Hagner and Cozpany, Roa, 

Estate Agents, 1321 Goansetieut Avenud, Tey Wey Tiehkneton, De fe 

—_ “fhe residence 2% S019 Reno Road, H. Hey was sold by the Branstens in 
Septarber, 1942, according ico the records of {he Crédit Bureau ab J2eh, @ Stresk, 


He Wey, Vashington, Be Ss - 


a Thersafter, the Brangtens residsd at 2939 Newark Strack, We Ley Tashingten, : 
Ds Coy WOthl they mowed ta Tos angeles, Calivornixs -- a 


ig conneotion with their removal to Los Angeles, the Granstens fornished 
the Cleveland Park Pest Office Substation, Washington, D. Gey @ change of address 
to. 3500 Comection’ Avennty, He Bey Washington, Ds Cs, on Fabruary 19, 194de  & ; 
further changes of address was furnished this. Postal Substation to Box 2896, Tucson, - 
Brigong, ou April Tl, 194%. ° °° ek weet a Mi : 


; On Lay 16; 1944, the Sloveladd Park Substation, according t¢ Ht. Be. Fe 
Greenstivech, Suscrivtendent, received 4 letter fen the Branstens edvising of a 
change of address to a new and permanent addregs of 1676 Benedict Ganyon Drive, 
Eoverly Hilisy Californias: ae - = 


*. ‘Tho Branstens advised the Cleveland Park Post Office Stbstation on isy 19, 
- 1944, that they had deft the Beverly Hills address because of landlord trovsie! = 
and were finally and definktely located at 1427 North Eines Read, Hollywood 46, | 
Gealiforniae This residence was maintained until at Aeast Lueusk 22, 194%, 26 which. 


time a meeting ef Club H of tho Northwest Séchion of the Loe Sngeles Gounty 
fommmist Political Association wae hold et the Bransten residence ab this ad- 
dress; accarding to information rocelved through a confidential technical . 
survelliancs maintained on Elisabeth Leach, organizer of the Horthwest Section 
of the Comiunist Political Association.’ a er ee 


vane ‘ ; a FT gaat 
Raxrrlace to Louise Rosenber reser’) Bo 

shard Brausten and Iovise Rosenborg were married June 1, 1929. A >’ 
— was born to this uion. oe 


According to the records of the Districi Court, Second Judicial Pistrict, 

Washoe County, Reno, Heyada, in Sase #56760, mads available by G, He Beoves, Clerk 
' of the Court, a complaint was filed July 26, 1937, by Louise Ry Dransten against 
Richard Branstén alle that they were married Jone 1, 192%, and had oné minor 
child, age five, and that a property scttlensnt had been made 
and custedy of the child agreed upon of May 25, 1937. ‘The sult was one fox divorce 
and the plaintiff alleged extrene mental cruelty. An answer was Tiled July 2b, 19575 
denying the eruelty charge and admitting the other altegstions. contained in the 
complaint. A decree of divorce was entered and filed daly 26, 1937, in favor of 
. the plaintiz?, Property rights and custody of the winor child were scttied by . 

ender of Thomas Fs Horan, District Judge, in accordance with a cetblement agradd _ 
upon between the parties on Kay 26, 1937, A request for a private tridl and sealing 
of the teshimony was made on duly 26, 1937, in actordance with hich the testimony - 
was sealed by order of the Court. ‘he Clerk of the Court, Besves, explained that 
4% ig customary in many cases to order the testimony sealed where tis of an 
enbarrassing or personal nature and stated. that the testimony may not be inspested, 
after scaling without an, order of the Gourke - oe 


Oe Hawkins, Kayobt, and Hawkins represented the plaintiff and Ze De 
Summerfield represented Richard Branstene — - - 


According to Harper Knowles, Seerstery of the Radical Research - 

‘Committee, Auorican Legion, State of California, Richard Bransten wes at ono time 
ak employea of Rosenberg Brothers, which was operated by Louise's father, As 

Rosenberg. According to Enosles, Loviss and Richard Brausten have acted ag 

_ Ratgela” for the Communist Party in California. 7 a fee 


A Eee Sidney Lippe of San Francisco called at the San Frencisco 
¥ield OFfice on Lecenber 23, 1940; 40 advise that Louise Bransten was 4 menber - 

of the Rosenberg faatiy; which was omieqted with Bosenberg. Brothers, ¥ealthy 
San Francisco merchants. Ure. Lippet stated that Louise is: wealthy and used her 
poney to disséninate Sommanist propaganda, maintaining a downtown itice solely 
for that purpose. : ; yo a eee cies 


oS She records of the Retail Credit Assoclation, San Frencisco, Californizy 
indicate that Louse Branatents maiden name was, Rosenberg and that her fatier, . 
who is new deceased, was President: of Rosenberg Brothers, dried fruit werchonts, 
334 California Street; Gan Franciseo. It is reported that Loaise is the largest 
atockholder and is considered well-to-do, having a substantial bank account an Sen 
Francisco. The records of the Association also indicate that Richard Bransten, 
her former husband, was at. one tine employed with Resenberg Brothora. AIO 
: : . - ora 

_ Hartley F. Peart, attorney, San Francisco, California, sho sas agquainted 
with all of the menbere of the Rosenberg family and the Rogenberg xirm, confidentially 
advised Eurean Agents that Abrahan Rosenberg, father of Louise Bransten, and fax 
Rosenberg, her unclé,y mere extrenély ghrend Jewish merchants whe sere ons hundred 
por cent capitalistic in their viene. le stated all other members of the firn 


; Were extrensly conservative and thak ho was wiable to explain the Mberal views 


of Loukse Hransten, adding that she was regarded as a “black sheep in the fantly 
and looked. upon by many in Ber social seb ax a Yernekpott ‘ho wag being imposed 
upon by “eamnists because of her Financlal statase He stated that Louiss. Bransten 
is one of three members of the Board of Directors oF the fi senberg Foundation, a 


 ~benewilent corporate ingtitute established under the will of Hax Rosenberg, 


Louisets uncle. rn ne . - 
. ‘Louise Brangten bas, been a Communist’ for yoars and.1s presently under 


investigation, both a6 a key figure Coummist in the San Feanciseo. Offico and as 
&@ suspect in the highly confidential investipation of the Comintern Epparatuse 


Relations with Former Bife, Louise Rosenberg Bransten 


. Although they are divorced, Richard Bronoten and Loufse Rosenberg. »,- 
Bransten were on extrenely friendly terng until 1945, when a disoute arese ag 7c 
to the custedy of their son, as is more fully digcussed hereinafter. — 


+ *Gorrespondence between the paix furnishad the San Francisco Field office 
from the home of Louise Bransten, by a highly confidential source, includes & 
Letter. )Hichard %0 Louise dated May 4, 1939, in which he stated, *The question 
ot ite is « fundamental one with mae As fundamental as. the. decision 
XZ once nadé to join the Communist Partys® This correspondence sontains gnother 
letier fron Richard to Louise which discloses that Richard was. instrumental in 
organizing the newsletter, "In Fact® and in which he wrote that he dasired Louise 
Bransten to serve as West. Voeas’t correspondent: for that publication = - . 


‘there 4 algo @ letter dated February 8, 1941, in which Bichsrd advised | 


Zouise that his wife, Rath HoKenney, had wade a Will in which Louise Bransten nad 


‘been naned trustes in the event of bis, Richardts, death. Richard Bransten 


stated, "She is leaving all. money, except for a fewsuail bequests, to you in the 
event of her death. “You wilt know what to do with itsesee#e have no one else t9 
depend on who ie in the position te be able to handle such money withoub too much, 


spotlighting. I hopa you dontt mind.® 
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Aecoss. to the will of Louise Dransten was cbtained in = confidenbiat 
memes and 2. photostatic Sony gf the will fs avaliable in the files of tha San 
Francisco Fie - The with deslgnates Richard Eransten es legal guardian. 
and penericiary of thé residue of the estate: of houiss 
‘Bransten. ‘the will is. dated Aprit 17, 1941. 


The correspondence of Lovice Bransten contains another ‘Letter written 
by Richard in Hays 1343, concerning the pening of & second fronte 


On June 27, 1943, Eichard wrote to Louise Bransten that he was in 
serious political trenble over his articles on Congress. Ja this letter he 
cana freely in Louise with respect to his position with hie associates at that 
tine. 


In another letter ts Louies dated Septenber By 1913, and contained in the 

_ correspondence at the residanca. of ionlse Bransten, Richard coments on the wild 

mace by Lowise Bransten and t he feels. that she should at 211 times 

'“abtennt to get. her money an ous of the business, apparently referring to 
Rosenberg Brothers and Companys He advises her to be very insistent that her 
father's wili be paid off as the will instructs and the proceeds properly 
dnvested in her complete control. He advises that the principal - should not be 
spent or lent bat should be invasted with very reat cara, Jn another Letter 
dated November 11, 1943, in which Richard wrote fro 2939 Konark Streak, Me Ye, 
Washington, DB. Gey he thanked Louise for her willingness to help out on a book 
ov magazine, the identity of which. ie nob disclosed, 


Survaillancé by Special Acente of. Louise Bransten reveals that in 
January, 1044, she waa in Washington, D. 0.» and on January 4, 1944, she left 
‘the Statler Hotel and teck a eab ta Union Station accompanied by a middle-aged © 
Mah, & Bo boya. At the otation, she and the vider boy, Lelieved to 
be her ee had been visiting with his father, Rickard Bransten, in - 

' Washington, D. C-, boarded. the train for Chicago, Titincis. Zt is believed that. 
- the man who accompanied her to the station was Richard Bransten. 


“ According: to information supplied by confidential technical and. 
mlerophone survelllances on Eovise Bransten and = sonfidential technica. 
surveiliance on the Auerican-Huselen Institute ab. San Tranciscs, Eicherd Bransten’  - 
wislted ab the Lonise Bransten residence in San Francisce on August BP 2hhe 
At that time, Louise endgavored to have Richard mosh with. Wiliten Sohn eidernam, — 
ca saa State President of the Communist Political Association. 


fonise Bransten, and iaux Yergan, oplored, arrived in fos dnceles fron, 
Sam Frandiseo ak $250 Acl., Decewber 29, 1944, and were placed wader survelliance - 
by Special Agent Galeon We Rink in connection wlth the wery confidential 
investigation of the Comintern Apparatus. They were wet by Jack Bikford, | ec 
actor, and driven to the hose of Edgar ¥. {Yin} Berberg, 292 Sori: eqntiey Avenue, 
West Log Angeles, the producer of “eet the Feople,” *Ziegfeid Pelizes;=~ 
SPicorer Girl," and several. other productions. 
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Ga Dectnber 39, 1944, Haz Forgan and Louise Branston matled hres 
igthers, ths contents of which ware ebgerved by a confidential source not further 
identified in the files, Ona of these Jetiers was dirdeted by Tewtsa to inrsy 
Panning, e/o San Francitce Ghronicle, San Francisco, Veliforaia. The leticr is 

& love Jettor beginning, iy darlings*® and clesing, ®iarry, darling, you have all, 
ay love — alwayas Louise.® ‘Yn the Jetter ske stated that eke and Max tere on 
at the station by Zack Gilford and taken to the Harburgs who have a house moar 
enough to “ichard’s® ag thal she, Lowlee, could ride cub thore fo wish 

2% is bolieved that tho Richard referred to is. Hickard Brensten, and 43 

the son of Richard and Loviss Bransten. : 


The compenpondende in ieulse Bransten's pecsession fously reverred. 


to indicates that Richard Bransten discusses the statue of their sony ,¢ 
with her, and Loulse, who contributes considerable suna to the Gonuunist. b7c 


Political Asscelation In fan Fetincisco, anparentiy necks advies from Branston 
vegarding the care and twaining of thelr son. According to the correspondencsy 
Rubh NeKemoy, Richardt present wife, once stated that one prablem that bad beon 
bothering Louise Branston regardiug her son, was the fact that the boy cuedbionsd 
Louise Bransten's moral conduct bacause of her Living with onz harry, chen she 
plans to merry when ho. secures a divered, %6 is belicved thos this refers to 
fazry Venning, mentioned sboves _ 


_ <b. de iso revealed that fax Yergan, colored, and Lens Yedler have 
_ *Fecently been. staying with Boulso Bransten ond they Liteeise aro mob yot sureled. 
According to statemesats by Ruth Egkeaney, the problen confronting Loniee to that 

ef convinelug the bey that ausk condest-is not wrong and thet Levine and hor 
friends are decent people and are doing what they think is rieht, even though that 
they consider right differs from the aseepbed standards just as that they bellove 

is right tn politics differs from the nest widely accepted pelitieal standards. 


Barriags ta Rate HoRemey - . 
Richard Bransten and Ruth Uckemey were married August 12, 1937, ab Hen 


Wditerd, Gonnecticat, ecaerding to dafermation fornished by Erangtion to Tooxk 
Pealt Board f254, Fairfield, Connectieat.. 


: SRhot's Whot indicates that Bath Uenney was bord Revesberr 16, 1911, 
at Mishawaka, Indiana, the daughier of Jeim Sidney Ustennsy and Largeortte 
(Figna} Sekennoy, She pradusted From Shan High Seheol, Bash Glevelend, Chin, 
in 1928 and wos & student ab the Ghie State University fron 192d 40 199%. She 
“Was @ reporter Ter the SColerbus Dispatch? tn 1930 anid 1990 and a weber ‘af. ho 
staff of the Akron, Chic, "Bescon Journal.” She wrote “iy Sister Diteen™ in 
419383 "Industriel Vetley* In 19593 Wthe Motenneys Garry Oa" in 1945s and 
“Joke Hone," her first novel, in 3943. The play, “hy Sister Eileen? adasted 
fren the book, opened on Bresdeny In Decerber, 1940, and ran until danuory, 19236 
A gotion picture: of the sane title was produced in 1042, Esr hese in given as: 
Tucson, Arigona, and Yoklywodd, California, and hex office do sbated to be 104 
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Richard Branston and Ruth Uekenney are sbflL kuchand and wife. 
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 RenFadenttak Ieforsant made available the JoZ2 


registration of the Korsslirs Gonseetieab, branch of ths Geacecticat fecmunites 
Party organization, which reflects that. tke Norwalk profecoferal group had 
anong its members in 1922 two individuals, one wale and onc fenaic, who are 
Listed at myiterse These individuals may be Richard Rrausten. and his: wits, 
Ruth Uetenudy, since they both resided ab that tica in Westport, fonnecticat, 
which wag included in the territory af tho Horudlis branch. —_ 


ay & 1943 togistration ghact, in the posseagions in Vay, 2943, of Sadie 
Sokolave, wife of Martin Chancay, Uashingtony DB. Gey Steretary of the Gasrunist 
Party, USA, a copy of which was chtained by highly confidential mesnig, Lists 
as thé third individual. one Brace whe ds desorbed as a male, white, 37 yoors of 
age, possessing CIO and independent union affiliations, a writer by profession, 
sight yoars a momber of the Commumist Party, fueriom origin. ‘these doseriptive . 
data 2L¢ Richard Eremsten alias Bruce Hinton, and as a extber ef cénfirestion 
44-4s noted that the second individual on the Mist de Roth Uckenney, Leralo, uhite, 
ok yoars of age; independent wsion affiliabions, = writer by profession, Amoriean 
origin, wight years in tha Commish Party. These data would indleste that 
‘Bransten joined the Commnist Party in about 1939. Pe eee 
The confidential microghone gurvellionce maintained on the Veshingtow, 
De €., headquarters of tha Gosmuniot Party, ta, Ssoas 396 and 307, Atlas Bellding, 
527 9th Streeky No Vey Uashington; D. G2, discleced on Gotoher 28, 3943, 4 
eonvorsation in hich Jack Katsoff, Lenberahip Director of the Hertimest Branch 
of Lhe Communist Party in Washdngtes, Be Gey advlecd Ghanictie Ieong and others 
present that Ruth and Brace had registersd with hin. 2% ds probable thot the 
regiutvetion nenbioned uaa the annual registzation of Communist Party couborse 


oni 4 trash coverage maintained on Charlotte Dubin Youtg,. 5 Lunctlomory,: 

. Sexmmiet Farty Jn Boshington, DB. G. wade cyallable on Fobruary 2, 1924, aigWw 
carded moibership bool: 727519 of the Gaummmist Party, Moteich of Colacbin, fox 
the year, 3943 The boo was issued in the mans of Bruce Tinton and xontainod 
eight stamps, each of which indicated the paymont of 82 In dacs ond 504 to ths 

_ Sntlie-Poaclst Fuade — ve oh 

By acans of the gonfidential microphone surveillance on the huadquartoxs 

| OF the Gonugnist Political Kesoclabion, 527 9h Streat, Te Wey Washinieton, Te Gop 

Bransten wad heard to state on Tebruary Si, AGé4, that ho was nevkag ta Los Angollec 


oad 
age 8 


1 ie 


a 


and desircd a transfer, apparently referring to @ transfer fron the Commanict 


Zarty of the Tistrict of foluzbia to the Communist Party da Led Anceles. dJanss 
Peanca, Shatrcan of the local Party, adviaed Eraucten that he world write to 
Sehneidermarm, California State. Secretary of tho Communist Party, USAy Pogarding 
the transfer. Subject was heard to state thet he wag paid up.throagh February, 
1944, and that Lis wife, Buth, was in fatsony Arizona, was fedling nuck better, 
aad wanted to stay ont West forever. 7% 7” 


information received through the technical survelliance on the head~ 
quarters of the Goumunist Party in Washington, D« Ge, revealed thak Bruce Vinten 


_ was transferred by the Party fron Washington, De Gs, and that a Party frensfey Blank 


was Iuenishcd te him on March 14, 1OL46 & 

: The confidential technical sutvelllante ugintained oa the Los Angeles 
Gounty Comunist Party headguarters revealed that subject, on Vay 16, 1944, 
contacted Elizeboth Leach, then organizer of the Horthwest Section of ths Commumisk 
arty in Los ingoles, who wag working in the tes Angeloe Sounty Conmunict. Party 
headquarters while the Local, delepgeter wore attending the nebionsi convention in - 
Hew York Cliye ‘the subject advised Ridesbeth Leack that his nane waa Brace Minton 
and requested an appointment wikh her, ae . 


Infortiation was developed through the technical surveillance on fark 


| Winter, fanctionary of the Samnmiss Party and the Gomnunist Political Avsaclation 


in Los Angeles, that the subject talked to @idsabet Eeach on Hay 16, 1942, 


_ advising her he mao a writer, a Califernton by birth, and way Interested in, a 
“Seaching, having recently done sore teaching ia Washington, D. C. He told Eligabota 


Leach, *f az a Party meuber® and mde reforencs te. Sine triters in the Party. 
He stated he lad besn teaching trade unioniabe dn the Party. Elisabeth Leach 
édvised him that John Howard Laggon was the head of the Party organisation, 
@ppireatly referring to the Nortimes$ Section ox ths movie industry, inasmuch ag . 
aubject had advised her it would take hin a feu months to gee 3f he could 8geb in 


. RoeG" with the notion pictura angie, apparently referring te employnent in the - 
' motion picture basinéss. - - a. 


. . Pfidmebeth Beach furnished subject the a@éress of the Hortinest Section 
headquarters at 1227 North Crescent Neichts, and vith $he telephones nusber ‘of the 


Horthyest Section, Granite 2919, and stated he sould always rdach her or Rarjorie 
Potts, Horthiest. Section Mexhershtp Ditectors at that address and phone number. 


Subject, George Sandy, Los Arieeles County Conmanist Party Tanctionary, and 


“Blisabeth Leach then went out to Lunch togethers 


* o ,. & Strtctity confidential, source having actess to the headquarters office 
of She Los Angeles County Somaunist Party, forniched a new'menberat assigonont card 
whith disclosed that Transfer #10627, covering Prnew Minton feon Washington, De Ge, 
wag received April. 12, 19446: the sens source femished official Commist Party 
Transfer Gard 70627, made out. to Brace inten, and disclosing he had bien 
transferred from the Communist Party ix Washington, Ue Gey to Eoliywood, Galifernia, 
where le was gosiened to Branch Ho of the Northwsst Section. ae 
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The original transfer card, whith 4s retained in tho files of the 


Les Angeles Fisld Division, fo datcd Varch 1, 1942, and 3s signed by H Searle, 


Secretarye 5. Searle is undsubtedly Diecbeth Searle, Secretary of subject's 
former unit in. Nashington, De Ge : 


On August 2, 1944, Special Acnt Pred 2. Hupuis obSainsd access in a - 
highly confidential manner to a complete list of the members of Branch H of ihe 
Horthwest Section of the Les Angeles County Communist Political Sasoctation, 


_ prepared by Kay Ruskin, Hembership Director of the Kerthuest Pranch, for ELizaboth 


Geach, Herthwest Section orgunicor. Tho List dndiested that Brace Winton and his 
wife, Enth Mekenney, 1427 North tines Read, were menberg of the Northwest Branchs 

___ On danuary 16, 1945, the records of Plizabeth Leach were made avallable - 
to Agents of the Los Ausslex Office In & confidenbisl manner atid disclosed that the 
Heanstens were transferred from Brandi H Of the Northwest Section of the Los i 
éngeles County Communist Political Association to the 59th Asseubly District, Com 
munist Political Association Club. Hinton's 1944 Communist Political, Association. 
menbership. card is numbered 44224 and that of bis wife Js numbered 44925. 


Additional Pvidence of Uoubershtn in the Cemumist Party and the Comymict. 
cai Assoctation eee EN Fee ee vs Ate es _ 


___ Among the correspondence and other effects stored by the Eransteng 
when they ieft Westport, Comectiout, and confidentially made available by . . 
Edward C. Cash, propriator ef the 0, G. Hash Yoving Company, Westoorh, Con- 
necticut, wag a form letter issued by the New York Stats Gomiites of the Com 
munist Party, dated Marci 26, 1937, urging that protests be Sent to lew York 
State Legislators to defeat several. measures introduced ty Assesblyzan Padsworch 


“b7D 


| _ Ronfidantial i official of she Gorngata Steck 
Coxporation, Pittsburgh, Ponnsylvania, Tumnished stformation on July 19, 1938, that 
‘the subject was a Commmnist Party member who attended the 10th National Convention 
of the Commmist Party. ; . : . 


ki The subject reviewed the hooky *lenovracy Workes,* by Arthur tarftiald 
Rayes in the “Dally Worker™ of March 29, 1939,° suring the course of which ‘he 


‘ adadited he waa 2 Commish. 


_in & Istter dated Hay 4, 1939) to Loulse Bransiew, his forasr wife, -Loc 
mide available by a strictly confidential, aourcé haying accass $e the hone of 


‘‘Loaiss Branstea, the subject stated, afhe question of life is a funda~- 


mental ont mith ne. As fundarontal as the decision J oncs mada to join the Com 


- munist Pariyeoesel know that ny political. views are correct and no matter how 


unpopular er unacceptable to most People, everttuelly XJ will ke prevan right’ and 
tie majority with enbrace my point of view. - eS 


Wes Julia ishen, owner of the preaises ab 107 Vest. 1th Street, Now 
York City, which the Branstens rented fora peried prior to sucust 1, 2939, has 
advised that Richard Branster was an avoved Gowmmist according te cther tenants 
in the building. 


[a Siac 


- Wieter Riowet, Raiter of the Her tesdor,* % fark isth 3B en Tew York 
asty, eonPidentiotly advised, thes there is no question thet Broce’ te is & mombex 
ef the Commalst Farbys Shia information was received denuary 14, 1951 


‘De. Roy G. Pierse of the Meron Clinic, atror,, thio, Stated gonfidentiatiy 
an X94t thet ho is an uncle of Ruth [SXemney and theb Rath etemiey aid her hushand, 


‘ Ficharad Brausten, ore acbive mesibers. of the Tommmnist forty. He staked that. Rath. 


*eKenucy is the author of “Industrial Valley™ and “gy Sister Eileen,” Ha stated 
Shek both Euth tekennsy and her hushand,, Rickard Dransten, ere very inbelitgent and 


heat while they have aduitted to bin in political arguments thet they ara members =| 


of the Communit Party, they would ha tos cautious to adeit ths feck to am owke 
sidere He stated that Ruth Hekemoy was. contributing 16% of her earnings ta the 
* and thet both Bhs and, me asi rage bad. actor pra ge of ingtrnetion 2 a 


The Bachniont surveltianeé an Goummist Party eieiauiasta. ‘Mashington,s 

De Gey Toroaled of arch. 7, 1942, thet abject questionad the mamer in which « | 
radio broadcast had heon handied and was told by Martin Chencey, Comuntist Party - 
pal onary, that he, Chancey,. was Gisappointed in. Brued Minton*s attitude and 


. tndjested thet tt was nek proper Tor « Commmist te ld with x Seueicns of * 
, Bie nabionat officlelts : |! 


; BR en: Executive Keoting af the Cocmnist Yarty held ak eo: Horth gets, 
Soreet, Chirsedy TiLinoisy Juma 9, 1942, Bon Davis, Negro Seorotary<Treasirey = 
af "Sreodon, of the Presa, m pisted, asong other things, according to the Militére: - 
intdlligonce Division, that * "one of our Warhington, reprasentativen™ had spdkex- 
with Archibeld tacheish of the Office pf Facts and. figures relative to. Hertin — 
Dies, Tho Wilitary tuteltigencs: Division advised that the Washington. representative 
newtioned was Icnowr to be Brute. Hinter, correspondent’ for “Kew assess” 


~~ 


The correspondence stored by the Sranstone at Hestports Connowtient, . 
and a proviously referred tg herein, conteins, an tndated. Istter from Evth Branstien to 
hex husband iri which she stated in perk thet in a pert of a letter he had written 
wherein lie was discussing hinself, he wes "a splendid Cormamist.” She stuted that 


_ BLS was, jusb learning to be a gdod Commish, thet he knew eo puch mire then she: 


ad, and thet he aoutld ‘teach. kets and she gowkd anes help hist TOM, 


Ese another’ un undated etter storsd son, @ the same worronponionde, Ruths 
“ten writing te her hasband, deseribes ox outline for a book which subject had 
@ugpested he -wovld write. In the letter Ruth eteted, "EF don?t Hike the last 
paragrash, Ib soutds too menly=niuthed md es Communists ate nlweys finding 


. beys to mivacolously say just whet we want then to say to clive us & convenient 


ending for picecss* She alsa stated that one Jim Keller bad sent hor a wire - 
asking har if he could have a parhy for tho Braustens, This letter wag contained 


du an envelope addressed to "druge Mintons tf/o din Rellery Communist Party, Head= 


quarbers, ay Buildings Corner of Eein and Horket, dren, Diios® 
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a arothds smdated totter by Tubk Peensken to ore nonteinad J in thy 
materiel stored wh Wonkoorks Sgrmestiont, Ruth Brensten spoke of a percent 3 whom 
she deserthes only as "Je. ™, ond "290,000,000 bucke north of elons snonze* Of - 
hin she states, “Years from now, after we have shot dr, snd Worle eo, and other 
hengets-gn ap * Sher; end yeu aré the Comtissar of People's Publieatiots and I an 
your dewted, Secretary (the Comiisear is very busy teday but x92 be gind to 
- Shake the hands oF “the delesetion fron the Gaotlyoar Yorkers, Rubber Factory), then 
ame wight you cam tic up your Tons witite beard ‘and take ties out fron Ail eS 
Sahensting rowilutionary Suties to write a Httle satire begining. thong, Jon 
ey We, the Bow Masses had only 26,000 ciroulation instesd of its piles 
#050, 000, we oditers vended money aug | BOeseast, ms and then we wEAt * vont the: 

. bhory of ore 


| tn sapthor. aalintod Jobter to dubjoct, Ruth whated, "Ye think aiihe 
ebonk ‘the Tundusonbel, things, the Party sid the woy to Live. dur Lives.” . This 
debtor Was elao contained anong the x hagas shored, =“ ee aa Comecticike 


afPivial ot Committ Roxby a ae 
to ‘the *Yatly Vorker™ for Bortl To, 193% shove wait Ah ie eohcern~ 


‘ dng & edlebreobion of dts fifth amivsciery to he held on Pay 20, 3959, dy the 
Rorcindt at teety of Yortviiie, Haw Yorks, The article stated that "« host of 


x 


, netiongl, siete, and county Ferly dignitaries have joined a Livt of sponsers Lor 


the overt, _ Thdy include Jenss ards, ‘nantbae of the Eetional Chimittess Tsrack 

, démter, Stabe thetvoiny Bile Reove “Lothar” Bloor, ef the National Committes: ahs 
Claranss Hetchaney Pditer wf the onity Worker" and a es gf the “ier ‘ 

Eeaaese™ ie — ; 


« - 


Hotionat Coriventions, Commizist 3 


: ' Subject attended the im  tabtonal Conve stion of sb: Party 
. held in 4958 aveording to. Confidential Inform: am an officiel - 
of the Cemegic Steak cea anan Pibtaburgh, Yeunsylvania. 


- Bruce Minter and Beth HeKenney, members of the Rorthwest Cink of 
the ve Augetes Lounky Soummmist Political Association, wers anong those 
tnyited to: attend ax guests the fires. botvenition of the Los Angeles County 

fomumist Politios® Association on September 24, 1944, ab cho Park Lanor 
Hotel, 2206 West 7th Street, Loe Angeles, Calitornine this dnformtion mas 
obtained through & technical surveillance maintained on Bax Silver, @. 
furctionary of the tos Angeles County Comunist aciotes dsancietion. 


Hedtin x et Pokiticat, Sorsax 


 Smong those in abtendanss at. ax enlarged seating of the Political | 

Borex. of the Communist Party held Sepienber 26, 2041, x%. . Stuyvesant’: Capito, 

_ $ud anit Sth Streets, Hex Youk (Liv, were Bruce Hinton and Ruth Tekenney, 
| &beording to information received Roveuee dy 2983, from the Wilitary 

Tatellincence Services. 


Hatzonal Committes, Sommamish 


An imiknown outside source fuentshed x & 23nk of delegates to the 
ea enlarged National Comite sessions of the Commish Party held at the ~ 
esant Casino, Sth Sirveet and 2nd Avenud, New York City, January 7y 5,. 
and 9, 14d, This in said te be the compLinbien ag shown Eu the vPficiak 
minutes, Sruee Minton, Sattar of “Mew Massex™ ond. de charge af Commish ~ 
Party work among Eederal, eniployeds, and Rubh iekenney, wife of Bente Menton, 
are Listed az delogabes: £zom, Meryland, 


Reekin 4 af the Goren st 


AER cee 


20 end. Commish Poiiticet Ansostation 


e Avcotding te the ped Ty Workor® oP April, 1959, subject was one. of 
+ 3% the. Comminta’ Party dipntteries acheduted to abtond the celebration of ths 

Sik Diniiversary of the Commanish Party of Yorkvilics Hew apie City, te dl 
held May: 20, 3039, at the Now York Lubor Touplo, 245 ee ; How 
York fity. tr Deteriber: 26, 1942, according + % 
aonPidential Negro infomeatt, a party wes given at the hous of Jewell Raxipues 
286% Galifornia Strest,, Hx Wes Weshingion, Ds. Gs Lox posible: rderuites: inks: 
the Cosmuniet Party, Hicherd Branston was the main. speaker, and stebed Ee 
was B nember of the Commniet Fatty of the United States of Aurion? thet he 
hoped, all these present would become Gomumisis, “and if aot, thet they would 
tay to Jearn as much ne possible abort the wervenpnt and anata in bolidiar 
® better dneri cts ; 


~ 3k = 


Dubjest sud his wlfo sbtended the Eticabeth Corley Biynn, mociing 
a& the Uationsk Press ink Auditorium, Wisbtart G.5 Ostebsr 3, 1925, 
Weis infornstion wax furniahed RRR a tonPidentiel informant 


of the Washington Ficld Offies. | Sagres 


A house warning ws held at Comuniet Ferby Headquerters, Bay 96k 
Street, Tag. Wathington, Dd. Bez ed February 27, 1944, for the purpose of b7D 
displaying thy nou dene im renovablns-the Perty afiices 
Aco ts a colored infornert of the % 
Fiold Offtes, the subject maa present ae the houso warming. - 


Enfornetion wey resolved fron tho tacdhnteal curvektlance on Eitgdbeth 
Leach, orgonizer of the Nortiheest Soction of the. Los Angeles County Comamist, 
Polteieal Assoeiation that 2 réguiar mosting of Branch H was. Ga bo held on 
as » WSdy BE subjestts renidenes an Ba8 Angeles 


Anothes nesting of Branch Hy aise knows an ‘the Sunset Club, wag 
held at the rosidenss of Brucé Hinton aid Path Uetenney, 1427 Kings Road,, 
ios Asretes, om Sugust 22, 3944, The fact that this meeting was schedulted 
Sac ascertained through the teshniodd surveliience on the residence of 
Biizebeth Leath, Surveillance by Speeial, Agonta Pred t. Duputs sud John 
Ry. Vidars established the Tack rast this mevtate was al 


Reoruiting — 


Ehe technical surveilloncs. aninbatned on. + Commntet Parby Headquarters 
at Washington, D. Gs discloged of February 8, 1945, that Harbin Chanciy, City 
Secretary of the Communist Party, advined Ruth Uekemney thab tonusideration, 
wag being given th awarding prizes for oulstanding woxkr in. the resraitiag 
drives. Chausey asked her if sie mould be willing te appear 2 parties arranged 
by various proups fo start the seoruiting deivs, and advised her that Brace 
and others wera going ta eppear ab least orios u week, He requested. her to 


teil: Richard, her Bee Viet he was expocked at a meeting on Sunday. 


Phe sex doures disclosed they on February 12, 4983, 2 . “Piriceines , 
Dougiass” xeeting wes held under the: auspices of the Commmint. Parby’. ae the 
Retiotel Prose Club Auditoriun in Weshington, D. & Several, days pricr to 
the necking Tartin Ghencey and Ruth Letennsy discussed pions for the meting. 
After ugrosing on the program Hr, Charitey requested hor to appear at partion 
ertanged by various groups te steet the redraiting drive, Isé i belleved that 
this referved ts 2 Notional, Reorukting Drive which wae inaugurated on Buy 22, 
Tey. in an abbeys to veeruft 50,000 menhers inte the Commnist Party thronghe 
wat the Untied States, Chancey atviced eth Motermey thet her rau hed 
giriady Agreed tc appear iid one necling per modi. 


On Byrd 6, 192 5, Herbin Chencey inquired of Ruth Eokeuney ad ta- 
whether che would be ‘able 36 attend tao mobitications om the Tbth tn‘ Baltimore. | 


_ Ho stated thet Bruce would speci: ak one while ahd spoke et the othor, Sho 


declined for the reasow that she hed « guest inthe hone, . This information 
‘was: wlea obtained through the tathnical sarveillanes on ‘the Commish Party 
Handquertors in: Vena De be 


aay 
a 


Y peeeeeesen =! the Uermumish Party moizbained ot Taakington, De fe 
% nd made avellobie im & wirlebly corfidentlal murmec, acne 
Solned a uotebion dated Iny 18, 3944, reading "toh Hatley « T think you, 
people nisteok  whaserack: ter soothing oles, Tf havé seca hin trite stu 
you tois me ang hanonbly don’ sco auything wredg. % think he an zefve and 
‘port af out Sees tie propo gonbeels, Of course £6 is. pasaible thet he would 
Ro Hovelwt in rimerk tems, Ganth-you obsorws hin for a Ubeie Songes before 
you cegiae, 2 dm politic to ask Broce Minkuwint be thinks abouk this-an be 
gave Bob to mey BREE tay te have thls opinion for you mexk wek,* 36 os 
believed thst theca remus wore cemnectad with the possibility of rayratting 
vue Bob Huvley tube the goomnish Party. 


iotration of Comminiat Posty Morbors 


_. _ Bhrengh tha misrophone anevellinies maintatued on the Commish 
Pexby Headquarters ab Veshington, De Go, Jack Eateolf was heard bo stake. 
abe mécbing of members of the toonandeh Parby, condgiming the registretion 
af senbers, that Ruth and Brace bad registered sale hdy 


¥ 


The game gouty dluclesed on Goteber 20, 1949. thab Jnass Hranedy 
Presiden: of the Comuniot Party for the Dintvles of Columbia, stated cb a. 
necting of Teaders of the Commist Party, congernixe the rogtatration of 
menbats, that, Srasa would "gob the 70,920," apparently Indiesting thot 
pabjest. would obtain tha xsegistration of menbers of the whtie cotter group 
‘of tha Gammmisk Farby, | 


Susteustios of Sianses =” ‘ j 


_ Ateosding bo the "Rally Worker #f Sentenber 4; 2901, iu ou article 
entitles "Srato Hinton to Pouch Clade ab Torkers Schook? the aubjock mas 
aehodpied te monduct a course “Anerlos Sluse the Mest Uorld Hers Au Anolysis 
of Sociel and Geoneiie Chonges in Gur Tine of the How York Yorkers School 
Haring the TAIL tomy, fas course wae to sonelst of ten Jentores to be Heid 
Sieh Tondoy cventing from 7708 to 2620 2,mag bopinning an Getobor 6, athe 
' Registration for the couyss‘tiag being tahkony gacerdizg te this artiste, © 
2% She Workers Schack, offices, 05 Tash 12h Shrooks room S0ly, Manhatten, How 
Mowks ih showlé'be apted that Giles eddvoss was ‘Cho location a? the Hatlonst 
affias af the Comeanket Party, U8ig end mot houtes the National officas of 
tho Gemminkss Politinal Assosiabions - re Seren pore 


a adxotioy article pertaining fo tha cane course $6 be taught by = “ 
subject sppenred, im the “paily Workes of Sentembox 50, 204%, im am ortleio 
aniiiled "Keop on. Your Thos ak Uorkers School.” ‘The arbicte pointed cut _ 
whab Drude Iieten; an editor of "ree tosses” and cowanthor wits dohn Stuerk: 
of "the Det Years end the Lean* could tonch » course im resent history 
“inopina. Bleee the Fiewk World arg da Amalyoic of Sosiel, and Ueonouto 
Changes in Guz time.* 2. eG 


: ES oe 


gee 173 
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S43841 hop 
Q@ mosbor af the Exseow siva Comittes of ths Sliecamy . 
Gounty, Cipiond, icone Party. and & eonPidentinl informans, stvised tn. 
“December, 1942, Roce — eivgabionsk idan meetings ef the Textile taik 
S€ the Communist Part tae G bold in Cuchoriond, Pogylend, devine Setdbex 

and Dovonkor, JAZ. Esch pre cen tas Jed by Braso Hinten of “ew Macaco®y 
‘wuose dncteuctiont congcendd dinkeotival and historical materinlisn vs 16 
peiated te the Comcumist’ Forty. AG ws meeting on Oebsber Lip 1042, Minton 
Seconsed the sagand frente Oz Eeveshor iy 1942, his. Jesse concerns 
istinisa. Om Teverbor 0; 2022, be Lestured concerning the war effork and the 
Aliiod offensive In ‘riod. On Toverber 16, he Salked. on the gole of the 
Commiist in the preeent strife, ot which ting he stated "£11 Party meubers 
showld, If nosessary, shed thois Zifets bided for the President and thiz 
country.” seoording to Vinten, hovevors,*then the Gime ds wipe te fight for 
Socieiien, tho Parby?s firhs GLE he for Gacialian and eben the time ic 

ripe for royeintion, the vevetubion sill be on the Party's ngonda.* He atated 
thet the proprami soncomiur Sosialicn and the revelation are + long way off. 
Ie Jemiaryy 1945, subjcek apparently wad inctraching a graup of carpenters. 
She tesimical surrsillend miivkeined on Commies Party Headquarters in - 
Rashizighon,, De Ge réveslod on dameary 4, 1943, the Carin Chancey talked te 
Rath Meterioy aad ator eongeatuiabing hex on the birt: of her baby, asked 

fox her buchoud Bickord, and stated thet: her husband bad proved te be a gost 
tenmsher, sud thet the _ sarpenbers diked bin vory’ mich. on canary 15, Ids, 
neenrdize te pohoienep cmambing fron the sono. sourge, Porbin Chances 
etviaad Julew eof the teshinebos Soopsrative Hoolk Shop thet "Druca™ 

had, boon ree neg oy group of. aarpentens end vould be out Zor &% souple of 
tichkeends that weoding 5 onegone ta pinclehit Lox List at Losso pettes, cma 
og Jomary 1h, 


* 


Five Stone Yorke Jounal Avorfoan® Ox. ease ie. 1988, ace thak 
Trice Minton, Vachingimm corrocpondent of “Kor Pasaes™ would be one of the © 
iesturers at Borkes oF Roebeess exinouneod, Ww the Workers School. 


“ An. aniomoan ont af eoatsed releaned. by = Sho Toskere School for tae 

‘Sintery eprixg ond Yel temas a. 1923, indieabed tat Brace Minton would be 
pne. of the leoturerg and vould "Seebures on %& History of Poxtnar fnericas” 
Aeteriive to thers ARGOS ONES, Piston anita ax 2880 OR. teks Fab Years 
end. She Teen 5 ‘ 

cs senate Pier Proaident af She Tachineton, Te e Conminteh 

Barty, wAammostoa aubjost fo take over the work Mardin Chansey had been. doing. 
4 shoaaké “be noted thet Ghayeny had boo aocrE dary of the Toshinctons D. G. 
Communic’ Porky wil inducted into the Arucd Portes. Subject exprasaed. 
willdexcons Gx tebe over She teaching of claccas abouwk danuary 2B, bu Indi~ 
ested he Seukd bo Teovias Vatneton - ix Yay ond that Me wite oka be 
towing xt % shark thie, The PRsaptes Torta’ published in fen Francisco, 
Calsrormia, uutalnoil im ita duly 1S, 2%, domo, 2 sbory capbionad hos 
_ Angolex Greugd Shudy Tcherun™ ix whats 2% stobed theb the popular intergst 
ie Best Deomlosts hagh: *ehovoretias roth in Posse cud the® bad been so crack 
ak aany coctmml ty Givha ond ofher stganlenhions an bes fagelos vers conducting 
A sowies pt Powe Jestuses on Sho Boole, and thet the torkera Sehool of Ion 
Augolos weg supplyins the sposkexs whe could inciuds, omeng vthers, Bruce 
Minton of “Hex agoes.” 


; = otuficential Informant, advined that 
“hie : Es oF on “Teheran: Our Path in Tar and Pesca*™ 
sponsored Soinbly i ‘tha i setiske Uomummist fiub and the Echo Fexic Commas 
Giub, as held at the oho Pais Woments Gluby 1004 Boho Pate Svenue, IOs | 
Angoles, California, on Augask 7, 1944, Bruce iinton was the principal 
@poakox and spoke on the topic "& Rew America in a Hex Wovtd.® 166 paspie 
attended the meting. 


in Ostobor Pig 1944, the ‘peoples orld” stated. thes ay Intensives 


. eoutse on the evononic and political history of the United States during the 


past teo decades, would be giver: ph the Peoples Educationsl Canter, 1727 Yorth 
Vine: Street; Los Angéles,. on. October Sth, The dourss war to consist of twelve 
Sharsday evening sessions te be cqndacted by Bruce Minton, Vest Coast’ Editor 
ef "Hew Masses.” Jmoug the subjects to be covered by the. dizcussiont, | : 
avcording to the "Peopies World® vere an, exenination ef the economic develop 
mont of Amprica betscer the tuo great werag the economic trivis and its | 
Amplications; and a re-araluation of the ficst and second New Deal, Administrations 
and the integration of the third Administration with the first two. Elizabeth = 


‘ $each, orgenizér of the Horthuest Section of the Los Angeles County CPh, 


mentioned, subject as one why would possibly assiat wuliea Sandy, Educational 
Director of the tod Angelos Geunty Commmist Politics Axscciation, in the, 


_ helsing of leckure lesata, according te Infornation obtained throng the: 


technical survellianse ox aaeane teach. 
dk meotizne abtendsd by dens. Howard, fie Remoantat Farky 


_ Panstionary in thy motion picture industry; Xonneth Hoverd, John Btubex and 
 . Brace. Minton, was held ab Hinton's thous, 254 North Bristol Avene, Vest -. 


| foe Angeles, on March 27, 1945, ta formuiute plans for a four session. 


* 


dnstituie ak the Peoples Educational: Center in Los Angelor. This taboiate 
tion wan obbained through the bechni¢al. pmicaeh Taran ee ort the 
repldencs oF Sob Howard, Lavcom. ame Se 


“ 


mhe “pryspentus® oft. the. pouptes Biueetionel sanitary E08. sm Angeles, 


Por — Springs term,’ 1945, lists Brace Hinbou as a menber af the Poowkty 


end Purnishes the following biogvaphics’, data regarding hing "A, Es. Harvard; 
Editor of "Kew Masses? wagdeing, LO340L96g BSOSQuL OAM LOets Washington Editor, 

APaLaths ab present Vest: Const Editors: Anthor of ‘Hon The tesa Lebort and 
"the Fat Yours dnd the, teen? in collaboration with John Stuart. Welter of 


. Sereekt griginnle with Guth. efenney. Taught ab How Yor School League ef 


dmorican Webters.® According to Gary Lynton Cain, = confidentisl informant, 
‘ho Los Auigeles Workers School, which was operated by the Commish Paiitient 


. Assotiabion, mas dissalved in Jemary, 1845, sftex hewing ‘been In oporabion, 


for six yoard testhing Marsist subjects to members of the Commish. Pa 

and to mebers ofthe Gormmist Political Acsovtation, Subsequent to ‘the 
diacolution of this school 1% was decided thet anti~Pasoiut instructions would 
bs given by the Peoples Bducatiens]. Gonter mainininine tes athools iu fos 7 
angeles. and Holiyniacd respostively. dn advance cohook for seleoted stadents. 


wee alad. to be maintained wt Commish Parky Eeadquartors in Eos Augelor. 


o 


— 
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Elections 


o _ prhes Hinton, wis roferrad to as 2 member of thé Comittee of ? 
Liberate for Amter in the "Dally Yorker" of Hetober 21, 1936. ‘the issue of 
the same publication fox Getober 26, 1856, stated that vinton had endorsed 
the candidssy of Israel Suter for Prosident of the Board of Aldemen of the 
City of How York, A Jebterhead of "She Gomittes of Professional Groups for 
Havl Bronder and James Wy Ford” dated Septenber 22, 1996, Fisted the neme 

of Brace Kinton ee » menber of the Committees 


the “Delly Worker™ of February 16; 1021, announced « “Liberty Ball" 
te cocmnemprate Tighingtonts Birthday, which mas to be held on February Bee 

by the Progressive Coulnittes to Bebaild the Auerican tabor Party. The Ball 

Sa anounced by «. “Coumbites of Actors, Artiste, Editors, Musivians, - 

froteasionais and Writers, Supporting Progressive Political Action.” The 

Gommittes asserted that the duerican Labor per had. pokled, neariy. 500,000 

wotes in the previous election and stoted “kerioats: hope Lies in ‘ths 

building of a Third Party of the Feople.* Brae Minton yew Listed us ona. 

of the spontor. . oo. 


Propaganda. - oe . . | 

we AS praviously Indicated te. and tire. Richard Brousten moved feo 

foster’, Contectiort to Washington, De Gx dariuy thé Jetier park of - : 
Sotobers, 19h, ab which tice they stored approninately siztecn cartons of. 
sorrespontence. and heols which were made available for photographing by te, 

‘Riwerd Gs Bashy proprictor of B. Cs Hash loving Gompany, Vestpnri, Sormoctiout, - 


Encluiled aciong the effeiia stored. wet. nunérous iocacd. of the mepexing | 


: = aarie 


“the Communist", sumorous bound volumes’ of "tea Fassen®, varloug publications |. 


carat 


by Earl Srowdex,. “Seven Bed Sons” by Reymorid Senders a cony off tha mew Soviet 


Constitution published in 1836 by Inkernationsl Publishing Comperiyy 
paonphlet "Yonge of the people” waink Srelndad words and music So "Tha |. 
iuteriationales “Conintern™ and "the Peincy Strike Sage.™’ Also included. 
More Several original manuscripts by Proce Minton to which more Asteilet . 
‘weforence will bé nade cheewhere Sn this nexoramian — PS eeo ae 


a ce 


'. ._ $n Rovenker TL, 2941, Beute Minter, Boom 220, S48 Sennsylvania: 
Awemits. Ns Wea requested thet the Soviet Rubassy send hia the Soviek — 
information Dulletin ani a enpy of Stalin's spesch, ‘the person to whos | 
he spoke eh the Babassy stated thet this would be donc, this infomation 
wae obloined through the highly confidential tedhntoal surveillance ab 
the Rngsion Ibassys - oe a See 


|) Bertin. Cheucssy duguived of Ruth Vellemney om Oetsbex 20, 1942, ax 
ta hem he could get inbo woninc® with cubject, inamuch ag “tha orcontzajion 
mae planning a. Soviel duniveryesy meeting on Neverber 3, 2942, and destrad 
ta have’ a pamphios prepared whieh sould sorre the twosfold purpose off 


brogran aud amneursensnl ax te wheb the Soviet Union seams to snerdene 


=e . . . 2 a 99384 4 
Aocording s to. he Sechntent sairyollleued on tomanict Forty 
imaaecocee: bikes Vashingkon, De Cy, Rat ibtenney advined Shereey te fry te. 
| ~dovate subjeat at bis office and informed hin that she verld writs tic 
peupbiet for him iu tase he could rot get In touch mith hér husbond. 
Thile the Bronstins resided on Bi Hopted Bond 2 Rax' Vestgort, fumuotiont,, _ 
7 he , eookved the “polly Vorker™ along with vertein inter pablications, 
secording to Henry % Codeys % REL erricr ak ce ‘thy furnished the 
information in sonfid CHU. 


‘ hss aubsoription Hist of the Daf Fy Hore * at Farhington, De Ce 

_ reflects that Brace linton, tom 220, 945 Pouisylyenia Syenue, I Weg Was 

a & subzeriber to the “Snily Worker,” his subserintion expiring Pebraary Ié,. . 

EDS. Access to the sah dist eel obtained acd ee A. 
ness, ; 


ish Clvtt fase 


s & statenont. issued ty the Learue of Imortean, miedbers, 165 ~ sth 
_ Avenues, stow York: City, wis published in the “Paliy Vorker™ of Sentexber Ly. 
A986, ‘She stabanent charged that the Avorican presoy. ae a Tole, had pe. 
. Presented a. completely fsine arid nisteading pivturs of the. riiitary resi 
°- in Spain, Ib us asserted thet the Atorican press had boon cotsistontly — 
| unfair to the Spinish people and thoie elected, Rovernuntttie Bruce thuten 
Wes ome of tha signers of the x onan ~ 


TS has. previcasly best Sndteated eb the. subject was Sn Soain - 
during the Spantsh Civil War Por She purpose of soLiceting iefornatton 
fer publication, On August 8, 29 SRT 6 he sao issned: Tnited Stabés Passport — 
faseses. tn obtaining the passport he stated he tetendsd to eave New oul, 
. Suga 29, 2087, koe det-as = mows correspondent for the Tiles, Ghia "Raity 
_ Simes™ ix Spain aud Frates, The files of the le Reparizens contedn ar - 
' ePidavit by dasnes I, Wick, ISG Tags AGG Street, New Yor Site, sitinr . 

. theb he was efiter oe #ho Biles, shia “Wettig nmes™ and thet he had Beonaten 
and Barty Finogoré, wider conkract to corer tic nets én Spon Por bin. Tits. 
Sideey Follatsek, editor of "chobo-Uietory” and Richord Storrs Childs, 

. President of ibdern. Ape Boeke x divested Totiors to tha State Deparkuent: in, 
 - Gwky, 1637, stating thea m ERAEEE ma ‘a8 Babies wateried in aoc fox 
puLtioe: milo, ~~ 

‘ we coboptnt shored aoe tha Fi meen ab prem eet 
at the tire they departed fer’ Tashinrton, Ds Gin cottained « letter fron. 

"Ere, Bebinger, & tober Pron Kodera, Age Pooley, 2 dekher fron domes Le Tek 

ete am % identification ¢ card dabed ae Yalonsidg © pens 


the Jettox weltter 3 oy Bye Hitingos 0 @ Colmbia Peteros baeday: Pe 
25 = 7th Aveunc,’ Der Yoxls City, mas. dated auly 8. 3937, end addressed "fa 
Won it Kay Commer.” The tirkter atated that Richard Sraucton and dol 
| Boars had beon assigned te gather acorerig riatorial in dhe goemich Tar 
_Breag and requested ali agensies and Individusis to oxtend whateva: courtogios. 
mere notessary % award, this work, The letter from Pedern Age Book mas 2 Lora 


Ses 


@ 


93385 


detter addressed “to thon £6 Vay Concern® and signed ichard Storrs Childs, 

President, end Louis PB. Birk, Editor, uddern Age Book#, Inc.y TSS Bast 44th 

Street, New York City. The ietisr state’, that Brensten wes under contract 

ii Hodern fee Roti, Int., £6 collect nateorial and mrite & hocks on, caaa 
Spain ° 


. Phe Letter from Jance te . Wet, Publishes of the: "Hiles Dally 
Finca” wax addressed “To thon it May Concorn™ deted August 16, 1987, and 
stated that the bearer, Richard Brometen, had been assigned to dispatch  < 
Mewes and features articies fron Spain to Wiekts neaspaper and thet. Brenateny, 
juintiy with He. Hatry Winegard sil] send teyartiel veporta.* fhe identie 
fication card previously refervad to. was dated ak Yelemoia, Spedsiy. 

Gytobex 2, 4987, There were alec additgoral cards dated ab the game plese 
Qctober 14th and Getober 21, 1937, The League of Anerican Writers published - 
. _peaphiet entitied “Writers fake Sides” in Hey, 1958. Photostati« oe 
i tie: pamphlet are dveliable inthe Pile, The Fenphiie’ cinkeins short 
dearly of the views of numerots weiters with referenze to tha Spanish 
Civil Vex, the atatemenk atirthuted to Bintan ta to the effent thet every. 
Pausiet wictory fumishes praat power to the war makers and undernines alt 
democracy. Minton stated thai sympetiy for the Spanish poople was tok. 
. Shough, sid thet the Anértcen Neubratity Act permitted. Vesela’ agarestors 
to. sbtain wer materials in this country while cutting off the yiekina. 
He advocated imiedleke passige of thi OMWontell BLLL which he asserted 
wousd help the Spanteh people Refend ° iad densaracys ; 


Misceliancous, 


. Broa Pintor, was. one 5 of the signers of sh Yoseow ‘geiiele ie 
Statenent by Anépican Progressives" thich was published on Pay .3, 195d, © 
in “How Hansos™ and which defended the abbiiude of the atau Roteragan 
dn relation te the sotal led Hoscow Trialy. 


ceo 


Ascording to information goteived, fron et ‘ghkviown outside , SOUR 
Richard Bransien and tuonty-Pive premition: Aueriten editors and ariters 
headed by De, Charles A. Beard, histerivs: De, Barion Bdwerds Park, President. 
of Bryn Hawr College, and Dr. Mary B. Woolley, President of Mount  Bolysice 
Collero,. signed en open Iebter to Congress requesting defeat of the proposed, 
%o transfer the tenierabion and Eatoralizetion Service from the Deparicent 
of Labor to the Department of Justice. The signers gomtended the transfer 
woud be duncertus and uuecessary and tiould contradict the Anericanx policy | 
WIth, rospes - to immigrants, The Tetior pointed out thet the. Deparinent of 
duatice wan reiponsible for ‘the *Psluer Raida of E920" and thet there was, 
ae sere thet there would be xo. repebliion: -of these raide, 


~.&, Tek of perbotis stigniaz & totter directed Eo Govertio# Olson of 
Gelivomia, pebitioning hic ta frog Sam Derey,.« Communist oxtradived te 
falifornix to, face proseaubion fox porjury, wae published in the “Daity 
Worker™ of Degerber 15, 19450 


= BL 


- donsked to the Russian tar Relieg at a Nadisen Squars Gerdex Raliy ‘ta be. 


" ‘Winton advaneiap the reasons for the exeaution of Hendrik Ehrlich and Victor 


| othe Redebaitine press lad printed inforuabion only from this sources. The 


figures who lad been misled. The ayticle ubated "Lt to disraption sprond 


. proniaed cuppork by Brose Minton, editor of "How Tasses™, atcording to the 
' the a caupaipn slated te be given Putt fomsentst, Farty backing was eniictiig 
“: HageeBridees, Horeis Childs, Communist Party State Secretary for T1tineis 


| and Indisna, stated, according ty the Military Intelligenss Services thab 
. ‘Zhe Commish Party Polbiies) Bureau hod the usaurance of the Feriyts - 


Zeer Known as the Habionsl ‘fomnittes Pox Peoplos Rights. ’. 


Asserdbed 25 “An Srganizabion of parsons whe ara interested tn the maintonnnde 
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& Sevewekh party in honor ef Piliiect Dodd, drs, tho tas Leaving 
for the Zoviet Union, was given in Oobober, 1942, tim Now Yori. According  - 
to confidential foforisnt __lof tho Exseutive foumiiites. 
of the fith Agsonbly Dictrict Giub, Comamist Tolition? Association, Ree 
‘York tity,’ sdetzsion ‘sus $1.00 per person and Alt procosds were to bo 


° 


neny prominent Cormunisty, duoluding Brice Linton, like Quinn, Dawa Greeny. 
Ret Davia, J, Willion Picks and Vex Yerpen. Bruce 2 ton, Heshingten 
Riitor of ow tasses™, was-iné of the simnera of “a mesusse ta the Bacco 
af Represontetives” in Jaruary, 1O49, sponsored by the Nations! Federation | 
Zor Coustitutional Libériies and denmdine sholition of the. Dies Comittes, 


held Ustober 27, L981, The informant adzived that emu the gests vers < 


aocordiug to 2 copy of the metsige avalleble in the files, 
On Larch $0, 1948, “Sew Lesson printed at arbicle by Bruce - 


Alter, Polish Soclel Penocrats, by the Soviel Goverment’ In Docenker, 1942, 
the article stated that. the fasts contorning Sirlich and <lter wore timer 
it Washingtor, bub had bem, secured only from the Polish Exbassy, and that 
article continued that most of the agitation against the executions bad 
come from professional Sovietessters, « fer Whermis, and « fow labor 


by profersiousl Soviet baiterd at a oritical momen’ in the war aud Anorican, 
history. It is deliberate disruption chararteriged by an attenph to puppres® 
the trath.* ° i ; ee ae 
ea 3 campaign. to howe President Roosevelt “pardon Horry Bridves was 
Hilitery Intslligense Sarvics< A confidential repart fram thek agerioy states 


the broadest: possible. sipport for a. plex ta Presidént Boosevels ts. portent 


Washington sorrespondents Adam Lapin of the "Belly Torker® an? Bruvs Tinton 
editor of “How Iisres.* Re Sieg Ge Se 6 ae. akg 


tasers os omen opemzarrors 


Yatlonsl Comittee or the Defense of Politics! Héiconera,. 
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Jodeph Si Gslilsrs testified before the Zo Folletta Comnitbhee 4 


Weshington, D, Cry on demary 14, 1937) kok ho wes the Southern Representohiva 


of the National Uemnittes for the Defense of Politics], Prisoners, hich he 
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. of civil rights, in the Interest of maintaining desopratie poverncent, in 

maintaining such conditions which will prevent political inpriconmments and 
not having any persons who are arrested becauso of their opinions or their 
economic situations or thair econosie stragglea, race,. religion and for 
various. other such reasons. Bruce Minton tas listed as 4 menber of the 
ational Committee for the Lefense of Political Prisoners... 


la confidential i b % icaso Ti b7D 
informed I ao bruce fanaa aoe ee ‘of She neers Be eas a 

tor the Defense of Folitical Prisoners, also inom as the National Comittee 

for Peoples Rights. He stated that the National Committeo for the Defensa ~ 

_ Of Political Prisoners was formed in 1931 as an outgronth of the Commnist 
Comittee for the Defense of Southern Folitieal Prisoners. . 


& photostatic copy of the letterhead of the National Committee fox 
Peoples Rights, formerly the National Comittee for the Defense of Political 
Prisoners, as of December 3,. 1938, reflects that Bruce Minton is listed ag 
a menber of the Committee. dohn Howard Lawson tas listed as troacurars 
Rockwell Kent as Chairman and Joseph S. Gelders as Southern Representative. 


In Septenber, 1939, information was received fron Mr. F. He Ackerman, 
Inspector in Charge of the Post Office at Atlanta, Georgla, that the name of 
Bruce linten appeared on a list of names of members of the National Comuittee 
- for Peoples Rights, formerly known as the National Committees for the Defense 
of Political Prisoners, “ ; 

Trash recovered from office space vacated by the National Comittee 
for Peoples Eights indicated that in April, 19h], Bruce Minton was listed 
, @S a member of the Habional Comilttee for Peoples Rights in or near New York 
Gity, who was sligible for election to the Exeeutive Commitiee. In 19h2 the 
purpose of this organization was stated to bs te defend persons prosecuted 
on charges basically political and economic In natura, and to defend victins 
of Fascien and the fight agains$ Riscisn. . 7 : 


international Labor Defense 


. “the letterhead of the International Labor Defense as of Jane 26, 1938, . 
listed Vito Hareantonio as 4 National. President and Willian L. Pabterson as first 
Vice Fresident. Brace Hinton was listed asa meaber of the National Advisory 
Hoard on a printed list attached to the letterhead. Fhotostatic copies of the 

_ Jebberhead and the printed list are available in the files. Walter 5. Steele of 
the "National Republic® and Chairman of the American Coalition Comittes on 
Yational Security testified befors the Dies Committee and stated that Bruce iinton 
was a nouber of the National Advisory Board of the International Labor Defense 
as of duty 12, 1938. YVolune 10 of the House Comiltics Investigating m-imerican 
Activities reflects on page 5962 that Benjamin Citlony former Execubive Secretary 
of the Commnist Farty, USA, appeared before the Comitteeon Tuesday, October 17, 
1939, He testified he was one of the original founders of the-international..-- ~~ 
Labor Defense in 1925, and was a member of its jeading Comittee from 1925 bo 1929» 

and that the original tational Comuittes was dominated by Commmists. He stated 
that among the prominent Communists on the National Committee were Benjamin Davis, 
Robert Linor, Rockwell Kent and Bruce Minton. 
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Teneo of Juorlcan Yebbors 


Kecording to infercation reesived fron ot umidentified rouren, tho 
Teague of Ameriean Uritersy 352 fourth Avenue, Naw York City, was establichsd 
&G tho Gougress of Anerican Revolutionary Uribers a& New York City on _ 
April eh to 27, 1935. Sigrers of the enld for tho initial cougréss included | 
such known Communists ag Dark Drowlor, Clarence Hathatisy, ond Alexander trachten- 
berg. Among ita aims and purposes was that of onlishing writers in all parts 
of the Unkied Statas iu a metlons] sultersl orgunisation for poace and demneracy 
aud against Faselon ami reaction. Turing 19k, the Vatlonal Board Eexbors 
. ansinded fubh Cefermoey and Erned Linteny Easton Koad, Veebports Counectionts 
4. theooepage alveular tas secelyed by the Burcau from Courtney REloy Gcoper 
om June 6, 1939 ihe clrevlor mas a "call to the Third Anorivan Welters Congress" 
to bo hold In New York Clty, June 2, 3 and kh, 1939. Ib urged all writers to 
apply for isekorship in the congrens and Indicated that onc of tha topies to 
be discucsed at tha congress mao "Cooperation of thie Counkry with Other 
Hationg and Peoples Opposed to. Paeciem ~ Including the Soviet Talon, xhich 
hae beem the wast sonsleten’s defender of peace. “One of the eighty indtviduats 
Signing the ealt was Druea Minton, a 


Fao Chicago “Harald Axerlean’ contained an article devted at New 
York: om duno 9, Illy entitiod "ed Series Cheer Mir Sprikere’ which contained, 
the foltoving otabommbs Witndag frac to the Commmist Party line, the Ked= 
duninated Fourth Avorican Weltens Congress cama to o close ab the Rotel 
Gomupdore Last nitht by rushing through a taco of recolubiong condoning 
defence stetkes and condeaning tattacks! ea Hayry Bridges, Wout Goash Labor 
apltaters™ Areng those elected to tha Uationsl, beeeative Foard of the Congress. 
were Ruth NeKemoy and Bruce inten. 


The TitSh Congress of the League af Amenitan Uelters was scheduled 
to be held on Sopbesboar 17 ta Wy 19k3, in Hollyvood, talifomia, ux rs 
Butplosa of the Holiycesd Welters Hobs zation “aecording ta b7D 
#& confidential informant ani former meuber of the Commmist Tarty In Log 
Angeles. Among these signing the cali for the Bifth Congress wore many Communist 
Party ling tollexers, including Bruce Hinton and Ruth felemey, — 


Amoriean Penta Mebiiicssion 


Beuee Pinten and Ruth NeLomoey wore aronp the andersors ofa 2akh 
to the Aceriean Peoplots Uaching tor Feace te be held In New York City April 
Sand 6, ih. Whe ek vag issued oy the Arte Division of the Anorican 
Feaes Mobilixvebion. The "Dadly Vorker,* In announcing the call, stated that 
seoxrds of colebriticos in the arts warned that participation in tho var would 


wo Dh we 


sevoxoly chdauger no, free. knerican talturse. 


Schap pes Bofense Comnlt-tec 


A List of sponsors for the Echappes Befense Corabtics secelved Tron 
im unidentified souree contains “the name of Bruse Minton. Thin esmltica 
yas fovned to miing fonds ond help defend Eortis UV. Sehappes, former inctructer 
at the Gliy College ef Mew York, tho ma pressentsd for ponjary ctmalttes dering 
an inquiry inte Comamien tu cducctlens: institutions in Her York State and 
nenbonecd to olghteen to tuentyfour months In prison. 


Yashineton Pook Shop 


Tha records of the Washington Beol: Slop, Washington, D. Sey nensas 
to whieh tas obtained in a highiy confidential manner, Gselosed that Brace 
Hinton, 2959 Newark Stroot, Noxwthwast, appeared on tho manberchin list of the 
Washington Esok Shop vith tho expiration date ef Uovenker 335 ht. The 
expiration date does not nevessaxlly indicate that the menborship han expired. 


SELECHES . 
Coscunist Party and Commish Political, Association 


Among the materiak shored by the Rranstous ab Vestport, Conneskins, 
when they left that alty and wade ovallable by Eivard 0, Mash, proprietor of 
the B,. G, Nash Moving Gosnany, Westport, Comectiout, vas a Letter te subjoob 
fron Granville Hieks, 2263 Burdett, Troy, New York, in which Hicke sbateds 


- Bonetins aro, I promiecd the sonbion oxganiver that IT would gat up a mooting 


the next time Twenk to Wc. the section is very poor umd there ie no 


_ ‘ghanes of raising mech monoy around here, I hava therdfore promised to oped 


dona 17, and havo gob. dohn Howard Lavson to speak. I tank you to Join ns esse 
in view of ug xolenec, free mpeceh do the obvious thee ows You WELL talc en 
halifornia,? 


- Fhe Office of Naval Intelitcence advised on Nopmubor 20, 193%, that, 
Anformxtion hid. boon xeteived fron a soaxea of unlmou reliability indicating | 
that Druca Minten had spolten ageinot fartin Dies in Fhiindelphia under tho 


sponcorship of the Comminist Party. 


tho ‘Qally Vorker of April 13, 190, in an articio sapbloned 
wPhiladdiphia Antielies Ealiiy te Hear Boted Authors," shated that Nuth Kekomoar 
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ta 


tei Bruce Minter, ationg ethos, would pois ab a mage tecting da Teun Halt, 
Paliaddiphia, Pomiegivanda, on Aprld Uh, 290, Im protest apoimal the Mes 
Semiitcats wneonshiinbional wolds ang seloures of material frem the Cammmist 
foxty and tho Internabien Verkers Grdor offieon ab Philadelphia. 


Maviin Chansey, GLiy Seerctary of the Commaint Party, Vachingion, 
D, Cop price to hie induction inte the Arusd Ipreds, advined "Nath that 
bo kad teakked $9 "rung" ond the datter did not appoar te be imtorented in 
rottias eoy talc. Eat steted she was cure that ho would de 1% ond thet she 
wmawld talk to him. Shia infernntion vas oceured through the technical 
earvetlianse on Cemmmist Fariy Headquartera at Vachingten, D, t. 


Ou April 23, phe, tertin Chaneoy' ond subject discussed a Iuacheon 
they were aenagine Yor the ieblader Saburdsy ond a nesting for tho following 
Hight oud 1% waa verified that fon Dorey, BITL Taylor, Plisabeth Ourley Riynn 
and the cubjcek would oocals on the Browder case. According to the tochnical 
purvcilionrs of Caucumlas Perky Ecadquvartora in Vechington, By O,, bho endjoct 
arwcod to spot ay tho topline, "Mar Poy and What 2% Means to Labors™ The 
tie tocheinnl guryollllance Gicelhossd that tn Apri, Ihe, Usrtin Chancay 
dicsuused with Lary Ginsberg o-Gectemist meeting whieh was ta ba held on 
hpvil,. 30, 19k2, at which Benes Tinton was. to ba the leading tpeaker. Tary 
Glocbors renortedly eed ona handred tickets for this necting. 


_ & vrerenioy avaliable tn. the Hleos disclosed that tha Comuniat 
’ Parby,. 227 iiinth Steeob, Nerthrent, Vachington, B. G., aivertised an Sepon 
a gesont front sey and tay Dey eolobration® for April, 20, 1942, oj the _ 
Hatlonal, froas Auditorium. The spedkero Licbed in this elrsulsr tore Eanach 
Tnvew, Scovetary of the Communist Party of Pemaoylvania, Brace Dinton, "New 
.Eances Varhlngteu correspondent, end Wiliam Doylory Uegro leader and Chaine 
ma of the Coumniss Pari of Maryland. , 


fpooial Asowte Btorhenx A. Sotth and Mickuel dosoph Connolly attended 
the mactine ab the Eetlennl Press Club on Aoril 30, 192. Bruce inten spoke: 
omd verned desinc$ sieth colummiste. Ha shated ho wis proud that "kar lassea” 
hed taker notion aminab the Cliveden Set. He Jolkiusly referrod te the million 
dollar suit pending acinus’ Slew Mesces® Lor Libel, In conneatlon with the 
orbirlios in thvt poblisation on the Ghiveden Sate Other Speakers wore Eamacl 
Tarsy, Tikides 6. foyer and Martin Ghancey, who presided ac chalraa. 


On dprid 3, 19h3, according to the technieceL sorvellianee on Kartin 
chinecay ond bis wite, Sodio sekelove, Tashingten, Ue Gey subject aiviced 
Chansoy that ha wos to speak that alght bat did not know there. Chance sugeested 
Shab he contact Som einstein ox Hyman Colodny who would be able to toll hins 


A mimtonvaphed mossage addvessed "fear Cenrade", which zeferrad to 
& spocidh moching of tha Clty fonaell, of the Vashington, Dy Cvs Communist Parby 
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holdcm Pridoy, Jana 23, 193, at oocs Halt, vas Aumishod > PID 
a confidential inforamnt and notbor ef the cexmunieh Fariy 
aid oF the Clty Cauneiis The moving was deseribed on an anniversary 


eonforcues concerning tie “Dally Uoxker." Conrad Adan Lapin, Washington 
eorrespondent for tha "Vorker,” mmo schoddled ta speak. Actording te the 
confidential informant, Lapin did not appear ab. the meeting and his place 
Was taken by Bruce linten. Minton uirossed the isporbance of reading the 
"Rally Yorker? and stated it was Yar suparier ta other papers and presented 
the point of view of the como: people. The techies surveillance dn . 
Commmist Party hoadquartors in Tashingten disclosed on dens 294 1943, that. 
on mnidenti fied man stated that Bruce Minton had given on oxecilent talk 
on the benefits of reading the Worker. 


. On duly 21, 19h3, subjcet made an appaintnont with Jens be Branen 
to review some material which he bad rend and Liked. On the following day, _ 
Emommel Levin, who succeeded Martin, Chancoy ag Olty Secrotary of the Comunies 
Party, waa advised that subject would moet with hin concerning the writing 

of a radio program. Levin subsequently stated that subject vould take part 
in this progran which jas heard ovor Station WINK on Aumst 1, 19b3. Exanuel 
Levin contactod Ruth Kelenney on duly 26, 1943, and informed her that a 
stencil waa being made of her seript referring to a radio dranebination she 
had written of Earl Browderts bool "Vietory and After for a radio program to 
be cponsered by the Cosmmiat Forty of the District of Columbia on August Ly 
2943, Bruce linton was scheduled to speals in connection with tha breadesab. 
The Zoregolug information was received through the technical. surveillance on 
tho Communist Party Headguertorn at Tachingkon, Dy Ge 


Throush the technical curyelliunca en farhin thanesy and hie wife, 
fadic Sokelove, 1 was Learned on duly 28, 1943, that subjcet would be the 
narrater om the radle progtam b¢ te heard aver UIUK om August 1, 19h3. Kormon 
Recd, Program Divcator, confidentially advised that tho Gomuiist Forty of 
tho District of Colubbis. made a. fittoon minute broadeast. of a xedio seript 
apLiten by Tinth Melony of Zarl Erowderts book Victory and Aftor’ on 

Aucuot 1, 1943, over JX, Brueo inten tac heard ag-the marrater and Doxey 
Wilkerson as the volec of Hark Browdow, — ; 


An unimown, san advieed Jameg Branca, Ciiy Chairman of the Vashington, 
De Coy Comnmios Party, ab 3255 pom. om August 7, I9k3, according to the 
techaleal survellianea on Conmmnish Party Ucadquartera, that a group was 
tanted to brondtast im Ealtinore om the following tharsday. ‘Incedlatecly 
thorenfter, Branca sontactsd subject and farmiahed hin wlth this information, 
Subject stated that ha would mot be able to participate as he mas leaving 

tom the next tick. According to tho came soured, Taamiclh Levin talked to 
Domgy Wibercon on August 11, 1943, and informed him ho had bean trying to 
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get in touch with subject and that “theirt attemey (apparently the attorasy - 
for a radio station} objected to the use of tho transeript and mused to 
elininate all references to lartin Tos. Levin told Wilkerson ho could get 
in toneh with subjest ob 2239 Newark: Streot, Horlimest, Wilkerson stated he 
tauld toke an ahtormey ta Paltinors that day te tall: to “their” attorney and 
that if “sheir attorney nould not allow a transcript, Lt would bs necessary 
te got a wast tosether, : 


On August 12, 1913, a broadest in the form of a playlet dranatizing 
portions of Darl Brovderts "Victory and After’ was given over Station Wer in 
Baltimore, Uarylendy fron 20215 to 10330 pecs Faymont for tha fiteen minute 
interval was made by the Consuniat arty of Taltimore. The séxlpt was written 
by Rath Uckonney ond the cast consisted of Exrude Minton of "Newt Casses,* Jamag 
Brened, Chairuan of the Cormunist Party, Washington, D. Cs, Roxie tiikersen, 
View Ghaixvman of District 3h af the Commish Barty and others. At the 
contlusion of the presram, Li was announced that "Vietory and After? esuld 
be obtained by addressing a Tetter containing ten conts to the Gonmunisb 
Farty of Baltimore, 2OL Voot. franklin Street. fhe source of the Information 


gob ou dn this paragraph is not identified. 


EA @ nenber of the Commnist Party and a confidential 
informant, Gaylso ab the Gomaunist farty held a moss meeting supporting 
the Office of Pried Administration ab the Unity Baptist Church on Third Street 


betveen Band Ey Washington, D. Gey of Leptenber Uy, 193. Only the minister 
and two menkers of the Charch wero present. in addition to Comumist Farty ~ 
negbers ef the Kortheash Branch. Briee inten ddlivered the introductory 
address expressing the necd for a sceond front and the nécedsity for unity on 
the hone fronk te help win the var in 19h3, on 

A copy of a mimcographed detbter af the “Dally Yorker" to ts sub : 
seribers advertising a méoting to be hold on Hovyerbor 26, 19h3, at 1heh- T Street, 
tis} sb. Washington, De Gey was DRurnivhed by confidential Informant 

. Tha letter indicated that Bruce Ituten, Washington crorespondent 

for "lew Cagses," world ba the speaker and would talk on tha "tventleth 
amiiversary oP the Wally Yorkert." the informant advised that Hinton stressed 
the alloged fach that the "Worker was tha only psper which had fought for 
the rights of the poople in the twenty years of lis publication. He emphasized 
the influence of the "Dally Yorker" which he stated wider than the people who 
netbonlly rend Lt since thoy Aailuenged others br discussing its feature articles. 
AS an omarple, he stated that Don Tavis had received a large munbor of non~ 
Comanieal vebes in the New York: Chay election. it eres 2 


alse Inforncd that the mesting of November 26, 
1943, xeRerrcd to in the preceding paragraph, was planned at a special Comalttec 
rooting of the Cotmumict Party for the District of Columbin on Hoveaber 12, 19h3- 
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__ A throweauay advertising a talk by subjech ab the Echo Parl: Nomon'ts 
Club, 160) Ieho Fark Avenue, Loa Angeles, California, on August 7, 19k, states 
that Bruce Linton wold discuss. "A New Aneried dn a Wer Worlds? fhe throwesnay 
indicated 1% was issued by the Echo: Park and Westlake Commnist. Political : 
Aesociation Clubs. : 


People's World® of August 6, 19 The article stated tht Hinton would ansyer 

_ the questions "WiLL there be Jobs in the postwar world?" and "212, there be 
permanent peace?" ond would present a blueprint for a ner Auorien in a new 
world. I stated the meeting was the first of four sponsored by the Fecha | 
Fark and Uestlike Clubs af the Cemmmniss Political Association mith prominent 
Speakers those topics would cexsern Marl Browderts "Teheran: Oux Fath in 

> Feate and tar." The "Ecoplets‘Vorld* for Augast 7, 19, garried an announce. 

nent conterning the sane specch which dinclosed that admission. for the series 
of four Lectures would be $1.20 and for single lectures fifty cehts and that 
tha lectures were under the gusplecs of the Echo Park and Westlake Clubs of 
the Commmist Folitical Association, is 


fhe talk by subject on August 7. I 
flub tas heard by conMdentidk infornan 


nt the Dohe Paxk Voments b7D 


' « the Communist Political Association. Ac YTS The 3 the subjéch 
t stated amoug other things that the capitalistic systen can enjoy at era of 
prosperity for sonstine If Li maintains a cosporative and friendly attitude. 
between Lise? and the fevieb Union. Ee stated that the position of Communists 
in the country must be one of cooperation with capitalists and of leadership 
among the people toward, & tore Wberal. form of capitalisn and that because 
they are Marxists and believe in Soclalinn, thelx position mash be that ef 
| SRacating and Leading the masses. Sinton notated that the large majority of 
the people lath understanding politically and ore nob yet veady for Commininns 
Tha mecting was obtended by 162 people. m “ ; 


be 


{ 
. Relative to the sane speset an article tas alco published tn the 


The "People's VorLd" of August 12, 19hh, contained an adverkisenent 
indicating that Brees Linton would deliver the fitst of four Iseterec.an 
probleas concerning the postwar world at the Rudack Studies, 7213 Beverley 
Boulevard, Los Angsles, California, on August Ib, 29h, under thé anepiver of 
the 59th Assexbly District crow. a 


= tgs. Us Sheirpton, LUT South ogden Duive, bos Angeles, Udiifornia, 
furnished an invitation te a meeting te hear Bruce Minton disenss "Soviet 
fuesiats contelbution to world denseracy" at the Carthy Center School, 

Olympic and Crescent Holghts Dotileward, Los Angelos, Galifornig,, on November 29, 
Iwhh, wider the auspices of the 59th Asgendbly Disbrict, Commmist Political 
Aecotiation. The invitation indicated that the meobing was to be in celebration 


Lope 


: Q4304 t 
of cloven years of Anoriean-Sovie& friendship and tyrenty-csoven yoard ninse the 
birth of the Sovies Union. . 


Gther Spoeshes 


The 30th amiversary rally of "Ler Papsost, held on fobruary 16, 19h2, 
wag desoribed In the Fobruary 17, 19h, facsue of the “pally Vorker.t he800 
persong elloged to have attended and to, have heard a spacch by Earl. Browder, 
Previous ogeakers were Lligted as Joe North, Lob Winor, Dr. Harry 7. Ward, 
Willian Greppér, Dr. Maw Yergan, and Eruce Minton, all of whoa were said to 

hove paid tribute to "New Masces." Lath Mekenney, tone of tho lew Tassest 
editors," conducted the mecting ad ghaiman, 


According to tha "Daiiy Worker? of varch 20, i9h1, ir. Harsy f. 
Ward vac scheduled to address the firat anniversary celebration meeting of 
the Yordhsn Forunt on Uarch 21, 19h, at 213 Grand Concorrse, The Bronx. 
The “Vorker" stated that during the past year, the Forum bad presented such 
speakers us Vito Larcantonio, Ruth MeKenneyy Bruce Minton, Sonder Carlin, © 


Art Bhlelds, Josoph North, and Josoph Starcbin. 


Brace Linton mis lished by “Weir Masses for Qetober 21, Jol, asa 
spenker at & meeting called "Interproiation Pleagett te be hold netobor 31, 
19a, at Webster Holl, 119 TAst Tih Street, War York Clty, under tho ‘Sponsors 
ehip of "ior acces." This information mo tarnished by tt. Av O. Tolan, 
superintendent of the building at 461 Pourth Avonue, .New York City, where 


. ey Mansea* had ite offices at that time. . 


Brueo Linton, according to the “Daily Vorker™ of Varch 30, 19h2, 
was schedulod to speak: on clvil Liberties tn sapport of the war at 3 dinner 
opening the annyal National Conference of the International Labor Dofense 
dn Nex York hty. ae aaa owe 
The "Pally Vorkert of January 27, 1943 asserted that Bruse Minton — - 
would speak at Webster Hall, 119 East llth Street, Naw York City, at 2:30 p.m. 
on the following Saterday under the auspices of the New Yorl: Vorkers School 
and would expand upin Baril Browierts recent statement in Seattle that, "Ir 
the reactionaries think they carried the election, theyfre im for some 


wexy sorlous disappointments." 


s 


“ Tt io believed that the sams speech me roforrad to in the pally 
Werkor of Jamary 29, 193, which stated that Minton would speak at Vebstox. 
Hall on January 30, 1943, under the auspices of the New Yorls Yorkers School. 


Brace Linton was sald by the "Pesplofa Vorld® of Septosber 29, 19hh, 
to be one of three information experts sho would appear in a variety show 
eponsored by the Comnlttea for Foiltieal, Preeden in Trdustry ta be hold at, 
Hollywood Masonic Temple, 69)0 Hollyrecd Loulevard, Los Angolbs, Caligorala, 
on Ostoher 7; Joh. Sho other two "experts" wore listed ag DMicaheth Glen 
(identiedL with Blisa@eth Leach, organizer of the Nortivest Erench of the 
Les Angeles Coumby Commniat Political Ascotiation) and John Cohee, 2 columist 
_ for the Los Angeles "Daily Reve,'t The Comilttes for Political Trecdon in 

iadustry reportedly was organised oc a vesult of discharges from the Lockheed 
Aireratt Coapany of employees who asserted they ware dicchargod tetause they 
were Communists. The Comilttes was attempting to rales monoy to Fight the 
case in the. courts. : 


A picture of auibject follescd by an article stating ‘that Bruce Minton, 
Veet Coast editor of "Mow Vasses™ would be one of the infornation exports on 
a& variety program to he given by ths Comittee for Political Froeden in 
industry a Hollywood Maconie Temple on Osteber 7, Uhh, was. published in the 
"feople's World" Zor September 273 Loh. The same Looe contained an adverbisd 
nent in whieh the information experts were naned’as Bruce linton. Misabeth 
Glenn and Jolin Gokeas Information was retcived fra ae’ 
former vonfidential Inforasat of the Loc Anceles Tield Offiea, mow deceased, 
the} the amilveranary cooting of tho 5th Ancocbly Tictriet Comunkot Cink 
of Loo Angeles County, Communist Political Ascocintion, vas held on 
fovenber 29, 19hhe The meoting tosk the form of an opon pyblie meobing ab 
the auditorium of the Carthy Comber Seheol, Olympic and Crescent Eolghts 
Boulevard, Los Angeles. Brace Minton delivered the prineipsl addross. 


fzeng the nuterial stored by the Eranstbona prior to thelr departure 
' from Testport, Connecticut, which was canfidentially nade avaliable by Eduard 

. Gy Nash of the 5. O. Fash Moving Company, yas 4 Shyor announcing a epecsh by 
Richard Brangicon on April. 20 at Ld Veleucin Strect on the subject of the 

 * Growing Favsist Tendencies in literature," he year in which this spcech 
‘tac ghyon dees nob appear. In the came materinl, there was a flyer announcing 
a neeting regarding “the nation-wide seasm'a ctrike to bo addressed by Drace 
Bintony editor of "New Eadses," Bride evening, Hoyordver 20 ah the Task 
Plabbush Youth Centers Tho your in which this speceh was made Likewice 

doos nob appeat. 4 


aot 7 
< 4 : . 
+ soe 
s 


corrcts. 


i. and Irs, Linesim Steffous 
{Srs. Donald ogden Stexart) 


According to a repork retcived fron Harper Knowles, Secretary of the 
Eadieal Research Comittee, American Legion, State of California, lr. and lis. 
Richard branscten were in Garmcl, California, visiting ir. and iirc. Lincoln 
Stefiens on duly 10, 1936. Lineeln Steffens is nar deceased arid the thon Ura. 
Steffens is identical with Clin Winters who ie now the wife of Ronald Ogden 
Stewart and wha has long been reported as a Communist. 


Eark Russell Prowler 
; Egbert. Minor 


fmong the correspondente Im the possogslon of Louise Pransten, access 
te whieh has been obtained in a confidential mamer, is a letter addressed to — 
Louise Bransten by Richard Bracsten on March 1, 1914 which mikos references to 
the Supreme. Court's decision In the Bromlex case and states, "They were alR 
very distuxbed about the verdict but Earl is wonderful, calms fine and ine 
dependent as we all lmew he vould be. I bear he wantc to see John and me « 
what. about I don't Imow unless he tants to urgé us ie doling the book as ve 
_plamed," Inasmmeh as Jom Stuart has been coauthor wih Richard Branstex 
“dn the pact it is possible that "John may refor to him. On duly 7, 19lid, 
Richard Exanston mroeto Leowise, "Eajex offerts showld bo mada to ret bin 
(Srovder) back vith us." Ruth KeRenney end Brace Hinton, Easton Road, Vest 
ports, Connecticut, wrote a letter to the Bridgeport Fost, demanding tha 
releise of Carl Brovdex, thhich tas published In the Eridgeport Fost of 
September 10, I9hl., The letter stated it.was a copy of a lebtcr sent to 


 ‘Eresident Roosavel ts. | . 
. Indaly, 1913 _ Ja Confidential, Informant, advised, that. 
the Bridgeport Comittee o 2 seng Committee to ree Tarl Browder Included 
Ruth Uekenney and Bruce Winton. - was at that timo acting Recording .._ 


Secretary of the Gommunist Party im Eridgeport, Conmideticut. 


aa The techniezl, surveillance on Coxmnist Party headquarters, Wachington, — 
De Ges disdlosed that on lctober 12, 19ke, Earl Broder and Robert tinor | 
were veelkeend guests of Ruth MeKenney in Vachington, Ds b. 


_ Through the sae source 16 win Learned on December 16, 194, that- 
subjech inforued Uartin Chancoy, Ciiy Sceretary of the Gommuist Party for tho 
DPisbrict of Colushia, thet he had secon Darl (Browder) the preceding Uedmesday . 
aha staff mecting of the magazirie “New Passes" in New York, at which they 
dinoussc’ "Darlonion’ ond preduction, Subject told Chansey that. Browder 


' states things in a way that is vexy rounded and Dilis 


Among correspontonce pansing betreen Richard and Louise Bransten - 
from March; 1939, to. Septerber, 19h3, made available through confidential 


Se a 


CATE My 
we 


moans, Uarl ond Iron Eremler and Gserge Seldes ara mentioned. ‘The corres= 
pondonce indicates Richard Branston has somewhat frequent association with 
Earl Erowlor ang that in April, I9ll, Browder requested sabjest not to Leavo 
his job with "Now Masses” because he, Browder, would feol easier with Bran— 
gten on the magauine for tho noxt poried. This would refer to the poriod 
vhnen Harl Erovdor was coumitted te prisone The correspondence indicates that 
Scldes is a porsonnl friond of Lovise EBransten as woll as of the subject. 


Jorone Issac Boman, with aliases 


tm March 3, 1943, Minton convorsod with V. J. derone, aka Joroma 
Tsoac Roman of New York, monber of tho Vaticnal Conmittce of the Communist 
Farty, USA, according to tko technical surveillance cn Communist Party head- 
quartorg in Now Yorlr City. ‘fThoir conversation waa very guarded but aprarontly 
referrad to vena proposal in which thoy hoped to obtain the cooperation of 
hogor Ealdwin, Ghairman of the Amorican Civil Liberties Union. 


The technical surveillance on Communist Farty headquartera in New 
York City also rovealed that Jorene Isane Roman cont to Vashinston, D. 6., In 
July, 19hh, vhere hea rensined for several days, working with Bruce tlinten in 
an effort to unify various antagonistic olements in order to achieve stecess 
in a drive to repeal the poll tar Jewmehed ty the “agtlonal Comittee to Akoi~ 
igh the Poll Tax. The "Daily Vorker™ of March 10, 195, atabed that a con- 
ference sponsored by the National Comultboe to Abolich the Poll Tax vas held 
in Washingten ca Uarch 9, 19h5, with the coubined support of the A. FP. of Ley 
the CLO and the Radlread Erotharhoods, Eepresontative Ucorge H. Pender, Ohie 
Republican, acting ag Chalroane 


_ Pater ¥. Cecchiona 
Glisebath Gurley Flynn 


According to the technical surveiilanes on Comumist Farby head- 
quarters in Washington, DB. 0.3 subject advised Nartin Chancoy on April 13, 
192, that he had boon in Wow Yor and had talked with Feter Cacchicens and 
Eligzaboth Gurloy Flynn and urged the assignnont ofa big enough fellow to 
mike appeals to the highor-ups in Uashington in the Brevder ease.” 


Granville Uiecke 
sa iceanenimidepaanee apemmebhnashe imate eens 


+ fho sotertal stored by the Eranstens prior to leaving Westport, 
Connesticut, and confidontlally made available by tr. Rdward &. Nash of the 
EB. C. Vash Moving Company, contained ceveral letters indicating a rather close 
asgeelation botweon the cubject and Granville Hicks who appcars to hava read © 
gone of subject's manuseripts prior te publicatien end offered suggestions 
for their improvement. & : 


Nathan Shileosky 


‘Bence Tinton purchased a 191 Mudcon Sedan fron Wathen Shilopsiry? 
according to a report rocoived from Ghief of Folice J, A. Dolan, Vestpor’, 
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Comadstieus Felice Degartzcnt, dated January 3, I9ghi. In Cetobor, ight, 

Tathan Shilepsky was listed as a monbar of tha CPA ab Vestport, Connecticut, - 
and, bad GPA card nunher Shoko, aceording to a strictly confidential source: 
know only to ) Spackal Agowbd Zarl Lane, Rernerd Ptaeels and Leo Sack. Accord~ 
ine te ; Honry We Coley, & rekil carrier at Westport, Comocticut, Nothan 
Shilens cy, a real estate operator of Vystport, tag tho original emer of. the 
hene on Easton Read which wag later sold to Edvard L. Greenberz vho theree 
after sold it to the Branstens, — 


Janos Te Eransa, with aliases 


The technical surveillance om Communist Farty headquarters, Weshe 
ington, D. Gs, Indieates that Branaten has boen in rather frequent contact 
soe Janod Le EXENCG Chasirman of the Communist Farty for the District of 

olunbla, According to this source such contacts cecurred on May hy 1913, 
Jone 18, 19h3, July 21, 1943, and Osbober 22, 1913. 


Ye artin Chancey 


Subjoct was alos in frequent contact with Fartin Chanesy who was 

Gliy Seerptary of the Comnunish Party in Washington, DB. C.y prior to his 
induction Inta the Armed Forces. The technical surveillance on Cesmmist 
Party Hecdguaetees royouies contacts between subject and Chaneey on April 

29, 1943, rine 2 of April l2, 19)3. Aceording to Gonfidential 
informant the technical surveillanéa on Yarbin Chancey, 
a party was given in honor of Ghancey on April 29, 19434 beeanse of his 
ponding induction into the Agny. The subject wad present ab the party. The 
tochnical suryelliance on Chancey further revealed that on May 8, 193 2 
Chancoy stated that Bruec Minton was an exdéllent worker. 


‘Sonned Lovin : oe 


Frere Levin, former Secrotary of the Commmniat Farby for tho 
District of Columbia, was able to furnish Bruce Minton's telephone nunbor 
on October 25, 1913, to an individual who combacted CPA headquarters, accord 
ing to the technical surveillance cn the headquarters. On july 22, 19)3, 
the samo source disclosed that Franucl Levin contacted a weman, bolleved to 
be Reth MeKemicy, tie dtated that Eichard, her husband, would meet later with 
Levin to diseuss 4 radio transcript. 


Elizabeth Searle 


“ Ab a mecbing of the Gommumict Farty leaders in the Pistrict of 
Columbia on Fabruary 3, Ighh, Ulisabeth Searle, a funetionary of the local party, 
wis overheard by means of tho technical surveillance at Communist Party head~ 
quarters te rexark that Bruce, apparently referring to the subject, vas doing 
goed work. L% will be recalled that Elisabeth Searle, as Secretary, signed 
tho transfer card of Bruce Iinten when he peta? ate Communist Farby — 
affiliations from Vashingten to Los Angelos. 


3h 


 & } 


Jowell Maclqus 


. On Becenber 26, 192, Jewel Maniquo, A Comauniss Party monbar, 
spoke to Martin Chancey concerning a Christmis party, at which tine she ine 
quired whether ho had invited Eruce ftinton. Ha stated he had not but that 


‘she could reach hin at Woodley 2779. ‘This information was received by means’ 


of the tochnical surveillance on Conmunist Farty headquarters. 
Jack and Ann Zucker 


Subject invited Fartsy nodkers Jack and Aon Zucker to his hons for a 


“party on December 26, 1943, according to the tochnical surveillance. mrintained 


on the CIO National Maritime Comzittoa,. 


Eva Lapin | 


James Branca inguired of iva Iapin on Octohex 22, 1943, vhethar sho 
could get soncone to help in conneetion with an undisclosed project and she . 
Suggestad subject and his wife, according to the technical surveillance on 
Communist. Farby headquarters in Washington, D. C. . 


Osear UVeatharford 
bs seeeriieineterets “ont apart nee 


. Ga Septesbor 7, igh, the technical surveillance on Consist Party 
hoadquartors diselesod that Osear noatherferd, at Connunist Party headquarters, 
called Vocdley 2779 and left. a message with a woman to have Fruca contact hin 
Whon he arrived ab the "Daily Worker. : 


Albert BE. Filunberz 


‘Fhe subject contactod Comunioh Karty headquarters, Vashinzion, 
D. Gey on Cotobor 30, 19)3, and inquired concerning the whereabouts of Albert 
Flumborg, & leading Maryland Comumist, 
a) 
AL Lamon 
ee ee 


Al Iannon of Faltinore advised James 1. Branca ab Comumist Farty 
headquarters that thera would be a big deaonstration =» and international 
unity rally «on Sunday. Ho requested Branca to aseorbain whether Bruce 
inten or Eva Iapin could cover the rally for the "Daily Worker," AL Lamon 
was head of the Communist Party of Maryland and Faltinorae 


° 


Hove Haddock 
. cae aeeeh emeeeenemnemnn: ioe nee 


The technical surveillonce on the CIO Maritime Committas diselosed 
on Novenbgr 225 1943, that tho subject ingnired of Hoyt Haddock as te thethor 
ho knew anyone in the Technical Division of tho Soviet Purchasing Comission, . 
Subject also nada an appointment mith Haddock for the following day. The sano 
technical ‘surveillanea disclosed in Vebruary, 19h), that Hoy Haddock: frou 
quoutly contacted Bruce Minton and furnished him material for his articles, 
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Biorne Ynrvare Halling 
| a he A Rf a eel IAT EOS FP is LTE cereal 


Subject bad an apuolintuent with Bjorme Yncvare Hallinc, Sserotary 
of the C10 Maritime Gonmittoe, on Sepbesbor hy 19)3, te obtain any infomation 
Halling sight havo for him and also te give Halling none inforestion, accord+ 
ing to the techaical surveillance cri tha GIO Uaritins Committce. Oa October 
18, 1943, the same sources disclosed that Erémsten inquired of Halling as to 
whether he kad any writing material for hirik. 


Registration sheets of the Communist TFarty, furnished Spoclal Agons. 
Stomen H, Snith by a highly confidential source, contained a sheath dated 
Docoubor 5, 19h2, which sots out information relative to a white rele, thirty~ 
threo yoars old, eaployed as an offices worker and affiliated with the ¢Io, 
.who had been in.the Communist Farby sight years and was of Norwegian national 
origin. These descripbive data fit Bjorne Yngvare Balling. 


Qn. dune 12, 1943, according to the technical surveiliance on the 
CIO National Uaritins Committee, the subject stated that his wife intended to 
write a novol, using the National Maritime Union as a background. He expressed 
& desire to use the National Maritine Union files for research and stated ong 
of the enployeos of the National Maritime Committea in Noshinston offered his 
assistance, if dosired. 


Peder T. Orekhov, First. Secretary of tho Mibas the USS! 


2 
Oy Of feet 


According to the highly confidential technical survoillanes at the. 
Eassian Embassy, Bruce Minton of "Netv Masses™ magazine, advised one Grolhoy 
at the, Eabassy that ho had senething vary important ho would Like to soc hin 
about and that he was in a hurry. An appoinhment vas made for 10:09 a.n. 
that day. Officials of the Eubassy of the USSR, listed on page. hs. of the 
Congressional Diroctory, Fabruaryy 1953 include one Fedor T. Orokhov, First 
Secrotarys . : : 


Timofiev, imkassy of USSR 


. Aceording to the highly confidential technical surveillance at tha 
Russian Unbassy, the subject wrote a letber on September 16, 19h2, ab tho 
roquest of one Timofiov at the Enbassy, requegbing permission to roprint.an 

article set forth in the Eubagsy tullebin. No reference to Nmofiey is mede 
“4n the listing of officials of the Soviet Eabassy on page 86 of the Connred- 
sional Dircetory, February, 19))5. : 


_ Goraldine Shandresa 


Ey moans of the technical surveitiance on the CLO Rabional Usritine 
Comalttce, subject was overheard on Iscember 1, 19)3, to discuss a panphles 
issued by the Federal Neserve Hoard entitled "WeelsLy Review of Porsiga — 
Forledicais" with Geraldine Skandros, Legislative Representative of the 
American Communications Association, and a monber of the Conmunist Party. 
Information tas received fron the samo source during the letter pars of 1943 
indicating that Gcraidine Shandros frequontly furnished information to subject. 


36 


Caxt Uinter 


- ern Age Books, Incorporate 


Tho tochnical surveillanco on CPA headguarterg in Los Angeles 
indicated that subject has beon in close contact with Carl Winter, until 
Yocently, Frosident of the Los Anscles gounty CH, and that. Winter had 
attended mectings at subject's hore. Inforzation in possession of the Euredn 
indicated that Carl Winter has now beon transferred. by the Communist Party to 


Detroit, Michigan. 
Vex Silver — 


Thé subject conversed sith Mox Silver, Secretary Treasurer of tha 
lps Angeles County GEA, on Octobar 9, I9hh, according to the technical sur- 
voilleave on the Los ‘Angeles County CPA hoadquartoxs, ab waich binzho advived 

Silver that "ew Macses" deoired an article on the goneral political situation 
and information as to whether Roosevelt would tha reelected. Silvor referred _ 
the subject to Joo Aidien and Michacl Tenninz, leaders of the Los Angelos 
County Contral Domocratic Commitbea, for this information. 


LITERARY VENTURES 
"In Fatt . 


Aeeording te 2 Toport of Tut.. and Erivie seta 290 Broadvay, fer Yor's 
City, "In Fact, Incorporated" was incoxporated under the lave of Rew York on 
Fay 10, 19h0, with a capital of mimo shares of common stock of no par value. 
Goorga Seldos was President and Editer, Richard Branaten, Vireo Fresidenb, and 
Sari Beets Secretary and Treasurer. 


Similar informmabion vas obtained from the Credit Eurcau of New York 
which diselesed that. Gearge Soldes’is a brother of Gilbert Seldes, a ‘geld sence 
literary figuro. According io this source theve wos an article in tho Saturday 
Evoning Fast of Fobruary y 15s JohL, entitled "mddled Millions," in which ‘riod 

‘was xoforvad to ag a Comiunist catlet publishing 
such awthors ag Bruce Minton and dain Stuart. The Octobor 15, oko issue of 
tIn Tact" indicated that George Seldes wac the Editor ami Bruce Zinton was. 
Associate Editer and that "In “Fact? vas launched in Mayy 140s wehbe the stated 
purpose of supplying news “for the part of the Amorican paople estimated at ' 
30,000,000 wich has, in several public opinion polis, expressed. ibe doubts 
as to the honesty of tha Am. rican prese." 


Correspondenes in the possession of Louise Branston, acecss to which 
s obtained in 1 highly confidential manner, discloses that on April 19, 


ioko, Pickard Eransten advised Louise Eransten that he tis instrumental in 


organizing the nows letter "In Fact* and requested hor te sarve as cst Coast 
correspondent. 


_ ‘the ‘records of the Manufacturers Trust Company, 32 University Flaca, 
New York Clty, refloct that an aecount vas opened at the Gueonskoro Haza 
Branch of the Manufacturers Tract Coripamy on April 22, 190, in the naug of. 
Riehard Fransten, with an initial deposit of% Sih76.20. Gn a Hay 29, 196, a 
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transfer vas mhde from Eransten's account and was used to open an Gccount at” 
tho game branch in tho name of “In Fact, Incorporated,” 29-26 ist Avonuc, 
Lon# Island City, which was the address also furnished by Eyanctan in opening 
his account at the vane bank on April 22, 19)0. Cn dune 16, 190, Bransten's 
account was closed by transfer of the balonce of $132.86 to the account, of 
"In Tact, Incorporated” were George Seldea, Presidents Richard Eransten, Yeo 
Fresident; Sam Heder, Secratary Treasurer, and Hose Buller, Fusinsss Manages 


Bransten advised Selective Service Local, Board #254, Fairficld, 
Connecticut; on January 23, 19h1, that he was Vico Frosidont of "In lacts; 
“Incorporated, ? Chathan-Fhoonix Euilding, Long Island City, New York, that he 
earned $35 a woel and had boon enployed by this conpany for four yoars. 


According to the Military Intelligence Service at New York Citys 
RIn Fact, a Communist publication, was started during the period of the 
Yazi-Soviet pact. It was thoroughly anbi-var and contained several "exposes" 
of the British and of "warmongers. Sinee the invasion of Russia on dune 22, 
191, 24 has boon pro-war, thus following the Communist Farty policies. 


| Information was racoived from Victor Riesol on January iy, loll, 
thet "In Fact" was odited and published by George Seldes and Bruce Minton and 
was strongly baclied by the Communist Farty. Ur. Mosel stated that the pub- 
lication was frequently resemmended to Farby mothers at Communist Tarby reete 
ings as a good paper to read and had on several occasions been offered St a spo~ 
cial. price, together with other Communistic publications. lr. Eiesol asserted 
that there is no question that Eruce Minton is a member of the Communist Farty 
and makes every effort te give a trug interpretation of Communiat ideas in all 
---- attieles that appear in tho publication. ° 


In June, 19k, lr. Ricsel furnished additional information to the 
effect that it was reported that funds for the ostablishamt of "In Pact® 
camo fron the: Communist Farty. In this connection it is interesting to note 
that information vedeived through a highly confidential soures of the New Yori: . 
Weld Offices, not further identified, on July 31, 19h], indicates that during 
a discussion of the disposition to te made of Communist Party funds, John - 
Willianson (progently a member of tha Nabional Conmittes of the CFA) renarked 
toe Boy Hudson (also a member of the Hational Cornittes), "It is true we got 
back our money from 'In Pact" and séma of hia other projects." In the Novan- 
ber, 193 isane of Amorican Mercury magazine there is an article by Frederick 
Voltean ontitied "Th: Comeuflaged Comunist Press" which is devoted to an 
effort by the author to reveal the propasanda and false front activities of 
various fmerican newspapers and magazines. Farticular attention is devoted 
to the publication "In Pact," and its founder Goorge Seldes. Eruce Minton is 
deseribed as "a Farty stalwart, Editor of the ‘ew lasses,’ and Associate 
Editor vith Seldes of "In Pact". The article generally asserts that "In Fact" 
folloevs the policy of 4 “dope shoot" in printing unverified "news" and rofuc~ | 
ing te furnish the sources or bho backhround of the nows. The complete switch 
in the Communist Party line fron opposition to all foreign way prior to the 
Gorman attack om Russia te the position of "a second fron’ nowt after the 
ottdels on Rassia is set out in detail. 
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New Madsest! 
A PO LEIA OLEOTE OE 


Eoth Richard Exanstoh and his wifé, Ruth McKenney, have beon connceted 
with "Hew Massestt, ; ; ; S “ 


- Eddtor of "Nour Masses 
seneemeemnean weanneetnnen ana 


- . ‘the Jasket of the book “ion Whe Lead Lahos"! > by Eruca Hinton and John 
Stuart, indicates that Fruco Minton joined the staf? of the “New Massos in 
1935 and shortly becama ono of tts editors, spoelalising in lohor reporting. 

It states that he ws ot leave of absence fron the macagine, aléhouch perving 
&3 contributing editer. This last statement apparently apolies to the period 
when the book was published, which was July, L937~ 


The “prospsetus” of the Feople's Educational Center, Les Angeles, 
California, for the Spring termy 19:5, lists Eruce fiinten as c member of the 
faculty and states the following with roforenee to his comncetion with Nour 
Massos": NEditer of ow Mascest, 1935-1936, IQ38-19hO-~Lh1s Washinton Editor, 
ighl-19hh, a present West Coast editor. — - ; : 


“A letter dated November 2h, 19395 on the letterhead of “New Yassest 


' announced a fnew Masses" tall celebrating the 28th birthday of the publication 


to te held at Uebster Hall, 1319 Rast 11th Stroes, Net Yoris Clty, Lscenbtor 2, 
1939. Eruca “inten and Ruth Hekenney, among others, were hosts for this affair. - 
& cepy ef this letterhead ia available in the files. 


Subject was ong of tho sponsors of a mass meeting at Webster Hall, - 
New Yorks Yobruary 26, 190, under the auspices 6f the \ow Masses defense . 
Comittee to protest the Grand Jury 4 vestigation of the publication, according. 
to confidential inforaant a former furicbionary of the Communist —_—» 
Farty in Westehester County, New York. ges : 


“Now Masses" for January 21, 191, anounced that Bruce Minton would 
be in charge of a special anniversary issue of “Now Magses™ to appear in mide 
February in eclebration of thirty yoars since the first.iasue of the nagazine - 
Wassea.t 7 Oo 


- a January 28, Ishi, "New Masses stated that John Stuart aad Jeseph _ 4 os 
Starobin had teon added to its Editorial Board. It stated that the Foard would , 
thoreafter, includé Eruco Minton, Hath tickenney, Farbara Giles > Ae Be Uapil, 

Joseph North, Joseph Starobin and John Stuart. : : ; — 


In Cctotor, 19h, "Wow taesos" was. occupying the Mth floor at h6L kth 
Avenue, New York City, according to confidential information furaished by Mr. A. 0. 
Ueiss, Suporintondent of the tuilding, who. stated that the offiecasof "Nett Masses 


were a typical Communist cethoring placa whoro Negroes and Whites nineled together. 
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firs Nolss pointed out that Gn October, I9h1, issue of “New Uassest indicated 
that Drueo Minton and Euth McSenney wore editors of the publication. He also 


' stated that the sama issue of New Masses" listed Eruce Minton as a speaker ab . 


a meting called “Interpretaticn Ficasot to bo held Setoter 30, 19h1, at Vebstor - 
Hall, 1i9 East Tith Streets Netr Yori, “under the sponsorship of *Netr Massos™. 


' Richard Eransten drow a cheek for 9200 payable to "Now Tasses* on 
November 3, 19h1, according to information confidentially farnished by Vied 
President and Treasurer Einar Anderson of the Westport Rank and Trust Company. 


James Eranea, City Prosident of the Communist Farby, USA, for tho 
District of Columbis, extended an invitation to "Richard® of "New Masces™ to 
' attend a préss conference on the succeeding day. Branck stated tho purpose 
of the conferones tas to receive an open stabenent that Tilkerson tas joining 
the Farty and leaving the University. Branca stated that Wilkerson would he 
located at Ealtimore and would bo in eharge of tho Iscal dicirict. The subjoct 
stated he sould not ba present at the press conferorice, but tould gob in touch with 
Wilkerson and request him to furnish arbiclos to "Wow Vassost regarding race. 
riots. This information was received through the technica] surveillance on 
Comsunist Party Headquarters at Washington, Ty C., and the tilerson reforred 
_ to is undoubtedly Doxey Wilkerson, formerly asseciatad with Hovard University.” 


: The April 11, 29h, issue of "Now Masses" announced that Virginia 
€aruner had replaced Bruce Minten as Washington editer of "New Masses, Minton, 
having left for California whore he tas serving on tho Board of "Now Magsast 
as their West Coast reprosentatlvs. Yhis information was obtained by tha Nerr 
York Office from a highly confidential source having access to the office and 


« 


"records of "New Massos,™ 10h Bast 9th Stroot, Hew York City. 


Character of "Now Masses. 


The “Pally Worker" of April 19, 1939, contained a news sbory rolative 
to a celobration to be hold ilay 26, 1939, by the Gor~mnist Farty of Yorkville 
. in New York City in honor of ita fifth anniversary. The “pally Vorker® stated 
that 2 hect of Rational, State, and Sounty Party dignitaries had joined a list 
of sponcors for the event and that they included James Ford, momber of tha 
Rational Committees Israel Inter, State Chairman; Ella Eseve ‘Mother™ Bleor, 
of the Hatlonal Commitboes Clarence Hathanay, Editor of tho “Dolly Worker", and - 
Eruca Minton of “Hew fasses. Thig would appear ta be a tacib declaration 
that the "Daily Worker" and "ow Masses" wore aensiderod official organs 
of tho Comammist Farty at that time. : 


: In an artielo in its Febrairy 20y 192, issuo describing tho attenpts | 
of Evolyn Calsh Ucloan te obtain a varront. for the arrest of Bruce Minton for 
criminal libol, the Washington Times Hearld described Bruco Winton as Washington 
Editer of the official Communist magazines "New Masses.? In a similar story 
in the Washington Nows of February 21, 19h2, Minton was deserited as Washington 
Editor of the Communist "New Masses.® 
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The Vashington Times Hersid again roferred to “Serr Masses as an 
official Communist Farby publication in its issuo of March 7y 1943, whon it 
stated that lMrose MeIean had testificd before a Grand Jury in the District of 


> Golumbla in an offort $o obtain a criminal Ttbol indictmonat against Hichara 


Eransten. 


Wiateh on the Fotaraclt 


During tho peried that he ws Waghington editer of "lec Masses", 


iruce ifinton was the aubhor of a colum in that publication norm as "lateh 


on the Fobomac.! 


“Watch on the Fotouse" in the April 21, 19h®, issue of “low Tacsea" 
tas devoted to the activities of Jehn i. Lewis and stated that ke had yeconbly 
taken the Dairy Farmors Union ‘of Mew York inte "hig district 50%, In this 
article Tinton furbhor asserted that shore was another orranigation in the 
Hew Tork ils Shed knot as the Dotryrcn's League which was openly controlled 
‘by Fordén and Shdffieid. He stated that the Doiry Formers Union and the 
Dgiryuon's League werd ostensibly in violent opposition ta each other, but 
that nevis had leaked into Washington that a lr. Sexauer, an individral 
know te be influential in the Leagus and the in the past had enjoyed elose 
connections with America Tirst, had become an angel of peace and was cocking 
up & deal with the two companies thereby Pordon and Shkeffiold would grant 
higher prices on milk deliveries whom Levis! Dairy laxiers Ualon prosonted 
its demands. This would isake Lowis appear as the savior of the Dairy Parmors. 
Minton asserted that with the help of Sexausr, Lewiet importance in up-state 
Rei York could be inflated and supposedly a word fron Levis at election tics 
might well carry weight. Ha identified Lemis with the “appeasers* and. stated 


' Whe picture ig clear enough; John L« Lewis, isolationist in control of the 


B.F.U., expects a high price for the Dairy Farnorg beeausa of a deal with 
Forde and Sheffield, both anxions to Limit production. Mr. Sexauor, once of 
Snorica Firsts acts as go hebween. ‘The élection is in the offing ard it ail 
adds up to nothing geod," 


in, "sateh on the Fotomac® in the February 9, 1913, issue of "Yow 
Masses" Minton asserted that among other thincs that otorney Gencral Biddle - 
plans to present $e Concrass legislation to require registration of Commmist 
Party neubership. Linton stated this would a'lso dollberately revive the 
‘Hommes? Canard" by lumping Fascists and Commumists in the sanc category. 
liinten's views on the right of soldters to vote tore expressed in his columm, 
Watch on the Fotomac" in "New Masses" for Deeenber UW, 19h3. 


Ga April 35 lol, "New Masses* contained the following statenont 
regarding subjest: "For almost two years one of "ew lasges* most popular 
departmonts vas Bruce Winton's Vateh on the Potomac. cur Vashington oditer's 
work attracboad the attention of thousands throughout the country for its glear 
prescient coverage of the capital, His mitines fran Vashington have beon an 
invaluable contribution and we wish to taka this opportunity a6 this time to 
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express cur grabltude. Por thesa roaseio wo dislike to announce that le. Minton 
ig leaving Washington for the West Coast, whora he will rake his hames va arc 
happy, howéver, to bo able to announca simultaneously that he will be our Vest 
Coast Editor and will be writings regularly from therd.* : 


Other Writings Published in "Now Masses" 


Among the material stored by tho Eransten's whon thoy left Weatrort, 
Cennecticub, and confidentially mide available by Mr. Edvard 6. Nash of tha &. G.« 
Ragy Moving Company, vac a letter datcd May 5, 1935, frou Hycan N. Glickstein, 
Gounsellor-nt~lav, 22 Hast 40th Streat, New York City, to Eruco Minton, e/d 
“jiow Masses", 312 — 27th Street, New Yor, congratulating tho subject for his © 
_veeent article in "New Passes" rocgarding the "S$ California incident." 


The September 22, 1936 issuc of "Now Masses*® contained an article — 
by Exuce iinton detailing the rosults of an interview of Harry Bridges by Minton. 
The following is an excerpt frea the articles "The workers retain no illusions — 
that the bess? interost can coincide with these of the majority. The day of 
cooparation is past, though the necessity to back union struggles with political 
aebion ig. nos generally widerstcod...+.. Tho eaployers understand, however, 
the election's appreach. A lockout next month can pub the Roosevelt Adninistra- 
tion on the spot." Sutherlaid Denlinger, in “FM of Decomber 29, 190, 
erlticized an arbicle by Eruds Minton in the thon current issue of "Tow Masses® 
in which Minton is alleged ta have stated that tha International Studentis 
Servico Confercnee at the New Jersey State College for Nomen vas boing 
regimented and the radical, point of view supprasced. 


"In an arbiclo in "Now Masses” for Decemker 23, 191, entitled 
"Second lind in Washington", Liinton advocated the formation of production 
committees including workers in ov.ry plant in the country to inercase 
production and stated that the Goverment badly needed toa reach the peoplo 
with inforcation and explanation that would bring full, understanding of what the 


war is about and why it is worth fighting. .- . 


Tho technical surveillance maintained om the Communist Farty 
hoddquarterd in Nor Yor!: City disclosed on November 12, 19h2, that Joseph North 
of "Yeu lasses" quoted excerpts from a letter fron Bruee [Minton during a con~ 
forance with Avian Landy. Apparently tiinton had written in the letter that 
Mihai lovich had openly collaborated with the Italians, and had aveided clashes 
iith the Asis forces, and that the State Department suspected that the Axis 
Teaders, rather than tako action against Uihailovich, had encouraged the entire 
Corumist campaign. landy advised North that it would be necessary for Minton 
to tako tho matter up with North before North could publish it In "New Massas". 
Landy further stated that unIcsa he had positive assurance that several of the 
gentonces were corroct, he would not advise sonding it in and that while Einten - 
stated he is collecting facts and Washington accepts them ac such many of tha 
_ statements are in reality not factual at all. 


he 


Yhe highly confidential techuical surveillance maintained on tha 
Creckeslovakian Legation in Washington, D. C. revealed on April 2h, 19h3, that 
ono Fapakels'in New York asked Ir. Hurbau at the Legation if he should send tho 
issug of "New Masses" for April 21, 1943, stating that there was a vory bad 
azticle in it ontitlied "Eorle Check and Double Check". Fapenok advised Rurtan 
“that he would send hin a copy if Hurban did not have ono. He conplaincd that 
Fruce Uinten had bsen given some holp "and now he writes such as this." Ho 
further stated that Linten asserted that ho bad Boon to see Palic and Hurbon 
obated he rencukered that Minton had been thera. This apparently refers to 
a visit by Hinton to tho Legation at which tine he consulted with one falic. 


. In this coniection is is intoresting to note that tho samo informant 
diselosod on April 25 1943, that Brace linton of "New lasses" inquired of Ur. 
Falic at the Legation whether thore was an agreonent between the Caechs 
regarding Czeeboslovalian dependency. Falie monbioned tue treaties and in 
rosponse to a farther inquiry by Minton regarding a treaty concerning pre-lunich 
boundaries, Falic stated that he bad no information at that time; but that ; 
there vas something im the New York Times of Yobruary 22.and 23. (On the same 
date, according to the highly confidential technical surveillance at the 
Fussion Enbassy, Eruce ilinton inquirsd of Fedor Orekhov as to whether he 
rememberod the date of the treaty beiveen Russia and Cocchoslovalkia setting 
outs the postwar boundaries of Czecheslovaltia. <Orckhov roquested finton ta get 
_in touch with hin the following day. ; 


Tinton had also inquired of Mr. Hurban at the Csechoslovakian Legation. 
on April 10, 193, as to Eones’ title and was informed that Benes was Fresident 
of the Republic. He also inquired concerning one Hodga (phonetic) and vas 5 
- advised that this individual was the former Prine Minister. This information mas 
', reesived through the technical surveillance on the Czechoslovakian Legation. 
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The Glivedon Incidant 


The February 2h, 1942, issue of "New Masses contained an article 
by Eruee ikinten entitled “Vashinchon's Cliveden set ~— Appeaser's Who's Who." 
The article vas subtitled "Conc to 'Friendship House’ if you want to meet 
Washington's 'Gliveden Set’, the rendenvous of America's Ilunichmen. Bruce 
iMinten's oxpose of tho kigh and mighty who esnedx at the Frosident's program 
for victory. Uhere Finland's Presops gets an oarful, That did tho Vichy 
Attache learn before leaving for Tokyo?" The.main substance of the article 
i8 contained in the Pollowing quoted paragraph: a 


"In truth Mrs. lcLeants guest ish should arouse far more tneasiness than 
it has up to now. Mest of her constant visitors have two things in comin 
- their hatred for Fresident} Eéosevelt and thoir admiration for the devious tays 
of fascisn. That appearg to be the link asonz such oddly assorted people most 
often entertained by Mra. leLean —- Representatives Martin Dies and Hamilton 
. Bish, William R. Castle of the AvoricaFirsth Committco, Igor Cassini, Laurence. 
Youd Robert, Jr., Senators Uheoler and Hysy and lirs, liglean's om son-in-lar 


h3 


toon, in settlement of all costa relating to Grommell's miTiion dollar law suit. "New 
Suvi —_Meesee™ aise made a statenent to tha effect that it had found no evidence that | 
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Senates Robert Rico Reynolds, J. Edgar Hoaver, State Dapariment netables 
Breckinridga Tong, A. &» Berle, and Loy Hendersons Mrs. 4. Hitehsll Falmer, 
lire. Tionel Atel2i and her dapper brother, James Gromeeli, the Finnish Minister 
. YijeImar Precope; the impeccably dressed sserctaries and attaches from the French 
and Spanish Esbassies, and mest surprising of all, John L, Texts, sch of thess 
parsons hes been Linked with the isclationists; many of them have been called 
appeasersy not a-féw were. prosinent in America First or endorsed America First. 
policies; and almost all have at one tine or another exprassed admiration for . 
Mussolini, if not openly for Hitler.®  - | chotao 
“Qhe Daily Verker* of February 20,-2942, advertised the above-mentioned 
article as a Vgmashing indictaent of America’s Appaaserg.® - es 


Criminel Libel Warrant Refused Bre. Nelean 


On February 20, 1942, according to the Washington News of February 
21, 1942, and the Washington Times Herald of the same date, Hrs. Evalyn Walsh - 
Holean unsuccessfully attenpted, to obtain froa Edwin H. Curran a warrant for the 
arrest of Brace Hinton on charges of cximinal ibel based upon the above-nentioned 
article in "New Masses." According to the Washington Times Herald of Harch 7, 
- 3943, Ere. Uclean testified befors a Grand Jury in the District of Columbia on 
Harch 8s 1942, in an. effort Go obtain a criminal Ubel indictment against the 
subjec * a é ‘ ‘ 


; games H. Re Cromisil, former Hinister to Canada, according to the 

Naw York Pimes of Moreh 11, 1942, filed mit in Federal Court, on March 10, 1942, - 
for $1,000,000, charging that Broce Ninton in an article published in "New Hassas™ | 
bad Libelously called him an appeaser and an associate of 5th columists and a 
slanderer of President Roosevelt. The conplaint was filed through Soi A. 
Roserbiatt and Willien Jaffe, attorneys. . The defendants named in the suit, 
according to the New York Times, were Weekly Masses, In¢., publishers of "New 
Hasses," and Bruce Hintori. . a 


the "Detiy Worker* of April 9, 1942, and April Vi, 1942, carried ad~ 
yertisenonts for an "Anti-Clivedon Rally for the Defense of New Hasses and ; 
Freedon ‘of the Press" to be held April 12, 1942, at Vanhattan Center, 34th Street 
and 8th Avene, New York City. Bruce Minton and Buth McKenney were scheduled to. 
appear on the program together with such others as Pred Wyers and Feter ¥. : 
Caechions. According to the "Lally Worker" of April 13, 1942, the rally was 
actually addressed by Bruce Minton and also heard an appeal for the release of 
Karl Bronder, who; it was charged, mis being kept behind bars by the same "Cliveden 
Set. A gubstantial sun™ was paid by "New Nasses* to James HB. R. Cronwell on. 


Kugust 26, 1942, aceording to tha Washington Times Herald of the following day, 
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_ Viewpoint of the appsasers and defeatists. "Hex Basses” Purther steted that 
Groswelita public utigrantes since the onthreak of Vorld War IT and other 
information indicate beyond doubt thai; he is strongly anti-txis, and the inclusion 
of his name in the "Gitveden Set" was an erro which "New Hasses" greatly resrabted 

‘and wished publicly to retract. ; Bs 


Appearance Before ‘International. Tabor Defense- 


_ & Spaech concerning “4merlou's Cliveden Set" was delivered by truce 
Minton at the dinner forma of the International tabor Defense's National tonferansa 
- i Civil Liberties in Suppert.of the Wax on April 6, 1942, in New York City, — 
Winton stated that “Americata Cliveden Set" attenpts. jo repext the pattern of 
. Similar 5th eoluan activibies in othet lands, according to the "Rally Horkort 
Of Aprik 6, 1942. . | 


Radio Broadcast 


The technical surveillance on the Comunist Party Headquarters at 

Washington, D. 0. revealed that on february 20, 1942, Adam (provably Ada Raping 
~ Washington eprresptadent for the *fatly Worker") inforned rartin Chancey, Secretary 

of the Communist Party for the District of Columbia, that thers were tre subjects 
thet could bé talked choat, namely “Cbstructionists in Congress and "the Cliveden 
het." Chimeey stated that the radia progrim had beon set up and thst inten could 
taik about one of the subjents. ater in the day Winton told Martin Chancey ‘hy 
could talk on ota of the subjects from 10230 to 10<45. tater an weldentified 
‘individual romented with gong printing press concern informed Chancey that he 
would have the proof by late afternoon and Chancey told hin that on Hare 5 
Bruca Winton would speals instead of Adan Lepin. , : sy 


The sane technical survelliance revealed that on March 2, 1942, Hertin 
. Uhancoy advised Ruth Mekenmey that the zadio was "Jitters! about the fortheoning 
. breadeas? on Thursday night because of possible Lawsuits that might arise fron it. 
He stated tts radio station wantad a aopy of Sruce Nintonts speech by the next 


night so their lawyer could review it. 


_ Isher that day, ateerdirg to this source, Yorman Reed of Radice Statien 
-  HSBG advised Hartin Chancey thet one of the largest ptoskholdara of the Capitol 
Zroadeasting Coapuny had taken exception to their handling broadcasts of the. 
. Gomunist Pariy and threatened all sorts of things if they cotrtdnuad te carry the 
-broadeasts. Shancey asked Ir. Reed whether in his opinion the dbjections were saused 
by the title of the brosdeast for the following thursday. Mr. Reed replied in the 
negative end stated tha stotkholder cbjected to time being sold to the Comiunias 


e ‘. 


. Martin Chancey then Immediately informed Adam Lapin, according to thig - 
technical surveillance, that because one off the steekholders of WUDG was cbhjecting 
ta their breadesst belng carried by WG, Minton weld not be permitted to spealc 

on Thursday. Chanesy asked Lapin whether any of the "CGliveden Seb" wan one of the 
radio conpany’s stockholders. lr. Lapin advised Chancey thet the breadeast should 


not be given up. 
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On March 3, 1942, according to the technical surveillance on 
Comunist Party Headguarters in Washington, D. C., Martin Chancey advised 
Albert E. Blumberg at Baltimore that a stockholder of ‘the radio station 
had refused to let subject speak on the "Cliveden Set" and stated to 
Blumberg that capitulation on this matter would wean closing of all radio 
prograns by the Conmaunist Party. Bluaberg recosmended that the subject 
of the talk be changed and that he should not put up a fight on the 
subject of the talk. CGhancey stated he would go to the radio station and 
contact an individual concerning the difficulty. 


Hartin Chancey then got in. touch with Roy Hudgén (mesber of the 

National Comittee of the Communist Party) at Algonquin 4215, New York Gity, 
and advised: him of the trouble with the radio station. Hudson instructed 
that he determine whether the issue was the broadcast on the "Cliveden Set* 
ar the preposition of carrying Party broadcasts as a whole. Ha instructed 
Chancey to consider changing the subject of the talk as it was not desired 
te complicate the fight against the “cliveden Set" by injection of the Communist 
Zesnee Martin Chancey thon got in touch with Bruce Minton, according to the 
technical sarveliiance, and advised him he had spoken to Blumberg and Hudson 
and that Hudson felt they might have to make a concession on the subject of the 
- tak. Hinton requested Ghancey to tell Hudson he agreed with ypim except thab © 
he saw no reason for atopping the fight against the "Sat" and that he should 
insist on their wights. He stated his speach, did not mention anyone in the 
Weliveden fat" or any group of individuals, but that he would telk against 
appeasers und those fighting the unions and would give the Communist opinion 
ag to the war and all-out efforts. : 

- - Tater in the day, according to ths technical surveillance, Minton 
‘advised Chencey that he woulé send tha seript over to him, and Chancey 
stated he thought they would sucesed in having the broadcast because when ke 
 €old the representative of the radio station that he did net want to file | 
suit unless compelled to, the representative appeared to “soften up" and 
yequested Chancey to send the speech to the station for review. Chancey Informed 
Winton he did not want to be the sole judgé as the matter was very important 
and Communist Party policies were involved and he felt that two or three members 
of the Party should Jook over the speach. ; : . 


: An informant of Assigtant Director L..B,. Nichols, not. Yurther identified, 
saw the script of Wintonts broadcast which was in the files of Andrew Bennett,  - 
Attorney for WDC, ‘The informant stated the theme of the broadcast was & 
denunciation of the so-called “American, Uliveden, Set3;" that no names wera 
mentioned, but that Hinton pointed ont that his listeners imew the names and that 
they had appeared in “New Basses" and were well known to ali. The only name 
mentioned was that of Congressman Dies. Minton alleged the “Cliveden Set" 

were tools of Hitlerism and Nazism. He stated that since they erlticized 

the Communists and the Comunists were Allies, therefore, they were not behind 
President Roosevelt. : : 


~Sbei4 | 
On March 4, 1942, the technical surveiliance on Comunist Party 
Readquarters at Washington, D. CG, revealed that Andrer Bennett, Attorney for 
WaDG, conversed with Martin Chancey and told him that ha had been reviewing 
Bruce Ninton's tal and could not permit it to go on the air because there wore 
too many bad elements in it. Chancey suggested that he, Minton, and Bennett 
confer so that Bennett could point out the bad parts. Bonnett stated it was the 
entire talk and there vas a controversial issue that bordered on Libel. . Charicey 
suggested a talk on increased production might ba substituted and Bennett advised 
hin this would be satisfactory if they could have the script by the folloring 
morning, but that the Browder cass should not be mentioned. 


. Martin Chancey then informed Hoy Hudson in New York, according ts 
this source, that the radio station would permit a talk on production. Martin : 
Chancey then inquired of Adam Lapin whether he could spexk on production and 
iapin inforned him that the notice was too short. Chancey then informed one 
Oscar (Possibly Oscar Weatherford) that subject could not make the talk on 
Uarch 5, and that he, Chancey, would speak on the "Battle for Production 

ee be a talk in support of Nelson's talks This may possibly refer to 
Donald Nelson. 


_, On March 5, 1942, shortly after noon, Nomaan Reed of Radio Station 
WiDG told Martin Chanceyy according to the’ technical surveiiianca on Comunist 
Party headquarters, that the serips for the program that night was satisfactory. 
He further stated that this was the last. program that eduld be pronizad. 


ye On Maxch 7, 1942, the technical surveillance on Commmist Party 
headquirters reyealed a conversation between subject and Chancey, at which tine 
subject was very angry and stated he felt that the situation relative to 3 
broadcasting had besn grossly mishandled, in thas they did not got a lawyer 

and that he thought they had done the Party a lot of harm. Hertin advised 
‘subject that he was disappointed-in-his attitude and indicated that 4 Communist 
‘should not disagree with a decision of the National officials, Hinton informed 
him he felt the situation had been mishandled and had been misrepresented to 

' New York. : . 


Trip Through Hiddle West 


7 ‘Yow Magsas" of April 18, 1944, announced that tho gubjéet waa on 

youte to California where he would be the West Coast representative of the 

publication and while en route, was stopping off in key cliles of political 

chin led in the Middle West to gather information for a series of articles in 
er Masses." é 


Subject arrived in Cleveland on Yarch 23, 1944, intending to rensin 
there several, days to gather material for a story én the 1944 elections. Thig 
information was secured through the technical surveillance en Communist. Party 
headquarters in Olevelend which further revealed that subject stated ho had 
several, appointments, including one with Marie Prince whe was to arrange a 


_ meeting for him with Richard Edison Reisinger, Regicnal Director, Region 2A, 


United Autonobile, Aixeraft and Agricultural Implement Workers of America, CIO. 


_— A& Lowlsville, Kentucky, Bruce Minton of "New Hasacs" was the. princl~ 
pal speaker at a meeting of the Forum for Denocracy sponsored by Claude Halstead 


Van Tyne, a known member of the 6 3h _ held on April 4, 19445 ab 
1925 South 3rd Streét, according % Director of the a 


foulaville, Kentucky, Branch of the Communist Party and a eonfidential informant. 


The technical survellianca. on Contunist Party headquarters in Indier-= « 
apolis, Indiana, disclosed on April Sy 19445 that Bruce Minton was at the heade 
quarters of the Communist Party on that day and was to diseugs Party activitles 


in Indiana with Blmer Johnson, a Coomunist Party function in order to maka 
ine 26 lid avecruiting meeting Zor the inteLtectiate, [—___] 
— & confidential informant and a member of Branch 108 of the Professional 


Gup of the Indianapolis CPA, advised that she attended a mediing on April 12, | 
1944, a the Varrén Hotel in Indianapolis at which tiue Bruce Minton was the 
principal speaker. The chief purpose of the meeting wag to provide "ingpiration® 
for the intellectuals of the Goomunis% Party in Indianapolis. 


, At Wilnaukes, Wisconsin, the wlerdphons aurvelllance maintained on 
dosephina E. Nordstrand, a functlonary of the Wisconsin. State Comittes on Scolal 
Logisiation, reveaiad on April 12, 1944, thet. the subject conferred with Hiss 
Nordstrand, Ned Sparks, head of the Wisconsin Communist Party, and Esther 
HMsenscher, 2 Communist Party member. Minton stated the purpose of his trip 
threugh Wisconsin was to contact people both favorable and unfaverablo to the 
Cosomunist Party and obtain fron them a political picture of the state so that | 
he might write on thé subject. He stated 1% was not hig job on this trip to 
convert people to their (ie@oy the ‘Coamunists) way of thinking. 


On Hay 29, 1944, & letter which later appearad in "New Hasses® for 
duly 45 1944, was written by Ned Sparks, Wisconsin State President of the OPA, 
addressed to Bruce Hinton and congratulating hin on an article he had writton 

- @iseussing the political situetion in Wisconsin. 
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Tho technical survyolliance on the Ghicags kendandrters of the Ocn= 
munist Party diselesed om April 17, 1944, thot Bruse Minton would be in Ohleage 
during ths encwing weck. Willian Le Patterson, Qhienago Comunist Party 
functionery, requested ene Goldie (possibly Goldie Shapiro) to get in touch wlth 
the South Side Section organizer of ths Party and attenpt to arrange 4 meeting 
for the South Sido. 
This tochitiea’. surveillance disclosed that the subject was In Chicags 
on April 19, 1944, and planned to go to Missouri fron Chicage and theme to 
Los Angeles, California. Subject discusaad the Dies Comalttes with Eugone David, 
Cemunist functionary in Chigage, wha desired te havo an. article written con= 
cerning Hartin Dies and wis of the cpinion that if the article vere properly 
written, Dies could be dofeated in the election. — ; 


An informal reception was tendered the subjest at the heme of daceb . 


Pom, West Buena Terrace, Ghicaco, on April 22, 1944, 9% 8420 Polley aucdxd~ 
ing t a confidential informant who has furniched informe 
tion concerning books provided by tho CPA through lis booletere in Chicago. in 
connection with the houge party, Goldie Shapiro had requested Arthur Stern, Art 
Director of the Abrahsm Lincoln School, to conduct group singing at the party. 
Goldie Shapiro was reportedly active in the Regers Park Professional Branch of 
the Communist Party. This infornation.was obtdined through the technical sure 
yoillance on Communist Party headquarters. i 
A Friends of the New Massos meoting was held Apri, 23, 1944, in the 
grand balixroon ef the Hamiiton Hotel, 20 South Dearborn Sireet, Chicago. .Tha 
subject of the program wag "The Seoret Plots Against America." According to 
information furnished  — confidential informant and a uiexber of 
the GPA, head of the Anerican Vigilante Intelligence Paderation and 
a confidential informant, and the technical surveillance on the Abraham Lincoln 
School, Brute Minton was the main speaker. The technical surveillance on Gn~ 
munist Party headquarters in Chicage revealed that Minten intended to procead 
from Chicaga to Higssourl ard thence to Los Angeles, California. 


“Now Madses® Reception, Tes Angeles 


Om Jund 30, 1944, informetion was received through the teghnieal sure 
 yoillance on Eligsbeth Leach, organiser of tha Northwest Section of the hea 
Angeles County CPA, indicating that she was arranging a necting te ba held on 
july 1, 1944, in the home of Bruce Minton, 1427 North Kings Road, Loa Angeled, 
for the purpose of discussing "New Masses't magatines A suryellianca later con= 
ducted at this neebing by Spocial Agents revealed that 1% was attended by 
approximately fifteen members of the Northwest Seotion of tho Comuniat Politiest 
Asgcciation, The technical surveillance on Elixabeth Leach's heme also diselesed 
that John Héoward Lowcon, CPA funotionary in the movie indusiry, had, coapleted a 
tebter sencerning a reception to be held for Bruce Hinton and Ruth lcKenney, 
editors of "New Masses" at their hone on July 1, 1944. Invitations to the 
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‘Keception, according to the technical survelliances om Elizabeth Teach and 
“John Howard Lawsony were sent out over the signature of John Howard Lawoon 

and indicated that Hinton would act as oditer of "New Masses” in Hollywood 
arid had already. been gathering information for publication in tho maganine. 


ttfan Who Lead Zabor™ = ree ‘ 


‘fen Whe Lead Labor" was written by Bruce Minton atid John Stuart and 
was published by Modern Ago Rooks, Incorporated, in July of 1937.- Ths book 
présents a series of biegraphies on Willian Green, William Butehesom, Edvard 
F. HeGrady, John L. Lewia, Heywood Broun, A. Philip Randolph and Harry Bridgds, 
Ti an acknowledgment opposite the table of contents, tha authors express gratl- 
tude for the tgenerous assistance” of Louis Budens, Theeders Draper, Iserence 
Enery, Granville Hicks, E. W. MeDowell and Ruth McKenney, and state that they 
are especially indebted to Harold Seidman, Gowles Scholar in Governncnt. Fad 
Yale University, for permiasion to use material fron tha first draft. of his 
fortheening book on racketeersy 46 Herman Reatier, for material on the Vest Coast | 
Maritimo Unions; ta Robert W. Dunn, Grace Hutchins and Hy Kravit of the Iaber 
Research Association; and to “a member of the carpenterst union who Tor covicus 
reagons must remain smonymoud.: There is a piblicgraphy ‘contsining references 
to numeroug books, nany of which wore written by prominent Commniets. Ag an 
exemple, thero ure cited "Micleadors of Labor" and "Fron Bryan to Stalin" both 
by Willian Z. Foster, Tho gowauthor, doha Stuart, is doseribed on the jacket 
of the book ag a former student of biological science at, Cornell whe desided 
that, history and polities interasted hin more thon tho nlcroseops. After 
finishing at Cornell he was sent to Parle by Jobn Reed Harvard Alveni Geombtieo 
49 gather materiel for a bisgraphy of John Réed which he later wrote in 
goliaboration with Granville Hieks, Y& is further stated that Stuart has also 
been on ths Editerial Stat? of "New Hasais" and oditer of Healthc and fyglens. 
Tt was stated that he planned to write bicgraphies of cutstanding labor leaders, 
ths firet of which would relate to Eugene V. Debde 


Mien Who Lead taber was reviewed by Winifred Raushonbush in the New 
York Herald Tribune of Novexber 7, 1937. She stated that the book would hava 
buen much more comprehensible and better organized if the. authors had written 
& preface ih which they had stated thet they were Cemunists and that they were 
telling how labor leadera "ling up fron our point of view as Communists.” 


"the Fat Year and thé Leant 


: Bruca Minton and Jolm Stuart alse collaborated on the book entitled ; 
‘The Fat Years and the Lean’ which waa published in 1940. The book was rovieved. 
by John H. Grider in the New York Times for April 24, 1940, under the heading 
th Teftiat View of america Between Wars." According to Orider, the volme eaves 
one no choice but to catalogue the authors as fellew travelers, Lf not sutright 
Comunist Party mesbers. Tho reviewer comments, “fhe book emphasizes the part 
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Somuumisn played in‘ organizing labor...The manner in which the antheest £5 
writing entangles the ideas of deaccracy with ideas distinguishable as hackneyed 
foamuniss propaganda....leaves Little doubt that they travel in spirit with 
the party of the cxtreme left. Their sumary of the Communist Party abtituda 
toward the actonplishnents of President Roosevelt's first term Jeayeg ona but. 
to remark upon the striking resemblance and. reaffirm hig suspiclens that this 
book represents the elaberation of the Commmist viewpoint during the lagt 
‘menty years, The book fans the flenes of class distinction and the authors 
state repeatedly the economic ills that hayé plagued this country ain resent 
yeard could never be eradicated so Jong ag capitalion rules. A manuscript of . 
& foreword for "The Fat Years ond the Ivan" was found among the material stordd 
by the Bransteng at Westport, Connecticut, prior to their departure for Washine 
toa and was confidentially made available by Mr. Edward Nash of the E. C. Hash 
Moving Gompany. The manuscript announces that the book 4s an attempt 49 gauge 
the prédoninant economic and political trends in the United States since it 
‘sent into the Mrst World War and states, "For the most genercus guidance, we 
ave indebted to Alex Bittleman and Willien %« Festery to Dr. Samuel Sillen and 
Ruth MeKenney we are grateful fer many courtesies.* 


"The Fascist Menace in the USA® 


. A sixteen-page pamphlet written by Bruce Minton was published in 
April of 1934 by the Underhill Publishing Company, 162 Maynard Street, San 
Francisco, California. In the intreducticn, Minten states, "The author of this 
pamphlet is a member of no political party and hag never been interested in 
propaganda.'t The pamphlet, purports to report a conversation which occurred 
between Minton and a worker who called at Minton!s door in search of a job. 
ha conversation involves a4 discussion of the sapltaliat system aud the de- 
girabllity of replacing it with a Comunistic systen. Fascien is polnted out 
as the extrome to which capitalistic bosses inevitably gravitate when their 
profits cease to be high enough to satialy ‘then, The Soviet Union is. generally 
referred to as the ideal toward which other nations should strive. Revolution 
ig mentioned as a possible way to abolish capitalism and the booklet ends with 
an exhortation to obtain Communist literature and to read the Western Worker, 
the Daily Worker anda Yew Masses. The last sentence concludes, "IN1l get in 
touch with ths Communists some evening seon." A copy of this paaphiet is 
available in the Bureau files, having been purchased by former Special Agent 
George J. Starr at the Workers Book Shop, 121 Haight Streat, San Francisco, 
Galifornia. 


trad Over San Francisco 


at ts Among the material stored by the Branstens prior to their departure 
fron Westport, Connecticut, and confidenti2lly made available by Mr. Edward Nash 
of the E. C. Nash Moving Company, is the manuseript of an article dntitied, "Red 
Flag Over San Francisco" in which the subject!s address is given as 666 Santa 
Barbara Read, Berkeley, California. The article reports the opening of the 
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Séviet Consul's Office in San Francisco. ‘The Consul is described as "a little 
man and looks a bit uncomfortable in his tails." Jt is stated that the repre- 
sentative of the Workers! State recolves the capitalists, the bourgeols, and other 
consuls representing hostile countries. The author states, "fhe delegatas fron 
the US Army and Navy arrive in full imiiform. They greot the Consul, politely 
Salling welcome. They actually shake hands with him, although he cones fron 

the land of Cosmunism. Privately they know all about the Communists, know that 
in the Soviet Union everything ia lousy; that the workers eat little children 
and carry bombs and wear beards." In conelusion the subject writes, “Across the 
strast are the fine houses of the financial leaders, the backbone of !Denocracy,*® 
the backbone of Fascisme The Soviet Consul receives. ‘The Workers! State sends 
the representative to America. The workers in San Francisco know the Consulate 
is opened. Some day they say we'li open our consulate in Moscow, Langston 
Hughes apeaks to the Soviet Consul. He wrote a song, *Pub One More 5 in the 

Wek, the S Stands for SovietoM =~ . 


Syndicalisia Trisl 


The material stored by the Bransteng at Connecticut also contained 
a rough draft of an article "Hore California Vigilantes by Bruce Hinton. The 
article describes the strike of a Philippine Labor Union in Salinas, 100 miles 
south of San Francisco. Among other things, the subject states in the article, 
“The Vigilantes set out to save the Salinas Valley from Moscor, Communism, and 
higher wages....Thea Red scare hag been raised feebly and unsuccessfully during 
. this strike, The Philippino union has no Gonmunist lesdership, no connection with 
_ the Cannery and Agricultural Workers Industrial Union, and the membership is not 
Communietically inclined,...The newspapers throughout California consistently 
raise the Red scare whenever workers strike..sWhen the Vigilantes swing inte 
action it is impossible to diatinguish them from Hitler's Storm Troops except 
that as yet they do not wear uniforma.t : 


. Another xough draft entitled "California's Legel Lynch" by Bruce Minton — 
was found aneng the material made available by Mr. Nash. She article discusses 
: a-terlal of certain alleged Communists under the California Criminal Syndicalisn. 
Act and atates that the arrest of the 17 took place during the wave of terror 
that struck Celifornia immediately after tha San Francisco general strike. In 
‘this article the subject states that California is closer to Fascien than any 
other state arid is = testing ground for Fascism. “If the reactionary program 
of suppression ard terroriss can be launch éd with active success in California, 
at can be utilised in other states as well...Jt is teo bad that the proceedings — 
cammot be broadcagts; for those fortunate te be present it is a splendid groundwork 
in Marxiom...0n trial with the 17 workers is not only the Commmist Party but 
‘all workers and intelleatuals, a1 pacifists and anti~Fastists, all. liberals 


and, students," 


fhe material stored at Westport, Cormecticut, also contains a rough, 
draft entitled "ths Counter Revolution Joins the Prosecution." A portion of the 
article is devoted to one of the defendants in the criminal syndisalion trial 
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naned Norman Mini who evidenced what the subject terme “Trotekyite Iranings. 
Reprosenting Wini was Albert Goldman, deseribed by tho. subject as having been | 
expelled from the Communist Farty. The author condemnd Trotsky and quotes 
ease red having said, “Trotskylam is tha vanguard ef the counter-revolutionary 
curgeois,' : BX , 


There is also a draft of a two-page article which concerns itself with 
the. selection of the jury for the eriminal Byndicalian trial in which District 
Attorney McAllister 1a deséribed as a "Red baiter extraordinary. 


a A copy of a.lotter from Hichard Bransten, 666 Santa Barbara Road, 
Berkeley, California, dated January 20, 1934, to a Ur. Taft, apparently at the 
American Civil Liberties Union, was also found anong the material stored by tha 
Branstens at Westport and confidentially made available by Mr. Nash. In the 
iatter the subject criticized Mr, Taft for failure to take an active part in the 
criminal ‘syndicalisn trial and stated that the subject and his wife are extrend- 
jy disappointed and that the Civil Liberties Union is in effect doing what ib - 


would have done had it ignored the Sasco-Vansetti Cases 


Federated Press 


A compilation of writers was prepared at the Bureau in 1938 based on 
a review of the Federated Press fron Janvary 17, 193'7, to April 5, 1938, which 
disclosed that Bruce Minton is one of the writers utiliged by the Federated Press 
during that perled. 


Reviews of Books and Articles 


Bruce Minton reviewed the book "Democracy Works by Arthur Garfield . 
Hays in the Daily Worker of March 29, 1939.. The review states that Hays expected 
objections to the beok by Cocmunists. Minton takes issue with Hays, stating 
"He opposes Commuriien and mistakenly considers that the Sovieb Union and Hitler 
Germany arg both dictatorships that accordingly negate Demécracy." He further 
states, "fo Mr. Hays, dictatorship 1a evil whether it connotes the rule of the 
majority as in the Soviet Union, or whether it is the rule of a corrupt minority 


of monopolists as in Hitler Germany.” 


fhe Daily Worker of April 25, 1939, contained a review of J. H. Plenn's 
“Hoxicd Marches" by Bruce Minton in which he said in part, "Much more should have 
been said of the criminally destructive and traitorous role of Troteky and his 
clique who havo proved invaluable allies of the Fascists. The Mexican Communist 
Party isi treated in a regrettably superficial and unperceptive manner." 


"You Might Like Socialiem - A Way of Iife for Modern Men by Corlig 
Iamont was reviewed by Bruce Minton in the Dally Worker of September 25, 1939, 
in 4 manner very favordble toward both the author and the book. Winton states, 
1. ..0two chapters in particular recommended themselves: tho discussion of 
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Stclalien in the Soviet Union, ‘and the chapter entitled tke Road to Peace.! 
The Soviet Union hag forged. a new life with untold promise for its citizens and 
for tha World. ‘The Soviet Union fought valiantly to preserve the peace of 


_ the world and to stop the aggressor. But alone the Socialist State was unable 


to prevent Chamberlain and Daladier frou encouraging Uitler to breals the paace 
and from enginéering a new and ferocious wareeetYou Might Like Scolalism’ ig 

to read the news of our times, the news of Socialism is the hope of the world. 
Here is a book to hand to friends who hava hed an overdose of the daily press 
and lost. their ability ‘to distinguish between hysterical lies and the truth that. 
sonétimes emerges despite all of the attempts of the editors to write it out." 


John LL. tewis i at 4 


The technical surveiliance on the CIO Maritime Committee at Washington, 
D. Go, revealed on February 23, 1943, that the subject informed Sadle Sokolove, 
wife of Hartin Chancey, State Secretary of the Coimunist Party, Washington, De Ce, 
that he was preparing an article on dohn 1. Lewis. He. requested any information 
available on Lewis through their mutuel acquaintances. 


Paramount Pictures: 


VRambling Arotind Los Angelas,” a. column in the People's World, San 
Francisco, California, contained the following notation on duly 14, 1944: "Bruce © 
Winton, 'New Masseg,! West Coast editor, acreon writing for Paramount, reputed 
to have an idea a minute, all of them godd...Wife Ruth McKenney also at atudio,* 


BIOGRAPHY OF HERBERT HOOVER 


Northeast Branch of the GPA, Washington, D. C., and a to enbial informant, 
advised on September 20, 1944, that information had been received that Seymour 
Bakst was employed by Richard Branaten to do. research work on material concerning 
a former President of thé United States, Herbert Hoover. She stated that Brarist 
was planning to write a book on the life of Herbert Hoover and that Bakst was 
employed to hely in the resedrch work and was te receive the sum of $6,000. 
He was alst to ii name appear in the pook as the person in charge of the 
research worke = further advised that Baket was engaged in the 
‘research work at the Library of Congress and had stated he expected to complete 
‘tha project. in Washington, D. C. and eventually be on the West. Coast working on 
the game project. Thére was no indication ag to the character of the book 


excapt that it wad to concern the life of Herbert Hoover. 


: The Los Angeles Field Office determined that the subject received 4 
letter on March 29, 1945, from Doris Schneider of Harcourt, Brace and Company, 
Publishers, 383 Madison Avanue, New York City. The detter closed as follows: 
“Tits good the Hoover book progresses and I well sae the San Francisce Conferénce 
might have an important bearing on your story." The ietter stated that the — 
writer had got the subjects message to "Frank." It is believed that "Frank? 
may be Frank Horley. 
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the nee 
was illegible, Initials on the letter indSeated it was dictated by FV tho my 
be Franks iewley, The letter requested thet Sransten "keep us posted™ regarding 
the Roover booke 


regarding the Camemist of the Beenetens referring to their trip 
to San Feancisce to cover the tz Conference on belwif of "Hew iacsec." 
The writer inyuired, "How is Rictard getting on with the book axl when does he 


bs gan being nimself up te date on thy lows Life of the Hematens." fhe iotter 
Anticates that Collins differs wlth th Branstes in his polifioal beliefs end 
refers to himself as "2 gay who is called « reactionary in the Liberal circled 
of Hew York and a Red in the conpervative cireles of Pilladelphia.* 


was throngs eonfidentisi. 
mente ie. Brucsten, who is probably the subject's mother, forwarded to the | 
subject newspaper clippings ard articler wrikte: by Herbert Hoover for tho North 
Se eet peer AL eae ae See ee eee ree 


Sqmour paket 


Dewothy Strangs, an official of the Cha, uss informed by Segeme Dalat, 
according to the mlerophone survelllanwe om CPA bcadquarters in Madhington, 2. Cop 
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OLED 
b7D 
CPA Dunctionay and a cont Lidert tad orsant,s 


Meld office that Baker is occugying Reading Roan 2t at the Liteery of Congress 


information concerning Harbert Loovse. There arw no restrictions poverning the 
langth of tine the ros ean be retained eesept that it must be 


ty Tomard Norbert Heower 


The fellewing waxterial has been asserbled in this section fu the pepe 
that it may be af some value in forecssbing the tenor end sontan’ of any | ograghy 
of Herbert: Hoover, whieh may be written ty the subject. 


of hanetown falke past a few Congresanents houses oa do wuniers. Denonetretd ons, 
masa movtings, organizational megtings vaek in the commmitien diumuesxing the 
issues end the war = that is what oem vile 22) the difference." 


On Ady 27, 1943, "Kew lizsase" included an article ty Bruce inten 
extitied, “The CIO Hebilines,* {his article secusss Coress of heaving follosed 
the lead of the Hational Association of Manufactarers in whet it deseribes 
“extreme asti-Rocesvelt, anti-labor, artimueasditional surrozier epecciame” 
The sxticle refers te this coalition betwee Cengrecse and the 
Se eee eck Xt states that the CIO has not 
“plot.” It reports thal the Cro taken the effernive against forces of 
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records also show that Louise Bransten received $30,000 in cash from ong He 
Jerusalem whe dicd in 1920. 


__ Tha technical surveillance on the residence of Lonise Bransten 
disclosed that her mother died on August 18, 193. 


TILE, PURPOSE AND CONTENTS OF BIOGRAFHY - 


Fhotegraphic copies of the work so far eoupleted on subject's 
biegraphy of Herbert Hooyer have recently been made available throuch 
Strictly confidential source, together with copies of correspondence re= 
lating to. the blography exchanged betusen Richard Bremsten and Seymour Bakst 
and betveen Richard Bransten, Herbert Hoover and other individuals, and copies 
of material apparently being used es research material by Bransten, and copies 
of several 3 x 5 cards recording the titles of publications which are else 
apparently being used by Erensten for research purposes. This hes been 
divided into five sections as follovs: 


Le Gorrespondence between Richard Bransten and Seymour Bakst, 
II. Gorrespondence between Richard Bransten and Herbert Hoover, 
| . Levi T. Pennington, William A, Morris, Dector Ray Lyman Wilbur, 
and, Vo de JOPONGs. : : . 
ITI. ‘the first three chapters and Chapter Five of the blography 
bearing the tentative title "Defeat - the Story of Herbert 
Hoover," by Bruce Minton, with the assistance of Sy Bakst. 
fy. Miscellaneous research sources. 
Ve Card index of publfcations used in research. 


The following is a summary of the material trensmitted by the 
Los Angeles Field Office: ‘ , 


I. CORRESPONDENCE BETUEEN = 
RICHARD BRANSTEN AND SEYMOUR BAKS? 


The correspondencs botween, Bransten and Bakst deals with the Pinencial 
and other arrangements between them, the cbjectives, purposes and contents of 


the biography and the discussions of various problems relating to it, 


-RESPONSIPILTTY POR BIOGRAPHY 
Bransten males it clear that he desires to write this book himself 


Gigs “EEbhout collaboration and that he assumes full responsibility for the final text. 


Las 
« NLenorls, 


in a lotter to Eakst doted Sune 13,5 19h, Brensten otatess 


"iy idea is to,write the woot: myself, vith your rasearech, 
* The book weald be presentod to a publisher when possible, signed ac 
follcies ‘Eruce liinton, with tho asdistenee of Bi Rolot.? fT want 
to write this bools myself without colloberation, mith fol aelmewLeig~ 
nent to you as abéve,; and in additiod in the preface, or t Ke 
preceding aslmovledencnt.* ; 


tn another portion of the same ietter, Bransten statesy uf 
Will take full responsibility for the findl text," and agning "ZX went your 
help in formation, in approach, in theotys Yet Twill take responsibility 
for the Lindl mse, for its mistales and its wealmeaseg, ft 


Evonsten alee stated: 


“The book is my respomsibility, ny idea, end I wlll write 
it and take full responsibility for ite crgenization, writing, -contenits, 
approceh and oublooliyererccel a2 nb offering collaboretion since 
Lwmt to do the uriting and alee tant final décieion. se.seseE reserve 
the right ta fine decision on any question,* 


in & menerandom recording the acreenent bebveen Eransten end 
Baksé datcd dune 20, 19hh, Bransten stated: . . 


"It in undorstoad betucon.us that I take final responsibility 
for the contents, approach, and mathéd used in the book, ard that FT 
shall be responsible for ell writing. I shall.make the transastions 
for publication in ay ume and any other bisiness arrancotiontiesaseae |. 
the book shall bear the siqnature My Bruce Hinton (or Richard Bransten 
if I so decide) with the assigtanee of Sy Balsst,!'.on the title. page," 

. i 


PINANCING THE BIOGRAPHY 
ianenatent maintain amtaemmeceme meee oan 


It appsars froa the correspondence between Bransten and Bakst 
that the writine of the blograpby is being financed by Eeansten. There 
is no indication of any financial assistance fron any outside -scurce. — 


On July 13, I9bh, Bronstea weohe to Bakst: 


"Yesterday we pulled tha trick wo set out to do by 
Deceriber ~ that is, to sell ani original movie story and secure 
ourselves for approxinately tha nex yoor. Th that time Roth 
mast finish her novel and I want te sek a real start on ths 
Hoover bockesecessein order to dusure cur hitting the movie 
business again, ve must do some entertaining and see certain 
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pooplessesseeelf Rath and I feel we can hit it agein, then ve skell have 
te tele tine out for a movie story ~ about a month for each onc.t 


In the sane letter, Bransten advised Sakst that at that time he 
hed $2,000 to spend for rosearch and that he figured that the {2,000 
ould cover Bakst's fee for ten menths. Ie stated that he did not think: 
Battst eould finish in that time and that he, Brensten, veuld try to raise She 
renainder necessary tomotime betweon August, 19h, md Way, 19d. 


On dune 30, 19k, Breneben advised Balet that ha could not ga 
teo deeply into an investment on such a gamble on such 2 boolte 
"T wah only offer you the poor recompense of 3,009 for 

ew months vor. Should it be necessary to stroteh your uork past this 

time, then the receayense should ba ab tho eaue rate of 300 a month. 

Haturally expenses for postage, riaterials, and necessary travel I 

wilL defer. I am enclosing a check for $2,000 with the understanding 

that you start work on Septenber 1, I9hh, aad continue on the job 

until June 30, 19h5." : 


‘Braneten advised Beket that the remaining $2,000 would be paid 
before March 1, 1945, ab the Jatesb. 

‘On September 26, 19hh, Bakot aclmowledged the reecipt of Bransten!s 
check Lor $1,000. 


Bakot congratulated Bransten and Ruth "on ‘selling another story < 
pardon me, an idea,” on February 5, 19h5. This would appear to indis abe 
that the Branstens bid just prior te that date sold sn idea or story 

_porslbly to 2 motion picture ecmpany. 


ECHIDULE 


Ga dune 13, 19hky Bransten advised Bakst that within the noxt 
year ho desired to geb a real start on the Hoover pelt. He stated that 
he end Ruth vould have to vork in the motion pletars studies fron duly 10 
to Huly 31 and thet after that he expected to he mere or less free to 
sort on Hoover." He alse stated: . a. 


‘S92 eourse I have obligations te the ORL ond shall do 
gone tenchings moreover, in order to insure our hitting the movie. 
business again, we nust do sena entertaining and ses cortain poople 
and in adéition, I want to hand the Mi (andeubtedly ‘ez tasses') on 
article abowk every byo weeks, Waich tales about thres dayd to do — . 
gotteing mterial and withing. If Inth and J feel ve gan bit 1% again, 
$hen wo shell, hayé:to take time oub for a movie story ~ about a penth 
for dach onc. Bub I de vant to de the Heover bool and expect oa stark 
seriously after duly." 


-e 


Bransten also advised Bakst on dime 13, 19h, that he vould 
Tike te start writing about February 1 and would Like to finish the book 
by December, 19)5. 


PROSERCTS FOR SALE OF BOOK 


Bransten has expressed a belief that the publicatlon of this book 
will not result in any great profits to himself or Bakat and that its readers 
will probably be confined to individuals of leftist tondencicese 


In 4 letter to: Seymouxy Bakst dated dune 30, 19d, he states: 


NYou will get no great fome or results out of the bock. 
if it is successful and creates interest, it will probably create 
4nterest only on the left. I thin’: you will get aleng vith me a 
veluable body cf knewledge and that both of us will be better 
Mormcioteesececeoel think you will gain knorledge with me that will 
enable us to teach, that will provide 2 base for future vritbing and. 
future worl: of all sorts. I think you will be fitted for worl: in our 
press, and that if you don’t rant that sort of work you will open up 
other perspectives." - 


In discussing the terms of Bakst's compensaticn, Bransten states 
that he agroes to split all roydities from the book, 


Nand if this boolt by any prepostdrous chance should prove a best= 
seller (hich it won't), or soll to the movies, or what not, then any 
iviconc from it shall be shared equally by both of us in the seme 
extent ib vould if we were collaborating. But I again emphasize that 
ZX donts think this agreement means anythings so far as paying eff goes. 
Ib is only a very outside chance.” 8 


DUTIES OF SERIOUR BAKST 3 


_ Seymour Pakst-was hired by Bransten primarily te do research worl: 
for the book. Bransten has,-havever, made it clear that he exrects more then 
mere research from Eakots In writing to Bakst on dime 33, hk, Bransten 
requested Balkst to read and chetl: the manuscript with him and promised that 
Bakst's advice, eriticion and susgestions would be integrated as well us 
he, Brensten, covld do it. Bransten stated; "I want your kelp in formilation, 
in- spproach, in theory.” : . . 


In w letter dated June 30, 19h, to Bakst, Bransten stated: 


"T+ is possible iso to got research assistmee at a reasonable 
rate. But with you I get much more ~ I geb help that Is intelligent, 
_ parceptive, and creative, and I ¢an trust your judgment and put a 
great deal more on your shoulders..«se...0f course I shall eccnsult 
you and diseuss things with you and look forward to any suggestion 
or criticion,.® 


&9 


G OUEINSATIO: CE BAXST 


The conpensatien te be received ta Seymour Eeket for his ascistanca 


to Bronsted is three-fold, He is to reso a $3,000 eovering his work fron 


Sophenber 1, 19hh through Mey 31, 195. ou the event 1b is necessary for his 


to continue beyond that ates he is to receive cash cenpensation at the rate 
of 0300 per nonthe 


In addition, tho heel: is to bear the simature tHy Brace Hintex . 
(or Richard Branston) with the assistmee of Sy Bakst* on the title page. 
Eronsten is alco to atteupt to have thie olensvbure placed oa the eover of 
the book ds well as on the dust cover. 


Bakot ia also te receive one-half of all royalties acoruing fron 
the bock, its reprint, ‘translation cr use In any other medluri. , 


fha correspondence indicates thet ‘the sum of $3,000 has already 
been paid to Sakst by Bransten. | 


-—ASSTSPANGR BaoN winoatonto 
eo The correspondence between Brensten and Bakst indicates that 
Bakst has vecoived agsiotdice in obtaining bocks fraa one Vercantonlo. 


In writing to Bransten om September 11, 19hh, Bokot stated: 


WI was up to Harnantontots ¢ office and his seoretery “told 
me that you had written. They were extrenely cordial and csoperctive 
and told me they would be g gad to request any books to be withdram 
fron om the Library for us. ’ 


It is believed that tha Hiamontente referred. to is Congressmen 
Vike Ease and that the Tbrary referred to is the Library ef 
Congress 


On Ogteber A Dik, Bokst Advis ed Ermsten that ho ‘was up to 
Harets offies"™ and, | 


Edith Jobnson (she sends Ruth and you ker boat regards) is going to 
ebtain for no ell of Hesver's bectis, Thesa willeens in very 

handy vhen we start working on Hooverts intellectual and political 
develogzent and can be eas sily inbegrated with the historienl and 
eolor naberial.® 


. £Y flied 
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FURCOSE AND CONTENTS Of BIOS SPAFAY 


Mornist Approseh, 


In a Tebtar dated und 13, Uhh, eee expressed great cenfideneo 
in Bakot's scholarchip, accuracy, Marxian, and judenent and in a letter dated 
July 75 19h, Baket professed respeot for Branstents jedgnont and expericnes 
and Isced to their cooperaticn "to produce a good, If nob greats Harsist bools. 
Bakst advised Brangten In a Ictter datcd duno 27, Uhl |. 


8] think: we should both do sexe baghe introductory 
reading. A nurler of books I would quggest are Pickhanov's 
Mole of the Individual in Histery,' “laterialistie . 
Coxtcoptlon of History,’ Lenin's tInperialion,t Brovderts ~ 
tPeheran,? ond possibly Lronticy or Ilex on the ecrictntro- 
tion and centralization, of eapltal.** 


-. On Senterber 26, 19h, Bakeat wrote to Brancten, "I don" tint that 
now it would serve any grosk purpose to diseyss thoorebivel questions ‘concemiing 
=P presentation of ‘the back since we both have tho basic Larnist approach te the 
a end the man. ‘ 


Bakst sen’ %o Brensten on August 17, hh, am issue of "In Fact,? 
waich Era sake had asied fors and an article on Hocver from "Seviles Rugeia Today e# 


“Fpen tho correspondences betveen Branston and Bokot, ‘It appears thes 
they werd considerably worried by the disagreaenen’ which then existed within  - 
the Commmnict Political pssctiation with rempagt to the Line vhich the Associe= 
tion shevld take in escnomic and political affairs and the ectek Fhich this 
disapreement might have on thelr book. - 


Tn a letter to Bronsten dated, Angust Ws 1s Batot states: "I just 
got beck to tomnee. tT did reecive your letter concerning the nature of ae 
ete. Just befors I cam back to the fair élty of 0.0., I sav ¥. Je gerenes 

and mlomuted the netter with him,” 


“Bake t wrote wore Polly to Bransben concerning hig discussion’ wh " 
2 derexe ¢ on. August 23, 19h. At thot tine Bakst stated to Branstent . 


S3iecr sbout mo petting with V. J. Jeroue, who ra found to be ° 

a very sveli guy. £ explained the question involved generally, = ito 
pasia rolation-to our book. Sines this probilct had not been diseussed 
previously, ha didatt fesl. he could uiye 56 us on immediate reply. ‘Hom WO, 


TL 


ad . 


he suggested that we submit to hin, first, the exact nature of the 
controversy and, second, a thosis of cur intended work which is to 
include an cutline of the material te ke covercd and what we intend 

to prove, thus enabling him to discuss the matter fully end give us 

his suggestions, oriticilons, ete. For cbvious reasons, I think the _ 
thesis should be written by you oud I would approciate having a copy 

of it. In the course of our discussion, T pointed out that we intended to 
use Lenin's basic definitions of imperialion as a foundation end showing 
how 1t applies to tha peewliar development of capitalion in Aroriea. 
derong said that if we exested to ude thede basic definitions, etc., 
that such a boolt would certainly serve an excellent purpesa. This 

Led Se to belicye that he is in general agreenent with these formulations 
4s to the mature of capitelism and that is the sua and substance of the 
KrabtorescressOn ponsideration, perhaps 14 was a little optinistic to 
expect a reply to such a quodtion upen its first presentation. I 
vealize how inportant this is in relation to our book. It would be 

very sad indeed for us both to spend some ten er more months on a 

bock that vould only have an ephencral, value. Taat ia, alvhougn we 

want ou treatise on imperation to be consistent in the light of the 
present cltuation, at the sane time we cameos forget that certain 
classical Marxist theories still hold true and that should be the basis 
of car appreash. No —- [tm not hedging on Teheran, but some of the 
arguncnte being raised on tho Goast (probably a rofleetion of some of 
the articles which appeared in the D,\/., partienlarly by Hobs. Minor) 
give me conse for dismay, And now, I'd Like to cet ny 2¢ Inte the 
discussion. Mith a fey minor additions to your formulations as to the 
natare and decline of imperialisn, I feel. that you are correct. " 


oe there follews 2 Long exposition of Bakstts views on capitalisn and 
inperidlisok as related to current events. It is believod thet the letters 
D. U. in the above quotation represent the "Daily Worker. 


On Beptesiber 19, 19k, Bakst advieed Bronsten that he was goings to 
‘New York on the 26th, He stabedy 


"If E. B. (Havl Browder?) will be free to ceo mey I vill try to 

get his opinion on seue of the stuff that has been plaguing the Coast. 
I hope T dont meet dereze since I don’t Imo waat, if anything, you 
Wrote hin. Naturally, eny discussion will be.directly in relation to. 
what's happening on the Coast and nok portinent to the book," 


4 letter freon Baksé to Branaten dated October 31, 19h, contains a 


rather long discussion of the currens Line of the Communist Political Agsocintlon. 
Bakst states: - : 
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“Even cat koro, altho thé idea hasnt} been forcullated an a 
pecltios, there is a great deal, of tall: about prosvosaive espltalica 
ond the Gommmist Political Association leeders aro provty busy thane 
Selyas explaining the wonterful things that eaplichisn nas done, is 
doing, and vill centinne to do in the future. of course, this is ali 
ovell bat I think thoy are abandoning Morxion for tho salte of jestifgine 
& position; rather then hevine the pesitien follies the Varirist approach 
te a histories! situation. Those giyc, Like Winer end Foster (nob se 
mush Porter), are avecoptine to encunber diolestias with a new thesry, 
néemely, the vise and deeline ond thea again the rise ef a system which 
is decadent. Prantly, I think that thic position, by the yer natere 
of evento telsine plase on the internatlonal ‘sceriey wlll bo smashodecece 
of course; I dont% mean to imply kere that Tohersn is impossible, but 
I am cortainly agains’ the approach being tekken tith repard to the 
échicvoment of Toherane Et is nolthor Marist nor intelligent to 
ay person who has studied world eaunaqe from a Marxist VLGIPOLNbssecae 
It seers to ne that the correct approach would ba that Teheran ean 
Work, not becouse eapitalion is prograssive, bub bessaso in its 
norLbund stages, it mush find a sclution te problens that foce it. 

We Suppers thio solution thas capitalion is seeking since 1k also 
benefita the werlint classes and progressive. forces of the workd, 
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Section II of the meterial furnished by the Los Angeles Offiec contains 
& copy of a lother fron Y. J. Jerome to Branston dated Hovenbor 295, 19k, which 
gon bost bo diseugsed at thie point. In the letter derene stated to Bronstens: 


SI vas so lapresseil with your letter and your analysts of your bool: 
in progress that I tock the liberty of showing it to Cenmrsde Browdor, 
Ho Liked your projeated treatment of the Hoover theme, and requested 
ma te convey to you his: opinion thes you are fon the right track.? 
I know it vill make you happy tolear this valued confPireation oz 
your central thesis. I hope you will proceod with the work," 


Viteatetest aera sind. og Aowaghn 5 Pe as ee 


in a Lotter dated December 29, 19h, Batet stated to Bransten: 


Ne hed 2 class tenighh in thich AL Lanon digeusse timporialion 

as & progressive fores in world affairs and imperialien will continue 

to be that in the postwar poricd.t This is nob in itself the whole 

story, bat overything else that goes with it wae throm in for good, 
metsure, lee, the aboliticen of Class struggle, ste., and. his formation 
on the peaceful transition te seeialien is without 2 doubt the canpicte 
adaptation of the neliorion of the Second Internationale, dock, steck, and 
borrel. a 


Oo menos Dit NAb Or Mons Bw, 1 


WAnouy other profoundities, be deson's eare i? capitelism as it 

exists teday tould lest for another 960 million years.’ ‘You have given 

me gm insight to sexe of the rubbish they are peddling on the Coast for 
Uswxleu, and ag Al said, Mfor a furthor adaptation of Berxism and Leninisn,? 
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Bat the stuff I heard tonight is almost unbelievable ceming from 5 
responsible leader and theoretician of the Comamias Political 
Asséciation. I dents know whether to be insulted or fletterad 
after Alta haranguc of Narxisa in the present world situation! 
when ho told me that ny appreach was academleses.-L an certain 
that Al has not concocted this position himself, but is no deubt 
carrying back the officiel attitude of the Netional Cemmittee, | 
This disturbs me 2 great deal and I would therefore be interested 
to know if, in your letter to Jereno, you raised seme of these ~ 
questions and whether you received a reply." 


As will appear hereinafter, the plan ef tho Bransten biography om. 
Yerbort Hoover. is to link Herbert Hoever with Americon imperialism and to shor 
that he was connected with the most reactionary forces of imperialion and thot 
the decline of Herbert Hosver coincided with the decline of American imperialism. 
Qoviously, if the Communist Political Association were to take the line that 
. drperielion and espltalisa are after all progressive, the effet upon the theory | 

- of the biography would be disastrous. : 


TWOFOLD CHARACTER OF BIOGRAFAY 


; It appears from the correspondence between Bransten and Bakst that. 
the bloeraphy of Herbort Hoover is to deal with the development and cose of 
capltalisn and imperialism in the United States und with the life of Herbert 
Hoover, viewed against the beckzrowid of his timos. : 


In a letter to Bakst dated June 13, Iokh, Bronsten stateds 


: "The book is 4 two-fold onee.seThe excuse 1s the Life of Hoover — 
bus the hook is the Life end tines of Herbert Hoover, arid an analysis 
ef why he does things his way, why We thinks his way, what is his 
purpose, that he wants, whet he foreseetse..ethe guts of the bock 
will consist of a detailed widerstanding of American caplialist 
developzusnt, of the formation and matheds and reacons for American 
imperialist development, its specifie characteristics, ettscecseesso 
The main topics we will have te understand are somobiing Like this: - 

(1) How and why did American inperialion develop ons of mercantile: 
-. gapitalion, (2) What did this do to the domestic econemy from 1870 
‘to the present tive. (3) 4mericats relebions in the Far East, the Boxor 
Rehellion,; the Open Door Policy, the Great Nar, subsequent developments, 
the war with Japan, relations with the Seviet Union end China, why dees 
WilUcdile take the Line he does in One World, why is there opposition to 
it, where does Hoover stand. (kh) Letin Ameriicu, through the exploitation 
of the 20's and the Good Neighbor policy to the present war. (5) — . 
Relations with Europes for this perked. (6) Amoricats colonial policies — 
why and whereforee (7) The export of capital, what it is, hoz it works, 
‘Why and wherefora, and an examination of the problexy of the exoort of 
eopital in light of the Teheran position. (8) Hew and why did America 


Th 
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Get Involved in the Pirst Vorld Ver, in this Vorla ver. (9) A closa 
serutiny of Hoover's role in the Far East, in China, in the mining 
businosa, in werld var relief, in the first intorvention and tha | 
killing off the revolutionary movenents in middlo Burane. . (10) 
Hoover's rola ac Sceretary of Commerce, his philosophy, his 
‘ perspectives, why ha fought with Molloa, shat capitalist interests 
he reprosented and shy. (11) Hoover as President, the way and 
" Whereforg of his actions, (12)}' Hoover ag leader of the Liberty 
Leaguse .(13) Hoover as leader ef the 2nd atbenps at intorventican 
(Finsish war). (14) Hoover ac) aspoaser, presen philosophy, why 
, and vhexdfora, what ore its roota, then dess he sped: for, wha reasons, 
ets. so we mst point ont the clear differences botvden the develop= 
ment of imexiean inperialion aml British, French, German, Ruasia,. 
Tealian and Japanesa inperlalisn, Ue must understand this thoroughly. 
Uoreover, Ve must understand the speelfie quality and personality ef . 
freriLeaa imporlalicn.! ~ # 
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' WHth respect to the mebheds of dewling with Harbors Hoover, Bronsten 
fursker cbatess oa | 


"Gore must be taken thet all quotations, figures, and so forth, 
ave absolutely eccurata. Research must be checked as well as the 
uaterlal cheoked back after 1b is put into manuserips. Farthor, 
We must be careful nob to misrepresent, not to take things ows of =: - 
context, nob te rlg.the material. ‘That you understand acwell, ac : 
1 do. Also, ve must be sympathetle to Hoover, give him every breels,. 
so that he is destroyed not by us bub by hiuscl?, that nis taxposat 
exerges from the material, and with the bast will in the world on 
oux part, he becomes what be is! ae 
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: in a letter to Branston dated duno 27, 19h, Bekst oucgesty thet 

they sot. thenuclves tuacperspectives of werk ab the oatsat, the first being 

to become intimately fonillar with the~subjestive life of Hoover, lmawzing 

his overy Reve and action for the entire period covered, end the socond being 

te study the risa of Arorican capitalig, its influence upon the other 
imperialist nétions, its search for markets aad colonies, ets, Batts 

stated: “Once we have sufficient information shout Hoover and the developnent 
of both American and foreipn inperlalism, I don't think 24 will be too diffienly . 
te place Hoover in his proper historical setting.” £4 : : 


Beket also suggected with reference to the methcd of doling with 
Hoover, "In principle,.I think thera is one thing we should try to avold. That 
is, to quote Hoover against himself in order to texpose® the rogetionary role . 
played by him. Rather, it. shurld be appreavhed fron the point of view that 
Hoover retrogresses at the same rate with decadent. imporialisn, inaszuch 
as he is an individuol reflecting and acting according to. the ideology severing 
& given section of his class, He can then be destroyed, nob by uss but by 
himself." With reforence to the point of view that Hoover retrogrossen at the 
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Same rate with decadent impsrialim, this again reminds the reader of the 
trepidation with which Bransten and Rakst tiew the theory held in sone quarters 
in the Communist Political Association tactha effect thet capitdlisn and 
inporlalism may, after all, be progressive, 


_ ina postscript te the Letter of Jme 27, Ish, just referred to, 
Bakst mekes the following significant stotemsnts: : 


"As Iwas ready te send off this letters Hoover delivered his speech 
to the Gonvention. Sinte I now feel a close Iinship to hin, I had nore 
than an academic interest in the views expressed by this creat statesmm, 
Ga the besis of the Line he laid dom in his eddress, I think it is more 
than Iimperstbive that we politically castrete him and the section of Amsrican 
fascism for which he spealts. His anti-Soviet slanders; hia program for 
the establishrent of reactionary goverments in Europes his approach 
to solving the national questions via ruszed individualism and open= 
shoppisms his plan for the utter destruction of Teherans hig three spheres 
for the maintenance of peaces hic internabionalisu (apparently via 
telephones or special delivery air mail) in tho pericd of peace and 
reconstructions etc., lay baw the perspsctives of the Hooverite 
clique. Needless to say, I could go on and on, but it occurd te me that 
you don't need te be convinced.” 


’ On September 26, 19h, in a Letter to Bransten, Best referred to a 
letter he had received from Brensten wich he stated gave him a preeter - 
Forspective of the maserlal they wanted eovercd in the buck. He stated: 


"Tt really boils itself dow to: Understanding the forces that 
gave rise to imperialisms the specific action talten by the various 
inperialist countriess the entrance of the U. 3. ag an inporialict 
nations also the effect of imperializn on Hoover; the effect on Hooverts 
actions and thinking caused by bis relationship with the innumerable 
typss of peoples arid rovernionts that he dealt with during his carter. 
Also, to examine Hooverts private life and secial Life to see his reactions 
When he could relam and be off bis gucrd. Theny Wa see Hoover exerging 
as on International figure «- a lecder who is faced with war, social 
revolution and the heterogeneous strugsles that face eapltelicn in the 
epoch of the general crisig of capitelion, We then examine his philosophy 
and his guiding ideolesies. For Nocver no longer only reflects ths effeets 
of the tines upon him, but takes- the hozemony auong inmperinlists in 
. trying to mold events, which finslly culminates with the position talcen 
by Hoover and bis section of finance and eapital,® 


It is apparent that the portions of the boot which had been Finished 
were submitted by Pransten to Bakst for his eriticism, inacmeh as Bakst trete 
2 long Letber to Bransten dated February 18, 19h5, embodying his criticions 
and suggéstions. ; 
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fakst adiviesd Bransten, on captasber ie This Cae Be bot alee 
iuncitee sean eotross eaas would give tee cn em insight into foover with re~ 
gerd to labor, his ability as « mine manager, oxi hig “finsnoicl manipulations". 
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Seymour Gizebis ideas us Lo the mibjective ‘ia’ davialocuasiecos of Kerbert 
Moover are seb out in detail in a letter to Sransten doted carbebdr 26, 19h, 
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Brosdany, Ena Drangdsco, taltfaenia, dated Juche 21, LOLS, Sn wach ies, Choos 
ceaneten Bode the following statenmGs UL am hapey and caldevell tick you 
both hava decided dy give up polities, X then whieh gu would ge Zupther asd 
venign fren the Party oxi ees vourseives Sree frost any Jahals und abbicetions, 
i Shisgk your work #12]. benefZ0 by 26, you saline then have to Geink 8 suscils. 
wey Ghhe oy fist an Ly wey conFbiod with Fuvty ddsas, 1 


Cennidorrbie material somavered deo. teagh: discarded tyr the Branaberes 
to the Zorn of Isttere amt deaite ef Jetters Sndientes Giamstigioeiios on the 
park og the Hrenstens with the condash of Mew Massee, Ulla date af Aucess 27, 
igig, Branston ail hig wits compened & dradi a2 ao 2ebice Se the eddtess ef Show - 
Gasz2e wads they dagivad to £2 gubliehed de the cofuuas of “Kew Henges.4 25. 
deaht whis Wow Sotsdest Zor Suguat 2) aul choyachowioe’ the morauing on caseneb, 
& sepy af G Aehtey dated Auguat AC, Aho, which peobeble une nefcsdiy tenneiited 
to "iow Usesas® by the Seunptene wow rocwvared on wudeh Ute Biinaters afters’ te 
poklgn wa conbedating aditera. Tater duie of Rigest 19, OLS, Rigkowd Branston 
prepared « dent of corraspmulente te the aditere of Mies tacasst duddeoties ho 
and big wits deslrad te siute gulliely Mele Gigngerensnt ond thats daclaton te 
disaeusolate theureliver Lea Yn meso uhdels Su nob cai mob Muiiieien fey 
Sanctions bab scbualiy heiding back the progedusivs CommicS movecent.« Flere 
weet alee vesovarad a unsied Isties addressed *gementon® ond olgued by the dndeinds 
ilk. O22 Wi Cie Kekeomay ot Dente Bintes) wade eon peobobie eespoesd to bo 
CuGhused wit the Jatiue of Sula’ 2 okvoning thody soskgeatfecs, Nita eeacen 
Ser todo tection ore sch Sorts Gn thy unioted 2etter, 


ey - 
g 3h Sad 


| _ dnather dautt o¢ n Inter addtezsed their Coane vonter? and dated 
fugun G7, UhS, nitwple te axploin the desislon of the Branuteay dn vewicning 
Ge alitory of thuw Magnet dn the Moht of the tdoasehdestt of die eae ter the 
MaVanieey, . 7 ‘ 


‘ue inehnica’s gurved licence on thw xemidencse of ths tranatons diachosed 
that ot Haro 22, LOLS, Jowaph North of ‘low Ghases* talked to the Vennetens and 
advised huts Tvunston chat hor nace ond hor hughondes nase would kes eonaveil Ego 
the List of cunteibating siiterd of*iew Heuzog, Heo, Dransten. cdydued bins thde 
Wauhs, be suidetactery to Ling ond Rithand Bramites stated he did nob vent any 
farther connustian with “Hew Bapaas? unless he wis able tx yarbiednete an ite 
polloy nadine, b7D 


Ga August 12, 35L9, aqconding % domiidentdad 


Anformant of the New Keven Field Offine, Richied Dronsten attended the diave 


Gonvention of the Comunini Party, Tk, ab Teldzeport, Geniectloxt, 


_, dhe sentisentsal, iresh eovercen miintalned on the Bronsten sepidenss 
has provided 4 copy or death of a letter Dron the Branston Go Biliden 2, Powter, 
Cosmnnict Polities, Ancouintion, Hew York Clty, sabbing forth the digverencas 
Of apiniod bwtapen the Pranstens und 8iew Yecuos* ond geplaivdan theirs races 
tor offering their verigations, Xo thie letter the following statement te 
wader Vbut we nlso wenb, nore then snybliy elue 6 xovolublonary, daraist, 
militant Porky, und we lieve not got 26." On febobar UL, 2905, acoerding te 
tha tachnicol sunelenie on the Dranatens, fiehant pransten wae contaakct 
by ic2hten Plachier aod Robert Pattorson Gioth weskere of the Horwlk Procecsionn} 
Group of the Goamnde® wexty) i waperd to m wemvetehin peeking wand wiih reference 
to atudy groupe of the Mowendls Chapier of the Commmiat ferty, ie we 


idvhunt Prancian sthuded n uuating of the Profession Group OF ths 
Geasmink Party st the hous of Hovers Yabiergon, 326 North imin Strweb, Uestport, 
Gomntieut, on iedowie 15, LOG, ab whdon hw atwounced « clans would ty held 
avery other week to atudy lexan, fo denoumed Seurstary of Stole Hyena aa 
the grestest nenate to Comaunius dn the tnlted States and ebated tat Eresident 
Srimin wie mick, Zollowed ty f lee and Hovberk Hoover, this 
. peterson was Retoived Eros i pede Sazeemank of tus Nee Hawes 
- lela GET BF, . 


Ay 


incoming to the send Informant, a studs oxiap of tha Penfensiencs, 
Group of the Communist Forty see held xt tie Beanie residence on cukebor - 
2H, IDL. Vichard Branston dleieiivted typemrliten qieatlone <ecl the elas 
Giscuaued Dagells Mtootaiien ond Giesta.8 


REUTER 3 YO EL En OK Letty oh ott 


O8854 a 


Shere wis racovarad Seem the ine 56 the sched gesddansa & 


Letcer duvted Hover fy W9LG. ee Ye a, dora advised heuce iia. 


(aitag of ape sy the letterhead of the Commande Barty, Wk, tha 
- Boxes wad $6 Lear that Eitan hed keane dewotvad of hive Farby 
in ie brancl: ead Seer the Gommectdeut Sinte Goentttee, 


Thera wos glao racqvaged a droit of @ reply prepored piA 
Rrecsten on November %, Ska, i whidk he sinted he hea been davokvest 
in Pasty work gines Both pind bist ehyaye Lior Jo wotive sumer of hie 
gah, We eteied he hid teen an active wecher of the Howaalke Giub 
eivie hie apsivel in dune, 


Aecoxding to paid Cantidentint snformane{ —_la 
meeting ox the Homvalk Reofaumious, seve of the Coamunlah Porte was 
held at the Branson vertdunem Deceaber 5, 295, a8 wiciel time Secnetent 
state? that alews wee oe vies vapeur ag are iidiaieac aioshkert why 
oR Shae ta paola te wavolGe 


tier 0, Aghd, the teshniesd sweveitlunws on the teongten 


ecesener fiestowal thet Hes. Boutrlee Keller conbacted Hishard Besnstan 


onteraixy a Gomauiieh Papky oleca to be held uh tha Sivvowicen sngidence 
ie Zokleewistg evening. 


‘The Sine dcuvea xavegled thak od dinuaby 23, Johd, Hichard 
Tariatenh advice —— wake, en aiinmey at Tasks pty Cermioniient , 
whos he Ke hue Litiguiges syeineh Touice Eronsten suncarning 
tak We ead Doe wide Futh are ills weghers of Gia 
et Forty, sid that bs former wide whos ke Cvoresd de 1937 8 
sles % mains oS the Qemnmict Party. 


ttthhleek susvelilenuce on the eaten vosidetice Meclossd 


he 
Ne ns Oe SERS 9 USD Siete Si Her Zak SR at . 


hi fa 9hé. 


et Mey Fy 2 ahi decoding te the fechuiest aemvedtiexns oo 
the Sronetane, a waeon Goldring, co 
_ wdvieud Pato UranBten 3S woud _ HMounnuhy ioe bin ts 

tend « Comeniint Forty meting on Mgr Oy 1DhG. 


b7D 


E Frow toc wie he de yp anor oi a elena shy pein esata 
ot tha | got. of Inudae ond Rinse, foulsa Sransten Snetstated 


procwadinga 2peinee Beanaten ty regnin euphetie of Chelle gon, 
€achniuel soxvadldandes on the Pranaheng Gleciosed that on Novexhax 


Riticotion invwivias Lewise agra cone She Cane! body of thot s 
oubter did nob rsauht aneoniing td the Branstunta degiras, lcherd eae 
wicked that ha ani nuth Mokenwy desired to Retain dugtody af the child, 


Suro the wuatigentiel tree: ooversze at. the Sennsten ae awidence 
there wag obbained a copy of & setcor irom Bowistern: to Katies Wai4 in whiok 
he wtoted, seong other thinge, 82 de mek thinks ta ound dis the cose, +e 

_ wialival uote Sntgh: Aus wire th og mer ower coge.. ve "have & wouRan 

why hes coumktited acultery, Bh fis buett dasoral, aitd anpxdnclgiad ant hee 
havwad the gofwie of the obfid.9 


; sEpe the dvash adver there wag akan pohutwed & Cony 2 = : ‘terter 
dsted disuany 2, T9h6, directed ts Aubert ialix, Holtynoad, Cat at, 
pink 2 123k 


bey ot: 9 
4, 198, Beansten iusteucted his shtorney, gots eee oe Neer ion oa 


wich plenard ransten alaieds “reg your intiretions 


with hor on a trp with Pack Robeson at whdeh bee Tenise sad 


| detercouxce, Lonkwe alloed Yergan (Gr. Bax Yoruen) od ree to Coe ah 
hex intereied gud. Sexplainad! matin choraugiby toL qaaken Yet 
— pernizeloa ta hove & sareded waa dn bey Sou ani with hor and 
teagan y thee sr ene te diverce oni ¢ 


Jmarey hex, 
ie See Pee shrough She provien a not affec wih. Tn the dattar drenaten 


akpresnig Pree bibterly arinst Youlee Deraslen shea he dexoribed re a 

Sproshitatat aod es Rowing treated nee goa os her Lover and vary roar Seaport 
roe aS on etmust, pervert wWeich he bed beer sari ie avert only by ene 
aeay Seo hin, 


te Jovy Shy IGhG, according to this teubetoxh surveltiense on the 
Franses reskdenns, Hichard Transtar suguested Nevewnrd Wake, on attorney pl 
Westport, Bonnecbicnts to haniic his litigation, Wake explialoed he ds not 
teiak Laxyar.aut recomended Willard Crema with whom he hed bean connertad ‘ve 
Fourteen yours Gs one of the beat doled Seeyers i Connachicds, Uske saxraad ko 
arrange & conferdite in Urassyty office ah Stanford, Comuctiant, 


tv arch ty I9h6,. the Sranetens were vdvieed ty 2 noruos ened fraer 
thet the Prot thee had bees bontdated wnteh Harch 21 in the Supengzor Gah 
a. ice ld esa aedorciact be ihe taoletion? sapraltlonte es a 


rt eat SR a eres: cas 
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tai Mawel 7, 296, the oeerteul. curvedticnes disstonod that reece 
a@isted the hearin! hed 4 keen poptsoned fron Norch LL to gave 30, Loree bulged 
fcalge Rranuten that the qouxt athlon waa Sorcin: his Inka ery be and thas 
he wes FonrdoL teat the , ae Leora bia politdesd, poedtion amt teke custody 
of the chsid away tron bis. 


Picherd Reemnten udyised tole wige on keri. 20, WMS, weserding be PS 

the denatcal. surveditende, that Leulse Peauten bud deernod thy Buotody ait 57° 
sent an aieeanenk hak beea roanhed whan the gon ond wink’ Tealed 

. Parlodioatly, 


hoapnliae to the techies), xuxveitiones of: re facnaten wesddentity 
Bioehari frenaben Lauened on dane Zi, WES, thot hie attorney had received 
foveal, «i es from Lovinets abiooneye aia wottlencnt of the Litigation. 
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Frogress on Hoover Biography : 

' ‘Through a strictly coofidential source, it has been learded that 
Brensten advised Seymour Bal:st on duly 21, 1945, that he had completed the 
third chapter of the bock on Herbert Hoover.. Rakst advised Branstert that 
he intended to go te the New York Convention of the CFA, that he would vistt 
Bransten in Connectiet on duly 29 and possibly July 36, and thet thereafter 
he would get down to serious business on the books : 


° it is noted that a caifidentiel source has furnished a copy of an 
articlé on Herbert Hoover which Bransten wrote for Adam Eapin of the Daily 
Worker. The tenor of the article is that Hooverts entire career has bean 
. guided by his bitter hatred of the Soviet Union, singé he believes that so: 

dong as the Soviet Union exists, his way of life is docted. The arlicle 
atienpts to traca certain phases of Herbert Hooverta earesr, each of which 
is presented in a manner intended. to place Hoover in an unfavorable Light, 


a. Rough deafte of Chapters I ~. JIT, ¥, and YIT -ZT have been matte 
available, The first three chapters contain nething of particular significance 
exeept, that they begin to delineate the character conceived for Hooyer by the 
author, He is pictured as a boy who had a very unhappy boyhood and youth as an- 
orphan of yery Iimited means. He ia concetved as somber, wnicomunicative, and. 
morose, 3 ; 

On page four of the first: chapter, there is an apparent attempt to 
dink Hoover with chattel. slavery. At that point is related the incident of 
. & neighbor boy who was hanged by Robert E. Lee as a follower of John, Brom. 
Hoover is asstciated inplicitiy with the Quakers who vecolled Prom such violence 
and ‘pondemmed the Civil War that followed, Bransten indicates that although — 
towa furnished many men for that conflict » the Quakers subsided inte a pxeifisn 
thet repudiated the war against chattel slavery. gS 


ne Chapter II dedis with Herbert Hoovarts Life at Leland Stanford - 

donior University. His alleged difficultias with the Engiish Language’ are 

Piciancongs referred tos Tt rei -— ‘that he talked tn a tonguesbied, 
altering and uncasy way and that "he shied away fron words ag thoush he 

. Gisliked and distrusted the taste of then .* i . ne oo 


. . Gonsiderable spare is devoted to the effects of the. philosophy and ~ 
teachings of Dr. David Starr Jordan upon Hoover, According to the ‘biography, 
Jordan felt that it was wrong to waste compassion on ‘the victins of the enter 
prising. The impoverished were *esponsible for their fate since they wera 
inferior in character and energy and in their souls otd to offer charity to: 
ae Pia nb one a ae igen own ie prinnil only bred furthex incsupatence: 

and laziness. Dr. Jor ver, distinguished be *the Tord’ 
ad "the Devil's poor.” : auished between *the Loxi¥s paowt 


ARAM 
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The Lord, necerdizg to Dr. Jordan, has sympathy for poverty caused 
by sickness, nisfortune, tank of training or lack of power, while the Devil 
eisins those surk into- pauperism caused by indiscriminate giving and gothing 


onuething for nothing, ‘The tesson to be dram from Dr. Jordanta teachin 
acoordine to Bransten, ag that the competitive systex. is ordained by God _ 
Natures socislisny which is nothing less than the commnity of property, breeds 


pauperisn, and its result is debliitation and degeneracy’. 


"ate bivgrapher addsy "Herbert Hoover took this wisdom to 
heart, adding his owt Logical, deduotions that: to the strongest belong 
the spoils, aud the strugeie = Gare chemi, Pac pannapea M 
the struggle is advancsd, is the heal: ay way of life, the opposite o 
@egeneracy, Té ig a tribute to Ie, dordan that after Hoover amassed 


his Jopressive persmal. fortune he refused ever to give dims to those 


2 According to the: biogravhy, Dr. Jordan also taught that sone 
met, for instanca the yellor wacasy dre bom inforier, Tho student 


the Jews, and the imaiprants from Stuthern and Eastern Europes ‘Since 
‘the rising labor movement. appealed to such dangerous elements, Tabor 
motions were considered 3. meniee to the free spirit and Pree enterprise 
that had built. the United States inte 4 great nation, - 


% 


«..., Ubapier V of the biography desis with the successful efforts. 
0 Herbert. Hooyer to obtain possession of the mines and properties 
_ of the Chinese Fintne and ingincering Company for Bewiel Koréing and 
Company, a British organization. According to the biographer, Hoover 
took advantage of Ghanr Yen-Mao of the Chinese company when the latte: 
Fas placed unde protective arrest daring the Borer Rebellion and hing 
been ordered exeguted by tha Provost Marahal. Aftex the orde for 


pie? Straennee lower aan 


x 
} }} 
are . 4 < - 4 
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Yhis choptor polnta ou’ Eeoverts alleged conteapt for tha 
Chiness and ths ra that although he tas pald by Ghong, he wad prinarily 
a cecut for Morcings It dico raises sais question as to Herbert Hoover? 
conduct during the Slege of Thentsin while tha Boxex Rebellion war in, 
progréss. Tha blographer relates a story allegedly told by General 
snedley D, Butler of the United States Vorinos, who 2b the tins of the 
Boxegr Rebsviion was @ ieuteiont in the relief dotackwent that Ufted the 
siege of Menkain. According to this otery, Babler found eno non eeworing 
in & collar atone the frigkbened women end erying shildren and WMeked hin . 
into the sfrecta He did not Imoy this nants none tot accetns inter eald thet 
the nan tas on engineer mowed Hoover, Branston profescén to doubt this story, 
stating that Hoover's choranior mekes 1% wilikely that hs shonld suddenly ba 
pardlyned by physieal fear, ; 


Tavough the tosknical suryoilisuca beiny naintedned on tha rasidenes 
of Fithard Branoten in Yestports Conmectiout, it waa learned on August 3h, 
ALS, thet Bronste: had found the-story concerning General, Dutler and Herter’ 
. Hoowor while reading the April 30, ILS, copy of the nenilettar ie Doge 
which is published by Gcorga Seldes aud whieh was originesliy ostchlishe? by 
Ssides and Eichard Eransten. Gimcugh thig source 4% was leatued that. Bronsten 
eontagied Usorgs Sctdes and Tequesied the somes of thee data and was dviced . 
that Seldow hed obtained then feos Coveral Butler ond that Sclges aiva bad - 
Bires Inktere noncerning the mattor Prem Paal Gealloy Fronch and tro othe: 
Andivitzslo, Urench wag said £5 have worked with Ceneral Dubler for several 
yoars as his prosemn. Drangten requested pamiosion to uso the Iobterd and 
date in his blography of Harbor Hoover inaseneh 23 the only evidence he has - 
concerning that. matter was ehtained fran a back by one Homily whom Bransten 
characterized ac a Mar. Bronsten satd that it wag hig intention to dscansat 
with evidences the atatewonts made in his biography of fornor Frosident fesyer 
ao he had to be "very esrefall of what he uELiod.® 


_ Solder recalled that the. words "I Kicked bis .sées ond him inte the 

e © did sot lmow his nans nor did T care who that comerd ace. Someons 
said Jater that man was an eigineer naned Hoover," ware the very words he had 
been fold by Corieral Bptler and dmmedistely aftow tha intowetes with Extior, he 


from Paul Conley Freach for Brancten te use the data which French had suppRed. 


J | e 
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SNover Lock boelward, Vanderbilt. that is ons Hife in the affairs of state? 
Eubler in his spoeth cabled Tuskelirg 2 wild, mad dog and Fresidens Hoover 
ordered the Soerstary of the Navy to ‘prefer charges azninst Butler. The story 
iu "In Foet® quotes the ratlrond weekly "Labor" os stating that nothing cama of 
tha precesdings after Eutior ond Leonard had indicated theis determination te 
PIignE «, 


“In Fact" stakes that Ceneral Bubler indicated he afd not think 
President. Hoover would ever lek tha case tus to trish. “Hoover sont his 
aide to ne, 'said Euflor,? I satde put ma on the stand and youll kear thy 
story of the Boxex Roboblion,” Ih ig stated in "iu Fact! thet Genersh Bnt'ler 
Wag relensed almost iemodiatsly. the vtery is then told concerning Batley 
finding a man rowering among the tonen sud children in fhe collar in Mentsin. 


The rough draft of Chapter VII is fragmentary. There is included consider 
ablo naterial believed te be intended for this chapter thich deals with the - 
nenipulation ef mining storks by Norbert Hoover and its agrociatos through the 
operations of holding companies, Wealbing™ ant 'pipecine® nines, pins fixing ty 
cartel agveoments, ond "sqreening ext! snalt investors, ‘hie material indicates 
that Hoover and othex- Slndiders™ task advantage of their Imowledge ta inersase, 
thelr progite and te tdams* thate dosses om outsiders who were referred to by 
Hoover as "ihe idivts,” Thie charter is. entitled, "Four Continents, Jenuary 1906 - 
fugust 1911," : 


Chapter VIIT, which is entitled, "Eolpian Relie?, August. 19th ven A BREE 
A927," deals with Hooverts administration of the Comittee for Bolgien Relics, 
in this chanter the author develops the Tarxie’ viewpoint of the eauser of 

Wordd War X, He states that in 191h Hooverts enderstanding of sconories wag 
zoticentary and erude aad that Hoover sar only the supetficial causes of tie war, 
"Ironically, Hoover had helped propare: ‘the war vhich ‘now anaced him. ‘the 
guthor expiaine that Hoowir hadtelped build British izperialisn and te that 
extent was responsible for helping to prepare the vars In this chgber Bransten 
highly praises the cholea of Hoover to hands Lekion relief and the muamner fn 
which Hoover handled the preblen after having becn chosen. : 


Only fragnentary portions are available of Chanter IX, which 4a” 
sntitied, "Washington, DB. C., May 1917 ~ Noveubor 19182" tn this chapter world 
secnomy Curing Yorld War I is developed from the Marxist yiezpoint. ‘Zhe chapter 
Cesta with Herbert Hoovert Pood adainiatrabion tn the United States during the 
wer, It le the theme of this chapter that Hoaverts ain wad te protect sepitalian 
aad avert the danger of acclalism by keeping tho standard of living sufftelentiy 
high to prevent real. discontent. Under Hoovertg adninistration of the fad 
agenelos during the war, the biographer claing that sone vocbions of Ancri¢can 
industry iprefited excessively. . 


. Sunday Worker, 
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4 In Chapter KX, entitled, "feed Low Europe, Voverber 19M: « daly 1923,* 
Hocverts activities in the relief of Burepean countries after World Var X are 
dealt with, ‘The theme of this chapter is that Herbert Hoover used food ag a 
weapon to save Eurcge From Polshevien and Socialism and in doing so helped to 
dexclop xedctioary governments. hostile to the Soviet Toon, sone of which late 
Jolued in Hitler's attack om Russia, World econdmic and political develepnents during 
tha miking of the posce are developed from a Marxist standpoint. 


Only fragnente of Chapter EX are avalieblee The chapter begins with 
4 discussion of conditions In the United States after World War I from a Farzist 
ctandneint. This chapter is entitled, National Politics, Sapbixber 1919 « Harch 
Agai.4 Cw March hy 19hé, 44 wee Toarned through « technical suxyelilanee on 
Meherd Bransten that kien Uae of the Lally Worker contacted Brausten stating 
thet Brenotents "gid frlend™ Yerbort Hoover was back in the news and that he 
would Tike ta have Branston de a piece Zor the mews section of Sundayts Worker 
shovirig hor Herbert Heover4s coning to the White House on businoss indicated 
that the Irumen Adzinietration desired to wee the feod sftuation the sma as 
Hoover has used it before.  Brausten and Moe areoed that Hoover had ased feed 
ae & political wespon, Branstea apresd to write the arbicle but stated it would 
nou be: easy becausa he could nos Figurs ovk what Hooverts next move would bas 
Us atated that in the past Hoover wanted to fead Russia because he was opposed ta - 
bivckades. He stated thet Neover ia now ant-Saviot althongh he, Branpiciy, 
commos say so in print. 
= ee Secording to the gars gourde, Alan Max spoke to Bransten on Larch Sy 
19hG, end was advised by Bransten that the arbicle on Hoover had been matied 


special delivery the preetding night. 


On Karch 12, 19h6, aceording to the same sourced, Si Gerson of the Datiy 
Yorker comiendod the arbicle on Herbert Hoover which had appeared in the previcus 


_ George Seidexs ~ pubiicher of the newsletter “In Fact", advised Ruth _ 
Bronaten’ on Lay 19, 19hby aceording to the technical surveillance, that an official 
State Department release proved’ that Herbert Hoover neat the food situation, 


_ after the last war to suppress the Communiste, ‘Soldes states this releaee wad 


stzried by ali newspapera except the Wer York Timer and that he intended to 
“Sblast® the Times for enppregsing It. 


Richard Bronsten was contacted by John Backer on March £2, 1916, 
accoriing to the technical suryellienta, Recker advised he was eqmmecbed with the 


Datioral Citisens Folitiesl Action Comittee and was ecnbacbing Bransten ab the 


suggestion of Joseph Gair, €, Be Baldvin, and Si Gerson of the Telly Worker, He 
stabed that they hed recuntiy issued a statenent regartling the oppoininat of. 
Herbert Hoover ac an invesbigetor to wiets Europe on the food and fouine sftuntioa 
and hed pocclved roperaiscloris challencing theiy ableretion that filioving the 
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First World War Hoover had used food as a weapon against Denoorafic foreas.  - 
Becker requested Bransten to furnish verification and documentation to refute theas 
challenges. It was apreed that Bransten rould go through hig material and that 
Becker Would visit him on the gama day tu obtain it. Becker dudtoated inguitlers — 
had been received from Conteresexan Christian. Hunter (picnstic) who wag an ; 
assistant to Hoover in Belgiun, as well as from the Sonnecticu’ Citisens 


Polatical Action Comittee which had inquired as ts the reason for the ‘dlasting™ - 
: OF Hoovers | = 


| Provress on Publication of Biography 

' the’ technical surveillance on the Branston residence revesied on. 

dane @ly 19)6, that Bransten’s namiscript of the Hoover biography was in the 
‘hands of the publishér, wadse. telephone number was Eldorade 5~3610. ‘The 
telephone dircctory discloses that this number 4s Aisted to Harcourt.Brate and 

_. Gonpany, 303 Uadison Avenue, New York City. 


‘ . It will he vecalled- that tha Ios Angeles Office determine that Bransten 
vausivyed a iether on March 29, 19h5, from Loris Selmeider of Havcourts Brace and 
Gcmpeny, publishers, 383 Madison Avenues Hew York City, whateh clesed as follovas 

» Tih ie good the Rooker bool progréoses and I well sea the San Francises conferences 

Sef “*. Feve am Imyortant Dearing on your story,” The letter stated that the writes - 

Oo flags Tey tubjectts negsare to Wren.” Th is believed that Frank may be Frant: : 


: Do it was atso ascertained by Atents of the Los Angeles Office that Bransten  — 
ye ie had In bis possession a letter received April 2, 19hS, fron Harcourt, Brace and 
ee Company, thé sienature of which was illegible, Iniétats on the Letter indicated 
Wt was dictated by Fa Va Mey tho may be Frank Porler, The Letter sequested thas - 

: Bransten “keep us posted Yogerding the Hoover boolry ~ 4 ; 


Though. confidential, meand, there tas also cbserved 2 letter reecived 
= by Urs Bransten frou Alan Gx Collins, President of Guriie Bron ; Binited, 3h7 
Madison Avenue, New York City, in which the writer inquired, "Hor is Richard 
| “petting e4.with the beok end when dees he think he WiTl be finished? fan 

Se f she can bring hinsslf up £0 date 
he love Lite : letter contained coments regarding the. 
fommnish syopathies of the Branrstens. and indicated that toliins Giffers with the. 
Eroustena in hig politieaL beliefs, He res ; ee 
galled a reaghionary tm the Liberal ots , 


her 


ers to himself ag ta guy who Le 
eles of New Nori and a red in the 


The terhnienl surveillance on the Branstens bag disclosed that they — 


are writing a musica, comedy and bave wonbacted Alan Collins nS conceming it on 
Several occagionss : 7 


| od 


ot : — OB473 


On October 11, 195, flan G. Collins of Curtis Brom, Tinited, 
communicated with the Branstens. concerning a possible transacticx in comection 
with the radio rights to Ruth Brensten's story, ‘My Sister Eileen.” & 

Naomi Burton of Curtis Erowmny Limited, agents for Tress, Bransten, 
furnished her a copy of a contract covering the Italian -volime rights to her. . 
story, "Hy Sister Eileen™ on October 26, 1915, according to material fornished - _ 
by the confidential trash cover on the Bransteng. 


; The trash cover aisa disclosed that one Doris _» using the lotier 
heatl.of Harcourt, Brace and Company, corresponded with Richard Bransten indicating 
«b> Bransten had requested her adyice and assistance in a matter involving the 
physical and mental condition of Ruth Bransten, On a subsequent date the Branstens 
received additional correspondence from Doris advising she had made an appointment 
with a doctor for them, This person is probably Doris Schneider. ; 

There havé been previous indications that Curtis. Brow, Limited, are 
agents for the Branstengs, In purchasing a residence in Washington, D. Ce, through | 
Randall H. Hagner and Company, Washington, D. 0., the real estate agency ascertained 
that Dean. Witter Company of New York City and. Curtis Brom, Iimited, handled: 
mos& of the capital investments of tirs. Branstea. They furnished the real - 
éstate company with the statement of the income of Ruth Bransten for the years 
1938 through 191. ; oe, 

A confidential eredit report concerning Richard Bransten, made by the 
Retail Merchants Credit Association, Los Angoles, California, indicates that Mat. 
Goldstone, Los Angeles, and Curtis Brom, limited, New York, ara agents for the - 
subjact. and his wife, hs — ; 


tng The files disclose no information concerning Alan 6, Gollins except. 
that in 1936 he claimed to be.an 018 friend of Courtney Ryley Cooper and attemtbed 
to interest the Director in the possibility of the publication of a book by the 
Director in colishoration with lr. Cooper. This attempt was unsuccessful, 


In 1913 Collins was interested in publishing the memoirs of Princess 
Stephanie von Hohenlohe. He was advised on March 1, 1913, that the Attorneys { 
General had stated that. it was believed that publication of the menoirs should nob 
be permitted. This opinion was based on the views of the State Department, the 
Office. of War Information, and the Alien Eneny Control Unit of the Department. 


, the reeords of Dunn and Bradstreet Credit Apency, Uer York City, - 
disclose that Curtis Brown, Limited, are literary agents at 3h7 Fifth Avenue, 
New York Citys The Direetors are Alan €, Colling, President, and Treasurer, | 
and Nellie Suckerman, Secretary, The corporation was chartered in New York _ 


~1e8 =. 


\ 


Joly 35, 1919, with an authorized capital of $200,000, It was organized te 
act as 4 Urditcd States tepresentative of an English company of the Same Nene 
_ formed about 1993 in Londen, England. Collins controls the stocly of tha. conpany’e 


Curtis Brom — Ala Collins, Incorporated, was chartered in Hew. York, operating 
a8 racic agents and selling plays, sketehes, and radic material to agénts. . Tt 
4939 Gurbis Brom, Iinited, became a moxber of the Ineorporated Soctaty of 
- fubhorst Representatives, Yhe eempariy acts as ‘an agent for anthors and 
operates on a ten percont commission basis, representing about OO American and 
British authors. No Pinanclal statement is avaliable but an account is maintained 
at the Eant of the Manhattan Company, 439 Madison Aveo. | | . 
fhe records of the Oredit Barcan of Greater New York reflect that- 
Irs. Careline Brow, widow of Curtis Brown, age 76 in 19k, resides at “Peck: 
Yerm, The records con¢eming Alan Collins are negetivee> Ag of Harch, 19)0, 
Collins was a Lieutenent, Senior Grade, United States Yaval Reserva 'y. Intelligence 
Unit, Third Naval District. a 


Hor additional inforastlon. is available concerning Alan Collins or 
Curtis Breem, Limited. eo a 
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Bransten,* who writes under the pen name Bruce Minton and has been writing * 
a biography of former president of the United States Herbert Hoover. There 
is also transmitted an analysis entitled "Biography of Herbert Hoover by Richard 
Bransten." 


7 ; | ; 
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| TO ; The Lirector PATE:  g_20.16 

4 i Fd . 

% A kr. Tolson 

‘| FROM : OD. i. Inagh, ae f c bits SSE 

3 Py F ¥a kr. Glavin 
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| 7 SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was q. B5830 6 ERs 
4 INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ ( B.Sc f 
In complia with by. Hendon 
: ' : pliance your instructions there is transmitted ir: Quinn te—— 
j herewith a revised summary of information available sv. tess, mevuueu Seles Son 

i 

4 

| 

4 


You will recall that information recently received indicates that 
the manuscript of the ‘Biography of Herber& Hoover" is in the hands of a publisher, 
Harcourt, Brace and Company, 383 Madison Avenue, New York, New York. 


‘ine attached revised memorandum omits all references to technical 
surveillances and other confidential sources of information. 
The New Haven Office has now.advised that the trash cover on Bransten's 
residence at Westport, Connecticut, disclosed on July 23, 1946, that Bransten had 
contacted Mr. Braziller of the "Book Find Club" relative to publishing his biography 
of Herbert Hoover. The’ "Book Find Club" was first organized January 2, 1942, by 
Joseph Braziller, and subsequent to Braziller's induction into the Army on 
July 31, 1943, it was,under the management of his wife, Marsha Braziller. It was 
first located at 112 East 19th Street, New York City, and subsequently moved to 4 
480 Lexington Avenue, New York City. the club operates by selecting a book each 
month and sending it to its members who have the option of keeping the books or 
returning them. Each member is requested to take a minimum of four books a year. 
While the New York Office has-reported that Joseph and Marsha Braziller have not 
! been engaged in any Communistic activities, some of the employees of the club 
are known to have Communist backgrounas. The Communist Political Association and 

. the Communist Party have endeavored to obtain financial and editorial control of 
the club. ‘The Communists were not successful in obtaining financial control, but 
on.May 15, 1944, they reached an agreement with Mrs. Braziller for the or, anization 
of an "Inner Advisory Committee." It was believed that tnrough this Committee 
the Communist Party has at least some degree of editorial control over the "Book 
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Find @lub." Among the books sent by the club to its members have been the ; 
following: ; if 
Kf p Book — Author , 
ull 40 Citizen Tom Paine Howard Fast 

Undercover John Roy Carls JO Oe LO GS | (xl 

The Last Days of Sevastopol -_ Boris Voyetekhdy/ CO vs 

Battle Hymn of China ett e Agnes Smedley 

My Native Land ROD” ""rouis Adamic fo AUG 28 1259 

The Cross and the Arrow™ ‘ Albert Maltz _ 

Freedom Road Howard Fast ae 

Wild River EX. Anna Eouise Strong 

pa & iv 


The Unvanquished — = Howard Fast 
HR:aop : * VG 
t use 7 
a) 1 AUG ral 1953 COPIES ee aT? /e Jatt 3 a : 


* 


It is interesting to note that tite Queens County, New York 
Communist Political Association in 1945 offered a free membership to the 
"Book Find Club" to each person re ruiting two new members for the Communist 
Political Association. ‘ , 
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Thé New Haven Office h&s recently transmitted rough drafts of an 
additional chapter of the Hoover biography secured through the trash cover ~ 
on the Bransten residence. There is no draft of page one, and it is therefore 
impossible to determine the number or title of the chapter. It deals, however, 
with Hoover's activities during the Harding-Coolidge Administrations when he 
was Secretary of Commerce. An analysis’of this material has been made and is 
included in the summary memorandum transmitted herewith. Photographic copies 
of this material are béing made for inclusion in the loose-leaf notebooks and 
this material will be included in the complete summary memorandum concerning 
Bransten and the memorandum concerning the Hoover biography when they are 
next brought up to date. ; 


Enclosure 


~ BIOGRAPHY OF HERBERT HOOVER 
by Richard Bransten = 
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~ BIOGRAPHY OF HERBERT HOOVER be. 
Phe By Richard —Teencton 7 -- 


“Richard eens whe writes. “hdr the ‘pen Nene of Bruce Vinton, 
ee proparing 2 biography of former Président of the United States Herbert i 
“ Hoovers He is being assisted in this project by Seymour Bakst of: ey 7 
D. C., who is doing the research work for the diography. | 


There is set eat below a brief analysis. of the dortion of the. 
bioerenhy which has ae: fer’ neon made available in ne Graft fori. mek = 


: sie 2 novia” ” 
‘s -. he terttative title of the biograp ae Pofdat: ee The. story of 
HOES ty stil Py Bence ad acta sha eee af ey. fever 


aan 
= . : > 2 ty . mS ; ste I 
Say ” : e : " ~ < > 3 


Baer ee ‘FORETORD- ee 


ee wes he eatiots ao the. arate of the forenord thick hes been riadé © available ey 2 
- is brief. and summarizes the content and wurpoge of the biography, ate is set. 
‘out ; below in. fulls, a4 z 


“Nierbert Hoover: eee Lite ca the feonbied West.” Pon his early - 

. _ beéns when the boy. prematurdly shouldered his way into. manhood, Herbert Hoover - 
had faith in his formula for. success = thé pionéer formula of self-reliance, ~ 
Yet Herbert Hoover wid aiso.. Sonvinced thet ‘he could expect. no magic. results’ from 
hard work aloné: to wield a pick in @ niine, to tend a machine in a factory, — 

_ to ‘guide 8, plow'and cultivate the land as his yol atives had done for generdiu - 

- tions. would never assure him fortune and. the future, A poor young man without. , 
high»plated eomections dared not acaspt any job that-came along in the rou | res 
mantic. expectation that the breaks would follow. Independence rested.on —_- 
financial security: young Herbert Hoover resolved that his enérgies must yieta 

. dividends beyond the low estimate that a man is worth. only his hire: In tun, 

_these dividends must be shrewdly swelled to. guarantee his epcape Bore all 

a of aes eee ae the ia of ban common, Tianhe e 
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; "Herbert Hoover took for granted the turn-of=the-century: promise 
of unlimited opportunity, For Americans, particularly for Americans out of: 
the West, the world was yourig and the times were good for. calm mon with’ a 
clear idea of what they wanted. ‘The capable could icok forward to generous 
rewards: affluence, position-in the world of affairs, reputation-and honors, 


‘Herbert Hoover in his estimate started his climb to security a little behind 


scratch; but he was a pusher with an unwavering eye on the main chance, and 
he knew how to be ruthless in his struggle to earn a place for himself in 
the hierarchy of those who gave the orders, Herbort Hoover set ont first of 
ail to win substantial wealth: he planned later to: choose & career with an 


. eye on his reputation before his fellow mon, _ 


_.. “Herbert Hoover found no leisure fot cool selection, - Events cata= 
pulted him into international prominence. Still, he had prepared himself ~ 
well, and the perspectives that suddenly opened before him neither dazzled 
tor intimidated him, Logically, and almost without effort, he stepped from’ 
high position to the lofty rank of President,. Only thou, at the apex of his 


' Life, did he taste the wormyood of defeat,. Only then, did the horizons of o 


his youth close in upon him as the nation grew dldér and its economy was 
racked with rigidity and decay, But Herbert Hoover refused ta acknowledge | 
changes he fought passionately to proserye the way of life that had brought 
him dignity; he held fast to the truths of an ora he had oublived end he 
angrily rejected the suspicion that oven-truth dan alter, Through four - 


* devastating year in the White Houge, he preserved his feith; with avid self=— - 
. jusbification he sought. the origins of the rout over which he inadvertently -— 
presided not in thé policies he considered unalterable, but elsewhore, in 


* Pa 


' men's minds, in the plottings of his enemies, in the fallacies he attributed 
_ to the rest of the world beyond his control, f= o ae 


"It was the measure of Herbert Hoovers selfwagsurance that catas~ 


-trophe im office and repudiation by the people fortified his belief in the 


way of life he defended, His triumph was tho feat of surviving himself as. : 
President. Not even Theodore Roosevelt brought greater energy to the role 


‘of Glder statesman, and no exsPresident more stubhornly insisted than did © 


Herbert: Hoover thet only he could guide the nation in search of renewed vigor. ' 
And though this men of dignity became the victim of scoffers and the object - 
of corroding hate, he scorned conéession. He threw the mantle of prophecy —~ 


% over hia aging shoulders end commanded the nation and the world to accept his 


vision while there was still time'to return to the path of righteousness, 


Magy purpose in this biography has been to trace tho background and 


‘development of a public figure who became the spokesman of the significant - . 
minority intent on resisting progress and. therefore of* thwarting history, 


‘The years in which Herbert Hoover played hig considerable role were the fule- 
orum years of imperialism, and witnessed the decisive struggle between progress” 
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and ubroaedaiots ears demodracy . and Paieinme ‘Herbert Hoover knowingly” 


chose fascism because he desperately feared.the implications gf democracy.” 


His thinking expressed the despair of. 8 oma. but. pavesseye ‘group ‘whe | saw he pes 
a Sonne and, found it hateful, . ‘ 


cs itn the larger senses “Hervert. ‘Hoover caitiae agidust, the. ateabhve - 
Porees. of the common people «« and noither he nor thoso for whom he spoke - | - 


accepted initial defeats and partial frustrations as irtetriewable. The — 

. ostrugele between fascism and its antithesis; am expanding democracy, con. 

-. timues3 the outcome will determine the faté of mankind for generations. .The. 
“@enger of fascism ends only vhon its disciples have besn obliterated politi« | 
‘ally and socially, ° ax Wwell.as on the field of battle, This. sbudy of Herbert | 


Hoover atbompts to determine the factors thet persuaded an intelligent and . 


*- €houghtful man, after We saa PenOv, ang Bowers to ee his. denocrstio: 
ey heritages: : bose rai aa 


me 


aust be dui ed in ell his game cere before a can be: baal both 

.. Porsonally sad ag & proponent of. defeatism, Of ‘necessity, . the life of == - 
_ Rorbert Hoover involves the rise and coming to maturity of Américen impertial- re: 
* ism, Which ho holped. to strengthen and Which is turn Shaped his thinking. Seite Ss 


por thedx generous aid, which dds not 4 nply agreement: with the 


: ‘author's thosis om thoir Tosymioiilety shad ay: errors of fost. or r jeiguonty ; . 
fain aaagodemeee "anaes JB : peo, 


we “uokaoweager George. Seiden an a 7 
. - Newton Butler at. Hg een, Rate ee 
 Yavit. Pennington -.. gre tee a at ee 
; de th Bickford... ee oa Poe aa 
ia Dalton. Prumby 
Ruth - eco 
By" 
a AER I a 
‘Heat Branch, Tons. August Loréatngust: 1808 * i 
one ‘piest phepter of” the- book denis saith Hoover ts life ag a ag ae 


- Z ab Fest ‘Branch, Towa, His early life is ‘pie’ cured aS. | unhappy and Se 
. “saving: hin a broodings. sullen: jad... . 


"According to “the author, Soman Herter’ Hoover in 1927 described. 


his childhood days to the Towa Soclety-of Washington, D. Crs. “recalling & youth 


"f4Tied with adventure. and greak undertakings, with participation i in good and ° 


be tonforting thinga.™ ' Phe guthor states, "The passing of half's century softens 
“& menis memories. Perhaps Herbert Hoover. believed the nostalgic ies = 
‘deseribed in well-worn: slik But his aaa had not: beet RAREY* ~ 


eu ee 
. et ’ 
. -_ ‘es : 
* ioe 4 5 
1 a £ 
> 


* With Sorrow and ee and bert a ar 


: : ara: POA Pane aie oe ee a 
care ‘ : resid se ‘ : 
ae . woe es . S who . 
fee BY wag oc. 's - Paar 
wy or “ : Speech aie : 7 ; 
ee sere gee 2: tel 5 Ae ee 
: : ‘ in . ae f a * Jig 
* ay “4 * Ey 4 : . 
$e ae ae te ae: ‘ ere a” 2 
eed ee oe * Boe ey Oh ies 
> . 
: 
. ‘ 


episodes he reriembered were eens but: he sasaet over the tragedy of his «) - 
youth that left scars on the man, Neithex the joyful moments in the woods, 
, Wor all the carefree hours fishing and swimaing ond cooking over little ~", 
- #£Fres had compenssted for the pain he had known, Herbert. Hoover leff‘the - 
~- toym of his birth in his eleventh year, Thé boy who escaped the . VidLocy of | 
' the village! was a ‘brooding, sullen lad already ewan. “that: life. can. ‘be heavy 


rot 
s 


a Jesse Hoover, the father of Herbort Hoover, is piotead as an indi. oe 
owidual ineffectually revolting at the vostrictions placed upon hin in a. - 
'.. Quaker community. Hooverts mother, ee is, ae as~ SREREs.. alndst. 

; fenatically, Feligious. S es a 


Lo “arty 3 in the dueptor thers: is an attoupt ‘to “giseroait 1 Hoover. gid « ae 
othe | Quekers, ‘for theix falluré to take part. in the mbolition of chattel slavery. 


'. - &ecor ding to the biography, one of. ‘tho neighbor boys died on the scaffold: 


' 1 “with Colonel Robert E. Lee's hard eyes watching him as he plunged . through: 


ce: the trap" fer following Johti Brown on che crusade thet endéd, at, Harper's a) ; 


. The Quakers © of Cadar Country recoiled from: puch violence, condeming it. and 
_ the war thet followed, .The aythor stetess "AlL-around them tho nen. of Towa, . 


he flocked tie the coloxa, ansyering Abraham Lincoln's. Gall of. 1861 we but fow 


“game Lom. West Branch... Iowa sent: ten timés its quota ta. the wary eighteen . 


| Towa dufartiy réginents, pina ‘oavalry. ropiments,, “avd four artillery batteries ~”. te 


went into the ‘Line. “ Bub none of the forebears of Herbert Hoover, took up arms. - Ste 


“The bolds brave George Fox had defied Jsings in his uncompromising struggle 


* bo Liberate ‘the: opprosacd and the. persecuted) but the. friends of West Branch *_ 


. bronsformed Fouts militant teaghings. glorifying God and the cause of hunan~ 
end religious Preate into a te am that romniated “tho mer combs chattel 


7 * slawor et 


«Following “ae death of pig Peter, ees oe was eee to: 


ae Pewhusleto: in ‘the Oklshome. Tndipn’ Territory where his mele, Laban Miles, was: 


' a Government, Agent. on the Osage Reservation. liles is characterized as & 


‘S oe severe stid dictatorial mn, an mowiling martinet whose’ implacable ee wee tae 
“mess. was in no way softened ‘by the hos SLL ty of his Indian chargess Being an..." 


os inflexible man, he inflicted on his own childrov and his. visiting mae the. a eon 
same rules of conduct; he. daha. down oF ae ‘Indien Sarkis paca - ee 


a  kpte nis: ectir wad. ‘dtea, Herbert Hoover. corr ‘60 tive with his 
"uncles? * Alleri Hoovers. and, his aunt, M1116 Hoovers "Uncle Allan; a somewhat 


a . hightefteted mBn, Was a stern. taskmaster ,. bub fair me and what hé, demanded bs 
. from Herbert he also demanded from ‘his son, Walter. ‘Aunt. Millie ‘sorupulously ek 


‘Showed the same affeotidn to the orphan as she did to. her own ghildrén, They ... 
- ‘wexe -cood people, his foster parents,. end Herbert Liked them; bub “he was - _ 
; lonely ~~ and deserted ‘<6 and ane ak Broader over: ag fate ‘that yeaa one hit 

: -putferizig and hearbactie s", «Larus 
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“ein, Herbert Hoover Was eleven youre olds he. Lett West ‘-Bronch, tte, 
“morse, , Hieitainped ehila: aa and afraid.” ey. 
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oe eae t6 Portland, Oregon, to join his molos Drs Joh Minthorn. The .- 

. . gecond chapter of the book deals with-his Life in- Oregon. Dr. Minthorn wes. . . 
ae ‘a medical officer in ‘ths Indian. ee ia ‘also: directed a Raed Sehool.. BY 

a a a af « Honberes. Fi a e 2 pe . 2 neg deers 
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; cs : ots 3 pr, ‘{ehkthorn 1 wad 8 vulattie. of. ogotien, ‘and opperencane sok : 
“pte sober: solf-righteousness partly masked his greed, his fits of cold rage, 
. his eruelty,:and his gullibility. ‘In:mary ways, the doctor fell victim to 


' frombler adventures wALGLng, for something - ‘to turm ups an’ ‘impractical. fellow - 
.,naadicapped by a. streak. of ak mbioh x more caves shan. not ‘detorted his ot 
pelea =" s Ce pe ee ge ec 

Et es & ; “the relationship ‘petare ert Dre ‘Winthorn and fiortiort Hooves ‘is described” 
 .;, as followss "The doctox in his pious moueuts when he cig mosh moved by a © 

: " -gonse of. responsibility to his dead Sister, expressed his, concern over ‘the -- 

“boy's development with out ts y locturos, sud punishnents for derelictions or- 
shirking, all amply larded, over with, thick senctitude, ’ Dr. Hinthorn-hed . 

“ence supervised a boarding’ school for Indien boys -.his. abbitude toward ‘nis 

_>, nephew was affected by the experience with his. forner Tietrds “ahora he had. con -. 

: Sidered stupid, inferior, evileminded, ‘and above all: dangerous. Being a. 


_ an his judgnent indicsted-a tendeney toward immorality: he was convinced thet 
/ Young, ‘Herbert, was a. wastrel, &. m BABhOes ae a scamp Be a an Ampious soul.” 


Om ith tips. boy aid not vaste any: Love on his uncles. To hims the dsotar: 
' . Wea s : hppoordtion: tyrant who had dangled. the promise of sequrity. and. educas 
‘tion, Before the Hest Branch family because he tianted a slavey. to do :the dirty 
“Jobs ‘ground the. School... Youns Hexbert corbrasted Dr. Minthorn'! s .déclenntions - 
; _“- with the memories of his motherts intenge and sincere religious devotion: ~: 
as soa a oncluded that Dre" inthorn was a shan as well. as a. bully." : 


BONN gies - Hoover's allowed oo ates and, #ilence< ‘ere again brought oak in : 
J ; i. connection with his relations with Dr. Minthorn: “In the unequal contest bee : 
ae ‘tween. the dominsering ‘doctor and his resentful nophew,* the. boy had one weapon’. 
- to plague his adversary «= silence, The untle's nagging, the potty moannesses,” 
‘the arrogance could not- prod young Herbert into'too open defiance: or toors; Rate 
‘y eusiyetse — eu ren’ stasivenca s thet had “been his refug e ain Mees: ‘Braniche 
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on leaving. Test Branch,. according to ° the blographys. Herbert Hoover > 


. Bis own sanctimonious virtue; he never suspected. that he was: just enother ~~ Ee te 


medical, man, Dr, Minthorn was alert to character traits in the young which” ~~ - 
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China: Yaroh 1839 ~ Soptenber 1902 


- Shinw ti: the early wpring of 1899, While ostensibly coployed by Chang You-lnoy | ‘ 
abe oa nad Mosely the 


Most of Kooverts degiinnn with Chang weve carried: on through Shangta 


(> adviser, Gustay Deiring,, a omen who. had done. to Chins ag ayouthe “Yet Hoover . 


 itenod that Datrlisy despite bie teasted positions underabead hor ridleulous 16 
wild be to poolinne Chinese eontrol of ore depositia® 


‘the booraphy states that nithough Hoover was patd by Cheig, he was, 


“ prtaartiy & somak for Koreingy 


“this chapter dederlbes the efforts of western goveramenty te obtain 


*. goncagstonn of various kinds in Chinas Darkog tho winter of 1899-~ 1900 Hoover: 


noved to Meatwin with bis wifes A aeoréh soolety of yous patriots and bat~ 


es hoads calling themaclves I-dlo Tiuan wae organizes to éave Cine from the. - 


-. foreienerss According bo the biographer, the nome of thie zoclety when trans 
- Anted osne the xichtoout and Hareonious band. The non bendiae mistrausiatbed = |. 
 . fae Fiske and consequently the nerbors of the organization came to Selon ag 
-. MBevergit Then a.silivery dstachwent of the German Lopgatton Aired en eepuie 
povemnnnh trodge patrolling the sieunte of Pelings tha Ineident beoane the 


- laine fo ot erced cpetabic which: came to bo Ino ao the Resor Bobalions * 


- Sas Suppresaads, 


sae Ohne Yonetians hed ‘boon pindedt ander: protective arrest nee was opdered 
> mented by thy Proyort Earspals Sebring aad bie souineley perqiaded a friends 


- A Jolt oxpedition was organized by eoveral foreign comtries ond the revolt | 


-' Poltenel Bosak of the Fugaian drew, to force the frovish Marshal te comtemind 


the order, Hoover sur Detring: conwtantiy to nab preasure on Chong. Fetring = 

anand and ‘bwlé Chang that the foreleneratiore agrenbling fox nex Lleot in Chingy 
that the Inperial. Governnont cowld not posatbly prevent wer deprodations: und tbak 
the fusslane capdolally were rotclved to seled the Eeiping minge. Th wae ne 


Mn “onper a question of preserving, the wines Drom the fered puesta but of geolding - 


hich forsipn grouy would be mone likely to reapeol Chinese interests onto on 
avrangenout hed bein made 66 hand ovex the property. Chany would choose 
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hotneen complete expropriation ana sexe sort of @ deal which vould partistly © 
protect the interests of the Chinese stockholders. He wak in no position to... | 
‘bargain. ‘the british were nore Likely to make @ deal favorable to the chinese ; 


than were the Ruasigns ox. the Cersans, “so the desperate Chang gave Letting his 
powde of attorney the day after his arrest on dune 22, 1900. ‘Hetring was granted 


“the vight to hendle the property of the Chinese Mining and Engineering Compatiy as — 


he sew fit in the intorest of the shareholders. Hoovar wis elated. He had now 
only to deal. with Detring.. He promised Detring almost anything 2£ he would turn . 


_’ Over the nine# to hin in trust Lor Yorelng,! Gn june 30, 1900, according to the . - 
. bloprapher, Detring and Hoover yeachsd ab agredment. Acting for Chang, Retriig . - 


authorized the transfer £6 Hoover, ag agent for Morcing, of all of the eropertion .. 


‘of the Chineda Mnginesring and ining Company. In return Hoover arreéd to form, ~~ 


pay the Chiness stockholders of the old. company vith shares of the new coopany.’, 
"With tha cheniehed awreonent in his pocket, Heo ver : te & the ee 
the plum after year of waiting. Ke had undepgone the hardships and dangers . & 


. the Tlentsin revolt to net it; be had bargained widely, and he hud aéted hon cle: 
” gunstances ware favorable, “Tho reward war gicowaseh 


 " s athgne then gollowe considerable material coteerntng Hooverts condueh 
durins the elega of Slentsin, This includes a audtaiion fron a biorvaphy of - 


Hoover by SUL. Irvin published during’ the presidential canpaiga year of 1928 
- in wiskch, Ebaveils ackivitier ana oreiteds here de ako & quatation Seon Haxborts 


Corey ts the Beoth Avouk Heover'.t ah : i oe cages 
“>. -Rhawe Le dlse a ster te the effeut thab cenerel Geedley D. Eutler of 


“bho United States Yarines who was a eutenant in the reMtel detsehent that 
 Yirted the stegs of TMoentéin rooalled that whon they arvived in-Tientuin they. | - 
found all the able bodied wen.on the wall protecting the foreion section, . Mikexe © 


ware the wouon dnd children? Wo were told they were in a cellay. Then Z entered — 


| Sound one nan cowering among the feiehtoned wonen and epying ehildven, D> ~~. 
_  Rheked sescensese hist into the #ixeet, T did not know bia neme, nox did T dere .. 
. who that coward tas. Someone sald later that hen wed an engined maned Hoovers! | 
Tn appraining the verdous stories concerning Hoover's conduct during the siepa,y - 


a 


Branston states that Hoover corkatnly did’nab play a prominent part in ‘the defense — 


|) of Pentelh. “WE seems logieal to deduet thab Hoover afd wat ho bud to do dn 


-  BMenteiny that as 'a Quaker he digliked wary that in bis contempt for the Chine; _ 
- ‘he caved nothing for the issues involved ~ he Aster referred te the Loxor movement _. 


a¢ tone of those wikdcountable onctdonal uphoavals thet amcep the Orienk from time 


was in Ching te -a¢eouplish one thing, of ventret importance to his future, to get 


. control of thst Koiping nines fox Rordding. Hoover wig never easily diverted from: 


\ eae main puxgogey the Reser uprising plaved Cheng under almost irresistable pres 
| -maxe thd Hoover waa yulok onouyh to solve hin chance, If cizounetences forced. him 


$9 cooperate in the defense, he undoubtedly did ao. Ko proof has been offered, and 
foover'ls character wakes Lt unidkely thei he showld suddenly be paralysed by physigal 


| 7 .. Sigaey but Dt. ds Just as deprobabie that, pith go much on his minds he did core. 
. , than big share toward tha defense of the satelemenbeP® 0 


te 


oD BOAR 
~ Four-Conbinontsty Jomany, 1906. August, 1914 | 


ony fragcentary drafts of portions ag this chaptes are avatiable. | 


_- On the draft of pare 174, the biographor pointe out that throughout the decade - : 

_ 3804 te 19l4 Herbert Hoover had grown in authority. He continues, Siie obynest.. *. 

_.) {often nfistaken for zodesty) did viet wear off, though he wad outepoken and. 5.0. 
> peopeteive epoch dik dtrectorte meeting. Beclally, he remained palnfully -. 

_ Yisat-oase, slrosb.surhy, hie mannor pedantic and heayy wntil he was reassured 
ep dh a soll tnéinate proup. with whol he felt at ease. Them he was inclined... 


fd déninatd, £5 expand, to tell anuedotes with.» laborious wit, spiced by. 


sharp coments, rarely huterdua, but perceptive and tinged with oynician. His 
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chara was verguasive shen he talked to one. or two pargonsy ho had only etiftness - 


Sand & haughty coldness when he vag din the presence of a larger group. Ye was oe 
- dnelined to display his -pernchahh fox the 


: toademte, the learned «5 prétonsion” 
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0S thone axe avaPlatle dramonts. 68 an extremely faigh draft of vaterial 
- desling with the wonipuintions of mining stools, which 4b se helinved ame 


intonded to be A past of thin abapter. A parb of this naterial deale-with © 
tploiting a holding companys the Londonand West Asstralian Exploration = © 


‘Company, Tindted.! The bleprarhiy states that Moreing seb up bis company, sehitcls : ra 
. bad: pusorona funetiens, All of thea desipned te cushion the risks taken bro. 
* Soveing and hie fetlow directors an. well as ‘to. adsura those “ingiderstt the so 


naeinus opportunity for a handsoke profit, Th da stated that gheydholderay °° 


| dn the Exploration Gospany vere often victimized ty having shares with a0. 
: doubtful fwiuve and shares doosed to depreciation dénpad.on the holding company. -- 


Hore promising holdings owned by the company were frequently sold ta tho private — 
, (se¢ount of the dirgetors. and “nsiders* just beford a teres divideni payment. . 
v.". POLL dite. of of the ave of a significant market. tae. The biegraphir atates 
| the holding conpany device peratitiod Jineidera! Uke Poretiig te duap sceuritieg . - 


|. ov dnite the laps of oxiinary sharcheldere <= the Mdiotet as Hoover ealled them 


hie tos appreciated and yielded dividends, Jorsing end hia gxoup “bought then back -. 
. |. Nab & readorahle “peice and pocketed. the PEST Ge. 2 P20 Ne me Haale Be ky 


hen thé necurkties deprecidied, the Losa-was borse. by others; when phe, secure 


‘Shope dg nlee a section caphioned, 'Seliing Wines end Rigging the 


> Markehy the Houlder Perserveransa Gold #&ne,!~ another sactlen io captioned Mfrice 


eu 


|. isting by Cartel, Aoreenonty. The Zine coxporathon.#: Z4-As stated that in 1909, - 


te maintain high prices and thah.the dartel fynctloned tntil the outbreak of 
Porld Tax Z. Th is-atated that, of all, the projeots.in which Noover wos! 


“ Boover net with tha dirsetors of German, English, Bednch, and Eéligian dine... 


“.? cqoapantes fo dew a Cartel. Acroenont, wustalling world zing production in order's 


' Snterestead, none brought hin batter rehurnge 


een . sa ign 
a ee BA. Se 


a 


. pete section as saptinnad, ‘Wicasentug 4 Sut t Boat, "invostoras “ph. 

', Groya-Erowmbhid, Cold Mining Company. # 9 ts wtated that thie company wad a. ass 

kot iding toapany used by Eoovor and George F. Doolebia in much the same vay as rea 
vores had used the ‘London and bask Aostralian Haplonation bones Loe 


: os 
® 


; “eee ya SS Sag. 
elsten pelters sansa wu fatty, 37 = pio 


de - sfooeet za geaiebte & aes, eft ‘of panes +180 throu ‘ae. te i 
appeera te" te 4-complete vough dratvy of thia chapter. The begrapher. states ° 
‘thet in O14, Heovert understanding of edononles was. stil midinentary, "2 oe 
ae tee of popular theorLes: plus: ‘daduotLons from hie ein, oxperiencg. ee 4 


a te this chapter the bfographer: atkenpta. te ‘develop the v anit 
peat %8 the dausde of Hordd Ver Ty. and. haging to develep the. ‘gonneatio ; 

- between Herbert Roover and, Mserican Guparkalisiat,. fhé blogrepher afatap © co 

_ Shah Hoover venogniced no serious danger In ‘tha rapid vive. of industriel 

"prea in Gersany, thouch this cxpatiiion. cane ak a tise hon the world 
morkets. were dominated. by the “Pritish. Sermany cauld produce tore cheaply and 

@ftioientiy than the Exitish, but. Hoover did-not realize this fant created as 


 \ ° at dnseluble ‘eontyadiaiion. “Hoover fated, to nrasp the p proving. danger of. a 
ae ‘world nhése the markots. had been divided sia as iad that no Longer sathariod” 


has anbUiions or neade: oF powerful whyalie:. 


aay biographer states that in the ‘ipaantien ord, — was ‘siovtatie. 
ah. is stated, "Mooves orrondously thought caphiglist competition bonderned ale 
private onterprisére, but, in reality, nitions fought for markets as part of . 
 thely struggle for exiptenge. In Augnaty L914, therdiors, he regosnt zed, ee 
bho ‘superficial, inmadinte sautes — the kidling of Archduke ie sie 
" Melation: of Rolslan nouirality, ths ‘eoupiilaton of alitances. 


Ome. : he blographiy states that, Avondentiy; Hoover hai. nee propere * ‘hs ba | 
. whch Dow. axated Hi by ‘helping to bude pred tish, inperialistt 


. Bho ‘Shographio indieakes that the chaive of Berber’ SSecpen to. head 
ea roliet was’ @. happy choice and plves unstintod scciaeailed to ane manner oa 
‘whiee, Hebert Hoswor handled the relief projacke . 


th ta indioated | in the. blographiy. that ‘woower wet ‘Ssoodvat ak tho nace 


os ae 6 ie way bod gradually cane-to desire an Aled pictory and Pinay concluded . 
- . thet the United States must prevent a Uektian victory.  "Koover had learned at 


oe ty ant he ad ae cies sacra hike. ale din the cin the noed to sa aie : 


ie LG 
a ts 


@ 
. % 


"the capitclist world against the qer-presont sienace of what lite. Stanford |. . | 
hed oalled, ithe Llowcet and vilest clecents of gotialien.! tho United States 

one covld exercise the torai loadership to bring the war to a rapid and 

satiefactory end and to suparvine a pence that would ascurs the preservation 


- o£ the degooratic profih system against the cob-rule of gotdalisa. 


States wad ab pars 


Having 
 gonvinced hindelf, Hoover exerted bis prowing dufluénes to bring about dncediate 


 Vashington, 0. Ge: aay, 1917+ Kovecbér, 1928 


hs portions 6f thie chapter which are avallable era frameéntany. « °. - 
It appears that in this chapter the blepraphey is attenpbing to.develop the  —~ 
. Kartiet view of world economy during Yorld Wer I. the chapter deale with  ~ . 
 Hexkerk Hoovers food adwinistration invthe United Stateswiiie the United = — 


Lt ds one of the thedes of thig chapter that 4% was Nedver’s-ala to 
‘avert, dancer to the capitalist syaten fron aeolaiiea by keeping the standard 
Of living sefficlently high to prevent real dissontent. among the people...” 


Wooverta main purtose wae te caintain a ateady Plo of .ell food supe ies 0 2 - 


, avoid digastvous shorfages and to keep peices within safe Lindte.’ vochad nok | ins 


.. Lergutten the lessons he learned dn Europe vom 1914 on. If préces rose, .~ 


wo Sher wert: 


ng people would inevitably dezand higher wapssy strikes would Yollow | 


O° te foree wade pisos and sietkes meant dleomder and a dictnution of notional 


efficiency. Hoover Seared the organtvation of workers to win wage dnergagea 
‘and the establiehnent of high wage stenderda whidk could not gaakly be lowered: 


at the end of thes. Struggle adlt the unions; strong uxtine reinforced - | 


| ths"abbidey of workers fo hang on to. gains won during the wax ‘onexgenoy, after 
the energency had ended. tone deoting shadow of this wards iia drift toward © 
socialion,! Hoover gloundly informed dylegetos to a National Ghawher of 2 +. 


ve | Dommerce convention. Soetalitn =~ the enemy of tapitalion »- fesding onthe - 


" andixchy of workers insisting on higher and higher wages to offieh a higher and | 
. higher cost of Tiving. If the workers! dexands wore. confronted by a refuse. | 
- of employers to grant croater wages, the resvltint turmoil might wTL bulld....- 
the power of the unions in relation to the eapltaliste.# © oy Se 
_ Hooyer vendiead, more than most Anextioans sho tad nob Jeprnad thes 0: 
- Xessons dn Surope, ttt the war had profoundty disillusioned the workers imo. - 
_ #1 allied eoutries—~ and ip Russia had notuelly spanned yevolution, . Sootak  . © 
* whrost- wie dangerously contagious. Hhever did nob expect a revolution tn the 
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. United States during or after the wary , unless: thie great. capitalists foolishty’ 
‘ aroused profound unrest among.the people and unless widespread socialism in 
Europe spread among the American WOPKELSescevehS ® safeguard: against ‘govialisn 
. Lb was necessary. to maintain a reasonable standard of Living, to reach agreenents 
with the leadership of the American Federation of Labor stabilizing wages, to 
keep prices within bounds, to persuade workers that a friendly government would » 
guard their welfaresese»ee0nce. the workers! class seriously asked. what benefits . 
they: could expect as a class. from the world struggle for markets, the. consequences 
could be appalling. So Jong as food was sufficiently plentiful, so long as. the 
suffering was not too. severe, the a-political, American working Glass would ton= \- 


‘.. tinte to work and fight with no more general opposition than superficial opano 


The biographer also intimates: that certain Becuions Of Aneriean uae profited 
are orci amine the ware ce " i. er doa 
i “capree ae 
Food, fon Europe: -Novenber agi _ waty, 1923 . in 

- , hn this chapter ‘the biographer Aarelaee the ‘theme that ‘derbare' toctee 

used ‘food as a weapon to. save Europe from Bolshevism and socialism. . He develops | _. 
the making of the peace’ along Yarxist lines. According to the biog grapher , Hoover xs 
. onee Stated that the whole of American policies during the liquidation of the — . 
Armistice was to dé everything it could:to prevent Europe from going Bolshevik. = 
‘Thé biographer asserts that wherever the American Relief Administration granted ~ 
‘svelief, reactionary and sopially backwerd.atates of an anti-Soviet character 4... 
flourished, "ready at the word of the master powers to attack Russiaw™ He 2! 
points’ out thet much later Fintand, Rumania, Bulgeria.and Hungary” joined Hitler Sate 


in’ the war against the Soviet Union, and ‘Poland's refusal .t6 permit Soviet. troops. 
to cross Polish borders. ta resist we Henk: invasion oe the Baas for eee ate 


es assault -on Eastern Europe. oe 


“Wational PoLities? » Soptenbeiy 1938 - — tare, wa ae ee ce - 2 


ie : 


Bp 
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cee ety. wore of rough: drafts of ‘this ciaeae ‘are: . avatlable.~ The ) 
| thapter begins with a. sarc ied of conditions in the: United, eee after the: a 
"War. from a Werxish Standpoint.. » 1,9 phe gets es am eee oak oad 
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2 There are aieo available portions of rough drafts of what-appear# 
So Be an additional, chaper of the biography. Inasmuch as no draft of page Lo | 
. dw avaliable; the mumber and title of the chaper- cannot -be determined. However, - 
', the chapter deals with President Coolidgets completion, of Harding's unexpivad” = 
: |. kere ae President upon the latter's death and with thé succeeding Coolidge. —- 
 @tainistestion subsequent to Calvin Godlidgels slection.as President. 


-* | the biographer states that Coolidga pledged himself to carry cub. 

_ .,bhe policies of Harding ‘and retain the‘Harding Cabinet. In Herbert Hoover, 

according to the biographer, Coolidge recognized an invaluable eidey a 
-practital economist whose ehergy and witlingness to take on tiew tasks auazed. Se 

. Rhe Presidanhe ‘The rest of fhe cabinet mosbers ware nob inportents Mellon, <— 


1" Highes and Hoover eet the pace and, with the President, established polloye = 


s)he blographer makes reference to the numarous scardale which broke’ | 
_- durkig tha Haydivg adrinistration and asserts that Coolidge meatliered the atorms ~~ 
 axdelug therefron by a policy of silence and by porsuading Congressmen and. ~ > 
s BOLEoet Leadays that the Republican Party ehotiid not be blamed for the mianw °° 
, c+ < deeds Of a few mare i ae Na oe a ree ee ree ee eee? ae ac 


3°. .  ghe btographor states that these who Objeoted that Coolidge, ataig 
“o. « Math Hoover, Lelio and Hughes, had been presend ab the Cabinet discesions — . 
When oll properties were handed over to. Fall, and therefore mist have been in- 


oo: 5 Sommed of the Giageant steals, were benshed aside ay carpors accking to discredit 


2 .n, thede betters for their owmi politdeal advantage. "ithe his Telllows, Hoover pre~ © 

.,, Handed Ghat the scandals had never occurred... He whe so eagerly pronounced on ale 
Lo Mosh avery Sasng ef matlonel interest vegardleds of which department of povertinent 
cv | Gabensibly had Jurisdiction, never mentioned the Looting. It-was hard to believe 
oy Bhat the best dnfermed man in Harding {s: Cabinet had been ignorant. of the dedls end” 
'. ' . bhe- bribes —— bab In this cage, Rodver’ wag ostentatiously uninfermad. | He hed | 


"5 cewidenbly.toit no Pesponmibiiity te-stop the thievery ‘when it, occurred} he had.” 


“.. ‘@nough to dochandling his own job whthont acting as the consolence of thy Harding ~ - 
‘2. Administrations He had seei “ineldera operate before at the expensa of the. ~~~ 
“v: . Bpabslderses he Kept bie owt hands clean and his sara snd eyds closeds. Of course, 
i, SOne were horrified at the spectacle of Hoover, along with Hughes. and Hellen, =. 
wi > Seeving dna Cabinet elds by side with the corrupt and the avid and stil |. 
“1. Spparentiy willing to leok.the oblier way while the Palle and the tauphettys °  - 
wT BOE SO WORK aonses thoy will find gous good reanon deduced Drom the Constitu- 
| “thon and the ahernel political yerkties to discourage the investigationg 
- , atid denounce the investigators ..++.» thoy will ussooiate the perpetiatlon ~. ; 
_-. 1 Of tbs Repablican Party, based ona loyal ‘comtadeship between ita Daughertye 
'" ; aod Hugheses,y with the safety of the Republic, and will condemn ite opponents 
_, 4s lawless radicals and ae malignant. fomenters of treason, anarchy and hergayt.¢ 


Coa Aeuonding ‘te the blogeaphar, Herbert Hoover welcomed the chance 
cy.” to bwave ingot @ Loyal Forty man in Ube 292) cagpatgn remieing im Goolddgetn 


» 


Ba td 


+ 3 Si Reaets 
~~: et 


i ~-voonted by Eobert La Follebte, the independent: candidate for tie Presidency. -. 


os eckions: “He ous: agéinet the progran of ‘pubite aoliiy: of utdiities, ads 


_. MBoelalisn nay have s-place with sora of the nations of Europa because.of their 


feiturea to provide freedom, opportunity, and services It has no place withue - 
aeoee $6 have today in America the ‘widest extended and. ee ‘efticient aa 
-seivicns in the workdty Us. Hoover aid quoted, a8 having maid. 


; “ Hoavery ‘accubding- ta the author, Approved the electrical siauatay's om 
| Fight againad pablie amerahip with lta impressive ist of 60 elties said 


- ; oe to have owned publig nidlities which they were withntely forced to seL1 or 


Sunk. “The List contained mines of towns-that had never operated ubilities ~~ < 

- and many 6f the designated "fallures” still, operated. successfully. YBub-in - 

“. $0 crucial a campaign, accuracy must be considered a luxury. Heover.and bhe = | 
‘Eldotris Light Aysooiction ware nob squeamish over methods =, so en ag thay Se 
were uble to make the. pablig! understand na Bhe veal Assue." es 


rue The ‘viograyher’ asserts ‘that ‘Hoover forther ‘ocentectartaid to, the ' cite oS 
a tes aden oy restrieting Ia Pollethets use of radio Pactiitdes, “at leash La Foltette 
-- Qhanged the Ssoretary with discrinination.! Hoover allegedly raplied that ta. - 
ae Folletts had been treated with consideration equal. to that. given other: ‘candidates - 
and pointed out that each radlo etabion had the poiviloge of Rancecies or Fem 
> Jeebing programs. ’ tiut Hosver knew thst he was evading the iasue: free elections 
‘made tuperitive an equal @llotment of radio tims to al]. candidates, and‘aven . | 


Pt _. though Hoover’ danled thatthe major stations discriminated. against La Follette, the . 


denin? did net alter.the fact. : Gffinially, “it war Hoover's redponaibility to - . 
see thot La Follette obtained time aqual, to that: gravited ta his Denccratle and 


7” Repnblicun opponentas. Tn. practice, Hoover found excuses not to bear down yoo. a 
Be tte on network: ital icles ~ 80 ad a8 ute oe wore dogs Pere Sie 3 
aed sib = ae 


ae . ater coatdagata aiattion Roovedt wegen bin te appoint: Gurtis 6 De! 
eae Séoret tory of the Novy. Tithe vas the brothes of the Rather 3 


os Stantord University, Hever 's stawioh minirat.® According ta tha- alae 
\.. Boovay alee dntinencsd the appolitaent of Liles Jardine ag Secretary of - 


Apriovliwe, Secretary Fallaca hoving died. Th da aenerted that Hooverts - 


aoe ioflency In the Depirtwent. of Agriculture arouadd styong protests from the - - 
.. Lave belt and thet gomplainie vere froquent that "There ip more, cae dn ies 


a Adnintatration than these ds Coolidge. 


b 


= tha biographer. secarte that Hoover poirtorned g special fonction - on 

“tiga the: Coaliane Gunioleteation in thet he was the only one of the Cabinet Ba 
a » wiethers who bridged the chasa tebwoen the realltied of the money ages whkeh Ps gee 
ee sania outed ‘ths: ‘Coolidge Sonalp and the ‘pontinentallties by: which sien. “Hives 


Peas ae Phe Bvesident. was ‘ton ‘itera minded: nd too Lintted din hie ‘wider= gh oe 
asin %o de: Bore Boas Fedokes cai the ee — cede or ee 
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hadeow 3 YeUlon was -gieheis £6 wake noney for the gobatential ‘qecclioaiers of. 
the "United States Incorporated.” . The other Cabinet meabors ware Rpoubine 
poldthcal hacks! with. the excoption. of Franis Belogg. " 


_*Ontiy Hoover haa & mOKe profound gonpeherinion. Daring nis London 

~ cig he-bed egal that 2b ene stupid to rub en's noses in the vealitics of 

RB profit making society. The business of America might wall be buginesgy. as 
 ~Goolidge said; yot.it was far better to plotore umerices In terns of efficiency - 
. and services, tai terms of winning a new civilization built on applied solence and 

bringing wlth 1 cleanlingss, esse, comfort, the besuby of forictionslien. 

America had fread itself from the fubility of backword unmechanized Europey | 
ies substituting for the. frustrations af =e cade the enlightenment of wechontcad, 


Si progress.” 


thé author ‘tates shat the witty of the private ontefpriss praca 
- wad Lbs. dependences on profits and its ensential purpose was to amasy money. 
. the Yorld Yar, the subsequent. dapression, atid the boom that followed increasing~ 
- dy navrowed the control of tha weans of ope pega Prosperity was real, qnough 
| for those who gontesiiled the ngans. of producéion, but, in proportion to the 
-- popelatdon, this number was small, iidesds Most of the pabple believed the 9° | 
- wyblont woe. heopyy “bub few shared the profite and most Agerleane were deceived a 
by the gandtel aly of peasperity which surrounded them tab through which they 


a did nab beriefli. She fusion of being better off than ever before wag widow . 
Spread. thus, the fact of the twenties was the enercous profites the Sllusion - - 


- wax Bhat the average wan with average intelligerice shared these profits and in 
tho sores ae ai Oh oe * of ‘the: oo es yat known tga 
; MOP LG»! hn 


ee - Wiloavart ‘aad ria 4 to eek ‘the. paaactik ‘octets pscaalie % was “ x 
Hest a rural clowm in high office, naverx.the nation's Jeader......Ta¢ provinelal 
in the Ghite Hongsé wae usefal, but he lacked the culture.ami the vision to | 


c- . ‘provide dngoriniist Averdca whth an deoeptable ideology: . veellow much better. 


Hoover's adept reasoning ~<- the Secretary spoke of idegia, of Shé need te take 
. $he money. fae he realized by payment of the war debts} ous of the honds of the 


> » backward Buropeatie who would use 16. to buy armaemsnte And restore dh-$o the oe 
ol" Amemonti people whe would dpond 44 on schools, hoapitela, wottr roads, new aes 


post offices and to reduces the public debt ...ss Hoover .. +006 sas Hot 


“" . Gnterested in the déllara and gents, bub rather da international velations, 


nS Justice, good faith, peace, prosperity forall. 


“Hoover: atéod ag the archetype of the hee. ivittinlton, the Great” 
ee who brought dignity to the twenties. He was the matter-of-fact 


poat. of the vitamin dict. Be was the prophet of the shining kitchen, squdsped | a 


with household aides to free women Prom the age-old slavery of housework. He - 
wag the philososher in politits.s...c+. Lox the twenties, Herbert Hoover 


ee mena the cult off ace the Untied States, trout often , eae 


~Qan 
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sbhocd,. brought feahtena the balm of aftictansy, a mechinized and devbuayotattead. 
. paradioa. Profit wag not the deapast motivation of impertalims but only its. 

supersiolal aspects spurring the export of capital and. the search for now : 

| ttirkete wag an altruistic bmcaaes te share the new civilisation with all, ré- 

- gerdless of yaca.or geography. Hoover gave Americans soxething to believe |.” 

_ ng to monopoly, he-adddd the gloss of virtue eiasscccessvones th the oF ony oe 
monopoly domination when the United States wae hinded aver without domn'to tha 
great coxporationa? in the ova of the export 6f onpital, tmaerye profits, 

- oe ard boo when the Unitek Statea for the first tims fully asserted 


_ Site Imperialist desire to dominate the marketa of the world) in the era shen 


am ‘Buerican trade and investwent atrove for a prominent position iu every. continent 


Bb the expense of dig xivale, particularly a6 the axpense of Great Eritein~~  -—. 


| in this ora of. the Golden Deesde, Hoover decked Amexican aubition in morality." 


The author tates that. Hoover enérged aa the most.able figure of ‘the : 
toolddge administration dnd that. ha took on the difficult taak of aiding | 


_ | endpely to conselidate while providing the spiritual justifications for every 
-: /  atersblon ef powar.” In Hooverts wind “iibertyt wae a conception invariably. - 
. Wnked whth-the ight of monopoly te privilege. States? rights, he was. fond of 


- poluting oub,. were the bulwark of this Utbertyi onthe othar hand, federal. 
ouvivale with ‘ats. bs ainda ad authority reeulaar a the aks vey 


‘the author ‘anperte that thought the golden Decade Hoover detended. 


eh the hage corporatlons.. 


rhe ‘plographar ubaten. that fosvan apuoead Siogiasatbnss sentinent. . 


oe aietig: government operstion of ttusele Bhosle and indicated that he would 


like t6 see Yuscle Shosle developad by Henry Ford. ‘dongresy rejected wot. 


- t ae ‘galled Fords. ‘athenpted steal! but Hoover and, the adaiai stration n atepped 


— ‘the schemes for federal. operation." 


rd "Phe viographer relates wlleged pitisn ot fee ‘Inte tn: ae 
:" Pavding administrationy. when he Ind agsiated the Auerican beat sugar monopoly 


‘ ve din the ralsdng of sigan. ight _ He atlagedly negotiated with Cuban suger 


"  geodugeva to cut the world’s enpply and create en offechive contrel by 
” Amerdeon grodagards He. ‘dasved a stubenent yorning housewives against dem 

. > peiding shortages with the resnlh thet consumers ruehed to buy and: Sa 
areca ateoply. Hoovers finding himself: Blamed for. ‘the ancreased cost of 


Toa, anid Donate, Ronmercey to. take the blame. aes 


7 “Wht vegard to the export of ‘Aeerdeat: capital, 6 Europa ‘the we? fo 
saber alleges thit Hoover expressed enthusiasm over the Daves plan tehich . 
prined. Gernany with Amebiean dollars. ard allowed Gaxmati industrialists to 


be resine. profitabla production. Every dolar can Baie in Cemmany was a bileark 


ee 2 Buropey and. therfore. the western world, frou socialion.t 


‘Biaineh Bolsheviamy every dolier helped boild =. Germany: oa oe or ating 
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IOHARD BRANSTIN bite os ee 


Richard Branste: was bom at San Francisco, Gali fomia, hes 245 
1906. There is no official record on file in Califomia covering the birth of: 
’ the subject. The marriage license records at San Francisco reflect that he 

_ Was born in. aesiowametd the son. of Charles Branston and. Ages. Mack. 


Th applying for a ‘passport, ‘which. Was. tages to him ort erase 6, 1937, 3 
: Bransten stated that he was: bom February 24, 1906, at San Francisco, . Galifomia. 
_ He furnished the same data in a-questionnaire- which he Filed with Local. Selective . 
'.' Service Board ded ee, Gonnecticut, on ae 235 ‘1941. é 


Family Hame 


ees ' Richard Bransten is the.gon of a “very: wedeg gan. Pranvi séo fanily oo 
eo “which changed. its name from Brandenstein to Bransten during. World War I.‘ a me 
tae _- because the original name -had‘a German sound which was pb jee tions vhien this Pie 
ey Sounery, was at war with Germany. = ‘ : 2 ae te ss 
‘Ghavties aa fiers Bransten are The sinente of Richard ‘Bransten, and 
/ dense the family name from Brandenstein to Bransten during World War T., 
. Henry U. Brandenstein, a brother of Charles and a. practicing attormey who. is. 
. | now deceased, retained the name of Brandenstein.. His daughter, Suzanne 
foe Brandenstein, married. Willard Z. Park, a former University of Califomia: professor. 
pos “She had the reputation of being a NParlor Bolshevik."| Both Willard %. Park: , 
. .. and his wifes; Suzanne, are See eahy sntiined: toward Communism and Park especially’ « 
is a Commnistic. 2 — : : 


| ae es . Suzanne Brondenstein Park has. a sister, Jane, who also nan advanced 
b oes ideas. conc eming. Socialism.: Ys 


i _ Richard Bransten: has: a ous, lara. Sranstien, ‘sho 3 is apried to. 
: Sohn Walton Wisin Saas a tans in the ata ee a, ad r 


Fairfield, Connecticut, on vanuary 23, 1941, Bransten asserted ‘that. he holds a. 
degree of Bachelor of Arts in English Literature from Harvard University and ae 
that he studied Eoglish Literature thirteen months at Leland pees University. - oe 


pe, an applying for a pacers which was disonda ‘to hin on Neteubae 20, 1926, 
Bransten furnished his address as 94 Tinthrop ‘Street, Cambridge, Hassachusetts, - a: 
which oe andiceke that, he was: Remere See Harvard University at that wae 2 
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Binoation es ee ed 8 Ste Bt. 
a “tH a qisetioneates tiled with local Selective Service Board 5a : a 
i 


= A « A sey Na ate © gee? 
- PaaS . ee a4 . 
; r 1 ° Oe ee soy a * z¥t 
ue . m3 ae ie Syd 8 : ie bax fs 
* . , ’ orien Pgs Oe : 


ie & Fora Prawel:* 


RT Nee eT ORTON ery 2 oe 
ame is . : 
‘ ‘ wT . _ 


the jackot of the beak. “tigen, qhe- Lead ‘Eahor, #° by ‘Bruce Hinton. aa ohn 


_ start, also indicates that subject: was “educaked a Harvard University. 


; : ee "Prospectus" of the Peoplets tineationed Genter, Los angeles, fs 
-. California, for the spring term, 1945, Lists subject under the name of Brace ifinton 
|, as a menubéer of ‘the aac and. sue tes that he holds an. AB Deere. from laghe okie x 
(> Universkty. | cae oe a eee meh : ae oe ae ie 


o wilitary Uscord 


'Ae eee iat ¥ itidieatsa; ‘Richard tranaten 3 is rogistorea aes he: 


weeies Training. and. Service. Act with Local Draft Board 225K at. Fairfield, - go ee 


Connecticut. He informed. that Board on, January ‘23, L9Al,, that: he had served in 


= the. "CiTg# for one month during each of the years 1922, 1923,. and 1924, and that | ue 
. asa result hé was appointed a Second, Tierbenant, in 1985: is met an. eae leaaes a 
i carta on. awed 205, 2923.  * ae Bea Aa 


a , ried 
as be 


Ae 


‘Bimaten ahd his first mife aaa a tour ba Russia in. . about g32 or as 


: ae 933, retuming quite thoroughly converted te Communi sms o, 


“As wh: be hore “suriy ielated Yioretnattex, renee was. an. a Soe 


a eteins material for publication. during: the Spanish, ‘Civil, Var. 


"he the Setanis of. this Passport Division of ‘the Departviens. OF: aiaka: disclose a 


2 ae Passport. #310925. was issued to Richayd Brangten on. December 20, 1926. Tn. 
-.. applying for the. passport; * “he abated he intended to Leave few York. om February. Sy 

ee ‘ota to” ‘travel in Jahie! ceca ee. ined eared bag is cue and, ae 
“ Pec .: or : 


: % 
‘ 


: renity. ae aos76 was ‘Ldaded ‘Apel 26, “4859 § ie ‘Richaka. ae = 


= oS ane mite, ‘Lonise Rosenberg. Pransten.«,. Th was: “stated that Louisé ‘Bransten Was oo. % 
te, ee ‘born in BerkeLey;* Galifornia,, October 9, 1908, arid was married on- Forte 1,.1929.. | Bee 
"OO Her address: was show as,52 Gramercy Park, ‘Werth, New York Gity. ‘Bir. and Urs. - 


Brensten intended to Leave Hew York on the 88 Champlain’ on Hay: 135.1933, to travel. 


’ an Switzerland, France, Tagland, dustria, Pores palate ae oacmueae 7 Z 


and | Bassi for a: mae: of six eins a ig e ge 


ae - “whe: ‘ecards. ‘oe ihe Stabe Department’ ‘eanthiaw reveal: dat Casa: 2, 
an -gebaeen was issued August: 6, 1937, to Hchard Braisten, 47 Bast. 2ist Sr “New 
Oe it as York City. Bransten stated’ ‘he ‘intended * 40 Leave New Yori fugust 19, 1937, to. 
Ses at asa nisws sokesepanaen® 3 for the: aarti vialeg ste Tinea 3 in ope and France. Coan 


ac 2 id 


~ 


a ‘LOV Ves. ‘Mth: ‘Bbvesh, and saRee re o8: ie. oa Asit 3 to lave: at Teatport, 
"domes iiont.: : it 


De Ges ‘5 ‘ntl baler moved: te. 7 Los — heoue ger 


> Bonlstey, Califomia. 
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_Hostport, Connecticut. ee oe: 


we 


| Resldence Addresses - EC ae a pee ia F 4 hee Ke ae eS ie a a ee 


' The. ken of ‘yen ‘Whe head a hawwr,® oy es Minton’ atid obn. staat,’ ; 
“Andivates: that, subjegt: Lived in San. Francisco, untik (19386 ee ; e 


- Et wil be. récallea that in sil oti for. a saumanee which Was ewied 
- December. 20, 1926, he furnished: his residence. as 94 Winthrop: Street, Cambridge, aos 
. Vassachusetts, ea © that he. Was, Remap ab ap. ae nner Sigel a 


- University. OC. + ea ee ; Med Loe Be es 


“tn denttoxy 193, Blangten was Living ib. 66. Senta ‘Bistara Roady 28 aed 


e ae a 4 > te Tao os Tae a a fog. Magy 


"% Lane ae ta is? ad are , a ’ - poe se pe 38 
eo “eee “7 a ; ae 


” As previously inidicatea, qneige Bratigten dabntehea ice address’ to the. 
* State Sopertoent in April, 1933, as 52 Gramercy Park, North, New York:City... 


| resnaatly macecid lecemahea also ‘resided at that address. at. that, times: - | : 


* Beatintan. ak. one ‘tine: {res ded at. ‘to7 West 1th Street, Hew York Co FS 
at shih, time former addresses were 90: Mae Dougall and 389. Bleecker Street: New. 


.. York Citys 2355 Gallego, San Francisco, Califomia;.Ossining, New York; 32 


_ Granercy Park, New, York; 259 Kings Hi ghway,. Vestport, Connecticut; and aster 
* dna ae is believed this, should ‘be, ‘Easton, Road), ‘Westport, Gonnectiont. © - 


ke 
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aS “oe. and Hirs. | “Bransteh ‘had’ a ‘one-year: Seane: ‘on. a: bagament apartneh 
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2 ge ind et camer 3 2 ae Sa Es eo see Bs 
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:. Rienard: “higiptcn, was. aivorsed. a his first wife on: Sey 26; am, 3 and.” ay 


pon “ini his. second and: present wife, Rath ie Renney 5 dngst 12, 1937." 


at On. about’ “alist a aeary aensten surchesed: a home on: Beaton Boas: pres 


Ae 


= “ Brans tax ‘ati “ hte B nites ath x Moeaice, uochded on™ eee ‘Road: ‘anti 


oo ‘boot £ Genes 19415 ‘wine: “they” porbaaet. cand: ‘moved inte, thie. prea ab: E509 


nw 


Emo Roady Re Wax Washington, D.8 <e = : = i ae 


ae “the residencé. at sang eno Road We. Tey was sola wt the e Brenstics 5 in. a es 
; Septenbor, 1982. ee Sea Nee roe e . 


Merete: “the Braigtea a: vestaed at 2939 Hema Dinesh, x a 2 vesington, 


oe * ; me 


“Marriage to Louise 2 Rooerbong a ne me bei Rete Se 8 na _ bb 
ae eee ee ner ee - fe , Oe oe 


Pee 
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In eciinatbtion with thetr renoval, ‘to Los bee: the Benetean sumihioa ne 


am change of address to 3500 Connecticut Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. G., ° 


February 19, 1944.. A further ee of address was furnished ». Box 2896, “Tusson, 
Arizona, on April i, 1DAb. | 


on Hay 15, 29445. the pouaeens forni shed change’ of address B a new and: 
“pemenentt address of 1676 amen cae Drive, Beverly ree California. ‘ 7 


kage), Sane Branstens finaly Logated: | ‘at 1427 ‘North Kings: Road, Hollywood by 
California. ‘fhis residence was maintained until at least August 225 1944, at. 


_ which tine a.meeting of Club H of the Northweat.gection of the Los’ duigeles County: - 
 .  Gommnist- Political - desgoiation was ‘held ak, me aia residence at: this =r 
as dress. 2 ans , 


oe ie 


an and Pee ‘Rogenderg. were, married. dune a. 2, 1929.) 
was born. to. ‘this union. £6 BG oy 


“decoxaing i the eos of the histrict Court, Second Judicial pisteast, 


.. Washoe County, Reno, Nevada,’ in, Case’ #6760, a ee was filed July, 26, 1937; 

by ‘Louise R. Bransten against. Richard j 

-- dune l, 2929, ‘and had’ one minor: child, 

7 property settlement. had been made. and custody 

E937. The suit was, one, fox. divorte arid the plaintife alleged extreme mental ~ 

o ‘eruclty. - ‘A answer was filed July 36, 19375" ‘denying the. cruelty. Charge and : : 
‘admitting the’other ‘allegations contained dn. the complain’ - A decree of divorce 

- was entered and filed July 26;. 1937, in. favor of the plaintiff. Property rights . - 

P and custody of the minor child were settled by order of: Thonas F.. Moran, District -~ 

3 ‘dudge, in: accordance with a settlenait agreed upon between | the ‘parties on May. 26, 

. +. ‘49397; 4 vequest fora private, tril and sealing of ‘the-testimony was-made on © 

_* uly, 26," 1937, in ascordance with which the testimony was sealed” by order. of the | ~ 

: J. Court. - "xt is customary in-many cases to order: the testimony ‘sealed. where 2% is of 

- an enbartassing or personal. nature arid ‘the bere may not 0S inspected. after. (ag 

: sealing without: an order of the Gourte a3 


at,.they” were. married 
age five, and that : ‘a - 
@ Child agreed upon on mite 2s 2. 


. 
eo 


Hawking, ‘wayott, and Hawking sepresinted the Blaintié ana Le De 


— represented fachard Pranstens. 


" Richard, Brensten was ae one time. an anilaes of Hopeiberg urpttiers;: 


"caihich was operated by Loulsets. father, ae Rosenberg. Louige. and. Richard ‘Bransten : i 
' have: acted as. "angels" for the Sommnist -Party ain a as : : 


rye 


: kee Bransten is ‘wealthy and has’ asea —_ money ta distenindta® : 
Communist propaganda ,. Pepertediy: ee: @ downtown office Pelee: <oR that 
- purpose in 2240 . sien je 


ee: Lowise Bransten’s father, who ie. now deceased, was. President of. 

- Rosenberg: Brothers, dried fruit merchants,’ 334 California Street, San fee siaen: 
-It is. reported that Louise is the largest. stockholder and is ‘considered = * 

to-do, having, a substantial bank account, in. San. Francised.. 3 : 


Bhs, " Abraham Rosenberg, father ‘of Louise Bransten, and Max Rosenberg, i Ee 8 
her»: uncle, were extremely shrewd Jewish merchants who were one hundred ‘per cent 7 


-- >. eapitalistie in- their views. All other members of the firm were. extremely. 


-, conservative and Louise Bransten was regarded aga “black sheep" in the family -. 
‘and looked upon by manyin her social set as a "erackpot™ who was being imposed’ 
_ upon by Communists: because of her financial status. Louise Bransten is one of 
|. three members. off the Board. of Directors, of' the Rosenberg Foundation, a benevolent 
ea corte institute established under the wild of Max Hes Heh Louise's. uncle, 


" Louise: Bransten has been a. Communist for years’ me 


S Relations with Former. Wife, Louise Bosetiber Branston a ae pts ees x 
- 7 


OQ 


cer ae “Aithough they are’ divorced, Richard ‘Waneted and Towise pouetiens 

-. Bransten ‘were on extrenely friehdly terms until ees mee 2 + dispats arose as . 
- to the sastody of their son | L Be aa ce 

a “Lovisets ‘mofal: conduct was questioned ‘by her ‘sont because of the fact 

ote that ‘she was livitig with 2 married man whom she hoped :to marry after he had | 
_. Secured a: ‘divorce; and because Max: Yergan, @ “‘golored Communist- and Lena Hedley, -- 
; though unmarried, had stayed together at Louise's home. - Louise. attempted £0. - 


- gonvined her-son thet such conduct ix not wrong and that her friends. are decent 


. eo held.’ a 


“people whe are doing’ what they believe to be right, although. at differs from. 
‘accepted Feeneands Raa as oo ee aie beliefs differ aia those. nost ree 


3 
yf 


- Herriag od ‘to Bath HoKenney ag? ae 


 Richara Sees mee Ruth NeKenney 9 were ate i Sat 12, 1937). at 
New Wilford, Connecticut, according to Ynformation furnished 1 by, Bransten %0 


ri soeet Draft Board #258, Fairfield, Connecticut, .  . 


Ss ; ho ts hot indicates that Ruth McKenney was born ines 48, 1914, 

= at Mishawaka, Indiana, “the daughter of John Sidney McKenney and Marguerite . 

. (Flym) MeKenney..-She graduated from Shaw High School, East Cleveland, Ohio, °. — 
in 1928 and was a student at the Obio State University from 1928 to 1931. She’. - 

was a reporter for the "Columbus Dispatch” in 1930 and 1932 ard a member of the 

| staff of the ees ‘Onis, “Beacon Journal, x ‘She wrote Hy Sister Eileen® in ° 
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19985. ‘atndustrial Valley ‘in. 19305 “The ‘MeKenneys: Garry, ‘Oni in 1940}. “and” pees a8 . 
me “! Rake: Homes" her first. novel, in 1943. 
. from the book, openéd on Broadway in December, 1940, and ran until January,. 7943. 
A motion picture of the seme title was : 
°. Tucson, Arizona, and Hollywood; Galifornia, and. her ‘office ig. stated to be LOA ae 
Rast 9th ee ‘New cae New ee ae Edt op ae ae a ea 


“uy Sister Bileén,": adapted ° 


The. play, 


‘produced in 1942. Her home is given. as. 


i aR SHTP IN COMMUNIST PARTY; 
a a Mb, 3 AND COMMUNIST POLITICAL. 
a 2 ee _ASSOSTIATION 


tk, aes “The, “Rotwalik}- Connecticut; ’ ‘profesitondt group ot the Conimini st Pasty 
-.- had among it¢ members in 1942 “two individuals,’one male and one females; who ©. 7.-% 
. ‘were writers. Thesé individuals ‘may be Richard Braneten and his wifes Ruth  .— 
on ‘MeKenney;. since they both resided at that.time in Westport; paaeenta Lance 
oar was included an the Serra tory of the Morwa.lic branch. : 


is HE oo 1943' ‘Pogintnetion ahisiet’ Sn ie ‘possession, in key, Sous; 3. of: pene 

het cae 2 Sokslove, wife of Martin, Chancey, Washington, D.C. Secretary: ‘of the Communist 

(on Party, USA, Listed, as the third individual. one Bruée.who was deseribed. as a’. ea, 
(8 tale y! white, 37 years of ‘age, possessing CIO and, independent vinion affiliations, 

_ | (| & writer by: profession;. eight years a member ‘of. the Comunist. Party's. American: - sa 

--.'., origin, These descriptive data £26. Richard’ Bransten alias ‘Bruce Minton;-and °°. ii 

as a matter of confirmation, the’ second dridividual . ‘on ‘the list was Ruth sari a = ai 

_:.. . female; white, 31 years’ of BEe, independent, union ‘affiliations, a writer by | ae 

sat Pe ee profession, : ‘American origin, eight years in “the. Communist. Party. Thesedata ~ 

aye “mpl Coimuencel that. ‘Rrankten Joined the Communist Party an: about. 19356°. 


Ser ae ‘on: ‘October 28, 1943, “gack. Kateof?, ‘Wenbership Direétor of ‘ihe Yortnwost 

=f Branclt Of ‘the ‘Communist Party. in Washington, De Gey indicated, that Ruth and ae 
Pe ae Bruce. had ‘registéred. with, him i aaroce ds in’ an ahmial, ec atgieeri ue SF Cea 
ee ee Sommint st: reed members) ; eet in Cg ae oa” ne Se 


eer rd k membership ‘book of the: Sommanist. party, Bistries: of ‘olinbia; a toe 
Set ee the’ ‘yest, 19435 mas: seas: ay the chame of Brace Minton,” eee 


aa En. Febindaary aia archi, 94a, Sota -gingenged for’ and dopeceae ee 
Oi fransfer from the Communist. Political. Association in Washington; Ds: C., te. the : 
> +. *, Gommnist Political Association in Los: Angeles, California, ‘where he was: : ; 
| “assigned to the’ Northwest” Section. In May, after. arriving in Los: Angeles, ne 

... 7 Bransten Ammediately. got. in touch with functionaries of the GPA and Ast be © 

"5/1 kiiown that he was. interested in teaching: ‘GPA rene. faying done some. of that 

: ame of eile in Washington, De ne: ame eee. Sy, we a ar 


aes While Bt Westport,. Connsebiont, Geonaeae #as in’ poseeseion Bee a a 

re Sora detter isstied by the New York State Committee. ‘of the Conimnist- Party,” Re xr. Sets 

2”. .i dake March 26, 1937, urging: that protests, be sent. ta New Zork State legislators ae 
meee to Ssteat several. measures, dntrodiced by Assemblyman Wadsworth, a : 


- me Bremen was. one “of ‘Bhe: Communist Party: nenbers wie. attended ‘the a oe . rd 
ore, < roth Yeeionat Convention ofthe: Sommnist Party. - ae } 


BA He. reviewed’ the took, oPengeracy Works’; by. irtine Garfield: Bayes ‘ 
baa in ‘the apadty Yorker’ of March.29 a 41939 + cae the ‘course of Whiok k he, > 4 
i admitted he ‘was a eer aria oe 2 eae 


Te oe 
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Sd es ‘407 Vest 1th Seat New’ York < Dity, Which’ the eae ce rented aa 
“-# for 4 period. prior to. August 1,: 1939, Richard Hransten w; was ene) as. an pans 
° ‘Comminist to'ather tenants in. the ‘building. ee ay Oe ee oo eee 


oe ‘gourcé: close +0. the NeRenney- fantiy ‘aisted “eonfidentially 4 in ‘oa. 


oe Hath 2 éKenney and her husband,. Richard Branstens are active members ‘of - 
“-. . “the Comiunist Party. - He stated that Ruth weKenney is the author of SIndustrial. . 
“  Yalley" and iy Sister Eileén.* He stated that both Ruth’ McKenney and her ~~ 


husband, Richard Branstéen, are’ very intelligent and that. while they ‘have ° 


‘ . admitted to him-in political arguments that they are members of the Coutiunist Ls 
» ‘ Party, they would be too cautious to admit the fact to an outsider. He: ‘stated ; 


. . that Ruth McKenney was contributing LOZ of her ¢arnings to.thé Party and ‘that. ~ 


> both she and her husband had ‘attended schools of instruction. in dialectic - 


én philosopliy, sponsored: by. the. Communist Party. and taught by. an unknown: chenist. * 


. a who is:.an. aide to i orcaieg J of Ageteultare. ee in his hone an iam g o 
Perv as Dy Ge Aa 7 ° = . 


ay 


Street, Chicago’, - Tllinois,, dune 95-1942; ‘Ben, Davis, Regro Secretary~Treasurer. - 
of “Freedom: of the Press," ‘stated, among other things,’ that. "ore of cur «. 


-? Mashington representatives": had. spoken with, Archibald « ‘Macheish of the Office, 


ade 


wer 


oan 


: = : official ot : Communist Party : ae oh 
; Se ae rt ‘the “patty: Montesa tor Stk as. Pt "49395. 9 there: “was. an artiple Perec 
ae éoneerming @ ¢elebration of its. fifth anniversary. to -be- ‘hela dn. . Hay. 20, 19395. 


by the Communist Party of ‘Yorkville, New York. “The article stated: that. *a' 


_ sponsors for. the event. They include. dames Fords member of the National, 
“+ Conmitbee; Israel Amter; State Chairman; Ella Reeve’ "Mofhér™ Bloor,.of ther. ae 
‘National Committee} Clarence: Hatierey BL tOE 4 of. tthe Baa heehee and. 1 Brose hese 
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At an Exewutive Meeting of the Rideasice a hela at. 30 forth was 


* of Facts and Figures relative to Martin Dies. ‘The. Washington representative : om 
oe mentioned was a to be rage Hinton; sSpervependece © for: wiley Hasves<% one ae 


vo Thos. of national, State, and .county Party: dignitaries ‘have. joined alist. of : : ‘ 


tee ky 


oe a ee of the. New Measees aoe bt eee, AES, ee a ee 


= A wife. of Bruce Minton, as delegates from Maryland. 


deerme pie Fe tS 


fvgnisten: attended the 10th ‘National Convention of ha! Gommanist Party 


"Held: in 1938. as ; o 


Bruce Minton and Ruth Mokennay, ‘Meibers of the Northwest Glub of 
the los Angeles Gounty Gomunist Political ‘Association, were among those 
invited to attend as guests the first convention of the Iss Angeles County 
Communist Political.Association on September 24, 1944, at Se Park Manor 
ove, 2200 West 7th Street, Los Angeles, California, . 


Among those ‘in attendance at an ealarged neeking of. the Political 


“ Bureau of. the Communist Party held September 26, 1941, at Stuyvesant Casino, © 


and and 9th. Streets, > New York City, were Bruce: Linton and Huth McKenney. — 


4A list of delegates to the enlarged National Gomnittee sessions’ of | 


' the Communist Party held-at the Stuyvesant Gasino, 9th Street and 2nd Avenue, * ~ ; 
_.New York City, January 7, 8, and 9, 1944, said to "ne jthe compilation as shown __ 
‘in the official, minutes, includes Bruce Minton, Editor. of, "New Masses" and in - 


charge of Communist Party work among Federal employees; ry and. Ruth ‘McKenney, 


3 


According to the Daily. Worker of April, 1939, pee was one of: 


the Communist Party dignitaries scheduléd to attend the celebration of.the .. 

’,. Sth Anniversary of the Communist Party of Yorkville, New York City, to be: : “ “i 
-. held May 20, 19995" at the New es Labor Temple, 243 mee 84th oo New an 

~ York ae les ~% ; ae ae a ee 


SC os 


On Debenbsi® 26, 1942, a pages was | given atthe ‘héus of Jewell are ae 


ce 1861 California Street, “NAW, Washington, D. C., for possible recruits into — 
* the Communist Party. Richard Bransten was the main Speaker, and stated he 


was’ a member of the Communist Party of the United States of ‘America; that he. 


. hoped all those present. would become Communists, and if not, that. they would 
’ . ¢ try to learn as much as pPeeene about me movement, and assist. in. vee 
ger Datrer Ameriga. gee gy BREE Be ie Rae oe 


aN ao 


. Bransten and his wife attended’ the eee Garley Flynn’ Geoting 


7 at ae National Press Club’ ‘Auditorium, Washington, De G, “October A, 1943. 


“A ineune warming was held at: Communist Party Headquarters, 5247 oth’. 
Street, M., Washington, D, 0.; on February 27,1944, for the purpose of 
displaying the decorating that had been done in, renovating the Party aie 


seus Bransten was prsnent & at ‘the house’ meres: 


: Association. 


* ~ 
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ravoiue tion was | received that a ‘regular deeae’s of Brangh He, 


Horthwest Section, Cotmunist Political Association, was.to be held on 
‘August 8, (1944, at Bransten's residence. in Los. Angeles. : 


Another noeting of Branch H., also known as th Sunset Glub,. was 


held at the residence of Bruce Minton and. Ruth peace 27 Hinge Road, 


los Angeles, on August. Aes 19446 . 


was 


Tn. ‘the Spring are 1943, Neaneted had’ arranged with Communist». 


- ‘Poltieal: Association officials in Washington, D. G., to appear at least. once: 


a week at, parties. to promote a reqroj ting. drive. of is Communist. Political. 
we * rr a “ v é 3 oe 


On februsy ey 1943, a “Lincoln-Uouglagst eeetine was hela under = 


the auspices of the Communist Party at the National Press Club Auditorium ~~ 
3 3 Washington,’ ‘D. CG. Several days prior to the meeting Martin: Charicey. and”. 
: Ruth McKenney discussed, plans Lor the meetings: After. agreeing on the program. ; 
et Mire -Chancey réquested her to. appear, at ‘parties aitranged: by various ‘groups: to. oo ae es 
° \? start the recruiting drives. A National Regrui ting Drive was inaugurated. on’ 


May.12; 1943, in an. attempt: to. “reeruit 50! 9100, menbera into. ‘the Comma 6 


rae any throughout ‘the United States. 


“On April 6, 1943, Martin. dhancey: aeasticed’ of Ruth MeKenney = as to. ts os, 


é wnetee she would be’ able to attend, two mobilizations on the 18th. in’ Baltimore.‘ 
|. He Stated that Bruce would. spéak at oie while she: spoke: at. the other’ aes ae 
a declined for. the" Reason thag, she ‘had. a guest at her homes. ° ; 


In. May, 1943, ‘Biansten ‘Paral shed’ ae name ‘of one Bob pinley tee 


; . , Gomunist Party fumotionaries at. Hachiastals De Ge; 3 asa pone ie: recruit, for Hate! 
pin nae re 5 ee ; 7 pe me 


“ Ogtober 29, 19435 dames Branca, President. of ‘the Geminis Party eke 


; ee the District of Golumbia, stated at a meeting of. ‘eaders of the Communist ~ : 


Party; éoncerning: the registration of ‘members, “that. Bruce would "eet TG, ae? 
1W.C.'s'," apparently andicating. that. Branstén: ‘would one ‘the? pcubuero. Sie Rie 


Os of ‘the ‘white collar. group of the Communist Party. 


“Matera nex: 6. the "Daily Worker" of’ ‘September 4 194, ‘in.an apie é oe 


i. “i Tes "Bruce Minton’ to’ Teach Glass at Workers. School," Bransten was : 
“.:> scheduled to conduct 4 course. "America Since ‘the First Goria War; An Analysis 


ef Social and Economic Changes ‘in Our Time" at the New York Workers School’. 
during the Fall’ terme. . The course was to consist of ten lectures to be held. 


each Monday evening from 7300 to ‘8:30 pemey beginning | on Oebober 6,° 1941,. |. 
; Registration, for. the course was being taken, according. to this article, | ‘at. 


the Workers School. office, 35 West 12th Street, Room 301; Manhattan, New ‘Yorky - ; # 


whichis the Location of “the National effice of the Communist Farig, USA. 
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= Another article pertaining to the same ‘course to be PAA by 


. Bransten appeared in the "Deily Worker" of September 30, i941, in an article’ % 


entitled "Keep on Your Toes at Workers School." ‘The article pointed out 
that Bruce Minton, an-.editor of "New Masses" and co-author with John Stuart 
of "The Fat Yedrs and the Lean" would teach a course in recent history, -.. 
"America’ Since the First Warld nde An Analysis of. Sosa and Feonoitic eit 
pened in Our Time." 


. Several educational élass Siete of the ‘Textile tit of ae 


’. Communist Party, were held in Cumberland, Maryland,’ ‘during October and 


November, 1942. Each meeting was led by. Bruce Minton of "New Masses whose 
‘instructions concerned dialectidal-and historical materialism as it related: 
to the Communist Party. At 4 meeting on October 11; 1942, Minton discussed: 
‘the second front. On ‘Novembér 1, 1942, his‘ lesson concerned Leninism. On ° 


November 8, 1942, he Lectured, concerning the war effort and’ ‘the Allied offen at ae 


sive in Africa. - On November 15, he talked on the role.of the Communist in, 
the present strife, at. which tine he stated YA11 Party. members should, if . 
' necessary, shed-their. ‘Life's blood for. the President and this’ country. a 


s « 


_ According to Minton, however, "When the time is ripe to fight for oA re eG 


‘the Partyts fight. will be for Socialism and vwhen.the time is ripe for revo- 

- lution, the revolution will be 6n the Party's. agenda," He: stated that the — 
programs concerning Socialism and the réevolution are.a:* long way off. In |~ 

January, -1943, Minton, apparently was instructing a group: of carpenters. . 


Martin Chancey stated that Minton had PeseeS bo he, a oe benalien, ae sesh nn igs ae , 
ae the See Liked him’ very much. va pe Poet : : Le ge rag 


se The, ew York dournal Ameisoan' on danieiry 1, 1943; staked ‘that 2, 
: ' Brode Minton, Washington. correspondent, of "New Masses! would be one of: thée- 


_ Lecturers at a series oe lectures announced by the. Workers Schools 


-An sGneunnénert of courses *peleaadd by the Workers School for the : 
winter, spring and fall terms of 1943, indicated that Bruce Minton would be -. 
one of the lecturers and would lécture on "A History. of Postwar America.®- 


' Accordixie to these: announcements Minton, lectured, in gan on "The Fat Years ae a 


one the Lean.” aS | 
James Siaea, city Président of the Washington, De &., Communist’ 


..Party, requested subject to take over the work Martin Chancey had been. doing. _ 
'- Ghaneéy had been secretary of the Washington, D. G., Communist Party until:. . 
inducted into the Armed Forces. Bransten éxpressed Willingness to take over 


the teaching of. classes about January. 15,. but. indicated that, he would be .- 


‘. leaving Washington in May and that his wife. would, be leaving in a short while. _ m4 


Tae "Peoples World" published in San Francisco, Galifornia, ‘gontained in its 


wo July 213, 3 tae al: = Bbery: gore at NLos- B98: iil Study Teheran" ins 
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a which it stated that ‘the popular interést, 4 in ee Browderts book drenepenr - 
-.  - Qux Path in Peaice.and War" had been so great that many community clubs. and. 
" _ other organizations ‘in Los Angeles were conduCting a series of four lectures © 
on the book, and that the Workers. School of: Los Angeles Was supplying the 
Speakers who would snaleaey oe others, - RENCE Minton: of "New Masses." 


- ; The first of a sexies of ientuvee: on Teheran - our ‘Path in War : ges 2s | 
aa Seagal Sponsored. jointly. by’ the Westlake Communist ‘Glub and ‘the Echo. Park : 
-+ Gommunist Glub, was held at the Echo Park Women's Club, 1004 Echo Park ae 4o ae ae 
Avenue, Los Angeles, California, on August 1, 1944s Bruce Minton was the | * Lee 
‘. principal speaker and spoke ‘on the topic "A New America in a’ hai World.” — 
“One hundred and’ sixty people attended the. ‘meeting: aye ba 2p Pe Oi 


‘ “On October 3; 1944, The "Peoples. World" ‘stated “that an tenuis 8 
° <eourse on the economic and political history: of the United States during. the ~ 
. past two decades, would ‘be, given at the Peoples Educational Center, L717. 

:  ~- North Vine Street, Los Angele 3, on October: Sth, The course was to consid: 
vow. ‘of twelve Thursday evening, sessions to be’ ‘conducted. by Bruce Minton, West... 
« ~*~ Goast Editor of "New Masses." Among the ‘subjects to be covered by the Bis- 

_ > cussions, according, to the Peoples World! were an examination of the economic’ 

:. development of America. between. the two great wars; the-economic crisis and its 

. © implications; and a re-evaluation of the first ‘and: second New Deal Adminis- oe 

pe oad and the: ‘integration ‘of the, third Administration’ with sn aka ‘twos : 


mt Blizabeth Leach; ‘rganizer of the Northwest ‘Section of. the Los Aibcieas 
eS Gounty,: CPA, mentioned Brangten, as one ‘who. would possibly. assist Julia Sandy, ~" 
toe Edaicational Director of the Los Angeles ced Sous e. Polttd eal mesures: 
: dn the pie: of Lecture classes. i, cag : 


a ae A mes ting’ abtended by John Howard Gavson!” ‘Communist party. ‘funothonary”” 

fete tg cin the ‘motion picture. industry; Kenneth Howard, John Stuben and Bruce Minton, 

 '. was held at Minton's home, 454 North- Bristol Avenue, West tos Angeles, . One, 3.55 

27. March 27, 1945,--to.formulate.plans for a. four rgeeaen: institute at ihe Peoples 
aed eens cnet Genter in, Los Angeles. i) Mtg SS : 


ae , the prospectus of the Peoples Bauea tional embers Tos Angeles, on: 
" for ‘the Spring term, 1945, lists Bruce ‘Minton as a member of the faculty - 
and furnished the following biographical data regarding him: ‘A.B. Harvard; 
’ Editor of -'New Masses! magazine, 1934~1936; 1938-1940~1941; Washington Baitor, 
1941-19443 at-present West Coast Editor. Author of ‘Men Who Lead Iabor!-and - 
/ ‘The Fat Years. and the ‘Iéan" in collaboration with John Stuart. Writer of 
* -sereen originals with Ruth UcKenney. - . Taught at New York School Eeague of’. 
" Amevican Writers." The Los Angeles Workers School, which was operated by ‘the - 
_ Communist Political Association, was dissolved in January, 1945, after having 
: ches 4 in operation for’ six years ee aeaicinhe ode ed “to menbers: of the 


ao 


Communist Party and to Snaabens of the Geamenage Political Association. Sub=. 
sequent to the dissolution of this school it was decided that anti-Fascist 
instructions would be given by the Peoples Educational Center maintaining 


two schools in Les Angeles and Hollywood respectively. An advance school for | 


selected students was ‘also to be maintained ee Gommnist Party eer ere 
in Los Angeles. 4 ; 


Bruce Minton’ was referred to as a menber of. ‘the ‘Committee ‘of 
Liberals for Amter in the "Daily Worker" of October 21, 1936. The issue , of 


the same publication’ for October 26, 1936, stated that -Minton had endorsed 


-the candidacy of Israel Amter for President of the Board of: Aldermen of the 


City of New York. A Letterhead of "The Sommittes. of Professional Groups for 
Earl Browder and James W. Ford" dated. September 22, 12a aes. the name «. 
of Bruce Minton as a member of the Goma viee ae 


The "Daily Worker" of! Pobrery ‘48, wa, " gincunesd. a. ee Bali" : a 


to sommenorate. Washingtonts. Birthday, which tas to’ be held on February 22,5 - 
-by the Progressive Comnittes to‘ Rebuild ‘the American Labor’ ‘Party... The Baa * 


was announced by a "Committee of Actors, Artists, Editors, | Musicians, 
Professionals and Writers, Supporting Progressive. Political Action." ‘the . 
Gommittes asserted that the American labor Party had. polled. nearly 500, 000 © 
votes in the previous election and stated “America's hope. Lies in the: —: 


building of a Third Party of “the Fontes? Bruce Minton wae: tipted as one - . 
atlas sEsneose: : ee ee Ne ae 


While asiatus at Gee Gonnectiout, prior to pataei, 194 


. . Bransten was said-to possss numerous: issues of the magazine "The Communist, " 


numerous bound ‘volumes of "New Masses," various publications by Earl Browder; ; : 
"Seven Red Sons"? by ‘Raymond Sender, a copy’ of the new Soviet Constitution : 


ae published in 1936 by International Publishing Company's’ a, pamphlet "Songs of * 


ad \the People" which included words and’ music to tthe Internationale poominvern? a: i 
_ and ee Frisco Strike Sages “i 4 ior Aaa: : 


+ Mt 


Martin. thease on O¢tober 20, 3942; ¥ was ‘Attempting to: get in. °° : 
eaataes with. Bransten, inasmuch as the’ GPA was, planing a Soviet. Anniversary 


“meeting on November 8, 1942, and desired to have a pamphlet prepared which | 
- would serve the two-fold ‘purpose — of program and announcements. as. _ to what ‘the . 
- Soviet Union means to. America. a : ae 


we 


Uhile the Sranatens résided on paeton Road in Westport Connectiout, 
he received the ae Lode ; ae . 


a 5 7 ot : ‘ a 


B ruce Minton, oom 220, 945; Pennsylvania heeaas, Bait. Washington, © ao 


S. D.c. > Was @ subscriber to the Madly ee bres ar estes OxpATing 
igbeate 16,. 194d ; 

oe statement. issued by the eae of Misviden ieiters, 165 = - sth - 
_ Avenue, Yew York City; was published in the "Daily Worker" of September: Ly: 
1936. ‘he statement charged that the American press, as a-whole, had 
" presented a completely ‘false and misleading picture of ‘the military revolt, 
in Spain. It was asserted that the American’ press had been consistently. - 
+ unfair to the Spanish psople and their elected: Government. Brice Minton, oe 
; Was one. of the Bigners, of. the statement. oh eee. Se gn aha) e 
Bae eck ts has previously. béen indicatéd that the’ insesh 5 was in Spain 
during the Spanish Civil: War forthe ‘purpose ‘of. collecting information 
_ Ler publication... On August: a, 1937;. he was issued United States. ‘Passport 
. #468884, In obtaining ‘the: passport he. stated he intended.to leavé New York 
August- 19, 1937,..to act” AS a news - correspondent: for the- Niles, Ohio, "Pally 
Times" in Spain -and. -Franée. The files of the State: ‘Department contain’ an. 


' Sidney Pollatsek, editor of "Photo-History" and Richard Storrs Childs, -. 

‘President: of Modern Age- Books, directed letters to the State “Department in- 
oy duly, 1937;° stati: that Peeasten was to bollect material. ain ok OR i 
a Puce choke. oe : } 


‘Byuse ‘Minton Was. ‘one’ Sof the signers : ok The lisseow ‘priate ~ Ce _ 


eek by American Progressives". which was: ‘published on May 3,’ 1938; in, ce Le . 
- "New. Masses" end which défended tthe attitude of the, wovset Goverment Un rex 


| uaa to. the ea oe Moscow Tridlss, 


oe * Richard Brahsten. ‘and twenty-five eae Santen ‘éaktors and: : 
“. wEbters’ Headed by Dr. Charles Ay Beard, historians -Dr. Marion Edwards’ Park; 
President of. Bryn Mawr . Gollege, ‘and Dr. ‘Mary E:. Woolley, President ‘of Mount: 


-_*, Holyoke College, Signed an: open letter to. Congress. requesting - defeat of the ae 
. % proposal to- transfer the. Immigration and laturalization Service from the’ - 
. *-.~ Department of Labor to the. Department. of Justice. “the signers contended. ~~ 


-- the transfer would be dangerous and- unnecessary’ and ‘would contradict the ~~ 
“American policy with respect, to immigrants. The letter pointed out.that 
the Department of Justice was responsible forthe Palmer’ Raids of 1920". and . 
ae ‘Ee there was no guarantee that there would. Be no. repetition of these a 
. Yaids. - wee ey ae : ss om a G 


“0 affidavit<by dames Tie Wieck, 155 East 44th Street; New York City, stating - ee 
.” that he was editor of the’ Niles,. Ohio; "Daily Times" and that he had Bransten:. 
- .*, and Harry Winegard’ “under contract. to cover the. news in Spain for bins: ar. 


par 


sO A ast: of pergons lenin a letter directed to dovemor Olson of =) 
Galifornia, petitioning himp to free Sam Darcy, Communist extradited: to ee 
: Galifornia to, face prosecution: for ‘perjury, was } published in the "Daily ~ 
Worker" of December 19,. 1940»: ca 


‘A farewell’ party in anor of Willian Dodd, “Ire, » who was leaving 
for the Soviet Union, was given in. October, 1941, ih New York. Admission 
_ Was $1.00 per person. and all proceeds were "to be donated to the Hussian War - 
. , Relief at a Madison Square Garden Rally to.be held October: 27, 1941... Among 
'.. the guests weré many prominent Communists,’ including Bruce saan Mike Quifn, © 
~ Dave ) Green. Ben’ Davis, dre, Willian Blake. ahd Max Yergan.. : 
Bruce Minton, Washington Editor of New Masses,’ " was one of the 
signers of "a message ~to ‘the House of Representatives in January, .1943, 
Sponsored by: the National Federation Lor: conser tansonsy Liberties -and demanding 


' aoe ‘abolition of the Dies Gonmittes: Re Bao ae 


On Marchi 30, 1943, New Masses" printed an ati ola- by! Bruce - 

Minton advancing reasons for. the execution of Hendrik Ehrlich and. Victor ~ : 

‘Alter, Polish Social ‘Democrats, by the Soviet Government. in December, 1942. 

..’ The article stated that the facta concerning Ehrlich and Altér were known, 
‘vin Washington, but had been secured only from the Polish Embassy, and that. 


es ., the Red=baiting. press had printed information only from this sourcé, ‘he - 
article continued that - most: of the: agitation against the executions had - 


-cone from professional Soviet-haters, a few. liberals, . and a. few ‘labor figures* 


+ , Who -had’ been misled, ‘The article stated "It is: disruption spread by pro- 


fessional Soviet baiters ata critical moment in the war and American reas 
-.Itvas peliborete Mesenion 6 characterized by an spate as oa suppress the: 


© trathet — ian 23 an 


mn eaueiae to have, President ‘Hobdevelt -aecdoak Harry eaves was 
rdkasok support: by Bruce, Minton. “A. campaign slated to.be given full - é 
- Gommubist Party. backing was. enlisting the. broadest possible support for a 
" plea to President ‘Roosevelt. to "pardon. Harry Bridges. -Yorris Childs, 
_ Gormunist Party State. Secretary for Illinois and Indiana, ‘stated that tne. 
. - Gomunist:Party Political Bureau had the assurance of the Party's Washington | 
*. gorresponderits,: pa Japin of the Mbaily vorkes and Bear oe editor of — 
is ace Masses." ~— a wee sis 
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7 ‘USEBBRSHTP mu one QAGANTZATTONS 7 ee ee oe 


eee National Committee for the Dafense of Political Prisoners, 
aly Later Known as- the Rational. Committed. for: Baa is Rights. 


Joseph S.. gelders ‘testified before the ta Follette ‘Committee 3 in : 
’ Washington, De Gey on January 1h, 1937, that he was the Southern Represeatative gat 
of the National Committees. for the Defense of Political Prismers, which he 7 eae ¢ 
: Geseribed as tin organization | ‘Of persons who are interested: in the maintenance 
. of civil rights, in the interest of maintaining democratié govertiment, in | 
: maintaining such conditions which will prevent. political imprisomments and ~~ 
x not having any: persons, who are’ arrested: because of their opinions or their ” 
. economie-situations or their economic struggles; race, ‘religion and for... 
"various other such reasons." Bruce. Minton was, Listed as & member’ of the. 
Tae comm tetee for the Defense, of, Political. Felsonersy = 


ae oe Et. was: ‘veported in "4938 thet’ henge Minton waa. a + nenber of he. ‘qabtonah ¢ Gone: 0," 
ae mites ‘for the: ‘Defense of Political. Pyrisoneriy also known. as-the National Committea . 
“Lox Peoples - Rights. © “The National, Committees for the Defense of Political Prisondts — 


_.. was: Lormed in’ 1931 as’an: outgrowth of the, Rentini st. Gommibtion for — Dee of. 
“. Southern. Political ‘Prisoners, ok 


: 5 oe “ , Ps ‘ 
vo . i eg Pa, 


an “A photostatic copy, of the Lebierticad? of “he National Comittee for 
ae Peoples Rights,, formerly the National, Comittee for the Defense of Political | 
~! 1 Prisoners, as.of December’ 3, 1938, reflects that Bruce Iinton is.listed as 

_ . |. a member of the Committee. John Howard Lawson was listed as-treasurers | Boar te or 
wt 2 Rockwell Kent’ as Chairmen and doseph: 5. prin as’ Southern. ‘Representative. : a ' 


ae In September, 1939," the name. ar Brice Hinton soienred on a” ‘aes. off ~ 
7: names of members of the’ ‘National Committee Por Peoples Rights, fommerly noma’ | 
- 1, as - Rational Committee Lor. the Defense of Political, Erisoners. ° 4 


. “tn ‘prt Alia, “Bruce Mintoin wag listed asa nenber of the ational” 
so Committed for. Peoples. Rights: in.o® near Tew York. City, eligible for election: to.. 
> “the Exdeubive- Committes. In 192: the purpise of this organtuation was. stated be > 
to. be to defend. persons: “prosecuted on chargés basically political and: economic in 7 
nature, and to. defend victins of Fascism and the ‘fight: against ; Fascism. 2% 


* Thternati onal Lebor Defense 


Hs Letterhead of the International Labor ‘pefletise 2 as of. Pade a ab, “1936, 
. dlisted Vito Marcantonio as . National President. and, William Lb. ‘Patterson as. First” 
‘ - - ‘Wice President. “Bruce ‘Hinton was Listed ag a member of the National Advisory: - 
_ Board ona printed “list attached 26 the letterhead. ‘Walter S. Steele of: ; 
the *National Republic" and Chairman -of the American. Coalition Comittee on eet Gea 
National Security testified before the Dies Committee and stated that Bruce: ‘yinton ° 
“was: a member a the, National SaaS: poned oF the inbercstiouat aaa BES REPE. 
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ae e as of qaly 13S 1938. ial 10 at the F House ‘comnittes. Tavestigating Ua-nerScar 


mo Heaue, of Smerican Titers: is - 


ae 


. that among the prominent.Communists, on the National: Committes wers ‘Benjettin’ Davin, is 


cea of American tiriters, 381. Fourth. Avenue, New-York City, was. ‘established. . 


* dndiividasls signing, the cal, was Bruce : ‘Minton Sec 


Yori on’ June. 9, Il, “entitled "Hed Seribes Cheer Air Strikers". ‘which cele 


OR. 


Activities reflects on page 5982 that. Henjanin Gitlow, former Executive Secretary . 

‘of the Communist. Party, USA,.. appeared. before the Committee om Tuesday, October 17 2. 
1939. He testified he was one’ of the original founders of ‘the Taternational © 
“Labor Defenge. in 1925, and was a ‘netbér of its. leading. Comittee from 1925: te. 1923, As 
‘ and that the original National Gommittee was dominated by Communists. He stated . 


"Robert. Hinory, Rockwell Kent and ‘Brace Minton. 


* Aeosnetie’ ‘os paneer eseivea: ficn an: sumitdentitied domes; the 


“at the Gonpress of American Revolutionary: Writers. ab, Hew’ York City on April. oh 

bo 27y 1935. Signers of the call for the initial congress included sxch know. . & 
“Gommai sts ap Ear Browder’, ‘Glarence: Hathaway, and Alexander ‘Trachtenberg. | a ae 

. Among its ains and purposes. was that. of enlisting writers in all. parts of* the -: 

United States in a national. cultural. organization Por peace and dénoeracy and - 
against: Fascist and reaction.. ‘Toring 19h, the. National Board Nenbers ‘ininded © 
- Ruth’ HcKenney:.and ‘Bruce Minton, Easton Road; Mastport,.: Connectictt.. A ‘three | sae f 
page circular was. received on ‘Tune. 6, 19393" the ciroular was. a "call to,the Third. 

- American Writers: Congress £0 ‘be’ held in Néw York City, dune 2; 3 and ks, 1939... 
‘Tbs urged all writer's to apply for membership in tte. congress and indicated that | 

one of She topies to be discussed at the conhréss was "Cooperation of: thiy County 
with ‘Other Netions and Peoples Opposed to Fascism ~ ~ Including the Soviet Unions. ‘ 
“which had beer fhe most consistent defender of oe. cae: of: the Sight. Sg 


ae 


whe. ‘Pikeago’ Aterala sartowht: contained ath ee dated’ ps ee. 


: the following » Btabements "Hewing true, to. the. Communi st. Party Line, . the. Red~. oa 
- dominated Fourth. Ametican Eriters Congress ‘ ‘cane to a close ‘at the Hotel. 7 
Commodore lastnight by rushitie through a’ page of: resolutions condoning a * 

” defense strikes and condemning tattackst..on Harry: Bridges, West Coast Babor - 


agitator. Among those elected ta’ the a bigs oat ee of vay meine 
were Ruth uckebney: end Bruce Eintons |” Re oe ate tas 


nN the Firth, ‘Congress ‘of. ‘tne. ee oF peers Wetters 7 wast tguetea: 
ee. be hela on Saptenber: 17. to 19, 193, in Hollywood,’ falifornia, under the - a 
_auspiees-of the Hollywood Writers Hobilization. ° Among those Signing the eal. FOP as, 
‘the Fifth Congress were many couse aes Line anaes: area Brace * ee 
. Hinton ang Ruth ReKeniey« = ee : 


 dmertean Peace Yobidizatton” = ee _aee cea eGo Oe, - Sa ae sae Nee a we: 
er ee : ‘ss . ae a « Suge tity 1 gt - ann 7 yes 7 s cot eee « ae 3 


“Bruce ‘Hinton and Ruth. ifeKenney- x were + among ‘the Seabee of. a ea ee oe 
0 tna American ures ee for Pesce to. Be ge An New York Gi.ty spr Se 
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5 and 6, 19h1. The call was issued by the Arts Division of the American 
Peace Hobilization. The "Daily Vorker,* in announcing the call, stated, that 
Scores of celebrities in the arts warned that parbicipation in the war would. 
severely endanger a free American culture. =o. - es were 


. _ Schappes Defense Gammittee. ~ 


A list of sponsors for the Schappes Defense Committee received from 
an unidentified sourcé contains the name of Bruce Hinton. This committes - ee 
was Formed to raise funds and help defend Korris Us Schappes, former instructor’. - 
at the Gity College of New York, who was prosecuted for perjury committed during 
an ingoiry.into Commnism in educational stitutions in New York State and — 


ts sentenced $0 eighteen. to ‘trenty+four months an prison. °. 


; : Washingt on Book Shop’ - 


tas "Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on April 1h, I9h0, in’ protest against the Dies | 


(| Brace Biniton, 2939 Newark Street, Northwest, wis on the mesbership | 
_.. dist of the Washington Book Shop with an expiration date of November'13, 192. + 
~The expiration, date does not necessarily indicate expiration, of membership. 9 5: 


SPHECHES. 
. Sommuaist Party and Communist Political Association ° - 


_.. The "Daily Horkertt of sprit 13, 1980, an an artivle captioned a 
"Philadelphia Anti-Dies' Rally to Hear Noted Authors," “stated. that Ruth McKenney 
cand Broce Minton, among others, would speak at a mass meeting in Town Hall * 
, Committee's unconstitutional raids and seizures of material from the Commnist | 
Party and the. International Workers Order offices at. Philadelphia. P- 


2 On April, 29, 192, Hartin Chancey and Bransten discussed a luncheon’ 
| they were arranging for the following Saturday and a meeting for the follewing 

| Right ahd it was sebiléd that sam Davey, BiTL Taylor, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn _ 
.- aad Branston would speak onthe Browder case. Bransten greed to. spesk on the 

_- topic, *Hay Day and What it Means to Labor.tt In April, 192, Martin Chancey. ~ 


| discussed with Mary ‘Ginsberg a Comiunist meeting which was ta be held on | 


» April, 30,.19h2, at which Broce Hinton was to be the leading speaker. Mary 
. ° Ginsberg reportedly sold one hundred titkets for this meeting. a 4 
: _ 4 throwauay discloses that the. Communist Party, 527 Ninth Street, 

Northwest, Washington, D. C., advertised an "opeit a second Front rally and May” 
. Pay celebration™ for tpril 30, 192, at the National Press’ Anditoriun. “The 

- Speakers listed in this circular were Samuel Darcy, Secretary of the Commmist - 

‘Party of Pemsylvania, Bruce. Minton, "New Masses" Washingtor correspondent, and 
_ William Taylor, Negro leader and Chairran of the Comiunist Party of Maryland. 


oe an : : : or ; : 
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Kt the meeting at iss National Press club on April 30, 192, Brace 
Binbon spoke and warned against sixth colummists. He stated he was-proud that. 
_ ‘ew. Basses" had teken action agairist the Gliveden.Set. He jokingly referred to. 
the million dollar suit pending against "New Nasses™ for libel in connection with. the 
articles in that publication on the Gliveden Set. - Other speakers were Santiel 
Daréy, William C. Taylor and Martin Chancey, who BEosided as chairman. 


on April 3; 1913, Bransten advised Martin Chaneey that he was to. peat 3 
that night but did not know where. Chancey suggested that’ he coutact ats Feinstein - 
or a Golodny who ‘would be able to tell hin... ys 


' . & mimeographed message addressed "Dear Comade™y: meeurea to a special 
ipabiag ‘of the City Council of the Washington, D. C., Commmist Party to be held © 
on Friday, June 25, 1943, at Moses Hall. The meeting was- ‘described as an ° 
anniversary conference Goncerning the "Daily Yorker." Comrade Adam Lapin, 
Washington correspondent for the "Worker," Was. scheduled to- ‘speak. Lapin did 
not appear at the meeting and his place was taken by Bruce Minton. Minton - 

- Stressed the importance’ of reading the "Daily Worker" and stated it was far. - 
: sa tal to other papers. and presented the point of view of the common people. - . 


fret on. duly 21, 19h3. y. Bransten made an sopointment’ ‘with: — Le Branca — se 
ke review sone material which hé had read and Liked. ‘On the following day, ; 

“Emanuel Levin, who succeédéd Hartin Chancey as City Secretary of the Commnist . 
Party, was advised that Branster would meet. with him concerning the writing 

of a radio program. Levin subsequently stated that subject. would take part 


" “in this program which wes beard over Station HONK on, August 1, 29h3« 


Se the Commi st Party of: the District of Colunbia made a fifteen minute ae 
a es of & radio stript written by Ruth HeKenney of Har] Browder's book 

Wictory and After" on August 1, 1913, over WINX. Brute Hinton was + heard. as. the: 

: narrator and rascrae Bi kerson. as. the voice of Bart. Bronder« “ 


. 


i 8 stg ‘Augusk 12, Io, & broadcast in ne form of a ee dramatizing 
. | portions of Earl’ Browder ts nVictory, and After™ was given over Station WEBR in | 
_ Baltimore, Haryland, from 10:15 to 10:36 psm. Payment. for ‘the fifteen minute - 
‘' Interval was made by thea Commmist. Party of Baltimore. ‘The ‘Seript was written’. ~ 
' by Rath VicKenney and the cast consisted of Bruce Winton of "New Masses, James. so 
Branca, Chairman of the Commnist Party,; Washington, D. C.; Doxie Wilkerson, 
| ‘Wiee Chairman of District 3h of the Commnish Party and others. .-At the 
_ conclusion of the program, it was announced that. "Victory and After" could be . 
' obtained by addressing a letter emtaining ten cents to, She Communist Party 
_ of rere 201 West Franklin Street. ° 


nee: \d Communist Party hela a mass mecting Gceporuae ‘the Office ae Prics - 
Administration at the Unity Baptist Church on Third Street between D and E 
 ‘Hashington, D.-C.,-on September 1h, 193. Only the minister and two menbers 

of the Church were present in addition to: Comunist Party members of the Northeast. 
‘Branche Bruce Minton delivered the introductory address expressing the need for a 
second front and ae igpeeesty. for oe on the home front to help ba the war in 
19. ee 


ro 


: is ie 


‘e: 


gee 


Ler hee ‘A copy of a eee letter of the npadiy Sovter" ‘te: its a 
i seribers advertising a meeting’ to be held on Hovenber 26, 193, at 121 Stréet,” 
., Horthyest, Washington, D.C. , indicated that Bruce: 3unton, Washington cerca ae _ 


°- Bor "Nde Kasses,* would. be the speaker and would talk on the “twentieth anniversary i 
: :0f the *Daily ft Worker. A. 1inton, stressed the alleged fact that the."Worker* wag: *. - 


_. the only paper which had fought for the rights of the people in the twenty years’ 
of its publication. * He emphasized the influence of the "Daily Vorker™ which he 

~ . stated is wider than the. people who acthally read it since they influence. others : 
' ‘by diseussing its. feature articles. As an exanple, he, stated that. Ben Davis had_ sar 


ee Teceived a large nuttber of non-Conimunt. st votes | cam the New: tork City election. a 


The meeting. of: Aoverber 26, 19h3;. “referred to-in-the “Yreceding paragraph). 


= ee * cWas planned ata, speéial ‘Comittee meeting | of oe Conant at: ey for ee District! 


a 


nae of prensa om Hovenber 2, 1913 « cas 


x xhnow-aiay- ‘biierkising : a “pei ‘by ersten ae the Bens: Park W. ne 


Sg : chub, » 100) Echo Fark Avenue, Los angeles, Califoriia, on August 7, 19hh. states” 
. i thet Bruce Hinton would discuss "A New America in a New World." The eae 


me puree ae Subs. : a. 


2 Sndieated it was issued by, the a a and Fesilake Commmnt et Political 


ee "BE ative. to. “the | ‘sanic 5 epaechy, an 1 antler was: side ‘pablished ‘an tha: ‘ 
ss npeapiata’ World" of August 4, 19h. “The-article stated that Hinton ‘would ade 


OU. the questions MHL there be jobs-in the postwar world?" and "WiLL there ‘be | 


: ‘permanent peace?" and would-present a blueprint for a new Ameri¢a in a new 
- world. ° It Stated the meeting was the first of four sponsored. by ‘the Echo’ ~ 
':” Park and Westlake Clubs of the Commist Political Association with propineat. ' 


4 re Speskers whose topics: would concer Earl Brovderts "Peherany Our Path in Peace, - 


a ‘and Wart. The. "Peoples Forld’ for Sugast 7 re ‘Dhhy carried an announcement conceimdn 
“tHe same’ vod which disclosad that: admission for the Series of four lectures . 


ol wrod: be $1.20,.and for. single: Jectures fifty centa and that the lectures were “ ~, . 


rie under ‘the, auspices: ‘of as! nae Park vend Westlake: Clubs of: the, Soiment vt: Politieal, - 
=p eebGi etn: eee os : aL. : 


oo his balls « on cet ls ight, at. the: Boho Park Wonen*s. Ciub prangten . 


- : en anong other beans that the capitalistic: system. can, enjoy! an era of 


- | prosperity for sieabine if it maintains a cooperative and friendly attitude |. 

. between itself and the. Soviel Union. He stated thet the position of Commmnists | 

- din- the: country must be. one: of cooperation with capitalists” and of qeacenaiiiy: 
. » among the people. toward a more libpral form of | capitalism and. that tecause- 
they are Karxists and believe in Socialism, their position mst be that of ° 
educating and leading: the masses. Bransten stated that the lerge majority of 
’ the people ‘Zack understanding politically and: are. nok bee zeny for Coa ee Se 
j sad neeting was attended by 162 people. ste ae 


i “ORhe ‘People's Horld of August 12; 19h, st eitoat 3 an pagectie sénent ° 
. indicating that Bruce. Minton would deliver the Pirst-of. four lectures on | 


ees problems. concerning. the postwar world. at the. Radick Studios, 7213 Beverley “s e is ee 


ee the 59th: Aecanbly Bistri.ct groupe 


. Boulevard, ‘Los Angeles, California, on August, Abs sis ander the mA CRS of 


/ . ‘eS BS 


ae 
we * 2 b ra - 
aay ky e = a oe er a) 
Je 2 . ae aye 
: ' é ae eR Oe A 


ae ae of. the Sey Union... 


oe Yard was scheduled to address the first anniversary celebration meeting. of. 
. the Fordham Forum on Harch 21,;.19)1, at 2h13 Grand Concourse, The Bronx. 7 -: 


OO kn daghtaticn &6 a mesting’ to hea Brave “Hinton discuss "Soviet Sivan. pace 
pe contribution to world denocracy" at. the Carthy Center: School, : seer ore 
ic and Grescent Heights Boulevard, Ids Angeles, California, on Novenber. 295° art tated 
Toe, under the- atispices of the 59th Assembly District, ‘Communist, Political o-2 °° 
oy Peace cpa indicated that. the! necting was to,be in selebration. of eleven’ 
years of American-Sovieb een and iar cheated years. since the birth . 


“y 
a 


4g . “the. 30th avindversary rally 0 of. cere Nagses", heté : on. yee 1b, asia, 

, . Was described: in the February 17, y 191 issue of the pai ly Worker.® Four. thousand: se 
five hundred persons were alleged to have attended and to, have heard a speech, 

'. by Eatl Brondér.. Previous speakers were listed as Joe Korth, Bob Hinor, Dr. . 0°02 
Harry F. Ward, Willian Gropper, Dr. Max Yergan, and Bruce Finton, atl ‘oF: whom were, 
. said to have paid tribute. to. "New Kasses.'" Ruth ne none of the ‘New 
: Pasay ‘sditors," ‘tonducted the meeting, ag chairman. atin), 


“6 


yw 


\ . Rebaxdizig to the. HBatly Worker" - of Harch 20, oa tr. “heat BS ce 


_ The. "Worker". stated that auring the past year, the Forum had presented such 
‘speakers: as Vito. Hercantonio,, Ruth: McKenney, Bruce: 7 rae eee 
Art oe Soneph Herth, and Joseph. Starobins aoe wna 


ers 


peaks Winton. was Petaa’ — ew. assaat far Dekober 21y “phi, as. a . i Bed 


am es ‘nt a meatitig’ called "Interpretation Please".to be held Ostdber 32, _ 


idgiiky al Webster Nally. coed Rees ane os How. York, ee under ‘the eae ea 
Sark of "Hew Masses." | . 3 S y os 


ae 


ne Binge itinton, ageording é £6. ‘the spat wsateens of » Naroh: 30," “agi 


was. eee to. speak on civil Liberties in- support of the war at zi: inner: a 


, Spening | the anntal. National. Gonferencs. of bhe Tabomabl onal, pee Defense ae 


oa ia, Hew York City | 


we 


“ne ib petieved 4 that pee same epedch was referred ea in the. aDah 5 


a ce Worker” of January 29, 19h3y which stated that Minton would speak at 7 “Webster — 


; at cme on oie d 30, “T9b3s under the euapecee of ‘the New: ‘York. Yorkers. School. a 
- -.” Biaees Minton. was said by. the upeopleia: Soria. of September 29,. Tl. ee 


ees bé = of Shree“ information. experts who would: appear in a. variety ‘show * 
ee oe ® the: Somnittes for Political Frecdom in: Tosduaboy to be held at’ 


2 


a 
es 


“cease in the courts. 
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“Hollywood Masonic Teniple, 68h0 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles,’ California, 
on Detober 7, 19kk. The other two "experts" were listed as Elizabeth Glenn 


_- (identical with Elizabeth Leach,’ organizer of' the Northmest Branch of the 


fos Angeles County Commnist Political Association) aid John Cohee, 2 colomist 


for the Los Angeles "Daily News." The Comittee for Political Freedom in 


Industry reportedly was organized as a result of discharges from the Lockheed _. 


Airoraft Company of employeés who asserted. they were discharged because they’ 
.. were Commmists. . The Committee was attempting to raise money to. fight the — 


he one 


_ A picture of Bingba.followed by an articld stating that Bruce Minton, ~~ 


_. West Coast editor of "New Masses" would be one of the information experts on 
a variety program to-be given by the Committeé for Political Freedom in . 

- Industry at Hollywood Hagonic Temple on October 7, Th, was p 

. ®People's World" for September .29, 19h. The same issue contained an advertise 


blished inthe 


ment in which the information experts: were named as Brace Minton, Elizabeth © 2 


_ -Glenn and John .Cohee. + 


iad 


- . 


co) g .,. °) She: anniversary meeting of the S9th Assenbly District Communist Cub Dae de 
. of Los Angeles County, Communist Political Association, was held on . mig 


*.Novenber 29, 19h).. The meeting took the form’of am open. public meeting: 
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oe -.: 2% the auditorium of the Carthy Centex School, Olympic and Crescent: Heights =. _. 
a Boulevard, Los Angeles. Brace , Hinton delivered the principal. addresso 7 


a 


. Mr. and irs. Lincoln Steffens 


z : Girs. Donaid Ogden Stewart) _ 


'. Bark Russel Bronder_ 


ae Jerome Isaac Romany with aliases’ 


_ CONPACTS - 


th 


ir. and: lirs. Richard. Bransten. wére in . Carmel, ‘california, visiting 
Er. and Urs. Lincoln Steffens on July 10, 1936. ‘Lincoln Steffens. is now deceased 
and the then Mrs. Steffens is identical with Ella Winters whe is row the wife of 
Donald Ogden. Stewart. and who has tong been Peporned as ‘a tcumicaaies 7 


Robert Minor : 
Sn guly, 1943, the Bridgeport Committee’ of the Cit tizens ‘Comittee te 


Free Earl Browder included Ruth ucKenney and Bruce Hinton. 


On October 12, 1942, Earl Browder and Robert Minor were ® week-end 
geste ¢ of Ruth teeKecey in Washington, D. G ee : 


ra 3 


On December 18, 1942, Bransten informed. Martin cheater: City vias -_ 


of the Communist Party for the District of Cokumbia, that he had seen Earl, 
~ (Browder) the preceding Wednesday at’ a staff meeting of the magazine tNew Masses" 


in New. Mork, at. which they discussed: "Darlani sm and oda aar aes 


~ 4g 


On March a 1943, Winton. sonitercad with Ye de. Jerome, alac know: as 


’ dexome Isaac. Roman of New York, member of the National Committee of the Com. 
‘marist Party, USA, with reference to some proposal in which they: hoped to ob 
tain the aie saa gaa of. ARESE Baldwin, Ghaivman of the aca Civil Liberties . | 
“ oe ar fe : 


es Isaac eed. went to Yashingtor, De G x “in daly, 1944, where | 


. he remained for several days, - working with Bruce Minton in an effort. to. sunify | 
.- | warious antagonistic elements in order t6. achieve success in a drive to nent a: 
“ ‘¢he poll tax launched by the National Committee to Abolish the Poll fax. The Rog 
-s - Daily Worker® of arch 10, 1945, stated that’a conference: Sponsored. by the os 


National Comittee. to ‘Kholish the Poll fax was held in Washington on March 9, 


- 1945, with the combined support of the A.F. of L., the CIO and the Railroad |. 
. Brothethoods, nian are prone s He oe Ohio ee eee as 
Chairman. . os ; <a 


|. Peter Vs Gacchions. Wine ti a a oe Ee go ae 
“”., Elizebeth Gurley Flynn. *S a ee ge wet ‘ oar 


Bransten advised Martin Chancey on April ‘, 19425: Ahab he had. been : 


‘an New York and had talked with Peter Cacchione and Elizabeth Gurley Flynn and 


urged the assignment of a "big enough fellow to make: sci bead the sa aie 


4 in Washington | in bal Browder case. | 


23 


wr 
ae 


Granville Hicks. 


. “ Eudaabetn Soarle 


Angeles. 23 
baa Jonell. Uasique mae 


A rather close apeooiatd.on petwedn: Bransten and Granville Hicks, sho | : 


; appears to have read some of Bransten's manuscripts ‘prior to publication: and 
offered suggestions for their improvenent, es Reet indicated. . 


we Nathan Shilepsky. 


_ Bruce itinton cpaenased a 1941 Hudson sedan from it Nathan. ‘Gittepeige. 


In betes, 1941, Nathan Shilepsky was a member of the GPA at Westport, Sone. - 
_ -néeticnt, Shilepsky;- a real-estate operator of Westport, was the original. 


omer of the home on Haston Read which was. later sold to, “Bdward Le Greenberg”. 


2 ‘who thereafter sold it to the ‘Braastens.. 


Janes Le Branca, with aliases: 


Bransten was. in: rather freduent ‘contact with Janes. i. Branca, Chai ad . 


T man of. thé Communist ied for’ the piesrict of eect | icacaate e Fesiding am 
. Washington. te : Ss . 


- Marbin Chaney Si ae ee ee Ce Oe ee Loe ee ees 


‘pee as “lao ia noe stack with Bertin onenicey, who was 


pe City Secretary of the Communist Party in Mashington, D..¢., prior to his in- 
- , 'dtcbion inte the Armed Forces. A party was given in honor of Chancey om. . 
. -* April 29, 1943, because of his pending inauetion into the cond Rea or: ates, «Se 
‘ - mas present at. Lad .parky.. : 7 eres ie 


i manuel Levin us : Bae ow, OS 
fhe Braistedts’ Satechons. number Was ‘enon to YnenneY Levin, former. . . ian. 


eceeecee, of the Commmist Party for the District of Columbia, in October, - Oe Nee, 
(1943. On July 22; 1943, inion Levin, and Bransten. ema to meat, bo digs os *, 
. “eUss @ radio. sia des pe Oa, F ate ce Oa ae 


ws 


& Ab mestitic: ‘of. the ananiak ree ieadera in ‘the. District’ of - 
Cotuibia on February 9; 1944,° Elizabeth gearle, a fonetionary of the local . 


‘party, remarked that Brace, apparently veférring to Bransten, was doing. good: 


‘work. Elizabeth Searle, as Secretary, signed a transfer card. of Bruce Minton 
when he transferred his Sommnist ae rapes from ee to Los. 


Pee 


Onn, Deosihas 26, 1922, Jewel donee, a Communist Party member, ae ae 


+, 


whether he had invited. Bruce Minton. . 


; ae Partin Chancey con¢erning a Christhas partys at. Saas tim she inquired 


7 . “ re . a if 
: . 
‘ a Sa eo ‘ 4 
a fim 3 


ri rally — on Sunday. “He. requested Bronce to.astertain whether Bruce Minton:or 


7 oe of the Communist eas oF t Resydand: 6 and benreurica iat 2 


, Be a ea ee te Ea gg ee Be udiy P , * : wf oz 3 ‘ 
+ ome Sars eo re Se, ‘ . SS a a poem 
Be 8 oi : ay ; oot “8 Tks 2 ae: aoa . 3 oe a : 2 ‘ 

as ‘ ans : * “4 a Ps 3 ey > : Laer a: ' * 
ae + ees 4 i , es >, ae ee és Bt oy eS oe * 2 ss 
ms : i ee : * . BAe ae ‘ cs Pots sara : 50 4 

: te 7 ore os, . os at oa; . fae mr eo es 
3 ‘ oe : : outta . a Ra . rs oe ae ie Ri ES BS 4 ~ 
Aaa? ! an ss . . so . * -Bsos" S ar if Ee i 7 Rats LaF . Z 
BOF See . . eee é % Beers BEET eR. o ‘, , 5 ay aa 
s - 7 Yb ye ioe : ' . > a i d Ry 7 . . « . . 
’ , ae 3 a rae : ae 1g of Og i Sey ae . 
* 2 ee ge pg es 4 ot barter a % ’ < nS : ‘ ; oi 
, tye ‘ 2 ene ee 7 ? ’ aay “ an ae Ny . : ae, 
: ‘ fy ee - SEE A cS , : are . A ad 7 2 
= é _ ao o : * * gta ae 2. oe 
. , ; 
° " 


‘Jack and Ann Zucker se oy, 


aA 2 ‘Bransten ‘Anyitted Paty nenbers Jack: ‘and, Ann Racker +0: his hone for oe 
ee: hae on eeener 265 1943» ‘ 


anes 
‘ 


oo 


"Bye Jari 


oe aioe Bradea, tant of Eva apa on October 22, 1943, es ane 
“ * gould. gét someone to. help-in connection ee an undisclosed pPEcioey Bnd she. 
- & suggested Bransten’ and. hig Wifes oo 


le Sacer Reatherford : oo a ae rae fF : 
ees On Bepteaber: Ty. IOLA ‘Oscar Weatherford, ‘at Communist Party headquarters, ee 
wag trying to located aac fo ge BO Oe Fe a a ee eG 
‘gloss Ee Blusborg. 5 a 7 | : - . Stee 
ae On. Oetober 30; 3943; Bransten was. Looking for Albert Blunberg, & r hee 3 
Oe, leading Maryland Gonmnist. a a en ee ae oe a a | , 


° eu Lannon 


a AL. Lannon: ot Baltimore advised: Suds Be pean at Deininte’ Paitty - j 
Geeta that there would be a big denonstration ~ and international. malty. 


vee 


- Eva Lapin could cover ‘the rally for, the *baily, forker.*. a ; ano was head: 


oe Hort Haddocks eos eee ae a a. sek we . 2 at i one re oh 
i On Noveuber : 22, ‘1923, ‘Branston Engiiitet OF. Hoyt Baddow as ns whether’ See 
“he kneir anyone: $n. the Technical Divigion.of the Sovies Purchasing | Gommission. 


ae He also mate an appointment with. Hadddck: for the following’ day. ‘Hoys Haddock ~ |. 
a. ‘Erequently contacted wane leas and scarce: a Latmurar for. his articles, : a oak 


e Biome. Tagxare Haliing’- wt See ee © : 
: Branster: had. an  aleeaeeet with. pam apres Belling, ‘Secretary sh 


od, oe of the CIO Maritine Committee, on. September 4,,.1943, to obtain any. information - | 
a Halling mest Baye for Jim and ahe0) te ae seca Some: information. mie. hs 


. 
ae Ca 


We gee feign Th or 7 : . - ha es 
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ae oe 


ae Geraldine Shandios oo _ eee e ine ae J ee ye os 


toe -Bransten: on Decanbeie x; 1923; couse a pamehisk ismied 2 by the - 47 Uh - ‘ 
: Vedera” ‘Reserve Board entitled "Weekly Review of Foreign. Periodicals" with — 
' Geraldine: Shandros; Legislative Representative. of the American: Communications. 


a . Association, and a member of the Commmist Party. During the latter part of 7 a 7 


Sate 1943s, Geraldine Shandros’ oy furnished, infomation to Bransten. 


Carl Winter, 


Bhs oo While in Los Angeles, Bransten was in close contact with Carl Winter, 
until recently, President of the Los Angeles: County CPA, and Winter attended ~ ’ °- 5. 
meetings at Bransten's homé., Carl Winter hag now been transferred by the Com 
“‘nunist Party to Detroit, Hichigen. © 00g eg ce tie 


' Max Silver Mae eee ty P Ber: gene, Jie ee 


. Bransten conferred, with Max Silvér, Secretary Treasurer Of the Los re 
. . Angeles County CPA, on October 9,.1944. 0° 3 i a se , 


; Rin Fact? 


9 “In Fact, Incorporated" was. incorporated under the laws of New York 0. . | 
on May 10, 1940, with a ‘capital of nine ‘shares of common stock of no par value... 
‘George Seldes was President and Editory Richard Brangter, Vice President, and. - 

_ Sam Beder, Secretary and Treasurer. 20 


_, George Seldes is a brother of Gilbert Seldes, & well-knowm literary. | 
figure. An article in the Saturday Evening Post of February 15, 1941,, entitled. - 
_, “Huddled Millions," referred to: Mitodern Age Books, Incorporated" as a Gommunist  _ 
. outlet publishing. such authors as Brute Minton, and John Stuart. The October 15,°.. . - 
| 1940, issue of "In Fact" indicated that George’ Seldes was the Ee iter and Bruce. ~~. *. 
' Minton was Associate Editor and that "In Fact" was laumched in éay,. 1940, with . 
- ~the stated purpose of. supplying news. for. the. part. of the American people ssti- 
"mated at 30,000,000 which has, in several, public opinion polls, expressed its 
doubts as to the honesty of the American press.t 6 & 
* _. An account was opened at thé Queensboro: Plaza Brarich of the Manufacturers: | 
Trust Company, New York Gity, on April 22, 1940, im the name of Richard Bransten, 
"With an initial deposit of $1478.20. On May 29, 1940, a transfer was made from. 


er Bransten's. account ‘and was used ‘to. open an account at the same branch in the name _ | 


of "In Fact, Incorporated,* 29-28 41st Avenue, ‘Long Island: City, which was the ~ _ 


“~~ gddress also furnished by Bransten in opening his account at. the same bank on ~ 


' April 22, 1940. On June 18, 1940, Bransten's account was closed by transfer of 

the balance of $432.80 te the account, of "In Fact, Tncorporated",. the officers ... ° 
of which were George Seldes,. President; Richard Bransten, Vice Président; Sam. °.. 
- Beder, Secretary Treasurer, and Rose Euler, Business Managers. . 


.- .._, .. Bransten advised Selective. Service Local Board #258, Fairfield,’ Con || 
necticut, on January 23, 1941, ‘that he was Vite President of "In Fact, Incorporated, 

. Shatham-Phoenix Building, Long Island. City; ‘New York, that he earned $35 a-week = 
and had been, employed by this company for four years.*° ~~. - Be es 


bee 
os 


ue effect that it was reported that. fonds, for the establishment of "In Fact". - 


Information. was received om, eee. Us. ‘3941, that. *tn Fact" was , 
edited and published ‘by George Seldes and Bruce Minton and was strongly backed: 
by the Commumist Party. Itwas sbated that the publication was: frequently recom 


mended. to Party: menbers at. Communist | Party meetings. as: & good. paper to. read and 7 ts a) 


had on several occasions been’ offered at a special price, together with other | 
- Commmistic publicstions. : It was. asserted tbat-there is'no question that Brace 
' Minton is a member of the. Commnist. Party and makes every effort to give a true. 


ea Anterprebation of Commmist ideas in all articles that appear in the publication. oe 


In Jone, 1941, this source furnished additional. information: to the, i ot ci 


_. game from the Communist Party. in this. gonnéction it. is. ‘interesting to note 


| that on dily 31, 1941, during a discussion, of the: disposition to: be made of | 
-* Communist. Party fands, John. Williamson (presently a member’ of the National ae 
mittee of the: CPA) remarked to Roy Hudson . (also a iiémber ‘of the ‘National. Com. 
Projects. IG is ‘true. we got back our EEE: aaa Facts ‘and some of P his other” 
pro ects.5 _ 4 ieee & eee ar Rae 


oo 


In the Roveiiber,. 1943, issue of Agarican abvouny: feacaiias there : is. an”. 


|, article by Frederick Woltman entitled "The Cawouflaged Gommmist Press™ which is’. 
“devoted to an effort. by the. author. ‘to raveal- the. propaganda, and. false front: pee ‘ 


. ties of various Ameriezn’ newspapers ‘and magazines... Particular: ‘attention. is devoted | 


. + ‘to the publication "In Fact," and its founder George Seldes.- Brute Minton is 
. (.deseribed ag "2 Party’, stalwart, Editor of the *New Hasses,! and Associate Editor 


. With Séldes of Hn Fact", The article generally: asserts that "in: Factt follows. ' 
- the policy of a: Tidape pheestt an in printing ‘myerified Anews" -and refusing to fumish’ : 
. the sources or the. ‘backgroud. of. the news. ‘The complete: . switeh in. the Communist ° 


aoe ‘Farty line from opposition to all ‘foreion wars ‘prior to the ‘German’: atback. one Te a 


\ ;)Russia to the position. of me second Front ‘et atter, ihe attack on Bissia is) 
ee ‘set oub in ce tig, ea eae: ea ee re : fs 


7 Rew Masses waite Bee 


Ae Both niches Bransten and his wi; “aath eke, have been connected . 
ae with "New Masses. Laer ee es | aa © . 


Editor, of. New Maoses" 


ee oe the “Jacket. of tie bodk: Mien’ Who: es ‘Babor*, by Bruce. eens ‘and Sonn 
Sinaxt, “{ndizates tha Bruce Minton joined the staff of the "New Masses? fm 

1985 and shortly beeanie one of its- ‘editors, specializing an labor reporting. os ans ~ 

: Ite states that he was on. leave of- absence from the magazine, although serving 

as contributing | editor. This last statement. apparently bir ied ‘the ale 

when the book -was’ Peissheds which was duly, A9375. eye es ee ; 


e the “prospectus! of thie Peopiats ‘Educational eit, Los ‘Angeles. f ek = 


o) BS Califomia, for the Spring term, 1945, Lists Bruce-Miriton.as a member of the — 


. faculty and states. the following with reference fo his. connection with "New -° = a 
_. | Masses": "Editor of "New Masses", 1935-1936, cuiameaba had Washington ee 
eas TI9d1-2944, a ‘Present. est Goast editor.” oe ; %, od 


a Ga ix 4 ie 
Ot) ey + ¢ * = 
vid ee eee) i Yh a ee 
‘- ya: b . ae a a 5a 
, > aa > 2 = + 
\ . 
i : . 


oy é - es Lo 
- : . ” ‘ 7 7 . ‘ os iS . 
+7 ae 2 . ‘ ‘ ee) rs Mey PT 7 « + . . 
Bf Sak* Hee - : . Fs e2 ae bes ure ve . 
: a a8 By : ee wlan, Seok P : ot sl 8 fey . 
2 os . oH a : : : 2s ade ’ . oF . re : ; 
ae : . * Pe yo tet f * « ; ars é ‘ . soe 
« gee ’ ~ 3 : > Sg 7 » ey $ wR Ua ak ee y noe : 
< , im Pom ie ee Se x eo ad * ay . : é tot 
e i 4 7 . - eda : ON ager . , * ‘ - + 
Geel %. re tae oon Sra. wey a “i aes s 
a 2S Tt a ee ® oo a oe Car. é , as o 
3 : he ot & ° . < wh Fe : % 
Bo Re oa ‘ , BoM i ae 3 eg . 
up - 5, er . ‘ - - ce 
. . - oe . * 4 ’ “ 
' . 5 
@ 
‘ ne 


A letter datea Novenber 24,5 1939, on. the “Lebuashond = New ‘Massea" 
-e announced a "Hew Masses" ball celebrating the 25th birthday ofthe publication | 

' to be held at Webster Hall, 119 East 11th Street, New York City, Decenber 2, 

oo. 28BBe Bruce Minton and Ruth eKenney, among athens». were hosts eer. thie affeir. . 


| Bransten wag one ‘of the. sponsor of a mags nooting et Webster Hell, 
New York, February 20, 1940, under the auspices of the. thew Masses Nefense 
rer to protest.” the Grand suey. investi gebion of the publications. FESS 


a Wer: Masses" for Jemiax'y 21, 1941,’ sringiniged that Bruce Hinton, vecia 

“be ‘in charge of a special anniversary issue of ."New Messes™ +6 appear in midw 
February in. eelebration of bakes er since the, sere Asmae: es bse naa ye 
“Massess™ tke a. a ee a a es 


"On January 28, yea, ie: ae stated that John. ‘Stuaré a Soop 
Starobin had been added. to its Editorial Board... It stated ‘that the Board woulds 
thereafter, include Bruce Minton, Ruth WoKonneyy. Barbara: Giles. Ae Be Jeers 
Topeph North, Joseph Starobin, and John parts: oy ; 


es “In October, i941, "New Yassos" was, ecoupying the ‘Leth floor ab or ath 
Avenue, New York City, The offices of "New Masses" were roported to be a, kypiedt fo 
.." Communist gathering ‘place wheré negroes and whites mingled togéther. An oa. ee 
. October, 1941, issue of, “New Masses” indicated that Bruce Hinton an@ Ruth ” 
McKenney were editors of the publication. The same.issue of "New Masses" — - 
listed Bruce Minton as a speaker at @ mosting called ttntorpretabion Please” 
_» to be held October 30; ag4l, at Webster aaa 119. Bast mee aaa New Lad 
“under sponsorship of "New Kaases." Magi, SE OS gas 
a _ Richard: Breaiston diem a she for Hi ayehte to" te tascost on! 
3 Noweabor 3 1941." eta Le : ae ; ar ae ee Ee eee 
oe * * James Branca, City President af: the Gomandet Forty: eA," Fue the. 
ime: District of. Columbia, extended an. invitation to Bransten to. attend 2 press 
conference on the succecding day, Bronea stated ths -purpode of the’ conference. = yt 
was to receive an open. statement. that Wilkerson was joining the Party and a We 7 hed 
jeaving the University. Branca stated that Wilkerson would be located at. a 
_ Baltimore and would be in cherge of the local district. Branston stated. he 
_aduld not -be-present at ‘the press ‘gonfererice, bub would get in touch with: ” 
_. Jalkergon and. request him to furnish articles to “New. tagses" regarding race - 
: nists, . The Wilkerson yoferred ta is undoubtedly’ couek ikerson, ae ae oe 
associated with Howard’ eat oe . A om os he | ee 


The April ‘Ls 194t, issue of Now succes? ee thet virgivas ee 

- Gardner had replaced Bruce linton-as Washington editor of "New Masses," Hinton 
‘heving left for California where he was Bereing’ on the Bosra, of “Bet Hasces™ eae 24 
“8B their West Coast representative, : PE gue 


£ 


| '. “was devoted to the activities of gohn L. Lewis and gteted thet he had recently | 


ve ‘that nows had leaked into Washington that.» tr. Scxeuer, an individual 


~ higher pricas on milk deliveries when Lewis Dairy Farmers Union presented - 


7 bs Az , 


Character of ‘New Messes™ 


be _ The "Daily Worker" of April 19; 1939, contained a news story relative 
_ to & celebration to be held May 20, 1939, by the Communist Party of Yorkville 

in New York Gity in honor of its. fifth anniversary, The “Daily Worker" stated 
that a host of National, State, and County Party. dignitaries had joined a list 
of sponsors for the event and that they included James Ford, metber of tho’ 
Nations] Committe; Israel-Amtor, State Chairman; Ella Reéve "Mother Bloor, =~ 
of thé National Comiittée; Clarence Hathaway, Editor of the "Deily: Worker,” and  ..° 
Brice Minton of “New Madses." This would appear ‘to be a tacit declaration — . ~ 
that the "Daily Worker" and "“Wew Masses waré considered officiel organs of 
the Commmist Party at that time, ewe eo, ae OF i 


¥ _ In ett article in its Pebruary-20, 1942, issue describing the attempts 
| +of Evalyn Walsh McLean to obtain a warrant for the arrest of Bruce Winton for 
- eriminal Libel, the Vashington "fimes-Herald" described. Brués Minton as lashington. 
‘Editor of the official Communist magazine, "New Masses.” In a similar stary 
in the Washington "News" of February 21, 1942, Mintox. was described, as Vashinston. 
Editor of the Communist "New Masses. 2 gn ae ‘ 
+ he Washington “LimessHerald" again xoeferred to “New Massestag an 
official Commmist Party publication in its Issue of March 7, 1943, when ii, 
' sbated that lrs, clean had testified before a Grand Jury in the District of — - 
oe ovary in'an effort to. obtain a criminal libel indictment against Richard. vel 
. Branstem, = is sate ig ete PAR EE ee er ee ee al 


_  "Bateh oti the Potomes® 


a During the: period thet he was Yashineton editor of "Yer Masses, 
‘Brucé. finton wis the author of a column in that publicetion-known as “Watch 
on the Potomac,” | on Sh 7; inks gbate Be Sh oar Wea 


 Watoh on the. Potomac” in the April 21, 1942, isgue of “Now tassea* 
taken the Dalry Farmers Union of New York, inito. "his district 50". In this. 
article Minton further asserted that there was enother organization inthe ‘ 
' New York 11k Shed known as the Dairyments League which was openly controlled 
‘by ‘Borden’and Sheffield, He stated that the Dairy Farmers Union and the . 
Dairyments League were ostensibly in violent opposition ‘te each other, but 


-. known to be influential in the League and who in thé past had enjoyed close 
connections with Americe First, had become an angel of poace ard-was sooking 
- up a deal with the tro companies whereby Borden and Sheffield would grant 


_ tts demands, This would make Lewis appear as the savior .of the Dairy Faraers, 
- Hinton asserted. that with the help of Sexauer, Lewiat importance in Upstate | 
... New York could be inflated dnd supposedly a word from Lewis et election time 

might well carry weight. He identified Lewis with the "“appeasers"™ and stated 

“the. pioture. is clear enough? John L. Lewks, isolationist in. control ‘of the 


3 


re 


: work attracted the attention of “thousands throughout. the comtry for its clear 


* | invaluable contribution and we wish. to take this opportunity ab this time to. 
a. ‘express dur gratitude, For ‘these reasgns ‘we dishike to. annourice thet Ur. ‘Winton © 
' 48 leaving, Washington for the Vest Coast, where. he will make his home; we are... 
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D.F.Ue, > expects a high price fer the ‘pels ‘Termes because of 2 a ‘deal with 
Borden and Sheffield, ‘both anxious to limit production. . Hire Sexauer; once of 
America Firet, acts as go between, | ‘The Sees is in the offing. and it ail. 

@ adds up to ‘pothing goad, me . - 

: In "Watch on the Potomac in fhe Tepruary 9, 1945, Spite of faa es 
asses” tolarton axserted enong other things that Attorney General Biddle planned’ 
to present to Congress legislation to require vegistration of Commnhist Farty 
membership, Hinton stated this would alsé deliberately ; revive the "tComaunazit - 
_. Cehardt by luaping Fascists aud Communists in the. seme category, Vintonts — - 

“vLews.on the right of soldiers to vote wore exprossed in his eases “Hatoh 

Om ‘the Potomac" in tse Uegses™ for Decenber 4, 1048. | ; 


. on April By. ‘tote; New Tassos Sieatacd the rotlowing eiaeaacek 5 iene ae 
regerding Mintont "For almost. two ‘years one of tNew asses! ziost popular 
‘departments was Bruge Minton's *latch on the Potomad?,. Our Washington editor's . 


7 prescient coverage of the papltal, | His writings from Washington have beer at. 


- happy, however, to be able to’ announce simultencously thet he. wii be. Our: Weak - 
oe Cana Editor and will, ‘be. bah Teeplanly. =o there. 


* Other Teibings’ Published in "iow rass06" 


ate “athe Septentbér, 28, 1986, issue of sews itagses" Soren ani eeniae eed. 
ae - Bruce filviton detailing the results of an interview of Harry Bridgas by Mintotie 
. The following is an excerpt front the article - "the workers’ retain no illusions hig 
. ‘that the boss!. interest can coincide with those of the majority. ‘The day of © 
a ‘ecoperation is past, though: the necessity to’ beck union struggles with: political. 
’ eotion is not ‘generally. understdodavceae The employsrs understand, however, Sieh 
' ‘the olectionts approach. > dodkout next month cat ae ‘the. neogevoue niece haa a 
thon on, the spobe™ oe : 


oa eS Sutherland: Dontingsr, ‘in ape oF Degenber 29, oad. oritiotzed on 
seehigné: by Bruce. Minton inthe. then current issue of "New Masses in which: > - 
. Minton is elloged to have stated that the International: Studentta Service * nek See 

 < Gonference at the tew- Jersey State College for “Wonten Was. veiny ee 

~ and ane -Fadieal point. of view Suppressed. : : : 


* Tn an article: tn ititen “Hasses™ for Sb gabei Bs, 1941, siitied” i 
Second Wind in Washington,” Winton advocated the formation of production ~. 
committees including workers in every plank in the country to. incfease—— 


' production and stated that the Govermont badly needed to reach the people. 


'. With information and explanation that would bring aed understanding of whet Sand 
‘ War is sie past a i ne facts ae ee a . _ 4 
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te On November 12, 1942, Joseph North of "New Wasses" quoted excerpts : 

_ from a letter from Bruce Winton during a conference with Avrem Landy. Apparently 

_ Minton had written in the letter that Mihailovich had openly collaborated with . 
. the Itslians, and had avoided clashes with the Axis forces, and that the State — 

- Department. suspected that the Axis léaders, rather than ‘take action against i" 

Mihailoyich, had encouraged the ortire Communist campaign. Landy advised ‘Korth : 
‘that it would he necessary for Minton. te take the mabter up with North before 

North could publish it in the "Hew Masses." Landy further stated that unless 
‘he had positive assurance that several of the sentences were ‘correct, he would 
not advise. sending it in and that while Minton stated he is collecting facts " 
and Washington. sae oe as such,, hoe | of. me statements are in ene. not 
factual at ali. a : on 


The’ Ciiveden: Tneident 


fhe. February: ahs 1942; issue of New Masses" " coutatead an article. ao 
by Brace Minton entitled ‘Washington's Cliveden. set. ~~ Appeaser*s Uhots who.* ak 


.-' She article was subtitled "Gome to 'Friendship House! if you.want. to meet 


Washington's 'liveden Set,‘ the rendezvous of Americatg Munichmen. Bruce « 

Minton's expose of the high and mighty who sneér at the President's program - 

for victory... Where Finland's _Procope gets an earful. What did the: WVichy- 
Attache. ‘learn before ‘leaving for Tokyo?" The main aubstenée of ‘the article, 1s 3% 4 


ee contained in the following quoted: paragraphs : 


etn ‘truth Mes. Nolan's guest List ‘should arouse far more oasaitens than | 


. it hag ‘up to row. Most of her constant visitors have: two. things In common ~~ 


their hatred for President Roosevelt and their ‘admiration for the devious ways 

of fascism. ‘That. appears to be. the Link among such oddly assorted people most 
often entertained by Mra. McLean — Representatives Martin Dies and Hamilton = 
Fish, Tarn R. Castle of the Anerice First. Comittee, .Tgor Cassini, Tawrence 
Wood Robert, dr., Senators theeler.and Nyé, and Mrs. McLean's own. son-in-law, © « 

Senator Robert Rice Reynolds, J. Edgar Hoover, State Department notables ©“. 


‘Breckinridge Long, A. A. Berls, and Loy Hendersons Mts. A. Mitchell Palmer; © 


_ , Mrs. Lionel Atwill and her dapper brother, James: Cromell, the Finnish Winister 
Hjalmar. Procope, the Ampeccably dressed secretaries and attaches from the French 
and Spanish Embassies, and‘most surprising of:all, John L. Lewis. Each of. these, e* 
". persons has béen Linked with the isvlationists: many of ‘them have bedn® called -- 
. | appeasersy not a few were prominent in America “wirst or endorsed Averica First . 
- policies; and almost all have at on¢é time or another i liaasail aiaigiaueay for: 
Mussolini, if hot openly for Hitler.* 


e a The “ipasly Worker® of February 20; 19425 advertised the sboverentitied te 
article as a “amashing - indictment of" America ts- Appeasers ." “ os 


. ‘Criminal Libel Warrant Refused Mrs. Mclean. 


eas ‘ on sebeaiey 20, 1922, according to the tashington News of February y By: 
os 1082; and the Washington Times Herald of the same date, Mrs..Evalyn Walsh 

| Mclean unsuccessfully attempted to obtain from Edwin M. Curran, .United States 
saa a warrant for the arrest of Bruce acini oe pee of criminal libel 
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based upon the above-mentionad article: ‘in "yew Mingsos.™ isang to the 
Washington "tMmes+Herald™ of March 7, 1943, Mrs. McLean testified before ‘a. 
Grend. Jury in the District of Columbia on March 6, 1942, in on Pees ae » * 
obtein 4 ‘oriminal libel, indictment against “the subjects oie ve 


W6.L1Lon Dollar ‘Suit’ Somes He Re Crone 


a Somes He Re ‘Cromwell, bites uinister to Canada, adcording to. the Ute 8 
. New York “times".of March ll, 1942, filed suit in Federal Court on March 10, 1942, 
for $1,000,000, charging thet Bruce Minton in en article published im "New Masses" - 
had libelously called him an appeaser and. an-associets. of 5th columists and a 
slanderer of President Roosevelt, The complaint was riled ‘through Sok As... 
‘Rosenblatt and William Jaffe, attorneys. The: défendants named in the suit, — 
. according to une: ‘New, York "Times, wore. Litaeed Unseen s Tide aad: of | 
"New Masseg,*. and Bruce Hinton. 


The. mpeily. Worker": ‘of ‘April 9 1922, ott dort 12, 1942, seceioa ads = 

, vevstladments Por an “Anti-Cliveden Reliy for thé Defense of Now Masses and = 
Freedom of the Press" to. be held April 12, 1942, nt Manhattan Center; 34th Street. - 
and 8th Avenue, New York City. ‘Brice Linton. and. Ruth, ‘MoKenney ware scheduled ‘to 
" appear on the program together with such others as.Fred Myers and. Peter V, 
Gacthione. According to the. "Daily Torker” of April 13, 1942, the rally was . 


oe actually addressed .by Bruce Hinton and also hagrd én appeal for’ the release of 


Earl Browder, who, it was charged, was being kept belind bars, ‘by the same "Cliveden — 
Sete” A “substantial sum” was paid by "New Maeses™ to James Hy Re Cromwell on .* |: 
; August 26, 1942, according to the Washington pimeseHorald'™ of the following day, 
- in settlement of all costs relating to Cromvell's-miliion dollar law suit, - ee 

Masses" also made a statonont to the effect: thnt it had found no evidorice that’: 


. ., Gromwell was. or had beon a member of the "Cliyeden Set™ or sympathetic ‘to the - 
i viewpoint of. the - -appeasers and defestists. “Yow Masses" further ‘stated that: 
| Srommellis public utterances since the outbreak of Torld War II and other ~ 


Cee pad wished 4 publicly to retract. oS 


_ ‘information indicate beyond’ doubt ‘that he is strongly antieAxis, and the inclusion a 
' J of his nemé-in the. "CLiveden set” West an. error: which “New tanses", ‘greatly weerented 
io on Se, - . : 7 7 


ured 


” Api earance. Before Intornstitonad Labor Defense me, 


ee rs speci conerning thcartoate Cliveden ‘gett wag deliverod = Bruce. eee 
aia at the dimer forum, of the International Labor Defense's Natiofial Conference 
on Givil Liberties in Support of the War on April 6, W942, in New York Citys nae 
_ Muton stated thet “Anori cals: Gliveden. Set attempts to repeat the pattern of - 
similar 5th colum, activities in other seme eeoaritne %o -the | “aebty soe ee or 
of aera 6, 1942, A ees, Sa te ; a eee : > ae. 


t 


Trip Through Middie West 


"New Masses of April 18, 1944, announced that Hinton Was.en route . | 
to California where he would be the West Coast representative of the publication 


and while-en route, was stopping off in key ofties of” political activity in the. 


Middle West to. gather information for a series of articles in "New Magses." 


Branstex ‘arrived in Cleveland on March, 23,1044, intending to remain - 
there several days to gather material for a story on the 1944 elections. He. 


had several. appointments; including one with Tarie Prince, who was to arrange » ae os 


meeting for him with Richard Edison Reisinger, Regional Director, Region 2A, . 
United Automobile, Aircraft end: Aprioulturel Inplenent Workers of America, CIOs 


_At Louisville, Kentucky, Bruce Minton 6f "New Massed was the: princia 


pal speaker at & meeting of the Forun for Demotracy. sponsored by Claude Halstead 
Van Tyne, a known membe: 
_ 1925 South Srd Street. 


- On April 85 1944, Bruce Minton yas at. the headquarters of ‘the Communist, on 7 
Party in Indianapolis to. digcuss Party activities in. Indiana with Eimer Johnson, . 


a Communist Party funotionary, in-ordex to make plans: to. hold a recruiting =  - 
‘meeting for the intellectuals. At a meeting on April 11, 1944, at the-Warren | 
Hotel in Indianapolis, Bruce Minton wag the principal. speakers. The chief 

‘the Communist Party in Indianapolis, < 


| 


‘purpose of thé meeting was to provide “inspiration" for the intellectuals of | 


Ab Milwaukees Tasconsiny on dpril 12, 1044, Branston conferred with’ 
Miss Josephine E. Nordstrand, a funetionary of the Wisconsin State Comittes.. 


on Social Legislation, Ned Sparks, head of the Wisconsin Commmnist Perty, and ~ 


* 


Esther Eisenscher, a Commmist Party member, Hinton stated the purpose of hig = 


‘trip through Wnconsin was to contact. people both favorable sud unfavorable ‘to 
‘the Communist Party and obtain from them a political picture of the state so: 
‘that he might write on the subject. He stated it was not his job on this trip 


"| to couvert. people to their (i.e., ‘the Contaunists +) way of. thinking, - 


 . | On May 29, 1984, a-letter which later appeared in “How Hadses” for.’ 
duly 4, 1944, was written by Ned Sparks, Wisconsin State Presidont of the CPA, ~ 


addressed to Bruce Minton and congratulating him on an article he had written 


discussing the political situation in Wisconsin, | : | 
| On April 17, 1944, it wos reported that Brice Minton would be in. . 


Chivago during the ensuing week, William L. ‘Patterson, Chicago Commmist Party . 


functionary, requested one Goldie (possibly Goldie. Shapiro) to geé-in touch - | 
‘With the South Side Section orgahizer of the Party and attempt. to arrange & — 
| meeting for tho South Side, . a Ts ba ee : ; a 


r of. the. Commmist Party, held. on April 4, 1944, ne - 
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Bransten was in Chicago on April 19, 1944, and planned te go ta 
Missouri from Chicago and thence to Los Angeles, California, Subject diss’ - 
cussed the Dios Comittee with Eugene David, Commmist functionary in Chicags,’ 
- Wao desired to heve’ an. article written concerning Martin Dies and was of the. - 
opinion that if the article were properly written, Dies could be defeated in 
_. ‘the election, mS : me 8 Oe ee 


re: . An informal reception was tendered the subject at the home of Jacob 
Pohn, 742 Test Buena’ Terrace, Chicago,.6n April 22, 1944, at.8:50 Ph In 
comection with the house party, Goldie Shapiro had requested Arthur Stern, | 
. Art Director of the Abraham Lincoln School, %o conduct group Binging at the ~ . 
> party, Goldie Shapiro was reportedly active in the Rogers Park Professional — 
' Branch of the Communist Party, —~ - ite ae : ss 
_ ..| > A Priends of the New Masses meetizig was held April 25, 1944, im the 
. grand ballroom of the Hamilton lotel, £0 South Dearkorn Street, Chicazo. Ths — 
subject of the program waa "The Secret Plot. Against Americas". Bruce Hinton ~. 
Wes the.main speakers) 9 0 Fs ae oe ar re Te 


'" Slew Hesses" Reception, Los Angeles 


On June 30, 1944, inforhetion was, reveived that Bligaboth Leach, — 


; orgenizer of the Northviest Section of the Los Angeles County CPA, was ‘arranging ; 


a necting to be hold on‘duly 1, 1944, in the home of Bruce litnton, 1427 North 
Kings’ Road, Los Angeles, for the purpose 6f discugsing "New Masses" magazine, 


“" his ugeting yas atbended by: approkinately fifteen members. of the Horthwest ~ 


Section of the Commumist. Political Association, It was also learned that 
Jobn Howard Lawson, CPA functionary in the movie, industry, hed. completed a °. 


he % Levior concerting a reception to bo.held.for Bruce Hinton and Ruth Melenney,. - 


2 


aditers of “New Masgés" at their home on July 1; 1944; . Invitations to the 


‘ Yecapbion were sent out ‘over ‘the sigueture ‘of John Howard Lawson and indicated, 


: /that Linton would act as editor of “Slew lasses" in Hollywood and bed already 
. been gathering information for publication in ‘the magazines. 5° 9. 
' Miia Pio Lead Labor® Ee Ee 
ne en Who Lead Labor" Wag written by Bruce: Minton and John Stuart aud 
' was published by Modern Age Books, Incorporated, in July of 1957. Yhe book |. 
presents a series of biographies on Willien Groen, Willian Hutcheson, Edward : 
I, UeGrady, John Ly Lewis, Heywood Broun, A. Philip Rendolph, and Harry Bridges. 

Tn an acknowledguent ‘opposite the table of cortents, the authors express grati+«- 


‘bude for the “generous assistance” of Louis Budenz, Bhoodoxre Drapor, Laurenag « - 


Emery, Granville Hicks, EB. Wi MeDowell, snd’ Ruth McKenney, and state thet they 
are ospédially indebted to Harold Seidman, Cowles Scholar in Government at 
Yala University, for pertission to use material fro the first draft of hig — 
' | forthcoming book on racketeers} to Herman Resner, for material on the iiest Coast 
-, . Maritine Unions; to Robert wv. Dunn, Grace Hutchins, aud Ty Kravif of the Labor 


\ 
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' Research Asso¢iations and to te, menber of the carpenters union who for obvious 
reasons must remain anonymous," There is a bibliography conteining. xeferences. 
to numerous books, many of which were written by prominent .Communists.. As an 
example, thers aré cited "Misleaders of Labor” and "From Bryan to Stalin” both 
_ by William Z. ‘Foster. ‘The co-author, John Stuart, ‘is destribed on the jacket 
‘of the book as s former student of biglogical science at Cornell who devided 
‘that history and politics interested him more than the microscope. After — 
finishing at Cornell he was sent. to Paris by John Reed Harvard Alumni Commi-tteg 
to gather matorial for a biography. of John Reed which he later wrote in 
- collaboration with Granville Hicks, It is further stated that Stuart has also. 
‘been on the Editorial Staff of "New Masses” and editor of Health and Hygiene. - 
. Tt was ateted that he. ‘planed to write biographiss of outetanding, Labor becca 
the first of which would relate: to. Eugene Ys Debs. : : 


"Yen ths. Lead Labor" was raytowed by T Winifred. Raushenbush in the Hew | 
York Herald: Tribune" of November 7, 1937, ‘She stated that the book would: have 


‘been much more comprehensible and better orgariised if the authors had written 


® preface in which they had stated that they were Communists and that. ‘they were 
telling ati labor leaders “Line up ‘from our * point of view as aac De pat Gt 


i the Fat Years and. the toant 


: : ‘Bruce Minton” ‘and dolpt ae also éoLtaboratba, on the book meas 

‘tthe Fat Years and the Lean" which was published in 1040. Thé book waa reviewod 
by Jolin Hs Crider in the New. York “Times” fox April 24, 1940, under the heading 

"A Leftist View of Amorics, Between Wars." According to Crider, the volume leaves 
one no choice but to catelogué.the suthors as fellow travelers, if fot outright - 

. Communist Party’ members. The reviewer comments, "The back emphasizes the part - 

- Communism played in, organizing labor...The manner in which ‘the authors! : ~ ., 
. Writing onbangles the ideas. of democracy with ideas distinguishable | as haakmeyad: 
* Communist propagandass «eaves Little doubt thet they travel in spirit‘with. 

the party of the extrome left, Their summary of the Communist Party attitude 


: toward the accomplishnents ‘of Président Roosevelt's first term leaves. one but 


- to remark upon. the sbriking resemblericé and reaffirm his suspicions that this: 
Pook represents ‘bhe elaboration of ‘the. Communist viewpoint during the lest 


‘twenty years. The book fans thé flames of class distinction and the authors. 
» “ state repeatedly the economic ills that have plagued.this country in recant - 
".. years could never ‘be eradicated so’ long as capitalism rules." A manuscript ot 
- . & foréword for tithe Fat Years end the Lean" amnourices thet the book is an attempt to. 


| gauge the predominant ‘economig. and political trends in the United States. since it 


ee went into the First World War and states, "For the rost generous guidance, we - 


are indebted to Alex Bittleman end William Z. Fosters to Dr. Samuel Bitten and” 
Ruth KeKenney we are. grateful for many courtesies," z 


- Sthe. Fascist onsoe ini the USA" ee 7 
MS A sixteonepage- a, written. ‘by Bruce Minton Was: published ‘s 

Be April of 1934 bythe Underhill Publishing Company, 162 Lmaynard Street, Seu es 

‘ Francisco, California, In the introduction, Minton states, "The anthor of this 
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pamphlet is & member of no political party and has never been intdrested in. 
propaganda,“ The pamphlet purports to report a conversation which occurred, 
“between Minton and a worker who called at. Minton’ door in séarch of & job. 
The conversation involves a discussion of the capitalist system afd the de« 
Sirability of replacing it with a Commmistic system, Fascism is pointed out 


. as the extremo to which capitalistic bosses inevitably gravi-tute when theix 


| profits cease to be high enough to ‘satisfy them, Th¥ Soviet Union is penerally _ 


_ referred to as the ideal towdrd which other nations should strive, Revolution 

is mentioned asa possible way to abolish capitalisa and che booklet’ends with 
an. exhortation ta obtain Communist Iiterature and to read ‘the "Western Yorker, ~ 
the "Daily Worker," and "New Massts." Thé last sentence concludes; "Ii1) get in 
touch with the Communists ‘some evening goon. 29 2 rr a oe 


"Red Flag Over San Francisco” .- =~ ec a ik eee zi 
-. A manuscript of: an article entitled, "Red. Flag Over Sex Francisco" - 

in Which Bransten!s address is given as 666 Santa Barbara, Road, Berkeley, . co 
California, reports the opening of the Soviet GConsul's Office in.San Frencises.._ 
The Consul igs described as "a little man'and looks a bit uncomfortable in his. 7 
. tails." It is stated that the representative of. the Workers! State receives — 
the capitalists, the bourgeois, and other consuls représenting hostile countries. 
The author states, "The delegates from the US Axmy and Novy arrive in full, ae 
_ uniform, They greet the Consul, politely amiling welcome. They actually - bee 
shake hands with him, although he comes from the land of Commism, | Frivately =. - 


“they know @11 about. the Communists, know theé in “the Soviet Union everything 


is lousy; that the workers eat little children ‘and carry bombs axd wear beards," . ae 
_ In Conclusion Bransten writes, “Across the: street aro the fine houses ofthe: - © 
' financial leaders, the backbone of *Democracy,>. the backbone of Fascism, “The 
‘Soviet Consul receives. The Workorst ‘State sands the representative to Americas, 
fhe workers in San Fraricisco know the Consulate is opened, Some day they say 
we'll open our consulate in Moscow, Langston Hughes speaks to the Soviet ate RS 
Gonsul, He wrote a isong, 'Put One More S$ in the USk, the S Stands for. Soviets?" 


Ji Byn@dosidom Mriek fe eee et oa ee 


- “4 rough draft of an article “Imre California Vigilantes" by Bruce”. 
' Minton, describes the strike of a Philippine Labor Union in Salinas, 100° miles 
south of San Francisco. Among other things, Brsristen states in the article; 
"The Vigilantes set out to save the Salinas Valley from Moscow, Communism, ond 
- highey wWages..«.The Red scare has. been raised feebly and phsuccessfully during. 
this strike, The Philippine union has no Communist leadership, no. connection with 
"the Cannery énd Agricultural Norkers Industrial Union, and the membership isnot 
Commumisticully inclined....The newspapers throughout. California consistently >. 
raise the Red scara whenever workers atrike...When the Vigilantés swing into: 
action it is impossible to distinguish them from'Hitler’s, Storm Troops except 
that as yet they do not wear uniforms." ye ee 
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Another rough draft entitled "California's Legal Iynch" by Eruce Lainton 
discusses a trial of certain alleged Commmists under the California Criminal’ 
‘ Syndicalism Act ond states that the arrest of the 17 took place during thé wave 
 of-terror thet struck California imucdiately after the San Francisco general -- 
strike, Ii.this article Bransten states that California is closer-to Fascism — 
‘than any other state and ig a testing ground for Fascism, . "If the reactionary 
program of suppression and terrorism can be launched. with active success in 
California, it ¢an be utilized in other states ds well.,.s:It is too bad that 
. the proveedings cannot be broddeast; for those fortunate to be present it is - 
_& splendid prouridwork in Marxism,..0n trial with the 2% workers is not only : 
the Communist Party bub 311 workers and intelloctuats, ‘all pacifists and anti« ‘ 
Fascists, all liberals and students.” °° ss 4 


-  * & rough draft entitled "the Counter Revolution Joins the Prosecution, ® 
‘is devoted in part to one of the. defendants inthe criminal syndicalicm trial | ; 
named Norman Min’ who evidenced what Bratisten teras "Trotskyite leanings." 
Representing Mini was Albert*Goldman, described by Bransten as having been 
| expélied from the Commmist Party, . The author condemis Trotsky and‘quotes . : 
Stalin as having said, "frotskyism is the vanguard of the sounter-revolutionary © _ 
bourgeois. # eae Le ae oe te ee ee Pgh a Woe. 
| + ‘fhere is also in existence # draft of a ‘tvo=page article which concerns’  - 
Atself with the selection of the-jury for the criminal syndicalism trial in which 
District Attorney McAllister is. described asa. "Red baiter extraordinary.’ 


ie Federated Press... : — . 
- 5h compilation of variters was’ propared in 1938 based on a review of ° aoe. 
. the Federated Prass from January 17, 1937 to April 5; .1958, which disclosed that 


“Bruce iinton was oné of the writers utilized by the Federated Press during thats =~ 


.  perdod,: + 


Reviews of Books-end frticies ee a eS Cie e 


i ae Brucé Minton reviewed the book "Democracy Fortes” by Arthur Garfield ae 
. Heys in the "Daily Worker" of March. 29, 1939, «The review states that Hays expected 


'" objections’ to the hook by Communists. Winton) takes issue vith Hays,-stebing 


:, “He. opposes Communism and mistakenly considers that the Soviot Union and iitler 
’ Germany are both dictatorships that accordingly negate Democracy." He further - = 

- stetes, "Io Mr. Hays, dictatorship is evil whether it connotes the xule of the ._ 

| majority as in the Soviet Union, or whether it is the xule of a corrupt’ minortty 


of monopolists ag. in Hitley: Germany," 


: _., dhe "Daily Horker" of April 25, 1959, contained # review of J. Hs Plenntg 

“Mexico Marches" by Bruce Minton in which he ‘seid in part, "Nuch more should have 
been said of the criminally destruqtive and traitorous role of Trotsky and his 

, &lique who have proved invaluable allies of the Fascists, The Mexican Comnunist 

Party is treated in a regrettably superficial and unperceptive manner," — — 
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YoY tight Like Rooialawiis rm Way of Lite | for liodern Yan" by Corliss 

canon! was reviewed by Bruce. Minton in the "Daily lorker" of September 25, 1939, 
in @& manner very favorable toward beth the author andthe book. Hinton states 9 

Nees tito chapters, in, particulor recommended themselves. the discussion of 
. Soclalism in the Soviet Union, and the chapter entitled 'The Road ‘to Pence, * 

The. Soviet Union haz forged a new life with untold promise for its citizens ee 

for the world. The Soviet Thion fought valiantly to preserve the peace of _. 

the, world and te stop the aggressor, But alond. the Sovialist State was unable 
to prevent Chamberlain and Dalddiex from entouraging Hitler to. break the Peace 
and from engineerizig a new and ferocious war,..’You Might Like Socialism! is* 


to read the news of our times, the news of Socialism isthe hope of the: world, . : he 


Here is 4 book: to hand to friends who: have had an- overdose of the daily press. , 
end lost thelr ability to distinguish between’ hysterical lies and the truth thet... 
Sometimes emexges, despite aki oF ae si hae of ane editors to, wate. it out.” 
Paramount Pictures 7 ue ee i . ee co ; “2 a ae ar 


"Rambling “Apoarid Les Angeles," “a. : done fe the ‘epopaeta’ World, * “gan: 


>. Franeiseo California, | contained the following notation on July 14, 1944: “Bruce : we! 
. /.. Minton, -tNew Masses, Test’ Coast editor, screen, writing for Paramount, reputed : zs 
SL BO have, an, aaa epee ell of them goods .sHife Ruth catia skao at: studio." 


BIOGRAPRY OF HERBERY HOOVER . 
"te was he eeserted on Septeniber 20, 1948, thabSeymout ‘Hates Was Sasiaeie 


bye Richard: Braristen to, do research Work on material: concerning a former President —_. 
“; of the United States, Herbert Hoover. . ‘Tb was stated that. Bransten was planning . 


| “0, write & book on the Lite of Herbert Hoover and that Bakst was employed to. hetp.: 


ee in the research work and was te receive the ‘sum of $6,000. He was algo: to have: 


his. neme’ appear. in the book as the person in charge of the research work. - Bakst 

was engaged in the raésearch work st thé Library of Congress ‘and had stated he 

‘ pxpeoted to ‘complete the project in Washington, D, 6, and. oventudlly be on ‘the nS 

- | Hest Coast working on the aame project. ‘herd was ho indication ag te the. ~~ °° 
: sharaster. of the: ‘book except thet at Was. to. concern ae Lita F Herbert Hoovers ee 


Branston received: a Letter on tara: 29, 1945, bce Doris: Sommoider of 


; cern Brace and Company, Publishers, * 383 -Madigon ‘Avenue, New, York Citys - The. 
. detter closed, as follows: 3's good the Hooyer book progresses and: I well seo. 


the San Francisco Conference might: have. an importent bearing on your story. ou 
. The letter stated that the writer had gotten-Branstents Lost bo "Eranics " me a 
re 2 ‘is believed thet "Prank! may be ‘Prank Korleye . shag Sa 


Pa 


a ag bce was ales: oncrtad by a: strickly gone gentitaa sources “that 
ee peaaston had in his. possession a: letter received: April 2, 1945, from eegourt;’ 


: - Brace and’ Company, ‘he signature of which was illegible, Initiels on the letter . 


indicdted it was dictated by FVM who may be Frank Motley. “The lett er prune 
that. Branston: Macey Us. aia ecetrene ther ‘Hoover Pane — 


t 
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‘The same source reported a letter received by Mra. Bransten from, 7 
Alan C. Collins, President uf Curtis Brown, Limited, 347 Madison Avenue, New 


» York City, containing coments regarding the Commumist sympathies of the 


- — Seymour Bakst=. 


_ Branstens and referring to their trip to Sen Frenciaco to cover the Security 
' Conference on behalf of "New Masses." The writer inquired, "How. is Richard 
getting on with the book and when does. he think ‘he Will be finished. I am ‘ 
sending all documents to Frank Morley so that he can bring himself up to dete.. 
on the lave life of the Branstens." The letter indicates that Collins differs. 
with the Branstens in hig political beliefs and refers to himself as "a guy 
_ who is called a reactionary in the liberal circles of New York and @ Red in. 
'.“the conservative circles ‘of, Pniladelphia.® — geet SS ie Wane © 


= Th weis reported isi the early part of April, 1945, thet Seymour Baket 
still resides at Apartment 104, 1390’ Fort. Stevens Drive; N. W.,, Washington, D. Cos 


and that his hours are very. irregular, He has steted that he is employed by © ° 


“Richard Bransten on the West Coast to gather information which will ‘permit. 


Bransten to write a book in which he is interested, The neture- or title.af the’ -_ 
. book was not revealed by’ Bekst, Bakst spends considerable time at the Library... 
_: of Congress gathering material for the books while at home Bakst does a large . .. 
amount of reading and typing relating to the work for Bransten, There has been — 
«no indication that Bakat plens to leave tashington, = ss * i 
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» Subject!s Attitude Toward’ Herbert Hoover a . . 
is gS _ he following material hag been assenbled in this section in the hope ge, s 
* that it may be of ‘soma. value in forecasting the tenor. and content of any biography . - . 


_ , of Herbert Hooyer, which way be written by the subject eas 


is? _ dn his colum, "Watch on the Potomac," Bruce Minton wrote.an article > - 
_ _ Which he subtitled "Capitol Headmén.". In this article he- stated, "The biustering.._ 
_ anti-Willkie Hatchetmen among the Republicans have come to Washington with one © 
_aim - to make mincemaat out of the New Deal, Thereby they believe they will. mi. 
ease the ‘way toward the 1944 victory for that GOP faction, which takes its inspira~". 
“tion from the National Association of Manufacturers.. This greedy bunch depends in’ - 
> no small degree on the support offered by the equally cynical and defeatist. = 
__‘, Southern Poll Taxers among the Democrats, without whom the Republican Reactionaries: ~ 
. =. Mould be pretty well isolated and lacking indecisive power, That the present. =) - * 
-. plot and maneuver in Congress can dangerously impede. the war effort and delay 
» > ‘Vietory just doesn't seem to cut any ice so faras these schemers go. In a 
~ “". very. true sénse, they know only politics-as-usual, and the war is relegated 
«$6 second place," CF ate hea o eis ge eee . ee re eee , 


7 -’.. Near the end ofthe article tha author states. that on the. day the... 
_- Seventy-eLghth Congress: convened he asked. Vito-Marcantonie what he expected” — 
from the new-Gongréss and assertedly. received the following reply; "That's - =. 
__ +.“ pretty. much dependent on what-goes on outside of. Washington. A few parades .. - 
,) » of hometown folks pasta few Congrésemen's houses can do tonders, Demonstrations, 
"" mass meetings, organizational weetings back in the commnities ‘discussing the 


- t 2 * 


. “+ dgsu@s and the war = that ie what can make all the- difference," | 


ei “7 cs 2 On duly 27, 1943,. New Masses" included an article by Bruce Minton. - 9". 
'. , @atitied, "The CIO Mobilizes." This article décuses Congress of having follonead: 
‘the lead of.the National Associabion-of Manufacturers. in what. it describes ag, °° 1. +). 
|. *.,Hextreme anbi-Roosevelt,: anti-labor,. anti-unconditional surrender speaches.". | er 
. . the article refers to this coalition between Congress and the National Associktion. 
_ > .°, of Manufacturers as-a'"plot."..It states that the CIO has not responded to this. © 
".... -Mplot," Jt reports that the GIO has takeh‘the offensive against the forces.of — -- - | 
i.) . veaction among. which it includes the Ku. Klux Klan, ‘the. Norman Thomas ~ Dubinsky. 0 
'./. -‘GLique, and "The Hoover, Taft, Fieh, Dies, Purveyors of National Humiliation, - 
_ , The ‘article states that the ClO has taken long steps. forward. and that it draws ° ae 
'  Sneouragement from Presideit Roeseyelt!s fight against those ‘who "point adagger: .° |. 
at the throat of the péoplée."* The arti¢le as.a whold asgumes that ‘the GIO) ee" 
_ political program will be won against the "Forces of Reaction." - sn ee aes 
>.» “In his colum, "Watch on-the Potomac," in "New Masses" of December 28, << . 
” 1943, the subject published an article subtitled "Tho Anti-Hillkie Smear" in’ “ - 
whith he exposesa book by ¢, Nelson Sparks; former mayor of Akron, Ohio, - 
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entitled, "One Man ~ Wendel: Willkie." - The subject eiatas in this article that 
the book by. Sparks had aroused Senator ianger'to. demand a Senate investigation 
of "The conduct of the 1940 National Convention of the Republicati Party with 


a View to ascertaining. whether. there were. irregularities in the-selection of 


candidates’ for subject party for the office of President, and whether rey 
feos had a corrupt. connegtion therewith." ae 


According to Minton, urs Sparks purports - te tell in his pook “the 
“inside story" of the manner in which Hr. WLudig won the Rominetion at the. 
1910 de ea Convention. ee Oe aes ee fare F 


Bt ee Hinton characterises: ‘genator- Langer asa - Hopiiblitcan: snaverick,. 
cadutode ‘defeatist who can't get along with Gerald Nye, 2 follower of. fe aye. 
tHearst -.McGormick ~ Patterson Vline'," who refuses to coordinate his activities 


with those of political elders Like Herbert re Robert fait, Arthur Vanden~ ; 


berg, and Joseph’ Martin. 


woe - Minton contenaes. an by Siew ene. Sparks's ‘Soe tanger made” the 
‘same: Bort. of mistake in the, eyes of the Hoover ‘=. Taft = Vandenberg general, 


ce “staff-as-Alf Landon made a few weeks: “previously when’ ho: Nisited Washingtoris. one 
; "Everyone had forgotten Ali's: existence and evidently noone had tipped. hin. oft. 


as to what. he should. say. - So- ‘Landon charged, out of ‘oblivion to squeak that for | 
his money -he wanted no part of the coalition foreign policy outlined at. Moscow, 
Gairo, and Teheran. He, Tandon, ‘still plunked for isolationism. But this frank~ 

ness which. revealed, exactly where the Republican leaders stood, ‘crossed up the ; 


“Wise old owls: like Hoovér and Taft who quite’ shrewdly have ‘ruled that discussion ~ 
of “foreign policy is. banned until after November, T1944. . .The contention is that . 


- foreign policy :is not. ‘an election issue. Republican, potentates plan to. adopt. .. 

, the | sdme- platform ‘on foreign policy in’ 1944 as the Democrats = in the hope that 
“the -yoters: will think’ the Republicans endorse coalition. — Now Iandon spills the 

_ beans. by stubbornly insisting - Ithe prinéiples. of the Tehéran Gonference are 
signed, - but how are they going to be Applied?! oe Republican big shots, give out | 

~ that they are all for: coalition. It is'all very well to pay lip-service. to the 
idea. for campaign purposes, say. high-placed Republicans, bat, it.is not all very — 
well. to put the idea inte action: The Hoover ~ Taft = Vandenberg bloc knows ~ - 
' that ‘the best, way. for ' ‘the, Republicans. to ‘Lose. the 1944.election is to admit, that 
”. they abe’ thinking ‘in. imperialist. terms, that they really want no part.of any- 
coalition, that they. are rabidly: anti-Soviet, anti-British, anti-Chinese, eicrs 
about as tauch -use- for. the’ Good Neighbor Policy as they: have for price control 
“and rationing,. ‘subsidies, ‘and social security. They” are not foolish enough 

. to wage the coming Presidential election on: principle ~ all they want.is to Ts: 
-Win-it.e Langer and Landon talk -too much aed ne the. i aren leaders 

_ With exposursis sigs ee eae Be 


- Minton, then sonterids “Shae the Hepibiicans aid. not play enart. polttics: ae 


ome 


a ae a 
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an Usabotaging the Soldierst Vote.” tn. top of this Minton states Landon! — 
avkward vevelation Ghat the Bepublidans have no use for the coalition polley 
- ef Moscow is hardly likely to win friends, "aven though the pontifies) Hoover 
. Govered up by interprybing Lendon!s remarks to wean the exact cpposite of what. a 
the Kansan seid with such deliberation and exactness, To add still sore prisf ca 
. te their tloody heads, Longar presented tha Democrats with the opportunity of 
the century to invéstigate the 1940 Republics Convention and te serateh about | 
for connections between Taft and the Amorica Firsters, the role of the Tsolation~_ . 
ists, and how much money the du Fonte and others poured into Philadelphia." 
Minton concluded that *Itis high time for Americans to get acquainted with 
ths Republican Royal. Family. It ie sspecially important for rank-and-file 
. Republicans t6 know the mén who run the Hationel Hachine, to recognize them 
-. for whet they ere, the handful of rapacious mon atti) committed te the Manizeat 
Beatiny, te the isolationist imporialise of the Wider edge, fo.the ‘Business 


“o of Ameviea ig Business! doctrine of Coolldgs, to the Hooyer Orédd that all. 


- Sooke Security ts an avil dole, and to the Liberty League di Pont anti~Union, « — 

| Red-balting, Fasolst-minded Gictun of "let the suckers payee 

ss A-telegram xeteived by Richard Brengben, Aprit, 7, 1945, signed Yadant ° 
requasted Branston to write a ssyenteen hundrdd word Sunday magazine article on — 


«°° Moovex. trolating his foreign policy backgroind to vedant arbioles and activities. 


tadant is probably Adam Lapin of the. "Dally Worker,® New fork Clty, formerly = 
' Washington correspondent for that publication. The telegram in question emanated. 
from Hew York ity. mn a ot Ke a 


oe (> Many: prominent Comminiate in Loe Angeles hava expressed corer: avert fae! 
an orgenieatlon know, as-the Wecleration of Interdependence Organization" which — 
has opened an offices at 112 South ta Broa inLes Angeles. The organization is 


"apparently beaded by W411 Durant, author, and ia reportedly supported by ex- 


>, Preaident Herbert Hoover. They plarined « dinner for April 22, 1945, to festure ~ 
as sposkexw Theodore Ureider, author, Hatle Davie, actress, and Thovas Marin, ia 

. gather, The subject, Richard Branston, te andong those who have oriticioed the 

. Organigntion and attempted to disuredit it, he having advised Lawson about 1% | 

after which Lawson digcussed the queation with the Hollywood irltere Mobilige- =. 
tion to consider steps to combal the organisation, Lawaon etated he would = 
_ attempt to convizied Hosers, Dreiser and Mam and Mise Bette Davis thet they . 

- shovld not appear in behalf of the organisation. Tha chief argument being used — - 

' $0 digoredit thid movement ie the fact that Herbert Hoover de connected with it. 

_ the eolaration of Interdependence" contained in the invitations to the diner . 

_ to be given by thelorganigation on April, 22, 1945, stated that differences of 
> ¥aee, color, class; and creed, ave necessary in the nature of thinge and points 

owt the need Sor tolerance and understanding in adjusting thesa differences. = 

., John Howard Iawson has characterized thie statement as one in divact conflicts 
with tha Peelaration of Independence, which states thai ald mén are oreated equal. 


John Stunt, who has collaborated with subjact in the past in Literary 
ventures, wrote an article entitled, "Roctor Soovarts Noatrunsy* which wag pub . 
lished in "Wew Masses", April 10, 1945, The article is of a derogatory nature | 
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and otiticives Herbert Hoovers book, ithe problems of 2 Lanting Peace.” the - a 
article cheracturieax ie, Hoover ag a traiios of the type thab says “better Hitler. ~ 


| than Stalin.” . References is made by Stuart to a book af mewoine by fommer Senator. — 


Janta E, Watson of Indlenay aniitied, "As T Ruew Thom,* which Stuartetates = 
a6 the source of strategy to be employed by the “Hoover Crowd to defeat the = 


'_ | $an Franclace Confarcned, 


it waa vapowted on. Havel 2%, 1945, that e meeting Wet being pilarinad te . ; 


“Bw hed ab the hone of Brangten to discuss an teetitute being planned by the 


People's Rducationsl. Gentex, The persone dosinebing this mseling were Kennath: 


| Howard, Direoter of Pit, and Joka Hounrd Lewsct, Communint. Tunetlonsry in the - 
‘motion picture industry, Lb wae planned HB... Inatdtute would bo held Apria 19, ° . 


OF 20, 86 that the deciaiond wade and. the conclustony reached cowld be. publteized 


in the interests of the propossl.to have the Dumbarton Dake and Eretion Hooda... - 
question Zavorebly alted upon by the United Ratlons Conterendd at San Franciece, 


Both John Rowand Jevdaon and Kenneth Hovard, attended Shis meting. 


A sumsary of a apocch delivered by Branaten at at “Inetiiute con: © 


ae ducted ab thi Shorehan Hotely Los Angelos, California, on April 15, 1645, by 9 
the Peopleta Educational Genter ‘indenters Branston agserbed thet the Republicun - fern 


Administration in the United States in 1920 arrogantiy atood by und desided’ -~ 
be 


biy ate 
the world wae. *Auerlanta oyster" on the baste thes the ott 


and that juries was dvaupldd by dollar diplomey) “Bravaten proceaded to a - : 
discussion of whab he terwed the forces opposing the toited Nations Conference 


al San Franotseo snd axpecabed considerabls epti.olsia af Herbarh Hoover and 


Senator Vanderberg whom ha tard "Hooverts stooge," He stated that Hoover nnd. . 
_o.,, Varideberg "want to delay and amend (propodala vecorinended at the United Nations . . - 
J, | Gouference);.te lyolate the Goulet. Uatony mske former ehemicg Allies, and then eae 


_ Mae theses now friends to righ’ wrongs committed by owe present Alides, Thad 18 


.. Me, Booverte peace ~ the Third Yor]d War". Exansten ateated Herbert Hoover 


desinds apheroe of inflveusa and deolation of the USSR tn world effaira, and 


\, | “he thi end ts aided by the Hearat:- Press, Patterson and Uedormiek, Seripps~ 9. 2 | 
." Reward and Yong Ince, Yall whe Lear the sagmon wang who dread ¢ higher gienderd  * 

_. of Living, higher eultural attainnent,; srowth-of trade unloda, the specad of bie 
. demoorsay, whe hate life, health, vigost and progread.!.. He dasoribed Merbert s 


- Roover ae Wiuoricats mont able philosopher of ultre-réaction. He contended that 


“the weapons of the panctlonary groups just raférred to are Lfaisehooda, the . 
| a#pxacding of confusion, Reh halting, libel. of wer Allies. Refekring to the’ 


problems coincident to world pases ho stated MWe must believe dn the essential 
integrity of tur Alties who hava proved themselves in war," and continued by 


*" 


ae Tae stg ’ a 
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bee oie. m the baede ad States alone could 
vo, Mominate the world, He déserited thie policy as "predatioxy duperialient and 

(; Gtmtod thera are still people in this country who-advocate thie "Luce thinking, 

who are organicdng now, at this moment, for the post-war world they desira, the =. 

‘world they wee ag the American Caphury.” He shated the. Leagué of Nattiong iniied —.. 


stating that when the problems of peace are *présented by disrupters; the de~° <_ 
 , Leatists,* the imperialists, who do not want -pedce, who do not want to satrifice . - 
-.,. @ dollar for stability and security ~ these problems as presented by such - an 
spokesmen of chaos and doom arg something else again - they are the counsel of _ . 


our enemies,* ~-, ns | ae 


.. Bransten closed his speéch as follows: "Defeatism hag nothing to offer ~ 
- those who struggis for a progressive world of stability and peace, Ib is our 
fonction, the. functioning of even the handful of us here. ‘this afternoon, to 9,» 
. - ‘+ popularize the issues and decisions reached in. San Francisco. The peoplemist °°: 
- - + be mobilized. to.win the: peace, dust as they ‘had to be mobilized to win the war, -- 
. because’ in-the end the Wily Ones. must inevitably lose, ££ the people under=-. E 
_ Stand, They are subtle, they are clever, they are slippery, the Hooverg and — ae 
| - the America Firsters, but they are never successful against a resolute majority, ~~ 
| an informed and determined. majority.” © 9 0. oy NO" Big, Sis 
| 


no 


» 
: ’ a Ly 
Pan os : 3 * Z 2 aS : ’ 
é " 6 “ 
iss ir 
. an : , 
‘ ty - om 
3 a? . 1 ' a 
=i: * 
, a : 
. n a 
. “ ‘ a 
% ve . 
: % 
a on ‘ 
¥ 
o ’ rn 
7 : 
o my * * : 7 
fe 3 . ° 
i « : sd 
Hl & . 
: 
q + 2 ed 
| k : Me 
f * “ ¢ » 
+ : o - 
£ . oe 
~ ¥ r r 
ne ase N 4 x re 
e 2 = ‘ * 2 
ae s +e 5 4 « . 
y ‘ ¥ , > 
' - ran * 
. yl * eo - 
: a ‘ hg 
Ry 
‘ , rk Rios 
=! se 
. . os Soa 
é = “ - 5 
e .t 
, oe , 
- 2 » : ‘ 5 
% » x ; fase * 
«> : ° “ te 
” ‘ ro a 
. "a ~ - 
Ly = . 
. € 2 
i = ¢ * 
7 * £ e 
ws ad + . 
Ss s 4 
3, \ 
~ Dat “ 
v : $ "a ? : 
_ . 
nt y 4 
“ ~ ; < ; » ~ 
a oar, ‘ : es Fad 
oe eS a & % 
. os s ro “ 
Rone - > 4 » - 
. “ 
\ - 5 
ad 
a 
an A & — 
« ro ~ eM RA 
tf « riya 4 
. : ay : 
e oa * # eee 
+ : 


- a as = ‘a is ' ; 

: ‘<= : emt : : 

eS ee aeRO & 
—_- = ‘6 . 7 
@ . = 


.. Binanoial Resources 


| Rh Following information in sob out Sox the purpose of indicating 
the abliity of the subject to Cinsnee 4 blogtaphy of Herbert Hoover and.ade 
ditional sources from whith he may ba able t6 sectira assistencs gn this rae . 
ae. ‘~ , ree: ae: ° : 7 Pe 
. Gowrasporidehas dn fhe possession of Loulee Drangten reportedly | a 
-  dneludes a letter from the subjuct to Loulae, dated September Tl, 19h3, in which 
- | ” tins subject thonks. Loules fox hex willingnsia to help out on a book or nagdzing. | - 
.  - *‘Bipthex reunrke are contslned in tha letter concerning the mayesine ond make 
xeferangs to one Soriies (who say posaibly be Gordian Lemont), and the subq : 
deck stated Giat he needed & Little soney to atart, HX should gay shout = ~~ 
FiO 000." Tt WiLL ba recetlad that 24 hae heen shim @lsahers in this - 
méaortinkua that the rilabionship axieting between subjauch and liu former 
:. wife, Louise, hag teen @ Friendly one and thet she haz evidently oselebed 
/ hdadn financing previous vaiturss, 


‘. ss Sih & quasidonnaive led dik hie drags hoard, sibjeet stated on 
January: 23, Tobi, thal he earned 935.00. pai weal: and that hie dngoms from 
|. ds Gocupation wos 91500, witie that from other sources wos $2500. He ~ 
| Sbated thay tie value of his howe was £5000 und thut.he bud stocks and 
7 bonds. to tha -walue of $35,000 to $46,060, from whlch he received a not 
4, « Andome of ova 82500 For the pragading yerry a, 
Jib, oj) 2 2 Bia a contidential report Liwas aseurbtelned’ or Hey 23, 19h, | 
| that Brangtea had. seportediy di excess of £30,000 tn good investments and .: 


: : "Had an Sncone of $3000 to 84000 per yoar and Live Aneurance ithe szount © | ea : ors 
1 OE GL0gODO, Oe Bh ee Fm tee Oe 


- ol | Rachard Bréneten purchusad a home on Easton Rodd, Reatporb, |” 
, SGonnectigus, from Ey Ly Craenberg, The dead beara £6.60 in anncelhed- ©. : 
--: “ shempa, indiaiting the purchase pried waa‘ Q6S00, ° ideerd L. Oreenberg. 
_. . ‘hee ailviged that paystnte were sada for this home acconding bo tha 
, ° erme of the contrach, - 9 a ee ee 


pe. .. She Branétens Zornarky pasided tn 4 $20,000 hese Located on 
Eantok Ready which was vadnnt Crom the latter perb of October, 19, to 
“the apying of Wh2, when dk wag reubed to le. and Hes. doin #, Reuch of - 
. |” Hiteny Conneotiout.” Bronsten received a wonthiy clack fron the B ard — a 
«= J ov Mand ¢ Goltee Company of Sen Tronclece, ree ce ee 


oo... > Rioherd Bransten opsned. a checking dsoomté at the Oity Denk, 
“-  Panneylvania Avenue Branch, Woshington, D..6., on Novetber 3, 29. 
| Bvansten purchases a Lorge siuabyr of War Bonde and made ‘Bn appitestion 
- for War Borie on Auguit 31, 1943, whet he deposited a check Lor 28 4130.9l:. 

 & Gheok for $1500, charged avainet. the account on September 9, 1913, wis . 

-. probably in psywent fox tar Ponds appited for or August 32, 29h3, The balance 
an Frenstents account would be dncradsed to a contiderable eum and then reduced 
_ by one Linge check, The highest balones wae thot of £23,374,09 on arch 25, 19W2, 


- ae 
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= on 1 whieh dute at dapoatt of 2200 w wis aoe vie average patence. in the” 


. Becount was about 3000, bat for the wing months prededing ahober 26, 


eee 2303, 26 wos. aboat G1800, Un detaber 26, 19h3, the bilaies was $1603, ~~. |: 
Rie nai are ‘gone of the savgae magtea which were seamen aN ies account : 


+ Bate Cargo = goo) + Atos - 


* Maxeh 27 192 ee Paes . i rh : 
re ee 
ApHLL 27y. eo 


Septesber 1, 1912 6829.60 
Septesber 21, Ihe 5,000, 
September J0, 292 hy 300,00 
May 54 29h} -- -  By5 08 
¥ 25 39h3 -- act By 6 x30 
Septenher 9, 1943 Ay 800.00 / 


) Beptenber 23, a a a 
i “Some of ‘thes largest sepa were ‘nts fotonn, ae 


Oe Babe ite OS 2 - _ Begun | 
CO Rebiniaiy 28) 2902" Ghweke oa aut-otGime Yaa _, S8in82 8 o Se ae, 
Oo Maret tay gh, = Ghatkgon oiteoftomt berks 3375.00 ee 
. Bepterber ky ane Cheoke on out<ot-tows fone. aces Spd cS Oo ee 

3 Xi, 193 ” .Ghetke on outeot-tom benke = 


ee Auyunt, es i9hs3 Sate of OF Hah Gowdatone ioe cs es 


Of Auerdon, 
| Hodiyweody cals fornta 


Pee ia cae ‘oheole dated odteber 13, 19b3, teoued te awh’ woe. i declan. wy Ren eae 
ey lisiley, who wix financial seuretery of the Conminiel Party in the Distwieh 0° 
2 et ‘Columbia. A cheek gor $6.00, payable te fash, dated Oetoler 18, 1913, ise ee 
(. endorsed by Eva Lapin, a — of twa — aes ie oa. — Hs ee ane 
dhs the aed Rarkere as 


: nial ie ee and Company, fern dondestdest Avenue, i, Woy 
oe Dy Gag Tinanted a house at su Hend Bord, He ates which weoe- 
> Auchesed by ue ‘anit es, Richard Bronsten for $16,000, . Phroughous the 


oe negotiations Brensten wap hiphiy indignant and couitpenaasily derdtabed, 


‘ab any questions having to do with bis dncoma,..: the enspeny ascertained, — ne: 
..- howevery thot Dean Hitter Gospany of New York City, and Curtis Hyatt, aoe 
Lénited, 347 Hediven diventia, New bd handled ndat of the caphial, Snvéphe See 
a es Ura, Richard Branston, untig. Brown, idwaited advised pet asl dnecie - Se. 
OE ial Sranaten A for the years 193819 wad as Fouleray : eee 


2938 assovneneway § ee 

0 A esennenees pe fap) 
onkanen age Rs’ «0 
panies 673368.00 


he. eee Sungany whs duentintied with aubdantts yeninod to 
Lear thy the Branstend, with an inode on hor paré alone dn axcess of EBT,ON, . 
would wint to borrow £10,000, Tt also dusived to lniow the rpagon for the sate 
substantial increces incher dncomd, the Erinetens advised that tit was 10 onete 


Porinessll why a Loon of $510,000 wae necesuary, bub He, Beangten considered a 
home witt a cerégage as a bekher Jnvestrané, As $0 the Targe incresse tn hex 


Aneoma, tire. Beonoten advised that she.aud-her husband were couultiors’ of 
‘ourrenk produchion, "My Sister ia Sh a Petes oe ‘Sx property 
at sou Reno Road on Hovesber hy . 


The Rens -rebddarice ic wold wy the Bronson 40, Saptosdor, agi 


Branton seis. a Loutee arcivten & shat: for | C2000 rate ai WD. 
rer being the gun dhe had, advanddd Lo Nn 3 Hast." 


‘facnard tyonts eon an, the. ‘Ryfashington. Pare for sae thy 10 
wtnted that Ruth uotenney ard the subject were  goinys $3 Hollywood, Califor 
where thoy hud sold’ a story to Columbia. PiNared Sow § i whloh they Bud” 
terdtten and wile rab baned on Westen yhen Dae 


“Pransten “ind bis wife waintain panls aboounti whth the yallage Beatie 
of the Sequrity Piret Notidnel Hanky Tieatwood, Lod Angelus, Caiiiomnia, the 
Baverly tilie Branch of the dalivornia Banly dit Beverly tilie end the Sunset~ 
Glarxk Bronk of the Bank of America in Loe Angeles, She principal. acecut ta 
that maintained at the Sunast-Glark Bronch of Ute Bank of America, snd the - 
other tra accounts ara suatuined, through déposdte drown on tie Sunset-Clark 
account, The account at oo Security Pirsh Hebsonal, Yank, VAllage. Branchy - 
panged trom 0,125.93 downnitdy this auount having been’ deposited on March - 
29, Th. The accuanh ab the Gatiforaia Senky Baverdy Wiis Drench, rengod. 
iar apmortagtaly: #48000 demnmavd, 6 depontt of ByG00 having hoon wade on: 


—thaskes dn. eo samine of 5,020.90 re 83700 2. an favor ‘ef the 
Collector of Internal, teyeiue wers draw on tire Thy 29hS. the only une. 
gauslly Lorde deposit nade ta the subjectat accounts wera Jn the. agente of 

(SO? on Revel LY and B18,000- on Kavok 23, 29h5. Bath caiccaitel werd we se 
at the SunseteCLark Brenah or the. Bonk of ARCATA g 


“Phos 3 dopodite roportaddy yesieeted ROR reeobunt fon +0 wobton 
lotus Ape sold by the subjacta to Twostioth Century Fox Stwiles, xe eorbedly 
for 025,G00 each. Honey deposited - - the a peas asceee wad handed oy 
She Tat! Goldshons oh ie Los Angele 


ee 
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’ ‘phe rapidende ab LSby North Bristel Avenue WOR eas by the me 
Sranstons and was voluad at 923,506, Shere was an exicinbrance. of 548,000 ee 
. gad the paymonte were $199 « nonth. Net Goldatoney 912L Sungek Boulevard, |. 

Toy Angpelen, ord tirtis Mrom: Liuwited, Naw York, ara acgesbs Zor the subject. 
pnd his wife. i de caportad that the aubleot mitntaine a permanend home at 
 Waatport, Gamuctiout. it ig beldeved that tity yokers to the hows on Teuton : 

Rond, purchased from Ux, Greenberg, reference to whlch hag previougiy heen teide. - 


oe the ennuel Anconp ‘of the subjecti Zor ifhh haa heen ashimstod at $0,000. : 


a _ Reggrda ab the offles ‘of the county elerk in San, Pranoisco, dite — 
elon tha Abrahaa Rovenberg, tha father.of Louise Eranaiien Caiiajectts firat - 

_ wife frori whom he da now divorceti},; died in°1929, lexying pn eptele of i. 

*. $2,238,000,00, He wis strvived by nis wifes Aline ¢., and his only child, eres 


. ; ‘ Levdae, who was thé beneficlary of a (560,000 teush Zand deataining & pro 
s  . eRloes "chat | $250,000 be glven to her outright on hex trenty-fitin birthday. 


‘and the other half tuxnad over to her when she reaches the age of forty-five, ve 
. Yen athalining the age of byordty-fivea yaar, Lowles entered dnto an acresnent - 
“yith the executors and trustees ef her Latherls qetate to accapt. gharen or. 


oe “- ebook tn Rosenberg Brothers Compariyy Ince, hor dathoerty Six, IK Mey of | 


= lgsining 8 £o0 


| $250,000 dn cueh. Tals srrongensnt wes, wade boequsd the mein aseat of tha 
- @phate wip stock of the Resenberxt Gotpany, and-the silo of. ‘puffioions took ~ 
46 relae $250,600 would have venolted in someone other than « fasdly somber | 
cothold in the cosgeny, che belaned of the trast fond ts now di. 


a. teunt wit the Wells-amgo Dank ond Tost Company, San Prancisce, successor 
 ‘eushees unde the terns of the wlll. An examiriation of ihe secountings ~ 


. *lsd on behal? of the trutitees under tide trust Indiuates Louisa Branstents - | 
. dncows ron the. trugt is soproxtusbely GlO,000 per-yeor,. The county, ohevkt a | 


a ae rds miso. show thes Pella. Bxensten. He ueiverd oe fn. east ges one 2 He ey a 7 > 
a grind te Ss 25 io ONG 6 Sat a oe 


_ tavse 3 peanistonts notiier + ind ont igus 13, ahd. 
BEE, Pang (95 UE CNRS ot Htogh ny 7 See 
ere copies. of wore soxploted oa the! Herkedt teaver bocessing’ Goons 


: * uy ‘Semiaten prior t¢ his: departure fyow. Low dngeles. Have Yeon dade ayatlables 
‘ throush a strdatly confidential StIKGity ‘Sogetiew wlth gouies ef: eonrispandenne: 


as, . belating tothe tiogrophy excherged between Tiehord Tranasan sud Ceyaqur Baksh, 
"| and petrean Richa’ Grendiea, Herbert Hoover dik othe tndividuais, toples of. 


. miteried apparently being usad ae ropearch pabordal by Egiuiten, ond soplea of 


‘ weveral 3 aS cords vovonling tha. titles of publicatdens which are ‘aha. 


-» y qypaxenty boing uaad by Beaketon Zor renee: BE S86 BoB nae s 
Soe! eee int xs) five ra sil as SOLARA note ae 


. 


th b> 


+ re 3 a5 a % 7 es 
; i Beer 13 z ‘ Se Mies ee $ ~, 
‘ F : . J 
. Coa ‘ . 


% correapontenas potwedn fichard Pensban end Seysiour palate. 


oS he 4 Coxraypendango betwsen fichard Beanstan and Hazlet Hoover, | _ 
° ae Par nin Tagbott, asians be caiga Baghor ay — Eitan, : 
Ve ay dara 


tii, She tivat three eevee pnt’ chaste Pave ar the ies ae 


pearing the tentative title "elects « the Story of Herbert 
Hoover, by Druce Hinton, with: the ¢ oundabungn: of Sy ae 


sate 2 Htngolumeous rongaret: SUR Se tae : 
Re ips ‘tara index of publica vobons' uaed an Pengarahi. 
the fotlentag: As a eum. of thiz watorinis | | 


, GORREBRONEENOR meme 
© gS eae mes a cee 


ee ‘thao asienpondanca Bataan Branatel and Bales dons with: the Phomaett ra ae 
ie atu other atrongenentes Kebwoon them, the obifectives, purposes: ond content seal : 


ee . the Naud arid a. Sistassions af varlougy provlere: rekubing fe it. 


pissponsunrianmy eon, BROGRAPINE 


Lanai, alka 48 clan thet lie dawiees, 46 velie-thite out ndawee 9° !~!: “ 
| vettnent opliaboration end that he ‘basuue £u14 responsiblity Zor the ae tet a 


tn es “dabher to. Bokest ditad gana 13, ali, ‘Bransten stators - 


/ iy ddeasda ta yorkte the: book ayselt, et pout einai. i 

the book would ba presented te a publisher qhen poshible, signed ana. . 

' . Solkows: Bruce Uinkony whty the neeigboned of B& tekst.’ Towant 0 | - 

. -.. SO write this book pe witout uslishoration, with 7a, a. 

Sagas $0 you ae atovey and an anibtion, an ate ies or wae . 
an ‘preoading sulsiowLedgeant ae ies 


2 mm another portion of the a Lotter, Bedinatige pea La ee 
wa toke fell responsibility for the Ninel text, * and again, "£ ae zou ‘ 
) Ralston formaiiatdony du upproaehy dn theory. Yet % wit sai ee 
for. the LInBL Ue, won ate caghaken and ba ‘saeinaoued 9 


: Sranaten alsa atateds 


He eee g “tips ‘book Ag rey sanpiem ah istig wy dak; mid x WELL Wilte- oe 
_ Sh and tuke Sub respoinibility fox ite organisatsony willing, contentiy = * 

approach. and ontlodke«ecore Gm nob offering collaboration SLES ~ 

{ went to do the writing snd alse nint. final ese cies i regerve 

the aS te final. dacdaton: ot any: acca 


é 9 


oe ‘ 3 an oe + ted 2 . <- 
7 a & oe 8 : ee cee i 
: . n oad uy Wetak ¢ 
: : <4 ; 
sos . . is a. = 
: : 


Z tar demmine eas he iets babreen Beansben and 
eat dived une 30, Aghh; Beangten phatedy 


Urb 4a wndaratosd betyeun ug ‘thot xr habe sind ranean 
foe the contenba, egprouchy and mathed used dn the book, and that To - 
_ hal, Be pacponnible for all witing, T ahell make the. * grenaustlona: is 
for publication dn sy nawas and any other business Arrengenertd wecee | 
fhe boul shall beor the siguatare. “By Bruce Linton (on Richard: Drensten. 
es a Tag. eee) with has diseistonce of Sy: setae “ob ae Saag page. ma 


"pay Hg wg Si abonarey 


ils = 1 appears sues ‘fu comaspondonde kebucert Bronsten, sk Hike _ eat 
Bhat the writing of the biowaptiy dp being finaneed by Te oniten, Shoro - - 
is Ho Aniigotios ok: any finengisl Baelatone ees. ang suber ‘Bulleess : 


: on. suly 43, Why Bransten wrote &0 neat ss rae ae . eo 


_ * Wyeetardoy +e ‘yutted the’ sxiol "9 &ob- out tn de by 
eee a Heonaboe ~ that tity to-gell an orndetual doyle. story and gacure | 

~ piredveas, Lox approxiaately. thea nonk POR Ex thet time Roth - 
“i. "yes Piteh Ber novel, and 2 wal to pot & Peal ebark on the | 
 _ Heower byl, saad oxdee to dngure our hitting tha newie- 7 
 “businveb again, wo face do sous enbertadaing ‘and fae: cortuln-” re 
> Lo {MOPLGves cen edd Ruth and-< Leel we wan hte iy agela,y then ag shal h me s 
Tie Rey fake tine ont ‘FoF @, movie. story ~ ~ dhout a iaonith Sox each. ono, ; 


a Ss the: Fy shaw “Teuton, Prongten: sdyized. sales: khat- tet shat tins he’ oe 
had. 82,000 te spond for researc and that ha figurcd: that uhe 02,000 


 wowkd cover Boketia isa for te wontlis,, Ho abated Gheb he did uot chink 


. - Bakes could Give dn that tins and that Ke, Bronsted, would try ‘bo redae - : 


— the enuaead nocnsainy sonebios Letwecn, Hugtaby 29s ond Me de APh Bes 


- Sh Jute 30. 12h Brnabent advised fakat tia’ fie’ voukd cod ao 


o. te deeply tite aa Anvastuent on “euch B genie on sudk a bauke . 


ae. Ce ah a ett aaly after yaa “the poot ‘Facokponsd ‘ort 3,009 oe ane 
a ten working work. dhowld. bt bs necestary te strated: your work. pieh. this. - 
' saree ‘Mien the recoapense should bo atthe eae rate of G800 a wetith., 
. Haturaliy, expondas Lor poatags, aetertile, aod agosonory travel IT - 
= with softer, £ on. enclosing & ghack Zor 22, ,Otd with the understanding 
that you Sharh work. on Saptasser dy “ ant Sontlaue on ae Jet . 
rare ‘Sane 30y ALS Asn 


rendten pivlaes Bakat ‘thak hie romsing P00 woul te saa 
_ before ash ky eich sa ‘the. sais _ he 
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é 7 * 
a 4 4 = - ah. beta he 
2 “ot : ate $ 
2 CRS eo ae = 
. : ewe Cae ae . 


ae check fox $2,000. 


a . Rake congmatitated Beensten ou nisth ton xetling onathay gtory ~ 
pardon, tity on idea,y* ot Pébruiry 5, 1945. ‘This would appeay to indicate 
that the Erangheas had just prior to that date Bent an idén or hd yosstly 
tes & Bokion a COMPANY — 


~ senleputs - 


sO Xe dune 3, Ahly Seana adyiaed Bakat at within: the nib 
> ¥dar be. depixed. to get a rad start on the Hoover book. Ho stinked thet 

he and Ruth wold have to work dn the motion picture atudios from duly 10 — 

. & gaty 3L ot that after thet he expected to be Bore oF Asse. irae te 
oe. ow ‘Hoovers® He iso wttibeds | 7 


_ ¥OL aourae XT have cbtigetions £9 the pA and shot do 
som tenoldngs moreover, in order to insure aux hitting the movie: 
“> hnediess again, #@ mush do some entertaining ard sea cextein people 
' grid dn additions Y wank to hand the gu {undoubtedly iNew phoma amo 
|) dhiele aboot every twb weeks, which takes about thie deys te do... 
.  gobling materdal, and weiting, - If iinth and 2 feel wi con hit it again, 
| then we shal. have-to teke tine oud for a mavie story ~ about # month” 
_ Sox eaeh ora, Bot pi da, wath $o-do- She Lecalen pie ad: ckin ba ERED): 
Aa victor! agter. dul oak 


~ on  Peansiten avo, advised lets tt done: 13; “age “that he anal a 
ie “Adke to ptart aa ines Febranny i anit would: aie % ae the book. : 
a ee ING 

ae : PROSPECTS ron gate op Book k i 
‘aeastan hae expreudied a pelter that the. pubiioation of this pick 3 


Cn Septenbor 26; ‘thks, sakat ackimintiod the socnint of crenstents Be. 


oer nob result 4a any great profits to tassel ow Baket and that Los ean x i ee 


o. oo roy be contained sey Andividuals of ieaftast ‘tandeneios. y 
e. in a letter $e. Sayin paket dated dune 3) ‘Wildy. he wads 


ge + tou wi2L get no great ‘Paes ‘or resitlts cut: of the hook, | 
Ct” te it is sucuanatul and areates interest, 1% whl probably ea 
cw dxkovest only om the left. 2 think you wilh get along with we a 
valuable body of knowledge aud that both off ne Wild, be bébtex 
2 ES, eesecwte & tiink you wil gain knowledge with we that wiih 
“enable us ‘to tiich, thet wilh provide a base For Aiture wetting and © 
.. Sabure work of all sortw.. L think you wilh be Aibted for work in oe 
press, and thal if you, Sait wand ane not me work you with open WP, 
other eee . Bs 3 


| weve vexeovoh from Bakab..- 
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si dkaounieig the. — of hakatts compensate Dranaton states 
that he ayreEe he aoa ah moyediden Srom the Book, a, 


ea Fe tana, ay. thie ‘Honk oy any preposterous shone aint prove, & » haste c. ee 
~~ geQex Cnnich Lt woilt), om sollte the sovdes,: or what nob, then any 
a Ancoms Leow it ahah ba shored squaldy by both of us in the sae ee 
, -exbund 2% would Af we were colleboxating. Bub X agaiy oaphasiae thet. 
- 2% donth think tides -agreomont sand anything, #0 ea ag saad ote sae. 
th As ondy a. > Wee outside chances," 


- purrs 2 SBR mane ae fet 
Senet Baknt wae ‘bired by be: ton. primate ta fio. apenneh eae 


7 ae: the ton ‘Bransten haa, Gowever, aade ih clear that he expects cora Suan 
in reiting to Balt on dune 13, 29th, Prangten 


- ~~ ba rtd Reket to rend and check the manuscript with hist ond pes tdged that 


Bakstia advice, oriiieiss and suggestions would be integrated a3 well aa 


2)" hey Branston, cowld de ate Beagton BPAENE *” wank ipo ge in: formilathony 
a - ecukaaeg in thaory.? 


“Mt. letiur dated June My: ap to. Eat, eset stated 


Pee ee ‘WIE dn pospibie alsa to cob. resuarch apiietaned at a ridacoeble | 
Sate, Hot with you © eek auch mors ~ X cet help thet. a6 perma ‘ 
i. . perceptive, and oveabive, and Tocen trust your Judguent and put 6 ‘ 
_, Seeat deal more on your showers. eaveaia OF Courage t aha? Sone 

2 RU, ori cise iced — ya sie seo co be ~~ lication 
gene 1G ae be cs} ‘ae 


rf. “vow pee ctl baker ~ 7 
~ phn asuiaieg be be. poneived we Boynour Batis’: for + hs ipataten” mY: 


oe ee to’ ‘edit: ie three-fold, “Ha ds. to ranaives $3,000 covering his work from 


- | Beptenber'2, ohh, throags Nay 31, I9LS, Jn-thh evenb it dy netasuary for him 
Lo ob een. "neyond ‘wha pe he ae *. eats i mien ie the ae a 
= a ad ol a eS 


“te ‘edditdion, ie innit ie to. baie ‘tia snptues apy Brice winters. 


“>> on Mehnsd bpamsten) ‘wlth the aonlatines of Sy BakabY onthe ttle pare,” 


 Branaten is wlao to abteaps to have this eignntare Placed, on. the eover of 
: oe hook &o weld, ts. on the Suit. OVER. 


- Takat da ive to receive: one-halg of ott Leaiitens adomting free. 


s tee ba iis mopeds’ translation om lisa in sing obhetr yagi, 


Deg the eorten andénve, indioaten shel the 0, of 83 000 bas aazer 
eee bean at te Baket er bis Ges . ‘ ‘y 
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ssistinct EROW. wangnronzo 


gon jandeonniewenpe: betisert Beansten and Baiket indieates that 
"pak hae Pacedved avelutance dn obtaining books. from ‘eine Haycsntonio, 


. In wetting: to bronsten on Septenbor My 49h Rakesh abated 


_ WY was up te Yareonteitots office and nde: seoretingy told. 
te He: that wats Hod Yetiiten, Shey were wxtrwesby cordial, and coapurative ceive 
“and told me they would be glad to “— say heoke te us Se earcia oe 
- Fes the Library for ue, coe Des 


es Sha Yaxvantortle réferred to3 te probebiy: Congest Vite 2 Meaitonde 
a he Teorey 4e the Library or Congress, > 


- tn dotober a%y Aahy ast eae Branton ‘nut me eng ep to 
- Marels office" tidy : 


ate AEaLEH dolinson: ‘Cate sieia sth ii: yo ‘hae ue ele is api to Stas. ge 
-.  dhbadst, for me o1L af Hooverte books, Phase wilt come nov: sae 
: “Nandy when. we stark vorkiag’ on. ‘Hoover's. Intellestwal and poldtdcal. 
"development and aun be ape! dectaoinnls mith he cali ant 
3 ool materiale ae ae eee 
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"PURPOSE AND CONTENTS OF BIOGRAPHY 
Marxist Approach — ; . 7 et A 
. Ina letter dated — 43, told, ‘Bransten, Necrdseed ee g Sendtaees 
as Bakstts. scholarship,’ accuracy, Marxism, and judgment and in a letter dated. 
-July.7, 19h; Bakst professed respect. for Bransten's judgment and experience 
and looked to. their: cooperation tto produce a. good, if not greats tarxcist book." 
7 Beka advised, ora ina letter dated June af, tbs es ea 
; : ONE think: we should voth. 80, sone basic introductory | ie aa 
. readings A number of ‘books I would suggest are Plekhanovts a ; 
-.. tRole of. the. Individual in History,! 'Materialistic 
; Conception of: History, Lenin's ‘Imperialism,’ Browdérts ~. 
 ‘feheran,' ‘nd possibly Leontiev or Harx on tite. contenitra~ ms 
tion and centralization of capital." 


-0n Septenber. 26, 19h, Bakst mote +0 Bransten; uy dont’ thine that . 
“ROW it would serve any - ‘great purpose to discuss. theoretical questions concerning 
{the presentation, of Phe, bene aoe. we- both have. the paste Marxist ae to = 
. _ era aad She man." a its im . : 
\ Bakst: poe te Brahetén ‘on: eee 17. > 19bk,. ‘an ‘Sssue, of etn “pact it ee 
“whieh Bransten had asked fory 3 and, an article on Hoover. from "Soviet Fnseia: Today. ne 


% 


, From the correspondence. between Bransten and ‘Baksb, it appears - that Sheng 
ad ae were, considerably worried by the disagreement which. then existed within -...*- 
_ Sie. Communist Political, Association with respect to the line. which the facoeta’ ; 
Selon ‘should tvake-in economic and political cous and the: effect watch. nas ~S 
Saeed meee sgl on their books Paruy? ea 
2" Dh gi Teter. to. ‘araneess. dated, eee a ‘oh “paket: eeovewy ual sb 
“got back to tom.+.ss1 did receive your: letter concerning: the: nature of” chpitelian, 
-ete. dust. before:I came back to the fair pains Of DeGe: ? 7 Baw, ve. de orem 5a 
8nd discussed the nation with him a? ae a 
- of re a paket, wrote: more fully to prensten. Sceutae his’ ene ae with. 
ined én. August, 23 s lhe “Bb that time Rakst: stated to: ‘Bransten:. “3 Bee 
AhYfow ‘about me getting with Ve a5. jevene, wing r found: to. te gets” “Sane 2a 
a. very Swell guy. I explained the question involved. generally; and its —. 
_. basic relation to our book. . Since this problem had: not been discussed. - 
_previouslyy, he. didn't feel he could give: us an immediate: bacads HOWever, 
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pine cace *s * he: ees that = 6, subait: +9 hin, | fivst, the’ exant batiive of the 
see 2 - controversy and, second; a thesis of our intended work whichis, to 
ces ' dnclude an outline of the material to be covered and what wé intend 
60 prove, thus cnabling Hin: ta discus the matter fully and give us 
Se : his suggestions, criticisms, etc, . For obvious reasons, I. think-the . 
_ thesis shovld be written by. you and’I would appreciate having @ Copy: - 
ere. 63 of it. In, the. course ‘of. our-discugsion, I pointed’ 6nt that: we intended’ ig. ; 
nee ae “ “use Lenin's: basic definitions’ of imperialism as ‘a ‘foundation: and Showing : 
<i o- how d+ applies. to the peculiar development of capitalism in. America, -. °° 
Jerome said that if we expected to use these basic definitions, vetCa, ee ee 
that such a béok would certainly, Serva an excéllent purpose, This. =~ «| 
led me to believe that he is in general agreement with these formulations 
as to thé nature’ of capitalism and that-is the suri. and substance of the 
. Mabber ees. oseOn consideration ,, perhaps. it was.a little ‘optimistic to- 
| expect @ reply. to. such a ‘question upon’ its first: presentation. ae es 
: realizé how important this is in relation +6: our ‘books It would Pee 
= > very” sad indeed for us.both to spend some ten or more | ‘honths on a: 

“.) book :that would only havé an: ephemeral, value, | That is, although we - 
‘want our tréatise.on, imperialisn. to. be. consistent, in: the light ‘of, ‘the gee ge cae 
present situation, at the same time we cannot: forget: that certain . pean ME 
classical Marxist. theories still hold true and that should be the basis . 

' Of our approdch.. Ho — Itm not. hedging’ on Teherati, put some of the. : 
arguments, being raised on the Coast. (probably a@ reflection of some of. 
Cae . ‘the articles which appeared in the D.%.,- “particularly. by Robt. Minor) ° 
wiih + give me teause Por dismay. And now, I'd‘ like ‘to. ‘Bot my 2¢-into the ° 
(2 @iscussion, With a.few minor additions to’ your. formulations as to. the’ 
var -pabure: and: decline of aupstislten, a feel’ that you hates sorrect,™ 


cha 
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any ‘there follows. ; a sie exposition of Baketts views “on rr rer and 
tepertatisn as related to current events. “It is Believed ‘that the- eects 
De. we in- the above: “quotation Pepresente the “Daily, Worker. 


= eee _ “On ‘September 19,. Iblis Beket advised Bransten fst ‘he was going te" si sae = 
New York: on the 26th. He stated: ae Le pe ee. 


ny yw, 
¥ 


ae “MEE E He Be (Bark: Browder?) will be free- “be see ‘ne; pearl ae a at 
‘geb his opinion .on,some of the stuff that. has ‘heen’ plaguing the Coast. 7 
FE hope £ dontt:meet Jerome. since I dontt know what, if anything, FOU Ss 
“wrote hin, | Naturally, | any: discussion will be directly in relation to  - 
hat fs happening. on ‘the Goast and not pertinent to the books! "=~ 


_ he letter. Fro Bakst ae ‘Bransten, dated October, 31, ‘TOW containé ‘ao 
v eatas Long | discussion of the. current dine of the Communist, Rolitical sAgnociation, 
‘Bakst ptates; ee ; , 
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3 "Even out here, altho the idea hasri't.been formulated as a 
_. position, there is a great deal of talk about, pregressive capitalism 
and the Communist Political Association ieaders are pretty busy then. 
selves explaining the wonderful ‘things that capitelisia has dones is’ 99 - 
‘doing,’ and will continue to doin ;the future, .Of course, this is all. a 
_ swell but I think ‘they. ars abandoning Marxism for the sake of justifying 
' &.position, rather than having the position. follow the Marxist approach”. /.°- 
toa. historical situation... These guys, ‘ike Minor and Foster (not so 
_ much Foster), are attempting to. encumber. dialectics With a new theory; : 
- namely, the rise and decline and then again the rise of a system Rhich  - ; | 
*. is decadent.. Frankly, I think that. this position, by ‘the very nature a 
-,,, Of events ‘taking place-on “the international scene, Will bé smashed. ..i¢ 
of course, I don’t mean to imply here that. Teheran «Us Impossible, but = © 
- Z am certainly agdinst, the. approach being taken with regard to the 
.. achievement of Teheran, It is neither Varxist nor intelligent. to 
any person who has studied:world economy from a Harxist viewpoint. «ess 
it seems to me that the correct approach would be that Teheran can - 
|.’ Work, not because capitalismis progressive, but because in its ° 
-- * ~ moribund steges, it must find e ‘sqlution to problems that, face ite. ee 
We ‘support this solution that capitalism is seeking since. it also | 
benefits the working classes and progréssive gorces ‘of the’ world. — 


oy ar hy She cae, rene Oe oa A af og airs aust ore re ; a 
. Section TI ‘of the material furnished by: the ‘Los. Angeles Office contains ~ 
‘|, & Copy of a letter from V..d¥ Jerome to Bransten dated November 29, 19k, which 
Can best be discussed at this point.. In the letter Jerome stated to Bransten: -- 
| Iwas so: impressed with your letter and your analysis of your book <3 32 
in, progress that I. took the liberty of. showing it. to Comrade Browder, ” 
. ,” He liked your projected treatment of: ‘the Hoover. theme,’ and requested . - 
oS" Me to convey.to-you his opirion that you-are ton the right track... | 
“" I. know it will. make you happy’tb hear this valued-confirmation. of | | 
your ¢entral thesis. J hope’ you will proceed with the work." 0 037°. 


~ 


Ta & letter dated December ‘Igy I9hk’, Bekst stated to’ Branstens, - ae 


We had a/class tonight.in which Al Lanon @iscussed ‘imperialism... 0° 
. < 88-2 progressive. force in world. affairs ahd imperialism will continue 
.., ‘to be ‘that’ in. the postrar.peri od." This is ‘Not in itself thé whole. 
“3 i" story; But everything else that goes with it was thrown in for good | 
_ measure, ivé., the abolition of class struggle, etc.; and his formulation . 
., on the peaceful: trarisition-to socialism is without a doubt the complete’. . 

_ adaptation of the meliorism of the Second Internationale y Lock; stack, and : 
“barrel. a, ee eS Ghee age ay Nae 2 ee 
___. "Among other .profundities, Ke deosn't care #f capitalism as it) ”* 

»: exists today twould ldst for another 960 million years.* You have given 
- |, Me an insight. to some of. the rubbish they are peddling on. the Goast for “et 
“Marxism, and as Al said, ‘for a further adaptation of Marxism and Leninismst 


¢ 
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+ (ity, where does: Hoover stands (i) Latin America, ‘through the 
. . of the 20ts.and the Good’ Neighbor. policy to the present war. (S)*,” Seanee) Leet 
_ Relations .with Europe for this period. (6) _Américats'colonial polteies =<.) 
Why. and whéerefore,.” (7) The expert, of capital, what i+ is; how it works, °° 


“Aw 


=| Herbert Hooyer is to link Herbert Hoover with American imperialism and ‘to show :; 
os > that he.was. connected with‘ the most reactionary forces:of imperialism and that :.. 
-.“ the decline of Herbert..Hoover coincided with ‘the decline. of American ‘dimperialisn, -: 
| Obviously, if the Communist Political Association ‘were to. “take the line that me 
' <,. ‘1 imperialism and capitalism are after all progressive, the effect. upon, the theory =. 
.° +. Of the biography would be disdstrous, ae ee ee Oe Pete aha fa SS 


“\  -purposey that ‘he. wants, what he foresees. ...the ‘guts. of the book! . 
_ Willconsist of. 8 detailed.understanding of. american capitalist 20. 
* development, of the formation and methods and reasons for ‘Amérigan. “<2 
, |. : imperialist, development, its.specific characteristics, etcresees 7 > 
-. “The Hain: topies we will “have to whderstand aré ‘something like this: 0). °. 
| <° “€1)- How, and. why did: American imperiali aa ees 
“. .capitalism.: (2) .What did this. do to the domestic ‘economy. from: 1870.-..-- alr ee 
EO the presenf:time, (3). Americats-relations’ in the Far East; the Boxer: . 
’ Rebellion, the Ogen Door Policy, ‘the Great War,, subsequent developments, . * ee, 
_ the war with Japan, relations with the Soviet Union and China, why doés °. ... 
_ Willkie take the line he. does in One World, why is there: opposition to °: 


ie € 


. Assoclation.:: I don't know whether to be. insulted or flattered 


one This disturbs me a great deal and I would therefore ‘be interested . =~ 
| to know if, in your letter. to Jerome, “you raised.some of these. 
Questions and whether you: received a reply. : = 


v3 Of "Et appears from the correspondenes. betweerfBransten -and Baket that 
the biography ‘of Herbert: Hoover i's to deal. with the development and course of _ ~ 
.. sapitalism and imperialism in the United States -dnd wth the-life of Herbert -~ | 
“Hoover, viewed against the background of hig times. <2. 0 us pote 


But the stuff I heard tonight is almost ‘unbelievable. coming fron’ 


responsible leader and theoretician of the Communist Political 


after Al's -harangue of ‘Marxism in the present world situationt i nee 
“when he‘ told me that my approach was acaddemiC. evel am certain =~ - 
that Al has not.concocted this position himself, but-is no doubt °-. 

carrying tack the official attitude of the National Committee, fae 


"5 es WiLL. appear hereinafter, the plan Of the Bransten biography on 


Py 


rs . 


0), )  IO-POLD -CHARACWRR OF -BtogrAPHY 2, 


ott = detter to Bakst dated June’ 13, 19hl,"Rranstenstateds 0/0 So 
«Whe book is'a tyo-fola. ones. .the"excuse 48 the Life of Noover “20, 


of "hy he: does things his way, why he thinks his: way, what is his’? : 


ee . bub the! book is’ the life and, times -of Herbert. Hoover, and an analysis -~..: ae ; 


sm. develop: out, of mercantile: ». 


a 


exploitation | 


why and ‘wherefore, and. an examination of the. problems of the export of 


3 capital ‘in light ofthe Teheran position. (8)., How and why did America | is ee 


eee et - 
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‘get involved’ in’ the First World War, in this World War. (9) A close. 
acrutiny of Hoover's ‘role. in the Far East, in China, in the mining 
business, in world war relief, in thé first intervention and the — 

- killing off the revolutionary movements in middle Europes (10) _ 

. Hoover's role as Secretary of Gommerce, his philosophy, his .. 9°. 

, perspectives, why he fought with Bellon, ‘what capitalist interests 

' he. represented and why. (11) Hooyer as Fresidenit, the why and | i 

“Wherefore of his actions. (12) ‘Hoover as leader of the Tiberty 
League. (13) Hoover as leader of the rid attempt. at ‘intervention 
(Finnish war). (1h). Hoover as appeaser,, present philosophy, why ; 
‘and ‘wherefore,, what. are its roots, whom does he speak for, what reasons, 
etc. Also.we must point ont the clear differences between the develop= — 

ment of American imperialism and British, French, German, Russian, © 


Italian dnd Japanese imperialism. We must understand this thoroughly. <<. . | 


_. Moreover, we must understand the specific quality: and personality of 
: “American imperialism. “| CE” Bie Sd Tage a at er” 


ae 
Tm 


further States: | rc 


“are absolutely accurate, Research must be checked as well as the °° 
material checked back’ after it is put into manuscript. Further, 
... We must be. careful:not to misrepresent, not to take things out of ': -- 
" * context, not. to rig the miterial, ‘That you. understand’ as well as 
- I.do,. Also, we must be sympathetic to Hoover, give him every break; 


_ MGare must. be taken.that all quotations, figures, and so forth, Coe 


‘So that: he is destroyed not by: us but by-himself, that his Jéxpose Bae _ Nie 


‘energes from the material, and with the best will in‘the world on |, i 
our part, he" becomes what he dst me ey ee hae 
we = Tn a detter ‘to Bransten dated June 21, 19h, Bake: suggests ‘that. Ap 
they get themselves two perspectives. of work atthe outset; the first being 
to become intimately familiar with the subjective life of Hoover, knowing 


- his. every move and action for the entire period covered; and the second being -* >. 


y 


~. to'study' the rise of. American. capitalism, its influence. upon the other - 
_ ‘imperialist nations, its search for markets and. colonies 3 etc. Bakst” .. _ 
- stated: "Once we have sufficient information about Hoover and the-development: . 


: of both American and foreign imperialism, I dontt:-think it will be too difficult 


_ to place “Hoover din his ‘proper historical setting. ie 


ye 


“” Bakst eso suggested with reference to-the method of dealing with - 


. Hoover, "In principle, I think there is one thing we. should try to avoids That 


“ is, to. quote Hoover against himself in order to ! expose? the reactionary role’ 


played by him. Railier, it should be approached from the point of view that . —-. 


. Hoover retrogresses at the same.rate with decadent imperialism, inasmuch ~  .- 
“.’ as he is an individual. reflecting and acting according to.the ideology covering 
' a given section off his class.’ He can then be destroyed, not. by us, but ‘by . 
himself." With reference to the point of view ‘that Hoover retrogresses at the 


With respect-to the methods of dealing with Herbert Hoover, Bransten * "| 


7 sa suggestions. 


same rate with decadent ‘siperialicn, ‘this again eins, the Guadee of the. 
trepidation with which Bransten and Bakst view the theory held.in some ‘quarters 
‘4n the Commmist Political Association to the effect that ba sees and 
: se plate may after all; ‘be progressive, ; nae, 


ot oO aoe ‘postscript: to. the letter of June Te. 1944s. nat referred mice : 
: Bakst takes the following significant statements 4. 


“Ss We oe Se The T was ready to sand ore this letters “Hoéwer watt eseea. ee 
“ee speech +o ‘thé Convention. ‘ Since I now feel a close kinship ‘to hin, 
I had more than an dcademie interest in the views expressed by this, 
-  , great statesman. . On the pasis of the Jine he laid. dow. in his addregs, i 
I think it “is move than imperative that: we ‘politically castrate him and 

' “the section of American fascism for which he speaks, His anti-soviet 

. ' slenderss his program for the establishment. of reaotionary governments | 
_: in Europes his approach ‘to. solving the” national questions via rugged . 

. Andividualiem and open shoppism. his plan for the;utter destruction of. 
“_')Seherdans his -thrae- apherds for the miintenanée ‘of peace; his inter~ 
” -‘nethonelism (apparently via telephone or special delivery air wail) in: 

'.."the period of peace and reconstruction; eto., lay, bare the ‘perspectives 

of ‘the Hooverite eLique. Needless to sayy ft Bours BO" ‘on. “0, ons cal at. 
~ occurs, to me that | you. Aon! % need to be’ convinced”. 


On Besbenner 26, Yona; ins, Letter. 6 eamtibas Saket acateys: 0. é. 


“Leber he had received from Bransten which he stated gave him # greater bes ase 


7 parapestive of the materiel they Lagehhen oovered in- the book. He. stateds 


eee "rt really poils ited1t re ‘bor > Understanding. the. forces that 
a gave rise to, imperialism; the spedific: action taken by the various - .--- 
. , imperialist. gountriess | the entrance:of the Us S. as an imperialist - 
“, tations also the effect of Amperielisn - on “Hoover's the’effect on Hoover's 
<> aotioris and: thinking caused by his relationship with the innumerable _. 
: types of peoples. and. governments thet hé dealt with during his career. 
‘ Bisa, to examine Hoover's’ private life and social life to see his reactions ; 
when he could relax and be off his guard. Then, we see Hoover emerging 
‘agen International figure ~~ 9 leader who is-faced with war, sovial 
: « veyolution and the heterogeneous. ‘struggles that face sapitelisn in the. .- 
“epoolh of the general crisis of ‘capitalism, We then examine his philosophy 


and his guiding. ideologies. - For Hoover no longer only. reflects the effects ‘ - 


of the tings upm him, but tekes the hegemony. among * imperialists in 
' trying to: mold events; which finally culminates’ ‘with: the position taken ~ 
oe ‘by Hoover and his. section of finance and. capitel." - 


It is apparent, thet ‘the portions of the book whioh: haa baen finished 


were submitted by .Bransten to Bakst for his’ criticism, ‘4nasmach as Balst wrote’ 
& long Tetter to. Branaten dated bial eet enbodying his See ; 


‘The proposed. title of-.the book, "Defeat = — he ne of Hesbert® 
_ Hoover," was rather hadi criticized by gi otal, Bakst in the following 
Languages 
tees eThere is ‘one thing that I think should be. éonatdared 
and men is the title and part of the foreword. If Defeat is the 
story of HH, then one ofthe main purposes of the book is negatede. 
The fact is that HH received a setback.when. the American people ~ 
rejected his ideologies and policies, Yet, the battle is not won | 
and the menace of Hooverism and that section of finance capitalism 
still exists and is. very strongly entrenched in American life. | 
. One: of the’ purposes of this book, therefore, is to show its origin 
_* aad. its development and ite logical conclusion if imposed upon | 
. American life. -» Fascism. The battle has not been decisively won ° 
’ witil we can extirpate Hooverism by realizing the perspectives 
_-of Teheran and only until then can we acknowledge. the defeat of | 
' Hooverism. ‘Gertainly E.B. in exposing the role. of the Hooverite 
section of the. Republican, Party in planning for the 1944 election. 
- by preparing for it since 1940 pointed gut adequately that Hooverisn _ . 
and the influence that HH exerts is alive and virile and still has . 


to be combated. - ‘In fact, you did an excellent job. in pointing that ee 


- out. on page iv of the foreword, second sentence. Ne csoel am going _ 

.. to send along a name which you may- +hink very Ccomy. ” HH wrote as 
‘book called 'The Challenge. to Liberty.' I wonder if we would give . 
‘our book a Pons AT: approseh by titling tt his the, acer to. 

sePneeye! 


‘The. Anitials E. Be. may refer 0 Earl Biowders es 


“Bakst: algo oriticized the: ‘statements made. in’ the foreword, of ‘the 
biography. beginning on. page ii ‘to the effect that only at the apex of his: 
‘life after he attained the rank. of President, ° did Herbert Hoover taste the 
Wormwood of defeat. He also criticized the statements made on page iv ‘of 
the foreword, qn tis ‘regard. Bakst stated: ~ 


: ‘iWhile what you ‘say’ is true about HH taatias defeat it - ig ‘not true a 


that:he lost. You give the answer very ‘well, by stating that HH doesn!t 
, consider this as a‘ defeat but simply a refusal on the part of the 
. American people to allow Hoover to carry thru the policies that he 
wanted to develop and, ag you further. say; the fact that he self- 
justifies his attempts certainly proves that ‘he doesn't consider -_ 
himself defeated, but rather rebuked. Also, as you point out, which 


“would be in contradiction to number 1,.2 and 3, the battle still rages Sane 


.and our book certainly is not. going to. prove that:Hoover and Hooverism ~ 
:is defeated, but rather.(among other things), thé necessity to create 
the conditions that. will lead to this defeat. On further thought, . 

the title is a misnomer in the. a ae because taking HH's life 


a 


a : 


as a weahes certainly. this orphaned, poor youth’ has gone along way . , 
along the road to success. ‘The title and a small section of the oie ms 
foreword is correct if we speak of Defeat, the life of HH, only as the 

attempt of HH to thrart progress, but. this is not the chief perspective a 

of Hoover. He not ‘only wants to thwart progress in the sense of main~. 

taining rugged individualism, etc., but as a-positive program of: 2“ 
shackling America with Fascisn and bringing to the world the ‘American .- | 


era!’ of predatory American imperialism. in. sald he. has yet to Be. 
defeated." Pale sae 2 : 


With reference + the ‘use of the ‘ase dutstion, ‘in the third 


‘Mine of the second paragraph on page iv of the foreword,. Bakst states, © 
. "Defeatism is the negative sense of the positive term fascism. I think 
: me ndght continue to apeocdate Hoover wth his Positdve. vole of fascism. zm 
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‘  GONNECTION OF HERBERT HOOVER WITH AMERICAN IMPERTALTSM 


According to statements of Bransten in a letter to Bakst on June 
30, 1944, the book will attempt to show Herbert Hoover's development in re- 
Jation to the development of American imperialism and. in particular to the 
development of the most reactionary aspects of Anérican imperialism. 


! 
1 


"I want to answer such questions as why American imperialism de- 
veloped.the way it did, why it developed at the time it did, what 

| Were and are its salient and distihctive features, its specifié 
characteristics, its likenesses and differences to other imperiale 
isms, its general course." . ts eee OW 38 7 


Branaten also stated in the same letter, — 


"Hoover should be treated nqt hostilely, but sympathetically, with 
" understanding, given every break. He should not be quoted to 
‘expose’ him; but an attempt made to understand his thinking and 
reasons: for his outlook. The book is not an expose nor is it a 
muckraking job. It is a biography, an attempt: to comprehend the 
development and retrograspion of a social system." | , 


+ The difficulty in. connecting Herbert Hoovér ‘with the specific de-. 
velopment of American imperialism was pointed out-in a letter from Bakst to’ 


Bransten, dated September 10, 1944, in which he said,. ~. 5 
"Altho it should be comparatively easy to connect Hoover with the 

general development of imperialism throughout the world, since 

~ he had close connections with Belgian, German, Dutch, English, 
American, etc., industrialists and bankers, one of the big diffi- ~ 
—guities will be to connect his early development with the specific 
development of American imperialism, . This, of course, becomes.in= -.- 
creasingly evident when he went to-Bewick Moreing and Coe, and » * - 
worked in close proximity with British capital, ds well as foreign 
“governments. With the outbreak of thé war Hoover becomes more. | 
closely associated with American imperialism thru his administra~ 
tive positions and that period from 1914 on will be meat for use a oe 
At this writing, however, I cannot clearly see how we are going to le Ga 
link him up specifically with the developing ‘of American imperiale: “=. 
ism of 1898 through 1914. I am saying this only on the basis that. .° 
I am ignorant of the specific details of American capitalist de- 

‘ velopment. However, I am sure there must,be. a link which we will 

. probably find. in studying imperialism that connects Hoover to 

American imperialism prior to 1914. I say this only on the basis 

‘that the conscious bourgeoisie of America in 1914 would not accept 
Hoover as the knight in the shining amor unless they were pretty 
certain that he would go to bat for their interests, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that he was more closely connected with the British | 
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and foreign finance capital. This is something we will have to find . 
out, since none of the guys who’IT have read mentioned it in any 
Specific. detail. . Let me have sme of your ideas," | a ae 
~” Bakst advised. Bransten, on September 11;.1944, that he 
uncovered some sources which would give them an insight into Hoover with re~ 


- gard.to labor, his ability as a mine manager, and his "financial manipulations". ~ 


Bakst suggested that Branstén obtain a copy of H. J. Curle's "Goldmines of the 
'. World", Bakst stated, io 2 oan ee 
. "This book gives an explanation of the maneuvers used in the mining 


“of the fast deals that Hoover and Go. pulled off." 


business and could possibly ‘be helpful to. is in understanding some. °° * | 


- Seymour Bakst's ideas as to the subjective development of Herbert a 
.Hoover are set out’ in detail in a letter to Bransten dated September 26, 1944; | 


in which he states, 


’ “As far as Hoover's early life, from the time he was ‘born thru his 
graduation from Stanford; we find that he quickly ‘appreciates the 
value of monéy and practically makes a fettish out of the acquisi~ 
tion of it. We can readily sympathize with this due to the hard~» 

. ships he encountered-as a youth. But his early training portrayed 

’ one important thing to him, That ‘is, money can be acquired by other 
means than one's labor. This becomes more apparent whén we see 
this 14 year old boy alrgady investing money in land speculation 


a 


with his uncle-in the Oregon Land Company. 


-"We then see a new development taking place in Hoover when he becomes 
@ mine manager for Janin and there he must not enly take. into account .. 
the yield of the mines hé is working with, but also wages paid -to 

| laborers become a very important factor for the profitable operation ~ 

_ of these mines, By this discovery, Hoover must necessarily in order 
that he might become’ a success,. keep wages at a minimum level in - | 
order to increase the productivity of any of his undertakings. This. 
is a vital discovery to HH-since, in omer ‘to prove to his employer 

_ that he was competent.in doing the job, he would necessarily. have to 
exact the utmost work for the least wages. This discovery automati~ 


cally divorces. him from any class relationship he might have normally 3 


had as a wage worker for dJanin since it was part of his duties to | 
further the profits of the mine and ‘thereby increase his ow status. 
"His past. relationships in America became even more justified to him 
when he went to Bewick, Moreing & Co. Here -he not only saw the : 
necessity to prove himself a good manager of mines, but he saw the - 
opportunity of becoming a-partner in this firm. Therefore, it be~ 
Came necessary for him to carry out policies that had already ex~ 

_  isted in this organization, Here we find HH directly tied up ‘with : 

- & powerful financial group that not only had influence in the areas ° 


me, 
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: andér: operation, but were very closely Linked. with the- imperialist 


“agerandizement of the British ‘state and ruling class... This: becomes or 
_ ‘evident with the Chang affair when we find Moreing going to Lord *~ 
' Salisbury concerning thé mines, ~. . ~~ cee “igh -% 


"Hoover learned from this period the indispensibility of having large 


 £inancial, organizations-in close proximity with State policy. (Per 


haps.this is the first clue to understanding why Hoover ‘was’ so anxious. 
to gain public office). Here Hoover also learns that business can | 


_ achieve assistance by force of arms if necessary, that is, the | 


occupations of the mines by the British, and thus ke brings him 


' self that much Closer to imperialism as a méans to achieving, at 


that. time, his immediate aims of great wealth. We can see wealth 
to Hoover not only as a source of economic power, but-also as a pre+ 


' requisite to social dignity. For although we don't want to take a 


Freudian approach, certain characteristics in his youthful desires 


for'a high social’ status had already shown themselves at school. We 


Can seé in all his political maneuvers at: school that he always con — 


sidered himself a leader and one who could give guidance behind the | 


scenes, “(In fact-in later. years when he Became Secretary of. Commerce. — 


both sides of his. biographers speak of him as’ Sécy. of ‘Gommerce, and... ~ = 


assistant to the secretary of everything else). Thus his plan for 
the. reorganization of finance at Stanford, with HH-as Treasurer, 


tNow, to get back to him-in his specific development. We find him as. : - 


é 


-& manipulator of companies. at. which time hé was ready to: make profits 


not: only from the. exploitation of colonial and semi-colonial areas, | 


, but from thé speculating section of British wealth, I don't want to - 


‘go-into the general pattern of all ‘the .manipulations-~you know them ~ - 


~~-but I feel convinced, and I am looking at Hoover and-not.in retro- ~~ . a 
: spect.of today but at his actions subjectively at that given period, 


that Hoover was willing to go to any lengths to acquire wealth, even. - 


thru exporting Coolie labor to South Africa,. In ‘this respect, I have: Se: 


the names of the ships which exported these coolies and will see if. 


these ships: were registered in. the’ name of Hoover's firi, Of course,’ 


I dontt know as yet Hoover's exact position on this coolie labor, 


but certainly he must, take the responsibility if his firm was in on 


the deal, 


. Now to the néxt: period of Comm. for the Relief of Belgium. At this | 


' point, I am not clear whether HH wanted to get out. of his business 


or, if he saw a chance to make greater wealth from this new enter= — 


_ sane thing when he becomes Food Administrator, where Barnes, gets mono — ; , 


prise by acquiring publi¢ office. Because no sooner does hé get - ie 
into control of the CRB than he starts: bringing in all his old cronies 


of his past deals, such as Franqui, Iammes, etc.. On the one hand, he 
might have called them'in ‘since they constituted men with whom he had - , 
' already associated and trusted their opinions. But on the other hand, 


these boys took an active financial part:in CRB. Later, we see the | 


poly control of thé wheat, and we find Bakst in.control of sugar, and 


a host of his other justaeae’ associations in 1 key positions. This ..— 
period is not eitirely clear to meas far as Hi’s actions are ae 
concerned and I will hold in absyance my previous proposition shat 
Hoover saw the advantages of having State Policy linked with commer- 
‘gial enterprise. That's why. 5: gamnot entirely agree with your posi~ 
ee ‘that. Hoover saw his. chance “simply to get into. Public life... 


eee Aacording és paket; ‘an a lebier’ waiph he-uroté to Bransben. dated 
“October aa, As HOOKS at one. point’ in his varly lifé stated, _ . - 


Npioeread of the zurbion. is s the. sum of. the progress. of be individuals. 
ane / +, .Aetions and ideas whith lead to _ BY Og ress are born out of the womb 
+ ae . of the individuel mind, nét cut of tha mind, of the orowd., | ‘fhe .crowd 
-° * only feels3;..it has vo mind of its own vhich can plan. The crowd ig: 
eee eredulous,. aed destroyed, at corisunes , it hithes ead. it dreams. _ Bat z 
nad never builds," DE gel o e a AeA ET - 
Bo ‘Bake stated thag they showla fin 1d ‘owt ae. ana vind Hoover. ma read. 
_ %e influence him.to adopt such.a philosophy axd‘how he put into practices such 
. .: thinking, and whether thia: type oF bane was a Prodeunnwes one in the. era 
fe rae when. HPN ST: said eee he ; 


. ine : ? on 


In a letter to’ ‘Branston; dated Uarch 9; > jo4s, Baka ‘abated 


te ny agree, that ‘the Watowia: developnent of. any apooh ater observare ee 
'. tion shouldbe taken up vhed it is reflected in HH's actions or : 
- through his writings, thereby viewing his development in line with 
. the effect that these social. changes have upon him, In this way 
Ne én avoid the mistakes tht many of the Larzist writers mike - 
-. aid that is vhen. they. show an historic develdpaet such as Imper- 
'. dalism, the impression is. Left that everything ' ‘becomes *imperial-. 
'. Estiet overnig abe se. se However even though - HE drags in the teil. 
of the most advanced imperialist thinkers in the early. part of his . 
life, we can follow thru his development to ideologically show 
-~. ‘the area: strides he makes as -&- spokesman and: theoretician for a 
eer tein section of his ¢lass and thus taking political hegemony ; 
and représenting: the nos ‘reactionary: seobion: ‘O.. Sinansg oapitel.- ~ 
cgi oy me BA ; ay : stl ae a 


We a a ueeece to ‘Richard Brevigtents projected abhenasace bt pane San 
ee ad rte eee Conference, Bakat advised him on iarch‘10, 1945 thet he felt this - 
- was & golden opportmity. He suggested that Eransten might. even think in . 

terms of including in the i aface to the biography the relationship of the.” 
decisions thet. would undoubtedly be made at the Conference, $8 "the menaes oP 
that section of isriengiad ea:2ital Hoover representa.” 


.  , With rennet 40 ‘the. tyentiant ‘which should. be given he the period 
of Hoover's attendance at. Leland Stanford University, Baket had the soe 
AUERSeEAIMS to make to, Brangten in eee modes ae 5; Fy mee 2 


; “nT ‘think for our “purposes: if we show Hoover as a politically’ naive 
. Student with a good mind, who began to suck in the philosophies °) - 
' expounded by the: faculty-and becoming profoundly influericed by it,” , 

we might have the ¢rux of Hoover's thinking in the first years. 

In fact, as a further verification of this, you will find in the 

Alumnus where one of- Hoover's contemporaries on the campus says 

that after Jordan's lectures on the evolution of life, Hoover, for A 


the first time decided to take a A conrEe. in philosophy. Ree, e Pte 


- ‘Another influencing factor on Hoovers, thinking might be iat: this 
youth who had been raised in want and to somé- ‘degree in poverty, . 
‘must, have. been profoundly impressed. with the type of living that . 


7 : . he saw the Stanfords enjoy: and.it might have become an obsession ; 
. with him to achieve this station in life that, ‘would: give him.- 
“. wealth, iuxury, Signity. and grandéur., 


One: other définite influencing factor which affected. Hoover's. 


- formative years ‘was the fact. that in discussing the laws govern- Sah. a 


2 “ang the capitalism system not only did Jordan and: otters ‘(with 
ae the possible exception of Ross and some other minor professors) © 
~~" start from the premise thatthe laws. governing the system were 


... immutable and without fallacy, but. that anyone who: suggested a 


change was: ‘automatically in violation of the best interests of!’ 
Society. “And even in discussing Owents ‘New Lanark, the: professor - 
_ discussed it: simply as an: ‘experiment, which was: only of academic ~ 


aff. 


_« interest. and not, as’ an: experiment. for the use of society as.a whole. - ” ; te ees 
“. . Phis kind of thinking. that dominated the campus was the foundation ~~ 


upon which Hoover built his’ subsequent. social and economic theories. . 
Of course, there were many other yeactionary’ concepts thet. were. 


oe -@isseminated and dovetailed with these above, such. as the. erron- 


“eous idea that the trained student's aim in life was to make the |. 
. ‘blueprints for the structure. into which: society would-f£it and this 

. terrible egoism that was inculéated that. only: these trained stu- | ~ 
. ‘dents could give the ‘leadership and would be responsible for the’ 
sewelement of the Booted economic: and. pote organizations. 


; "These. are ‘some: of : the things that Hoover inherited: with nis diploma 
and which: in later years he began to accept as a fact when he be~ 

’ came the potentate in’ the colonial ard sémi-colonial areas.of the - 
world and began to:think of himself as‘ the. master organizer (‘the 
Chief!) who could have nothing else but contempt for the plans of ° 


“the uneducated, uncultured masses. This might seem very. sharp and 


.even may be. difficult for. you to inelude. in the Stanford-period . 
Since we would be jumping ahead of ourselves in the story, but if 
. you think it would be good to emphasize some of the philosophies 
' being put forward on the campus and already show how it: began to 

influence HH, this might serve as "the einen point of, the poli- 
tical content of one book.* 


‘ 
: " a , 4 oy 


| _ Sees ESC a oF een 
he a Bakst sreesute: in a letter. te Seanstany dated: Detober: To. Wid, ; 
ae ° that. three: outs$anding’ Rexploits™ itt the early ‘career of ‘Hoover would be . — 
A 7, sate cient $0 gover ‘the typi cal: feast poarians te of wie early: business. ites 


nthess ‘Shree “to be. ‘stressed; ih my opinion, should. be the Chang 
= ease; the Golden. ‘Horse Shoe. and: the Zinc Corpa In addition to: 
_ Et we can, in-passing, show Hoovér's role in the Sons of" Gwalia-.” 
“ Wine. Ef. thesé are covered properly, T think they ‘can ‘give a- ee ee 
te complete insight and generally cover the methods ‘of ‘HEIs. business z a i eee 
x adgtivities: Pron 1897 through ASIA. < couse Py pace ooee Prot had ¥ Caine 
know about ‘Biny: ae formed these: general. songlusions." Doge: Ye 


yee 4 ee “i- rit he ‘could $eit a ‘good iiine from’s a bad one: aud “bhai 
(St oto. gan be demonstrated from his’ na pas of, tthe Pare rae 
ey chase of “the. Sons of; ‘Gralia Mines fy he eacior i ae oa 


oat 8 Suey: std he, ‘cashed in oa his fina of the. Song arid. dneben": ee 
ake te Te after, concentrated: mainly on financial. nanipylations. a ap Pon ee 


re meee ae BY: These: rianipulations. entailed theese ‘types. That is my a am i 
eS ie eee Propositig these ere: rene es: cabal ‘be used. Bo 


a the rs ‘Case, of’ course, was: the major “deal ‘of: Hoover’ tg: career 
\ « " \and must “be stressed fromthe: point: of view of Hoover's ee 
Ll $0 Wealth and power.” En, the’ Golden. Horse Shoe, Hodver ‘knowing the: 
~, “value ‘of ‘this. mins,’ tried through Pirandial and. mining manipula= "> 
_. .$iens,\to undermitte the value of i+ so that his firm covld. seize . 
~ ". “gontrol,.-On-the Burma.mines, we See HH and Co, working on strict” 
\, harket tani pulations., ‘of bulling and: bearing, so. that ‘they could not * 
only gain profits from the great yield of these mines, but-alsote. °°". 2". 
.. gain complete control by. manipulating the: market, for their advan= te “ oe eS cae ie, 
- $age.-' These,” briefly,. were the tactics: employed by HH ef al, 9. | sh 2 
.. -thruout his business’ Career eee: -Snother one you, might ‘think: about;:. ’ 
crs. because ‘here “44 seemed 4o me. ‘that. HH was ‘making..an honest’ attempt... 
fe bO win’ great wealth. and: prestige’ “for himself by- innovating. NE . ae 
-_ 3 ‘method, of” mining, is the Deep Reads Mine Co, where, as you poe ; 
> he tried to get: ‘underneath ‘the underground, wivers to find gold. . < - 
on ce [Mosh of: the anti-Hoover biographers say he did thisprimirily for’ _ 
eg.) steel. manipilations,. but I am convinced from the whole history of 
ae - that: business: that here’ is was way, tryhte ag" ‘ao a 0b. on oe 
mining: Tadagkey" Ra 3 ae + x - 


ees ne, ‘yen respect to totins neouke ween he intended to 495 Bakst advised » 
Pe "Branston on. em Pep enee 26, 14h that he thought. he would . 


Check: on Roover's early 4 duties: in Aubtralia, a ~ 
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ge” Verity ties stoewder antiaaty nod the contiengt for 
hucan life that liggett said he had, by checking the. - cee 
: warkous: Statesents he. mage concerning Shinese deborers. : i: aT" 


| Be “eb. the facts oin the Cninese ‘ogtneering and y thtng. 
Ws "Company and the ‘trial. 


"Se Sheek shettion Herbert oover: deat in slave. labors. / 
- : co Follor Shrough one or Hoover's ranipulations.. - ee 


Be! Teterutne ‘why Hoover: took the. ¥GER. dob* and, whet were. 
oe eee faslings toward the Belgisns: and Frenche , pals 


es Te Totersine Hoover ts speige on | the ‘war as: to aati 
- he was: prowallied. 


mS bs Septesber il,’ I9AZ5 Baicat aavitiond fensctan Ligh ‘the ‘chaiteke 
_, hese and tris date of the casa Branston mentioned was .Chang<Yen-“ao and the 
Chinese Engineering and Mining Company of Tientein versus Charles. Algernon 


_ | Moreing, Bewick Roreing ‘se Compahy and the Chinese Enginséring and: Bining oo hee 
_ Gonpany, Lid. of ‘London, The trial date, ‘ateording to Bakat, was January’ 48, gg 


_ ° 3905,’ the presiding Justice way Joyce’ and the easg was hedvd in the Chancery - 
'. .Biwdeion of the High Gourt of ache oh Fondon, oe citi was — in the a 
a a ‘court of cies semuary can : 


*. Ei. tonnes oxowarnae SOREN paans meas angues ee ee 
- Eittle needa to. ‘ee. said, atiout the. stented in this. section. 


eu “tn goneda ondeiies exchanged with Herbert Hhover, feansten admitted as : ; ; 
aa cin. Mais Vy 1945 that ke fea meaber of the — cmenaairas pemciees ne 
ae and aucune attends its meetings. ale ae “a 


oe "Othe Jett to Eransten from Ve ‘Se Fepeise. has wedieals ean titin : = : 3 
oi tioned, and Uf nl balioved 2 a. further: coments are —— ats sara th ite | re 


- aa. coum poapion oF miocsapay 
whe title bine;, Penduneds and Gheptesa Py. 7 ‘Ex. ‘end ¥ of S ‘Spon = 


fe a draft ~ the Dicgraphy af Herbert Hoover are’ avallable, topether with x0 meh oe ’ . ‘ 
ee —— of sesh VEE: + eee Be, ‘Sone Pe Which are espana. Gone 
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“phe Soneania paints Hoover: : as one who, from nis ; carly toon had 
“faith in the. ‘ploneer’ formula’ of self-reliance. ° : ae : 


- . Yet Herbert Hoover was also’ convinced that. he could expect no: 
. “magie results from hard work alone...» a poor young mari withous 
- high-placed connections dared not accept. any job that came along 
~ din the romantic expectation that the breaks ‘would follow. | Inde= 
-* pendence rested on financial security; young Herbert Hoover re~. 
solyed that his energies must ‘yield dividends beyond “the low es-— 
timate that‘a man is worth only his hire. In turn these dividends 
‘must. be. shrewdly ‘swelled to guarantee his. escape’ beyond alt danger 
of imprisonment within the ranks of. “the penn man." : 


ee Hoover's years ‘in the phite. House are: picturad as years ‘of: defeat 


. shen the horim ns. of his youth closed in upon. him as the nation grew older 
" Land its economy was racked with rigidity dnd decay... fBub. ‘Herbert Hoover re< = é 


: ie with ‘the exception of the fact. that they begin to set the stage 


used to acknowledge change. He sought passionately to preserve the way of. 
- Life that had brought him dignitys. -he held fast to the truths.of an era he 
: nes outlived and he engrily rejected . the suspicion ‘that even” ‘erat, can alter." 


In the, forenora Bransten states: that his: purpose in the Mography, 


a has been to trace the ‘Paskeeond and development. of public figure’ 
- * - Who became ‘the spokesman of a significant yinorliy: intent on. resist- -_ 
\.,* ding progress and ‘therefore o? thwarting history.- fhe years in which . . 

. “Herbert Hoover played his considerable role were the fulcrum years. _ : 
-. > of imperialism, and witnessed the decisive struggle between progress — 
-< Snd retrogréssion, between democracy and fascism. |, Herbert. Hoover 
" knowingly chose fascism becausé he desperately feared, the ee 
tions of democracy. His thinking expressed: the Sespair of a small - 
‘put. powerful. group, who. io the. future. “and found it hateful." a 


the ‘first three ‘chapters of thie pook. “contain nothing of particular 


for the character conceived for Hoover by -the. author, ‘He is pictured as a ‘boy 
‘who had a very unhappy childhood and youth as ‘an orphan of Bare Mimited means on tx 
He is, conceived. as somber. Tee eee and mOrRE es : 


ont of his’ poor. and oxphanea ohtidhdoa, there arose a ming 
, determination: to. achieve -wealth, ed oe dignltys eee 


ee ‘On Page: Four’ ‘of the first Ghaptex there is’ an ve bpestons tent oe 
associate Hoover with chattel slavery. At. that point is related the in-. 
cident of a neighbor boy who was hanged by Robert E. Lee as 4 follower of 

_ John Brown. ‘Hoover is associated implicitly with the Quakers, who recoiled” 3 
from such violente and condemned the Civil Yar that. followed, - Bransten indicates 

. that although Iowa furnished many men for that conflict, the Quakers. subsided ; 
into @ pacifist that oe ae war nesteh e aha tyet steteRy : 


“89 


rs 
? ‘ 


a in eaetes It, ‘s aubver as associated vith, ap eyelet of the | 
“Gregon Land Company vhich are: pissed in en. unfavorable Aight. : 


Stanford University is pictured in the third chapter as an 1 institute 
‘ devoted to the pragmatic as opposed to the. purely cultural, ‘ 


_RasEanon UAEREAL 


: “ghis section pre > among. “other tndawes® a cnctibiten dint which ap= 

parently sets out the views of one Bartley Grum. on Hoover. Crum apparently 

fecls that Hoover is the most dangerous man in the United States. This memo~ 

. vandun states that Hoover felt, after Tunich, thet Chanberlain was exactly e - 
“right in his. anpeasenent policy and thet Cermuny must be the doninant power in? 
Europe and Japan the. leading power in Asife. According to ‘this menorandum, : 

. Sr. aprarently, at one tine, asked whether. Germany” and Japen should feed off 

“Russ ented %6 which Hoover. responded,, a? Ghats the hell do you, care about ‘Enssing™ 


_» This ‘material aise gontains several excernts | fron. the "adtington 
Poury~Go-Round, published by Horace Liveright, Incorporated, an aad pase in 
. “19st, and other aaa relating- Be. Herbert Hoovers ; 


We. rupEx oF gUBLaar Tors ‘USED iy fasion 


ae , This section of ‘the imiteri al consists. of ‘copies of 3x5 cards ; 
_ apyerently listing publications which have been used by Brausten in his Fesea = 
. Zor the book on Hoover. Among these publications: ars the following : , 7 
— a ae “Iuperielisn and World Reonoay™ ese A aa 
Mee La _ 4 ee: acs fikolei Bokbarin,, Enternational Publishers, ig 
; ; Tew York, 1920- 


“the Gnilight of Empire” i 
~ ~ by. seott Hearing,, ‘The. vanguard vress, Yew w York, 
e : assa- ; 


ae -‘taxin Litvinof” : ey 
. oo. by sah Uphen Opes Lis. Bischer, ee Yorke +h 


‘Claude’ 


RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


we 


"United Nations Conference on: international Organigation: 
aw Richard. Bransten arrived in San Francisco, Gali fornia, from Los. 
. Angeles on April,24, 1945, to represent New Masses at the United Nations. 
Conference on Intemational Organization. While in San Francisco, he re- s 
‘sided at the home of his mother, Hrs, Charles (Edith) Branster; 2275 Broadway. — 


During his stay in, San Francisco, Bransten was.in contact wth ee By 
Cockburn, ‘representative of the London, England, Daily Worker; Marjorie |. 
de Armand, West Coast editor of New Massés;.Fréderick Vanderbilt Field of the. 

Daily Worker; Grace Grannich, feature writer for the People's-World; Dimitriv 
Manuilsky, Russian-Ukraine delegate to the United Nations Gonferences John ©. = 
Pittman, managing editor of the People's ¥erld and a Negro: William Schneider=. 

man, California State President of the. Communist Political Asso¢iation; Dr. 

Max Yergan, a Negro prominent in the Communist movement on the West Coast H 

and others. Ruth McKenney is reported to have. stated that her husband got — 


- , along very, well. at the Conference with, Hanuilsky. ~*~ 


|, On the evening of June 3, ‘1945, Mr. and irs. Bransten attended a. 
‘ reception at the home of Charles Katz in honor..of thé Soviet delegates to. «=. ~ 


the San Francisco Conference who were then in Log Angeles. 
' Bransten's Views on San Francisco Conference’. ake 
. aes : - . toy = : aes * ze 


os ‘Shortly after retuming to Los Angeles fromthe San Francisco Con 


i ference, Bransten. entered. into a discussion concerning the progress of the.. 


oe . Gonference and ‘stated that in his opinion the Conference was, in the final sx 
' . analysis, a success, admitting there had been certain failures such as the . i 


action of the United States delegation. in drifting away from the foreign 


oat policy of former. President Roosevelt and also the attitude ofthe United — 
. . - States on the Argentine question. He stated that-one of the most siginifi~ — 


tant successes of ‘the Conference consisted in the fact that the "prestige 4f . . 
. ‘the Soviet Union was never higher." ‘He also: stated that in his opinion the 


> United States would "pay through the nose fox’ its abititude on the Argentine 


question because of the. fact that it had placed itself in a weaker bargaining 

_.position. Bransten also reférred to the forthcoming British ‘elections which he:. 

_ Stated were the key to the entire situation, in his opinion, for if the elec- | 

' tions should by any chance go similar to the elections in France, the United oe 
States would be isolated in its reactionary position and terrific pressure ; 


« 


~~ “. -eguld be brought upon it from all sides. = | s. 


Be, an One ‘Kenneth Honard, ‘a member of the Gommunist Political Association, 
made arrangements for Bransten to. spéak before functions sponsored: by the 
' People's Educational Center at, Los Angeles.on dime 1 and dune 10, 1945. Ad- 


: “ 4 
ra ye ; Vat ae ” 
‘ Rs * . 
8 a a 


2 % 
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Be, 


; vertising material dasaet by. the people's. Bduestional Center stated tink 2 ah te 
_-‘« June 1, and again on June 10, Brice Minton would deliver & report on the San 7 
.),. -Franéisco.Conferente... As will be more fully set forth later-hevein, Brarister. 


‘an delivering the speech made certain statements which John Howard Lawson con=/..~ 2° 
: ‘gidered quite "leftist? and which prompted Lawson, to yepemend Bransten. and e see 
_ threaten hin with: expiilsion from the Party. bate” Yes ee: se ee 


‘Bradeten Was scheduled $0 Speat: on. the. ote of cine - 1925, os ; “bg . 
San Pedro, Califomia, before Local: 13 of the International Longshoremen and” 
Warehousemen's Union. An article in the dime 15, 1945, edition of the Dis- oO id 


‘patcher, official, newspaper of the local, ‘indicates: that the: speéch Cerone 


Yélated to the. San. Francisco Conference. and that -what: the: Speaker had to say _ 


was "very alarming in that it indicated the United States was departing from’ ie | 
the policies of Roosevelt, turning “away from the progressive road; and pro=: ¢ . ta 


3 moting discord*instead of harmony. with the Soviet Union. - ‘According to this. _ 
.. article Bransten stated, "Phere has. been -a great deal. of ‘Red: baiting of the - 


Soviet-Union and Red ‘baiting is. just as dangerous in the international fron 


a8. ibis in a tradé union.™. He also stated, "If he. present anti-Soviet, trend 


: delegation ‘return: to the: pager policies laid. down: ab Raltae.. 


is not checked, we will ‘be fighting the Soviet: Union in‘ten years." The articlé < 
states that. ab. athe. conclusion of his ‘speath, the’ amion-gent. a. telegram to Presi~... -. 
dent, Truman and :the San Francisco” Gonfe¥ence,. urging. that. ‘the United Bieter << 


a Bransten. svoke-ort dime! 8, 1945, aba caotine te eeloe ‘funds for 


New Masses. “He. devoted his entire "time: to the United Nations Conference and 
, adopted. a@ decidedly pro-lussian stand, ° He was -wery: critical of the position. . 


Ne 2 tional: Seater on dune 10, 1945, were perfected during Hay by Kenneth Howard... - 


ve ston was. deseribed as. e sore for the purpose. of anes "Problems of. aa Pee ; £ 


oan “of the American Helegation and bitterly: condemned’ the: ‘present trend.in. American: 
cee ‘foreign policy which he stated was away’ from the ‘policies of: Rodsevélt and-~ 

). \ -Bhe Yalta Agreenients, He also spoke. bliterly of Sénator ‘Wendenberg, and. former 
-,. President Herbert.'Hoover, accusing: them of using’ disruptive % tactics and being: aes 
the leaders: of ‘the oiique: whieh engaged in "goviet baiting.®. io ae 


“irs. ‘Bransten, also spoke on this occasions. ridiculing Screw of © 
‘State Stettinius. and the American. delegation ‘to the. Conference. | Only once, in. 


- her speech-did she. appear to be entirely ‘serious, that being when she referred - ne 
. to April 36, ‘1945, as one ‘of. the most tragic dates in. her 1ife, the date’ that ee 
' the United: Nations delegates! over~rode the protests of Soviet” Commissar. of. *- ee 
" Foreign Affairs Molotav and voted ‘to invite a delegation from the. Argentine: ")) 


‘Republic to the Conference. She stated it was. ee to her se see ne anti~ as : 
Soviet feeling expressed. in this. manners oN, 


- Arrangements ‘fox the speech by: Beanaten betore- the People’s Edubse = - 


Arrangements. were also made for John Howard Lawson to. participate. ~: The octa~- 7 


oF ‘ as ' Pg 05% rs a ee . 
a re 2 . se . oo SAE 
3: . ee . 2 eo oa és Py eae Eee Bh, 
2 ' a ann vas . Ge a an. 2 < * 
‘ _ A ay : 29.3 Bass 
i ; : fe 7 EEE Es Dero, $e easy Fae at 
‘ : at Sloe 432 go a, gee + 7 
‘ eg Takats * . ee . bs : e 
- ae fi a se: sat ed rae * . Fe . * 
ee ° 8 Hh » 
ri cece seas oO Be 


te - ay ve fh 


: difficulty that arose oyer the Néew Masses meeting | ‘of Junie; g, previously re- 
° aa, fais which received publicity. in the: Log Angeles, Examiner, * 
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Peace and Next Stepe. Towards testi. Security," The. ae was 6 be held. at- 

. the Westwood Community. Clubhouse, 10975 Wilshire: Boulevard on June 10.’ Sub- 
~ ‘jectts topic for discussion was "Has the San ‘Francisco Conference Achieved - 
| | Its Nain Objectives?" Bransten stated that twe™ went to-the San Francisco. 


Conference with great hope and were not. only disappointed ‘but witnessed the 
violation of the Yalta promises and saw the hope of mankind shattered and 


Poh our nation taken down the path. toward the shadow of war and-the horror of 
~ new concentration camps. Bransten dramatically Stated, “Legs than two weeks 
' after the San Francisco. Conference had opened, “my wife "left the city. She 


said that she eotild not bear. to Look upon the faces of the murderers of our 


 two-young sons." .He stated that we, as a nation, face the test of whether 
we shall become the inheritors of German “reaction, whether we shall ‘become. - 

» the scourge of. mankind, whether our children shall, fight and kill and be 
aiid ; in omer: ‘to ens ATe: their brothers, ‘throughout. the world. 


On’ Sane 12, 1945; ‘Branéten Was Scheduled to make a pore on. the: i 


wate San: ‘Francisco® ‘Conference ab the Hollywood Women's Council. and arrangements 


were made ‘by Sadie Ornitz; 4 member of the-CPA. Brahsten refused to fulfil 


"o> Shis appearance wuless the organization secured a stenotypist to make an: 


accurate transcription of his remarks, which request-was based upon the = - 


In this ‘connection, it $s noted tha’ the- Los. Angeles. Examiner on. 


anes e Fane: 10, “T9453 ‘contained aw articke concerning the. New Basses meeting of 


dune. &, It described the meeting as a lauriching of a new United States. drive. 


..:. by "Reds" in which Hollywood was to be the "citadel." -The article sestribed ~ 
“< ‘, She meeting as ‘having outlined the policy: of ¥Comaunist ‘infiltration and Red 
_ ‘yevolutionary militancy under way “in the Sestern Hemisphere. * The article © 
; ‘stated that the speakers at the- meeting had advocated, infiltration of the 


ranks of servicemen by the "thousands: of pretty. young girls in our Commmish ~. 


© "Youth Movement." Subsequent ‘press articles: indicate. that “the publicity. given - - 
this meeting was noticed on the floor of Corigréss ‘and that the House Committee: 


on Subversive Activities shortly thereafter announced that it intended te 


1 Launch a-probe-in Hollywood. As a result of the publicity, Mr. and Urs. 
'' “Bransten conferred with John Howard Lawson and, Charlies Katz: regarding the . 
- possibility of suing the Los Angeles. Examiner for Libel... It was decided that. 
‘an affidavit denying the remarks would be prepared by edch of the speakers and 
- a similar affidavit signed by all identifiable persons present would also be 
; “prepared, tthe purpose being.to force a retraction on the part. of the newspaper. 
° The People's World, in an editorial on June 16,°1945,. referred to the "New 


Masses frame-up-as an old technique for an anti-Soviet’ @rive." The editorial 
‘stated that the ‘completely fabricated story resulted in action being taken 
. by Congressmen Rankin of aeipetesipys on behalf, of the Un-American . ama 
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‘Bransten's. Attitude : im Discussion of Communist ‘party ae 
i ine Prom ted Article of Jac ues Buelos ’ ae 


oe ‘Gonsiderable apptehension existed on, ‘the eae of the eae officials” 
of the CPA at Los Angeles and on the part of William Schneiderman;. State Presi- 
- dent of the GPA,. ag’ to statements subject might make at a New Masses rally on 


dime 8, 1945, in-view of certain statements which he had made at the People's 


Educational Center meeting, on June.1, 1945. ‘It-was felt that he might utilize 
the meeting as an occasion to discuss OPA policy in relation to the. Jacques 
Duclos article condeming the leadership’ of’ the American, Communist Party. _ 

: Bransten is know to have considered it impérative that New Masses raise. funds - 
.' Immediately inasmuch as he believed it would: be difficult for this. ‘type of - 

3 eae ‘to! secure. contributions in ‘the Amnediate future. 


“praiebens and his wife. ‘prepared a etter te ‘New Mastes magaziné, 
: sétbing forth their views on the Duclos article. « They stated that. “We have - 
|. “the ‘responsibility to take léadership, to clean. out the opportmist. thinking. 


 ! and to arrive at a firm Marxist-Leninist position. “They. also stated, "The 


weaknesses. of the American. Commmist Party, magnified in the work dr ‘Lack of - oo 


.',, Work of the CPA; must Be cured and. of. al]. weaknesses, three-stand out in ny ‘minds. 


(1) failure to ‘@nderstand and follow the. faicist-Leninist. scientific approach — 
to our times and to our obligations; (2) failure to practice real. democracy. 
within the Communist organizations; (3) failure to. value people and to elise. 


- people most effectively, and within this. I include the former way we had of © 


. hitting our own péople over the héad and maintaining authority by bullying: dnit” Sees 
: not by being willing to analyze and reach goncinet ong on “the. basis: of ‘tact, and. ice 
: not on ‘the basis: of prejudice. 2 ee en ae x 


“ . is. reported that during’ has aaendtt at ‘the Peoples: ‘Baucational. a 
. Center ‘on Jutie 1, subject made reference to such ‘things as the "Vanguard Party 


-of ‘the Working Glass" and made. other remarks which prompted John Howard Lawson °°. 


and others to feel that Bransten. was’ gebbing clos. to. exposing. a possible. 


os split developing within the OPA. which, in their opinion, was not a subject. - 


_for public discussion at. that time.. Ned Sparks,- Los Angeles: County. President - 7 


of the CPA, and Hax Silver, Secretary-Tréasurar. of the Los Angeles County CPA, ~~ 


- discussed subject's cofiduct with-William Schneiderman; State President of the’. © 
CPA in Califomia.. He instructed Elizabeth Leach Glenn,. organizer. for’ the 

-- @ultural groups of the CPA in Los: Sngeles County, to make certain, in coopera-—:. 

. tion with John Howard Lawson, that Bransten did not discuss CPA policy at. the . 
New Masses meeting on June 8, 19453 John Howard Lawson later assured Elizabeth - 

_ Glenn that he had held a long talk with Bransten on June 6 and felt sure that” 

'. Bransten would abide by their desires: Lawson described his session with — a 

Braristen as quite violent and’ stated that after the discussion,” he had re- — ni 

_ ceived @ very bitter letter from Bransten concerning their differences. Lawson 

_ agreed with Kenneth Howard that Bransten spoke entirely from the gis of view. - 
of a person who aboppted the: ponte of Duclos. 
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“Dovette Pichon of New Masses cautioned subject as to the 3 netme of. 
his speech on June 8, 1945.. At. that time she brought. up the. question . Of. . - 


* whether Bransten had been-to ‘any district. meetings at Los: Angeles, to. which - - 


. he replied that he had no interest in being at district meetings: there.and 


~~ 


7 “gorerie Ay. Louis Marlio. © 


» hdd not, been asked to attend. He stated thatthe only thing he had had from 


the district was a statement. that Duclos was a dirty Frenchman ; and a “foreigner, -. 


” He stated that Lawson had threatened to expel him from ‘the Party. in advance 
1 for mast. he might ed at the meeting meee ‘evening. = ee oe 


“A 


| - tna letter Bransten pee $0- Job. ‘Howard. ‘Lawson, after their 


c pestlae. on June 6, 1945, Bransten denied that he had in any way discussed. 
» +s Duclost article ab the People's Educational, Center’ on June 1, except to tae. 
. one statement. relative to the’ “Party of ‘the. Working Class." He stated, What 
. Ido resent very much. about. your remarks. i8-the threat: "which Ljtake as a. | 


threat and as‘a serious intent: to carry this out——that ‘there ‘would be no! 


'* (place for Ruth and mé in any new Communist organization or in the present 
ee nical organization as constituted Lf rt continue. te state: facts." 


-: 


“On June. 9, 1948, Branéten, had. ce ai scameton with & ain Andividual whose 


en ° mame: is’ believed to. be Ted. Jouridahl. “This individual yesides at 114th and. & Pag Eo? 
“>. Riverside Drive. in New York ity. ° Jouridahl stated-that the entire question” 8! 

- :“-gadsed by Duclos broke: the day he left Ghicago’so that he ‘had’ not had an oppor fy 

. hunity to discuss the question. thoroughly, but wnderstood © that Earl Browder = 

.., Was'in descent... Bransten‘then stated, "Yes-«now we inherit--maybe.": Bransten 

{2 suggested to: douridahl, that: should he’ ‘encounter Lawson, Lt would please: ims). U5 + 
.. “Bransten, if Jouridahl, would knock Lawson dom and step on his teeth, “Bransten “_ 
- Stated with referenca to, Lawgon, tHe is the rabbi: out here, you ‘have to be 
*. 4, Careful because. there are ‘a Lot of- rabbinical : guys out ace = Would a Be 


” Ag edeviouay robe’, Sica: while ab Tos ‘bee ook: part 


- at in 1 acti vities to. raise ‘funds. for. the meeeeene: Hew} Masses. . 


eee, ane dune. i. 19455, Tsidor schneider, Literary Editor: of New esos,” 
“ davies Sransten. that. he ‘intended to call’ upon, him and his wife to make- ean ‘ 
> study of a group of ‘books. on the “structure of American. government, . neluding . . 


the following: "Big Democracy” by Paul, A. Appleby; "The Report on the Re- 
organization of Congress" by an American Political Science Association Com=— 


40 Appleby's) 3. WAre Men ae ae eal Alonzo. Meyers. "Can Democracy | Re- 
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JY have: you. continue fa. support Earl Browder. ®. ES on se ; 
New. Masses ee # ne Ee Stine a een oh ~ ‘ i. =. 7 Bs . wee 


"mittee; “Can Representative Government Do the Job?" by Thomas K..Finletter; = Beye 
“upecentralized: for Liberty" by. Thomas, Hewes: (abich takes a position opposed ” i ee 


' ‘Finances 


. 7.) Brom Subject. and his wife: fora % 
~ "taken from. published ‘material. ent 


"In March, 1945,: Twentieth Gent 


ury Fox Studios’ purchased ‘two.'stories *! 


otal. of $25,000... The stories purchased were 


itLed 


~ Oe 


"My, Sister Bileen™ which Ruth HeKenney >” 


cae e had previously written and .deal. with, a high School girl and her romances, >" ae 


|), George Wilner, 2 ménber of the’ CPA. affiltated with Nat Goldstone; oo 


a ~ Ine P ‘business agents, has been representing the’ Bra 
“s, . Contracts and selling stories to the motion picture! 


--, & Gonfidential source, Wilner closed a deal for Bran 


.-;, Paramount Studios just prior to their departure. 


oS "Haven, Connecticut. It yas subse 


A, tered inte a contract with Paramount Studios whereby they: were to be paid 7 
c+ . 1,750 for an option om their combined services. for L6d 0} Ps an ame 

. : |-3ith the provision ‘that the. Studio would be entitled to purchase: the first. 1 
ata price. of $15,750. “For any subsequent « .~.- 


= ‘© .. story Bransten and hia wife wrote ' eae ae 
29 year, Paramount must pay $17,500. for then, ee 


|. Stories ‘they wrote during the first: 


ustens. in negotiating — 


industry. "According to" 0.2 


sten and his wife with. -..° 


from Los Angeles. for News 9... | 


quently learned that the Branstens had ena". ~~ ae 


| Gf they desire the same. At the end of the ‘year, Pa 


ie -. option’ or not as it pleases, Tf 


she seyear they mst-pay $18,000 £ 


the option is not rn 


(12) £ransfer to New Haven, Connecticut a as 


_ Tn May, 1945, the Branst 


F a:period of. one year, 9 °5.°°. 


ranount may take up the ~~: 
enewed, Paranomt is to ~~ 


| Pay the Branatens $2,000 and: for any stories they purchase during ‘the Second 9° 
or the first. and $20,000’ for ‘each subsequent story. 20. 


we 


is aaa ens decided to retain to-Westport, Comecticut: - ae, : 
os , Shey Lett Log Angeles for that city on. June 15; 1945, traveling -by automobile’... 50/6 


‘. "and intending to reach Westport, Connecticus, .on July 2, 1945... In ‘this ¢onnec= eS ua 


_ +! ‘thon they found it necéssary ta-make arrangements. to have. their OPA: membership...“ one 
<.\? s," bransferred and Bransten told a confidential, source of information that. it would 0. 


. BS. necessary for him to-.get in ‘touch with Emil Freed, and sventually Dorothy: / (os 5 0 > 


“Kahn, in order that an appropriate ‘record of the transfer:could be 2 


In connection with their move 


Oe csees ade =i : : to New: Haven, : Ruth WeWenriey Bransten : sea 
-. purchased a residence at 48-Canal Street, ¥estport, Comecticut,. from Ava Bs < : 


effected, (0. Fs 
Soe: aS be 


-. ,.,Booth, the wife of Henry Booth, for $26,500... The deed was registeréd in the 6 


-* office ofthe Tom Cleric, Westport, Connectic 


ub, St 11309 aon, done 15, 1945. 


. 


~ The -Pesidencé. previously owed by the Bransteris on Easton. Road, Best ae - 


- ‘port, Connecticut, was ‘sold by them on April 18, “19LAs ‘bo ‘Lester and Shirley = 


>. “Krieger of Brooklyn, New York, for $16,500. bee 


‘On July 21; 1945, it wa 


| Activities at New Haven, Connecticut - 


aan antermnates eeaaener ane neatene rt ee np a ee innate A 


s learned that Bran 


> , 


We 


sten, did not intend to go 


Pes te the: GPA National Convention at New York City. -He requested Seymour. Bakst. 


Cie 


(te take careful notes on the convention as he desired to know everything ‘that 
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- * tranapived. ‘puiesaueit: -infometion. indteates that Srenwbed aia achially 
_ , attend the convention on & "New Masses" press tard.and as an observer. 
- From Connecticut. -on duly. 27 he indicated: ‘that: he. would i not a any 


; other session. of the convention after that day. : 


Brazisten attended a closed meeting of the Professional. Club of ao ‘ 


the GPA at the home of Albért Harris at. Woods Court, Norwalk, ‘Goritiestlont, 


on July 13, 1945. - - Andrew Onda, -State President of the. Communist: Political 


- Association, and a number of ‘Local. members were present. - The ‘discussion 


centered ‘on the: Duclos letter and the amended resolution of: the. National - 


Committee of the Communist Political. Association. . Bransten spoke briefly - 
and began by stating ‘that he.felt intensely” pitter about: the "present situa. = 


_ > tion" in the ‘Party. He stated, "Never have I been. so frightened about the - : 
s >) American Communist. Party as I ari now.” He openly denounced all- memberg of © 
“thé National Comnittée:-and-deplored the, existing attitude toward the role of 


-womeri in the organization. : He: particularly denounced: Vi Je Jerome and Robert 


ats Minor. - “Although he-favored Foster over- Browder,” he. did not wholly approve -.- 


of Foster.- He stated ‘that-he had himself asked so many: questions of: the Nchest 
beaters't in the ninth floor of -the: Communist Political Association. headquarters _ 


-- that he had. nearly’ been’ expelled from the ‘Communist: Political Association: Ha. . 


Stated that the Leninists ‘had become too soft and bourgeoisie and that his —° 


‘.. Worry over Party affairs had cased him to suffer from stomach ulcers, His =~: 

- remarks were not. readily accepted by. Andrew Onda and Albért Harris and Harris 

_ indicated that Bransten should not take a-defeatist. attitudé. .Bransten and. 

: +, those present unanimously. accepted: the ‘resolution. of: the. National’ Comittee: ” 
of dune 2, 1945, : a3 amended, At‘the«conclusion of the méeting,~there was<con- | 


say siderable “aiseussion: concerning Bransten!s stand and his. remarks. and although . 


“Ne pues 


Pane 


oe :a@-nunber agreéd with, him, all considered ‘him too emotional’ as a- result of his, — x ie 
ad ears ‘which’ ‘he! stated: was an ‘arrested case of: ‘tuberculosis. es es F 


“One ‘Robert Patterson ‘éttered tg ‘hake | ‘Bransted, to. another eae. * 


ag of the Professional Group held: on August.20,:1945, in Norwalk, a. 
ae and .Bransten’ declined Stating that he ied Bagn. feapetennd | to. anotliby BrouR. 
ok me Communi st, Party. ye : 


ate s 4 BR Seas ay 
‘* mma an Be * mee fu 
ate i : . : ¥ 


aie Praisbea: attended ‘ae ‘Gonnerhicat: State: ‘Convention a the pee 


ie peutic Association.on. July. 22,1945, ab Bridgeport, Connecticut, . asia guest. mo 
J Bransten’ was: considered among those classed. asthe opposing faction to the |. 

aa . state and national ‘Leadership of the Communist Political Association. and did © 
not make @ bass sabigfactory’ Ampredsion, at “the eonvention. ee ae . 


v Pearl fusso ‘was. heard +6: state “that, the ‘as State ‘Seatwtaiy: of the | 


vo ee Couminist. Political ‘Association had addressed the ‘convertion. and her remarks. 
wo WERE acceptéd as very good by the rank ‘and, file and the officers and. particu | 
nee capes ae Andrew. ae the State ‘President. ‘Branston, RORSYER, did mo Hike: 


ac? 
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‘the speech, and intimated that‘ as oe as her apetich’ saanewied Leddership,, : 
_ she should have named names, not necessarily giving she 1 names of oo leaders 
"but giving the nangs of. national, leaders. a ee are 


 Bransten: was ‘in attendinee ‘ab. the’ State Coimunist . Party ‘Gonventiod ° ~ Ss, 


. held at Bridgeport, Connecticut, on ‘August 12; 1945. At this. Session, Bransten - 


- under the name of Bruce Minton: was nominated: for ‘a position on the State Com . 
mittee of the Connecticut Commnist Party. Bransten recéived twenty-five votes 


- and. was not elected to the State: Committee. It. was’ algo ‘stated that he was nab. os 


nee for this porL ton, because he had Just arrived “in - the - ‘btute. 


2a: “Following the State: Gonveatior: of the Goimaniet “Party on “magna 2, 
1945) Rudolf Gillespie stated that he had been told by Onda that Bransten - 
had been: assigned ‘to. the Norwalk Workers: Group of the Commynist Party. and’ that _ 

_./ Onda had further stated. that Bransten would be able to assist in strengthening © 
», the. ional ot of. that. group which. is Sompese ey oF E Rees ree 


ee ak Status in Communist Party and with New Masses 
| Barly in’ January, 19455, Louise Bransten indicated that she madetatood es 


ua - Richard Brenton. confanpla ted leaving. the Sommunist moveinsn in the néar fonuree - 


ae 


“After Branbtan's return. to Conneétient, ib was at one tine eeperted 


a that he had severed his connections: with. "New Masses" and ‘had dropped out of 


". the Communist Party. Ruth Onda, wife of Andrew Onda, asserted that Bruce Min- 


~ " ton, had dropped out of the Party and had also resigned, from "New Masses." ” Mrs, = . 


; _ Onda stated that the- subject, whom she called by. his alias’ of Bruce: ‘Minton, 


* ou had. stated that -he did not. Like, the national” setup ard Would Like: to, sée ra Sho 7 
': Williamson ‘end Gené Dennis out of. the | Party. ° - He algo stated that he did. ape 


think Willian De Foster was any. "great shakes." Pearl. Russo, 4. Coniiimist ”’ 
- fanebionary in Comnécticut, had not. heard of Minton's resignation and sent. ob | 


if his transfer card, « There was. considerable information available tending. to 


ox and the Communist. Partys 


* ¢orroborate the’ information: relative: to Bransten's. resignation from: sie Wsssea" : 


the Srenstens Spe ay ‘bo nee Poceived a “Jette® ee ‘ichara trades Bey 


Gans ale ‘mother, Mrs..Charles Branstén of 2275 Broadway, San: ‘Francisco, California, > © 


dated August 11, 1945, in which Mrs. Charles Bransten made the following’ state- 
ment: "I am-happy and relieved that you. both have decided to give up politics.» - 
I then wish you would go further. and resign from the Party. and keep yourselves _. 
-' free from any- labels and obligations. . I think your work will benefit by it, 
‘you wouldn't ‘then have ‘6, think I musn! + say this’ or. that as it, mays hecooctal 


ae wiv Party ideas. \" 


| “Constderabie ‘materdan: “an § the form ee ee and drafts of ‘letters 


- “indicates dissatisfaction:on the part of ‘thé Branstens. with the conduct of — - ae 


ae ‘New Masses," Under’ date oF ae 17; 1945, Bransten. and his wife bs cease 


we. 
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New Masses" by the Branstens, they offered to resign as contributing editors. 
“Under date of August 19, 1945, Richard Bransten prepared a draft of correspon 


actually holding back the progressive Communist movement." An undated letter 
addressed "Comrades" and signed by the initials RM. and BM. (Ruth McKenney 
and Bruce Minton) was probably prepared to be enclosed with the letter of 
‘August 19, offering their resignations, Wine reasons for this action are 

set forth in the undated letter,- So 3 PG FA ; 


2 hog Another draft of a letter addressed "Dear Comrade Foster and . 
dated August 29, 1945, attempts to explain the decision of the Branstens - 
in resigning as editors of "New Masses" in the light of the "desertion" of 

e . a "bee ’ : 


_ .it8 role by the magazine, 


a On March 22, 1946, Joseph. North, of "New Masses" advised Huth Bransten 
that her name arid her husband's namé would be removed from. the -list.of con- 


_ tributing editors: of “New Masses," Mrs. Bransten advised him this would be- 
“satisfactory. to her, and Richard Bransten stated he did not wané. any further 


making. - 


connection with "New Masses'* Unless he was able to participate in its policy 2 


an 


- On-August 12, 1945, Richard Bransten’ attended ‘the “State Convention ° 


‘ of the Commumist Party, USA, at Bridgeport, Conmiesticut.- 


A- copy or draft of a letter from the Branstens- to, William Ze Foster, ~ 


Communist Political Association, New York City, sets forth the differences - 


' . Of opinion between. the Branstens and "New Masses" and explains their. reasons 


. for offering their resignations. 


In this letter the follaving statement is 


““mades "but we also want, more than anything else a revolutionary, Marxist, 


militant Party, and we have not got ite! On October 11, 1945; Richard Bransten _ 
was contacted by Lillian Fischler and Robert Patterson (both members of the : 


_. Norwalk Professional Group of the Communigt Party) in regard to a membership. 


meeting and with reference to. study groups: of the Norwalk Chapter of the Com | 
munist Party. Hs : a ide, . 


Communist Party at the home of Robert Patterson, 325 North Hain Street, West- 
- port, Connecticut, on October. 15, .1945, at. which he announced a class would be~ 


7 


Richard Bransten attended a meeting of the Professional Group of the - 


we 


8 


-" Hooverz. 


: - was held at the’ Bransten residence Décember 5,. 1945,: at which time. Bransten, 


: ‘attorney at Hestport, . Connecticut, whom he wanted to handle litigation against . 


hg 8 ais ase was also. a member of the. Conmunis' Party. be 


’ 4 « - 
es 3 es ion : > 
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~ 


held every other weelc to study Mamei smi. He denounced ‘Secretary of State ; 
Byres as the greatest menace to Communism in the United States and stated - 
- that President Zr Was next, followed by John Foster Dalles and. eee 


- 2. A study group of ee ‘Professtonil roee of the. Communist a 
Was héld at the Bransten residence on October 24, 1945. Richdrd Bransten ~~ 
’ distributed bs ace quastions and the class discussed Engels "Socialism 
and Utopia." 


2 


; In aletter dated November . 19455 Ve de Jerome advised Bruce - 

- Minton (alias of Bransten) on the letterhead -of the Communist Party, USA,” 
_ that he was glad to learn that Minton:had become involved in active ies 
work in his branch and.for, the Connecticut State Committee. : 


A reply prepared by Bransten on: November Ts 1945). stated he nad: 
been involved in Party work since 1934 and had always been an active member 
of his club. He stated he had been: an active membér of the Norwalk Club 

Since his. arrival in dune. : . 


A. meeting. of the Norwalk ‘Pre teuet ona ne of the Costas Party * 


- ‘stated that class war is very: necessary ag are renee a who can, 
stir ae people. to: revolt. det 


ae J. On January 8, 1946, ‘Mrs. Beatrice eller ‘contacted. Richard. Bransten » 
oy concerning a Commnist. Party ‘class. to be hala at Ste » Bransben residence the 
i hee evening. fe eth, eee =x : ge Pe ie wate ine 


~~ On. Jénuary Ray 1946, Richard ecnetaiet advised Hasewara Wake, ‘an 


Louise Bransten conterniing their son. Thomas, that he and his wife Ruth are: wnt 
’ “both members: of the Communist Party, and that his former oe whom he divorced et 


sdiye «had 
2 Richard Branston conducted, a Marxist « class in New York iyo ‘on- 
On May Ty 1946, asset Goldring, ee donate in the New ‘Haven Las 

anek, advised Richard Bransten. it would be mageeeeky for him to attend: a Com :f 
. munist. nae — on May 99 ak : Se, es a ee 


>. ea 


Rictiand ‘Brénsten,: svine ds the’ moral foe of Louise: - 

3. m whom he. is. divorced, “took steps to secure ~:~ 
the son of Louise and. himself. Louise Bransten . . 
es against Breneten to regain custody of ‘their. SMe. 


" Brdnsten;- 
- custody of 
-- instituted procéedi 


re the case, we have realized fully enough the strength of our om 


/° Shad. been able to “avert” only by taking 


i: “nad ‘been continued until 2 March ae in the: Bwerics Court at’ “Bridgeport, ¢ Con “ 
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On Novenbér Ls 1945, Braniten dnstracted his aoe: Nathan Witt - 
of New York City, to Litigation involving Louise,Bransten and the, - 9 4, 9 > 
_ custody of their sor if the matter did not. result according to the | - BIC - 

. Bransten'!s desires.,. Richard Bransten stated that, he’ and Ruth Hokemey de~ aes =e 


; ; Bived to retain custody. of’ the child. 


e 


‘Bransten, advised Nathan Witt at oné - us. nT do ‘not ‘think in con=" 


ease. We have a woman who. has’ ¢ommitteil adultery,: rs has been: immoral and = 
unprincipled™ and has harmed ae morals. ‘of ‘the child." - : oe wg 


“In a letter: ‘dated January 1, “1946, directed iio Albert waits, HoLiy=* 


- Wood, ‘California,’ Richard Bransten stated: "For your information: 1, pSemea 


took with her on a trip with Paul. Robeson | at which time Louise and Paul . 


: had sexual intercourse: Louise ‘allowed Yergan (Dr. Max Yergan) and his ee 


Louise then asked 


to live at her ho arried and texplained! matters thoroughly to 
[PM lperission to ‘have a married man in her house. living’ 


a ‘with. her and sharing’ er room-=presumably, the man was to get a divorce. and, | s 
“. “then marry her. This fell. through. The problem did not. pred ae ell 


_In the letter Bransten, expresses. himself bitterly against. Louise Bransten- 

‘whom he described as. a Uprostitute", and as having treated her son.as her ° 

‘lover and very nearly causing him to-grow into asexual pervert which He. 
7 from her, 


“on jis 21; "1946, ‘Richard Bransten ‘requested Herewara a Waite, in an. 


asians “in Westport, Connecticut, to handle this litigation, Wake explained - 
-: he is.not altrial lawyer and recommended Willard Cressy with whom he had been |. - 
_ J eonnectéed ‘for’ fourteen years. as.one of: the best trial lawyers. in Comecticut, - 
: . Wake ‘agreed - to arrerige a conference, in Oreesy''s office at. Stamford, Connecticut, * 


On March. 1,. 1946, “the Branstens. were, “advised that: the custody case | oo - 
ie OUL CTY ré 


on Merch 5 15485 “Siieicten -ehatan: the’ eaeine ‘had. en soared 


oo from March 11 to March 18. Bransten adyised Lovise Bransten that. the: court. an 
~\ -“aetion was forcing’ him-into: bankruptey. and “that he ‘was fearful, lest the Judge“ ":' 


gaa his political’ position | and. take ‘the ustody of: the child aay. from him. 
Richard’ Branstent reported on April. 20, 1946, that Louise Boansted: 
ould - Visit: Louise ad a Ee 


. ‘had fos the custody suit. and”an agreement had. been reached Lat the. Ae _ 


oe : "Richard Bransten Leamed on June. ay “10d6, that} his attorney had . ea 
ee eyed formal Hovis from. aeiaedg uae de coneeming led sonia of the’ ky 
seach ; ; tee 


. ft 


:  Pregrens ort Teaver Hlopracky: . 


tes 8 * & eoetidential, soured has foratiehed a copy of an arbicle on 
Hexbert Koover whieh Bransten wrote for ddan Lapin aff the Dally Yorkers _ 
- + Phe tenor-of the article ta that Nooverts antire carser has been guided cs 
hie bitter batwad of the Soviet Union, since ha believes that ao long as the 
 Sovieb Union exiats, hie wey of Life La dood. The mrticle attempts to 
- brace certain phawds of Berbert Hoover's career, sich of wiieh is presented 


‘ -:. . dita marnex datended to Place Hoover in an unfevortble dighte 


°° Rough deaths of Chapter I IED, Vy. and. VET + ZT are ovakinbles: 

; tha first three ehaplers contein nobiins of partiowlar significance except — 

. .. that they bogs to delineate the character emncelved Lox Hoover be the 
co) pathors De is plotined ae a boy who bad a very wshappy boyhood and youth ~~. 

-". away oplian of very Linkted siezoas He ds conceived aa somber, uncomanica - 

os + tee pane four of the tivet ghaptexy thane ia en apgarenk abteupt to” 

. .° Ske Reaver wlth chattel elaverys Ab -that point is related the incident of - 
|. i etehber bey whe. wag hanged ‘by Robert Ga Lea ag & follower of Jobn Frowty 
Soover ds assoglated implicitly with the Quakers who recoiled frou Buch violence 
gael condenned the Givil Fae that followed, Eraneten inilcstes thit althouge = 

1 s Ten Sueniehed mang son for that onfitets ‘the Quakers subslded into & pactfien - - 
[> that wepwlleted tue war against chattel wleverye 


oo: 0 Rhapber TIL dele with Herbert Rooverta Tite at Iglend Stanford 
.. Yuslor University. Ble alleged dithoulties with the Snghish danguaze are - : 
 gontinually referred ta. 24 de stated that be talked da a tonguewtiedy- 
| Balterinag cect uneday way aid thet the shied aay from words aa though be © 
‘disiixed and dstrasted the taste of thea 


ete >. Gedsiderable space in devoted to the effeats of the philosophy amd 

| beaoltines of Diy David Stary Jordan upon Hoovers Adeording to the Piosraphyy 
Jorden felt that ih wae erdng ho wate conpugsion on the vi¢kine of the enter - 
prdwiogs The depovertshed wera responelble for they Tabe since Shey were - ~ 


. HE PS Be e * Eo 8 


’ Soha eee : 


. "\ Syfertor in cbaracter and energy and En thelr wowle and be offer cbaylty fo 
. these miserable dopes of thelr owa depravity only bred further ineoapateuce” . ~ 
| gad Taningas. Tre Jordany however, distingulaied betes “the Lordls poor™ 
wont "the Deviltg poore™ Beat ated as 


"the Gendt, according to Dir dordaty has siapathy for poverty caused 
| by shekves, misfortune, Jack.of training or Jack of poser, while the Deel 
_ lal those sunk inte paoperien caused by indisexiainate piving and pething 

'  “ponathinge fox nothings ‘the lewgen to be drama Leon Dre Jordan's teachings, 


7 
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” adoording to Branston, ds that the competitive aysten ds otdatued by Codand | 
» .Uabures sociation, which is nothin Jess than the nommmity of property, breeda 
" pauperleny and ite result te debititation and decenerecy. i’ fe eee 


ie The biographer addst "Herbert Hoover took thie wiados to 
, hearby adding bis om logleal dedcotions that to the strongest belong 


and the wtrnccle for personal: fortune, by whatever means the struggle ia 
advanced, de tha healthy wiy of life, the opposite of derenevacy, Iida 


 & tritute te Dry Jordan that after Eoover shagsed hie dapreasive. personal. - 


fortune he refused ever to sive dine to these whe auked for help untll he ted 


investicated the supplicant'!s backrround and the reason for his desperation, ~~ 
if in Rooverty gudgsonk the aon were worthy, then Hooyer offerad him a job | ~~ 


| HO that. the wan and bis festly could eat breed earned honestly and ina selfs. 


respecting caters But if he fumed out to be one of Br. dordants pauper, 


-o Beaver did not give aid tothe Wevilts poor! 


Lo _ Aegording to the Diography, Diy dordan algo tauchb that some mens 9° 
» for Instance the yellow races, ore born inferlor, The siudenh gayeging ~~ 

wad nowepapes at Stautord approved the doctrine of timate inferiority os 

’ “wud pritthed dnumdrable atoriue diiustiating the dishonesty 
~ Made of phvaalingss® and thorel laxity* of the Chingge, the Necsoeag the 


. Seiity and the duolcrants fron Souther und Fasterd Europe, Sinéw the siekag: 


_ hibor novenwnt appealed to such "dancerous* clomenty, labor undone were, considered - 7 
8 menade to the free wotrib and deen enterprise. teat tad DERG the United 


oo. States tube a great nation 


_ Gunter ¥ Of the blocuphy dais with the audessstel efferta of <0 


ae teeters Hoovsis to, obtain powbension of the dines end properkics of the 


Ghinese ntap and Engineering Company for Eewiek Uorwing and Company, ~~ 
& Eritieh organiantion, Accordin? ta the blecraphery Adover toxk advantage --—. 
| of Chany Teredige. of the Uhinese goasiiy shen the Intier wae placct under 


ae ~ protective arrest dering the Boxer Hebellion and had been ordered executed 


| «by Ghe Frovosi Carshal,: after the order fox hin axcuubion wae countermandedy - 
Hoover poreuaded Guatay Detring, Chang's: troskdd ‘adviser, to pub pressure on 


"+ Ghusig $0 barn the propestion over 60 4 Tritish company, ‘huig wae nok ina 
“r pasition te targin and gave Detring the power of attormey te handle the 


-/" Broperty of the Ghinsss coapany ap he saw fit dn the interent of the shave 


\< boliderd. Hoover thin persuaded Debniny to traasfer ta hing Hoover, ag ncont for 


oo Horacins, ath off the propertios of the Chinese Mining and Engineering Companys . 


cw “Thig. chapter pointe out Hoover's alleged conkempi for tha: | 
- Chinese and the Zach that although he wae pald by Chang, he wae primarily a 
(a scout fox Horaing. Ibelse ralaes apne question as .to ferbert Noovarts | 
 _. Wortluet during the sleaze of Mentsin while the Eoxexr Robelided wis in - 0 7” . 
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progrenss ‘he iegrapher relates a ahory allegedly told by General . An 
: Saudley Ds Fatler of the United States Karines, who at the tins of the =~ 


. Boxer Rebellion was a Lieutenant in the relief detachment that lifted the 


slecs of Tientsineg According to this story,.Eutler found one man comaring = 
| ina cellar asong the frightened wonen and orying children and kicked him- 6. - 
into the atredi. He did not. know this man’s nome bub sosgona later geld thab 
. the man was an engineer named Hoovers Branaten professes to davbt this story, =. - 
” @tating that Hoaver's character makes it unlikely that he should suddenly be © 9°. 
. par@lywed by physical fear, 0° | Cae ee ee ae a 


. . : -Bransten found the story centerning Ceneral. Butler and Herbert © 

“ Hoaver while reading the April. 30, 195, aepy of the newsletter Sin Fact®, 2 > 

. ‘which is published by Gaorge Seldes and which was. Originally established by | 

| ‘Beldes and Rokard Branaten, and learned that. Seldea had-obtalned the’data-from 
. Gener] Bubler and that Seldes algo had three letters concarning the matter _ 


- :froxt Paul. Covley French and two other individuals, French was said ta have © 
. ‘worked with General, Eutler for several yoars us hie pressuan,  Bransten requéasted 
‘permission to use the letters and data Invhis biography of Herbert Hoover inasmuch 


ne ag Bh ‘qniy evidence he hdd concerning that rabter wee obbained fran a book by: ~ 


‘one Fara 1). whes Eransted chkragterdacd G3 @ liere Dranstensaid that dtwas 2 0 * 
bis dntontion to doyunent with evidence the statements wade‘in his blesraphy of 


forner Provident Hoover: as he had to.be “very careful of what be writess 
"Seton recited that the words If kckeked hie seve ond him Anite the” 


wbreet. T did not kioi hie naa nor did I cara who that coward wags Sousone 


“"" godd later that man wag an-ongineer naned Hoover," were the very words he had” 


+, been bold by Uonergl Butler and iucedistely after the interview with Butler, be -~ 


pad wrebttes  semorandua on the matter for future reference and was positive | 
: thet 26 wis correct. Seldes expressed plessurd in being able to agsleb Bransten. shee 


(an this regard and at Branstents request, ungualiffedly gave bis penission 


-* %o be vsed ag the source of these data and volunteered to obbaln authority ~~. a8 
_, avon Paul, Conley French for Dransten to use the dats which Frenol: had supplieds... 


“In Bach! for April. 30, 198, containe’a story prompted. by the déath’ 


ne 2s er Lieutenant Golonél Henry ‘Leonard who reportedly was comsel. for Major General . 
- Butler whan the latter faced courteuértial for an allegad insult to Mussclinie —§ - 
. In 1931 in a speech in Poilidelghia, General, Bubler repested a. abory proviously 6° _. 


Seid by Cornelius Vanderbilt to the effect that while Mussolini and Vanderbilé = =. 
_ were driving through an ftalien town, Mussolini. ren over s cblld and then atebed, 
|. Shever look backwards Vadderbilt. Thah isa ome life in the aifeirs of atabe?™ ~~ 
‘Enter in his apaech called Mussolini & wid, nad dog and President Hoovers 9 °°: 
_«... Srdemd the Secrefary of the Navy to prefer charges against Butlers The.story 


¢ 


te tia Fagt® a gacade the pain wadkly wtabox® as wanes that nothing. games of. 
fee ater Babiex an aia had indicated their hicibisarspigses to 
2 8 é : ss ‘ 


AIn: Fact states that, Seneral. Butler ieateates he Bd nib think 
Prasident. Hoover would sver let the case cone to trial, "Hoover sent his 
. aide to. mes: tsald Bubless? E sald: put me on the stand and youll hear the 
story of the Boxer Rebellion.* It ie stated-in “In Fact" that Genexeal Batilex — 
|, ‘Was released almost immediately, The story 4s -then told concoming tutler 
7 Ss ae & men cowering: among. the wouen, are children. in the ovliar in Tenteiny 


‘the rough draft of Chapter VIE ie fragnentary. There is ingluded consider 3 
able material ‘believed to be intenied Yor this chapter which deals with 
- panipolation of mining stocks by Rexbert Hoover and his associates Asseophey the 
operations of holding companies, "salting® and "rigging! mines, price fixing by 
eartel agreenants; aml Yaqueezing oot" email investors. This material indicates . - 
. that Hoover and other “ingiders" took advantage of theix kmowledce to dnoresae - 0 > 
. their profits und to "dump! thelr losses or outsiders who were raferrad toby « 
Hoover » a ddlotae? | pes saachicl Se besa ‘MEour esacungss miei 1906 - ~ 7 eS 
Auguat ) net . 


we ‘Ohapbaris wt, Wich de entitled, Ped play: See Auguat 29th ~ April 
2917," deal with Hoover's adsinistrabion of the Cotnltice Lor Eelvian Reliods. 
in this chapter ‘the author. on the Varxist. viewpoint of the causow ‘of - 
|. World Wer Ty Ho states thet in 19ih Hoover's understanding of economics wae 
LP ey radinentary and ertde and that Hoover saw only the superficial causes. of the Ware: oa 
. *Yrondeally, Hoover had helpad prepard the war which how amaged him. Thea 
| abhor axplaing that Hoover had helped build Briiieh impertalisn and to that : 
|. extenk was: ad vba eet for helping te prepare the wary Ty, thie chepter Lone wie en 
a8 bighly p: raievs the cholas of Hoover te handlsé Delgian ralier arid ‘the manhey ae 
ee which Hoover handled the probles after having been: ahoaette . 


ete o . Gay Pragnontary porhions ang avatlable ‘of. Chapter x, 4 whieh pas . 
. anbltled, Mashingtony Dy Cey May 1917. Novenber 1918,% Ta this chapter world: 
aconomy during World War Ids developed fron the Marxist wewpoint. The chapter. > 
.. dexle whth Rerbart Scover!s food adintatration-in the United States during the ~ 
Wats. Ib is the theme of this chapter that. loover's ain waa to. protect capltalion | 
and averb the danver of socilalisn ‘by Keeping the stardard of Living sufficiently — 
high to prevent real discontents Udder Hoover's administration of the food - 
‘. @penedes during the war, the atc aes that sone. acre of ecu 
ae piacad profited excasslielye, = 


ye tt Chapter x5 antétled,. "Food: fox ne Noveaber 1918 ~ S Inty 1923," 
aa Hoover's activities in the relief of Durdpean, combries after Norld War I ame. ~ 
_ ‘dealt me The. Shes of this ae is that Herbert Hoover used food ae a 


BB. 


> * ear > = . ~ s . vet wang oe 5 
Loos = E : ear: Pay aig i ee Ga e ols POS: ae 
Senet “Are x toe é oe Ore, | = is ~ s BG EEE ES al B58 ’ 
te ee ' vie ’ r aan es gk #8 : = 
2 F ‘ ‘ : ae ec ee ine3 8 Sega ge : ~ cg 
eT ee ee ; ao ote = ® : eo aS” Teh ee ER «aah Se eit 
me 2 ¥ 2 fy ‘ . . . ot 3s © 
Har ve 7 . e es ee = 7 
ES 4 2 . bes : . fy zs ‘ 
bs - . : ‘ : ’ a” > 
- ~ oo . - oe = is , 
* 7 - ‘ 2 s . 
‘ i E fur a “ ‘ soe i . ' nN ‘ 
. aes a ~ : ; : a, ae 
4 


'. “weagon to save Europe fro Dolsheviaa and Sociales and in doing so helped to... 
7 ' Pevelop reactionary goverrtients hostile to. the Sovtet Union, Boze of which later | - 
- . ..° Jolned an Hitler's attack on Russia. World econonia and political, developments to 


. ? 


J a discuseion of conditions in the United States after World War I fron a Marxist .° 
oo, standpoint, This. chapter is entitled, "National Politics, September 1919 ~ March | 


CT ga 


~ ©" tie poldetos of Kanding and retain the Harding Cabinet. In Herbert Hoowery 
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— aaryinis: tn 2 Cabinet ‘ptize ‘by side with the tone and 2h *‘Taee ea and ted 
apparontly willing io dook the other way while the Takis and the Desk ante: 
get to work seusen Chay will ind song good reason deduced ¥roa the. Constits- 
 ¢fon ant the ebernal political varkbtas to discourage the Fadia er fees 

- gtl denoving the investitatord sapeeu Hey will atsociata the perpebuation  . 
of the Republican Party “pased on & losal tonmmedephip between its Dauzherbys 
and Hotesass with the safety of the Rapublicy and. WE, conden its Opponents | 


fs cd ae xadigals and ag mali gaint fcnonters of ‘reusony anayshy ant Lordsy*s me 


According tp the biocrapher, fiesbert Hoover weleowed the chance 
Se prow himself & loyal Furty man is the 192) canpaigh reavlting <u Covlidze te: 
-:, Oleotions Ro spoke againsh. the procram. of public omership of ubdlities ade) 
-yieatbed by Robert Ia Follette, the independent candidate for the Prasicenoy. 
Sogdalian way have @ place with sone of the nations of Hurdpa because of thelr. 


o.* Pattore to provide freedom, opportuntty, and services. Tt hasne place with ua _ 


ee eveve Ve have today in Auwrica the widest extended and most attigient ee ‘ ae 6 


oh iene tn the ‘work, Ue Hoover. a6 quoted as having: setae a 


o3 * Hooker’, neconding te “tke author, ‘approved “the electrical “sediabayts, 

ar fie hb acadnee goblic-cenership with ites Impriesive Uist of 066 citics eald 

-. “be have pensad piblic ubilities which thay were witicately forced ta eel) ox 

- dunks Tha list contained nares of beens that had never operated utilities | 
ind many off the designated "fallores™ oti ll operatwd successfully. Eut in” 
BO eruclal, a qaspaiens. Socundey minh be vonsidersd @ Jacury.: Hoover and the | 


-. Maectrie Bish’ Assontation were nob squsarish “over abthads “Bo Aang 2g ais 


fe Baca able. to make: ther public: ‘understand the veal isengst oo 


eo te iy bographer abaorts that Romer farther eer £4 ‘the | Cate oe 
‘pation by rogtridhing Le FoUlettie's use of radio facbiitiies, "at least La Follette | 


. o Gharged the Scershary with digorimingbion.! Hoover @tlecedly replied that Ta. 
 .” $gFlette had bien treated with donsideration equal. to that pivai other candidates | 
wy mad pointed out that each vadio station had the pilvilece of uacepting or rae 


a. Jocting prowmug. "Bub Hover new that. he wis evading ‘the issue: free wlechions a 


- ede: inpomiive an equal allotrent of radio tinete all candidates, and evel: Si 
"though Hoover denied that the major stations discriminated ayatnet te ibaa the sf 
, dendel’ did not. iter the fact, Officially, £6 we Hooverts responsibility to as 


aeg Shad La Pollette obtained time equal to that granted to hie Denogratio and 
“Republican opporente, “In pracbices Hoover found sxeuses nob tio bear.dowm ences 


: heavily on. the matric eam oe a6 Jong aa. the Progresmivag were the 


wae Aactenins! 


- Atten mae adie on ‘etae a Rw te dppodat Curtis De 


start us etinur Secretary of the Havye Wilbur was “bho: brother’ of the President of. 
Stanford tniveselty, "Hooverta ataunch adsizer’. According ta the: anbhary” 


Hoover also influenced the appointment of Willies Jardine as Secretary of ~ sas 


nt eee see y Waliacs having a eal xpeartien ane Hoover's / 
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 dgiflugnee in the Dopartaent of Aenioulture arcuscad shrong proteste fren the 
fori belt and that complaints wore frequen’ that 'thore is nero Hoover in the 
adainistration than there ig Ccolidges!! gee oe hee 


ry - The wioprapher asuorts that Hoover perforned a Special iimetion. .. © 
within the Coolidge aduinistration in that he was the only -one of the Cabinbk 


mombers who bridged the chana between the reglitios of tha money age, whieh. 
won called the Coolidge boomy and the sentinentalities by which men dived. — 


the President was too Titeral, nindsd ana tco Limited in hie undo 
standing to do move than rejoice dn the profit making drive of xonopolys 


_. dindvew Kollon was content to make money for tha substantial stockholders of 


. the Wnited States Incoxporateds! whe othe Cobinet menbers werd Uroutine - 
_ boldtdeal, bagke with the exception of Frank Kelloggs 
| tgay Hoover had a nore profound comorchensione During ‘bie London 
' years ho had learmed that Lt was ctupid to yb men's noses in the realities of / 


a profit making secletys, ‘fhe business of fucrdea might wall ba business, ag |. 


_. and service, dn teras of winning a now civilization ballt on arplied science and 


> bringing with Lt cleanliness, eave, coaforts the bounty of funviienalians 


_fmextes had freed Ltaolr froa-the futility of backnand onnectanized Purone, 


substituling for the frustrations of the past the anlightenzent. of cedtianical. * 


Be 


Es progress a 


| “was Lis depondenee on profits and Lis essential purpose wis to amase mono. 

| “The Vorld tar, the subsequent depression, and the boom that folkowed increasingly 
' narrowed the control of" the modus of protction. Prosyority was real. crou 

-. fox those yho controked the means of production, but, tn proportion to the | 


> Bopulation, this nunher wis siall indeed, - Most of the paople believed the 


'.. Ceolidge saidy yot Lb wag far batter te. pioturt Aucrion in tormy of -affieieney |’. 


vy 


_. tho author atates that the reality ofthe private-cnterprice system. °° - 


of 


, nation was happy, but few shared the profits and tosh fmericans wore decolved <<  /).. 


by the genoral aly of prosperity which surrounded them but through: which they 


did not berefite The illusion of being better off than ever befora-ms wide | - = 
opreade “Yhusy the fact of the twenties wap the ehorcous ‘profits: the Zilusien ~— . 


“was that the averare nan with ayorcge intelligence shared these profits aid in * : 
~  gonsdquente parblelpated in. the joys of the highos elvilization yet know to - Ps. ae 


‘the worlds 


"cover. did melt to provids the ratdonsle.' calwin Goolidge ms at.” 


vest a vural elem dn high shart 4 navér the nafilonis LeadirssseessIho provingiclh — 


| dn the white House ws ugeful, but he looked the culture and the vision is 


provide imperialist suoriea wlth an acceptable ideclegy..eseiow much bubbor 
', Koover's adept reasoning == tho Seerctary spoke of ideals, of tha need to teks 


the money (to be realized by payment of the war dabts) out of tha honds of the - 
backward Eurtpeans wie would uze ib to buy amonente and restore it &? the’ ~ 
fizerican people whe ould spend 4% on schools; hospitals, motor yoada, new 


88 
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‘pont. offices and to reduce ha ‘public debt apece “Hoover easnens es noe 
intercated da the dollére and gents, bub rather in aia pee 
justice, good faith, peaccy. ‘prosperity. for abe. | 


hoover ntood as the archetype of the nes Soe taauiny tha Great - 
Bagineer wao breught dignity to the teenbiese Ho wos the netten-of-fact ie 
_ poet of the vitanin dichs: Ho was tho prophet of the shining iditchen, equipped . 
~”. with houschold aides to frae woren fron tha age=9id olavery of houtevork. Eo 
was tho philosopher in polbicdsesseeses for tha twenties, Kexbork Hoover ~ | 
- @xpobuded the cult of rationality. tho United States, though often nisundare - 
gtood, brought aonkind the bain of efficiency, a Pema and Industrinliged 
paradise. Profit was net the deepest notdvation off dinportalisn tab only tt9 
. Superficial aspects spurring the export of capital and the search for naw z 
- parketa. was an altruiutic desire ta sharo the new divination with ally roe - 
fandless of race oy peorraphy. Hoover gave feopleans gonething to holleve 
any to monopoly, he added the gloss O£ virtue eovsecwessenedce IH. tha ORs of 


-. ponopoly doninabion shen the United States was handed over without domur to the . 


. 2 Bppek Seperate an the era of the oxport of capital, immense profits, - 


spodulation, ond booa-then the United Stated for the firat tire fully asserted 
. Bey dogeriabist desive to doninate the markets of tlic worlds in tho ova whem. 1). ° + 
| > dHexwtoan trade and investment strove for a prominent posdtdon in every ‘gontincnt 

at the expense of dis rivals, partloularly at the oxpense of Great Eritlaa =~ 


in: this era, of. tho Golden Decades” Roower decked dnerican anbLiden in romnlttyss 


a ae ‘Sho: author states. thats Rooveir energed a5 “thes hoot able flevre of the: A 
: “pgaliese. sdminintration and that he-took on the diftiouls tick of aiding - 


oa ews ae nonopoly to congolidste while providing the aplrttual, jastifientions for avery 
“-"  geevotion of. pavers Tn Topvertg mind tiiborty" was. @ conception tavariably . 


me bia 


+ [inked vith the right of monopsly ta privilege, Statco’ rights, he was fond of 
“pointing oub, wfors the bulwark of this Uberty:. on the other hand, feaered. 
eo wht ts. ee of. ee throntenpd ae niations Bile 


a 


Ge “the age. corporations | te 


"Bie ‘earths jouente est a to, cold newade Fonver’ "defeated oe, * 


Re Tea bigs, : Eke ploarisher Baas ore iteover = oseead Congites esdona' “gentiinent i Ae ge he 
’ a pint gevermnons optration ef Pacéle Shoais and sndicated: that he would . 
ike to goo fuscle Shoals daveloped by Kenxy Fords ‘Congress rojested vhat 


° ‘geno aalled Yordts tatieapted etedhy but Koover and. the venga anak stored : 


“1 #21 the. sehanes for Sedorgl, operatdonst 


we Be the: ‘Biugraghor relates elered activities of toeweny: tats in ‘her - Bay A 
et ‘Parding aieintetraten, uhion ho had assisted the aes sii sugar oi eed sf 


3 o- ‘ 
89 ~  # 
: . x a & 
3 ; ts 
s : 


. dn the reising of Sugar prices. © “He stioasiy nogabiated: with Cuban eurax 
‘preduccrs to cub the world's supply and ersate an affective control by ar 
. Sierican producers. fe issued a statement warning housewives against, die 
pending shortages with the rosult that consuners rushed to buy and pricas - 
- rose steeply. Hoover, finding hinsel? blousd forthe ineveased cost of = 
_ Living finally instructed fr. Julius Hlein,g saab af 7 Eurcad of ey, 
and Tonestis Commerce, to take the DIaoe a 


ath -rogard ta th. export of fmordean capital to pnanee the eke he 
<2 duthor alleged tint Hoover expreseed cnthuslasa dvor tha Daves plon jizhich 

prined Gercany with fmoriein dollers and allowatl Gentan industrialists to 
regunc profitable production, very dollar spent in Germany was a.bullwark -. 
against Bolshovisn; every dollar helred bablld-a dernany bas of a. BP 
i: err and therefore the weatorn wend, fron eee . 


‘ La 


eo aiky On March 4, 196, Alen Max of the Daily Worker advised. Bransten that 
Bransten's “old friend" Herbert Hoover was back in‘ the newa and that he would .° - 
like to have Bransten do @ piece for the news section of Sunday's Worker 
showing how Herbert Hoover's coming to the White House’ on business. indicated, 
that the Truman Administration desired to use the food situation the same ag 
Hoover has used it before. Bransten and Mex @greed that Hoover had used food 
aga. political, weapon. ‘Bransten agreed to write the article but stated 1% would 
not be easy because he could not figure out whet Hoover's next, move would be. 
_ He stated that in the past Hoover wanted to feed Russia because he was opposed 
_’, to blockades. He stated thet Hoover is now anti-Soviet although he, Bransten, 
cannot say so in print. ae te ee : 7 Benge! 


Alen Max gn March 6, 1946, was adviaed by Bransten that the article 


on Hoover had been mailed special delivery the preceding night. 


| - On March 12, 1946, Si Gerson of the, Daily Worker conivended the . 
article on Herbert Hoover which had appeared in the previous Sunday. Worker. 
+ George Seldes, publisher of the newsletter "Ia-Fact," advised Ruth 
Bransten on May 19, 19h6, that an official State Department release proved that 
_ Rerbert Hoover used the food situation after thé lest war to suppress the Com- - 
minists. Seldes states this release was carried by all newspapers except tlie 
New York Times and that he intended to "blast" the Times for suppressing it, 


Richard Bransten was informed by John Becker on March 22, 19h6, that, 
Recker was connected with the "National Citizens Political Action Committee ‘and 
was contacting Bransten at the suggestion of Joseph Gair, C. B. Baldwin, and ; 
Gerson of the Daily Worker. Ho stated that they had recently issued a staten 
regarding the appointinent of Herbert Hoover as. an investigator to visit: Euro 
on the food and famine situation and had received repercussions challenging 
their allegation that following the First World War Hoover had used. food ag 
weapon against Democratic forces, Becker yequested Bransten to furnish wer! 
cation and documentation to refute these challenges, Tt was agreed that — 
Bransten would go through his materiel and that Becker would visit him o 

same day to obtain it. Becker indicated inquiries had been received f ‘ca 
Congressman Christien Hunter (phonetic) who was an assistant to Hoover fil 
Belgium, es well as from the Connecticut Citizens Political Action. Come 


which had inquired as to the reason for the "blasting" of Hoover. - 


” 
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Progress on Publication of Bio aphy 


It was reported on June 21 2. 1986, that Bransten 
_ Hoover blography was in the hands of the publisher, ' Harco 


'g. manuscript oF the 
385 Madison Avenue, New York City... 


urt, Brace and Company, 


. Brensten rece 
Hercourt, Brace end Compa 


19h5,: from Doris Schneider of 7 
oa ae ®8 follows: "It 18 good the Hoover book 
ih 
\ 


on, Avenue, New York City, witch 


it was also reported that Bransten hed in his 
from Hercourt, Brace and Company, the signature of which 

jie, Initials on the Aetter indicated. 14 Wes dictated by F. vy, Mey 

frank Morley. ‘The letter requested that Brangten "keep ‘ng posted" 

fhe Hooyer book, x ae ee 2 


Possession a letter — 


wae: & letter received by Mrs. 


Collins, President 
mo, Limited, 347 Medison 


Avenue, New York .City,. the weiter inquired, 
» be when does: he think he will be : 
2. sending all documents : 


More: het he can bring him- _ 
p °n the love life of th er contained com- 


cal comedy: and. have contacted Alen 
rning 1+ on several’ occasions, \ ie eS 

\ , =. - : { ; - a 3 sj 
pn October 11,1945, Alen ©. Golling of Curtis Brown, Limited, com- 
teng , conce xensection in connection 


i 


acme MPS. Bransten, e 
ring the Italian volume Fights to her 
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Oe eas One Doris __» using the letterhead of Hercoul Bi Brace and Company, 
corresponded with Richard Bransten indicating that Bransten had requested her 
advice end assistance in a matter involving the physical end mental condition 
of Ruth Bransten. On.a subsequent date the Brenstens received additional cor- 
respondence from Doris advising she had made an eppointment with a doctor for 
them, This person is probably Doris Schneider. . a. 32 a ad 


a: there have been previous indications that Curtis Brown, Limited, are 

. ‘agents for the Branstens. In purchasing a residence in Washington, D. C., = 
. through Randall H. Hagner and Company, Weshington, D. C., the real estate agency 
‘ascerteined that Dean Witter Company of New York City and Curtis Brown, Limited, 
handled most of the capital investments of Mrs. Bransten. They furnished the 

| real, estate company with the statement of the income of Ruth Bransten for the” 

_ years 1938 through 1941. + te est es i se 4 ee 


: A confidential credit report concerning Richard Bransten indicates 
-¢het Wat Goldstone, Los Angeles, and Curtis Brown, Limited, New York, are agents 
_ for the subject and hie wife. cca nF LO Pie gy BEEN Oe 
& ‘Curtis Brow; Limited, are literary agente at 347 Fifth Avenue, New - 

York City. The Directors are Alen GC. Collins ; President, and Treasurer, . and 
' Nellie Suckerman, Secretary. The corporation was chartered in New York July 15, 

1919, with an authorized capital of $200 3000, It was organized to act as a 
- Ynibed States representative of an English company ‘of: the same nae formed about 

1903 in London, England. Collins controle the stock of the company. Curtis 

Brown. - Alen Collins, Incorporated, was chartered in New York, operating as... 

‘vedio agents. and selling plays ; Sketches, end radio material to agents. In , 

: 1939 Curtis Brown, Limited, ‘became a member of the Incorporated Society of 

-.* Authors Representatives. “The company ‘acts as en agent for authors and operates 
_on a-ten per cent commission basis, representing about 400 American end British 

-- authors. No financial statement is available but ean account is maintained at 

.-, #he Bank of the Menhattan Company, 439. Madison Averiue. gr Naan are 

a Mra. Caroline Brown, widow of Curtis Brown, age 78 in 19hh, resides a 

.. «it Teek Ferm. As of March, 1940, Collins wes a Lieutenant, Senior Grade, United 

. States Neval, Reserve, Intelligence Unit, Third Naval District. ee: Sas 3 


ee There. has also been some indication thet Brensten is. attempting to. 
interest the "Book Find Club" in his biography of President Hoover. 9: - 
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; issal. from Commmist Party 
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for September 12, 19k6, carried Bowe 
at Bruce Minton, * which is the pen 


(DIRECT. |; F.B.I. 


2 : ee 
mu FROM : GAC, }.2 HAVEN F —_ ; 
ae i - { poe! e 
SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was. an > 


4, 2 IETERAL SECURITY 
a . Bureau file 100-80068 


The following data has been furnished to this of fig. hei by 


trash cover maintained on the residence of the Cubsecx ° ® : me 

48 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut: Ascellargex %-7S poe. SY ng 
- : pertaining to the biography of MERI ERBERY ovate wnen. BAS See, 
Ereperes by the Subject. oA a on 


The ahove material was obtained on July 23, 19A6, Ais is 5 being s ut 
enclosed herewith. ee eee oe 
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Shai FORM NO. 64 LJ @ . : x — 
Office Memo andum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT sk 


TO : ‘The Director DATE:~ September 12,,. Lae — 


Ko 
Miss Gandy 


You will recall that Richard Bransten who uses the pen name Bruce—————— 
@yinton has been preparing a biography of ex>President Herbert Hoover. Bransten 
is “is married to Ruth*iickenney, the author of7'My.Sister Eileen't and other works, 

; a eeeiemmaemmaninsteseneameneemnantnaumemil 


FROM : D. M. Ladd 


SUBJECT: 


RICHA 


BR SH TSO SR ERRRRERE 
3 


a 


For some time Bransten and his wife have been engaged in a rather 
acrimonious dispute with the editors of New Masses and with leading functionaries 
of the Commmist Party. Even prior to the publication of the article by the 
French Communist, dacques“Buclos, attacking the American Communist Party for 
revisionism, ‘Bransten had indicated a belief on his part that the Communist 
Political Association under Browder's leadership had departed from basic 
Marxist doctrines. Immediately after publication of the Duclos article, 
Bransten and his wife took a position fully supporting the charges made by 
Duclos, 


After the dissolution of the Communist Political Association and the 
reconstitution of the Commmist Party, USA, and the expulsion of EarlABrowder \ 
from the Communist Party, the Branstens felt that New Masses was Still purswing 
@ revisionist policy. As a result they offered their resignations as contributing 
editors to New Masses after rather bitter arguments with the. leaders in New 
Masses and the Communist Party. Their resignations were eventually accepted. 


Bransten and his wife have continued to feel that the Communist Party 
as presently constituted is not sufficiently revolutionary and that its national 
leaders are not entirely competent. It has been knowm for some time that the 
Branstens have assumed a position which is to the left of the current Communist 
Party line, . ‘ 


oy The Daily Worker for September 12, 1946, reports that Bruce Minton 
and Ruth McKenney have been expelled.from-the.Commnist-Party-by the | gee) 
State Committes..of.the.Panty "for conducting a factional struggle aga 
1jne of the pay and its national leadership." . { <=. x4mid 


o ‘The ‘Daily’ ‘Worker quotes the text of th - statement of “the Connecticu 
~ State Committee which it states is signed by. see mmittee's Chairman, Joe 
YRoberts, sand Secretary, uisaghasso. FP & 2 


The quoted statement indicates thags the Ay00-,f0 e on oS! TH 
7, with one abstention, unanimously, ee pes Brigve Minton and ‘Ruth McKenney 
from the Party, The cai -is quoted from/the statdient of othe Connecticut 
State Committee: & a 


S 
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~ 


"Following the recent Communist Party's National Gommittee meeting, 
Bruce Minton and Ruth McKenney issued an anti~Party document attacking 
the basic line of the Party and slandering its leadership, and circulated 
this document outside of Connecticut, 


“Characteristic of petty~bourgeois 'radicalism,! they attacked 
Comrade Foster for calling upon the Party and the American people to 
fight for world peace on the grounds that it is impossible under 
capitalism to check the outbreak of war or to achieve a period of peace, 


"Minton and McKenney conducted a vicious struggle against the 
policies of the National Committee regarding the role of the Party in 
the 1946 elections and called for the immediate organization of a 
‘class-conscious labor party.! 


_ ‘Under the pretext of freedom of discussion, their aim was to 
undermine the confidence of the membership in the Party leadership 
and our National Committee, even going so far as to question.the right 
of the National Committee to elect a General Secretary, 


"In the course of the discussion of their anti-Party position, it 
became evident that they were in contact with anti-Party forces outside 
of the branch, 


"Their branch unanimously condemned their anti~Party position and 
upheld the National Committee meeting decisions unanimously, following 
which the State Committee acted to expel them, 


"In expelling Bruce Minton and Ruth McKenney, the State Committee 
calls upon the membership to guard against those individuals who, under 
the pressure of the sharpening struggles and the intensified attacks 
against the Party, resort to ultra-revolutionary phrase-mongering and 
factionalism to weaken the unity of the Party and to undermine its 
effectiveness in the struggle to defeat the reactionary offensive of 
monopoly capital," 


oe Through information received over the tec nical surveillance on Sam 
(Pare it has been learned that Darcy and Albert E.Rawards recently discussed 
the fact that Minton and Ruth McKenney had been requested apparently by their 
: branch of the Communist Party to prepare a statement of his charges against the 
national leadership of the Party. ‘The New Haven Field office has previously been 
instructed to ascertain the facts in connection with this matter, Sam Darcy 
was expelled from the Communist Party in the spring of 19h) for factionalism 
and Albert E, Edwards was at one time suspected of being a Comintern agent, 


There has just been received from the New Haven Field Office a rough 
draft of a portion of Chapter XIV of the Hoover biography entitled, "Nomination 
. and Election; February 1928 - March 1929." This draft is apparently incomplete 
= and deals only with Hoover's nomination for President by the Republican Party and 
. not with his subsequent election. There is nothing of outstanding. interest, in 
this draft. Photographic copies of this material are being prepared for 
insertion in the loose leaf book, 


ie 


oF 
AY 
ae 


6 t 
a 
| 
e 
3 
1. 
H 
| 
1 
i 
} 
4 
q 
j 
j 
4 
; 
i 
j 
j 
; 
2 
+ 
Bi 
4 
} 
4 


Saw te in RTS tN Se ease daa 2 


STANDARD FORM NO, 64 ES ; é 
Office Memorandum + oxrrepD staTES GOVERNMENT 
VA 
ay ~ 
eo : Director, FBI DATE: September 30, 1946 
FROM : SAG, New York 
SUBJECT:  RECHARD BRANSTEN, wae . 91249 


INTERNAL SECURITY - © . 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated September 11, 1946 
transmitting copies of a letter to the Bureau from the Philadelphia 
Field Divisioy ‘ dated August al, 1946, pertaining to a conference between 
SAMUEL ADAMS/DARCY and mA WARDS in which these two individuals discussed 
the possibitity of assisting Subject RICHARD BRANSTEN and his wife in 
preparation of a document or resolution criticizing the leadership of the 
Commnist Party. 


. With regard to the Bureau's request that the New York Office 
furnish any information in its possession which would throw any light 
on this conference or any ofher details which might be pertinent reflect- 


_ ing a group or clique of Commnists desirous of attacking or possibly re- 


moving the present leadership of the Communist,Party, please be advised 
that a check of all available confidential -informants and other sources 
fails to reveal such information. 


4 
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cc: New Haven ; ’ 


RSG :EED : ; P Seo yang 
100=14381 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THis case ORIGINATED! AT NAY na , NY FILE cle uxW 
REPORT MADE AT . DATE WHEN MADE “PERIODS on —— wz su. | .REPORT MADE BY = 
NEW YORK 10/3::f46 Bas *9910, 11} ‘SAMES F .-BONAHOE 


CHARACTER OF case | 


" RICHARD BRANSTEN, with aliases INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 


“Pomvorssorricts se emigien samara ety ee 
4s yee outs ; 


buses file 100«80068 


Report of Special Agent Richard Ge Suanivany) | ; 
New Haven, . Sf 13/ 46 : ‘ sc: sem a ens 


port 


Ab New, York City, New York: *<" 7 js toe 


“Hives ro 
| As a result of-2 complete and shobough search ne og? FARES 
_ of the files of the New York Field Division, the! following pertinent ‘b7p «I 
information, not previously reported, concerning the subjectts Comnunistic 
goeane toes is herewith submitted to the New Haven Field Division: 


eo ae 
On. January 6, sis Maat Informant] ve | 

-whose identity is-knowmm to ‘the. Bureau, attended a regular weekly meeting ~ a! ié : 
of the THAMSTERS BRANCH of the Waterfront Section-of the Communist Party way 
at 221 West ‘2ist Street, New York City. The guest speaker that evening 
was BRUCK. ‘ON, Who spoke on "Hinning the War". according to the ‘ 
informants Similar speaking engagements on the part of the subject had ' 
proved tobe successful in recruiting new members into the Commnist Party. , 


APPROVED AND) 74 
TOMWARDEAY YO WLP 


COPIES ‘OF THIS eA 


(gh Bureau et. i 
Bao es. 3) Ae 


2 — New Yor 
saga Wal Aled 


COPLES Des TROLED. Say 
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oe, 


ieee fae: 


eee ne ” Génttdenvads. a * ae _atviced on. April. 3s 
~ that. an. nnl deni Pied individual ‘contactea=ne ca 


, 2 ‘member of the Communist-Party,. ‘concerning BRUCE TON s writings. ‘in ee oe 
"Washington, D.C. HUDSON said. “that: MINTON was too apt’ to go" overboard = ipa ent aey 
- ad that he,- HUDSON. does ‘not want. -£0:, See the: ANEW, MASSES" get Anto. any a 
“s. more: Nmoub te: ‘Shan, aoe was: in, ab. that. tie 6: 5 ay 
; he’ ‘{nfotmant. advised ‘that on March 12,5) ass : 
xi-the: ‘MANHATTAN: “CENTER: Which: was in combiriation 3 with, a 
ie < Gampadgn bo. paisa funds, to: ‘eombat: a *1ibel, ‘suit: “brought - by dee HR “CROMWELL 
Sine ae the; publication,® NEW MASSES": , BRI UCE- en epake at. Hits ee 
— soljeiting Goma one to. aid the’ campaign. wa ee 


Se Confidential: Infommant oe on i Jat inuary. Be 935: sabi sea 


CHIEMEERG, Lseeaeias 
at the: Somunist’ Ferty; ¢ 


It) -was- stated. ‘that. BRUCE 
uC G. remarked ‘that. “thie “sélection. of ‘MINTON. = 


5 3943), ‘Contidential Informant. Pm? ‘peveRtad: 
eras ‘NONSPARTIBAN, COMMITTEE . 


Loe Confia 
19455. the | ‘subjects. > “BRUCE. Semon, 1 adquarters’ 
for ‘WILLIAM. Be leary ‘National. ‘Ghaitnan ‘Of: the: Comuuni.st Ea to -conti 
a i: ré ~t 


“1946, refleste hat.an article’ a “ ee ) 
eMINTON and ‘his wife, -R KEINE; from* the “Communi. st Par ek 

sae te factional: ‘struggle. against™he. Line: of: the. Party. and its natio 

cs copy of this. Seth ghs is;. accordingly, béing* ‘forwarded to ‘ths: ‘New, Haye 
4 enclosure with: Ans; reports: = 


“rb, Was: cnoted an: ‘the: ‘Septenber 13; ’ . i9de4 issue. > of ‘the | 
NE ; YORK: mse and: the. NEN, YORKHERALD -TRIBUNE" that. articles: appeared 


n of! BH subject, ang his wife from, the. Commnis 


3 


i a: Sy tes cigaee to tote: that scaraing: “be th = 
article in? the. NEE YORK TIMES", *the*: SUD}Co+y-BRANSTEN;* W2s ‘contacted. by: 
the, ‘tNEW- YORK. TIMES": coneerhing his’ expulsion. “The: following. pertinent” 
-statements. made | ‘by the subject “at ‘the time of: this- Sontact 3 are eReEne peace 
| Ee “set out in ‘falls: a a 


“§éLephone: from » 
Woodstock arity wtiere. he. and: Miss: wicKenney are. vacationing; that: tooth. 
-: of us consider” ourselves. ‘Loyal tiemberst t ofthe: Communist” Party. and. tshail: : 
-, always ‘do our: ‘ubihost® in’ every. way. to: ‘buiid: ‘the. present’ ‘organi sation, eof: to. 
ee the Marxist - party of: “the | working, Classe ' 1 


He said he ana his’ wife: haa sent a: “Gellogrem’ te ‘tie Saitor 
of the Dosay Worker in: Which’ ‘they, fpesperefalis Ri sepeeisa a correction: lof. 


ry 4 


tho.report of 
4 Y Sheota sBeont, “dain October: 3, 19465 ab New Torley are as™. 


. 
tree 
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26; ‘aihoge. Adentity” is. chown mn 


t 
Soe ed if Re Os 


Freres ‘and “contidentiar ‘source’ ‘Bading aon 
60 “the. premises of ‘the: New: York: County Comittee. - 


eS ‘the. saa ney Party 1a" AUS Avene; New York : 


cha 


> Stephen. VeGarr and, Jetone’ ‘Mt : Garland: 


yes 
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p)! THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW HAVEN : FILE No. 100=71)61 
Ak REPORT fae AT ‘DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 7 REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 
Afeitsamnéxon, De Co 10/18/46 - | 10/1h-17/h6 | BERT H. HEACOCK . BHH:HS 
TITLE GD ; CHARACTER OF CASE 
RICHARD BRANSTEN, was ‘ INTERNAL SECURITY -— C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: \ f : 
SEYMOURABAKST has obtained extension for use of reading 
room at Tibrary of Congress until December 31, 196. 

- Informants advise that subject and wife have been outsted 
from GP in Connecticut and that a story to this effect 
appeared in-the Daily Worker on September 12, 1916. 

. Informant also advised that BAKST may be outsted from -the 
ocal CP because he subscribed to the criticism of the cP 
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REFERENCE: Bureau file 100-80068 
Report of Spécial Agent RAFAEL I. NIXON dated June 19, 
1946 at Washington, D.C. oe ta 
DETATIS s ” AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


. Confidential Informant T=1 advised that SEYMOUR BAKST 
was granted an extension of the reading room in the Library of Congres 
until December 31, 196, This informant advised that after this date ; 
BAKST would take a month's vacation and. then begin a book on ROOSEVELT», eee 
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" 'U. B, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFIOR J—2034 


: ; : o “HFO omen : : < ; | oa Le : 0 : « a - : i. 5 é : es 7 a t . 2 F ‘ : - . . ec = : = = : “, 
| at - Confidential; Taformant’ mee ad fiped that. on eae 42, eee 

a 7 19h RICHARD. BRANSTEN, with alias’ BRUGH ON, a weiter, and his.wife, 0°: 

“|” RUTENUcKINNEY, -have: been ousted’ from thé Communist Party in Conneéticut <> ee 


and it} ta story to. this effect appeared | in. the Daily torker on September 125-2 Jf, 
“796... According to- the informant MINTON: has. cireulated a document- chen Bien het 
ated by himself.in which he registered. strong. opposition ® “to EUGENE - “aes 
WNIS. as ’a-member of the National. Committee. of the: Communist Party's: is See erty 
"He is: contending - that: ‘DENNIS “was not. ‘duly. seated as'a member of the.° © 2 | .¢, 0° 
Committee: and * was opposed: ‘to .the ‘attempts of” “the Communist. ‘Party. ‘to. ‘form: Cds 
a ‘third party. “Moreover this. general - criticism, of DENNIS. by MINTON*: gl niger pes 
has been followed by’. SY PBAKST, . ‘a known Communist Party nieinber , “who at: ve are ae 
. present, is: collaborating’ with- ‘MINTON- ori a book. about’ ‘Ex-President HOOVER ae rs 

_ MINTON® turned over to BAKST.‘the.‘document. which he‘ wrote about ‘DENNIS | ae 
‘and: BAKST int turn ‘turned it over’ to JAMES-@RANCA, EVELYMROBIN-and 1 .° 
| BUGENE“ROBD AG the’ ‘present, time this dottiment -is.in ‘the possegsion’ : ay ue 
The: ‘latter: has’ stated that she She La 


of WILLIAM, ‘OR: ‘and ‘ELIZABETH ia ; 
oe _ WiLL -turn/this «document over. 0" “this. informant’ for’ ‘her : Spplyel mEon fa, Bee pageant 
Soe ee é * the: bones = their review of. ae ae 2 Lote Geeks a ae an a 
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ee a CTnformant ‘renorted that! it is pe ‘that. Pe : 
. , charges. “wELL be placed. against, “BAKST. by the: Local Communist, Party. officials: a see 
0. and-that he may: be ousted. from the Party. - “Incidentally, | MINTON: and BAKST.” on te 
; » intend, ‘to complete the work. on their book: ‘within the next thrée’ weeks... a ee ee 
S00: pub now. has become dotbtful whether theGommunist Parby. wil 0 8S 
hee “approve - Dee ‘This ‘pook:4 Was, weitten upon : the. wequest of the: Party ~ 6 e ; 
- pub in view of ‘récent: attitude arid: ériticism of. DENNIS: “by” MINTON ‘Bnd. rh ae 
-BAKST it is highly. aa sda ‘that. the book wilt, ‘be Bublisheds ” gatos. = ian 


ep 7 confidential’ ‘Tiformant.’ me advised’ ‘that: ‘in He tinanse® ton say 
the vepercissions of: the: expulsion of BRUCE: MCNTON. and RUTH MCKENNEY fron te 
>the: Communist Party’ in‘ Connecticut, ‘it is to be noted: that Sy ‘BAKST: has. Pipe eet ar ae 
 b&éen rerioved ‘as educational. director of the ‘local Paty. because he.“ a ee ae 
. Subscribed to the’ criticism of, ‘the Comminist Party" by MINTON. “BAKSTHS ier ae 
“removal fromthe Local City Board’is pending” alvéady:: the: outcome’ of’ io ye ane? e 
~ his*conference with .the natiorial office: of the’ ‘Party, ‘BAKST has -..i- “ - ee 
ee “S {visited the rational headquarters: “of the’ Party ‘and has. been- “instructed.” a 
teat an tO finish “the ‘book: -About, ‘HOOVER’ on: “which he is collaborating with BRUCE ; tas 

LPs ° MINTON.- After. the book is. completed it-will be’ reviewed*by the atonal” pea’ 

“office and ‘a decision made as ee. ee or not: bt wii, pe abet eae ae 2% % : 


THE. WASHINGTON, PIEID DIvistow ee 
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- AP WASHINGTON, De0p*: WL follow and report’ the +... 
 debivities of. SEYMOUR ‘BAKST. in: conriection- with his § ‘research work being 


‘done - at. ‘the: ‘Library. of. Corigress, : 
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| Bureau File Mo «- 100-30068 

RICHARD BRATSTEN, wag - sail. 
INZERBAL. SBCuRET Yeo Ps 2a : Stak! 


& vovier of this file reflects thok ng report has a 


immediately reviewed and the necessary deta, for the 
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Fg, SES ee - RICHARD’ BRANSTER, oo : me ~ 
PO eee ert 4 ney INTERNAL 5 SECURITY = G wh Se eee ee 
: = eas In. cpontdnuing: ‘snvestigation of ‘the instant: ‘case, 3. “every effort, should | 

aes ve. made. ae your. office. to obtain admissible” evidence tending. to. prove: oe 


; o “Subjects Party. nenbership- or affiliation -, 
: * Subject 49, nbyledge « of the Party's rovohutionaygins aad purposes ae 
i ve suek ‘thie ‘op 3 in. your jadgment- a, sufficient: anount2oP evidence - e: - a 


cha, Geen ‘obtained, a réport/ prepared in summary fashion should bé submitted... 
: _ The Latter report. should get forth, by witnesses, only the above referred. to. - 2’ 
a a oe evidence.’ . The details shalt: not ‘reflect the identities of: ‘Sonfideubial Anforme 
bate 2 vente butt Shey, shall L be uprated: by Sempre ace i ee 
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1. Subject's name and address: 


RICHARD BRANSTEN 
48 Canal Street 
Westport, Connecticut ' 


2. Location of technical operation: 


In consolidated technical plant located within physical confine. 
of New Haven Field Office 


oe 3. Dates of initial authorization and installation: 


Initial authorization - 6-30-45 a 
Initial installation - 7-13-45 iets 


4. Previous and other installations on the same subject (with dates and 


| places): 
Temporarily discontinued 2-20~46 
Reinstalled _ 2n28=46 - at same location 
.) EP 
Dye Boor Oo oe 
| oe gy Oras. a 


5. Specific valuable information ES, Noy 22.9 2A ort with 
\ indication of specific, yalue of each item and what use was made 
® : of each ‘ven of information involved: 
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Hniien States Depariment of dustice 


Hederal Bureau of Investigation - 
510 Trust Company Building 
New Haven, 10, Connecticut 
October 4, 1946 
JUSTIFICATION FOR CONTINUATION OF TECHNICAL 
OR MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCE 


RE, Title sna onan, WAS 


ield Office iT. 
Symbol Number AT=38__ 
Type of Surveillance: 
Mtexophone ) 


GT. RB 


oy “2 
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On August 21, 1946, AL EDWARDS, Communist Party functionary, conferred 
with Subject concerning a report on the National Committee meeting of 
the Commmist Party held July 31, 1946, and criticized by the Subject. 
It was the circulation of this report by Subject which initiated the 
proceedings resulting in his expulsion. As a result of this information. 
another informant of this office obtained a copy of this report which was 
furnished to the Bureaue 


On Septenber 5, 1946, RUTH BRANSTEN conferred with HELEN SELDES concerning 
a meeting of the Norwalk Branch the previous evening at which the member-~ 
ship had to vote on the Subject's and her explusion and it was turned dow. 
She also indicated she and Subject intend to go to France periont 
December, 1946, and February, 1947. 


On September 7, 1946, Subject's wife, RUTH BRANSTEN conferred with GEORGE 
SELDES, Editor of "In Fact™ to advise him Subject had to go to a State 
Committee meeting in New Haven that afternoon. Later that same evening 

RUTH BRANSTEN advised GEORGE SELDES that Subject was expelled from the 
Communist Partye . 


On September 16, 1946, Subject conferred with SEYMOUR BAKST, Research 
Biographer, assisting him in his biography of Herbert Hoover, and BAKST 
said he was asked by the Commmist Party in Washington, D. Ce to sever 

his connections with Subject and it was also taken up with the Commmist 
Party State Committee in Baltimore, Maryland. Subject said, "I ama 
Communist, someday there will be a Communist Party. I will be a member 
of the Communist Party. I am a Commmist. They can't make me not a 
Commnist". This information was furnished to the Bureau on September 18, 
1946. 


On September 22, 1946, RICHARD BRANSTEN conferred with AL EDWARDS, Communist 
Party functionary at which time Subject advised EDWARDS he intended to sue 
the "New Masses" magazine. 
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Could above information have been obtained from other sources and by: 


other means? 


No 


Has security factor changed since installation? 


No 


Any request for the surveillance by outside agency (give name, title 
and agency): ‘ 


No 


Manpower and costs involved: 


‘It is maintained with other technical surveillances within the New 
Haven Field officee No Agent personnel is used in the operation of 
this surveillance. The cost is approximately $120 per month for 
rental of a leased line. , 


Remarks (By SAC): 


This technical surveillance is productive in furnishing the New Haven 
Field office with current information concerning the activities of 

the Subject and his wife RUTH MC KENNEY BRANSTEN and it is believed that 
it should be continued. 


Remarks (added at Seat of Government): 


Richard Bransten has for some time been writing a biography of former. 
President Hoover, which he is now trying to have published. He and 
his wife, Ruth cKenney Bransten, have recently been expelled from the 
Communist Party ’#&@ "left deviation." This source has furnished con- 
siderable information concerning the Hoover biography, as well as pre- 
sent factional fights within the Communist Party. 
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Recommendation by Assistant Director: 


It is recommended that this surveillance be continued. 
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Recommendation by the Assistants to the Director: 


STANDARD FORM No, 64 i ye aS 
Office Memorandum e UNITED CES GOVERNMENT 
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, TO + DIRECTOR,” FEL DATE: January 14, 1947 
¢/ fiero : SAC, NEW. HAVEN | 
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yf ve ’ 
SUBJECT: PRICHARD BRANSTEN, wase 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C « 
Bureau File 100-80068 pa 93348 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated January 3) 1947 to the SAC, 
Hew Haven with copies to SAC 8s New York and Washingtone 


“Confidential Informant CNET-38 advised on January 10, 1947 that 
RICHARD BRANSTEN advised one Miss FREDERICKS (phonetic) at New York 
CIrcle 5-8816 that there had been a change in plans so that he now. 
desired reservations for his entire family on the SS WESTERDAM (phonetic ) 
on April 20th, BRANSTEN stated that they wished to go as directly 
as possible to Erussels, Miss FREDERICKS advised him that she will : 
try to get second class reservations for the entire family. 


This same informant related on January 11, 1947 that RICHARD FRANSTEN 
advised a friend that he has an application in for a ship leaving on 
April 23, 1947. 2 ‘ 


Inasmuch as it is believed that RICHARD BRANSTEN and his family would 
depart for Europe from the pox.t of New York, it is requested that the 
New York Field Division make appropriate inquiries to ascertain the 
scheduled date of sailing about April 20th to 23rd, 1947 of the SS 
WESTERDAM and advise the Bureau and the New Haven Field Division. 


Confidential Informant CNHT-38 has been alerted to the possibility 
that RICHARD BRANSTEN will make arrangements for storage of his papers 
and documents, The New Haven Field Division will follow this matter 

. Closely and will attempt to make appropriate arrangements for coverage 
as suggested inreferenced letters. 


ff report bringing up to date the subject's activities, will be prep red ym 5 Bs 
and submitted in whe near ‘futures gal : 


ALG:ML | ) f ee 
| 100-1128 Src ie =~ 500LK- | 
! ee (2) New York - eT nea . f 


phan mange grins agayeeninmyes Toone a 


yw ow" rd & " 
en Ps n : 
“Vv VAs ss - f 


ot 
EN hadi es Dit met . > er 2 zs — 


BLOGRAPHY OF HERBERT HOOVER 
By Richard Bransten 
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BIOGRAPHY OF HERBERT HOOVER 
By Richard Bransten 


Richard Bransten, who writes under the pen name of Bruce Minton, 
is preparing a biography of former President of the United States Herbert 
Hoover. He is being assisted in this project by Seymour Bakst of Washington, 
De Go, who is doing the research work for the biography. 


Copies have been obtained of a draft of the foreword and chapters 
-E, IE, TIT, V and VEE through Xf, some of which are fragmentary. No draft 
of chapter IV has been made available, 

There is set out below a brief analysis of the portion of the 
biography which has thus far been made available. 


TITLE 


The tentative title of the biography is "Defeat ~ The Story of 

, Herbert Hoover," by Bruce Minton, with the assistance of Sy Bakst. This title 
has been the subject of considerable discussion between Bakst and Bransten, 
Bakst does not favor the use of this title, 


FOREWORD 


Inasmuch as the draft of the foreword which has been made available 
is brief and summarizes the content and purpose of the biography, it is set 
out below in full: 


"Herbert Hoover started life in the frontier West. From his early 
teens when the boy prematurely shouldered his way into manhood, Herbert Hoover 
had faith in his forma for success - the pioneer formula of self~reliance,. 
Yet Herbert Hoover was also convinced that he could expect no magic results from 
hard work alone: to wield a pick in a mine, to tend a machine in a factory, 
to guide a plow and cultivate the land as his relatives had done for genera~ 
tions would never assure him fortune and the future. A poor young man without 
high—placed connections dared not accept any job that came along in the ro- 
mantic expectation that the breaks would follow, Independence rested on 
financial security: young Herbert Hoover resolved that his energies mst yield 
dividends beyond the low estimate that a man is worth only his hire. In turn, 
these dividends, mst be shrewdly swelled to guarantee his escape beyond all 
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danger of imprisonment within the ranks of the common man. 


"Herbert Hoover took for granted the turn-of-the~century promise 
of unlimited opportunity. For Americans, particularly for Americans out of 
the West, the world was young and the times were good for calm men with a 
clear idea of what they wanted. The capable could look forward to generous 
rewards: affluence, position in the world of affairs, reputation and honors. 
Herbert Hoover in his estimate started his climb to security a little behind 
scratch; but he was a pusher with an unwavering eye on the main chance, and 
he knew how to be ruthless in his struggle to earn a place for himself in 
the hierarchy of those who gave the orders. Herbert Hoover set out first of 
all to win substantial wealth; he planned later to choose a career with an 
eye on his reputation before his fellow men, 


"Herbert Hoover found no leisure for cool selection, Events cata- 
pulted him into international prominence. Still, he had prepared himself 
well, and the perspectives that suddenly opened before him neither dazzled 
nor intimidated him, Logically, and almost without effort, he stepped from 
high position to the lofty rank of President. Only then, at the apex of his 
life, did he taste the wormwood of defeat. Only then, did the horizons of 
his youth close in upon him as the nation grew older and its economy was 
racked with rigidity and decay. But Herbert Hoover refused to acknowledge 
change; he fought passionately to preserve the way of life that had brought 
him dignity; he held fast to the truths of an era he had outlived and he 
angrily rejected the suspicion that even truth can alter. Through four 
devastating years in the White House, he preserved his faith; with avid self- 
justification he sought the origins of the rout over which he inadvertently 
presided not in the policies he considered unalterable, but elsewhere, in 
men's minds, in the plottings of his enemies, in the fallacies he attributed 
to the rest of the world beyond his control, 


"It was the measure of Herbert Hoover's self-assurance that catas- 
trophe in office and repudiation by the people fortified his belief in the 
way of life he-defended. His triumph was the feat of surviving himself as 
President. Not even Theodore Roosevelt brought greater ehergy to the role 
of elder statesman, and no ex-President more stubbornly insisted than did 
Herbert Hoover that only he could guide the nation in search of renewed vigors 
And though this man of dignity became the victim of scoffers and the object 
of corroding hate, he scorned concession. He threw the mantle of prophecy 
over his aging shoulders and commanded the nation and the world to accept his 
vision while there was still time to return to the path of righteousness. 


"My purpose in this biography has been to trace the background and 
development of a public figure who became the spokesman of the significmt 
minority intent on resisting progress: and therefore of thwarting history. 

The years in which Herbert Hoover played his considerable role were the ful- 
crum years of imperialism, and witnessed the decisive struggle between progress 
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and retrogression, between democracy and fascism, Herbert Hoover knowingly 
chose fascism because he desperately feared the implications of democracy. 
His thinking expressed the despair of a small but powerful group who saw the 
future and found it hateful. 


tin the larger sense, Herbert Hoover gambled against the creative 
forces of the common people --.and neither he nor those for whom he spoke 
accepted initial defeats and partial frustrations as irretrievable, The 
struggle between fascism and its antithesis, an expanding democracy, con- 
tinues; the:outcome will determine the fate of mankind for generations. The 
danger of fascism ends only when its disciples have been obliterated politi- 
cally-and socially, as well as on the field of battle. This study of Herbert 
Hoover attempts to determine the factors that persuaded an intelligent and 
thoughtful man, after winning renown and power, to repudiate his democratic 
heritage, 


"Herbert Hoover's thinking was neither crude nor superficial; he 
must be understood in all his complexity before he can be isolated both 
personally and as a proponent of defeatism, Of necessity, the life of 
Herbert Hoover involves the rise and coming to maturity of American imperial 
ism which he helped to strengthen and which in turn shaped his thinking, 


"For their generous aid, which does not imply agreement with the 
author's thesis or their responsibility for any errors of fact or judgment, 
E am indebted to 


Acknowledge: George Seldes 
Vs, ‘Newton Butler 
Levi T. Pennington 
Je We Bickford 
Dalton Trumbo 
Ruth 
Sy"! 


CHAPTER IT 
West Branch, Iowa: August 1874-August 1885 


The first chapter of the book deals with Hoover's life as a youth 
at West Branch, Iowa, His early life is pictured as unhappy and painful, 
._ leaving him a brooding, sullen lad. 


According to the author, President Herbert Hoover in 1927 described 
his childhood days to the Iowa Society of Washington, D, C., recalling a youth 
"filled with adventure and great undertakings, with participation in good and 
comforting things." The author states, "The passing of half a century softens 
a man's memories. Perhaps Herbert Hoover believed the nostalgic idyll he 
described in well-worn terms. But his childhood had not been happy. The 
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episodes he remembered were trve; but he passed over the tragedy of his 
youth that left scars on the man, Neither the joyful moments in the woods, 
nor all the carefree hours fishing and swimming and cooking over little 
fires had compensated for the pain he had known. Herbert Hoover left the 
town of his birth in his eleventh year. The boy who escaped the ‘idiocy of 
the village' was a brooding, sullen lad already aware that life can be heavy 
with sorrow and loneliness and despair." 


Jesse Hoover, the father of Herbert Hoover, is pictured as an indi- 
vidual ineffectually revolting at the restrictions placed upon him in a 
Quaker community. Hoover's mother, Huldah, is pictured as deeply, almost 
fanatically, réligious. : 


Early in the chapter there is an attempt to discredit Hoover and 
the Quakers for their failure to take part in the abolition of chattel slavery. 
According to the biography, one of the neighbor boys died on the scaffold 
"with Colonel Robert BE. Lee's hard eyes watching him as he plunged through 
the trap" for following John Brown on the crusade that ended at Harper's Ferry. 
The Quakers of Cedar Country recoiled from such violence, condemning it and 
the war that followed. The author states, "All around them the men of Iowa 
flocked to the colors, answering Abraham Lincoln's call of 1861 -- but few 
came from West Branch. Towa sent ten times its quota to the war; eighteen 
Towa infantry regiments, nine cavalry regiments, and four artillery batteries 
went into the line. But none of the forebears of Herbert Hoover took up armSe 
The bold, brave George Fox had defied kings in his uncompromising struggle 
to liberate the oppressed and the persecuted; but the Friends of West Branch 
transformed Fox's militant teachings glorifying God and the cause of human 
and religious freedom into a pacifism that repudiated the war against chattel 
slavery." 


Following the death of his father, Herbert Hoover was taken to 
Pawhuskie in the Oklahoma Indian Territory where his uncle, Laban Miles, was 
a Government Agent on the Osage Reservation. Miles is characterized as a 
severe and dictatorial man, an unsmiling martinet whose implacable righteous- 
ness was in no way softened by the hostility of his Indian charges. Being an 
inflexible man, he inflicted on his own children and his visiting nephew the 
same rules of conduct he laid down for his Indian wards, 


After his mother had died, Herbert Hoover went to live with his 
uncle, Allan Hoover, and his aunt, Millie Hoover; "Uncle Allan, a somewhat 
tight-fisted man, was a stern taskmaster, but fair -- and what he demanded 
from Herbert he also demanded from his son, Walter. Aunt Millie scrupulously 
showed the same affection to the orphan as she did to her own children. They 
were good people, his foster parents, and Herbert liked them; but he was 
lonely -- and deserted -- and the boy brooded over his fate that brought him 
suffering and heartache." 


When Herbert Hoover was eleven years old, he left West Branch, "a 
morose, tight-lipped child -- and afraid." 


CHAPTER IT 
Oregon: September 1885-May 1891 


On leaving West Branch, according to the biography, Herbert Hoover 
proceeded to Portland, Oregon, to join his uncle, Dr. John Minthorn. The 
second chapter of the book deals with his life in Oregon. Dr. Minthorn was 
a medical officer in the Indian Service and also directed a Quaker School at 
Newberg, 


"Dr, Minthorn was a mixture of egotism, and opportunisn; 
his sober self-righteousness partly masked his greed, his fits of cold rage, 
his cruelty, and his gullibility. In many ways, the doctor fell victim to 
_his own sanctimonious virtue; he never suspected that he was just another 
frontier adventurer waiting for something to turn up, an impractical fellow 
handicapped by a streak of naivete which more often than not distorted his 
judgments," 


The relationship between Dr. Minthorn and Herbert Hoover is described 
as follows: "The doctor in his pious moments when he was most moved by a 
sense of responsibility to his dead sister, expressed his concern over the 
boy's development with cuffs, lectures, and punishments for derelictions or 
shirking,' all amply larded over with a thick sanctitude, Dr. Minthorn had 
once supervised a boarding school for Indian boys -~ his attitude toward his 
nephew was affected by the experience with his former wards whom he had con- 
sidered stupid, inferior, evil-minded, and above all dangerous. Being a 
medical man, Dr. Minthorn was alert to character traits in the young which 
in his judgment indicated a tendency toward immorality; he was convinced that 
young Herbert was a wastrel, a waster, and a scamp with an impious soul, 


"The boy did not waste any love on his uncle. To him, the doctor 
was a hypocritical tyrant who had dangled the promise of security and educa~ 
tion before the West Branch family because he wanted a slavey to do the dirty 
jobs around the school, Young Herbert contrasted Dr. Minthorn's declamations 
with the memories of his mother's intense and sincere religious devotion; 
Herbert concluded that Dr. Minthorn was a sham as well as a bully." 


Hoover's alleged moodiness and silence are again brought out in 
connection with his relations with Dr. Minthorn: "In the unequal contest be- 
tween the domineering doctor and his resentful nephew, the boy had one weapon 
to plague his adversary -~- silence. The uncle's nagging, the petty meannesses, 
the arrogance could not prod young Herbert into too open defiance or tears; he 
cultivated the sullen evasiveness that had been his refuge in West Branch, 
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The two -~ uncle and small nephew -~- regarded each other with frank hostility; 
the man summoned all the force at his command, but he could not crush his 
young charge, or even make mach impression on him," 


In spite of this, according to the biography, Herbert Hoover at a 
much later date eulogized his uncle as "a severe man on the surface, but like 
all Quakers kindly at bottom." 


At the beginning of the school term of 1887, Herbert Hoover's brother, 
Tad, arrived from Towa, With Tad's support, Herbert*Hoover grew in¢reasingly 
rebellious toward his uncle and finally Tad and Herbert advised Dr, Minthorn 
that they were moving out and would board with other Newberg relatives, find- 
ing odd jobs to earn their keep. 


Dr. Minthorn subsequently went into business at Salem, Oregon, in 
a land promotion scheme, Needing someone of Herbert Hoover's abilities to run 
the office, he persuaded Hoover to rejoin him — 


Hoover is again referred to as reserved and morose: "The boy seemed 
older than his years, taciturn and unusually reserved, but his face revealed 
none of his real moroseness, The accident of his appearance gave no clue to 
his somber personality; his appealing alertness, the sweet, almost winsome 
quality of his expression inspired adults throughout Herbert's adolescence and 
young manhood to take an interest in this lonely boy so intent on making some- 
thing of himself," 


The Oregon Land Company in which Dr. Minthorn was interested, to- 
gether with one Ben S. Cook, formerly of West Branch, Towa, is described in 
the biography as a business of doubtful honesty. According to the author, it . 
operated on a simple scheme, buying wooded and undeveloped lands on option 
and selling tracts to would-be prune growers at a high price: "The company 
agreed to clear the land, plant the orchards, and care for the trees until 
they began to bear, Such pledges neither the company nor any other promotion 
group were able to fulfill. But for a brief year or. so, promises did not have 
to be carried out and sales went well. In fact, Herbert decided to invest 
some of his own inheritance in an orchard that did not yet exist.” 


Herbert Hoover was engaged in writing advertising material for the 
Oregon Land Company, according to the biography: "The advertisements were 
phrased in the enticing all-things-to-all-men superlatives of a patent-medicine 
cure-211 -- but that was the accepted form of such hand~outs, and Herbert at 
sixteen believed more of what he wrote than most of the experienced promoters 
whose encomiums Herbert took as his models." . 


By 1890 the land boom began to falter. The enthusiasm for an Ore- 
gon orchard began to wane among the Friends of Towa who had sunk their money 
in the venture but were getting no return. Sales fell off and Dr. Minthorn 
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‘knew that if business did not pick up substantially, and if collections did 
not improve on plots already sold, the company faced ‘bankruptcy. 


Herbert Hoover realized he had nothing to gain by staying with 
his uncle and, hearing that Dr. Joseph Swain would visit Salem, Oregon, from 
California in search of applicants for a new institution called Leland Stanford 
Junior University, opening in the fall of 1891, Hoover went to Portland to 
take the entrance examinations. He found the examinations very difficult, 
but "squeezed through", in all subjects except geometry and English, in which 
he failed completely to meet the requirements. Herbert Hoover's alleged 
difficulty with the English language continues to be stressed throughout the 
portion of the biography which is available. 


The effects of his experiences in Towa and Oregon are pictured as 
follows in this chapters 


"The unhappy years in Iowa and Oregon had toughened the fibre of 
Herbert Hoover's character, He was unusually close-mouthed; he distrusted | 
people and he had difficulty making friends, From the frontier he had learned 
self-reliance, fortitude, and to expect no favors from anyone. By the same 
token, he had absorbed none of the idealism of the frontier, none of his 
mother's religious fervor, none of the rebellious questioning of social forms 
infecting American workingmen and farmers in the early nineties. True, 
Herbert Hoover respected the traditions of liberty and justice he had read 
about in newspapers and history books -- but he construed these ideas only in 
personal terms. Out of his own experience (and from observing Dr. Minthorn, 
and frommemories of West Branch relatives on their prosperous farms), Herbert 
believed that people fell/into two categories; those who passively accepted 
their lot in life and those who did not. Freedom or bondage -~ in the last 
analysis, the courageous fought their way to the top, while the stupid, the 
inferior, the cowardly submitted to oppression and exploitation, and deserved 
no better. Herbert had no urge to compassion, because he was young and be- 
cause he could not imagine any man suffering more profoundly than he had 
suffered; at best, he pitied the unfortunate when reminded of their misery, 
but his pity was akin to contempt. 


+ 


’ "He had force and self-confidence, this lad who journeyed to Palo 
Alto, He made harsh demands on himself, At Stanford he expected to prepare 

for the struggle to gain.a position in life that would give him the power to 

command others, in Herbert's mind the essence of human dignity. Young Herbert 

Hoover was a realists; even when he day-dreamed, he rejected the illusions 

that most boys cherish when they are seventeen and on their way to college." 


CHAPTER ITT 
Stanford University: dune 1891-October 1895 


In the three months between his arrival at Palo Alto and the opening 
of the University, Hoover prepared himself for the entrance examinations. His 
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alleged difficulties with English are again referred to in this connection; 
tHe failed the test in written Inglish, and Dr. Jordan was firmly resolved 
that all students, regardless of the courses they chose at college, should be 
able to write 'plain English.!" Hoover was admitted to Stanford on condition 
that he clear up the English inadequacy during his college years. 


According to the biography, there was nothing strange about Hoover's 
inability to write correct Inglish. What was significant, wholly aside from 
his ignorance of grammar and sentence structure, was the tongue-tied, falter- 
ing, uneasy way he talked. Hoover "shied away from words as though he dis- 
liked and distrusted the taste of them.!! 


Hoover had little difficulty in finding ways of earning a living. 
Among other things, he persuaded a San Jose laundry to let him act as its 
agent on the campus. 


To him, Stanford took the place of home and family; "He valued 
above all the independence, .the escape from Quaker restrictions and formalisms, 
the feeling that he was finally preparing himself for a life that would remove 
him forever from the poverty, the pettiness, the frustrations of his early 
years. At Stanford, he found security." 


Stanford University, according to Bransten, was devoted to the use- 
ful as opposed to the cultural in education. Dr. David Starr Jordan, Presi-~ 
dent of the university, was grateful for the chance to tilda great educa- 
tional institution where utilitarian theories could be put. into practice. 

He stressed those courses which would equip Stanford graduates to make a mark 
in the world of competition. 


During his sophomore year, according to the biography, Herbert Hoover 
lost his job as janitor of Incina Hall, where most of the male undergraduates 
lived, when the founders paid a surprise visit to Incina and discovered that 
the student janitors had failed to keep the rooms even reasonably. clean. 

Toward the end of Hoover's sophomore year, student politics became 
a central concem on the campus and Hoover found himself associating with 
the leading undergraduate politicians. By the beginning of his junior year, 

a fight for control of student offices had intensified between the members of 
the fraternities who had taken control of the athletic teams and the "barbarians" 
outside the fratemity system. Hoover was elected class treasurer in January, 
1894, and later entered the contest for business manager of the student news- 
paper, The Daily Palo Alto, which he lost. Later, with Lester Hinsdale running 
for the presidency of the Associated Students and Herbert Hicks for manager of 
the football team, Herbert Hoover was nominated for student body treasurer. 

The newly drafted constitution provided a salary of $400 a year for this 
position, "an astronomical amount for Hoover." The majority of the students 
objected to this "professionalism" and after the campaign was started, the 
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"Three H'" ticket decided it would be a shrewd move for Hoover publicly to 
pledge himself to accept no salary and to offer his services without com- 
pensation. The biography states, "Hoover proved a dogged and at times 
ruthless campaigner" and was eventually elected. 


He was chosen chairman of a committee of two to investigate the 
laundry situation in the spring of 1894, a problem which greatly concerned 
Mrs. Stanford. The biography states, “Hoover's report opposed the existing 
cooperative as inefficient, and favored instead the submission of sealed bids 
by commercial laundries off the campus. Whether his ovm job as agent for an 
outside laundry affected his decision was not discussed." 


Hoover's alleged difficulties with English are again referred to in 
connection with the completion of his college work; "As he approached gradua- 
tion day, the condition in English with which he was admitted to Stanford 
and which he mst discharge before he would be eligible for his bachelor's 
degree, began to haunt him. He managed by cramming to make up his chemistry 
and he persuaded the German instructor to give him a passing grade. But the 
Inglish requirement stumped him. Finally, Professor T, P, Smith, who liked 
Hoover, intervened; Professor Smith took a paper that Hoover had submitted in 
geology, rewrote it, corrected the spelling, patched up the grammar, and with 
Branner!s backing, insisted to the faculty that the revised paper was proof 
enough ‘of Hoover's ability to write simple English. The faculty relented and 
awarded Hoover his diploma in geology." Later it is stated that "he wrote 
an inaccurate, ungrammatical and ponderous prose which never accurately: ex- 

pressed what he was thinking, tt 


The philosophy of Dr. Jordan and its effect upon Herbert Hoover are 
set out as follows; 


"Indeed, Dr. Jordan, the scientist, exuded a professional kindli-~ 
ness; but he did not allow his gentle love of virtue to soften his stem, if 
not sententious, philosophy. He thought of himself as a just man, unafraid 
of reality. He believed in the steady upward soaring of civilization, and 
he hated war which he was persuaded would never again occur because the domi- 
nant races of Europe, profoundly reinforced by the example of American altruism, 
would not permit a major conflict. Dr. Jordan was admittedly disturbed by 
the Spanish-American war a few years later, but he concluded that the un- 
pleasant incident had not been without its gains to humanity. He was conscious 
of the heavy burden born by the white race, and surely the backward folk of 
Africa and Asia -- and the Pacific Islands -- valued the bathtubs, books, the 
jobs in factories, Christianity, and other benefits brought to them by the 
inexorable march of progress. Dr. Jordan's thinking impressed young Hoover. 
Hoover had reached the same conclusions in a less academic manner, and he had 
no rhetoric. Along with the other charges of the Stanford president, he was 
readily persuaded that it was wrong to waste compassion on the victims of the 


enterprising. The impoverished were responsible for their fate, since they 
were inferior in character, energy, and most important, in their souls. To 
offer charity to these miserable dupes of their ow depravity only bred 
further incompetence and laziness. To indulge in compassion for those who 
were suffering the consequences of their sins was a crime against mankind. 


"pr. Jordan's favorite lecture in his course on Evolution -—= and all 
the good doctor's thinking was the product of his scientific studies -- was 
the one he entitled 'Degemeration.! He introduced his lecture with a fable: 
two little boys sell flowers at the doors of a church or theatre. They are 
children of parents who could, if they would, earn enough to support them in 
comfort. Your kindness keeps them out in the cold.....This is why our charity 
organization society asks you not to give alms, or to give counsel, time, and 
patience to the rescue of such as these.! Dr. Jordan's generalizations 
followed: 'Do any of these get out of the festering mass? We have tried again 
and again to lift them, but they sink back. They are a decaying stock; they 
cannot longer live self-dependent.! And to clinch his argument scientifically, 
Dr. Jordan added, !The young of the sacculina at first have the nauplius form 
common to their order. Then the force of inherited parasitism compels them 
to fasten themselves on to the hermit crab. The free swimming legs and the 
disused organs disappear. So we have the same in the pauper. Self-help 
disappears....! Thus the evolutionist instructed the young men and women of 
Stanford in contemporary society. 


"But lest he be misunderstood, Dr. Jordan distinguished sharply be- 
tween 'the Lord's poor and the Devil's poor.! The Lord, Dr. Jordan well Imew, 
had sympathy for ‘poverty caused by sickness, misfortune, lack of training, 
or lack of power,! while the Devil claimed those sunk into 'pauperism caused 
by indiscriminate giving, getting something for nothing.! The president of 
Stanford concluded with the aphorism !Never give money to a blind man: he needs 
all his strength to compete with men who can see.! The lesson to be drawn: 

The competitive system is ordained by God and Natures; socialism, which is 
nothing less than the commnity of property, breeds pauperism, and its result 
is debilitation and degeneracy. 


Herbert Hoover took this wisdom to heart, adding his own logical 
deductions that to the strongest belong the spoils, and the stxuggle for 
personal fortune, by whatever means the struggle is advanced, is the healthy 
way of life, the opposite of degmeracy. It is a trimte to Dr. Jordan that 
after Hoover amassed his impressive personal fortune, he refused ever to give 
alms to those who asked his help until he had investigated the suppliant's 
background and the reason for his desperation. If in Hoover's judgment the 
man were worthy, then Hoover offered him a job so that the man and his family 
could eat bread earned honestly and in a self-respecting manner. But if he 
turned out to be one of Dr. Jordan's paupers, Hoover did not give aid to the 
'Devil's poor.! 


me 


tat Stanford, Dr. Jordan's theories were expanded to prove that 

some men are bom inferior, the yellow races, for example. Therefore Dr. 
Jordan joined with all the better people of California to halt Chinese 
immigration. The student magazine and newspaper wholeheartedly approved the 
doctrine of innate inferiority, and printed innumerable hilarious stories 
illustrating the 'dishonesty,! "lack of cleanliness,! and 'moral laxity! of 
the Chinese, the Negroes, the Jews, and the immigrants from southern and 

‘ eastern Europe. Since the rising labor movema@mt appealed to such 'dangerous! 
elements, as well as to those who obviously wanted something for nothing (the 
'tdegenerates!), labor unions were considered a menace to the free spirit 
and free enterprise that had built the United States into a great nation 
destined to be the very greatest nation in the world. Dr. Jordan attribted 
the growth of unionism, as well as the spread of political corruption even 
to the highest public offices, to 'political apathy among the higher classes 
that must be corrected if the Republic is to endure.! Otherwise, added 
Professor Frederick C. Clark in an address before the Student Congress, the 
political freedom of the United States was endangered by 'nationalities that 
are repugnant to our inherited.tastes and that cannot be assimilated without 
decreasing the standard of living and endangering our social and national 
institutions. ! 


tIt was a smug inheritance Herbert Hoover took with him from Stanford. 
He had come to the university an ignorant, almost penniless boy from the 
frontiers he left with a degree, with practical skill as a surveyor, with an z 
education in geology vouched for by Dr. Branner, among the most prominent 
geologists of his day. He could take pride in the background he had won for. 
himself, he could boast of a place where he belonged, a place he could call 
home. He had a new~found confidence in himself and his future. He had fallen 
in love with an intelligent girl of good family who believed in him. He had 
learned to scorn those who failed or only mddled through -~ the 'degenerates,! 
the weaklings, and the incompetents. He had as his capital his considerable 
capabilities, his energy, and his resourcefulness. If this capital were well 
invested and carefully expended, it would bear large dividends. The question 
was where to start. For he could continue as a surveyor in the Sierras only 
until the cold winds swept the mountains in October of his graduation year, 
1895.1 


CHAPTER V 


Chinas March 1899 - September 1901 


Chapter V deals with Hoover's successful efforts to obtain for Bewick, 
Moreing and Company the mines of the Chinese Mining and Engineering Company. 


According to the biography, Hoover and his bride arrived in North 
China in the early spring of 1899. While ostensibly employed by Chang Yen-Mao, 
Hoover considered himself the advance agent of Bewick, Moreing and Company. ‘He 
had an ingrained contempt for the Chinese, carried over from his youth when he had 
learned the prevailing opinion that coolies were mentally and spiritually no better 
than animals. Hoover's prejudice also included Chinese merchants, landowmers, and 
all government officials, who he took for granted were wily, immoral and corrupt." 


Most of Hoover's dealings with Chang were carried on through Chang's 
advisor, Gustav Detring, a German who had come to China as a youth. ‘Yet Hoover 
assumed that Detring, despite his trusted position, understood how ridiculous it 
would be to continue Chinese control of ore deposits." 


The biography states that although Hoover was paid by Chang, he was 
primarily a scout for Moreing. 

This chapter describes the efforts of westerm governments to obtain 
concessions of various kinds in China. During the winter of 1899 ~ 1900 Hoover 
moved to Tientsin with his wife. A secret society of young patriots and hot- 
heads calling themselves I-Ho T'uan was organized to save China from the 
foreigners. According to the biographer, the name of this society when trans- 
lated means "the righteous and harmonious band." The word band was mistranslated 
for fists and consequently the members of the organization came to be knowm as 
"Boxers." When a military detachment of the German Legation fired on regular 
government troops, patrolling the streets of Peking, the incident became the 
excuse for an armed uprising which came to be known as the Boxer Rebellion. 

A joint expedition was organized by several foreign countries and the revolt 
was suppressed. 


Chang Yen-Mao had been placed under protective arrest and was ordered 
executed by the Provost Marshal. Detring and his son~in-lLaw persuaded a friend, 
Colonel Wozack of the Russian Army, to force the Provost Marshal to countermand 
the order. Hoover saw Detring constantly to put pressure on Chang. Detring 
agreed and told Chang that the foreigners were scrambling for new loot in China, 
that the Imperial Government could not possibly prevent new depredations and that 
the Russians especially were resolved to seize the Kaiping mines. It was no 
longer a question of preserving the mines from the foreigers mt of deciding 
which foreign group would be more likely to respect Chinese interests once an 
arrangement had been made to hand over the property. Chang could choose 
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between complete expropriation and some sort of a deal which would partially 
protect the interests of the Chinese stockholders. He was in no position to 
bargain. The British were more likely to make a deal favorable to the Chinese 
than were the Russians or the Germans, "so the desperate Chang gave Detring his 
power of attorney the day after his arrest on June 22, 1900. Detring was granted 
the right to handle-the property of the Chinese Mining and Ingineering Company as 
he saw fit in the interest of the shareholders. Hoover was elated. He had now 
only to deal with Detring. He promised Detring almost anything if he would tum 
over the mines to him in trust for Moreing." On June 30, 1900, according to the 
biographer, Detring and Hoover reached an agreement. Acting for Chang, Detring 
authorized the transfer to Hoover, as agent for Moreing, of all of the properties 
of the Chinese Engineering and Mining Company. In return Hoover agreed to forn, 
with the help of Moreing, a limited liability company in England which was to 

pay the Chinese stockholders of the old company with shares of the new company. 


"With the cherished agreement in his pocket, Hoover wired the good news 
to Moreing and left China for London without delay. He had succeeded in landing 
the plum after a year of waiting. He had undergone the hardships and dangers of 
the Tientsin revolt to get it; he had bargained wisely, and he had acted when cir- 
cumstances were favorable. The reward was success." 


There then follows considerable material concerming Hoover's conduct 
during the siege of Tientsin. This includes a quotation from a.biography of 
Hoover by Will Irwin published during the presidential campaign year of 1928 
in which Hoover's activities are praised. There is also a quotation from Herbert 
Corey's "The Truth About Hoover." 


There is also a story to the effect that General Smedley D. Bitler of 
the United States Marines who was a lieutenant in the relief detachment that 
lifted the siege of Tientsin recalled that wom ‘they arrived in Tientsin they 
found all the able bodied men on the wall protecting the foreigm section. ‘Where 
were the women and children? We were told they were in a cellar. When I entered 
I found one man cowering among the frightened women and crying children. I 
kicked ...+....-. him into the street. I did not mow his name, nor did I care 
who that coward was. Someone said later that man was an engineer named Hoover." 
In appraising the various stories concerning Hoover's conduct during the siege, 
Bransten states that Hoover certainly did not play a prominent part in the defense 
of Tientsin. "It seems logical to deduct that Hoover did what he had to do in 
Tientsin; that as a Quaker he disliked war; that in his contempt for the Chinese, 
he cared nothing for the issues involved ~~ he later referred to the Boxer movement 
as tone of those unaccountable emotional upheavals that sweep the Orient from time 
to time.! To Hoover the siege of Tientsin was a nuisance and an opportunity; he 
was in China to accomplish one thing, of central importance to his future, to get 
control of the Kaiping mines for Moreing. Hoover was never easily diverted from 
his main purpose; the Boxer uprising placed Chang under almost irresistable pres- 
sure and Hoover was quick enough to seize his chance. If circumstances forced him 
to cooperate in the defense, he undoubtedly did so. No proof has been offered and 
Hoover's character makes it unlikely that he should suddenly be paralyzed by physical 
fear; but it is just as improbable that, with so mech on his mind, he did more 
than his share toward the defense of the settlement,'!! 
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CHAPTER VIT 


: Four Continents: January, 1906 -- August, 1914 


. Only fragmentary drafts of portions of this chapter are available. 
On the draft of page 174, the biographer points out that throughout the decade 
1904 to 1914 Herbert Hoover had grown in authority. He continues, "His shyness 
(often mistaken for modesty) did not wear off, though he was outspoken and 
aggressive enough in a director's meeting. Socially, he remained painfully 
ill-at-ease, almost surly, his manner pedantic and heavy until he was reassured 
or in a small intimate group with whom he felf at ease. Then he was inclined 
to dominate, to expand, to tell anecdotes with a laborious wit, spiced by 
sharp comments, rarely humorous, but perceptive and tinged with cynicism. His 
charm was persuasive when he talked to one or two persons; he had only stiffness 
‘ and a haughty coldness when he was in the presence of a larger group. He was 
“inclined to display his penchant for the academic, the learned -- a pretension 
“Ke shared with so many’ self-made men," 


There are available fragments of an extremely rough draft of material 

Gealing with the manipulations of mining stocks, which it is believed is 
intended to be a part of this chapter. A part of this material deals with 
"Exploiting a-holding company: the London and West Australian Exploration 
Company, Limited." The biography states that Moreing set up this company, which 
had numerous functions, all of them designed to cushion the risks taken by 
Moreing and his fellow directors as well as to assure these "insiders" the 
maximum opportunity for a handsome profit. It is stated that shareholders 

in the Exploration Company were often victimized by having shares with a 
‘doubtful future and shares doomed to depreciation dumped on the holding company. 
More promising holdings owned by the company were frequently sold to the private 
account of the directors and "insiders" just before a large dividend payment 
fell due or on the eve of a significant market rise. The biographer states 

"the holding company device permitted 'insiders! like Moreing to dump securities 
into the laps of ordinary shareholders -- the 'idiots' as Hoover called them." 
When the securities depreciated, the loss was borne by others; when the securi- 
_ ties appreciated and yielded dividends, Moreing and his group bought them back 
"tat a reasonable price" and pocketed the profit. 


There is also a section captioned, "Salting Mines and Rigging the 


Market; the Boulder Perserverance Gold Mine." Another section is captioned "Price 


Fixing by Cartel Agreement; The Zine Corporation." It is stated that in 1909, 
Hoover met with the directors of German, English, French, and Belgian zine 
companies to draw a Cartel Agreement, curtailing world zine production in order 
to maintain high prices and that the Cartel functioned until the outbreak of 
World War I, It is stated that, of all the projects in which Hoover was 
interested, none brought him better returns, 


Another section is captioned, "Squeezing Out Small Investors; The 
Oroya-Brownhill Gold Mining Company." It is stated that this company was a 
holding company used by Hoover and George P. Doolette in much the same way as 
Moreing had used the London and West Australian Exploration Company. .- 


CHAPTER VIIT 


Belgian Relief: August, 1914°-- April, 1917 


There is available a rough draft of pages 180 through 210, It 
appears to be a complete rough draft of this chapter. The biographer states 
. that in 1914, Hoover's understanding of economics was still rudimentary, "a 
crude mixture of popular theories plus deductions from his own experience," 


In this chapter the biographer attempts to develop the Marxist 
approach to the causes of World War I, and begins to develop the connection 
between Herbert Hoover and "American imperialism, The biographer states 
that Hoover recognized no serious danger in the rapid rise of industrial 
productivity in Germany, though this expansion came at a time when the world | 
markets were dominated by the British. Germany could produce more cheaply and 
efficiently than‘ the British, but Hoover did not realize this fact created 
an insoluble contradiction, Hoover failed to grasp the growing danger of a 
world where the markets had been divided in a way that no longer satisfied 
the ambitions or needs of powerful rivals. 


The biographer states that in the imperialist era, "war was inevitable." < 
It is stated, "Hoover erroneously thought capitalist competition concerned only 
private enterprisers, but, in reality, nations fought for markets as part of 
their struggle for existence. In August, 1914, therefore, he recognized only 
the superficial, immediate causes -~ the killing of Archduke Ferdinand, the 
violation of Belgian neutrality, the compulsion of alliances." 


The ‘biographer states that, ironically, Hoover had helped prepare the 
war which now amazed him by helping to build British imperialism, 


The biographer indicates that the choice of Herbert Hoover to head 
Belgian relief was a happy choice and gives unstinted praise to the manner in 
which Herbert Hoover handled the relief project. ~ 


It is indicated in the biography that Hoover was neutral at the start 
of the war, but gradually came to desire an Allied victory and finally concluded 
that the United States mst prevent a German victory. "Hoover had learned at 
college, and he had re-learned during his years in the Orient, the need to guard 
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the capitalist world against the ever-present menace of what Mrs. Stanford 

had called, 'the lowest and vilest elements of socialism.' The United States 
alone could exercise the moral leadership to bring the war to a rapid and 
satisfactory end and to supervise a peace that would assure the preservation 

of the democratic profit system against the mob-rule of socialism. Having 
convinced himself, Hoover exerted his growing influence to bring about immediate 
and full~fledged American intervention." 


CHAPTER IX 


Washington, D. C.: May, 1917 -- November, 1918 


The portions of this chapter which are available are fragmentary. 
It appears that in this chapter the biographer is attempting to develop the 
Marxist view of world economy during World War I. The chapter deals with 
Herbert Hoover's food administration in the United States while the United 
States was at war. 


It is one of the themes of this chapter that it was Hoover's aim to 
avert danger to the capitalist system from socialism by keeping the standard 
of living sufficiently high to prevent real discontent among the people. 
Hoover's main purpose was to maintain a steady flow of all food supplies to 
avoid disastrous shortages and to keep prices within safe limits. He had not 
forgotten the lessons he learned in Europe from'1914 on. If prices rose, 
the working people would inevitably demand higher wages; strikes would follow 
to force wage rises and strikes meant disorder and a diminution of national 
efficiency. Hoover feared the organization of workers to win wage increases 
and the establishment of high wage standards which could not easily be lowered 
at the end of the war. Struggle built the wmions; strong unions reinforced 
the ability of workers to hang on to gains won during the war emergency, after 
. the emergency had ended. 'One looming shadow of this war is its drift toward 
socialism,' Hoover gloomily informed delegates to a National Chamber of 
Commerce convention. Socialism -- the enemy of capitalism —- feeding on the 
anarchy of workers insisting on higher and higher wages to offset a higher and 
. higher cost of living. If the workers! demands were confronted by a refusal 
of employers to grant greater wages, the resultant turmoil might well build 
the power of the unions in relation to the capitalists." 


"Hoover realized, more than most Americans who had not learned the . 
lessons in Europe, that the war had profoundly disillusioned the workers in 
all allied countries -- and in Russia had actually spawned revolution. Social 
unrest was dangerously contagious. Hoover did not expect a revolution in the 
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United States during or after the war, miess the great capitalists foolishly 
aroused profound unrest among the people and wmless wide-spread socialism in 
Europe spread among the American workers.....As a safeguard against socialism 
itwas necessary to-maintain a reasonable standard of living, to reach agreements 
with the leadership of the American Federation of Labor stabilizing wages, to 
keep prices within bounds, to persuade workers that a friendly government would 
guard their welfare.....Once the workers! class seriously asked what benefits 

they could expect as a class from the world struggle for markets, the consequences 
could be appalling. ‘So long as food was afficiently plentiful, so long as the 
suffering was not too severe, the a~political American working class would con— 
tinue to work and fight with no more’ general opposition than superficial grumbling." 
The biographer also intimates that certain sections of American industry profited 
inordinately during the war. 


CHAPTER X 


Food for Europe: November 1918 -- July, 1923 


In this chapter the biographer develops the theme that Herbert Hoover 
used food as a weapon to save Europe from Bolshevism and socialism. He develops 
the making of the peace along Marxist lines. According to the biographer, Hoover 
once stated that the whole of American policies during the liquidation of the 
Armistice was to do everything it could to prevent Europe from going Bolshevik. 
The biographer asserts that wherever the American Relief Administration granted 
relief, reactionary and socially. backward states of an anti-Soviet character 
flourished, "ready at the word of the master powers to attack Russia." He 
points out that much later Finland, Rumania, Bulgaria and Hungary joined Hitler 
in the war against the Soviet Union, and Poland's refusal to permit Soviet troups 
to cross Polish borders to resist the Nazi invasion prepared the war for Hitler's 
assault on Eastern Europe. 


CHAPTER XT 


National Politics: September, 1919 -— March, 1921 


Only fragments of rough drafts of this chapter are available. The 
chapter begins with a discussion of. conditions in the United States after the 
war from a Marxist standpoint. 


es 


There are also available portions of rough drafts of what appears 
to be an additional chapter of’ the biography. Inasmuch as no draft of page 1 
is available, the number and title of the chapter cannot be determined. However, 
the chapter deals with President Coolidge's completion of Harding's unexpired 
term as President upon the latter's death and with the succeeding Coolidge 
administration subsequent to Calvin Coolidge's election as President. 


The biographer states that Coolidge pledged himself to carry out 
the policies of Harding and retain the Harding Cabinet. In Herbert Hoover, 
according to the biographer, Coolidge recognized an invaluable aide, a 
practical economist whose energy and willingness to take on new tasks amazed 
the President. The rest of the Cabinet members were not important; Mellon, 
Hughes and Hoover set the pace and, with the President, established policy. 


The biographer makes reference to the numerous scandals which broke 
during the Harding administration and asserts that Coolidge weathered the storms 
arising therefrom by a policy of silence and by persuading Congressmen and 
political leaders that the Republican Party should not be blamed for the mis~ 
deeds of a few men. 


The biographer states that those who objected that Coolidge, along 
with Hoover, Mellon and Hughes, had been present at the Cabinet discussions 
when oil properties were handed over to Fall, and therefore must have been in- 
formed of the flagrant steals, were brushed aside as carpers seeking to discredit 
their betters for their own political advantage. ‘Like his fellows, Hoover pre~ 
tended that the scandals had never occurred. He who so eagerly pronounced on 
almost every issue of national interest regardless of which department of 
government ostensibly had jurisdiction, never mentioned the looting. It was 
hard to believe that the best informed man in Harding's Cabinet had been ignorant 
of the deals and the bribes -~ but in this case, Hoover was ostentatiously : 
uninformed. He had evidently felt no responsibility to stop the thievery when 
it occurred; he had enough to do handling his ow job without acting as the 
conscience of the Harding administration. He had seen "insiders! operate 
before at the expense of the "Noutsiderst; he-kept his own hands clean and his 
ears and eyes closed. Of course, some were horrified at the spectacle of 
Hoover, along with Hughes and Mellon, serving in a Cabinet side by side with 
the corrupt and the evil and still apparently willing tto look the other way 
while the Falls and the Daughertys get to work ..... they will find some good 
reason deduced from the Constitution and the eternal political verities to 
discourage the investigations and denounce the investigators ..... they will 
associate the perpetuation of the Republican Party, based on a loyal comradeship 
between its Daughertys and Hugheses, with the safety of the Republic, and will 
condemn its opponents as lawless radicals and as malignant fomenters of 

‘treason, anarchy and heresy!.% 


According to the biographer, Herbert Hoover welcomed the chance to 
prove himself a loyal Party man in the 1924 campaign resulting in Coolidge'ts 
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election. He spoke against the program of public ownership of utilities ad- 
vocated by Robert La Follette, the independent candidate for the Presidency. 
"Socialism may have a place with some of the nations of Europe because of their 
failure to provide freedom, opportunity, and service. It has no place with us 
eseoe We have today in America the widest extended and most efficient utility 
services in the world," Mr. Hoover is quoted as having said. 


Hoover, according to the author, approved the electrical industry's 
fight against public ownership with its impressive list of 860 cities said 
to have owned public utilities which they were ultimately forced to sell or 
junk. The list contained names of towms that had never operated utilities 
and many of the designated "failures" still operated successfully. "But in 
so crucial a campaign, accuracy must be considered a ‘luxury. Hoover and the 
Electric Light Association were not Squeamish over methods -- so long as they 
were able to make the public understand the real issue, 


; The biographer asserts that Hoover further contributed to the campaign 
by restricting La Follettets use of radio facilities, "at least La Follette 
charged the Secretary with discrimination.! Hoover allegedly replied that ha 
Follette had been treated with consideration equal to that given other candidates 
and pointed out that each radio station had the privilege of accepting or re~ 
jecting programs. "But Hoover knew that he was evading the issue: free elections 
made imperative an equal allotment of radio time to all candidates, and even 
though Hoover denied that the major stations discriminated against Ta Follette, 
the denial did not alter the fact. Officially, it was Hoover's responsibility 
to see that La Follette obtained time equal to that granted to his Democratic and 
’ Republican opponents. In practice, Hoover found excuses not to bear down too 
heavily on the network directors ~ so long as the Progressives were the 
sufferers,"! 


After Coolidgé's election Hoover urged him to appoint Curtis De 
Wilbur Secretary of the Navy. Wilbur was the brother of the President of 
Stanford University, "Hoover's staunch admirer. According to the author, 
Hoover also influenced the appointment of William Jardine as Secretary of 
Agriculture, Secretary Wallace having died. It is asserted that Hoover's 
influence in the Department of Agriculture aroused strong protests from the 
farm belt and that complaints were frequent that "There is more Hoover in the 
administration than there is Coolidge. . 


The biographer asserts that Hoover performed a special function 
within the Coolidge administration in that he was the only one of the Cabinet 
members who bridged the chasm between the realities of the money age, which 
men called the Coolidge boom, and the sentimentalities by which men lived. 


The President was too literal mimed and too limited in his under- 
standing to do more than rejoice in the profit making drive of monopoly. 
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Andrew Mellon was content to make money for the substantial stockholders of 
the "United States Incorporated." The other Cabinet members were "routine 
political hacks" with the exception of Frank Kellogg. 


"Only Hoover had a more profound comprehension. During his London 
years he had learned that it was stupid to rub men's noses in the realities of 
&@ profit making society. The business of America might well be business, as 
Coolidge said; yet it was far better to picture America in terms of efficiency 
and service, in terms of winning a new civilization built on applied science and 
bringing with it cleanliness, ease, comfort, the beauty of functionalism. 
America had freed itself from the futility of backward unmechanized Turope, 
substituting for the frustrations of the past the enlightenment of mechanical 
‘progress, !! 


The author states that the reality of the private enterprise system 
was its dependence on profits and its essential purpose was to amass money. 
The World War, the stbsequent depression, and the boom that followed increasing~ 
ly narrowed the control of the means of production. Prosperity was real enough 
for those who controlled the means of production, but, in proportion to the 
population, this number was small indeed. Most of the people believed the 
nation was happy, but few shared the profits and most Americans were deceived 
by the general air of prosperity which surrounded them but through which they 
did not benefit. The illusion of being better off than ever before was wide~ 
spread. "Thus, the fact of the twenties was the enormous profits; the illusion 
was that the average man with average intelligence shared these profits and in 
consequence participated in the joys of the highest civilization yet known to 
the world, 


"Hoover did much to provide the rationale. (Calvin Coolidge was at 
best a rural clown in high office, never the nation's leader.....The provincial 
in the White House was useful, but he lacked the culture and the vision to 

‘provide imperialist America with an acceptable ideology....How much better 
Hoover's adept reasoning -~ the Secretary spoke of ideals, of the need to take 
the money (to be realized by payment of the war debts) out of the hands of the 
backward Europeans who would use it to buy armaments and restore it to-the 
American people who would spend it on schools, hospitals, motor roads, new 
post offices and to reduce the public debt ..... Hoover ..... was not 
interested in the dollars and cents, but rather in international relations, 
justice, good faith, peace, prosperity for all, 


"Hoover stood as the archetype of the new civilization, the Great 
Engineer who brought dignity to the twenties. He was the matter-of-fact 
poet of the vitamin diet. He was the prophet of the shining kitchen, equipped 
with household aides to free women from the age-old slavery of housework. He 
was the philosopher in politics..... for the twenties, Herbert Hoover 
expounded the cult of rationality. The United States, though often misunder-— 
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stood, brought mankind the balm of efficiency, a mechanized and industrialized 
paradise. Profit was not the deepest motivation of imperialism but only its 
superficial aspect; spurring the export of capital and the search for new 
markets was an altruistic desire to share the new civilization with all, re- 
gardless of race or geography. Hoover gave Americans something to believe 

ins; to monopoly, he added the gloss of virtue e.cceccccvccccsccsceeee in the era 
_of monopoly domination when the United States was handed over without demur to the 
great corporations; in the era of the export of capital, immense profits, 
speculation, and boom when the United States for the first time fully asserted 
its imperialist desire to dominate the markets of the world; in the era when 
American trade and investment strove for a prominent position in every continent 
at the expense of its rivals, particularly at the expense of Great Britain ~ ~ 
in this era of the Golden Decade, Hoover decked American ambition in morality." 


The author states that Hoover emerged as the most able figure of the 
Coolidge administration and that he took on the difficult task of aiding 
monopoly to consolidate while providing the spiritual justifications for every 
accretion of power. In Hoover's mind "liberty! was a conception invariably 
linked with the right of monopoly to privilege. States! rights, he was fond of 
pointing out, were the bulwark of this liberty; on the other hand, federal 
regulation with its centralization of authority threatened the nations very 
survival. 


The author asserts that throughout the Golden Decade Hoover defended 
the huge corporations. 


The biographer states that Hoover opposed Congressional sentiment 
favoring government operation of Muscle Shoals and indicated that he would 
like to see Muscle Shoals developed by Henry Ford. ‘Congress rejected what 
some called Ford's tattempted steal! but Hoover and the administration stopped 
all the schemes for federal operation." 


The biographer relates alleged activities of Hoover, late in the 
Harding administration, when he had assisted the American beet sugar monopoly 
in the raising of sugar prices. He allegedly negotiated with Cuban sugar 
producers to cut the worldts’supply and create an effective control by 
American producers. He issued a statement warning housewives against im- 
pending shortages with the result that consumers rushed to buy and prices 
rose steeply. Hoover, finding himself blanied for the increased cost of 
living finally instructed Dr. Julius Klein, Director of the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce, to take the blame. 


With regard to the export of American capital to Europe, the author 
alleges that Hoover expressed enthusiasm over the Dawes plan ‘which primed 
Germany with fmerican dollars and allowed German industrialists to resume 
profitable production. Every dollar spent in Germany was a bulwark against 
Bolshevism; every dollar helped build a Germany capable of defending Europe, 
and therefore the western world, from socialism." 
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Chapter XIV 


we 


Nomination and Election: February 1928 — March, 1929 


Only a part of this chapter is available in rough draft form, This 
part, consisting of sixteen pages, ends with the nomination of Herbert Hoover : 
for the Presidency. 


The author states that Herbert Hoover set out vigorously to secure 
delegates on a national scale and privately interpreted President Coolidge's 
statement that he did not choose to run as definite withdrawal from the 1928 
campaign. The biographer states that Hoover sought to give the impression that 
he knew Coolidge's mind and enjoyed his full confidence. He states that 
Coolidge was privately bitterly resentful of Hoover's strength and began to 
jeer at him as the "wonder boy" and the miracle man, According to the 
biographer, Coolidge in spite of his statement desired the PROSE RenCy, again 
and was secretly very bitter at Hoovers . 


The delegates to the Republican Convention began gathering at Kansas 
City the second week in June. There was a rumor that Secretary of the Treasury 
Andrew Mellon would make an important statement on his arrival in Kansas City. 
Et was expected that he would bring a message directly from the White House 
opening the way for a "Draft Coolidge™ movement. Mellon made no statement and 
William Vare, "Powerful Pennsylvania Boss," summoned reporters and predicted 
that the 79 Pennsylvania votes would be delivered to Hoover, The biographer 
states that Coolidge on hearing of Vare's coup collapsed, 

-The next day, as the convention was called to order, the President 
was on his way to the summer White House in Wisconsin. All hopes of a . 
convention demand for a third term had ended. Coolidge had out=maneuvered 
himself. Sick and bitter, he turned his back on the convention which forgot him 
for the "wonder boy." 


The biographer states that the sessions at Kansas City were without 
drama and the convention was "the greatest exhibition of cowardice, hypocrisy 
and stupidity in convention history." 


When the balloting for nominations opened Hoover received a large 


majority on the first ballot and his victory was declared unanimous by acelamation 


with only. "slight dissent." 


. The biographer states that the nomination had been granted Hoover by 
the reactionary wing of the party, "by Vare and the Ohio gang," ; 
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In the foreword Herbert Hoover is characterized as a Fascist. 
Bransten states: "The danger of Fascism ends only when its disciples have 
been obliterated politically and socially, as well as on the field of battle," 


Chapter I deals with Hoover's life as a boy at West Branch, Iowa. 
His boyhood is characterized as unhappy and painful, leaving him a brooding, 
solemn lad. His father, an ineffectual rebel against Quaker restrictions, 
and his mother, a deeply, even fanatically, religious woman, died when he 
was small, making it necessary. for him to live with relatives. 


Chapter II deals with Hoover's life in Oregon, most of which was 
spent under the guardianship of his uncle, Dr. John Minthorn. Minthorn 
is characterized in the biography as greedy and cruel. His effect upon 
Hoover was to make him even more moody, sullen and taciturn. 

Chapter TII deals with Herbert Hoover'ts life at Leland Stanford 
Junior University. His all: ged difficulties with the English language are 
continually referred to. It is stated that he talked in a tongue-tied, 


/, faltering and uneasy way and that tthe shied away from words as though he 
“ Gisliked and distrusted the taste of them.!" 


oH Considerable space is devoted to the effects of the philosophy 
/ and teachings of Dr. David Starr Jordan upon Hoover. According to the 
) biography, Jordan felt that it was wrong to waste compassion on the victims 
“ ‘of the enterprising. The impoverished were responsible for their fate since 
they were inferior in character and energy and in their souls and to offer 
charity to these miserable dupes of their own depravity only bred further 


incompetence and laziness. Dr, Jordan, however, distinguished between tthe 
Lord's poor't and 'tthe Devil's poor." 


The Lord, according to Dr. Jordan, has sympathy for poverty caused 
by sickness, misfortune, 


; lack of training or lack of power, while the Devil 4 
claims those sunk into pauperism caused by indiscriminate giving and getting 
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something for nothing. The lesson to be drawn from Dr. Jordan's teachings, 
according to Bransten, is that the competitive system is ordained by God 
and Natures; socialism, which is nothing less than the community of property, 
breeds pauperism, and its result is debilitation and degeneracy. 


The biographer adds: "Herbert Hoover took this wisdom to heart, 
adding his own logical deductions that to the strongest belong the spoils, 
and the struggle for personal fortune, by whatever means the struggle is 
advanced, is the healthy way of life, the opposite of degeneracy. It is 
a tribute to Dr. Jordan that after Hoover amassed his impressive personal 
fortune he refused ever to give alms to those who asked for help until he 
had investigated the supplicant's background and the reason for his despera- 
tion. If in Hoover's judgment the man were worthy, then Hoover offered him a 
job so that the man and his family could eat bread earned honestly and in a 
self-respecting manner. But if he turned out to be one of Dr. Jordan's paupers, 
Hooverdid not give aid to the ‘Devil's poor'.! 


According to the biography, Dr. Jordan also taught that some men, 
for instance the yellow races, are born inferior. The student magazine and 
newspaper at Stanford approved the doctrine of innate inferiority and printed. 
innumerable stories illustrating the "dishonesty", "lack of cleanliness" and 
"moral laxity" of the Chinese, the Negroes, the Jews, and the immigrants from 
Southern and Eastern Europe. Since the rising labor movement appealed to 
such "dangerous" elements, labor unions were considered-a menace to the free 
spirit and free enterprise that had built the United States into a great 
natione 


Chapter V of the biography deals with the successful efforts of 
Herbert Hoover to obtain possession of the mines and properties of the Chinese 
Mining and Engineering Company for Bewick Moreing and Company, a British 
organization. According to the biographer, Hoover took advantage of Chang 
Yen-Mao of the Chinese company when the latter was placed under protective 
arrest during the Boxer Rebellion and had been ordered executed by the Provost 
Marshall. After the order for his execution was countermanded, Hoover per- 
suaded Gustav Detring, Chang's trusted adviser, to put pressure on Chang to 
turn the properties over to a British company. Chang was not in a position 
to bargain and gave Detring the power of attorney to handle the property of 
the Chinese company as he saw fit in the interest of the shareholders. ‘Hoover 
then persuaded Detring to transfer to him, Hoover, as agent for Moreing, all 
of the properties of the Chinese Mining and Engineering Company. 


This chapter points out Hoover'szalleged contempt for the Chinese 
and the fact that although he was paid by Chang, he was primarily a scout 
for Moreing. It also raises some question as to Herbert Hoover's conduct 
during the siege of Tientsin while the Boxer Rebellion was in progress. 


-2=— 


4 : : 
ute Os Rg @ 


The biographer relates a story allegedly told by General Smedley D. Butler 
of the United States Marines, who at the time of the Boxer Rebellion was 

a lieutenant in the relief detachment that lifted the siege of Tientsin. 
According tothis story, Butler found one man cowering in a cellar among 

the frightened women and crying children and kicked him into the street. 

He did not know this man's name but someone later said that the man was an 
engineer named Hoover. Bransten professes to doubt this story, stating that 
Hoover's character makes it unlikely that he should suddenly be paralyzed 
by physical fear. 


Through the technical surveillance being maintained on the residence 
of Richard Bransten in Westport, Connecticut, it was learned on August 31, 
195, that Bransten had found the story concerning General Butler and Herbert 
Hoover while reading the April 30, 195, copy of the news letter "In Fact! 
which is published by George Seldes and which was originally established by 
Seldes and Richard Bransten. Through this source it was learned that Bransten 
contacted George Seldes and requested the source of these data and was advised 
that Seldes had obtained them from General Butler and that Seldes also had 
three letters concerning the matter from Paul Comley French and two other 
individuals. French was said to have worked with General Butler for several 
years as his press man. Bransten requested permission to use the letters and 
data in his biography of Herbert Hoover inasmuch as the only evidence he had 
concerning the matter was obtained from a book by one Hamill whom Bransten 
characterized as a liar. Bransten said that it was his intention to document 
with evidence the statements made in his biography of former President Hoover 
as he had to be "very cardul of what he writes.' ; 

Seldes recalled that the words "I kicked his ..... and him into the 
street. I did not know his name nor did I carewho that coward was. Someone 
said later that man was an engineer named Hoover," were the very words he had 
been told by General Butler and immediately after the interview with Butler, he 
had written a memorandum on the matter for future reference and was positive 

that it was correct. Seldes expressed pleasure in being able to assist Bransten 
in this regard and at Bransten's request, unqualifiedly gave his permission to 
be used as the source of these data and volunteeréd to obtain authority from 
Paul Comley French for Bransten to use the data which French had suppliede 


"ttn Fact't for April 30, 1945, contains a story prompted by the death 

. of Lieutenant Colonel Henry Leonard who reportedly was counsel for Major General 
Butler when the latter faced court martial for an alleged insult to Mussolini. 
In 1931 in a speech in Philadelphia, General Butler repeated a story previously 
told by Cornelius Vanderbilt to the effect that while Mussolini and Vanderbilt 
were driving through ah Italian town, Mussolini ran over a child and then stated 
Never look backward, Vanderbilt. What is one life in the affairs of state?" 
Butler in his speech called Mussolini a wild, mad dog and President Hoover 
ordered the Secretary of the Navy to prefer charges against Butler. The story 
in "In Fact" quotes the railroad weekly "Labor" as stating that nothing came of 
the proceedings after Butler and Leonard had indicated their determination to 
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ttn Fact" states that General Butler indicated he did not think 
President Hoover would ever let the case come to trial. "Hoover sent his 
aide to me, 'said Butler.' I said: put me on the stand and you'll hear the 
story of the Boxer Rebellion,"* It is stated in "In Fact that General Butler 
was released almost immediately. The story is then told concerning Butler 
finding a man cowering among the women and children in the cellar in Tientsin. 


Chapter VEI of the biography is not available in complete forms 
There is considerable material available which apparently is intended as a 
part of this chapter and which deals with the manipulation of mining stocks 
through the operation of holding companies, salting and rigging mines, price 
fixing by Cartel Agreement and the squeezing out of small investors. This 
material deals with methods by which Herbert Hoover and his associates allegedly 
profited as “insiders, and it is asserted that the holding company device 


permitted "insiders" to dump securities into the laps of ordinary shareholders ~- 


the "idiots" as Hoover called then. 


Chapter VEI£ is concerned with Hoover's activities in connection with 
Belgian relief. His handling of the relief situation is highly praised, The 
biography develops the Marxist view of the causes of World War I and states 
that in 1914 Hoover's understanding of economics was rudimentary and crude and 
that Hoover saw only the superficial causes of the war. It is stated that 
Hoover had helped prepare the war which now amazed him by helping to build 
British imperialisn, - 


Chapter FX is also fragmentary and develops the biographer's Marxist 
view of world economy during the war. This chapter deals with Herbert Hoover's 
food administration in the United States during World War T and brings out 
the theme that it was Hoover's purpose to protect capitalism and avert the 
danger of socialism by keeping the standards of living sufficiently high to 
prevent real discontent. It is the author's claim that under Hoover's adminis— 
tration of the food agencies some sections of American industry profited ex- 
cessively during the war. 


A part of Chapter X is available and deals with Hoover's administra- 
tion of relief in Europe after the war. It is the theme of this chapter that 
Hoover used food as a political weapon to save Europe from Bolshevism and 
Socialism. 


Only fragments of Chapter XI are available. This deals with the be- 
ginning of the Hoover political career after World War I and commences with a 
discussion of conditions in America after the war from a Marxist standpoint. 


: There are also available portions of rough drafts of what appears 
to be an additional chapter of the biography. Inasmuch as no draft of page one 
is ayailable, the number and title of the chapter cannot be determined. The 
‘chapter deals with President Coolidge's completion of Harding's unexpired term 
as President and with the succeeding Coolidge administration subsequent to 
Calvin Coolidge's election as President, : 


In this chapter the biographer attempts to associate Hoover with the 
scandals of the Harding administration by pointing out that he was a member of 
the Cabinet but evidently felt no responsibility to stop the thievery when it 
occurred. The biographer states that some were horrified at the spectacle of 
Hoover, Hughes and Mellon serving in a Cabinet side by side with the corrup and 
the evil and still apparently willing "to look the other way while the Falls and 
the Daughertys get to work." This chapter deals generally with Hoover's 
activities as Secretary of Commerce, , 

A portion of a draft of Chapter XIV is available, which deals with 
the nomination of Herbert Hoover for the Presidency of the United States. In 
this chapter the biographer intimates that although Calvin Coolidge stated 
he did not choose to run, he desired in fact to be drafted for another term 
in the Presidency. Hoover, however, took him at his word and began to 
secure delegates for himself at the forthcoming convention, The biographer 
claims that Hoover obtained the nomination from the reactionary wing of the 
Republican Party. : 
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Pursuant to your request, there is attached hereto a comprehensive 


summary of pertinent information available with reference to Richard Bransten, 
who writes under the pen name of Bruce Minton. He was active in the New York 
area from April, 1935 to November 1, 191, at Washington, D. C., from November 1, 
191 to April 1, 1944, at Los Angeles, California, from April 1, 194k to about 
June 15, 195, and has been active in Westport, Connecticut, and New York since 
that time. While in Los Angeles, he was West Coast editor of New Masses. 

SO errvevs & 


he wey 
Richarefransten ‘vas both Feorvary 2h, 1906, at San Francisco, California. 
He claims to hold a Degree of Bachelor of Arts in English literature from Harvard 
University and to have studied English literature for thirteen months at Leland- 
Stanford University. Passports were issued to him for travel in-several European 
countries on December 20, 1926, April 26, 1933 and August 6, 1937. The last men=,_ 
‘tioned passport was issued in connection with his employment in Spain to gather ae 
material for publication. 


! He married Louise Rosenberg on June 1, 1929. and has ‘a son 

Ll this marriage. Louise Bransten divorced the subject at Reno, Nevada, 
uly 26, 1937. Until 195 Louise Bransten and the subject remaine g terms. 
During 1945 they engaged in litigation over the custody of the oes meet 
Richard Bransten obtained custody of the son, after which Louise instituted court 
action in Connecticut to regain custody. A settlement was arrived at whereby 
Bransten retains custody of the son, who is to be permitted to visit Louise on 

. occasions. Louise Rosenberg is the daughter of Abraham Rosenberg, deceased, who 
left an estate of $2,238,000 in 1929. Of this amount $500,000 was left in trust 
for Lowise Rosenberg Bransten, who is a very active Communist and appears to be 
contributing substantial sums to various Communist causes. 


Richard Bransten married Ruth McKenney at New Milford, Connecticut, 
on August 12, 1937. She is the author of "My Sister Eileen," which achieved 
great success as a play and later as a motion picture, and other works. In reff 
cent years she and Richard Bransten have collaborated in writing scripts for m 


; on 

Va pictures.for which they have received considerable sums pof money. Ruth McKenney : 
b Bransténis also a very active and militant Communist. P2g2 G60 0N. [2 2 v/ / 

i ae RECORDED -58 auc aa yong (OA) 
7 Oe Through strictly confidential jNDEXED.- 58 has Ben Tearndly t the 

et subject, under the name of Bruce Minton, held 19h); Communist Political Association’ 

membership card #422) and his wife held 19h CPA membership card #225. The 

Los Angeles Field @ffice has in its possession the original transfer card #10627 

by which Bruce Minton was transferred from the Communist Farty in Washington, D. C. 
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Memorandum for the Director 


to the Communist Party in Hollywood, California, wnrere he was first assigned to 
Branch H of the Northwest Section, He and his wife were subsequently transferred 
from Branch H to the 59th Assembly District Club of the Communist Political 
Association, : 


The ‘subject has been active in the New York area, Washington, D. C., 
Los Angeles, California, and Westport, Connecticut, in activities of the 
CPA and the Communist Party, consisting of attendance at conventions and other 
meetings, recruiting of members, registration of members, instruction of classes, 
propaganda and other like activities, : : 


He hasbeen a member of the National Committee for the Defense of 
Political Prisoners, later known as the National Committee for Peoples Rights, 
the League of American Writers, the American Peace Mobilization, the Schappes 
Defense Committee and the Washington Book Shop. He has delivered innumerable 
speeches and lectures at meetings of the Communist Party and the Communist 


Political Association and before other organizations. 


His contacts include William Z. Foster, Robert Minor, Elizabeth Gurley 
Flynn, Granville Hicks, Adam Lapin, Albert E, Blumberg, Al Lannon, John Howard 
Lawson and other active and important Communists, 


In 1940 he became associated with George Seldes in promoting and pub 
lishing the news letter "In Fact.® 
* In About 1935 he became associated with "New Masses", The "Prospectus" 
of the Peoples Educational Center, Los Angeles, for the spring term of 1945 
indicated that he was an editor of New Masses in 1935~1936, 1938+1940-1941 and 
was Washington editor in 1941-1944. . ; 


During the discussions within the Communist Political Association, which 
arose as a result of the Jacques Duclos letter denouncing the American Communist 
Party for revisionism, the Branstens took an extreme leftist position md demanded 
a revolutionary militant Marxist party. Subsequent to the reconstitution of the 
Communist Party, USA, they were dissatisfied with the policies pursued by New 
Masses, which they asserted were still revisionist. They offered their resignations 
as contributing editors to New Masses and demanded that New Masses publish a 
statement of their reasons. This request was refused, but through the technical 
surveillance maintained on the Bransten residence, it was learned that on March 
22, 1946, Joseph North of New Masses advised Ruth Bransten that her name and the 
name of her husband would be removed from the list of contributing editors. She 
advised North this would be satisfactory to her and Richard Bransten stated he did 
not desire any further connection with New Masses unless he was able to participate 
in its policy making. Information was received indicating that the Branstens had 
left the Communist movement and the Communist Party. It has since been ascertained, 
however, that they remain active members of the Communist Party. 


In addition to his writings in New Masses, Bransten is the author of 
"Men Who Lead Labor", co-authored by John Stuart; "The Fat Years and the Lean", is 
also co-authored by John Stuart, and the "Fascist Menace in the USA." He has 
written for Federated Press and has written several reviews of books and articles, 
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It has been reported that in 1944 the Branstens sold two motion picture 
- stories to 20th Century-Fox Studios, reportedly for $25 3000 each. {Their income for 
1944 was conservatively estimated at $40,000 by the Retail Merchants Credit 
Association in Los Angeles. Considerable financial resources are available to 
the subject through his own resources and those of his wife, Ruth McKenney, and his 
former wife, Louise Rosenberg Bransten. Bransten in 1941 valued his investments in 
st $30,000~$40,000, In connection with the litigation over custody} 
{| Richard Bransten indicated that the litigation was very costly b7c 
and was Forcing into bankruptcy. , F 


Bransten has been engaged in the preparation of a biography of former 
President Herbert Hoover. Since at-least September 20, 1944, he has been assisted , 
in this project by Seymour Bakst, a very active member of the Communist Party in 
the District of Columbia who is in charge of the research work on the biography 
and whose name is to be mentioned in the biography as having been in charge of the 
research. 


‘Copies of rough drafts of a portion of this biography have been obtained. 
through strictly confidential sources. ‘The five-page foreword indicates the purpose 
of the author is to analyze the career of Herbert Hoover who managed to rise from 
a humble origin to a position of international prominence and then in time of crisis 
chose the course of "Fascism." The title of the book apparently will be "Defeat -. 
The Story of Herbert Hoover. The first three chapters deal with Herbert Hooverts 
boyhood and his years at Stanford University. Chapter V is concerned with the 
successful efforts of Herbert Hoover in China to obtain possession of the mines 
and properties of the Chinese Mining and Engineering Company for Bewick, Moreing 
and Company, a British organization. Chapter VII is available only in fragments 
but it is indicated that it will deal with alleged mining stock manipulations by 
Herbert Hoover and his associates, In Chapter VIII, Bransten describes Hoover's 
activities in connection with Belgian relief. Chapter IX deals with Hoover's activities 
in conserving food in the United States during World War I, and Chapter X covers the 
activities of Mr. Hoover in the relief of Europe after World War I. Only a portion of 
Chapter XI is available and the first part is a description of conditions in the 
United States after World War I from a Marxist standpoint. : 


It was learned that the subject wrote to Herbert Hoover after doing con- 
siderable research, informing him he contemplated doing a biography of his life and 
requesting certain background information. Mr. Hoover replied furnishing a list of 
references and stating it was the privilege of anyone in this country to do a . 
biography of anyone he chose and that all the victim could hope for was that it 
would be accurate and truthful, Wr. Hoover asked the subject whether he was still a 
"member of the Communist Political Associationtt and a writer for New Masses.! Tn 
replying, the subject admitted membership in the CPA, whose meetings he attends now 
and then.” He stated he still contributed to New Masses and expressed regret that Mr. 
Hoover had classified himself as a "victim," stating that although his political views 
differed substantially from those of Herbert Hoover, he intended that the biography 
should be both accurate and truthful. 
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Memorandum for the Director 


The technical surveillance on the residence of Richard Bransten dis~ 
closed on June 21, 1946, that Bransten's manuscript of the Biography of Herbert 
Hoover was then in the hands of the publisher, whose telephone number was as~ 
certained through this source to. be Eldorado 5~-3610. The classified section of the 
New York City Telephone Directory discloses that Harcourt, Brace and Company, 

383 Madison Avenue, New York City, has a listed telephone number of Eldorado 
53610. # 


In this connection, it is noted that the Los Angeles Field Office 
previously determined that subject received a letter on March 29 » 1945, from 
Doris Schneider of Harcourt, Brace and Company, Publishers, 383.Madison Avenue, 
New York City, which closed as follows: 'Itts good the Hoover book progresses 
and I well see the San Francisco‘CGonference might have an important bearing on 
your story." The letter stated that the writer had gotten the subject's message . 
to "Frank. It is possible that "Frank" may be Frank Morley. 


The Los Angeles Office, through strictly confidential. means » also 
learned that the subject had in his possession a letter received April 2, 1945, 
from Harcourt, Brace and Company, the signature of which was illegible. Initials 
onthe letter indicated it was dictated by "F. V. M.! who may be Frank Morley. 
The letter requested that Bransten "keep us posted! regarding the’ Hoover book. 


Through the confidential trash cover maintained at the Bransten residence, 
it was learned that one Doris » using the letterhead of Harcourt, Brace and 
Company, New York City, corresponded with Richard Bransten indicating that he had 
apparently requested her advice and assistance in a matter involving the physical 
and mental condition of Mrs. Bransten. Doris stated that, although the letter was 
written on the letterhead of Harcourt, Brace and Company, it was her own typing, 
was without any carbon, and was completely confidential and would remain so. 

‘ Subsequently the Branstens received additional correspondence from Doris advising 
that she had made an appointment with a doctor for them. This Doris is probably 
identical with Doris Schneider,. : 


Agents of the Los Angeles Office, through confidential means >» observed 
a letter received by Mrs. Bransten from Alan CG. Gollins, President of Curtis 
Brown, Lide, 347 Madison Avenue, New York City, containing comments regarding the 
Communist sympathies of the Branstens. The writer inquired: How is Richard 
getting on with the book and when does he think he will be finished. 1 am sending 
all documents to Frank Morley so that he can bring himself up to date on the love 
life of the Branstens.'t The letter indicates that Collins differs with the 
Branstens in his political beliefs. He refers to himself as "a guy who is called 


a reactionary in the liberal circles of ‘New York and a Red in the conservative 
circles of Philadelphia. . 
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‘YWemorandum for the Director 


‘ 


In 1941, the Branstens purchased a residence in Washington, D. C., through : 

Randall H. Hagner and Company, Washington, D. C. The real estate firm ascertained 
that the Dean Witter Company of New York City and Curtis Brown, Lid., 347 Madison 
Avenue, New York City, handled most of the capital investments of Mrs. Richard 
Bransten. Curtis Brown, Ltd., furnished the real estate firm with information 
concerning the income of Mrs. Bransten for the years 1938-1941. , 

Information obbained from the Retail Merchants Credit Association, Los 
Angeles, California, indicated that Nat Goldstone, Los Angeles, and Curtis Brown, 

| Ltd., New York, are agents for the subject and his wife. 


The technical surveillance at the Bransten residence has revealed that 
‘ the Branstens have contacted Alan Collins on several occasions concerning a 
musical comedy in the process of being written by the Branstens. 


Alan G. Collins of Curtis Brown, Ltd., communicated with the Branstens 
on October 11, 1945, concerning a possible transaction related to radio rights to 
Ruth Bransten's story "My Sister Bileen.' : 


The trash cover on the Bransten residence disclosed that on October 26, 
1945, Naomi Burton of Curtis Brown, Ltd., agents for Mrs. Bransten, furnished 
her a copy of a contract covering the Italian volume rights to the story "iy 
Sister Eileen. ‘ 


‘ 
» 


: The Bureauts files contain no derogatory information concerning Alan C. 
Collins. In 1936, he attempted to interest the Director in publishing a book in 
collaboration with Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, who he asserted was an old friend of 
his. This attempt was unsuccessful. In 1943, Mr. Collins communicated with the 
Director to determine whether there was any objection to the publication of portions 
of the Memoirs of Princess Stephanie von Hohenlohe, He was advised on March 1, 

, 1943, that the Attorney General had informed that it was believed that publication 
of the Memoirs should not be permitted, this opinion being based upon the views of 
the State Department, the’ Office of War Information, and the Alien Enemy Control 
Unit of the Department. ‘ 


The records of Dun and Bradstreet, New York City, disclosed that Alan a. 
Collins is President and Treasurer and Nellie Suckerman is Secretary of Curtis 
Brown, Ltd., literary agents, which was chartered in New York “July 15, 1919 = 
With an authorized capital of $200,000. The corporation was organized to act as the 
United States representative of an English company of the same name formed about 
1903 in London, England. Collins controls the stock of the company, the former 
Vice President, Mr. Curtis Brown,having died September 22, 1945. Curtis Brown -= 
Alan Collins, Inc., operating as radio agents and selling plays, sketches and radio 
material, has also been incorporated in New York. In 1939, Curtis Brown, Ltd., 
became a member of the Incorporated Society of Authors Representatives. The 
company acts as agent for authors operating on a ten per cent commission basis 
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Memorandum for the Director 


and representing about OU american and British authors. No financial 
statement is available but the firm maintains an account at the Bank of the 
Manhattan Company, 439 Madison Avenue, New York City. 


The Credit Bureau of Greater New York had no information concerning 
Collins. 


’ As of March, 190, Alan Collins was a Lieutenant, Senior Grade, in the 
United States Naval Reserve, Intelligence Unit, Third Naval District. 


the "Book Find Club," a venture initiated by Joseph Braziller in 192 and 
which has distributed a number of books by Communists. However, the technical 
surveillance on the Bransten residence disclosed on September 16, 196, that 
Braziller probably is not interested in the biography because of Branstens 


= 


expulsion from the Communist Party. 


In this connection the "Daily Worker" of September 12, 1946, carried 
an article indicating that Richard Bransten and his wife had been expelled from 
the Communist Party "for conducting a factional struggle against the line of the 
’ Party and its national leadership." , 


During Bransten's conversation with Seymour Bakst on September 16, 1946, 
as revealed by the technical surveillance, Bransten was approached by Bakst 
with the idea of submitting the biography to the Communist Party for its approval 
before publication. Bransten indicated that he would not do so and inquired 
"who would I let see my book, a Dennis — listen, I want somebody that can read 
or write in the first place and that really hates Hoover. That, I must really 
be convinced about." : 


_ So far as is knom, Bransten has not succeeded in finding a publisher 
for the book as yet. 


Several sources have indicated that the Bransten's are planning a visit 
to France and it has been determined that on August 12, 19h6, they applied for a 
passport to visit France, allegedly on business for Paramount pictures. — 


"New Masses" has stated, however, that Bransten has made the statement 
that Fascism is sure to: - triumph in the United States and that he is leaving 
this country and encouraging others to do so in order to preserve the revolutionary 
forces. 
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by Richard Bransten 
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TO : The Director DATE: January 273$ 19 L 
FROM: De Me Ladd 
ay 


SUBJECT: | RECHARD BRANSTEN, was x 
INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ | 


The New Haven Office has advised the Bureau that it has 
learned through a technical surveillance on the subject's home at 
45 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut, that Bransten advised a 
Miss Fredericks at CIrcle 5-8816 in New York on January 10, 1947, that 
there had been a change in plans so that he now desired reservations 
for’ his entire family on the SS Westerdam (phonetic) on April 20. BeAaahan ¥ . 
told Miss Fredericks that they wished to go as directly as possible to 
Brussels, Belgium. Miss Fredericks advised Bransten that she would try to 
get second class reservations for the entire family. 


This same informant related on January 11, 1947, that Syenstes as 
had advised a friend that he had an application in for a ship leaving on . y | 
April 23, 1947.. _ \! 

The New Haven Office pointed out that since it was believed that Ai 
Bransten and his family would depart for Europe from the Port of New York, 
the New York Field Division was being requested to make appropriate inquiries 2 


in order to ascertain the scheduled date of sailing on or about April 20 to 7 apy | 
25 on the SS Westerdam. a. i 


N 
The New Haven Office also pointed out in their letter that they are N 
aware that Bransten may make arrangements for storage of his papers and Sy 
documents and that they intend to follow this matter closely in order to ~~ 
determine where this is done, if possible, so that access may be had to theme ‘ 
for purposes of photographing them in his absences 
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Office Memorbindum * UNITED sr Mes GOVERNMENT 


. 


TO : DIRECTOR, FRI : DATE: February 3, 1947 


SUBJECT® RICHARD BRANSTEN, was. 
INTERIAL SECURITY - C ae 
Bureau File 100-80068 933479 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated January 5, 1947 requesting = 
information concerning the date of departure of the subject and his 
wife, RUTH)MC KENNEYJERANSTEN for Europe. 


On January 30, 1947nfidential Informant CNHT-38, whose identity 

is known to the Bureau, advised, that RUTH MG KENNEY FRANSTEN advised 0 

HELEN JSELDES , wife of GEOR HLDES, that she, her husband and their ‘\} 

children were sailing for Europe on April 16, 1947 on the "Veendam! Ny 
: whieh docks at Rotterdam Holland. Mrs. BRiWSTEN said that they Have at 
‘ay first class passage on this boat. She also indicated in a later cons x 
2 versation with an individual associated with a travel agency that they 
Lv intend to live in Belgium and will travel by train from Rotterdam, 
Y Holland to Brussels, Belgium. 


EE ~ 


a lirs. FRANSTEN in her conversation with Mrs. SELDES previously referred 
: to indicated that they desire to sail by April 16, 1947 because they 

é, are suppgged to howe se in the U.S.A. in July, 1947 

; in ecooyfnce with arrangements previously made with his mother, ANY 
SG LOULISE.fRANSTEN. Mrs, BRANSTEN indicated that at the present time 37 

a they are without information as to what type of meterial Paramount 


_ Pictures Corporation wants the BRANSTENS to procure while they are in 
Belgium. 
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Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


co TO : DIRECTOR, FEI DATE: February 5, 1947 
FROM : SAC, NEW HAVEN 


SUBJECT: 2 cain eset » Was. Pa 
INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ ee 
Bureau File 100-80068 - : 
Reference is made to telephonic inguiry made by Kir. JACK MUMFOK 


of the Bureau on December 26, 1946 concerning the book which is - &S 
being written by the subject on the life of HER BERSEHOO Re ew 


Confidential Informant CWP-1, whose identity is known to the bureau, 
advised that since the latter part of September, 1946, to the present 
‘time there has been no indication of any additional material being 
written by BRANSTEN for this biography. 


This informant made available the enclosed original and carbon copy 
notes to the aforementioned biography of HERBERT HOOVER, which indi- 
cate that this book is presently in the process of being edited by 


BRANSTEN, ~ 
mG 


In the event that any additional information is made avai Soy the 
aforementioned informant concerning the developme ROO s book, 


this information will be immediately furnished to”the Bureau, 
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Be sure to checkt 1 ~9 
‘ 
Arthur Train's article in Collier's Weekly, Feb 20, 1988 entitled’ 
"The Strapge Attacks on Kr, Hoover." 


(Train évidently wrote some stuff in 1928 on this subject which should 
be found) 


The case in which Hoover was involved is of extreme inportance and must 
be examined with great care, 4 


It is called: 
Case of the-Chines Engineering and Mining Co. Ltd. 
Heard before Mr. Justic Joyce in the High Court of Equity 
January 1905. - 


This case was appealed to the Supreme Court of Judicature. The 
records should be examined-if possible. 


Also, see reference to Hoover in the Congressional Record for 1928 
(use index) inserted by Cong. Arthur Free. 


See American Freeman, edited by “aldeman-dulius of early 1932 (FeQ or Mar)- 
barred from mails. (two editions. Reference Fed Press release 


March ols 193 % are aaa E ree ae 
ee = “4 . ‘ ) : 


The Komence of tne Trewidents ~~ Bessie White Smith, 
Lothron, Lee*k Shepard Co. 19352. Boston 


Pather a blacksmith. 
Brother Theoflors “oover, Sister Mey (twin) 


Wooérow Wikson, His Times and “is Task 
“Wm Allen “hite 


White's Masks in a Pageant. 
The Llliterate Digest -- Will Rogers 
Letters of a self-lMade Man* Rogers 
After the Brawl -- Colliers, Mar 16, 1940 
Vital Speeches, May 15, 1939 
Famous Americans, Second Series, Edited by Warren Fuff and .lidne L.W.Hurf 
' Charles Webb & co, bos Sngeles, Calif. 1941. 
Article in book, entitled "He®bert Hoover," by “rik MweKinkay 
; Briksson, 
Born August 10, 1874 in West Branch, lowa, oc Je-seClark and Hulda 
Mintorn (?) 


Randall (7?) Hoover. Descended from Adnrew hoover, located in 
Maryland as early a s 1740. Married 4ou 4enry of “onterey 1899 
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See It Costs to be President -- Henry L. Stoddard. 
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f this screen-play is one o? great dignity, haunting beauty, 
Ct ee anc: Should S woman whose dearly loved husband has been killed 
in battle find a new love and marry once more? The motion picdure which 
poses this question and answers xxx 
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# Robt S Allen, Why Hoover Faces Vefeat | R-92-H79A1 
Mitchell V Chanely, The Boy's Life of Herbert Hoover x 92 H78Ch 
, Samuel Crowther , The Presidency versus: Hoover 329 ~ U953 
rilalter axe F Dexter Herbert Hoover’ and American Individualism 92 H79 De 
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“Vernon L Kellogg, Herbert Hoover, the “an and Hig Work 92 H79Ke 
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- Walter W Liggett The Rise of Herbert “oover R 92 H79Le 
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Nv Bechofer, BE In Vdnhken's Russia uoiaar Gxse 
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CK Cummingg and W W Petit - Reussian-American Relations 327 73 
Alfred Dennis. “he For Policies of kms Soviet Russia 42°L¥7 
SA Korff Eussian For Relations During the Last Half Centur 32747 Kay 
Frederick Schuman Amer Policy Toward Russia since 1917:38%772 $372 
Amer Relief Admin, Annual Report of the Exee Committee April 4, 1923 

yo «Soviet Econ “olicy by M Litvinoff. 
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* ton, looking very sardonic, follows Smither as hes trots down a small, 
dark, uncarpeted nora corridor to a flight of dirty, narrow, cement 
backsteps. 
| Mie, William im Yenton-- Bill venton-- is a tall, and rather 
heavy-set man under his carefully pressed Brooks Brothers drape suit, 


He has a slow and rather hard-boiled smile, black hair cropped tightly 
' to his head; he's about thirty years old and he takes cares to 
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AMERICA'S MISS SWEETHEART . 
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PART ONE 


le The audience hears a reprise of sweethear t songs in slow 
waltz time as the camera moves over the rooftops of midtown New York: to 
the Advertising Building, Rockefeller Center. A male chprus sings, very 
lush, " Let me call you sweetheart-- the blue of your eyes, the gold of 
your hair-+ call me sweetheart, call me carlin', call me--" The camera 
tilts up to: floor thirty-nine, foes down a long corridor, reads the 
signs on the double doors, " O'Ready, O'Ready, O'Ready and Hoskins, 
Advertising," moves into a fabulous reception room, full of thick carpets, 
moderne furniture, indirect lighting, and a beautiful reception girl 
‘frozen with immense kakk amex hauteur, 

Now the sweethear t mus ic swells up as the camera moves down 
the agency Rails -pansing doors labelled, " Dead-Eye Dick Dept.," and 
" Boraeo Wild Man Dept,," ana " Art Dept,n " 
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- AMERICA'S MISS SWEETHEART 


l. The audience hears a reprise of sweetheart songs in slow 


waltz time as the camera moves over the rooftowms of 
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and " Copy," and several others to a double crinkled glass door lettered, 

" Art, Keep Out, PLEASE." The camera sonores: thie fuddy-duddy sign, pushes 
the door open a crack and goggles at a young lady clad in slacks from the 

ankles to the waist and southern belle decolletage from the qavet to the 

shoulders. She's sitting before a battery of camera s, on a make-shift 


stool, with a parasol coyly framing. her curls and a spray of apple blossonx 
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‘ " then, shuddering, the camera bangs open the reception room doors and takes 
: i 


_ the corridors of the advertising agency at a fast clip. The sweetheart 


songs grow louder, diminish to a background, then swell up again as the 


camera, tours the O'Ready, O'tReady, O'Ready and. Hoskins offices, stopping 
for a look at the Dead-Eye Dick Dept., where, surrounded by revolvers, 
blackjacks, Men Wanted advertisements, Vitavima Breakfast food posters 
and similar local color Dead-Eye Dick himself, aged 49 and on the meek - 
side, dictates to a bored stenographer--",,, an' there Iwas, the Purple 
Gang ready to put me to the fiendish water torture, my rod busted, my 
leg broken, my head drippin't blood-- helpless fellas, simply..." 

The Borneo Wild ian Dept, is next to the Beat lair of Dead-Eye 
Dick, and a tall, prissy Englishman is rehearsing the business for an 


elephant trap almost ( but not quite) ‘closing over the nexk of our 
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on a little ditty entitled, " Lover Come Back to Me, "Mr, Pickell purses » 
up his mouth and snaps to his booth-mate, " I heard somebody tried to 
-pistol radi ase week," . . 

JULIUS bs HOSKINS, a large, handsomely clad, middle abed man 


with a raffish, if not downright dishonest glimmer in 
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" How aif ferent? . Jeanie says bitterly. . } 

Bill sighs his irritation, " Look, the guy im't starving 
@ anything. He's got his discharge pay. He'll get another job, probably 
a better one. For that matter, I think my Daa does business with a big 
drug wholesale house and they'd probably he glad to..." 

" THAT ISN'T THE POINT." Jeanie ‘Dashes aside her coffee and 
utaneieds she leans over: the table and glares at Bill. " He wan ts THIS 
job back, And he's got a right to it? What was he fighting for anyway, 
to get pushed around the very day he gets home? I suppose that's 
democracy, that'se.." 

" You call hitting a cop democracy? " Bill & fighting md 
now himself, " Anarchyiz is more like iti" 

" the cop didn't have any right to kkk arrest him! " Jeanie 
screams back, " so maybe he wasn't so law and orderly according to you 
but believe us brother that's the way democracy works in this country 
and you may call it anarchy but the bill of rights calls it..." 

" T knew we'd get around to that! " M Bill groans. | 


" and why not? 2 Yeanie roars. " Sosvinitixedy xighte xesysviowx 
had a perfect 
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An excited crowd is welcoming home todéy's contingent, twenty or more 

strong, of Akron's returning service men. An airforce hero, his chest 

covered with medals, is being thoroughly kissed by a large number of 


relatives who give kkemx him 
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PART ONE 


Lie On the screen, the words appear: 


" The time is: TOMRROW. The United Nations have won the 


war, ad now, all over America----" 
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De On the screen, the words appear: 


" he time is TOWCEEOQY. The United Hations have won the war 
Fs > 


and, now, all over america-~---" 


De The words fade into the Akron, Ohio, railroad a Gatien, a dank 
and dirty evesore, red-brick under fifty years of black soot. 1t's 5:10 
pom. one fair day in October, and the New York train is whistling in the 
yards. The station master, a white-imstached and irrasicible old fussbudge: 


goes nearly batty 
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ft FDR end Peace edit Aug 26 
be Rendez-ous wits SC Sent .2 
n Trying to Smear FDR edit Sept 30 
m Lippmann and a Nat Gor vept 26 
" \ > Labor Spies and Black Legion ,gune 17 
fn On Labor front Bax 11 
i More Spies on Labor edit Apr 22 
n° Prog and Local Elections cait Oct 21 b 
i Couglin and “emke Seot 16 
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WJ Knox® Editor gnd Sofidier " Fer 18 
ud Talmadge (Our “ene) ; .eb 10 
" Pres Message edit Jan 15 
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Lebour Monthly Notes of the sionth = Jan, Nov, 
Na tion FDR on Radio edit Harch 15 
n Peace Withat Victory edit Jan 16 
" Washinston Veekly ° Jan 30 
z Is FDR on the Run Nov 27 
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t Vir Cuant “ev Agenda for Second Term Winter 
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NY Times ,abor Spics Jan. 27 
" . ACW nay rise a Feb 15 
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Louis Fischer, The Soviets in world Affairs 
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Robert S Allen : : 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


\ Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED oP GOVERNMENT 
ie 


DIRECTOR, F.B.I. DATE: February 7, 1947 
i 
OM : SAC, NEW HAVEN ‘ Vane 
€ A 
SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, with alias ) 


SECURITY MATTER - © 


Information has been received tyononfidential informant .CMT=38 
whose identity is known to the Burea’, that o nuary 27, 1947 
the Subject contacted a Mr. McCLUNY (phonetic) of the Liberty Vare- 
house, New York City, at which time BRANSTEN advised that he is 
sailing on April 16, 1947 and desired an estimate on his household 
goods to be shipped to Brussels, Belgium. 


BRANSTEN indicated, he was shipping pictures, books, private files, 
typewriters, household decorations, linens, blankets, silverware, 
a radio and sound box with records. BRANSTEN also indicated that 
he is interested in storing some of his articles. 


in accordance with previous Bureau instructions in this case, the 
New York Field Office is requested to make a discreet contact at 
the Liberty Warehouse, New York City to make arrangements for an 
appropriate examination of the personal effects of the Subject. 


WEN smd 

100-1128 

cc: New York gs 
ass , Se 


ie oo Te. 
BO FEB 1 1947 
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REPO MADE cBY ; 


_CHARAGTER oF CASE 


STNEERNAL’ SECURITY, pe. yo 


oi Theormant ‘advioss that BAS! fas been. Penoved:; 
oe : from: position .of* ‘Education. Director of local . 


Although, very: inactive. - Passports: ‘dsstied ' to! 
RICHARD’ and RUCHMERANST RN. on Augist 16, 39465 
2 for’ t¥avel’-to Frances” RICHARD: BRANSTEN:.advised: 
oy é State Departaént on November’ bs 1946 that due’: 
to. llness: of shis wife. they would not-go-'to-- * 
“Europe. as anti dipated. but, ome leas Mire. « 
eel 'S Pecoverye ce a ' 2 


Bureau: pins. Nee 100-8006.’ Ban’ “ant : 
“Report. of Spécial: Agetit ‘BERT H. HRACOCK dated 
- Oetober TS. 19463. at: “Washington, D. Os ee 
‘Buréau. letter, to New. ‘Haven: Bield: Div sion 


ae 


ee cie aie oyna cee ge 


‘AD Asiacon, 2 DsGy 


yes : “Gonfidential Tnforiiatt. To advised that “SEYMOUR: BASE heat competed” 
{o> cthe? ibaeardlr work which he was - doing. on ‘behalf ‘of: -RIGHARD : :BRANSTEN in’ the. 

<SDibrary”o ui 1g §, on: Paceube Ag At. the time of: the completion of this, 
m : ous Bd py «SPECIAL AGENT. af = ; 7 2 eS : as 


o” 


3/— New ieee 
= ee Fyela” 


“ft ae 
Site ie : ad uA ee 


ms WFO 1oo~r461, 


t) 


hed -work BEKSE informed : hit he ea to ee a. eacation of dee a month's” ae eee 
_ -duretion but. did. snot indi¢ate, what ‘hte: Plans: were. Following. the Macations. e pee 


A Raia es Oak c Confidential’ Informant’ 122 a ido! ‘ndokmed’ ‘that BAKST: had ‘completed AS tetas 
oe eal ‘the Seseca ‘siork ‘on .thé ‘proposed : ‘pdok abowt’ HERBERT SDAIOOVER. to be written... 00: 
““."*.“by RICHARD BRANSTEN, and had’ goné, on'a vacation. following which it was his a 
‘| dmbention-to engage in, ‘private. business. . With regard to BAKST' present 5 pen # 
Jo. <\ status in the-Commnist Party, informant: stated that as a result of BAKST' 
1." gubseribing to, BRANSTEN's, eriticisn: ‘of ‘the. Communist: Party, he had. been: on Naees 
yt. l., removed from his* position as Education, Director: for* the Communist’ Party’ of . eee 
ee Washington, De Gs; “put, that he had. ‘not. been ‘expelled ‘from the- -Partys The.) - 
ica. |). informant, Stated: that BAKST. now is 4- ‘simple: “rank and: Pile. member ‘and is +: 
ts sosee Es Nery inactive. in Communist, affaitsy having Bractically, dropped: “Eroit’ ‘Blatt: 


a “ Goiitidential Tnigormant 3 318d. ‘aveilebie ‘to ‘Special’ Kent: be. a BUN 
7 NICOLL the. following’ ‘information from the passport: ‘tite: ‘of. the . State pe 8 sedi 
“nént relative.to RICHARD. ‘BRANSTEN ‘and RUTH Mok aMEY EAPRANSTEN: © Foo ay 


io * The: ‘BRANSTENS. on. “august, a2; Bibs ee abpiicat tion: £08 passports’ 
for. the purpose . of - “traveling “£6 .Frandé. on. ‘an “unspecified date: “during: the ©: 
“month | ‘o£ Noveniber, > ‘TOL be “RICHARD BRANSTEN.: was: issued Passport: ‘Noe: T2AIR 
leg n “on August 16,, 19465: and” his. wife was, dissued ‘Passport Now. .125371, on, the Same: 
wes : - date » for. travel tO. France on business: on-behalf of the Paramount Pictures; . 
; “Ines: Biles his’ application. “BRANSTEN.. “indicated thet he had -been in Europe fron. i 
_ February: “to December, 1927,. in: Spain from: Mey’ to November,’ 1933; “and: ie ee 
: ‘France: ‘from “August. to October, ‘1937. The. passport file ‘contained: a‘lebter ! 7” 
‘int ‘supportof ._BRANSTEN! s. application: from, RUSSELL HOLMAN: -Phoduction: Sitscer 
Paratiount’ Pictures; pInce' ‘stating’ that BRANSTEN and: his vite -areundér* ‘con 
tract,“to- Paramount: ‘Pictures until June 143° L947 5.: and - tha't they. desired: to" 
tS gO.b0 ‘France’ to° obtedni ‘material. for a picture. | “The | file’ also contains ce oe es 
+ letter™ ‘from BRANSTEN dated. November. 4S 1946, in-which he’ states, that’ owing © a = 
‘Sto two. opéritions ‘performed: on: his wife-and:to her ‘Confinement in: the Norwalk; ye 
- ~ ,Petineets ont, General : ‘Hospital,’ they. were nov-able- t0- go “bo. -Burope. as. antici— a ook 
¢ “pated but, intended “to proceed. as..soon as: Mrg.: B BRANSTEN' s” condi tion. allowed’: 
her -to travel. ‘The file: reflected’ that RICHARD BRANSTEN’ was “born Februdry 
“Bas “1906, :‘a%. San. Eraticiséo: 3: ‘California, . anid: ‘that’ -his wife > wasborn Novenber : e ve ees 
 .18, 41911; ‘ab Mishawaka, indiande” BUTE, BRANSTEN' s Perercrt sine. nded her: Mee cares 
oe three minor: children. ae ee ee ae Re me ae 
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TAL, ae “Me. WILLARD TERE, Assistaht. L dupetthbennane. Sore 
. Reading. Room,: Library: of Congress - Washington, ‘D.C 
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further sonnet their, identities. 


The above informants Have. been” ‘given. tenpotery ‘symbols’ a 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


“Office Memorandum +» orp states GOVERNMENT 


T 3 gone DATE: 
Lo Director, FBI Feb. 14, 1947 


fe FROM: . s 
j} SAC New Haven . 
SUBJECT: 


RIC. BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY = C 
Bureau File 100+80068 


Reference is made to New Haven letter to the Bureau dated February 7, 
1947 in which additional information concerning the proposed travel plans of the 
BRANSTENS was furnished, ~ an . 


\ 

For the information of the Bureau and the offices concerned, onfiden— 
tial Informant CNH T-38 advised that on February 13, 1947 a Mrs, N& DEABIRSTEN 
Spend of New York City, contacted RUT \SRANSTEN » This inforfeant fur" 
thér “advised that Mrs. BIRSTEN is apparently the* literary agent for Mrs, BRANSTEN, 
Concerning en un-naed book which Mrs, BRANSTEN is presently writing, Mrs. BIRSTEN 
stated that Mrs. BRANSTEN will get a 10% commission for the first 500 copies of 
her new book and 15% thereafter; that she will be given an advance of $3500s Mrs, 
BRANSTEN advised that she would like first to discuss this matter with her husband, 
RICHARD, to determine in what form she should take the money, that is in cash or 
in royalty payments, Iikewise, Mrs. BRANSTEN informed Mrs, BIRSTEN that both she 
and her husband, RICHARD, are short of funds; that she does not know whether 
RICHARD plans to take all their money to Europe with them and cash it in Switzer~_ 
iand or leave it in the United States ami send for it later, Mrs. BRANSTEN fur— is 


ther stated that. RICHARD wants to tie up their money so tha] id ia 


mother will not be able to get possession of ite It will be_recalle t As 
[| mother was a former wife of RICHARD BRANSTEN, 
: . & fi 


sor. 
sora a lbd- Loobg- (41 
100-1128 Lig & : = Kleen 
oo” 15 fep ye 
go” 5 FEB Steg, 


ce = New York (NY 100-7722h) 
Washington Field (WF 100#7461) 
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FBI e&$TUMATIC DECLASSIFICATION E 
DATE 02-12-2010 
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Hederal Burean of Investigation : ee oh ra 
United States Bepartiment of Justice oe ie aks Geet 
Washington Field Division, Room 1706 bas 
Washington, D.C. : ieee 
February 18, 1947 : 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


con Yager Reece 14 
OQ » Le ae ee _ 4 
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mat 
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bea 
Re; RICHARD BRANSTEN, was (Dent eo! 
INTERNAL SECURITY =. CG — Guta Bde vem | 
Bureau file No. 100-80068 Eyer, Peasbe-ece oo 
B etigs Gate tose 
Dear Sir; 5 
e 


‘Confidential Informant 


ie mani Let the Washington Field Division has See 
made available a letter directed by subject to MARY JANE“KEEVEY whois. <7" 
under investigation in the case entitled’ GREGORY, ESPIONAGE - 


CJJ:dmh ~ 
100-7461 


a 
This letter is believed to be of interest and two copies of it fh» sy 
are being forwarded to the Bureau and the New Haven Field Division for ie 
information purposes. 4 
, + Veyy truly yours, e 
eye, cli 
> % Ye wrk rat ; 
2? Wok GUY /MOTTEL 
— sac S a. 
no Fs Ss @ Fel 
“VEG. 2 $ & | 
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RECORDEDS 


‘ je i 
' . a é : 4 . 
Ca er a ge ee ie eee 
ei ee Oe aN aes oan feo ge ee = - 7 ee as cae ae . 3 a ee % 
hen “ = 7 a Poin’ letier 3 ‘means. acs to ‘Rath ne ‘me aoe "2, gous denis more than > 


: 4s readily put down-on paper. ‘Actually, ‘this whole business has been Lar: 
BS _ fron. ‘fan, ° -and we are. given. to, regretting | our vrashness in getting into, ree ; 
ee 8 it when we knew all. along. that we Would’ be ‘out off. from, the: movement ,, eres a ae 
ewes ne we would : be ‘misrepresented, and our inisttakes- would: be used, to hit us. ‘over’. eee _ 
Lees the: head .and’ attempt to destroy’ uss,» However, now we have. some “perspective, '. 
: an "and though: we are :by. no. “‘méans' So: arrogant ‘aS to -beliéve that: everything’ a 
“We said was right: or. even perceptive, we feel” that generally we-Were on rr yg 8 
of thes correct road. But what has worried us more ‘than any other consideration eer | 
cos a. ais: “that ‘friends of: ours, ,people we réspect,. . would think us motivated : only © “ 
5 “by malice’ or ‘ngstiness or fear. . And when. friends: of: OUrs 5% particularly . 
friends - “whom. we have how. ‘seen for: a long time: ard ‘whose experiences . are Le 
$0: different, reassure us that’ even, ny ‘disagreement they do ‘not. ‘consider. - cea 
“sus traitors or deserters; ‘that; means: much. We" have .not* corresponded. with be aaa 
Greg. ‘and Helen. (NATHAN. GRECORTSSLVERMASTER). - =~ soilong -as Greg was. in. o oe ee 
government ‘we. ‘agreed: that it: would: be better not tos We have nob: resumed * 
Meonains gredtings ‘and keeping. ‘in touch, but not politically because ® a. & 
‘[letters. to “them -may:. be>: efibarrassing. ». We ‘worried’ about :then more than" ee Rone 
a aby “other: people.’ . As- you. know, we. Adve » ‘and, respect them devotedly asiv. ; ae 
IG aD people’ who. are fine and good.” rand: hake” ‘Life rich, . There’ was a point, when. Ai 
A was. ‘about..to: sweite. “to. you and. Angus fally- -= to. explain ‘tavyou what nobiyated | 
4 ous, ‘aiid: toask you. if. -possible’to, visit, Greg’ and ;Helen and tell them. 0 “E60 ar 
Bat. then I feared. ‘that:‘perliaps it would, ve. “inoportune + 2. I was nob sure: ©. - fe ae 
oe what “jobs- you! held, what; you were doing, how you ‘were. “situated. *; AS Gee te ea | elk 
* worked it, is. is: ‘probably just as well ‘that we did ‘not try. to ‘send. you. Pe 8 
— long’ poli iigal ‘letters -—- that is why" ‘T did ‘not write to" Angus" an “Rolcio-. oy 
after learning that-.he: “Was ‘there and ‘you. were. in- "EUrOpe.: . “We always felt oo 
“that ‘somehow, someway we “Would | see you or “pe able ‘to: write to. "you. without 
“worrying too: ‘mach | about its and. we felt. the. Clear assurance’ that .no matter : 
- what intervened > you would listen: to, BS, i tong oe a Darcie 


_ enough ‘bo, Tet. aus try*bo. eae a : be : 
ar, a a Tour ‘letter ‘how if moré “tah! we’ 5 haa’ a. net. ‘to re * You: : - 
ie eat ~ and - ‘Angus, from thé first time I-met you in Washington, have: always . 
me = a surprised me —= your. generosity ‘of ‘judgnent, your capacity’ for ‘friendship, . 


_-° -your kindness, and’ value ‘of other-people always made me feel my: orm a ee ce 
in dnadequacy, and. I have. always’, “not ‘too consciously Dh. afraid, ‘oped tat a 

+ de-would . someday” learn-to, have “some ‘of “that quality: ‘T. dont) pink eee ae tee 

” presumptucus to: say that ‘Ruth: arid’ I expected “you and” Angus ~to: understand - 

~ that no natterhow’ wrong we Were’, no matter.-how much you rejected a “‘positin oni 

wé might take, that you ‘would not.. bias ‘to Our, rejection ’ i aime 


a ge ‘es : Viep 7 
Sea Smal as’ wete a tye . Jur oe = i. var r 
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Me a - Brom‘ ‘your “Leber we feel. ‘@nqoutagenen’. ee: Our judgnents | 
~ come from. ‘the .wide- experience, both: ‘of ‘you_have. had : ‘these. last years;- : 
experience which we ‘have lacked” and which we: ‘feel “the lack of dreadfully: 
“That is!.one reason. why we want to, go to. ‘Burope ‘== We: want. to gét some 
Tperspective, to see people. who. are. vexci ted. about. life and the. future, bo- 
Prete cei the feeling that life: is exciting and ‘ideds -are important: and 
‘that socialism is. the- future of. manicind ,° ‘We have been terribly: ‘lonely;- . 
.- Net because of. geography so much, mb because no, ‘one’ We know — or fewe— 
7 - seem | “interested in. the.world we’ live in, but ‘only in tricky tactics, in. ; i? ' 
Re - ~ the shoddy or the showy. That ‘is: why, we.tiissed: Greg; and, Helen 50, jmigh - we 
ee a) heeded. to ‘see people Who. walue mek and’ mci live. My ~ cand We. Bat 
te te have. “not. for a Very. long ‘time. a ae eae ee er a cee ree : 


‘ z 38 ve mo es 


On I ER ee RS eS ee gs 
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es at ; pace Rae: 43 well again’ — ety aiceiieped “prein’ the doctor: and. 
ne sgh ‘the Assurance’ that shé will not have relapses or recurrences.) 90. 3. 
y, This sickness has been’ dreadful. — aside - for ‘the suffering | to Ruth and. . 
; . the’. enpby. feeling. of Living an the moment’ and. each: moment, ‘would: ‘tell; the. ease 
es - = - _ story, of life or death, we were forced’ ‘into ourselves’ completely, - ‘Tiwing: 327 
‘ ‘ae in’a vacuum of a hospital Loon. and: nothing else. did‘ or could. matter . for. poi ane 
those’ “perrible- Weeks. But it is dull. too, this. “preoccupation: with... - eee dh ate 
having” or dying: And ‘now, ‘she is. full ‘of spirit; excited and ‘happy. aind: : , 
- energeti¢, and’ ‘both of-us- fave - a sort, of new lease: on “life, afeeling © 
of anticipation and enjoyment, ‘and a terrible: greediness’: tO. ‘get sbroad, sand: exes 
‘see new, HBr. and. hear. new, ideas and, to ‘best patter, work. gett : oe = 


4 


at a : Vout ‘eipt tcaons of our, Seoinese, ‘déépite your tiodent denials’ Spat Oe. 
: “prof not: really’. knowing, . are keen” and. helpful. It-is not! ‘just. to. be: polite. ei Oo ta 
‘\} that-.I write -that: Ruth’ and I agree: completely: with * your’. criticism , of. senemag yt. 
cbagtiés... : Your. example? on ; thé’ Negro issue. is good. | We ‘do ‘not; ‘and: have < 
“fmot Jat any: time, ‘believed “that it.48 cotrect'to.call for a new Comiunist - a 
- party .; ‘That “is the NCP line, and though we were> published. by “thems! we-do;- 
not, agree: iwith: this, approach, We. do ‘think’ this Party. should ‘be? cLeadisel” ns, ; 
“of what - ‘is wrong in. ‘the: “Ieadership; . avid sbhat’ until this: As, ‘dorie it: wall * ee cae 
“ndt’ grow or wield. the. “anfluence- oe “mst wield. But no splits or: new: a 
little. groups are ‘the answer. How ‘this party: with. its forniidable ce ms ~~ Ae. 
| “pureaucracy:* ‘can: be. fevivéed’ anid ‘cleansed, ae ‘frankly: don't ‘know Tb. AS ae, ° a ee 


et 


adfficuLt, stupendous job. But, then we: ? gal -back ,on: “the bistorical : TL Salt 
‘hope shat “since. ‘a VMarxist> party. is” ‘imperative, since it is’ historically. Peano 
‘inevitable, then: events themselves will force this ‘party: into a. fee eee 
Marxist: position and-lead to. its- ‘growth and- greater, influence, 3 décisive ’ ; : 
| inflience: ‘in. the’. long: Ue We fear mostly that’ time is short,” that* before: 
this can happen suffering and horror: can. ‘occur that ‘could, be avoided | Bee 
ihe Se aN consciously speeding the. historical process .; ‘Bat. tactically. we are’ * at. 
le.  aross.. (Nevertheless, wé do not, see the basis of.a new party or. another . 
Laon ahr ise party.— “we-wrobe our documentin the. hope ‘of ‘arousing’ the: party, we have | 
Sot. bo chean’” itself. Nor are we so ‘conceited: 28s to. expect our document or. 
i. anything we.do to. accomplish this rousing -~,dur only thought was that © ~ 
’ we had.an obligation to speak out, that. if we’ spoke ‘out, honestly,” people, 
"<a few, people,. would be. affected , that: this would be a contribution: to" the 
a “Long. struggle ahead’ : We’ knew we would’ be expelled ‘=~ but we thought ye ak oe 
:. | We-were expendable, ‘that: ‘there mst’ bers a a start, “that. Some: one, must. stick pi ge 
' bis neck . out first or among the firsts ee eee toe ek Bip ats ey Te 


é - eA 4 has) Se. F 
- we . x tgs te . q aoa eal a 


* Ld i : He Eas te i ee 
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. these men are. pure in. their Yevolubionary ‘ardor, -and..strong: in. their : ue 7 - Late Pals 
“ “devotion. to. the stragele against, the tottensds of capitalisns ee cee Os hae 


Sk Our “abaciene has its grave mistakes.’ rE wish it could ‘be one. Pe! 
over, but then that is not the solution. We wrote it- specifically for oir © "+: 3 
unit .--. much we wanted’ to- say ‘was Limited by space. and by the level of. the’. . 

_ people we were addressing. ° Much: we said was ‘over-simplified . Lor: ‘then. “Much - 

we ‘said was’-too. specifically as of ‘the’ motient, but. that. Was necessary. eo 
Then. we were. expelled we were.asked to. revise our report, to expand it'in “031.0 5 
"-sections , to. eliminate things’ we and other agreed Were wrong... But we . ac ee 

- felt that the only use of the, report Was asa document on which we were ©. 
expelled -~ 0 change’ it even by a word was’ to'cheat and’ falsify and as 

_ wrong. . We have been accused. of being ins “bouch’ with others’ -— we “made ‘no- 

_ contacts. with, z=) Singlé’ soul or organi zation until. after. we had: beén ms, 
”, expelled: ——, ‘except that abe, <a funeral Tt; van- nto. Bill §Penne’ after six: ey 
. years, and I went out foran. hour to have:coffeé with. him and.to- talk. © coe 
. But. we exchanged’ no., letters » held, no consultations, "and actually, aid: nb a 
_ really. know what - “the other person was doing. ° ae 8 ai haa. consulted. : ‘Bill, we oe f 
‘ Would not have ‘made’ the, gross errors we did in our report. -—- he is as - “> , 
brilliant -and: incisive ‘and far-seéing. 1E arcist, ‘one of the best ‘we have ever 

“ “produced: in this country. . It is- Some ‘satisfaction now $6 be. lutiped with... ¢* 


‘ such. Mrénégadesi Mbraitors,". Ndegenerates, ! ‘and. Mdeclassed perverts! Me ge, tee 7 a 
= _as*Danne ) (SAH)} arcy,. VerniSmith, | It tiakes’ us. feel. better.’ : a eae 


“Ror: we: ‘feel “that leaving aside” Dunne! s “personal difficultiés » all ‘ot! 


RS a ae 


a et But: 6. sun “up, “our report, is no. prowl docunent 5 ab is: only... 


2 ag report to our unit, and it.was made honestly" enough.” Te was made ‘for os SG 


discussions’ Our. “poor ; “unit ai scussed,: and ‘they. disagreed;: and. ‘Ruth’ and. I- | oe & “ 


‘ ‘agreed: that, we would abide by their, ‘pej ection and, not: Paisé. the problems... ee oe 
4 --again. “We were. not. expelled: by’ ‘them. <= “they. know, us ‘Por a. Long. ‘time. 0 
ae Bat €hen’ we hit. the: full fury of: the careerists ;. sand the’ misrepresentations,.. ai 
iste ot ‘andsthethamestahline | started. What: hurts” probably: the most is that never ONES 
ved“ in all this struggle -has. anything’ either of us:did‘in twelve years in’ +. OO 

“a the party been remembered —— only nasty things, only. accussations. ‘that: * os pO ene. 
" We were» always’ dirty” anid ‘dishonest and: destroyers, “And ‘never’ once hds | a 


~ the. discussion béan kept on the’ level of Politics. we are ‘swine and - Be ve 


ike - everything else. * But ‘that’ is..our fablt.-~ , OU > abtaclk | on. Dennis was. 


“ ‘kiow hh! you get: to ‘New: York, and if possible - come up here.. We -have;a3 « 
ove bed, or .can put you up. abt the "Tm, : We are usually here.’ : Coitie ‘and ‘see tus. 
A then and if you see Helen: and Greg, tell them to:do the same.-. If we. could | 
> see “‘them-without: enbarrassing. them, we. Would try to. come to ‘Washington’, : 
for > that, ee We: cari’ leave the. ae tk re oe ee ee ae oS 


284 


“Reobablyn.t the « “wrong, “tone. arm thou ht & SLO ~SiL00.Lpi Zeon, . or_,an, 


agent — "not tobe bandied. about.or repeated. Bat personally my. experiences 


SN Ne ar 


{with him while T ‘was in. Washington. were _s 80... remarkable that I always, 
j distrusted hin, . and “said so. long before-we ever got “bor the point: of . a8 
political. fights. _-So:.we get “what we- ‘harided* out, ‘The- real lesson I guess. . oP 2g 
“is- that for: so many years I did “the same’ “thing - - I was’ so sure. iT was “ae 
- 80 glib. in. ‘ousting others: or. of making, decusations ‘This: is. a. Sin — _ fe 
: We have Learned: une amch, ae hope. very hectare “ “ ee 


sae) 
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* Oar ove. to: Angus. io. ‘hope very “mph that you, will ‘Let's us” 


at 


a ae o , ° 
ae as ae 
e ae 
: : 


to us and. ghich makes” us Peek 2508. and warm: ard eee : 
““have' friendship ard friendliness reaffirmed and your letter is, 5, like" ar 
_ ‘tonic to us. . hen -you write Angus, >. our love. to. ‘him.-- We shall. “Gertainly _ 
'* ask you for letters to “your frrends in France —~ they would méan much ‘to © 
-* “as -and we shail. value them. But we shall see “you before then. I am sure —- 
| we dontt boas to, 0 before’ April. 
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| STANDARD = NO, 64 6: , &) = NS 
Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT | 


" : 
Yer. TO DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: February 18, 1917 ‘< 
vy ‘ x 
4 REE SAG, NEW YORK 
! SUBJECT: sacs aon 3 Wass 7 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C ; ; 
(Bureau File 100-80068). : 98845 


Reference is made to letter from the New Haven Field Division to 
the Bureau dated January 1),'19)7, concerning the above captioned matter, . 
a copy of which was designated for the New York Office. a | 


This is to advise that WILLIAM F. SMITH, Holland American Line, 
29 Broadway, New York, New York, furnished the following information 
relative to the proposed departure of the subject and his family from 
the United States abcarvdthe Holland American Line ships 


| 

| 

Mr. Smith stated that the records indicate that by letter dated 

| January 10, 197 the Tritze Associates, Hotel Gotham, Sth Avenue and 55th 
Street, New York City, Travel Agents, contacted the Holland American Line 
| in an effort to secure passage for Richard Branston and his family. In 

| particular the Travel Agents requested reservations, cabin class, on any 


ship of the Holland American Line sailing April 20th, or later from New be 
i be made for lir. 


York to Brussells. It was desired that reserva 
i inne ranston 


As of January 15, 19h7 no permanent arrangements were made, and 
the Holland American Line accordingly notified the Travel Agents and 
advised that they would make efforts to secure the requested reservations... - - 


a 4d if 
LM 


¢ ff 


On January 28, 197 Mr. Smith advised that. the Holland American 
Line had received a deposit from the above mentioned Travel Agency reserving’ 
passage space for Richard Branston and his family. The Holland American 
Line accordingly furnished permanent reservations abocardthe SS Veendam a 


which is scheduled to depart from New York City for Brussels April 16 aa a ai 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Director, FBI DATE: 2/19/h7 


TO -- 
p ytoror : SAC, New Haven 


SUBJECT: - RICHARD BRANSTEN, was. 
INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 
Bureau File 100-S0068 


Reference is made to New York Field Division letter to the Bureau 
dated February /18, 194.7 advising that BRANSTEN together with his wife 
RUTH McKENNEY-BRANSTEN, submitted etiea omnes Boston, Massachusetts 
to the Houghton Mifflin Company entitled "T° fe of Herbert Hoover" 
approximately one month ago. New York.letter of reference likewise 


stated that the aforesaid information was being furnished to the Bureay 
New Haven and Boston Field Divisions in order that the Boston Field.# 


thateusthons to the Boston office in’ this matter will be left 
to the discretion of the Bureau. 


ccs Boston . 


JFS: gm 
100-1128 


<b 


mayo 40068 (9 
TNDEXEn “Tee TES? 
ag 20 FEE °° 1947 


c— ) 


United States Department of Justice 


Sederal Burvan of Investigation 
510 Trust Company Building ‘ 
New Haven, 10, Connecticut 


Mr. Toho. wo. : 


RO. EB. ALS cam. 


IN REPLY, ree REFER TO : February 25, 1947 é 
Fux No, 08-960 __ JUSTIFICATION FOR CONTINUATION OF TECHNICA? 
JFS : NK : OR MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCE 


ro) 1 Mr. Wendon._ 
RE: Title RICHARD BRANSTES i a 


nome vwne 


Character of Case 


~ Hoon. [“FTField Office j Mis, reid! © 
a Symbol Number eo, * 
* Type of Surveillance: 


\e MISFOPHOTE) 


1. Subject's name and address: 


RICHARD BRANSTEN 
48 Canal Street, 
Westport, Connecticut 


2. Location of technical operation: 


In consolidated technical plant located within physical 
confine of New Haven Field Office. 


3. Dates of initial authorization and installation: 7 
Initial authorization - 6-30-45 : 
=nitial installation - 7-13-45 
4, Previous and other installations on the same subject (with dates and., ay 
| places): Bae 
Temporarily discontinued 2-20-46 : 
Reinstalled 2-28-46 - at same location 
£ 
9 


“lee 


P 
_ se] Hk ae fb 


5. Specific valuable information obtained since previous report with | 
indication of specific value of each item and what use was made 
of each item of information involved: 


(v See next page. 


APR 2 1942 


ee 


Da 


e. 


This coverage is of continued value in the preparation of re- 
ports on both RICHARD BRANSTEN and his wife, RUTH McKENNEY 
BRANSTEN. Jt furnishes information concerning their plans 

and movements, as well as their thinking along Communist lines. 


Information which has been furnished by this coverage would not 
have been accessible through other means, This coverage makes 
it possible to better evaluate the Communist ideology of both 
ir, and Mrs, BRANSTEN, even though they have been "purged" by 
the Party, and it furnishes excellent leads as to their con- 
tacts both within, and outside of the Commnist Party. 


Since both Mr. and Mrs. BRANSTEN are professional writers, this 
coverage has made it possible to follow their plans in this 
direction, and also to observe the Commnist Party line vhich 
they endeavor to inter-weave in a veiled fashion in their 
stories. 


ares 


oe. 


6. Could above information have been obtained from other sources and by 
other means? 


WwW 
NO 


-7. Has security factor changed since installation? 


iar 


2 No 


8. Any request for the surveillance by outside agency (give name , title 
and agency): 


No 


9. Manpower and costs involved: . 
It is maintained with other technical surveillances within the New 
Haven Field Office, No Agent personnel is used in the operation of 
this surveillance, The cost is approximately $120 per month for 
rental of a leased line, 


10. Remarks (By SAC): 


| _ This technical surveillance is productive in furnishing the New Haven 
Field Office with current information concerning the activities of 
the subject and his wife, RUTH MC KENNEY Basten and it is believed 
that it should be continued. 


ll. Remarks (added at Seat of Government): 
Richard Bransten has completed a biography of founier Peedien 
~ Herbert Hoover for which $he is now trying to find a publisher. 
He and Mrs. Bransten were recently expelled from the CP because of 
their ultra revolutionary criticisms of the Party and its officials. 
The Branstens are planning a trip to Europe during which they will 
gather material for Paramount Pictures. The Bureau is extremely 
interested in following the current activities of the Branstens. 
vie ae 


i 12. Recommendation by Assistant Director: 


‘ It is recommended that this surveillance be continued. 


ae “— 


15. Recommendation by the Assistants to the Director: 


PARAMOUNT PICTURES INC. 


; ae 
February 24, 194'7 932343 


“ 


Mr. Edward A. Tamm 

Assistant to the Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
gth and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Ed: ; - 

The attached clipping was taken from the Motion 
Picture column of.the New York Times dated February 19, 
1947. 

This supplements our note to you of February 21, .1947. 


Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 
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4 ; are equipped with eis sub-, 
- titles, % $ 


ees oS 8 * ‘ MMilada, ”Miadova, “the” ‘water aise Syne, a“ 
; -has been signed by Seymour "Net- 
. enzal, producer, for a role in ‘% .yt-: 
lantis,” which is to be released, iy 
United’ Artists. . . . Adrian*Scott, 
has been signed to a new sw producer-. 


director contract BY pO. “His 

next assignment will BesQw?ho 

My Loye?”, a screen stor} by Ruth 
FucKenney 8 a Rich meas ten 


1 On « riting J 

® screen play? ; Owen Crump} « 

will produce rae, River,” an . . 
original story about “silver mining 
in Nevada by Stephen Longstreet 
® at Warner Brothers. ... Also at 
- Warners, “Would You Believe Me” 

‘ --  - ~$g~the- new title for “the* aioe el eee 


i eetiaiee ane hoo. 


i : . formerly called, “Love ANG ae. } 


a | 


a O49 


ee > Entering fifth weeks wi re g ? f 
: “Sinbad the Sailor,” at the... 2 “ 
7 . and Dead Reckoning, at ae ° 

Se nee ee Coan “Sask Come, easy]: + ‘ 
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STAMDARD FORM No. 64 6 & ae 


Memorandum + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Director, FBI DATE: February 28, 1947 


‘SAC, New York 


RICHARD GRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY -— C 
Bureau File 1000-80068 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated February 7, 1947 to New Haven 


Field Division, copy designated for New York Office, concerning arrangements 
BRENSTEN is reported to have made with the7LIBERTY WAREHOUSE GO., New York City, 
for storage and shipment of his belongings, in anticipation of his trip to 


Brussels, 


Belgium, April 16, 1947. After inquiry by this office, it was finally 


ascertained that BRANSTEN contracted with the“\LEIBERTY FREIGHT FORHARDING AND WARE- 


HOUS! 


toy 5-7 3Hudson St. _to—handLethe transportation of his posséssions, 


from Gonnhecticut to New York. 
eA OREO OOOO OOO LTTE RIGID 


ces es 52 = 


Nv . 


John_Ps\ McCauley, owner_and manager of instant company was discreetly 
contacted and furnished the following information concerning the arrangements made: 


BONE Sua tte 


McCauley stated that he and his assistants will pack BRANSTEN's house 


hold effects April 1947 nansport the same to the New York warehouse on 
the same date. The articles scheduled to be packed include tables, books, radio, 


ecords, toys and a cabinet filled with personal papers. McCauley commented on 
the fact that BRANSTEN possesses considerable portfolios which are maintained in 
the cabinete He also remarked that, subject has many phonograph records of un~ 
usually large dimensions and expressed the opinion they may be personal recordingse 


a pas 


In connection with transporting the household goods, McCmley has als 
hired to deliver BRINSTEN's luggage to the steamship stateroom prior to subject's - 
fie oa (1-4 let A cp Nn Ne 


Sailing April 16, 


McCauley expressed the desire to be of assistance in this investigation 


and stated he did not have any objection to allowing bureau representatives to -’ 
examine BRANSTEN's luggage and other possessions. Accordingly, he will so handle 
the. crating of the material to facilitate the boxes being easily reopened upon 


arrival in New York. McCauley will also arrange with this o 
br sens-seeat bei A AR tna acess a ae EI A OS 

of BRANSTEN's luggage prior to delivery to the ‘steamship. 

ehesceanes ne EE fe 


ffice for examinatio 


Sa, 


For the information of the New Haven Field Division, it is to be pointed 


out that a review of the files of this office reflects that SAMUEDKSILLEN, ina 


rn gree 


Series of 3 articles in the January 8, 9, 10, 1947 issues of the Daily Worker, dis 
cussed the RICHARD BRANSTEN-RUTENYC KENNEY expulsion from the Commmnist Party. 7 


reviewed to date, 


The attention of the New Haven Field Division is being directed to these 


articles, which contain exceptional pertinent information, if such have Gif 


cc , i 
‘BOTH: 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum + onivrEp STATES ‘GOVERNMENT 


TO 
/ 


q 


" 


: DIRECTOR, FBI patE: February’*7, 1947 


YPRoM : SAC, NEW HAVEN 


(o 
SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was, 


“ee Man 11S 


INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 
Bureay File 10080068 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated January 3, 1947 to New Haven 
and to New Haven letters to the Bureau dated February 3, 1947 con= oe 
cerning the publication of BRANSTEN'S biography concerning former 

President of the United States HER AOOVER and the proposed plans K C/ 
of the BRANSTENS to travel outside of the United States, # 


Fy 


In connection with the pregaration of the biography of former U, S. too 
President HERBERT HOOVER, AConfidential Informant ae SIDES known ~ > 7 
to the Bureau, informed that RUE BRANSTEN, advised GEOR HIDES that ne 
RICHARD BRANSTEN has an agent and that his book is now at ‘the Houghton~ y 
Mifflin Company, She indicated also that thus far the BRANSTENS have XX 
heard nothing from said companys It is believed that the Houghton-lifflin 
Company is a publishing house located in New York City, It is suggested , 4 
that in line with Bureau desires, the New York Field Division may desire | 

to discreetly ascertain at the Houghton-lifflin Company what book BRANSTE rey 

has given them for publication purposes. It is believed that the waa in 
question may very well be the biography of ex-President HERBERT HOOV ~oRDING 


iF ") 
Concerning the travel plans of the BRANSTENS, Confidential ae 
also informed that Mrs. ERANSTEN advised GEORGE SELDES that the BRANSTENS j 
have their tickets on the SS VEENDAM, gi Line, sailing April 16th, *< : 


This source likewise stated that a MigaXPRENTISS (phonetic) at Cirgte” ig 
58816, believed to be New York City, informed that a Mir, DANIEL’ F.AYOQUNG, 


(Whitehall 46770 ~ likewise believed New York City) would call at the BRANSTERS 
residence to give them an estimate of freight charges for shipment overseas, 
‘Miss PRENTISS is apparently connected with a ticket agency in New York City «+ 
inasmuch as CNHT~38 informed. that the BRANSTENS had sent a check to her in 
payment of their passage on the SS VEENDAM, This source further indicntee TT 
that the ERANSTENS are cae selling their furniture prEee ie aS ae 
leaving for Europes 2 pe 
It is suggested that the New York Office may desire to verify the eee 
made by the RRANSTENS on the SS VEENDAM and advise the Bera enor ee 


JFS ML 

100-1128 as 

cc=New York (2) = (oo , 

ce~Washington Field (2) - (1O8=7468) a Ci pov 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


“e 


Office Memorandum » UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : he Directer » i DATE: 


FROM : D. M. Ladd - 
© : 
SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 


Internal Security - C . 


In response to your penned inquiry on my memorandum-of January 

27, 197, requesting to be advised as to whether the Branstens are leav— 

ing this country for good, I wish to advise that from available information 
: at the present time it appears that the Branstens will be absent from the 


; United States -~for,.onl Y period. Yot ecall that they intend 
| @ 0 abroad_on_business_for aramount Pictures 3; however, this matter is be~- 


_ ing closely followed with t tate Department and as soon as further infor- 
mation is received. coricerning the action on ae application for passports 
i you will be advised. a 
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Office Memorandum » owrrep STATES GOVERNWM 
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f 7 : The Director DATE: February’ 1B} 1987 plate wecets j 
‘ . Mr, Carson ses neeens } 
<r $ De M. Ladd . : nN Mr. Egan .-..-----0-0- 
4 Sood . Mr. Gnrnea ...-...--- q 
BUBIESS: RICHARD BRANSTEN, with aliases aN aguas 

Internal Security ~ C Wie, Hendon .---e-se- 


“tf Pennington .-.... § 
>» Qvinn Tamm... f 


In response to your inquiry as to the connection between al ig eaten -nvanecte | 


and Paramount Pictures, you will recall that Ruth McKenney, Bransten's iss Gandy..---ecne 
wife, is a very successful writer and the author of ‘the book ney" Sister’ w wencenenenee canner fl 
Eileentt which later was tremendously successful on Broadway“Hs a play an 

still later was made into a motion picture. Bransten a is wife are r 


contract with Paramount._.to.write-scripts-on.-plays for production in the form 
of mpbion Biches, Ae 


The New Haven Field Office has just advised that through the technicai/ “RN 
surveillance at the Bransten residence it was learned on January 30, 1947, } 
that Mrs. Bransten indicated to her friend,, Mrs. Georgg-Séldes, that at the } 


present time they are without information as to the typ 6 Xof material Paramount we 
Pictures wants them to procure while they are in Belgium, xy 
age REN OSTEO te ELEN DA ES : 
Through the same source and on the. same date it was learned that a) 
Mrs. Bransten advised Mrs, Seldes that she, her husband, and their children x 
were sailing for Europe on April 16, 1947, on the Veendam which docks at RI 
Rotterdam, Holland, In a later conversation with a travel agency, Mrs» S 
Bransten disclosed that they intend to live in B elgium and will travel by a 
train from Rotterdam, Holland, to Brussels, Belgium, Mrs. Bransten also = 
advised Mrs. Seldes ire to sail by April 16, 1947, because they = 
are supposed to tov eck in the United States in July, 1947, 
in accordance with arrangements previously made with his mother, Louise Bransten, 
b6 
nsten's second wife, b7c 


You will recall that Ruth McKemey is Richard 
that he is divorced from his first wife, Louise Rosenbergi,Bransten, and that 
during 1946 they had a controversy over their because 

jor the fact that Richard Bransten felt that Louise was not morally fit to have 
custody of the Louise Bransten commenced a suit in Connecticut to 
recover custody of which was settled out of court’ with Bransten being 
accorded custody of the child for most of the year. 
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Office Memondum - 


TO : Director, FBI 


FROM 2p S&C, New York 


SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
. INTERNAT, SECURITY ~— C 
Bureau File 1100-90068 


February 7, 1947 with copy to New York Field Division, concerning above captioned 


Reference is made to New Haven Field Division letter to the Bureau dated py 
Q 
matter. ; 


In connection with the publication of RICHATND BRANSTEN's biography con— % 
cerning former President of the United States, HERBERT HOOVER, which confidential ‘ 


informants advised was probably being considered by HOUGHTON-MIFFLIN 60. » HARTI CK. ™ 
y eon 2A fanar or {OUGHTON-MTERTIN 00., 432 Fourth Avenue was discreetly contacted 
and furnished the following information: — ns 


. ere aN 

MOSELEY advised, after a check of all manuscripts under consideration, } 
N 

NN 


that BRANSTEN did not submit any material to the New York office of HOUGHTON- 

MLFELIN OO EGHSTGSS he vom eS eer oHS oe on offi UGHTON-MIFETIN may 
have Teeived material von BRAMSTHY Sid IH Eis secend.telapnoniest iy oortecees 
HOUGHTON-MIEFFTIN CO., Boston, Mass. During a’ conversation with BETS 


WOOD_he ascertained that BRANSTEN, ex with his wife RUTH MC KENnY PRANSTEN, 
neem hod = nanuseript_at, Boston, lacs —entitted="thoperis “of. Herbert... Hoover"; 


of instant publication. According to MOSELEY, the book was presently being con- SS 
sidered for publication, having been recently entered but not read, and no ,defini} 
decision has been made as to publishing the book to date. Precis a 


t 


of MOBELEL stated that if further infermation is desired, such can be obtained 3 
from PAULBROOKS, Editor-In-Chief, DORO HILLYER or MARY BETTY UNDERWOOD » HOUGHTON- ~; 
MIFFLIN X, 2 Park Street, Boston 7, Masd.. MOSELEY remarked at the 2 conelusion of 3 
the interview that.he could see _noreasonwhy.a representativeso£ the Bureau could 

not read the manuscript, if.such was so.desired. It is to be pointed out that MOSELEY 
didnot discuss the Bureau's inquiry during his conversation with MARY BETTY UNDERWOOD, 
above mentioned. : 


This information is accordingly being submitted to the Bureau, New Haven 
nd Boston Field Division, in order that the Bosten Field Division'may be instructed 
f 


o take any action desired in connection withg@tainin xrther 4 93% pn relativarY 
o instant manuscript. gs? & gf (0m eee ie i Cty poe 
3 Ball it  & “ag 


ep 


The New Haven Field Division is 1ikéwiselibeiga auiiseal@aat efforts are } 
being made to arrange for. a search of BRANSTEN's b tongings which are reported to be 
stored at the Liberty Warehouse, New York City. . 


ccs; New Haven 
Boston 


JED; EME 
1090-14381 


er Mr. Carson 


Mr. Egan 

Mr. Gurne@. 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Hendon 


Mr. Pennington 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIREC we | Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 


‘ Mr. Nease_ 
. Res RICHARD BRANSTEN; RUTH McKENNEY Miss Gandy, \y 
I have discussed with Bob Denton the background and ~ 9 
activities of Richard Bransten, alias Bruce“Minton, and his wife, 
Ruth McKenney. Denton has advised me that Faramount ts immediately ,) 


terminating the contract of the Branstens and will not utilize 2) 
their services any longer. The contract of the Branstens with oe 
Paramount called for the payment oj $2500 a year to the Branstens Ox 
for the right to purchase any play written by them within 30 days .: 


of the time that the play was offered to Paramount. * Of course, 9) 
the purchase price of the play had to be agreed upon between = oO 
Bransten and Paramount and apparently Paramount has not purchase ( 
anything from them, although RKO has just purchased a play in pane 
-which Paramount was not interested. Denton indicated that an 
Paramount's action would, of course, terminate Paramount's 3 
interest in the proposed trip of the Branstens to Europe. ‘\ 


Hr. Denton was most sincere in his expressions of ca 
appreciation for your courtesy in making the information con- ° 
cerning the background of the Branstens available to hime He 
indicated that the present top management of Paramount is very 
anti-Communist and most anxious to eliminate any questionable ° 
people from any connection whatsoever with the Paramount Studios. : 


~ 


Respgetfully 


EDW. A. TAMM . 


So bE IF 
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« 7D MAR @ 1947 
ay 
oe eae 
oe af 4 Oa 7 “ Z 


THIS MEMORANDUM IS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES 
TO BE DESTROYED AFTER ACTION IS TAKEN AND NOT SENT TO FILES 


— FORM NO. 64 /@| q 
Office Men} Pade * UNITED STATES GOVER 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 3/4/47 


7 a FROM : SAG, KEI HAVEN . . Me ' 


SUBJECT: RUCHARD. BRAUSTEN was 
. IVTERUAL SECURITY - Cc 
Bureau file 100-—S0068 


Reference is made to Bureau letter to New Haven dated February 
25, 1947, in which it was stated that information recently - 
received by the Bureau indicates that Paramount Pictures 
intends to cancel its contract with the BRANSTENS under which 
contract the BRANSTEHS submit amy plays written by them to 
Paramount Pictures, which has an option to purchase them. 


- 


For be information of the Bureau and the other offices con- 
cerned, XConfidential Informant CNET-33_ has furnished the 
following information, which it is believed is applicable in 
this matter: 


On February 26, 194'7 RICHARD BRAWSTEN advised NAOMILABURTON 
(Murray Hill 6-11.70 New York City\ that he had received a 

Letter from their Paramount Agent,AGEORGE ~----—~ (lest name not 
given), which did not meet with either his or his wife's approval. 
ERANSTEN stated that GEORGE's letter suggested that the Branstens 
give them (Paramount Pictures) exclusive option on the plays 
which they are preparing on the Grandfather Series without 
Vreserving any rights to the Branstens. BRAKNST@N indicated that 
they (The Branstens) in turn intend to mke78xorbitant offer to 
Paramount knowing that the latter will not accept same. This Pa? 
will then give the Branstens freedom to negotiate to the best WAAL 
advantage, : bide 


BRALSTEN! advised NAGAI that he has talked with his income tax. 
lawyer, a tir. IEESE (ph), and said attorney is certain that | 
RIGIARD BR&NSTEN can proceed legally to take a half~interest QD Se 
in RUTHGRANSTEN ts book and all subsequent rights thereto. gar? As 
BRANSTEN indicated that he contemplates doing this, adding that GKe fs 
if it doesn't work out, "they will just pay, having done ee 


illegal". RECORDED. 

This same source advised that qi Hen, ry (aaa ee 

GEORGE at Ios Angeles, California contacted RIGHARD BREVSTEN 
and-advised that he had sent a letter to NAGY MARTON AetHlaining 

the entire situation and that he has likewise sent a letger to 

RICHARD BRANSTEN. GORGE further stated that he had regeived 

a letter from Paramount Pictures concerning letters whé 


. i = ; iE 12-73 F : 
GO MAY 9 i, 7 CR cops DESTROYED_12.=439 a 


Director, FSI -2- March 4, 1947 


Bransten used to obtain passports for both himself and his wife. 
PRAYSTEN indicated that he hopes that they won't make any trouble for 
them at the Passport Division. GEORGE added that he didn't think 
that they would and indicated that Paramount Pictures aiso informed 
him that they would not take up the option on the BRANSTEN contract. 
According to GEORGE, this contract exoired in June, 1947. 


RICHARD BRANSTEN informed that they are sailing April 16, 1947, and 
that they camot sell RUTH BRAUSTEN's story until March 10th, but 
that they willbe offered for sale on that date. 


The aforesaid information would appear to corroborate the information 
furnished by the Bureau in its letter of reference. 


On March 3, 194'7 this same source advised that RICHARD BRAUSTEN advised 
WAOMI BURTON that he had recieved a copy of the letter GHORGE had sent 
to BURTON. FRANSTEN feels that everything is cleared up now. BURTON 
stated that she doesn't think the Paramount sitvation is completely 
settled. BRANSTEN stated that Paramount has canceled one of their 
contracts which was due to expire in lay. 


“x 


This would tend to further corroborate the information furnished by 
the Bureau in its letter of reference. 


BURTON indicated that Harcourt-Brace (publishing house) should copywri te 
.the stories in the joint names of RICHARD and RUTH BRANSTEN. a 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No.1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT WET? HAVEN, CONNECTICUT NH PEE N°100~11.28 (FG) 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 
¥ MADE 3 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. - 3/10/47 | 2/17,18; 3/1/47 FRANCIS X. MC BRIDE 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


RICHARD BRANSTEN, WAS. INTERNAL SECURITY-C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: . ‘ t 
Revicw of New Haven cass file reflcets Bureau has 
been periodically furnished with miscellancous pagcs 
' of manuscript concerning biography of Herbert Hoover 
as preparéc by subject. Report on the National Picnun, 


Communist Party, USA, from July 16 to le » 1946, pre- 

: LEON viously furnished to Bureau by letter,. Information 
?. . ‘ @cveloped by New York Field Division rcfleects subject 

Ff we BS acquainted with GREGORY SILVERMASTSRS «. Subject ex- 

nhl { pelled from Communist Party by’ State Committes of the 

Q 49 # Communist Party of Connecticut » Se~tember 19, 194.6, for: . 
ue "unauthorized release of a report on the Habional Plenum, 
re (Communist Party, July 1946, Exylanation by subject and 


wife for release of such report sect forth. Background 
data obtaincd relating to subject and wife!s activities - 
sect forth. Biography on life of Herbert Hoover presently, 
in custody of HOUGHTON-MIFFLIN PUBLISHING CO. s Boston; 
biass.. Subject Has ~- booked passage on board SS VEENDAM 
Scheculed to depart fron New York City for Brussels April 
16, 19472. Information obtained indicating Paramount 
Pictures plans to cancel contract terminating théir or 


interest in proposed trip of BRANSTENS to Europe. Y a 


eae ons ws 


REFSRENCE: Bureau File 100-S0068, 
R.Sort of Snwcind Avocet RICHARD G. SULLIVAN at New Haven 
datcd August 13, 1946. . 7 ee 
Bureau letter to New Haven dated February 25 a LON as 2: oF 
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. report is not being set forth in instant report in‘view of its length and ~ 


f 


aan a ie @ : , ‘*S ” <3 


“Communist Partys It was reported that EDEARDS to. information furnished 


-University, had come to Washington after some trouble at Oklahoma Univers-: 


100-1128 


DETAILS: A review of the Hew Haven case file in the above ae 

captioned matter reflects that the Bureau has been a, 
periodically furnished with miscellaneous pages of a manuscript being 
preparéd by subject concerning the life of former President Herbert 
Hoover. The material which has been furnished to the Bureau was ob— 
tained by the New Haven Ficld Division through the assistance of 
Confidential Informant T2, ; 

By letter dated September 11, 1946, the Bureau re- 
quested that an attempt be made by the New Haven Ficld Division to ar 
identify a document which subject and hig wife were allegedly preparing, 
which document or résolution allegedly criticized the leadership of the 


to the Bureau, SAMUEL ADAMSMMARCY and ALYEDNARDS had discussed such a 
document that subject and his wife allegedly were preparing. 


- ° + -By letter datcd September 18, 1946, the Bureau fas 
furnishéd, under separate cover, a report on the National Committee 
Meeting, Communist Party, USA, which report wes prepared by subject a 
his wife RUTBAiC KENNEY. It is to be noted that a carbon copy of the®, 
original notes prepared by subject were furnished to the New Haven Field 
Office by Confidential Informant T2. The above mentioned report will b 
retained in the files of the New Haven Office. . The above mentioned 


in consideration of the’ fact that the Bureau has already been furnished 
with appropriate - copies. 


It ig to be noted that subsequent to the release of 
the above mentioned report, both subject and his wife were expelled from 
the Communist Party for dgonducting a factional struggle against the Party 
line and its national leadership, 

/ iy 
: Under date of October 3, 1946, advice was received from 
the New York Field Division which reflected the follewing information: 


It was’reported that information received from Confi-~ 
dential Informant GREGORY, whose identity is known to the Bureau, indi- 
cated that in the latter part of 1942 she became acquainted with an . 
individual by the name of MAURICH/HALPERN through arrangements made for such 
a meeting by JACOB GOLOS, who is now deceased and who Was also a subject , 
in the SILVERMASTER case, From what she later learned, it appeared that  -~ , 
HALPERN, who at one time was professor of Romance Languages at Oklahoma ~ 


ity and together with a former colleague at Oklahoma University, WILLARD vay 


100-1128 


ue PARK, who taught anthropolagy, they had indicated to BRUC INTON ‘of 
“thew, Masses" that they desired to be placed in contact with*some Commun-— . 
ists in the East. aa 


: GREGORY stated thet her first.mecting with HALPERN 
was in Washington, D.C, at PARK!s apartment which she advised was over the 
district line in Maryland, GREGQRY stated that on this occasion she told 
HALPERN and PARK that BRUCE MINTON had sent her to- see them ana that they’ 
were pleased to make the contact since it appears that MINTON had contacted 
GOLOS concerning the two professorse A, 


‘ ; A confidential Informant | } whose identity is Ifevin to tie >!” 
Bureau, advised that a-communication was reccived by Mrs. GREGOR! a 
ASTER from an individual only identified as RICHARD.~° This communication, ~ 
postmarked January 9, 1946, 49 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut, deals - 
with a discussion of MINION'S difficultics in obtaining custody of nis] _] 


-  _4"Confidential Informant whose identijty/is known 
to the Burcau, advised ‘that"LOUIBABLOCK, (ph), contacted HELEISILVERMASTER |, 
on February 28, 1946, with reference to a rumor he had heard San Francisco 


that BRUCE MINTON 4ssued a statement recently, saying that "he had abandoned 
his former ideas". HELEN SILVERMASTER said she had not heard of this. There 
is an indication that MINTON'S family difficulties have becn settled out of © 
court and that he nov has custody of the c hildren and is living in the East. 
LOUIE then asked HELE who advised GREG, (NATHAN GREGORY, SO TLVERMASTIR ) gc OL 
the rumor he had heard concerning MINTON and said that the statement MINTO 
allegedly made was similar .to the EARL (BROWDER statement. 


Confidential Informant T3 advised Agénts of the New York 
Office that a letter was written dated February 10, 1945, addressed to the 
SILVERMASTERS from RICHARD BRANSTEN, 454 North Bristol Avenue, Brentwood, i 
West Los Angeles, California. The lettcr was of a personal nature ‘ndicat— 
ing subject BRANSTEN was very friendly with the SILVERMASTERS. It was 
noted that subject remarked in his etter that "we wait each day to, see where 
the Red Army will be and each day hope that perhaps the Nazis will crumble 
though I feel certain that tha great day is not too far distant", 


' By letter dated October 14, 1946, ‘the New York Ficld ee 
Division advised the New Heven office that a confidential informant. known 
to their office made available to them the contents of a telegram reccived 
by the DAILY WORKER office, New York City, on September 12, 1946, which 
telegram was signéd by. RUTH'HC KENNEY ~ BRUCE MINTON. The telegram was 
sent from Rutland, Vcrnont>~on September 12, 1946, and is quoted as follows: 


-3- 


'Respectfully request correction’ on article concerning us in 
today's paper. ‘Report that we submitted as regular business 

to our branch was requested by membership and did not state 

war was inevitable and did not call for immediate organization 

of labor’ party and did not question the legality of Dennis 
election, We did not and do not belong to any faction. Norwalk 
branch voted not to expell us. ‘Article concerming our expulsion 
by state reversal of brdnch decision is unjust because our appeal 
is still unheard.!! 


On the same date the same New York Confidential Informa.,+ 
also made available the contents cf another telegram which was signed by 
RUTH MC KENNEY — BRUCE MINTON and which was received at the DAILY WORKER offic. 
The telegram WaSdated September 13, 1946, and was sent from Woodstock, New 
York.: ‘It read as follows: : 

"Concerning our so-called expulsion from Communist’ Party, may 
we request courtesy of your consideration following statcment of 
true facts? We were long opposed, since January, 1945, four 
months before Duclos! letter, to Browder's policy of liquidation 
of party and we made public statements durrng this period to 
present time to that effect.- Any attempt to Link us with 
_ BROWDER'S pro-capitalist policy is outright vilification. As 
to present situation we consider group within present Communist 
leadership continues to be -damaged with BROWDER'S. mistaken 
reformists policies and does” not fight against war in China 
and America's foreign policy, Weexpressed this disagreement 
through party constitutional channels acting wholly on our 
own without consulting any persons or groups whatsoever. Our 
branch in Norwalk, Vermont voted to ask us submit report’ on 
our analysis of Communist position. ‘Branch majority refused 
to expell, State Committce expelled and Daily Worker published 
erroneous story with erroneous charges against us. We cate- 
‘gorically deny facts known and all of other charges. (We have 
appealed as provided in the Communist Constitution and when 
-we are heard have every confidence that the National Commit tec 
will up-hold decision of Norwalk Branch not to expell.!! 


On Friday, January 13, 1947, Confidential Informant Tl 
of the New Haven Office, advised ‘that a person identified only as"GREG" 
contacted subject BRANSTEN at his home from the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Station in New York. “ "GREG!" stated that he would take the 5:02 or 5:31 
P.M. train that afternoon to join subject BRANSTEN for dinner and remain 
‘overnight. © Contact with the New York’office rovealed that GREGORY SILVER- 
MASTER, possibly identical with "GREG", was belicved to be in Washington, 
D.C. at. the time and accordingly not identical with eich referred to aboves 
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. Confidential Informant TL ‘further advised that on ~~ 
January 27, 19h7, the subject BRANSTEN 'contacted Mr. MC CLUNEY (ph), 
of the Liberty Warehouse, New York City, New-York,’at which time subject 
advised that he intended *to sail on April 16, 19h7 » and requested an 
estimate on his household goods to be shipped to Brussels, Belgium. ‘The 
subject indicated that he was shipping pictures, books, private files, - 
typewriters, household decorations, linens,.blankets, silverware, radio 
and sound boxes with records. Subject also advised that he was interested 
in storing some of his articles, 


Confidential Informant Tl has further advised the New Haven 
Office that according to information obtained the BRANSTENS have their ee 
tickets on the SS VEENDAM, Holland Line, sailing April 16, 1947, from New 
York’ ca ae It was: indicated the BRANSTENS planned to go to Baueaete > Bel-- 
glum. 

Under date of February 18, 1947, the New York Office advised 
both the Bureau and the New Haven Field Division inquiry had revealed that 
subject and his wife had submitted all of their manuscripts concerning the : 
life of Herbert Hoover to the Houghton-iifflin Co. at Boston, Massachusetis. 
It was reported that both subject and his wife are listed as co-authors of the 
publication and that although the book is presently being considered for 
publication by the company, it has not as yet been read and no. definite 
decision was known to have been made concerning date of publishing of the 


, 


By letter dated’ February 19, 1947, the New York office 
ivision’with pertinent sections’of a bio-~ 
AANSTEN, dated October 21; 1945, which’ 
biography Mrs, BRANSTEN had nished io MIKHATL VAVILAV, Vice-Consul, 
U.SSeRes Pertinent sections of the biography read as follows: 


" yeeeFrom my third year of college I came to the University of © 
California... I majored’in English literature but took a number 
of courses in languages, science, anthropology and history. I 
left college after my third year and married Richard Bransten, 


My husband was the son of a wealthy San Francisco family connected 
with the M.J.B. Coffee Company. When we were narried he left M.J.B. 
and went to work a t Rosenberg Bros. and Co, because the prospects 
for future advancement werc better. In 1931 he decided that he ~ 
disliked business intenscly and didn't want to mdke it his .career. 

He started to write fiction and his first short storics were full of 
bitterness against the hypocritical rich Jewish society in which he 
had been brought up» His most important story was published in a 
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"Jewish magazine "The Menorah Journal" in 1932 and’caused quite 

a furor in San Francisco where the Heller, Ehrman, Hellman. family 
(conncetca with the Wells Fargo Bank) took it as a personal insult. 
That story resulted in our being ostracized by a large section 

of our friends (who were also my husband!s relatives). 


"In 1931 our [nas born and shortly thereafter we moved 
from San Francisco to Berkeléy where Richard was writing with the 
critical help of Josep er. I went back to the University of 
California where I took’a few courses in English literature and 
in Social Institutions. It was Joscph Gaer (now with the Comnittce 
for Political Action. of the Netional CIO) who first mide us aware 
of some of the things that were going om in the world, Although 
Richard had had a few stories published in obscure magazines they 
were all more or less on the same .themeessieGe the decadence of 
rich Jewish society. Gaer insisted that in ordcr to be a writer he 
had to know more about what was going on in the world. Through 
Gaer my husband and I met some of the people connected with the 
National Comnittce for Defense of Political Prisoners. and wé were 
both deeply affected by this contact. For the first time (1932) 
we were brought into contact with people who had suffered because 
of their belief in better conditions for the working class, We- 
became acquaintee with some of their struggles..,strike actions etc. 
‘and the reason for them and our sense of justice made us attempt 


to do somcthing in their behalf. In 1932 we both voted the Socialist 
tickct for Presidents ; ‘ 


"In 1933 Richard finished a novel and we took it to New York to 
place in the hands of-an agcnt. We decided to go to Europes at 
‘‘that time and wanted. to, go to the Soviet Union because we had 
heard of it as a great 'expcrinenti and wé thought we'd Like to 
Visit it before the texperiment! was over, In New York we met a 
number of radicals and became interestcd in the New Hasscs maga— 
zine and contributed to its support. At that tinc we mot Earl 
Browder but had no. idea who he was, We also met JoscphAfrccman 
““Who-haabéen in the Sovict Union and who gave us.some letters of 
, introduction to present there (to b rseanelschatcin anc to Boris 
_f-Pilmiack). In June 1933 we went to Europe and undcr the auspices 
* of Intourist made a six weeks tour of the Soviet Union. We trav— 
elled alone with a guide and were thus able to see everything in 
which we were interested. We were enormously enthusiastic about 
the Soviet Union and whcreas we had gone with the idea of visit~— 
ing this 'expcriment! we came away convinced that it -represcnted ; 
the kind of healthy society that existed nowherc else in the world. . 
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"This conviction was strengthened by our travels in Europe where we 
saw gréat poverty that could not be eliminated except by real social 
change, Our conviction was furthcr intensificd on our return to 
New York at a time of great unemployment, bread lines and ' flop 

; housest where the contrast between the working class and the ruling 
‘ class was enormously heightened. ' 


"In 1934 (January) we returned to California and started reading 
left-wing literature. We read a number of Lenin's works etc. and 
took a course in the Economics of Capitalism given by Gregory ’ ie 
Silvermastcr at an adult education center which had been started 

by our fricnd Joseph Gaer, At that time we met a number of radi- 

cals and began to absorb tarxist social and economic theorics. 


: "I became Western representative of the National Committee eat 
a Fascist Oppression in Germany and organized a Committce for rclicf 
Say of anti-fascists which also demanded a plebiscite under democratic 
controls in the Saar and which finally scnt messages demanding 
Dimitroffts release after the Reichstag Fire Trials. A short time 
later my husband and I became intcrested in helping to organize a 
Northern Califérnia Chapter of the facrican League Against War -and 
Fascism. . 


"Tho great San Francisco waterfront strike (which turned into a 
: gencral strike for a fcw-da ys) took place in 1934. We were active 
in bringing relief to the strikcrs and working on the trucks of j 
the Workers Intcrnational Relief which was supplying coffee and ‘ 
sandwiches to the picket lines, ‘ce also performed tasks for the 
Communist Party during the pended, ond I worked with Eon. Browder 
who came to San Francisco and With Gorharaf\sisler whe was also. 
here at that time. All 'mcebing helis were banhed to Gonnunist 
speakers and I was responsible for breaking the ban by having a 
meeting agg jnst Geman Fascism at, the Scottish = Auditorium at 
osenfeld and ineuringBevan (then on a national tour) 
spoke @lorg \with a Spokesman of the Communist Party. I arranged 
the’ mecting undcr the auspices of the National Committee fgainst 
Fascist Oppressicn in Gcrmany and at the advicc of Browdcr and 
Eisler. It vias a time of real terror in San Francisco and the - 
huge success of the mccting was very important. oe 


Many pressures were put on both my. husband and me during this 
entire period. ‘ALL our family and former friends were against 
the strikers and the Communists. The firm of Rosenberg Bros. 
énd Cos which was still doing business with Nazi Germany ob-— 
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"jected to my anti-Nazi activities. However, we continued to 
ado the things we felt were corrcet and rméessary. 


"In 1935 we went to New York whcre my husband took a job with the 

New Masses, At that time I asked Earl Browder if I could join the 
Comaunist Party. He said no because hé thought 1 should know and 
understand more about what the Party stood fore He suggested that I 
work in a mass organization for a year and that if I still wanted to 
join at the end of that time I should sec him again. TI went to work 
for the American Leaguc Against War and Fascism in its New York City 
office. I worked without salary inasmuch as I didn't need the money: 
Aftcr a while I beecamc Assistant Trade Union Dircetor and worked on 
an educational program with the trade unions. Later I became head 
of the Religious Committce of the American Les:cuv snc worked with 
ministers and Rabbis. 


While I was at the Amcrican League my husband was working for the New 
Masses, Both 5f us came into a good deal of direct contact with Com 
munists and the Gommunist Party and with the labor movement. My 
husband joined the Party in Octobcr 1935 and early in 1936 I went to 
see Browder as I had promised the year before. He had followed my 
work and immcdiately said I could join the party. I joined around 
that tinc., 


"I continued to work with the American League in New York until 1938 
at which time I moved’ back to California. My husband and I were 
divorced in 1937 and’ in 1938 when I moved back to California he ’ 
remiinéd in New York. By that time he had-marricd Ruth McKenny, ‘a 
writer. a ore 


"I am leaving San Francisco for a numbcr of personal reasons but 

“one of the most importarit is to be where I can occasionally see my © 
child who is spcnding this year with his father in Connecticut.’ My 
child had lived with me always, but this year on his graduation from 
primary school he went to live with his fathcr." 


COMMUNIST Nee AFFILIATIONS 


The following ‘epee being set forth herein was obtained through the 
cooperation of Confidential Informant T2: 


- 


Under date of ‘hugust 22, 1946, Dre SIDNEY s¥ Froci, Dentist ; 609 Medical 
4rts Building, 16th and Welnut Strccts, Philadelphia, Pas, home telephono 
. Trinity 1737, directed the following lettcr to subjects wife which read as 

follows: 


a: 


, "Dear Ruth: 


Last night our Forum Committee met. You can't 
know how much. your letter mcant to the committce,. 

As we agreed, I just sketched, or gave a short 
"summary of the first (political as you called it) part 
of’ the lettcr; Then I read them the Hollywood part of 
the letter, 


The committce can't wait to have you down herc, j 
I've never secn them so excited by anything. Your writing,» 
everi in a letter, are magic to them & me. We couldn't get 
over your understanding of our problems... It!s our business 
to think up ways of promoting the lectures. Yet here we 
have from a speaker ~ not only acceptance to speak —- but _ 
the best damn promotional ideas & ways of raising money we 
ever heard of} . 
,ané even suggestion for Title} Vas liked best — 
. ‘Hollywood and ‘its 200 million victims It was as 
if somebody gave them a shot of adrenalin, Theytre so 
hopped up. The success of the whole serics is assureds 


As for the first part of the letter, - Wetve 
had similar difficultics herc at times. Our gang showed 
wondcrful constraint. I'm surc they were dying to read 
the first part. But not one asked. Very serivusly it was - 
decided that you are a comrede who has. samc disagrecnent who, 
in a well disciplined wey is making her protest in a serious 
disciplincd manner. Theat it's none of their business, . That 
they arc most anxicus to take thc chance of some difficulty. 
later for the prize of heving Ruth licKenney open up their | 
serics. : ee 

Wetre very gratcful to you. You!ve cut out a big 
job of work for yourself. Wetll gct ell thé benefit. But 
if you're willing —‘welre dyin! that you do. So please pre- 
pare the manuscript, anc let us have it as so.n as possible, _ 


We'll work out on ell your ideas & if things go well 
welre thinking of getting a bigger hall for the first session. 


~J- 


"Enclosed ‘find your lettcr. a 
Wetre very grateful to you, welre very anxidtis to shake 
your hand & to hear your blast on Hollywood. 


We doantt know'as much about Hlwodd as yuu do — but wetre 
just as mad as you. 


"PoS. The party we hove for you on the 19th will be just 
as much fun for us as the rest of the doings, 


r 


Thanks for this LOO. 


How absut bringing Richard & the kids down? Lect me explain 
about cur house. ~- My wife, my kid & I (ege 34) have bought 

a big house with lots of ground with to other couples & their 
kids (one each). Welve established what we like to eall the 
tPirst Philadelphia Collective!, Welve got-loads of room & T 
think your kids would like a trip to meet & fight with our 
kids. , ; : , 


How tbout it? 


Sid." 


Under date of August 30, 1946, RUTH iic KENNER ABRATST EN cireetca a letter - 
to Dr. SIDNEY S, BLOOL 609 Medical Arts Building » 16th énd Walnut Strects 


PhiladcIphia, Pay, ESTHER end’cthers interested. The Icttcr apparently 
was addresscd to.Doctor BLOOH in Philadelphie and ineieste thet RUTH wo 
not be able to visit the Doctor due to pressure of hur i9rk, Pertinent 
sections of thc lettcr reac’ as follows: 


{ 
t 


i 

"My husband and Tarc about to be expelled fro the Communist 
Party. In about ten days or two wecks, I shrida muppose, We 
shall be expelled from this orgenigation which we have loved 

‘ 80 much and which has becn the ecnter of our liives for tyclve 
years; we arc going to be expelled not-for our disagroement wi 
the policics of the Uational Committcc, but snl a suries of 
baseless and (considcring the truth of our lives) ironie ac- 
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"cusations, Yestcrday'two young men from the Control Com. 
mission came to our housc. I was in bed I've been ill for. ° 
a week with the aftermath cf 2 sinus operation, so all this 
wretched drama tock placc in sur bedroom and just at the 
climax our’ beby arrives home from hcr nursery school with a 
fever of 1024 and whet turned out to be a strep sore throat ; 
so even in this tragic and solemn moment all the usual crises of . 
of our family lifc invaded the political crises of our Lives Sea 
and everything was left suddenly unresolved and with no : 
formal, stated conclusions, In any case, our threes hour 
intervicw vith these two young people (so’heavy-spirited, and ‘ 
smug, and thoughtless, and uncaring — ah; one cannot help but 
feel a sorrow for youth with so Little caapassion or depth 
of heart—- one would have thought thcy were auditors conduct— 
ing an inquiry on dclinguent bookkeepcrs for the Elks{ )}—wqll 
(and another aside: after all, they arc young and did not 
live through the agony of spirit we felt with the gala 
of the Party under Browdcr, to them nothing hes hi S 
in history, and nothing threatens then, they do not hic 
away in the nights, sweating for fear their children will 
nevcr’live out their years, nevcr have 4 chrrve to love; or 
marry, or feel the depths of life's experience, Yoting | 
people do not have compassion or imagination of’ spirit. I 
never had such fuelings myself when I was young. Without 
suffering one cannot comprehend experiencé. Richard told 
them whet happenec to us at San Francisco, hoping that perhaps 
they would understand us a little, He told ofthe day we 
learned, vcry slowly and stupidly’for liarxists, that World 
War IIT-was not only possible but, in terms of history, of 
decades, imminent—the day Argentina was admitted and the : ‘ 
United States announced its implacable hostility to the Sovict 
Union; the day the post-war period began. He tol¢ about that 
night mecting with the French and Greek and Yugoslav Communists; 
and how they locked at us’ with’the bittcrness of hatred and said 
to us it is your movencnt, you, YOU, who have done this to us. 
‘The French girl ssid, !Seven hundred thousand French ‘men anc women 
died for the French Communist Party, dice for peace and frecdon, 
How many imericans dicd for the imerican Communist Party?! 
And Richaré tolc these two young men who sat before us as our 
juceses, stern, and very certain, and with a light flickering 
smile on their faccs— he told them of whet this night had meant 
to us. How we felt a shame so immense it was like a physical’ 
agony; how we turned away from these men an d women of Europe, . Pe 
afraid to look in their faccSesee ind the two young men from ee 
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the Control Comission listened to this story, smiling clever— 
ly, and finelly interruptcec, one of then seying briskly, !e 
arc not intcrested in your cxeuscss..! Well, it is not easy 


. 


to be young and in a sense I fucl 2 certain pity -for these young 


men for life cannot always shicl¢ then from truth, and if they 
are men of’food heart, which I am sire they arc, for they arc 
Communists, if then they have love in their spirits, they 
will one day also taste the bitterness of shanc, the agony 

of hezring in their own souls the question: Why did you also 
turn away from the suffering: ones? “Why dic yeu forget that, 
even as to the least of thom, the Chinese child starving at 
this‘hour, so it shall be to you and to yours?eers Aid again, 


«ell, this is a long aside on the characters of these two young 


men, but it is difficult to explain to you what has hapoenec 


to me without having you know somewhat about these young peoplc, 


so recently; ané so proudly soldiers in the Amcrican army, 
For you scc, to them these matters «f Marxist theory which we 


fing so terrible to contemplate, these quustions of impcrialisn, 


of concentrati.n of cepital,‘of the dircetion of the fieccrican 
capitalist class—— all this, which to us is the very key of 
existenec, the matter on which the Lives of our own beloved 
chi§idrcn ane the lives of-helf the world depend— all this, 
you sec, was of a nothing, to these youngsters, a nothing so 
ercat thet they could not even believe thet we were truly in- 
volvceg in these questions. One of the young men scic, with’ 
such a great innocence thet onc could smile © little at hin, 
1t 2on!é have time for all this theory; I!m too busy with 
working for peace and working to build the Party; I'm a 
practical workers! Richard sighed and said, !4nd were you too 
busy during’the Browder period to-think about theory?* — and 
he answered, with a fine, clowing, almost tremulous pridc, 
his face swect with the telling of it, 'I was fighting for 
my country against Fascism.! “ What can one ansver to this 
fiery and imocent youth? it this moment, even in all the 
sorrow cf the aftcrno n, I could only fecl 2 tenderness for 
him. ‘If life were very simple, ana ncrhaps so:n it may be 
again, for this youngstcr, reduced to the finel simplicitics, 
the last terrible, clear, and sunlit choiscs-- if life were 
to be so tasily comprehended,’ this young soldicr cotld alucys 


: 


wear om his face, like a fla’, the seme swect prides snc then, 


- 


° 


since hc is so young, his imagination is still also very simple; 


he cannot ery out in the long nights of sleepless thinking. 


See 


. 
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Usecing arain ane again, the harsh and corrupt and implac- 
able facc of Byrnes, glowing with his own kind of harsh’and 
triumphant pridc; this frce to destroy « thvusan¢c hopes, 
this face with its own simplicities, its own arrogenccsSeecs 
Yus, the youngster from the Control Commission docs not 
have the darlmess of his nichts peopled with the image of dying 
at Hiroshime, the Chinese child raising its head for a moment 
to stare with eyes of suffering beyond specch into the lens 
of a newsreel cameras; yes, these two young soldiers (for they 
have still the trick of military bearing; one imagincs thea 
easily in the uniform, proud of its simple glorics) do not 
heve to Live.with the imagcs of Bymes, aré the’dying Chincse 
child, anc the infinite agony of-Hiroshima, all; all of this 
compounded with their own hearts, anc the question repeatcd 
endlessly anc endicssly in the accented, passionate voice . 
of the Grock c omrede who criee cut at Richard and me more 
than a ycar ago: Hy wife anc my four children, dead.ésall 
dcacess Don't you have any earc for them?- You) You fat 
Americans, Living so easy; and especially, living. Don't you 
have any-shame for your Living? Can you not even weep for 
my dead ones? Youl. hat have you done, what will you do,, to 
mourn my dédd ones and ell the’other dead ones? Nothingt 
Nothing\! .... "ell, these voiccs I hear forever arc the 
voices of time and history and suffcrine and thought and fear 
and compassion. ‘The compassion I learned from living; I was 
no different from these tro young ones of the Control Commis~ 
sion when’I wes also their age; I cannot think of them with 
hostility, aithough perhaps I should., But I understand’ their 
simplicitics, it was.oncc also so for me, and‘if I think,yes, 
but history, the implacable hours of our time, history has 
happened, is it too much that thcy should telescope expcricnce 


‘and learn compassion and sorrow and fear anc resolution and the 


courage of the mind, from history? But it-is too much,.. ivan 
does net Live by history alone. I thought, oncc,, yesterday, 
of forcing them to listen while I read to them, out loud, the 
story in this weck!s New Yorker mgazine of what happenca to 
Hiroshima, Only I could not read it aloud, for I have ruad 

it three times and each timc ended unable to speak, unable to 
see the type for my tears. I have thought—— what if somebody 
had a mecting;- and at this mecting had somebody read: akoud this 
story of Hiroshima; and- showed at this meeting the newsrecl . 
pictures of the burned anc tormented Japancse babiés, dying 
from the cruel radiation burns... what if nothing was scid at 
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Wall at this mecting of polities, but only there was told of 
what we— we Americans—— did to 300,000 human boingse:ae But: 
I know it weule be no usc, not with such as these youngsters, 
these military prouc young soldicrs whe visitcd us yesterday 
in all thir simple priccus.... How can they ween bittcrly for 
the death of a chile, when they regard with simple, sweet 
astonishnent any sug;«stion thet they bear the death-of this 
far away Japencse chil¢c on their own souls? Besides, shildren 
arc not Loved in gcencrel, or easily, or without knowing. One 
comes to weep with suffering “for the death of a Japanese child 
because onc hes learned in all the endless nights of watching ° - 
over one!s own sick children, or sitting in the school aucitoriun, 
nost sick with apprchension while’ one!s ovin beloved recites 
the spcech he fears he will forgcts,. Out of such a fabric ~~ 
of existcne¢é, cut “«f such moments of imaginative perception, ~ 
out of lifc,’-one learns the tenderness of fcecling for children, 
all children, every wey; indeed, one requircs a ccrtain age 
befors the corcless arrogance of youth diministes and onc fecls 
for chilcren the fierce protective. passion of life itsclf. Onc 
must first grasp that one!s scneration is not immortal; one must 
first sit with growing’time and knew, not intelicctually but with 
one!s bones and spirit, thet one is not .the end, that timc docs 
not stop with one's own heart-~ and then, with this difficult 
lesson learnec, one turns to the children with a decpness of 
spirit. These children arc life itself; aftcr we arc dcac they 
- shall live; they are sacre*; all children are sacred'as Life itself 
is sacred. And so the death of this & apancse baby is terrifying 
to the human spirit; here nas a child, and this child would have 
“ Lived after my timc on, earths; but now this child is deads dead in 
agony and terror; dead because I -- an american — medc it dead. 
I? the question comes in the night. Did you kill the child? 4nd: 
sonctimes the answer is evasive; one’ twists in the night and replies, 
“Twelve years I have becn a Secaiaise. the whole span. of my thinking : 
adult Lite » from my youth to ny maturity, all of that’timc, Twelve 
years I thought and worked, to the best of my ability, to save that 
chile. I—TI did not’ kill hin. Not.I. But this answer (which I 
know is the answer of the two younre sdldicrs fron the Control Cor. 
mission) is 2 lie. Yes, I killed’ hin. I killed him because T 
failed my own knowleec:e anc truth, Beceusc when I knew the 
4mcrican workings class, which might really and actually heve saved 
thet child, if it hac only not sold itsclf curing the years of the 
ware. well, vihen I knew the Ancrican working class was betrayed ~ 
by its lcadcrs, I dic nothing. Nothin, Perhaps even if I 
had spoken the truth the child might still have died. But this we Bea 
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"is nata calculation an honorable man may makes This begs the 
questions thet come in the nicht. The truth from many people 
would certainly have saved thet child. The truth from onc per 
son may nave savec. nothing, and: yét to evacc, to twist away, 
to turn onc’s face from the truthe.. none of this can avail us 
* the final question.ang the final answer. For ny memory is charged ! 
with the heavy voile. of the Grrek comrade saying to me with 
bitter hatred, Don't you have any shame for your Living?t # 
Once curing this long afternoon with the two young men, I tried, - 
not very‘viclL, to say why I felt compellcd to speak out-‘on, for - 
instance, the policics of our Perty on Chinaj One of the young ¢ 
men turncé to me with greet fury. and shuutec, iF heve been a soldicri 
Don't you think I want to stop a war? Don't dare to sncak as 
though you wore the only cnet! but before I could reply that I 
aid not cuestion his uttcr sinccrity (and sinplicity) on this 
mattcr, he went on, !Not thet I think you DO carve about a wars 
I know your gane.! , 


"Wor this brines us to the sad. business of telling yu what has 
hanppenea to Richard and me. In a sense it was a great anc heavy 
shock to us, It was not that we did not anticipate people would 
“vivlently disarree with our ideas on policy; but I sunnose we arc 
rathcr naive and isolated, as writers, - For it appcars that 

our famous reoort, (on which, one must admit it is ironic, we 
worked so hard, so many endicss hours to make it good and correct 
and honest) is of a much nothings Indeed, in the entire con- 
versation of three hours and more, it wes only mentioned a fow 
tines, in passing, ironically, with smiling faces by our two ¢ 
young men who cllowed thensclves (with a childish sort of fantasy, 
poor young ones|) the airs of prosccutors— you~ lnovi » Lronic 

- smiling, sudden blasts of the voice, Glevérness, ('Do vou deny 
that..4) tricks of cross erAmimtion.. fh, then you admit that on 
the night ofse.! And so on. One fears that thesc young men have 

: . studied t+» well the sccnes’in the movies, They camc sarepared : ‘ 

to wring the 'truth! out of-us; they an-arontly expecte¢c to trap! D 
us; indeed, at thevery end, one of them, thc youngest, the one whose 

face was so swect as he spoke of being a soldiern-—— this one took 

his notebook out, to naively check over the list of questions 

which they had apparcntly prepared with great ecre ant cleverness, 

"And. all this was abéut—~ well, I do heve to stop anc laugh, al- - 

though it is so sad, It sccms that Richard and I did not prepere 

this rcport for our little branch in Norwalk, to persuacé thun we 

should have a different policy on China, and so ones, Nov’ Indeed nv. we 
It scoms that we arc part of amysterizus cabal, a faction, a sinister “ 
organization which performs its awful wondcrs in mystcricus and 
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"secret underground channels. las, Richard and I couldn't help 
but leuch, sedly, after our tno prosecutors had finally made 
an undramitic exit, because of the baby's fever, I wonder what 
on carth they teke us for? Two writers, whe work all day long 
pouncing typcewritcrs, taking carc of babics, “sweating ena struggle 
ing-with the combination of earning a living, supportinz the child- 

\ ren, and still having time to write.what we fondly hope arc Marx 
ist bookseees ach} When we would have tine for these mystcrious 
endeavors I do not know, but TI suppose these youngsters on thc 
Control Gonmission are Like-most laymen they imagine writing is 
easy, a sort of. part-time occupation=-~ you know, write a chapter 
of a novel in the morming, imock off, wash the baby's diapers; 
ect lunch, reid the A and P for meat, serub the kitchen floor, 
rush around anc start « faction of the Communist Party bctwecn 
4 ond 5, ect cinner, write a chaptcr of a noycl after dinner and 

‘ then gallop out to attend 4 mecting of this sinistcr anc seerct 

-foree from 10 to 11. fh mof But then all leymen,; old or youns, 
Communists or members of the Nil sharc this theory about writers; ° 
writcrs art sunposec to write between 6:30 and 7:15 pee LIE OP aa. 
The rest of the tire they do.othcr thincs. In this case organize 
a scerct faction. 


’ “ 


Well, it wes all very tragic for us. It was not we arc conceited, 
and suppose: our idees .n policy should/ or could/ or/ would super’ 
sede the formal policy of the National Comaittce. On the contrary, 
Gutcl.sappose, in our naive fashion, thet wo cic think thet dis- ° 
cussicn of policy’was in itself a good thing and. officially encour- 
aged; “we did hope, certeinly, that the Deily ‘orker would event- 
ually, if our branch voted for our report, publish’ some parts of it 
and that there would discussion, people writing in, and so on. | For 
that mattcr, I suppose most Coruinists, I mean uncxaltec ones, rank 
and filers like oursclves, did suppose that discussion of policy was’ 
a’ good thing, and encouragcd by everybody in the leaccrship. Indeed, 
I still fecl very strongly that,a Communist Party to be a real 
Marxist party must have discussion anc controversy anc sharp (not : 
ae silly little debatcs ontactics) fifhts, if you Like, on basic 
policics enc positions of our Party. Otherwise the political 
level of our Party remains at its prescnt pathetically low state; 
otherwise we cannot crow anc learn to fight in this hour of doon 
anc tragecy for our world, civiligation itsclfs.e. 


tI don't know.., Meybe this kind of thinking, this kind of frec and 
indepcnecent and scrious and pessinnate strugslc for ideas in our 


party will yct srow out of our party ranks, Just because in our 
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"case it endec so abruptly anc tragically is not to argue Marxist 
thought cannot exist in our party. It mey be thet for some 


reason we wore Cislikcc anc thet this is just cne of those os 
personal things’ thet happen in any organizetion... I hope so. 

‘ I even think so; I guess... After all, we arc just tvo unin- ; 
portent writurs, not esscntial in any way to the party. The J 


.party will grow stron: anc tough and. Nerxist anc powerful 

quite without us. A ccrtain perspective is roquirecees.. no 

mettér hoy much sorrow this is to us, I doubt: (a hearty laugh 
here{) whether our personal tragedics will heve much bearings: 


on the eventual triumph of the american working class] 


"So I cantt view what hes happened to us on a great plane of 

exaltce politics, It may be just an acciccnt, in the sense 

that since we re not very important at all, our case wis 

lightly cismissca and not thought abcut' very much by the : 
lead-rship to whom (even I ean very well sec) the fate of * 

a novélist and a historian is hardly first class political 

event, Of course such !Long-—view! thcughts do net stop the 

personal feclings of pain anc sorrow. 


- - 


"For instanec, these two young men roared at us, with, as I said, 
the motion picturc technigue of the carin; young District At- 
torncy-—- 'Do you ceny you saidees! and then followed the most 
apnalline serics of accusatisns I have cvur heard. We were 
supposed to have sid the most sensetionel anc terrible things 
about varius people, most of whon vie, wrdcly know. For instance, « 
We were supposed to have aecused Ge émnis of having a 
mystcrious and sinistcr other name, etc. Apparcntly the 
two young men prosceutors do not have very sharp ears, or they 
would have realized how funny this particuler accusation is. 
~~ call my husband Richard (Branstcn ) anc they called hin Comrede 

Bruce Minton. This would hardly be a houscholéc wherc the busi- 
ness of heaving two names would be considccred sinister| For 
that matter I never heard of Dennis! having tio namcs (or tent) 

: before in my life; never even heare the question raisce; cor 
tainly nevcr cenouncec him for it. A11 that I hed to say 
éabvut Gene Dennis was in sur report; and it dees not conecrn 
the number of names hc has, to put it mildly. . and thet was ~ 
the least of the accusations. The things we were sunposed to 
have saie do not bear repeating, Indced, I was cxtreacly shocked 
that these two leds from the Control Commission bandicc around 
such terrible anc Cisgusting anc cangcrous cherccs3 they wore 


awfully Lishtminds<e about renesting sueh things, I thouckt. anwis.. 
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his chair cn since I was bed,.1cancc over my becpost anc shock 


a } a . 


- 


"Once they stopped, and said (the leading one, this was)se< !I 
have authority fron the National Comiittce to teil you, Con- 
race licKenncey anc Comrace Linton that the background and true 
napes anc history of every membcr of the leadership of this or- 
genization has been thoroughly investi:ated anc nons cf them arc 
stoolpigeons...' Richard and I heard this with a scnsc of 
positive nightmarc. What on eartht Onc takes for granted, - re 
to put it mildly, such things. All I could say to this was, .° 
with gaping javi, 'hy,.. naturally... naturally... my goodness... 
ant.sg one Then they wore very "shrewd" and "clever! in their 
prosecutions. Oh dear, it was rather silly, even though it 
was so sad. ot first Richard and I dicn!t at all understand what 
they were talking about, ‘Ye kept trying to talk about famous 
report, and imperialism, anc China, and’ Byrnes anc the atom bomb 
anc s0 on; and they kept shouting at us, drowning us out, bawling 
(shaking their fingers, you knowb) 'Did you or did you not sayeee! 
Oh dear} \ 


linyway finally we realigca that this was a star chamber investiza-- 
tion; that these tyo youth (however their information was givan 
them) sinecrcly belicvec us-- USI——- to be factionalists anc ; 
organizers of some mystcrious underground foree against the Party, 
and that we had made a serics of outragcous and terrible statements 
to—— to whom??? 


"This was the thing. “hen we finally get aviekencd to the mattur 

‘af hand, we ssid, indignantly (and naturally, I should suppose) 
to whom did we say all this? How? vihcn? “hat orsanization? What 
meetings? ‘hen did we attcnd them? ??? 


* 


"But a-ha} it sccmcc that to ask such qucstions was to disnlay our 
fuilt!. «The District Attorney narrowed his eyes dramatically 
anc said, Mie will inform you of whotestifics avainst you abt‘the 
proper moments! at this point I got good and sore and yelled, 
What is this, the Gestapo???t The District Attorney jurnmec cut 


Pay 
iy 


his finger at me, You call a Control Comsission ccfuencinge the 
unity of the narty a Gestapof! 


- 


"So I epologizec ana said, this time really bewildered, '¥cs but 
what IS this <1 about? ‘hy co you conc here and insult us? 
het unccrgrounc faction? I never cven hearc of it. 


"The tyovyoung men laugh, scerctly, anc bittcrly, with contcmpt. 
So alas, we arc Ivft at en impasse, They arc convinecd we eke 
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"secret plots arainst the party and belong to an orsanizetion 
which holds secret mectings (which we a tcnd) undertakes 

scérct wreelkine activitics (which we assist) and so on and so 
on, To which we eon only reply that we make no plots, we be- ~ 
leng t2 no groups, scer¢t or otherwise, vhich oppose the party, 
we uncertake no wrecking activities and that, in fact, we have 
written a report on the Nat!1 Comaittce mecting, with whose 
a@cLiberations, as reportce in the Dil we Gisagree, So there you 
are, And never the twain shel mect. j 


on ad 7 . - 


NOf course there was morc, d¢finitcly more. Tor example, at one 
point the District .ttorney (his assistant, the young man with 
the sweet facc’did not have so much to say anc secmcd more hunane 
toviare. the end, as though the effort of acting cut the stern im 
placeble role of the prosgeutor had cxhaustec him anc he was re- 
lapsing into his normal swect tsuel behavior) agein gat to his 
feot and demanded a List of the names of our fricnds to whom we 
may rave written lettcrs on politics during the past yeart ‘Well, 
ordinarily the names of our friends arc cortainly no scerct we 
recite their nacs with pride.” But at this blaring and shoubing 
we both withdrew, open-mouthed. Richard said, slowly, !Bub will 
writings to a fricnd subject him to this kine of insulting attack? 
Is merely boing a fricnd of minc a crimc? How will you use such 
a list of names?! ; 


"The Dee rcplics loudly: !I do not-have to tcll you hew these 
names will be used3 but I warn you, refusing to tcll us who your 
connections are will-be considerce 2 sign of your guilt. 


"NGonneetionss Even twenty-four hcurs letcr tris word makcs me 
half laugh and helf cry; and I still fecl in it 4 sharp sense 
of nightmarc. . CGonncetionslL It is too sad, too pitiful... of 
course wo cicn!t answer aftcr THiT. But it would’ hardly take 
much rcsearch to’ciscover the namcs of ovr fricnds. 4s‘a matter 
of fact, I never, or almost never write a letter at all, I have 
no timc. Richerd writes to two people in California, one of | 
then his cousin who is (h'mann, eh???) head of the world Borax 
trust and was recently prosccutcd for anti-trust. IT suppose 
this is pretty sinister but it just happen, 1 is Richard's 
childhood; all of it that is left t: him aftcurhe became a- 
Communist, the one human being out of his whole past who still 
leves him and speaks to him in spite of Richard!s dccision to 


2 ° is : ey : . : 
fight the system that Jim defends. ane the other fricnd Richarc: 
writes to in California is a movic writcr, a swect, talentcc suy, 


. 
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'Nbut not much intcrestce one way or the othcr in politics.’ 


Oh I mean he has political principles, deep and warm’ ones, 

but he is not much involved in organization thincs..., you 
knoWeee’ Gnd so it gocs, in gencral. Such are our con- : 
nections, I syppose our proudest fricnds are Christina 

‘Steac. and pitlfsiakes Christina is without coubt ono “of the 
greatcst Living novelists and Bill is a wonderful and hunhane 
persons ‘We sec them a good deal ané talk European hoch 
politique, I mean thcy aren't Communists, but they are Marxists. 
I have always thought it was a dcfect that they did not join the 
Party, but they ar¢ European intclicctuals anc think of these ~ 
things ciffcrently,“feeling that their work is what thcy writc,. 
th mes In any casc, I suppose they arc !conncctions! but it 
secms rathcr funny to think of: them that‘way, they are scarcely 
intcrested in Gene De ! name or names, they talk about con— 
ecntration of capital in London trusts and the revival of 

French banking’ and the influence of Rimbaud on fragon, and so 
ONsesedh§ Anyway, it is to such as these we arc supposcd to 


‘ have written sinistcr letters; and with such pcople as thcse 
we hold dark mysterious mectings and organize wrecking activities. 


Oh dear...» dear... Waen I think of my twelve ycars in the 
Party anc how I have loved it, and love it now, and then when 
I think of these poor sad childishriesses, these pathetic little 


imitations of Humphrey Bogart movics and 25 cent detective storics.. 


flast ithough, I ought to say charitably, becaitse I really do 
not fecl malice or hostility to thesc Control Commission young - 
men-— it was obvious that they bclicved these things, and so one 
ought not to be too hard in thinking of their’ bchavior. In some 
ways they were a little funny; once thcy said, !'You will have a 
fair trial; we will try you.! Then they looked blank and sur- 
prised when we laughedt Poor young onest and then sf course 
they siniply do not know what people of our kind.are like. That 
is not to say they should. And -heaven knows I neither fecl 
patronizing or contemptuous of their simple, direct and rather 
heavy characters, They are not workers, of coursc, because they 
do not know very much about life, anc’ workers of the ir age would 
have more perception, mare compassivn, morc hesitation in frecly 
assigning guilt, in casily and with youthful sncers dismissing 
our feclings about - life in this time of tragedy. (They kept 
smiling ironically, ycu know, all through our trying to explain 
why we fclt responsible and-why we had to speak out). But al~ 
though they’are not workers, and, obviously think of themsclvcs 
as 'clever!, 
al orga nization pcople, and such people ere very importent to ow 
Party. Timc will teach them about people. Just now that is a 


0m 


they arc of course very sincere; they are profcssion. 
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tweakness, They samc to our house and listened to our 

voices anc looked into our faces and had no more notion of 

vhat inncy compulsions we fucl, what intellectual expcericncées 

we have suffered, what we Live with cv.ry hour of the day, what 

we feel for cur children, what we fccl for culture anc artese : 
none cf this ecvld they possibly understand, poor souls. We 7” 
were Like a blank wall te thom, and although we understood 

them well cnoush, we sould not: reach them with any words, 5, they are 
just now, in their proud youth, too finished, tr perfect, too 
arrogant, to> polished s: to speak, to hear voices fron bchind 
their thift walls, to listen t« fear and sorrow and compassion. 

I belicve in these tyio young people, though, in spite of every- 
thing. Someday’the bright slick perfect hare polish will be 

ehippec by life, by history, maybe by the simple proccss of © 

having a baby or learning an idea... and then they will hear. 

I hope you do understand I don't blanc theese two youth and-that 

I don't feel anything but w ry sort of sorrow thet it happened to 
be their brisk personélitics which brought us all this sorrow 

anc. shock yesterdayaes 
Well this has becn t66 Long already and I only meant to write 

you @ paragraph notel.. ‘I’ suppose now that I have started, I 
sheulé finish up the rest.,, Finally, towards the end of the 
inturvicw. they referred ts the resolution to expel us whieh the ° 
branch we belong to will eonsidcr rmxt Viednesday—~ as it turns out, 
to no purpose. If they~do expel us, the young men are rclicved 

of a job; if they don't, the youth #ill have a !trial! so it is 

six of one and half dozen of the others In any casc, we had 

felt very indignant when we read this rcesoluticn to expel. For 

one thing, it said we wrotc in the language of a thearst editorial! , 
Alas, Our most passionate and considered boda cate editorials t 
Then it saic'we slandcred the party’leadership; and when the 
District ittorney finally announced, in his heavy, lugubrious stylc, 
that NOW we would speak of the’ report (this aftcr 2 hours and 4S 
minutcs of shaking: the finger about our mystGricus connections, étc, ) 
he Cismissec the rcport in a worde One word. 'It!s 911 slanccrs! 
he said indignantly. ‘Even if you hadn't done all these other 
things this rcport would be enough to expel you, It's just slander;,.° 


"T suppose at this point I was more discouraged than ebout anythine 
in my life. Hc went on to say that, !411 the members of the Natt 
Committee say it's SLANDsR', 


"Slander$. ine we had LO paces of sarcful Logical exaninaticn of 
‘the Dennist report. Their reply is simple— slancer, I felt 
tears in my cycs whcn he ssid that. I still cannot belicve 
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- that nobody in our party thinks about policy, or even 
considers an honest inquiry into party policies. “Surely 
somebody carcs more about theory than-just to say, about 
a qifferenee with the Nat!l Committce, slander! I do not 
belicve these two youth quite undcrstooc. Perhaps it nas 
thoucht best, sincc they are not intercstec in theory 4 Yall 
do not pretend to understand Harxism (tI dontt read all those 
reports the District Attorney seid‘haughtily, I mean I read 
them of course but hot in that way, not to thank about if they 
Nare wrong, I mean... Itake orders} Again he repeated this 
proucly, I take ordcrs¥).... So perhcps: for these two youth it was 
thought best to tell them that our rcport was just slandcr, so 
thet they wovld not gct confused, or troubled in their minds, 
That was probably ite... anc then evcn worse and much morc tragic, 
for us. Having announced the opinion of the Nat!i Committcc, 
for whom he apparcntly speaks with perfect aplomb, the young 
Prosceutor went on with a stern and holy and somehow dedicated 
air, !Besides, it woulcn't mattcr what was in the report. It 
was anti-party activity to disagree or even guestion —- QUESTION 
| I scic— the report of the Nat!1 Comaittcea, Party monbers sik 
NOT ALLOWED to disagrec, It is their job to CARRY OUT the dc- 
cisions of the Nat'l Committec, NOT TO DISCUSS them.! The 
capital lettcrs are because at this point Pe was standing up 
, again shouting at uss We were so shockcd we could only stare. 
Finally Richard saic, mildly enough,that we had made the report 
tecause our branch passed &@ resolution tclling him to write 
this reports that the constitution specifically says (I mean 
the CP constitution) that members have the DUTY to make policy 
between conventions, and so on anc so’on.’ In fact the State wis 
Orcanizer had stateca to us and our branch, !They have a perfect 
right to make this report and if they disagrec With policy they 
heve THe DUTY of bringing it up in the branch! 


WRichard hed the greatest cifficulty saying this te th. two 

youth of the Control Commission because they kept shoutins at hin 
so much. Indced I wondcr if they ever even heare him reading’ 
from the Constitutisn? I hardly think so. Becausc it scencd, 
in the cnc, that it- was our QUESTIONING the published reports 

of the =at!l Comnittce insteac of OBEYIHG them (they usec that 

; wore) that affected these two young men more than anything else, 
I mean, they were acting out their prosccuting business while they - 
questionec us so !shrevdlyt anc trice to tring out facts! 
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"from us, But when it came to the point of our having. written 

a report QUESTIONING (their shouting, not my emphasis) the 

Nat'l Comittee pronouncements, then they werc beside themselves 
With cmotion. I exséct partly this is a hangover of thcir so 

recent military past, Probably they werc very good scoldicrs, 

maybe officers, and‘ probably they have a hatred for people who 
inquire into things, who ask questions, I mean, just an emotional 
bias against such kind of people, For example, poor youths. when 
‘Richard spoke of our past and how we had strugpled ageinst 
BROWDERTISN but not enough and not publicly, he said, grinning - 

; (this was carly in this extraordinary afternoun)s, | So you sec, 

_ I'm afraid I was promature anti-Browdcrite, 1 Of course this was 
‘@ joke, an old hackneyed one, Fancy our somewhat startled sur 
prise when the young District Attorney cried passionatly, "Yes, ~- 
and plenty of other premature anti-Browderities have becn oxpelled, 
don't you worry; once you violate discipline, you....! But Richard 
stopped him therc, I mean, at that early point in the conversa— 
tion, we felt rethsr sorry for the two young men so solemnly acting..,- 
out the role of prosecutors and we did not want to lot the leader 

of them make an uttcr ass of himself, But only imaginc! Apparently 
ke has never even-hcard the joke about premature anti-browdurites, 
which Comrade Foster told me himself with much laughing the last tine 
I saw him... Well, in any case, it comcs down to the fact that at 
least these two comrades from the Control Commission sincerely 

and earnestly beli¢ve that it is an anti-party activity to cucstion 
any action, policy, or statement of the Hatll Committee between 
conventions, When this was finally esteblished in my bedroom T 

felt so exhausted and tired and ill and sad in iny mind and ubterly 
defeated that I only wished they could magically fade away fron my * 
Sight, and that my ears Mould not have to Listcn.to then ever arain, 
any morc. “Richard said to- the last,-in a tired voice y only, ell, 
we thought, we still think, comrades, that it is the right end 

duty of every Communists to question and debate the actions » policics 
and statements of the leadership. This i8 callec democratic central 
ism. Lenin described it. It was the failure of the practice of 
democratic centralism which brought about Browdsrisn and Liquidated 
our party ct the very hour when history made its greatest dumands- 
upon USe!s+, He cidnt make this statonent all at oncc y» Of course, 
as they seemed besct with fury by such an arguacnt. They intcr— 
rupted end shouted hotly at Richard and’he finished his statnent with 
great dirficulty. I suppose, of course, that since they are too 
young and inexpericnced to have ever felt responsible or betrayed 

or tragic over the Browder dcbacle that they simply do not and cannot 
comprehend whet it means to old party members, Likc ourselves » the 
restatencnt of just exactly thet dcadly crine, that awful mistake 
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twhich led us all into the betrayal of our dearest hopesiies 
Of course I simply and totally refuse to belicve that all or even 
many of the Nat'l Comnittce hold this attituec, I know Comrade 
Foster docs not belicve in this iron autocracy in the party. 
I eve spoken to him about it. I know he wants discussion and 
debate and policy’making by the rank and file. He has alweys 
belicved in the working class and I know he has the courage. 
and strength to draw his hope from the working ¢lass itsclf, 
Of course the two youth from the Control Commission were very— 
.what is a bettér wordsi,??? —snotty, I kept thinking, about 
Comrade Fostcr. It seems he is a tcaptive! in the national - ° 
leadership. That is, we were supposed to heve said this nyth, 
and when we said we hac never heard of such & vile canard they 
just laughed end said, in effect, oh come, come, that!s a well 
known tactic in-your factions Our faction} (Our faction is 
somewhat narrow, eh, consisting of Richard and mysslfl ) Well, 
I don't bélicve’ Bill #fostcr is, or ever will be, anybody's 
fcaptivet. Ard, as for democratic eccntralism, I personally 
‘believe that Elizabeth GurleyyFlynn will never forget it. TI read’ 
with tears in my eyes her statement of last year about how she 
was never allowed to ciscuss policy under Browdcr but always 
pushed around, just alloviing to agrec ant obey, not consult and 
meke policy; and I personally don't belicve she will ever allow 
thet crime of autocracy to happen againesee find so One I camnot 
believe the comrades on the Control Cormission speak with any real 
authority whéen-thcy clain NO discussion NO disagreement NO debat 
NO questioning, even, if party policics is ALLOYED between conven— 
tions. Aftcr all, it IS written down in the Constitution, and it 
MAS the shoal on which cur party was once before wreckedéesé Sob 
I just don't belicve that this accicent which has happened to us 
is conclusive -in the partyeces 


Well this is now really alle. You can sec from all this that it 
would not be right for mc te come to Philadclphies Every person 

I spoke to who happened to be a Cmmunist woul be fsuspect!t. 

Every word I said would be considcred part of an attempt to orgenizc 
a tfaction!. My very appearance would be considered !disruptive! 
and my every opinion 'wrecking!.. Iemict unterteke anything at 
all from now on in public or private on politics; for even my fecl-- 
ings about war are considered 'Trotskyite! and apparcntly even tell- 
ing other people what I felt about Byrnes and Sen Francisco end 
Hiroshima anc my fears for my own children arc thought slandcrous 
and wrecking and leftist and wreeking anc I dontt know what Ri sees 
It scems strange for me’to be suddenly and overnight an 'cnemy! of 
all that I love in lifc. : But now perhaps’ I will have much morc 

tinc for what is, aftcr all, my real work, writing. For meny 
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"years I have struggled with-the dilemna of how to be a 
Communist and also a writer, because sométincs it sccmec 

it was just plain impossible to do what the Parts asked me 
to do anc at the samc time write too. Of coursc TI do not 
speak of the rathcr sad—to me—— Liniteticns placed on my ser— 
ious audisnec’by my party activities: ‘Anyway that is not in- 
portant. They asked us, very shouting, and angrily: !If.. aftcres: 
you arc expelled from the Party, do you intcnd to organize a new 
Party? ??t Of course this rathcr comes uncer the stop—beating—your 
etc category, but even so, it seemed a remarkable question, Be- 
ginning next weck I guess I shall be acsstrictly private person 

anc my public work is concluded, I am not sure at all that it 

shoulc not always have becn this.way. I doubt that writcrs who 

are passionate and questioning and nervous anc ¥ orrying and * 
vmbittered and troubled and always searching and secking souls, 

I'm surc whether such people ever belong inside any orgenizetion, 

I “now it would have been much better for mc » personally, enc —- 
perhaps, I guess the two young men for. the Party would loudly 
agree-- better for the Party, if Like Lillian ficliman ang Ella 
Wintcr end NattyAJosephson and TazyStonc and all the other 
intcllectuals of! thet kiné— if I had never been an actual member 

of the Commuhist Party, I used to have (indeed for their politica] ‘ 
positions I still do have) a great contempt for these ! follow 
travellers! anc 'sympathizers! and-'ieft wingers!, I remember 
violent arcuacnts when I would say; 'It doesn't matter about my 
work.” Of course it more important, if Party Cisciplinc tells 

me so, that I make endless speeches and distribute Sunday Workers 

at 6 d.m, than I should write novels,.et and so ONees iiell, this 
was my own brightly polished and arrozant youths you can sce whi 

I understand the youth from the Gontrol Commission, -\ihcn I was 
young I thought writing and understancing was easy; I never struggled 
characters in my books because » ab the age of 25, I knew everythinc 
there was to know ebout people and living and sufferin: and passion; 


every word I write is a lone agony of thought and reflection and 


| nothing was complex because I knew everything Was simple. How 


! 


the hardest kind of work. Now T distrust all Sinplicitics because 
I have lesrned— just from bringing up three children if fron 
nothing elsc—— how life is a jungle of confusions, how no men who 
lives lives in a straight casy design, but that all life is action 
and intcraction, suffering and escasty, torment and rest.,,Oddiy,. ak 
perhaps, I believe in life itsclf with much morc passion anc devotion 
than in the deys of my easy simple youth. History hes siven me 
terror, but also compassion. It is a tcrriblc thing t2 live in 
tris day of ‘torment and of anguish, “hioh of us who Loves life ecn 
be surc then life will survive our era? ‘Which of us who looks on tn 
“pee 


Co 
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not, before i ; lived at all, die in some night of inhuman 

and burning I now that some intellectuals of our tines 
have Looked into the furnace of our era and turned away, shudder- 

ing and weeping, and now heve only hepe that th:; shall somehow 

be allowed to wander aviay, to escape; never to hear the voices 

crying out in their anguish for help, for’an end to pain, for an 

end to suffering. I know a writer who saw, in the newsrecls, the 
faces of Chinese children starved to death by Chiang and the 

Americans who use Chiang. He saw this face, a face that died 

before his eyes on.a newsreel screen 8,000 miles a way froma the 

time on earth of this child. “I think he went a little mad. He 
“has hho nore hope for anything. He wants to be let alone; he 
does not want the voices of any stranger near him; he is afraid 

to epen his door for fear there-will be a messaze from some -°* 

land of agony and terror. Yell, I do not have such fcclings, 

I hope, because I understand, “I have worked very hard to mastcr 
{a Little Karxism. I have begun to be able to think dialectly, 
jalthough it took me so long. I know that the working class of 
ithe whole world will take life in its hands and cherish it, 

‘and make it survive all torments, and I know that no weapon in 
.the hands of no matter how terrible an enemy can utterly kill thai 
‘spiral of human history which is our mutual glory. And this is 

not mysticism, it is historical matcrialism; dialectical-Harxism, ~ 

The pirit of men, that humanc and beautiful love of life, of histovy, 

which. was the music that Beethoven wrote, anc the poetry Shakespeare 

left impcrishable, and the piercing color that Picasso puts on his 
canvas, and the ideas liarx and Lenin and Stalin evolved for frecdonis 
.sake,- and the subborn faith they had at Stalingrad— all of this 
will survive; because no atom bomb can destroy lifc, because it is 

a contradiction that scicnec, which is man, will kill man himself. 

This I know; this I try to write every day at my typewriter; this 

I teach my children, I would not have you think that this accidcnt 

which has overtaken Richard and myself has not touched our hearts 
‘and made our spirits full of sadness and melencholy. But it can- 

not (hardlyt) hurt. thc working class, for we are only two writers, 
and it cannot turn us aside from our main purpose in lifc. For 

as long as I live I shall bcelicve that in the cause of the working 
‘ class is the hope of mankind, the hope of history, And-for as long 
‘as I life I shall. defend the cause of the working class, and writs 

for it, and teach my children to belicve in it. And perhaps it 

will be easicr for me personally to make this fight without the 
difficultics of belonging to an organization for which, perhaps, 

I was never will suited tompermentally. I do not know. In any 

case it hardly mattcrs noWewsee Ohaee Twas just thinking. She» 


"face of a beloved child can with certainty say this child will . 
iv 
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NT said some of what I have put down above to the young man’ 

from the Gontrol Conmmissidn, as he left, he said, sneering, 

with an unfortunatc-’expréssion of contempt and disdain on his 
handsome young face, !Oh, just’like Browder, eh?! I must have 
looked my shock, He explaincd, 'Browdsr also saide..-! But 

the other ene, the sweet—faced one, he interrupted and said 

with a troublcdexprcssion, 'That!s hitting below the belt;! which 
although a rathcr strange remark to make to an oldcr woman, was 
nevertheless heartfelt and very kind. He continucd awkwardly, 

, WAfterall, if shc thinks tHat's what she!s goirg to put in her 

' books, you have to give her a chences. t The older, morc exper- 
jienced prosccutor geve the same shred’ cynical laugh with vhich 

he had amuscd himscl? all aftcrnoong see And then as they moved out 
of the room they saw on my’bedroom wall a picture of my dvad 
sistor, They voluntecred, naively, that they had read the pook < 
and seen the motion picture about my sister, which they assured ine, - 
‘Was awfully good.! I could only sigh. They had earlier said 
(contemptuously) they had aot read any other booxs written by 
either me or Richard, I always fccl sad when it apocars that 

not only the vulgar’ capitalist world thinks of sy writing only 

as a cheap humorist, but also even my comrades, for vhom I nave 
tried very hard to write honestly and passionately... however, 

I expect that docsn!t mattcr. Perheps they would have understood 
Richard and ne a little better if they imcew what-wo are really- 
like, in the only way we really reveal ourselves, in our books, our 
serisus booksSes oe 

"And so, on this note of naive and bemused and slightly aviestruck 
admiration of the book which made a motion picture (Rosalimt Russel. 
was you, wasn't she??!) we four’parted, the tio assured’ young 

men from thc Control Comaission, and Richard and mysclf, the 
convictéd and doomed and (but for the formalitics) finished Com 
munists. 

"As for these formalitics, Richard and I are not sure whether tie 
will subject olursclvcs to all the agonics of going through them.. - 
I don't know... They will not discuss our ideas; if they wovld, 
our conscicnce would reguire of us that we discuss policy.... 301 
it is somewhat undignified to hear a repetition of this assauit oz 
our honor and our hcearte.,. Of well I'm not sure and it desnit 
make any differcnes anyway. Iam not curtain I will be well 
enough te go through such a meeting or mcetings and if it werenis 
for Richard I shwuld never trouble with it, as such things as 
formalitics always annoy me; I hate pointless thingss... 
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"T do not know whether they intcnd’to make public our being expclicd. 
I suppose so, of course, If not, naturally it will be private. Eow-— 
evcr, because I am really conccrned not to make any trouble for vou 
\ people, or hare you tsuspect! just because vou askcd mc tz speak, 
I am sending a copy of this lettcr to the Control Commission, They - 
will know that you have no other relations with mo than being on the 
othcr cnd of this envelope which is hardly your fault. I meen, I do 
not want them to think you have anything to do with me or in any war ‘ 
condone or agrec with or anything clse anything I think or belicve 
or fcel about. I would fecl so unhappy and troubled if asking me ts 
speak, or even rcecciving this letter somchow made you suspected or prt 
you in the category of a !connection!. But belicve me, dcar fricnds., 
I shall always think of you with warmth and affection and decp re— 
spect and great admiration for your selfless and beautiful work for 
frceedom and a new worldsse. And‘until the day we can nevt together 
under a cloudless and happy sky, I bid you a farewell and, if you will 
forgive the rhctoric, will end by saying, now, as always: LONG LIVE 
THE “ORKING CLASS. : 


"RUTH MC LGNNEY" - 


: - 


Undcr date of September 30; 1945, the folloving Ictter was 
deeetha oy eee BRUCE beeen 48 Ca anal Stre.t, Yiestport, Connecticut, 
by JAMES ")4FORD for the Hational Review Commission,’ Communist Party, ish, 
35 Hast 12 h Bence. Hew York City, New York. It rcad as follows: 


ea 


"In reply to your lettcr of September 9 1946, appealing agszinst j 
your G2 xpulsion from the Communist Party by the State Comnittce of 
the Communist Party of Conrccticut, rou are hereby regucstcd to 
appcar for a hearing on the appeal Friday, October Ay 1945, at 

4 Poke at the National Office of the Communist Party, 35 Hast 12th 
Strect ,!! 


- ° 


Under date of Getones 2,°1946, subject directed a letter to 
JAMES’ FORD at the ational Review Board, Communist Party, USA, New York City 
which read as fellows: A copy of the letter was furnished to the Mew Haven 
cffice by Confidential Informant T2. It is to bc noted thet the letter is 
not complete and pertinent sections appear as follows 


"This will aelinowlodge rcecipt of th: notice thet our appeal 
on expulsion from the Communist Parti wid. be heard on Frida; 
October h at h ofclock, 


- 


Miss HeKenney, whose lettcr is enclosed, is in bed recovering 

from an operat on performced a week ago. Since Miss‘lckKcnnvy and [have 
been chargac. togetticr ebd werc expelled together, we remest that 
our hearing be postp2ned until she is well cnough te enscar. If 

this is impossiblc, the enclosed Ictters must serve as sur apocel 

and we lerve the cutcome to your judgment, 
Howcver, beforc making specific strtcemcnt, I would Likc to point 

out that the statement of the National Committee on our expulsion 
(Linking us for no reason and on no vvidenes with Willirmepunne 

and Vurn3Snith) appears as though the Rational Committe. hes alrency 
decided to uphold the expulsions; and’since the Revicw Bo-rd is 

a comaittec of the National Comeittcc, we @o not understand hor it 
is possible to revicw our case if the decision has already bccn 
‘reachcd, But-on this we are unclear, and may porheps be wrong. 

In that event, we should appreciate the opnortunity to apywar in 
oerson toguthtr as soon as Ruth McKenney is well; and in tc 
meantine to submit this 1é [Ruth icKenncy!s letter also ¢r- 
closed as our position, 


"In reviewing our case, wo must ask thet two facts be borne in 

mind: 1. The report we dclivcred to the Norwalk Branch of which tie 
were-members was authorized, and vic delivered the rcport in good © 
faith, in a discinlincd manner, and through regular party channels. “ 
We informed th. executive committee of the Branch’ and Joscph{Roberts, 
Connecticut State Secretary of the fact that we had been authsriged 
te dcliver this runort, and we also nrovidced both the exccutive 
cormmittec “and Roberts with copics of “haw veport well in edvance of 
giving ite At the sémé time, in ofsering the report: for discus-- 
sion, we told the Branch, and repecte.: this many timcs, that we 
would be bound by the Branch!s decision; if the roport were rejected 
bs the Branch, we viould abice by that decision and not reise any 
issue contained in the report again, and further,- that if the 

Branch anprovea of the July plenum renort, we would support the 

July plenum rcport; its decisicns, and do our best to carry thom 
out. 2e Qur Branch did not reach a cenclusisvn on our report 

until aftcr herring charges arainst us for expulsivn. The Branch 
refused to-expele Tho Branch then suoported the July plenuw: 

report of the National Committee, and at that point, we again re- 
peated dur pledge’ to support the plenum dccisivns, carry them out 

in actien to the best of our ability, be bound by them, and not to 
raise any of the objections brought forward in cur report to the 
Branch vihich was considered rejected. The Branch cid not concern 

us for anti-Party sctivity. 
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'The State expelled, without the state having vermitted the 

state comuittce to read the report which constituted char~s for 
"expulsion, on the most hysterical hearsay evidwnec, with charges 
and libels efainst us w.ich had ne reality in fact, anc. which wre 
quite frankly completely untruc. 
" Incidentally, we fecl strongly that if our report warrantee ex 
‘pulsion, we would have ben expelled on the wistakes of the report. 
But we elso fccl that since it has been ncecssary to charge us ut 
all sorts of crimes we arc not guilty of, the case arainst us 

is insufficient to warrant expulsion, 
ie heve no monopoly 2n truth, on political correctness. ie are 
willing to be’corrected, and we are willing te learn. “We can 
make mistekes, heave cone so in the past, and will undoubtedly sasaice 
mistakes in the futur.. But expulsion is not the answer. The 
answer is to raise our political understanding, at least to try to 
give us help ang direction. We do nob sco what is gained by the 
Party in expelling us and in calling us names. Ye do not suc 

whet good Lics about us can do. We arc Communists and shail rer 


Communists, Pcrh@ss it might be even correct for the Part~ to 
us, not reject us. : 


re cnet eee 


"The unfortunate nobize in the Daily Werksr of our expulsivn only 
geve the capitalist press a chanec t- bE tac Communist Party oven 
the head with lies, und served no other purpose than to give the 
class enemy the opportunity to point to whet they said ves disunity 
in the varty, , 


'The New esses article was worsc — a criné against the revolution- 
ary movencnt and against us as individuals. It was & straight canard: 
it used fragments of lettcrs to prove what those letters Gid not saz. 
it charged me with attennting to dcstroy the unity cf the war effort 
(a lic, since the controversy was over the ecndcmnation Guring the 
war of Vandenberg and Renkin end Boykin as destroyers of the war 
effort and it was Comrade Dennis who insisted thet these persons 
should not be condemned as hampering the war effort — this was thy 
substanec of the disagrcément, and references t+ the original artis: 
cles will beer this out). 


novel Jake Homc wes pubLis>ed without euthority in an undiscinlins.: 


sae 


manner, I Will producc the letters authorizing publication of this 
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‘novel signed by Willitm 2Z,xfoster and Sapftarcy (who .at the 
tine was delegstcd-by the National Comittcc to reed the book 
and pass on it, TI am not trying to intimate that it tias in- 
eorrect to criticize the book, but I am protesting the allega— 
ticn that it was published without party dccisicn. very wore 
ifiss McKenney and I have published in the lest ton years hes 
becn published with party pcrmission, 


"The Wew Masses then performed the stoolpigcon trisk of calling 
us by iumlicetion perjurers and guilty of false represcntations 
when we applice for U.Senassports. We have passports as pert of 
our earning a living, as a wusiness connection. ie abe Visktan: 
Europe for some monshs to carry out our profession. Othcr than 
that we hgve no intentions, and ccrteinly we are not running 
away from anything and have no intentions not to return here 

in severcl months, 


'Finolly,-the New liasses accused us of 'descrting! the Commwaist 
movement, and gratuitously added that we have descrtcd the fight.- 
against reaction, fascism, and war, ‘We desertcd nothing: we = ~ 
wers oxpelice from the Communist Party without a proper hearing, 
and ae did not leave willingly, but appealed 


re ne ee 
: - 


"However, in the int. restsof Communist discinline and unity, in 
the intcrest of the struggle for socialism, I must request 

that the Sorrtittee inforn me as to its attitude on these matters. 
As I said, IT anwilling, without prejudicing ny objecticns to 
the procedure follovec so far in the expulsion of myself and 
Ruth iicKenney sincc coming befors the State Committce, to dis-— 
“Guss-the-petiticel questitns raised in the revert which hes up 
to now never be un discussed, 


Mo confidcntiy expect that cur mistckes will be pointed out 
and that we will. be asked to correct them and to accept discinline 
for then. To all of this we gladly assent. But expulsion is 
‘ncefcensible, And to expel on nasty libels and untruths is be- 
neath the proletarian dignity of the Communist Party. 

e 
"Ye shall be glad to appear before y7u as sorn as Ruth is well 
enough to get to Hew York. In lieu of our appearance now, 
we ask that our letters be considered as strtcments in our de- . 
fense, “ie ask that the most sericus consideration be given be- 
fore acting in a manner that is unjust to us, and that would 
condemn us to romiining outside of the Com-unist movement of 
which we are insenarebly a part. 
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ile confidently expect that our mistakes will be poirbed cut and 
that we will be askee te corrsct them and to accept discipline 
for them. To all uf this we gladly assent. But expulsisn is 
indefensible, And to cxpcl on nasty Libels and untruths is 
beneath the orolctarian dignity of the Comaunist Party, 


"Wie shall be glad to apncar before you as soon as Ruth is well 
enough to gct to New Yorks, In lieu of our appearance now, we 

ask that our lettcrs bc considered as statsments in our defense. 
We ask that the most serious consideratizn be given before acting 
in a mamner that is unjust to us, and that would condcmn us to 
remaining outsidé of the Communist movement «f which we arc in- 
separably a part," 


? 


BACKGROUND INFORMATIOW 

The following information was furnished to the Huw Haven 
office by Confidential Informant T2 which infsrmation relates to back- 
ground of subject as apparently prepared by his wife: 


11929 — Marricd 

1931 born 

1935 - Separated 

1936 — Reunited 

1937 — July — Divorec 

1937 ~ August ~ Ruth and Richard marricd 


1937 — I summer’after the divorce Louise took[ __|to S-n 
Francisco. They returned to New York in Ostober when 
Davie was in the picture (1937 to 1938) 


1938 - L rcturned’to San Francisco with [_|pcamanently in 
the sumicr. , knew about David, who in fact would 
talk to R about him. [_]was nlaced in boaréing school in 
the fall of 1938 until the spring of 1939. R protested 
vehemently but L said that_hér work was too important and 
she could not take care of Ruth and Richard went to 
San Francisco Christmas 1938 to snend the holiday with 
at R's mother's. 


1939 — [ | spent the summer with Rone Ras 0 rmted placc in 
Westnort.e L too ct the one of the summer aftcr a 
visit with Jack, he stayed a few days or a wock 
with Jack upon their return from Hexico. There was a 
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quarrel about school for the folloviing -ear, with 
Richard for public schvol and L for private school, 
vent to private school and was unhabor. 


19h0 J |spent the summer in Westport again and there was the 
samc issue abcut schocl the following year. 

1941 — On urgent request from L, R met her ana|_]in hicago *o 
discuss the change caused by the adostisn of the 
previcus March and HL alleged objecticn te the West 


port day camp, which] |had attunded the previcou AGT 
L claimed that[[]created emotional problems fox fut the 


fact is that the boys got along very v:éll together and * 
their separation at the end of the sumer.was difficult 
for them. sent to the day camp again and enjoved it 
very much. 


R.and R moved t. Washington in November, 1941. 


1942 — During the summer R and R pope Jeron Washington to 


Scaroon Lake for a months wanted to spend Christmas 
1942 with R and R but the baby had just been born, so it 
was not feasible. 


‘1943 + |nas in Vashington again for the summer and again they 
went to Scarodn Lake for two wooks. | — pias with R and R 
for Christmas.. 

1944. -R and R were now in Los Angcles an¢[_Jena[_]wont to a sum- 
mer schovl there. spent Christmas 1944 with R and_R in 
Los Angcics and also three days in January, 1945 for 
birthday. : 


1945 — Upon receipt’ ofthe lettcr from _L about Larry (received about 
January 29th, the Iast day of[___]visit) R vient to Sen 
Francisco to see Le R did not ask to hav for any e 
extended period at that time because of the School problem, 
but instead made the prescnt arrangements to take him for 
& year beginning in Junc,'! 


Undcr date of August 3; 1946, the subject’dirccted a letter to-lirs. 


RUTH B. SHIPLEY, Chicf, Passport Division, Dcpartant of State, “ashing- 
ton, DeC., which read in part as follows: A copy of the Lettcr in 
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question was furnisned to the New Haven Fiele Division by Confidential 
Informant T2: 


"I take the liberty of addressing you on the mattcr of my 
application for an Unitcd States passport, 

‘Mey I state, in this lettcr, the reasons I require a passport 
at this time: 


"T make apnlicaticn for the reason that my opportunity with that 

of my wife to earn a livelihood for ourselves and our Ghildren * -~.- 
require us to travel to France in the imacdiate future, 

"ith my wifc, Ruth KeKenncy Bransten, I am, and have becn for’ scv— 
eral years in the past; a writer of original motion picture storics: 
For the past two years, Mrs. Branstén and I have becn under joint 
contract to Paramount Pictures, Inc., the weli~kriown motion: picture 
company With offices in Hollywood, California, and New York, New Yor. 


Under the tcrms of the contract, Hrs. Bransten and I have agreed to 
dcliver at least one, and pbrefcrebly more,’ original moticn picture 
Stories a ycar to Paramount Pictures, Inc,, at a stipulated price 
paid, in part, in advence, and on subjects dealing with matérial, 
characters, and background designated by Paramount Pictures. In: 
May cf the c urrent year, 1946, Mrs. Brenston and I renewed. this 
contract, and accepted certain sums of money @s payment’in advance 
for material we agrced ts dcliver to Paranount Pictures, and we 
also agreed to an option, held by Paramount Pictures, on our joint 
services as writers for the next four years, 
"In accordance with the terms of this contract, Paramount Pictures 
has assigned Mrs,’Bransten and me to go to Frence and there col~ 
lect material for, and write, an original motion picture story 
Which will provide Paramount Pictures with material for 2 commercial 

_ production of a motion picture suitable for distribytion in the 
United States and in the general European and forcign market, but 
especially in the French market. It is recuircd that <rs. Bransten 
and I gather information and material for this pieturc story in’ 
France, so that the background and atmosphere will be authentic, and 
the finished production popular and agrecable to audionees both in 
the United States and the’ foreign market, espceially in France, 


6 
"Sinee, thercfore, our contract obligati ns to Paramount Pictures 
require us to undertake the writing of motion picture storics on their 
assignment, in order to fulfil these obligations, and in order to 
make a Livelihood for ourselves and our children both at prescnt and 
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Pa 


Nin the future, I request an United States passpert. 


iy wife, Ruth McKenney Bransten, makes application for her pass— 
pert on this same date for the same reasons and attaches a similar 
letter of explanation te her application. 


. oF 
"Our business representative is Nat C./ Goldstone of the Nat. C. 
Goldstone Agency, 9121 Sunset Boulevard, Hellyvioed 46, California, 
(This paragraph was cressed out in pencil.) : 

n Mr. -Russell*fiolman of the New Yerk offices of Paramount Pictures, 
Inc. is addressing you on this matter of Mrs. Bransten's and my 

_ passpert applications, in confirmation of this and Mrs. Bransten!s 
letter ef application," ; 


< 


"Thanking you for the courtesy ef your attention, I remain, 


Respectfully yours, 
Richard Bransten." 


Confidential Informant T2 advised that RICHARD BRANSTEN at 48 
Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut, received a letter from the Guaranty 
Trust Company of New York,,140 Broadway, dated February 15, 1947, in - 
which said bank advised BRANSTEN that they had received his signature 
cards and a-check fer three thousand dollars drawn on the Westport Bank 
& Trust Go., which is being used as an initial ‘depesit to open an account 
on their books in the name of 


aocemnattnss a8 


NRICHARD BRANSTEN AND/OR RUTH M¢@GRANSTEM" 


This letter was signed by R. W. MOREY, Vice President. It will also 
be noted that the Guaranty Trust Ce. of New Yerk has foreign offices in 
Lendon, Paris and Brussels. 

By Letter dated February 18, 1947, the New. York-Office advised that 
according te information developed on January 28, 1947, Hr. WILLIAH F. 
SMITH, HOLLAND-AMZRICAN LINE, 29 Broadway, New York City, New York, ad— 
vised that his line had received a depesit from the TRITZE ASSOCIATES, 
Hotel Gotham, New York City, New York, Travel Agents, reserving passage 
space for RICHARD BRANSTEN and his family on board the’SS VEENDAK, which 
is scheduled te depart frem New York City for Brussels, April 16, 1947. 


By letter dated February 25, 1947, the Bureau advised that information 
recently abtained indicated that Parameunt Pictures intended to cancel its 
contract with the BRANSTENS under which the BRANSTENS submit any plays 
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written by them to Parameunt Pictures who have an eption-te purchase them. 

Tt was reported that the cancellation of the contract would also terminate 

the interest of Paramount Pictures in the proposed trip of the BRANSTENS to 
Buropee . 4, vy #e 


Confidential Informant Tl advised on March 6, 1947, GEORGEYSELDES ; 
contacted RICHARU BRANSTEN, and advised him that a person named ISAAC DON 
LEVINE, publisher of "PLAIN TALK" had devoted his entire current edition 
to an article by EUGENB*TYONS, eoncerning the magazine "IN FACT", SELDES 
stated that a "P.M," reporter read him the first part ef the artiele which 
starts eut as follows: "In 1938_RUTH_MC KENNEY .(BRANSTEM).wrote in "NEY 
WASSES" that certain parties have all sorts of publications that they put 
out under disguised forms" and that EUGENE LYONS in his eurrent article says 
shat «1IN FACT" is one ef these disguises. LOU *BUDENZ , according to SBELDIS, 
is quoted in the article as saying that-the publication’was discussed with 
him on the ninth floor (CP Headquarters, New Yerk City), and that the entire 
plan was completed on the ninth floor. SELDES-‘indicated that the early edi- 
tion of the NEW YORK WORLD-TELEGRAM of March 6, 1947, carried the stery on the 
front page but that this story was emitted in subséquent editions inasmuch 
as the Supreme Court decision concerning JOHN L. LEWIS replaced it as a first 
page article. BRANSTEN told SELDES that if anyone should call him he will, . 
tell them that he has no connection with "IN FACT". SELDES stated that he — 
told the "P.M." reporter that "IN FACT" was the sole idea of himself and 
RICHARD BRANSTEN; that after six menths of publication BRANSTEN withdrew and 
SELDES carried on alone. \ SELDES termed the story a " filthy rumor", 


Confidential Informant Tl further advised that RUTH iC KENNEY BRANSTEN 
in a subsequent contact with GEORGE SELDES teld him that the statement made 
by EUGENE LYONS concerning her has been haunting hér ever since she wrofe “%* 
and that some one is always thresing it in her face. Mrs. BRANSTEN termed 
the entire story an outrage and added that the piece her quetation was taken 
from was an article about the erganization of the Communist Party. SELDES 
stated that ISAAC DON LEVINE is a former HEARST writer and that the HEARST. 
papers will carry the story fer a week, SELDES indicated that the BRANSTERS 
do hot have to make any denia&l because they are not involved. “He also added 
that he has rever met BUBENZ and that the whole thing is a lie. 
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100~1128 UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


BOSTON FIELD DIvVISIO# : ; Sas 
AT BOSTON, HASS. 


Will in-the event the Boston “Office has a tsoroughly reliable and disercet 
‘contact in the HOUGHTOIMIIFFLIN -PUBLISHTIG COe, make an effort to obtain ac- 
cess to the manuscript undcr circumstances which will pcrmit-the photographing 
of seme. The above lead is being sect forth in accordance with Bureau letic: . 
to New Haven dated February 25, 1947, 


NES? YORK FIELD DIVISIOW 


AT NEY YORK, N.Y. 

It is zecuesved that discreet mntact be mde at the Liberty Varchouse, 
“ow York City, } N.Y., anc arrangements made for appropriate: examination of 
subject!s ‘personal effects when they have beon placcd in storage at said 
warghouse. The above lead is bcing set forth in accordance with ipformation 
furnishea the New York office by lettcr dated Fcbruary 7, 1947. 


Will be on the alert for the reccipt of information indicating cancellation 
by the BRANSTHNS of their proposed trip to Europe and immediately acvise the 
Bureau upon reccipt cf same. It is sugg_sted that close Liaison be mainteins4 
with Mr. WILLIAL F. SHITH of the Hollanc-Amcrican Line, 29 Broadway, New York, 
N.Y. 


PHILADELPHIA FIELD DIVISION 
WASHINGTON PIEUD D- DIVISION 


Copics of instant report are being furnished to Philadclphia end Washington 
Ficld Divisions in vicw of their continucd interest in the above captisned 
motter. é 
NEW HAVEN FIELD DIVISIGH 

AT WESTPORT, COMMECTICUT 


Will continue to follow and report subject!s aetivitics. 


-37- 
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100-1128 IDEUTITY OF Ti FORARY TSORMANTS 
The identity of tuaporary informants ‘rcoferrec, to in report of Sycciel Agent 


FRANCIS Xe Lid BRIDE, ¢ dated 3/10/h7, at Rew pra Comrceticut, cnvitled, 
WRICHARD BRAHSTEN, “AS. ,° ITERGAL SOCURTTY-C", is as follous: 


fe VRE arene 6 seinen © ment 
, 


J ‘ 
Tl - SHT3S whose identity is known to the Bureau, 


T-2 —- ies TPL L sihose identity “is lmown to the Bureau anc wno 
has botn maingaining a trash coverage on subjectis 
residence. 


° 


ae ee A highly confidential informant knicvn to Special sag 
JERGGE M. GARLAND, ‘7ILLTAi- CORNELISON, MAURICE TAYLOR 
and LOEB tr Ge ZAUDER + , ‘ 


aah 


STANDARD FORM NO, 64 re \ \ @ 
» 


Oi PR ad) 


Office Memo, - — dum ° UNITED ST _+ GOVERNMENT 


TO ; Director, FBI ‘ "DATE: 3/25/L7 


Mexor : SAC, New Haven 


SUBJECT: RICHARD: STEN, was. 
INTERNAL SECURITY (6) 


Reference is made to the Report of Special Agent Francis X.. McBride 
made at New Haven March 10, 1947 in which the activities of the subject 
were set forth. . 


| For the information of the Bureau and the offices for which copies 
of this letter have been designated,;+Gonfidential Informant CNHT~38 
advised that on March 24, 1947 RIC. BRANSTEN sent a cablegram to a 
person named BLAKE at 45 Brugmann of Brussels, Belgium advising naid 
person that their plans are unchanged. This would indicate therefore 
that the BRANSTENS are planning to carry through their original plans 

| to depart for Europe on the SS Veendam which is scheduled to depart from 

| New York City for Brussels April 16, 1947. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


ss Office Memorandum * UNITED m2 GOVERNMENT » 


TO” 4 THE DIRECTOR © DATE: 3-11-17 
FROM : D. Me. Ladd 
SUBJECT:* es was 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


‘The New York Field office has learned that Richard Bransten has 
made arrangements with the Liberty Freight Forwarding and Warehouse Company, 
Inc. to handle the transportation of his possessions from Connecticut to 
New York. John P. McCauley, owner and manager of the Company has advised 
that he and his assistants will pack Bransten's household effects April 1h, 
1917, and transport them to the New York warehouse on the same date. 


McCauley has also been employed to defeie Bransten's luggage to 
the steamship stateroom prior to Bransten's sailing on April 16, 1917. 
McCauley has agreed to arrange for examination of Bransten's luggage prior 
“to delivery to the steamship. ‘The New York Field Office has requested 
specific Bureau authority to search Bransten's luggage and ee D> ; oft 
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‘ Recommendation: 


Tt is suggested that the New York Field Office be given authority 
to conduct this search and in the event you approve, there 1.5%: if os a 
letter for that as 
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Sar tet Informant ND BOS TS 212 it was ascertained that DOROTHY 


’ not been openly offered to that company. 
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and the Bureau under dates of February 18 and February 25 ot Pesj SE Ga Ee 5 


Director, F.B.l. 


A IRE eos latent ansntoe aieans st -~ 


SAC, Boston. 


La oS ete, 


Res RICHARD “BRANSTEN 9 WaSe 
INTERNAL SECURITY = C. 
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believed to be reliable and discree 


VN GUO? 
10) ON fi d 
PUBLISHING COMPANY. This source is} =  —CS | oo 


Street, Natick, Massachusetts, who has been known ersonally for ° J 
SO i Agent of this field division. ———— is the f 
ee cde the HOUGHTON MIFFLIN plant, Cambridge, Mass. ‘and 
s been thoroughly acquainted with the production schedule of that 
company and its affiliates in all its offices. A review of the 
printing schedule for the next two years for the HOUGHTON MIFFLIN 
COMPANY failed to reflect that thé BRANSTEN's work was to be pub- 
lished. Since he has access to, the editorial reports of the company 
he personally checked these and found that the editorial board had 


rejected the manuscript on the grounds that it was not well written 
and was probably libelous. 


b7D 
Ww 
ao 
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There were no notations in the editorial reports which would indicate 
where the BRANSTENs would next take their manuscript. The Informant 
made some discreet inquiries in an effort to determine this informa- 


tion with negative results. 
CONE, INET 


HILLYER is the person acting as present Editor-in-Chief of the 
HOUGHTON MIFFLIN Company. It was also learned fronf this source pOVry 
that Mrs. HILLYER is an associate of DONALD ANG AMERON , editor? oc? 


of the LITT i. al in Boston; whose comiunist sympathies ~’ £2 
are known to “ti IYGail reviewed the editorial reports oe) 
of the. LITTLE BROWN COMP. and ascertained that the manuscript has. 


The Informant further noted 
that in view of a pending libel suit by HERBERT HOOVER against the 
LITTLE BROWN COMPANY based upon "The Great Conspiracy" by ALBERT BE. 


oT 
ARS: 


“EKAHN and MICHART SAYERS, and further, in view of contemplated libel” 


eae 


suits which might follow the publication of "The China We Needlt by 
ISRAEGSEPSTEIN, the LITTLE BROWN COMPANY is not inyéegpied in nab- y 
lishing ‘anything which refers to HERBERT HOOVERSi Cneak De & ~ gO ‘d 
z RECORDED : ope iB 
COPIES: DESTROYED__» 2-/-7 5 * aD 3 A 
{f-L30 


| | > . 
-GOMAY 9 194 a ° 
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Arrangements have been. perfected whereby the Boston Field 
Division will be furnished with-copies of the publication 
schedules of both the aforementioned companies. Should any 
further information come to the attention of this field divi- 
sion pertaining to instant case it will be promptly submitted 
to the Bureau. 


The Bureau.and offices receiving copj is letter are 
requested not to divulge the name of or in any 
other way identify him since it is anticipated he can become b7D 


t% as valuable a source of information as has been 
This ‘case is being referred upon completion to the office 
of origin. : 
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ww STANDARD FORM NO, 64 ic “4 


Office Nie dn ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


p SUBJECT: 


“currently maintaining a tra’sh coverage on subject's residence in 


Director, FBI DATE: April 4, 1947 


aw 


SAC, New Haven 


g 
RICHARD _BRANSTEN, was. 


INTERNAL SECURITY (C) . @ 1. R. 4 


Pureau File 100~80068 = % 
oN t 
On March 24, 1947 New Havengfonfidential Informant CWP-~1, who is 


Westport, Connecticut, made available an item apparently prepared 
by subject several years ago, which in some respects is critical 
of the Civil Liberty Section of the Department of Justice, The 
item is as follows and is being brought to the attention of the 
Bureau for their information: 


"Washington, 

The offices of the Department of Justice sre air-conditioned. 
These sticky summer days, D of J officials express concern over the 
race riots that have swept the country from Los Angeles to Newark, 
Mobile to Chester, Pa., Feaumont to Detroit, but they manage to keep 
cool all the. same. The outrage in the Justice building is judicious, 
cleansed of excess heat and humidity like the air. 


Attorney~General Biddle is too busy for interviews, But the civil-~ 
liberties section of the Department saw me for two hours. Most of the 
discussion was off the record. 


However, certain attitudes emerged from the conversation. It was ; 
my impression that the Department of Justice is not breakings its neck 
doing anything about the race riots. Department officials seem to the 
thinking in strictly "legal" terms. Keeping the peace, I was told, is 
the responsibility of the individual states, unless a disturbance takes 
on the character of an insurrection, Therefore, the Department of ”) 
Justice, whose agents are "investigating," are limited as to what they 45 
can do. Besides, there is the Constitution to worry about, hen eifthi 
columnists and domestic fascists distribute obscenely anti-Semitic, anti- 
Negro, anti-Mexican leaflets, or when rumor mongers deliberately foment - 
riots, the Department must tread carefully, lest it interfere with free- 
dom of speech, freedom of the press, or any of the other rights guaran~ 
teed by the first ten amendments, eae 
AY & “a 
In the eyes of the Department, a statement or a leaflet or a ae 
that contributes to a state of mind resulting in the murder of Americans 
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does not necessarilly come within the Department's jurisdiction. Such 
provocations, it seems, must be proved of direct aid to the enemy. To 
the less subtle or to the legally uninitiated, aid to the enemy might 
appear the most obvious result of race riots, This is not at all ob- 
vious to the Department of Justice. I was not permitted to visit the 
laboratories where tests are made to ascertain at just what point lynch 
and bloody violence so endangers morale, so violates the democracy for 
which this war is being fought, so disrupts production and community 
relations as to cause the enemy sufficient gratification to suspect 
that this same enemy might have received invaluable aid and comfort, 
Evidently, elation free ly expressed by Axis broadcasters and propagandists 
over the recent race riots is too simple a test to be decisive. 


Spokesmen of.the Department admit that race riots do not start spon- 
taneously. They have heard the numerous charges that the beatings and 
murders were inspired by fifth columnists and Ku Kluxers, and by the 
venal appeaser press. But the Department's lawyers are not sure they 
can "prove" these charges. They willtry. They intimate; however, that: 
they will probably not get very far, Why not? Well, the law is so 
worded...,it is hard to pin down proof that will hold up in court..+.so 
many, many impressive reasons glibly expressed which violate common sense. 


The Department men point out that instigators of violence take advan- 
tage of prejudice and bigotry. True enough, Yet the Attorney General has 
not prosecuted Father Coughlin who laid the base for the current out- 
rages, They have taken a less than energetic stand against the nasty 
would-be fuehrers in America. So far, they have not moved against the 
Ku Klux Klan, the Christian Front, or the Black Legion, The excuse for 
this failure to act in time -- I take it -- is lack of evidence. ‘hat 
a contemptible excuse! It is the Department's business to get the evi- 
dence and to use it, 


There are those in the Department who deplore the riots, But at the 
same time, they point out that after all, if the Negro people win "too 
much" economic freedom, they will inevitably try to "move in" on the 
whites, raping as they go, taking over other people's homes and running 
the country to suit themselves, 


The ' "evidence" for such evil.fantasies is not given. "If yoti~all 
lived in the South and knew the situation like I do, then feu woulda 
doubt this," : 

Such racism, the talk of fifth columnists, the KKK, the Bleck Legion, 
the lynch mobsters hardly equip a man to uncover facts leading.to the 
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successful prosecution of other racists holding the same theories, 
Acceptance of the "philosophy" of a Rankin, a Dies, or a Starnes, 
does not fit a Department of Justice operator for the task of pro- 
tecting the nation against Axis-inspired racists or the domestic 
lynchers, 


In Germany, anti-Semitism helped boost Hitler to power, The De-~ 
partment of Justice has not yet learned that lesson. It busily splits 
hairs trying to decide when Negro-baiting, Mexican-baiting, and Jew- 
baiting becomes the concern of the federal goverrmment in time of national 
emergency, and when individuals or organizations lose the "right" to 
stir up hatred against other Americans leading to arson, pillage, 
assault, and murder, 


* . 


I am ignorant of the intricacies of the law. But it seems less than 
reasonable to accept excuses for Department of Justice inaction. The 
Department has been visited by many delegations demanding protection 
against further race violence, The Department seems to resent these 
delegations and the thousands of angry letters it has received demanding 
swift punishment of the provocateurs and mob leaders, “They act as if we 
wern't doing everything we possibly can," the Department moans. ‘The re- 
sentiment is a good sign, 


Democracy is no mystic concept, No fine arguments can possibly tans- 
form race riots into anexpression of democracy, No elaborate proofs 
are necessary to convince the people of America that what happened in 
Beaumont, Los Angeles, Detroit, and elsewhere during the past few weeks 
does not contribute to the welfare, the strength, the good health of the 
nation. The Department of Justice must bring those guilty of instiga- 
ting terror to account, It must take action against those who are trying 
to spread terror elsewhere, before further harm is done. If Mr, Biddle 
and his staff can't do it, then it seems only good sense to demand that 
the Department be reconstituted with men who can deliver. As yet the 
Dept, of Justice for a1] the wordy excuses, has failed to protect the 
country from needless shame and anguish, 


Bruce Minton, " 
ee 


S85 


STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Meme 


TO 


Yol 
gk SUBJECT: 


WAaAnNAUI + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DIRECTOR, FBI a pate: 4/9/27 
SAC, NEW HAVEN 


CARL arpoCeanzant 

FRAUD AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT . 
INTERNAT, SECURITY - © : 
Bureau file 100-80068 


Reference is made to New Haven teletype to New York dated 

April 7, 1947 in which confidential information was furnished 

to the New York Office regarding HARD and RUTH PBRANSTEN, 

who had received subpoenas to appeaN in the U.S. Southern 
District of New York as. witnesses before a man named iC LAUGHLIN, 
under Section $8, Title 16, U.S. Code. 


For the further information of the New York Office and the Bureau, 


“X confidential Informant Cr 33.8 informed that on April 8, 1947 


SOT GE BY. 


RICHARD BRANSTEN told GEORGESSELDES that they were called to 
identify someone concerning whom they had never heard nor seen. 
BRANSTEN indicated that his wife RUTH was questioned for only 
five minutes, but that he, BRANSTEN, was questioned at length. 

He added that the questioning had something to do with the 

"New Kasses"', and that apparently'the person involved (believed 
to be CARL ALDO MARZANI) had obtained a position with the Federal 
Government saying that he was not a Red, and that it seems that 
he was. 


BRANSTEN indicated that both he and his wife were informed that 
. they could proceed with their plans to go to Europe. SELDES nt 


expressed some surprise that the authorities mew of these plans, ri 
and BRANSTEN indicated that they, the authorities, know a great 
deal; however, BRANSTEN expressed the opinion that he feels the ‘ 
authorities are generally "fishing". [ 

a, 


In reply ta SELDES' question as to whether they, the authorities, 
are trying to dé away with "New Masses", BRANSTEN replied that 
he doesn't Imow, but that such a thing might occur later. 
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/FBI NEW HAVEN 4719-47 1:40 PM EST HTM 
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TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCE, RICHARD BRANSTEN, NEW HAVEN FIELD 
DIVISION, INTERNAL SECURITY ~ CC. CNHT=350 
AT WESTPORT UISCONTINUED 11:08 AM TODAY. 


we 
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HE the intelligence contained in the above message is to’be disseminay 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrase@sir 


order to protect the Bureau's coding systems. . “R ‘ an, : 
: ; aie ie f hal Cea . 


is FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


\ Form No. 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATEDAT NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT : NH FIENO-. 100211728 D ny 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 3 / 2h3 


NEW HAVEN, CONN. 5/5/lt ‘4/352. 528/47 | FRANCIS X. McBRIDE 


TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE 


@ 
RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 4 INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C 


SYNOPSISOFFACTs: . Subject and wife denarted from New York City, April 
AO a 16, 1947 on "SS Veendam'! fo ssels, Belgiums 
PO Ot. Subject* s wife, RUTH McKENNEYSBRANSTEN, plans to 

ie ie atten ernational Congress of ee era da at 
- othe » Zaeich T, Svivzeriand, commencing about 6/1 2S 
‘ td part of American delegations as Pat 
ve ig Os BA ie nk I AEE NIMS INP IOLA LEON IOVER ES REE NORA NA SEN os fy 
ieee “us oh: Ge Lf sof —y ps t—} 


° REFERENCE: ~° Bureau File 100-80068. 


st DETAILS: Confidential Informant Tl advised that RICHARD and nore RANSTEN 
‘ » recently were subpoenaed to appear in the United States Cotr 
hon : for the Southern District of New York as witnesses before a man 
cs named McLAUGHLIN under Section 88, Title 18, U. S. Code, April 
=< 8, 1947+ Infotmant T+l advised that on April 8, RICHARD BRANSTEN 
Ce; informed coon os that he and his wife. were called to 
identify someone, concerning whom they had never heard nor seene 
Ne : BRANSTEN indicated to SELDES that his wife was questioned for only 
XN five minutes and that he, BRANSTEN, was questioned at lengths 
BRANSTEN gave the impression that the questioning concerméd the 
7 New Masses" and that apparently the person involved had obtained 
& position with the Federal Government and that the person claimed 
he was not a red when actually it appeared that he was. BRANSTEN, 
according to Informant T+l, advised SSLDES that he and his ioe 
_were informed that they could proceed with their plans to. | 
ow 


”. for Europes . 
oe” 
nt Tel ef ac that on April 16 Qh Subject 
New x oe ae d_ boarded . d. the tse Veenden" 
Se 3" Belgi 
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-. Confidential Informant T-2 advised that Subjectts wife, RUTH McKENNEY - - 
.BRANSTEN, has beeri in contact with JANN#HUDSON, Executive Secretary of | 
the International Congress of P. BE. Na Qlubs. The address of JANE. HUDSON ~~” 
is not knom. According to information Yurnished by Confidential Informant - 
[-2, JANE HUDSON contacted RUTH McKHNNEY BRANSTEN. concerning the Inter= 
‘national Congress of PsE.N« which will be held in Zurich, Switzerland, . ; 
starting ahout June 1, 1947. RUTH McKENNEY BRANSTEN indicated to Informant 
12 that she plans.to goto Zurich as part of the American delegation-for’ - 
the -P. EsNe International Congress and that she'will anrive-in.Zurich on ~ .. 
r -. Saturday, Mey 31, “Mrs. BRANSTEN contemplates arranging: for her Swiss visa ~ 
os. dn Belgium, Mrs. BRANSTEN further advised Confidential Informnt T2 ‘that 
". : “her intended mailing: address at the time being would be in care of Guaranty ~ 
_ rust Co., Brussels, Belgiums She indicated, howevers that her. agent: and” -. 
-' publisher would evidently have her current .and possibly her permarient- ~ 
'.* address in Brussels,-.Mrs. BRANSTEN identified her agent as Mr, Alan Collins 
“or Miss-Noami Burton, in care’ of Curtis, Browh,, Ltd., 347 Madison Ave., and. 
.” Miss, Doris Schneider, at Harcourt; Brace and Co., 383 Madison Aves: Con~ .) ~~ 
fidential Informnt T+2. further made ‘available inform.tion. which: indicated on 
_. that Subject and his‘wife planed to continue their banking activities while *~ | 
’ in Brussels through the Brussels office of the Guaranty Trust Company of | . 
" New Yorke: 2 ee er ee ee a eee - 
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“> Tiformant 2 stated that he-had been advised by Mrs, BRANSTIN that in' the.” 


* event any bills .or’ money was -owed him, he should contact the. Harper ~ Wood .. 


"S .Gow,. Inc., Real Estate Agency on Taylor Place, Westport. and faurnish,thea: ~"" : 
\ with the bills: Informant ‘stated that the Subject!'s Japanese servanty SHINGO, ~ 
will remain in their..home for approximately one, week subsequent to ‘their’. _> 
“o's. departure, cleaning up their residencey after which ‘tine he will seck a new * 
* -pldee of. employments 0. (6 0. 2 fe 
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"A copy. of. “anstant report is being cachet +6 the following 
mentioned Field Divisions in view of their interest in the above ‘cap. 


- tioned matter? carrie Field, New Yorks Poiladelphia and - Pees one, = 


‘-M00sL128 | 


. 2 “The Penisonasy donfidential. informants mentioned in the 
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FROM : 
qh SAC New Haven 


SUBJECT: oO 
RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY — ¢€ 
Bureau File 100-80068. 


x. 


There are being transmitted herewith the Bureau copies of 
of Special Agent Francis X. McBride dated May 5, 1947: at “ew Haven, 
the above captioned matter. 


Referenced report indicates that Subject and his wife departed for 
Brussels, Belgium on the "SS Veendam" on April 16 last. At the present time, 


there Is no indication Phat Subject and Ni wite Tl return to’ Connecticut for 
at least a Lod two years. However, Subject will be retained as a key 


figure because of his travel in’a foreign country and it is believed advisable 
to place the case in a pending—inactive status. The New Haven Security Index 
card will be placed in the New Haven investigative file unless advice to the 
contrary is received from the Bureau. 


It is to be observed that Subject and his wife have taken all of their 
furniture out of their former residence in Westport and arrangements have been 
effected to sell their home. 


In view of the fact that the case at the present time has been designated 
as pending—inactive, the Bureau's permission is requested to place the case in a 
closed status and in the event such is deemed advisable, the. Bureau will arrange 
to place appropriate stops with the State Department in order that advance notice 
might be secured when subject plans to return to the United States within the 
next few years. . x 
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letter to Director: wa Qe May 5, 1947 


Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, vas 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~— C 


"It is not appropriate to discuss the Eisler matter fully right now. 
When in Belgium, you might ask Wm. B. a little about the matter, just for 
one sidelights We said that we were nob able to assure our readers just 
who Hisler really is -— and that is exactly the truth. Are you? 


No, it is not true that we have republished in a new format, At the 
very first, we ran off two editions (identical ones, of course) of your 
and Ruth's article. As you know, the Californians picked that up — not 
through us -- and also reprinted two or three of our pieces, a fact we did 
not know until very much later (we were pleased, naturally). 


Do you really think, really think, that we have neglected to repeat 
often enough that nobody is responsible for NCP but ourselves? The last 
time was in our letter to Sillen, reprinted in NCP. We are glad to say 
it asdten as you think suits your interests ——~ but it strikes us that to 
carry a weekly item about it would be superfluous. However, we will meet 
your desires in this respect if you have something you want us to do. It 
would be quite interesting to know who and how the "informtion" about our 
reprinting in new format came to you. I have said before that we were to 
some extent the victims of quite deliberate lying, and apparently the process 
is continuings 

As to your Belgian visit: we now send NCP Report each week to the 
Bs, as per order. Apparently it gets through, although I don't know, It 
gets to other countries okay. (Ambrogio Donini, by thé way, is Italy's new 
ambassador to Poland). Again, we will do what you say on this. Also, I 
shall send a note of intro to a friend in Brussels —~ it is only a backstop 
against possible difficulties for you, and perhaps not a very strong one, 
but would be worth something in case of serious disturbances, It is value~ 
less otherwise, politically. Use it as you think best, 


As you say, we should have the right to go on and do what we think 
best -—- and this is true not because anybody has "granted" us the right, 
but because we have simply taken it. Had we not done so, and this is very 
important, the situation would be much less advanced than it is now -— and 
certainly it leaves a hell of a Lot to be d desired right now. We do not, and 
if you will think carefully you will see that we do not, call everyoody who 
disagrees with us bastards. Au contraire. We take a very tender attitude 
toward such disagreements and explain things very carefully, over and over 
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ietter to Directors. ~3- May 5, 1947 


Ret RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 


Nagain, frequently adopting and incorporating those criticisms that we can 
in good conscience accept. What gets our dander up is when those who dis— 
agree with us .reach into the old barrel for the old terms, terms which be— 
come more and more odious. We expect a good deal of name-calling in such a 
fight as this. We draw the line, so to speak, between those people who 
simply parrot what others have said, and those who understand fully the 
meaning of what they are saying. 


Let us take the term, Trotskyite, for example. In the lower brackets 
of CPUSA, this is a stock term which is dragged out whenever needed, without 
the slightest basis in fact. It is still unpleasant, but one cannot be too 
touchy when it is used under such circumstances, 


However, there do exist some people who understand quite well what a 
Trotskyite really is, and when these people hurl such a term at us, I can 
tell you that we don't like it at all, and we are not going to be "patient" 
about it, either. One day we will make these people eat every word, and you 
see if we don't. 


What are the real Trotskyite connections, the Bukharinite connections 
in this country? We do not yet know the whole story, but we have a mess of 
mighty interesting data, 


We have discussed several times the "new CP" idea, and I think are 
mutually clear as to each other's ideas on the matter, That is to say, I 
know what your ideas are although the logic of them escapes me — and I 
presume you are in the same position vis a vis myself. There is no point 
in going over it all again. 


However, there is one very large fact, not an argument, that cannot very 
well be overlooked. This is the fact that all those who allege that the 
proper procedure is to "work within" are also not working within", They are 
just not working, period. To be sure, I do not put this task up to you 
personally, for I am aware of many of the circumstances, etc. But I do pro- 
ject the question for the totality of those who say, things are bad — but 
only by work "within" can they be fixed. Why, one is obliged to ask, would 
it not be the thing to do, in view of such a position, to start right in 
fixing things from "within?" . 


In the long run, of course, this question will be settled by others 
than ourselves. NCP cannot start a new CP; all we can do is examine the 
question and project our idea of the solution, 
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RE: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢C 


"As to the news. From this neck of the woods, it appears that PR 

Club will come out with a first issue of a periodical very soon now. I 
) do not know what is going to be in it, of course. You have perhaps seen 
the Sutta thing, which -- ds 'part of our servicet —- we have distributed 
to our lists. “It is quite bona fide, sincere; it.has a number of what 
we think political mistakes, but not bad ones. He is giving it wide dis~ 
tribution. We understand, circuitously, that a D-D-K document is about 
ready for issuance -~ I hope so, it is about time. We also do not know 
what will be in it, but very much hope that it will correct the very 
obvious faults of the original Draft Program, which was a real stinker, 
Sutta says — and he has frequented the Dunne salon more intimately and 
more recently than we — that the reason why Wm. F. "dumbed up" the original 
program was that Wm. F. has made it his line to stick to Darcy at all costs, 
I do not know whether this is the right explanation or not. Certainly it 
,can be said that Wm. F. knows a hundred times better than is reflected in 
the programe 


Most of the news we have from Frisco is contained in the current issues 
Things are ‘tmoving? there, but I have the impression that none of the central 
political questions has been really tackled or cleared up. 


The strongest indications of our influence are perhaps the fact that the 
Ninth Floor has gotten out its very biggest gun, Bittelman, to fire at use 
Also, both in his DW articles and his PA articles, he speaks several times of 
the "left" deviation within the Party which we, NCP, are "stimilating", That's 
good news. They do not have anybody who is as capable in this department as 
Bittelman, but when we have finished our series on his ‘piece -- which begins 
in the next issue and will be a veritable book — I think you will agree that 
he is just 100 percent wronge 


We continue slowly to gain in subscribers. Subs show up from strange 
places; apparently somebody has passed a copy to somebody, and it gets around; 
then we hear from the people. Of course, it is very slow work, but we fully 
expected it to be ~- and each week brings some new, concrete proof of our 
effect. ‘Some of our formulations are even showing up in the trade unions, 
important ones, on economic matterss : 


. Speaking of the Sutta pamphlet reminds me to say that, as the final up— 
shot of the very long argument we had, he decided to accede ve my request 
that he not use your names in the letter "to comrades", 
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"This also reminds me to say that the Sutta anti-McK&M letter is the 
one thing we have suppressed, if we exclude two poison-pen letters about 
Wn. F., which were anonymous. I mention this, because some of what you 
write would lead one to believe that NCP had been extremely arbitrary, 
printing this, refusing to print that, etc. The facts are quite the con+ 
trarye We always and without exception have given pieces by others first 
claim on our space. If you check back, you will see that this is so. The 
reason that we have not printed more pieces not from NOP-is that no such 
pieces have come to us. Please think about this, at least a little, teeney 
weeney bit. I need not say that the past two months have done something to 
put us, in your and Ruth's eyes, in a quite peculiar atmosphere —— and we 
feel confident that if you will go over the whole situation, step by step, 
you will see that there is much in this atmosphere that is entirely unfair 
to us — and at a time when we find ourselves embarked on an extremely aif— 
ficult task. 


However, enough of that. ANECDOTES: we called up the Wkrs Bkshop to 
try to get Les Cahiers de Communisms, and the man there said, ‘Who publishes 
it?! We said, the French CP. He said he never heard of the publication, We 
said, it is the one that printed the Duclos letter. He said he still never © 
heard of it. (2) The PR Club staged a neighborhood rally, and a good one, in 
behalf of Hisler. Their neighborhood contacts are good and they responded; 
about 100 in the place and more than that many turned away, as they saye 
Hilda #. had promised to speak, but when it became clear who was staging the 
rally, declined. The FR Club, as they do, raised hell with th Givil Rights 
about it, and finally it was agreed Hilda would come after all. Then the 
night of the rally a telegram arrived saying she was sick. However, they 
had the rally just the same, and it can not fail to do some good —- especially 
in view of the fact that, as of that time, the Bronx CP org had done nothing 
about it at all. (3) I inclose a New Pome (from Frisco) which may entertain 
you somewhat. 


Well, take care of yourselves. It is too bad that everyone cannot see 
eye to eye on things -—- but this is no surprise to us, in the long run. As 
I have said before, a preliminary to coming together in a bona fide unity is 
first the process of demarcation of ,separate positions; vide Lenin. 


Acceptez, alors, mes sentiments et souhaites les plus chaudes, comme 
disons-nous qui sommes amis de la culture francaise, 


As ever, 


/s/ Lyle D. i 


Letter to Directors ae 6 om 


tt 


Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


BALLAD OF THE LEFTIST DEVIATION 
by H. Ae 


The comrade is okay, maybe, 


. bub — for your own security —- 
he's a good,deal too far to the left, comrade, 


yes, much too far to the left.’ 


No~o-c—o, he never shirked a Party task; 
he does whatever his branch could ask; 
but, of course, such zeal is only a mask 
to hide that he's far to the left. 


He was prematurely pro—Duclos, 

but that simply goes to show 

he's way too far to the left, comrade, 
A way too far to the left. 


He always questioned the Teheran Line, 
which proves he was simply asinine, 
for I never did -~ and that is a sign 
that he is too far to the left. 


Well, suppose he did sacrifice, 

Et only proves one must pay the price 
for being too far to the left, comrade, 
oh, far too far to the left. 


Sent up under the C. S. laws, 

he went to prison for the cause, 

but that musbn't influence you, because 
he is far too far to the left. 


He drinks coffee and he telephones; 

he visits the people right in their homes! 
Which is very far to the left, comrade, 
Oh, very far to the lefts 
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These ‘phone calls and coffee klatches 

are nests where factionalism hatches; 

it's like letting children play with matches 
and invariably leads to the left. 


And he quotes Stalin and Lenin, too! 
Now, these are terrible things to do -- 


‘ terribly far to the left, comrade; 


just terribly far to the left. 


Of Marx, I have a beautiful set 

but I haven't opened a volume, yet; 

I don't want to do what I'll later regret 
and go too far to the left. 


And don't you think it's lots more fun 
to read Gene Dennis and Williamson? 
They're not one bit to the left, comrade, 
no, not one bit to the left. 


Marxism is always a guide to action, 
and those who read it may form a faction; 


so think just a bit what might be the reaction 


on those not too far to the left? 


So you see there must be no hesitation 
in purging this leftist deviation, 

in liquidating the left, comrade, . 
yes, liquidating the left. 


You'll agree that the safest thing to do 
is to throw out this comrade, and others too, 


and expel all the workers before we get through 


—- for they are too far to the left. 
L'invoi 


Oh, we must preserve the unity 

that we now enjoy with the bourgeoisie; 
we shall not procrastinate now. 

Nor Marx, nor Lenin, nor Stalin, nor he. 
is nearly as much to the right as we; 
they must all be expelled from our Partee 


and I hope it is not too late nows 


cc = wNew York 


May 5, 


1947 
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RE: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
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Letter rec'd by Subj.from LYLE DOWLING, editor of NCP, 
} (New Committee for Publications). 
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‘cailing. us-agents provocatsure, 


, Fe evhane ood anid god denned. tired: £.¢. 


“about the a matter, just for joe! sidetighee aig y gaid: ‘that. we” ‘mere 
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“not able! to. " asalee ou Headers just ‘who “Bieler séaiy. Ye = and 


"No, it is not true that we have republished in a new- ee 
format. At the very first, we ran off two editiong (identical ones, a 
of course) of-your and Ruth's article. As you know, the Californians _ : 
picked that up “=~ not through us —~ and also reprinted two ee three : 
of our pieces, a fact we did not know until very much later (we were 
pleased, naturally) . : : 

A Do you really think, really think, that we Reve neglected 
to, repeat often enough that nobody is ‘responsible for NCP but | *, 
ourselves? The last time was in our letter to Sillen, reprinted 

in NCP. We are glad to say it as often as you think suits your 

interests -—- but it strikes us that to carry a weekly item about 

it would be superfluous. However, we will meet your desires in 

this respect if you have something you want us to do. It would 

be quite interesting to know who and how the "information" about 
‘6ur reprinting in new format ‘came to you; I have said before that 

we were to some extent the victims of quite deliberate lying, and 
apparently the process ts continuing. - 
As to your Belgian visit: we now send NCP Report - 

each week to the Bs, a8 per order. Apparently it gets through, al~ 
though I don't know.. It gets to other countries okay. (Ambrogio 

Donini, by the way, is Italy's new ambassador to Poland). Again, 

we will do what you say on this, Also, I shall send a note of 

intro to a friend in Brussels — it is only a backstop against 

_possible difficulties for you, and perhaps not a very strong one, 

but would be worth something in case of serious disturbances, It 


is valueless otherwise, politically. Use it as you think best. 
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As you say, we should have the right to go on and do 
‘what we think best -—— and this is true hamamam not because anybody 
has "granted" us the right, but because we have simply taken it, | poe 


Had we not done so, and this is very important, the situation would 


be much less advanced than it is now — ard certainly it leaves a 
hell of a lot to be desired right now. We do not, and if you will 
think carefully you Will see that we do not, call everybody who 
disagrees with us bastards. Au sonteuixes We take a very tender 
attitude toward such disagreements and explain things very carefully , 
over and over again, frequently adopting and incorporating those 
criticisms that we can in good conscience accept, What gets our 
dander up is when those who disagree with us reach into the old. 
barrel for the old terms, terms which become more and more odious.. 
We expect ad good deal of fomeceel ling in such a fight as this. We 

- draw the line, so to speak, between those people who’ simply parrot 
ee what others have said, and those who understand fully the meaning 

of what they are saying, 

, Let us take the term, Trotskyite, for example, In ; 
the lower brackets of OPUSA, this is.a stock term which is dragged 
out whenever needed, without the slightest paabe in fact. It is 
still unpleasant, but one cannot be too touchy when it is used © 
under such circumstances, 2 

However, there do exist some people who understand 
- quite well what ‘ Trotskyite really is, and when these people 
hurl such a term at us, I can tell you that we don't like it at. 
all, and we are not going to be "patient" about it, either. One 


day we.will make these people eat every word, and you see if we 


don't, 


~ 


connections in this country? We do not yet know the whole story, 
but we have a mess of mighty interesting data, Re 


* 


. 


We have discussed several times the "new CP" idea, 


and I think are mutually clear as to each othe®s ideas on the matter, © 


That is to say, I know what your ideas are although the logic of 
them escapes me in ed I presume you are in the same position vis & 
vis myself. There is no point is going over it all again. 

However, there is one very large fact, not an argument, 
that cannot very well be overlooked, This is the fact that all those 
who allege that the proper procedure is to “work within" are also 
not working twithin." They are just not working, period. To be 


sure, I do not put this task up to you personally, for I am aware 


of many of the circumstances, &c. But I do project the question 


for the totality of those who say, things are bad — but only by ~ 
work "within" can they be fixed. Why, one is obliged to ask, would - 
it not be the thing to do, in view of such a position, to start 
right in fixing things Secu “withing! 


In the long run, of course, this question will be 


’ gettled by others than oursejves., NCP cannot start a new CP; all 


_ we can do is examine the question and project our idea of the 


. 


solution. 
* 
As to the news. From this neck of the woods, it 
appears that PR Club will come out with a first issue of a 


periodical very soon now. JI do not know what is going to be in it, 


of course, You have perhaps seen the Sutta thing, which --— as 


What are the real Trotskyite connections, the Bukharinite.- =" 
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"part of our service! es we have distributed to oar lists. It is 
quite bona fide, sincere; it has a number of what we think political 
mistakes, but not bad ones. He is giving it wide distribution. ee 
We understand, circuitously, that a‘D-—D-K document is about ready ~— - 
for issuance —— I hope so, it is about time. We also do not know 
what will be in it, but very much hope that’it will correct the 
verypovious faults of the original Draft Program, Which Was a 
real stinker, Sutta says —- and he has frequented the Dunne salon 
more intimately and more recently than we -—~ that the reason why 
Wa F. “dumbed up" the original program was that Wm F. has made it 
his line to stick to Darcy at all costs. I do not’ know whether 
this is the right explanation or not. Certainly it can be said 
‘that tim F. knows a hundred times better than is reflected in the 
program. . 
Most of nue news we have from Pri sco is contained in 
the current issue, Things are 'moving!. there, put I have the 
impression that none,of the central political questions has been 
really tackled or cleared up. 
| The’ strongest indications of our influence are . 
perhaps the fact that the. Ninth Floor has gotten out its very 
biggest gun, Bittelman, to fire at us. Also, both in his DW 
articles and his PA articles he speaks several times of the 
"Left" deviation within the Party which.we, NCP, are "stimulating," 
That's good news. They do nae have anybody who is as capable in 
this department as Bittelman, but when we have finished our 
series on his piece —~ which begins in the next issue and will be 
a veritable book -~ I think you will agree that he is just 100 


percent wrong. : 
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_We continue slowly to gain in subscribers, Subs show 
‘up. from strange places; apparently somebody has passed a copp to 
somebody, am it gets around; then we hear from the people. of ae 
course it is very slow work, .but we fully expected it to be —— and . 
‘each week brings some new, concrete proof of our effect. Some of 
‘our formulations are even showing up in the trade unions, important 
‘ones, on economic matters. . 

Speaking of the Sutta pamphlet reminds me’ to say that, 
as the final upshot of the very long argument we had, he decided 
to accede to my request that he not use your names in the letter 
"to comrades. # | ; 

This also reminds me to say that the Sutta mmm 
anti-McK&éM letter is the one thing we have suppressed, « if we 
exclude two poteon-pen letters about Wm F., which were anonymous, 
I mention this, because some of what you write would hgaxexona lead 
one to believe that NOP had been extremely arbitrary, printing 
this, refusing to print that, &o. The facts are quite the contrary. 
We always and without exception have given. pieces by others first 
Claim on our spaces If you check back, you will see that this is 
80. The reason that we have not printed more pieces not from 
NCP is that no such -pieces have sous to us. Please think about . 
this, at Peadt alittle, teeney weeney bit. I need not say that 
the past two months have done something to put us, in your and 
Ruth's eyes, in a quite peculiar atmosphere -—— and we fe@l confident 
that if you will go over the whole situation, step by step, you 
Will see that there is much in this atmosphere that is entirely 


unfair to us — and at a time when we find ourselves embarked on an 


extremely difficult task. 


5 
However, enough of that, ANECDOTES; we called up ~ oe 
the Wkrs Bkshov to try to get Les Cahiers de Communisme, and the . 
man there said, "Who publishes it?" We said, the French CP. He 
said he never heard of the publication. We said, it is the one 
that printed the Duclos letter. Hem said he still never neard of it. 
(2) The PR Club staged a@ neighborhood rally, and a good one, in 


behalf of Eisler. Their neighborhood contacts are good and they- 


responded: about 100 in the place and more than that many turned 
away, as they say. Hilda E, had promised to speak, but when 
-it became clear who was staging the rally, declined. The PR Club, — 
as they do, raised hei with Civil Rights about it, and finally 
agreed it was’ agreed Hilda would come after all. Then the night of 
the rally a telegram arrived saying she was’sick. However, they 
had the rally just the same, and it cannot fail to do some good —~ 
especially in view of the fact that, as of that time, the Bronx 
CP org had done nothing about it at all. (3) I inclose a New Pome 
(from Frisco) which may ‘entertain you somewhat. 
Well, take care St yourselves. It is too bad that 
everyone cannot see eye to eye on things — but this is no surprise 
~ to us, in the long run. As I: have said before, a preliminary 
to coming together in a bona fide unity is first the orocess of 
‘demarcation of separate positions; vide Lenin. : 
Acceptez, alors, mes sent iments et souhaites les plus 


chauces, -comme disons—nous gui sommes amis de la culture francaise, 


As ever, 


Loli oy : 


~ 


BALLAD of the LEFTIST DEVIATION 


by He A. » 


The comrade is okay, maybe, 
but -~ for yout own security -- 
he's a good deal too far to the left, comrade, 


yes, much too far to the left. 


No-o-0-0, he never shirked a Party task; 
- he.does whatever his branch could ask; 
but, of course, such zeal is only a mask 


t& hide that's he far to the left. 


He was prematurely pro-—Duclos, 
but that pimply goes to show © 


he's way too far to the left, soneeae, 


A way too far to the left. 


He always questioned the Teheran Line, 
_ which proves he was simply asinine, os 
for I never did -- end that is a sign 


that he is t00 far to the left. 


Well, suppose he did sacrifice, 
It only proves one must pay the price 
for being too far to the left, comrade, 


oh, far too far to the left. 
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(a 
Sent up under the Cc. S. laws, 
he went to prison for the cause, . aa 
but that mustn'tim influence you, because 


he is far toofax far to the left. 


He drinks coffee and he telephones} 

He visits the people right in their homes! 
Which is very far to the left, comrade, 
Oh, very far to the left. 


These 'phone calls and coffee Klatches 

are nests where factionalism hatches; 

it's like letting children play with matches 
and invariably leads to the left. - 


And he quotes Stalin and Lenin, tool 
Now, these are terr¥ble things to do -- 
terribly far to the left, comrade ;. 


a 


- just terribly far to the left. 


of Marz, I have a peautiful set 

-but I haven't openedsa volume, yet: 

I don't want to do what I'll later regret 
and go too.far to the left. 


And don't you think it's lots more fun 
to read Gene Dennis and Williamson? 


They're not one bit to the left, comrade, 


no, not one bit to the left. 
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Marxism is always a guide to action, 


and those whd read it may form a faction; ; ers 


so think just a bit what might be the reaction 


on those not too far to the left? 


4 So you see there must be no hesitation oo Eat 
in purging this mamnedea leftist deviation, Xe = 
in liquidating the left, comrade, . Ras 
yes, liquidating the left. er a 


| | Sy 
You'll agree that the safest thing to do , 
is to throw out this comrade, and others too, 

and expel all the workers before we get through 


-- for they are too far to the left. 


L'Envoi i 
Oh, we must preserve the unity 
“that we now enjoy "with the bourgeoisie; 
we shall not procrastinate now. 7 
Nor Marx, nor Lenin, nor stalin, “nor he. ar : 
ee -is nearly as muck to the right\as wes ce 2 . 


theymu must all be expelled from our Partee 


and I hope it is not too late now. 
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There is being transmitted herewith the original of a I>tter- which WES, — 
received by Subject, RICHARD BRANSTEN, from LYLE-DOWLING, editbr of N.C. PR | 
(New Committee for Publications), of é7 East Sh, St., New York City, New York. - Qo 


The letter in question was obtained from New Haven Informant CwPR-i who has been ~ 
maintaining a trash coverage on Subject's residence, 


Ne, 
ee 


> For “the Tntormation of the New York office, the letter is as follows: 


ok : Be fon eo - t 27 Mar 47 
: ; Dear Hidhera; ~ . a” B®, 
Thanks for your, letter. What has happened is this: as you asked, = 


we put the Gs on our mailing list. We are aware of a number of reasons —__.” 
why they might not wish to continue on it, including the reason Ruth told: 

us of. We would be glad to cooperate in this. But no, that is not the 

way they do it -- they have to write an abusive letter, calling us agents ; 

. provocateurs, stoolpigeons, etc. I am getting good and god-damned tired : 
ae of this kind of talk and do not pretend to be anything else that angry ee 
~ about it -—- and mean toe stay angry. It is to easy, now, to play fast and © 
loose with these repulsive names, names the meaning of which these people — 
know very well. There is not a grain of truth in them. We are most cer~ 
tainly not agents provocateurs, not stoolpigeons, and not T-men,. And at { 
this time, when we are having such a difficult, uphill be: battle (but a gaining 
~- a one) such abuse is something I am not going to put up with without. sqawkingy Is- 

\ good and loud about it. ah art a 
APRACHED ane . 
ag ‘ SIL yAT comes the next point. It is well known what Gs characterization 
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of Eugene is, a correct characterization, of course. But what are we to 
make of people who know what the; know, and who find excuses not only for i 
doing nothing about it apr a (which is deplorable but at “Teast under zi a bed 
standable), ie piso heap abu ont those’ who are trying to do ne. 
- about ib?., - 
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FRI NEW HAVEN APRIL 15, 1947 
DIRECTOR FBI AND SAC NEW YORK URGENT 


© 
RICHARD BRANSTEN, WAS. IS- Ce 


h . EASY 
RE BRANSTEN- S TRAVEL PLANS. INFORMANT TODAY ADVISED THEY CONTEMPLATE, 


LEAVING TOMORROW ON SS VEENDAN FROM NYC FOR BRUSSELS, BELGIUM. 3 
THEY EXPECT TO BE AT BOAT ABOUT ELEVEN Ai. 
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Office Memorandum 


yen 
TO t DIRECTOR, FEI DATE: 


UW xor : SAC, 9 aia 


SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was; 
Intermal Security - C 
Bureau File 100~80068 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


June 17, 1947 


Rebulet of 5-19-47 in which it is stated that the Bureau desires before 


the case is closed that the New York Field Office ascertain whethey access 
can now be obtained to the material stored by the subject with the Liberty 


Freight’ Forwarding and Warehouse Co.,Inc., New York City fj 


The New York Office is. requested to advise what disposition has been made 
of this matter, 


ec: New York 
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rrom&% AES4C, New York % 
SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was., 
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Reurlet to New Haven dated May 19, 1947+ This will advise 
that Mr. JOHN P. MAC CAULBY, Manager of the Liberty Freight Forward- 
ing Warehouse Co., N.Y. Ce, has informed that all of the subject's 
personal papers and filing cabinet were shipped with household effects 
to the subject in Belguim shortly after his departure. There is now in 
storage at the warehouse 16 cartons containing the books removed from 
the subject's bookshelves, Each carton contains approximately 35 to 
40 books and they cover 2 variety of subjects, from a set of Shakeeare 
to bound volumes of New Masses, my 
i Mr. MAC CAULEY stated that arrangements can be made to inspect 
these books, tut since all of the subject's papers and personal files 
are unavailable such an inspection would appear to be of doubtful 
Significance. Such an examination will not be made unless advice is 
received from the Bureau and this case is ‘being considered RUC'd to 
the office of origins }4 
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Office Memorandum ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


gyre 
Director, FBI - DATE: 6/28/h'7 


VA sx0m : Sac, New,Haven 
SUBJECT: ee Zee » Was. 


INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 
Bureau File 100-80068 


Rebulet to New Haven dated May 19, 1947 advising that before 
instant case can be closed, New York office should ascertain whether 
_yfaccess could be obtained to materials stored by subject with are 
“X Liberty freight. Forwarding | Warehouse Co., Inc., New York rk City; “an 
access to the above materials can be had by the above office, and 
that no examination of materials will be made unless so advised by , 
the Bureau. 


This case is now being placed in a closed status in the New 
Haven office. 
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“Office Memotindun 
TO 2: , #=Mr. le [ 


DATE: July 22, 1947 


; . Mr. Tolson 
. FROM : J- PP. Co Pe, ur Bs Ae 
Nae oe ee { reer 
SUBJECT: RICHARD a ; “was! ie: Rosen 
: INTERNAL SECURTES c| ES EAS 
| i Harboe" 
Mr. Mohr 
Fi Mr. Pi 3 
: — 
The wpa es, contains negatives of © iiss Gandy ——— 


photographs taken erdintine to time by the subject of 
various material in connection with iia pteparation ofa 
biography of Herbert Hoover. . 
,RECOMMENDATION; 


It is recommended that this material be filed w A od 


for possible future reference. er re) CH 
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E. Ae Tamm 
FROM: 26 Stra sien casein 
SUBJECT: oO : i — 
* RICHATD BRANSTEN with aliases 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
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Reference is made to the attached letter fromthe New Haven Field it; Guinn tasa—— 
Office indicating that subject is now in Belgium, and will not return to ; ease. 
the U. S., for at least two years. : x 


ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Pursuant to the request of the New Haven Field Office, 
is suggested that the Liaison Office make arrangements with the Department of 
State so that the Bureau will receive advance notice of the return of this sub- 
ject to the U. S. In this connection it may be necessary for the State Depart- 


ment to request the american Embassy in Belgium, to advise the State Department 
' when the subject intends to return to this country. 
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. Embassy prior to-his-return to the United: States. 


ee ng EL Me ae 
Tt has been ascertained through the State. Department 


that’ ‘subject" S passport is valid until August, 1948, and that the ~ 
“State-Department will not be aware of his intended return to the — 
: ogee States unless ‘they tonne it by Recicant or. chance, tie in “oe 


‘The State Depakenont has: ‘advised that if it is . 


aw 


furnished with. subject's current location in Belgium, State 
Department authorities in Belgium and Paris will be alerted 


on the chance that the. subject may contact some Consulate or » 
It is requested’ 


that you’ advise the Bureau. whether you hia in PORES SIOR of the - 
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SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN with aliases 
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; Reference is made to Mr. Strickland's memorandum to you in thé” Ss 
above-captioned matter dated May 19, 1947. The Liaison Section was req make 
arrangements with the State Department in order that the Bureau will xedeive advance 
notice of the return of the subject to the United States. 


Mre James Lewis of the State Department advised Special Agent Griffee 
| of the Liaison Section that Bransten's passport file had-been reviewed by Special 
&gent Nicoll of the Washington Field Office on January 16, 1947. Mr. lewis stated 
that Bransten is now out of the United States on a passport valid until August, 1948, 
-and that the State Department would not be aware of his intended return to the United 
States unless they found out about it by accident or by chance. Mr. Lewis stated 
that the odds were that the State Department would not be notified prior to 
rey Bransten's entrance inasmuch as he would have no occasion to contact the American oe 
| byw Consulates or Eubassies abroad since his passport was valid. Mre Lewis stated, upp © 
bao however, if the Bureau advises him as to Bransten's current location in Belgian’ So 


fn 
& 


# y; would alert the State Department authorities in Belgium and in Paris on the cEENSe . 
bs 1,, ‘that Bransten would contact some Consulate or Embassy prior to his return to the  < -~ 
Ce United States. be 
- 7 La 

ACTION: 


4 
ae | RECORDEp| MK - SOCOV AI 7 
’ It is suggested this memorandum be routed to the. terna ly Security Section 
and that Bransten's current address in Belgium be furnished bo‘ the, Lied: fon, Section 
in order that the State Department may be advised accordinghy.°©+ ©# © ‘oe 
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BD Mra, ‘shiploy | 
“FO + Jack D. -Néal, 
“Richard Bransten 23 as = . os ae e 


“- ae 


“the, FBI ‘has 5 Andientad, an. 1 thterest. in the SAGs & ~S: 


“whereabouts of" Richard Branston, born February 2s 


‘To06 at San- Francisco, ‘who was: issued a passport 


“kaguat 16, : “1946 to enable. bin to ae to France ine | . —! ee 
“belielt of Paramount Pictures. ~ 
“wear you please. inform FC promptly if Seeonmation 
“is received conesrning his whereabouts , or an ands on veces ; 
“that he: ‘intends, to return ‘to! the United States? If: : 
subject: returns éo the United States, the FBI desires. . 
t6 be informed in advance the means of travel he will | . 
| : ‘ube s the date and “port at which he wilh enter the a Dae, 
“United States.’ eS Ses eee anes vs ee 
Baye 10 yoo og <9 
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a Office Memorandum ‘ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


° 
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DATE: August 14, 1947 


RICHARD BRANSTEN, was. 
INTERNAL SECURITY. - C 
Bureau File 100~80068 


Rebulet July 22, 1947 wherein advice is sought concerning subject's 
current location in Belgium in order that the State Department authori- 


ties in Belgium and Paris might be alerted concerning the subject's 
intended return to the United States. 


~The Bureau's attention is directed to the report of SA Francis X. Mc Bride 


dated May. 5, 1947 wherein the only information concerning the address of 
subject BRANSTEN is set forth on Page 2 of instant report. It is to 

be noted that Mrs. -BRANSTEN has remarked that her initial mailing address 
was scheduled to be in care of the Guaranty Trust Company'y Brussels, 
Belgium, Mrs. BRANSTEN has also indicated that both she and her husband 
planned to continue their banking-activities while in Brussels through 
the Brussels office of the Guaranty Trust Company of New York, 


r 


The above information is being brought-to the attention of the Bureau 
with the thought that possibly the State Department authorities in Belgium 
might possibly ascertain subject'ts.current address in Brussels through the 
Guaranty Trust Company in the event such is desired. No other information 
is available concerning’ subject's address in Brussels, Belgium. 
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Office Memorandum + united staves GY, ERNME 
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SUBJECT: RI RANSTEN, Wase 5 oer ee 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C pa ee 
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No N s advised that on July 29, 1947, DONAIT ANGUS. sa. | 
ae © ON was reported to have brought to the offices of the Bittlecs | 
Browt Company a manuscript entitled "ThHe{Life of Herbert Hoover yélsniy. aneeny 
written by BRANSTEN and his wife, RUTH UMC NYS es : 
fA | = 
According to information available to the theotmant,- the 
manuscript has not, as yet, been formally considered by the Editorial 
Board of the company which CAMERON heads. Furthermore, according to 
conversations in the office of the company, it is likely that it 
will not even be ites o> by this group inasmuch as the President. 
of the company, REDAMCINTYRE, has scanned through the manuscript 
and expressed a er opinion that thefittle Brow Company could 
not hope to make a profityon this book. 
Be hog EP SECS i 
The Boston Fila Division under date of April 2, 1947, and . 
the same caption, advised that it was unlikely that the company, would 
publish the book because it was possibly libelous and HERBERD\HOOVER 
had one actual suit pending ageinst the compeny and snother ‘potential - 
one which would be based on ISRAEL EPSTEIN's book. It is noted that 
EPSTEIN's book was described as "The€Hina We Need." The book has a \i0, 
since been published under the title, fihe Unfinished Revolution in, «cK 
—Chine." No libel suits have followed the publication of ‘this book 
and, according to the informant, this may be the reason that the 
company is now willing to consider BRANSTEN's manuscript. 


Additional developments as received will be a : 
promptly to the Bureau and the office of origin. pie 
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Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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SUBJECT: 
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D. Ha Ladd DATE: October 11, 1947 


Je Ps Co 
RICHARD -ERANSTEN, was, 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C p 
(Your file 100-1128) VEZ : , 


On May 19, 1947, by memorandum from Mr, Strickland to you 
the Liaison Section was requested to make arrangements with the State 
Department in order that the Bureau would receive advance notice 
of the return of the Subject to the United States. 


Mr, James Lewis of the State Department advised Special Agent. 
Griffee of the Iiaison Section that unless they found out by accident 
or chance, the State Department would have no way of knowing when the 
Subject would return to this Country, “Mr. Lewis stated, however, that 
if the Bureau advised him of Bransten's current location in Belgium 
he would alert the authorities in Belgium and Paris with the thought 
thet Bransten might contact one of the Consulates or the Embassy in 
Paris prior to his return to the United States, 


The New Haven Office has now advised the Bureau that the only 
available address for the Subject is in care of the Guaranty Trust 
Company, Brussels, Belgium, which address was given by Mrs, Bransten. 
The New Haven Office has pointed out that Mrs, Bransten, as well as her 
husband, the Subject, plan to continue their banking activities while 
in Brussels, Belgium, through the Brussels office of the Guaranty Trust 
Company of New York, ; 


ACTION: It is suggested that the above facts be brought to the attention ; 
of the State Department with the request that they be alerted for any y 


information concerning the return of the Branstens to this Country, 


100--80068 
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STANDARD FORM No, 64 


Office MemoSendum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN® 


TO ‘DIRECTOR, F.B.I. & 3 DATE: 1]~18=47 © 
ae *S.AcCe, HAVEN 
? 4 v 


fo opge., ~ —_ Al 
(it , SUBJECT:RTCHARD BRANSTEN, was; ; pee 
X Internal Security - ¢ ° 
s _ Bureau File 1100-80068 

o Reference is made to Section 44 G,6A of the Manual of Instructions. 
_Inasmich as the above subject is presently in Europe,and indications 
are that he will be there a couple of years, the Security Index card 
maintained in this office is being removed from the Security Index 

file and placed in subject's case file. 
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SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN with aliases 
SECURITY MATTER (C) 
(Bureau File 100-80068) 
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Rebulet March 13, 1948, > 3 ar a sseusetels bs leco 
va Sed fe vf C0 Viv Ca * Loe sean b7D 
as been recontacted There ‘are n e indications that the 
Little’ Brown Company intends to publish the book in question. It,is not on 
he production schedule for the current year, and there is no record of the 


book in the files of the company. It was last known to be in manuscript 
_jform in the personal possession of the company's editor~in-chief, D. ANGUS 


rn AMERON. Papers 
The informant regards it as unlikely that the book will ever be published 
by Little Brown because on April 2) next the com any will release "This was 
Normalcy." The latter work, according to the informant, is a diatribe 
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wsmit,directed against the Hoover administration. For your confidential information 


the informant has refused to handle publicity on this book, and because of a 
breach of ethics in the profession it will not be reviewed favorably in the 
New York Times. A copy of the latter work will be obtained and forwarded to 
the Bureau prior to publication date, Advance copies are now in the hands of 
reviewers, but because of the informant's illness, a copy cannot be obtained 
by the Boston office prior to April 13 next. 
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T :Director, F.B.I. DATE: 414-48 
FROM :SAC, New Haven 
SUBJECT: RICHARD STEN, was 


Internal Security (C) 
Bureau File 266—14138-———. 


Reference is made to Bureau letter 12th instant.in accordance with 
suggestion of the Bureau this case is being reopened and made pend- 
ing inactive, and the subject will be continued to be carried as a 
key figure in this office, ‘ 


The Bureau is respectfully requested to make the corresponding change 
in the list of New.Haven key figures to the Bureau, 
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TO : Director, FBI : DATE: April 14, 1948 
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SFhoM 4 SAC 5 Boston 


. ; apa 7 
SUBJECT: ATEACK UPON HERBERT HOOVER: IS3E0 
_2PHIS WAS NORMALCY" 
REFER 6-18 


Re Boston letter 4-12-48 captioned "RICHARD BRANSTEN, was, SECURITY MATTER -C, 
“Bureau filg 1009-80068," 


A copy of KARYSCHRIFIGIESSER' s "This Was Normalcy" is enclosed. Since this 
book will not be released by the newstands until April 21, next, the Bureau 
is requested not to exhibit it except on a confidential basis before that 
date s 
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a on Septeniter. i2g 19hé,. the wpaily Yorker" carried an ertieiey SAG SO 
ee a on page five indicating that Bransten and his wife, Ruth McKenney. preasteny 2 er 
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INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 
Bufile 100-356062 
RICHARDORRANS TEN, was | Qalds ELC ~ntemnneme 
SECURITY MATTER (c) 
Bufile 100~80068 


ie Me Hout. sn2eccc | 


Re New Haven letter to Bureau dated 7-14-49 on captioned subject. 


In view of the fact that as far as is kmown to this office, subject 
continues to be abroad, and no information has been available to this 
office for the past eighteen months reflecting on CP activity of sub- 
ject, he is no longer being tabbed under "DETCOM! in this office, and 
Bureau is respectfully requested to take similar action. 
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The subjeot et mame ° ies bean’ removed. froin the. key ‘figure. 
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“ appropriates arrangements to be pautsed. sees upon his return 
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Office - Memorandum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI os DATE: "7/14/19 


Won > SAC, at Haven 


SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was. 
INTERNAL SECURITY (CQ 


The captioned individual is being carried as a Key Figure. So far as 
is known to this office, he continues to be abroad. No information 
has been available to this office for, the past eighteenmonths re- 
flecting on the Communist Party activity of subject, in view of his 
absence: from the State. 


+ Ge 
He is therefore being removed from the Key Figure list, ang the Bureau 
is respectfully requested to take similar action. This,case is being 
closed in the New Haven office. “ 
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. ¥ -'~ gy determining the current address for the subject but up ‘Lo - a ae 
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Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: August 3, 1949 
SAC, NEWHAVEN 


RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY - ¢ 
BUREAU FILE NO. 100-80068 


Rebulet 8/1/49. 


Bureau letter of reference sets out that the Bureau desires 

that the New Haven Division make appropriate arrangements to 

be advised immediately upon the return of RICHARD BRANSTEN 

to the United States. In this connection, reference is made 

to letter from the Bureau dated May 19, 1947, wherein the 

Bureau advised that the Department of State would be contacted 

to make arrangements, if possible, to obtain advance notice 

of subject's return to this country. The Bureau subsequently 

advised on July 22, 1947, that the State Department would not 

be aware of BRANSTEN's intended return to the United States pep eek 
unless it learned of such information by accident or chance. CEE DET 


In this communication the Bureau stated that if the State 
Department were furnished with the current location of 
BRANSTEN in Belgium that the State Department authorities 

in Belgium and Paris, France, would be alerted on the chance 
that BRANSTEN would contact some Consulate or Embassy prior to 
returning to the United States and the Bureau requested New 
Haven to advise whether or not there was any available address 
in Belgium for BRANSTEN. 


In this connection, it is noted that by letter dated August 14, 

1947, the attention of the Bureau was directed to information 

contained in the report of SA FRANCIS XK. MC BRIDE dated May 5, 

1947, at New Haven setting out the only information available 

to this office relative to the address of BRANSTEN in Belgium. 

According to this report, Mrs. BRANSTEN, wife of the subject, : as 
advised that the initial mailing address of MrswWBRANSTEN woula RICHAKD 
be in care of the Guaranty Trust Company, Brussels office. 

This report further reflects that Mrs. BRANSTEN indicated that 

both she and the subject planned to continue their banking . 
activities while in Brussels through the Guaranty Trust Company. 

It was suggested to the Bureau at that time that possibly the State 
Department could ascertain from the Brussels office of the Guaranty 
Trust Company the current address of BRANSTEN. 
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Letter to the Director . 
NH File No. 100-1128 August 3,. 1949 


The Bureau is requested to advise the New Haven Division whether or not, 
; as a result of the request to the State Department, the Bureau was 
successful in obtaining the current address of the BRANSTENS. 
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On May 11, 1950,[___ informed that Subject BRANSTEN returned to the United 
States where his address is given as Rinehart & Company, Incorporated, 232 Madison ae 
Avenue, New York 16, New York. omments that Subject did 
not come to notice in any way during the time he was in England. 
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ron ah m es eae ERG CED 52 


3 


m SAC, Tew Haven 
gin & |. Director, PRE 0, 


i. 7 3“. drowagn porerway 0 a Se. 
“os gROURTEY DAPToR OTe OL 
oe Beer. fae see 100-1128. ms se 


i seeeeenae New York eatery ae dune Us 1950, carbon 
_ copy ery Haveri, and Bureau memorandum to New Haven dune 16, 19806 yg 


. In view ‘of the information ‘seb forth in ‘referenced | 
Tew York memorandum which cont sained a statement ‘of Louis F. Budeng 
: concering his knowledge of the Communist, Party affiliation of - 
_ Bransten, you are instracted to submit @ report covering the current ° 
15 _ activitiy of, Bransten. so that consideration may be given to hig aa 
be he Fainstatement in the ac fa Index. oor 
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 


|. Offic Memorfndum - 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


EXTO * Director, FBI b ATES Ly in,1950 
~ Ar aoe SAC, New York ea eee ee ¢ - - -|} 
16 SUBJECT: ®D Sa al \ g-) 
RE: RICH BRANSTEN, was. .~ ee : : LU 
Bruce“Minton; _ ‘ seen 4 . ¥ % ge 


SECURITY MATTER = 
(Bureau fide 10-8068) 
LovISs up z ormerly managing cditor of the "Daily Worker" 

and a Communist Party functionary until he broke with the*Party in Cenevers: 
1945 has been interviewed ‘during thé vast few months .concerning . the 
concealed Commmists whom he knew. ‘the person named above as the subject 
of this case, was one of those individuals whom BUDEN@ described’as a: 
concealed Comminist. BUDENZ describes a concealed Communist as one who 
does not hold himself out as a Communist and who would deny membership 
in the Party. 


BUDENZ advised SA WIDLIAM J..MC CARTHY, JR. on dune 21, 1950 
of all he knew concerning the subject, “that he felt was pertinent, and he 
dictated this information to a stenographér.of this office, who was present 
- during the interview. a 


He used, in order to bring out all he knew abotinthe subject, the 
following set of questions. He considered all questions in-~gonnection with 
this subject. Where he did not comment on some narticnular qués tion as to the 
activity of the subject, then it is because he had no knowledge. “EL, he 
rotalled anything about the subject as a result of these questions he: dictated 
what he Inew. ‘he questions are as follows; : ‘ 


Thee, 


1. Identify individual 
a. If observed a description and other identifying data; 
b. If not seen, enough descriptive data about individual to nositively 
identi fy him or her; 
c. Any aliases 


2. Narrate how he knows individual as a ‘Communist i re 

a. If seen ata closed meeting get date, place and nersons present at a 
meeting fi 

b. If told officially that individual was a Communist, who said it, what é 
were the circumstances, and who was present; 

ce Relate all occasions when he met or heard of individual as Communist. 


neéundibe 
j A Did individual ever write anything that might be considered CommUnES ye 
Lap HS Literature. 

1. For "Daily Worker", "New Masses", "Political Affairs", 


ey and any front pubLicatiions or” other publications « 0. 
fr .. AY : New Haven (100-1128) a __ RECORDED - 22) 1 (IO =. “ i bd 6 y aa 
: eye | ss INDEXED - ye SUL 2? > 1950 

0 ak COPIES DESTROYED _ (27 79 Ff ff og 

yee R-2L30 nt au Je 


fe} fa} 


aN: pa 


3 Letter to Director 
NY 100-1381 


4 Fronts 


Who knew its if 


‘U.S. Army, other service? ~- 


ie individual active in front organizations. id 
ich organizations 

>. How active was individual 

Espionage 


Was individual ever involved in secret works 
What Work; 


Did individual ever do any special work Zan party. 


Is individual still act vive or eyapeeneure Lonard Party. 


Can you recall any trips abroad particularly to Russia and the 
approximate date of the trips? Can you recall the nature of the ee 


Did you eyer hear that he had attended any of the training schools in 
Russia? f 


Did this subject appear to have entree to the Russian Consulate or 
did’ he receive special consideration and attention from known Russian 
Agents" or Communist Officials in U.S.? 


Is the subject working for the U.S. Government or is he affiliated in 
any way in Confidential Government work at this time? 


Did this individual have military training, Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 


Was this individual eaiared in vital industry? 
Do you know any other members of his family who are Communists? 


Do you know of any other activity on the part of the individual which 
would indicate that the individual is a céncealed Communist? 


Additional questions were asked as a result of his answers to the above 
questions in order to fully develop his information. 


wf 
mc 
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Letter to Director 
NY 100=1);381 


Attached is a blind memorandum dictated by LOUIS F. BUDENZ 
and containing all the pertinent information concerning the subject which 
BUDENZ could presently recollect. 


The original of each memo has been reviewed by Mr. BUDENZ and he 
has made any necessary correotiong and he has signed the original. ‘the 
signed orisinal of cach memo is being retained in the confidential infomant 
file of LOUIS F. BUDENZ, NY file 62- 8988. 


Since the individuals such as the subject of this case are, _ 
according to BUDENZ, concealed Communists and since they are, in most 
instances, persons of same prominence, it is sugres~ed that if the 
information appearing in the attached blind memo is verorted, then Mr. 
BUDENZ should be given a temporary confidential informant symbol. 


For the information of the Bureau the subject is one of the 400 
concealed Communists whom BUDENZ stated he knew. The names of these 
concealed Communists were sent to the Bureav in the case caotione d"Communis t 
Party, USA, Internal Security - Ct, 


RICHARD BRANSTEN 


- | BRANSTEN'S pen name is 3 BRUCE arrow, osunauted with the 
New Magi eS; ° and living in Yashington during the war, and now connacted 
Is moving picture i a in Toa Angeles. Husband meppenbively, of” 
10UL SBRANSTEN . anid RUDE ae - 
WL geb Ca Wf 


- T aw oUt pees re Ye, ANSTEN, wha is 4 slight, 
- -guieb-spoken arid a tosh. shy~mamnered person.” Hy acquaintancs with him 
* .runs from 1935. untfl 19h; bub I was advised up until my departure from - 
* ". -the Party by’ JAQR-STACHEL and ALBXAND: a CHTENBERG. that eee. 
eae ay ny the Communist Party at that. times ei 


thee, " BRANSTEN yas engaged” in seen work for thie party, 1 eels : 
directly under EUGE WIS in the assignment of penetrating OSS. This 

'. E know from BRANSTEN's own statements sal me aa shag Tae statements 
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TO "+ DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 7/13/50 


ROM =: SaC, NEWHAVEN 


SUBJECT: RICHARD BRANSTEN was; 
MRS. RUTH BRANSTEN 
SECURITY MATTER — C ; ‘ 
Bufile 100-80068 Q As 


Rebulet to NH 6/16/50. 


On 6/29/50 PHILIP SMITH, Assistant Postmaster at Westport, 


Conn., advised that the Westport mailing address for Mr. and be 

» as well as and Bie 

: eeeeeereeninens been furnished on 6/20/50 as thuckerts 
House, Hills Point Road, Edgewater, Hillside Section, Westport, : 
Conn.". Mr. SMITH pointed out that during the absence of the ‘ 
Branstens from Westport all of the local mail received for them 
in Westport had been handled by the Harper-Wood Real Estate 


Agency, which is located on Taylor Place in Westport. | 


The activities of the Branstens will be followed by the New Haven 
Office to determine if security index cards and their key figure | 


status should be reinstated. Z Jy 
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: “Re recomend i that’ es pied be authérizea. to oe 
* Richaba” Branston,’ fontier “némbér’ wR: the’ “Ccmmunist Party: ‘and. orn 
ae erties of "New '} Masses; a in ‘an, effort, “ba. develop’ Bransten as a. 
yiimese" te. ‘téstity’ as "bo" ‘sub ject’ s Communist. Party nomberehip. os 
eee Sota was expelled from the Vonmuist Party: dn 1946 ana. ol 
ae ras ‘according to Seymo ux Bakst,. also. a. former member of “thé Communist 
en ee on a bedae 8 anda ‘close associate of Bransten,, ‘the Aetter: may” bes e : 
eae oa - cooperatiye | ia & Bureau interview, aie 
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ee Yeu wilt recat: ane ‘te ‘captionéa © 
eitsied | empl pyed by. ‘the, Soviet enrages 
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‘ine; whether, 
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2 ergenizationa’ ateiliations, “As” a “Fecult, ‘the “Devertient, Has’ gee, 
-Gugsted, the Bureau to attempt to- locate: competent. witnesses. wha = 
. ean testify: as, tbo: Subject’ s. Somiunist, ‘Party.’ ‘wieubership ‘during. ‘the™ 
"pertinent. perita:. ~ In this: conkéetion,. the Washington rida office 
: has been: authorized’ to Interview. a muniber ler ‘former members. of th 
et aes Communist Party: “one. ‘Such, dhdividual , x) S@jmsur’ ‘Bakst,: when ‘ ‘inter- 
ora viewed: adtiitted Enewing ‘subject but he camct or will not testify as. 
“B05 subject's Communist: Party. menbership, — Various otter. Lormer . 
* oC gmmuni st ‘Party members. have Been Anterviewed, ats: with! metative 


PIGINAL: COPY FIL 
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Mayne a “AS pointed” out; ‘in ‘the’ attacnea, Jevier. vor “Washington: 
Nicholai". 


3 3 Bakist: stated he was introduved, to sub ject by. ‘Richard peers as 
Nene sdes of subject's. activities “in thes 2° 
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Pe ed : Bransten is. the subject: it Buréau: file "40080089, A 
security natter investigation has beén conducted of his- activities 
_ but the. ease is closed at the present: time. The investigation | 


“Communist | Party. - ie, felt that. Bransten tn alt probability: would 
” "pe cooperative in an. interview. with Bureau (Agents. inasauch : as 
‘Bransten: has just writien. a& lettér ty Balist in’ which be spake of 
the regimentaticn of scientists in Iron Curtain countries, how 
good itis té be free of Communist. discipline, dnd haw good it 
is to xead' a Book without ‘fear that, ke was not following the 
"Party line. Bakst Also stated Bransten's pire never. tamed 
sceeeenten eee, eciphine 


4 7 


. disclosed that hransten and, his wife: prior’ to. IQk6 were active -.: |. ge Ou 
‘wembers of ‘the Communist Patty,’ “In'19k6, as. the result of the 2 6 te 
change: ‘in ‘leadership En. the Commnist: ‘Party, Brans ten’tnd his” een : 
wife were expelled from the CP.’ Branéten was. bern February 24, - - a Sia: 
“. “1906, ta San Francisco, is'a graduate of farvavd. University, and 

oh dune 1,°1929, was narried - ta Louise Rosenberg, from whem he -— 

was diverced duly 26, 1937. He married Ruth, McKinney on August 

42, :: 293Ts ‘MeKimney is the ‘author of "My Sister Bileen". and. other 

[works Bransten, is fomlerly the edttor. of "New Kagses'! and: bas - 

béen affilidted with various Comubist Pront. organizations, 28, 

Swell. as With the, Comiuniet Party. - He is the’ author of many: See 
articles and beoks and. he and’ his wife are ‘said to have conéiderable | 


oo financial rescurces, . For seme tine Bransten Was assaciated with © 
J. Seywour Beket ‘iar the ‘preparation of. a biography of former President. 
oe oe Ferbert: Hoover, - ~ It appears. thet Eakist performed a Jarge portion of | - 
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SAG NEW YORK, N.Y. 


252 MEN WITHOUT FACES 


a: It was through one of these jurisdictional contests over the infil- * 
ee tration of the OSS in 1943 that I learned of Eugene Dennis’ direc- 
4 tion of that form of espionage in Washington. For just as the 
ae Communists made a determined effort to get as many men as pos” ; x 
| en sible into publicity posts affecting the soldiers, so did they make the a: L ye 
ee infiltration of the OSS one of their major concerns. When you had § i. 
: a secret clique helping you, it was not too diffcult. The conflict in . : 
this case was between Dennis’ ring and one supervised by Golos. It 

: started when Golos asked me to begin building up a number of | de 
: , ae espionage contacts in Washington. One of the men I approached 

was a writer who was connected with the moving-picture industry. 

He told me, however, that he was responsible to Dr. Martin Blum-_ 

berg and to Dennis, who were directing the agents in the Office of . RECORDED - & 
Strategic Services. Dennis spoke to me about the matter, too, asking 
me not to recruit this particular writer into the group around Golos _ va Q é x Ju, 
but to get other men for that purpose. It was then I also learned © Cw ee a 
that Carl Aldo Marzani, known sometimes as Tony Whales in party ; NOV 6 195 
circles, was one of the Dennis ring. Marzani is now in Federal | 75 

prison for swearing falsely that he was not a Communist at the time * 

he entered the OSS or while associated with it. Lo 
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The attached clipping is from page 236,23) of the book 


"Men Without Paces! by LOUIS FRANCIS BUDENZ, 


: fy OT 
BEER ME Pepdaltens Deardle, MUR sommT 
: oy mas SAC NEW YORK, N.Y. 


MEN WITHOUT FACES 


I know that the Office of Strategic Services was infiltrated dur-~.. 
ing the recent war under a plan worked out by Eugene Dennis and | -- 


with the co-operation of a well-known writer and several govern: ° 


ment and _ professional workers. ‘Uhis work proved of much assist: ' 


ance to the Red cause. 
I know, too, that a professor in a Pennsylvania college, a woman 


of culture and grace, served as a courier and information gatherer 
in Washington for the Ninth Floor, even entering the White 
House and “bringing back information valuable to Stalin for the 
Yalta Conferente: She was instrumental in getting various govern- 
mental moves made which enhanced the political position of the 


Communists. 
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-- season $0 believe that they woul 


“was that both of these women. retained 


> 5” at Which time he had'a brie 
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TRAVIS HEDRICK, wass 0 
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_ Batite 101-6306)": 


ReBulet November 7, 1950. 
"On December hy 1950, Mr. SEYMOUR B 


; Northwest, ‘was. reinterviewed by. ‘Speci 
“This interview was. 


AKST, 708 Peabody 
al Agent's JOHN: — 


further information indicating whether or not an i 

for CHARLOTTE GOLD might be advisable ~~ 

in the case of TRAVIS HEDRICK. ot ee RA ee “a 

te ik In this regard, Mr. BAKST advised that. while he felt 0b. i 

sure both of these women would have, due to. their association (. f) aig 

TRAVIS HEDRICK, he had no - ee a SS 

d-be cooperative with this 0-0 0. 4). “iby 

Bureau. Mr. BAKST stated that in a-matter of: fact hig opinion: =. bee we 
their Loyalty to the. Sabie ee oe 
Commmist Party and would be completely uncooperative with - oe” ae 

£ the present whereabouts of either Mites i 


. st. the FBI. BAKST had no idea 
poe. GOED, ow GEINTON, "0%" 


.. BAKST advised that 4 month ago he wagein New York. 9° SEAS 
8 evisit with RICHARDCBRANSTEN. He: 9 00 01 .S 
‘” gtated that in his. conversation with BRANSTEN he found him = = .* 

He spoke of "those dam ~ e 


abs. 


Russias" and appeared. to’ have been much concerned by the. 1. =. 
recent. aggressions of the Communists... He again stated he felt Te 
BRANSTEN would probably be cooperative: with this Bureau. He... | 
advised that BRANSTEN is presently employed b LOuTNEHARDT 

He still lives in Westport, =~ 


féub, but is looking for a place + 
with BRANSTEN shouldbe — 


‘expressed the. belief that any contact 
made at his home in Connecticut. — a. r 
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DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: December 18, 1950 


SAC, NEW HAVEN 


2) 
RICHARD'BRANSTEN, was; 
Mrse RUTH BRANSTEN | a-l 
SECURITY. MATTER - C 

Bufile 2100-80068 


The Immigration and Naturalization Service at Hartford, 
Connecticut, has communicated with this office to inquire 


whether the Bureau has any objection to an officer from 
that organization interviewing MrsSe RUTH MC KENNEY BRANSTEN 
who, according to INS records, has deflected from the Communist 


Partye 


This office on December 16, 1950, interviewed Mre and Mrse 


RICHARD (RUTH MC KENNEY) BRANSTEN in connection with the 
case "TRAVIS HEDRICK, was - Espionage ~ R" (Bufile 101-6306) 


at which time the BRANSTENS were moderately cooperatives 

UACB, INS will be advised on January 2, 1951, that this j, 
office has no objection. to their proposed interview with the 
BRANSTENS « 
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Office Ma...*. coe ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI DATE: 


A 
We FROM : SAC, New Haven 


rae) 
SUBJECT: RICHARD’ BRANSTEN, was. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
Bufile 100-80068 


March 10, 1951 


s i z 
fc As Rerep of SA FRANCIS X. MC BRIDE dated 1/31/51 at New Haven. 


The records of the Westport, Conn., Post Office reflect that on 

' February 28, 1951 subject RICHARD BRANSTEN notified the Post / 
Office of a change of address for his family from Hills Point 
Road, Hillside Section of Westport, Conn. to 1356 Madison Aves, - 
New York 28, N. Ys 


The NYD is requested,to immediately wenity the above reported 
residence of RUTH aX SUSRTCHARDZERANSTEN . 


FXRM:ML : 
100-1128 


ce New York (2)~100~1)381 
NH 101-1h(Ruth Bransten) 


lip ao a nae Ce 
} ; * ae 


ee py ial F FD-72 
x -§° » | : (1-10-49) 
«iF EDERA® BUREAU OF INVESTSGATION 
Lb m% : , ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
mo “HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT "NEW HAVEN  WEERE SHOWN OTHERWISE NH FILE NO. 100-1128 jep 


REPORT MADE AT bee WHEN .PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


6/21, rae 11/8; 
6/5031 


NEW HAVEN FRANCIS X. MC BRIDE . 


= 
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/SYNopsiS OF FACTS! | ic ia ae 
on VE Subject and wife departed from U.S. sprih1é6, neg 
os 1917 for Brussels, Belgium, remaining until ~- 
AN Sept. 7, 1948, when they proceeded to London, 
al GENCY, eorfo ore England. Subject returned to Westport, Conn., 
A & 
d REG. PEC'D ~ S74 _ USA; about May, 1950, and is now employed as 
|-REP' r Font i289 editor for Rinehart & Co,, NYC. uring 197, 


subject and wife observed on list formerly 
in possession of SAMUEL ADA“S DARCY. DARCY 
former- District #3 CP organizer, Philadelphia, ~ ~ 
PA. NH CL T~6, self—admitted former high 
functionary of CP, described subject as one 
of 00 concealed Communists" in U.S. 
BRANSTEN interviewed Dec. 16, 1950, and 
furnished general. background information 

re former CP activities, claiming permanent 
break with Party, NH CIsT-9 through T-18, 
who are acquainted with CP affairs in 
Fairfield County, Conn., have furnished no 


v > information indicating recent CP activity sealable 
v - \3\ ; by subject. AGENCY LEB IS 
| ‘ ) " : “eo - REQ. BEC mene 22 
' . ‘ 4 { t 
) y Vy é.. , o Pp —? BEES Le Lf t 
DETATLSs It is to be noted vat all New Haven Confident ear Info 


set forth in the body of this neers alte of known reliability 
unlesg, St rfise indicateds ; fo 
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DRPATTURE FROM UsS. 


It is to be noted that according to information previously furnished 
by New Haven Confidential Informant T+1, subject departed from the 
United States at New York City on April 16, 1947, accompanied by 
his wife, for Brussels, Belgium, via the SS Veendam, 


New Haven Confidential Informant T~2 advised during July of 197) 
that tne records at the United States Department of State reflect 
that subject held a U. S. passport which would be valid until 
fugust of 198, . 


bl 
FOREIGN RESIDENCES 


SEDRET “ @ 
aa 4 
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RETURN TO U. S. 


ERLE 
New Haven Confidential Informant 7? » 2 reliable foreign source, 
reported that during May of 1950, RICH: ANSTEN had returned to 
the United States, where his address was to bé in care of Hinehart 
and Company, Inc., 232 Madison Avenue, New York 16, : 


CULRENT RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT 
ionentteat artnet nanan enemas eee ee 


On June 29, 1950, New Haven Vonfidential Informant T~5 advised that 
i livi i i i family, which ihcluded, 

in the "RUCKERT'S" house; : 

Hillspoint koad, Hillside Section of Westport, Connecticut, ~“. bic 


On December 16, 1950, subject BRANSTLN was interviewed by SAs JOHN 
C,. MANNING and at his residence in Westport, Comn,, 
relative to an Official Gureau investigation, at which time BRANSTEN 


described his cmployment a ad for Rinehart & Company, New York 
City. ; E ‘ 


CP ACTIVITIES ty 
pret eee, Tt POLY a SIP 
New Haven Confidential Informant T-5 advised during Octobdr 1f TOL? 
that the name of the -subject and his wife, RUPE. KENNEY4 had been 
located among a list of riames which was formerly in the ‘possession 

of SAMUEL ante Biney » 6419 Morris Park Road, Philadelphia, Pay The 
list of names,’decording to T~S, was beli-eved to: comprise members 

of the "Splinter Group" formed around DARCY » consisting largely of 
former CP members. According to Tx5 » DARCY was formerly District #3 
Communist—Party--ergani-zer~in~Philadelphia »bennsylvania, hut was 

expelled from the “party because of his vehement. opposition to EARL 
BROWDERe It is to be noted that LARL BROWDER was formerly National 


General Secretary of the Communist Party, USA. 
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According to Informant T-5, some of the so-called members of the 
"Splinter Group" were believed to be individuals who were expelled 
from the Communist Party because of their support of DARCY . 


New Haven Confidential Informant T-6, a self-admitted former high 
functionary of the Communist Party, described subject RICHARD 
BRANSTEN as one of 400 concealed Communists in the United States. 
T-6 indicated that a concealed Communist is one who does not hold 
himself out as a Communist and who would deny membership in the 
Party. fccording to T-6, "BRANSTEN is a slight, quiet spoken, and 
almost shy mannered person. My acquaintance with him runs from 
1935 until 19h, but I was advised, up wntil my departure from 
the Party, by (JAMES)STACHEL and ALkan ea Rt cHNENLAG that 
BRANSTEN remained gees aa of the Communi/st Party at that time.! 
&ckK, : : : 
T~6 stated that BRANSTEN "was engaged in secret work for the: Party, 
being directly under EUGENE DENNIS ,in the assignment of penetrating 
OSS. This I know from BRANSTON's/own statements to me and from 
DENNIS! statements to me in 19h} 


It is to be observed that JACMASTACHEL is the Chaiman of the 
Agitation,..ublication-and.Education,.Committes..of the Communist 
Party-,-USAy as well as a member of the National Board of the Communist 
Party, USAe It is to be further noted that eleven members of the 
National Board of the Communist Party, USA, were convicted on 

October 1h, 1949, on a charge of conspiracy to violate the Smith 

Act in that the defendents organized the Communist Party, an organiza~ 
tion having as its purpose the teaching and advocacy of the overthrow 
of the Government of the United States through force and violence, 


ALEXANDER Lief acme is head of the International Publishers, 
Inc,, which has been cited by former U, S. Attorney General FRANCIS 
BIDDLE, the citation appearing in the Congressional Record of 
September 2h, 192, on Page 7686, describing the International 
Publishers, Inc., as "the (Communist) Party's publishing housett, 


she 
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It is to be further observed that the International Publishers, Inc., 
has been cited as "an official publishing house of the Communist 
‘arty in the United States" anda medium through which extensive 
Soviet propaganda is subsidized in the United States", by the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities, reports dated January 3, 190, 
Page ss and June 25, 1942, Page 18, and report dated March 29, 19k, 
Page 76. 


It is to be further noted that EUGENE DENNIS is the General Secretary 
of the Communist Party, USA, and was a member of the National Board 
of the Communist Party, USA. 


Attention is directed to Page 236 of the Book entitled "Men Without 
Faces" by LOUIS FRANCIS BUDENZ, wherein the following statement 
appears; "TI know that the Office of Strategic Services was infil-~ 
trated during the recent war, under a plan worked out by EUGENE 
DENNIS and with the cooperation of a well known writer, etc." 

T-6 pointed out that the person referred to by BUDENZ in the above 
quotation is in reality BRUCH,MINTON, which is the pen name of 
subject RICHARD BRANSTEN. 


Attention is also directed to Page 252 of the book entitled ‘ifen ; 
Without Faces" by BULENZ, wherein the following statement appears 
in connection with a discussion of the infiltration of OSS in 192 
under the direction of EUGENE DENNIS: "One of the men I a,proached 
was a writer who was connected with the moving picture industry." 
T-6 stated that the person referred to in the above quotation is in 
reality BRUCE WINTON, subject of instant investigation, 


INTEAVItiw WITH SUBJECT 


On Lecember 16, 1950, subject RICHARD BRANSTEN was interviewed by 
Sas JOHN C, MANNING and HUGO P. BLNEDORI at his home at westport, 
Connecticut, relative to an ot'ficial Bureau investigation, at which 
time BRANSTEN furnished the following information concerning his 
former Communist Party activity. 


. oD 
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Early Activities 


BRKANSTEN admitted that he first vecane interested in the Communist 
Tarty during 1932 in San Francisco at the height of the depression. 

He envisaged ADOLF HITLER over-running and enslaving the world and felt 
that any ideology opposed to him was worth while. He stated that 
during this Period, that is, 1932, he was studying to pecome } writer 
and in pursuing this objective becane acquainted with WILLIA OWDER , 
brother of KARL BROWLER, former Communist Party Secretary General, 

who recruited him into the Communist Party. Actually, however, he 

did not join the Communist Party until he went to New York City where 
he became associated with the magazine 'New Masses’ in 1935. He 
pointed out tht he had been introduced to the "New Masses" by 

WILLIAM BROWER 


It is to be noted that the "New Masses" has been cited by Former 

U. S. Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE as a "Communist Periodical", 
which citation appears in the Congressional Record under date of 
beptember 24, 192, on Page 7688, It is to be further noted that 
the ‘New Masses" has been further described as a "nationally circu- 
lated weekly journal of the Communist Party" by the Special Committee 
on Un-American Activities, report dated 3/29/hh, Pages 8 and 75, 

and in reports dated January 3, 1939, ca 80, and June 25, 192, 


Pages l and 21, > OLLI, Bi hee 6 BFR S. ae ad & eaca sly 
New York Activities Kiehied Gr 25-572 $9 agent Soi. Sore 

Bbofed Ly He Sib gre s © [See ph, #3. id 
Once a member of the Communist” Party and employed with New Masses 
BRANSTEN was declared to be an "open Communist". He explained this. 
by saying that he did not have to conceal his membership in the 
Party and was not assigned to.any particular cell or branch; his 
Comaunist Party activities consisted of being associated with "New 
Masses", While in New York City, he taught in the Workers School 
and later wrote a book dealing with the Marxist analysis of the 
history of the United States between 1920 and 190, In this regard 
he pointed out that his lectures at the Workers School were based 
on the material he was gathering for his book, 


+E 
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It is to be noted that the Workers chool ef New York City has been 
cited as "an official Communist Party school" located at 35 bast 12th 
Street, New York City, which was also headquarters of the Communist 
Party. Instructors were always members of the Communist Party, and 

it later merged with the School for Democracy to become the Jefferson 
School of Social Science. Citations referring to the above information 
appear in the Special Committee on Un-jmerican Activities Reported dated 
March 29, 19h, on pages 89 and 168. “he Workers School of New York 
City has also been cited as "an educational institution controlkd by 
the Communist Party" by the California Committee on Un—smerican ‘.cti- 
vities, Report 1948, Page 269. 


kashington Activities 
eetecgen ato  pant tac e e 


In November, 191, BHaN'STEN was assigned to Washington as the Washington 
correspondent of "New Masses", While in Washington, he continued to 
operate ‘as an open member of the Communist Party and maintained contact 
with the Party in New York City through the "New Masses". He continued 
to teach new’and prospective members of the Communist Party, but 
claimed he did not attend many Communist Party functions because he 

was not affiliated with any Communist Party branch or cell in 
Washington, D.C, BRANSTEN pointed out that because of his open 

status, good Communists were loath to associate with him because 

to have done so would have revealed their Party affiliations and 

would have "put the kiss of death on them', : 


BRANSTEN further pointed out that a lot of innocent and gullible 
people were maligne di because of their association with the BRANSTENS , 
whereas for the most part they were not Communists nor so inclined. 


Turing the fall of 1943, one of his children became ill and his wife, 
too, was not in good health, so they decided to try their luck in 
Hollywood, Consequently, in February, 19, he severed relations with 
the "New Masses" in Washington and went to Hollywood, California. 


Hollywood Activities 


GRANSTEN stated that he worked in Hollywood for approximately three 
weeks with one of the Yovie studins and then became a free lance 


WH 100~1128 


movie writer. He stated further tha¥ while in Hollywood he taught 
Marxist classes-on theory and practice at a school at which some 

of the leading Hollywood writers and producers were also lecturers, 
BRiNSTEN refused to identify the hame of the school at which he 
lectured. He stated that after approximately one year in Hollywood; 
he returned East, spending a few months in New York City and then 
moving to Westport; Connétticut. 


westport Activities 


Onte back in the east, BRANSTEN resumed his association with "New 
Masses" and it was at this time that he began to disagree with - 

EARL BROWDER, former General Secretary of the Comminist. Party USA, ’ 
and exhortations on the policies that the Communist Party was to 
follow now that the war was overs At that time, BRaNSTEN became 
affiliated with the Westport Branch of the Communist Party in Conne, 
and also belonged to a discussion group which met po Stamford, Conne 


group Were NATHAN 
SILVESTRI , ‘and “two 


tpo 


SCHILEPSKY, deceased ROB ING, ANTONI 
or three others whom he, could not _ identify’. Amnon those attending 
_——bhe, Stamford discu group were JOHN And—IWJ6HILGR, LOUIS, SCALA 
of Greenwich, SAMUETAGRUBER, and JACO OLDRING, BRANSTEN pointed. 
out that this group was ehgaged in r Aging and discussing Marxism 
and it was never definitely or exclusively a. Communist group in that 
nonCommunists were invited to attend. Other individuals that 
LRANSTEN identified as being associated withthe Communist, Party 
in Connecticut are MIKE: and PEARL?§USSO of Bridgeport, ANDREW ONDA, 
JLCOB GOLDRING, LOUIS “SCiLa and JOSEPH ROBEPTS » 


4mong those who were “roEREat with the w 


It is to be noted that aNDEEyONDA » JOSEPHA:OBERTS and MICHAEL MA. 
~7iwSS9 j each formerly served. as-State-Chai.xzman-of—the~Communist-Party 

in Connectict in the order listed, and were publicly known in said 

capacity. "RUSSO is now serving as Assistant Organizational Secretary 


Bic the Communist Party, USA. PEAREY%USS@ is the wifG OfIMICHAEL A. 
a 


WUSSO and is publicly knovm as the State/E ucationalDirector-ofthe. 
ommunist.Party,in Connecticut. JACOBZGOLLRING is the_publicly 


acknowl edged ConnetticutStabe Financé and Press Director.f for the 


Communist Party) as well as Fairfield ‘Sounty * y Organizer - for r the 
emus Party) "ares ON SAAR IN SANSA 


Cieasecce we MmAsederk MLAS ASN 


ae 


ph 
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yNew HavenConfidential InformantsT-7 and T~8 have identified LOUIS 

é who is a Professor in the Edgewood School near Greenwich, 
Connecticut, as an ive Communist Party member who attends Communist 
Party educ+tional classes at Party headquarters, 37 Howe Street, New 
Haven, Connecticut. - 


BRANSTLN admitted that he became very active in the westport Branch 
of the Communist Party and began teaching classes in Bridgeport, . 
Connecticut. Three or four weeks after the classes began, he was 
tried before the Westport Branch of the Communist Party on the charge 
of factionalism. Sitting as judges in his trial were members of the 
Westport Branch of the Communist Party. The first trial resulted 

in his being hpheld in his contention that the Communist P 

not _wenolutionary enough, However, the decision was appealed by 

"the powers that be" and during the trail from which he was barred, 
he was adjudged guilty and expelled from the Party. 


Post Party Activities 


After being expelled from the Communist Party in September, 19)6, 

the subject and his wife decided that they would have nothing further 
to do with the Party. In order to make the break permanent and 
irrevocable, they decided to remove themselves from the environment, 
Vonsequently y they decided to live.in Evrope and to have nothing 
whatsoever to do with Communism, Thus they departed from the United 
States in 1947 for Belgium, where they lived for one year. After one 
year in Belgium, they. travelled on the continent, doing free lance 
writing for United States magazines. After the tour of the continent, 
they took up residence in England, where BRANSTON became associated 
with a publishing firm and about the same time he and his wife were 
doing research for a book which they planned to write on mgland, 

and which has now been published, The BRANSTENS returned to their 
Westport home in “ay or June, 1958. BRANSTEN now is employed as an 
editor for Rinehart & Company, New York City. 
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On November 8, 1950, Dr. JOHN H. HELLER, Old Hyghway, Wilton, 
Comecticut, advised SA HUGO P. BLANIORT that he had learned from 
a friend, REX NOONAN, a manufacturer who resides on Green Farms 

in Westport, Gonhenticut., that the subject, KICTU.IND BKANSTEN, and 
his wife recently had been entertained at the home of WILLIAM H, 
BINNIE, Edgaarth Hill Road, Green Frams, Westport, Connecticut, 
who was reportedly an editor of a women's magazine, Luring the 
evening, according to Dr. HELLER, subject and Mr. BIRNIE became 
involved in an argument relating to Communism, with the result that 
BRANSTEN was reportedly asked to leave the home of BINNIE, 


New Haven Informants Aware of CP .ctivity 
in Fairfield County, Gonn, 


New Haven Confidential Informants T-9 through T-~18, who are 
acquainted with Communist Party affairs in Fairfield County, 
Connecticut, have furnished no information indicating recent 
Communist Party activity by the subject, 


~P EN DIN G~ 
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ADMINISTRETIVe PsGk 


It is to be noted that BRANSTE! was interviewed on Iecenber 16, 
1950, by SAs HUGO -. BLENDORI and JOHN C. MANNIN:, with Bureau 
approval in connection with the case entitled "TRAVIS HEDRICK, 
WaSe, ESPIONAGE — Rt, Luring the interview, BRANSTEN stated that 
he was not going to be a "stool pigeon." Consequently, he volunteered 
no information. He asserted he had made 2 complete break with the 
Communist Party and wanted nothing further to do with the Party or 
any of its members. On being urged to cooperate as a patriotic 
duty., he replied-that he recognized the duty and would be willing 
to answer any ‘specific questions concerning individuals, Asked 

if he ever considered volunteering to testify for the Government 
against the eleven national leaders who were tried for conspiracy 
to advogate the overthrow of the Goyernmert, BRANSTEN stated he 
had pssticipated, being subpoenaed, However, he felt he had no 
information over and above that which was offered by the Government 
at the trial. 


During the interview with BRANSTEN, he identified the following 
individuals as former associates while employed with the "New 
Masses't, whom he nae ae Communists. 


- JOHNANORTH : 
pie ct foultie (real name HARR: 
JOSEP EMON 

ROSER’ ; DINA (ph.) 


BRANSTEN furnished no additional identifying information relating ° 
to the avove listed individuals. 


LET NACUR) ” 


mentioned that during his period of residence] in Washington, D.C., 
he became very intimately acquainted with LEBACAESS aAN and was often 
in the latter's company, but stated that he had no knowledge of 
PRESSMAN's ever being a member of the Communist Party. 


It is to be further observed during the aoneg) in with BRANSTEN he 


sel @ 
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It is to be further noted that subject was removed from the key figure 
status by New Haven letter to the Bureau dated July lh, 199, with the 
result that the character of instant case has been carried as Security 
Matter ~ C. No recommendation is being made at present to have subject 
placed on the S.I. list, considering the absence of information indi-~ 
cating current Communist Party activity. In the event additional 
inquiry reflects a present sympathy for Communism by subject, such 

a recommendation will be made to the Bureau, 


1D 
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LEAD PLGE 


Two copies of instant report have been furnished to the New York 
Livision for their information, in view of the information obtained 
from BRLNSTEN during the interview, which information is deemed to 
be of interest to the New York Division. 


No lead is being set forth for the New York Office at the present 
time. 


NEW H.VEN LIVISTON 
At Westport, Conn, 


Will consult the New Haven Office indices for any references relating 
to WILLIAM 2. H. BIRNIE, Edgmarth Hill Koad, Green Farms, Westport, 
Connecticut. 


Will, in the’ event there is no information contained in the New 
Haven files of a derogatory nature, interyiew BINNIL for information 
concerning the alleged discussion which was held at his home with 
BRANSTEN, relating to Communism, at which time subject was reportedly 
asked to leave the BIRNIE home. 


will, during the interview, develop all information reflecting on 
subject's present attitude and sympathy with respect to Communism. 
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INFORMANT PAGE 


The following is the identity of the Confidential Informants 
mentioned in report of SA FRANCIS X. MC BRIDE dated1/31/51, 
entitled: "RICHARD BRANSTEN, wes., SECURITY MATTER ~ Cis 


T-1 


(S) 


T3 


Tl) 


NM) 


CNHT-38, who previously furnished 
information which was set forth 
in report of SA FRANCIS X. MC BRIDE 


‘dated May 5, 1917, at New Haven, 


Connecticut, in the case entitled 
RICHARD BRANSTEN, was., INTERNAL 
SECURITY - C, Bufile 100-80068, 


Bureau letter to New Haven dated 

July 22, 19147, reflecting the re~ 
sults of a check at the State 
Department in connection with the 
above captioned case; the identity of 
the agent obtaining the information 
is not indicated, 


bl 


Information set forth in sureau letter 
to New Haven dated June 16, 1956, in 
the above captioned case, as received 
from the Bureau's legal attache in 
London, England, 


ie 


NH 100-1128 


T=5 


T~6 


T~7 


ING WNT PAGE 


Philadelphia letter to New Yorx’ 
dated October 2, 197, in the 

case entitled SAMUEL ADAMS DARCY, - 
Is-C. Tne original source of said 
information being attributed to an 
anonymous source. 


LOUIS F. BUDENZ, who furnished 
information to SA WILLIAw J, MC CARTHY, 
JRe, of the New York Livision on 
Junc 21, 1950 ana august 8, 1950, 
who furnished informition to 
Sii JOHN C. MANNING on april 13 and - 
Mey 5 > 1950, 
who furnished information to 
SA JOHN C, MANNING on April 13 and 
May 5, 1950. 
CNHT~29 
CNHM~29 
CBP-179 
CBP=180 
CBP~181L 


CBP--182 


|| 
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NEFERENCE? Bureau letter to New Haven 


Dated October 2, 1950. 
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Bruce Minton = = Mtonong 
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SECURITY MATTER - C it 
J a“ Harbo 

, t , “Mohr. 

PURPOSE: a Room, 

Gandy. 


To recommend that consideration be given to assignment 
of this case to a supervisor in the Espionage Section for the 
purpose of exploiting subject as a possible informant. 


BACKGROUND: 

You will recall that in connection with the case entitled © 
"Travis Hedrick, was., Espionage - R," Bureau file 101-6306, 
efforts have been made to locate individuals who can testify to 
the Communist Party membership of Hedrick. Hedrick is employed 
at the Soviet Information Bulletin and in a statement filed with 
the Foreign Agents Registration Section of the Department he 
failed to list membership in the Communist Party. Proof of such 
membership may establish a prosecutible violation of the Foreign , 
Agents Registration Act. In this connection, Seymour Bakst, a 
former member of the Communist Party in Washington, D. C., was 
interviewed by WFO and among other things suggested that Richard 
Bransten, who was expelled from the Communist Party in 1946, might 
have knowledge of Hedrick's Party membership and might be coopera- 
tive with the Bureau. 


stein (if - CP IG ~ 


In view of Bakst's statements a memorandum was submitted 


eS 
ty 


on October 30, 1950, (in the Hedrick case with copies for the oe ic 
Bransten file) recommending that Bransten be interviewed. This ¥ ac Sal 
recommendation was approved and by letter of the same date New J aN Ne 
Haven was instructed to interview Bransten. It was pointed out , vo X yi ce 
to New Haven that the interview should be directed initially to a ¥ Je 
obtaining information concerning Hedrick but that if Bransten Ww ia Ya) 
proved to be cooperative the interview should be comprehensive and y v © 


complete information should be obtained concerning Bransten and his 
wife, their activities in the Communist Party, information’:concerning 


the Party and various. individuals connected with it, sal OAPs / 7 


e = 101-6306 hy ee 
Attachment eatery WH _ ) els 7 | an 8 1954 


ETT: dpk:. 322% prone 


The attached report from New Haven in the Hedrick case 
sets forth the results of an interview with Bransten. He could 
not or would not state that Hedrick was known to him as a member 
of the Communist Party. The reporting Agent points out that 
Bransten was very open about his membership and activities in 
the Communist Party and gave the impression that he wanted to 
cooperate. However, he volunteered no information and stated 
frankly that he would not be an informer but would be glad to 
answer any specific questions about himself or any other persons 
that he knew. New Haven RUC'd the Hedrick case and an examination 
of the Bransten file does not indicate that New Haven intends to 
interrogate Bransten more fully. 


Investigation of Bransten's activities. was initiated in 
1941 because of his membership in the Communist Party and was 
closed subsequent to his expulsion from the Party in 1946. The 
case has been: supervised in the Internal Security Section. 


A brief review of Bransten's file reflects that he and 
his wife have been active in the Communist Party in Washington, 
D. C., Los Angeles and Connecticut. He is a former editor of 
New Masses and a contact of high officials of the Communist Party. 
He and his wife were expelled from the Communist Party in 1946 
because of “leftist deviation." 


Bransten is the former husband of Louise Bransten from 
whom he was divorced in 1937 but with whom he was friendly until 
1945. She, as you know, was a contact of known Soviet agent 
Gregori Kheifets and various other individuals who were involved 
in the "Comrap" investigation. 


The file reflects other indications of possible espionage 
activity. In 1941 Bransten was alleged to have made frequent 
trips to Washington, D. C. where he had an important contact who 


informed him of pending legislation before the general public 
had such knowledge. (100-80068-9, p. 7) 


Elizabeth Bentley stated that in the latter part of 
1942 she met Maurice Halpern through arrangements made by her 
Soviet intelligence superior, Jacob Golos. Halpern and Willard 
Park, college professors, had contacted Bransten stating that 
they desired to be placed in touch with some Communists in the 
East. Bransten apparently made a contact with Golos, who arranged 
for ‘Bentley to see Halpern. (100-80068-201, pp. 2 and 3) 


The file reflects that Bransten was very friendly with 
Nathan Gregory Silvermaster and his wife and with Mary Jane and 
Angus Keeney, subjects of the Gregory investigation. 
(100-80068-189, 201, ». 3) 


Louis Budenz has alleged that he was well acquainted 
with Bransten from 1935 - 1944 and hed been advised that Bransten 
“was a member of the Communist Party. He also stated that Bransten 
engaged in secret work for the Party, being directly under Eugene 

Dennis in the assignment of penetrating OSS. Budenz knew this 
from Bransten's statements to him and Dennis' statements to him in 
1943. (100-80068} 233, 242,243) 


The file does not reflect that Bransten is affiliated 
with the Communist Party at the present time and his occupation 
appears to be that of a writer. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


It would appear that Bransten should have considerable 
knowledge concerning the Communist Party, its activities and con- 
cerning numerous members of the Communist Party. From the above 
it would also appear that he has some knowledge of Soviet 
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CAR 
intelligence activities. It is ppc bes suggested that considera- 


tion be given to the assignment of this case to an Agent in 
the Espionage Section for exploitation of Bransten inasmuch as 
he has indicated that he would answer questions concerning him- 
self and others. In this connection, it may be considered 
desirable to have an Agent from the New York Office thoroughly 
familiar with Communist and Soviet activities proceed to New 
Haven to handle the interview with Bransten. 
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Subject; Richard Bransten 
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Searched As: 
Richard Bransten 
Richard Bransteen 
Richard Branstin 

R. Bransten 
Richard Branston 

R. Branston 
Richard Brandenstein 
R. Brandenstein 
Richard Branstein 
R. Branstein 
Richard Brandstein 
R. Brandstein 
Richard Brandensten 
R. Brandensten 
Michael Conway 
Michael Lyman 
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RichardsBranstein 
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references identified with the subject. 
or probably identical have been included. 
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Bruce Minton 
Paul Minton 
B. Minton 

Brush ‘Minton 
Burce iiinton 


Michael Tym 
Bruce oon 
Pauksittnton 
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‘Ridhardyfrandteen 
- Brusk-Minton” 
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SUMMARY OF FILE REFow-— 


Date: April 6, 1951 - 


Date Searched: 2-12-51 


summary includes teraat obtained from a review of alls /Se" 
All references which are identical 
Possible identical references, that 


is, those references where there is insufficient data to reject or anciude 
COPIES “Dah AueeE have been‘ listed at the end of this summary. 


2 9 FEB 15 i974 


Reviewers 


Rita L. Posey V oN 


Grace F. Johnson 
Frieda Babb 


& 


CC: 


2iBepi bhlage'] (G54, 
te 
ee 
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Supervisor 


L. A.” Obénshain 
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Approved 
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NOTICE 
This is not a complete Correlation of all references. 


This summary was prepared for use in interviewing Richard 
Bransten, alias Bruce Minton. Accordingly, memorandums were prepared 
on only thostreferences that appeared to have some value in connection 
with the interview and includes references reflecting contacts with 
other individuals and any activity of an espionage or related nature. 
The summary does not include any references from the file of Mrs. Richard 
Bransten, alias Ruth McKenney (Bureau File No. 100-13225). The memo- 
randa have been arranged,as closely as possible, alphabetically by the 
name of the individual mentioned as having a connection with Bransten 
or by one of the individuals where more than one is included in the 
reference. 


LAOsrad . 
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Acetone | 


SUMMARY OF MAIN. FIIE 


Richard Bransten was born February 2h, 1906 at San Francisco, 
Galifornia, He claims to hold a Degree of Bachelor of 4;ts in English 
literature from Harvard University and to have studied Inglish litera~— 
ture for ‘thirteen months at Leland-Stanford University. He married _ 
Louise Rosenberg on June 1, 1929 me 
this marriage. Niewice Bransten divorced the subject at Reno, Nevada, : 
July 26, 1937. On August 12, 1937 Richard Bransten married Ruth Mc- 
Kenney at New Milford, Connecticut. She is the author of "iy Sister 
Eileen" which achieved great success as a play and later as a motion 
picture, and other works. Both Richard and his wife Ruth Bransten 


-were members of the Communist Party and Richard Bransten has been active 


in the Communist Party in the New York areas; Washington, D..¢.3 Los 
Angeles, California; and Westport connecticut. 


He has written numerous books and articles and was active in: 
the promoting and publishing of the News letter "In Fact!! and the pub- 
‘lication ‘New Masses". 


He has been a member of the National Committee for the Defense 
of Political Prisoners, later known as the National Committee for Peoples 
Rights, the League of American. Writers, the American Peace Mobilization, 
the Schappes Defense Committee and the Washington Book Shop. He has 
delivered innumerable speeches and lectures at meetings of the Communist 
Party and the Commnist Political Association and before other organi- 
zations. 


Bransten was expelled from the Communist Party by the State 
Committee of the Communist Party of Connecticut on September 19, 1916, 
for unauthorized release of a report on the eons Plenum, Communist 
Party, July, 1916. 


Bransten and wife departed from New York City, April 16, 197 
for Brussels, Belgium where they remained until September 7, 198, 
when they proceeded to London, ngland. Branston returned to Westport, 
Connecticut about,May, 1950 and his last known employment was as editor 


for Rinehart and Company, New York City. His last kmown residence was 


1356 Madison Avenue, New York 28, New York. 


A description of Richard Bransten as ne piectad ’y the file is 
as follows: 


‘ 


Age ae 

Born 2-2h-06, San Francisco, Califronia. 
Height Cia 

Weight 135 to 10 lbs. 

Complection Light 

Build Slight 

Byes Probably Blue 

Glasses None 

Hair Light - partially bald in front. 
Marital Status Married 

Dress Neat. 


The investigation in the case was started on April 
30, ‘1941 and is still in a pending status as of the date of 
this summary e 
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CNDI LA MN-1 advised that on April 2, 1945, Ellenore Abowitz, 
assistant to George Pepper, Executive Secretary of the Hollywood Demo- 
cratic Committee, contacted Bruce Minton, also known as Richard Branston, 
regarding his plans to go to San Francisco to cover the World Peace Con 
ference for "New Masses". 


Los Angeles, California report 
6~28-1)5 

Re: "*Hllenore Abowitz, IS-c" 
100-273376-49 
(22, 57) 


GFJsrad 
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The following is an alphabetical list of names appearing thoughout 
Richard Bransten's conrespondence with Louise Bransten: 


"ADAM - Bransten in letter dated June 27, 1943, wrote that the statf 
on the 'New Masses' were trying to get rid of him and said, 'Adam 
is in similar trouble, having his heart cut out.! 


ANATOLE - Bransten in a letter dated January 18, 1941, wrote that he had 
been down to Washington and that Greg Anatole and Helen sent 
their love. he = Si: oer Siiveg master” 

ef 

OREGON - & Weocikes {gt ares Of one tm ole Josephson called Richard Bransten 

to say that he had a "le tter from OFégo%i who wrote that he still 
believed in the same God he believed in before the war. Oregon 
was indicated to be a friend of Louise Bransten's and it was stated 
that Oregon had been through Dunkirk, and that he was then living 
in unoccupied France. 


EARL BROVIDER ~ Correspondence indicated that Richard Bransten had contacted 
Browder in connection with the 'New Masses' magazine. 

TRENE BROWDER ~ Bransten stated that Irene's husband believed that the major 
effort should be to get him (Browder) back with us, and 
Richard instructed Louise to geta campaign going to secure 
Browder's releases 


'CONTE'- On February 8, 1941, Richard wrote that he was intending to take a 
trip to Mexico and that he hoped to see Connie while there. 


HOWARD COSTIGAN ~ In letter of February 27, 1940, Bransten mentioned to his 
wife, Ruth Costigan, about a story and that Costigan had 
said 'high words of praise about yout (Louise). 


STEPHEN M. FISCHER ~ On April 1, 1941, in writing about the 'New Masses’, 
Bransten stated 'The thing is we are much better off 
in Nor them California than around San Francisco .e. 
What do you think about this Fischer boy on the "Chronicle"!, 


? 


JIM GERSTLEY - Mentioned in a letter to Louise that indicated Gerstley and 
Madeline Haas were guests in his home during February, 1940. 


GREG ~ Mentioned in letter of Jamary 18, 1941, which indicated that 


had been to Washington and that Greg and Helen sent regards to b6 
Sslyermasgret b7c 


MADELINE HA&SS - A guest along with Jim Gerstley in Richard Bransten's home in 
February, 1940. She was apparently friendly with Louise, 


LEM HARRIS - Bransten wrote on May 2, 1940, that Harris had been to see him 
and had told him how mich he had enjoyed his visit with Louise. 


MORES JACOB - Mentioned as being>@ di 
Ruth and Richard Bransten. 


'JOHN' - The name of John was mentioned with reference to one of the persons 
with whom Bransten was collaborating in writing a book, The name 
referred to John Williamson. 


MATTY JOSEPHSON - Mentioned in letter of December 15, 1940, in connection 
with one Oregon. 


CHAREIE KATZ ~ Sent a telegram to Bransten according to a lette _ 
to Louise, which indicated that Morris bé 
of Richard and Ruth Bransten. bic 


KEELER — Guest in the home of Richard Bransten during 1940. 


KEEIN = On April 1, 1941, Richard wrote to Louise that he was grateful for her 
help and advised that he wrote to Klein immediatedly and hoped that 
they would get results--apparently Bransten was looking for Klein to 
take a position on the 'New Masses' staff. 


MERDEL LeSEUR - Mentioned as the Bransten house guest in 1940 along with 
; Alexander Trachtenberg. ., 


RUTH McKinney ~ Mentioned as the second wife of Richard Bransten. 
JOE NORTH ~- Editor of the 'New Massest magazine and mentioned by Bransten as” 


having participated in an Emergency Party for the 'New Masses! in 
19404 ‘ ‘ 


CAP PIERCE - Mentioned as a guest in the home of Richard Bransten. 


FRANCES PINDYKE - Mentioned as being interested in a book that he, (Richard) 
; had written. 


LESEIE READE - This name was mentioned in correspondence of February 27, 1940. 
PAUL ROBESOY - “Mentioned frequently as being a mutual friend. 


ra 


EARL ROBINSON - ~ Bransten stated that Robinson participated in _the New Masses: 
Anniversary Party. 


» 


JERRY ROSS =~ Mentioned as a mtval qoaun se anes 


GEORGE SELDES ~ Bransten stated that Seldes had been engaged in theedi ting of 
"In Fact'. 


EDWIN SXITH ~ Described as being a guest in Richard Bransten's home and having 
arrived from Washington with one ‘Helen!, 


HELEN STEUART - Mentioned as the wife of John Steuart, a friend. 


ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG ~- Was indicated as being an over-night guest at the 
home of Richard Bransten along with one Merdel LeSeur. 


MAX YERGAN ~ Mentioned as a participant in a New Masses Anniversary Par ty.!! 


The above was furnished by a highly confidential source close to the 
home of Lowise Bransten, 2626 Green Street, San Francisco. The bulk of the 
correspondence dated from 1939 to 1942. ; 


San Francisco report dated 8-1-44 
Re: "Touise Rosenberg Bransten, was.; 
IS-c!" 

100-17139-89 pp. 77, 78, 79 

(10) 


The "Daily Worker" for March 19, 1946, carries an article headed "6 Experts 
to Cover UNO for Daily". Six leading writers and analysts were to cover the UNO 
Security Council conference for enlarged editions of the'Daily Worker" and ''The 
Worker", Richard Bransten was listed as one of the writers reporting from the 
sessions beginning March 25 at Hunter College. The other five writers were James 
S. Allen, expert on foreign affairs; Frederick V. Field, specialist on the Far 
East; Milton Howard, associate editor of the "Daily Worker"; Ruth McKenney, novelist; 
and Joseph Starobin, foreign editor of the "Daily Worker". 


New York report 10-2246 
Re: "Milton Halpern, IS-c"! 
1L00=74, 072530, ped 

(58) 


Information received from a highly confidential source 
revealed that under date of October 1, 1946, Mary Jane ieeney, 
a well-known Communist, wrote Angus (alias of Philip Keeney) 
that she had visited with Benedict and Ethel Alper (not other- 
wise identified) who at that time were residing in Washington, 
D. C. In this connection she wrote, "We had a lot of talk at 
the Alper's last night about Kichard and hkuth (Bransten), the 
Canadian report (the Corby Case), and other matters that have 
been troubling me and others." (The Alper's now reside at 10 
Henderson Place, New York City.) - ; 
Washington, D. C. report, 10-16-47 
Re: "Mary Jane Keeney, IS-R" 
101-467-35, p. 3 
(11) 


GFJ:db 


2 


CNHM-8 advised that Claire Arbitman, active Communist, attended 
a City Council meeting held in the Hartford Headquarters on October 1h, 
1946. The agenda at this meeting included the expulsion of Ruth McKenney 
and Bruce Minton. Roy Leib, then head of the Communist Party in Hartford, 
explained why McKenney and Minton were expelled. : 


Wew Haven, Connecticut report 7-19-19 
Re: "Claire Pauline Arbitman, SH-C" 
100-2 711-21, pe 22 

(36) 


GFJ:rad 


A confidential source furnished address and appointment books 
belonging to Louise Bransten. The address books were not dated, there- 
fore it was not known whether or not the addresses listed were current. 
The following information was taken from one of the address books: 


"Louis and Elsa Aragon, 18 Rue de la Sourtiene, Paris.’ (This 
name was mentioned in the correspondence between Richard Brans— 
ten and Louise Bransten, the former indicating that Louis Ara- 
gon is apersoalfriend; that he had been through Dunkirk, and 
at the time of writing, was living in unoccupied France). 


San Francisco report 5-31-hh 
Re: "Comintern Apparatus, IS-R" 
100-203581-2753, p. 82 

(5h) 


a4 


GFJsrad 


About January, 1917, Boyan Athanassov, Acting Representative 
of the People's Republic of Bulgaria, established a large number of con- 
tacts through the efforts of Larry Todd of Tass News Agency in Washington. 
Among these contacts was Dr. Marcus I. Goldman, 707 20th Street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C., who was employed in the Department of Interior and 
has been active in the Washington Cooperative Book Shop. Dr. Goldman _ 
was acquainted with numerous Communists, including Richard and Ruth Bransten. 


Washington, D. C. report 9-29-l7 
Re: "Boyan Athanassov, IS-R" 
100-353720-13, p. 21 

(7, 55) 


GFJ:rad 


advised that a number of years ago Marian Bachrach who 
at one time was active in publicity affairs of the Communist Party and 
Richard Bransten, also known as Bruce Minton, were interested in seek- 
ing radio outlets for dissemination of Communist material. However, 
their actual work consisted solely of contacting radio stations and 
asking them to put in a spot boost for various Communist front organi- 
zations. 


(No date of information given) 
Washington, D. C. report 10-1)-)9 
Re: *Communist Infiltration of the 
Radio-Television Industry." 
100-310922-151, p. 10 

(6,40) 


43 


GFJ:rad 
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Confidential Informant | __Jadvised as of December °’? 
23, 1946, that S.Y. Bakst, the husband of Janice Friedman Bakst, 
had been removed from the City Board and from his former position 
as Literature Director in the Communist Party as the result of 

his support of Richard Bransten, also known as Bruce Minton, in 
Bransten's "left sectarianism". At the time Bakst was working 

for Bransten, performing research work in connection with a book 
that Bransten was writing. When the reversal took place in the 
party line, Bransten and his wife, Ruth McKenney, were kicked 

- out of ‘the party for criticizing Eugene Dennis and for criticizing 
the party for not having launched a third party. 


Washington report dated 3-29-47 
Re: "Janice Friedman Bakst, 
was., Security Matter - co" 
100~262129-31 

(5) (55) 


RLP s1mp 


Confidential Informant r-6| __— advised on 
August 14, 1947, that Sy Bakst had fallen in disfavor with 
the Communist Party of Washington, D. C. It seemed as though 
Bakst had openly supported Bruce Minton who was ousted from 
the Communist Party, USA, because of his defense of Earl 
Browder. In spite of this, Bakst had been able to rally 
members of the White Collar Clubs to his support in opposition 
to the forces.-of Joe Rints who was backed up by the Jewish 
building trade group. 


Washington, D. C. Report 
Dated March 3, 1948 
Res "Communist Party, USA; 
District No. 4, Washington 
Field Office; IS - c" 
100-3-60-640, page 74 


(36) 


RLP srl 


advised on Aug. 14, 1947, that in a controversy between Sy Bakst 
and Joe Rinis of the Crumbine Club of the Washington, D. C. Communist Party, 
Henry Levin was a "goubetween, Informant staked that the details of this 
controversy involved one Bruce Minton whom Bakst was supporting. Rinis con- 
trolled a large section of the Building Trades Group while Bakst had a "circle 
of friends in the White Collar group." 


(Henry Levin represented the American Peace Mobilization, Trade Union 
Comittee, at the 7th American Youth Congress held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
from July 3 to July 6, 1941.) 


Washington, D. CG. report 3-2-49 
Re: "Henry Levin, SMC! 
1065093:2~5 

(48) 


GFJ:fh 
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In an interview with Mr. Seymour Bakst, former member of 
the Communist Party, on October 2, 1950, by Bureau Agents, at his 
home, 708 Peabody Street N.W., Bakst was shown recent photographs 
of Travis Hedrick, Editor of "USSR Information Bulletin", but 
could not identify him as anyone he had known as a member of the 
Communist Party. He did recall, however, that he met Hedrick 
about 1945 in the Union Station at Washington, D. C. with Bruce 
Minton (Richard Bransten) and Adam Lapin, (not otherwise 
identified). On that occaston they had lunch together and the 
conversation was of such nature as to lead Bakst to believe that 
Hedrick was accepted by Minton and Lapin. 


Bakst furnished Bruce Minton's address as Mr. Richard 
Bransten, 48 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut. It was Bakst's 
feeling that in all probability Minton would be cooperative in 
any interview that might be had with him. He related that Minton 
had just written to him in which letter he spoke of the regimen- 
tation of scientists in the Iron Curtain countries and how good 
tt was to be free of Communist discipline and to read a book 
without fear that he was not following the Party line. He noted 
. that Ruth McKinney, Minton's wife, had never wholly submitted to 
Communist discipline and had always disagreed with the tmmoral 
practices of the Communist Party. 


Washington, De. GC. report, 12-15-50 
Re: "Travis Keene Hedrick, 
Espionage - R" 
101-6306-95, p. 4,5 

(3, 35) " 
SI-101-6306-87 

(3) 

SI-101-6306-82 : ; 
(Interview with Bakst under date 
of August 7, 1950) 

18, 68) 


The New Haven Field Division under date of January 2, 1946, furnished 
the Los Angeles office with a letter which was written by Alvah Cecil Bessie who 
was recently dismissed from Warner Brothers because of his activity on behalf of 
the strikers during a recent motion picture strike. This letter was addressed 
to Ruth and Richard Bransten and was dated September 15, 1945. 


Ios Angeles report 3418446 
Re: "Alvah Cecil Bessie, SM-~C" 
100-1931 62-10 

(17) 


48 


Source B (CNDI LA MN~1) stated he had talked with Richard Brans~ 
ton, with alias Bruce Minton, West Coast Editor of "New Masses" and that 
Branston had told him that Edward Biberman, movie director and a Communist, 
and Sidney Robert Buchman, former Vice President and Executive Producer at 
the Columbia Studios, and later an independent producer and an associate 
of CP members; would contribute $500.00 between them to the magazine "New 
Masses*,. The "New Masses" was a Communist publication and Bruce Minton 
was a member of the 59th A. D., C.P.A. Club. 


Los Angeles report dated 6-23=h5 
Re: "Sidney Robert Buchman; IS-C 
100~7h2 74-15 : 
(22) (51) 


RLPsrad 


io 


SF-1050 advised that on April 27, 1945, Frederick Vanderbilt 
Field was to attend a reception at the home of Nina Bissell but did 
not appear. Others expected were Richard Bransten and wife, Ruth Mc- 
Kenney, Claude Cockburn, Benet Franchon, representing the General Con- 
federation of France at the World Trade Union Conference, Joseph Starvin, 
William Schneiderman, Jane Gilbert, and other local Communists. 


SF-~ 1605 furnished information that in the Spring of 1948, 
Nina Glas Bissell was a member of the Washington Square (Communist Party) 
Club of San Francisco, California. 


Correlator's note: The Bureau files for Nina Glas Bissell do 
not reflect any Communist activities since 1949. 


San Francisco report dated 9-20-46 
Res "Nina Glas Bissell; SM - 07 
100~58430-18 

(19) 


[advised that Sophia Ames Boyer was a close friend 
and contact o j rd Bransten, alias Bruce Minton, of Westport, 
Connecticut. advised that at a meeting of the Norwalk b7D 
section of the Communist Party on January 8, 1946, which was held 
at the home of Rudy Gillespie, Sophia Ames Boyer, Richard Bransten 
and Max Epstein undertook the preparation of leaflets dealing with 
strikes, to be distributed at all entrances of all the leading plants 
in the Norwalk area. 


Sophia Ames Boyer’ was the wife of Hichard 0. Boyer, a 
writer for the "New Masses". Sophia Ames Boyer was financial sec- 
retary of the Norwalk Workers Vlub of the Communist Party. 


New Haven report dated 5-29-46 
Re:"Sophia Ames Boyer; “ichard 
OwenBoyer, was.;Security Matter(Cc)" 


100-3341-33 
(19) (67) 
RLP: fh 
rr 0 
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An in nt advised that } 
O the fin Norwal i ts the 
Richard Bransten Ruth MeKenny Bran- 
sten. tchard Bransten, who 78 known in Literary circles as Bruce 


Minton, and his wife, Ruth McKenny, were expelled from the CP in 
1946. 


Source: GNHT-38 

New Haven, Connecticut Report 
dated 3-29-47 

Re: "American Youth for Democracy 
Internal Security - ¢c" 

61-777 -32~33P3 

(11-45) 


FIB sdjb 


toe 


NYT-26 advised on September ), 192 that Nettie Brenner re- 
quested Communist Headquarters in New York City to furnish her the 
address of Bruce Minton, 85 Penn Avenue, Washington, D. CG. (Brenner 
is believed to have been identified as the switchboard operator for 
State Headquarters of the Communist Party in July, 19:3.) 


New York report 6-3~);6 

Re: "Felix Kusman, IS-R, Refer 5 Is" 
100-1))6288-90, p. 23 

(49) 


GFJ:rad 


In an interview with Harry Bridges published in the 
Communistic "New Masses" September 22,°1936 which interview was 
by Bruce Minton, it was stated: 


"The workers retain no illusions that the boss's in- 
terests can coincide with those of the majority. The day of 
cooperation ts past, though the necessity to back Union struggles 
with political action is not yet generally understood..... The 
employers understand, however. The elections approach. A lockout 
next month can put the Roosevelt Administration on the spotecsee 
The West Coast in a crucial battlefield in the fight to spread 
the influence of organized labor as a defense against reaction. 
San Francisco.is the center, the key of the struggle. As we go 
to press, Joseph P. Ryan, National president of the I.L.A., has 
called a conference of all districts andhas notified Fast Coast 
employers of demands for. higher wages. A lockout (which will be 
called "Strike" by the Shipowners) on.the West Coast can develop 
into a National strike. One thing is certain: If the longshore- 
men or seamen in the Pactfie ports are locked. out, all waterfront 
untons already united tn the Maritime Federation will stand solidly 
together and will gain the support of the teamsters." 


Sources Blind Memo 
61-7550—7 
(29) 


Tel on December 26, 1944, furnished a copy of correspondence to 

’ Richard and Ruth Bransten from Louis Scala, Greenwich, Connecticut. (Louis 
Scala ani his wife, Clara, are prominent Communists at Stamford and Greenwich, 
Connecticut.) 


CNHI™38 advised that John and Ivy Bridge, Communist Party members, 
had attempted to secure the services of Richard Bransten and his wife, Ruth, 
in connection with a celebration to launch the "Books for Russia" campaign at 
Stamford. The Branstens and the Bridges are old friends, according to Informant. 


7 On September 9, 1945, CNHT~38 was advised by John Bridge that Richard 
Bransten had consented to assist the Stamford Communists in organizing a branch 

of the ICCASP in that territory. Bridge also requested Bransten's assistance in | 
regard to Marxist study classes being conducted in Stamford by his group — the 
professionals. bID 


T=1 
New Haven, connecticut report 4-I— 


Re:'John Bridge, IS-c 
TS aa pp. 9, ll, 12 
(88) 7 


GFJ:fh 


Confidential Informant CNHT-38 reported that in 
September, 1945, John Bridge (not further identified) stated 
he had approached Richard Bransten, alias Bruce Minton, and 
his wife, Ruth McKenney Bransten, both of whom were contri- 
buting editors of "New Masses," Communist publication, and 
admitted Communists, for their assistance in establishing a 
branch of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions, Inc. at Stamford, Connecticut. 


During October of 1945, CNHT-38 also advised that’ 
he was informed by Ivy Bridge, wife of John Bridge, that 
Richard Bransten had stated that the old Norwalk Branch of the 
LCC was pretty well broken up because of internal dissension 
and on October 23, 1945, Ivy Bridge requested the assistance 
of Richard Bransten and his wife at an organizational meeting 
to be held on that date sponsored by a group of social workers 
in the area of Stamford to establish a branch of the ICC in 
that city. 


ee ae ee Ses oe advised that the spear- 


head for ICC organization and effective functioning in the 
Norwalk and Stamford areas was the membership of the Communist 
Party. 


b7D 


Richard Bransten, 48 Canal Street, Westport, 
Connecticut, was listed among others as a member of the 
Independent Citizens! Conmittee of Arts, Sciences and Pro- 
fessions who were either Communist Party members or suupe> 
thizers. 


New Haven Beport, March 15, 1946 
Re: "Independent Citizens Committee 
of the Arts, Sciences and Pro- 
fessions, Ine., rIs(c}" 
100-838892-40, pages 40d and 41 
(17, 39) 


On May 5, 1946, T+3 (CNHT+38) conferred with Mrs. John Bridge and 
Richard Bransten. Ivy Bridge, Secretary to the Russian War Relief, said she 
was going to Branstents cocktail party that afternoon, 


a 


Mrs. John Bridge was active in the Communist Party at Stamford, 
Connecticut, and she associated with Russian War Relief. 


New Haven report dated 12-19-46 
Re: ‘Mrs. John Bridge, was.; IS(C)# 
400-54033-36". - 2u 

(13) 


wee 


RIP;fh 


CISF-3 furnished information to the effect that Abram S. Burrows 
was described by Bruce Minton as an *elite radical", 


Burrows is the 
writer of the "Duffey's Tavern" radio program and is a member of the 
Communist Party; also an instructor at the Peoples Educational Center. 


Memorandum for the files dated 
10-19-l:5 sent in with a letter 
to the Director from El Paso, 
Texas dated 2-15-li6. 
100-34099-8, p. 28 

(67) 


GFJerad 


isl advised that in the latter part of July, 1947, Don- 
ald Cameron, Chairman of the Massachusetts Chapter, Progressive Party, 
advised his associates at the Little, Brown Publishing Company where he 
was employed as editor-in-chief, that he was in possession of a manu- 
script entitled, "The Life of Herbert Hoover. This manuscript had been 
written by Richard Bransten, alias Bruce Minton, and his wife, Ruth Hc- 


Kenney. 


Boston, Massachusetts report 
11-19-18 

Re: "Donald Angus Cameron, IS-C# 
100~3))2893-0, p. 10 

(7, 35) 


A strictly confidential memorandum headed "Weekly Summary of Communist 

Activities, Washington, D. C. from April 13, to April 19, 1942," reflects that 
On April 13, 1942, at 12:13 P. M. Bruce Minton (Washington Correspondent for 
4New Masses?) told (Martin) @hancey that he was up in New York and talked to 
Pete Gachionne and that Pete would like to come down and speak but that he could 
not come down until the end of May. Chancey said that they might arrange to have 
a meeting the third week in May and he said that the next meeting is on the 
30th and he asked Bruce what subject he would speak on. Minton said that he 
doesn't think that it should be decided yet and Chancey said that Darcy and ~ 
Bill Taylor would speak. Chancey said that things are beginning tomve in the 
Browder campaign and Bruce said that while he was in New York for the I. 0. B. 
Meeting he talkel to Elizabeth Gurley Flynn and others and urged the assigning 

of a big enough fellow to make the appeals to the higher—ups here in the 
Browder case. He said that New York isthe focal point in the whole matter | 
and he thinks something will come of it. Chancey said that heexpects to hear : 
something definite on it from New York shortly and that he would keep Bruce in~ 
formed since he is so interested. Bruce said that his group wrote the committee 
on the subject and received a long letter back containing many suggestions for 
furthering the campaign and he would like Chancey to discuss the matter with 
him. Chancey stated that he would contact him later in the week." 

Source not identified, 
61.£3 7262247 

(42) 


GFJ:fh 


CNDI-3069 advised that Thomas Chapman, active Communist, at- 
tended the Los Angeles Commnist Political Association convention at 
the Park Manor Hotel in September, 19) and nominated Paul Cline, "Daily 
Peoples World columnist and speaker for the county committee. Chapman 
also nominated Bruce Minton for the county committee. : 


Los Angeles report 12~28-h9 

Re: "Thomas Allen Chapman, SH-C" 
100~261515-10 

(3h) 


GFJ:rad 


CNDI LA CAP~17 advised that on April 1h, 1945, Haakon Chevalier 
(not otherwise identified), visited the home of Richard Bransten. On 
this same date Barbara Chevalier was in touch with Michael Blankfort (not 
further identified), regarding plans for spending the evening with Bill 
Oliver, close friend of the Chevaliers. 


Los Angeles report 6-8-5 

Rez "Comintern Apparatus, IS-R'" 
100-203581-l66, p. 6 

(1h, 50) 


GFJ:rad 


From the records of the Beverly Wilshire Hotel, 
Los Angeles, it-was ascertained that Captain Jerome Chodorov 
registered there on December 18, 1944. He stayed at the hotel 


until January 10, 1945. 


While at the hotel he contacted Richard 
Bransten by phone. 


2 


Captain Jerome Chodorov was a well-known Hollywood 
writer, member of the Writer's Branch of the -Los Angeles County 


Communist Party and at that time (April, 1945) was Captain in 
the Army Air Force, 


Los Angeles report, 4-26-45 
Re: "Leon Josephson, IS-R" 
1L00-48754-59, p. 7 

(13) 


GFF :db:pjb 


The Peoples Educational Association, together with 
the Beverly Westwood Democratic Committee, a Communist dominated 
organization, on June 10, 1945, presented a forum entitled 
"Problems of the Peace -- Next Steps Toward World Security". 
Featured speakers at this forum were Marguerite Clark, Robert 
BE. Harris, Dr. Sanford Goldner, Bruce Minton, John Howard Lawson, 
and Dr. Frank C, Davis, Chairman. 


(No source of information given). 
Los Angeles report 8-29-45 

Re: "Sanford Goldner, was., IS-C" 
100-334143-12 

(16, 47, 62) 


Dr. George Cole, 111 North Takoma Avenue, Takoma, 
Washington, upon the recommendation of William F. Dunn 
(former charter member of the CP, now expelled for factionalism), 
had visited Vern Smith (former editor of the'Peoples World" 
and formerly on the editorial staff of the "Daily Worker"), 
before going to Seattle where he talked with Arline Flood 
who heads the expelled members Marxist organization known 
as the North-west Section. Cole had mentioned to Flood having 
visited Bruce Minton and Ruth McKenney in Belgium. The latter 
two were in Marxist work. Dunn mentioned that Flood had 
not treated Cole cordially and information received from 
informant had indicated that Flood suspected Cole of being 
an FBI Agent, attempting to discover the memberships of the 
Northwest Club. 


Source: 

Memorandum from San Francisco, 
2-17-49; Res"Communist Party, USA, 
Factionalism; IS-C" 

100-3-88-275 

(39) 


RLP-ape. 


[nas stated that the Lester Coles and the 
John Lawsons were frequently out socially, and as an example of 
this he pointed out an incident on November 28, 1944 when Cole b7D 


was to have a social event of some kind at his home on December 
3, 1944, and invited the Lawsons, the Alva Bessies (not other- 


Wise identified) and the Kichard Branstens. (All : a 
Communist Political Association members according to 

Los Angeles report, 3-25-48 

Re: "Lester Cole, IS-C" | 

100-2230-29 

(10) 

SI-100-2230-18 

(9) 


GFJ:3db 


CNDI LABE-1 advised on June 30, 1946 that Lester Cole, 
Communist Party member, had been invited by Marjorie Potts, 
Membership Director of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, 
to attend a meeting at the home of Bruce Hinton and his wife 
kuth Menenny on July 1, 194+ at 2 p.m. This meeting was invi- 
tational and letters over the signature of John Howard Lawson 
were sent to approximately 40 people. Surveillance on the Minton 
home on July 1, 1¢4+ failed to reveal that Cole was in attendance 
at this meetings. This meeting was for the purpose of discussing 


the proposed contents of "New Masses} a magazine from Hollywood 
and Motion Pictures. : 


Los Angeles report, 9-6-4 
Re: "Lester Cole, IS-C" 
100-2230-16 

(52) 


Confidential Informant] _}wnose identity is known 
to the Bureau, advised that on November 29, 1942 an educational 
class‘meeting was held at the residence of Boyd Coleman, (Commu- 
nist), 110 Belleview Street, Cumberland, Maryland, at which 
Bruce Minton was instructor. Minton advised that that meeting 
was to be his last in Cumberland. 


Baltimore, Maryland report 12-31-42 
Re: "Communist Party, USA, 

District #34, IS-R" 

100-3-59-67 p. 23 

(50) 


GFJd :1lmp 


a 


Confidential Informant C~309 advised that on May 3, 1943, he heard 
Martin Chancey tell Bruce Minton, a member of the Party, that Hymm Colodny 


would be able to tell him there the meeting was to be held, at witen meeting 
he was to speak. 


i 
Hyman Colodny was reported to be a member of the North East Branch 
of the Communist Party. 


' 


Martin Chancey was reported to be City Secretary of the Communist Party. 


Washington report dated 941443 
Re:'"Hyman Colodny, alias Hyman Kalodny 
Security Matter (Cc)! 


100455727255 pe3 
(51) 


NOTE: 
Meeting, place and time were not indicated 


On March 23, 19k, CL-902 advised that Bruce Minton of the 
'New Masses" in New York (liberal magazine) was in Cleveland to get 
a story on the 19h) elections and that among other individuals he 
intended to contact Donald Theodore Cox. 


Cox, a key figure, attended a Communist Political Associa~ 
tion Training Class for Club Executives and Mass Leaders on March 
5, 194). He was proposed for the Resolutions Committee, Chio State 
Communist Political Association, on April 30, 19) to assist in Ohio 
Sunday Supplement for the Werker. He was also Editor of the Cleve- 
land Union Leader, 02 Superior Building, and the CIO Building. 
He attended several meetings at State Headquarters, CPA. 


Cleveland report dated 9-1-h 
Res "Donald Theodore Cox, was; 
Is-c 

100~37015~22 

(50) 


RLP:rad 


The following information was taken from an MCA Summary dated 
Washington D. C., March 24, 1943: 


3.24043 “1:15 P.M. Bruce Minton, of "New Masses" Magazine, contacted 
Joe Curran and stated that there would soon be a meeting in New York with Bub- 
insky regarding Otto Erlich (PH) and that people are saying that it is Anti- 
Soviet and asked if it should be discussed with Wayne Coy (PH). Curran ~ 
stated that the only ones who thought it was Anti-Soviet were the 'Reds'! and 
that he thought it would be good to speak to Coy and that it should be dis 
cussed also with Murray, and anyone who could get the CIO tout of it'. Curran 
advised that he did not want his name mentioned." | 


MCA Summary 3-24-43 

Re: "Gongress of Industrial Organizations, 
Maritime Committee." 
100~203 268~42 

(42) 


In a memorandum dated December 23, 1941 there was a 
letter directed to Governor Olson of California petitioning that 


official to free Sam Darcy, a@ Communist extradicted to Califor- 
nia to face prosecution for perjury. 


This list appeared in the "Daily Worker" for December 


19, 1940. Bruce Minton's name appeared on this list. 
Source: Blind Memo 
61-65938-8 
(42) 
FLB 2a jb 


By telephone cali from the Philadelphia Field Division to the 

New York Office under date of September 23, 1946, the New York Office 
was advised that Sam Darcy, a noted Communist of Philadelphia, had been 

; in constant communication with Al Edwards known to have been a member 
of the Communist Party for many years in New York, concerning the ouster 
from the Comaunist Party of Ruth McKennexy-and her husband, Bruce Minton, 
and that Darcy and Edwards were knowm to be attempting to set up an anti- 
Communist bloc against the Communist Party. 


New York report 1-7-7 

Re: "Albert Edwards, was., IS-R! 
1.00-10152438, p. 2 .- 

(33) 


~ ARS 


GFJ:rad . 


The informant reported during the past few weeks, on 
several occasions that Sam Darcy has ‘contacted Al Edwards and 
Bill Dunne in N.Y¥.C. for the purpose of creating some type of 
organization among dissatisfied and expelled party members. 
Darcy has made trips to N.Y. and on one occasion, Edwards has 
come to Philadelphia. It has also been learned that Darcy is 
in touch with Ruth Mckenney and her husband, Bruce Minton, who 
were recently expelled by the Communist Party in Connecticut, 


as well as with Vern Smith, who has just been expelled in San 
Francisco. 


Source: 9AC-1933 
Philadelphia report 

dated 10-16-46 

Re: "Sam Adams Darcy, was; 
Internal Security - C" 
61-6593-207 

(67) 


FLB:db 


Bruce Kinton, Editor of "New Masses", was in Chicago 
on April 19, 1944. He stated that he planned to so to Missouri 
from Chicago, then meet his wife and go’to Los Angeles, California. 
It appeared that Minton was planning to be in the Army in the 
very near future and was windins up his affairs with "New Masses", 
Winton discussed the Dies Committee «with Bucene David. It apoeared 
that David wanted en article to he written by Dies «nd that if 
the article was written right Dies had a chance to be beaten in the 
election. David claimed that if the write-up was a good job it 
would have national as well ss local sisnificance. 


Source: CGO-5021, 5022, 5023 
during the period April 6, 1944 
through April 30, 1944. 

Chicago report dated 6-6-4 

Re: "Communist Party, USA, 
District 8, 

Chicago, Illinois; Is-0" 
100-3-14=2219 p. & 

(33) 


RLP:1mp 


At the Executive Meeting of the Communist Party held Tuesday, 
June 9 at 30 N. Wells Street, Chicago, Ben Davis, Negro secretary- 
treasurer of “Freedom of the Press” made the following statement: 


"It is hoped that the CP efforts combined with those of others 
already opposing Dies will succeed in ousting him. Davis pointed out 
that Dies was repudiated by Texas voters for United States senator, in- 
dicating that they are getting disgusted with his vicious attacks on de- 
cent people. Davis added that it is an open secret that the Administra- 
tion (New Deal) will welcome any aid in ending Dies' activities. Davis 
stated that 'one of our Washington representatives! talked about Dies 
with Archibald MacLeish of the Office of Facts and Figures, and MacLeish 
intimated that someone prominent in the Administration might be expected 
to make some very pointed remarks about Dies that would help dispose of 
him, (The Washington representative mentioned is known to be Bruce 
Minton, Washington, D. C., correspondent for 'New Masses', whose wife is 
Ruth MeKenny, author of 'My Sister Eileen’, Minton is also general di- 
rector of CP work among Federal Employees, appointed by the CP Political 
Bureau. )* 


War Department, War Department General 
Staff, Military Intelligence Service, 
G-2, Washington, D. C., July 13, 1942; 
Res "Letter of Transmittal.” 
100~7660-589, page 5 

(37) 


RLPsrad 


[ __asvisea that on November 20, 194, Marjorie DeAgnon, 
"lew Masses® representative from New York, was staying at the Las Palmas 
Hotel and was desirous of John Howard Lawson and Bruce iinton arranging 
a get-together for her with Hollywood people. 


Letter to the Director from 
Los Angeles, 12—h—lh 

Re: "John Howard Lawson, IS-C" 
100~370750-52 

(46) 


GFJsrad 


eee the Los Angeles office on May 10, 1945, that 
Monroe Stern, 


© 1s rrom New York and was at-that time in San Francisco with 
the Yugoslavian delegation, commented that Richard Bransten would be the best 
person to make arrangements for Colonel Dedier, one of Tito's Army men, to meet 
Upton Sinclair. Monroe Stern made this statement to John Howard Lawson, active 
Communist in Hollywood, during a tekphone conversation. 


Memorandum to the Director from Los Angeles, 
5~23-45 


Re: "Yugoslavian Activities in the United States} 
L00=3 2820=265 Be 9 
(11) 


GFJ:fh 


olos re- 
quested him to g could not 
recall just what to Bruce 
Minton in Washington, inton had 


_contacts in OSS. He could not recall whether Golos told him that 


or some other Gomrade. Minton answe and said b7D 
he would be pleased to cooperate wit b he was 
responsible to “ugene Dennis and whom recalled as 


Dr. Albert Bernheim or Bernberg. was not sure of the 
Itter name. He knew the fellow and recalled that he was formerly 
district organizer for the Washington-Maryland district and later 
2 legislative representative of the Party in Washington. 
was vihdoubtedly referring to Dr. Albert Blumberg, who was 
the legislative representative of the Communist Party in Washington, D.C. 


So from Minton, Dennis 
advised him, that i ma oe working with ‘Golos but 


he should not contact Minton. then proceeded to get the b7D 
desired information from another source. 


Office Memorandum to Mr. Whitson 
from Mr, R. J. Lamphere 

dated 8-29-19 ; 

Re: "Eugene Dennis, was; 
Internal Security - 0" 

LOO» 158777205 

(37) 


4h 


RLP: fh 7. =«49 


On October 25, 1941, Informant attended a farewell 
party given in honor of William Dodd, Jr., who is going to the 
Soviet Union. The proceeds of this party were to be donated 
to the Russian War hKelief at their rally in Madison Square Gar- 
den, New York City, October 27th. 


The party was held at the home of Mrs. Emmet at 54 
Washington Mews. (Mrs. Emmet's husband is a direct descendant 
of the famous writer hobert Emmet). Admission to the party was 
$1.00 per person. , 

Bruce Minton was listed as one of the prominent 
Communists who attended this party. 


Informant - 
New York letter to the. 
Div =3=F1 | BID 
he: 
* 61-3361- 
(29) 


GFJ:db 


In an interview witt{ | on July 2h, 1917, by Bureau Agents, 
informant ‘advised that Martha Yodd, Communist, had gone to Germany with 


her father, William E. Dodd, Sr. and brother, William Dodd, Jr. At that 
time Martha was married but separated from her husband and during her 
stay in Germany had an affair "in the technical sense" with Richard Brans- 
ten, alias Bruce Minton. The informant believed. Martha Dodd and Richard 


Bransten would probably have been married in Germany, except for soe fact 
that both were then married. 


Washington, D.C. report 8-1-7 
Re: "Mocase, Espionage—R" 
1L00-352385-7 

(14,45) 


GFJ:rad 


On October 15, 1947, Confidential Informant T~1 
made available a letter written by Lyle Robert Dowling, 
Editor of "NCP Report" published by New Committee for 
Publications, a Marxist organization considered more radical 
than CP, which letter was addressed to Ruth and Richard 
Bransten and was dated January 22, 1947. (New Committee 


for oy waa is located at 67 Hast 87th Street, New York 
City. 


L-l1 - Highly confidential source 


who made available material in 


the possession of John Williamson 


to Special Agents. 


New York Report, January 21, 1948 
Re; "Lyle Robert Dowling, Si-c" 


1003533282 
(3) 


GFT 2rl 


* 


A mail cover was placed on Lyle Robert Dowling 's 
residence in March, 1948. As a result of the mail cover, a 
letter was received on April i; 1948 from "BR. B., 30 Rue Fr. 
Strodant, Brussels, Belgium.' 


Concerning the address "R. B., 30 Rue Fr. Strodant, 
Brussels, Belgium," it was believed that this individual was 
Richard Bransten, inasmuch as New York files reflect that 
Bransten and his wife, Ruth McKenny, departed from New York 
on April 16, 1947, for Brussels, Belgium. 


Dowling was editor of "NCP Report," published by 
New Committee for Publications, New York City, until the 
organization dissolved itself in October, 1948. 


New York Report, January 18, 1949 
Res "Lyle Robert Dowling; sit-ch 


100-353328-8 
(5) 


RLP srl 


[ow . - : lees ed that Mrs. Clarence 0. Edwards attended a rally 
of the Norwalk Club of the Communist Party held on February 17, 196 
at Forester's Hall, 9 High Street, Norwalk, Connecticut. Joseph Roberts, 
state leader of the Communist Party, gave a report on the national com— 
mittee meeting. Bruce Minton,reliably reported as a member of the Nor- 
walk branch of the Communist Party, spoke on strikes. 


Mrs. Clarence C. Edwards, nee Holt, was a very active member 
of the North End Branch of the Communist Party, Bridgeport, Connecticut. 
It was reliably reported that she dropped out of the Communist Party in 
the latter part of 1917, but was again active in 199. 


New Haven report dated 3-30-l9 
Re: "Mrs. Clarence C. Edwards, 
was.3; Security Matter-C" 
100-315087~23 
(41) 


Information received from a highly confidential source in- 
dicated that Agnes Fahy, together with Victor Pasche, reportedly a 
Communist and formerly Secretary—Treasurer of the American Newspaper 
Guild, had dinner on an unknomm date, probably in 1938, with Mrs. 
Richard Bransten. This lirs. Bransten, perhaps better know as Ruth 
ckenney, is the author of "liv Sister Eileen't and "Jake Home, the 
Latter of which had been characterized in Communist rarty publica- 
tions as a study in the growth of a leader and as the portrayal of 
the development of a Communist. Agnes Fahy was Vice-President of the 
American Newspaper Guild. Ruth McKenney was an admitted Communist 
and the present wife of Richard Bransten, editor of ‘New Masses", a 
generally recognized organ of the Communist. rarty. 


Memorandum from Kr. DB. M. Ladd to 
the Director dated 8-26-)3 

Re: "Communist Infiltration of 
the .American Newspaper Guild, 
Cro, I8-c" ‘ 
100~7 326-1Lh8 

(9) 


On the morning of April 2h, 195, the first in a series of daily 
press conferences was held at the offices of the ‘People's World®. In- 
formant SF-1050 advised that the participants in these press conferences 
would include Frederick V. Field and Joseph Starobin, of the New York 
"Daily Worker", Miriam Kolkin of the "Federated Press, Claude Cockburn 
of the London "Daily Worker", Durham of the "Chicago Defender", Rich-~ 
ard Bransten and his wife, Ruth McKenney, of the'!New Masses? Elinor Kahn 
of the"Protestant Magazine", Grace Granich of "Inter-Continent News", 
Marion Bachrach of the Council for Pan American Democracy, and mem- 
bers of the'People's World! staff assigned to the UNCIOQ, which includes 
Vern Smith, John Pittman, Paula Fox, Georgie Kidwell and others. 


4 

Informant further reported that Field was expected to attend 
a dinner party at the Des Alps Restaurant, San Francisca, on the evening 
of April 27, 1945, and later a reception at the home of Nina Bissell, 
a local Communist. Physical surveillance disclosed that Field did not 
attend this affair. Among the expected guests at this dinner were Rich- 
ard Bransten and his wife, Claude Cockburn, Benoit Franchon, representing 
the General Confederation of France at the World Trade Union Conference, 
Joseph Starobin, William Schneiderman, an unidentified member of the 
Chinese delegation and Jane Gilbert of the'People's World® , as well as 
other local Communists. 


San Francisco report 6-2-5 
Re: "Philip Jacob Jaffe, was., 
Espionage-C" 

100-267360-350, pp. 5,6 

(12) 


Dr. Barnet Fine who was assigned to the newly organized Pro- 
fessional Group of the CPA,’Stamford, Connecticut, was the personal phy- 
sician for Richard Bransten, alias Bruce Minton, and his wife, Ruth 
McKenney Bransten. 


(No date of information given) 


T-2 provided a copy of correspondence directed by Louis Scala, 
Edgewood School, Greenwich, Connecticut, dated December 26, 19h to 
Richard Bransten and Ruth McKenney Bransten. Bernard and Betty Knox of 
Darien, Connecticut are mentioned in this letter. . ’ 


has advised that Bernard Knox was reported to have reg- 
istered in the CP at Stamford, Connecticut. Betty Knox was knowm to be bID 
a close associate of Communist Party members. ) 


New Haven, Connecticut report 


8-29=))5 

Re: "Betty Baur Knox, IS—R" 
100-290306-21. 

(15, 2) 


According to T-3, Charles Flato was a member of the 
Communist Party underground in Washington, D.C. during the late 
thirties and an associate of Henry Hill Collins and other Com- 


munists. Investigation has reflected that Flato has been in 
contact with Richard Bransten. 


In the application filed with the Civil fervice Com- 
mission for employment with 0&8, Jane Foster listed Charles 
Flato, Foreign kconomic Administration, as a reference. 


T-3 - Whitaker Chambers, former 
Editor of "Daily Worker", later 
employed by "Time" Magazine. 
Washington, D. C. Report, 8-6-48 
Re:"Jane Foster Zlatovski, IS-k" 
100-35543-6, p- 10 

7 


On May 8, 1944, Louise Bransten had as her suest, 
Henry ©. Fleisher, who had been identified as an employee of 
the Office of Strategic Services. Fleisher contacted Bransten 
allegedly for the »urpose of ascertaining the names of "new 
people in Oriental progressive sroups", apparently for the purpose 
of utilizing them as informants. Fleisher identified himself 
as a friend of Richard Fransten and indicated that he had formerly 
been affiliated with the CIO in Washington, D.C., and New York 
City. : 


Source: SF-1370 

San Francisco report, 7-24-44 
Re: "Comintern Apparatus; IS-R" 
100-203581-2837 p. 70 

(14) 


SI 100-203581-2711 (14) 
SI 100-203581-2769 (14). 


From a report received from a highly confidéntial source 
on the general activities of the Communist Party and its front 
organizations in the U. S. which report was dated January 5, 1946, 
and was a report of the House Committee on Un-American Activities, 
it was learned that on January 7, 1945 at the Screen Cartoonists 
Studio located on Yucca Boulevard, Hollywood, California, the 
Communist Party had a meeting which was announced as a reception 
to the "New Masses" writers and artists. The chairman of this 
meeting was Ruth McKenney, who is staff writer for the "New Masses" 
and wife of Bruce Minton, publisher of the "New Masses", Also, 
taking an active part in the meeting were Joseph Foster, the 
Hollywood motion picture critic for the "New Masses", and William 
Gropper, cartoonist for every Communist publication. Ruth McKenney 
stated that the City of New York had outlived its usefuliness as 
Communist Party Headquarters and that its greatest friends and 
influences were located in Hollywood. 


Bruce Minton was listed as one of the sponsors of the 
Artists Front to Win the War which made its debut at a meeting at 
Carnegie Hall on October 16, 1942. Margaret Webster, Margo and 
Sam Jaffe had prominent parts on the program for the occasion. 


\ 
Other sponsors included such well-known Communists and 
Communist fellow travelers as H.W.L. Dana, Martha Dodd, Muriel 
Draper, Guy Endore, Ben Field, Franklin Folsom, Rockwell Kent, 
John Howard Lawson, Albert Maltz, Dudley Nicols, Edwin Seaver, 
George Seldes, Donald Ogden Stewart, Ella Winters, J. Edward 
Brombert, Angelo Herndon and Lynd Ward. 


Washington, D. C. Field Division 
letter to the Director, 3-8-46 

Re: "Communist Party, U.S.A., Is-c" 
100-3-1324, p. 65, 116 

(66) 


A review of files in the Silvermaster case, revealed 
that Richard Bransten, alias Bruce Minton, was known to have 
been active in Communist Party front activities in California 
in 1945 at which time he was also in contact with Louise 
Bransten. 


Louise Bransten introduced Richard Bransten to one 
Joseph Gaer, who she stated, worked for someone "higher than 
Morgenthau'!, Bransten is the legal guardian of Louise Bransten's 
son and is the heir to her estate which is to be used !tfor 
purposes already discussed!, 


Washington, D. C. report, 10~1-)6 
Re: "Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
Espionage-R" 


65-56,02~1655, p. 78 
(3) 


It was reported by Informant T-1 (NYT-338) that 
Joseph and Fay Gaer had once been good friends of Richard Bransten 
but had not been seeing him at the time. 


‘Joseph Gaer was appointed Field Supervisor of the WPA on 
October 8, 1935, and resigned October 27,1939. During that period 
he was working under the Federal Writers Project of the WPA, and 
allegedly was closely associated with H. G. Alsberg, who was re- 
portedly Comrunistically inclined and who was named before the 
Dies Committee’ as being a Communist. An article in "Headlines" 
dated March 25, 1939, published by the Constitutional Education 
League, Inc., Gaer was alleged to be a functionary of the Comrunist 
Party, Department of Propaganda and Education, which was formerly 
headed by W. J. Jerome. Gae.r was a writer and was Publication 
Director for the CIO. 


New York report dated 2/19/46 

Re: "Louise “osenberg Bransten, 

was IS-R Refer 5 Ist 

May ees 14, 16, 19 
18 


RLP: fh 


On November 14, 1946, NYT-338 advised that tt appeared 


that the Gaers ( 


Joseph Gaers 


had been good friends of Richard 


Bransten but had not been seeing him recently. 


GFJ:dbzpjb 


New York report, 3-1-46 

Re: "Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
Espionage - R" 

65-56402-675, Pp. 72 

(18) 


63 


According to NYM-160, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Gaer were the 
people who introduced tichard and Louise Bransten into the left 
wing movement in California several years ago. With regard to 
the Bransten's, in 1946 the San Francisco Office advised the 
Bureau that Louise Bransten had submitted an autobiography to 
Wikhail Vavilov, former Soviet Consul General in San Francisco, 
and at that time First Secretary of the Soviet Embassy in 
Washington, D.C. This autobiography mentioned her association 
with Gerhart Eisler, and also referred to the association be- 
tween the Branstens' and Joseph Gaer and Nathan Gregory Silver- 
master. 


(No date of information given) 
Washington, D. C. report, 11-27-50 . 
hes "Unknown Subject, was; Al, 
Albert 

(SOViE), Espionage - R" 

Cpa a9 p. & 


’ . 


On November 7, 1949, Joseph Gaer, in answer to a subpoena, 
testified before the House Sub-Committee of the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, at Washington, D. C. concerning his activities. 
The testimony given by Gaer before this Committee reflected that 
Gaer denied under oath that he was then or ever had been a member 
of the Communist Party. Gaer also denied that he introduced Louise 
Bransten and her husband, Richard Bransten, to the Communist move- 
ment in California in the early 1930's, 


New York report dated 5-2-50 


Re: "Joseph Gaer, was; %M-C 1 
ret aaah 
s) 


RLP: fh aaa 


On September 16, 19)6,| __| provided the information 
that Virginia Gardner talked to Elizabeth Searle, at which time 
Gardner asked Searle whether there had been any "repercussions". 
Elizabeth Searle said, "yes, several of them yesterday, and you 
can imagine where they came from. But I can't talk with you 
about it on the phone.!! : 


Gardner stated that she had just talked to Abe Magill 
and he told her "They are getting out of the country and going 
to France to preserve the revolutionary movement and they are 
urging the others to do the same thing." Searle expressed amaze- 
ment.ab that and declared that soon all of the writers would be 
living on the Riviera. 


It was not known at the time to whom Searle and Gardner 
referred in their conversation but it was believed entirely possible 
and probable that they were referring to Richard Bransten, with 
alias Bruce Minton, and his wife, Ruth McKenney, inasmuch as they 
had been expelled from the Communist Party in the State of Connec- 
ticut at the time. Moreover, it was known that Bransten, fora — 
considerable period of time, had been severly critical of Eugene 
Dennis on the National Committee of the Communist Party and when, 
at one time, charges were placed against him by the Party he refused 
to appear in answer thereto because he believed that he would not 
have a fair deal and the result would only cause him personal 
embarrassment. 


Memorandum from the Washington 
Field Office dated 9-18-16, 

Re: "Communist Party -— USA, 
District No. 

Washington Field Division, IS-c" 
100-3~60-527 

(5) (66) 


According to the 1948 report of the Senate Fact-Finding Committee 
on Un-American Activities entitled "Communist Front Organizations", Virginia 
Gardner, Communist writer for the'tPeople's Daily World", reluctantly admitted 
that she knew Bruce Minton and his wife, Ruth McKemey. Gardner freely admitted 
that she was a member of the Communist Party. 


Los Angeles report 2-14-49 
Re: "Virginia Gardner, IS-cH 

100-198989-36 

(47) 


GFJsalc 


‘ Los Angeles T+l (CNHT-38) has advised that during July, 1945, 
James Gerstley and Elizabeth Gerstley of 717 North Crescent Drive, Beverly Hills, 
were in contact with Richard Bransten. CNHT~38 stated that James-Gerstley was a 
relative of Richard Bransten. : 


Ios Angeles report dated 8412449 
Res''Grace Granich nee Grace Mauls 
Internal Security—-R" 
100~88434-121— 322 

(1) 


RLP:fh 


On December 9, 1945, Ridolf Gillespie, Chairman of 
the Norwalk “Jorkers Group, CP, informed inYormsnt that he had 
contacted Lichard Brensten ond requested that Pransten be present 
at the meeting of the Norvalk Club ©.P. to be held at Gillespie!s 
home, Corver apartments S0-B Butler Street, Norurlk, Connecticut, 


on 12-11-45. 
New Haven report dated 4-2h-46; %/? 


re: "hudolf Gillespie, was; SM-C" 
100-310306-7 
(66) 


RLP:1mp 


b7D 


[J reportea that Max and Betty Epstein, known 
Communists, were present at a meeting of the Norwalk Club’ 
‘of the CP on January 15, 1946, at the home of Rudolph Gillespie, 
CP member. At this meeting Bruce Minton produced the leaflets 
which he, Max Epstein and Mrs. Sophie Boyer had prepared, 
which leaflet it was decided to have printed following the 
discussion of strikes that took place at the meeting of the 
CP on January 8, 1946. The leaflet was for distribution at 
the various plants in the Norwalk area on January 15, 1946. 
The January 8, meeting was held at the home of Rudolph 
Gillespie, Apartment 50 B, Butler Street, Norwalk, Connecticut. 


New Haven, Connecticut report 
Lm 1 Qad4-7 

Rez"Max Jack Epstein, SHM-C" 
100-251139-15 pg. 3 

(8, 61) 


? 


GFJ-apc. 


in the testimony of Benjamin Gitlow, former erecutive 
secretary, Communist Party of the U.S. before the Special Com- 
mittee to Investigate @ime Un-American Activities October 17, 1939, 
Bruce Minton was listed as a board member of the National Com- 
mittee of the International Labor Defense. 


Sources Dies Committee Report 
10-17-39, Washington, D. C. 
Re: "Hearings before ‘a Special 
. Committee on Un-American 
9 Activities, House of Represen- 
tatives Seventy-Sizxth Congress 
61-7582 Vol. 10, p. 5988 


(28) 


FLB:djb 


en available nomination slips from the Los Angeles 
County CPA Coun onvention held on September 2h, 19h, at, Park Manor, 

Los Angeles, for Bruce Minton and Elizabeth Glenn, formerly knowm as 
Elizabeth Leach, Northwest Section Organizer. Minton and Glenn were 

being nominated as members of the County Committee. Gordon Kahn, mem- 

ber of Group A-1, Writers Branch, Northwest Section, L. A. County CPA, 

was one of the signers of both these nominations. 


Los Angeles report 11-1-hh 
Re: "Gordon Kahn, was., Si-C# 
1L00-308745-5 
(58) 


GFJ:rad 


On 8-15-46 Informant advised that Shelma Gobelewa informed him that’ ° 

he had an appointment with John Williamson of the National C. P. Office at 3:00 P.M, 
At that meeting he advised that he was to take up the matter of theactions of 
Bruce Minton (Richard Bransten) ard his wife, Ruth McKenney(Mrs. Richard Bransten). 
Gobelewa advised informant that the above mentioned individuals were not acting ‘ 
in approved fashion for Communist Party niembers. 

CL 2 (CNHT-Z9) 7 % 

New Haven report dated 10-4~46 : 
Re:'"Shelma Gobelewa, was. 3 
Sam Gobeloff; Joe Jacobson; Joe Roberts; IS~C" 
Topsdeeg6-16 25 

(5) (58 


Shelma Gobelewa was State Chairman of the: Communist Party in Connecticut. 


RLP:fh 


Confidential Informant CNHI¥38 advised that on May 7, 1946, John 
Goldring (a member of the Executive Board of the Commmist Party as of April 3, 
informed Richard Bransten that he would not have to be at the meeting Thursday, 
as they were planning a large protest on the OPA and sympathy demonstrations on 
pehalf of Westinghouse. However, John Goldring stated that he would advise 
Bransten when the next meeting would be held. ° 


New Haven report dated 7-31-46 
Re: "John Goldring, was; SM (c)# 
“OR StS SI26 pb 


1946) 


” 


advised during an interview with Bureau Agent, that Jacob 
Golos, Communist Party member, requested Informant to get certain infor~ 
mation from OSS sometime around 192 or 1943, but did not remember what 
the information was. Informant wrote to Bruce Minton in Washington, D. C. 
as he understood Minton had contacts in OSS. Minton had answered Infor- 
-mant's letter and said he would be pleased to cooperate with Informant 
but that he was responsible to Eugene Dennis and a person whom he recalled 
as Dr. Albert Bernheim or Bernberg. He knew the fellow and recalled that 
he was formerly district organizer for the Washington-Maryland district 
and later was legislative representative of the Party in Washington. 
Undoubtedly, Informant is referring to Dr. Albert Blumberg who was the 
legislative representative of the Communist Party in Washington, D. CG. 


New York letter to.the Director 
)-8=-):7 

Re: "Louis Budeng"! 

100-63-229 

(58) 


ree) 


GFJ:rad 


CNDI LA EE-l advised that on August 22, 19h, Bernard W. Gor- 
don, Labor Chairman of Club H of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles 
CPA, told Informant that he had attended a meeting of Club H of the North- 
west Section that night at the home of Bruce Minton. Gordon was identi- 
fied entering this meeting by a Bureau Agent.. 


Again on September 23, 1944, Gordon was observed to enter the 
home of Richard Bransten, 1427 Kings Road, where, according to above In- 
formant, another meeting of Club H of the Northwest Section was in pro- 
gress. < 


Los Angeles report 1-6=5 

Re: "Bernard W. Gordon, SH-C" 
100-3356)8-h 

(16, 59) 


GFJsrad 


Grace Grannich was a reporter at the San Francisco Conference where 


she was in contact with the Chinese Delegation. She was recently residing at 
the home of Bruce Minton (correct name Richard Bransten) and his wife, Ruth 
McKenney, at 454 North Bristol Avenue, Los Angeles. Bruce Minton and his wife 
were members of the 59th A. D. Club of the Los Angies County, C. P. A. 


(No date or source of information given). 
(San Francisco Conference not further 
déscribed.) = = | 

Los Angelés report 6425-45 

Re: "Daily People's World; Daily World; 
Pacific Publishing Foundation, Inc., IS-C! 
G2 -101;70=28 Ra p. 8 

(2, 64) 


RLP :fh 


Richard Branston; also known as Bruce Minton, and his wife, 
commonly known as Ruth McKenney, resided at 454 Bristol Avenue, 
Brentwood, California, until June 15, 1945, at which time they moved 
to 48 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut. 


Grace Grannich, wife of Max Grannich, was a guest at the 
Branston home from May 25 to May 31, 1945. 


Max Grannich and his wife, Grace Grannich, were both active 
in Communist work, and they were reported to be in direct personal 
contact with persons connected with the apparatus and with the Soviet 
Secret Intelligence Service (NKVD) in the United States. 


Memorandum from Los Angeles 
dated 7-15-45; “Ot 

Re: "Max Grannich was,IS-C" 
100-88434-35 

(23) (51) 


RLPS th 


Through investigation of the Grace Granich case it was learned that 
Grace Granich recently, (apparently the early part of the year, 1945), attended 
the San Francisco Conference as a representative of the People's Worl, and while 
there, contacted Steve, (probably Steve Nelson), Carl Winter, Richard and Ruth 
Bransten, Rudy Lambert, Claude Cockbirn, and others, (all Communists). a 


From an extremely confidential and reliable informant it was learned © 
that Richard Bransten, 454 N. Bristol Avenue, Los Angeles, wrote letters to Grace 
and Max Granich. : 

(No dates of information given.) 
New York report 7~11-45 

Re: "Max Granich,  IS~R# 

100 BSySi=ZQ pp. 5, 21 

(13) 


On May 5, 1947, the New Haven Office reported that 
information received from Confidential Informant CiJP-1 reflected 
that E. H. Griesel (New York File 100-86067) wrote to Bruce Minton, 
aka Richard Bransten, 14.8 Cenal Street, Westport, Connecticut, 
and stated that he hid had 12 years experience in the Communist 
Party and was maintaining his membership in erder to maintain his 
contact with minor functionaries and rank file metbers. 


New York letter dated 9-9-7 
Re: "Communist Party, USA, 
District #2, New York 

Field Division; IS-c" 
ee 


RLP:imp 


Si 


x 


reported that on June 8, 195, the Screen Car- 
toonists Guild Hall, 6272 Yucca was used by "New Masses" magazine for 
a fund raising meeting and reception for William Gropper (not further 


identified). The principal speakers at this meeting were Ruth McKenney 
and her husband, Richard Bransten. ; 


Los Angeles report 8-8-5 

Re: "Maurice Warren Howard-Si-C" 
100~3h2602-1, pe 

(17, 62) 

SI 100-3-25-1199 

(8, 34)) 


GFJsrad ae 


T~8 (Confidential Informant C-299) advised that Hoyt S. 
Haddock was particularly friendly with Bruce Iiinton of the "New 
Masses". (No date given) 


5 Hoyt S. Haddock was born ilay 5, 1907, Boyd, Texas. He regis— 
tered for the Communist Party in New York, 1936. He was working with 
the United Office and Professional Workers local in Washington, D. C.; 
and was Legislative Representative for the National liaritime Union 
since April, 191. In 193, he was active in attempt to prevent Con- 
gress from granting funds to the Dies Committee. He was also in at- 
tendance at the Executive Committee meetings of the National Committee 
to Abolish Poll Tax. 


Washington, D. C. report dated 6-3-l3 
Re: "Hoyt S. Haddock, was; IS-C, 
Custodial Vetention" 

61-8612-33 : 

a) 


Rir:rad 


The following information was received from a highly confi- 
dential source contained in an MC Summary dated Washington, D. C., 
May 7, 19h3: 


May 7, 1943, 11:25 A.M. Hoyt Haddock contacted Bruce (ilinton?) 
and asked when he was coming to see him. Bruce said he hasn't heen. up 
because 'you guys never give me a story.' Hoyt told Bruce he wanted to 
have lunch with him today and Bruce agreed but said he had a cousin of 
Ruth's in tow.and must bring her along. Bruce will come to Hoyt's of- 
fice at 1 P.M. Bruce asked Hoyt if he knew anything about the Food 
Conference. Hoyt said he didn't, and didn't kmow anyone who knew 
anything about:.it.! 


liC Summary, Washington, D.C., 5-7-3 
Re: ‘Maritime Committee! 
100~203268-221 

(5h) 


GFJ:rad in 


who asked if he had any ideas. 
should make a good story. 


A Technical Surveillance dated Washington, D. ©. 
11-22-43 and rubber stamped "MC" at the top, reads as follows: 


"3235 pm, 11-22-43. 


Haddock contacted Bruce (Minton) 
Haddock said he had one which 


They agreed to meet tomorrow. Haddock 


asked Bruce if he knew anyone in the technical division of the 
Soviet Purchasing Commission. 


GFJ:db 


No." 


Re: "Communist Ip,filtration of 
the CIO Maritime Union; IS-C" 
62-56218-77 

Cay. 


The following information was taken from an MC Summary dated 
Washington, D. C., December 13, 1943: 


"12-13-43 9:55 a.m. Bruce Minton talked to Ann Zucker, asked for 
her husband, Jack,Minton; told her his wife, Ruth, was going to invite them 
to their house for a party on December 26. Bruce then spoke to Haddock, asked 
him if he had anything for a story; that he hadn't had a story from him ina 
long time. Haddock said he had no story, but had some news that Bruce might 
want to use. Bruce will call at the office at about noon. 


10:45 a.m. Ruth Minton asked Sadie to come to her house for a 
Christmas party on Sunday, December 26. 


"1200P Bruce Minton tried to contact Congressman Marcantonio 
at his office. 


"12:07 p.m. Bruce Minton contacted successfully Don Pond at 
NWA 71311, a woman at the Electrical Workers, and a woman at NFCL and 
Elizabeth Saculy at Cannery ‘Workers, for any news items they might have that 
he could build a story on, but with negative results." 


MC Summary, 12-13-43 

Re: "Congress of Industrial 
Organization, Maritime Commission." 
100~203268~258 

(54) ss 
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Confidential Informant T-6 (C-299) stated that Bjorne Yngvare 
Halling was very friendly with Bruce Minton, Labor Editor of the "New 
asses", who was knowm to be a member of the Communist Party. 


Bjorne Yngvare Halling came from Norwaxr to the United States: 
in 1931 and received his citizenship papers at San Francisco, California, 
in July, 1937. He was employed in that City as a longshoreman from 
1931 to 1937, at which time he took employment with the Committee for 
Industrial Organization. In that capacity he worked at New York City, 
vhiladelphia, Pennsylvania, Norfolk, Virginia and New Orleans, Louisiana. 
He was a-close associate of viarry Bridges. Since 1933 he has played a 
prominent part on the San Francisco waterfront as a leader in the Inter- 
national Longshoremen's Association and the International Longshoreman's 


and Warehousemen's Union and he was very active in Communist Party front 
organizations. 


Washinston, TI. C. report dated 
6-11-))3 ; 

Re: "Bjorne Yngvare ualling, was, 
IS (C), Custodial Dentantion!! 
100-8)91-36, page 

(52) 


The following information was taken from an MCA Summary dated Washington, 
D. Co, March 23, 1943: 


13/23/43 3:45 P.M. Bruce Minton contacted Sadie and told her that 
his wife appreciated Sadie's letter very much, and stated he was writing an 
article on John L. Lewis and wondered if Halling had any information regarding 
him. Sadie stated that she didn1t believe Halling had my such information 


and in answer to Bruce's question advised that Haddock was at a Poll Tax 
Meeting.! 


MCA Summary, 3-23-43 

Re: "Transcontinental & Western Airline, 
Inc., American Communications Association." 
100-203, 268A 

(54) 
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On September 4, 1943, Bruce Minton (phonetic) contacted Halling 
(not further identified) and asked if he had any tips; Halling didn't 
but Minton said he would be over to see Halling at 2:30; that he had a 
lot of information he would not want to give over the phone. 


MCA Sumnary 
Washington, D. C. 
September h, 1943 
100-203268~133 
(5h). 


REP:rad 


In a signed statement by Elizabeth Terrill Bentley dated 
11-30-45 at New York City, on page 31 and 32-: she stated the 
following: «- 


tAnother individual with whom I became adquainted in the 
latter part of 1942 was Maurice Halperin. I became acquainted with 
him through arrangements made for such meeting by Jacob Golos and 
from what I later learned, it appears that Halperin, who at one time was 
professor of romance languages at Oklahoma University, had come to 
Washington, D. C. after some trouble at Oklahoma University and, 
together with a former colleague of his at Oklahoma University, Willard 
Park, who taught anthropology there, had indicated to Bruce Minton 
of the "New Masses" that they desired to be placed in contact with 
some Communist in the East. 


"I also learned that during his stay in Oklahoma, Halperin 
had been a Communist Party member but upon his arrival in Washington 
had apparently temporarily lost corfact. Halperin was employed by = 
OSS in the “atin-American Division of the “esearch and Analysis branch 
and Park was in the Political Section of the Office of the co-ordi- 
nator of Inter-American Affairs. 


"Minton apparently communicated to Golos the desire of 
Halperin and Park to make a Yommunist contact in this section and 
my subsequent meeting with them was a result of arrangements made 
by Golos. ‘ 


"iy first: meeting with Halperin was in Washington, D. ©, 
at Parkts residence, which ! recall was over the Yistrict line in 
Maryland and on this occasion 1 discussed with them the work they 
were doing. On this occasion + told Halperin and ‘ark that Bruce 
Minton had sent me to see them-and they were pleased to make the 
contact. It was arranged that + would collect Communist Party dues 
from Halperin, and it is to be noted that *ark was not a Party 
member although I know he did occasionally make contributions to 
the Party." 


New York letter dated 11-30-45 
Re: "N. Gregory Silvermaster, was, et al; 
Espionage-R" 
wo enclosure pp.31,32 


SI= 65=56402-3476 (22, 51) 
SI 65-56402-621 128 66) (25) 
SI 65-14303-41 (68) 


RLP: fh reve) 


The following interview with Liaurice Halperin, professor at 
the University of Oklahoma, was conducted by Special Agents Joseph T. 
Genco and Frank J. Nolan on May 29, 197, at approximately 2 P.f. 


Halperin was asked if he knew Bruce Ifinton, and after hesi- 
tating a moment, stated that he knew who he was and may have met the 
man but had never associated with him socially. He recalled that *- 
ilinton’was an editor -of some sort, and upon prompting, recalled that 
he was editor of "New Masses". However, his association with him was 
such that he could not recall any of its details other than he may 
have met him. 


New York report dated 6~7-)7 
Re: "Gregory, Espionage-R" . 
65-56),02-2583, page 5 

(56) 


RLP:rad 


Hlizabeth Bentley said that Morris Halperin, 
another party member, was head of the Latin American 
division, research and analysts branch, O35. 


Halperin, she declared, had access not only 
to OSs cables and information but also to State Department 
information as well. 


Halperin was a regular eager-beaver for his party 
work, she indicated. 


She described how Halperin "got stranded" in Washington 
without a contact. He was a great friend of Willard Z. Park, 
a cousin of the man known as Bruce Minton, a former editor 
of the New Masses, and through Park, Halperin contacted Minton, 
who referred him to Joseph Golos, she testified. Golos sent 
Miss Bentley to Park's home to establish contact. 


Minton's real name was Richard Branston, and he was he 
former husband of Louise Branston, whom Miss Bentley described 
as a Communist and a fellow-student of her's at Vassar. 


Chief Investigator Robert #, Stripling said the record 
showed that Park lived at 36 Poplar Ave., Takoma Park, Maryland. 
He was employed at the time in the office of the Coordinator 
of Inter-American Affairs, and was apparently on loan to OSS. 

He said that Park was active in the American Peace Mobilization, 
the organization that picketed the White House during the Soviet- 
Nazi nonaggression and trade pact, 


The Washington Post, 8-1-48 


61-6328-A 
(21) (86) 


RLP:eb 


Informant Gregory advised he became acquainted with Maurice 


Halperin in the latter part of 1942 through arrangements made for 
such a meeting by Jacob Golos, who was a known Soviet espionage 
agent who died November 27, 1943. The Informant stated Halperin 
was at one time a professor of romance languages at Oklahoma 
University and because of some trouble at the University, he had 
come to Washington, D. C. with a former colleague named Willard 
Z. Park. According to Informant, both of these individuals in- 
dicated to Bruce Minton, a prominent Communist Party member, 


that they desired to be placed in contact with some Communists 
in the Hast. 


Washington, D. C. report, 5-5-49 
ke: "Maurice Halperin, SM-C" 
65-14303-38 

(14+, 39) 


GF I:db 


Through an investigation conducted by a Bureau Agent 
it was learned ‘that Richard Bransten covered the United Nations 
Conference at San Francisco in early 1945 as a representative of 
New Masses magazine. Upon his return to Los Angeles from the 
Conference on May 22, 1945, the following names and addresses were 
among his effects: ; 


"Chang Han-Fu, Editor "New China Daily News", 124 W. 

6th Street, Trinity 7913 (this is the address of the 
Los Angeles County Communist Political Association). 
Langston, 634 St. Nick Avenue, Ed. 4-6909. 
Richardo Martini, Avenida El Bosque, Apartment 2, 
LaFlorida, Caracas, Venezuela. 

Martinez, Calle Elisea, 15, Department 8, Mezico City. 
Kastas Karayargas, Room 326, Bellevue, Taylor and Geary. 
James W. Miller, 1833 Sunnydale Avenue, Juniper 4-1929. 
Dr. Branko Kajic, Representative of the telegraph agency, 
New Yugoslavia." 


Los Angeles report 8-8~-45 

Re: "Comintern Apparatus, IS-R" 
100-203581-4584, p. 12 

(17, 64) 


GFJ:lmp. 


On December 5, 1944, Thomas Leonard Harris, Author, 
Lecturer, and National Secretary of the National Council 
American-Soviet Friendship, contacted an unknown individual at 
the People's Educational Center, Communist dominated organization, 
at which time Harris advised that he would not be able to make 
the class that night because of rehearsal for his United Nations 
Forum broadcast. He suggested that Bruce Minton be used in his 
stead inasmuch as Minton had substituted for him the last time. 


Sources LA CAP 19-A 

Los Angeles Report, February 8, 1945 
Re: "Thomas Leonard Harris, was; 
Is-=2" 

100-299061-52, page 15 

(15, 60} 


On April 12, 1945, Thomas Leonard Harris, National 
Secretary of the National Council American-Soviet Friendship, 
was contacted by Ken Howard, key figure in the CPA in Los 
Angeles, regarding $35.00 owed Harris by the P.E.C. At the 
time he was invited to partictpate in a panel discussion and 
a meeting of the CIO Council on April 20th. Harris stated that 
he would be very happy to participate in the forum and the 
subject assigned to him was "History, Political and Economic." . 
‘Participating with Harris were John Howard Lawson, and Richard ~ 
Bransten, aka Bruce Minton, by which name he was known in 
Los Angeles, former husband of Louise Bransten, both of whom 
were key figures in the Los Angeles County CPA. 
b7D 
Sources 
Los Ang > vuly 7, 1945 
Re: "Thomas Leonard Harris, was; 
Is-R" 
1L00-299061-93, page 30 


(15, 64, 60) 


RLP srl 


In an interview with lir. Seymour Bakst, former member 
of the Communist Party, on Oct. 2, 1950 by Bureau Agents, Bakst 
reported that he had met Travis Hedrick, Bditor of "USSR Infor- 
mation Bulletin", through Bruce Minton (hichard Bransten), for 
whom he, Bakst, was working. 


Washington, D. C. memo to the 
Director, 11-14-50 


Re: "Travis heene Hedrick, 
Espionage - R! 
101-6306-89 

(7, 41) 


» 


In an interview by Bureau Agents under date of Dec. 16, 
1950, with Richard Bransten, he advised that he first met Trevis 
Hedrick, Editor of "USSR Information Bulletin", in 1942 when Hed- 
rick came to Washington to head the Federated Press succeeding 
Virginia Gardiner. 


Mr. Bransten stated that he felt it was his duty to wel- 
come Hedrick to Washington inasmuch as he assumed that Hedrick 
was a "leftist" by the very nature of the position he had assumed. 
In this regard Bransten stated he had no advance knowledge of 
Hedrick's sympathies but felt that he must be a "leftist" to be 
the Editor of Federated Press such as he, Bransten, would have to 
be a leftist to be Editor of "New Masses". 


Bransten went on to state that during the three or four 
contacts he made with Hedrick he had no occasion or opportunities 
to learn anything concerning Hedrick's membership in any organi- 
zation including the Communist Farty. In fact hes tated he had 
no information which would lead him to believe that Subject was 
actually a member of the Communist Party. In this connection it 
was pointed out that at one time during the interview in reply to 
a question as to Hedrick's affiliation or membership with the 
Communist Party, Bransten replied, "I never knew for sure that 
he was a Communist". 


Bransten emphasized that he himself was an open Communist 
and had no qualms about revealing his membership in the Communist 
Party. Because of this fact, regular members of the Communist 
Party steer clear of him because association with Bransten would 
reveal them to be Communists or associates of Communists. Thus it 
was that only innocent and unsuspecting persons were ever seen in 
his presence. 


Mr. Bransten further declared that during the three or 
four meetings he had with Hedrick, the only people he could recall 
having been present were Virginia Gardiner, Hedrick's predecessor, 
and Adam Lapin of the "Daily Worker". Bransten could suggest no 
’ other person who he knew would be acquainted with Hedrick and his 
activities in Washington, D. C. He felt that Virginia Gardiner 
might possibly know of Hedrick's Communist Party activities. He 
stated, however, that Adam Lapin would not be a good person to 
contact concerning this matter. 


Braristen advised that the last time he saw Hedrick was at 
a farewell party held in Bransten's honor on New Years live, 1943- 
1944 in Washington, D. C. Bransten stated that shortly thereafter 
he departed Washington for California and has not seen Hedrick 
since his departure from Washington and has never corresponded 
with him. Consequently he does not have any current information 
concerning Hedrick. . 


Bransten was very open about his membership and acti- 
vities in the Communist Party. He gave the impression that he 
wanted to cooperate, however, he volunteered no information. He 
stated he would not be an informer but would be glad to answer 
any specific questions about himself or anyone that he knew. 


New Haven, Connecticut report, 
1-4--51 

ke: "Travis Hedrick, Espionage - kh" 
101-0306-96 

(3) 


GFJ:db 


Richard Bransten, former member of CP in 
Connecticut, was interviewed recently, with Bureau 
permisston, concerning one Travis Hedrick. Bransten 
appeared to be cooperative during the interview and 
agreed to discuss with Agents of the New Haven Office 
specific individuals in whom the FBI was interested 
and stated that he would advise whether the persons 
concerning whom he was being questioned were Communists. 
Bransten was, at one time, well regarded by the Communist 
Farty and just prior to being expelled from the CP was one 
of the leading instructors in educational classes .in 
Connecticut, Accordingly, it was believed that he should. 
be ina position to know something about the system of 
"matl drops" used by the CP and, possibly, the identities 
of some individuals who were or had been-so used. He will 
be interviewed along those lines in the immediate future 
and the Bureau advised of the results. 


Office memorandum from 

New Haven Field Office. 

Re: "Communist Party-USA3 
Confidential Matling Addresses; 
Internal Security-c" 
100-~3-64-599 


(4) 


RLP:eb° 


Source A (Information obtained by SA Fred G. Dupuis) ad- 
vised that Nora Hellgren, formerly Educational Director for the 
Russian-American Club, Los Angeles, received, on February 1h, 196, 
a copy of a news publication from London, England, entitled, "The 
Week", edited by Claude Cockburn. This was a Commnist publication 
supporting the Russian position on all current issues. Cockburn 
was knowm to have attended the United Nations Conference at San 
Francisco and was a close friend of Bruce Minton; Ruth licKenney, 
Communist key figures connected with the "New Masses", and also 
a friend of Grace Grannich who ettended the Conference on behalf 
of the "Daily Worker", New York City. 


Los Angeles repott dated 3-12-l6 
Re: "Mrs. Nora Hellgren, wa., Et Al, 
IS-R" 

100-8663-hh 

(42) 


404 


[| atvises that Marjorie Hogg,whose name appeared on the 
Membership List of the Stamford Branch of the CP and Darien Branch of 
the CPA, was present at a meeting of the Study Group of the Norwalk 
Professional Group of the Communist Party on October 2h, 1945, held at 
the home of Richard Bransten, 48 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut. 


Hogg also attended a Communist Party Marxist Study Class at the Bransten 
residence on January 23, 19h6. 


New Haven, Connecticut report 
1-23-51 

. Re: "Marjorie Hogg, SM-c" 
100-335830-5, p. lt 
(1) 


402 


GFJ:rad 


b7D 


On September 12, 1945, Confidential Informant CNHT-38 advised that 
Carroll Morton Hollister contacted Richard Bransten, an active CP Iiember in 
the Westport, Connecticut area, and advised Bransten that he had recently moved 
East because he had obtained a position with James Melton. Informant advised 
that Carroll Morton Hollister and his wife, Ruth, were residing on Broad Street, 
Westport, Comecticut and it was apparent to the informant that Hollister had 
previously been acquainted with Richard Bransten. 


Carroll Morton Hollister was employed as piano accompanist for Metro- 
politan opera singer, James Meltone He held membership in CP Professional Group 
at Norwalk although he has not attended meetings. He was amember of the Execu. 
tive Committee of Fairfield County, Connecticut. 


New Haven report dated 624-46 
Res "Carroll Morton Hollister 


Security Matter (c)" 
LOO-—1L05058-33-— 22 
(19) 


RLP;fh 


Confidential Informant T~3 [: . __|aevteed that on December 5, 1945, 
a meeting waa held at the residence of Richard Bransten, Westport, Conntecticut. 
At that meeting, which was attended by Ruth Manship Hollister, Marxk'# 'Walue, 
Price and Profit" was discussed. Ruth Hollister did not participate actively 
in the discussion. At that meeting it was decided that Ruth Hollister would 
give the next report through Chapter 10 of Value, Price and Profit!" by Mark. 


Confidential Informant T-3 Le aplasvises that on January 23, 1946, 7D 
a meeting of the Norwalk Professional Club of the Commnist Party was held at 

the residence of Richard Bransten, Westport, Connecticut. It was attended by 

Mrs. Ruth Hollister. At that meeting a summary report of the book "Value, 

Price, and Profit" by Mark was given. Ruth Hollister confided to Confidential 
Informant Pe that ICCASP was the greatest medium of the Commnist Party 

in the United States, 


Confidential Informant a advised that on January 16, 1946, 
a meeting of the Norwalk Professiona ub of the Communist Party was held at 

the residence of Dr. and Mrse Marcus Paris, Worwalk, Connecticut, at which 

Ruth Hollister was present. At that meeting a collection was taken up for a 

mimeograph machine to be used by the Norwalk Club. Ruth Hollister insisted 3 
that the $75.00 that wowld still be on hand after the purchase of the mimeo- 

graph machine be turned over to the Communist Party National Headquarters. 

She also advised that the members of the study Glass should be diserect 

when at Richard Bransten's in order to protect each other so that if a stool 

pigeon was present he. or she could not tell who the Communists were who were 

present. It was to be noted that Richard Bransten was a Marxist writer and 

former contributing editor to the "New Masses" who was recently expelled from 

the Communist Party. 


Confidential Informant T-3 [| advised that on May 13, 1946, a 
meeting of the Norwalk Professional Club of the Commmist Party was held at 
the residence of Richard Bransten, Westport, Connecticut. At that meeting, 
attended by Ruth Manship Hollister, the coverage of the United Nations Orga- 
nization was discussed. 


Confidential Intormant T-3 (i eaeeen that on September 13, 1946, 
another meeting of the Norwalk Professional Club was held at the residence of 
the Bert Kellers at which Ruth Hollister was present with her husband. She did 
not actively participate in any discussion. That meeting was devoted to a disy 
cussion of the expulsion of Richard Bransten and his wife, Ruth McKenney, from 
the Communist Party. 


Confidential Informant T~2 advised that on February 3, 1946, 
Richard Breisten ‘told. him the followings ansten had been contacted by Ruth 
Hollister who informed‘him that her son, David, a student in high school, had 
been selected to represent Staples High School, Westport,,. Connecticut, ad World 
Union, Inc., at a Youth Conference in Concord, Massachusetts, in ‘the near future. 
She told Bransten that she would Like David £6 talk with Bransten to get certain 
things straightened out in his mind so that he would know how to argue at the ! 
conference. Bransten agreed to see David but admitted he didn't know all the 
answers to World Union, but knew it was "screwy", 


New Haven report dated 1-23-47 

Re: "Ruth Manship Hollister, was.; SMC! 
100 ~ 105058. — 37 

(18) 


CORRELATOR's Notes 


Ruth Manship Hollister was a member of the Norwalk Professional Branch 
of the Communist Party, Norwalk, Connecticut. She was also a meinber of the 
ICCASP. In 1949 she was a patient at the Tuberculosis Sanatorium, Newton, 
Connecticut, and no current CP activity in the part of Ruth was-reported since 1949. 


405 


Informant | laweeeee on April 18, 1943, the 
informant encountered Eugene Holmes (not identified} on 
lith Street, N. W. and informant told Holmes of the progress 
informant had made on informant's assignment of contacting 
the broadcasting companies. At that time Holmes asked 
informant if he had been asked to attend the party given at 
the home of Bruce Minton and Ruth McKinney, and tnformant 
answered "no." 


Washington, D. C. Report 
December 30, 1947 
100-3-65-847, page 17 


(45) 
GFIsrl 


C~319 advised in 1944 that Bob Hurley, at one time 
with the Atomic Energy Commission (but who was denied securtty 
clearance under date of August 24, 1949) was believed by infor- 
mant to be in charge of the records of the White Collar Union 
of the Communist Party. Bob Hurley had been referred to the 
Communist Party by Bruce Minton. 


Informant further stated that he had attended a party 
of new recrutts of the Communist Party and the recruits were 
addressed by Bruce Minton whose real name was Richard Bransten 
and who stated he was a member of the Communist Party and hoped 
all those present would become Communists. 


Washington, D. C. report, 8-11-47 
Re: "Carl Robert Hurley, ABFA- 
Employee" 

LI6-16333—9, p. 2. 

(46) 


6319 -advised that in 19), the records' of the White Collar Union 
of the Communist Party at Washington, D. C., included the name of one Bob 
Hurley who resided at 301 Ordway Street N. W. This informant also furnished 
information that Bruce Minton,self-admitted Communist, referred to Bob 
Hurley as a Commnist. 

San Francisco report 5-6-118 
Re: "Communist Infiltration of 
Radiation Laboratory, University 

of California, Berkeley, California, 
TS-Rt 
100~190625-28h2, p. 11 

(40) 


108 


GFJ:rad 


The report of SA Paul H. Livingston, made at New 
Haven, Connecticut, on January 25, 1943 reflects that Matthew 
Josephson and his wife, Hannah Josephson, resides at Gaylordsville, 
Connecticut, and were very friendly with Er. and Mrs. Malcolm 
Cowley and that the Josephsons reportedly visited Russia in 
approximately 1939. Neighbors of the Josephsons at Gaylordsville 
reported that it was rumored that they were Communists. The 
Josephsons were friends of Ruth McKenney, who was expelled from 
the Communist Party with her husband, Richard Bransten, in 1947 
for deviation from the Communist Party line. 


New Haven report dated 6-S-49 
Re: "Matthew Josephson, was., 
Security Matter - oC" 

100-3 70312-7 

(S) 


In the "Daily Worker" for January 30, 197, George Morris 
wrote an article entitled, "Left! Red-Baifer Left Behind in Poll", 
in which he stated that Alice Burkhart Junker, who claimed that the 
Communist Party was not "Left enough for her, had been defeated for 
the post of Financial Secretary of the A. Schrader Company Shop Com- 
mittee of UE Local \75. He.quoted Alice Burkhart Junker as saying 
that she was opposed to all aypeasers, especially those who were 
members of the U.S. Communist Party. lorris referred to Alice Burk- 
hart Junker as an expelled Communist Party member ‘associated with 
Ruth licKenney and Bruce ifinton, Verne Smith, William F. Iunne, and 
Lyle Lowling. 


Alice Burkhart Junker was euplsaed by A. Schrader Company, 
h70 VandérbiltiAvenue, Brooklyn, and she was active in the UERMMA, 
Local 75. As of July 8, 197, she was chairman of the "New Com- 
mittee for Publications", and was expelled from her Industrial Club 
in the. Communist Party on October 21, 196. She later became a mem- 
ber of a liarxist Group antagonistic to the Communist Party, USA. 


New York report dated 7~-8-1;7 

Re: "Alice Burkhart Junker, was; SM-C" 
100-12688-31, page 2 

(50) 


The following information was taken from an MC Summary dated 
Washington, D. C., February 7, 1944: 


"2-7~44, 10:10 a.m. Bruce (Minton?) asked Ann for Lou's last 
name and address. She told him,Lou Kalb, that he lived at 1900 Biltmore, 
NW. 


MC Summary, 2-7-44 

Res "Communist Infiltration of 
CIO Maritime Committee, IS-C! 
100-203268-307 

(54) 
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‘believed to 
and eddress 
believed to 
Biltmore St 
address, th 
Kalb, whose 
Mobilizatio 


rLP : limp 


Source 2 recalled that in February, 1944, an individual 
be Bruce iinton, made ingviry of one Ann, for the nanie 
of an individual. At the time, Ann save the individual 
be Minton the name of Lou Kalb, who then lived =t 1900 

reet, U.W., Washinzston, D.C. Ey reason of name and 

e Lou Kalb so referred to was believed to be Louis 
name appeared in active indices of American Peace 

n end Washinston Peace Mobilization. 


Source 2: WFO C-~299 
Washington report cated 3-4-7 
Re: "Lonis halb, wes; Sh-C" 
100~335€15-4 

(19) (55) 
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The informant reported on June 3, 1945 that Richard Bransten, also 
known as Bruce Hinton, was invited to attend a reception for Soviet Delegates 
to be held on June 5, 1945. The meeting was to be held at the home of Charles 
Katz, prominent labor attorney and known member of th Communist Political 
Association. 


Source: CNDI LA MN-1 Los Angeles 
letter dated 11-16-45 

:.tRichard Hallock Davis, 
Loyalty of Government Employees" 
121+12978~1%5 
(11,44) 


FIB: rar 


Through surveillance of the home of Charles Katz, Com- 
munist Labor Attorney, at 2640 Carmen Crest Drive, Los Angeles, 
California, it was learned that on June 5, 1945 a reception was 
held at the Katz home for the delegates from the Soviet Union 
to the United Nations Conference which was ‘then going on in San 
Francisco. A number of prominent Communists attended this 
reception among whom were Frank Tuttle, motion picture director 
and his wife, I.L.W.U. Leader Harry Bridges, movie actor John 
Garfield, Kichard Bransten and his wife, Albert Maltz, Lou . 
Solomon, King Lardner, Jr. and John Wexley, screen writers, 
William Pomerance, Executive Secretary of the Screen Writers 
Guild, actress Dorothy Tree, Herbert Biberman, director and Dan 
and Lilith James, writers. All of these people with the excep- 
tion of Garfield and Bridges have been identified by highly 
reliable informants as being members of the*’Comnunist party. 


Los Angeles, California report, 
12—4l.S 

Re: "Frank Wright Tuttle, IS-c" 
65-29437-20 

(3) 


SI 100=-57453-145 P. 21 
(19) | 


- In the diary of Mary Jane Keeney, well-known Communist, 
which was sent in by a highly confidential source, there appears 
the following item: 


"8-25-45. Leisurely breakfast and some talk with Joe 
(Bernstein). His non-appearance due to reason we suspected. 
Still drigzling. Leave about 9:45. Stop in Newport to see 
Richard and Ruth (Bransten?). Bill Blake and Christina Stead (?) 
there. Conversation is fast and brilliant. Rk. & EF. (Richard and 
Ruth) on point of resigning from N.M. (New Masses) but not sure 
whether to do it quietly or with a blast. Richard developed ulcers 
from unrest and dissatisfaction during winter.s.....” 


Washington, D. C. report 12-23-46 
Re: "Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
Espionage - R" 

65~56402-1938, p. Ol 

(1) 


In a memorandum, reference was made to a telephone 
communication of Supervisor Tuohy of the New York Office with 
the New Haven Office on the afternoon of March 3, 1947 advising 
that Mary Jane heeney, well-known Communist, was proceeding to 
Stamford, Connecticut to spend the evening with Richard Bransten 
and his wife, Ruth Mecikenney Bransten. 


CNHT-38 advised that Mrs. Keeney did visit the Bran- 
stens on March 4th. 


Memorandum to the Director from 
New Haven, 3-4-47 
Re: "Mary Jane Keeney, SM-C" 
Lees 

2 


NYT-447 ascertained that Mary Jane and Philip Keeney 
(well-known Communists), have had voluminous correspondence with 
Richard and kuth Bransten, well-known writers, both. of whom have 
been previously investigated by the New York Office, as well as 
with Joseph Bernstein (not otherwise identified), with whom the 
Keeneys have been in close association for a number of years. 


(No date of information given) 
New York report, 10-6-47 

Re: "Mary Jane Keeney, IS-K" 
101-467-33, p. & 

(20) 


GFJ:db 


2, at ‘ 


Charles Lawrence Keith, a member of the Waterfront 
Section, Communist Party, USA, for factionalism, was expelled in 
December, 1945. Ina letter sent from P.R. Club, C.P., 1703 
Washington Avenue, Bronz, N.Y. to Communists in NYC, Keith was 
listed with Sam Darcy, Ruth McKenney, Bruce Minton, William F. 
Dunne and Verne Smith as persons expelled by the C.P. The 
letter was entitled: "An SOS to all Communists from the P.R. 
Club, C.P." Keith is now a National Steward of the National 
Maritime Union. ; 


Sources Letter to the Director 
from New York dated 11-1-46 
Re: "Sam Adams Darcy, was; 
Internal Security - ¢"- 
61-6593-209 

(62) 
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During an interview by Bureau Agents with lirs. Nell Amelia 
King, at the home of her daughter, 3282 Alberfoyle Place, N.W., Wash- 
ington, D. G., on February 14, 1950, Mrs. King adviséd that she’ had 
met Richard’ and Ruth Bransten in Brussels, Belgium, where the Branstens 
lived. Mrs. King said that she had an extremely high regard for the 
Branstens and did not think they were members of the Communist Party 
and had never heard anyone say they were Communists. 


Washington, D. G. report 3~2-50 
Re: "Mrs. Nell’ Amélia King, IS-R" 
100-215006-11h, pe h 

(2) 


GFJsrad 


. CNHIH#38 reported on Sept. 5, 1945, that Ruth McKenney Bransten advised 
Helen Seldes, (Communist Party member), and informant that at a meeting of the , 
Norwalk Branch of the Communist Party, held on the previous evening, Rasmus K. Kling, 
Communist, had made a motion to dissolve the Norwalk Branch because he did not 
want to be in the same branch with Richard Bransten. 


New Haven Conn. report 12-19-46 
Re: "Rasmus K. Kling, SM-C" 
(4) 


ee 


Grs:fh 
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related that Rasmus Saerenson Kling, Communist Party member, was 
present at a meeting of the Norwalk Communist Party at the home of Bruce Minton 
at 48 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut. (No date of meeting given.) 


Informant further reported that Kling also attended another Communist 
Party meeting at the Minton home on February 28, 1946. 


New Haven, Conn. report 824-49 


Re: "Rasmus Saerenson Kling, SM-C! 


100-73 VW 26 
(35)? Up 


~_ 3 
GFU:fh . Ven 


On May 17, 195, Special Agents of the San Francisco Fiela 
Division observed Felix Kusman, key Communist figure in the New York 
City Field Division, entering the Ritz Restaurant, 65 Post Street, at 
1:15 P.M. with Louise Bransten. At that time he had lunch with Bransten 
and her ex-husband, Richard Bransten. 


San Francisco report 7-L6-)5 
Re: "Felix Kusman, IS-R" 
100-1),6288-81, p. 8 

(13) ; 


hee 


CPJ:rad 


|__]reportea that Bruce Minton of the "New Masses" 
and Adam Lapin of the "Daily Worker" were both notified and 


requested to write a feature article on the report of the Kil- 
gore Committee which was a spectat committee to investigate the 


National Defense Program, 


(No date of information given.) 
Washington, D. C. Field Division 
letter to the Director, 10-21-43. 
Re: "Opal Essant , SM-C" 
62-63307-6 

(31) 


{ _laavisea that on October 22, 1943, he heard James 
Branca, airman of the Local Communist Party, ask Mrs. Eva L. 


Lapin, correspondent for the "Daily Worker" in Washington, D. C., 
whether she could get someone.to help her and Mrs. Lapin advised 
that she thought she could get Ruth and Richard, apparently 

referring to huth Mckenney and her husband Richard Bransten, both 


members of the party. (Apparently reference to "help" was in re- 
gards to help getting recruits.) 


Washington, D. C. report 
1-2b bly 

Re: "Mrs. Eva L. Lapin, SM-C" 
ao 

2 


CL~914 advised on March 25, 1944, that on that evening there was 
to be a party for Ralph Putmam Laundy, member of the Ohio Communist Party 
Committee, at 17707 Glenshire Road, Cleveland, Ohio, (listed in the telephone 


directory. to John Biebel, reported Party member.) Bruce Minton was to attend 
this party. — 


Cleveland, Ohio report 6-16-44 
Re: "Ralph Putnam Laundy, SM-Ct 
100-195873~3 

(54) 


According to CNDI LA NM-1, on June 5, 1945, Kenneth Howard, 
key figure in the Communist Party in Los Angeles, arranged for a luncheon 
meeting with Bruce Minton on instructions of John K, Lawson, Union leader 
of the Communist element in the motion picture and radio industry. This 
meeting was for the purpose of reprimanding Minton because of remarks he 
made at a meeting sponsored by the People's Educational Center. 


Informant also report that Howard was responsible for perfecting 
arrangements to conduct a Political Affairs Institute in Westwood Village, 
Los Angeles, to be jointly sponsored by the Beverly~Westwood Democratic 
Committee and the People's Educational Center on June 10, 1945. Featured 
speakers on this program were John K. Lawson, Richard Branston, Sanford 
Goldner, Thomas L. Harris and Marguerite Clark. Lawson, Branston and 
Goldner are all known to the members of the Communist Party. 


Los Angeles report 1-18-l6 

Res "Kenneth Winslow Howard, IS-C" 
100~266))17-9 

(23, 9) 


_. A26 


GFJ:rad 
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On September 20, 1944, Source B advised that R. S. 
Avery as treasurer of the People's Educational Association, 
acknowledged a coritribution from Richard Bransten, 1427 N. King 
Road, Los Angeles.  o* 


[| surmise a mimeographed letter reflecting 7D 
that there wo e a meeting of the teachers of the Hollywood and 
Downtown Center Schools, on Friday, Feb. 2, 1945 at the auditorium, 
766 N. Vermont, and all individuals interested were invited to 
attend. Source B reported that Bruce Minton, Sanora Babb, Emma 

Lu Davis, Dorothy Baruch, Dr. Frank I. Davis, Morton Grant, Edward 
Dmytryk, Michael Uris and Ben Borzman were among the teachers 

who were to be present. 


A change of quarters for the People's Educational 
Association from the downtown area was suggested by John Williamson, 
National Secretary of the Communist Political Association. Prior 
to this suggestion a meeting was held at the home of Abraham Burrows 
and contact for the use of his home, according to DARE-1, was made 
by Elizabeth Leach, known Communist Party member. She in turn 
contacted Ken Howard, known Communist, advising that this home 
covld be used. She was in further contact with Jane Wallace, 
referring to the following individuals and whether it would be 
proper to find them: ; 


Mischa Altman 
William Pomerance 
Katherine Baker 
Pauline Lauber 
John Howard Lawson 
Arnold Manoff 
Alice Orans 

Bert Cooper 


Arthur Birnkrant 


Bernard Lusher 
Mayer Frieden 
Carl Brandt 

Sam Goodwin: 
Philip Connelly 
Morris Rapaport 
Earnest Dawson 


Marjorie Fiske 
Norvalle Crutcher 
Bruce Minton , 
Emil Freed 

Helga Weigert 
Albee Slade 
George Bradley 
Frank Green 

La Rue McCormick 


All the above are known to be Communists or close 
followers of the Communist line. (No date of this information 
given). 
Source B is a high 


Muary ; ° 
Los Angeles report 


4/16/45 


Re: "People's Educational 


Association, IS-C" 


100-24.7118-12, p. 29, 60, 71 


(23, 62) 
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On October 25, 1943, a man named Tuck probably 
Louis Tuckman) asked Manny Levin (not identified) to give 
him the telephone number of Bruce Minton. Levin said 


Woodley 2779. 
bT7 


Re: "Communist Farty, U.S .Acy 
District No. 4, Washington Field 
Diviston; JS-C" 

WFO report dated 11/2/48. 
100-3-60-287 

(49) 


RLP:eb 


CWP-1 furnished a representative of the New Haven Field Division 
with a fragmentary portion of a letter dated February 1h, 1947, apparently 
written by Private Richard Levine stationed at Fort George Wright, Spo- 
kane, Washington. This letter was addressed to Ruth McKenney, wife of 
Richard Bransten, and asked for information relating to Communist material 
as Levine was apparently interested in the Communist Party movement. 


Memorandum to the Director from 
New Haven, Connecticut, 3~7-l:7 
Re: "Private Richard Levine, 
ASN~11078065# 

100-31,9808-1 

(16) 


L239 
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From a teletype to New York from Washington, D. C. dated 
10-9-46 it was learned that on October 8, 1946, heba Lewis, daugh- 
ter of Rose Leaf Anderson, known Party member, contacted Helen 
Silvermaster and stated she had called up Richard Bransten and 
she and Roger (Lewis), assistant professor of medicine, Johns 
Hopkins, visited him and had a long talk. 


Teletype, New York to Washington, 


D. C. 10-9-46 
Re: "Gregory, Espionage — R" 
6 5. 56402-1651" 


GFJ:db 
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Confidential Source A (CNDI LA EE-1) advised on Liay lh, 19h, 
that a meeting was to be’ held at Albert Maltz's home, 6526 Lindenhurst 
Avenue, Los Angeles, on the evening of May h, for the Executive Secre- 
taries of the club in the Northwest Section. Special Agents of the 
Los Angeles Field Office ‘conducted a surveillance at‘the Maltz home 
from 7:5 to 8:45 P.ui. that evening and identified, among others, 
Bruce Liinton. 


Confidential Source B (CNDI LA CL-1) participated in the con- 
ference at which Elizabeth Leach, Organizer, N. W. Section, and Bruce 
Winton, "New Masses" writer and Communist, according to Source B, were 
also in attendance, and he reported that Elizabeth Leach told Liinton 
that Albert Maltz was willing to do anything for the Communist Party. 
She described him as being very loyal and one who would do what the 
Party tells him to do, even though it may hurt him personally. 


Records reflect that Albert ilaltz held 193 CP, USA, Member- 
ship Book #25062 and 19) Membership Book #18639. He was also active 
in OWI - Hollywood Writers Mobilization and was on the Initiating Com- 
mittee of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization which planmed on exposure 
of the California Legislative Committee Investizating Un-American Ac- 
tivities. He also held 19) CPA Membership Card #6987 and was Execu- 

, tive Secretary of Club I, Northwest Section, Los Angeles County Com- 
munist Political Association, which was dessolved in December, 19h). 

As of January 8, 1945, he was assigned to the Southwest Cultural Group 
of the Los Angeles County Communist Political Association. 


At the above-mentioned meeting the following persons were also 
in attendance: Harjorie Potts, Organizational Secretary and Membership 
Director, N. Wi. Section. 
Bill Pomerance, Member of the Section Executive Committee, 
; -N. W. Section. 
John Howard Lawson, Chairman, N. W. Section Executive 
Committee. 


134 


iadeleine Ruthven, member of the N. W. Section Execu- 
tive Committee. 
John Sanford and Mildred Rogers, both reported to be 
finctionaries N. W. Section. 


Los Angeles report dated 7-22-h) 
Re: "Albert Maltz; Is-c! 
100-76)6-31, page 2 

(7) 

SI 1L06=76))6-65, pages 25531533 


(5) 
SI 100-76)6-l6, pages 2,3 
(9) 


advised that at a meeting held on Dec. 26, 1942 
at the home of Jewel Mazique (not otherwise identified), 1861 
California Street, Washington, D. C., Bruce Hinton, editor of 
the "New Masses", and well-known Communist, addressed the gather- 
ing. In his remarks he stated: 


"The Communists work very hard for their objectives, 
their work is an obsession with them. -It is true, however, that 
they do not win all of their fights, and one such instance is the 
loss of the Anti-Poll Tax Bill fight, but it is our intention to 
begin work on that immediately as soon as the next Congress goes 
in.session. We have been successful recently in the Transit 
Company issues (a campaign to force the Capital Transit Company, 
Washington, D. ©. to employ Negro street car and bus operators 
and this was true, because we work very hard and draw from all 
of our resources, and we do have many of them,as will be evi- 
denced in the coming fight on the Poll Tax Bill." 


Washington, D. C. report, 4-5-43 
Re: "National Committee to 
Abolish the Poll Tax, IS-c" 
62-67571-30, p. 128 

(31) 
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Source C advised that there was a Communist Party 
meeting of the Sunset Branch, Northwest Section, scheduled 
to be held on September 5, 1944, at the home of Bruce Minton, 
1427 North Kings Road. <A surveillance was conducted at that 
address by Special Agent David McCullough and it was noted 
among the several cars there that one license, number 2Y8903, 
was parked in front of the Minton home and it was registered to 
Jan RF. McLaren, 8531 Lookout Mountain Avenue. 


Souree C: CONDI LA HEI 

Los Angeles report dated 11/14/46. 
Re: “Jan R, McLaren; Alice 
McLaren; SM-cC" 

100-347102-2 

(56) 


RLP:eb 
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Confidential Informant M~95 advised that he learned that Bruce Minton 
visited Ned Sparks at CP headquarters on April 12, 1944. M-95 stated that it 
would appear that Minton was definitely a Party member in view of the tenor of 
the conversation. Minton was known to be the editor of "New Masses". 


Sparks and Minton discussed Edward McMurray. Minton did not have too 
high an opinion of McMurray, stating that he was not a real thinker, and not too 
friendly. He further stated that he probably was the best man as far as the Party 
was concerned, but that he couldn't slap him on the back too hard or trust him too 
fare Minton mentioned that he had talked to various CIO leaders throughout the 
country and that all seemed to hold McMurray in general contempt although they 
recognized him as the best man at that time in Wisconsin. 

Sparks at that time stated, "McMurray knows that we nominated him and 
elected him." Minton stated that McMurray had also told him that he knew that. 
without the warm support of the CIO", he had no chance in Wisconsin. iinton then 
stated that if McMurray would be properly handled he would be good and could be 
a leader in progressive coalition. Minton also stated that McMurray has sena~ 
torial possibilities. Sparks: agreed that that was so, and that he had already 
been sounded out by Mel Heinritz and had agreed to run, provided he could get 
labor support. 


Melvin Heinritz was reported a CPA member, Business Representative 
of State, County, Municipal Workers of America, CIO, Secretary~Treasurer, WSIUC, 
Executive Board Member, MIUCe 


Ned Sparks was Wisconsin State CPA President/ 


Milwaukee report dated 7421e44 
Re: "Communist Infiltration of CIO 
Industrial Union Councils; Milwaukee 
Field Division; Internal Security (C)" 
— 100-B30A9=30=72ip Ze = 
: (60) 


» 00; 


REP: fh . 


Lewis Merrill, one of the leading stalwarts of the C.I.0. 
Political Action Committee, was sponsor and speaker of a "New Masses" 
rally, held at Manhattan Center on April 12, 1942. Associated with 
him in this capacity were contributors of the "Daily Worker”, Ruth 
McKenney and Bruce Minton. 


Source: Special Committee on 
Un-American Activities, House 
of Representatives 78 Congress. 
Re: "Political Action Committee 
C.L 00, 3-29-44. 

57-407-424 pe 127 

(44) 


FIB:djb 


The Los Angeles Office has reported that a highly confidential 
and reliable source informed that in May, 195, James Walter Miller's 
“name and address appeared among the personal effects of Richard Brans- 
ten when Bransten returned from the United Nations Conference in San 
Francisco. Miller claimed to be a representative of the "Russky Golos", 
(Miller has translated items in American publications for the Russian 
Consulate. ) 


San Francisco report 3-20-l:7 
Re: "James Walter Miller, IS-R" 
100-3261)23-83, p. 3 

(16) 


GFJ:rad 


a 


[_Jaavisea that Althea Moore, Communist Party member, was 
observed attending a meeting of the "Daily Worker" readers of the District 
of Columbia at 1421 T. Street, N.W., on November 26, 193. According to 
Informant, Bruce Minton was the principal speaker at this meeting. 


Washington, D. C. report 1-26-hh 

Re: "Rirs. Althea Grosser Moore, was., 
SHC" 

100-20h161- h, p. 

(55) 


Above informant advised that James Moore, Organizer for Inter 
national Longshorements and Warehousemen's Union, was also present at 
the above-described meeting. 


Washington, D.C. report 2-21-h), 
Re: "James Madison Moore, IS-0" 
100-20))161-6 

(55) 


GFJ:rad 


On April 12, 1944, Bruce Minton, former Washington editor of the 
'New Masses'', conferred with Josephine Nordstrand, Ned Sparks and Esther Eisenscher, 
Communist Party member and stenographer in District 18, CP: Headquarters. 
Minton stated that the purpose of his swing through Wisconsin was to contact 
people both favorable and unfavorable to the Communist Party and obtain from 
them a political picture of the state so that he might.write on the Wisconsin 
State Conference on Social Legislation. He further stated that it was not his 
job on this trip to, convert peoplé to their way of thinking. 


Josephine Nordstrand was secretary (Executive) of the Wisconsin 
State Conference on Social Legislation and she was a Communist. 


Ned Sparks was secretary of the Communist Party, District 18, state 
of Wisconsin; member of the State Committee, Communist Party. 


Milwaukee report dated 5~12~-44 

Re: "Wisconsin State Conference on 
hia ne praerry ed 

(47) 
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An informant advised on August 8, 1945 that one Lt. Alec 
North (phonetic) telephonically contacted Ruth Bransten (wife of 
Richard Bransten). North stated he had been in the U.S. Army for 
three years and appeared to be an old friend of Ruth Bransten who 
was surprised to hear the length of his service in the Army. He 
was assigned to the Army Special Service Division of the War: Dept. 
Stationed in New York City dealing with hospital activities. He 
advised that he had also written several scores for the Office of 
War Information and had also worked on scores for Benny Goodman, 
the dance orchestra leader, during the past winter. 


The reason for his call was that the staff of the Wakeman 

General Hospital in Indiana had desired to put on a show at that 
hospital with the cast made up from patients and it had been 
decided that McKenney's story "My Sister Fileen" would be the 
production and it was desired that sme of the actors who had held 
leading parts in the New York production of this play be requested 
to go to Indiana and assist and he also requested that Mrs. Bran- 
sten make this trip, expenses paid. In reply, Ruth Bransten stated 
that she would like to assist but desired to discuss the matter 
with Richard Bransten first as she was not sure whether some sort 
of conflict might arise because of her political views and recalled 
that in California she had been turned down after volunteering her 
services to the American Red Cross to teach a class in writing for 
the via "you know why" (apparently referring to her political 
views). : 


Lt. North stated that he did not believe this was the 
Same sort of thing and that no difficulty would arise. On August 
9, 1945, Lt. North again contacted Ruth Bransten from New York City 
at which time she declined the invitation previously offered due to 
her poor physical condition and the shortage of the servant help. 
During this conversation, Lt. North recalled being acquainted with 
Gunnar Michelson, a resident of Ridgefield, Connecticut, with whom 
they were mutually acquainted. Michelson is a radio script writer 
of soap operas and other national radio programs, also the subject 
of a closed New Haven Security Matter - ¢ file. 


During this conversation it was indicated by Lt. North 
that he would be desirous of obtaining the services of Gunnar Mickel- 
son for the above purpose. However, Ruth Bransten stated that 
Hiclelson had been t11 and depressed of late. Lt. North stated 
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that he had recommended Mickelson to the War Department for a 
postition as a writer. However, it had not come through as 
Mickelson was not a citizen of the U.S. 


Source: CNHT - 38 

Report dated 9-25-45 

New Haven, Connecticut 

Re: "Mrs. Richard Bransten, 
Internal Security - ¢" 
1100-13225 = 76 

(10) 


FLB:djb 
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The following information was received form an X Summary dated at 
Washington, D. C., March 22, 1943: 


1322-43, 9:04 A.M., X~2618-2. Bruce Minton, 'New Masses! Magazine, 
told Orekhov he has sanething very important he would like to see Grekhov about. 
Minton said he was, unfortunately, in a hurry. An appointment was made for 
10:00A.M. today." 


65=3.0092=L071 
ia 


The following information was received from an X Summary dated at 
Washington, D. C., April 3, 1943: 


WAsd433 4:10 P.M. Bruce Minton, "New Masses! asked Orekhov if he 
remembered the date of the treaty between Russia and Czechoslavakia setting out 
the post-war boundaries of Czechoslavakia. Orekhov asked Minton to get in touch 
with him tomorrow for this confirmation." 


Opi O092= 1089 


GFI:fh 
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In the testimony of former S. A. Louis J. Russell before 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities on October 30, 19:7, 
it was learned that Louise Bransten, former wife of Richard Bransten, 
editor of'New Masses", was active in a campaign started in the year 
190, for the purpose of purchasing Gerhart Hisler's way out of a 
concentration camp in France. 


The records of the State Department disclosed that on April 
26, 1933, a family passport was issued to Richard Bransten and his 
wife, Louise Rosenberg Bransten. 


Russell testified that Louise Bransten was active in the 
Min the Peace" organization until her departure from New York on 
February 1), 197. He also testified that Charles A. Page, an em- 
ployee of the State Department from about 1928 to 1933, was in con- 
* tact with, among others, Gerhard Hisler. Also, Page was in corre- 
spondence with Lovise Bransten with reference to a person believed 
to be Gerharc Eisler. 


Russell further testified that on December 29, 1943, Louise 
Bransten was a guest at a dinner given by Lement U. Harris of Cappaqua, 
New York. Gerhard Eisler was also present at this dinner. 


Memorandum to the Director from 
D. Mi. Ladd, dated 11~17-7. 

Re: tHouse Comittee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities"! 

61-7582-1)88 

(1h, bh) 


GFJ:rad 


advised that Bruce Minton-was the principal speaker 
at a regular meeting of the Oth A. D. Communist Club of the Los Angeles 
County Communist Political Association, November 22, 19h, at the Music 
Genter at 25263 Brooklyn Avenue, Los Angeles, California. Following the 
talk by Minton a general discussion was had by the members in which Charles 
Samuel Painter, Communist, participated. § 


Los Angeles report 1-16-15 

Re: "Charles Samuel Painter, IS-C! 
100-201:997=17 

(56) 
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By teletype from San Francisco it was reported that Susan 
Brandenstein Park was a cousin of Richard Brandenstein, alias Richard 
Bransten and cousin of Mrs. John Walton Dinkelspiel, nee Clara Bransten, 
sister of Richard Bransten who was then in Florida where her husband, a 
lieutenant in the U. S. Navy, was stationed. 


Teletype from San Francisco to 
the Director, 1-11-)) 

Re: "Comrap" 

100-203581-11,00 

Cy, 24) 
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On August 25, 1946 Jean Pastor told Confidential 
Informant T-3 (CNHT-38} and Lillian Fletcher that a meeting of 
the Norwalk Workers! Branch of the Communist Party was held that 


day at_the home of Richard Bransten, and that she attended that 
meeting. 


Jeanne Pastor was in contact with Michael A. Russo 
and Joseph Roberts at CP Headquarters, Bridgeport, Conn., and - 
swas a member of the CP National Committee. 


New Haven report dated 12/13/46 
Re: "Jeanne Adleman Pastor, 
was; Internal Security-C" 

et eked 

14) 
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William L. Patterson, Assistant Director of the Abraham 
Lincoln School, (Chicago Workers School) advised| that Bruce b7D 
Minton, Washington Editor of the "ew lasses", would be in Chicago 
during the week of April 17, 19h, and that he was very anxious to 
have liinton do something on the South Side. 


This informant also reported tnat Fred Ptashne, member of 


the School Board, had dinner with Bruce ilinton the evening of April 
21, L9kh. 


The same informant learned that Bruce Tinton would probably 
pay a visit to the School April 22, 19h. 


Chicago report dated 5-6-l 
Re: Abraham Lincoln School 
(Chicago Workers School); IS-C# 
100~11507-255, page 

(45) 


e 


William L. Patterson, Assistant Dire e Abraham TLin- 
coln School (Chicago Workers School), oe aap ee Bruce Lin- 
ton, Washington Editor of the "New Masses", was going to speak at the 
Grand Ballroom of the Hamilton dotel, Chicago, on April 23, 19h. 

He told the informant that iiinton's topic would be "Secret Plot Against 
America", He also advised the informant that Earl B. Dickerson, a 
rember of the Board of Directors of the Abraham Lincoln School, would 
sit on the platform at this meeting and would make some remarks on 
Fascist enemies of the United States. 


Arthur Stern, art program director, edvised____ tnat 
Goldie Shapiro (unidentified) had requested him to conduct group 
singing at a house party to be held on Yay 22, 194k, for Bruce Iin- 
ton of the "New Liasses", but that he had to decline. 


Chicago report dated )-25-hh . 
Re: "Abraham Lincoln School 
(Chicago Workers School), IS-G* 
100-11507~2h7, page 5 

(45) 
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furnished a printed leaflet of the People's Educa~ 
tional Association which reflected that on April 15, 195, Dr. Robert 
Pettengill would speak on the Economic Problems of the Peace. This was 
one of a series of meetings at which the following were the speakers: 
John Howard Lawson; Bruce Minton; Dr. Dean E. McHenry; John Steuben; 
Dr. Frank C. Davis and Dr. Wilbert EL. Hindman. 


Los Angeles report )-27-))8 

Res "Council on Atomic Implications, 
Is-c , : 
LO0=353581-3, pe h 

(43) 
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Informant Robert M advised on June 17, 190, that Frances Pindyck, 
also known as Frances Bella Pindek, Mrs. Edward J. Cantor, Frances Cantor, in 
191, was known to be a contact of Jessica Smith, editor of Soviet Russia today, 
and Richard Bransten. (Pindyck is a sister of Sylvester Pindyck, former Agent 
in Charge of the Special Investigative Department of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service.) fe 


% 


' 


New York report 1-5-8 
Re: "Alan Herman, IS-R" 
100-572-16 pe. 12. = 
(12, 35) 


GFJ:fh 
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Bruce linton, Washington Editor of the "New Masses" 
was in town during April and informant made available an invitation 
for an informal reception for Bruce Minton to be held at the home 
of Jacob Pohn, 742 W. Buena Terrace, on April 22nd at 8:30 p.m. 
Acceptance replies to the invitation were to be addressed to 
Beatrice Johnson, 1652 S. Millard Avenue, telephone, Crawford 


$225 ° 


b7D 
‘ Source: 
Chicago report dated 5-29-44 
Re: "Communist Party, USA, 
District No. 8, _. 
Chicago Field Division; IS-C" 
100-3~14-2208 pp. 43, 44 
33 
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Confidential Informant T-10 (C-299) advised that 
Bruce Minton, also known as Richard Bransten, the former husband 
of Louise Bransten, and later the husband of, Ruth McKinney, was 
in contact with Donald Pond, who was the boyfriend of Myrtle 
Powell, and employed as Secretary at the Yugoslav Embassy, 
Washington, D. C. in 1947. Powell was previously vice-president 
of Washington Peace Mobilization, and was known to be a member 
of the Communist Party in the District of Columbia. 


; Washington report 
. dated 12/20/17 
Re: "Myrtle Bernice Powell, 
Internal Security - Cc" 
100~2964.80-4 p. 4 : 
(17) (48) 


NYM-160 advised that Loutse and ichard Bransten, well- 
known Communists, had sertous marital difficulties and that Mrs. 
Bransten was represented legally by Martin Popper and Richard 
Wolf, Communist attorneys. 


(No date of information given) 
New York City report 5-29-46 
Re: "Martin Popper, IS-R" 
105-1913-22, pe 7 

(19) 
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The informant advised on September 15, 19), Vladimir Posenér 
(Communist member) called Richard Bransten to tell him that he spoke 
at the Iiusicians Congress, the previous night and he advised Bransten 
he would be able to get some information if he would call the Screen 
Writers Guild. 


He stated that the "Free World" had requested a copy of his 
speech and that Bransten was to get permission from the Musicians Con- 
gress and that Posener would give him the text of his address. 


Los Angeles indices reflect that Richard Bransten is the 
divorced husband of Louise Bransten, San Francisco, who was a fre- 
quent contact of Gregori Kheifets, (not identified), Richard Bran- 
sten was a writer for the "New Masses", under the name of Bruce Min- 
ton. He is a Communist Party member and active in various party 
organizations. 


CAP-17 

Los Angeles report dated 12-1-h 
Re: Vladimir Posener, Internal 
Security-R# 

65-38096-10 

(32) 
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In a small black notebook of Vladimir Posener (CPA member) 
the name Richard Bransten, 2939 Newark Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 


was among a number of others. 


FLB:rad 


C.N.D.I. L.A. CAP-1O 

Los Angeles report 3-10-)5 

Re: "Vladimir Posener, Internal 
Security-R! , 

65~-38096—Lh 

(3) 
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On June 26, 19), CNDI DA EE-1 advised that Marjorie Potts, 
Northwest Section Membership Director of Los Angeles, ‘contacted Mrs. 
Sol Fishman, wife of the Chief Latin American Editor of the Tass News 
Agency, and asked that they keep the following Saturday afternoon open 
for a meeting with Bruce Minton and Ruth McKenney. This meeting was 
held at the home of Bruce Minton and was for the purpose of discussing 
the nature of material to be placed in an issue of "New Masses" regard- 
ing the cultural side of the Movie Industry. A-surveillance of this 
meeting reflected that it was attended by approximately 20 leaders of 
the Communist Party in the Northwest Section. However, neither Sol i 
Fishman nor his wife were identified as being present at this meeting. 


Los Angeles report 8-25-l 
Re: "Sol Fishman, SM-C" 

’ . 100~212789-9 
(56) 


GFJ:rad 


On April 4, 1944 there was a meeting of the "Forun for 
Democracy” at 1925 South Third Street, Louisville, Kentucky. The 
meeting was addressed by Bruce Minton, Washington Correspondent 
for "New Masses*, Present at this meeting were 13 individuals 
including Michael Powsner, all known to be Communists. 


Sources [| 
Louisville, Kentucky report 
dated 6-18-48 
Re: Michael (NMI) Powsner, 
Lae" 

121-8818=7 

(40) 


GFJ:db 
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_  deon Pressman testified before the House of Representatives, 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Washington, D. C., on August 27, 
1950. Leon Pressman stated that Richard Bransten was in Washington, 
BD. C. from 1942 or 1943 to 194, and that he, Pressman, was a guest 
at itr. Bransten's home while he was in Washington. On one of these 
occasions he identified Nathan Gregory Silvermaster as being there 
and possibly Paul Robeson. 


Pressman also stated that lr. Richard Bransten was a member 
of the Communist Party. 


Leon Pressman acknowledged he once belonged to a Communist 
Underground Group (Ware Group). 


"The New York Times", 8-28-50 | 
New York report dated 9-29-50 
Re: "Leon Pressman, was. IS-C 
100~11820-512, pages 59,60,61 
(8) (25) (36) 
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A highly confidential source of known reliability advised that . 
the name, Leslie Reade, with no further identification, was mentioned in 


correspondence from Richard Branston to Louise Branston on February 27, 
19h0. 


New York report 3-1))-50 

Re: "Alix Simon Reuther, IS-R" 
1L00~356205-—20 

(22) 
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CL-902 on March 23, 1944, advised that Bruce Minton of the 
"New Masses" (reported weekly CPA propoganda vehicle) in New York 
and Washingon, (D. C.) arrived in Cleveland on the same date and 
said he had several appointments, one with Marie Price (reported 
CPA’member) who was to arranse a meeting for him with Richard Edison 
Reisinger, a key figure. . Reisinger was re-elected without opposition 
in May, 1946 as President of Cleveland Industrial Union Council, CIO 
(Communist Controlled). He is reported to be Vice-Chairman of the 
ClO Political Action Vommittee of Cuyahoga County, Ohio. 


Cleveland report dated 11-15--44 
Re:" Richard Edison Reisinger;IS5-C" 
100-20462-6 

(51) 
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In the investigation of William kemington, the following 
information was furnished on Bruce Minton as an associate and con- 
tact of Remington: "Ann Remington has stated that shortly after 
she and William hemington moved to Washington, D. C. in May, 1940, 
Bruce Minton contacted her requesting that she perform research 
and reporting for him, and in general, report Washington news 
for Minton's use as writer and contributor to various publications." 

Washington, D.C. report 7-24-50 
Ret "William Walter hemington, 
Per jury" ; 
74-1379-66 , Pe Bis 52 

(7, 35) 
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In an interview on May 26, 1950, with Mrs. Ann Remington (former 
wife of William Walter Remington), it was learned that Bruce Minton, Com- 
munist writer who was Washington's representative for "New Masses", had 
requested Ann to do some work for him in digging up news bits and items 
about Liberal and Left Wing groups in Washington. 


Remington had opposed this as did Helen (Elizabeth Bentley), 
as they did not want to focus any attention on the Remingtons. 


Washington, D. CG. report 6-7-50 
Re: "William Walter Remington, LGB" 
121-6159-576, p. 1h 

(45) 
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On August 29, 19h, Richard Bransten, ex-husband of Louise 
Bransten, visited San Francisco and while in that city, visited Her- 
bert Resner, known Comaunist Party member and local attorney. Louise 
Bransten attempted to have Tlilliam Schneiderman meet with Richard 
Bransten at a supper to be given in her home. Richard Bransten was 
then: residing in Los Angeles, California. 


Confidential Informants SF-1301 

and SF-10),0 

San Francisco ‘report dated 12~2-hh 
Re: "Louise Rosenberg Bransten, was, 
Internal Security-R, Refer 5-I-S" 
100-17139-118, page 13 i 
(10) 
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T~L advised that from information in his possession a meet~ 
ing of the "Daily Worker" leaders of the District of Columbia was held 
on November 26, 1943 at Moses Hall, 121 T Street N.W. This meeting 
was called py-the Daily Worker Committee of the Communist Party and had 
as its speaker Bruce Minton. At this meeting it was decided to have 
a meeting of the Communist Party in January; time, place and program 
to be decided by a Special Arrangements Committee tor which Griffin Rich- 
’ ardson,former member of the City Committee of the local Comnunist Party, 
voluntesred. James Branca, Robert Paul, Virgil Akeson, Casey Gurewitz 
and Florence Plotnick, all known members of the Communist Party also 
volunteered to serve on the committee. 


(T-L not further identified) 
Washington, D. CG. report 5-19—)); 
Re: "Griffin W. Richardson, SM-C" 
100~307))56—1 

(61) 
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On April ), 1945, CNDI LA EE-1 reported that Frederic Irwin 
Rinaldo, member of the Benjamin Franklin GPA Club in Los Angeles, told him 
he had been asked to attend a meeting at the home of John Howard Lawson, 
h5h2 Coldwater Canyon to discuss the future of the "New Masses" magazine 
in the Los Angeles area. A surveillance of this meeting conducted by 
Bureau Agents resulted in identifying Elizabeth Leach Glenn, Arnold Man~ 
off and Richard Bransten and his wife. All of these individuals are know 
to be members of the Los Angeles County Communist Political Association. 


Los Angeles report 5-7-5 | 
Re: "Frederic Irwin Rinaldo, IS-C" 
100=—233281-9 

: (15, 6h) 
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On August 22, 194), CNDE LA EE-L reported that a meeting of 
Branch H of the Northwest Section of the Communist Party would be held 
that evening at the home of Bruce Minton, 127 Kings Road. A surveillance 
of this address by Bureau Agents was conducted that evening and among 

the cars observed to arrive whose occupants entered the premises was 

@ car registered to R. B. Roberts who was known to have been a member 

of the Communist Party. R. B. Roberts was in the United States Army 

at that time, indicating that the woman driving the car was possibly 
Kathryn Roberts, wife of R. B. Roberts. 


Los Angeles report 12-8-)) 

Re: "Kathryn Etta Jane Roberts, SM-C" 
1L00~336927-1, pe 5 

(59) 


According to -CNHM~29, on August 6, 1946, Joseph Roberts, then 
State Chairman of the CP, remarked that a meéting of the Norwalk Branch 
of the CP had been held on August 25, 1946, at the home of Bruce Minton. 
Roberts had remarked that it would be necessary to get rid of the "can- 
cerous growth in this branch. He also stated that Epstein was at this 
meeting. 


CNHT-38 stated on September 7, 1916 that according to Ruth 
Bransten, Max Epstein, active Communist, defended Richard Bransten at 
the time he was expelled from the Party and that Epstein would be dropped 
‘ and not permitted to re-register in January, 1917. 


New Haven, Connecticut report 
12-28-18 

Re: "Max Jack Epstein, SM-C" 
100-251139-20 

(2, 62) 
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On March 3, 1943, Jerome Issac Roman went to Washington, D. C. where 
he remained for several days working with Bruce Minton, well known Communist and 
contributor to "New Masses", toward unifying various antagonistic elements in 
order to achieve cooperation in the drive to repeal the Poll Tax, launched by 

the National Committee to abolish the Poll Tax. Prior to leaving for Washington, 
Roman had held a long conference with Gene Dennis, National Committee member of 
the Communist Party, U. S. A., during which Conference Dennis advised Roman as 

to the desired methods of going about his task in Washington,D. C. It was noted 
in the'Daily Workécr of March 10, 1943, that a conference sponsored by the 
National Committee to abolish the Poll Tax was held in Washington, D. CG. , on 
March 9, 1943, which conference had the combined support of the American Feder~ 
ation of Labor, the CIO and the Railroad Brotherhoods. Representative George H. 
Bender, Ohio Republican, acted as Chairman. The"Daily Worker" stated "Seven 
Congressmen representing diverse political groups joined in a formal announcement 
that they have formed a coalition to repeal the Poll Tax Laws of the South." 

On the basis of the information reported by Tel (NYT-26), it would seem obvious 
that Minton and Jerome, advised by Dennis, were working towards this unification. 


Jerome Isacc Roman has been Managing Editor of "The Communist" since 
July, 1944. He was New York State CP delegate to the National Convention at — 
NYC on May 20, 1944. Investigation indicated that Roian was considered an out 
standing Marxist scholar and literary figure in the’ Communist Party of America, 
his activities being confinéd to teaching, speeches, editorial duties, literary 
criticisms and writing books and magazine articles, as well as counseling 
others regarding their writings. 


“New York report dated 11-2-44 
Res"tJerome Isaac Roma, was: IS-C" 


100 ~6108—7 % Pe 3 
(51) 


On August 15, 194, a surveillance was conducted by Special 
Agent Fred G. Dupuis of the Los Angeles Field Division in the vicinity « 
of the residence of Kay Ruskin, of 839% Westmount Drive, who had been 
acting in the capacity of Membership Director of Club H of the Sunset 
Branch. At 7:5 Kay Ruskin left her home and traveled by streetcar to 
Santa Monica and Hayworth, where she was joined by Henry Blackfort, and 
they proceeded to Sunset Boulevard and Kings Road, where they walked to 
the residence of Bruce Minton, where it was determined a Communist meet— 
ing was in progress. 


Shirlee Pearl Davis was observed by Agent Dupuis to have. been 
parked in the vicinity of this address. 


Correlator's Notes 


Shirlee Pearl Davis served as Literature Chairman, Hank Forlies 
Communist Club, 16th CP Section, LACCP, in 196. Ina 197, she was reported 
to have been a GP member for four years. She was active as AYD leader 
and in close contact with LACCP functionaries in 195-8. She was in 
IPP work in 1948-9. 


Los Angeles report dated 11-15-l) 
Re: "Shirlee Pearl Davis, was; Sii-C" 
100-308050-5 

(601) 
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On August 16, 1944, CNDI LA EE-1 advised a meeting of 
the Sunset Branch Club H of the Northwest Section was to be held 
August 17, 1944. A surveillance was therefore maintained on 
August 17, 1944 at the residence of Kay Ruskin, Membership Director 
of Branch H, 839% Westmount Drive and she was observed to leave 
the house and proceed by street car to the residence of Henry 
and Sylvia Blankfort, Communist Party members, 1326 North Hayworth. 


Kay Ruskin and the Blankforts then proceeded to 1427 -: 
Kings Road which is the residence of Bruce Minton, 


Los Angeles report 9-29-hh 
Re: "Kay Ruskin, was.,- SM-C" 
fay pe. 3 


It is noted that the date of the surveillance in this memorandum 
is differen¢¢ than that shown in Los Angeles report dated 11-15-44, file 
#100-308050~5. However, this information is as shown in the reference. 
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CNHT-29 advised that on March 19, 19))6 a meeting of various 
Communist Party committees was held at Communist Party headquarters in 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, at which time Michael A. Russo, then State 
Secretary of the Communist Party, advised those present that Abraham 
Weinstein together with Bruce Minton, Rose HcGillicuddy and Nat Weiss 
were members of the Organizational—Educational Committee. 


New Haven, Connecticut report 

6-13-19 

Re: "Abraham Benedict Weinstein, SM-C" 
100~361170~2 

(37) 
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On September 11, 196, Confidential Informant T-1 (CNHT~38) 
advised, that Richard Bransten stated to George Seldes, that-he, Bran- 
sten, had received a letter from Louis Scala in which Louis Scala re- 
pudiated Bransten's document, and was sorry that Bransten had written 
it. Scala was also reported to have stated that although he likes 
George Seldes very much, he was quite disappointed in him in many 
ways, especially in some of the articles that Seldes had written. 


Louis Scala was on the Stamford Executive Committee of the 
Communist Party, and later was Educational Director of Stamford Com- 
munist Party. 


New Haven report dated 1-2-7 
Re: "Louis Scala; IS (C) 
100~13035-38 

(20) 


advised that at a meeting of the Norwalk Pro- 

fessional Group, Communist Party, held Oct. 15, 1945 at the home 
of Robert Patterson, (not identified), Westport, Connecticut, 
Mary Hickok (not identified) gave a report on the activities of 
the Norwalk Branch of the IcCc. After this Richard Bransten sug- 
gested that Mary Hickok contact George Seldes who would be willing 

to assist in the ICC program. Mary Hickok suggested that someone 
who knew Seldes better should do this-and Robert Patterson 
accepted the job. Subsequently, Robert Patterson told Informant 
that he did not feel that Geo. Seldes would be interested -and, 
therefore, did not get in touch with him. 


In connection with the magazine "In Fact", CNHM-38 
advised that at various times during March, 1947 George Seldes 
and Richard Bransten discussed the campaign being conducted 
against "In Fact" by the magazine "Plain Talk". Seldes advised 
Bransten that Isaac Don Levine, publisher of "Plain Taik" had 
devoted an entire edition to an article by Eugene Lyons on "In 
Fact. 


_ On March 8, 1948 the same informant reported that George 
Seldes was contemplating contacting a lawyer for legal opinion 
as to possible grounds for a suit against Levine and the magazine 
"Plain Talk". Seldes discussed this matter with Bransten. It was 
Bransten's opinion that Seldes had a good case and should make it 
clear to his lawyer that he, Seldes, and Bransten were openly 
associated with the Magazine and that Seldes knew Bransten's 
politics and when they discovered that their politics did not 
jibe, Bransten dropped out of the association. The Branstens 
were planning to leave for Europe on April 16, 1947 and Seldes 
indicated that he might ask Bransten for an affidavit before he 
left. 


New Haven, Connecticut report, 
2215-49 

Re: "George Henry Selides, IS-c" 
997-427-287 
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CNHT-36 furnished a log of a conversation between 
George Seldes, editor and publisher of "In Fact" and Richard 
Bransten, alias Bruce Minton, which conversation took place 
on March 4+, 1946. ° This conversation was as follows: 


SEIDES: Do you know our big story this week, Richard? 

BRANSTEN: Wo, what? 

SELDES: We have the Canadian plan for attacking Russia. 

BRANSTEN: We have what! ; 

SELDES: The Canadian plan for attacking Russia via the sretac 
Circle. 

BRANSTEN: No! 

SELDES: Yes. 

BRANSTEN: Jesus! 

SELDES: Do you know what it is called? 

BRANSTEN: What? 

SELDES ¢ Operation Musk-Ox. 

BRANSTEN: My God! 

SELDES: Don't you breathe a work of this until Friday. 

BRANSTEN: I shouldn't - of course not. 

SELDES: But kt's going to be a big story. noe you know this 
fellow I hired? 

BRANSTEN: Yeah 

SELDES: He went down to Washington just as to lay ground for 
having newspapermen, you know, you see, cover for us. 

BRANSTEN: Yeah 

SELDES: And while there, he saw some people - I won't say 
anything about it over the telephone - 

BRANSTEN: Yeah, yeah. 

SELDES: He.saw a colonel in the Army 

_BRANSTEN: Yeah ; 

SELDES: And this Colonel was so fed wp with what goes on that 

: the Colonel told him the whole story 

BRANSTEN: My God! 

SELDES: What these Canadians are doing. Now listen - did 
you hear Walter Winchell last night? 

BRANSTEN: No. ; 

SELDES: Ah! I will just tell you what he said. It shows that 
Winchell knows about it, but was afraid to use it. 

BRANSTEN: Yeah. 

SELDES: In the middle of some of, you know - so and so is 

- getting a divorce, and so and so - he said - The most 

interesting item today is the, is the move of the 
airplane carrier Midway in the Arctic - That's all, 
see - then Flash! somebody is getting a divorce again. 
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BRANSTEN: Gee, You don't think these people are crazy enough 
to go to war right now.... 
SELDES: No, no, no Richard. But, I mean, the significance 
is, that they are holding maneuvers now for a future 


“plan 

BRANSTEN : It's terrifying. 

SELDES: What? 

BRANSTEN: It's terrifying. 

SELDES: Of course it's terrifying, and I think we are going 
to blast this story. We are going to- try to put that 
into the ad too. 

BRANSTEN: Good, that's swell, George. 

SELDES: We're zoing to blast --- 

BRANSTEN: Incidentally, you had a very good issue this week. 

I enjoyed it very much. 


New Haven, Conn. letter to the 
Director, 3-4-46, Re:"George 
Henry Seldes; IS-C." | 
997-427-227 

(6, 66) 
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Washington Field Office on May 21, 1943, reported 
that Bruce Minton, a@iso known. as Richard Bransten, called Geraldine 
Shandros, who is the legislative representative for the American 
Communtcattons Association in Washington, D. C., and told her 
he had to write an editorial on the FCC-Cozr question for the 
"New Republic and PM" and wanted to know if there was anything 
new, 


Memorandum for Mr. Ladd from 

G. C. Callan of the Washington - 
Field, 5-22-43, 

Rez "William FE, Dodd, Internal 
Security, Hatch Act." 

101-4585 -42 

(18, 61) 
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C-299 advised that Geraldine Shandros, Legislative Representa- 
tive for American Communications Association, Washington, D. C., fre- 
quently furnished information to Virginia Gardiner, correspondent for 
the "Daily Worker™ and "Federated Presst. She also: furnished infor- 
mation to Adam Lapin, correspondent of the "Daily Worker" and Bruce 
Minton. : 


No date of information given. 
Washington, D. G. report 1-8-)) 
Re: "Geraldine Shandros, was; IS~C! 
100~233191-6, p. 3 

(57) 
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Arthur Stern advised] __|in April, 1944 that 
Goldie Shapiro had requested him to conduct group singing at 
-a house party to be held on May 22, 1944 for Bruce Minton of 
the "New Masses" but that he had to decline because of an 


engagement. Goldie Shapiro was reported to be active in the 
Rogers Park Professional Branch of the Communist Party. 


Arthur Stern was People's Art Program Director and 
member of the Speaker's Bureau of the Abraham Lincoln School, 
a Communist Front Organization. ' 


Chicago report dated 8-18-4) 
Re: “Arthur Stern, was; SM-C" 
100~305325=-4 
(60) 


On November 9, 195, Nathan Silvermaster, telephone Eiierson 6720 , 
called Westport, Connecticut, 2~2990. 


By teletype dated December 17, 1945, the New Haven Field Division 
advised that Westport, Connecticut, telephone number 2-2990 was Listed 


to Richard Bransten, with alias, Bruce Minton, 8 Canal Street, Westport, 
Connecticut. e 


Washington, D.C. report dated 
10-6 

Re: "Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
was., Et Al, Espionage-R" 
65-56)02-850, pages 95,96,97 

(18) (66) 


Charles N. Keeting, a former employee of the Civil Service 
Commission, later employed by the Office of Compliance Enforcement, 
War Assets Corporation, stated that Nathan.Gregory Silvermaster was 
an extremely close friend of Bruce Minton, whose real name was Rich- 
ard Brandenstein, alias Richard Branston, the editor of "New Masses". 


Washington letter dated 3-21-16 
Re: "Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
was., et al, Espionage—R" 
65-56),02-681 

(23) (2h) (48) 
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On March 15, 19147, SAS Lambert G. Zander and Jom D. Schwartz 
interviewed Gregory Silvermaster at Washington, D. C. Silvermaster, who 
was named by Elizabeth Terrill Bentley as a member of Soviet espionage 
conspiracy which operated in Washington, D. C. in the early 19)0's. 
Silvermaster advised that he had known Richard Bransten and his former 
wife, Louise Bransten, since 193). He also stated that Richard Brans- 
ton and his second wife, Ruth McKinney Bransten, were his only acquain- 
tances whom he knew to be members of the Communist Party. 


New York report dated 10-30-50 
Re: "Benedict Solomon Alper, wa.3 
Ben Alper; IS-R" 

100-325113-23, page 26 

(11) 


On April 15, 1947 Bureau Agents interviewed Nathan 
Gregory Silvermaster at Washington, D. C. Silvermaster advised 
that He met Jacob Golos in New York in about 1936 while attending 
a party, possibly at the home of kichard Bransten and while there 
Golos was pointed out to him as being connect&d with World Tourist, 
Inc.- 


Silvermaster further stated that Kichard Bransten and 
his present wife, Ruth Mchinney Bransten, were the only associates 
and acquaintances whom he knows to be members of the Communist 
Party. ‘ 


Washington, D. C. report, 11-2-48 
ke: "Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
Internal Security - k" 
ro dae p+ 10, 11 

9 
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advised that on June 5, 1945, Richard Bransten, 
also knowm as Bruce Minton, discussed the importance of the Jacques Duc- 
los letter with Tillian Skadron, Educational Director of Branch H, North~ 
west Section, Los Angeles County Commnist Party. In referring to the 
Duclos article, Bransten advised Skadron "This is it. We are going to 
‘have a revolutionary organization. A lot of things are going to happen." 


CNDI LA CL-1 advised that on May 16, 194h, Richard Bransten 
conferred with Elizapeth Leach of the Los Angeles County Comminist Party 
-and stated "I am a Party Member." He said he had been teaching trade 
unionists in the Party. a oe 


Los Angeles report 8-29-19 

Re: "Lillian Shirley Skadron, was; 
SM-C# : 
100~268653-7, pe 6, 7 

(9) 


GFJ:rad 4 84 
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On June 30, 1944, Elizabeth Leach advised Informant T~8 
that she had invited Wilma Shore Solomon to attend a reception at 
the home of Bruce Minton and Ruth McKinney, 1427 N. Kings Road, and 
that Wilma had accepted. The purpose of the reception was said to 
be to introduce Bruce and Ruth in Hollywood, they having recently 
arrived from the East., Bruce Minton was editor of the magazine 
New Masses®, 


Wilma Shore Solomon was then a member of Branch A-l1 


(Writers), Northwest Section Los Angeles County Communist Political 
Association, card #46926. 


Source: T-8 - CNDI, Los Angeles EE-1. 
Los Angeles report, 12-844. 

: "Wilma Shore Solomon, aka Wilma 
Shore; SM-C" 
100-336873-1 
(59) 


CNHT-38 advised that he learned from Richard Bransten on 
September 20, 1946 that Bransten, who had recently been expelled 
from the Communist Party, was approached by William Spira (a 
former Communist), in an attempt to recruit Bransten into the 
Socialist Workers Party. Spira was reported as having explained 
to Bransten that they were "in the same boat" having been expelled 
from the C.P. in January of that year. Informant stated that 


Spira's attempts to recruit Bransten into the SWP membership met 
with negative results. 


New Haven, Connecticut report, 
2-21-49 

Re: "William Spira, SM-SWP" 
96-2 517-4 

(3) 


GFJ:db 
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On July 10, 1936, it was reported that tr. and Mrs. Richard 
Bransten were in Carmel, visiting Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln Steffens 


(registered Communist). 


Letter to Director 

San Francisco, California dated 
July 19, 1939. . 

Re: "Douglas Aircraft Co., Sabatoge" 
mee 


The informant advised that Burton Isaac Sutta, former 
labor secretary of the Thompson Hill Club 2nd AD, Queens C.P.A., 
was expelled from the Communist Party and intended to join with 
Ruth MeKenney, Bruce Minton, and several others to oppose the 
present leadership of the Communist Party in the U. S. 


Source : Peel b7D 
New York report dated 11-4-46 


Re: "Samuel Adams Darcy, IS-0" : 
61-6593=210 
(62) 


b?D 


On November 4, teg6.| -. . laaveua that Burton 


Isaac Sutta, former active Communist and Section Organizer in 
Queens County, New York, had indicated to him that he was going 

to the hospital in the near future but on his release he intended 
to join with Ruth McKenney, Bruce Minton and several others to 
oppose the present leadership of the Communist Party in the United 
States. ' 


‘New York report 3-4-9 
Re: "Burton Isaac Sutta, 
was., SMC" 
100-333521-10 p. 5 
139)) 


GFI:1lmp 
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Informant reported he attended a Communist Party 
meeting of the Metropolitan Club of the Sunnyside Section Commu- 
nist Party held at the home of George and Joy Phillips, 45-19 42nd 
Street, Long Island City, on October 29th, 1946, 


At the meeting Rose Leonardi asked Ben Kaufman, Section 
Organizer, if he could explain anything about those PR letters, 
referring to "an open letter to all Communists from the PR Club, 
Bronx," stating she and her husband, Frank, had received one, 
George and Joy Phillips mentioned that they also received one. 
Kaufman stated the only explanation he could give was that Burt 
Sutter made the remark that when he comes out of the hospital, 
he, Ruth McKinney, and Bruce Minton would go to work on the Commu- 
nist Party leadership and would not stop until they did a real job. 


New York Memorandum 

dated 11-13-46 

Re: "Communist Party, USA, 
District #2, New York 
Field Division; IS-c" 
100-3 -4.-5443 

(64) 


I-2 advised on’ May 4, 1945, that he had observed 
the dues book of the Bridgeport Club CPA and had. noted that 
Mattie Sykes's 1945 registration number was 81923. CNHM-29 
advised that on August 4, 1945, several party members had a 
discussion on the Norwalk Workers Club GPA. Andrew Onda 
pointed out that there were few negro members tn Norwalk. 
Onda pointed out that the only two negroes who had ever been weruited 
tn Norwalk were Mattte Sykes and her husband, Emmet Sykes, who were 
recrutted by their employer at the time, who was Bruce Minton, 
also Known as Richard Bransten. 


Source: [-2 - Highly confidential 
investigative technique employed by SA 
Arthur #. Lindquist and John F. Malley. 
New Haven report dated September 20, 1945. 
Re: "Mattie Sykes, was; IS-c" 
100-333027-11 

(16) 63) | 

SI 100-33838027-2 


RLP:eb 


SF-1050 reported that during the middle of May, 1945, 
Doretta Tarmon, National Field Director for New Masses, commu- 
nicated with Frederick Vanderbilt Field regarding a projected 
meeting or conference to be held in Los Angeles during the second 
week of June, 1945. Among those who were expected to attend 
were Richard Bransten, alias Bruce Minton, Mme. Andree Viollis, 
French journalist on tour of the U.S. under the auspices of the 
Office of War Information, Frederick Field and Claude Cockburn 
of the London Daily Worker. 


San Francisco report 8-14-45 
Re: "Comintern Apparatus, IS-R" 
100=203581-4723, p. 142 

(1h. 65) 


CNDI LA MN-1l reported during June, 195, that Doretta Tarman, 


Field Director for 'New Masses, had been collaborating with Hichard Brans- oe 
ten, also known _as Bruce Minton, (identified as a Communist in Hollywood 

by Informant in arranging a cocktail party to raise funds 

for "New Masses, @ party was scheduled to be held at the home of 


Frank Tuttle, 6217 Rockcliff Drive, June 8, 1945. In connection with 
this party there was to be a reception in honor of William Gropper, car- 
toonist, whose drawings often appear in "New Masses". 


Los Angeles report 12-29-18 
Re: "Michael Uris, SM-C" 
100~30670)—12, p. 3 

(10, 36) 


Source Y (CNDI LA MN-1) advised that Richard Bransten, knorm 
Communist, advised Doretta Tarmon, Field Director of "New Masses" in 
lay, 1945, that in view of the apparent change in the Communist 'line" 
as provoked by the article in the "Daily Worker" by Jacques Duclos: 
and the reply of Earl Browder, he considered it imperative that ‘New 
Masses" raise funds immediately as it would be difficult for the or-- 
ganization to secure contributions in the future. Bransten and Tarmon 
organized a dinner meeting for the evening of July 8, 195, at the 
Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel. The meeting was later cancelled. However, 
a pamphlet was put out called "Spotlight on Tomorrow, advising of a 
round table discussion to have taken place at the meeting. The list 
of sponsors included the name Earl Robinson, a member of the Communist 
Party with 19) Book Wo. 18680. 


Los Angeles report dated 5-26-17 
Re: "Earl Hawley Robinson, Also 
Known As Harl Robinson, Alias= 
Harl Halls; SM-C" 

- 100-5578-21, page 15 
(12) 


CNDI LAMN-1 informed Bureau Agent that Robert Triest (not identified) 
was a friend of Richard Bransten. Informant also advised that Bransten enter 
tained the Triests in his home in May, 1945, at a party which was given in honor 


of some Communist figures. Also, in June, 1945, the Triests entertained the 
_ Branstens and gibert Maltz, a known Communist. 


Ios Angeles report 9-30-46 

Re: "Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, 
Espionage — Rit - , 

65-560 222595%2--" — -p.18 

(6) 


CNDI ER-1l advised that a reception was to be held at 127 
North Kings Road, Los Angeles, California, on July 1, 19h for Bruce 
Minton and Ruth McKenney. Special Agents of the Los Angeles Field 
Division observed that Paul Trivers, 2009 Canyon Drive, writer and 
member of the Hollywood Cultural Group of the Communist Party, at- 
tended this reception. 


Los Angeles report 11-3-)9 

Re: "Paul Irving Trivers, Si-G" 
100~287069—10 

(37) 


GFJsrad 


During the time of the investigation by the Los Angeles 
Office of Frank and Tatiana Tuttle, former members of Branch B of 
the Northwest Section of the Communist Party, Los Angeles, they 
were contacts of almost every individual of prominence in the CP 


in the Los Angeles area. Among the dist of their associates was 


Richard Bransten (Bruce Minton). 


(No date of information given) 
Los Angeles report 11-4-48. 
Re: "Vassili Mikhailovich Zubilin, 
was., Et Al, Espionage - R" 
100-340473-92, pe. 11. 

(6, 45) 


d 


GFJ slmp 


A summary dated Oct. 21, 1946, entitled "Underground Soviet Espionage 
Organization :: (NKVD) in Agencies of the United States Government", concerning 
the allegations furnished by Informant Gregory and covering theactivities of 
the individuals who are presently government employees or former government 
employees reflects that William L. Ullman,who was connected with the Treasury ~ 
Department, was a known friend of Richard Bransten. 


Letter to the Director from Mr. D. Me 
Ladd, 10+21-46 

Re: "Gregory, Espionage —~ RM" 
65~5640231862 

(20, 35) 


| Jadvisea that a meeting of the "Forum for 
Democracy” which ts sponsored by Ckaude Halstead Van Tyne, 
active Communist Party-member, was held at 1925 S. Third 
Street, the residence of Joseph William Hellinger, on 


April 4, 1944. Bruce Minton was the principal speaker at 
this meeting. : , 


Louisville, Kentucky Report 
June 9, 1944 

Re: "Claude Halstead Van Tyne, 
Is-c" 

100-21331-~28 

(46 

SI 100-21331-28X1 
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From en unsigned and unidentified memorandum entitled, "Com- 
munist News, dated February 5, 192, it was learned that Ruth McKenny, 
writer and wife of Bruce Lliinton, was Secretary of the Communist Party 
members employed by the Federal Government in the District of Columbia. 


She was a member of the "New lasses" staff, which is an avowed C. P. 
weekly. , 


The chairman of this group of Communists in Washington Federal 
Bureaus is Harold Dwight Lasswell, an instructor in the Chicago Workers 
School (C. FP. ) in 1932-33, and formerly a professor in the Department 


of Political Science at the University of Chicago. He and Ruth Mc- 
Kenny worked in Archibald MacLeish's office. 

‘iiention was also made at this gathering of a Committee set 
up by the District of Columbia Civil Service Commission and the Coun- 
cil of Personnel, which had recently been placed in charge of Craig 
Vincent, long an active C. P. member and formerly organizer of the 
United Féderal Workers! Union. This new Committee is to supervise 
the social and recreational activities of employees of the Federal 
Government who work and live in the District of Columbia, a vital 
spot for an aggressive Party member. Vincent was working under 
Bruce Minton, who in addition to being Washington correspondent 
for the "few Masses", was representative of the Political Bureau 
in charge of the general direction of Communist Work among Govern- 
ment employees. 


' There were some 280 C. P. members in Washington Federal 
pureaus. 


llemorandun dated February 5, 19)2 
61~7559-12312 
(43) 


GFJsrad 


a ig a 


| iaas available to the Bareau the passport file of 

Harry Samuel Vinocur, foreign editor of "New Masses", which contained 
information that his passport dated January 26, 1935, was stamped "Not 
valid for travel in Spain." This refusal was protested bydames L. Wakes, 
publisher of the "Niles Daily News", Niles, Ohio; Richard Starrs Child, 
President of the Modernage Books, Inc., New York City and by Sidney Pol- 
latsek, editor of Photo History, New York City. Harry Vinocur was to go 

to Spain to write and gather news for the above publications and was to 
work with Richard Bransten, whose whereabouts were then known to the Bureau. 
Bransten was employed by.the above listed publishers along with Vinocur. 


Washington, D. CG. report 9-16—))h 

Re: "Harry Samuel Vinocur, was., IS-Ct 
* 100~3321h5~3 

(16) 


GFJ:rad 
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it was learned that Mr. John Vossos, industrial and architectural 
designer whose studio is located at 5h West 55th Street, on October 
28, 1948, voluntarily supplied information as follows: 


"He had always been cautious in lending his name to any - 
organizations and on one occasion, sometime in 193 or 19h, he 
was invited to attend a party in Connecticut for the Russian War 
Relief. While at this party, he was introduced to a man by the 
name of ‘Minton’. Later during the party, he learned that Minton 
was awriter for the 'Daily Worker'. He immediately approached 
Minton and, in front of the gathering, asked him if he were a 
Communist. Minton put on a martyr's act and began to give a 
speech, prefacing his remarks with, 'Yes, I am a Communist.'! 
Vossos said this was enough for him and he immediately took his 
wife and left the meeting and forbade her to attend any other 
meetings." 


At the close of the interview, Vossos stated that he 
would offer his services to the Bureau in any matter in which he 
may be of assistance. It is noted that during the conversation 
with Vossos, he spoke in bitter and denunciating terms of Russia 
and Communism in general. 


New York letter to the Director, 


3-17-L9. 
Res "Greek Activities in the 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED United States, IS-Greek" 
HEREIN I3 UNCLASSIFIED EXCEP 61~9587-59 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE (37) lett 


EXEMPTED FROM AUTOMATIC dat 
DECLASSIFICATION . 3/2 
. AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
GFJ:djb FEI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
EXEMPTION CODE ZSH(1) 
DATE O4-26-2010 


x 


On April 30, 1941,| _]advisea that the Communist 
Party was greatly disturbed by the popularity enjoyed by Finish 
Minister to the United States, Hjalmer Procope, and frequently 
attempted to discredit him in every possible manner. Informant 
advised that in November, 1941, David R. Wahl, employee of F.E.A., 
instructed the informant to work with Richard Branstn, alias 
Bruce Minton, Washington correspondent for "New Masses", to"get 
Procope"™ and made arrangements for the informant to meet Bransten. 


Informant and Bransten were furnished descriptions of 
each other and a meeting was effected at a pre-determined time on 
a street corner on East Capitol Street about a block from the Li- 
brary of Congress. From there they went to a secluded restaurant 
further out on East Capitol Street where Bransten told informant 
of the urgent need to discredit Procope. Bransten had in his 
possession a newspaper clipping from the "Washington Times Herald" 
regarding McLean's latest party which reflected that Procope and 
a number of other people were on the guest list. Bransten noted 
that the Director of the FBI, Mr. Hoover, was included on this 
guest list and commented that it would be wonderful to get Hoover 
in the same. het as Procope. B ransten was delighted to see ~ 
Hoover's name on the list and wanted to discredit the Director 
more than he did Procope. 


At this meeting Bransten gave an assignment to the 
informant to dig up any material to discredit individuals on 
the guest list. Informant therefore performed considerable 
research work at the Library of Congress for Bransten where 
the informant perused available documents for background in- 
formation and associates of persons attending parties at the 
home of Mrs. Evelyn Walsh McLean. 

At subsequent meetings the_informant turned over 
i with Bransten 


informant's close associa Wt 
early party of 1942, then more frequently until January, 1943, 
when they ceased entirely. 


b7D 


f 


(David Wahl was thoroughly investigated in 1943 and 
after submitting to detailed interviews, was ordered removed from 
Civil Service Commission rolls on July 21, 1944. However, the : 
FEA which employed Wahl instituted an appeal on his behalf from ‘ 
this dismissal and lengthy hearings were held by the. loyalty board 
of the Civil Service Commission which resulted in Wahl's being re- <r 
tained in his government position.) 


(Informant|___Jadvised on July 18, 1946, that David 
Wahl was elected as a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Bookshop at a meeting of the board of directors held on July 12) 


Washington, D. C. report 7-21-49 
Re: "David R. Wahl, IS-R" 
101-2261-81. pp.6, 7 

(8, 41) F 

SI 100-360-609 

(9, 30) 

SI 100-3-60-608 

(2, 63) 


GEF:fh 


Through surveillance of a conversation between Richard 
Bransten and George Seldes on March 4, 1946, it was learned that 
Seldes asked Bransten if he knew of "our big story this week". 
Apparently he was referring to the lead article which appeared 
in the March 11, 1946 issue of "In Fact" edited by Geo. Seldes 
with the assistance of Victor Weingarten. 


In the conversation Seldes stated: "We have the Canadian 
plan for attacking kussia via the Artic Circle." Seldes referred 
to this as "Operation Musk Ox." He cautioned Bransten not to 
breathe a word of this information until Friday (March 8, 1946) 
and stated that the man he, Seldes, had hired went down to 
Washington and while there, saw a Colonel in the Army. Seldes 
then said: "And this Colonel was so fed up with what goes on 
that the Colonel told him the wholestory-" Seldes also referred 
to the broadcast of Walter Winchell on March 3, 1946, and stated 
that it indicated that Winchell knew about the information to 
appear in "In Fact" but "was afraid to use it." 


It appears obvious that Weingarten is the individual re- 
ferred to by Seldes as the man working for him (Seldes) who went 
to Washington and was given the entire story by a colonel in the 
Army. : 


Informant CNHT-36 

Memorandum to Mr. Ladd from 
Mr. J. C. Strickland, 3-20-46 
‘Re: "George Henry Seldes, IS-C" 
97-4:27-230 

(19,67) 


GFJ:db 
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The diaries and correspondence of Mary Jane Keeney, 
well-known Communist, made available by a highly confidential 
Source, reveal the following information: 


"1-9-43: Find Max Weisman here for dinner when I get 
home. He's resplendid with 2nd Lieuy bars, gained at OTC, Fort 
St11 (Oklahoma). Terribly exciting to have one of our boys ina 
postition of leadership. Since we have him with us, we drive out 
to see the Branstens (Richard and. Ruth McKenney Bransten. )" 
(Weisman not further identified. ) 


Washington Field letter to the 
Director, 1-8-47 - 

Re: "Gregory, Espionage -:-R" 
65-56402-1993 

(8) 


GPI:djb 


Confidential Informant T-4 (A highly confidential source 
as set out in the letter of January 8, 1947, to the Director from - 
Washington Field Division, in the case entitled "Gregory ,Espionage-R".) - 
advised that Maxwell Napier Weisman was- acquainted with Richard and 
Ruth McKenney Branston. 


Maxwell Napier Weisman, teacher, was dismissed from City 
College, New York, 1942, for Communist activities. He actéd as 
courier for the Communist-Party of Puerto “ico in 1946-47. He also 
attended meetings of the Communist Party in 1946-47 including a meeting o 
the Executive Yommittee of the Party. He was present at the Executive 
Committeé meeting of the Executive meeting of the Communist Party in 
January 18, 1947, when Juan Antonio Corretjer urged a sabotage act 
to draw attention on the political condition of Puerto Rico. He 
was born 1909, 1911, or 1912,:in New York and was'reported to be a 
member of the Yommunist arty, USA. ~ 


San Juan report dated 3-12-47 
Re:"Maxwell “apier Weisman 
Internal Security - c" 
100-111529-7 page 5 

(21) 


According to informant, Maxwell Napler Weisman (not identi- 
fied) was acquainted with Mary Jane Keeney in Washington, D. C. and 
had advised Keeney of his Marxist activities in Puerto Rico. The 


‘same source stated that Weisman was acquainted with Richard and Ruth 
McKinney Branston. 


Letter to the Director from Wash- 
ington Field Division dated 1~8-);7 
San Juan, P. R. report dated 3-22-17 
Espionage-R 

65~-56),02—-2191 

(21) 


FLB:rad 


Confidential Informant|__|stated that all 
of the meetings of the Citizens Committee to Free Harl 
Browder were held in the office of Arthur Bismark Weiss, 
115 Main Street, Bridgeport, Connecticut. The Local 
Committee of the Citizens’ Committee to Free Earl Browder 
tneluded,among ten other individuals, Bruce Minton, 
reported Communist Party member. 


New Haven report dated 8-24-43, 
Re: "Arthur Bismark Weiss; SM-o" 
100~-227602-] 

(56) 
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Confidential Thformant| __| advised that at a rally held at 
the Manhattan Center in New York City on April 12, 192 for the defense 
of "New Masses" and Freedom of the Press, John Wexley, active Communist 
since 1934, was listed as one of thesponsors. Ruth McKenney and Bruce 
Minton were also listed as sponsors of this rally. 


New York report 9-21-18 
Res "John Wexley, IS-R! 
100-25916-13 

(56) 
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- According ee Mrs.‘ Tiba Garlin Willner, member 
of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, in connection with the pre- 
paration for a meeting for "New Masses" to be held in Hollywood on May 
29, 1945, met with Bruce Minton and Doretta Tarmon, Field Director for 
"New Masses", at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel. A surveillance was 
conducted of the Hollywood Roasevelt Hotel and these three individuals 
were observed conferring at that time. 


Los Angeles report 6-30-5 
Re: "Mrs. Tiba Garlin Willner, IS-c' 
100~20)065-19 


aad 
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Through confidential investigative technique of SA 
Edward J. Mahler and SA GlennJ. McDonough, it was learned that 
Isadore Wofsy, former secretary of the Communist Party, 15th 
District, State of Connecticut, has an autographed copy of the 
"Fat Years and the Lean" by Bruce Minton, ini which Minton has 
written on the fly leaf, "To Rose and Isadore Wofsy with warm 
admiration and comradely greetings". This was dated June 3, 
1940. 


New Haven, Connecticut report 
11-45-43 

Re: "Isadore Wofsy, IS-c" 
100-27795-69, p. 4 

(60) 


Through a technical surveillance maintained on the 
residence of Richard Bransten, who was writing a biography on for- 
mer President Herbert Hoover, tt has been disclosed that on two 
occasions an individual identified as Robert Martin Wohl forth, 
had been ‘expected as a dinner guest at the Bransten home. 


On August 23, 1941, Acting Attorney General Biddle was 
advised by Bureau memorandum that information had been received 
that ‘a person believed to be Wohlforth might be a contact of 
Harry Bridges. An investigative report furnished the Depart- 
ment reflected that Wohiforth was an associate of John J. Abt, 
husband of Jessica Smith, Editor of "Soviet Russia Today." 


Memorandum to the Director from. 
Mr. De. Me. Ladd, 7-23-46 

Re: "Robert Martin Wohl forth" 
101-3069-20 

(19) 


GFI:djb 
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; From a reliable source it was learned that on February 
6, 1946, arrangements were made for a dinner engagement at the 
home of hichard Bransten. To be included in the dinner party 
were George Seldes (Editor of "In Fact"), and Mrs and Mrs.. Robert 
Wohlforth. (Robert Wohlforth was formerly employed by the Anti- 
trust Division of the Department of Justice.) The same source 
revealed that Wohlforth was in contact with Bransten on two other 
occasions in the spring of 1946. 


Wohlforth is known to have given the name of John Abt 
as a reference when he originally applied for employment with the 
Department of Justice on July 21, 1939. 


In December, 1947 Wohlforth was apparerttly still employed 
as, ah expert by the Antitrust Division and- was engaged in work in 
the New York City area. - 


Blind summary memorandum. 
Memo to Mr. E.A. Tamm from Mr. 
D. M. Ladd, 12-1-47. 

Re: "Robert Martin Wohlforth" 
101-3069-22 

(1) 


On February 8, 1946 Robert Wohlforth (an advanced liberal) 
and his wife visited the home of Richard and Ruth Bransten in 
Westport, Connecticut. Wohlforth and his wife attended a dinner 
at the Bransten home on May 25, 1946. 


Richard Bransten and his wife, Ruth McKenney Bransten, 


. were members of the Communist Party in Connecticut until about 


one year ago when they were expelled from the Party for being 
"opportunists". 
Q 
Source: CNHT-38 
New Haven, Conn. report 
dated 1-31-48 ; 
Re: "Robert Martin Wohiforth, 
Antitrust Division, U.S. Dept. 
of Justice, N.Y.C. 
Loyalty of Gov. Employees" 
121-874-7 
(4) 


FLB:djb 


Confidential Informant T-16 (C-299) stated that Anne Zucker, 
who is very active in the Communist Party, and served as Registration 
Director for Iiid-City Branch of the Coxmunist Party in the 19h) Com- 
munist Party registration, was friendly with Bruce Ifinton and his wife, 
Ruth licKinney, and had been invited by the Ifintons to attend a party 
at their home on December 26, 193. 


Anne Zucker's husband, Jack Sam Zucker, was a member of " 
Branch HL7 of the Communist Party of the District of Columbia, and ‘i 
has been a member of the Communist Party for 11 years, and has Com— 
munist Party Membership Book’o. 37700. 


Washington, D. C. report dated 2-11-)), 
Re: "Anne Brooks Zucker, was., IS-C" 
100-87))5-28, page h 

(52) 
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“De. G.: inthe early 1940's; the nature of his relationship with —\.:* 
. Bogene Dennis, particularly, information regarding the’ “Anti dtrabion : 
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PURPOSE: ee 
/ To consider the advisibility of interviewing 


RichardfBransten regarding information concerning espionage 
(eee meeecece £5. = ~~ ‘“ 
and underground activities. 

SuMmMNAe | 


BACKGROUND: 


Bransten was born February 24, 1906 at San Francisco ; 
California. He married Louise Rosenberg on June 1, 1929 and 
divorced her on July 26, 1937. On August 12, 1937 * Bransten 
married Ruth McKenney, a writer. Both Bransten and his wife, 
Ruth, were members of the Communist Party and active in New 
York City, Washington, D. C., Los Angeles, and Westport, Conn- 
ecticut. He has written numerous books and articles and was 
active in the promoting and publishing of "In Fact" and "New 
Masses."" He has been a member of the National Committee for 
the Defense of Political Prisoners, the League of American 
Writers, the American Peace Mobilization, the Schappes Defense 
Committee and the Washington Book Shope. Bransten was expelled 
from the Communist Party of Connecticut on September 19, 1946 
for an unauthorized release of a report on the National Plenum 
of the Communist Party which took place in July, 1946. Bransten 
and his wife subsequently visited Belgium and England, return- 
ing to the United States in ares oe He is Loe employed 


Louis Budenz has alleged that Bransten was engaged 


| in secret work with the Communist Party being directly under 


Eugene Dennis in the assignment of penetrating OSS. Investi- 
gation revealed that Bransten was very friendly with B Reams and plot” 
Mrs. Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, Mr. and Mrs, dngui By Keeney_s; 

(of the Gregory investigation), and Mr. and Mrs Granich ? 

(of the Comrap investigation), and may have been in contact 

with Jacob Goles, a known Soviet agent. 


(Ibid 189, 201, 238, 242, 
243, 246 through 248) 
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CONSIDERATIONS: 


Subsequent to his expulsion from the Communist 
Party, Bransten continued his interest in Marxism and the 
investigation of Bransten is in a pending status. 


Bureau agents recently interview Sy Bransten con- 
jcerning Travis Hedrick, Editor of the "USSR Information Bulletin" 

‘and the subject of another Bureau investigation. During the 
course of that -interview, Bransten was very open about his . 

; . past Communist Party membership and activities and in addition 
gave the impression of being cooperative; however, he stated 

> that he would not be an "informers" volunteered no information ° 
jj but stated that he would answer specific questions regarding 
| himself and anyone else. ar Na * 


RECOMMENDATION: 


It is recommended that Bransten be interviewed in 
accordance with the attached communication to the New York 
Office. 
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Report of SA DAVID A. MAC CULLOCH 
dated 9/8/h), at Los Angeles 


Report of SA DAVID A. MAC CULLOCH 
dated 1/16/45 at Los Angeles 


Report of SA FRED G. DUPUIS dated 
3/31/45 at Los Angeles 


Report of SA LEE MC CARRELL FALLAW 
dated 1)/23/h5 at San Francisco 


Report of SA HUGH DB. MC CULLOUGH 
dated 10/1/h5 at Washington, D.C. 


Report of SA RAPHAEL I. NIXON 
dated 11/20/5 at Washington, TC. 


Report of SA RAPHAEL I. NIXON dated 
3/11/46 at Washington, D.C» 


» Report of SA RAPHAEL I. NIXON, dated 
6/19/46 at Washington, D.C. 


Report on the National Committee 

Meeting, CR, USA, furnished to 

New Haven Division by NH Confidential . 
b7D 

Informant 


-Keport of SA BERT H. HEACOCK dated 
10/18/h6 at Washington, D.C. 


Report of SA GEORGE A. VAN NOY 
dated 2/13/h7 at Washington, D.C. 


Photographs of 19h CP, USA Member- 
ship books and cards for RUTH and 
BRUCE MINTON 


193 GCP Membership book 
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Office Memortndum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


“2 : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: dune 7, 1951 


FROM SAC, NEWHAVEN’ = | 
sn) AS, See 7 
pysuasact: RICHARD "BRANSTEN, “was 


SEOURITY MATTER = G- vant 
Bureau File 1009-80068 k7 


93339 


Rez WFO letter to New Haven. dated May 23, 1951. 


Referenced communication indicates that the Washington Field Office is 
presently in possession of voluminous material formerly in the possession 
of an active member of the Communist Party in Washington, Do. C. Certain 
portions of the material, according te referenced letter, have boen, identi-~ 
fied by live informants as being Communist Party records. 


According to referenced Washington Field Office letter, the neme BRUCE 
MINION, whichis a known alias of the Subject, has appeared in several 
piaces in the material. now in possession of the Washington Field Office. 


For the information.of the Washington Field Office, there is transmitted 

- herewith a copy’ of. the report of SA FRANCIS X. HC BRIDE, dated 1-31-51 in 
the above-captioned case. It is to be observed that on page 12 of referenced 
report, information is set forth to the effect that Subject was interviewsd 
on, Becember 16,°1950 by Bureau agents “in connection with the caso entitled, 
WTRAVIS HEDRICK, was, ESPIONAGE =-R®. During the interview BRANSTEN stated 
that he was not going. te be "a steol pigeon®. He indicated, however, that 
he has. made. a complete. break with the Communist Party and that he would be 
willing.to answer any. pee questions presented to him concerning other 
individualso 


As of Februsry 28, 1951 Subject BRANSTEN and his fenily moved from Hillspoint 
. Road, in ‘Westport, Connecticut, to 1356 Madison Srenue, New York 28, New York. 


In the event the Washington Field Office desires that Subject be interviewed / 
relative. te. certain individuals mentioned in the material now in the possession 
of the Washington Field Office, it is suggested that the New York, passe Ss 
be" requested to conduct such interviewo 4 a Oa 
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SACy HET PORE (160890088) Soptenber 20, 1952 
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BIGHABD BRAUGSTOEYs O8l, 
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u , ’ Reurlet of August lg 1251, whieh tneluden the 
a  ~Ppeguit of an interuien utth Branoten, Thie infarnatvios 
shouted be incorporated in report fern for apyropriate 
dtesentinetion, In ddditions infornavion cusplted by 
Bronsten Feletive to tke gubjecse of verieus Buregu 
thueatigetions shouvid be tncorpormted tn renoré form under 
the ception of eack subject thea to tnrvelucd, 


4 vouten of the pefereneed letter revenls that 
Branstern was now fully cooperceive tn connection with thie 
tageruies ond goperentin wichhgid inforarsion of interest 


ao @ ceurce of informetion, tt cpneera that continued 
efPports shold be udde to develos these potentialities, 
Continues neriedic ecentacts of Bransten by thé sene - 
interuicuing agent ney resulY tn geining the confidente - 
and cooperation af Brensten, F% is sugyesicd that the 
neze gerics of interutepa with Branoten concern gnly these 


persons Btth when Srengten has ne direey agacctation er o 
implteation ong tkeae persons for whom he may not have a 
_ friendly feeling, Apter ¢ sortea uf tirteruieus hava been 
; contueted clong these Lined, the wosultée af the sane skould 
be brougke toa the attention of the Bureou for further. 
consideration relative to the developing of Bransten ns ou 
; .  & soures of infarnation in eonneetion wich subversive - ve 
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Mes RICHARD SBRANSTEN. was interviewed ‘at’ his howe, Apartment 
3S, 1356 Madison Avenue, New York City, from 8:00 p.m. until 
10:30 pome on July 16, 1951, by SA JOHN J. DANAHY and SA JOHN T. 

MURPHY of this Office. BRANSTEN was questioned concerning his 
knowledge of EUGENE DENNIS and advised that he first saw DENNIS 
in 1939 and 190 at a Commnist Party convention held at St. 
Nicholas Arena, New York City, at which time DENNIS was one of 
the speakers. 
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BRANSTEN stated that he first uae DENNIS aa i9he2 Lhiis 
tae eae D. Co while he, BRANSTEN, was a reporter for "New 
Masses", a weekly Communist publication, and DENNIS had occasion 
to visit Washington and criticize his work with the result that 
BRANSTEN engaged in an argument with DENNIS. “According to 
BRANSTEN, as a result of this argument DENNIS sent an unknown 
person to Washington to start a sméar campaign against BRANSTEN, 
eam accusing BRANSTEN of being a "Stool pigeon”, "unreliable" and 
“working for the Germans". 
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i 
BRANSTEN stated that he considered DENNIS 8% be 

arrogant 5 nasty. and domineering, but knew nothing concerning sny — 

: comnection- of ‘DENNIS with an _underenoun: “group-orinfilbration-of., a, 

OSS. 
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BRANSTEN was specifically questioned as to whether he 4 
recalled receiving correspondence: from LOUIS BUDENZ in which the ‘ 
latter requested BRANSTEN to obtain certain information from O8S, 
and. to which correspondence he “has replied that he would be glad 
to cooperate. but .was ease pee aeeeerets and Dr. AL BLUMBERG. 
BRANSTEN replied that Bey gig not u mecedl” ‘the incident specifically, | 
Bes would have so replied "sO. such ‘a? Pequest solely for the purpose . i 
f “brushing off" BUDENZ'S request in a manner approved by the 
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and, for the entire periods he was employed by "New Masses", 


ABD) 


(EMPL, Cc 


Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 100-1):381 - 


BRANSTEN stated that while he was in Washington, D. C. 
he was 


an "open Communist and as a result any member of the Communist 


‘Party who did not want to be known as such did not associate 


with him or contact him. He stated that while in Washington, 

he took orders from AINBLUMBERG of Baltimore, Maryland, mé@ EUGENE 
DENNIS. He stated that he was extremely careful during this period 
not to put anything in his writings which could be construed as 
secret aid stated that he cleared everything necessary with the 
War and State Departments. BRANSTEN volunteered that his own. 
code of ethics forbade him to write anything which would “hurt 


the United States". 


BRAN STEN Was questimmdas to his knowledge of the 
existerice of an Underground Communist Party movement and he ex- 
plained in detall that prior to 1945 the Communist Party was a 
"legal" party which went out of its way to be "extra patriotic" 
at all times. He stated that he did not know of any such under- 
fronnd, but.that he, as well as other members of the Communist 

arty, had’ always felt that there were some Communist Party members 
who did not wish to be known but would work for the Party in 


whatever manner possible. 


—- He was questioned as to an ecauie of this ana thé 
pointed out that thére were Communist Party members in the ~~ 
Southern states who were aftfaid to admit their identity as members , 
but who still. worked faithfully for the Party. ~ 


BRANSTEN was questioned concerning the late JACOB GOLOS 
and he advised that he originally met GOLOS through World Tourists, 
Ine., probably in 1936 or 1937. BRANSTEN stated that after his 
second marriage he went to Spain and, when his wife decided to 
join him there, he arranged for her to procure her transportation 
through World Tourists, Inc. He stated that he believes that he 


_was first introduced to GOLOS by JOSEPHANORTH, editor of "New 


Masses". He stated that he had little information ‘Concerning 
GOLOS other than he believed that the latter had a son in the © 
Russian Army, and he specifially denied any snowledee of the 

espionage - activities of GOLOS. 
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Concer nlne Central and South pulertcen officials. 


, ever has been a member of the Communist. Party, and cquld not re- 


uorte in 1941 or 1942. He stated that he had sought. NORTH'S” 


. to do the type of work which he needed and that she had submitted 


Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 10G- Uae : 


He stated that he does not recall ever having weed. 
any individuals in fashington, D. C., particularly Government 
emptoreo ase JACOBY GOLOS. 


BRANSTEN was questioned concerning WILLARDNPARK and 
advised that he is related to PARK by marriage since the latter 
is married to a daughter of BRANSTEN'S uncle. He stated that 
he knew PARK originally in San Francisco and subsequently in 

Washington, D. C., where he visited PARK at the latter's office 
when PARK was employed at the Office of Ooordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs. He stated that on occasions of visits to this 
office he had been furnished with news information and gossip 


He stated that he had no knowledge that ‘PARK is or ever 
has been a member of the Communist Party and would doubt it very 
mache He stated he had no recollection of having referred PARK 
to JGECS6B GOLOS, and was not aware that they were acquainted with 
each other. 


‘ BRANSTEN wes questioned concerning uavgrosiacpencn ena 
advised that he recalled that HALPERIN was a friend of WILLARD 
PARK, but. could not recall HALPERIN personally. Heé stated that 
he had a recollection of having visited HALPERIN'S home .n one 
occasion and remembers HALPERIN'S wife as being a little. social- 
minded. He stated that he had no knowledge that HALPERIN is or 


cell ever having referred: HALPERIN to JACOB GOLOS. 


,» BRANSTEN Was questioned concerning Mr, and Mrs. WILLTAM 
ieee and he stated !ah first that he did not recall 
‘them. Subsequently he advised that he recdl led Mrs. REMINGTON 
Bk possibly being identical with a woman sent to him by JOSEPH 
assistance in obtaining a person to do research wrk at public - 
libraries, and NORTH had referred the woman to him. He stated 
that this womants work was unsatisfactory, that he did not desire 


an article or two for his approval which were childish in style. = 


-3- pod — BOGS 27 


Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 100-1381 


He stated that he recalled a tall, youthful man 


\° With this woman on one of Hr visits to his office, but stated 


he would. be unable to recognize this person at the. present | 
time. He stated that he had no kmowedge that either Mr. or 
Mrs. REMINGTON are now or ever were members of the Communist 
Party, but stated that if Mrs. REMINGTON had been sent by 
JOSEPH NORTH to him, he would presume that if she were not a 
Communist Party member, she had at least been "reliable". 


BRANSTEN was’ questioned as to his knowledge of 
GREGORY NATHANMSILVERMASTER ard he advised that he first . 


- met SILVERMASTER in San Francisco in 1933 or 193. He believed 


that his introduction to SILVERMASTER was made by J OSEPHAGAER , 


who is now a partner in the New York publishing firm of BONT. 


& GAER. He stated that to the best of his recollection | 
SILVERMASTER at that time was chief statistician of the State 
of Californias  - . ae 


He stated that he had a close friendship with SILVER~ 
MASTER in California and. admired the latter greatly, believing | 
that SILVERMASTER had a "fine analytical mind", He. stated that | 
he left California in 1935 and SILVERMASTER came to Washington 
for Government employment shortly thereafter. He stated that 
his friendship with SILVERMASTER continued, that they frequently 
visited each other's homes and he continues to have a.strong _ 
affeepion for SILVERMASTER. He stated that he had no knowledge 
that SILVERMASTER is or ever has been a member of the Communi st 


Party and would be inclined to. doubt ite e 


ie * tn explanation of this, he steted that SILVERMASTER 
is an indépendent thinker, has a very stimulating mind and in. 


' diseussions disagreed with BRANSTEN'S beliefs which at this time 


were of the Communist Party line. He stated that STLVERMASTER 
had on extremely penetrating view of Soviet Russia, did not be- 
lieve that country to be a miracle country and. because of his 
ability to read the fussian. language, covld see moves contemplated 
by the USSR By reading the Russian press and magazines BRANSTEN 


stated that SLLVERMASTER would diminish the propaganda appearing 


-in these publications and analyze it into the ‘tmue motives of the 


Soviets. & 


Letter to Director, FBI 
- NY 100-1381 ; 


e BRANSTEN stated that SILVERMASTER was very “anti-Munich" 
and "enti-HITLER" end he.would describe him as a "leftist New 
Dealer”. He stated that SILVERMASTER was of the belief that if 
_ the. Seviet Union survived World War II, it would emerge as a 

more democratic country. ine 


“\ BRANSTEN. stated that it was possible that SILVERMASTER .-— 
‘had met JOSEPH GOLOS at his home, but he did not know of any _ 
‘association between GOLOS and SILVERMASTER and could not recall 
ever having seen them together. He stated that he had no 
knowledge that SILVERMASTER had ever engaged in espionags - 
activities:on behalf of the Soviet Union, and would doubt and 
disbelieve any such allegations. . 
o 28 Concerning WILLIAM LUDWEGSULLMAN > be stated 
that he had enjoyed. a close association withAULLMAN, who was 
_ Imown to him as "LUD", ~sitice the latter resided with his, | 
BRANSTEN'S, friends, the SILVERMASTERS. He. stated that ULLMAN 

“was, an avid and expert photographer who had taken many photographs ri 
of the BRANSTEN children, He described ULLMAN. as being a ae 
difficult individual to engage in conversation because the 

‘latter constantly spoke in technical, financial terms.and at 

all. times analyzed problems from an economical and financial 
point of view. .He stated that he had no knowledge that. ULLMAY 

is or ever had beer a member of the Communist Party or had ever 
engaged in esplonage work on behalf of the Soviet Union. 


ee ee ee eee is : ot 
ae Z consenting, PHILIPSOLIN and MARY. JANENKEENEY, BRANSTEN | 
’-gbated that the forme? Imown*to him as ANGUSAKEENEY. He stated - 

that he had met the KEENEYS through the SILVERMASTERS at an 

“unrecalled time, but believed that KEENEY was then employed in. 
the Library of Congress. He stated that while he had never 
- gonsidered KBENEY a good friend of his, the Latter had considered 
him, BRANSTEN, a good friend and had sought his advise on several 
oecasions. He, advised that he had discussed -Communism with 
KEENEY on more than one occasion and considpred the latter to 
be "quite leftist", He stated that on one occasion he advised 


, j - KEENEY of books to read to obtain a more thorough knowledge of © 


‘Communisn. He stated that he had no knowledge whether KEENEY 
is or ever had been a member of the Commnist Party, and stated — 
that he had not seen KEENEY since ‘ep proximately 194.6. 


Sy TT 


Letter to Director, FBI 
WY 100-1438 — 
Goncerning Mr. and Mrss MAX*GRANICH, BRANSTEN stated 
fot that they were very close friends of his at one time during 
. the period of about 1939 to 1941, when he resided in the vicinity . 
of Greenwich, Comecticut. He stated that he and his wife and 
_ Mr. and Mrs. GRANICH spent practically every week-énd together. 
“He stated that at that time he knew that Mr. and Mrs. GRANICH | e 
a were members of the Communist Party because of statements made — Y 
_- .  . by them, ‘but be does not. know whether or. not they. are still 

Party members. He stated that after he returned to the Unitdad 


States in 1950, GRACEMGRANICH had telephoned him and invited 
71 heemd his wife to visit the’ GRANICH farm in Vermont. : 
He stated that in response to this invitation he wrote to GRACE 
GRANLCH stated briefly that he believed it wiser that they not- 
aoe see each other since their political ideas were probably quite . 
i _-—-« @ifferent and discussions: between them might endanger the . 


friendship which they had enjoyeds. 


. In conclusion, BRANSTEN stated that since he end his — / 
wife broke with the Communist Party in 19,6, they have made a. - 
conserted effort to avoid seeing any friends who were known by 
them to have been Communist Party members;since they desire 
| that their break with the Gommuni st Party \be conplete.. i 
| | age ate TS SNe ad 1H? 
| Aimeview of the correlation memorandum prepared at the 
—_ Burean reflected that BRANSTEN. attended’ a reception at the home 
of CHARLESNKATZ, a labor attorney in Los Angeles on June S, 1945, 
which reception was given by the Soviet Union. delegates to the 
Unibed Nations Conference at San Francisco. Among the other 
guests who attended this party was. the actor J OHN.GARBIELD. 


Since this office is at the present time conducting 

an intense investigation of the activities of JOHN GARFIELD for 
the purpose of determining whether or not the latter committed 
perjury in his recent testimony before the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities, BRANSTEN was questioned concerning his 
knowledge of GARFIELD. BRANSTEN stated that he first met GARFIELD 
in New York in 1938 when he was introduced to GARFIELD by , 
DOROTHYPARKER the writer. He stated that he had no recollection 
of having met GARFIELD on any other oceasion, had no knowledge 
thet GARFIELD is or ever has been a member of the Communist Party 
or the Young Commmnist League, and could not recall GARFIELD 
having been present at a party at the home of CHARLESAKATZ. 


a-Kdd a as 
Lg l® 


her. 


Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 100-1),381 


BRANSTEN stated that he did recall the party, 
however, since he has a distinct recollection of engaging in 
a violent argument with HARRY BRIDGES on that occasion. 


In conclusion, BRANSTEN stated that while in Horfywood 


he ‘knew very few Communists, and had very little or no occasion 
to be aware of Communist Party activities in that arepo | 


agents that while BRANSTEN is willing to discuss at great 


Jength factional disputes within the Commnist Party during 


the period when he was a member, 1 he_is particularly_unwilling 

een previousl. “ona / “anfexample of éhis, he was 
&skéd “about his 6x=wiTe, LOUISE™BERMAN MERE poe several minutes 
denied knowledge that she was a Vommnist Party member. After 


she was attempting to inoculate the youth with Communist Party 
doctrine, whereas BRANSTEN believed that the poy should Je ad 


‘a normal boyhood and be permitted to choose his own political: 


party after reaching maturity. Having made this admission, at 
BRANSTEN was’ then willing to admit that-in all probability — Fs [ 


that he would have no direct knowledge of this since he could 
not recall ever having attended a Communist Party meeting with * | 


‘ LOUISE BERMAN was a Communist Party member although he SHOT CCS j 


; In view of the apparent determination of BRANSTEN 

to avoid furnishing any information concerming Commnist Party 
activities of persons other than know and admitted Party members, 
it ig not felt that any useful purpose will be served in further 
general interviews of BRANSTEN.. Should the occasion arise where 
BRANSTEN might have specific information concerning a matter in 


which the Bureau is interested, efforts can be made to attempt 


to obtain this information from him at that time » 
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eo For the information of the New York Office a complete review has 

3 been made of all pertinent references to the subject in the files of the Z 
Va Washington Fz reld Office. From this review it appears RICHARD BRANSTEN, with 
4 alias BRUCE E/MINTON, is in possession of considerable information pertaining ~ 
Wa to Communist Party activities in the District of Columbia during the period . 
4 1941 to 1944, during which time BRANSTEN was. Sr ‘in Washington, D. C. 
with his wife, RUTH McKENNEY. 


Concerning BRANSTEN''s Communist Party activities in Wishineton: D. C. 
during 1941-1944, it is noted on page seven of the report of SA FRANCIS X, : 
McBRIDB dated January 31, 1951, at New Haven, Connecticut, BRANSTEN advised 
he continued to operate as an open Communist Party member in Washington, D. C. 
and continued to teach new and prospective members of the Commnist Party. 


However, in this same report, on page four, T-6 (LOUIS F. BUDENZ) 
describes BRANSTEN as one of 400 concealed Communists in the United States. 
He stated he knew BRANSTEN from 1935-1944, and that BRANSTEN “was engaged in’ 
‘secret work for the Party, being directly under EUGENE DENNIS in the assignment - 
of penetrating OSS, This I kmow from BRANSTENs om statements to me and from 
DENNIS' comments to me in 1943." — 


x 


Reference is aig6 made to New York teletype dated November 24, 1947, 
entitled "GREGORY, ESPIONAGE - R" regarding testimony of LOUIS BUDENZ before 
a Grand Jury concerning his knowledge of ELIZABETH .TERRILE, BENTLEY. In this 
connection BUDENZ’ stated GOLOS, whe introduced him to BENTLEY, told BUDENZ to 
contact ae employee in Washington, D.C. and suggested BRUCE MINTON would help. : 
Late % developed such a request to have MINTON help would have to be cleared: fe ‘i 


* 


pen and EUGENE DENNIS, Because of this, BUDENZ was told to stay“ 
cmey ft. yank 
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7 Office Main e UNITED es GOVERNMENT 


an peers 
t 


TO 


SUBJECT: 


WA | 
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DIRECTOR, FBI  (100-80068) DATE: 10/15/51 
SAG, NEW HAVEN ; 


RICHARD BRANSTEN, Was. 
SECURITY MATTER ~ C 


Attention is directed to the pending report of SA FRANCIS X. 

MC BRIDE dated 5/3/51 at New Haven, which reflects that RICHARD 
BRANSTEN and family moved from Westport, Cenn. te 1356 Madisen 
Ave., New York, 28, New York aeeut 2/28/51. 


New York letter to the Bureau dated 8/1/51 reflects the results 
ef an interview with RICHARD BRANSTEN by New York agents at 
subject's home. in New Yerk on 7/16/51. 


Bureau form FD 128 is accerdingly being submitted designating 

the New York Division as office of origin. Copies of all serials 
of pertinence, and enclosures were furnished to the New York Office 
by New Haven letter to the Bureau dated 5/29/51, a copy of which 
was forwarded to’the New York. effice. 


The attention of the New York effice is invited to referenced 
report of SA FRANCIS X. MC BRIDE dated 5/3/51 wherein the character 


of instant case has been set forth as SECURITY MATTER ~ C. BRANSTEN 


has net been made the subject of. a Security Index card, ner has he 
been designated as a key figure in the New.Haven Office since his 
return te the United States in view of the lack ef information in- 
dicating current CP activity by BRANSTEN. 


Ne additional information relating to subject has been developed by 
the New Haven office to warrant the preparation of an investigative 
report to accompany Bureau ferm FD 128. The New Haven file is 
accordingly being placed in a RUCtd status. 
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By letter dated March 12, 1942, captioned "HAROLD DWIGHT LASSWELL; 
RUTH McKENNY, INTERNAL SECURITY ~ Cc", the New York Office advised that the 


New York G@2 Office | on February 20, 1943, advised: “It is reported that RUTH 

McKENNYYO ta Sa: SisSécretary of the CP ee on el 

in the District of C Columbia, | She is a member of the "New Masses' Staff, it 

is said, and the wife of BRUCE,'MINTON, Washington Correspondent for ‘New Masses,'" 
In view of the above information furnished by LOUIS BUDENZ and the 

New York Office at G-2, it appears there is a strong possibility BRANSTEN and/or 

his wife, RUTH McKENNEY, were active in the Communist Party underground in 

Washington, D. C. and this possibility should be ee in mind throughout the 


interview with BRANSTEN. 


In view of the above, it is requested that the New York Office 
interview BRANSTEN concerning the facts as set forth hereafter. 


BEATRICE ADELS SMITH 


Investigation in Communist Party matters in Washington, D. C. in 
1944, developed that in addition to the Open City Club and the White Collar 
or underground units of the CPA, there were other CP members unaffiliated 
with the local association and unknown to its leaders in Washington, This 
group was referred to as the Government Group and only one contact from that 
group was known to local officials, -It was further ascertained that membership 
information coming to the District of Columbia first went to the contact member 
of the Government Group, who took out whatever related to that group and this 
contact member then passed on the remainder of the information to CHARLOTTE 
YOUNG, who in is was Membership Director of the White Collar or underground 
unit, 


From,i#formation available to this office it was ascertained that 
BEATRICE, ADELEASHITH was in charge of the Thite CollanUnits of the CE in 
Washington, BD, ee early 1942, and later in that year she seyered her 
active work in the CP and turned her records over to CHARLOT SUNG. 

It. is believed that prior to her severance of her position with ‘the CP she 


was not only in charge of the White Collar members of the local CP but also 
acted as liaison between the CP and members of the Government Group. 


eS, 
- An Informant, of known reliability, savin April, 1945 that BEATRICE 
ADELE SMITH was in contact with RUT MoMENNS (wife of _BRUC ON) at which 


time they discussed a breakfast to bé\held by the local Comin nist Party in, 
connection with their recruiting drive. 
. wd ry T Ov 
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From the above information it is apparent that both BRANSTEN and 
his wife, RUTH McKENNBY, were acquainted with BEATRICE ADELE SMITH. It is 
therefore requested that BRANSTEN be interrogated concerning his association 
with SMITH and also concerning SMITH's position in the CP. For the information 
of the New York Office, the WFO has recently requested: Bureau authority to 
interview mae, who is still residing in Lis ae DB. C. - 


; In May and June, 1943, anonymous source of information ma, i 
: rtain records maintained by BEATRICE ADELE SMITH. a 
) een 7 known reliability, who is an admitted former C member “BID 
in Washington, D. C., from 1943 to 1949, and who has furnished much valuable 
information to this office, furnished information at a later date which seemed 


to confirm the fact that data furnished by this anonymous source constituted 
official records of the Government Group in Washington. 


“Aniong the records made available by this anonyaoys source in 1943 
were the following pertinent items: 


In a typed note dated March 17, 1943, under the heading Mew" is 
the following information: “BOB HURLEY - Navy Se eagte of Aeronautics - 
Electro-Chemical Engineer) 3041 Ordway Street, N. W., Woodley-0808 ." " 


In another typed note dated March 31, 1943, under the heading "Waiting 
in ordinary course of events" there is set forth a list of 14 names one of which 
is the name BOB HURLEY. 


_ In a typed note dated May 13, 1943, one section states as follows: 
"BOB HUREBY . . . I think you ‘people mistook a wise crack for something else. 
‘I have seen him twice since you told me and honestly don't see anything wrong. 
I think he is naive and sort of cut off from the proper contacts. Of course, 
it is possible that he would be careful in remarks to me. Can't you observe 
him a little longer before you decide? I am going to ask BRUCE MINTON what 
he thinks about this as he gave BOB to. me. Will try to have this opsnton for 
you next week." 


with the subject Bureau case entitled “CARL ROBERT Y, ABA-Employee" Bureau 
file 116-16333, It is also noted the New York Offfige conducted investigation 
in that case. A review of pertinent information in ‘the WFO file on HURLEY 
reflects HURLEY, who was born February 19, 1915, at Hancock, Michigan, accepted 
& position with the Bureau of Aeronautics, Department of Navy, on July 13, 1942, 
and went on leave without pay: on February 4, 1944, resigning in dune, 1944, to . 


It hould be noted that the above a ae HURLEY is identical 


wi BOS 


WFO 100-7461 - 


accept a position with Columbia University. It was noted the name of CARL 
ROBERT HURLEY, 3041 Ordway Street, N. W., appeared on the active membership 
list of the Washington Bookshop Association dated February 18, 1944, showing 
dues last paid March 1, 1943. 


In his personal history statement in the AEA case, it is noted HURLEY 
lists he did research work from 1945-1947, for the Manhattan Project at Columbia _ 
University, New York, Los Alamos, New Mexico and University of California, 
Berkeley, California, In connection with this latter employment, it is noted 
HURLEY was employed as a Chemist at the Radiation Laboratory, Berkeley, California. 
Due to allegations developed during the Bureau's ABA investigation reflecting 
unfavorably on HURLEY's loyalty, HURLEY was interviewed by security officers 
at the Radiation Laboratory at which time he denied all allegations except 
membership in the Washington Bookshop Association. As a result, a loyalty 
hearing was scheduled for August, 1948; however, HURLEY terminated his employment 
at the Radiation Laboratory prior to the hearing. 


pattas) Cv THR 


Among the records made available by the previously mentioned anonymous 
source in 194%, is a typed note dated March 17, 1943, In this note under the 
heading “Miscellaneous” appears the following entry: "DABLAS SMYTHE - FCC - 
You asked about this again. He is okay and has been for sometime. Because 
of the position he holds and its importance to Communications, a contact with 
NY was arranged for him. However, M, feels that you could maintain contact - 
if you wish to do so." 


The possibility exists that the "M." referred to above may be BRUCE 

MINTON,. : 
y » 

_ It should be noted that DALLAS WALKE } MYTHE was the subject of a 
Hatch Act investigation in 1942, when he was employed by the Bureau of Budget. 
During this investigation when interviewed SMYTHE denied CP membership but 
admitted belonging to the American League.for Peace and.Democracys---It is 
noted that SMYTHE entered on duty with FCC in January, 1943. He was the 
subject of an LGE investigation in 1948, at which time investigation developed 
he was friendly with and associated with numerous Communists and persons involved 
in a Soviet Espionage conspiracy in the early 1940's. SMYTHE subsequently 
resigned his position with FCC in 1948 and went to teach at the University of 
Illinois. 


WFO 100-7461 


It is requested that BRANSTEN be closely questioned concerning his 
relationship with HURLEY ond SMYTHE in 1943, From the above reference to 
BRUCE MINTON in connection with BOB HURLEY, it appears possible that MINTON 
was haridling the transfers of CP members into the CP underground in Washington, D.C. 
BEATRICE ADELE SMITH, who had custody of the above records, was at that time 
in charge of the records of the White Collar Unit of the local CP. It is not 
known who wrote these records which were obtained by the anonymous source. In 
the event BRANSTEN makes an identification concerning HURLEY or SMYTHE, this 
office has numerous names of other individuals whose names appeared in the same 
records and who might be identified at a later date by BRANSTEN. 


KNOWN ASSOCIATES IN : 


SL WASHINGTON, D. C. 
HELEN/ SILVERMASTER 
in 


NATHAN GREGORY» RMAS TE Rosse 


ne ere 8 


A review of rep ts in this case reflects numerous personal letters 
were . .exchanged between HELEN SILVERMASTER and RICHARD BRANSTEN. Besides dis- 
cussing business activities, they contained much information of a personal 
nature concerning their families, andicat ine a very close friendship./ 

es r 


During the investigation of subject's former wife, LOUI 
it was ascertained she stated that in 1934, she and RICHARD BRANS TEN studied 
Marxist subjects under, GREGORY SILVERMASTER. 


} 
MARY JANEKE 
PHILIP OL NEY with alias ANGUS. 


ee iY 


A review of reports in this case reflects considerable personal letters 
between BRANSTEN and the KENNEYS, much of it subsequent to and dealing with the 
expulsion of the BRANSTENS from thé CP in September, 1946, It should he noted 
the KENNEYS became acquainted with the BRANSTENS during the early 1940's when 
_ both families were anteresved in the Washington Coopérative Bookshop. 


The diary of MARY JANE KENNEY reflected that,on February 28, 1942, 
@ surprise birthday party was given by WALTER and LUCY]SASSMAN for her. Among 
those in attendance were: DAVID and EDI AHL, KE end 1 am AMSN TGLE, EDWIN. 
and 1 LOUISE JROSSEA, MARCUSY@OLDMAN, JACK“ and” MILADAZA PASE A CARD AERA 
EA ALPERIN, 700 


_ eae ts iy. yithe guest list Of the party rty indicated “UAURTC 
* DANIEY MELCHER, RICHARD BRANSTEN and a RIDGES wore int: ‘ted but were unable 


to attend. 
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DAVID WAHL 


This diary of MARY JANE KENNEY in connection with DAVID WAHL reflected 
among contacts and associates of WAHL, whom he entertained at his home or met 
at residences of other individuals between 1940 and 1944, was the name of RICHARD 
BRAWSTEN. 


HENRY CHARLE ISHER 
i : 
It should be noted that FLEISHER is presently connected with the -CIO 
in Washington, DB. C., where he is employed in connection wi th the publication 
of the "CIO News." 


The above individual, according to information in 1944, resided at 
3011 Ontario Road, N. W., Washington, D. C., and was employed in the Lebor 
Department of OSS, first as a civilian and then as a Corporal in the United 
States Army. He was formerly active in the CLO offices in Washington, D. C. 
and New York City. He was knovwm to be acquainted with CP members. He was not 
known to be a CP member in 1944. In May, 1944, FLEISHER contacted LOUISE 
BRANSTEN in Sen Frencisco and stated he wus acquainted with RICHARD BRANSTEN 
and wanted LOUISE to obtain the names of "Progressive Orientals” for him. 


WILLARD Z)/SARK & MAURICE HALPERIN 
¥ 
BLIZABETH TERRILL BENTLEY advised she met HALPERIN in 1942. He came 
to Washington, D. CS. to get together with PARK, a former colleague at Oklahoma 
University. She advised both had indicated to BRUCE MINTON, of 'New Masses," that 
they desired to be placed in contact with some Communists in the East. PARK was 
employed in the Political Section of the Office of Co-Ordinater of Inter-American 


Affairs. BENTLEY stated she collected CP dues from HALPERIN. PARK was not a member 


but occasionally mage, contributions. 


In another investigation WHITAKER/|CHAMBERS stated FLATO was a member’ 
of the Communist Party undergro in Washington, D. C. during the late 1930's 
and an associate of HENRY HILL/COLLINS, and other Communists. Investigation has 
reflected that FLATO has bee GN contact with BRANSTEN, who was described as an 
expelled member of the Communist Party. 


MONROE STERN 


A review of this case reflects a letter dated September 20, 1945, 


- 6 «= 
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: } 
was sent to RUTH and RICHARD BRANSTEN from MONRO STERN on the letterhead of 
RN was then employed in 


the Yugoslay Embassy, Washington, D. C., stating 
the Public Relations Department of the Embassy and his home address was 1520 
Sixteenth Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. STBRN urged BRANSTEN to see him 
‘the next time he was in Washington, D. C. 


COMMUNIST PARTY CONTACTS 


? * om 


The following are individuals who were contacted by or who contacted. 
subject while he resided in Washington, D. C., according to information received 


i from reliable informants. 


1. 
‘ls NAME POSITION 


Possible Recruit at WRB 
Former Chairman of the local cP 


\ 


X 


gheart, WIELIAM 
XSBRANTA, JAMES 


oe 
zl 3 . “NCHANCEY, MARTIN Former Secretary..oflacal..cP 
Le ef PCOLODNY, HYMAN “CP member 
: f Sap! oF . f FEINSTEIN, SAM CP member 
RA AQ NAAELYNN, BLIZABETE GURLEY 
bp en GARDINER, VIRGINIA . Eoxmer_correspondent,..Federated.Press and 
Ei 2 CEkmember 
Be si HADDOCK, HOYT Legislative representative, CIQ,..and, 
Be 8 ae |g National Maritime Union, and. CP. member 
ae  S HALLING, BJORNE _Secretary. of. C10,.Maritime Committee-and. 
a = 5 CPR.member 
Boe eB KATZOFF, JACK CP_member 
Ss & 2 “LAPIN, ADAM & EVA Correspondent,.of..Daily.Worker..and.his wife 
Be ° lem, EMMANUEL; . 
pP 3 aka, "MANNY" ~ Former Secretary.of local CP 
eo & INE, SETH (IRVING SETHALEVINE) 
OL & SS PNAZIOUB, JEWEL _CP member 
“PF yPRINIS, JOE CP member 
44 SEARLE, ELIZABETH Former Secretary of local ¢P in 1944 
-SHANDROS, GERALDINE Legislative representative of American 
| Communications Association and CP member | 
AS0KOLOVE, SADIE eaters Ce eee 


CEY CP member 
Washington Bookshop member 


nN 


aka, Mrs. MART 


Q “[YANOVER, JULES “\ 
@ K PRUCKER, ANN CP member 
Fr J NizucKER, JACK = OP_membex 
= 
mS ea 
ae 
~ 


WFO 100-7461 


MEETINGS ATTBNDED 


A review of the file in this case reflects BRANSTEN was present at 
the following functions of the Communist Party in Washington, D. Co: 


1. April 30, 1942, a meeting was held at the auditorium of the 
‘National Press Club in Washington, D. C., under the sponsorship 
of the Communist Party, MARTIN CHANCEY was chairman of the 
meeting and a number of Communist Party members were noted 
at the auditorium. Subject opened his talk discussing May Day. 


2. December 26, 1942, subject attended party at home of JEWEL 
MAZIQUE, 1861 California Street, N. W, This party was given. 
for possible recruits of the Communist Party. Subject was 
the main speaker introduced by MAZIQUE and in his speech 
stated he was a member of the Communist Party of the USA 
and hoped all individuals present would become Communists. .° 


3. April 29, 1943, party given for MARTIN CHANCBY and subject 
P attended. 


4, June 25, 1943, special conference of the Communist Party 
in the District of Columbia was held at 1421 T Street, N. W. 
to discuss the problem of the Daily Worker circulation in 
the District of Columbia. Subject made the principal 
address. . 


5. September 14, 1943, Communist Party held meeting at the 
Unity Baptist Church at which BRANSTEN gave the introductory 
address explaining the need for the second front and the 
need for unity on the home front. 


6. Qctober 1, 1943, subject attended a ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
meeting at the National Press Club auditorium, 


7. November 26, 1943, subject was principal speaker at a meeting 
called by the Daily Worker committee which meeting was held . 
at 1421 T Street, N. W. BRANSTEN emphasized in his speech 
the influence of the Daily Worker. 


8, February 27, 1944, subject attended a housewarming held : 
at the Communist Party headquarters. 


‘9, February 27, 1944, subject attended a meeting of a semi- 
closed group of/the members of the Communist Party at the 
home of VIRGJZAAKESON, 1105 Kenyon Street, N. W. It was 
to be closed since JAMES BRANCA, chairman of the local 
Communist Party, was not to attend but the plans were 
changed and BRANCA attended. ELIZABETH SEARLE was expected 
to attend as it had formerly been her Communist Party 
group. 


It is requested that RICHARD BRANSTEN be interviewed in detail con- 
cerning the above individuals and situations for such information as he will 
furnish, It is reglized that the above is voluminous and it is also desired 
to point out that in the event BRANSTEN is cooperative, there is considerable 
information in addition in the files of WFO concerning which he should be 
interviewed, Therefore, if on interview it appears that BRANSTEN will be 
cooperative, it is suggested that consideration be given to having agents 
from WFO participate in subsequent interviews in order to obtain all information 
possible from him concerning his knowledge of Communist Party activities in 
Washington, D. C. 


It is requested that this interview be given expeditious handling 
and that this office be advised of the results as soon as possible thereafter, 


FD-128 
x - @ (10-19-49) 
= Office. Memorandum + ontrep. states GOVERNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-0068) DATE: 10/16/51 


pot SAC, NEW HAVEN 


SUBJECT: iin Caleta: Was. 


wie FS — je— 


The captioned individual has been the subject of a security investi- 


gation by this office, The _New York Division has verified the perma- 

nent presence of the subject in its division as residing and working at the 

addresses listed below. The _ New York Division is being considered 

the new office of origin. Lf? 

Residencé Address: Apartment 35 Madison Ave. er 
___New York City, 28, New York 7 oe 


Business Address: ___ Unknown. 


Check the following applicable statements: 


This ‘individual has been the subject of a Communist Index Card. 
This individual is the subject of a Security Index Card.: 

(The Bureau is requested to make the appropriate changes in the 
Security Index at the Seat of Government. The : 

Division should affix the addresses reflected above and the 
appropriate case file number.) 

This subject was tabbed for Detcom. 

THis subject was tabbed for ComSab. 

This subject was carried as a Key Figure or Top Functionary. 
Handwriting specimens have been furnished to the Bureau. 

A photograph has been furnished to the Bureau. 


Ce 


The following pertinent items ‘are being forwarded to the new office of origin 
with-its copies of this letter: 


_ Security Index Cards 


Serials (specify) Serials forwarded to New York Office by 
New Haven Ne te van 5/29/51. 
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Remylet 10-3-51 requesting the New York Office to interview subject 


re information set forth in that commhnication. 


The New York Office is requested to expedite this matter and furnish 
this office with the results obtained from this interview.- 


In view of the fact that there are no further leads outstanding. 
for this office in this matter, pending receipt of additional information from 
the New York Office this case is being considered RUC. ft : 
co-New York (100-1381) ; 
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From ; SAC, NEW YORK 
supject: RUTH JEANETTE YOUNGMAN, was. 


ys ESPIONAGE - R 

uy 

. ye , Forwarded herewith are seven copies of the 
report of SA ROBERT A. FRINK, dated Novewer es 1951 


at New York. 


Re New York letter 6 the Bureau, ted June 
16, 1951, wherein it was reported that eae aneaite 
would be interviewed concerning RUTH YOUNGMAN in the event 
a preliminary New York interview with him indicated that 
his professed willingness to cooperate was genuine. The 
Bureau was advised by New York letter, dated August 1, 1951, 
in the case entitled "RICHARD BRANSTEN, was,, INTERNAL ad 
SECURITY - R" (Bufile 100-80068) that subsequent to an 
interview with BRANSTEN on July 16, 1951 he apparently was 
determined to avoid furnishing: any information concerning 
Communist Party activities of persons other than known 
and admitted members. It was further pointed out, however, 
that an attempt could be made to obtain specific information 
from BRANSTEN concerning any matter in which the Bureau loa 
was interested, ae 
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(I- Albert Stanley Youngman) 
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Director, FBI 
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In view of the latter suggestion, BRANSTEN 
was interviewed by Special Agents ROBERT A, FRINK and 
ROBERT J. JACKSON from 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM on September 26, 
1951, at his place of business in the offices of STANLEY 
M. RINEHART, Publisher, 232° Madison Avenue, New York City. 
RICHARD BRANSTEN advised that he, along with his wife RUTH 
McKENNEY, was well acquainted with RUTH and ALBERT YOUNGMAN 
during his period of stay in Washington, DC. from 19,1 to 
the latter part of 193 and later between 1945 and 19,7 at 
Westport, Connecticut, subsequent -to his ZotuEe from 
Californias 

BRANSTEN said that he is mable to specifically 
recall the year or the circumstances under which he met the 
YOUNGMANS in Washington, but stated that their meeting 
undoubtedly took place during one of the many. discussions 
he led in various private homes in Washington, DC on the 
subject of "MARXIST INTERPRETATIONS OF HISTORY", when he was 
a correspondent for "New Masses". 


BRANSTEN related that he led several of these 
discussions in the home of the YOUNGMANS and that since his 
wife was not in Washington much of that time, he went to 
-dinner at the YOUNGMANS! home on several occasions. 


: BRANSTEN related that he did not see-the 
YOUNGMANS again after departing for California until he and 
his wife returned to Westport, Connecticut, where they, were 
surprised to see the YOUNGMANS who had purchased a home there. 
BRANSTEN again went to the YOUNGMANS! home’for dinner once 
or twice in Westport, but said that his wife did not accompan: 
him on these occasions, He said that he has not seen the 
YOUNGMANS since sometime in the latter part of 196 or early 
194.7. BRANSTEN advised that he was more closely acquainted 
with the YOUNGMANS than his wife RUTH, since’ shé met them . 
through him, BRANSTEN, only after he had become acquainted 
with the YOUNGMANS in Washington, DC, 
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It is being pointed out that BRANSTEN was 
completely evasive and contradictory at all times during the 
course of the interview with respect to Communist Party: 
membership on the part of RUTH and ALBEHT YOUNGMAN. He 
stated at one point in the interview ‘that he "never knew the 
YOUNGMANS as Communist Party members " At another-point, 
he said that "even if they are members of the Communist 
Party, he would not say so since he does not want to be an 
informer", He said at still another point during the course 
of the interview that the YOUN GMANS could possibly be con~ 
cealed Communist Party members "along with anybody else" 


With respect to the fact that he had led. 
faneise discussions in the YOUNGMANS! home, BRANSTEN. explained 
that as an open member of the Communist Party in Washington, 
he often made an effort to lead these discussions in the 
homes of non-party members because more favorable publicity . 
resulted unden such circumstances, He declined to say whether 
or not he had presided at.discussions in the YOUNGMANS' home 
for this reasons 


At the point of the interview, where BRAN STEN 
stated he had not seen ‘the YOUNGMANS since ‘196 or 194.7, he 
added that both he and AL YOUNGMAN would undoubtedly refuse 
to recognize each other should they presently have a chance 
meeting, BRANSTEN further declined to enlarge mpon. this. 
matter. 


BRANSTEN described RUTH and AL YOUNGMAN as 

"nice pcople" and stated that he is certain that the subject 
and her husband have never been engaged in activities which 
would be inimical to the interests of. the United States, 

such as espionage, He pointed out that the YOUNGMANS are 
currently and apparently contentedly engaged in operating a 
successful furniture business and they would be the first 

to shed any affiliations which would tend to destroy their 
democratic rights not only in the field of private enterprise, 
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but with respect to any other freedoms permitted in this 
country. 


It is being pointed out that BRANSTEN recalled 
RUTH YOUNGMAN was employed solely as a housewife wheh he 
first met her and her husband, It is indicated, in view 
of this information, that BRANSTEN became acquainted with 
the YOUNGMANS subsequent to August, 19l.2, when the subject 
resigned her employment with the Navy Department, BRANSTEN 
further recalled that AL YOUNGMAN had once been a school 
teacher and added that the subject and her husband are 
jointly engaged in their furniture business at the present 
time, to his knowledge, 


By reference New York letter to Bureau dated 
June 16, 1951, it was reported that the telephone number 
GRamerey 5-l.21h was listed for AL POLON, otherwise unidenti- 
ey at Communist Party Headquarters, New York City, in 
1976 ‘ : 


Confidential Bourcel __—| advised that man 
telephone number GRAMERCY5-l.21ll. is currently listed for 
THEODORE ISRsEL, S00 East Houston Street, New York City and 
the phone was connected at that address on August 23rd, 1995 
Confidential Po acer unable to advise concerning 
the listing of this number for the period prior to 19l,9.« 


It is reported in Washington Field letter to 
the Bureau, dated August 21, 1951; that correspondence from 
Mrs. H. GOLDENPERG, 56 Featherbed Lane, Bronx 52, New York, 
was reccived at the subject's Washington address on April 
27, 1951i It has been reported in the accompanying New York 
report that FRED GOLDENBERG of that address signed a 19h3 
Communist Party Nominating Petition, ‘ 


The New York files reflect that one FRED 
GOLDENBERG; 2385 Creston Avenue, Bronx, New York, was 
recommended unfavorably for the position of Special Agent 
following an interview on April 30th, 1911, No further 
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identifying data concerning this individual is maintained 

in the New York files and it is not known if he is identical 
with FRED GOLDENBERG who reportedly signed a Communist Party 
Nominating Petition, 


ey With further reference to Washington Field 
letter of August 21, 1951, it was noted that a trash cover 
reflected the subject had in her possession the address of 
"HENNY, c/o TED COLLINS, 1819 Broadway". 


It is being pointed out for information 
purposes that TED COLLINS, with a business address at 1819 
Broadway, New York City,.is the producer and director of 
the KATE SMITH RADIO AND TELEVISION SHOWS and that HENNY 
YOUNGMAN is a well known professional comedian, whose residenc 
is at 735 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, telephone Buck- 
minister 7-0839. “ ; 3 


This matter is being mentioned for any possible 
consideration on the part of the Washington Field office 
in the future investigation of the subject RUTH JEANETTE 
YOUNGMAN. ; 
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DETAILS: AT NEW YORK: 


It has been previously reported that 
Confidential Informants Tel and T-2, both of known reli- 
ability, advised that the subject or her husband had 
received correspondence from the following persons or 
maintained the addresses of these persons at her residence, 
3810 Legation Street, Northwest, Washington, DC. 


"TACK, ARTHUR, AND SONNY 
80 West hOth Street 
New York 18, New York " 


The Reversed Telephone Directory for the 
Borough of Manhattan,’ New York City, reflects that the Beaux 
Arts Building, containing numerous occupants, is located 
at 80 West Oth Street, New York City. The Building 
Directory at this address does not reflect a listing for 
persons identifiable with "JACK, ARTHUR, and SONNY". 


The New York files did not contain seo aaes 
tion which could be identified with the above-named 
individuals. 


Mrs, H, GOLDENBERG 
56 Featherbed Lane 
Bronx 52, New York 


The New York Telephone Directory for the 
Borough of the Bronx, New York, contains a listing for 
FRED GOLDENBERG, 56 Featherbed Lane, Bronx, New York, 
telephone TRemont 2~ 359) 


Confidential Informant T-3, of known reli- 
ability, advised that FRED GOLDENBERG of 56 Featherbed 
Lane, Bronx, New York, signed a New York City Communist Party 
Nominating Petition in 193. 


"GOURT AND SADIE 

105-16 63rd Road 

Forest .Hills, New York " and 
"SHILL, CORTY AND SADYE 

h1i5 Central Park West, Apty 3D, NYC 


phone RI, 9-01)" 


The New York Reversed Telephone Directory 


roe 
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for the Borough of :Queens, -New York, reflects a listing 
for ZIPPORAH SHILL, 105-16 63rd Road, Forest Hills, New 
York, telephone ILlinois 9-1387. 


Confidential Informant T-lh, of known reli- 
ability, advised that telephone number Riverside 9-01 
is listed in the name of ROSE T. POLON,110 West 96th Street, 
New York City. 

With reference to the latter named person, 
it has been previously reported that ALBERT L. POLON, 
with aliases AL POLON, AL POLAND, was a former business 
partner of the YOUNGMANS in the MANLON OFFICE FURNITURE 
COMPANY, Washington, DCG and reportedly moved to 28 East 
Tenth Street, New York City, in 19,3. 


Confidential Informant T-5, of known 
reliability, advised that SADIE T, SHILL, 110 West 96th 
Street, Néw York City, was a contributor to the Veterans 
of the Abraham Lincoln’ Brigade in 19h6 and that one §&. T. 
SHILL, 4.15 Central Park West, New York City, had also been a 
contributor to the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Bridgade. 


The Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade 
has been declared by the Attorney General to come within 
the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


Confidential Informant T-6, of known reli- 
ability, advised. that SADIE Ti SHILL, 4.15 Central Park West, 
New York City, telephone AC, 2+13lh, was one of the Dele- 
gates from the Citizens Committee of the Upper Westside, 
122 West 7lst Street, New York City, who attended the City- 
wide Conference of Inter-Faith and Inter-Racial Councils, 
called ‘by the Westside Council of Religious and Civic 
Organization, which was held at the Riverside Plaza Hotel, 
New York City, on June llth, 19hhé 


The Citizens Committee- of the Upper Westside 
has been declared by the Attorney General to come within 
the purview of Executive Order 98356 ; 


, Confidential Informant T-7, of known . 
reliability, advised that one 8S. T, SHILL, otherwise un- 
identified, deposited a check in the amount of $75300, 
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drawn on the Corn Exchange Bank and payable to the account 
of the Communist Party, New York State, at the Manufacturers 
Trust eae 32 University Place, New York Gity, on 

June 6th, 196. 


This information is not to be made public 
except in the usual proceedings following the issuance of 
a@ subpoena duces tecum. 


Confidential Informant T-8, of known reli- 
ability, advised that one 8S. T. SHILL, otherwise bud cenelPiads. 
contributed $3,00 at a dinner held on March 23rd, 192 at the 
Biltmore Hotel, New York City. This dinner, according to 
the informant, was sponsored under the auspices of the 
American Committee To Save Refugees and the United American 
Spanish Aid. Committee, and was-in tribute to all "Anti- 
Fascist Fighters" with PAUL ROBESON as guest of honor 


The United Aneninen Spanish Aid Committee 
has been declared by the Attorney General to come within 
the purview of Executive Order 98354 


Confidential Informant 1-9, of known reli- 
ability, advised that PAUL ROBESON: had been a member of the 
Communist Party uncer the name of JOHN THOMAS, 


SADIE SHILD, otherwise unidentified, was 
Treasurer of the New York League of Women Shoppers in 190, 
according to. Confidential Informant T-10, of known reliability 


In the booklet "Guide To Subversive Organiza~ ~ 
tions and Publications (and appendix)", dated March 3rd, 
1951, which was prepared and released by the Committee on . 
Un-American Activities, Washington, DC, the following is 
set forth. 


NTBAGUE OF WOMEN "SHOPPERS ~ tAn organization 
which this Committee found t bs’ a Communist controlled front 
by undeniable documentary evidence obtained from the files 
of the Communist Party in Philadelphia!, The original 
Executive Secretary of the League was HELEN KAY,- a- Communist 
Party member. (Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Report 3/29/lh, pgs, 121 and 181)," 
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It has been previously reported that 
Confidential Informant’T-11, of known reliability, advised 
AL YOUNGMAN, subject's husband, loved to expound Marxian 
Dogma which he had picked up from COURTNEY SHILL who, 
according to the informant, seemed to be the principal 
influence on YOUNGMAN. 

M. O. JOHNSON, Secretary and Treasurer, 
WOODSTOCK TYPEWHITER COMPANY, Woodstock, Illinois, advised 
SA. ROBERT J.’ WILSON of the Chicago Office on July 2nd, 199 
that one COURTNEY K. SHILL was Sales Manager and Branch 
Manager for the Washington, Dg Branch of that company from 
March 19th, 1938 to April lst, 19,0. SHILL was described 
as having been born on March 27th, 1893 at New York City 
and has Social’ Security Number 109-10-l61. His last known 
employment in April, 19.2 was with the American Car and 
Foundry Company, Berwick, Pennsylvania, SHILL#s last- 
known Washington address was 1)4h5 Spring Road, Washington, 
DG and his last known New York address, according to 
JOHNSON, was 6l,1 West 169th Street, New York City. 


Mrs, BLANCHE GAINES 
2h. Fifth Avenue 
New York 11,:-New York 
~ (formerly 1150 Park Avenue 
New York 28, New York as 


of 12/30/50) : 


In October, 1950 Confidential Informant T-1le, 
of known reliability, advised that JUNE LOCKHART, the daughtez 
of the old actor GENE LOCKHART, had been living with Mrs, 
BLANCH_ GAINES, who is an old friend of her mother, The 
informant stated that Mrs. GAINES resided at 1150 Park 
Avenue, New York City and is the widow of CHARLES GINSBERG. 
Her partner in a literary business is MURIEL FENTON, 0 
East Oth Street, New York City and they handle authors 
and television actors, The informant stated that Mrs, 
GAINES*t brother-in-law is SOLOMON GINSBERG of Columbia 
University who wrote a book attacking the capitalist theories 
of ADAM SMITH.. mE 
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SP Saad JUNE LOCKHART, according to the informant, 
told him that BLANCH_ GAINES is a Communist and had been 
trying to influence her. On April 19th, 1951 Miss JUNE 
LOCKHART advised SA ARTHUR S. BENNETT that she had no 
basis for her statement to Confidential Informant T-le 
to the effect that BLANCH_ GAINES was a Communist and 
that she would not know whether Mrs. GAINES was a 
Communist, a fellow traveller or associated with the 
Communist movement in any manner. 


Doctor JOHN F, MLONEY, husband of Miss 
LOCKHART, advised SA BENNETT that when the book "Red 
Channels" was published, Miss LOCKHART became quite upset 


regarding the number of Communists in the radio and writing 


field and therefore made statements regarding her belief 


that certain persons, one being Mrs. GAINES, were Communists. 


Doctor MALONEY stated that his wife made 
these statements without any foundation. He stated that 
Mrs. GAINES was not an old friend of the LOCKHART Family, 
but merely someone Miss LOCKHART's mother met while in 
a hospital. Neithen Miss LOCKHART nor her husband, Dre 
MALONEY, could furnish background information concerning 
Mrs. GAINES.. : a 7 7 ¥ 2 


Confidential Informant T-13;, of known 

reliability, advised that BLANCHE GAINES moved from 1150 
Park Avenue; New York City to 2) Fifth Avenue, New York 
City on February 1st,°1951 and in May, 1941 NATHAN 
SCHEINMAN, Assistant Manager at the Fifth Avenue Hotel, 

Fifth Avenue, New York City, advised SA. BENNETT that 
BLANCHE.GAINES was then reSiding at that hotel as a 
permanent gueste. 


C, A, VAN TASSEL, Building Manager, ),0 
Rast 9th Street, New York City, advised that BLANCHE 
GAINES was employed by MILDRED FENTON INCG., which firm 
occupied Room 170 at that address. 


‘Confidential Informant Tell, of known 


reliability, advised that BLANCH_ GAINES, white, 1271 
Rivas Street, San Antonio, Texas, otherwise unidentified, 
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had attended. a meeting with known members of the Communist 
Party at 1753 West Poplar, San Antonio, in 1941, The 
informant advised in 194.3 that the latter-mentioned BLANCH_ 
GAINES apparently was no‘ longer located in the vicinity of 
San Antonios 


The New York Telephone Directory for the 
Borough of Manhattan contains a listing for Miss BLANCHE 
GAINES, business ‘ East h9th Street, New York City, teler 
phone PLaza 9-826 ‘ , 


"'ETPSKY, ALEX, 
1h0 West 69th Street 
New York, New: York 


End, 21580" 


The’ New York Telephone Directory for the 
Borough of Manhattan reflects a listing for ALEX LIPSKY, 
140 West 69th Street, New York City, telephone ENdicott 
2-580 and a-listing for Mrs, ALEX LIPSKY of the same 
address; telephone TRafalgar’)-228, 


The files of the New York Office do not contain 
information identifiable with Mr, or Mrs, ALEX LIPSKY, 
"EDDIE, MABEL, ed 
tfind him at JOE and ROSE!s! 
telephone ELdorado 5887)" 


Confidential Informant T-, previously mentioned, 
advised that telephone number ELdorado 5-887), is listed in 
the name of JOE and ROSA ITALIAN & FRENCH RESTAURANT, 7hS 
Third Avenue, New York City, 


"SCHWARZ, ANNALEE 
hO West 8th Street 
New York, New York 


‘Telephone TRe 7-7295" 
The Reversed’ Telephone Directory for the Borough 


of Manhattan, contains a listing for HERBERT M. SCHWARZ, 1,0 
West Sith Street, New York City, telephone TR. 7-72956 ° 
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Information identifiable with HERBERT M. 
and ANNALER SCHWARZ is not contained in the files of the 
New York Office, 
"WITTER (or WITTEN), ANNA 
150 West 95th Street 
New York, New York 


The New’York Telephone ‘Directory for the 
Borough of Manhattan, contains a listing for Doctor LOUIS 
WITTEN, Optometrist, 307 Lenox Avenue, New York City, 
telephone MOnument 2-31.65, with residence at 150 West 95th 
Street, New York City, telephone UNivérsity -6166, — ® 


The files of the New York Office do not contain 
information identifiable with Doctor LOUIS and ANNA WITTEN, 
. ' < 4 
"YOUNGMAN, M, . ; 

1 West 82nd Street 


phone ERD. 2--3898" 


The above-named individual is possibly identical 
with the father of the. subject's husband, ALBERT STANLEY 
YOUNGMAN, . a 


- Tt is to be noted that MARKS YOUNGMAN reportedly. 
died on August 18th, 1950. ; 


"YOUNGMAN, OLGA . 
882 Fifty-First St. 
Brooklyn, New York® 


The New York Telephone Directory for the Borough 
of Brooklyn, New York, contains a listing for JACOB YOUNGMAN, 
882 Sist Street, Brooklyn, New York, telephone GEdney 88013, 


Information identifiable with JACOB and OLGA. 
YOUNGMAN does not appear in the New York files, ; 


"HENNY 
c/o Ted Collins 
1819 Broadway" 


It was ascertained. by SA JOSEPH A. GALLIGAN 
that the office pbuilding at 1819 Broadway contains the 
offices of TED COLLINS, Producer and Director of the KATE 
SMITH Radio & Television Shows ¢ 
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ADMINIS TRATI VE 
INFORMANTS 


rel 
{ 
a) 


Mail cover maintained on correspondence 
received by subject and her husband at 
3810 Legation Street, Northwest, Washington, 
DC during the period April 20th, 1951 through 
June 10th, 1951, as set forth in the report 

. of SA CARL F, MAISCH, dated 9/25/51, Washington, 
DC, in captioned cases 


[i 
i 
nm 


Trash cover maintained on the subject's 
residence at 3810 Legation Street, Northwest, 
Washington, DC, as set forth in the report 

of SA CARL F, MAISCH, dated 9/25/51, Washington, 
DC, in captioned case and as set forth in 
Washington Field letter to Bureau dated 8/21/51 
in the same case. 


: 
Le) 


Files of the Election Commissioner's Office, 
lOO Broome Street, New York City, as reviewed 
on 11/27/43 by Special Agents CHARLES 0. 
BLATSDELL, R. W. MALLEY, and M, D, KENNEDY, 
as set forth in the case entitled "CP USA, 

Is - 0". 


Boks et 


to Special b7D 
Agents F, J. SMITH and J. D. REID on 10/27/h7, 
as set forth in the case entitled "VETBRANS 
OF THE ABRAHAM LINCOLN BRIGADE,:IS-c", 


THO 3 Anonymous 


L-7 7 
; New Yor 
City, as set forth im the report of SA ALBERT 


. J. McGRATH, dated 2/3/17, at New York in the 
case entitled "CP USA+FUNDS, IS-c", 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
INFORMANTS 
7-8: Office of Censorship, NYU, as set forth in 


the report of SA MARION E, TORRENS, dated 
5/19/43 at New York City in the case entitled 
NJOINT ANTI-FASCIST REFUGEE COMMITTEE, IS-R", 


T-93 Former Confidential Imforment[ ep 
whose identity is known to the Bureau. : 

T1083 This information is maintained in the Indices 
Section of the New York Office only and 
possibly was obtained from the letterhead or 
official correspondence of the New York League 
of Women Shoppers; exhibit envelopes reflecting 
the source of this information however have 
been destroyed, 


Tell: Lats set forth in the report of SA CARL __ 
; Bi, SCH, dated 6/9/51 at Washington, DC b7D 
in captioned case, — 


2-128 a eee 
é ag se On In Bureau letter to New York 


dated 10/31/50 in the case entitled "BLANCH 
GAINES - SM - CO", 


Tel3: M, SILVERBLOOM, Superintendent, Gracie Station, 
ae US Post Office, 213 East 87th Street, NYC, as © 
set forth in New York letter to the Bureau 
dated 5/1/51 in the case entitled "BLANCH 
GAINES - SM -c", 


Lei: b7D 
‘Texas, as se or in 6 report 
of SA WILLIAM A, STIGLER dated h/20/3 at San 
Antonio, Texas, in the case entitled "BLANCH 
GAINES - CUSTODIAL DETENTION - Cc", 
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ee 


: 
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NY 65-15697 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
LEADS 
NEW YORK OFFICE: 


AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK: 


Will check the records of the Credit Bureau of 
Greater New York for the purpose of determining if ROSE T. 
POLON, 110 West 96th Street, New York City, is the wife of 
ALBERT L. POLON, formor business partner of the subject's 
husband and report any information concerning her appearing 
in the New York files. 


Will report results of a recontact with 
Confidential Informant T-l. with reference to the person 
listed for telephone number ERD. (possibly Endicott) 2~3898, 
which number was maintained by the subject for M. YOUNGMAN, 
hl West 82nd Street, New York City. 


Will make discreet inquiry in the vicinity of 
the JOE & ROSA ITALIAN & FRENCH RESTAURANT, 745 Third Avenue, 
New York City, for the purpose of identifying "EDDIE, MABEL", 
and report any pertinent information concerning these persons 
which may appcar in the New York files. 
REFERENCES: 

Washington Field letter to Bureau 8/21/51, 


Report of SA CARL F, MAISCH dated 9/25/51, 
Washington, DC. 
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Ps —— MenS@een + UNITED ST. a GOVERNMENT 


TO Director, FBI (100-80068) 7 pat . February hy 1952 
Ss “prom ; SAC, New York (100-14381) : no 
vas) . 
~ sdazer: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was. : . 
: SECURITY MATTER - _C we oe eae 4 


Rebulet 9/20/51 ana WEO letter, 10/3/51. 


ge Transmitted herewith to. the Bureau are five (5) copies My 
: of the report concerning the captioned pubioe written by SA JOHN 


cof unre MURPHY , 2/+/52,. New. York. - 


“Ag BRANSTEN has been interviewed on several occasions and. sl: 
Ce the information furnished by him is being set forth in the reports 
wA on thé subjects about wi whom he has given. in information. He He continued 
vo Fo PeTterats that he will not volmteer any” vu ormacion but, will LZ 
’ answer eee about specific individuals.’ ; et 


¢ 
q 
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na 
yt 
4 
Ze 


in 5 208s thon, he declared that while fe was in vacant 
ps 


G "New Masses" he did not associate with or is 


i B 


Son “news whi 
Cae gweeks later rather than.that which could be’ used’ as Spo 


i ra printed immediately, such as in the "Dai ly Worker." 

yf! i BRANSTEN furnished the following 4nformation with reference 

“to, “the eee ‘as set forth in the referenced’ WFO letter: 
Dated ae at : 


bY SEATRI cE ADELE, 


a BRANSTEN<belieyed that eMITH was aiieohea = in some ‘way Se 
the National-Headquarters of ‘the Communist Party and he believed 
that she might have been in’‘some way remotely connected with ‘his oe: Zz 

own CP group in Washington,’ D D.C. BRANSTEN stated that he might. ae 

ie met “SMITH at: sonie ofthe CP. functions. since he’ and. hi's wife... 
. spent a: gheat dealsof time-.in social life in: “order. that’ he ; ;eould 

make contacts whichédou}d, | ibe developed into stori¢s for: iNew Wr isbep." <a 
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prs daa 
BOBs LEY 
ll, Ne og nee Swed : : 
BRANSTEN vonaalg recalled the - name ‘HURLEY but 
furnish no ac al concerning this eave ties 


rt was --BRANSTEN'S bel hat he met SMYTHE at- some. 
time in the presence of CLIFFOR 2D4~DURR, who was the head of. ‘the 
FCC.in Washington, since. BRANS' Niand his wife were very | BS 
‘friendly with. the DURRS. .He: could furnish no further ‘informa- « 


\. 


: eos LEW SL g fp : bs gee el oo a 
yi BE» iy gNAL AN: GREGORY SLE STRVERMASTER Sea 8S a Brie 


= TEP eh 


. ~ BRANSTEN sayiesa that he pirst oe Peni ' 
in San Francisco in 1933. or. 1934 and -bpelieved™ ‘that -his intro- 
duction to- SILVERMASTER: was made by JOSE BAER | who was later ~~ 
connected with the publishing. firm of BONI'and GAER. He stated 
that: to the best of his recollection SILVERMASTER at that “time * 

was Chief Statistician of the State of California. He. stated - 

- that he had a close:.friendship with SILVERMASTER and admired 
him ieeae se boltevine: that. STLVEEMASTER hed a ‘~Niine. fa eae 
mind .. a ~ . 


SRANSTEN. declaréd. that he Lert california: in 1935. 
and STLVERMASTER came to Washington to be employed by-.the 
Government shortly thereafter. His. ‘friendship with SILVERMASTER 
continued and ‘they frequently visited, each others ‘homes. ; 
- BRAYSTEN stated. that he continues « to have.a strong affection. 
for SILVERMASTER. BRANSTEN stated he had. no knowledge -that ee 
' STIVERMASTER is now or ever has been 3. member of the CP. and ° 
would be inclined to doubt it. 


‘In éxplanation of this, BRANSTEN - seated that 
. §IIVERMASTER is an independent thinker, has a very stimulating ~ 
- mind and in discussions disagreed with BRANSTEN's. beliefs | 
which at that time were of the CP line. He ‘declared that. 
SILVERMASTER had an extremely penetrating view of. Soviet | 
Russia and because of his ability, to read. the Russian - 
Pear could | see moves ae by the veer 
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; BRANSTEN stated that by macau the Soviet: Press : a 
and idagazines SILVERMASTER - could diminish the propaganda 
appearing in these publications and analyze it into.the true 
. motives of the Soviets. BRANSTEN went on to state that 
SILVERMASTER was very "anti-Munich" and "anti-Hitler" and 
that SILVERMASTER was. of the belief that if the government 
. of the Soviet Ufion survived World War II it would emerge as 

a democratic, COURYEY : | 


q 


BRANSTEN considered: it possible ‘that SILVERMASTER 
had met Prey sie his home but he did not ‘know of any. - 
association between GOLOS and SILVERMASTER and could not 
recall ever having seen them-together. He advised he had 
no*knowledge that: SILVERMASTER had ever engaged in espionage © 


‘activities on behalf / the SE Union and disbelieved any of 


such allegations. 


oe be 


| aS? wt Ne-PETETP Ont OLINAKEENEY, with alias. ANGUS ese 


Concerning g@ these- individuals STEN declared that 
PHILIP KRENEY was knoyn to him as ANGUS/KEENEY and he first _. 
met them through theysILVERMASTERS at ‘a unrecalled time. He- 
believed that PHILTY) KEENEY. Ww was then employed in the Library 
of Congress. He declared that while he had. never considered 

. PHILIP KBENEY a good friend of his the latter had considered 
him, BRANSTEN, a good friend and had sought his advice on 
“several occasions. He advised he had discussed Communism © 
with PHILIP KEENEY on more than one o¢casion and considered. 

- him to be "quite leftist." Qn one occasion. BRANSTEN advised - 
-KEENEY of books to.read to obtain a more thorough knowledge 

- of Communism but he had no knowledge whether KEBENEY and his 
wife are now-or ever had been members of the CP. He advised 
that he has not seen either one of them since approximately. 


196. : aes ai | rie 
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. pm recalled. the name of WAHL but knew nothing gi A 
at all about his. background or activities. si 
: Ky ‘ 
_BENRY CHARIS ALRISHER iy ae ee 

BRANSTEN ea ea ea thee FLEISHER was in the a 


and worked for Barre? hoes on the "CIO News." He beliewed 
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-marriage since PARK is maffied to a daughter of. BRANSTEN's «4 


a : . : ‘ OS Seas . “ : 7 Fe 
oP ee ‘ * . , 5 7 Pie Sone ql 
| SE. 4 ws at ee | 


Letter to Director = 
NY 100-14381- Sots as, SES 


that FLEISHER came aon: New. York and BRANSTEN ae knew tae 
when he went to the "CIO News" office on ‘his: "beat" to secure 
information and facts for articles for "New Masses."" As far 


as BRANSTEN knew FLEISHER was not. a member of the CP and he- 


seemed to recall that FLEISHER at one time was: in the U.S. an? aly. 
Army. e ae 4 


(3 


ay on ee 


~ WELEARD Z Vase nes Ze oe : ul 


BRANSTEN advised ‘that he is related <6 PARK- 


“bora ow 


~. unele.- He stated that he knew PARK original ly ‘in San ‘Francisco: 


‘and subsequently ‘in Washington, D.C., where he visited PARK at 
the latter's office when PARK was employéd at the office of .- 


' Co-ordinator of Inter-American’ Affairs. He.declared that on. 


officials. 


the occasions of his visits t6. this office he had been furnished 
with news and-the gossip. popcorns ns Sentral. ant South American 


 BRANSTEN had no “eaetee that PARK ‘is or ever had 


been a member of the CP and would doubt it very much: He had 


no recollection of having referred PARK to JACOB GOLOS. and 


=. was not aware una they were sedner eed with aco other. 


LPERIN tar ae ae oa: so 


_~ BRANS TE! recalled that HALPERIN. was a friend: of: we 


a UTED PARK but could not recall HALPERIN personally although 


shad /A recollection of having visited HALPERIN's house on , 


cee occasion and remembered that. HALPERIN's wife was a litthe | 
' social minded. He had no knowledge concerning CP -membershin | 


of the HALPERINS and could not re ever having rererred 
F HALPERIN. to JACOB ie : 


CHARIE AsO. Cee So, ued | OE 


Rafe ame eee 


HESS 
| BRANSTEN stated. he first met FLATO- when he ‘went. -. 

“ Washington and believed he was.what was called a young "brain ‘ 
_truster." It was BRANSTEN's belief that FLATO did not trust 
..BRANSTEN ‘and as a result found they had difficulty in dealing | 
’ with one another. BRANSTEN stated that FLATO would never talk © 
> about anything and would hedge about any. topic that BRANSTEN 

“ " would bring up’. Paes poms Teeres: ae to be ‘theoretically - 


Letter = Director 
NY 12100-14381 


sympathetic with the cP and that He knew the liberal Ulett wing" 
the same as BRANSTEN- did. PLATO was not known to BRANSTEN asa 
“member of the CP. 


woop erm on 8 fu. 7 fie 


BRANSTEN first met STERN in San Francisco’ at tne 
U.N. Conference in 1945 at which time he was publicity, man 
for the Yugoslav delegation, - TERN was a former newspaper man 
and BRANSTEN considered him aoc be a Communist since oO 
usually and invariably a press agent for the Yugoslavs would | 
not be a-Communist. STERN's job was to merely. give out 
favorable information concerning Yugoslavia. It was BRANSTEN! s 
belief that STERN stayed with the Yugoslav government after 
the break with ST AEIN and doubted that he was a member: of. the 
Communist oats. ar & 


X& 


: BRANSTEN recalled that JO. 
OF "New Masses" knew BATT who was ° with the War 
Production Board and BRANSTEN was told to interview him in 
1942, This BRAMSTEN did and when BATT -found-out that 
"New Masses" was a Communist publication he thoroughily*berated 


. BRANSTEN and’ voiced - ‘violently anti-Communist sentiments. 
BRANSTEN ‘stated he oniky talked to BATT five minutes on this - : K 
,one occasion and knew nothing further about him. . aan 

1 Lee, oe ee, Alu 
4 
— 


ee _ BHANSTEN stated that BRANCA was,.in ise, the head . 
* iE the Communist Party in Washington, D.C.., and his employment - 
Was as a taxi-drivery”~ BRANCA took over from MARTIN CHANCERY 
as head of the Party when -CHANCEY was drafted into thé” Army. 
He recalled that. BRANCA was there when-he left Washington. : 
BRANSTEN considered BRANCA to be a routine CP organizer who 
had nothing: to do with "New Masses." In addition, BRANSTEN . 
- recalled that BRANCA and CHANCEY. both invited BRANSTEN and 
“his wife to various affairs in order that they could lend their =~ 


neues to these. affairs: mainly for publicity purposes .. eg i che ed 
ae) : al’ ah : it 
MARTIN ROHANCEY | Ad : Wee 


are BRANSTEN stated. CHANCEY was section organizer er ie) 
cenmeseitParty in 1h. “doe after*which he was drafted into the U. S. ul 
. eo “<i COMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY e 
es UE i de, MS ae Gane BE VE SSE § 
ree INDUS eae EMPL. 'G ARDY Se age. 
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- extremely valuable as a source of. information since the Party 
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-Army and no further contact 1 was maintained with him by BRANSTEN, 
CHANCEY was considered to be a difficult personality SL CROUSD 
friendly, well-educated and an ordinary. CP oresniscns 


y, . -) 
EMA] COLODNY ; ; yee ~A 


BRANSTEN knew nothing at ‘all concerning ‘this cet 


- ‘smyfEINSTEIN oe 4 


-- BRANSTEN knew nothing. pony this individual. 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 


National. Committee of the Communist Party and inasmuch as she ~“, 

Was publicly known as such he had contact with her concerning 

"New Masses" and other CP activity. He. considered FLYNN to be - 

a good front woman for the CP since she was with the Socialist pr 
w 


FLYNN was known to BRANSTEN as re a eae’ of the upg 


‘ and ‘Communist movement for such a long period of time. 


‘WiRotnty/CARDTNER 


-. : hae 
ae BRANSTEN stated that GARDINER took his place in Wei 
Washington as- correspondent for:"New Masses" and that she 1 oa ; 
; connected with ederated Press which he presumed to be CP Ft" 
dominated since it was so vitally interested in the activities 
ofthe Party on all--occasions. BRANSTEN trained GARDINER to 
take his job and’ she was with:him*one year before she took ~ 
‘over the.work., After he left Washington he had no further , 
. contact with GARDINER although he saw her name on various \ 
“occasions as being connected with "New; Masses." 


- Hoyi\appock . pe | . Wey 
er : i ; 7 an U ‘ 

; HADDOCK was the legislative representative of the , 

National Maritime Union and BRANSTEN considered him to be ~ 


line of the "second front" involved the use of ships.-- BRANSTEN 
considered HADDOCK to be a friend of his and? <during their | 
contacts in Washington BRANSTEN secured a lot of information 
from him since he. knew a number of people and,. therefore, was 
helpful. In addition, BRANSTEN considered HADDOCK to be 
“influential at the Capitol and as such was a "real lead" into 

: CIO. BRANSTEN bélieved that HADDOCK © was mot anti- Communist - 
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aeteen bo: Director, 

BY _10G-14381.” . lh es 
vat ‘that time Et. later: on: 1 became anti-dommnist ‘pat ‘still | 
remained : i friendly. 


"_Baonne/fannina’ 


caine fea? 


 aehnis 3 ‘but: tacitum- nant a not used. as, a “source. Of: any 
eborles | by. BRANSTEN« ‘ pe Bee eee? eS 


‘ vitk lien aceenes aenate) —_ * 
Poe ie ae “GAPIN Was: a reportar. for the’ "Daily Worker™ and. 
~ enOWwn to .BRANSTEN: ‘tobe: a: tember. of -the.:CP. as’ was .the’ “wifes. 
“LAPIN was? very,.friendly to. -BRANSTEN- and his: wife-and.was .... 
openly. a, member of the..CP, . At the. ‘time’ BRANSTEN. knew: LAPIN, | 
AAPIN: Was: aceredited: and: aécepted by newspaper: ‘men -afid«was | 
Limnown. - “to: sonal newspaper’. field‘.as an: ‘individual.~whose ethics © fi 
Wi nd. 1% gees any ; dirty . tricks: 5 


- 7 este | oe, 
Accs _  BRANS TEN bedzeved: that. tevin. was’. ‘an. indiyiaual wh: A 
a. was’ “uhowt. ‘to. the members” of “the: Party it: Washington, ‘DLC.5. as: XN 
.a “brouble’ ‘shooter! for: ‘the National: Headquarters <2. He: recalled A. ? 
that TEVIN- approached. him. -to work: harder in’ doce elab works 
AES: social: activities: at night. Jana: 
eagiityehe: airing” the . aay. edn a position | 46, 
fad. “this ae shih, TBVIN was. rather: perturbeds 7, ; 


ee 


af 


eae : a 
ed 2 ) EMPLOYED. Bi bes PHER © 


aetet| 


| _ Letter to Director 
ns NY 100-14381 


the carpenter ‘or Paiaaae trades aad: was a member of a union 
group which was considered to be "leftist" but not knovn as 

ist. RINIS was an older man who was interested in the 
Jewish cultural field with the result that BRANSTEN thought 
he might have lectured to the group of which RINIS was a 
member on cultural matters of the Jewish people. 


enizaneny ean ae Aika Ae 


BRANSTEN reéarIéd the name and believed thatsshé was 
what might be called "CP dictator." She was a functionary of 
the Party and BRANSTEN heard that she was always difficult to 
deal with’ although he had very little contact with hep. 


{ er 4 

Thi thatvaauda was. known to BRANSTEN. as. being the} 
wife AS TLINCHANCEY and he last saw her in 1945 ata 

- reception of the WFTU-Snd U.N. delegates in San Francisco. 
He knew her to be connected with the ILA in San Francisco and . 
believed she.was a member-of the Communist Party. 


JULES AZANOVER . 

iT § 

This individual was not known to BRANSTEN 
“ANN and JACK ; . | 


PRANSTEN reshiied the one Pk ebcr was in the tr¢ 

“union movement in the United Shoe Wefkers and he got to know 
him through MARTIN CHANCEY. BRANSTEN used ZUCKER as a source 
of information for some articles for "New Masses" and recalled 
that ZUCKER was an expressive individual -who talked a lot. 

BRANSTEN did not know whether he, was a member of the CP but | 

\ considered him to be a monitor of younger. groups eoneernae 

\ spade unions , American History and, soapxigm. : 


sey: Ye 


Sb: aa 


sth ks Sy lattes to Director - ea, . ee 
ee AY. 100- 14381 ea tet eas 


ae co * BRANSTEN - ‘stated that except for ADAM LAPIN: ne: oe: 
Ba never saw any of these: andividuals- after he left - Washington,” 
Dees ‘and could not recall: any additional information ~ : 
concerning ‘then at. the present time. .He stated, however, » nie 
- that. if. he- recalled. anything further eoncerning "these Hers one 
“he: would advise | ‘this’ office. .¢ 


= aan tte ‘ eek a me q 


- The: WFO: “ showld- give. acpsticseien < 46 preparing | ee 
Specific questions © concerning Specific individuals since ee iz 
J us f:appears that. BRANSTEN will’ not: enlarge: “upon information he. 
pe os -vifarnd shes “uriless questioned ‘in detail. In ‘this: regard if 
s i. |. the WFO feels. that the- information. ‘set forth: above is. ee 
ee sufficient: to warrant more. detailed questions -by agents. of.. 
a oe ee that: office - -concerning thesé persons and additional: andi. 
eee sviduals. believed to bé known to. BRANSTEN then the. Bureau. 0 a eee, 
ee can. be-requested to authorize-agents: of. the pikes to. ‘iitervicw : a 
_ BRANSTEN in. Darson ‘in New York Clty, oe ee eeanecg 


oon -ithe: correlation. memo: ovwerted te: Hew York by * 
“Based: Jebter, 5/17/51 y:has: been reviewed: and ‘dabpequokt® oo 

eee "_interviewsswith, BRANGTEN wild- be® ‘conducted, as” to Ngo as 
oe  Amowledge’ of persons. ‘Set. forth. ‘in. aes weet ae ae 


oa TTD « 


Sh ‘The ‘Burest’ will. ‘be. advised as: “$6: tte: ‘pesilts. of: 
Mineca: “interviews: ‘and the information® urnished- will. ‘be. ae 
“appropriately. disseminated..,.: At ther. sen’ i TEN: 
ts. being carried: by..‘the New. ‘Zork, OFF Eee, as. a sourée me 

information’. on. Sommunist mnebters «. = . > 
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RICHARD BRanisTEN, + Was.” 


: J)| SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: os subjeut pesiaes ieee ee am HVC. = 
vy 02 OR «a -. Employed as editor at Rinehart -& Co., Inc., 
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eg ere te, en, ee Se employed ‘ag an editor: ‘With’ Rinehart and: Company 5| 
_ Ind. 5. book publishers; 232 Madison poUMe's: Rew vor® 


om a senna * 
Command st Party. Activities: : ar 
+ aes Confidential Informant T- “1; of Imown reliability, : 
x CAheiecs that the New Committee'for Publications. 


was a. ‘faetOwrest group with which. the* subject and his wife were 
_associated. céording to the informant, ‘the. subject and his wife, 
BUTEA KENNEY)- were expelled. by. the Party for left.sectarianism and ° 
‘subsequently went to Belgium to reside. there. © According to the | ; 
informant , _ this expulsion took place - in. the Communi st Party of - 
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- Connecticut and’ -after an appeal their’ reinstatement was denied. 
oo ... The informant considered the subject to.be a person — 
of considerable education and in the 1930's wrote a book on 
the economy of the United States which is a very scholarly 
volume. ~ In addition, the informant declared that the subject 

- was formerly, on the staff of "New Masses" and that his wife. 

“was an author in her own right having published several books” 

| .particularly one ‘which was entitled "Love Story" which dealt 

‘ with her meeting with the subject and her early associations . 


within the Communist: Party. 

s ’ ‘feecording to Confidential Informant T-2, of known 
reliability, the subject first met EUGENE} DENNIS, General 
Secretary of ‘the Communist Party in 1939 “and TO4%0, at a 
Communist Party convérition held at St.“Nféliolas Arena, New 
York City, at.which time DENNIS was one of the speakers. 
The informant stated BRANSTEN later met:DENNIS in 1942 in” 


’ Washington, D.C., while :the subject was a reporter for;"New - 
Masses," a weekly Communist publication, at a time when | 
DENNIS had occasion to visit Washington and criticize the | 
subject's work.; This, according to the informant, resulted. .-) 
in an argument between: the subject’ and DENNIS with the one 

result that DENNIS sent an unknown person to Washington to’ ’ 

_ ‘start a. smear. campaign against: BRANSTEN accusing him of being 
“a Mgtool pigeon," "unreliable" and "working for the Germans." 
.. The informant bélieved that BRANSTEN considered DENNIS: to be. 

- arrogant; nasty and domineering: and that BRANSTEN knew nothing | 
e concerning. any connection of DENNIS with an underground group . 
Oe or infiltration of .Oss. ose * oe Te 8 : 


(7 oe ss fhe informant further declared that BRANSTEN, while - 
‘She. was ,in. Washington, was responsible to EUGENE DENNIS and:. = ° 
OO _ ALBERT} BLUMBERG , who was identified-as a Party functionary 
\.. from BaTtimoré; and that he was careful &s to what was - 

- written. during: the war years :since the subject indicated he 

' did not wish to write anything which would hurt the United 

States. | ar ; — a aac 
Hoop. Fe a ot or Phe informant concluded by stating that since. ake 
pre {iy /ERANSTEN and ‘his. wife broke with the Communist Party in.1946° ~ 
We “they made a concerted effort to avoid séétieary friends who - 


“are lmown by them. to have been Communist Barty members since 
they desire that their break with the Communist Party be 
complete. . — ep eR ; oe Zee ee 


NY _100-14381 

| There is no indication that the subject is any 

| .. | longer connected with the Communist Party or any of its 
activities and this case is being placed in a closed status 
by. the authority of the Special Agent in Charge. 
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ae Ne RICHARD BRANSTEN was reinterviewed by SAS J OHN. T. are ay 
nr: MURPHY and CHARLES P. SILVERTHORN on 7/23/52 at his residence eres: i 
si Apartment 3S, 1356 Madison avenue, NYC. It should be pointed © *-4 4 
~~ out that BRANSTEN. again was evasive in answering specific re EON Bh 
questions regarding Communist affiliations or any. espionage . " 

| activities of individuals known to him. Whenever he was a gh 


questionéd concerning an individual whose Communist 

affiliation, was a matter of record, he would furnish very 
_ limited information regarding them. As.in previous interviews, 

BRANSTEN mentioned that while he was in Washington, D. C. as 

a correspondent for "New Masses" during World War II, his _ 

main purpose when writing was to set forth the~policy of. the, 

Communist Party as to the second front, price control, | 
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BRaNSTEN was questioned specifically regarding 
a number of individuals who reportedly contacted him in the 
paste He furnished the following information concerning 
these individuals: 


5 
DIMITRIW+MANUIL SKY 


BRANSTEN stated that while he was an accredited 
correspondent for "New Masses!" he was sent to San Francisco 
to cover the formation of the United Nations. He stated he 
met DIMITRIV MANUILSKY, who was the Fussian Ukrainian 
Delegate to the San Francisco Conference, at a cocktail partye 
BRANSTEN stated the meeting was very short and he had no 
further dealings with MaNUILSKY, , 


PREDERICK VANDERBILT FIELD 


-- 


BRANSTEN stated that in his capacity as a 
correspondent for "New Masses" he had met FIELD several times 
at different affairs but stated he did ndt know FIELD 
personally, He stated FIELD was a very wealthy individual 
who BRANSTEN believed to bean authority on the Far Raégt, 
FIELD formerly was an editor of "New Masses", 


NATHAN GREGORY SILVERMASTER 


BRANSTEN mentioned that he has been, questioned in 
detail concerning his association with SI VERMA STER ; 
previously. He was specifically questioned concerning a 

course in "Economics of Capitalism" which BRaNSTEN reportedly 
took under the instruction of SILVERMASTER in California in 
1934. BRaNSTEN admitted taking such a course in economics 

from SILVERMASTER at a school in San Francisco which was run 

by JOSEPH GAER in 1935. BRaNSTEN denied this school was 
Communist, In fact, the Communist Party attacked this school's 
principles and teachings and according to BRaNSTEN the cp 

also attacked GaER and SILVERMaSTER very bitterly, 


BRANSTEN stated SILVERMASTER prior to teaching at 


GAER'S school had beeh ar instructor at. St, Mary's College in 
Kalifornia and specifically he taught a course in economics 


ot Jon 
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called "History and Economic Thought", BRANSTEN described 
SILVERMASTER as a brilliant student of economics and a 
Marxist. He stated later on that he ran into SILVERMASTER 
in Washington, D. Cy SILVERMASTER was an avid supporter of 
the New Deal and also an avid supporter of the Democratic 
Administration, 


At this time, BRsaNSTEN again denied knowledge of any 
underground activity in Washington, D. CG. and denied discussing 
such a topic with SILVERMASTER. BRANSTEN stated he has not 
seen SILVERMASTER since 1947. He former y corresponded with 
SILVERMASTER until about 191.8 but even discontinued 
correspondence because he, BRaNSTEN, thought that any kind 
of an association by him with SILVERMaSTER woudl do great / 
harm to SILVERMASTER'S reputation, 


BRaANSTEN attempted to explain the above statement 
by asserting that he was an open member of the Communist Party 
and that anyone who associated with him or corresponded with 
him was in danger of being classed as a Red sympathizer. | 
BRANSTEN said: it was politically unwise for him to continue 
to associate with SILYERMASTER because of hig, BRANSTEN'S, 
Communist reputation 


mS 
BRANSTEN identified VOLKOV as the son of GREGORY 
and HELEN SILVERMASTER. He described VOLKOV as a charming 
end brilliant young man who last visited the BRANSTENS in 
1945. BRANSTEN stated he had no knowledge of any Communist | 
political activity on the part of VOLKOV. 


GERHARDT EISLER 


BRaNSTEN knew EISLER as a high functionary in the 
International Communist Party by reputation onlye He thought 
he recalled meeting EISLER one time in 1934 in San Prancisco 
during a strike but he covld remember no additional meeting de. 
BRANSTEN stated he saw EISLER at several conventions of the 
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Communist Party in Madison Square Garden and elsewhere but 
he has had no personal dealings with him. 


ROY HUDSON 


BRANSTEN recalled HUDSON as the head of the Trade 
Union Department in Communist Party Headquarters, New York 
City, during the early 19h0's. HUDSON was also a member ,of 
the National Committee of the Communist Party at that time, 
BRANSTEN mentioned he once knew HUDSON around Party 
Headquarters but he had no personal dealings with him that 
he could recall, i. 


LOUIS ADAMIC 


BRANSTEN recalled meeting ADAMIC at a cocktail 
party about fifteen years ago. BRANSTEN could not recall 
any other meetings with ADAMIC and stated he therefore never 
knew him other than through his writings. He described 
ADAMIC as a good journalist, 


HAAKON CHEVaLIER 


BRANSTEN described CHEVaLIER as a good friend of 
his in California prior to 190, when BRANSTEN. Left 
California to live in the East, BRANSTEN thought he saw 
CHEVALIER one time in 194 in Hollywood but this was just 
a social meeting. BRANSTEN described CHEVaLIER as left of 
center but he could not state definitely whether CHEVALIER 
was a member of the Communist Party, He thought CHEVALIER 
was an instructor in French at the University of. California, 


JOSEPH GAER 


BRANSTEN said he was a friend of GAER until about > 
1945. BRANSTEN ceased to be friends with GaER over a personal 
matter which had nothing to do with politics, He first met 
GAER in California at the school GAER operatede GAER moved 
to New York City in about 1936 and BRANSTEN Later saw him in 


am 
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Washington, De C, At that time GAER was writing pamphlets 
for the CIO. BRANSTEN does not know definitely if GaER was 
a member of the Communist Party. ° 


LEE PRESSMAN 


BRANSTEN stated he knew LEE PRESSMAN very well in 
Washington, D. Cy, and he saw PRESSMAN on the average of two 
or three times atweeke BRaNSTEN mentioned he was in Washington 
from the fall of 19l1 until the spring of 19h), BRANSTEN 
described PRESSMAN as General Counsel for the CIO, and a 
brilliant mane BRaNSTEN mentioned he saw PRESSMAN frequently 
in order to obtain material for his writings in "New Masses, 
When asked if PRESSMAN was a member of the Communist Party, 
BRaNSTEN stated "PRESSMAN'S political and labor views are 
well known and I can not add to them", 3 


ABE BURROWS 


BRANSTEN stated he met ABE BURROWS in Hollywood, 
California in 194 or 1945. BRANSTEN said_he was in California 
from the spring of 19) until the spring of 1915 when he and 
his wife RUTH MC KENNEY. moved to Connecticut, BRANSTEN ; 
described BUEROWS as a very witty individual and possessed 
a typical actor's personality, BRANSTEN had no information 
regarding BURROW'S affiliation or membership in the Communist 
Partye . 


NATHAN WITT 


BRaNSTEN knew NATHAN WITT in Washington, D. 0. 
while WITT was a member of the National Labor Relations Board, 
BRANSTEN considered WITT/a good friend of his until Wit? 
represented BRANSTEN in/a custody suit against his former wife 
LOUISE BRANSTEN in 19.5%" The custody suit was over the child 
of RICHARD and LOUISEABRaANSTEN. BRANSTEN mentioned that he 
lost half a fortumeAn this custody suit and finally it was 
necessary to dismiss WITT as his lawyers He said he found out 
WITT was just "bleeding" him and was also sympathizing with 
LOUISE BRaNSTEN in this custody fight, BRsaNSTEN mentioned 
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the child is now in his custody but he spent a great deal of 
money in court fightse He said he had no information regarding 
NATHAN WITT'S political activities or membership in the 
Communist Party+s 


CHARLES KRAMER 


BRANSTEN stated he’ knew KRAMER very casually 
during World War II in Washington, Ds C. when KRAMER was a 
member of the, TRUMAN Investigating Committee. BRANSTEN 
stated he used to attempt to obtain material for his 
stories from KRAMER but KRAMER always seemed to be afraid of 
him. BRaNSTEN said this was probably because KRaMER knew 
that BRANSTEN was an open.member of the Communist Partye 


HARRY DEXTER WHITE 


BRaNSTEN knew WHITE casually and he also attempted 
to obtain meberial, for his news stories from WHITE, WHITE 
at that time was an Assistant Treasurer and he was very 
helpful on tax questions. WHITE also acted ag if he was 
"scared to death" of BRaNSTEN, Again BRaNSTEN thought that 
the reason for this was his open membership in the Communist 


Party. 


STEVE NELSON 
BRaNSTEN stated he met STEVE NELSON in Spain in 


Sither 1937 or 1948. At that time BRANSTEN was a correspondent 


covering the Spanish War, He stated he thought he had seen 
NELSON six or seven times since then at diffearent functions 
of the Communist Party. . BRANSTEN mentioned that NELSON'S 
membership in the Communist Party was a well known fact and he 
could add nothing further, BRsNSTEN never knew NELSON 
personally. t 


' 


Underground Activity in Washington, Ds Ce. 


According to LOUIS F. BUDENZ, Former Managing 
Editor of the "Daily Worker", Bast Coast Communist newspaper, 


~ Tw 
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BRUCE MINTON, the Party name of RICHARD BRANSTEN, had 
contacts in the Office of Strategic Services, and that 
EUGENE DENNIS was in charge of infiltrating OSS. MINTON 
was engaged in "secret work for the Party". 


Regarding the above, BRANSTEN denied mowing anyone 
in OSS and denied doing secret work for the Communist Party 
there while he was in Washington, De Ce or at any other time, 
He stated he was a reporter for "New Masses! and‘ his political 
affiliations were well known. He described himself as a 
known Communist journalist representing a legal party at that 
time. Since he was an open member of the Communist Party, 
BRANSTEN said that all persons who were not Communists avoided 
any contact with him, Anyone who did associate with him 
risked being classified as a sympathizer, BRaNSTEN again 
denied doing any secret work for the Communist Party or 
having any information on any underground activity. He 
stated he was rather neuvrotic,in this respect in that he was 


afraid 4.0 anything that illegal, BRaNSTEN denied know= 
ing JACOBAGOLOS and ELIZABETH, BEN TLEY . 


~sam 


: In view of BRaNSTEN'S residence and-employment in 
Washington, De 0., for about three years during World War 
II, he was questioned regarding the following individuals’ 


with negative results: 
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—!. ‘ 

4 obey WHITTAKER \CHAMBERS HAROLDXGI,ASSER = 

y PF" aLEXaNDERPSTEVENS, wa, aBRaHalNGLaSsER 

Lee J {PETERS -  BELIAYGOLD ) 

fees | SOHNPK BT SONIYGOLD | 

"ie HENRYX COLLINS MI CHaBLAGREENBERG- 

NATHANAPERLOW —JOSEPRXGREGG 
al GERXHISS MilIRI CH7 HALPERIN 
DONALDAHISS IRVINGSKAPLAN - 

j SOR /ADLER ; DUNCaNSUER / 
NORMaN¢BURSLER HaARRYSMA GDORF 
FRANIESCOE “\\__, VICTORWRERLO ' 
EDWaRD/FITZGHRaLD BERNARD S.AREDMONT 
WILL TaMRREMINGTON JORRINRENOL DS : 


os 
Gis: « 


x 


Letter to Director, FEI: 
NY" 100-11, 381, 


if . Ny! 
‘ALLAN “ROSENBERG WILLIaM HENRY “TAYLOR “ 
HELEN| TENNEY DONALD WELLER 


West ee activity BY 


« Ny 
Inasmich as. BRANSTEN was fotmerly married a6 
LOUISE BRANSTEN and since he was Living on, the West- Coast 


from April, 1944 to May, 19l1, he was questioned | concerning 
a number of persons in California who havé’ been associated _ 
with LOUISE BRANSTEN,. 


He ,denied knowing ee ollowing; 
ee oe 


JAMES’ W. fron MALLE 
RALPHAGUNDLACH GEOR GOAL. TEN-LON 
MARTIN, RAMEN 


JOSEPH ‘WoopRoWyA INBERG 


RANSTEN also denied knowing’ VASSILDGUBILIN, 
PAV arin, former Vice Counsel of the USSR thlNew York, 
and’ GREGORY. .KEIPITZ, 


former Vice ‘Counsel in: San WEE C1500, 
‘ 
Very truly yours, 


plot ly. (3 vonboo 


LELAND V. BOARDMAN 
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TO 3 ' Director, FBI (100- 80068) DATE: | 10/20/52 i 

LV Gron : SAC, New York (100- 14381) | - P " ere 

einer. - RICHARDBRANSTEN, wa. a —o 
“ INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


ag 


Re New York letter 9/15/52. 


The subject and his wife left the Unitea States at 

the Port of New York 9/30/52 on the 8S Liberte. BRANSTEN - 

advised they. were going to France for an indefinite pericd of. 
time to write articles for "Holiday" Magazine and nena 
bo write a few books. 


are 
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adit a sh w 
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ee 
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phe eee epee 
eee es 


wetag. 2 aE 
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Agere “He stated his address for the Searent will be Post 
a Respant, Pau (Basses-Pyrenees),; France, and if he secures a - 
. new address he will advise the New’ York office. As.soon as he, 
\:' peturns to the United States at an unknown future date he will 
x contact this office and so advis oo : : 


ae A closing report will be submitted in, this case ‘by 
S “Novenber 21, 1952. 
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TH tenia “x CHARACTER OF CASE : ‘ 
an: ¢ 2. SECURITY MATTER ~ C 
RICHARD BRANSTEN, wasSe . TNUERNAL S#CUKITY - fi 
“ : 
I ; 2uf 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject presently in France with 


roa) . 
wife for indefinite period to write aL fo 
articles for "Holiday" magazine and. 
possibly a few pooks. Resigned 

5 “From Rinehart and do. Sublet apart- 
v ment 3¢ 1356 Madison Ave., NYC. 
Summary of information furnished by 
subject concerning various individuals 
set forth. a Wis » & 

y. oe rte: POLES Re 
Soe By 
TN a ne ida 
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anabig, eA DR nme nA) 
ge pte eter re ny 


Residence YY 


eat 


Ayes 2 : q 
2 HL DERANSTENond Hix wife, RUTH RK PBRATSTEN ,° 
pecias Ssided at 1356 Maison Avenveé, New York City, 
apartment 35, up tO september 30, 19526" 


AS BRANSTEN advised on Septeniber 18, 1952 4net he and his wife 


were leaving on September 30 ,-1952 on th 3s LIBERTH for France 
for: an sndefinite period of time tbo weite <pticles for "Holiday" 
“magazine and possibly to write a few books. 


< 
‘ 


BRANSTEN stated they desiredto secure a new 


i sutlook and felt that by going to France after sewwring the. aan ay 
commission from "Holiday" magazine, they would be able to earn — | i 


“some money. He sdvised ‘that they would return at an unimovwt is 
date the future to their present apartment which togitafere ao 


3 -subletyi , 
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. a eee oe : ; 
On October 9, 1952 BRAKSTEN directed a letter to .the. 
weiter in which he advised that his present:address was the 
. Hotel de-la Poste,Place Gramont, Pau (Basses-Pyrenees), France. 
Sas be are 


7 


“‘Euploynent : : cece 


BRAUSTE® advised that he had resigned from Hinehart 
and Company, 232 Madison Avenue, New York Gity, where he had 
been employed as an editor in order that he and wis wife could 
write a play. Thais play was weitten during the past summer and 
according to BRANSTHY it has been placed with on arent for 

possible sale. a 2 


Communist Party Activities _- *s i al 

“On November 7, 1951 Confidential Inforaent T-1, of  -- 
lmown reliability, advised that she was acquainted with the ; 
subject and RUTH Mo KENNEY in Washington, D. Oo. in the. ees 
Communist Party. She stated they apparently had a econsiderabl. 
amount of money ane a very lerze house on Newark Street _ 


in Yashington, D. Of/77} 


The informant. stated. BAANSTEN was at that tine a 
representative of the publication ‘iew asses and that he.was 
continually attempting to enlist the aid of lecal Communist | 
Farty members in taking Lim.to Comunist Party unit meétings in 
Washington, D. C. so that he could "drum up trade" for "New 
Masses". ‘The infornant related that both of them are writer's - 
and frequently went to Hollywood to work on a moving picture. . 

. €he informant had no. information indicating that either of ,then 
werd engaged in membership work or any.kind of underground {> \: 
SCtivities for the Commmist Party and considered this most) °, 
unlikely because they did not appear to,her to be the type GF Ag. 
individuals to. be engaged in tnis work DY : orreie Cine 


wei 


at 


% « * : ; ; Z i oe 48 as 
SEYMOUR * MEYER) SKST testified before the icCarran 4. 


Committee on January, 16,‘ 1952 and was subsequently: interviewed. 
with @pgard to the testimony he furnished. He stated that- 


s 


BRUGH ZINTON, the subject's Farty namé, was an admitted, somauniss 
Sn rcwieniber of the "New Masses" staff. No otner information was 
known to BARST concernins the subject. ae a 


| 16060069 26F 
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‘in Meas ‘ * 


oe _ Results, ‘of - Interviews 
“BRAS ee been: “Lrtetevit awed. on various - occasions. - we ; 
oe as sents of. the New York.Office and he furnished the “followiig Yas 


‘information concerning individuals believed. bo be ‘known -by. ae ee 


SHAGRICE apr oo 


Be ee BR MisteN ‘pelieved that BETTE. was. vabbached in’ some’ way we 
bie TE to “the Hational Headquarters: of ‘the ‘Communist Party. and” he bé- 1.7, 
rice 7 llieved that she cight have been in some way remobely: ‘connected a 
gk’ 68 “a ‘with bis own’ “Comin st Panty Broup | ‘in Wasnington,” Da Ger ey i rn 
ere. “BRAWSTEN stated that he wight have met SHITH at.some. of” thie’. 
so? s Gormunist. Part ty functions sihce he ahd his wife spent a” Soars 
“deal of time’.in. social life. in order. ‘that, he. -dould, Make 27-5) a 
“contacts, agiaed gould aad developed -: into: stories: for New Hasdes". 


taghes, i é es 
Sot ae # ie eae oy D * ‘ 


4 See UA . 


aie Poe 2 ‘SRANSTENT: ‘vaguely t eseetina: the name ‘HURLEY. bat” could . oe 
Pete ae furnish no information. ‘goneerning this: “indiyiaueds oe ee ee 


a “e ~ DALLAS geome es 


oo ae was’ “BRANSTEN “eliet | Bt. ie Pee ‘SitvrHE. oe one. ; 
ime * in: “the: presence ‘of. ts Deliieg jut ‘who: was thie. head of. sun 
“ROG. in Washington, since BEANS CAN “and his wife were very... : 
ae: J feiendly, with. ‘the BURRS. Ee cout furnish no: ee infoiie- . 
oa 1 elon. concerning. eves. teh COE E MEes ae aks og ee. hams eee Canes 


Co _ ae ray “HELENS ILVE WATAS 
PE aR upsiataat ona mee 
pees - ae ~ BRANSTEN. advised, bhke he First “me ATEAN Grn RMASTAR ” 
a ge sm: San- Prancisco: in 1933°-oP 93h. ‘and “believed that! nhs intros" 
Se -»  -duetion-:to STLVERNASTER was made: by JOSEPHAGAER | wWuo was Later. 
eee connected, with, the. _publishing _ firma of Bont ‘and’ Gaer: Be eta tod. 
eee gett ‘to-the best-of his recoliéction SILVERHNASTER at that tine., 
y 5. was Chief, Statistician of: the State of California. He vstated | ad 
_ ° «' that he hada: close. ‘friendship - With SILVERMASTER | and sdwired. a 
ee ee ‘bin greebly belisving | that STLVERMASTER had ‘a "fine fhe eee 


a ae “aind” : eae Pi : soa ee See 
; Mae: tog ee ae goat 2X05 


ca 
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BRANSTEW Hecilaviea that he left California - in 1935. 
and SILVERMASTER came to Washington to be. employed by the 
Government shortly thereafter. His friendship with SILVERMASTER 
continued and they frequently visited each others homies. 
PRANSTEN stated that he continues to have a strong affection 
for SILVERMASTER, BRANSTEN stated he had no knowledge that 

“  SILVERMASTER is now or ever has been a member eS the Communist 

.. Party and would ‘be inclined to doubt it. Pits a : 


‘ In ‘explanation of this, PRANS'EN - stated that 
SILVERMASTER is an independent. thinker, ‘has a very stimulating. 
mind and in discussions disagréed with BRANSTEN's beliefs 
which at that time were, of the Communist Party line. He 3 oe 

. @eclared that SILVERMASTER had an extremely penetrating view 

_of Soviet Russia and. because of. his ability to. read the <<" x 
Russian, language could see “mgves contemplated, ‘by the. Depa 


; - BRANSTEN ‘Stated ‘that by residing the Soviet Fress. : 
‘and magazines SILVERMASTER could diminish-the propaganda 
-. appearing in these publications and analyze it-into, the true | 
motives of. the Soviets. -BRANSTEN went on to state, that 
“.  STLVERMASTER was ‘very | Nanti-Munich" and Wanti-Hitler". and _. 
‘- - that: SILVERMASTER was. of the belief that if the government » 
“ of the Soviet Union survived World. War re at would OME E EE. as 
a democratic Couey: - 


gk: B {STEN considered it eeatbis that STLVERMASTER 
had ee saBiggenm co at his home but he did -not’ know of any. 
association between. GOLOS and SILVERHASTER and could’ not’ 
recall ever having seen-them together. He advised: he had a 
‘no knowledge that SILVERWASTER Had ever engaged’ in espiondge* . 
activities on behalf of ene: Povten Union and disbelieved any 
_ such. allegations. ‘ ; : 4 
~ MARY JANE i 
bl . 


_ cs 5 eats B Ge 
- Atha aie ag IE Q 


EE a. 9- with alias ‘Angus 


é AUSTEN. aeelansé that: 
; BVEY was one to him as ANG * SHY and he first 
-—met: th , sprouse. the . STLVERSASTERS at a unme dsl Led eee He. 


Se a 


Re 


"WY, 100-1381 


7 believed that PHILIP KEEWEY was then employed in the Library 


of Congress. He declared that while he had never considered - 
PHILIP RENEY a good friend of his the latter had considered 


_ hin, BRANSTEN, a good friend and had sought his“advice on 


several occasions. He advised he had discussed Communism 


“with PHILIP KEENEY on more than one: occasion and considered 


him to be "quite leftist". On one occasion BRANSTEN advised 


- KEENEY of books to read. to obtain a more thorough knowledge 
. of Communism but he had no knowledge whether KEENEY and his 


wife are now or ever had been members of the Communist Party. 
He advised that he has not: seen either, one of them. since 


' approximately 196. 


Davina | | | ee 
BRANSTEN recalled the name of WAHL but knew nothing 


at all about his, background or AG INL tees 


_ HENRY CHARTER; 


\ EULRT SAUER 
. BRANSTEN recalled that FLEISHER was in’ ‘the CLO ave 
worked for SIDNEY FOWLER on the "CIO News". He believed 
that FLEISHER. came from New. York and BRAWSTEN only knew him 
when he went to the "CIO News" office on his "beat" to secure 
information and facts for articles for "New Masses". As far 


as BRANSTEN knew FLEISHER was not a member:of the Communist 


Party and he seemed to recall that esa asses at: one time was in 
the United States. Army. . 


@ A ur Q 45 7 
WILLARD ZS 2 


” S- 


BRANSTEN advised’ that he is related to PARK by. 


ome sei aes aance PARK is married to a daughter of BRANSTEN's - 


uncle. He stated that he knew PARK originally in San Francisco. 
and subsequently in Washington, D. C., where he visited PARK “et 


‘the latter's office when PARK was éiiployed at the office of 


Co-ordinator of Inter-American Affairs. He declared that on 


the occasions of his visits to this office he had been furnished 


with news: and the gossip concerning Central and South. American 
officials. : 


-.  BRANSTEN had no knowledge that PARK is or ever had 


Se | 7 - BONMRENTIAL . 


been a niember of “the Conmunist Party aud would doubt iG very . 
much. He had no recollection of having referred PARK to” 
JAGOB GOLOS, andwas not aware that CEneY, were peqiernves with 
each other. : 


- * xa 
a5 goof WEE MAURLT i 
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: BRANWSTEN. recalled: ‘that HALPERIN was’ a cuiene of. : 

- WIBDARD FARK but™could not recall HALPERIN personally although 
“he had a recollection of having visited HALPERIN! s house on 
one occasion and ‘pr emenbered, ‘chat BALPERIN'S wife was a little 


social minded. He had no- lmowledge. concerning Communist a 


membership of the HADLPERINS and could not recall. eres. having. 
sacle HALPERIN: to- gos GOLOS. - : a 


CHART Uraro * Sai i 
fa ae 2 Fe het ee 
BRANS TEN stated "he Piest: one ‘REATO when we. went: to. 
Washington Ded believed ‘he was what was called a young “brain. 
truster". It was BRANSTEN'!s belief that FIATO did not trust. 
BRANSTEN and as a result found they'had difficulty in dealing. 
“with one another. “BRANSTEN stated that FLATO would never. talk’ -' 
about anything and would hedge about any topic that BRANSTEN — 
would bring up. BRANSTEN - considered: FLATO <to be theoretically 
sympathetic with the. Communist Party and that. he knew’ the - me 
liberal "left wing™-the same as BRAUSTEN did. FLATO-was not. ae 
known to aes TER ‘28.8 member, of. the Communist Party. 


* BRANSTEN | erat. met ae in “San: Francisco ‘at. aS. 


‘o Gnited Nations - Gonference-in 195 at. which time he was publicity 


“man for the Yugoslav Delegation. STERN was .a.former newspaper- 


‘man and BRANSTEN considered him. not to be a Gonmunist since 


usually and invariably a press agent for the Yugoslavs would 
not be a Communist. STERN's- job . was to merely give out 


. favorable: information concerning. Yugoslavia. It was. BRANSEM' s be 


belief that STERN stayed with the Yugoslav government after - 
the break with Stalin snd doubted wat he was a member of the « 
 Conmmuni st. Sn es Sa , : 


“NY 200-14,381 ite a ooo 
rae WIDE BATT 


- PRANSTEW nosed that J K ORTH, one of ‘the editors: 
of i wew Masses" knew BATT who was connected with the War 
Production Board and BRANSTEN was told tovinterview him tn. ° 
1942. This BRANSTEN did and when BATT found out that: "New.- 
Masses" was:’a.Communist publication he thoroughly berated | 

' .BRANSTEN and voiced violently anti-Communist sentiments. | 
. BRAWSTEN stated he only talked to BATT five minutes on ‘this: 
one occasion and. knew. nothing further about Kime - é 


TAMESNBRANCA pt ees 


ee P stated ‘that BRATCA was, in 1942, the’ oad 
“of the Communist Party. ain Washington, D.C., and. his employment 
' was ag-.a taxi driver. BRANCA took over from MARTIN, SHANCEY > — 
". as head of the Party when CHANCEY was drafted into “tue Army.. 
He recalled that BRANCA was there when he left. Washine'ton. | 
BRAY STEN - considered PRANCA to be a-routine Communist Party’ 
organizer who had nothing to do‘with “New Mass¢és". In addition, 
BRAWSTEN recalled that. ‘BRANGA and CHANCGEY both invited BRANSTEN 
_ and his wife’ ta va ‘ious - -affairs in order that they could lend 
their. names to th Se affairs Piste ‘for pepe, BErECBee se - 


| ot RS BED 


mre tk no athe 


; BRANSTEN ee CHANCERY was eee organizer ‘of the 
Party in 191+ =192 after which he was drafted into the United 
. States Aray and rio’ further: contact was maintained with him by - 
BRANSTEN. CHANCEY was considered to be a difficult personality : 
"although fedonarys well- eouce edn: and. an ordinary Som ee een 
organizer. | : ‘ 


a sananlot oLODNY 


 BRANSTEN kmnew- nothing | at all ‘concerning this individual. 
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BRAGS STEN inew, y nothing about ‘this, individual. 
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ELIZABETH GURERY. § PLYNN .. 


FLYNN was howe to BRAYSTEN ‘as ‘eeine ‘a member of the 


-Wational Gommittee of the Communist Party and inasmuch as she- 


was publicly Imown as such he had contact with her concerning 
"New Masses" and other Communist Party activity. He. considered 
FLYNN to be a good front women for the Communist Party since 


‘she was with che. Socialist and { Gommunist movement for such. a 


long Barred oF cuca ee 


; “yrrginra GARDNER 


BRANS TEM seated: ‘that GARDNER: took his piace. in | 
Washington as correspondent for’ "New Masses" and that she was 


connected. with Federated Press which he presumed, to .bé 


Communist’ Party dominated: sirice it was so’ vitally interested in ae 


activities of the Party on all occasions. . BRANSTEN trained 
GARDNER to take his job and she was with him one year before, ' 


she took over ‘the work. After he. left Washington he had-no. 
further contact with GARDNER. although he saw her name. on various 
occasions as being connected with "New Masses". ; 


uo? Nisanpoox 


2 HADDOCK was the aes tetanie vepHesentetive of ‘the’ 


* symtional: Maritime Union and ‘BRASSTEN: considered him. to be- 


‘extremely valuable as a source of information sirice the Party 


«line of the "second. front" involved the use of ships. . PRANSTEN” 


'.,. contacts in Washington BRANS YEN secured a- lot of information 
. Prom. him since he knew.a number of people and; therefore, was . 
‘helpful. In addition, BRANSTEN considéred HADDOCK to be 


4° MOMEINSS. aaa ae 


in the . sa 


considered HADDOCK to be a friend of his.and during their _- 


influential at the Capitol. and as ‘such was a “real leaal into 
thé 10. BRANSTEN believed that HADDOCK was not anti-Communist 
at that. time but later on became anti-Communist but stil. 


BIORNEWIALEING . 


ae RANS TRY believed that aAtEING raed eae! a ‘dausntes 
of WILLIAMAS TIMES. who was very anti- Communist.  HALLING was. *< | 
‘saul fice as saad at the National Maritime Ba OR ss 


aides 
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~ and. usually objected to BRAUSTE ay being ain the office for. his® 
presencé would itive: the. National Maritime Tnion 2 Real Yeputa-. 
‘tion. PRANSTEI: considered aim, to, be friendly. ‘put baeiaisn and 

; Was not used as. a8 source or any. ‘Stories be BRAUSTER +, oe 


See - maleate oe ere a 


ok "Mile individual’ tes \not Inloim ‘to. PRAMS. <6 


. va . 


ae Soe ‘ADAM and “EeGabre — Bees AG Care : 
oe 1 ete Soe gaged? 2 hes Z 

cae: -LAPIN was a- raporter. for . the- “tpadly- itoSker" nee now 2! 
“bo BRANSTEN: to:be a* member of. the Communist Party as Was. the wifes. 
. LAPIN was very friendly to. BRANS: @N and, his: wife, and-was. , “ 
- Openly a member oF:.the. Commins t Par ty s- At.-the time BRANSTEN - . 
knew - LAPIN ; LAPIN.’ Was acered. ted .and accepted’ by. newepapernen mo 
and was. known ‘to the newspaper: field as; on: tadividual ; WHOSE | ; 
“ethics: were the: best: anid uuho,’ nieter: pelted any esa teaches. 


a ey 


oa ae _BRANSTEM:. believed * that: TEVIN was. an “Gndividuel wees ae 
was ae canr: to. the. menbers: of) the’. ‘Party ‘En: Washingtony..Ds G.3 Aa 

a. "trouble’ “‘shooter™: ‘for the National Headquarters.: . He: pooklted . 
‘hae LEVIN: ‘approached im to. work barder in: Local. club: work: Fe 
but. in-view..of- BAaANSTE! s’ Bo0eial ‘eotivities: at; wiehs - and, 2 

oe ‘Contacts Soring the, aoe ee he Was: ‘not: in: 3: posi tion: GO : 


eo OBRANSE aN belt ied * tha. Rints. wad: ounecten een” 
* thig: campenter or. ‘building trades arid: -NaS- a metber on 8. viion ; 


it 


% : cea ——coPIpeaeTaT 


4 a eee “A 
ae i ’ 


[group “yihttch was ‘considered “0: "be “wiebtistl pub. ‘not: aenows ‘se 
~“Gommunist. RINIS was an older wan’ “who; Was: interested, in the. 
“Jewish cultural field. with the reanult thet: BRANSTEN thought 43 
he. ‘eignt | have. lectured to the group. Feige which RINIS. was. a . 

menibex- ‘on cultural matters: of the Fewlsh Bue eter a; 


ELIZ ano Rue ee eres oe 
J BRANS IER: agai en the’ atic | aad. believed: mde she: ae 
what. wight-be called a Ngp- dictator. She was: a functionary.:: 
of the’ Party 6nd. BRAvSTal- heard. thas, ‘she. Was: always ‘aifficult: 
bo deal eae had. Stee, Little . gontece pave “ASR e. 


Wasa was en orci ns Foe 
wits ‘og ARETE GHANCEY-and he Tast saw her in: TOMS at a 
.racep tion: af - the: WPTU, and, United ‘Nations. deleg ates: “in Sari.” 


| Brancisco.... He kiew Her-to ‘be: connected wi Sythe. “IGA in , ain, 


ty? 


esa Te ts 


» Brarteisco: and: believed: She. Wasa. menber of, the Commalg’ Party...” 


a See = Me ee ; 
Dee i kgs  BRANgeRN recalled: “that sae ‘accR ER. ‘BAS 
. union, " movement) inthe United: Shoe iWorkers and: he” “got to: eaoa: 
Him ‘through. MARTIN CHANCEY.” ~BRARS REN vised ZUCKER. as: a- “source. 


ee nis information for. ‘some: “articles. for “Wew Masses" ‘and recalled. oe 


.v! phat. ZUCKER’ was “an- “expressive ‘individual: whe, ‘talked & lot. :). 


v ERANSTER” ‘Aid not “‘Khow..whether., he Wasa a menber’ of. “he, “Goumiuni'st.*, 
Party. ‘but: consideret nim’, boo be- a, monitor of Fyounger ° “Bropps.: 
_congeraing trade. anions” ‘hnerican aistory- ne Mev: ism,“ 


: 


wr 100-1382 - CONETDENTIAL 
his Imowledge of the activities and background of a number of 


individuals and -the information he aed is set forth, as 
follows: ; 


DINTTRISA MANU ILSKY 
BRANSTEN stated that while he was an accredited 
correspondent for "New-Masses" he was sent to San Francisco 
to cover the formation of the United Nations. -He stated he. 
met DIMITRIV MANUILSKY, who was ‘the Russian Ukrainian 
delegate to the San Francisco Conference, at a cocktail party. 
BRANSTEN stated the meeting was very short and he had no . 
further dealings with ‘MANUTLSKY. 


PREDERICK VANDERBILT. BIELD 


- BRANS TEN stated that. ‘in his capacity. as a correspondenit | 
for "New Masses" he had:met FIELD several times at different 
affairs but stated he did not know FIELD personally. He stated 
FIELD was a very wealthy individual who BRATSTEN believed to be 
an ‘authority’ onthe Far Bast. vena formerly was. an editor of 
"New Masses". wt , ee : 


. NATHAN GREGORY STEVERNAS TER 


BRANSTEN mentioned that’ he has pase cones canes: in 
detail concerning his association with SILVERMASTER previously. 
‘He was specifically questioned. concerning a course in "Hconomics 
‘of Capitalism" which BRANSTEN: reportedly took under the instruc- 
tion of SILVERMASTER in California in 1934. BRANSPEN admitted 
' taking such a sourse in economics from SILVERMASTER at a school 
in San Francisco which was run by JOSEPH GAER- in 1935." BRANS TEN 
- denied this school was. Communist. In fact, the Communist Party ~ 
' attacked this school's principles and teachings. and according 
to BRANSTEN the Communist Party _ also attacked GAER and 
SILVERMASTER very. VASES. 


’ BRAS TEN ‘stated SILVER™ASTER ‘prior to teaching at 
GAER's. school had beén an instructor at St. Mary's College in 
California’ and specifically he taught a course in economics’ 
called "History and Economic Thought". BRANSTEN described : 


OORADENTIAL ~~ 
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'‘ 


’ STLVERMASTER as.a brilliant student of ecohomics and a Marxist. 
He stated later on that he ran into SILVERJASTER in Washington, 
D. C. SILVERVASTER was an avid supporter of the Wew Deal and 
also an avid supporter of the Democratic Administration.. 


: At this time, BRANSTEN again denied knowledge of any — 

underground activity in Washington, D.C. and denied discussing - 

- such a topic with SILVERMASTER. BRANSTEN stated he has not 

- geen SILVERUASTER since 19147. He formerly corresponded with 
SILVERMASTER until about 1946 but even discontinued correspondence 
because he,-BRANSTEN, thought that any kind of an.association by 
im with SILVERMASTER would’ do great harm’ to SILVERMASTER' s 
‘veputation. _ .. . - : — fe wg 4, : 


: _.- BRANSTEYT attempted to explain the above statement by 
asserting that he was an open member’ of the Communist Party and 

. that anyone who associated with him or corresponded with him 
was in denger of being classed as’a Red sympathizer. BRANSTEN «.. 
said it was politically unwise for-nim to continue to associate 
with SILVERMASTER because of his, BRANSTEN's, Communist reputa- 
BLOM ss aa < on i * % Be Ky 


2 Ps 


ie | PRANSTEN identified VOLKOV as the son: of. GREGORY 
and HELERGASTRVERMASTER.. He described VOLKOV as a charming “and 
npepoung man who last visited the BRAUSTENS in 19)5. 
BRANSTEN stated he “had no knowledge of any Sommunist political 
activity on the part of VOLKOV. - PS kek’ e 


 GERHARDT. RISLER 


BRAWSTEN Imew EISLER as a high functionary in the | 
‘International Communist Party by reputation only. .He thought a 
the recalled meeting BISLER one tine in 193) ini San Francisco::-.- | 
during a strike but he could remember no additional meetings. 
BRANSTEN stated he saw EISTER at several conventions of the 

.. Communist Party in Madison Square Garden and:elsewhere but.he 


fi % 


has, had no personal dealings with him. 


— 
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A. 


“RORABSDSON 


_ BRANSTEN recalled HUDSON as the head of tie Trade 


Talon Derert ent in Communist Perty Headquarters, Hew York vity,- 


Guring tue early. 1940s. ulibSun was also a inember OF ‘the 


“National Committee. of the Sommunist Party at that time. 
“BRANSTEN mentioned he. once knew HUDSON around Party Head-..~ 
‘quarters but he had no personal dealings with him that. he could © 


recall. Fe oe 


gp. ‘ 


LOULSS 
i 


 BRANSTEN recalled meeting ADAMIC at a cocktail party 


about fifteen years ago. . BRANSTE covid not recall any other 


meetings with ADAMIC.and stated he therefore never knew him _ o 
other than through his writings. .He described ADAMIC as a good ~ 


% 


journalist. 


ee 


Ex: 


on BRANSTEN désceribed CHEVALIER as a good friend of 
his in California prior to 191.0, when BRANSTEN Tele. es 
Galifornia to live -in' the East. PRANSTEN thought he saw 


_CHRVALIUR one time in 19 in Hollywood but this was just a- a 


iy 


~-gocial meeting. PRANSTRY described CHEVALIER asttleft .of center!t 


but he Gould not state definitely whether CHEVALIER was a. 


member of the Commnist Party. He thought: CHEVALIER ‘was. an 


instructor, in French at the University of valifornia. 
’ JOSEPH GAER | | 


 ¢. ” BRANSTENT said he was a friend of: GABR until about. 
1915. BRANSTEN ‘ceased. to be friends. with GABR..over..a personal | 


“matter which had nothing to.do with politics. He ‘first met .. 


GABR.in California at the school GAEBR operated. ‘GAER moved —— 
to New York City in about 1936 and BRANSLEN later saw him in’ 
Washington, D.-0. At that time GAER was writing -pamphiets 
a wtember of the Communist Party. 

~ hy Bg 


_- for the £10." BRANSTEN does not know definitely if GAER was 


“BRANSTEN ‘etated he knew LEE ‘PRESSMAN. very. well in. 


PBENTIAL 
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SS 
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pees: 
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‘Washington, D. G. and he saw PRESSHAN on: the average. of two. 
or three times.a week. BRANSTEN mentioned he. was ‘in ‘Washington 
‘from the fast of 1941 until the spring of 19h). BRANSTEN 


described PRESSHAN as General Counsel for the CIO, and a 
brilliant man. PRANSTEN mentioned he saw PRESSWAN frequently 
in order to obtain material for his writings in "iNew Lasses". 
When asked if FRESSMAN was a member of the Communist Party, 
BRANSTEN stated "PRESSMAN's political and labor views are. 
well known and I: cannot add to themn't. 


sp\quraows 


BRANSTRN geavea he siet ABB BURROWS in Hollywood, 


. California. in 194 or 1945. ° BRANSTEN said he was in falifornia : 
_fPOT EHS “Spring of 19-unbil the spring of 195 when he and 


his wife RUTH Mc, KENNEY moved to Connecticut.  BRANSTEN 


’ described BURROWS as a very witty individual and possessed 


a typical actor's. personality. BRANSTEN had no information. — 
regarding BURROW! s athe LeNeoe or membership in the Communist 


| naTH Ey 


qt NATHAN WITT in’ ‘Washing gton, D. CG. 


ews 


BRANS CEN - me 


| while’ WITT, Mas a member of the National Tabor "Relations Board. 


repr ced BRANSTEN in.a custody suit against his former wife 
LOUISBRGRANSTEN “in 1945. The custody suit was over the child 


BRANSTEN donsidered 7% JITT a good friend. of his until WITT 
es 
of saa ana LOUISE BRANSTEN. ‘BRANSTEN mentioned that he’ 


-lost half a fortune in this custody suit and finally it was 
' Necessary to dismiss WITT as his lawyer. He said he foufd 


out WITT was just "bleeding" him and was also sympathiging with 


' -LOUISE BRANSTEN in this custody fienes _BRANSTEN mentioned 


the child is now in his custody but he spent a great deal of 
money in court fights. He said he had no information regarding 
NATHAN WITT's political achlvities or membership shal os 
Communist Party. . . 


| ax. Pee 
CHARTE SY KRAMER 


BRAUSTEN \tated he ae KRAMER very casually . 
during World War IT in Washington, D. 0. when KRAMER was a 
member of the- Truman ' taver tigaving Committee. BRANSTEN 


“poyAQENTIN, 


ee ~conirgete al 
| from KRAMER but KRAMER always seemed to be afraid of him. 
BRANSTEN said this was probably because KBAMER knew waee 


cs ‘obtain material for his news stories from WHITE. WHITH 
“helpful on tax questions. FLITE also acted as if he was 


‘the reason for this. Was 7. open member sie? in the- ‘Conmmnist 


.°. either 1937-or 198. At that time BRAWSTEN was a. ‘corréspondent. 
- covering the Spanish War. He ‘stated he thou cht -he had seen —- 
' WEDSON six or seven times since then at different: funétions 


the could add’ Senne be aaa meagan never knew. NELSON +8" 


‘personally. ~ 


“tyotee | of UE" in Washington ir the 190s and-was found to be an 


> ) interested in ‘Labor legisla tion, poll tax, housing, lynchings ~ 


“that WIXON was not a member of the Communist Party although the 


- that every now and then NIXON would "kick over the traces! and 
a Mou to be motlified by the. UE» officials. . - 


stated he used to attempt to. obtain material for his stories 


PBRANSTEN was an open. ‘member of the Communist Party. 
| BARRA Dm a oa 
BRAGS TR. knew WHITH cons and he-.dlso’ attoupted. 
at that -time was an Assistant Treasurer and he. was véry | 
"scared to death" of BRAYSTEH. Again BRANSTEN thought that. 
Party... ; : 
_ STEVE NELSON ae s <<, eh , a 


‘ on 
way? 


 BRANSTHN. stated he met STEVE: NELSON: 4n Spadviins + 


of thé Communist Party. .BRAMSTEN iientioned” that ‘NELSOMN's- 
membership in the Communist Party was a well known fact and- 


"RUSSELL “ARTHU 
-BRANS TRH. recalled tk at NIXON Was bonwee ted with ‘the 


ener 


extremely able, intelligent individual... BRANSTEN stated NIXON * 


and the minimum wage and BRANSTEN. saw him ‘about’ once ‘a week for 
information. BRANSTEN, advised that NIXON had wide contacts... © 
and would furnish his opinion: on -the ‘topics of the day. - BRANSTEN 
considered NIXOW to. be a "valuable pipe, line" for articles which: 
could be written in "New Masses"..- It was BRANSTEN's ‘conviction 


individuals ‘who weré immediately above him might have been. -He, 
considered NIXQN and. VITO VARCANTONIO ta. be: Nm tual enemies" and 


UR 


~eopbenTin” ° 
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PSOLDEN... ‘ELIZABETH 


In view of 


° 


COMPARUTIAL 


PRANSTEN's residence and employment in 


Washington, D. Oo. for about three years during World War IT, 
he was questioned concerning the following individuals with 


negative results: — 


WHITTAKER CHAMBERS 
AIBXANDER STEVENS 
J. PETERS 
JOHN ABT . 
HENRY COLLINS ~ 
WATHAN PERLOW 
ALGER HISS 
DONALD HISS' 
SOL ADLER 7 
- NORMAN BURSLER 
FRANK. COE 
EDWARD FITZGERALD 
WILLIAM REMINGTON 
. WILLIAM DANZIGER 
ALTAN ROSENBERG: 
HELEN TENNEY 


“Tnasmuch as 


HAROLD GLASSER 


ABRAHAM GIA SSER 
_ BELLA GOLD 


SONIA GOLD 


MICHAEL GREENBERG 


JOSEPH GREGG 
MAURICE HALPERIN - 
[RVING KAPLAN 
DUNCAN LEE. 
HARRY MAGDOFE — 


-VICTOR PERLO 


BERNARD S. REDMONT 


JOHN RENOLDS | 
WILLIAM HENRY TAYLOR © 


Pee WHEELER 


- 


BRAK STEN was formerly married to LOUISE 


BRANSTEN on the. West Coast. from April, 19h. to May, 19, he | was 
questioned concerning a number of persons in California who 


have been. associated with LOUISE ce 


the fol toning: 


ALFRE GRORGEMRSHAK : 
FALPEXGUNDLACH 


. HART DAMEN 


He denied knowing 


JAYES WE MILEER 
_ GEORGE AL TENTON : 
JOSEPH WOODRO CR INBERG ' 


a 


BRANSTSN also denied knowing VASSIL. eomtirm, 
vee former Vice,.Counsel of the USSR in NewYork, 


- eopmison, ELEANOR PAOWNYILLIANS, ERS 


*. and GREG ORAKELE ITZ» . former Vice Counsel in “San_t Francisco. 


{TLLTAPINMERAN, DAVID 


He ace knowing any thing about, EDWARD .G. 


ae and RICHARDG RASULY. 


Inasmuch as BRANSTEN taught some ‘classes while he 
resided | in Washington he was asked concerning ths following: 


4 36< 


—CONPBENTIAL. 
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a 5 es ay ot, ee 4, oe 


~ Gommnt st party: £ croup. watch exis ted in whe: Goveraagat Printing. ee as 
an Office arid he aid not lmow. ary. of them’ except De. VERSTLYVER.».. ‘uhioft - ae 
ey he recalled had been sort, ‘of engaged “to LOUISE! ere HELEN, Wis. a 
‘-. foemer wife, but -he did net kmow-whether. SILVER - WAS: © ene 2 ese 
ive lof thes Sommuni s't- Party or. any OF “His - cactivities.- _-The names. ae onan 
: ithe individuals he, did not iImow wereg. HARERZUE SSB, < IRVING Crone o 
M2 . SES TUDEAE , ISADORE ORNPIBLD, TA “TEC SEN: SLEORS@AYLOR, EDWARD: | 
~ SSSROTHS CE ILD, EVELYN HOPHSOEILD, DORA A FER, “SAUL dias oa SEN. 
Giana and, “DAVESSAKS ., oe ae 


x 


* oe cal sete y 


Dene ae 


oe 


oe ae “Ini wiew. of. the- fact BRAG {Sum has’ Fett: “ive sountery. aa Be, Seu 
ae ee indefinite Periods ‘this: Case sts sbeing’ ‘Piaded Ansa otosed . eee 
Sbabus. ° = . ms . tc, 


ay os & 
ge 
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Identity of » "Date of, gore? “Dabe - Agent Who - - Pile #. 
: “Source: . “Description - of qn~ . received” - Received (and 
ee ee formation eee pede _ Informe tion ‘Bocation 
: “OP dotivities “of wate es "BA. oan ti Ha Shee ae 
4 Csubject gaan Be 2 a f ee wien : =. ee cane 7D E 
' “Report of 88 JORN e. depars Sees hew: eae ae ee 


New, Tork, letter to: eae. PUroay, ‘and eee Pieldy Cas oo 


— a ine zi eld, « 


Tae ne Bee cok ve the ‘bury 6/ (2, 7 60, B/ov/e2, 2 
9/5 5 10/3/52 and Deca pee , in [si , oa mi oe 


4 


iN -§@ 3 GOVERNMENT. | 


DATE: March 2, 1953 


" 2 se 0 4. / Tolson a 
FROM A. He. Belmont RAdaaH ee : } ye 
Clegg 
. os Glavin 
oO Harbo 
SUBJECT: § BRUCE-MINTON ~ a: a er Resen 
yy JENNER COMMITTEE REQYERT 6. (ds chile 
wv ‘ fe | oral . pi themes Wien ‘owd 
ye ») a Wy wee Tele. Re. fee 
i head oe 
ye Mr. Laughlin, by memorandum dated February 25, 1953, 


advised me that on that sume date a representative of the Jenner ~~ 
Committee had requested the residence and business addresses 
of Bruce Minton, believed by the Committee to reside in Westport, 
Connecticut, and to be connected with a publishing house, in New 
2 we . 
is EAS VO Ss re 


York City. 

‘Bureau files reflect that as of November 4,.1952, the’ 
date of gshe last available information, Minton, also known as ; 
Richardransten, gave his then presentvaddress as the Hotel de f 
la Poste, Place,, Gramont, Pau (Basses-Pyrenees), France. gered ia 

| 


Dy 
4 


pares 


Minton had advised that he was going to France with his wife fo 4 
an indefinite ‘period to write articles for “Holiday” magazine, | aN 
It‘is noted that Minton formerly was employed by 


and also to possibly write a few books. a y) 
Rinehart and Companys; New York Gitys and formerly lived at 1356, 
Madison Avenue, New York City. As of November, 1952, he had im 
sub-let his apartment on Madison Avenue. | ; 
RECOMMENDATION : 


ad 


‘ 


ad of the last known . 


ee 


_ Phat’ the Jenner Committee be advise 
employment and address of Minton. 


; i 0 : 


Be. 


FY FILED: IN < 


UNRECORDED CO 
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RECORDED-45 ("x12 “ | : 
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ECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATI 
Date a tee ool 


rary ; = \ security Information 
iii ice Memo Wg@f2 + UNITED ST. 
VI&_ MESSENGER : 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director DATE: May 21, 1953 
Federal Bureau of Investigation S 56324/h5 INV:GF 


Raymond F. Farrell, Assistant Commissioner, Investigations Division 
Immigration and Naturalization Service 


QA / O)2- : 
: RIGHARE CRANSTEN ake, RICHARD tie NOSTRIN aka, BRUGE HINTON 


ATTENTION: Mr. John E, Foley (|/f 77 
. Security Division ify 


This Service is now reviewing testimony of Elizabeth Bentley and 
Whittaker Chambers relative to individuals identified by them as 
gubversives with a view toward denaturalization and/or deportation. 


= OVERNMENT 


ay 


Ag you kmow, the Department has expressed interest in this matter 
and has requested that expeditious action be given te ascertaining 
whether these subjects are amenable to Service proceedings. Accord= 
ingly, there is attached hereto for appropriate action Form G59 
covering the above-named subject who has been identified as a sub- 
versive by Elizabeth Bentley or Whittaker Chambers. 


Central Office indices do not reflect any information concerning the 
subject. It would be of material help in determining Service juris~ 
diction if the Bureau would furnish any available information regarding 
the subject's date and place of birth and citizenship status. 
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NOT RECORDED 
143 JUN 17 195. 
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COPIES DESTROYED “= y @ . oes 


oe) ag 
Dw JUN 24 1959! C : 
tq te? — MS Get Puta ie in} Security information 
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a - o a 
IpgcLassivitayIoy, AUTHORITY DERIVE 
|FEI AUTOMATEC DECLASSIFICATION cU 
DATE O4-24-Z2010 a . 

‘ : Commi sad onoy > . ; : a 
imaigration ond Naturaliaation Services = guns 12; 1993 


oh x Directors, PHE Z es 
fo a | . ARB 


oie | «Reference 19 mado te the gomunieation of May 21, at, 7 ° 
20, Seo Bey Reymond Py Farrelly Asotstans Cosma salonor, whieh 

| temteinod o request Cor fnfornntion as to tho oltizonship status 
_. &&- 8s captioned individinl, your file c6S632h/h5he 


Sues & noview of “the vétords of this Burcan has disclosed thes 
fo. LAghard Budasker. was bos on Pohyndry 2h, 2906, in gan Franeiseo, 

+ o talifornia. ho has beon the subjout of an oxzansiva Seaurl tye tyec 
Se. Shvestilgeilon waleh vas initinted on April 30, 192, and placed’ in 
~ . “i. Blesed status an Novorbor hk, 1992. In view of the fack » Rowovor, 


Es 


ar, 
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an a. qe 
ens af ea 


ae 
Foose ee 
thee 


» . .8hab he 1p § native-born eltizen, tho resulta of thas invosticas 
“Reo nob beingrturaished to you ab this time. Tn conection ial 
~ abla Sxidlvidusl, However, 16 should be polnbed out thas he ond his 
vhs wife deft the United States at the Port of Now York on Soptembor 30, 
eae: ay et ype east peeled en bye sa ie aro for on indefinito  — 
SS PORLGE OFT tare to welte artidles for "Holiday" mapagtue ¢ 392 Bby 
GG URLGe & Pew hooltds - : ” gagine ond possibly 


S ° — Attached Rerete La your Forct (089 


hts Te tho'veoult of a request for ch’ Par filo cheeks | 
5 pryts | de Fem ; wey Mer : See = a , & 
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and possible Communist affiliations of the Silvermastex8y Wildiam ie Bee 
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espionage operations, should be conducted. Accordingly, it is my NA : 
request that you arrange for these interviews to be conducted and fe a” 
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presentatives of this Division. Among other things, he was asked 
to identify persons within his knowledge who were friendly with 
Mr. and Mrs, Nathan Gregory Silvermaster in Washington, D.C., and 
who possibly were aware of their activities. Two of the names 
given by Pressman in this connection were those of Richard Bransten 
and his wife, Ruth McKenney Bransten. 


The report of Special Agent John T, Murphy dated November h, 
1952 at New York City in the captioned matter reflects that prior 
to going abroad on September 30, 1952, Richard Bransten had been 
interviewed on various occasions by the Bureau and had supplied 
information concerning several persons, including the Silvermasters. 
I note that he professed ignorance of any of the espionage activi- 
ties attributed to the Silvermasters by Elizabeth Bentley. There is 
no indication that Ruth McKenney Bransten has been interviewed. 


As you are aware, this division in recent months has engaged 
in a grand jury probe of the alleged espionage activities of the 
so~called Silvermaster and Perlo groups, having in mind the use of 
the new immunity legislation where feasible. In view of the 
association between the Silvermasters and the Branstens, this 
Division would be inclined to subpoena the latter two individ 
before a grand jury for questioning were they in the United sisi ests q 
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eG ° Been ‘Bransten ani ‘ats: utes Ruthy + weve. dattox share of - 
me the: Wermuntis farty tn New York Citys Tas whedkc ae De te 2 — esa ene 
. Cad shila wand. Westport Connecticuts ae | 


: | "Richard Bransten has. uritten jnmierous pooks and aeeiaiae ct 
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eae por the. Défense. of Folizical Prisoners, the League of Amertean Writers, 
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eee Geatingrat Bookstore. 
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caer Attorney Gengral of the United States Pursuant to Budoubive order 10450 


‘Bransten aad. nis wifes Rutty departed: from. Hew York ot ty on 


: a ee 19475. jor Brussels; ‘Belyiumy. where they renained until 


3° September 7, 1948, At that time-they proceeded fron. Brugeels to: + 
~ Londen, Englands they os iene 3 sand ee #0. pee Unkted States : ; 
“dn n Hale 29506 < ae oe a eo 


es Zt nas, been ascertained frat Bransten wets ‘uery friends 
* we en. Lr. and Ere. Kathan. Gregory Stivermaster (hoth know Soviet | 


espionage agents); Mr, and re. Angus Keeney (bath of whom were 


“- strongly suspected. af. being Soviet espionage agents) 3 Eyre and Ls. ian. 


p . Granich (both of whom were strongly suspetted of. invol vement in 


activities far the Gonintern); and, to. have possibly ‘heen.zn contact sigh ait” 


‘pith Jaceb Golos (a known Soviet espionage agent). Budenz hag 8130. 


stated that even though Richard and uth Bransten broke from the. 
one Soest Pardes they remained *Commintsls Yn their philosophy.” | 
°". -Bransten has stated that he and Ris wifes Ruthy. have had no oe 
a with. the Communist: Party: gince they broke from the Farty t% 1946. 
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FBI ADTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION CUIDE 7 
EXEMPTION CODE Z5¥(1} per oga letter dated 3/1/10 
DATE 04-26-2010 28 March 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Director I 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


¢ 


ATTENTION : Mr. Sam J. Papich 


SUBJECT 


Communists in OSS Zr ge, 


\v 
1. In the book "Men Without Faces" by Lows Budens,, the following_ 
references are made to Communist infiltration of OSS: 


pe 236 = Lad 
Et Fe ty 

"I know that the Office of Strategic Services was infiltrated- 
during the recent war under a plan worked out by EugenéDennis and 
with the co-operation of a well-known writer and séveralgovern- 
ment and professional workers. This worked proved of much assistance 
to the Red cause,! 


Pe 252 bed 


"It was through one of these jurisdictional contests over the | 
infiltration of the OSS in 1943 that I learned of Eugene Dennis! 
direction of that form of espionage in Washington. For just as the 
Communists made a determined effort to get as many men as possible 
into publicity posts affecting the soldiers, so did they make the 
infiltration of the OSS one of their major concerns. When you had 
a secret clique helping you, it was not too difficult. The conflict 
in this case was between Dennis! ring and one supervised by Golos. 

It started when Golos asked me to begin building up a number of 
espionage contacts in Washington. One of the men I approached was 
Xu S a writer who was connected with the moving~picture pee! « He 
ai a told me, however, that he was responsible to Dr, Martin-umberg and’ iz 
2 ' to Dennis, who were directing the agents in the Office~c of Strategic 
Services. Dennis spoke to me about themtter,too, asking me not to 
recruit this particular writer into the group around Golos but to 
get other men for that purpose. It was then I also learned that Carl 
™ Aldosfarzani, } known sometimes as Tonyythales in party circles, was 
, one of the Dennis r/ ring. Marzani is now in Federal prison for swear- 
ing falsely that he was not a Communist vi the 29 if ntered OSS or 


while associated with it." (02>. Ob6GY io 9 
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FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE: 


eer er | as 


4 oe . Tolson ____ 
TO ¢ De V. Bo ardnan At Pe DATE: Apr Zl dls i 955 : 
a an 
“ FROM z Ae tl. Bel 
‘ ae a * 
sunjecr: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was. ta oak 
INTERNAL SECURITY - BR Holloman —_ 
Bureau file: 100-80068 < | Gandy 
RUTH MC KENNEY BRANSTEN, was. yy 


bs Ad 
SECURITY MATTER ~ C ji wT . | 4 ia 


Bureau file: 100813225 


The Department by letter 3/25/55 requested that ‘Richard Bransten 
and his wife, Ruth McKenney Bransten, be interviewed regarding their 
knowledge of the activities and possible Communist affiliations of Nathan 
Gregary Silvermaster, William Ludwig Ullmann and others affiliated with 
them. This request was made by the Department having in mind the use of 
the new immunity legislation where feasible in connection with the De- 
partment's grand jury probe into the alleged espionage activities of the 
Silvermaster and Victor Perlo groups. Both groups have been identified / 
by Elizabeth T. Bentley as having been involved in Soviet espionage 
activities. 


The Branstens are not known to be in this country at the present» 
time but were known to be spending time in both France and England in 1954. 
Phe Department is aware of the fact that the Branstens are not in this 
Country. 


_ Bransten is American born as is his second wife, Ruth McKenney } 
Bransten, whom he married in August, 1937. Both Branstens were members \-; 
of the Communist Party and active in NYC, Washington, D.C., Los Angeles i: 
and Westport, Coniscticut. Bransten was expelled from the CP in September i 
1946, for an unauthorized release of a report of the National Plenum of 
the CP. Both’ Branstens broke with the Party in 1946. Bransten has . i 
written numerous books and articles and prior to the expulsion from the o 
Party was active in promoting and publishingzof "In Fact" and "New Masses." 
Ruth Bransten is also a@ writer and the author of "My Sister Hileen” whichnrne 
achieved great success as a play and later as a motion picture. 

©! Lowis Budenz has alleged that-Bransten was engaged’ in secret 
work with the CP being under the supervision of .Zugene Dennis (convicted 
CP national functionary) in the assignment of penetrating the OSS. 
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Investigation disclosed that Bransten was very friendly with Mr. and Mrs. 
Nathan Gregory Silvermaster, Mr. and Mrs. Angus Keeney (Gregory case 
subjects} and Mr. and Urs. Max Granich (both strongly suspected of in- ° 
volvement in comintern activities). 


Bransten was first interviewed in July, 1951, and subsequently 
tn September and October; 1951, February, 1952, and July, 1952. During 
these interviews Bransten, while appearing cooperative, was evasive in 
answering questions of Communist affiliations. and espionage activites of - 
any individuals known to him. When questioned re an individual whose 
Communist affiliations were a matter of record, he furnished limited in-~ 
formation regarding these people. He appeared frank in furnishing infor- 
mation regarding hisowun Communist activities. His wife has not been 
interviewed. : 


In view of the Department's specific request that the Branstens 
be interviewed, a letter is being forwarded to the Legal Attache, Faris, 
directing him to conduct these interviews. It is felt the Legat should 
conduct these interviews as first, the_people to be j viewed. are 
American citizens; second, should we decline the interviews, the Depart-~ 
ment imay send its own representatives to conduct the interviews; and, 
third, a possibility exists the State Department might be requested to 
handle the interviews and the State Department would then have to be 
completely briefed on this matter prior to conducting the interviews. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


; _ Attached for your approval is a letter to the Legal Attache, 
Faris, with a carbon copy to the Legal Attache, London, forwarding the 
necessary background data and instructions to conduct the interviews. 


Fl AR Re 


' THE FOREIGN SERVICE 


At ONS OF THE | 
Ly Ra ; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
iu ; e American Embassy : % oe 
Paris 8, France %,\e ha 7M 
ae 
Dates: April 22, 1955 -_ oe QA 
ye Tos Director, FBI 
From: - _Legat, Paris. (100-520) 
ee J Subject: RICHARD ERANSTEN, was 4 
ar INTERNAL SECURITY. - R % 
(Bureau Tile 1300-80068) © 


= | : | «ROLsCe 


\ 
ee ge. London (Encls. ~ 10)(sent direct ) a ee h i 


RUTH. Lick ENNEY BRANSTEN, was) 
SECURITY MATTER - GC 
(Bureau File. ae eed 


~ ReBulet. bff 55 


i The London, office advised” this date that the captioned 
subjects are in the London areas. | ; 


In view of the above, the attachments | £0 pebuist are - 
: being. forwarded to the London office with a copy of this letter. 
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ay ee cee, eee er ee ? «WIR COURIER 
i per Date:” May 89.1955 \- or Os Bi hen pee cae Rs 

en" Por. Legad Attache — (original and 1) ** 

- |. -fhondon, England = 


h git 


Proms ; ‘Director, FRI ; Re | 

. “Subject! RICHARD ARANSTEN, was, AUIFORWALOLS C0 Ug bree 

Co.) EWEBRNAL SECURIEY <p HEREIN AS WORSE a TN 
of Butte 10080068 DAAC QU BEBO lg 
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ROTH MC KBMUEY BRaNsTEN, was. 
SECURITY warrpe’~ g °° gat 
Bufile 100-18225 ©. Ag 


Reurecable 4*28-55 and Pulet. 4-4-55.. © ee Pes 
mo ., dé 42 requested thet your office conduct pti 
. the interviews of Richard. Bransten and his wife, Ruth. Fe 
~ Lhe reports in thts matter which were furnished to the Var), 
|. egal Attache, Paris, reflect that Bransten has been - eS 
co) eEvterut ewed.on‘at-leaet’ four oeecasion’s in 1951 and 1958. 
. He appeared frank in furnishing tnfornation re his own ~ 
 Gonmunist Party activities. though he was, somewhat evasive 
in answering questions. re. Communist affildations of Géhers.- | 


— “- ° 'Lhe Department has requested that these inter- — [.. 
“of veews be handled. promptly; therefore, tt is requested - Pe 
al. et the Legul Attache, Parisy promptly forward the data © | ~ 
4 EY -. furnished his office. by Bulet 4-455 in order that. your | 
‘S|. Office nay comply with the Bepartment's request. -- i 
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| NOTE: "Department by letter 3-25-55 requested, Branstéensbe of 
O Redaanaaes 2 fe mut ewed, as. they were known acquaintances of Nathan eee 
Nichols LI" Grdvoryy'Seevermaster and his wife. Richard: Branster figs . [ 
- paced > been interviewed in past but not. his wifey Ruth..““Memo ~~~ 
. Mot __-UReotuméndtag interview be héld by Legat was prepared from . 
ees Belpont to Boardme n\ont4=2-55.,, Bulet 4-4-55 requested Legats, 
— Paris, ;boyhandle interview"iprBranstens in France and; if .. 0, ees 
not tn France, to. forward data to Legat, Londons for prompt i)" 
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DECODE OF CODED CABLE NUMBER 190 DATEB APRIL 28, 1955 

AT LONDON, ENGLAND, RECEIVED VIA THE STATE DEPARTMENT, 
URGENT <3 ‘ 
RICHARD BRANSTEN, WAS, ET AL, IS - R. REBULET APRIL 4 
LAST TO PARIS, BOTH SUBJECTS RESIDING IN LONDQN. ADVISE 
WHETHER BUREAU DESIRES THEY BE INTERVIEWED BY THIS OFFICE 
OR BY BRITISH SOURCES, 


JOHN A. CIMPERMAN 


RECEIVED: 4-28-55 11:34 AM HL » oe 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 

outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in WV 


order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 


"FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


HIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ° She 


REPORT MADE AT cao ‘ Dare bie’ yf Wal — FOR. BBs" MADE REPORT MADE BY 


LONDON, EN TAD 6/18/ 3 /9,33; - JOHN A. CIMPERMAN AB 


aia BRANSTEN, WAS 


.CHARACTER OF CASE . oe 


INTERNAL SECURITY - & 


; | 2 : : uf A uy Spd BOK ox : os rs 1 oo 
~ | SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ane $ oe ees ae AS 
Mr. and iirs. Richard BRANSTEN interviewed pa idee Rea ees 
by T-1 at London, England. Both admit close ~ te SRY | My 
- social relations with Mr. and Mrs. Nathan . nm ph | RY 


Gregory SILVERMASTER in Washington, D.C. . 
during 191-hh, when Richard BRANSTEN repre-— 


sented "New Masses", but stated they have no we) mee 
knowledge of STLVERMASTER' s ‘espionage ‘activ-. — me. JA 2 ac 
ities: or membership in the Communist Party. - y Pi j pr ile a - 
Both unable to recall Victor PERLO. Infor~ el ae we a 
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PROPERTY OF Fi FBISTHIS“C kD REPORT. AnD ws CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU ‘BY THE FBt AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF ~~ 


AGENCY 1 WHICH LOANED. 


+ US. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING. OFFICE 16—59255-2 — 


- - Hniied States Department of Justice = 
Heieral Burean of Investivation 


Washington, De Ce 
June 15, 1955 


Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was. 


Richard BRANSTEN, who resides at 22 Gloucester Walk, London, W.8, England, 
was interviewed by T-1, a confidential informant not available to testify, in 
London, England, on June 3, 1955, regarding Nathan GregoryySILVERMASTER and his 
activities, but he again professed ignorance of any espionage activities on his 
(Silvermaster's) part. 


ql 
vo 


: BRANSTEN stated hé knew SILVERMASTER before he joined the Communist Party, 
but saw him infrequently. From May, 191*to March or April, 19h, when living in 
Washington, D. C. and working for "New Masses", he claims he saw SILVERMASTER about 
once a week. He again-reiterated that SILVERMASTER was considered by him as being 
one of the most learned men he had ever met and, in fact, considers him-a genius. 


He described him as an authority on Marxism and actually looked to him (Silvermaster) | 


in preference to the Communist Party for guidance or clarification on various points 


on Marxism. He states that to his knowledge, SILVERMASTER was not hostile to the 


Communist Party; that SILVERMASTER disagreed with some party issues and presented 
to him the proper view. By way of illustration, he states that SILVERMASTER dis- 
agreed with E. VARGA (ph.), the Russian economist, who published articles on the 
Capitalist Crisis of 193). Later, according to BRANSTEN, all others -disagreed 
with the Russian's interpretation.of this crisis and generally followed the views 
previously expressed by SILVERMASTER. os a 


Regarding SILVERMASTER's associates, BRANSTEN stated that SILVERMASTER 
-associated with people in all walks of life, some of whom are mentioned herein- 
after. He states this included not only high government officials, but also peo- 
ple in the second level of the government service and who actually did the job. 
He states SILVERMASTER was a gregarious individual and did considerable enter- 
taining at his home. The dinners were all pleasant social gatherings attended by 
the above-described classes of people in government service, some of whom he had 
never met before, nor since. He ‘also stated that he does not know whether any of 
them were Communists, but is inclined to believe they were not. 
ade wll ees, . Fake vais i. be, 2 
_ —~A.BRANSTEN states that SILVERMASTER knew that he (Bransten) was a Comnyn- 
ist and, as a ¢onséquence, always felt that SILVERMASTER was rather chary of his - 
presence. He also stated ‘that during this period (191-19) when Russia was an. 
-ally of the United States in the war, the Communist Party, and he particularly, 
were not exactly ostracized by people in the government service and others, as ~ 
they are at the present time. He further stated that at the dinner parties given | 
by SILVERMASTER, the SILVERMASTERs, since they and others knew he (Bransten) was 
an open Communist, usually invited eople who would not be embarrassed by his . 

_ presence, or that of his wife RuthBRANSTEN, who was also an.open and declared: 
Communist. Other guests were usu My people who already knew them (Branstens). 
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, oa2  BRANSTEN states’ he. ‘itet “CURRIE: once in x thishdnetin suciae’ 1939.¢ or "1940, Sey: 
; “at a. dinner - ‘party:. ‘given: ‘by the ‘SILVERMASTERs | and “that: after- the party, © ‘CURRIE / 
. drové BRANSTEN +o the. Stabion: | He: recalls phat. CURRIE later went 9or “wag” a odes 
lo” going “to. China. It wag His: ‘impréssion that, ab the! ‘time -of their’ original °c ws 
ee - eetings: CURRIE: was; the’ President's Secrébarys ‘He- -does not recall T tieeting : 
. =i = again. He does; not- ald mhether: pee was” “a inember Of eas Gonmonsab-- 
ae tl a ee pone a SP oe ‘ vee 8? Tee oe FP kK joe we 


3M 


_ Waar TAYIOR 


ae He ‘etiates: ae nay. have wu 
> -mecall: at the Bresent 


= “of: ‘ggelauitures ‘put; whether ‘this: "person is the pacers of “SONTA “GoD, vis urs. 
“know ‘to“hims “He+issinclinéd-to ‘beLiew that this’ ‘Gridividualts* name was JBELLAM 
ee GoID, - who. Amew a great” deal ‘about agricultiire- and iho! occasionally’ gaves “him » 
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“vecollection:that KAHN wrote ogcasionally’ for; "New-Mass Was. the type’ of. 
hee ‘andividnal: ho depeeted ‘on ‘every: Suportant ‘Pommivtes and’ was. s peebably a good 
a committee qhan.:: As -he retalis,: "KAHN -was: 2° “journalist. who .Was active in’ Spanish: ae 
affairs and shad something” todo. with, the. ‘Spanish’ ‘Wars “He: also, stated: Bhat. car oe * 
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>. and appeared cooperative but somewhat evasive in-answering ~ i oe 
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eae Reference ts made to your nemorandun dated 
Hareoh 25, 1955, in captioned BGtter, - ig 
By ots En¢glosed pursuant to your request in referenced 


ménorandun, ts @ nemorandun containing results of interview 


wth Ruth UeKenney Bransten and reintervien wich Btehard 
Bransten ; 


ae . Enclosed menorandun on pages two and ifour makes 
fees reference to the resulta of prior interviews of Richard 
a Brénsien, the results of which vere furnished to you. 


L0G% 80063 oe 
Ene 4) - * : 
ce # 1100-13225 (Ruth McKenney Bransten) f eee 
NOTE The AAG Willian F. aml | pe ae 


2 Lompkins in ref meno .reques 


interview of Ruth McKenney Bransten and the reinterutew of te. 8°": 


_&ichard Bransten regarding their knowledge of the activitir 
and possible Communist affilitations of the Stlvernasters , 
William Ludwig Ullmann and those persons allegedly associe 
with them, These tnterutews were requested tn view of the 
Bransten's indicated residence abroad. ys 
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To: Director, FBI 
- as HEREIN IS UXGAASSINSD 
From: Legat, Fapis (100-520) PEEING Me MSSARS) SEHR 
Subject: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R = ne Be 
Bufile 100-80068 | ars 
‘RUTH McKENNEY BRANSTEN, was wegg, ALHAL ee 
SECURITY MATTER - C. Wa (RS yee Se 
Bufile 100-13225 — y BEE gg (fs _. 
. \ et ope 
ReBulet to Paris l/i/55. Pegs f Z 
Special Agent JOSEPH MANSFIELD, wsoen CIC Detachment, , 
SHAPE, contacted the Paris office on 12/21 57 and advised that — 


on that afternoon Mrs, BRANSTEN had contacted the chaplain at 
Camp Volucesu, SHAPE, During this contact Mrs. BRANSTEN informed 
the chayplaifi that she was the victim of an international gang 

of conffdefite mén who had swindled her of $50,000 and whose 
operations ‘in _FRance and Italy she claimed totalled $50, 000,000. .--. 
She expressed ‘concern that her life was in danger as-a result g 
of héné: inowledge of the operations of this confidence gang. , ; 


The intéryiew between the chaplain and Mrs. BRANSTEN was inter-. ws 
rupted ss when the chaplain returned to his office, Mrs, tS 
BRANSTEN Had left without notifying him of her Paris address, oe 


Mr, GHORGH ANDREWS, Welfare Section, U. S. Bhbassy, 
Paris, was contacted on this same date, and.he advised that ~ 
Mrs. -BRANSTEN is well known to his office as.a mental case and 
one suffering from delusions that she had beén a victim of a Hep 74 
gang of confidence men, and that her life was in danger. Hey 
stated that she had frequently been a complainant at various 
U. S. Embassy and consular establishments in Europe, and inquiry. 
as a result of these complaints had established that her claims 
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The foregoing has been submitted for the information ee 
of. ‘the. Bureau and to record the fact that Mrs, BRANSTEN is ; te 
currently in Paris. UACB, rio Re action is contemplated by rel 
the Paris office. ° eae 5 
WFD:CM A 
(6) mn re) 
e) 
rH 


y 4-341 (Rev. <- 
ta OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 sae 


MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


+ 5010-106 


Tolson 
DeLoach 
. 7 Mohr 

Bishop 

Memorandum = 
onra 
Felt 


: > o ue re G Gale a & 
= sa hie pate: /—~ 7 Sites 
Tavel 


Trotter 
Tele. Room 


FROM: J. W. 0 go Holmes 
‘ Gandy 


SUBJECT: See Oana AKA. 7 
; INTERNAL SECURITY - C : 
a ee 
fj | gr. 
Gs "rhe 


heey, 
= 
¢ 
e 
§ 


i Bulky Exhibit File Number:  100-80068-98 bis 


_ We are in the process of reviewing all bulky exhibits in order 
that we may dispose of those which serve no further purpose. Inasmuch 
as many of the bulky exhibits pertain to inactive cases and are occupying 
badly needed space, it is requested that the appropriate substantive 
supervisor review the above-listed bulky exhibit and render a decision 
as to its retention or disposition. A notation as to the decision reached 
may be placed on this memorandum. The memorandum should be 
returned to the Filing Unit of the Records Branch, Room 1116, Identi- 
fication Building, for filing in the case file. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That captioned bulky exhibit be reviewed and a decision rendered 
as to Ope retention or disposition of the material. 
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Bulky Exhibit File Number:  100-80068-215 ; 


We are in the process of reviewing all bulky exhibits in order that 
we may dispose of those which serve no further purpose. Inasmuch as many of 
the bulky exhibits pertain to inactive cases and are occupying badly needed 
space, it is requested that the appropriate substantive supervisor review the 
above-listed bulky exhibit and render a decision as to its retention or dis- 
‘ position. A notation as to the decision reached may be placed on this memo-— 
randum. The memorandum should be returned to the Filing Unit of the Records 
Branch, Room 1113, Identification Building, for filing in the case file. 


RECOMMENDA TION: 


That captioned bulky exhibit be reviewed and a decision rendered as 
to the retention or disposition of the material. 
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ADDENDUM: WAAsjle 2-25-59 


This exhibit consists of photographic negatives of which 
appear to be rough draft material prepared by the subject in 
connection with a book which he was writing in 1945 involving 
the administration of former.President Hoover. fFertinent information 
inthis exhibit is contained in a duplicate set of bound volumes 
containing developed photographs of material retained by the 
Los Angeles Office. Since the case is presently closed, it is 
belied that the retention of one set of the bound volumes will 
serve any further purpose that the Bureau might have to refe 
to this material and it is therefore recommended that this 
exhibit be destroyed, 
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We are in the process of reviewing all bulky exhibits in order t 
we may dispose of those which serve no further purpose. Inasmuch as many of 
the bulky exhibits pertain to inactive cases and are occupying badly needed 
space, it is requested that the appropriate substantive supervisor review the 
above-listed bulky exhibit and render a decision as to its retention or. dis- 
position, A notation as to the decision reached may be placed on this mhemo-_ 
randum. The memorandum should be returned to the Filing Unit of the Records 
Branch, Room 1113, Identification Building, for filing in the case’ file... 


RECOMMENDA TION : 


That captioned bulky exhibit be reviewed and a decision rendered ‘as 
to the retention or disposition of the material. 


(Y Wit: gbh 
Appenpuu: W&A rgte\V 2-25-59 


This exhibit consists of photographic negatives’ of 
material taken by the Los Angeles Office in connection with a 
biography prepared by Richard Bransten regarding former President 
Herbert Hoovere There are five sections of this material 
consisting of correspondence between Bransten and Seymour Bakst; 
correspondence between Richard Bransten and former President Hoover; 
as well as portions of the proposed draft of the DOOKk. Bransten 
indicated that the book would "take the skin off” former President 
Hoover. The material in this exhibit is} cluded in developed 


form in bound volumes filed under Serialigms of this filée In 
view of this it #8 recommended that, this/exhibit. be destroyed seyeng 
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[ DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: ae: 
| FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE? . % 
DATE 8l-29-Z013 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 


Los Angeles 13, California 
May 31, 1945 


Director, FBI 


RE: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY = C 
Bureau File PreewtsE55- 


pear Sir: 


Reference is made to my letter of May 10, 1945, advising that work 
subject has done on a biography of HERB OOVER has been photographed, 
and will be forwarded to the Bureau. In accordance with fling seeped 
versation with Assistant Director LADD on May 50, there is enclosed herewith 
a looseleaf notebook containing these photographs. 


The photographs have been arranged in five sections; the first oon- 
taining correspondence between RICHARD BRANSTEN and SEYMO AKST regarding 
the financial arrangement between them, the objectives of the book, and 
cussion of various problems that have arisen in regard to i ; 


Section II contains correspondence between RICHARD BRANSTEN and 
former president HERBERT HOOVER, as well as other acquaintances of Mre 
to whom he referred the subject. Also inoluded is a letter from 
TROME, advising that that individual had discussed the proposed book 
OWDER, who had approved the same. 


Section III contains the first three chapters of the book itself, 


ane! ii hee oy "Defeat--The Story of Herbert Hoover". 
8e 
£. 
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In reesra to Section I, “the first page of a letter in this section 
“Fas missing, the second, third and fourth pages of this letter being the . 
pees of this section. o4 
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Director, FBI 


Be: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
| INTERNAL SECURITY -C 


Bureau File fFIosttaee— 


INTERNAL SECURITY <- R" which, on page 5, contains a quotation from a letter 
written by subject BRANSTEN to MAX GRANNICH on November 24, 1944, as follows: 
“I'm giving Hoover a real break, and I hope that way to take his skin off 
4 in strips and to do more than get at him but to get at certain other impor~ 
uo ' tant historical developments.” This motive is evidenced in numerous passages 
that appear in the enclosed photographs. 


Se ae a 2: one 


- It should be noted that when newspapers recently carried articles 
he regarding the conference of HERBERT HOOVER and President TRUMAN, subject 
> ap pyprtold CNDI_LA MN-1 that the opposition to HERBERT HOOVER would have to be 
e _WE.- _—played dom a little. - 


It should also be noted that subject BRANSTEN and his wife RUTH . 
_YMCKENNEY intend to léave Los Angeles by car June 16th to return to Westport, 
“Connecticut, where RUTH McKENNEY recently purchased a home. The address is 
believed to be 48 Canal Street, which informtion is furnished the New Haven 
Office for its assistance in the event the Bureau should request that office 


in Los Angeles has been quite productive, 


Very truly yours, 


SAV 1111-30. 


Rr. b. DOr 
Special Agent in Charge 


FGD1 HLB 

100=21354 

CC. New York 
New Haven 
Washington . . 
San Francisco °° a . 

Air Mail Ma 

Registered Mail, R.R.R. 
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to arrange for telephone surveillance of the subject since swh absurveillance 


CONTENTS 


I | Section one contains (c Liaainiie ‘between Richard: Bransten, 


II 


III 


also known as Bruce. 


nton, and Seymour (st) Bakst,. regarding 
the biography of Herbért Hoover. | This corréspondence: explains . 
the. financial arrangetient between them, the. objectives of the” 
book, and discussion of: problems: relating to it.+ 


Section tio containg ¢ éorrespondence. betweén Richard: Bransten 


and: HERBERT HOOVER, LEVI T. PENNINGTON, WILLIAM A. MORRIS; 
DR. RAY LYMAN WILBUR, AND V. J. JEROME, 


Section Three coritains a partial ‘table of: contents; the first 
page of Chapters I - Vii,. the fordord,, anc Ca draft of: Chapters 
I, IZ, and III of the biography entitled "Defeat + The. Story 
of Herbert Hoover", by Bruce Minton, with the assistance. of" 
Si Bakst.) Also contains. an additional draft of Chapter IIT 
and a draft of Chapter ¥ and parts of Chapters VIL ‘through AL 
made available at New Hayen,. Connecticut. 


Section four contains miscellaneous. articles of. research. 


Section five contains(a card index maintained. by Bransten for : 
publications used in Fegéarch.) . 
#(The last two pages. of this section are pages : 
two and three of a. letter from. Bakst to Bran- 
sten, page one of which is missing. ): 


February 6th, 1044 


Dear Richard, 


Your letter of the 36th has beon received and although this 

letter might have a good deal of repetition cf the one you: : 
just reoatved prior to this, I think it is worth while discuss- 
ing in ccus length the material I have submitted to you and why 

it was ci such * nature, 


Neédiess to say, the serivusness of this work is far greater 
than our perscnsi egoisus and therefore, severe criticisns 
#411 be mest ocnducive to producing a good job. 


Although I agree sith the oriticism of the materiel, I think an 
explansticn will clear this question up inasmuch as I recognized 
this rh eats while I wae in the process of compiling the 
material. 


Bofors 3earching out acurce usterial, I read ell she a gs trie 
available and in this way was able t¢ construct a general pattern 
of Hocver's life, barring the aoctering up of 1¢ by the different 
authors. After I completed this, I then had a basis upon which 
to Search out source material. However, that's where the rub 
comes in, For oxaujle, in trying vo find material on conditions 
in Wa3at Branch, the only newspaper ond jsricdical that wes printed 
pertuining to it was scae old piece of crap published by the Weet 
Branch Tines and 211 thet had was a ilet of advertisore and in 
addition there w29 a cclumn on who was visiting who and who went 
where in thet period. There was only abcut one or two copies in 
the library and in searching cut she Union Catalog they knew of 
no others in existence. Also included in that pop ar were & Luv 
gigs Sand tant ig ali. As far as the Gsneelcogy Cept., they had 
Some vosumes On “he history of \lowa. and in the only ;lace 

wheres material perteining tc Vest Branch appeared, I sent that xt 
Slong tc ycu. When HH mcved to alae I then investigated the 
newspapers or Newberg and found ths cn y oopy that they had was 

a Scurenier Journal cf the Newderg Graphio which gave a brief 
descripticn of Nuwverg in the sense of its physical surrcurdings 
(pessioly ycu oculd use ¢hic unterial, i found nothing in it of 
any great interest) snd a list of advertisers. Also, a fea ccm 
peaitions cn why Netborg is a ovautiful City by some of the 
echocl kids and a six line blurb on Pacific Acadsmy which sinply 
stated when it was founded, and that i¢ waa founded vy the Friends, 
This 18 practioally the sum and substance for she reascnsa that 
west of the material you received w2s taken from the vlographies 
cnly. Sinoe Hocver was an ordinary kid, certainly ne docusents 
Pertaining to his sarly life are in oexistonce, 


Therefore, the pricd from 1874 thru the middle of 1891 oan only 
be ocnstructed from what Hocver probably has related to his of. 
ficial bicgraphers and secondly from what scone of those Pecpis 
whe have ® vague recollection of Hoover have stated (Newt Sutler, 


Mra, Voodward and some distant relative cf HH. As you have 
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probably been informed, with the exception of Butler, tho others : 
axe dead), Z 


So what I attempted to Socomlish was to reconstrupt Hooverts 
life cn the basis of all the available information and how it 
checked vhen compared with eil the bocks written, and in thig - 
manner certain olementary cconolusions could be drazn, There 

is only one drawback, thet.I. see -right-now-and-that io-this:. 
‘if yeu are to have a chrenclcgy of HH's early years, we Will 
Rave to accept Certain meterizi from the biographies which .are 
ccrrect and from that we can drax certain conclusions which 
Seth types of blographers refusa to draw, or sre incapeble cf 
drawing, or desire to Overlock sntirely. ‘here the other 
biographers Staticiy epply the conditions of his youth as the 
vasic influencing factor and conditioner for his adult social 
relationships, We on the other hand recognize xz his development 
in terms of what he tried te conscicusly achisve once he entered 


she business werld, and the effects of the wcrld in which he wes 
living upon him, ‘ 


Onoe thia introductcry research in his youth 1a completed and 
worked up intc book form, we certainly can review tho cbvicus, 
shortcomings of that research and investigste further at a 
future tins. In cther Words, if we are cOnvinoed: thet we have 
the authentic information on Hocver's youth, we can proceed 
withcut sucting the other biographias as scurce material, but 
tater~ on any necessary corroboration of these facts can be 
ascertained wherever feasible, withcut holding up the writing 
of the bock, and the work on the body cf the book. 


I am thinking Primarily of an intervier with HH. Even if we 
come away from it with a Simple statement of where he was born 
end whet he remexbers of his experiences as a kid, that shculd 
bs encugh to verify Liggett, Irvin, Lanes; eto. An interview 
with HH may seem quite presumpticus on my part, but even if he 


told me to go straight to hell, it would still make interesting 
copy. 


I think the method that Ruth used in Industrial Valley would 
make a splendid spproach for my, at least, and that is with 
reference to things outside cf Hocver's life and activities, 

That would ve to find various oontributing and even at tines 
Seemingly unrelated moterial concerning the period under ex. 
Smination, I om sure this will lend color and make for ao rounded 
cut picture of the era, That is why you will find ¢ @reat deal 
of material on Hoover's Stanford life will be augmented with a 
background cf Stanford, S.P. Railroad, eto, 


In reading thru the Soquoia they lack any substantial material 
covering otudent activities other than. 
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February Oth, 1044 
Dear Richard, 


heaks for yar very king letter, Your remarks eowld not uve deen 
a 


PPropriate for me, coming when they did, 
Con tulations to you ani Rath 0n Selling amther story-- 
an ideas cert 4 ni 


2 oe 
@r will necessarily be a ehott onc since I have just written 
you at som length om 


and an Working up the — on Stanford. 


ov Al 
requires €0ing wn to Stanford. the litigations of the Sten ferd Estate 
1895 ay. effected and influenced most of the students on the carpu 


f pending a mm 
7°neer, period Of tim on Stanford than x had entiofpated, but one thing 
am 


Wo nop: that the Bramstens? axq the Baksts* wi22 s0en be able 


t 
Sequoia thet Branner worked with a of students (who were come 
Pletoly overlooked Irwin cto.) and thes some of the students who 
robes on the project were the leadixg members of the Goolgy Bo ciety, 


ZI hare no Proof of this fact ot, th Totably ph yed a mre 
inpa tant role th Jom 9 YP 


maSks mke mich senso to you sinoe you 
don’t have the met Orial in front of you so I will hold off on any further 
Poim., - 


We expot that wit hin a very short vime they will be complately bute 


8@ veri ia that it de os increag wi more difficult 
maintain a sh edule, -— — =e 
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dom to normal 11f8 where ilinesses and other difrt oulties won't mentally 
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Russell 


and yRysically retard progress 4n our works 


I amondosiz a first list ¢& didliography and will supplement this as 
the woxk progrosseg. This does not include technical mauale suck as 
mining and ergimerirg Journals, foreign periodicals or @ wspapers re- 
ferew es, These X will inoinie when wo come to m phase of work and 
will round out that phase of Hoover's life with that type of mtarial, 
60 that omo I am comBtady thm with Stenford I will then refer to the 
newspayers for a few days ani see what they have that oan add to what I 
heave @ready found, 


Wo aro fortwmate in having some waodot wonderful wéather out here now and 
this itself hes considerably raised our spirits, 


X don*t know Wiat ft is all ab ut, possibly it might Imvo somo cons ctions 
with the May Bill, but I mvoe just rece ed an Ocoupational Quwstionnaire 
from my Draft Board, How do you think the May Bill will effect us? as I 
interpret it now, it seems that it is goirg to knock hell out of the 

trade unions ani might ondarger us. IY hope that I am not carrect in this. 
assumtion, YX don't moan by thin to imply that I am opposed to the Bill, 

Bat I feFl now as you felt two yeaSs ago (in a dimoetrically opposite sense), 
That is, in prinoiple I em in favor of the May Bill, yet X seo where it 

might endanger our work, Ami two years ago in principle you were opposed 

to tle Ruml phn, even tho persomlly you knew it meant mre money in your 
pocket, Let me mow what you think about this, 


[ Special Agents 


God knars I Imvo enough to wary about and so hare you, 80 now ths cass 
upe But now when there are no for seoatle ch stacles in the way of my work 
I would hate like hell to have it out short. Forgive me if I m und as tho 
the war is aimply a personal inoonvenioneé to me, 


Best to you, Ruth and the Children, 
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Dear Si, : i 
; I've been putting off writings you until 1 conld defini’ “tell you hew es 


things Stand wi Bae Ey ate eae ee ear me Pellet. Gs : 
LH we svt cat to ie Phar ts, to sell an original mevie = =: 
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hore goes. Please sorgize timate If a de. net artes. 
ingse But outline whe weat I have 


: with anyphitveaye, bere g¢ yeur feel 


fr mind and pat'it up/t. youras collig cel hovel 
le Uy idea is te write the book ef, ae your. sessed Yea bea. 
the e material, we 


out collaboration, with full Paoknewis ment: teed, amid 


viweet | 
be seen ate: sat 


evant the ‘Hesver” “biography. Pere willbe a wy 
ny i Me petlaarech i iets 


Cn ae Ae - ‘ hon 
oer e . stent ete? 7 =~. Oa x BS > ey 


= ~ a “" : ‘. . 
and yeu will lot m our : : 
business, “but more eof th "3 att : or, gc book “ ite'a inples | | c ” 

: OL 8, X emeh as att know Ks t will take. Richt né vs $0000 | Sy 
ts pend ‘f0P-researoh. I aay oat covers.yeur: eh ren That time. , ~ 3a 
1 start for.10 maths thereaf if you start ti, werk, fron 7 
> then ga Mall June une. 2y 1045, 't dons think Jou ott get fink odin’ det tine, a4 
bat later on we will Anyflay, bry to Paise the reminder neceeuary ¥ 
beteoen i 7 ob and May sore thm, ead hn Will be able to plot things out in 2 3 
advance, pe € 
I have the nonéy in hand <= or will ha by August 1, 1¢ rs) 
then I'll send you check for $2000. If it is ceceeeery to + New 15 ° 
ae research in the public Library: of-elsewhere, wo can Also ‘plan that. ot £ 


and I'21 e enses. Also, I*}1 the expenses for materials -- 
Som carbons, po ase ress, and cards on hich tho. m terial will be 
Be Pe Hp haag I have q ite definite ideas of how to handle the material e- more. 
ter <= cut yof my experience with past work. 


4, The book is a twefola st I Sere no idea how it should be 
presented as yet" =~ that is, rd vaguely, t when the uaterial shapes up, 
he aie of presentation should -be earer. ‘Wat I would like ‘to seo is a 
book with the. ocurse of statistics ani “profound” analysis eliminated, with 
the rec pose ‘im the story, without us Marxist terminology == at least, 
not using { © muchy Tho excuse fs the 1 @ of Hoover << but book is 
the life and ties of Harbext Hoovers sna an akalysis oF ay he- pees 8 
way, why he thinks 8 his ose, what he wants, wha 
taxd in ieee Tite should -be known to uss 
before me a are fi ZL would like you to talk to certain ople who know 
Qieere n Wash ing ton Stiles Lapin cen help you en this, ani will). Whe Whenever 
: wherever you come across an peg | @ desori tote : reference to the 
personali oP the reactions of Hoover, would iike to if 


Fasible, 8 a te known as a yassoatene. wo snouta® yas zo get "hola of som 
the storie ios he 
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Bat the guts of the bock will consiat of a detailed understanding 
of res pkag = capitalist developmen: of the forns and methods and reasons for 
rialist de deve Meta marie ts specific ¢ characteristios, and so forth. : 

life begins 70*s, we should start ous examination of ne 
American inpérialism around that tine, ani iy it up to the present =- to | 


‘on & devel oraen ee erik oe = 

BOBS ert ae Seren, | 

a» ssaaratjees Ye Da dxp a ot Ds atae race stat pa olicies <~ why ' 
Tehetan Be How and my d18 ‘Azerica: get involved A the 8 
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. » Speveteees ‘and. an examina ties ‘problens of the' export of ospi in 
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i, Hoover ac Pres A 


Liberty Leoguee 18. Hoover as leader 


war). 14. Hoover as appeaser, his 
what are its roots, whom does he speak 
point out the chear differences betwcen 


erialism and Bri tishs French, German, Russians 


rialim, We must 


ers‘and this thoro » Moreover, 


lity ani persmality of American imperialism. 


more, The task is fornidable. Your. task. is.extrenely . 
roblem first of not trying te cover too mech, and 
8 f in such a forn as to 


peas 
difficult. You have the 
get rid of extreme repe 


make sense, and yet 
ur research; 3. 


Sve me the 
can be handled and does not force ms 


To miss "no ortant source or documents 
4 dram, and not 


to me from whichxommimmx conc sions cen be dra 
themselvess end 5. to present all tho relevant mterial, 
. t 


merely the conclusions 


t means looking into material in other 


ould have it translated -- I read only 

of such reports as the Hoover Commission 
ipther 

e 


vigin into the eye. 


nt fxg but for 


investigations 
ines, the opinions of 


for the peso 
ans exp lor ing 


Trouman, Tolan, KSlgores Fe er, and 
rature o 


e entire period. It mans 
le wo ai co with 


@0 
the facts, tho statistics, the relovant 


of the stuff at my disposal and when 
know what 1 have from the research on Fat 
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destroyod not by ua but by himself, that his “oxpose” omerges from the 
et and with the best will fn tho world on our part, he becomes 
what he io, 


Cohl 


ra 


naturally all uotorial sont to .e should bo typewritton, Othemise, 
it 15 \ipossible tohendlo it. 1 have found tMat everythin, should bo put on 
cards, sli lespaced, one aide of the oard, senure gs Memes: with the full 
tare ishor, date of publication, author, and the pages from vhich the 
motorial js taken carofully recorded on each card -= or $n a serios of cards 
from the same souroo, the cards should bo numbered consecutively, tho first 
boarin, the atove information, and the following, cards bearing a reference to 
the first oard == in Uie cvontthoy-get -separatedy= aswell as the oxact 
pages of tle work used on the particular card. We oan work that out lator. 


Oe Pais dad. Wears, : 
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it 1s an immense job. 1 hspe you aro willing to undertake it. 
lax. sure that the result will te wor thahiie and we will learn mech fron 

the project. 1 have preat cunfidence in you, in your shcolarship, your accuracy, 
your sarxism, and your jud enent. I think we could do a job together. 


i will take full respousibility for the final text. Naturally, 
{f you wish to,axx : would hope thet you mil carefull; read and check the is 
alon,, with se, amd would watch the work in pro,ress, “oreover, your advice, 
C. itfelan, su ,estions, and so forth will be integrated as well as 1 can do it, 
anu 1 shall loan heavily on you. 1 want your help in formulation, in approach, 
in theory, Yet i will take resp. siti] ty for the final ms., for i.s mistakes 
and its weaknesses. 


There is wore to say, but this outlinos my thinking. If possible, 
I'd 1l.ke you to ot sturted August 4 or Sontember 1, If you a, roe, I'll send 
you a cheek for $2000 not later than August 1, when 1 get paid. ’ 


Ploase answer this fully. 1 hope you ayree gonorally. 1 want 
your su .¢stions and your oriticismrs, and also exac uy how you foel about 
any thin, + .ontion.d -- about the pay, about the crodit, about the work itself, 
about the schemo, and so forth. I .now you won t un.ertake this without 
bein, willin, to go at it full forco and with enthusiasm. Any other way would 
bo bad for both of us. tut of that part 1 have no qualms. 


On dividends or revyalties for t..c book -= there won't be 
any, 1 ax sure, but if thee are we go 50-50, That is understood. I'll write 
an aprooment to that effect if you want, also an a, reement on any other part of 
this projoct, Verhaps you can draw up an a,reoment botween us, so that both of 
us are suro to unders.and cac o-hor tnorouhly. 


{ would like to start writing abut february 1, By that time, 
you should havo got into your research, a a 1 should have a x ott eo idea 
of the .atoriel on .oover hizsolf. No hard and fast timo linits, that is 
my pretont perspuctive, I'd like to ginish tho book by Decomber 1945, 


I bank xpmox upon you comin, in with me, ily | vorries 
aro that you will tink the credit snide -- if so, wo can arran:e collaboration, 
And that ffnaonolally tho arrangoment is not satisfactory. Again, you mst be 
completely honost, Wo hdpo from tine to tim to wake more nonoy, and porhaps 
we can do bottor than tho above $2000, 
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I like the whole idoa vory mich and‘ think we have a good ; ‘ 
book ahead, The material to be covered is s ugering, but I think it can be do : ve 
Perhaps it will take wore time then I figure, -- then it will take mere time. \ x s 

We are oowfortably settled, glad to be here, and have boen Y a 
lucky so far. I look forward to getting dom torcal work on this book. Ruth wa 
sonds her love to Janice and you, end mino goes with it. I await with ay 
impationce your full answer to this letter, Think it over carefully, discuss p< 
it with care and in dotail with Janice, and let mo hear from you a8 soon as 8 € 
you can get around to it. : Pa a 

c « 
; ; eae “With wari. greetings to you"both and ‘allvhope ‘that this | ean a 
is the beginning of a frutiful association, Sel 
i 
As ever, or ee 
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1380 Ft. Stovens Dr., N.M. 
Washington li, D.C. 
June 27, 1044 


Doser Richan, 


You oan well imagine my surprise when your letter errived. Although I knew 
yor intentions of starting the book were serious, I didn't oxpect to hear 
about it definitely ror many months to come. At any rate, plonse be assured 
it was n welcome surprise, 


Cne remrk before I discuss your letter in detail. I hope. you. will-always 
renain, and I intend to do likewise, completely free to offer any criticism, 
suggestions, ideas, otc. on as frank a basin as you 4id. Under those cir 
cumstances, I bolieve we can get the maxirmm out of our future work. 


I an assuming that you have a copy of your letter and will therefore answer it 
point by point. 


2. To tell the truth, I don't know all the implications of such an arrnungement. 
I would suggest that you explain a little more fully what this would mean. 


2. I think we should both do some basic introductory reading. A nunber of 
books I would suggest are Plekhunov's "Role of the Individual in History", 
“Matertalist Conception of Histary", Lonin'ts "Imperialism", Rrowder's "Tehersn", 
and possibly Leontiev or Marx on the cancentration and contralization of capitel. 
Inasmich as I will start on the book before you, -I will keep you informed of 

any material that has un especial interest for ts, und you will no doubt do the 
BAM. 


3. A number of months ugo, I would, not have hesitated to accept this offer, 
which I consider to be very generous on your part. However, certain basic 
changes have taken place since that time. Janice is now in her fifth month 

of pregnancy and has just left her job. We have worked out a minimn budget 

and find that the cost of living being whnt it is, in addition to the expenses 

a baby entails, it is virtually impossible to get along on $200.00 a month, 

This would mean reducing our income by another $70.00 per month fran my salary, 
on top of the $175.00 whidh Janice was oarning. One thing I want to make vory 
clear. I em not laboring under any illusion that the Bransten's have struck 

it rich out West. On the other hand, I think this problem should be settled be- 
fore I undertake to do the work so that we can discuss it now, on an equal basis, 
rather than at some future time when you would be at the disadvantage of already 
having made an initinl investment. Aside from whatever financial arrangoments 
are made, I shall open o special bank account and will draw a monthly check 
equal to 1/10 of the deposit—-that is, if our final agreement is for a ten nonth 
period. TI can't start on the book before Sept. lst inamuch as I have to break 
someone in on my job, and ulso I will have a number of odds and ands to clean 
up. However, if you oan give me a definite answer in your next letter, I will 
submit my resignation and make inmediate plans to start tho research. In the 
meantime, I have already begin rereading some of the introductory booka which 

I previously suggested. 


eur 


Special Apzents: 


2. PR, os ld and, Vie ers 
Ansel 


he; 


Russe // 


4e Im in Mill agreesent thst we should cot now attermpt to cot every °1° 
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good fortune in Hollywood and wish 


Yo were oxtromely ha to hear of your 
: Ora neat eae Ruth and the children 


you continued success, Best personnl regumis to you, 
fron Janice and mysolt, 


We both join in the hope that this is the besinning of a fruitful association. 
Ww 
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P. S. As I was rondy to send off this letter, Hoover delivored his speech to 

the Convention. Since I now feel 4 close kinship to him, I had more thun an . 
academic interest in the views oxprossed by this grent atatesasn, On the 

basis of the line he laid down in his address, I think it 1s more thun Im- 

“perative that we politicully cnstrato him und the section of «nerican fascisn ng 
for which he sponks. His anti-Soviet sinnders; his program for the estadl fahe 

rent of renctionary governments in Europe; his appronch to solving the national 

questions via rugged indiv{dualism ond open-shoppisn; his plan for the utter . 
destruction of Teheran; his three spheres for the muintenunce of peace; his 
internationnlism (apparontly vin telephone or special delivery uirnuil) in the ) 
period of pence und reconstruction; etc., lay vare the perspectives of the 

Hooverite clique. Needless to sxy, I could go on and on, dut it occurs to no 

that you don't need to bo convinced. 
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1427 wort ain s foad, 
Los Anveles 46, val ifornia. 


une 30, L964. 
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1 write this menorandum jn order to -ive 

a,reeneat in working on the book tentatively 

“is Life and “Sime'ss- a : 
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VL writing. + shal] iake t'¢€ contrac ts 

e and anv other pus ine:s arran events. 
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the contents, appros 
Ue resvbns ible for a 
publica tior in iny nas 
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- fo eune WO, 1945. 1% it is nece sar; te moatinue fo rtner york o> NOU, 
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‘on the Lit 
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The book 
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hall] also request with all vvyyency that this si,nature ve 
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try lo persuace (he pu Ly te tris request. 


Llisher to cet 
i11 be made to me. 1 -shal.l however 
ancruin, from the ook, its reprint, 
wp ed UW -- hal! of such royalties, 
such #s Legal fees, corrections, publishers 


On royalties, payments vi 
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translation, or "Se in an 
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This agke 
f this date. 


Lained and amplified in the letter 


from me to you 0 
Looking, forviard to a rpuitful associaLbion, 
Best, 


Richard 4ran:ten. 
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1427 North Kings Road, 
Hollywood 46, Californias 


June 30, 1944, 


Dear Sy, © 


Your wire and lettor were welou.e. Ruth and 1 were dolightod 
to hear about tho expected youn,er ;enerationg and offer our 
congratulations. 


In answor to your letter, 1'll try to givo you outlook as , 
rooisely as possible. The acknowledgement of your assistance on the 
ook will be carricd on the title pape as follows: 

Herbert Hoover 
Bruce Linton 
with the assistance of 
Sy Bakst. 


This signature does not moan collaboration, but rather exactly what it 


says. For the .ost part, ordinary resecrch is acknowledged in a foreword 


by the writer, Collaboration is pabane edged by equal signatures. 
6 above form connotes more than research assistance, but responsible 
and valuable participation inthe preparation of the book. 


Having done two books in collaborution, and having a pretty long 
record of articles behind me, 1 am anxious to do a book under my om 
signature, with all that mans, The book is ny responsibility, my idea, 
and I will write it and take full responsibility for its orgeisation, 
ae eet me thee and outlook. I neod research assis tance 
since t_ will speed the book and save me a creat deal of time. It fs 
possible also to get research assistande at a reasonable rate. But wth 
you I get moh nore -~ 1 get holp that is intelligant, pores tive and 
oreétive, and J oan trust your judgement and put a grea doad more on 
your shouldors. Therefore, since you help is far more than that of the 
ordinary researcher, I sock to acknowledge it in the sipnature, which 
will surely eppene on the title page, but mhioh I will attempt to put 
onthe cover of the book, and even more on the dust cover. However, I 


cannot promise these two spots, since that is somthing that mst be taken 


up with the publisher. But I oan only promise to requost St end urge it. 


This is your first attempt at work on a book, ond as such I do not 
feel it ungenerous to acknowledge your participation with this form of 
signature. On the other hand, I am not offer collaboration <= since 


I want to do the writing and also want final dooision. Of course, 


I shall consult you and discuss things with you and look forward to eny 
sugges tlen or oritioism, But I reserve the right to final decision on an: 
question. 


8, 


Ee Spectal/ Agents: 
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The signature of this sort has been used before ~~ Gyanvill 
eee St on his book dohn Reed which acknowledged John Stuart, and i 
-disoussion with John he thought Hicks acknowledgement was satisfac 
I used it on a sorious of articles on Congress for H,}i. in 1942, 
oonjunction with research done by Charles iunbolt. * 


I hope this is satisfactory with you. 


I undorstand your financial problem, I cannot go too deeply ik 
an investment on such a gemble on such a book. I,can.o offer. you. -th- 
_ poor..recompense: of - $9000 for ‘ten months work. Shoulda it necessary to 
stretoh your work past this tim, then the recompense should bo at 


same rate of $800 4 month. Natural expanses for postage, matorials 
and necessary travel I will dma S eee i 


J am enolosing a check for $2000 with the understanding that 
ou start work on cad tag 1, 1944 and continue on the job until 
June 30, 1945 


. 1 think tho material oan be gathered in 
this space of time. 


This is putting the whole pro position very coldly and bluntly. 
Bat I think it is Better to stste ite that wWaye 


Actually, I want you to perform two important tasks, The first 
is to provide materia} on Hoover's life and actions and thoughts which 


the material I read (and shell inform you about) does not include, That 1s, | 


or 6 le, on the trial in which Yoover was involved in the first 


f 
decade of this cen » il would like you to get hold of the tronsoript | + a 


not available here form som conclusions, handing the preosse na 

to mes Since you have the Congressional Library, tho “ew York Public 
Library, and the government archives at hand, 1 would went them gearched 
for all mterfal on Hoover, anc secondly, for the relevant mterial on 
the development end re trogress jen of Amerioan imperialism, The book will 
attempt to show Hoover *s 

on American imperialism, in par loular to the development of sks 
reactionary aspects of Americon i erialism, I would like you to exanine 


government reports, such as the TNEC reports for material. I want to answer 


such fight pe as American Jeperte am developod tho way it did, 
why 4€ developed at the time it did, what uxm were end are its salient 


aistinctive foatures, its specific charaéteriatios, its likenesses and 


differences to other imperialisxs, {ts general course. Your forrmiation 
as to thegenerat treatment is exac ¢ I have in mind. Hoover should 
be treated not hostiley byt sympa tie Soally, with understand ing, give 
every break, He should not be quoted to “expose him, Mt an a % 

to understand hia thinking and the reasons Zor his outlook, the bock As 
not an exposes nor is it a mokraking job. It is a biography of 
significant uf ani his times ugh this biography, an ‘attempt 
to compsehe asvelopnent: ani.retrogressicn of am @ social system. 


Da tural. in’ order to function correstl ahould be 
aware of Hoover's Aye ine development and should wahevet 


politics, ani manifestations of his times. Otherwise, your selection of 
material would be blind. 


evelopment in its relation to the doveleprent 7 
mos 


stand the econoulss, 


igi only needed a researcher to look up things, l 
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or to gather material, I would not need to have such an accomplished 
assistant, nor would I feel the noed for the acknowledgement surprested 
above. But 1 look on your contribution as a contral pees of the boox, 
and am anxious to have cur help. because I can depend on it and on your 
judgement, on yous Papert er sater a eenees a iar rere g 
0. owing at you will supply me w © relevant mterial and 
that you will know what is relevant and what is {mportant, 


, Some of the work is already doo -~ I have complete research 
Material for the years, 1920 to 1998,..witn.a.dotailed examina tion--of ‘the: 
Hoover adminis tration, For that port d I need only more careful details 
on “oovor’s life, and a more careful examination of his role as 
‘Georeta of Commerce, as woll as a review of the period to seo that 

have missed no detail, “oreover, for this period, cortain aspects of 


a a inperialisn mst be examined olesely, though I have the factual 
8 e 


uy intention is to examine whatover biographical material is 

available here, to read certain stuff on the development of American 
inperialism, and of course to study the theoretical matorial contained 
in Lening Barga, Plekhanov and others, I have a file of the Co: mnist 

thirt os -~ or part of the thirtios at least. What I need 
‘in partioular is the assurance that I am not missing details of toover's 
life or missing terial that throws light on him as a persed and a 
thinker, 1 also need the materfal which provides the clues to the 
Gistinctive quality of ‘American imperialism, its mating, its attorn, 
its development, I see the book as not including mich the statistical 
and détailed material on which judgements are based, but to arrive at 
@ otrreot analysis, this mtorial mst bo kn wm to us and mst be 
digested and related, 


. Your letter proved to m that your outlook tx toward the 
task is the same as mine and that you see it in tho sam lisht. Which 
of course is immense satisfaction to me, ’ 


I have not tried to be nice or generous or to sugarecoat 
this eutline of what is in uy mind, I want he to be clear abmt it and 
to understand my approach, Hegwallys I shall lean on you in the sense 
of valuing your judgements, and wan ing your analysis and your conolusions,. 
I lock forward to correspondence on the book as we pro gress, discussing” 
the various interpretations, trying to got clear what it is all about, 


‘ I hope wa can have the research in hand by the ond of ten 
months, evon if I still-have petting end rewriting ahead. I think tt fs 
possible ~~ at least it scems so at this point. ; 


: Let m be honest to about what I think you aro gotting into, 
With a child coming, a heavy ros onsibility, the pay I offer is not 

ve e , the research is dono, you will be out of a job at a 
critical moment in your life. You wilt” et no groat fam or reputation 

‘out ‘of the book. If §& is successful and creates interest, it will probably 
‘ovoate interest only on the left. I think you will get along with me a 
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stand’ both a 


Booause 1 realise tho money I am offer is not commensurate , 


_ , With your peat tion- 


you ax 4 don t think it 


contracts fof publication in my namo, I agrse between us 
half-andehalf tI royalties fees the book (all net royalties after 


publishors oxpenses are deducted) with you 
preposterous chance should prove ea bestese 
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But 1 again e 


anything, so far as pey ing 


#2000 wS1) - 


I hope you will come in, Let me know 


as possible, trankly, 
misunders 


to your completo artioipat 


advice and suggestions, 


mphasise that I don't think this a 
off goes. it is only a very ou 


T oan” “offor ‘you one other thing 
coane ea bat though I want to make all 


Ree ape at at 


@o and I assws 


to split 
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Toeuont means 
side chance, 


am onclosiny $2000 to bind the agreement. The remaining 
aid before March 1, 1946 at the latest, and 1 hope 


ay t will-bo pasa this year, 
Z am also o 


nolosing an agroement for you to sign and keep 


one copy, return one to we, I am keo & copy of this letter, ani 
this servos to oxpiage and amplify the fay Sem : 


our decision as soon 


ancependin, on you. Byt I write go bluntly in 
ordor to pat things on as realistic bas 8 48 4 can and to prevent 


ndings. Lot 120 acelin assure you that I shall look forward 
on in the project, to your oritiocisn, 


Ruth joins me in congratulations to Janice and to you, and 
in sondiny all good wishes, I am eager to hoar from you. 


Bost, 


Special Apyents: 


Russe “ 


OnRavs and Veears. 


Anoale: Cat:é  Settun’ 


hes 


§ 
t 


1380 Ft. Stevens Dre, NeWe 
Washington 11, D. Ce 
July 7th, 1944 


eae TOR oa Fm er me 
~ - TM er ae iris tae peas. cree 


I have your lotter. and am pleased to see the determination and 
enthusiam which you have for getting this work under way. It 

is very oncouraging to kmow that you have so mich confidence in 

me and I assure you now that I will do everything within ny ability, 
and then somo, to fulfill that trust,’ 


Your offer rogarding finances and oredit arrangements is very 
Ss; ‘generous and completely acceptable, Fram this point on we oan 
. really dig our teeth into the work, 


“jc Although'we have agreed to start my work on Soptember lst, I 
‘By would like to do some proliminary things in order to be fully 
SP equipped to undertake tho major part of tho task ahead. I ywould 
e appreciate it if you would sond me as quickly as possible your 
> oomplete files on Hoover so that I oan get an insight into the 
“method of researoh and tho manner in which you want tho material 
handled, and further to avoid spending valuable timo duplicating 
S anformation you already have, If you have any ideas on source - 
material, poriodicals or other pertinont data I should refer to, 
3 send them along, I intend to utilize my time so as to get the 
S maximum out of it. 


‘Sinoe it comes as no surprise to you that I have never dono research 
Zon so largo a scale, your suggostions as to procedure of work, 


Ne 


‘X dontt think I oan say any moro at this timo except to express 
my gratifiontion with the whole mannor in which our relationship 
‘has bogun. Moro than ever, I am onthused and eager to get into 
a, work and my most modest hope is to achieve to our mutual sa- 
e(tisfaoction, the perspeotivos which we commonly share. 


"E hopo I haven't created tho improssion that I am bewildered 
with tho 4mmonsity of tho job. (I am just a bit stunned).' I 
‘place those problems before you because I have tho most profound 
‘pespoot for your judigmont ond experience and look to our cooporar 
e'¢4on not only to produoo a good, if not great, Marxist book, but 
yee to further my own dovelopmont, 


< J am onoclosing a signed 90 of the memo and have no corrections 


te or afditions, inasmuch as moots with my complete approvale’ 
4 ‘ 


De renee ary me eR em on een ee” 


Pr oh 


Bn acihes 


a Faae's dad, Vivre ars, 


oF 
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: 
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Special Agen tse 
Russell 


| 


Py 


m2 


) with — 


oo has a bottle of Sootoh 
Jani gotton (the roal stuff rabure 


whioh to soal the agreemont. So hero's.to us and the 


Pars dnd Veoars 
art a 


success of our works ‘Too bad wo can't drink ovor tho samo s 
tablo at presente ‘ 
With love from Janioo, Frederiok-to-be, and myself to you, ire q 
menace = rn me came RUCK ANA tNOONILATON ee ee £9 
niin ais dk Sty Ss a 6 Vie Si ig 
v a 
AB ever, oy : 
4 Y 
i $s 
( 3° 
i) 
ky 
2) 


On PRavs and 


Deor Rich. rd! 
cked for. Also, on article on 


I'm enolooing the insuo of In Foot you a 
Hoover from Soviet mtunnin Tomy, ond © pamphlet whioh I juct rend that 
I thought you would find interesting. 
Now let me oxpluin hy I haven't enawered your letters. 
to town (I left on the goth). Altho I left instruotions for my mil to 
be forwmrded to mo, 1t soomn thut something went wrong and most of the 
moil wan eniting for no rhen TI got book. Huever, I aia receive your 
letter oonoorning tho mture of onpita lian, etc, Just before I car beck 
to the fuir oity of D.C., 1 saw Ve J. Jerome, and dinoussed the mtter 


with him. 

Right now I un in the midst of ptroightening out 1) the accurrauluted work 
ond I ounnot ony ony more. A detuilod letter will follow in « day or 
twOe 


I just got buck 


al Apents 


Specé 
Russell 


1 copien of the materiul enclosed, so 
Onoe I really vet under way with 


Incidentally, I have no additions 
to make copies of #12 pertinent 


perhupn you can send it buck to no. 


the work, 1 will havo pirfioiont tine 
I'm simply bogved down. 


yor the pronent, however, 


motorinl,. 
ards to nll of you from Junioe um myself. 


Bent pornoy 1 ro 


Vrears, 
Call. Sedead 


hes 


+ 
9g 
p 
+ 
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t 
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A pains 
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Doar Richard, : 9 
I returned to Washington on augyst 17th arid. foynd that tke Post Orfice bed «> ae a 
messod up ny: forwarding eAdxoss nd tho only Letter that came thm to BY | 4, 
wos the ond relative to the nature of eopitolisae Janice hed che to Bele © - ‘ g 
previously ond consequently thoero was no one at hone to rocgeive ithe 0 é 
mail you hod writtene . a ; g 2 
bua Bofore replying to’ tho questions roisod,. { will clear up sono other anfinissed |. wk 
Ss business. J have & copy of Yarcats Groat Crises ond will send 1% to you in & | eo 
wece Or tro When I havo finished yoreoding it, since you want 3t for the fase” a 
Yarkot?. : 3 3 
4 < | 


Your 1ifo as it was awarded to mo by A U e 


tion. Guard it with 
Yow about ny neoting with Ve J. Joroze, who I found to bo 2 vory sroll coye 2 t 
. oxpleince tho queation involved generally, an& itp ppecific rolation to our Lotse 
" Bince this problem hed not boon discussed proviously, he ai¢ntt fool ho could 
give us oD Anmediate reply. Howcvors ho sugtested that we sutait to hin, first, 
a thesis of our 4ntonded work 


the oxuct nature of tho controvoray ond, second, } 
4nclude on outline of the uaterial to be coverod and what wo intond 


Fe 


= 


which is to > 
to prove, thus enabling hin to discuss tho nahter fully end Give Ww hig suzzéce- 
For obvious reasons, J thins tho thesis should do 


tions, criticisms, otc. { 
having a copy of it. In tho course of 
4nted out that wo intended to use Lenints basic selinitiong 
of impertolisa ac 2% foundation an¢é showing how 4t erplies to tho pocdlirs de- * 
tee yolopment of erpitelign in Anorica, Jorone paid 4f wo expected to ‘use these - 
‘ vasio definitions otc. that such vu ool roulé cortainly gorve an oxcolleit gine, 
4-7 pose, This lod ne to veliove that ho is in yonoral agrocient with. your, foxiatlae « 
tions ac to tho nature of capitulione. 


And that is the sun ond substance of the nooting. I tmow St wil, 6 a banger gmt 
“p | pent fo you, tub that, is os for av I, could got. On consideration, porhope 5% wos. 
- + §\ @ Little optinistic: to expect a roply to gach | quostion upon ite ‘Livat pRppentarLons, 


we 

me 1 scones tee wrtagortont “thie "ts ‘Qn relation to-cur dost, Lt wotl vo very sot 
4ndeed, Lor ae both to spend so:0 ton or more months on a boos that would only ALVO: 
ochamerel. volues Ghat is, altho vo wont owt treatice on iopertatisa to be con= = 
scetent 4nth0 Light of tho prosont situation, nt the sono tine we osnnot forcet : 
ts, (sat castedn classical Marxist theories stil) eld tre ond that thould te the 
a Daxté of.o8s apjroadde Yoe-t'n not hedging on Tchoran, tut sone of the argmenta 
Heist xetied on the Coast (probsbly a roflection of sone of the articles which t= 


t+ peered Ga tha DWe paxtioularly ty Rovte Kinor) clive ne corso Loy od emeye 
pv wey LR LEO oo aT sey By Sito the Btacesatons With a few aides alive | 
ww $22 ‘Saver ap 00 (Se babare Sad edcline Of Ampertalien, ¥ yack ica yO 
Wiewete . a 2 2 i 


: 


2 


\ 


» 
» 


sy ‘ 

Ristoricaliy, one.of the best proofs of tho moribund nature of immerialien tas, 
the rise of fasotem over a sestion of Burope end Asta ‘ond its rosult. iy the 

- Pxosent wax. Yory generally, we, eed the. utter decoy of Limerinisin withia 
gextain countries, nasely, Frence, Ltaly, etce to such a decree. that If oepitelion 
is %o survive at al) in thoso countries it con only. de on the basis that democracy 
de extended to the creatost nasses, in oxier to pormit on economic rebirth in > 
theso lands to take placo. nga ee 


Cus aD. 


however, wo should start by exmining cértain contradictions inherent ‘in the 

‘economy of those two countries. One point: you ziontion Uichtly which deserves - 

nore attention is tho contradiction botwoen the increase in, productivity ond, at 

tho sano tine, tho ‘tendency in the decline of tho rato of profit. This isabssis , 
contradiction of dmorfalisn ond ono that certainly provos -its noribund charceters 7 pir 
You aro-a little off when you say that cupitalisn is willing to accopt a contin~ 

wally lover siavgin of profit. On tho contrary, 4t is tho voy nature of the prow. 
euctive forcos, nonoly, tho hich organdie composition of cxpital whlch comes as a 

roslt of cometition, now nothods of production, otc. (#00 Pols Kconony,' Leontiey, 

Ppe 154145) that forcos it to accopt lonor zatos of profit. In ordor for ccpitale 


den to oxist, it-cust theroforo contimally seok en oxponding narket 4n order to 
naintain & profit ‘agcinst its largo investaontse 


In ovoluating tho direction of. Impeftolian in the United Staton tnd Great ‘Britain | 


QAR and Wears, 
- - bes.. Ancealee ~ Catt... 


Another point that needs nory emhesis is the .question of the olihination of class 
btruccle. Froqently, tho forn of class struggle. nay henge, wt tho contont is 
thoro novertholess. For oxap lo=edoos not tho fect that wo are doing everything 
‘to amintain and wicon tho split within the rofles of the vourgeoiso of our country 
oxprass & type of class strugld. And oxmzino the national unity between us ond 
certain sections oF the bourgeoise; imtt this ono of ‘the dbusie forms of class 
> «+ . Strugclo, that is, utilizing tho contradictaone tint sockett osist_within the 
vourgeoise. If re can rooliso the perspectives of Tehercn, ond I thin: tho poscle 
vilities sre very good, will rot the cconouie ind oulturel dovolonucnt of tho vast 
messes of the world strongfthon the forces fichting for sociolisn end their clides. 
And further, the vigilence that the descratic nasses will have to zaintain in 
theiy Countrics in order to pravont ‘the imorialisus of tho U.S. on¥ OreBe fron * 
exporting politicul hogenony with the export of capital, is but onothor fom of 
‘class. stricclo. Tho ficht for broador donocracy in the Ue8.3 tho fLrooing ‘of 
Puerto Rico; the extonsion of civil liberties; tho incroaso of economic ond 
soctal security; «what elso gon these things do celled tt class istrugne? The 
neutralizing of the rapacious tondoncios of duporinlisn thru-Tchoran, this cnodling 
the peaceful stadilization Jof the world oconony, is a further uxt nanifostation 
of class strugelo. And tho reiutionship botween intornatiomMéssitalisn ond the 
‘UsS.8.2., thus strengthening the srcutost bulyars of tho rorld prolotariat is, in 
fact, oné of the highest foras of class atrugele. 
ete ; 


‘These ore only sone of tho aspoots of tho cluss strugilo to, cute, ond I on sure 
thet you con of4 Anfinitely more’ to thon. 


Z°d like to neko @ caso in point that nay not de complotoly. ennlagous, out one 
Witch J think: 1s vitally. important in undorstending tho prosent direction. of 
inpertalital, in the U.S. and Gr.B. You oy in‘your lottor that Morcovor, it 
is’ no contradiction to say that capitalist inporiolian. (as ropresentod ty tho 
‘Ue83) te rorttind ond yet oopabdle of a progressive role in history".. This is 
absolutely correct. _Wo' have dyt to rononbor that cupitolien in the U.8.8.R. 


ke 


on os 


suring 1921-1923 wus not only moribund, tut had boon smashed by a socialist 
revolution, mo less, But who con dony that the Mxpuan® ployed « propressive 
rolo during that poriod by rejuvenating industry ond comerse ond. eziabling the 
U.S8.8.R. to achlave the proroquisites for socialist construction. Altho we | 
exo not calling for sociulist construction oftor the war, certainly we om 
approciato the prozrassiva rolo to vo. played by tho copitolists of U.8, and 
Gr.B. with roca to the dovolopnent of the economies and produative forees.of 

~ tho world,. Just us the "yEPnon®, the inmporiolists today are notivated by pro 
fits snd not a capitalist system in the ‘ascendoncy. Thorofore, thelr present 
PTO FORsive role cannot nome the norlbund nature of their systen, 


se MeO -- 


 OnPars and Veeers, 


fines 
! 
a 


£4 fow norg ronarics dh the rature of Lumoriuldss. Ono concept that Lenin us = * 
forvurd end that mist be = guiding factorf in ovpluating the direotién-of Gapiteta 
ion, was thit dupordaligy ts © world econony, Looking at this world. ecodosy 

fron a atatic yoint of vior, wo sixeacy soe geographically that certain links ~ | 
of this economy tiavo boon oreatly wealtenod and, in gone plocos, broken. Certainty” 
so con? oxpect tut Yaroclevi., Poland, Franco, etce will oaerso fron this:war = 
ws Gnvordi iat mtions. Tis siovle be on indfeation as to tho nature of Lume 
erlLisin todiy. Secondly, the relattonslip of fordos in tho world is croaping 

fo daperhiighs by Torcing the bourgeots democracios into a poaition vhere tay 

tro forced to worts (objectivolr) within tho narrow froneroris of the Boheron agres- 
nent, scnoly, to vo willins to agfoo to the oxport of cepital that will de wiler- 
tho control of tha nation «at the receiving ond. This con tako plrooe only as a 
rosult of the vory contriictions inierent betwoen thom and votieen the atte 
Lertilist nrogressive nassos. If we are to uso tho sinplo Leninist ‘definition 

of isoriclisn, cort.inks the economic dovelopmont of tho U.8., GreB. cid the 

worlé Ucar outethe correctnoss of your position. 


acter ; 
Russel 


fince I ony know tho positive sido of this dfacuscion, I hay do xoppating wer, i, ie 
things you Ge alxoody said, But one thing I vould ike to have clarified as! : 
your position on, the poncefil trensition to nocialien. 2X can geo this ‘tase po 

4n sone Kuropenn countries, but I do not sec on xhat busis. you conclude Sed ite. 
con be possible in the U.S (if that ts,wiat ydu risan). I won't aay nore ER Ob 
your. verde concerning this point-were tot too cleare . a 


“¥ 


’ ¢ 
ro . = Cr Ld 


< 


Ere’ Chal Ladver mbsen, °F hive written tritze to, the miourtbons Fate Coaerttee 
fox tals tntdrkation and, tide they went me cozted of Dents epwecs eb tea 8 
vatemaiy of hie lifes fo x wild cet the: speech from the newepeperte it 


‘ : a z do not Ino whut speech — 
sod for w copy of promorlo. Pittsburg specons “the . of At 
kia Se eeeeane bai Yo vou know‘tio date at wac-dolivorcd, oF the none , 
if &t Lo in penphLot for. | ae 


i 


‘ 


so, Mhe nil able. te ito you 
PFrdao0 don't Jone pationco with no» Tho ronson J jiave ths gh ee rahe Ue 
PLbbog donee ould Ado do: nt I ra wtdid working £0" Pe ete ae. tho Rat 
sae sen oon ase here en NAGS eee ct om 
% und I koVvo Loon -woxking sore eC i. Bo sous 
ve ‘ima there (ae of Sent. Ras), vor will Hess frou ne pacnaeye: 
¥ 


é 


. 
» 


Poot vounite-‘froh Junica und ryselt. 


¥ i 
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Well, I have finally gotten down to 
fascinating than I had anticipated. I will catline briofly what I heve 


Sept. Li, 1944 
Dear Richam, < | 
oases and find the work even more 
accomplished... ‘i 


I killed a day meking arrangenents for reading: epace-at.the Library. 
The won responsible for the assignment of reading spece is either en - : nats 
anti-Semite or he just aiantt Like my face. At ary rate, he stuck me in | 
a dark hovel and at this writing has refused to change it. However, I 5 


feel optimistic that it will be straightened cute T spent the rest of i 
4 the library and although I em still at a | 
+ 


Russel 


the day finding my way eran 
Joss in finding many things, at present I em able to locate material per 
tinent to my immediate requireasnts. 


I thought 1% would be 6 good ides for me to drush up On RY economics 
before going into the lite of Hoover so that it would de easier to evaluate - 
coniitions correctly. I spent a few days on Political Koonony, The Great [ 


Special Apentr. be 


Crises ant Two Systems. Also, I driefly went thru Fascism ond Social 
Rewolution. 


I em enclosing « bibliography of the most important biographies of i 
Hoover. I think we oan get all the general historical infomation abdout 

bie life froa these ani it shouldn't be too difficult to locate him at ji 

any. given manent. However, in looking thru these various biographies and : 

checking one against the other, I find that most of them either rig the { : 


facts or give complete distortions. i 


Ae for as Joho Hamil is concerned, I think for the time being you 
should disemnt hin. It appears that Haat 
on the life of Hoover with a James 3. O'Brien. Hamil was aent to England 
and, after some extensive research, 
O'Brien bad taken most of his research and was merrily exgaged in writing 
‘the book himself, Homil immediately ruched 
and started compiling the additional information in omer that he might get 
his book out at about the same time as O'Brien did. (See bidlio. for 
O'Brien's books). I om afreid that not only is Hamil lying about & lot f 
of his information, tut he also distorts to such on ex ' 
oaly serves to confuse. However, Once we ascertain certain irrefutable 
facts, if we then go thru Hamil wo oan find other esubatantiating material 


that can be of some TAlIG. 


I started with W. W. Liggett's "The Ries of Hervert Hoover” and find 
that he gives a fairly good chronological pattern of Rocver's activities. 
When I em thru with this, 1 will then go to Knot, “The Great Miatakes, 

Wa, Irwin, “Herbert Hoover, A Reminiscent Biography*, and Rerbvert Corey, 
“Tne Truth About Herbert Hoover*. These four books should provide me with 
a definite picture of Hoover's life. Yrom then on, I wili begin to sud- 
Qivide Hoover and will go into the following!i- ‘, 


O.R, os dnd 
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hanks 


Bn on bn * 
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al a Ef amare eerver nha a tRNA ES WARE EERE! EIT OIE TALON IE TU FNC ERC cr epee crt : 


O mai 


le Hise boyhood 


a. “The Boy's Life of Herbert Hoover® 
Mitoholl V. Charriy 
db. “Herdert Hoover's Boyhood” : 
Jacob A. Swisher 
oe “Herbert Hoover's Home Town 


eens 


Vecars 


Oz Pars dnd. 
Diam wide: 4 


Maud Stratton ' F 
{ wn 
2, His school career and early business activities : 2 
st 
a. “The Making of Herbert Hoover | 
‘ 7 - - -Rose-Wilder-Lane: : — CN 
. ee nt * 
* S. His business activities, otc. bot e 
' % 8 
a. On this, there are a whole slow of books (see biblio.) and if yu ny ec 
are reading any in particular, let me know and I will work on the . rt) 
others. Q 
Y) 
The complete nome and trial date of the case yo mention isi eee 


"Chang-Yen-Mao and the Chinese Engineering and Mining Company of Tientsin, 


VWSe 


Charles Algernon Moreing, Bewick Moreing's Caapany, and The Chinese 
Engineering ani Mining Company, Ltd. of London*. 


Trial date, Jamary 18th, 1905 

Presiding Justice, Joyce 

Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice, London 

Appeal heard in British Court of Apponl, Jamary 2th, 1906. , 


To date, I have not been looking for a copy of the proceedings, but if you 
camnot locate it in the library and need it ina hurry, I will try to obtain 
4t. Othervise, I will send 4% to you in due time on the cards in its proper 


sequencee 


As yet, I do not know of any authoratative book on the Boxer Rebellion, 
put a certain Wm. MoLeish wrote a diary on it. I: don't know the exact name 
or the publishers, nor how authentic his stuff is, {nasmch as he was 4 news~ 
paper man who at the time was very close to tho Bewick-Moreing bunch during 
the period of the “reoconversion” of the Chinese Engineering and Mining Companye 


I have already uncovered some sources which will give ua an dneight on 
Hoover with regard to labor, his ability o5 o mine manager and his finanotal 
menipulations. By the way, it would bo wiso if you could get copy of HJ. 
Curle's: "Gold Mines of the World". This book gives an explanation of some & 
the maneuvers used in the mining business ond could possibly de helpful to 

ly i us in understanding some of the fast denis that Hoover and Co. pulled off. 


” 


the ot 


? 


w 
A 
a 
’ ’, 
I was up to Marcantonio's office and his secretary told me that you ay 
had written. They were extremely cordial and copperntive and told me that 
they would be glad to request any books to be withdrawn from the librery w' 
for us. ‘ 
I haven't had a reply to my last letter and an assuming that you are = 
probably winding up affairs at Paremount. ¥ 
x 4 
Please advise me if my-approach to.the subject is correct and send along “ S : 
any mggestions yo have. - © 5 
¥ ' 
| How are you, Ruth and the children getting along? Janice & Co. are : < Nie 
: . really proving dialectics. You should see the quantitative change that be 
; has taken place}}} \. 2 
+ nw 
i] 
And how are the California Marxists coming slong? Have you beaten then _ <¢ 
. down as yet, or ure you still in the process? 2 
4 
¢ Well, that's all for the present. = 
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Special Apzents 
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‘I’ recetved ‘your short’ letter’ und: 1-know-our-mull-mist-have-crossed.. In.omier, 
not to work at crons purposes, if this letter crosses with uny subsequent | 
letter of yours, I will immediately ucknowledgo receipt of the letter md 
bring us up to date. As o method of procedure, I am going to write every 
week on oithor Monday or Tuesaday so that you will recolve it by Friday or 
Saturday. 


« 


Russell. 


This week I win nble to finish Liggett, Corey, Knox und will probably finish 

Irwin tomorrow. I don't intend to mke any detailed outlines of the material 

in these bookn, but um using them, firstly, to get 1 wrking knowlodgo of 

Hoover, where he wns, whit he did, why he did {t uni who his nasociates wore, 

ond secanily, to got a list of various xuftexmxeme reference data referred to 2 
so that I can check them for authenticity and get clues for rounding up 

intimate material conceming his life. So furg most of these bastards distort 

relatively unimportant points. It sppeors that first they form the conclusions 

about Hoover “nd then they rig the informition in order to justify those con- 

clusions, 


9 Far instance--Laggett snys HH's mother was born in Cannda; Irwin says she 
was born in the U.3S.. Re. W. Lane (I checked this quotation so I know it 
io logit) says that HH didn't oonfess to the burning of the tar in his ‘ 
father's shop; Irwin says he did. Such unimportant information as to , 
what his father died from also has tw variations. Irwin says he died fraa 
Typhoid; Liggett says it was pneumonia. When Bertie wont to work for 
Bewiok Moreing & Co. Knox snys he wus getting $4800; Liggett says $5000; 
Corey and Irwin say $7500. On the Sons of Owalia, Irwin says Hoover de— 
veloped it; Liggett says he developed it from & previously existing mine. 
And so forth. As I say, moh of this is relatively unimportant, but we 
should be correct in even the minutest details. I wish these guys wuld 
have been a Littles more accurate und made life that mich more pleasant for 
me. What I om doing with each of these books is mking lists of all the 
important reference material that they use ani I will subsequently check fron 
the original manuscript wherever possible. 


: In evaluating the four books, Liggett's material seems to be the closest to 
accuracy. Corey is absolutely useless since his was supposedely a refutation 
of the five nnti-Hoover biogrmphies, But in essence, he says nothing and his 
own etory ie shot full of contradictions. If his is on "authoratative” 
diograyhy, then the only purpose it could sorve us tu is to give us the olue 
to Hoover's energetic activities in the C.R.B. and subsequent relief wark, 
namely, his conscious understaniing of the wnreat of social revolutions ani 
the effectiveness of his cammittes in combating it. 


Knox's materinl is accurate on two vory important points. His infomation on 
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the trinl and the Senute hearing on the sugar stabilization program. His 

lust three chapters are vague and altho I will try to verify some of his 

charges, particularly the stenling of sugar (i{f you ever heard unything 

nboaut that, send along any type of lead on it and I will cheok. Personally, 

J never hoard of {t before) I think isa a lot of crap. I suppose you know ‘ 
he is an old time Henrst man writing under the nom of T. J. Dockerty and, 

as you pointed out, he is a vicious anti-Semite, but is equally anti-British. 


Aaenle« 


, 
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a 


7 ae - Y wm now working: on: Irwins -As‘you probably. gathered; -he-makes-a- little tin ‘ 
God out of HH, but a lot of his information is clear concerning Hoover's early 
life and I think we can use him in understanding the early development of HH. 


Russe // 


% If you oan get a hold of Lunets book, do so. I haven't read it yet, but in 
looking thru it, find that he covers Hoover's early life very thoroughly. 


Special Agents. 


Itd like to make sane observations which, ‘altho they might be premature at 
thie early dnte, wl) give you an idea what I have been thinking abait as I 
go nlong. Altho it should be comparatively easy to connect Hoover with the 
general devolopment of imperiulism throughout the world, since he had close 
connections with Belgian, German, Dutch, English, American etc. industrialists 
und bankers, one of the big difficulties will be to connect his early develop 
ment with the specific development of Amerioan imperialiom. This, of course, 
becomes increasingly evident when he went to Bewick Moreing & Co. ami wrked 
in close proximity with British oapital, as well ns foreign govorments, With 
the outbrenk of the war, Hoover becames more closely asscolated with Amerioan 
a) imperialism thru his administrative paste and that period frozm 1914 on will be 
ment forus. At this writing, however, 1 oumot clearly see how we are going 
to link him up specifionally with the developing Amerioan imperialism of 1898 
thru 1014. I am saying this only on the basis that I am ignorant of the 
specific details of American ompitnlist development. However, I am mre there 
mist kuxexck be « link which we will probably find in studying imperialism that 
connects Hoover to American imperialism prior to 1014. I say this only on the 
basis that the conscious bourgeoise of Amerion in 1914 wild not accept Hoover 
nas the knight in the shining armor unless they were pretty certain that he 
would go to bat for their interests, notwithstoAding the fact that ho was mare 
closely connectod with British and foreign finance capital. This is soaething 
we will have to find out, since none of the guys who I have read mention it in 
any spooific detail. Let me have mmo of your ideas. 


I haven't inourred an many expenses, most of the early stamps and atationery 
having geen =xp swiped by Janice from her previous Job. (let her boes deduct 
it from hie income tax). However, I just purchased sane material and as scon 
an the bill oases thru, I will send it to you. I haven't inourred any other 
expenses, since I olmnged my mind about visiting the other libraries as I feel 
this will only be necessury wien I om miening mterial and aleo, I will delay 
the trip until I know pew what I am looking fons 


=3- 


I haven't beon around to see Adum Lapin yot, but I em glud to mentioned me 
to him becuuse I know I will need a let of infommtion concerning HH in the 


White House and defore, and I foel sure he will bo able to adyiso mens to 
What people to see, 


“Yam going to New York on thw 26th (please don't tell my boss) in order to 


register for my nbsentee ballot and, at the sume time I will bo able to 

attend the Garden’menting, ‘If E.B. will -be free to-see-me; I-wi-ll try :to 

get hie opinion on sane of tho stuff that hus been plagueing tho Const. 1 

hope I dontt meet Jerare since I don't know what, if mything, you wrote 

him, Naturally, any discussion will bo directly in relation to whint's happening 
on the Coast and not pertinent to the book. However, I will explain our re- 
lationship since I never enjoyed his personal acywdhtanship. 


I camot think of much more right now--in fact, I just can't think. 1 spent 
a heotic day with Knox and Irwin and now I'm going to sleep und will probably 
dream about the time the book will be finioehed,. 


Best regurds to you all. 


* 


ae | 
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September 326, 1944 


Dear Richard, . 
Before I go into the wealth of ideas you projected in your letter, 
I'd like to briefly outline some of the tentative conolusions. I 

have reached. This I hope will give you some insight to my thinkig 
and also my general approach to the material. Then you can under. 
etand my discussion of your lettor. 


As far as Hoover's early Life, from the time he was born thru his 
graduation from Stanford, we find that he quickly appreciates the 
value of money and practically makes a fottiah out of the acquisi- 
tion of it. We can readily sympathize with this due to the hard. 
ships he encountered aa a youth, But his carly training portrayed 
one important thing to his. Tnat is, stoney can de acoquired by other 
means than one’s own labor. This becomes more apparent when we see 
this 14 year 1d boy already investing money in land speculation 
with hia uncle in’the Oregon Land Company. 


We then see a now development taking place in Hoover when he becomes 


xr for Janin and there he must not only take into account 


a& mine aces 
the yield of the mines he is working with, but also wages paid to 
laborers becom a very important factorf for the profitable operation 
of these mines. By this discovery, Hoover must necessarily in order 
that he might become a euccess, keep wages at a minimum level in 
order to increase the productivity of any of his undertakings. Thia 
4a a vital discovery to HH sinoe, in order to prove to his employer 
that he was competent in doing the job, he would necessarily have to 
exact the utmost work for the least wages. Thie discovery automati-_ 


cally divoroes him from any class relationship he might have normally 


had as a wage worker for Janin since it was part of his duties to 
further the profits of the mine and thereby inorease his own status, 


His past relationships in America became oven more justified to him 
when he went to Bewiok, Moreing & Coe Here he not only saw the 
necessity to prove himaelf a good manager of mines, but he saw the 
opportunity of becoming a partner in’ thie firm. Therefore, it be- 
came necessary for him to carry out policies that had already ox- 
{ated in this organization. Here we find HH direotly tied up with 
a powerful financial group that not only had influence in tho areas 
under operation, but were very closely linked with tho imporialiat 
aggrandisement of the British estate and ruling clase, This becomes 
evident with the Chang affair when we find Moreing going to Lord | 


Baliebury concerning the ninos. 
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tion that Hoover saw his chance sizply to get into public ite,” 


§ 
This in the main is the material I have covered on Hoover's life. I ’ 
hope my conclusions, whioh are very immaturely thought out and Not 
Complotely cohesive, don't annoy you. Wow I will go thru your letter 
bearing in mind soxe of the Conolusions I have drawn. his doesn't 
Roan that I feel abgolutely convinced on all of them, but X would j 
like to have somo basis on which to evaluate Hoover's actions not 


Call. 


Ange/es 


only as a reflection of the acoiety in which he lived and worked 
but aleo as a resultant of Hoovor's own personal experiences in his 
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If you find ny impressions and observations trite at this timo, I oan 
ae ew we OnLY, a: ythat..I-have-not.-touched-at.-all-on-the-devolopment’ of. erioan’ ~~~ 
ee ge imporialism and have spent tho past few weeks introducing myself to 
Hoover's life, 
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Now for your letter. First Itd like to say ; think that in order not 
to duplicate your Work, it is necossary for ze to know what material 
You want olosely cheoked in Hoover's early life, I don't know to 
what extent your notes Cover and whether you are cheoking any of the 
dooumentations covered in your reading, 7 think it would be a. 
idea if you were to list xem for me any specific documents You want 
me to invostigate sy that in Covering tho carly parts of Hoover's 
life, not only will x get for you human interest matter, but alao 
orial that you intend to use. At this Point 
I might say that oertainly tho work is bei handicapped by the fact 
that wo oannot meet personally and discuss technical Problems that 
You alroady face and that r will face as soon as I oatch uw to your 
roading. As far as edit an opinion about you Coming out Fast 
y Would help my work immeasurably bus 
you will have to be the judge sinoe you are in a vetter posits 
CY asking and also whether you aro Row pre- 
pared fully (or to a great exten ) to give a concretisation of our 
approaoh, 
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Your letter gevee me & clearer perspective of the matorial we want 
Oovored in the book, It xoally boils itself down tos; understan 
the forces that gave riso to imperialien; the Specifio action taken 

: by tho various imorialist Countries; the entrance of the U. 8. as 
an imperialist nation; also the offect of imporialien Hoover; the 
effect on Hoover's actions and thinking caused by his relati om 
with the innunerabdle types of pooples and governments that he dealt 
with during hie oarger, Algo, to exanine Hoover's private and Social 
life to eee his roaotiona when he coulda relax and be off his ° 
Thon, we soo Hoover omer ing as an international figure-.a leader who 
ia faced with war, soo4 revolution and the heterogenius st Les 
that fa0e oapitailam in the epooh of tho gecones origes of capitalien, 
We then examine his pea lospphy and his guiding ideologies. For Hoover 
No longer only refleots tho effects of the times upon him, dut takes 


~t 


the hegemony among imporialists in trying to mold ovonts, whioh fimally 
oe ereate with the position taken by Hoover and his section of finame 


This may be a wulgarisation of your letter and certainly repeats 
aketehecgaed everything you said, but I am doing this prooisely because 
t ant to mako sure that I grasped it in the same light that you in- 
ended. I want to be sure of this because, if X am interproting it 
Correctly, thon I think I have the gonoral approach that you want. 
One thing tho, what I am not oloar on,is organisation. Since there 
are hundreds of books written on the matorial that. wo want. to.cover, 
At will boe,.easy. for me to get*books that you don’t mention and I 
Would like very muoh to mako sure that when I start submitting the 
atuff to you, as ax I said before, that I am not.only going to 
Augment tho material you already have, but to further strengthen 
your ae and to help give it more direction. y think what you 
can do, without having to come out here, is to let mo know what 
phase of imperialist dovelopmont you want to use in our first divis- 
fon, namely, tho period from 1870 to 1914, and aftur I have verified 


the salient faots on Hoover's oarly life, I can conoentrate on this 
(vriefly, sinoe you say you have most of the necessary material), and 
then I can devote all my time in understanding Hoover, his work, his 
action, in relation to the development of imperialism from 1914, 


I foel free now to start examining the conorote high pointe of Hoover's 
early carreer sinoo I feel that I have am a4 protty good understanding 
of his genoral life. ontthing x would like cleared up. Winn I told 
you about his father's doath oto. J was not using that to show you 

the type of material on which I am concentrating, but only to show by 
way of oxample to terrific disorepancios in simple facta that exist 

in most of the biographies. f think what I will do nowdis, 1. to 
cheok on his early dealings in Australia, 3. voriff if Hoovor aotually 
had the contempt for human life that Liggett said he did, by chooking 
the various statements he made concerning the Chinese laborors, 3. 

to get the facte on the Chinese gngincoring and Mining Qo. and the 
trial, 4. To oheok if HH dealt in slave labos, 5. follow thru one 

of his manipulations, 6. to determine why Hoover took tho 0.R.B. Jod 
and what were his feelings towards the Belgians and Frenoh, 7. to 
determine Hoover's feelings on the war—-was he pro-allies oto. 1 

If this approsoh doos not meet with your requirenconts, naturally \¢e1i 
no, but I think that I oan use this as a basis for my first speoifioc 
researoh. As far ae color, I will try to get you certain intimate 
things oonoerning each of the poriods enumerated, 


fhis is my general approach and I am going to Work on it, unless you 
have other ideas on the matter. I don't think that now it would 
serve any aes purpose to discuss theoritioal questions conoerning 
the presentation of tho book, since we both have the dasic Marxist 
approach to the e¥r-and the man. fherefors, I balieve wo should 
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Concentrate on gotting the oomplote historical material on the 
period and also the salient action of Hoover's life. The theorittal 
questions oan bo worked out once we have the history and the dynamics 
of the ora organized. 


I received your check for $1,000.00 and thank you for it. 


If you think that my approach is wrong, or lacking in any way, don't 
mince words—-not that I think you will--because I don’t want to kill 
unnecessary time in retracing my steps. On the other hand, I don't 

‘want to oreate’ the ‘impression that: you-will.-have .to..lead. mo, .by. the. 

hand for each step we take. But I am not handing you a line when I 

say that I have oonfidenoe in your approach as opposed to mine sinoo 
you already have the background for this kind of work. 


Incidentally, Jimzy Branca sends you his best revzarda. 


All the Bakst's are enjoying fine health and send their collective 
regards to you all. 


Best, 
\ 
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when I first received your massive let 


oot over 10, 1944 


Dear Richard, 


Wo wore Sorry to hear that you wore 411 mx and hope when this 
roaohes YoU You will be fully recovered. 


tor: it-nearly- frightened. 


mo to death. But onoe I got into it, things became very much 
Clearer. Without casting any aspersions Upon Your past en- 
deavors, this outline of Your Propose approach gives me by 

far the clearest understanding of what you expect from mo and 
al8 HoW you are tentatively approaching the book. lth uge 

I had a general direction in the past, I can now 606 much urthor 


than my no86. 


I think I was a little prewature in thinking about working up 

a bibliog. for imperialism since 4t appears to me that my Saret 
large task should be to got & oouplete history of Hoover, voar- 
ing in mind your suggestions. If you Work on HH Concerning the 
periods you montion (his Schooling, the Boxer rebellion, oto.), 
I can take Hoover's life, At this Point, I think three ut- 
standing exploits in his early career Would be sufficient to 
Cover the typical manipulations of his early business life. 
These three to be stressed, in ny opinion, shovid be the Chang 
case, tho Golden Horse Shoo and the Zino Corporation. In- 
addition to it we can, in passing, show Hoover's role in the 
Sons 2 Gwalia mine. If these are covereé properly I think thoy 
oan give & Oomplete insight and eigen Cover the methods of 
HH's business activities from 1897 thru 101%. 


As we agree, gur approach to Hoover 48 different from those Wh 
attack him in many respects, one of them boing that in thoir 
anxiety to Oogndemn him they completely nogate his abilities. 
From what I alreagy kno¥ ab us him, I formed these general oon- 
clusions. 1) that he eould tell a Sook mine from a bad one 
and that can be dempnstrated in his reogmmendation for tho pur- 
chase of the Sons of Gwalia. 3) that he cashed in on his find 
of the Sons and thereafter concentrated mainly on financial 
Ganipulatigns. These manipulations ontailed three typos. That 
4a why I am proposing those three examples above to de used. 


Tho Chang oase of opurse was tho SER major deal of gover ce 
career and must be stressed from the point f view of Hoover's 
ascondancy to wealth and power. In the G iden Horse Shoe, 
Hoover knowing the value of this mino, tried thru financial 

and mining manipulations, to undermine the value of it 8 that 
his firm oould seise Oontros- on the Burma mines, we seo HH and 


Ooe Working on strict market manipulations of bulling and bear- 
ing, 89 that they ootld not only gain profits from the great 
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yield of these mines, but are 3 to gain complete Oontrol by 
manipulating the market for t eir advantage. 


These, briefly, were the tactics employed by HH et al thrugut 
4g business oareer and therefore if we Bo into these threo 
fully, without slinging the orap about shares paid in and all 
the financial gymnastics that Hamil oto. go thru, we oan 
adequately opver the gene mothods of qpexerion: I'm putting 
these before you at thie timo, evon t hey are Not noe our 
prime opnsideration, but Ita dike for You to decide wh oh deals 
You want to use by way of dempnstration. Another one You might 
think about, because here it seemed to mo that that HH was mak— 
ing an nonce’ attempt to win groat wealth and prestige for him 
seit by innovating a new mothod of mtoenee 4s the Deep Leads 
Mine Oo. where, a8 you remember, he tried to. get underneath the 
underground rivers to find gold. ee of the anti-Hoovor bio- 
graphers say he did this primarily for stook manipulations, but 
I am Oonvinoed from the wholo history of Shat business that hero 
HH was really trying to do a jod on the mining ond. 


As to how Good an engineer HH is gr was, I haven't been able to 
find anything to bear out his titie of & groat ongineer, but on 
the other hand, no conolusive proof has yet been given by any of 
the anti-Hoover boys showing that ho wasn't good. I will let 
that ride until an evaluation of his abilities as a nining 
expert becomes necessary in the goneral pattern of o'r Work, 

and his abilities oan be proved. 


From last week to this writing, I have finished Hamil, and o'Brim 's 
"Hoover's Millions". I think that doth of these wore a waste 
of imo. £f Thoy aro both not only fantastic liars, but in 
many instances the manusoripss of both are identicat and all 
they both seem to have aro reports Oonoerning the ed papas 
f Companios and dp not doal with HH as an individ « The ont 
Shing wo rt tae from those boys is, if necessary, Some of the 
rganisational sotups of the Oompanies in whioh HH participated. 
R160, I read “HH's Home Town" by Stratton. From this we oan got 
Bone bassgrouns and Oglor on HH's boyhood life. Also, Charnloy's 
"Boy's Life of HH® which is a oomplete white wash of Hoover and 
tull of distortions. However, oortain Oolor material oan be 
Gotten out ° that tooe 


About Hoover's ooW-~-I don't have the exaot notes on it in ao al 
of mo, but this is tho story as 4t appears in a fow of the dio- 
graphies. Dusene the siege of Tientein, HH found that his cow zy 
wae miseing, 8 he hit on the idea that sf ho would take the : 
calf of that oow thru the stroots. He figured that the oalf's 
) oing (or whatever calf's do) would attract the mother ow and 

fus ead him to her. After sone hours of parading around the 

streets of Tientsin leading the oalf on a rope, he inaily heard 

the moo of the mother ooW- Going in g 
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he finally looated the oow (I am not certain whether it was in a 

Gorman or Japanese garrison). He demanded the oow saying that 

thie was his calf and it was orying for ite mother (HH's oow). 

The sentry agreed that the oalf should not be separated from the 

Mother cow, Whereupon the sentry appropriated the calf. As Mrs. 
Hoover relates, HH returned home--with the rope. This is the 
eneral story. I will send you the verbatum acount of it in 
ue time if you want it. 


Ae far as tho eaviour of Tientsin is ognoerned, o'Brien oharges’ 
that HH played no role at all in any military uO eeineering 
sense during tho seige and he used as his source books written 
by men on the spot. She names of these books are g fentsin", by 
Rasmussen, "The Fighting in North China® by Gipps, “My War 
Experiences in China® by Giepler. o'Brien charges that in none 
of these three books was HH's namo even mentioned and, in addi- 
tion, when certain honors were given to the righting men by an 
official of one of the great powers involved, Hoover received no 
orreeror at all. I haven't read any of these books and cannot 
vouoh for the authenticity of o' Brion on his statements. 


If you have decided that you would like for mo to cheok on the 
Boxer Rebellion, I will be very glad toe To date, I haven't 
Gone into any if its particulars. 


If you fool that I have made vory little Comments on your lotter, 
it: 1g because the lettor is of such a nature that ft oan only ve 
referred to as a guide and the only time that discussion oan 
Some up is during the course of the work when the idoas will 
have to be either altered or extended. But for tho time being, 
it certainly is adequate, very clear and of great value. 


I will. just take a few more minutes of your time. I know that 
long letters aren't very easy to digest when your teeth (or laok 
ot them) aro giving you trouble. 


Just a fow brief comments on the position on Oompuleory military 
training. of Oourse YoU Would be right in your oritioien o 
Carl R. if he-were only using the physioal titness theory a6 
AN OXOUsS of TeAasoN for Opmpulsory military training. wover, 
in the whole discussign that NoW exists around the question on 
the campuses and in the youth movement, physioal fitness Yo only 
disoussed as a by-product of military training and that oompul- 
Bory training 1s approached from the Point of view that armics 
will bo necessary primarily as an instrument f enforoing the 
poace. I look at tho question from this p int f view. 1) of 
one thing wo are certain. Armed forces will still be maintained 
by all countries of the world after tho war. 3) That arme aro 
used in the service of Poiioy- If that policy is in oonformance 
Sitary Power under 


with the Teheran agreement, we oan see mi 
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capitalism can play & pr gressive role if it is used t ara oo 
World peac® thru o llective security. 3) If that will be the 
Pole of our arned foros, and the wiple question of compulsory 
military training is direotly tied up with the prinoiples of 
Teheran, it is far better % have universal training sp that 

the army oan be a& broad Qexporatic Composition, rather than 
having the seni-luspen and lumpen elements that in the main oot 
prised our armed f,roes 4n the past. 4) There is no oontra- 
diction in calling for 0 mpulsory military training on fhe 

hand and opposing huge standing armies on the other. Certainly 
whon we oall for this Poioaea it is mado with the reservation 
that tho perioa of training 6 11 ve kept to a minimum and that 
the number of men under arms at any given time should not be of 
suoh & magnitude t> make it necessary for any substantial section 
of our Productive ceooNony to be drawn otf for the non productive 
instruments of ware 


f opurse, the underlying factor is that this is a policy that 
2s only determined by the carrying out of the concepts of Teheran. 
The question of military training can be raiged in the sane light 
as the no-strike pledge (if I may) and these principles are al- 
ways Contingent upon the acceptance of Teheran as a basis of 
American policy. If it is Bee oarried out, then we will have to 
adjust the stratogy and tactics to Conform with the situation. 
Therefore, I don't think it's too presumptious to call for com 
pulsory military training on that basis. 


If you have the patience and time to write about it, I am greatly 
wif any new devolopmonts have taken place in the 


{nterested to kn 
discussigns on the Coast, or if they still think you are a “bad 


Doy"« 
Incidentally, when You raise questions (like the oow, Tientsin, ete) 
what kind of a reply do You want? mething as general se I have 

; given You; shall I make & note of i and submit ogzpletoe data on 

‘ it-in the regular oourse of our © rk indicating that it is in 

answer to questions previguely raised; of de Jou want source | 
material where you oan road the stuff yourself; oF 4o you want 
a reply from mo Dbased on my own findings at the given tine. ' 


Also, let mo mer 4¢ I am sponding too muoh time reading these | 


a) hies, ol enerally speaking the pr and anti-Ho over 
Logre? : 2g ee the sane patterns. I Jeor that by Peading 


biographers are Bio 

ali the available material, I will be in a moh stronger position 

to Sort truths from half truths and half truths from utright 
$9 tot addition, I find that I am getting a great Seal of 
Source material an these books and i can hereby pitta yd a 
coonsigtent, truthful opnstructioa of HH's life and activ ies 


py obeoking the 4eportant source matter. 
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in the lidrary unti 
miss the last madi. 


look® swell and is in excellent spirite. 

¥o hope that the West has deen deneticial to the childrena’, 
Ruth's ana your health, aotwithetanding your (liness of last 
~-Weak, - .. me 7 : 


With dest regarsé to all of you, 


Sincerely, 


) 


Zev & Aorewhat delayed, fozvgive ms Wut I was stuck 
Ris letter 3 Padout 8 are stk tonignt and will therefgre 


Janice ans I are hoping to hawe a dgudle celedraticn on Nov. 7th 
ARS 1°] de damnea if we aren't dSeoouing terridly impatient, Sre 


P. S. Recaived the chezk of $11.33 ty cover expenses--thanke, 


3 
Sey-y¥s” 


We ors, 
Call, 


Anpjeles 
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-0an-be..assured that. I. wil 


oot. 17th, 1944 


Dear Richard, 


Thank you very muoh for the kind things you said, If I wore a 
Little more modest, I would really blush, but it is a great sa 
tisfaction to foel that you have this oonfidence in me and yu 

Q dp everything not to let that.ognfi- _ 
dence down, 


Janice and I are Sorry to hear that you and Ruth ars having 
diffioulties with your health and hope that this oondition will 
Boon be amoliorated,. 


‘gue vasng I must complain of and that ie you let me down. Why 
i 


t you tell me six months ago that you were an authority on 
pre-natal, post-natal oare and ohild raising? If you had, you 
Would havo saved mo $4.00 and the inoonvenience of searching out 
Dr. Giasell's book. 


The time has just about arrived when I am finishing all the big- 
graphies on HH and I think I have but one or tWo More to go 
which wilh Completely exhaust them all. What I have dono with 
these is tho following: I have taken all tho possible reference 
Notes that are mentioned in each of the books and expect that by 
next week I will start cheoking the pertinent material for 
authontioity. onoe I am able to establish the facts, I Shink IT 
will be in a position to start sending you oards on Hopver's life 
There is one important shortooming 8 far that I fav n't deon 

able to overoome, but possibly in searching thru the mountains 

of reforenoes that I have, I will be able to. find material per- 
tinent to his personal life, sinoe most of She bi grepnece wore 
written very impersonally, and give virtually nothing on his 
family life, his ohildren, his relationship with his friends, 

what he thought, eto. In any event, t intend to continue the 
search, and if you have any leads, I would appreciate them. Please 
advise if you think I have organised the work property, nancly, 
Boing thru those biographies and now oheoking into Source material, 
and from there on in Working up tho material from the originals. 


I_feol vory oonfident at this point in saying that from the oon- 
clusions I have drawn Bp all of the roading, that I can disoern 
truths from rumors and fiction, sinoe certain general patterns 
from the various biographies both pro and con, substantiate many 
facts and conclusions, At this writ g thore is no sense in going 
into any detailed discussion on these hings since only the Sheck= 
ing of the original dpoouments will specifioad2 


y sustain or negate 
these oonolusions,. ° ga 


ee 
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Today I had a little time t,. examine some of ver's lif 

o after 
iGia and. find chat chet pestod Moatt Eo neraietontt to exe on, 
eyon thy it will be more important from an historical and poli- 
tical Poteet of view than his earlier Lite, since State and other 


public d,ouments are easily available and t roes f£ 
Ban be bad with little investigation. he sources for them 


te) 
at least that 


At this writing I spent a. Beh pnd o peat ow Noor: 8 Lifo from 


1874 thru approximately 1920 and expect to spen 
much time in ascertaining the intimate details, I am a little 
Worried inasmich as I am not sure if I am going thru this researoh 
too Slowly. Please advise what you think. It is the god damnest 
thing to have t,o wade thru a month and a half of Hoover and 
reading the same trite stuff from both sides, but I sincerely feel 
that this time was not wasted since certain things have been os- 
tablished and concrete leads are now available to me for checking 
other material {nat is in doudt. Suffice for now. 


sy the way, of Political economy, in this month's Communist, 
Bittelman has an exellent artiole which reviews in part political 
ecoNguy in the U.S.S.R. If you haven't already read it, do 8 


or better still, get hold of the pamphlet "Political Economy fn 
the Soviet Union". 


I was up to Marc's office and Edith Johnson (she sends Ruth and 
You her best regards) is going to obtain for me all of Hoover's 
Ogok8. These will come in very kxudk handy when we start Working 
on ugover intellectual and political development and can ve 
easily integrated with the historical and Color material. By 

the way, I suppose You kNoW of Hoover's War Libeary at Staniord. 

I don't -knoW how far it is from your place, but it might be & Good 
idea, if you haven't already done G9, to 866 what the library Con- 
sists of and meybe from this you can get Some information ognoorn- 
ing his thinking and actions xx which might give us a deeper under. 
standing of Hoover's thoughts and actions as a man, onginoor, 
tinancier and statesman. 


Incidentally, if you haven't received the proceedings of the 
Constitutional Convention of the CPA, I have an extra Copy which 
I can send you i? You like. Also, I am avare that you n't live 
in a wilderness, but let me know if you get much materiai out 
there. If not, I will be more than g ad to send you Cofies of 
Most of the stuff that 1s published here on the CPA. 1 kno® that 
You People are alive out there and have Connections Frith outer 
civilization, but I am just asking 89 that you Won't be missing 
BoB of the good Sturf they are putting out Yate ye 


By the way, I am no® asking if you get this stuff because I feel 
Jou don't know what the neti is going on, but I just want to be 
nice. From your reply gn the question of military training, I 


s 


ay 


and Vecoars 
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Spectral Agents: 
Russell 


Angeles , Call, 


hos 


wSee 


gather that you have your belly full of all the stuff that's 
been going on on the Coast and therefore you don't want to got 
involved in any long distance disoussion between Washington and 
California. But for orying out loud, tr You think I am full of 
orap in maf answor, Say 6, but don't walk around with a persecou 
tion complex—.it isn't 1fke Youe I've seen you in action and 
know detter. 


With very best of regards from Janice, "?", and mysolf, 


Yours, 


dr 


P. S. Please pardon the ">" on this machine, I know it's terribly 
ying and I an tilt 
this typewriter... 


trying to got someone to repair 
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oot. 24, 1944 


Dear Richard, 


Please forgive tho vrevity of this note. I am in bed with 


: av ery..bed -hengove™ oaused by the fact that I gave Some 
h 


blood last night and it geome that I had givon-it--eomo time. 
before the proper period had elapsed. As 4 result, I feel 
pretty lousy. this 19 the first time I have reacted this 
way after having already donated a gallon. 


At long last, I_ have completed all the biographies and pro- 
pably totorrow I will be able to start checking the source 
materiais. If this is repetition, it is only because Noth- 
ing very special has happened since my last letter and I 
have found no great revelations pertinent to HH's life from 
any of my additional readings this past woek. 


onee I start Ww rking up material for the cards, I am sure to 
c rmation that will throw much light on HH's 
xkuix thinking and his 4ntimate relations with employ 66s 
and other mining and business figures. Therefore, trom tine 
to time it Would’ be profitable for us to discuss certain 
findings which throw light on HH's actions, of else possibly 
which will give us the key to explaining his actipn& Not 

nly in a given historical moment, but how it affected his 
Jater action and thinking. qhis of course 18 all very gen- 
eral, but to cite & simple example--at one Point in Hoover's 
early life, he stated: 


"Progress of the nation is the sum f the progress of 

ite individuals. Acts and ideas which lead to Pro- 
gress are born out of the Womb of the {ndividual mind, 
Not out of the mind of the Crowd. phe crowd only 
feels: ft has No mind gf its own which oan pian. The 
orowd 18 credulous, it destroys, it consumes, it hates, 
and it dreams--but it never duilds.* 


ree, we Should find out who and what Hoover has 
luenced him to adopt such 4 philosophy, and how 
d,es he put into practice such thinking; was this typo of 
thought & predominant one in the ora when HH said it, eto. 
Those are just a fen of the Oomplexities that arise with the 
rise of Hoover as a leading World industrialist and political 


figure. 


As we both og 
read that in 
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If you have any immediate specific outlines as to organization 
about which you have not previously written, let me know. 


Forgive me for not oompleting all ny thoughta, but at this 
Point I feel absolutely pooped. 


We are glad to hear you are all feoling well. 


with very best of regards, 


Yours, 


(note--the typewriter repair man has promised 
‘to fix the machine this week) 
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Ostober 31, 1944 


Dear Richard, 


By now I am completely over my cold, which came on the 


heels after giving blood. Unfortunately, I lost two days work 
in addition to that one day, 


I am presently in the midst of compiling all the available 
material on HH from 1874 to 1914, as we agreod; In looking for 
this material I find there is an appalling laok of available oop. 
However, many interesting documents have been located and I feel 


Ser care we'll bo able to do a good job on his oarcer in Australia, 
Oe 


By the way, I would like very. mioh for you to send me sone 
of the conclusions you have reached on HH in his early oarcoer. 
Altho wo'vo gone thru this previously and agreed generally, I'd 
ve interested to know if you have any other ideas on hin, 


I have some rather bad news for you--in a sense, Even ot 
here, altho the idea hasn't been formulated as a position, thon 
49 a great deal of talk about progressive capitalism and the OPA 
leaders are pretty busy themselves explaining the wonderful 
things that oapitalism has done, is doing and will continue to 
do in the future. Of course, this 4e all- swell but I think thoy 
are abandoning Marxism for the sake of justifying a position, 
rather than having the position follow the Marxist approach to 
an historical situation. These guys, like Minor and Foster (not 
so much Foster), are attempting to enoumber dialectics with 4 
new theory, namely, the rise and deoline and then again the rise 
of a system which is decadent. Frankly I think that this posi- 
tion, by the very nature of events taking place on tho interna- 
tional scene will be smashed, and the orap they are slinging 
around they themselves will repudiate within time. Of course, 

I don't mean to imply here that Tehoran is impossible, but I 
am oortainly against the approach being teken with regard to 
the achievuent of Teheran. It is neither Marxist nof intelli- 
gent to any person who has studied world economy from a Marxist 
viewpoint. Please don't think I am being smug about what I 
know as compared to a Foster or Minor, but sometimes under the 
onslaught of reaction, particularly in this election period, we 
might say things that are not completely kosher and I think a 
great deal of it is being done now. It sooms to me that tho 
correct approach would be that Teheran oan work, not because 
capitalism 16 progrossive, but because in its moribund stages, 
it must find a solution to problems that face it. we support 
this solution that oapitaliem 1s seeking since it also benefits 
the working classes and progressive forces of the world. 


I am sure that the Frenoh oommuniste havo heard of Teheran 
and: would like very much for their country to be affeoted by the 
perspectives thereof, but nevertheless thoy are not willing to 
abandon everything, and espooially thoir arms at “his tine. This 


* 


~ 


is not meant as an analogy, but only to express the different 
positions taken by the commnists with rogard to the world re. 
lationship of forces, Altho I don't igply here that the inter- 
nal question of France is the eame as that of Amerioa, it cer. 
tainly isn't very commendable to those American communists who 
are prepared to sacrifice everything, including basic principles, 
in order that they might be best acceptable to the American 
people. It is surprising to read the material that Minor has 
been putting out and then to hear Hrowder say things that almost 
-oontradiot -Minor,. ‘Oertainly, EB: has-made it very clear that our 
position with regard to capitalism is taken because wo are pre- 
pared to sacrifice any partisan interests for the winning of the 
war. 


EB clarified this position by stating at Madison Square 
Garden that the C.P. has dissolved itself (among other reasons) 
in order to make it impossible for the enemies of our nation to 
use communiem as an issue, and he further states "To this end, 
wo pt pada ag Sacrifioe our cleotral rights in this oampal 
by refraining from putting forward our own candidates. We wen 
to the length of dissolving tho C.P. itself for an indefinite 
period in the future."**.......We declare our readiness to loyally 
support the existing system of private enterprise which is accep. 
ted by the overwholming mam majority of Americans and to raise no 
proposals for any elementary changes which could in any way on 
ove fat the national unity." How this is oortainly a levelhea@ed 
position and is in ocontradistinotion to the type of statements 
others have been making. 


I am glad that you enjoy teaching at the school (by the way, 
what school is it?) and that it is a great success. At this point, 
I'd like to put my licks in and say that I am conduoting a class 
here on E.B.'s book. So far, none of them have let out a poep 
about progressive capitalism, In fact, the problem is just the 
reverse. It is diffioult convincing them that Teheran oan work, 


I oxpect. that in a wook or two I will be the proud father of 
something or other. Frankly, I am very happy and oan hardly wait 
for the time of its arrival. Janice can't wait eithor--for the 
whole thing to be over. 


I hope that you and Ruth are enjoying good health and are 
happy dn your cempestive work. As for myosit, this continued dragg- 
ing before I oan possibly amase the necessary material for the 
oards is just about killing. Boelicve mo, I can supply Dewey with 
plenty of material on bureaucrats. The SOB's here who are supervis. 
ors oreate the most terrific impediments for the most unimportant, 
eolemontary procedures and they know more ways of killi tine than 
you would ine possible to concoct. But I know you have your om 
problems out there on your ond of the work, 60 I won't burden you 
with mine any further. 


Janioe and I send you all our very best regards, 
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“Hov.. 30, 1044 


Dear Richard, ; eG , 


We were vory muoh cheered by your hilarious letter. When 

Janioe read it in the hospital she laughed so hard that I , 
: : am sure additional medical attention w 11, bé: needed: for her 
in the future. It was really that funny. 


An 


. 


Os ars ‘and Vicars ; 


‘If you feel ombarrassedMoause you sont a gift for.a little 
voy$ imagine my embarrassment--ethically I should return it, 
‘but Janice and her; nurse think it's so beautiful that they. - 
: refuse to give it up., Male or female, Freddi will ‘shine in 
it. . Many, many thanks to:all of you for your thoughtfulness 
both for your material gift and for the.spiritual uplift you = 
gave us with that letter; we certainly wore able to use. oY 
| Such a healthy dose, . 


I promise that thia is the last time 1.#411 bore you with our 
troubles, but since it directly effects our work; I will' pro : 
coud: 5: We ; 


‘ First of all, we didn't, a.equately prepare for ‘Freddi Joanne : 
and as a result I had to run all over town for.a couple of ae 

; days and obtain the bare necessities for her homecoming. To : 
date, the war did not effect me much. I haven't suffered 
from any food shortages, was not deprived of any luxuries, and- 
therefore was not one of the gripe artists we have floating 
around the ‘country. But now you should hear mos There is . 
practically nothing to be found in Washington and I had ‘to 2 
chase sround over a& day just to find 2 measuring cup. Other - ° 
utonsils and clothing tcok equally as long to find. To add : 
to: our complications we had a rea bastard for a pediatriocian.- ie 

‘ To mako a long story short, the baby didn't receive propor : 

care and asxg has lost 1 1b. 4:02, This morning wo’ had to ‘ 
oall in another doctor and unless there is an improvement within 

- , the next few days, she will have to be hospitalized, Ail of ~~ 
this added’ to the time lost and headaches incurred while Janice 8 
was in ths: hospital. has considerably interfered with my work. ‘ 
I might add’ that because of the shortage ‘of help’.at the: hospital, 
they could not assign any nurse to stay with Janice. while sho 
was on her 24 hour binge, so°I was unanimously elected to act 
as her attendant. , ~ oot 
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To sum up, I would like to consider our agreement extended ten : 
. days and our immediate plans to be postponed by the same. period. 
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will be adle to integrate the material on) HH j 
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I am scuewhat'in the dark as to the work you have been doing and. it 


ou can briefly sum up what you have been bo See Renal to ee 
ositio to the 


approach you have deen using. By this. I mean that maybe greater 
exphasis can be placed on material that I might now ve 


passing up a8 unimportant. - a 


» 
a 


> pate i “5 oe ge . 
I practically exhausted all the material in the Library of Congress - 


on: HH from ‘a‘direct_researoh point of views Once I am thru with 22 
the period up thru Stanford, I am going :to”hunt around. the varicus | 
newspaper morgues in D.0. and will minutely study. tho ‘Hew York and. 
London Times and Herald Tribune 4ndices. The Genealogy Dep%.. out 
here has virtually nothing that we don't already, know on HH, nothing 
at all on Low Henry Hoover, Tad, Allen and Herbert Jr., 48 well as” 
other relatives and f£2k associates. So I had quite a tixe locating 
material. on Mts. H. and his @ts kids, Howovor, I was fairly suc- — 
cessful in this and.I got into the eternal good graces of the 
Genealogy, Dept. by calling thoir attention to some of the materisl 
I have found, As a matter of fact, nothing that I may ask of them 
now is too much and I have ‘established a really good relaticnship 
with then which is most ‘useful. They not only are helping me to 
#4nd bibliography otc., but are ever assisting: me to locate. 4 
, geographical material and periodical information. . 


‘I hope by the time’ this reaches you, life for.you all will. have 

become ‘normal again in your new onvironss Things here sre becoming 
progressively bettor. . Freddi Joanne is gaining weight and vesuty ~ 
(the latter is said with parental modesty). - : 


With love and regards to you, Ruth and the family, 
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‘she deserves it. 
anxiety. loam oertain at her age we wero, 
Sere morg rational and exhibite 
for our parents. r 
ssena they! are very. conscicus of it and are wasting no t J 
In spite of that, we are beocuing ‘adjusted to the ; 


‘ing themselves. th 
in the hcuse and are beginning to 


. fact that wa have a little intruder 


“ 
‘ 


Dear Richard, : 


orientate ourselves in.accepting her--but we 
and accept us. Oh wsll-- — caan 7 ; 


mnolosed is Jertus's letter which: gave me great 


mentions stuething abcut your central thesis 
this,. I would be very interest 2d te see,it. 


' t have gent, under separate ocver, al 


At this time I “411 held in abeyance ‘comment 


Ne have roveived Freddi'fs-bond this weok. 
to you and Ruth for, your thcughtfullness, 
She's deen causing us Slespness ni 
much mere 
groater ‘respect and consideration 
If the future belongs to this new generation, it 


Frankly, 
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Many, many thanks 
I wonder whether 
hts and great. 
ntelligont and 


4me in sssert 


wish she-weuld hurry up; 


« 


7 
An 
yleasurse. He 


- ‘Tf yeu hava a copy of 


1 the cards ecrplately 


» yy Q6vering Hoover's life from birth up te the entrance into Stuuford. 


s,ancut his early life. 


‘Inasuuch as ‘you hive 2 specific outline of ycur xpproach to this mator- 


fal, it would be batter if 


mot clear on regarding the informasicn, or af you rs 
life, J, think we x111 Octh be ina 


regarding thie phase .of Ho.ver's 


you would submit any juestions that you sre 
{se certain pscblons 


petter positivn té discuss it nore. inteliivently. . If you don't aeres 


that chia.is tho better methcd of discussing the cards, let xd know what 
On subSe went naterial covering more ccn- 


approgsh you would propose. 
trovérsial interpretation and ore involved 


opment, I expect’ te submit. sugvestions ani cuuzonts relating 8 


to the card and the data under exaxinition, 
“a . 


c« 


ciate it. Wall yé: see Af you can ottain & 


of March 7th, 1941. 


‘Things. are not. moving a3 rapidly As I world Wke. 1 
sore pertinent caterial and if you could ret i: 


aspects cf Howver's devel. 


4 

an missing 
fur ma, I woGld sp, re- 
ecyy of the Palo Alto Tixes 


This is the SOth-anniversary edition of Stanford 


University. It, is Alffioult to get any dota on JaniW ara Hocver's 
- activities in Yecsralia in 1897-1899. If you Mave any leads, send 


them alongs. ., 7... 

4 it goes without saying that IT am.anx 
the organization of the cards and if ycot. fe 
‘tine or have. gone, into toc great detail on 


r If this letter seous short, 
writing I am very. upset and frustrated. 


fous: for your cpinicn on 
21 I have spent tcc rush 
Hogver's early lifes. 


L must ctnfess 1% 18 becsuse at this 
Yo had a class tonight in which 
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Al. -Lanon discussed "imperialiem es a progressive force in ‘zks world: ee 
affsire and imporialisu will. continue to be Shat in the post.war ; 
vericd," ‘This is not dw itself the whole story, but everything else 

~ ‘that goes with it was threwn in for gocd moasures ‘1.0. the sbolition 

of class struggle snd so. forth. ‘And his formulation on the peaceful 


4 stransition to soctaliam. is without’ s doubt, the, complete adaptation a 
“ of the molicrism’ of the Seodnd Internaticnale, lock, 


Vrears, | 


« 


at he tae 


eo 


‘atock, and ‘barrel. 


. + Among other prefundities, he doson't care if oapitaliem ad it » % 
‘exists today *wculd*lsst for anéther 960 million-years.*. You.have .. ° 
gived. wean dnaight: to some. of the rubbish they are peddling on tho > - 
sdast for yarxian and, so:Al said, “for a further adaptation of karxiss 
and Leninism", -But thd stuff I heard tonight is almost, undelievsole 
‘ooming ftom a ‘respenaible. leader and theoretiodan of the C.P.A. I 

, dontt knew whether to ve Anaulted or flattered after, Al's harringue of 

"Marxion jin the precent, world situacion", amhea he told me that my ap- 
. proach was academic. Well, I vontt relate nore of tonight's class sinos 
“4s probably ia a lot of water that has >sen flowing under ycur briagos. 
~ fRlowever, Ian certain that Alhas not coneccted this position hiscool?, 
but 48 no doubt carrying back the official attitude of the Naticnal 
Comittes. This ‘disturos me a grost daal and TI weuld therefore be in- 
. terested to know if; in your letter tu Jercme, you raised some of these 


3 1 


. questicns and shether-ycu received & reply. : . 


QO Ras and 


Pde & Ye hope that the Rransten's are now ccmfurtabdly situated in 
their new heme, adequately equipred with telephone, gascline, maid, afc. 
and enjoying ncthing put health, happiness and success snd govd frertune. 


Pas Janice and Freddi join ne An, wishing all cf you a very merry ' 
> ‘Christmas and 2 happy nex yer? that will bring us closer to the kind 
8 of world we would like to a6e, despite the theoretioal platitudes'that _ ; 


are dinning in our ears. 
, Love, 
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X Shing 4t would de best for you to write this xcasn since I ‘ | ” ra} < 
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Fir She time being, if thero.are a 
in Vashington cr cther places, I would préfer t¢ oes then 
aficr we get thru vith Janin, AS thet point we will be dn - 


& posltivavzhen we will want to knuz' abcut Hoover's Sotivities ° 


Zrvn 1697 thru 1gi2, °°. 


es 


If Hetver supiies to your 2attur, it would ys. pretty good *- 


ides t¢ sand 2 léster te Tascdores Hoover who I think ia ot412 

8 Tsan *% Stanford, even the Tad will send ue th “Bauu orap || 
yhas HH will give us, if enything at 213, Altho woe dcn't want: 
<C¢ gu Cvsrdosrd cn this peresnal secttor business, I think it 
wousd Vs very interésting fur the dock ondifor a correct and 
oCuplets spyraissl of Hocverts ycuth and subsequent personal 
lifes if we oan get sufficient infozdation pertaining to this 


A i 
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i haven'* such su 7da te che provicus Letters you. have reoéived 
NST un 3athiz tyzing up she carda, : 3 s 
There bo ne ,vint din discussing tho &8. pisoezeal. so ac syon | 
as I can reread 19, you w421 hear. feces ud. Offhend, the ap. - 
pte.ch 13 very hunean and technically the otery carries itself 
Qlon, vary “ell. 7 ' 

wita kindsst regards, 
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F..S. Aa an afterthought, Hoover +422 grént ‘ycu an intorviex, 
at desst, Since I ax certain he must be terribly ins 


wreessa with that pgautiful etaticnery Ruth wave you, . 
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Pedreary. 28th, Adis 


Dear Riohard, 


I have gomthru the as, four times, so I an ve wold familiar with 
it now and after thinking about it as to conten’ and form, I am Very 
Well satisfied with the results, ° 


Even tho in the main the majority of ny notations are purely technical 
there is one thing that I think should be ooneidered and that ie the 
title and part of the foreword. If Defeat ie the story of MN, thea 

one of the main purposes of the book is negated. The fact ie that Ex 
received a setback when the Amerioan people rejected hie ideology and 
polioies, yet the battle is not won and the max menace of Hooverien 

and that seotion of finance capitalian etill exiets and ie ve 

esrongly entrenohed in Amerioan life, One of the purposes of thie 

book therefore is to show its Origin and ite development and ite 
logical conclusion if imposed won american iife--fasoion, The battie 
has not been decisively won until we can extirpate Hoovetank b realisisg 
the perspectives of Teheran and only until then can We acknowledge the 
defeat of Hooverion, Be eenuat EB in expJosing the role of the 
Hooverite seotion of the Republican Party in planing for the 1044 eleo- 
tion by preparing for it since 1940, pointed out adequately that 
Hooverian and the influence that HH exerte ie alive and verile and 
still has to be oombatted. In fact, you did an excellent job in 
pointing that out on Page iv of the Foreword, seoond Sentence on. My 
first four notes deal with this point entirely, 


Since ny oritioiem is only for constructive purposes, I am going to send 
along a name whioh you may think very oorny . wrote a book oalled 
"The Challenge to Liberty®, 1 wonder if we would give our book a post. 
tive approaoh by Hkbers 3 it, "HH..The Challenge to Liberty®. xven tho 

I have disoussed the title {n thie paragraph, in order to keep a 
certain coherenoe, I will disouss it Again in my notes go that the notes 
will be relevant directly to the ms, 


You develop HH very well partioularly in the second tes eed when he 
vdegine to energe as a thinking active young man and altho I know ite 
protty hard to do anything wi f a kid think one way in whioh you oan 
Overcome it is by inserting an anecdote or two about his Sebel i You 
did very well when you introduced Dr, John and told the story of the 
Split finger. I was wondering 1f you could stiok in some Place in the 
first ohapter the story of the burning tar go that the reader oan be. 
come a little more personally acquainted with HA. 


The story reads wellc-sone of BY Ofitiolem te going to be lousy since 

I have no contribution to make with Fegard to style. That'e your de. 

partment. But I think in certain pote it becomes a little o oppy and 
I will point that out without making any suggestione for rewrite, 


Janice read it and, of course, its diffioult for her at thie tine to 
become objective. She thought the material was interesting and well 


absy 
my ~~ 


f Special Aye 
eT) 


nemo OT 


written but finds it 1s hard to judge what you have since the two 


chapters to her represent an entity rather than she nost Ansignificast- 
part of the book. 


I will now start numbering my resarks in accordance with the m@et ‘ 


Na 


1. The title was already discussed and if you don’t agree with me, ¥ 
I%d like to hear your opiniones 


While what you say is true about HH tasting defeat (#3) it is ~ : 
na@ true that he lost (#3). You give the answer very will by , 
4 


@w ds 


stating (#4) that HH doesn't consider this as a defeat but ‘ 
sizply a refusal on the part of the American people to allow 
Hoover to carry thru the polioies that he wanted to develop 
and, as you further say, the fact that he self justifies his 
attempts certainly proves that te doesn't consider himself de- 
feated, but rather rebuked. Also, as you point out ($4 
whioh would be 4n contradiction to #1, 2, &5, the dattle still 
zagee and our book certainly is not going to prove that Hoover 
and Hooveriam ie defeated, but rather (among other things), the j 
necessity to create the agrzdiiutien conditions that wili lead to " 
this defeat. On further thought, the title is a misnomer in the ; 
positive sense because taking HH's life as a whole certainly this 
. orphaned porr youth has gone a riers 3 way along the road to success. 
The title and a smsll section of the foreword is correct if we 
epeak of Befeat, the Life of HH, Only as the attexpt of HE to 
O) thwart progress, but this is not the ohief perspective of Hoover. 
He not only wants to skra thwart progres? in the sense of maintain. 
ing ged individualism, eto. but as a positive prograz of 
shackling Amerioa with fascism and haart ae 2 to the workd the 
“Amerioan Era” of predatory Amerioan ixperialies, In thie, he has 
yet to be defeated. 


x. (p. 144) e 
fhe last paragraph when set up on the ms. seened to be the con- 
olueion to the introduction and I was a little nay Sige to see 
the introduction oontime. Do you think it might vetter if 
it wore placed at the end of the introduction? fhie is minor and \ 
completely up to you. I think in any case, it should de kept in 
tacte It is superb. : 


Special Agents 
Rineoa lt 


5. I think that the word"thoughtful}” ie a bad choice since Hi’ 
always justified the skit ende by whatever means were necessary 
regardless of the consequences to others. é 


8. Defeation ie the negative sense of the positive term Fasciam. y 
think we might continue to asscoiate Hoover with his positive 
role of fascism, 

Te Weat Branoh was founded in 1853, 


There were two other brothers who came with Andrew Hoover, 


ts = wee 
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9,  I'don'’t know where you got the information that the Hoovers 
< moved from Maryland because of Catholic intolerance. I think 
a detter explanation can be found in my cards on the Quakers 
in Iowa. 
10. Sixply pa put quotation marke around "Bleeding Kansas*. 
ll. R.&. Lee was proroted to the rank of Brevet Colonel after the 
Mexican War, at whioh time fe was 4 Captain. while technically 
Lee was still a Captain, he had the honorary title of Brevet Col. 
12. Jesse was the 3rd son of Eli. 
13. You said that Jesse was the only one of the brothers and uncles 
to open up & blacksmith shop. fechnically this is true, except 
for the fact that R. W. Lane says (p. 34) that Jesse's father 
Eli had a water purp shop in town, 
14. Pardon me-~I changed ny mind and don't want to change the nos. 
15. I think the term Inner Light should be used instead of Inner Voice 
as Inner Light is the term Quakers apply to the religious, social 
and political behavicuicns, 
16. H's hair have been described as mouse colored and possibly this 
might be a more apt description. 
/ 17%. I believe croup is not an allergy, but an affection of the trachea 
: and larynx, sometimes occurring in childhood. i 
18. ‘The description of the serroundings seems to bé somewhat heavy and 
inoongruous to your general style, with all due reepsct to 
postic license. 
19. You might insert the name David Updegraff. This will break up the 5 
generalities of the paragraph, | 
30. I don’t think that Jesse Hoover was an unhappy man. Of course, | 


here it isn't a question of arguing the point, if you want to 
develop and conclude him as that, it gorcen sty oK y mee Wy 
impression was that he was a relatively successful little shop- 
keeper who didn't take life too seriously and didn't live long 
enough to become despondent about his environs. 


You might use *Bertie® since will take away some of the forsal- 
ity: of introducing hin tae) deo introduce Ais nickname. 
a 
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now the material will become voluminous, proportionately it is 
becoming much more interesting and available, and will lead to 
quicker and qualitative resulta 


I know this stalemate must be very disheartening to you, but since 
the orappy work is practically behind us, I think I will be able to 
keep you well supplied and will continue to be ahead of you once we ° 
are thra with Stanford. 


One of the basio weaknesses on my part was the fact that a great 
lack of‘research experience killed a lot of time and altho I still 
have plenty to learn, at least now I know where to look for things 
and howto get them as quickly as possible. JI am not simply ssyi 
this to:cheer you up, for I know the best cheer is to get sone bards, 


Altho the first batch you will receive will be mostly background 
material, I think you are going to like same of the original stuff 
on Ssanford activities. Tho lousy part of it that in exanining 
material, Hoover is conspicious only by his absence and in going thru 
sone books written on Stanford, printed abcut 1935, they give HH scme 
kind of'a phony buildup on the campus. 


Life here is becoming normal. I just heard from my Draft Board, and 
I don't ‘think I'll have any trouble. My draft status forxkke of 4F 
has been renowed. Janice and Freddi Joanne both are fine and since 
the baby has made no complaints about her oast, is gaining weight and 
generally is wonderful, we all feel much more at ease, wax to say 
nothing of the fact that we oan now sleep at night. Therefore, I don't 
Lopcrtt Bg rationalizing when I say the work will now proceed much more 
smoothly. 


I know that Ruth's ea has upset you a great deal and I hope for 
all of you that her new doctor is able to help her. 


I hope that these two chapters will be the touchstone for a truly, 
great book--I have great confidence that 4t will be that. 


Best, 


omer OE 
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: February 20, 1945 


Dear Richard, 


2 have just received your btter of the sth and hasten to 
answer it. ® 


I can't imagine why I gave you the impression that I was 
‘about anything. You must have misintrepeted sonething I ssid 
and I want to reassure you most strongly that nothing could have 
possibly been further fram my mind than to be offended. I mean 
this most sincerely and don't want sa you to feel in the future 
that you have to think twice before writing mo. I'm not a par- 
tioularly sensitive guy and want your criticiens and suggestions, 
no matter how severe. But perhaps this sounds as tho I was madg 


ree all, so let me say again that nothing was further from ny 
mind, 


I thought the letter to HH was a very good one and I haven't -the 
slightest objection whatever to your having written it. If any- 
thing, I think 1t bears more weight when in your name, as the 
author. And the same thing holds true for letters written to 
others. In fact, my only hesitancy in rad ible 4 that you write 
to people was that I thought you might feel I was panning off 

some ef my work to you. Your suggestion about "Letter (s) to the 
author® is a very good one and there again it would certainly lend 
& more original and authentic note to the book to have them addres- 
sed to you. : 

About an interview with HH, in the event he ecs to one, You 
mentioned that you planned to come Fast and if you could arrange 
your trip so that, at the same time you oould see Hoover, it 

sees to me that would be a better way than for me to sec him. A 
personal interview would be a great advantage to have in to book, 
more so if you as the writer were the one to speak to him. But 
there is hardly any point to discussing this right now, since 

it is just wishful thinking. : 


As to your suggestion about a typist-—I don't believe that will be 
necessary. As things stand now, Janice has been helping me @ good | 
deal and once we have the Stanford period behind us, which de 
very shortly, I will be able to keep well ahead of you, as I ex- 
plained in my letter to you which crossed the mail with the one I 
have just received. But now’ that things at home have straightened 
out and the baby ie behaving vary woll, with Janice's help plus the 
Lact that I am disposing o of ny. esponsibilities in the OPA, 
I expect to catoh uv on time loat. 7. am:nnive_aacew Bhant. 
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, since she is growing so fast. But for the present, we are 
: managing pretty well. In any case, we both appreciate your 
offer very mach and it's good to know that if we should have 
‘ : to, We oan call on you. Thanks very, very muoh for your 
thoughtfulness, 


: As to the ms. you already have received my letter on it by this 
time, which should certainly calm any fears you nay have had 
me about my opinion of it... ; 


I guess that's all for now and I hope to hear from you soon 
about my comments on the us, 


P. 8. 


Hope this finds you, Ruth and the family enjoying good health 


Love, 


A horrid thought just oocurred to me. That note I mz 
stuck on to the Hoover letter; did you think I was 
serious or being sarcastic? e truth of the matter 
is that I was just kta has to be funny. Forgive me 
for my god-awful sense of humor. 


> 


a” 


— 
March 1Cth, 1945 


Dear Richard, A 


a 


I have both your lettes which contain such a multitude of ideas that 
I will sizply reply to some of the general problems we face and will 
defer a reply on your second one until I cun fully digest ite ramifi- 4 


caticns, 


a. Pars dnd Vrears 
=> aw 


Ag far as your Attending the San Fransisco conference, I think it is 
& ~olden opportunity. I am very happy that you were selected to cover 
it for NM. While superficially it may aprear that the NM was thinking ! 
of the fact that you vere available on the Coast, I think it should be “( 
very flattsring tc you that they have so much confidence in your. abddility 
that they have -setened you te hinlle this wementus conferency. This 

. W421 surely lend uiditicnsl prestige se you yersenally and will be cf 
duvsluatle hely to the bobk. The first hana infcrsation you vill get 
»t these prcceuaings +112 rrebably slay a very important yart in che 
buck and altho this nay be premature you wight even think in ters of 
including in the mrsface the relatiocnshiy cf the dectsicns that wild 
undoutterly be mate at the conference to the menace of that section of 
financé cayital Hoover represents. In any Case you have my best wishes 
fer a succussful undertaking and I shall by locking forward to your 
furthcoming articles on it. 


% Possidly you might’ start cout a few days earlier and stor off at Palo 
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Altec to examine the newsparer The Daily Palc Alto and I am interested 
in your locking up The Stanford Alumnus, Vols. 1, 2, ind S since they xz 
are not availadie here and might contain interesting material. 


As far as a typist is concerned, I tock the suggestion in your first 
letver and started to investigate the possibilities of getting a "good 
gal" whe ig also a competent worker. It's just out of the questicn 
since ne one is available. I also contacted scre employment agencies 
to Sec What the situationvould be like. All they have are high school 
kids who need this jod for naexperience" and would first be learning 
how to type, besides which the salary is about $35. This problem dismayed 
me no end and had me just about crazy because first of all, it is sheer 
nonsense for me at my sal.iry to spend hours typing at the expense of 
doing research and secondly, I am not a typist. I might say hore 
(altho it's water under the bridze now unfortunately) that this problem 
shoudd have been forseen befors I started. We had anticipated that 
Janice was to help me out , but due to our lack {sin the parental 
field we didn't know that Freddi Joanne would be a full time proposi-_ 
tion such as she is. At any rate, in line with your suggestion (and 
incidentally it was somuthing that we had discussed just prior to your 
letter as ths only way out) Janice would like to take the job. Very 
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Objeotively and without being prejudiced, she is an excellent typiat 
and the work means as much to her as it coes to me. I think it can 
work out well since I have a large room at the library in which we 
both. oan work. Now wetre in the process of Serine a moid and I think - 
we should be getting results within a week. Our plans are that we get 
& woman for tive or six days, thus freeing Janice to do the work. — 
Janice has really been swell for the past few, weeks, both taking care 
of the bab; and typing in her “sparo time", I know that I oan work 
the pants off hor as you so nocholantly put it, but’ she ineiste upon 
going to the toilet and what with the labor shortage I think I will 
have to‘ascquivs@e. I am not saying this to flatter her since she will 
probably read thia letter anyhow, but I think we are not simply get- 
ting 2 lesser of many evils but a gocd competent worker and a gocd 
wemar coxrade. As for salary, it will sizply be contingent upon what 
we will have to pay for « woman to take over at home. Please don't 
heattate tc tvll me what.you think of this setup. 


Ae f.r as Stanford curds are concerned I am sending out ocme more this 
wuek which prob.bly exhausts all the infcrnation on the Stanford fazily, 
the hietory cr the University, the student activities, tho effects of 
the ynivursity on the press, the role thet HE played thers from 1891 to 
1895 and subsequent nericds, that is available here. Howevsar, I have 
locnxted abcut 40 volumes of a publication put out by the Stanford 
Alurnus originally known as "The Stanford Alumnus" and subsequently as 
*The Stanford Illustrated Review". In this there are numerous articles 
vy HH dealing with the University, his views on politics, mining, labor 
and sundry cthor matters. I fuel that they are important and would 
slike to go thru.them now, even tho this micht hold up Janin, australia 
etc. Those early articles particularly begin to reflect the effects 

on HH's thinking by his association with the British minine interests etc. 


You speak of having 2 shcrt chapter on Stanford ani altho I am in 
agresment that the Frat and Barb struggles are not the moet important 
phase in the book, I fcel however, that Stanford and Stanford men 
played a very significant role not only in MN& HH'’s lifes but in world 
matters and that vuch of their world cutlook was conditioned and degan 
to take its prime forms in Stanfcrd. To site un a gocd example,of that 
“4s to refer you to D.S.Jordan's grticle on "Pauperism" and the like. 
Perhaps your approach to the chapter ic different from what I had in 

, wind, since you might consider this tveriod of Hoover's life oimply in 
a tize sequence and not inportant to a gre&t extent with regard to his 
future actions. To my mind in this chapter we can already see. the. 
embryonic form of HH's world outlock und therefore use this chapter 

as the foundation for the development off HH's social theories. Cer- 
tainly many of the Stanfcrd boys have played 2 reactionary role in 
history and in treating HH's exploits in other parts of the bock we 
will have tc refer to acre of them. At this writing I am not sure wa 
whether it was H's action that was the determining factor in creating 
such @ band of counter revolutionaries like Grepory, reactionaries like 
Wilovr, Kellogg etc., or that the idealogy that Hoover took along with 
hie diploma was the precunditioner for the infamous role they played. 
In short, I think that instead of using Stanford in a biographical 
senge you might consider thie as starting the meat of the dock. 
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Ao far ao tha title is ocncerned I think we neud not bother too’ mush 
about that right now since it can wit and the objective world con- 
diticna at the tine the beck 18 ready for publication might make 
necessary a revielon. Even if this may seem to be begging the ques- 
tion, I think the title at ths present time doesn’t create any in- 
pediment since your outline in your letter covers completely the 

thusia which will be produced independent of whatever the title will be. 


‘as far as the croup-allergy business goes, you've got me there. In 
the face of the authority with which you speak, I back down completely. 


Your replies to cy suggestions. cn. suchthings as Bert and the like are 
wholly acceptable since in essence the first two chapters were vory 

ood and If raise these questions thinking you might want to include that 
stuff, But I have no cbjections to their omission. You are doing the 
writing and can aut 2 uch better feel of the presentation and ry, sug- 
westivns about insertine incidents in “js life are purely academic. I 
have nce dasire to Anterfere with your techniaue. So feel free whenever 
I vaiSe 2 question on such matters tc use ycur cwn discreticn. When we 
coms to theoretical »uvstiens, there we face «u matter of full discuss. ~ 
fon. As tc ths use cf the word "thoughtful" I doen't think we need 
quibble abeut is and althe technically you are right, the word is very 
ambiguous since it has additional meanings and I think it wight be 
changed. Possibly the word "calculating" or"prudent" might be substi. | 
tuted so it would not oe misunderstood. 


While your outline for the beck is very thorcugh, possibly we will have 
te deviate a Jittle bit. For example, between China and the trials ~ 
Hocver has been accused of being involved with the export of Coolies. : 
If this is true, we should devote scme space to it and pessidly 2 
crapter in view of the gnttey effect that this had carticularly in 
England and upon the werld. This is simply 4 case in point and I think 
we might be faced with the same problems when we come to the counter 
revoluticnary activities of the ARA, dut in your outline you foresee 
these problexs and probably have already antici:rated thst revisions 
wight dé necessary. . 


I agree that the historical development of any epcech under observation 
should’ be taken up when it is reflectud in HH's acticns or thru his 
writings, thereby viowing his development in line with the effect that 
these social changes have upon him. In this way we can avoid the mis. 
takes that vany of the Marxist writers make and that ia when they show 
an historical develo:ment such as Imperialism, the impression is left 
that everything beccmes “imperialistic” overnight. wWe are fortunate 
in using HH inasruch a8 we cun show the natural effects of izperislian 
as manifested and expressed by him and yet, at the same time,. we can 
seo how the development of this stage of capitalism does not immediately 
permiate and completely overccme all sections of the bourgasoise and 
therofors we don't find at every second of the epcoh a uniformity of 
politioal thaory and action occurring. In shert, not only dogs the 
uneven developmont take place with ea to States dut also to indi- 
viduals of the given State as well. hus we can already ase the pre- 
conditions for the aplito that ococur in the thinking cf classes, 
groups and sections of the world. 
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However, even tho HH drags in the tail of the most advanced imperialist 
thinkers in the early part of hio life, we can follow thru his devoelop- 
mont to idealogioally show the great strides he makeo ac & Spokesman 
and theoretioian for a certain seotion of his clase and thus tering 
politiosl hegemcny and rupresvunting the noat reactionary seotion o 
finonse capitale-faocism. Altho thie exposition is not very clear and 
oohssive, the possibilities ara fascinating and if woe do nothing more 
with this book, I think ths approach you hava proposed and thy subse- 
Quant infsrsnces that I have fixed in ay mind will definitely create 

a book that will have a basic maturislist conception not only of ths 
devalopmunt and role of an individual, out .1so she rise and natural 
duvslopment ¢f a givsn era. Well, encugn of. thuss platitudes, 


I. just want to re,uxt again that I'd like to hear your opinicn on 
whashor my next poriid-of' work. should be th. ccverage of the Stanford 
Alumnus a1.) Illustrated Review before tackling Janin and Australia. I 
persunally think it io serthwille ani if that atuff is available in 
the Librariss thers, tuke a lock a% 1% and tell me what you think. 


uss, T thing it i» such toc dusy and detailed to 
shis tims witheas first develcpin. aduquate 

that ry fuustal ree ockS in the adove sill give 
the v vicus xantfestationa of 

not going te be ry fin.1 remarks 
Like ty Hold it in abeyancs and 
LL anewsec can cnly be determiasd 
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material cn it. IT hoe 
you at Lesst 2 sheorsszical «fp reach t& 
risin «mieclsin is, veri lism. T 
on the sreolsem, but wensly thas 
oeive it furcther consideration 3k 
shen ‘ve have much . ore cunerets 


ucn -rical Jata on what we were aiming 
for in the pericais fron the 70's turu 


aariy 2oth Cuntury. 


Ceréainly cur isolativniss pelicy is . very s-ncrete exaxpls of the 
approach that risias ix erlulisu wos vaking in ths .S. and we cannot 
Ssyparte the development of sei’ power & .r% frem isol sion, but in ay 
opinien, it wast sox, Lir antary poilessphy {nterrelated and interwoven 
with "{sclation" which actually wis th: rulicy of ivmination of the 
Central and Svuth Avericas und which Nid th- ultinwse aim of extending 
Anerice's Manifest Destiny to include the Packfie,ethe Carribvansd 23 
Awerican Lakes, thud y lacing the U.S. ia 2 stron. er ,vsition when she 
mould bid for her share of the warkets in China, Jaan, etc. T will 
still gensralize and say thit the 2arunsleniats wer. ccnseivus cf the 
verility, strength and retensialities th.t risia” Ar.rican dvyerialisn 
possessed in ccntradisvinctivn to the ‘ecline of british, French and 
German -inp-riszlisus. Mt enly vas the U.J. utilizin euntradicticns 
among the leading in, erialist n.tiens, tut she begun to cultivate 
f-iends guch a3 Japin and Russia and .lso0 te magnify te riv.ivies of 
Great Britain, Germany und France te Ser win sdvantne 3 


I am going to make a copy of the tre¥lem oma lthe Tow winé te 
noatpone a detailed and factual wnswer te it until wush time 3 1% enters 
our work, the above reply nay be trite. 
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We are doing pretty 


ce I hope you folks spent a pleasant vacation. 
: “ well and Freddi Joanne io thriving. I hope yeu Ruth and the childrsn 
ars all in gocd health. . : 


$ ‘ 
If your only worry is receiving more cards, I hops this too will socn 
de over. Once the labor and maid problem is extirpated, I know that 


I will rexlly be able to keep you well supplied. 


Inciduntally, since the curds cn the SEQUOIA were of a very large 
Sslection including such things as. football scores, sersons, etc., 
please tell me if there was tou much stuff there that was irrelevant 
for your use. In justificaticn of such material as foctball scores, 
the game I told -you -about-waa-the first intercollegiate. one-played -by . 
Stanford and of great importance to Stanfordites. As for the maera 
foosball rules, I sent that along since those rules arg entirely dif- 
ferent fren the rules toaay. Ana generally, I attempted te give you 
a rounded ont ,icture of the activities and life of the studsnts. 


{ Tf you could ,casiodly have them send usc ce. des cf the t roceedines cf 
the Conferencs 10 SF, it weula os greatly .«. recited ant probusly inc 
ew in, 023% of tuck in Frisce. 
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have followed betweon one letter and the seoond, J ‘thi 
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* Dear Richard, : rea 4h fie aid es 


a 


I om happy to say that I recedvad-both your Letters. at. thesame: 


time and although I-was spared.the ieh, that, normally ‘would 

one reflects (justifiably so to an extent) sose of ‘your. ‘apprehen=. | 
gions and I will try to explain in some detail soxe of the,problens '. 
I face when searching out material. .-  * | et ene 


+ 


One ‘thing will have to be borne: 38 mind io° that you.cannot neces es 


garily make & comparison ‘between this dook/at 4ts present stage’ 
and the research on Fat ‘Years, as well as‘Hen Who.Lead Labore | 
‘hile I am not:by any means casting asporsions ‘on the. content:,or 
value of your former, books, the ma erial for them was much more . ' 
easily available and your problez 728 not in- obtaining data, but 
rathar, tha selection of appropriate information, “Of course, J: am 
making & very goneral appraisal of the work you ‘had to do ‘and: ; 


therefore this may not hold true in every ingtance in those books. .~ 


However, in working up Hoover's early life I am faced with :-the pro- 
blem of going through thousands of batohes of material to- find’? .- 
anything at 211 pertinent to it and therefore tho delay is not 

only caused by the difficulties we ‘had hore, out also by the fact. ; 
that I could sometines spend an entire day searching through books, 


‘magazines, “newspapers .eto. only to wind up with the sux total.of . 


having one. or. two cards that may not have any intrinsic values, A. 
second problem that I face is the fact that even when. Hoover, emerges: 
and thore possibly exists material that he wrote .or other things 
about him, many times such information.4s not available out here... I 
feel that this was the chief source of having the work drag on -and 


on. (notwithstanding the other time lost through personal causes). 


| As Zar ae selection of material goes, theexamplé: you’ speak of ‘on 


the question of committees etc. I subnitted them to you. not, for - 
the negative purpose of showing Hoover was not: in anything, bat for 
the positive approach of giving to you detailed activities on the 
campus so. that in the event you found ‘then 4mportant enough to ve 


‘fitted into the chapter, you would then have available for your use | 


intimate happenings at any given time during his, four years theres. 
Hovever, I am not trying to. justify it since-I think the criticisn 
4g not altogether without; foundation inacmuch.as it is sometizes. 
very easy tO go overboard when you are 8d close to eho saterlat: 


I know when ‘you get these cards you find there is a laok- of: any sen- 
sational or exciting material there, and’ certainly this could give. 
you suffioient cause, for: discouragement when you have-to rake the | 
stuff readable. It is even more frustrating for ne.after having. “ 
‘spent an hour or a day or a week or a month to find that'I have’ 
exactly what I sent you, However, I, feel that the material hac 
certain constructive value for the book if you intend to.elaborate - 
on the Stanford period. Another difficulty, and ‘this cannot. de 
helped, is the fact that awhile we may discuss the general aspects 
of any given era, you.might be thinking of the approach from one 
direction and jstressing one phase,-and I might be searching slong, 
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lines that might not ve Airectly sintiarto be Pherefore, et | a a 
‘in order‘ not to harper you I attezpe %0-dnolude ¢ 1 Of the. = a Ge 
material avatlable 30: that YOu can select “whatever. you feel. beat: - rs i ag 3. 
* I £e0l certain at thig writing that you 450 correct #hes you: ae Sgt. 
‘ ‘ that I don'ts Send "you cards: on an of the b ographies ‘or. Other. Books’ rial (oid 
available to-you, In fact, f will not seng Oua ‘sf; le card:.ca. ee i _ : 
‘ the intimate details of’ Hoover's .astivities: On the bs dare as told: . TABart | 
, ' in. the. biographies Since I. know you are Soquainted, wit those: ths eo. < ates ' 

: Should you decide that sone of the experiences the various di ogray re e e's 
Speak of are izportant YOu can select whichever yor Leel are. most. en i ae ‘e+ 
intereating’ and if it is Possible for ne %0 do-so, 7 shall’ verity A SS 

these events, | uae . : >. + 
In conclusion on -thia point, a6 far-ag fo 


dein; ‘Selective, -tnfortinately’ 

oy RO choice, There WA8 sucha miniwun Suess of material-:relative: 
to HH that. I didnt have anything to Select fr full. 
Well that One of the reasons yOu can beconge Cepressed. ‘ig decauge 
Problem works tvo ways ana when; you Sit: down to ge bf mae Ae as 
done, you are stuck, fr hope we Aontt face the sane Problex ; Rwith . 

co *xXperionces in Australia, ‘At 

Consolation__uH agi 


° Content to the future 
sane ee about the Ryriad of nh 


8 @, YOu feel: any’ detter 
d that thery ia Sufficient’ material on ‘from 1g 

through 1923 to Biv 
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Z an, Certain, now that I sm practically through with 
Alumnus, the Tllustrated Review and ‘Sunset aigatines that : 
Completely exhausted ‘al2 materinl here on HH’ in relation to Stanfora, F es 
If you have any sug estions on other material th ght have =‘ Ea , 
co Omitted, please ses them slong since rt az fihishing (forever 'I-hope): . 
Stanford by the ond. or this week, : , SS heen; - 4 : 
; * ‘ 2 
aio ; > Oe ‘ 
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‘ his activities. gansrally. I think it was worth the tina spent since 


' \want to personally. apologize and secondly ‘the nervous tension you 
‘are under as far as ycur assignizsnt in SF, The fact that you have 
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Dear Richard, —e ‘ 


Oe Pars dad Vreers, 


I -am mailing out to you the cards ecvering the Alumnus Tllustrated 
Review, and have inoluded with them material from the’ Sunset Mage... 
zine since Charles K, Field was its editor for some time and °° 
thure'-is some material of interest on HH even tho 4t may not be, 
directly tied up with his Stanford years. As you will 806, the 
cards I an sending you (I will rail ther off tcmorrow) not only 
concern Hocver's activities at Stanford, but go thru thegrut of 
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there is a gocd deal of original as well as sundry cther important 


information to be fcuml in these cards. 


As for your uneasiness socut this chapter, I think it 48 caused by 
two facts. Firstly, the long layoff between writing for which I 


f s 


tc orystallize your thoughts and place them down on paper now, for 


- posterity, must.also play a very deteruining part to create this 


unessinsss. I think, honever, that with some of the material on 
Stanford in these cards, you will find the writing a. little easier, ' 


If you think it wise,. maybe it vould be test that you den't try te 
ao a complete jos on this ohapter until after you gst back from SF 
since by then you not only will be refreshed (and inspired we hope) 


, but I hope to completa a gocd portion of HH and thereafter you mill 


be able to write continuously and thereby this ccnstant flow of con- 
tinucus writing as wwll as available material will make this. chapter 
and the future work easier. . 


You menticned souething about the"frats and barbe". I personally 
don’t believe this was a very great factor on the oampus since in J 
the early years the lines, were not, that sharp with regard to fra. 
ternity and non-fraternity men,’ but con ths contrary olmply between 
classes ('95, '96, etc.) The only ‘time when an open split cones ‘ : : 
about.is actually with regard to corruption and misappropriation of 

funds, ‘The Hoover biographers distort this very simply by saying 


_ this _waé a struggle between the frat and non-frat men (and this can” 


easily be verified by mo if you require the information) since nost 
probably nost of the athletes who were in charge of the finances were 
fraternity men os well, It seems that most of HH's biographers for ‘ 
Some Oraty reason are anxious to cover up the fact that Hoover. was not 
an athlete. In fact, Will Irwin even says thet HH tried out for the 


- baseball team, sprained. his little finger and subsequently this injury 


for the next four seasons prevented HH fron pareseapating in baseball, 
In cheoking thru the SEQUOIA I made it a point to cheok he nanes of 
the aspirents for positions on the baseball tean ani, of course, HH's 
name never appeared, 
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I think for our purposes if we show Hoover as & politioally naive ’ 
student with a good mind, who began to suck in the philosophies 
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expounded vy the beoult' and vecoming p> goundiy influenced: vy Ate 

we aitss nave phe cre Ue Hoover's sink ng in the fivet Yearss De 

BRR ati desde inte rea ete 
wher over's oontempor eays. & a 
Jorash' s ‘eotures -on she ‘Bvo ubion of Life, Hoover for the first tine 
decided to take & course in Philospphys 


Another infivenoing factor on Hoover's thinking night be that, this 
youth, who had been raised in want and % ry, 
xust have peen, profoundly dupressed with the type of. Living. shat. he 
_ saw tho Stanfords! enjoy and i¢ might have become an obsession with 
hin to achieve thie sta gon in 1ife that would give him wealth, — 
luxury, dignity and grandeur * 


' One other definite aufludnciag’ gaotor which affected Hoover's foruativer 
: years ‘wae the fact that 4n disouseing the laws governing the capitalist 
t only did Jordan and others (with the possible exception of 
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adeademio interest and not as.an experiment for th ; 
a whde. This’ kind of thinking that dominated, the caxpus gut wae the 


: fcundation upon nhich Hoover builded his 


as the orronicus' ides that the trained students aim in life was tO 
‘gake the blueprints for the structure a4nto which. society would £4% 
sm that was {novlculated that only theee trained 


' . gtudents,cculd give the Leadership and would be respons: : 
9 scoial, economic and politioal organisationss 


. These are some of the things that Hoover inherited with Ais diploss 
‘and whiob in later years he began. to accept a6 & fact when he ecaneé 

\ - the potentater, sme in, the colonial and seni-colont 
Bo oa worid and Degen to think, of hinself. as. the master organise? «a... 
\, © (Sebo Ondest: who dowld have nothing Sise but contexpt for the piase 
and aspirations af the uneduoated “wnoultured ma8seSe This might. 

to include in the 
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1, philosophies put: Porward on the: canpus and- already. . 
; .  $afiuend thie might serve as the starting, point ‘of the-p 
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_ Aefar as the other trial is concerned,. if. 
great. value, you might ask them for that: t 
think of the idea, - ' 


Incidentally 

have been a fr 
Yeh 
us, 


and stay there. 
doctor tells us that .ahu'll b 
However, she doesn't mind one 
they coxe off 
wo're all wel 


Best to you, Ruth and the ohgldren, 
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end has never run.so sxoothly . 
ahead. of you, . 
aste and the - . 
@ Wearing them for a nunbder 
bit and we're convinced th 
juet as cood as new, 
eased with this arrange 


ehe ‘will be 


; : rom, that, ” 
and very"pl > 
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' Now about the work. Ong of the main handicaps we: suffer is the 
* fact that we can't discuss every: single problem that wo face in 
- Gur approach tc the research and writings But I hope that once =| 
ycu, got wall estatlished on the writing and I get deep into the 
material, that we will be able to gst together and straighten out 
usny things that seem to be a little occkeyaé right nows But here 
‘ ’ ia wy idea as to some of the source usterial I have sent you. In . 
’ ; the early part of Hoover's life, as-is obvious, there arentt any 
" Gccumsntations that we could refer to since he was a normal youn 
wid living in s small town and therefor: the cnly source materia 
‘ tnst exists ds the information taken frou siogrephies cn hin. 
2 ; Therever I use biographers like Lane snd Ixvvin, etc. it is not : 
4 used simply because I cannot find any material ‘any plase else, but ‘ 
‘ rather because 211 research confirms the authenticity Jot’ their 
‘ statexents. And whenever I quote them it is cnly after ohecking 
’ whavever uaterial is evailabis., I think another gocd reason to 
USo them, sitho this isn't the vasic reason, ia that at tho comple- 
: titcn. of this*bcok certainly wo ara gcine +o be attacked and if %o 
“ ease * demdnatrate that we have given Hodver ‘the benefit of the doubt by 
™ “-sven’using his ‘own official vioersvhers as course matericl where 
‘dectmunss ure Lacking. that no’ cna could accuse us cf slanting the 
Anfcrmativn, against hie. In 211 instances, whenever I -submit the 
' . Stuff vy Revyes; Imwin, ctc. it de only after 4t has dean thoroughly 
4 aa ‘, checkées with the anti-Howvsr bicgraphers, and any cther available 
“ * | weaserinl. I think that thie yill only take up 2 small pertion ¢ 
" the york inasmuch as the only-cther tins. it will have to be used 
as f.2 "S I cap see -is, to some sxtent, in his college sazrevr and 
Prhops in sone of the cusiuses <lo2s she trancacted. Sut of ocvurse 
the reference material from clegraphies will be st 2 minizun wh3ss- 
ever possicle, .In ny case, after sous of the chaptere are worked 
uy and we find thore is ao Srependerance W. "Sescndehand™ scurce 
4 material, then I.will try to work cut.scucthing ty remely she -situa- 
“'thone. : . vie 
: eer I .hppe.I haven't sxpended too much -tiue cn this, out I aava . 
vet Savéted ths past few vucks on, working u, gaterial om the backgzcund 
; to the U. cf Stanfcrd, namely, the histcry of Stanford fortune, the 
“ * géascens for tha Stanfcrd endowment, « osckgrcund of “ost of thes cut 
- 3 ‘ standing ‘teachers and practicsily. uxhausted all thd material that 
: my is avadiable down here cn thy University, its history otc. I oH 
: bs as ’ going thru, page dy paso, the Seywoia. This was vhe first cfficisl 
So, publication tn’ths campus. There is cns other publication rhich 
; . cane cut intermittently, known as the Daily Pole Alto, cr the Dsily 
~ = , ‘Pale Alto Tings. No copies are availsvle here, aid althe you ssid 
7 you wrdte for the 50th anniversary edition, if you coule possibly. 
cheok with the Huntington Library on the ccast, It olieve they should 
havé some ctphes, T,jicheokud sith the Unicn Catalog und they orviit 
« the tuntington Library with the only knomn vipies. The Sequois gives 
& ocmplete record of the studonts! activities anc. pousitiy I riil te 
»*, able'to-get a much more detailed picture of Uc.wer, Hinsdsle, Hicks, 
‘ss. Show, Field, etoe §-. : _ ; 
vo Zam. typing theae cards up now and shculi send you's gcvaly 
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OR GHS Questicas ycu raised regarding what Beem to be discre. 

ee kancles-—firct .Z sil, abcut che letter 4 Jane 21, 120 (pace 14, 
{i - RoW. Land.) I ‘um certain that zlis did oct ‘rite this letter de. 
ee , C3Uae ShemsS Sims vort of a general nurses and wid-wife and would 
Erebably hive veun-vAth Lrs, Hoover at the time cf HH's birth, go 
oa » Shessfore, chen the Writer cf the letrer Say. shat che sas informed 
by Jesse 2s to the birth of Hocver, it must de ancther Aunt, I. 
t Sant this furward not sc.much from the point of view of accepting 
= ee N ‘tho. validity of the ‘author of the letter, but rather because’ the 

F ‘ facts therein ars &Seneraily true concerning. the Hocver househcld,. 
oe <4 Tho author of the isttér is: unknewn. Therefcre, she thee and thou 
— ‘ . | * &8 prevably correot. ’ 7 

4 ! * 
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; ‘As far 23 Ella is cencerngi, she did not have to convert Benajah 
tc “ethcdien -scause tm any Quaker maxrying cut of thse Fripnds auto. 
‘ = aitically loses his scnnsctions with the Fricnds,, . 
or tee : », 48 to John Minthorn getting an offer so come “c Oregon in 1882 
i 7 ThLle iccvor was visiting Uncid BSunajah, ycu sre ecnfusing hin vith 
wy ae - Senjomin uiles. Benjomin uiles received alo Pesition in Oregen thrw 
the infiuence Jf Laurie Tatum whe w23 quite a digwig in Quaker’ and 
es ° ie 2g E indian affairs and had influence in getting Benjamin Wiles placed 
i é “in Oregon’ after hiz2 old Indian School was incorporated with e larger 
ey ot echecl at Ssism, Iowa. Benjamin viles shen want tc Oregon. lla was 
‘« - married to Benajah, . ‘ 
Alsc, the juestion is quite difficult tc anewer in une recpect, 
> 5, , Sines I donst shave a complete chronology cf the nevonents of most of 
He gi. 23 ‘Hesver's Zagily.. But ancther afterthcught is that Benjamin left for. 
a ts regon right after Hoover's visit with hin and I think that as soon 
: . 28 he arrivsd cut there he prooatly saz ths possibilities at Newberg, 
a) \ Oregon, which was Already an astabliched comunity and prebably was 
d oa able to Nurk scueting cut with Lourie Tatum cn ee Jokn KMinthorn 
es : «Placed there, for Dr. Jvhn «wes married to Benjamin's daughter Laura. 
2 If' this is not olear or you require any furthor information, «just 
aa let me k::07, k . \ 
If’ycu, have-an extra ocpy cf what ycu have alraady worked up, ale 
‘hough ycu still uxpeot to chahge it, please send it slong for I’am * 
oursting with anxisty. In oase ycu feel 3 little sizid adout the 
\ : workmanship of it, I only want + see it for réascns of curiousity 
( and vill nut judge it as a finished, preauct. — Damn these 3,000 milos, 
aie Oi Re 28, They sure create ‘tarrific inconveniences and take much cut of ‘the joy, 
‘ rae that could coms with this work. I am sure that we could fun up high 
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ms vice versa. I still kgm hope secretly that when we are finishi 


Spec? / Agents 


clceer proximity, — ; 
oe oe re I'd dike'to say that I.f60l very flattered to receive letters on 
7 ee a ‘your. classy atationery, but for your own sake make sure you don't cet 


t , Shem confused when you are using it for business correspendence 
“oy Phedike, becsuse Z have receiyed both Richard Bransten and Bruce i, 
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I have reocuived the anvignment from the Educational ccmnitsee 
te draw up 2 ourrsculux for a tun vvek course on Prind plus Z 
“cuvuntium. T an lending the clauo on political oconcry. The re- 
eultuy dhould ,scve ve.y interrupting oince 1 have dneluded in wy 
wUtling the theory of valuu, surplus valve ini the decline of ths 
Avor.ge rote of »refit etc. Al Lancn io sitting in on the clags, 
43 «cll a3 the cx OPA leuderahip in this city. I think chipe will 
fly. B4 Io om met going inte the class with any u.tice forethought. 
However, I bar.iy know hev 1 «422 ccme cut. This “7 greund ccntra- 
dictery, ut heaven help we. 
The magnificent ne’s coming fron. the castern front iv 

inopiring. Cectadniy «eo ore one opp reaching an eni ve the war in 
Surctpe ond nave , 2. .e6te. £2 totar.s the militery destruction 
ef internviaun.. Si vhon. I uignt .s too presum tious but I see 
her cur ucek ThLiL tune °c tae peiitic lL aninilintion of our native 
Yascivts by striking at the cure of itu davolegy. 1 gues Thenever 

uoex of this mn sure cf undertsken, “he vriter it he Le progressive 
nhaeye £6.29 Shit his lo the ,viitico.d yuintescenoe in tne Btrugrle 
for yrugress. Undeubtedly this £. iin, 15 comuon, but in this 
el an pr ygudlos! ameu.n co think tuus cure "Lil be just & little 


ere 


o8u 
det 
vur avpe -hat suth sumpoetel, rescvers 


Ag wd y ot mt te otpres. 
ie the very vost of 


from act cpersstion um. 
hualth f cu tere om in. 


Se eas SUPER ge. 


Sith deve fo om 2 ndoe one Fass d ond wy. a2, 


Leura, 


V. J, JRHOMK 
THINTY-TIVER MAT TWHLYTH WTHRRT 
NRW YONK, MY. 
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November 29, 1944 
Denar Bruce: : 


Your Inst letter demante of me an anount of 

leisure time to anower, It tu rich in content 

as woll as replete with matterr of common porconal 
interest, [am afraid I shali have to leave the 
fuller reply to a sorewnat later date due to the 
foct that I am trying to make use of every, marginal 
hour to meet my deadline for vn pamphlet I am now en 
€eged in writing. . 


CO 


I war to impresned with your letter and your analyels 
of your book in progress that I took the liberty of 
showlrg it to Comrade Browder. He liked your ; ro~ 
dected treatzent of the Hoover there, and requ sted 
me to convey to you his opinion that you are “on the 
right track". I know it will mnke you hapyy to 

hear this valued confirreation of your central 

thesis, I nope you will proceed with tne work. 


IT hope Ruth has overcome the sna che atruck in 
writing the novel and ic now deen again in writing. 


There are many, many sattere I feel Like writing 
to you about, sone of which you raiced in your 
letter: dut, be’ieve mo, I am inordinately ruched 
for time. Soon [ nope to be able to eit down to 
the task. Mort of all I wian we could have avain 
those wonderful eveninge TI had at your home during 
my virits to 4achington, 


My warmest regards to botn of you and love to the 
*nildron. 
Sincerely, 


f! Yee 


P.S, Your new addrene hae Bion referred to Norver's 
Morar; Putishere for future mallings of The Commun} et 
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Pobdruary 10, 19454 


The sonorudvlo Herbert Hoovor, ; 
Palio Alto, California. 


ky douf/lire iioovor, 


A’ short, timo ugo I started work on a 1if0 of horbort 
Hoover, ard havo just bogun tho writing of this biography. It 


tbs tuko me, as i now plan it, Gbout a your to write tho full 
OnKe 


I realizo thore havo boon several livos written 
about you, but none of them havo troutod your career as a whole, 
inoluding tho four yoars us Prosident, and the following yours 
ae ojdor stutosman und onoof tho guiding forces of tho thirtios 
and tho yours of the ware Nor havo thoso formor biographios 
treatod your lito in porspoctive, nor huve they bonofitted 
by having, your later writings and spoechos as nu guido. 


It 1s my purpose to write an odjeootive dblography 
of aman who hus hold high office und beon a loucing figuro in the 
public oye from 1914 to 1933, and sudsequently to have played 
a prominent political rolo in tho United Stutoae “ce man, to 
mnowlodge, has boen so constantly in a leading position and has 
exorcigod more influgnso on a long and fulcrum period of tho 
nation 8 history than youe I do not believe you will consider 
my biogruphy complotoely sympathotio: I imagino thut my interpreta- 
tion of cortain events willnot be your interpretations But it is 
my puryoso, through tho life of u louding figure ofour times 
to approach the problema involvod in the United Statos onorg . 
as @ loading nition, a nation of groat powor and potontial, and 
to dow with the ‘historical background: of two wars, tho long 
armistice bet-ieon theso wars, tho orisis ard doprossion, and 3 
finally with tho rperspoctivos of tho poace -~ all of vnieh prodlons 
your lito has boon intimitately involvod ine 


: Naturally, it would moun u grent dovl to mo if I coulda 
havo an appointment with you at your convenionodoe Also, any 
sugcostions of yours would bo oxtrenoly vuzuudlo und would doe 
acimowledgod accurately und fullye I have many quoations -- fron 
trivial details and dutos in your curly lito, to muttora 

outlook and philosophy. Porhaps, if you would be 50 kind, + could 
submit, aftor somo considorution, a serion of quoutions to which 
you would be willing to dictate the anaworo, you have not the 
tine to spuro for an exhausting intorviowe Vioma mattors of 
chronology bother mo, and some mattors of intorprotation, as woll 
as questions which I find of fer serious diff cultios 

of interprotationes 


Por your full information, I havo uritton.a groat 
deal undor the namo of Bruco Minton, aman oditor of tho mugasine 


Sir 


Sey¥- ys” 


ww 

\ 
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Sh 
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Ni RASSES, havo acted us the mrastnots “ashington caitor eS 
from ~ovonver 1941 to Larch 1944, huvo written nurirous 4 
artlolos on national affairs, and navo riublishod two books < a 
in coslaborution with John Stuart (wn is not coll sborating. ay iy 
on tho provont »tography) titled "Non ‘ho «gad Labor,” and ep SS 
"Tat tears and tho. “onne! In tie .lattor..L. troutod. ==: unsymp thote - a GQ: --. 
fonlly Cron your viowpotnt, I believe -- tho -nover adniniotration.e be ° 

I realito th t my yoliticn) outlook is probibly oat 

quite distant froas your own, ind tht you would not choose mo vo 
A3 your dflofraphor in anv oficial sonic. noviever, I also x. 2 
doasire to write atcuritely, and if I can five tho accurato % 3 
story of pour lifo ud prosent tho facts correctly, then my. ~“& 
inlorpretution wils yest on to facts and cun bo challonyod on v 
the fac’sae I havo radd with Gro't intor at such works as 2. 
those vy nose “iider sano, Lt train, and ovhors, which are ”~ 


oxtronoly frtendly to vou and which 170 not 2° tompts to unsoss + 
theo asiloricul puriod in waich you havo playod such a grout part, 
nd in which your word still carrion sich onerous wotehte 

Un tio otner cand, the Libols and obsceno snears wnach are tne 
‘con*ributions" of such ron as sanill, Snox, Lierott, and othors 
sro to my sind buth roprei:onsible and snanerul, und have no place 
in any 9 rious suport or critician of a 2eading “orican fimiro.s 


I onda yvorr nice lotte~ from Nowt Putler vith a 
fo. roiuintscences of your est omanch csilunoou <= thoursh tho 
Spoor cou mido oefore tho Iowa socict in .askin ton, D.C. in 
1927 is of couvso far voro valuadle. 1 ave just written to 
i7Se ele “oodvard of dexborr, Ororon uskine mermisstor to 
UNO b.G j2n0%.tfons on s0> .cxorles os sou quoted by Lingott, 
and asicin’ or to conf{rims thon and to udd uny other recollections 
BuO WY -isVOe wt. .Sicnd, ii. ~@vi w. rennington roap ndod saving 
Grit sa wnul Crist “Ake our vert ston -- -d Lan wecing taat 
you Will autvoriso “Mim . 2-230 oouvurd to quote t.cir frtondly 
“ernorter of vour chtidho@ as well os te ctorry of £.0 milinische 
punishmont oy Dre ~inthorn wnen us a coy vou norlected to walor 


FR tPtAGe. ¢ : 


THAKe Po Of course Gr*tatis, but inte: tin: dotaslis. 
Io vunt ruci, 70 -= COL.i28 On car ore 12,0. tunt provloxs, 
su 7esttona v3 t*% tos“ crsons to «. om I could wise or 
eon Ll could interviews, inc wshauteves .:01; "ou wousu fool ut 
liverty to give mo. Ono reason 1 havo ercided to erito * is >1o- 
orapay £8 nit 4 lived ry c.dichood in -Onio éurk, ..4 ro~ember 
with ploasuro the cunoinre sesool cluss¢s ‘it. your niece suldah 
-OOVOr, anc your gons. You prodaoli have set serve's of « 
family \- ry fFroatevncle-in-luw re lortimor Flotshhactor, ry : 


unclo, sow dow, re Hee Brundonstein, and otherae I ax, for ~our 
information, a gradunto of iurvard, 1927, and vont =a sures to 
Stunlford - 19266 


thank sou Cor your consideritione 


aj -etfully yours, 


A 


Q 


HERBERT HOOVER 


ay ‘ 

i 
the Waldorf-Astoria Towers 
few York 22, New York 


February 24, 1945 


Pear Ir. Franstens 


T have your letter of February 10th 
forwarded from Palo Alto. 


Anybody has a right to writo a 
biography of anybody even if it 1s predetermined 
as unfavorable. And I presume the only privilege 
of the victim is to hope it will be truthful. 


As you ask for ‘my cooperation, I make 
tro suggestions: : 


First, there is a large amount of 
oublished material expressing ny views and re- 
counting my ‘actions. As indicating this, my - 
secretary has compiled a partial list of books, 
which I enclose. If you care to go to the Var 
Library at Stanford Universality I will instruct 
Vrs. Dare Stark Melullin (of the Library) to , 
make them und other’ such material available to 


you. 4 


: Second, Chancellor Wilbur of Stanford 
University can answer most any question as we 
have been intinately associated over fifty..yoars 
and ‘Mrs. Moiullin will put you ‘in contact with ~ , 
him. His office is in the War Library building. 


I would be interested to know if you ‘ 
still retain membership or connection with the 
Communist Political Association or the "New Masses," 


Yours faithfully,’ 


* 


Kr. Richard Bransten es, 


464% North Eristol Avenue ; ‘ 
Brantwood, WeLeA., Culifornia 
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The iionoradle hoewont Hoover, AN . 
The Waldorf-Astoria Towars, , 4 
New York City 22, NeYe : 
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Dear lire sloover, - t . 


Thank you for ;our courteous and helpful Jettor of ’ 
sebruary 24, answoring ny request for your cooperution in, writing 
your biographye 


The list of books doth db 1 ‘and express your .vicws 
anda roocounting your actions is oxtremey Bt t have ase sees 

this list against my bibliography and find that though I hud already. 
noted the matorial signed by you, I-did -ot have ull ‘the titles a 
portaining, to relief and food organization. during the last ware It 

is of. great service to me to have my bibliography oonfixrmed dy ‘youe ae ' 
i have not as yot atudfed all tho material which you note, but 

I am relieved to find thut ft mare nost of it listed, ami with the 

oes eoenee provided by you, I shall have: a thorough bibliography . 

3. actse . gs 


I shall writef to Dre Yilbur of Stanford, uni tit- ¢ : : 

'@3) request a chance to talk to him or to submit certain questions to ‘| Pp 
him as-he finds most convenient. Naturally, I, shall uvail nysolf. of : ws 

your helpful sugvostion that: T nention to Dre Wilbur your pormissieon =< : 


- 


a/ - Ape 
/ 


Russell. 


Specs 


to ask him for his aide Aleo, I, intend, though I am not sure us this uve : 
moment exactly when, to visit the Hoover “War Library: at. Stanferd to. woo 
look through the material there, and at that time Jsha.1 ‘look forzara > he 

to rooting Krae Yare Stark Meiatiin and asking for her suggeationse ; a 

I appreciate very mich your willingness to ask her to give ne. the . ‘ 
benefit of her advices : ‘ 


You ask whethor x Pers retain Setiseaaies with « 
Comsnist Folitical Asseeiatien ana: with the NBS-RASSES: Pie Sigs . 
‘at present I an a membor of the Cormuniat Foliticad Aasoointion whose | : 
moetings I attend now and thene As to Now Masses, though I om I think ©. .- 
listed us a contributing editors T havo isttie tino from this distance. 
to contribute, and 1 take ‘noy pane rt& in their polloy Gisoussions. iiowoTer,. 
in thé last month they have. ae me to report the San “yanoieso 
conference for them in April, and for the duration of the : 
I will act. for theme I have hopes that during tho conference yeu 
be in San ‘ranoisco and hold public ‘press conferences which I ~p & 
attend, though of course at such a time, necessarilly busy tor os 
I would not prommo to intrude my om ‘problems on youe, iicvo : 
Zt will be a Porivilere ito meet you even ‘in the company of the reek 3 : . : 


7 tho prosSe 


Hay TI oa thank you for your sponse-t 4 
lettere I hope, even though you may feol tin Wiotim™ of of ny eff i “7 as 
shat you wil etauate no complaint as to ny acouracy and attenpts te a. 

thoroughly truthfule 


% 


. Sincerely’ yours ‘ 
(Postsoript following page) : ® ; 
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-Pstscoript: Aftor Aiacussing prohlems with Dre Wilbur, and * > 3 
rending closely all the material you sugg st, I hope if + have ~ 
. any question which soems of sufficient importance to warrant it, ci © 
*~ that, 4+ may ugain roquest your help and your opinion.In trying. to \ Bs Jit 
Saf give facts truthfully, it is sometimes difficult to determine oxactly * wm 3 
what aro the facts and what is the truth, and if + run into’ difficulty 3 
.in deciding exactly what is a proper version of any action or statenent g c 
aera _ by you which seoms to havo significance, and importance to the biography, - re < 
: - Thope / may ‘rouble you. However, + shall certainly avoid unduly < 
* annoying you with correspondence. Pérhups in sevoral months tine, after c 2 
14 am more thoroughly acquainted with the material, £ will take the a ee | 
liberty of presuming again on your: good nuturo. . Cm 
* . “, . % r) 
: - _* KB > 2 
: 5<= 
9 I, 
. . ~w 
: P Vv? 
. ‘a 2 a % 
“ 
4 bs * 
sy a NX ‘ “ * . 
r ‘ 
& . , - 7 
© ; : . ¥ . 
" es 
- > . yw 
‘ ~A : . Lew cas 4 
Sten, 
ey ty : ~ . 
e a 
a ae - 
' id 2 
. * ’ : 
4 & . 


. 
‘ | 
oe 7 enters 1 


; ete as a é rere oS 
a nan Ea one rayeckip tare sr Peres Coe a ME EF 


7, 


abet S mn ne? 


C 


Ou. Bars ead Vercors . 
Anoa/e> 


» 


hos 


A 
' O / 
« « : » » « 
. z - 
: 7 P ; 
Feit. son ae wen = : : 
eo $ 
j ; . 
“ 
L me « 54 
. J Levi-T.. PENNINGTON i 
n . tee SHERIDAN srecer 1 ad 
fiqwocas, Oatcon 
' o : . ° 
. . . ‘ ‘ Pobruony 3, 1v45. 
* . * I oa : 
jo 3) 1 
| yi ie F a 
i Fe e. a 
! < 23. Richard. branstan, ° - 
R 459 Korth ristol Ave., 
) ae brentwood, .Le hey “elkiforniag 
cs > * 
38 - + Loar tir. vranstén? 
te Your latter of January 24th addrossod to iérs. 
fe ’ ise Be .oodwe rd (it should have been Lyrae ie ie « odward 
7 “ Or de Amanda } Me "’nodward) has boen by her referroea to 
: ze i P mee hrge i! uodward is ovor ninety yoars old and my wife 
; a A and J 13 ko to YelLove : ner of such - correspondence whon we 
es . cane. : 


a @) vA : You HL11 wish to know more gtout mo. I was for 

. thirty years president of Pacific, Colloge, which Mrs. “ood- 
‘ward and hor lote husband were largely instrumental in — 
starting. As ‘you know, Pacific Golseye grew out of Friends 


a ; Pacific Academy in.which Horbort “Gover was on student. 
’ k 

o i i irs “loodward is a gront adwiror’ of Yorbort 

be Hoqver, as J am, and abe will be onta@to vive any help she 
can to any biosravhy of him which has his apuroval ond coe 
t qnoration.s The pe 4s a vossibility that ho may have selecth- 

ie. ced some close associate of kis to.write an authoritutive 
biography, in which case’ sho would quite naturally wish to 
cooperate’ to tha ful with thls author. Sho Ls aakin« ms. - 
° ? ¢to write to kr. “oover, from weon I had a letter only o 
few Aays aco, askin«: him mgerdim: his own plans, If he, has 
: ‘any, for an aythoritative DEOMERPIY . 


od It’may be that you aro. already in touch with fr, 
$oover and have his cooperation in tts venture, trouch 
your lotter dd6es not so state. Mrae Woodward wid take no 
? action until she hears from hr. Yoovere 
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7 still confined to my bod .and cen have a secretary only . fe i ; ins 
eccasionally,. rE : 
rs t 
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oo Amanda te (ire. sae o) Uoodward ' 
oasures me that you ars at full liberty to use tho quo- on ¢ an 
tation from ir.: Lic-ettt!s book to which. you referred in ‘ , 
: : the former lettor, with her idrest anthority rathor than ot i oa 
havin> to quote from‘. if cvott. She stands by tho : a 
atetoment shé mace about wr. iwinthorne. * 
* : ‘“ 
T have ‘enm) from i'r. Hoover since, i 
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C7. Dine ‘Ray’ Lyrsani’ Wilmur, : a 
"+." Proaident, -Stanfoit’ Entversity,. 7 ‘ 
; Palo, Alto, California. 


_+ Dear Dr. Tilbury, ws - 
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Special Agents: 
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. on vee 
: * Sone weeks ago, I wrote to the Honorable ¢ ove 
: ; t © 
} Per os hin of ny intent{on of writing a sroRSuplie rnin ee 
5 a ing for-his. cooperatione I explained thut though many biogriphies 
2 appeared of “nr. Hoover, favorndle and scurrilous, there had 
‘ epee attempt, £9 800 ne tioover's career as a whole, ino uding 
a atatonsnne ros eld and subsequently as a world figure, us older 


Russell 


Fis 18). e's ‘xe s00ver vory Icindly. .renpondea offers > some 
fuldanoe, an‘excellont bibliography, and. the roliewine Garecatigns 
a 4 3 Z 
os ", {Chanoollor “Llbur of Stanford University enn anawer 
most uny question us we have been intimately associated over 
fifty years and Kra. Mcltullin will put you in contuat with «Te" 
‘Iam going to report the San “rancisco oonforence of 
the. “nited liations for a national magazine and therefore will be 
-atopping in, San “yanoisco from April’ 23rd until the end of the 
‘conferences ould 1t be possible to s00, 7o} during tis tine, to 
‘ask: some questions und to get your helpe I would naturally appreclute 
% your’ help greatly. : , 


t » 
Sa I could submit about, ten questions in writing und = eh 
‘ifyou would be.a0 kind as to answer them.at your leisure, j;orhaps | 

this would ouuse, you less inconveniencee The questions Ihave ; 

‘\ “gonoern mostly certain dotails ‘in “re ooverts life, and sone 

explanations of poirits of viewe ae 

: FR. tog ebai2 ’ tng at mother’s, Mies Charlee.” || 
Brondton, "S275 Broainars Sane eanetaon fron Apri ‘23rd,on in the 
ovont ‘tit you wall be able to aco me or If vow would allow-10 to 


~ 


ee an 


submit -sone questions to ge answered at vour loisuroe Y 
: Thank you for your -pattence with this 4nuponLtion: ‘ 


oe . ao 
on ,our.tinee 


4 , Yours sincerely, 
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on fr ‘ ; 4 " 
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ohtiahooa to the Iowa Sootety: ef Washington, .DeCe. after 


things: _ 7 . 2, Make ee. BS 


albeit modern mothers probably compel their youngsters to take 


‘Chapter I. 
} 


ete St _ Ss ron 


West Branch, Iowa:, August..1874.- August.1885. 


_In 1927, Horbort Hoover desoribed’ the. days of. his 


Ree om won ot 


forty years, he recalled a youth gqr 104 with adventure: and 
greut undertakings, with ‘participation in, good and comforting 


es = as ies, gl es ae ~ © 


"For instance, there was Look's Hill -- the great long 
nila where, on winter nights, we slid dovm at terrific speeds, 
with our tummies tight to home-made sleds. I've seen it ee 
times since; it's a good hill....The swimming hol@ under the- 
willows down by: the railroad béidge is still operating éfficiently, 


a bath to.get rid of clean and healthy md when they come home. 3 
The hole still needs to be deepened, however. It is’ hard to ' 
keep from pounding the mud_vi th your hands and feet when you 

shove ‘off for the thirty feet of cross-channel swim, 


"And there were the woods dowm the Burlington track.... 


I know there are rabbits still being trapped in cracker boxes 
held open by a figure four at.the behest of small boys at this 


4 


or t 
very time....fhere were also at times pigeons ‘in this great or 


Zorest,. and prairie chickens in the hedges. With the efficient 
instruction of a real live American Andie: boy from a_ neighboring 


cena le on ehe Se ae bows and arrows, We. aoe by; 


ire age nan rat eran a a — r pe 
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Oregon September 1885-Hay x#2}% 1891 


Herbert Hoover ‘travelled across the continent on the 


Northwest Pacific railroad, completed two years before. He Left 
s behind the narrow, ingrown West Branch for the frontier where 
men thought in terms of ‘a grandiose future»The Northwest 
~ miinhemnaxx of the mid-éighties was still the wilderness: the I 
"continuous woods" and the protected valleys cut by streams : ! 
boiling down frem the western slopes of the ranges, offered the : 
last haven to the romantic, to the perennéally hopeful, the i 
maladjusted, the adventurer, or merely the straggler. Oregon 


was a land of confusion and conflict, whére the haze of frontier 


optimism lingered, and a man could dream that his luck’or his 
shrewdness would pay off in sudden riches. A creek in a nearby 
meadow, a ravine between the towering mountaing, might conceal 

gold-or silver; the value of xbrgtm a virgin tract bought on a | 


cheap option might overnight be skyrocketed by a land boom. 


Oregon lay on the periphery of the nation, far removed 


from the tenement cities and the tyranny of corrupt party bosses. 


The state was the frontier, but at the same time it was the 


‘ 
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latest hunting ground of the robber barons. The expanse of 
) : continent did not insulate the remote settlers from the deprada- 
OO oe tions. of the eastern plutocracy with their railroad franchises, 


lumbering projects, and fishing monopolies; and the’ Pacific 
Blope felt the pinch of the financial panic of 1884. That year, 


the presidentidl election was closely contested in Oregon; yet 


GHAPTER III 
Stanford University: June 1891, = October 1895 . 


The October afternoon was unseasonably hot. Senator 
Leland Stanford, the founder of the university bearing bis 
son's” name, lumbered to the front of the dais to deliver the 
dedication address; he was escorted by the new vaihege 
president who held a large .umbrella over. the Senator's head to 
shield hin from the gun. Young Herbert Hoover felt a glor* 


of satisfaction ang cia amis cpalcahanies as he sat through the 
farmxh corenony formally opening the Leland Stanford Junior 
University. To all, sides of the unginished buildings of tan 
sandstone topped by red tiles stretched the golden-brown wheat 


fields of the Senator's farme Here and there, landseape architects *! 


had planted a.few eer palms and clumps of eucalypthks trees: 
Sot AL, 


to provide ségmaay a setateny -background for the neat smmnina 
ading “state 

arcades and long soaliaeren the musta highwaye The speakers! 
platform stood in the center of the hollow quare formed by the 
misson-style structures, and directly in front of Memorial 
Chapel with its glittering facade of imported mosaic. The lawns 
and formal gardens were still only a project for the future, awaits 
ing the departure of the construction gangse In the distance, | 
like dark green mishrooms, clusters of oaks dotted the rolling 
yeihow fields of the Santa Cruz rang6e 

Here on the vast Stanford acres, before the 465 


&nitial students of whom Kayo 350.'freshmen like Herbert: Hoov 


CHAPTER IV 
The Far West and Australia: October 1895 - March 1899. 


In the fall of s95, Herbert Hoover travelled east 
from the Sierras to the gold and silver mining country aroum 
Nevada City. With a college degree and field experience under 
the noted geologists Branner and Lindgren, he naturally presumed 
that xome alert mining company would eagerly engage him as 
a technician. To his chagrin, the managers romained unimpressed 


by his education; hard times had shut down the marginal workings,’ 


and experienced engineers were hunting for any job they could | 
get. Hoover bowed to reality. He applied at the offices of the , 
Mayflower gold mine for employment as a common laborer. 

Years Vater he admitted that he had not set much 
store by the "practical" experience he would acquire at $2.50 
for an eight-hour day. He shovelled ore and pushed a hand=car 
far below the earth's surface "mostly because I had to eat." 


As he grew older, he liked to boast of starting his career at 


= 


the botbom of a shaft and working his,u from there. But in 


1895 he hated what he was doing. He had no 2k 4llusions about 


4f he did manage, by some miracle, to impress the foreman, 


, ne 
.improving his position so long as he remained in the mines; hven | 
: 


advancement was bound to be slow and. almost certainly: limited. 


as , 
He kept aloof from his fellow workers; most of them 


had not completed granmar school, let alone college; many were 


‘foreign-born; and 411 seemed willing to live out their time 
-64~ ae 


CHAPTER V : 
China: March 1899 - Septenber 1901. 


¥ 


- The bridal couple came to North China ‘in early spring. 

While Herbert Hoover was exployed by His Excellency Chang Yen-Mao, 

he still thought of hinself as the advance agent. of Bowick,Moreing © °' 

& Coe, responsible ‘to London and only "loaned out" to Chang. Moreing | 

wanted a trusted man in China: Hoover, though young, was resourceful | 

ef and’ a poalise: rade Att nirainea contempt for the Chinese carré&dd ; 
over from his youth in the Far West where he had absorbed the | 

i 


prevailing prejudice that cooligs were mentally and spiritually no 


better than animals. Hoover's dislike included all Chinése who, 
he took for granted, were wily, ioral, and corrupt, regardless 


of stations 


The tall, dignified, impassive Chang aen-“ao had started * : 

‘ life as 2 coolie in a small wages torn: and by accidentally winning | 

_ royal favor, had been taken into the imperial court as a companion 

to tne eapre ge. son; when the boy died, he had become the tutor 

: to the Enpress! nephew, later to rule China, Chang's life story 
yas a romantic adventure of luck, courage, currying favor in‘ the. | 
right places, and fantastic exploits -- such as scaling the Peking * 


nepher 
walls (a feathever before accomplished? to carry the baby /Mranestt 


at night to the Express, parricaded in the royal palace. Changss 
fabulous achievenents had earned him the high rank of Mandarin. 
In 1899, Chang vas managing director mf and one of the largest 
stockholders af the Chinese Engineering and Mining Company 
controlling the rich Kaiping mines. But to Hoover, Chang was a 


"chinaman," innately inferior to a white man, and inevitably » 


} 
t 
f 
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CH&PTER VI_ 
The City ané the East: October 1901 - January 19066 


e 


The trip to London was broken by a short vacation in 
California where Mrs. Hoover visited her perents and her 
husband ‘renewed the Stanford ties that meant #o mich to hin. It 
was a proud homecmming; no Stanford ceaduaes of afi ee cies 
since the college serie edie aera s recorde He was the 
boast of the university, ‘tthe strong men who make universities 
strong," omvisioned by Dr. Jordan on that hot inaugural day far 
xfixax back in October 1891. The recognition of Hoover's success 
by university: officials and alumi alike became Hoover's measure 
of himself, his assurance’ that he had made his mark in the world. 
He basked in the respect lavished on him as a man of affairs; he 
watched for the notes mentioning him in The Stanford Alumnus as : 


milextones in his progress. The interviews he granted to The 


Alumnus built a mythology around him: "Mr. Hoover has a brilliant 

record as‘a mining engineer and expert,” a paragraph in Bhe 

Alunnus stated. "Mr. Hoover wont to Western Australia where for 

tro wears, he had charge of rich properties of a London spndicates 

Later he went to China for another syndicate,. where, recently ; 

he had been receiving « salary of $35,000 a year. My. Hoover is 

on his way back from Tion-Tsin to London where he is going to 

enter the firm of Bewick,Moreing & Cos as’a junior partner. This 

firm is perhaps the nost noted mining syndicate in the vorlde" 
Subsequently, The Alumnus published a letter from a Stanford | 


graduate who had the good fortune to talk to, Hoovers "Hee ed0rigi= 
W11lZ< 
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CHAPTER VIT 
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7 : Four Contirf®nts: January 1906 ~ August 1914. 


In his autobiography, Dr. David Starr Joram described 
meeting Herbert Hoover on a visit to Australia in 1907. The 
eminent President of Stanford University recalled that Hoover, 
Welton Stanford, and Dean Mitchell -~ Bewick, Moreing's local 

ss manager << subscribed $3000 to buy "all useful books pertaining 
to the history of Australia." Hoover and Df. Jordan spent a short 
time together in Sydney: "He was then thirty-three years of age, 
a quiet, boyish-looking, soft-spoken young man, but with very 
positive opinions and high ideals." A travelling companion of Dr. 
Jordan's, on being introduced to Hoover, remarked, "Your friend 
looks too young to be.a ‘mining engineer." Dr. Jordan added, 
"On our way that night to Adelaide, éapater of South Australia, 
Hoover explained that he had run through his proféssion. It held 
| nothing more for him except tolay up money, of which he already 
had all is needede As managing partner of the (London) firm of 
Bewick,Moreing and Company, he wes receiving t$5000 a year as 
Nining Expert and $95,000 as Financial Expert.! On his, return to 
, ‘ London, he intended to resign, complete a literary study which 
appealed to him, and then go back to America, and find some form 


of executive work in which he could be of service."1 


; This entry in Dr. Jordan's voluminous and meandering memoirs 


| # 

| has beén quoted by almost every biographer of Herbert Hoover, some 
| to berate Hoover because he admitted being more a "financial 

v -140~ 


CHAPTER VIII 


mw 
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Belgian Relief: August 1914 - amguxk April 1917. 


The outbreak of world war shattered Hooved!s well- 
laid plans and suddenly revealed his perspective for the next 
years as trivial. He had anticipated ‘becoming a leading citizen 
of California; six months after the assassination of the 

{ Austrian Archduke, Hoover was known a5 a leading citizen of ~ 
the world, and his fame surpassed that of most army commanders 
and heads of states. 

The war surprised Hoover, as it surprised so many 
Americanse Like others of his generation who had paid slight 
attention to politics, he believed that modern, armies would be 
used only to keep order among backward peoples in renote areas 
of the world. He expected wars to be carefully delimited, like 
the Spanish-American, Boer, Boxer, and Balkari conflicts. No, 
great nation would risk a struggle among equalse His owmm 
experience seemed to sustain this. premise: he had learned thet 
finarice was international, restricted by no boundaries, with 
the dominant entrepreneurs interlinked and interdependent. He 
therefore presumed that the great nations would use force only 
against those who thwarted svoehess (measured in profits} Cd 
against the shiftless tens of millions lacking ambition or 
vision or stability, against those whose debased way of life 
impeded the flow of commerce and the expansion of industry. 


World way was unthinkable because it was so obviously disastrous: | 
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The Story of tierbert Hoover. 
by 
bruce sinton. 


With the Assistance of Sy Bakst,. 


DEFEAT 
» The Story of Herbert Hoover 
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im k i seg . 
ai 2 Herbert sioover started life in the frontier west. From 
Bae . his early teens when the boy prematurely saouluered his way into 
manhood, tlerbert »cover naa faith in .is formula for success -- 
the pioncer formula o. self-reliance. ret erbert voover was also 
convince. tat ae could exrect no ua, jc rest its from hara work 
along: to wela + pick in a mine, to tend » . ucuine in a factory, 
to guice a olow ‘na cnltivate the Jand as nis relatives had done 
for ; encrations so 1! never assure sim fortune and the futures 
h poor soung ran witio t hi h-pl cea connections iareu not accent 
any job t..t cane along in tie romantic exrectation tint the 
breaks woul. letlow. anuenencence restea cn financial securi ty: 
youn, serbert woover resolved tast iis ener ies mst yield 
Civiienas beyond tre low estimite t fa car is worta only his 
° : "hire. in turn,. these civicends mst be shrewdly swelled to 
(uarantee tis escane beyond all camer of imvrigaonnent wj)thin the 
renks of the conmon nan. 

_erbert aoover t ok for , ranted Uhe turn-of-the-century 


promise of unlimited oprortunity. lor anericans, particularly for 


Americans out of the west, the world was youn, and the times were 
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ve ate? ey 
00a: for calm mon with.a clear idea of what they srantea. The 
gp on look forward to generovs rewards: afiluence, posi- 


A a vo hg Monta the world of affairs, remitstion anu . onors. erbert 
ie aa = es Hoover in his om estimate starteu his climb to security a 
ae, 7 ang 7 Pedittle” behind scratch; but ae was a pusher with an unwavering 

we : TN aye on the. main chance, anu he knew “ow to be rthters in * is 
sy " 7 2 struggle to earn a vlace ior hivsel' in * e¢ .kerarenry o° those 
ie : Who gave the orders. werbert sover's to t tirst +f all to 
a 3 “-win substantial wealth; he planned latex to choose a cxrcor 
es. wigs with an oyo on his reprtation bofore «is fellow mone 

aes \ 


Nerbert ver 1.smt oo leisure or cool select? on, savents 
catapulted him inte intern t) mal srovinence., Still, he sad 
prepared himself well, an. t * verspéctives that su: enly orened 
before wim neither aaszlea nor intimi ated him. Lo Seally, and 
almost without ec: rort, ae stervea from ise rvosition to the 
-. lofty rank of tresinent. eens nly then, at the apex of ws Life, 

aid he taste tse wormiood of defe.t. ly then, did the horizons 
of his tout close in uvon ajmas the aation :rew oluer and its 
econony was racked wit) risiaity and cecay. but werbert voover 

’ 
refusea to ack owleu,e change; he fou ht nassionately lo vreserve 
the way of Life that nad brourht him dipnity; he held fast to 
the truths of an ora he hac outlived and he anrrily rejected 
‘the suspicion th t even truth can alter. throu h tour devastating 
yours in the white «ouse, he preserved his faith; with avid 


solf-justification he sought the origins of the rout over which 


he inadvertently presided not in the » licies ho musanim oon- 
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oe feet ) . that catastrophe in office and repudiatkon by the neonle fortified 
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his belief in the way of life he defended. his triumph was the 


‘hs 


feat of surviving himself as Presiaent. Not even ‘theodore 


\ Roosevelt brow ht rreater energy to the role of elier statesman, 


De ge et 
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and no ex-Fresiaent more stubborn]: insisted than did :erbert 
*oover that only he could guide the nation in search of renewed 
wigor. ana tho. h this wan of aicnity became the victim of 

8) scoffers and the object of corroain: hate, he scorned concession. 
ne threw tne xantle of vcronnecy over his aping shouleers ani 
commandea the n: tion and tie world to accept his vision while 
there was still time to return to the cath of riphteousness. 

be _ 4y vurpose in this biogravhy has been te trace the 

background and develorsent of a public figure who besame the 
svokesman of a significant minority in ent on resistin, propress 
and wm therefore of thwarting history. the years in which 
Herbert Noover played his considerable role were the fulcrum 
years of immerjalism, and witnessed the uecisive ‘stmr ple-bde tween: 

: progress and retrogression, between decocracy and fascism, aerbdert 
Hoover knowins ly chose fascism because he desperatedy feared 
the implications of derocracy. sis thinking exnressed the despair 
of a small but powerful group-who saw the future anc found it 


hateful. : 


iv. 


In the larger sense, herbert .ioover gambled against 


ne orontive forcos of the cormon peoplo -= and neithor he nor 
thoso for wiom he spoke acceptod initial cefeats and partial frmise 
trations as fLrrotrievaiblo. Tho sirerpgle between fascism 

‘ and its antithesis, w expanding, de ocernucy, continuess the 

r i outcome will determine the fate of cvankind for generat’ ons. 


The danger of fascism ends only when its discinles have been 


obliterated politically and socially, as well as on the f{feld 


of battle. This study of wterbert “oover attempts to determine 
\ 4) the factors tha* persuaded an intelligent and thoughtful man, 
after winning renovm and power, to repudiate his democratic 
heritage. 

Herbert Hoover's thinking was neither crude nor super- 


©) : ficial; he mst be understood in all his complexity before te 


can be isolated both personally and as a preoponentof defeatism. 
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° Of necessity, the life of -erbert «oover involves the rise and 
coming to maturity of American {mper Salism which he helped to 
strengthen and which in turn shaped his thinking. 
For their geperous aid, which does not imply agreement 
with the author's thesis on, Pesponelbi2i ty for any orrors of 


fact oft judgbment, I am indebgted to ’ 
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Chapter I. 


West Branch, Iowa: August 1874-August 1885. 
@nagant . 
tn 1927, Presiuent ierbert soover described the days of 
his chilehood to the .owa Societ) of washington, D.C. After 
forty years, -erbert cover recalled a youth "filled with 
aiyoniure am creat un ertakines, wi th varticination in good 


and co.ortine tains": 


" or_ingtance, there was vook's Will -- the sreat long 
hill where, on winter nichts, we slid aown at terrific speeds, 
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=) with our tummies ticht to nome-mace sleds. I've seen it several 
ee a RAS I RE Se A Le LS TTT LS ATS CS TTS LO TT TT IS LCL LS LL LL a TL, 


willows down _b the railroad bride is still operating efficiently, 
albeit moverm mothers orobably compel their younrsters to take 


Limes since; it's a good hill....the swimming holé under the 


a bath to et rid of clean and heal thy md when they come home. 
the pole still needs to be deepened, however. 1t is’ hard to 

. %, e 
keep from pounding the mud with your hands and teet when you 
shove off for the tairty feet of cross-channel swim. 


"And there were the woods down the tiurlins ton track... 
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I know there are rabbits still being trapped in cracker boxes 
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held open by a fifure four at the behest of smal) boys at this 
very time....thore viere also at times vigeons in this sreatl 
forest, and prairie chickens in the hodyes. with the efficient 
instruction of a real live American indian boy from a neirhboring 


indian School on tho subjoot of bows and arrows, we sometimes by 
eer rena g tenon ow a CT A AY NE SE AAR ara RN tates 
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firing volleys in battalions were able to bring down a pigeon 


or a chicken, ‘he Ritz “otel has never yet provided samo of 


such wondrous flavor as this bird plucked and half cooked over 
the small boys' camp fire. And in those days, there were sun ani 
catfish to be had. “or did we possess the modern equipment in 


artificial lures....We were still in that rude bathichly social 


condition of using a willow pole with a butcher string line 
and_hooks ten for a dime. (ut compelling lure was a_sepment of 
an_ angle worm, and our incantation was to spit on the bait.’ 
ne_Lived in the time when fish used to bite instead of strike, 
and we knew it bit when the cork bobbed. And moreover, we ate 
the fish..." +° 


The passing of half a century softens a man's momorios. 


Perhaps Hernert Hoover believed tho nostalgic idyll ho doscribed 


. dn well-worn terms. But his childhood had not been happy. Tho 


episodes he remembered were true; but he passed over tho 
tragedy of his youth that left scars on the man. Noithor the 
joyful moments in the woods, nor all tho carofree hours 
fishing and swimming and cookingpvor little fires had compensatod 
for the pain he had known. Herbert Hoover lert tho town 
of his birth in his oloventh year. The voy who escaped the 
"i{dd@ooy of the village’ was a brooding, sulion lad alroady 
aware that life can be heavy with sorrow and lonelanoss and dospaie 
. : 2 

In 1054, the greuitegrandfathor of Norbert Hoover led his 

family to the banks of the WYapsinonoe Crook in Cedar County, Iowa. 


Sincé the carly cighteonth century whon the Quaker Andrew Noover 
Pada lavehae tire 
crossed tho ocean from ‘ppumeo and settled down with his .s@xar 


x -3e 

brotu 3 to firm te uplands of Maryland, the Hoovors had been 

( sandorors Cutholic intolermnce drove Androw from “aryland to 

Korth Curolina; unequal competition wits tae slave owners forced 
18, sens across tho Alleghonios into the #ildemess of Ohlo. 
nS anothor generation revched manhood, tho restless clan arain 
turned thoir oyos westward in search of lanl for their growing 
families. They crossed the plajns in covered wagons, forded tho 
Lissisalppl, and yuilt their cabins on the Towa peririoe. Thoy 
called their new homo Wert ranch.” 

Tne Iowa disciples of tie rebol George Fox staked out 
farms in Codar County; they wore a frugal, hard-vorking, dotermined 
group. Once they cut through tie natted grass carpet of tno 
prairto, they found the land Sertileeandugmnaronax Aftor tne 
harsh sinter, spring brought the souta wind and gonerous rains; 
in the autum, those pioneer farmers harvosted wheat, corn, 
onts, and alfalfa. The Hoover herds oftteews fattened, thrdua tho 
truck gardens and potato patchos prospored.* The sottlors 
built roomier barns and larger “ionses, and in the friondly land 
found at last the tranqullity £nagxhadxan for which thoy had 


sonrbhed across tho yours. 


The pioneers of West Branch had the dighity of self- 


relianco,xn&d the austerity of their religion. If thoy lackod 


waloty, 1b wus not becaune of the rigors of tnoir lives, but 
“boGuiise™thoir.craod, forbade the distractions of singing, dancing, 


sand gamo plaving. The Frionda hnd ‘kbdilidiienx-no-mind.on Yilarity 
or frivolity. They read tho Bible of thoir fathors, und they ~See 
‘spieod this storn faro with tracts donounoling tho ovils of 

: Domon Rum. They presorved tho strict doctrines of their Culth; 
but as thoy settlod into soourity, tho passion drained oub-of 


their eurlier convisctionse Thoy huggod the forms of thoir 
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religion, careful not to let security seduce them into tite - 
frank onjoyment of life. Thoy clung, to tradition, they paid 
homage to the Lord, nnd they raised their children to honor 
thoir oldors, work hard, practice numi11 byfind restraint, and 
to inherf{t tho lard. 
Soon aftor the quaker ioovers settled in West Pranch, 

John Frown of Ossuwitonie rode into Cedur County on the vack of 
a mule; tho Yankeo” cnme, sick and furtons, from tie plains of 


we 6 


blesding Kansans? 40 persunded tho Friends to assist sporadically 


as ust tion on t o underground railway for runaway slaves from 
AGYOs3 tue i.dssourl border. Two noichvor boys from Springéaze, just 
up tho road from Vent Pranch, lis'oned to the angry prophets, and 
swayed by is words, followed tne oroic John Brown on his des-~ 
per te crusade tit ended at Harper's “erry. One of these neighdor 
boys died in ¢ ains on ‘the seaffold with Colonel Robort E. Leots 
hard cyos watching tim as he plunged throuph ce trap; tho boy's 
Drotier gtty ered hore to te 1 the bloody story of defert und death! 
Me Quaters of Cedar County recotled from such violence. 

Rhey condemned it,. and they condomned the war that followed. 

Thoy withdrew into their own self-oufficioncy, a compact group 


soceding from the world of stru les All around them the mon 


of Iowa flocked to tho colors, answoring Abraham Lincoln's call 


of 1861 -- but fow cane from West Syanch. Iowa sent ten Cree geo 
TO Uae Oeten we ate ne ere ne - 


munbews to the war! shennbbocgitober-remiiasd | ~OLBHCOOr “Towa = ee oe mee 


infantry rogimonts, nino cavalry rogiments, and four artillory 


A Hn caneaan ee Beato sete? SRR atone MER 


vatterios wont into tho ae But none of the forebears of 
vrave 


HNorbort gover took up arnse® Tiio Dold, Nnamxpromiadimg George 
Pox had dofted kings in his uncompromising strugglo to liberato 
tho oppressed and the ;ersocuted; but tho Friends of “ost Branch 


poe 7, ping 


transformed Fox's militant gmenghtnxn tonohings £ 


. 
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God und the cause of human and religious freedom into a pacifisn 
thit ropudiated the war against chattel slavery. —= 


West °ranch was so small, so Leolated, so reote from 


the obo and tide of events that t.e fairrers and villagers followed —_—_—en 

the course of the Civil ‘Nar only from the stories of travellers or 

fron t © cenfused ruriors brought back by a neighbor returning 

fru Towa City. The thunder of vattie raised few echoes in West 

“anche and when the var h.d been fought and won, the village , = 
remain’d insul.ted from te bustle an¢é enterprise of the post-war 
ere. 40 tre norti, und wost, toe 4% ext farrers leirned of the 
rechunicil harvesters built in Vhicugo; on 22k sides, procucers of 
corn und 7ocps and cittle wore conscious of a new dependence on 
markets in ilatint cities. The sproading industrialianrtion encroach- 
ed on tne a, ricultural communities, altering their pie but not 
the ways of the propperous west Ppanch Cirmers. "S30 te rawness 
had somewrat rubbed off, tno hamlet ‘ud lost the flavor or its 
plonoering vast. “he tridiptions of t.o fathers took on now 

moaninys for the cons, with intolerance mistukon for tse former 


simplicity, penuriousnoss for frugality, isolrtion for independencee 


Tho rallrond came through dost “pane in 1870.29 nis 

link to tne noisy world did not af ect he village us some of the 
oldstors .feurod: no industry sprang up as in most other corzunitios. 
wWost Ppanch survivod as a small agricultural centor, meroly a 
mhistle stop on, the lino. ; 

Joss0 Hoover, tho secans son of Eli and the groatg 
groit-grarndson of Androw Hoover, travolled to Towa City the yoar 
tho first ongino puffed through his home town. Thero ho met his 
Quaker brido who was dronsed in sombor grey ‘for hor wédding. For 


somo now forgotton rouson, tho marringo ceremony was porformed by 


a non-Quaker, tho Rovorond A.M. Smith, und for the first timo in 


2 
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tho memoryof the Hoover clan, ono of thoir sons or daughtors 
wedded outside the meoting house. !* Porhaps it was another of 
Jesse's small -- and inoffectual -- gosturos at revolt, tho samo 
Zefiance that had led him of all his brothers and uncles to 
rofuso to farm the lund and, ‘to sot up a blacksmith shop in 

the village. the stir of tho new industrialism pulled at ieaans 
he left the land, but then he £kx faltered, compromisin) with 
himself by remaining in the villare to tinker with machinerg 
und now and then to sell a ywnp or a now-fashioned plough made 
of ghthinet chilled steal to a nelghvoring farnor.t? 

The young couple -- ftiuldah was twonty-two and Jossoe 
twenty-four -- settled down in the two-room house noxt to Jocso's 
blacksmith shop on tho corner of Downey and kain Streots.t” 
Hulda Randall Loover had spent some months at the stito collego in 
Lowa City -- unusual for a woman; like her husband, suldnh camo 
from a Quaker background; hor family had 1lso wandored over tho 
continent from Connecticut and Fennsylvania to Ontario County, 
Canada, and thence in 1859 to Iowa. an The young drido was a 
skilled seamstress; but she dis not need to supplement Jesse's 
earnings which were sufficient to provide tHe simple wants of 
a Quuker home. Huldah kept the two rooms scrubbed and noite? 


A yoar after her marriige, she bore her first son, whom she 


named Theogore after her fathor. Threo years later, on August 10, 


1874, her second son was born in the little room measuring 
seven foct wide and slight$iy over thirtoon foot in length. 
He was named. Horbort Glark Hoover. Hulduh's last child, Kay, 
followed in a yoar.+® 
+ 
An aunt of tho future Prosident ‘oscribod the ovent of 


his birth half a century lator in a lotter to hor daughter. "I 
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well romombor the day Herbert was born. I had spont a day 

with Nuldah, visiting and sewing. Thee was whth me, Jesso and 
Huldah always xaimm made mich of theo, becnuse thee represented 
the little girl thoy hoped soon to huve. Next morning errly, Jesse 
came and tapped on my window and said, Yell, wo have another 
General Grant at our jiouse. iuldah would like to seo theo.! So 


we went, thee and 1,017 


Jesse Hoover liked children. Ne let them hang around the 
vlucksmith forge, and he joked with thom in a way most Quakers 
considered ftivolous. Indced, Jesse seemed a strangé-mannered man 
to the stiff-1.3cked conmunity; he fiddled with machinery und 
h~ played practical jokes, and he payed poked fun at his 
pompous neighbors. Ehe tall, xhtmk thin Jesse would tease his 


© ‘ wife Huldah over her frequent calls of the Spirit, making mx 


her Uneasy vypis lack of serilousness. With increasing frequency, 
Huldah testified before the meeting, heeding her "Xnnor Vobeo" - 
and her words half-chanted in a sing-song tone wore recognized 
by the congregation as the gift o. ministry bestowed on those 
qualified to speik God!s truth.?? 
These were the forebears of Herbort Hoover. He was 
: a well-built little boy who resembled nis Hately Herbort had | 
‘ her broad, flat face, er spreading nose, tho damsic hair, and tionyth 
the intent, stubborn oyes.-° He suffered as an infant from what 
a was culled croup (probably .an allergy): in tho second winter of 
: hig life, he was seizod by a choking spell followed by a 
paralyzing spasme His aunt Ellen Hoover lator claimed thit the 
child stopped breuthing and she had actually bogun to lay out tho 
yoar-old infant for bufial when sho saw signs of life and by 


her strenuous efforts revived hime Huldah Hoover, so Ellon told 


the story, felt thit Yod had given kax back her son's lifo in 


21 
2) gnswer to her fronzied prayorse 
he el 


— 


nmr methane 


a 


-B- 
Aside from this ono noarly fatal tllness, tho first 
yorrs of Horvort Hoover's childhood woro no difforent from those 
of other boys in ost Branch.?” Me tagged after his older 
brothor, Tad, whom he loved inordinately, and he could tramp 

in the woods as woll aa the next boy» It was, as ho rocalled t 
so long after, a'pke physically ploasunt life for a little boy. 
The forosts of cottonwhod, ash, lm, and birch were filled 

with blue jays, Dobolinks, cnurdinals, and chickadees; in the 
willow clumps on tho banks of the ead blossomed ancmones anc 
trilliuna, asd Aater in the season, wild ginger and mandrake. 

The stretches of prairie not yet broken by the plow gleamed 

with rod phlox and lillies, and in autumn with goldenrod, asters, 
and sunflowers. In the Winter the children zgm searched the 
snowy forests for tracks of cottontuil and raccoon, weth the 
hope of glimpsing xx a deor or even a voar.”” At homo, Xmxiueank 
there was plenty of food, and above all kxa Herbert had the 
warmth of His parents! affection. The childron did not puzzle 
too much over the obvious difference ohwag dbetweon the 

attitudes of their fathor and mother toward religion, though 

at times when their father joked, the mother's face whitoned, 
and she drew hor lips into a thin line. 

The futher caused a stir in the town when he daringly 
dnvested in a new invention from the outside world. Kost of 
West Branch was interested but dubious about the machino wich 
put barbs on wire for foncing. Suoh a contraption soomod a 

fool AA Ks} ha 

saondlbhige t many -- just tho sort of thing thoy oxpocted 

of Josse Hoover. Tho blackamith learned thit the wire he sold 
rusted and thon the prongs slipped loose. It proved, suid the 
pious, that Josse's @deas wore ungodly, fnlse, und expensive. 
peanerieely Josso improvided by conting the wire with tar to 
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delay the rusting, but his exporiments were sadly inadequate. 

On First Day, the Hoover family went to the interminable 
meeting in the church sot off from the rost of the tom by 


a neat fence and a spacious plot of ground. Huldah dressed in 


her usual grey lixe all the other women, und Yesse in his flat- 
crownod, sido-brimmed hat sat stroking his wicks beard. Uncle John 
Y. Hoover joined the elders in front of the HALLOW, dovof-colored 


25 
hall. The children had learned to suffer patiently on the hard 
benchos 
kammkaxp boside their stiff putonts. Sn oppressive quiet descended 
over themoeting nouse untill n worshipper felt "moved by the 


holy Spirit” to break the sildnce. Often huldah Hoover rose 


to sponk tie words th t filled her hourt; she stood erect : 
and pale on or side of tre partition separating the men 

and women, and to calmnoss Yea hor face contrasted with the 

passion in nor eyos ind t ¢ conviction of her testinony. To her, 

the narrow t ‘cology brow ht tno same mysticil and onotional 

comfort t ut had insplrod the early Soparatists; but ost of 

the conrroyition did not share her passion, content in their 

dog thit fixed tholr way of life in a anfe and uhquostioned 

and accepted pattern, a dogria preserving them from new idous 


and sanctifying the ramillar habits of their oxistenco. 


The town's life centered in tho meeting. For the 
childron, the mooting detorminud thit thoy should recoive a 


u26 na all ideas that savored of the "vain 


"guarded education 
customs of tho world" wore striotly exoludoed from the sohool. 
Cuutom dotormincd what was fitting and what dorderod on 
frivolity. Yot the movo daring children sometimes snouked a look 
at the Loather Stocking Tales or tho Wavorly Novels, at a 


Diokons story or the advontures of Robinson Crusoe, vooks which 
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gomo of thoir more perfunctory oldors kept for sinful momentse”” 
As a@ rulo, however, the children rend tho Bible and the 


edifying toxts selected by their toaohots, and the sessions 


at sohool were all too often dull and long and opprossivoe 


Yet oven this contention-ridden commnity was not free 


ny 


Crom religious controversy. Into West Branch camejan impassioned 
minister who railed ngainst the sin of complacency, and who 
thundered of the wrath of God. 28 He brought innovations -- tho, 
partition between’ mon and women was romovod frum the mooting ~ 
house, and an organ provided sacrod misaice The spooch of tho 
younger families changed as thoy droppod the thee and kmmuanoubkom 
thou. The “riends of West Branch oxporienoed the bitterness of 
factional struggle. The Sooioty split: and those who held the 
new ways a desgration loft the meoting house and condisted 
phete services elsewhere in the time-honored fashion. Huldah 
*oover stayed with the majority who now listened to msic 
whxbkmex on Sunday -- the old First Day -- and at timos lifted 
thoir-voices in devotional hymns”? 

In Kay 1879, Jesse Hoover could afford _to soll the two- 
room house in which tho children were born and, move his family 
one block south to a larger, moro comfortable, and moro imposinr 


dwelling at tho foot of Cook's Hill. A year later, Josse foll 


-4113..he died of typhoid.fever. two. weeks bofore..-Christras:-1860, 


at the age of shetty thirty-four. He left no will. On his geath 
bed, Jesse called his uncle, his brothor, and his neighbor 

to him, and instructed them to pay his dobts and to turn ovor 
what remained of his small capital to his widows? Then, in 
the presence of his wife and his three frightened children, 


Josse Hoover gave up the life that had nevor brought him happinosae 


Huldah buried hor husband in the graveyard adjoining the 
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mecting Youse. In the cold of sinter, the Yardis oft od t the 
eidco of t's grave tht hal been fucbkeda out of tao freser  artice 
Young Herbert Leover herr the ble: yravers, wm t.e fis 
motvorts wild hymn of prief and pest ye .tion us the voffin 
cescendced inte tir mT ie The t re> ct DQepen retuoned with 
thoir wenping ota to the now uc.se tooir Pit or hed bought 
for thom. 

Jor the fLle:t ve raster .e e's ae tr, te court allowo 
Fulaah “oover y40 at oth te care Yor ser * -{ldrone She wis 


not worried iwweut suprorting .er Sa tly: tur forty dollars wag 


sufSicbont und ashe contd always carr rore with her seuln. fut 
huldal oover felt anger des r tel, stone ufter the Y > th of 
the strate vouny man she oud wactried and nevor understecd. Lore 
intently thin before she turned to t.e comfort of her taith; the 
Inner Yoico sree to her meee imperidusly and weit evor greuter 
demands on ser wosolution ari pes srren the or visits to other 
uaker settlorents were she brought tac word of od grav .ore 
frecuens, ‘aking ‘er away fu one fer longer ad longer 
portods. T.0 chil.”on lonped for t ¢ other w ose faith imeerlod 
her to it vo ther, alone Jn to 9 iouse, with Theodore cooking, and 
uvkwardly tonding toe is younver brotier ud al tore 

it six yours, £0 boy Herbert Hoover Journ d tr t daxth 
had -robved: him of uta - seme. 0. learned that death bropeht 
loneliness, un abfeing lonelineste 

i 
AK four onthe aftor Josso voover's eeaith, Little “erbert 


“wus ‘akon for the sumer by his aunt .enes Stlos te Fawhusalie in 


the YLIahoma Lndian Torvitory; thoro, Uncle Ia an Mtles held tho 
posttion of povarnnont spont on tio Ygsnge Kosorvattones* “hatover 
tym qualificution won lavan Milos his nyycintinent, bo was 


i.) cortainly u severe and dictatorial man, an unomiling martinot whem 
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SR 4mplacuble rightoousness was in no way softened’ by the hostility 
a Em bie of his Indian charges; these land-hungrypeople, herded arbitrare 
a Ally into reservations, robbed and virtually enslaved by at me 
¥ ; _ yee vovornment, hatod the conquering white mane Laban “iles 
~ responded to their surly stubbornoss witha stubborness of his 
. own. And being an inflexible man, he inflictod on his own 
children and his’ visiting nephow the same rules of conduct he 


} 
laid down for, his Indian wards. ° 


Laban: hilts belxeved that hard work was tho best 
‘rostraint to evor-presont tomptatione Young Herbert tidover was 
used to household tusks at ..ome; but at Uncle Laban's, the . . 
ut never-finished work was on the hot, dusty, treeless. land «=. 


and the ‘child's labor was considered the quid pro quo for the 
\ ‘ 
Christian charity lavished by Uncle Laban on the fatherless boy. Ss 


. . 


Horbert was an extra mouth to feed, un extra burden in the ° 4 
. crowded nousohold, thoug,:r of course Laban -lles ‘pore the o xpense 
and trouble with ‘the resignation of a pious mane But ovon: to 
the eix-ye1ur-old youngster from “owa, it was cloarg enough that 
he could never repuy Uncle Laban for &11 the nourishing food 
ke ute and all the care o small boy roquirog. 
The boy missed his mother and especially his brother 


Tad from whom he had never before boen separated. for E Lo) long. 
To increase his risory, he contracted an inflammation of the eyoe . 


. . lids which causod nim severe discomfort and w' ich recurred 


wy 
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from timo to. time for tho next yoars.” And aftor tho wesds a 


and ro.ling prairies of Iown, ho Hated wita }.is whole soul the 


ugly, flat, airloass reservution, and he pined with sick 7 : Lo 
longing for tie familiar surroundings of tis homo. . xe 3 


€ 


"The summor.of 1881 ondod. Young, werbort Hoover roturned 


by day coach to ‘lest Pranch, to lids udthor and sistor and Tad« 
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' Bat throughout the sneuine year and duting -the following 
sumer, yo was “again pucked of f to Eon veives -- often to Unele 
Allan's furm, or to his Uncld Benajal. ond aunt Ellen vover, 
‘who wero Kethodists-- therofore strungo and ‘eccontrite people. 
In the your thit followed, 1:83, he visited Uncle: korlin 
Marshall in ilynouta ‘ounty, Uncie avis in Mubbard, and relatives 
in Storey County .°5 At euch temporsry Lome, the fatherless voy 

7 jaa BrbRbee with t.e symp t.y duo the less rortunaté;: and with what 
the nine-year old be, in to ecognize “3 the condescension which? 


concoaling «4 
is part of churtty. io lenruel to retire into himself, ingktng | 


vig morose though's, doin, what ho wags téld to do sullenly 4 
wit out protest. But when the curiosity, of his relatives led” 


thom to spevk about Lis rother, w.ose religious zeal took seis Fa 


away from her childron ard put the duiion of her family, on 
the backs of relrtives With fa tltes of tielr om to feed and 


care for, the boy flushed with rosontmont. Whon ‘is aunts 


tried to probe what Herbert thowtt af tis sothor'sa rroquont if oe 
7 +. ‘ 

e1ll to preach the word of dod, kB closed Pt3 lips into a bight . 

line. : ed, : oS 


The self-riL¢gitoous fuakors tC) wis Sonnnee woover an 


unnaturally moody child, mature beyond ‘hs yours. Put wb night, 


when tho little boy lay awako struc ltas for dveoith, Life soomed 


cruel to him, full of juin and suffortng. “oe ~Lased the Sb range, 
2 . 

intenso woman who was bis mother, and who was constantly Lorving 

him jist as khe he thought he had rocupturod hor attention and 


lovee Ho missed the father who had ‘old life toyet er and iven 


4t form. and ho squirgmod with \umil tation when ho thought of the : : a: 
charity forcod on him and tho oxgornoss with which dis rolatives : 
criticizod shams his meen? and hor missions ; 
| Huldah Hoover weemed. to bo sourciing ror something, 
| 
| 
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| kesh? \ariven . ; 
obsessed by tho Inner Vedeo, by the Qauker procept 
"silently and stoadily to ‘preserve the path of duty, unawed 
by the frowns of the world."96 She had convinced herself thot she 


was/one of those who in the eyes of God "have tho authority to 


‘ preach the gospel, though without human Commission and litera‘ure." 


The fow who received "this holy and unspotted eire" must be 
resigned " as they huve freely receivod it, so are they frooly to 
Sive it, without hire or bargaining."97 Huldah hoover in her 
devotion tirulessly gave of herself. She spent «ays away fron 
home, weeks in other communities, silencing whatever doubts she 


h.d with the belief that by serving Yod sho also served her 


cghildrone -hen she paused.exhuusted from her lay preaching, she 


spent long hours ‘sewing go th.t she could put enough away to 


. v 
send her chtldren through college. ner sewing und her feverish 


journeys taxed her physical resistence. It was any tracts that 


the hard cold sho caught in Sprhrgininpwen Springdale would, 
without caro, deepen into prausonia. 

' Blushed and ha,,ard, the tired woman ‘ryvelled through 
tho February. cold to West Branch.°® Tho relatives nursed here 
And scarcely three yeuys after Jesse died, the three loover 
children stood before tho same bed and watched thoir mother sink 
into a comae Thoy listened to her breathing grow faintor and 
then stope Again thoy seme muidlod in the gravoyard dbohind the 
maathrakouma mooting iouse and aie the coffin bump into the hard 
ground « But thoro was no ono to sing Smanxtia that. Fobruary day 
in’ 1884 no” Huldah had aung ovor the grave of her husband. The 
noighbora’ und tho relativos pronounood: "The Lord had norcy cn 
hor ind gave hor roast," which was a Judabront on Huldah hoovere?? 
* 


Tho family. githored in solemn council. The Quakora todk axe 


bee 


athe 
Gare of their ow. Unole Laban Miles wrote from Pawhuskie that 
hie would bo willing to board young Norbert, now almost ten ‘years 
a old and: able todo far more for his keop than he had three - 
oe summers vefore. But tho relatives remembered; they declined 
‘‘Labants offer with appropriate thanks. Instead, the elders 
decided to place the ehildren separately to reduce the burden on 
any one family -- little May, now eight, would live, with her 
Grandmother Minthorn; Tad almost thirteen, was sent to Uncle 
Davis at Hubbard; and Herbert went to Uncle Allan and Aunt 
t Mtliie Hoover, who owned a ricli farm of 160 acres just enst of 
Vest Branches *° 
. _ *Huldah Hoover had left a $1000 1ife-insurunce policy, and 


the house at the foot of Cook's Hill -- sold later for $500. 

She had disposed of the blacksmith shop previously and the money 
er had gone toward paying off Jesse's debtse Her small estate was 
divided equally among the three heirs: and the District Court 

: a _ seantodr the ‘rendigis petition thit Lawrie Tatum be. appointed 


2 


guardian. Having put up the required bond, Lawrie Tatum, a: 

* "petioulous. m&a. who took his responsibilities with solemn selfe- 
importance, painstakinghreviewed tha financial outlook with each 
child. To Herbert, Lawrie Tatum expjained,in words a boy of 

ten should understand, that he was oredited with $304.63 which 
mist be preserved so that the boy could go‘to college as his 

; good nother had wished. In the meantime, Lawrie Tatum would - 

‘ end out the capital at eight peroent interest; and he would 
allow Herbert $1.50 a week to pay board to his aunt and uncle -- 


a 


oe - - 


ke . @® gonorous amount in those dayse Finally, tho short, und=paunched 
’ guardian who wore a fringe of chin whlalkers wepek ant his face 
‘ : to the ears, hunded Horbert a small black notchooks whatever tho 
S 7 ' boy spent mist bo. entered on ono side of tho ledgdérs whatever cur 
. * 4n, an unlikely contingency, nist be on®ered on tha, opposide pages! 
_ con a ND etaad a canee aon Liko a 
we —— ee en ae “a Besa ented 
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Quakers, Lawrie Tatum valucd Pr a 

Young Herbert took his fow possession and the black 
notebook to his uncle's farm. There he was treated like one of 
the family, with plenty of work to do before he walked thenile . 
tp wohool in the morning and after he returned in the afternoon. 
Milking before dawn, cows and chickens to be fed, wood to 
bo cut, stables to clean, garba,’e to be taken to the hogs, 
countless tasks for the cold mofnings and before bed at nighte 
In tho summer, tho corn must be hoed, the vegetable patch mst _ 
be weeded, the hay mst ve piled in the logt. Uncle Allan, a 
somevhat tight-fisted man, was a stern tasimaster, but fair -- and 
what he demanded from Herbert he also demanded from his mem son, 
Walter. Aunt M4llie scrupulously showed the same affecthon’ to 
the ap orphan as she did to her own children. They were good 
people, his foster parents, .and Herbert liked them; but xke he : ' 
was lonely -- and deserted -- and the boy brooded over his 
fate that brought him suffering and heartache. 

During the oighteen months he spent with his aunt and 
uncle, young Herbert learnedeintimately tho life of a frontier 


“farm: "I know by experience,” he said years lator,"that a family 


then produced all of its own vegetables, carried its grain to 

the nearest smbhkig mill for grinding on toll, cut and hauled its 
own fuel from the..wonderful woods ton miles away, and incidentally 
gathered walnuts. the family wove its own carpets and some of 

its clothes, made it own soap, preserved its own meat and . 
vogetables, got its sweotness from sorghum and honeye"** Herbert 
took the work as a matter offoourne; but in his thinking, forced 
on him by loneliness, he began to re.ch the dim conclusion that 
when he grew ‘up, when he achieved independence, he would not farm, 


e 
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which at best wane subsistence living, tied to the land with 
the work never done. For that matter, the rich lands around 
West Bpanch would go: to tho children of the farmers -- and . 
Herbert mst be content with his inheritance ‘ot $504.65, 


reduced by oxpenaos for board and olothing, and he mst also 
live with tho further legacy of loneliness and a sense of betrayale 
‘“ oa 
The news of Hulduh Hoover's death went out to far-flung 
relativos, with the addenda that. the burden of the orphans 
shduld be shared by allf Br. John Minthorn, Huldah's eldest 
brother, finally responded from Oregon whore he had transferred 


from the Oklahoma Indian medical service to a similar position 
a) ; with the Forest Grove Indian School. The intense and live-wire 

doctor was about to open a Quaker bourding academy in Nowborg, 

Oregon. Dr. Minthorn offered to board his nephew and educate 


nim.*® . 


The relatives discussed the letter solemnly. The offer 
seomed a fine opportunity for a growing boy, and besides Lerbert 
was obviously unhappy ut the farm. Everything considered, the 
eldors and the guardian, Lawrie Tatum, dooided to accept Dre 
* Minthorn's invitation. Unele Allan informed young Herbert; the boy 

‘ said little -- there was littlo to say oven if he had wanted to 
oppose the deoision. The family piled him with admonitions to 
cherish his parents! memories and to hold fast to his oarly 

‘ religious teachings, to be o dutiful nophew to his doctor ieie? 
to make the most of his opportunity for eduoution, and to fulfill 

te their hopes in hime, Lawrie Tatum spont some time with the boy 
going over the fow.ontrios 4n the black book and improsning on 
9d , ‘him the need to keop the cere: up to date, néat, and oxdote 

Tannscmpcyxtertiat 
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A family friend, Oliver Hammel, was hoaded “Yost, and 


the relutivos decided to let young Horbvert travel in his custody. 
They put the orphan ohoard tho duy coach and wished hin God 
apeod. But not boforo Lawrie Tatum had reported to tho 
District Court: "August Sth, 1865, To Travolling Exponsos to 
his unclo's, H.J.Minthorn, M.D., at Newborg, Oregon, $33.15 to 
Horvort “oovar," 4° 

Herbort Noovor was elevon years old when he left “ost 
Branch, a moroso, tight-lipped child --und afruid. He romomberod 
hig unclo Dr. John Minthorn as a large, durk, impatient man who 
had sewed up his Cinger yor 3 before when he had cut it with an 


42 


axce ” Dr. Minthorn had paid slight attention to Herbert's 


hurt and fright; the uncle troited the cut with un obvious 
wet 

satisfaction, xa though tho pain wee u retribution on the 

naughty boye 


And so Herbort Hoovor left the place of his birth. 


ap 


Chapter II 
Oregon! September 1885-Kuay see} 1892 


Herbert noover travelled across the continent on the 


Northwest Facific ruilroad, completed two years before. ife left 


behind the narrow, ingrown ‘est Branch for the frontier where a 


men thought in terma of a grandiose futureeThe Northwest Cc 
mhinemnexx of the mid-elghtics was still the wildernoss: the 
"continuous woods" and t o protected valleys cut by stroars 
voiling down from the wostern slopes of the ranges, offered the 
last haven to the romantic, to the ;exenndally hopeful, tho 
maladjusted, the udventurer, or merely tho straggler. Oregon 
was a land of confusion and conflict, whére tho haze of Crontier 
optimism lingered, and a man could dream thit his luck ox his * 
shrewdness would pay off in sudden riches. A croek in uw nourby 
meadow, u ravine between the toworing mountains, might Soncwe, . 
gold or silver; the valve of sahrgtm a virgin tract bought on a 
cheap option might ovoernisht be skyrocketed by a land boom. 

Orogon lay on the poripliory of the nation, far romoved 
from:.tho tenomont cities and the tyranny of corrupt party bosses. 
The state was the frentior, but at the samo time it was tho 
latest hunting ground of the robbor barons. The expunse of 
continent did not insulate the remote settlers from the doprada} 
tions. of tho oustorn plutocrnoy with thoir railroad franchises, 
lumbering projects, und fiohing monopolies; and the Pacific 
§Zlope folt the pinch of tho financial panic of 1884. That your, 
the prusidontidl oloction was closely contested in Oregon; yot 
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the sourrilous campaign botwoon the Adefendors of one candidate's. 
soxual irrogularitios and the defenders of the other candidate's 
habitual lies neglected ovory issye af important to the Par Veste 
Tho traditions remombered from the Civil War holped givo the 
Ropublican, Jamoo G. Blaine, a slight edge in Oregon; but 
deopibe the vote, the "now radicalism" sweeping the nation 
A4nfluonced the politics of those who felt themselves the 
stepchildren of the profligate Gilded Agee The séttlors were 
disgusted by President Cleveland's fumbling gestures at reform, 
by the failure of the first Pemocratic president since James 


Buchanan (who had admitted Oregon into the Union) to clip the 


wings of the eastern financiers. In tho mushrooming torm of 

Portland -- the populution had doubled to approximately 55,000 

during the five years since 1880 Ae the newly organized American 

Federation of Labor attracted numerous recruits to craft 1 
untonism. The rival “nights of Labor expanded. Repercussions from 

the violent labor upheavals in the east and midwest were felt on ’ 
the Portland docks, in the lumber mills, machine shops, and 


raifroad yards. Farmers in the lonely valleys reud Grangor and 
Greenback liternture which fed their discontent and lator prodded 


them into Populism. Into the confusion of the Northwest poured 
thougands of poor imiigrants -- a few north Europeans escnping 
ghettoes ard persecution; somo Civil War veterans; but mostly the 
pioncors of a decade ago, native Americans uprooted by hard times 


from thoir farms_in the midwost prairies and in the plains beyonde 
Young Herbert glimpsed his first "metropolis" when he 


reached tho crude, booming town’ of *srbisutmm®he Portland whic! 
for all its now railroad stution, lumber mills, and noisy docks 
waa still a raw outpost. Less than a decade had passed since 

the Paiute Indians had waged war against the govornment ofier to 


herd them,into reservutions -- and Portland had boon an armed 
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ep. ut t.e nolfzo umd li, ted streets and crowded vigor of 
t’.e city bupressed young erbert wio hid never seon tho like of 
it before. .o was gad when Egmmel, his travelling com anion, 
eut tae af, it-seeing stort by rushing Ferbert across the town 
to tro widleewheel stearor that pleked its way along the 
“Allamette .wivere 

ary, John hinthorn waited for his nephow at Newberg 
Landing, []f-way aaanmcbka Dotweon Fobtland and the stato capitol 
of Silom. Therdoctor had avrived in Oregon three yoars earlier 
and na found tst te frontier suited .im. He felt no particular 
uttuchment te t.c vedicnl profession -- ho Ind dotested his boring 
and wuncomfortuble job as medical officer on tho hot, dusty 
tndian roservition in t3:e Oklahoma Torritory (the Vest Yrnach 
fartly had used all its influence with the Indian Service to 
socure Jom “inthorn!s arycintment “), Tho moment the doctor 
learned from his futher-in-law, Bonjamin Miles (ulreudy in 
Oregon) tht tao West st111 offered olvow room to the anbitious, 
Dr. Minthorn had applied for nu transfor. Of course, on the 
Pacific Coast he a ain found himself attached to the Indian 
Service with a poor living and no prospects of weulth or position. 
tut tho doctor was a dotermined mun: xx he gumpod at the 
chance to diroct the new iuaker school at Newberg in Yamhill 
County; ho thought of the position us a stop-gap until he could 
go on to bottor thinits. As schoolmastor ho could ulso work his 
Willamette Valley f.rm and occassionally pick up fees as the 
only physician in the mom tine countye And ho could keep on the 
alort for possible openings that would give his tulents fmm 


noopoe Ungil thon, he could at leust onjoy tho raspoot showm 


him by his follow Quakors in Nowborg -- 2 town smaller than 
e 
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Woot Branch, founded by the Towa Friends in 1869 and practically 
unchanged since, bnew.” 

Dr. Minthorn was a mixture of ogotism, ploty, and 
Opportunism; his sober solf-rightoousnoss partly masked his 
Greed, his fits of cold ra o, his cruolty, and :is gullibility. 
In many ways, the doctor fell vict2m to his own sanctimonious 
virtue: he never suspected that he was just anothor frontier 
adventurer waiting for something to turn up, an impractical 
fellow handicappod »y a stroak of naivote wich more ofton than 
not distorted his Judgyments. 

Xxan The river steumer stopped briefly at Newberg 
Landings Young herbert dracyed his .other's carpet satchol, 
contuining ull iis posse‘sions, to the little pier and shook 
hands wit’. his Carwning uncle who greeted the voy with befitting 
solemnity. Silently the uncle and nephew drove the fow miles to 
the tacific Academy. after tie doctor's glowing letters to the 
West Bpanch relatives, the academy surprised nervert. Tho 
unfinished two-storey building was a packing box with « steeple 

and looking us though it had 
stuck awkwardly nt one end, sad inzkingminoked<manthsnxhxtma 
beon tossed careleasly into the misidle of the flat, xtwpt 
stunp-littered clerring. .erming the school "grounds" was virgin 
pine and fir forest; hore and tiere in the open space stood rough 
cabins: one, said the uncle, would be used as a dormitory, and 
the other alreudy served as the home (temporarilly, of cou'se} of 
Yncle John, Aunt Laura, and thoir throe small duughtors. There 
vas also an outhouse and a barn. Her ort was aasigned slooping 
space in a small upstairs cubbyhole in the main school 
putiding.4 

The ‘doctor folt fevearby tho arrival of his nephew to 


doliver a short oration on tho romarkabdle opportunities offored 
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the orphan through the generosity of tho Manthornae “Tye doctor 
spoke of his revorenoe for the memory of the boy's dovout mother, 
the doctor's younger sister. The older man dwelt on the 
importance of tempering learning with becoming pioty, which ho 
hoped would be the school's effect on the students. He brought 
out tho Academy register and proudly watched young Herbert enroll 
as tho first pupil: the boy wrote "H.C.Hoover" with as much 
flourish as he could mustore® Dr. Ninthorn then explainod that 
Horbort would naturally bo expepted to "help out" around the 
Academy and on his uncle's farm -~ small return for tuition 
and board. 

Dr. Xinthorn's ideas of "helping out" were oxtensive. 
In Xhenr lieu of the »110 a your charged other pupils, Horbert 
was to feed and Water the cows and horses, pasture them ouch day 
and drive them back to tho barn each evening, clean the staoles, 
do tho milking, weod the garden when necessary, cut und pile 
wood, see that tho schoolhouse was properly hented, sweep out 
the schoolrooms, wife the biilckboards, and keop fresh chalk 
handy for the faculty --- composed of Dr. Minthorn, Aunt Mauna, 
and a rather forlom individual named W.R. Starbuck. Yoars later, : 
Herbert hoover remarked that tho curriculum of arithmatio, 
.goography,. spolling,, reuding,and.drawing\was, something to race Lo 2 - 
through -- so I coulda get out of doors.” His words suggest 
an eagornogs to bo playing merrily in the yaxm yard; but 
Dr. Minthorn had so arranged Hervert's lifo that once “out of 
doors" his time was woll filled with houlthy “- and to tho ¥ 
doctor , useful ~~ tasks. e 

The boy was tho youngost and smallest child at the 
opening session of the school, Soptomber 28, 1885. He had little 
ohance to make friends with the othor fifty-oight boys and girls, 


ommend + Serrencamnmenpaenetiecre 


‘pause. On-Sundnys,. the day of -rest,.he was, sont to Sabbath —. 
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many of who, wore fracoless youths of twenty attending school 
for the first timee® Actually, horbort was school junitor and 
unpaid handyman. the doctor in his pious somont¢when he was 
most .oved by a sonse of responsibility to his deud sister, 
expressed ‘is concern ovor tho boy's development with cuffs, | 
lectures, and punishnonts for Prec erry or shirking, all 
amply lurded over with a thick sanctitude. Dr. Minthorn had 
once supervised a bourding school for Indidn boys 9... his 
uttitude toward “is nephew was affected by the experience with ; 
his former wards whom he hud considered stupid, infertor, 
evileminded, and ubove a11 dangerous. Beinr a medical ran, 
br. Minthorn was alert to chreractor traits in the young which 
in hes gud Ament indicated a tendency toward imnorality; he 
was convinced that young serbert was wastrel; a waster, and 
impthous 

a scunp with an tptonm goul. . 

The boy did not waste any love on his uncle. To hin, 
the doctor wis a hypocritical tyrant who had dangled the proms e 
of socurity and ‘education before the west Branch family because 
he wanted a slavey to do the dirty fobs around the school. Young 
Herbort contrasted Dr. Finthorn's detlamations with the momories 
of his mother's intense and sincere religious devotion; Horvort 


concluddd that Dr. hinthorn was a sham as well as a bully. 


Tho boy found no haven in Newborg. He worked without 


Schook in the morning, where he remained for the droary meoting 
that followed; kfxhxm aftor the mieday meal, he would be forced 
to listen to his uncle rant tprough a Biblo reading until it 

was time to at.tond the Band of ligpo session, the weekly got- 
togothor of tho childron's temperance society; ufter durk, he 
again mst be presunt at pvening sorvices. Sf course, the cattle 
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and horses had to be fed and watered and pastured on Sundays 
just as on every other days? 

In the unequal contest between tho, domineering doctor 
and his resentful nephew, the boy had one weapon to plague his 
advorsary -- silence. The uncle's nagging, the petty meannosses, 
the arrogance could not prod young Herbert into too open 
dofiance or tears; he cultivated the sullen evasiveness that had 
been his refuge in West Sranch. “he two -- uncle and small 
nephew -- regaried oach other with frank hostility; the man 
summoned all the foroe at his conmand, but he could not orush 
his young charge, or even make mich impression on hime 

‘ Mrs. E.Te Woodward, whose husband was a trustee of 
the Pacit{o Academy, remenbered an episode reported many yoars 
afterwards in the press: "Dr. Minthorn came home about nidnight : 
and found Bort had not watered the cows and horses. He hauled 
him out of bed and had him haul sevéral buckets of water out to : 
the barn. The ‘story is told that it was forty, but I had in 
mind it was twelves” Mrs. Woodward also recalled that "Dre 
Minthorn was a firm disoiplinarian,” but she added’ "I do. not 
believe there is azy fountation for the stories ka that he 
was cruel, harsh, and unkinde. sErenee he (Hervert) needed some 
atrict disoiplinest2> - ‘ 

’ me the boy required disciplines the doctor was sebeaints 
“nob badenard ‘dni apptyins. ite Much lates, Herbert Hodver evlesiged: 
he uncie as "a ic novere waaon the Mirfaee, bub Lake. | 
2 Gabtiorg kisaay ad bot Dea ns @ godtcons estisiate ‘Of Dre 
“Rishooga 8 Su exo ery sear petetoe | 
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spersed with sessions in tlie schoolroom and interminable .Sunday 
mootingss His first taste of joy since .leaving West Branch came 
when his Beloved brothor Tad arrived from Iowa at the maggie ' 
boginning of the” senool term of 1887. Tad had grom into a 

tall, .broud-sheuldered, belligerent young fellow of sixteane Ho 
hud not taken to Uncle Davis-at Hubbard -- the Lowa reiutives had 
shipped Tad off to.Oregon with a sigh of relief 2° 

If Dr. Minthorn expected Tad to bo just another hand 
around 610 Acadomy and’ his furm, he misoulouintods fad did not 
like the doctor, nor did his nclots dour oxortations impress 
We him. To Dr. lint iorn'ts dismay, young Aor vert grow increasingly _ oot 


¥obollious, now that he had Tad's supporte The unelo ranted and 


.thre toned, pleided and punished, but the two. boys paid, little 


attention. The situation grow intolerable. RINEEET in eurly spring . 


1808, less than. six iionths: after Tad&s arrival from tho cust, 


thie vbrother's intoimed thetic uncle that thoy woremoving out; thoy 
would board wi'th other Neuborg relutives and find odd jobs toi : ' 


earn their Koepe* . $ 
D.. hinthorn accepted ‘the inevitable. +For his part » 20) 

was nick ia the constant brawling, and in many ways glad to got 

rid of Tad und “erbert. Besides, ‘the doctor had other intoroats 

on his mind} -he hag almost decided to cive up is yosition with , 
the Pacific academy and move to Salen. at last, the long-auwalit 3 
“opportunity,” beckoned in the guiso of lind promotion ‘promising 
eusy’ noney and a chance for a goegottor -- as Dr. hinthorn 
considered nineoltio THe Moe los at last glimpsed tho .prospoct of 
the success ho; so passionatoly covotod. tow that his Salom 
aoquaintunces’ had stumbled on what appearod*to bo a aubo thing, : 
ge douton” ‘tas imputiont to try hin lucke 
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Tho brotters moved. They roomed with relatives, picking 
up work here und tiv re to covorg board and tuition The tnaks were 
ousy cor.pared t tne routine nt t e academy. *hoy found themselvos 
with spuro timo -- leisure to swim and to explore the woods 
around tho sottloment. Tad was rumored to be "wild" -- Ais relatives 
suspected ti at ie smoked and once he was said to have gono to 
a dunce. "ub young verbort used tne spare time for reiding; he 
neized ‘on any book he could veg in tho commmnity, any book excopt 


. the Bible or religious tracts. He devoured novels and occassional 


books on scienco; he puzzled his way through somo’ poetry, und 
he gave partioul arZ attontion to Nintory. ile had no system to 
. his rédddte w- uetually system was out of t o question ‘since he ‘ 
=P ; was dependent on the haphazard libririos of iis rolitives und on 
the limited solection of text books at the acadomy. ‘fo ro:d anythir, 
that came his way, indiscrinimtely, hungrily, now and then trying 
to put the fucts ‘nto some sort of ordor, but mostly amassing 
u confused knowledge without attompting, to pive it forn.?5 
One t«ing, struck werbert as he read -- ho must 3 mehow 
acquire a formal educition. Othorwise, he saw tiimself working 
the rost of his life for men like his uncle. Tad was moro onsy= 
going -- oducation interosted him less than a Job xhthx at 
_ good wagos which he felt would give him indepondonce. Naxrhent 
vanbebxobhaxdndapanionosyximt But Tadts indifference did not 
affoot Horbert!s rosolutionesm However, Horbert know th t school, 
‘ und particularly collogo, cost money; ho docided that in the noxt 
yours ho rust save guomghxhomgakmihxeonpin ex uguinst tho future. 


* Horbo't put aside the books (ho had rond almost ovorything 
availablo in Nowborg) and bogan hunting work. 
Ho hourded ovory ponny boyond tho cost of mongro nocossitics 


S yot xnmw his totul savings mounted with painful slowness. Thony as 
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lost his b.vy chubbiness; his largo mouth hid straightenod, 
t-ourh tho lips still kept his mother's characteristic pout. 
Tho bey seo d older than his yoars, taciturn and unusally 
reserved, but his face rovenled nono of his real moreseness. 
Tho aceidont of ils appearance gave no clue to his somber 
porsowlity; his ApPOuaIAE 1vlertness, the sweet, almost winsome 
quality of his expiession inspired ndults throughout ilorbort!'s 
adolescence and young manhood to take an interest in this 
zongrei lonely boy so intent on wakinest something of himself. 

at Salem, «orbert worked long .ours -- but he was usod 
to th t. Tad .oved wit): im; shortly aftoruards, Ruy and 
Upandmother Minthorn arrived fron Yowa, und the family lived 
toget er for tio fi at time since hylda Hoovor died. Tad was 
fitrully stud; in» to enter Ponn Collego, a small maker 
institution buck in Iowa. When evantnany Dr. Minthorn's 
splendid house was finished out in tho «ighland addition, Morbort 


noved into un attic room, while his grandmother and sister 


— lived in uw small house opposite, and Tad loft for lowa. 


forboert had beon om ployod to porforn tho innumorubdlo 


tusks domunding daily attontion. He kept the office cloun, built 


tho fires, hundlod tho lottors on the coppyinc press(bveforoe curbon 


paper ind typewritors made du;licntion casy), acted as steeror 


© prospécts, and carod for tno horses. Ho also signed up for 


Rares 


“a course we a“ buntneas “act ChooY Yn Silom. tt toe BO eso Bek ot 


Ho id plonty to do, but ho rofused to bo limited vy his 
offico-boy st tua. As buxinoan increasod, Horbert assumed moro 


and more responsibility. Ho discovernd that he was a good 


Vv salehan. Ho hud holpful idonas: when buyers camo in from tho 


oust, thoy usually took booma at ua voumding houso, and sonotimes 


compotitors buttonholed tho oliants of tho Yyegon “and Company 
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oO bofore Dr. Minthorn of Mr. Cook could reach theme Young “orbort 


bvog n to meet incoming trains, piling lug. ago und customers 


into tie compnny carringo and driving thom to rooms whoro tho 
Company could bo sure tho arrivals did not fall prey to othor 
promoters before the partners could show tholr waros. Horbort 
sollocted a conmi ston for t' is sarvice frav the rooning-house 
keopers. Surthernore, since business depended on tdvertising in 
eastorn and nidwest newspapers, HoFbvort begin to write the blurbs, 


and to place thé copy in virions J urnals. 


The Srecpon “and Company oper ted on a simplo schomo: 


it bought wooded and undeveloped lunds on option and sold the 
tracts to would-be prune VWrowors «toa teh price. Tao Sompany agreed 
Q to cleoiwr to low, plant the orchards, and ciro for toe traos 
until thoy. begin to dear. Such pledges nelitaer tho Company 10r 
any other promotion group wero able to fulfill. but for a brief 
your or 30, proriises did rot have to be carricd ot and gules 
wont well. In fick, § rbert decided to invest seve of his am 
inhoritance in an orohamd tit did not yet oxist 28 
The xlvortisomonts ef the “reson “and Yompany made an 
espectal wyyorld i ee: in Iowa; the description, of 
the tracts were Inaginative and glowing -- but go wore the 
prospectuses of n]] other land promotors. Youny oxrbert wooto 
about sunny -orchurds, forthe. bind; lave cropa,.asplo rainy, 
tho absence of blights und dinenses affLleting prune orchanis 
ols whore, ard for geod wsasure added a pwon onti.o hoalthfulness 
of YUregon and the j-trndiso open to uny wise investor fortanate 
7 enough to sottlo on acros sold by tio Crogon Land Co puny. Tho 
advortisomonts woro phrasod in tho onticin, xar«and ullethings-to- 


alle-mon suporiqtivos of a patontemodicino curesnile= but that 


nS 
wea ft o nese, tet Cor of cue wdeou'a, ant ere st of giztren 
Delloved iore of « abo wrote th ep oo tof +t @ mowe ox rbenced 
:eototees whose encorituis er 7b toot aa tha ec dela, 

reer morved o “felortd, oid oe er tinus! aie rewling. 
Bon Cook, ono af tos yovtiners, vee Liel t ft "Bestwes matet ap Poo” 
tiwass on hha joke. ane yt dm wf he Re oe ey, 
anyone vai ted to fing angt imo, fe. oc af cat fh letter mexrcke 
or here Letter mul beer Chiced, toes oko cow ahd tadk sargt 
or Miheco ls Mmebth “oerteto ce Tht vor t im ft owe ais Boe im 
todo wliae wvert 3 Wile | AO eo ely ty ny sat len 
he did tuik, thei. ts ab ct fat tr te he leah o malet, 
his fel dvewor or wou? te yu ty FC OkKS, Poo ere tb 

- 

wervert os "Lo yabetest, tee oe teh Cetoath, aed beara & Snaaite 
riovs Xoy Toover Ind In oar Pf ferecee vit }o« Littla t “le 
next tery dae ., . Yt alos hoe me EP OR ek eek on 


pecle yon it. Thenever fert wart dino at im lis, oo 


AB ouns.Ad ap owes * © t tla Aa bod te 

y Tho Go «eran LiQse Er t em veh caw, tia ty »* om Poe n to 

Faltor. Crocs level ,ed slowly; iely Stef oe Pedsaome pa bes 

in the clreulurs, prano trees mf ered fre Tb bt * Snancts 

a’'o t.o o'n Liptt onfore it ratursd. Poe oo tomabeer. Por an ; 


Crecon ore. urd Pam to vane a orm tee rtends «ff Towa woo dad 
suny treir .onay in tho vonturo bet wore gatting oO vetam. cre 


sattious noighbors and Friends Teskit tat befcra trin, ip tuolr 


savings in tio far-off wildorno s. Silos foll off; tio cverlo d of \ 


tho C pany proved ul,her than the 4, uttners had untichl, ched. The 


Yragon Land Company limpod along, bu br. Kinthorn know that if 


businoss did not pick up substantially, und Lf collections did not 


improve on plots already sold, tho Company faced vankrupteys2? 
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Young Yorbort realized that he hid nothing to gain by 
staying with .ia uncle. Bosidos, if ho wore ye ee a 
colloge, tho timo was now. Ho Lo -rned thit aepnebeesor would 
visit Sglerm from California in search of applicants for a new 
inadetitation cnllod Leland jtanford Junior University, cpening 
in the Cail] of 2091. sorbuct cebted-orpre levee swe tae 
ten went to to tland to ture the entranco oxurninationse: #ith 
alrost no Coral educ tion, with only the odge-podge of knowledge 
picked «sp for to crt parl tn oft-h ors, young Herbert found 
the examingtions overw et ingly difficult. Levorthelors, he 
squecsed tihmrmx bcrouet, in all subjects + cept ceone ry and 
Sn list, tn ow je le filled coyletely to meet the requirements. 
“erbort covld st'l11 follow } is brotier Tad to lorn 
College, who ec t'c entrance stundards were u good de’) lowor tun 
at Sta ford. Mut re was determined to a cid a yaker 22% school 
if ve aia | co ld; he was weer, beyond emturance of religious 
tmantx te.ctin s, plons tricts, tos ecnatrsints of bmx 2 socte 
In Stanford, hq .cuhr find courses on onrineering,, rining, 
geology; during the pust two veirs no . ad not rany sining experts 
und peolorists as they stoyped over in valen, uni io itd grown 
incrersingly interested in mining which ; romised brond opportunitios 
in t.o Cuture. “erbert soover reiwoned f. ¢ «1 degree in encineering 
or geology would opon up rany ci.unc s once he graduited, chancos 
that woudd load to somethin: Migs 
“orbert called on Ur. Swain und Laltingly discussed iis 
hopos. The professor Was ihprossed by the serious, good-looking, 
intent young follow "rom tho frontier, onl: sixteen, vut far rare 
mature than most of the pupils enrolled for tao first yoar at 
Stanford. Dr. Swain was a duakor, rand he Colt uttracted to the 
Quaker orphan who had mido his own way und who talked about 


himsolf with suoh tonguo-tied offort. The foundors of Stanford 
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wanted students; and standards had not yet:been rigidly fixed. Bre 
Swain sugsested thit tke ree pay Palo Alto where the 
/oniversity was Located, and} éoach'ror the next three monthse Then 
Herbert could tuckle the entrance examinations once againe-+ 
Herbert rushed back to Salem to tell his rolatives and : 
to puck his few belongings. He was accompaniod by Pred Williams, 
tne son of Salem's mayor. Fred had also failed to pass the 
Stanford tests. When the mayor learned that Herbert was on his 
way south to California, he called in the voy whose energy and 
resolution xkg und seriousness he admired, and proposed that Herbert 
© coach Fred and room with him tmmax at college. Zn return, the 
mayor offered to buy at the original price the lot Herbert had 
purchased from the Oregon Land Company and in addition to pay 
the boy's fare to Palo Alto. Herbert accepted happily -- he needed 
the money and he bould not soll the lot except ata loss.22 
"he goodbyes were said to the disapproving family. 
In two and one half months, Herbert would be seventeoon. No was a 
woll-built, stocky, intelligent, handsome young man, rmature for 
his ago, self-reliant, ambitious, experienced and rosourceful. 


He had almost y500 in his pocket, not enough to see him through 


a ‘four years of college, but sufficiont to give ‘him-a--good-.start. and. 
. he had no doubts that he could eurn more us he noeded it. He was 
en < at last mannphing escaping from the smugness and restrictions of 

with, rs ‘the Quakers with whom he had lived al1 his iifo. “He nad almost 
. Breed _ Ro education, ‘but ho learned quickly, he wanted to learn, and he: 
ae had amassed more worldly oxporience than most of his college 
hPa 


eee contemporaries. He had“nover knowm luxury or ease; the prospeot 
: of studying hard at college while oarning his’ own way did not 


a feSsencen him, At last ho was his own-mastor; at last no one could 
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force oblisntions on him, ud any task he undertook would ve 
his own free colco. 

The imibppy yeurs in Tow: and Yrogon hud toughened the 
fibre of cerbert sigover'ts charictor. Yo mms unusually closoe- 
mouthed; he distrusted vooyle ind le Ved aifsiculty . aking 
frionds. Fron the fIr-ntlor ho had losrned solf-reliance, 
fortitude, und to expect no favors from unyone. Ty the same token, 
he ‘ad sorbed none of te idealism of the frontior, none of 
3.48 mother's religious fervor, none of the robollious questioning 
of social forms infoctin> wmertcan workingmen wnd Carmors in the 
early ninetios. Trice, “ore t cover respocted the traditions 
of liverty od Jusiice ho a row adont in ttm newspapers ind 
de history books -- Mat se constimed these idens onl: in personal 
terms. Out of ibs own experience (and fron observing Ir. * 4nthorn, 
ud befoveyinkey Crom Lo orins of the “le 'b Pranch rel: tives on 
their prosptrous far 3s), -orbert beliaved tn t fesple fell into 
two cutcgories:those who passively ucsepted their lot in life 
und those wo did not. Fre-dor or bond. @ -- in the 1l.it analysis, 
“he courageous fought thoir vay tot o tcp, @.ile the ot, td, tao 
inforifor, the cowardly submitt‘d to oppression it exp) tation, 
and deserved no bottor. xmxhanxns herbert ul no urge to corpuasion, 
because he was youn; and because ho could not imagine any man 
or owman sufforing more profoundly than “re hind suffered; at 
vest, ‘he-pitied the unfortunate whem reminded of -tiolr misery, - 
bul his ity was akin to contempt. 

Ho nad Raxramp force nnd self-confidenco, tuis lad who 
journeged to Fulo Alto. “o made barsh dominds on htrselfe ot 
Stanford ho expected to prepare for! @ atu lde he pain « position 
in 1if¢ th: t would givo hin ! o power to co..s1nd sthers, ved 4 


wes in Herbert's mind the 
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essence of human dignity. Young llerbert Hoover was a roulist; 
even when he day-droamed, he rejected’ the illusions that most 


boys cherish when they ure seventeen and on their way to college. 
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CHAPZAR IIT 
Stanford University: Bune 189l-June 1895. 


In comparison with anything Herbert Hoover had 
known or his family e8@ oxporionoed, the world he entered when he 
travelled south to California in Jane 1892 was incomparably 
sophisticated. He could have chosen no institution better suited to 
his needs thuf the university which was to open its doors for the 


first time in the Pall. For Leland Stanford Junior University at 


Palo Alto refxzeoted the utilitarian attitudes of « nation shimitag 


elbowing its way into the select company of the Great Powers, 4 


a wr tee / 


a 
nation boseting-thnt "Preedom had become individualism," and. printing 


Sea ad e 


i exultantly to a Manifest Destiny that placed on all Americans the . 


rosponaibility (in the word: of a younger prophet) to plant "American 
law, American order, American civilization, and the American flageces 
on shores hitherto bloody und benighted, but by-those ngancies of 
Yod henceforth to be made beautiful and bright.” 

the emphasis at Stanford University coincided with 
the emphasis ‘erbert Hoover sought for his own life. The founder, 
Senitor Leland Stanford, set reat store on the pragmatic ‘-- as 
was fitting for a leader mf~-4n tho cra of igauatriatisetion and 
expansion. Tho older eastern colleges, particularly Harvard and Yale, 


onrolled ; 
teum the sons of gentlemen and produced a new generation of gentlemen 


(thoughg they were.still -able to. 
who valued culture for its own di: (apeherecemeoanes bedeok ‘the | 
Pleing imperialisn in elaborate rationalizations drawn from poetry 
and philosophy); but Stanford,.for-tte-part, drew its xtudent body from 
the sons of pioneers, farmers, and middle-class merohants, and trained 
them to bo go-getters -- the technicians, engineers, promoters, and 


log-men of tht iaw dawmingsera who wolcomed expansionism for what it 
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offered them in the way-of a profitable career, and who were impatient 
of "pure knowledge” not directly and immediately "useful" in ‘nasbeg, a 
living. "The keynote of American education is efficiency," pronounced 
David Starr Jordan, 

/the first presidmnt of Stanford University. "There will be no 
recognition of superiority on the part of the student af the anoient 
classios over the student in the# technical school...” he oxpalineds 
and Dr. Jordan reassured the new student body -- and the founders, 
Senntor and “rs. Stanford -- that no undergraduate would be forced 
to devote time and energy on BR mere “cultural” studies. At Stanford, | 
the individual was granted full discretion to decide for himself 


the "value" of courses in history, literature, philosophy, the 


languages, the arts, the social soiences -- and it such subjects 
soomed of marginal utility, the student was gree to ignore then. 
O, the opening day, Dr. Jordan declared ‘that "our university has no 
hiatory to fall back upon; no momories of Grext panne teachers to O 
haunt its oorridors; in none of its rooms appear traces which show whore 
a groat man haa lived or worked. Yo tender associations cling, ivy- 
like, to its frosh new walls. It is hallowed by no traditions. It is 
hampered by none. Traditions and associations it is ours to makOeces — 
Strong men ‘make unfversitios strong..." At-Stentord, bhe aim was to 
propare young people for “personal success and dareoct usefulness in 
the-expanding’ worldret finance, trade, and zaxnaueani'x conmeroe. 
"Herbert Hoover found the college buildings still 
unfinished when he arrived at Palo Alto. And he learned that the 
now university where, Senator Stanford:hoped: "The children of 
California shall be my children" was scoffed at by commentators as 
the folly of an oxhibitionistio and expansive robber baron. The 
founder's partner, Collis P. Huntington, called the Senator “a damned 
old fool," and considered the lavishmess of the endowment only 
anothor inatanoe of Stanford's life-long passion "to paint himself 
red and olimb a pole." Huntington drasuibly dismissed the university 
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as "Stanford's sansua.®’s judgment echoed By the many who predicted 
that the fiftecnauntensars professors kktex hired by Dr. Jordan to ¢ 
. qeuneh: the firat semoster would "leoture to empty benches in marble 
halls" ~~ aftor all, the’ state university at Berkeley, less than 
fifty wiles away, attracted only three hundred students. But the 
Senator, with "the ambition of an emperér and the psyche of a peanut 
vendor" (in theo estimate of another business asscotate) was a 
stubborn man, not to be dissuaded by ridicule. He and his wife 
conceived of 
had mataxet®t the university as a memorial to their beloved son, the 
only ohild who had died of typhoid fever at the age of fifteen. The 
Stanfords dedicated 8300 acres of "The Faym" in Yalo Alto to this 
intellectual center of the West, as well as $5,000,000 of their 
personal fortune (to be augmented on their death by an estate ostimatod 
by the Senator at $30,000,000) Thear philanthropy would provide, 
free of tuition, the finest education money could buy, to-yeungemen 
and_wonen—of-the-West. And in the policy statement transfering the 
gift, Senator Stanford instructed the trustees to "prohibit 
sectarian instruction, but have towards the immorality of the soul, 
an existence of an all wise and benavolen’ oreator, and that obediance 
to His law is the highest duty of mane ‘ 
. The university was five years in the planning and 
building. The Stanfords toured the nation, summoning educators to 
their private railroad car for conferences. They wanted the “beste” 
The Senator had a flair for the biggest and the most pretentious -- 
he had built an ktstemex hideously ornate palace for himself and his 
wife on Nob Hill overlooking San “ “pancisco Bay ("I saw no other 
that ravelles it in size," ‘testified a visiting Mmgatekaxext? 
Engliatnan).’ Steatoré had long collected cultural objects,in the 
‘selection of which ho exeroised all his natural bad taste: he oramned 
nae turreted, marble-pillared mansion with copies of famous paintings, 
»ieeptes of. famous statues, copies of mosaics, copies of tapostries, 
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figurines, oriental carpets, vases, and lmrtnwebrag bric-a-brao ~~ 
(quite correctly) 
all the costly appurtances. of grandaur which he felt tx heightened 
his importance in the commnity and his reputation as a patron of the 
arts. ke ‘Rigseavars: ho saan acpensive thoroughbred horszes on thodees 
tract at Palo Alto; he bought andplanted "Incomparably the largest 
vineyard in the world"; he toured the Ventral Pacificts vases empire 
in a sumptuous private car with a roseé-wood salon and lavish 
Victorian ornamentation; and he descended on Europe in the high style 
of an oriental nabob, sompberly to view ancient cultures for his 
edification and with an eye to additions for his "collection." 

Slow, heavy, inarticulate, rather stupid, none too 
ethical, kindly, and profuse, Leland Stanford had, xtumgm through no 
particular ability of his own, amassed a princely fortune. Like so 
many of the millionaives of the Gilded Age, Stanford just happened to 
be on the spot when a killing could be made for the asking. Along with 
Give other merchants of Sacramento, California, Leland Stanford, then 
a wholesale grocer, had been persuaded by Theodore Judah to form the 
Central Yacific Railroad Company ~- an impressive title for a parbner- 
ship lacking a railroad or sufficient capital to build one.But the 
booming city’ of San “rancisco needed ‘an overland connection with the 
East; the company formed in 1859 proposed to build a line over the 
Sierras to mect the Union FaSterSs: pushing west from Omaha. Stanford 
was named president of the co: ‘pats “The Civil War proved of inmeasure= 
able aid to the partners, since it opened the way for munifiéent 
subsidies and facilitated Collis P. Huntington's manaptlations in 
Washington, D.C. Along with land grants, watered stock, and 


- “4nancoments" paid to the right people in Congress, the Sacramento 


merchants were able to zxxkm complete tramratixrazm their project where 


others had failed. Zen yoars after the partnership came into existence, 


four of tho original organizers had grown fabulously wealthy -- 
Hopkins, Crocker, Huntington, and Stanford wore many times millionaires 
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as ourly as 1870. 

Stanford dit not bother with construction details. 
His inclinntion Sng took him into politics; by 1862 he had managed to 
got himnelf eleobion governor of California -- the war governor of 
bhe young Kepublican Barty -- from which vantage point he was able 
through prestige and through his personal intervention enormouslg—te 
mupunax to smooth the way for the Ventral Pacific. When the two-year 
gubernatorial term ended, he did not soek reelection. But he remained 
heud of the state Kepublican organization, even while he devoted himself 


his authority within the Central Pacific was 
to railroad affairs. Yot \moxeXxnesamnonenthanxbkoxnomtnehsdeadiet 


never more than nominal, since Collis P. Huntington kept the reins of 
control tightly in his own able hands. This did not prevent Stanford 
from withdrawing rogal sums from the railroad treasury; in five months 
of 1877, for example, the ox-governor took out $276,000 for his 
personal use, five times the amount drawn by “untingon, nine times the 
nveds of Crocker, and 340 times those of Hopkins. With prodigal 
hand, Stanford indulged his passion for display, travel, collecting, 
breeding, horses, and cutting a figure both in the West and nationally. 
The hopes of Stanford and his devoted wife centered 

dn their bright young son. But Leland Jynio was stricken in 1884 
while tte 3tanfords were touring Europe, and the boy died before his 
sixteenth birthday. His parents were overcome by grief; in the ond, 
they blunted their despair with plans to use their wealth? to erect 

* a fitting memoftal for their adored childe At first they inolimed 
togatad a "miseum of artistic and natural curiosities"; oniy 
subsequently did they concelve of a gro.t university -- an temt 
institute of learning with a practionl upprosch coinoiding with the 


. 4 needs of life us Stanford had experienced them as a poor farm boy 


in How York, @ morohant in California, and finally as a Cinanoier and 


Mo, ls ao 2 
i gat tesmans :At the oeremony in 1887 to lay the cornerstone of 
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the universitg¢'s inner quadrangle, Stanford xemstated his ideas on 
educution: "The great masses of toilers ure now canpelled to perform 
such an.umcunt of labor as makes life often wearisome...cducation, 
by teaching the intelligent use of machinery, is the only remedy for 
such waste." 

In the midst of plans for the memorial, Stanford 
suddenly announced his desire again to hold public office. Por 
twenty yours, since he had served as governor, he had enjoyed the 
authority surrounding officiels of the war years. Unhappily, 
reputations of the sixties lost their lustre during the subsequent 
exposures of graft and malfeasance. Inxathxprombttity Stanford 


valued public acclaim; in ali probability, his waning prestige as 

a stnutesman prompted him to run for the United States Qeonate in 1885. 
Whatever the reason, his decision seriously upset the plans fm of 

the Central Pacific and Collis P. Hyntington. the railroad had 

already promised to back Aaron A. Sargent, and the promise was 
tantamount to election, since the railroad controlled @ majority af in 
the California legislature. Sargent, a close personal friend of 
Stanford, had served the Yentral Pacific faithfully in Congress and y 
subsequently in the Senate; he had vetired twelve yeurs previously, 
but now he planned once ngain to reenter public life. Sargent's 
candidacy needed only Stanford's personal endorsement, which was 

taken for granted. Unexpectedly, Stanford announced !:is opposition 


:  ato-his old. friend.and retainer,..and the railroad was forced, to dxep - . 


fs former commitments and swing behind its president in order to 
prevent an open scandal. Stanford won the election in the Legislature -- 
the price of siotery to the railroad was conservatively estimated at 
$100, 000 | -- vie Stanford's orratio behaviour and his egotism so 
snbusiated Huntington, the power in the Central Pacific, that 
Huntington's contempt for his partnor, which-he-had in the paat more or 


oe 
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less concealed in the past from the public, changed to open, vengeful 
hostility. Stanford's passion to sit in the Yenute wus to cost him 
the presidenoy of the railroad and to cause him serious financial 
aiffioultios that tnciicexfatmna endungered the existence of the 
young university.? 
+ \ 
In the three months between his arrivak at: 


Palo Alto and the fosmal opening of the university, Herbert Hoover 


has two problems to solve: he must oatch up sufficient). in his 

studies through coaching and special lessons ‘to pass the entrance 
examinations; and he must find ways to earn his living while at 
college. He crammed assiduously for the examinations. “nthematics 
came easy; he had a smattering of American history from the yeur of ° 
reading in Newberg and the sporadic schooling at Paoific Academy; he 
mansged to piok 1 sufficient information to answer the routine 
q uestions on liberature. He passed examinations in these subdjests. But 
he did: not pass the test in written English. It was Dr. Joradan's 
resolve that all students, regardless of the c urse they chose in 
college, should be able to write "plain English.” Those who met the 
entrance tbequirems:ts were "excused from any further work in the art 
of writingesceeall students who need such sbudy in the dniverstty are 
simply insufficéently prepared for college work." Hoover was 
4neuffioientiy prepared. He was allowed to enter Stanford:on-condition xm. - - 

that he oloarg@ up this inadequacy during his college yours. 

Thore was nothing xaam atrange about “oover's 

dnability to write good Mglish; what was signifioant, wholly aside 

from his ignerance of grammar and xaxsanaxmme sentence structure, vas 

the tongue-tied, faltering, ponderous quality of his apeeoh -= und 

therefore of his writing. He retained no echo of the frontier whore 

he had spent his life, or of the Bible which he had heard and reud 


5 ~ 
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throughout his marky childhood. Hoover's bnrokground was not too dissimilar : 
to Lincoln's -~ the speech of many Americans raised on the frontier 
with little more than the Bible to read, was rich in feeling and poetic << 
in expressfon for all the lapses in grammar. But Hoover showed no memory oG 
of the simple Quaker address: he talked and wrote a halting, baye, Eee 
stumbling pramauoxpramkapx prose, attributable, perhaps, to his shyness 
and the reticence he had practiced since his father's death. Even 
more, however, Hoover seemed suspcious’ of words, anxiously shying away 
from them, as though he disliked --and distrusted -- the feel of them. a 
Kuch later in life, this characteristic inadequacy both in writing 
and speaking--~ at least, in public appearances -- proved a severe 
handicap to Yoover. He made a graceless, colorless, awkward sppmzranse 
impression on audiences, so that he appeared uneasy, ‘lacking ig pokso, 
and worse, suporficiah and often unfeeling. fhte As a result, judgements 
of :im by thoss who did not know him intimately were neither accurate 


’ 


_nor particularly helpful. 
In his second task, to earn a living, Hoover easily found 


solutions. He had been earning his way for several years in Oregon, and 
not in routine jobs, but maxm ky but by assuming more and more | 
authority and taking on responsibilities tiotnumaxbxtogmsfichtexagex ! 
beyond the capacity of most boys of his age. When he worked for his | 
unole, Dr. Minthorn, he had learned to look around for opportunity; | 
hoe looked argund when he arrived in Palo Alto, and before the oolloge 

Opened, ‘had persuaded’a ‘local laundry to’ let him aet as its agent on 

the canpuse He Shem@ had been assigned by Dr. Jordan to ‘a room in 

Encina Hall, ar eae ee "the first one," Dr. Jordan wrote 

in his reminiscences, "to whom I assigned a room...this being No. 38". 

Ana there “oover in his quict way mat the professors as they arrived 


‘for the first term, and ror all his bashfulness, he made a go dyer 


4mpression to be appointed assiotant rogistrad at a small salary 
when the first semester opened. im With tuition free, Hoover ne 


-9~ 2 
neoded about $200 to pay all his oxponses for the first year. Ho 
Yad his small nost-eZg of inheritance and savings to fall back mas 
ont but ho was able to find jobs that did not take too much time away 
=ron his studies to xmpperk defray most . his sea aectae W Tes 

Hoover liked Stanford. He ikea” “ine independence, from 

relatives, tho Sanktugnunfxhintmemtuxex oscppe from the-naseouress-ct- 
Quaker restrictions and formalisms, the feeling that he was es@use- 
preparing himself fo> a life which would take him away forever fron 
the poverty, tho pettiness, the frustration.of his early yoars in 


Iowa and Cregon, For the first time once -nte-gameitorkntextingdaie- 
kt whee QL, 


early pestoed, he--SEh-he— bal engedya lace wm, he, Loumdna. 


dol 
miliou mixta to which he could give his affootion, his loyalty. 


Teassuvance~weedt tho security he needed so badly after the en > 
Vacate s icy / cin 4 LAL. aol th Bland & 


yorrs. His allegiance to Stanton, augmented by 


df- the Pionner Class, seas pentanaspuoamntex” prorount-nit-omermaed 


throughombeieds-difesPer arr Ws gave. ne much more sas a formal 
Koa . 0 peeerr tier: Ut Agent 


siummbtenhx education. hadest his 


L 
nover escaping Prem the ie daha a narrowness of the village and 
wt Of oy Ae meny ray 
the farm, doubts as—se his om ability and he-wetey- ener his 


infoeriorityse He =, as well as the next fellow at Stentisbes vesiate; 
CA MMe 
-he made.. ees onda: ome. bpd ted hss ‘in the. life ofthe. « ‘ » and 


iva ~ 


of 
his professor beidemed ia him and tedden that hoe had the, p oekings of 
a success irweim -- in fact, if ho wished, he mignt go tary tana Herbert 


ZERX fear; ef — 


phon Weyer 
Hoover wished, to go far, with-att-tte-wewl. 
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‘ ; CHAPTER. TIT | ; 
> Stanford Gniveraity -~ Jane jas. = Gotober, 1895 


Orv a bre Outzin. eal i: . zm) 
On. the opening dayo of the xxx Leland Stanford Junior. University, 
eT Herbert Hoover joined theeether sod stun, of whom Shtmoe 350 were 
freshmen like: himself, to dreten to tin speeches that-se-sould formally 
tt OTST SA aie anenies Thesprosidant, Dr. David Starr 


oh fist eres 
/ Jordan, eld an wmbpella over the head of the founder, Senator Stanford, 
Ceceicee heats % $4, baguees’, dypdx 


‘$o protect him from the ‘unseasonable seh; has 
Whonshe- cane-forwani_on_the platfom.to-dgliven-b}e-penterousoraticn. 7 
van called on God to bless a et wenture in philanthropy, 
and as befitted a financier and stexsen, product of the era of, Rat iene dest 
industrialization and expansion, ‘the Senator sak.gnea te me the- 
tlt pragmatic Like most Americans in high places during the Gilded Age, 
the founder was keenly aware of the nation's ieoxtgemh Manifest Destiny; 
h along with most other of his 


©: and ‘he recognized, 
, . 8 a) F ‘ 
nighepiabed countrymen the mam responsibility (in the words of a younger’ 
prophet) to plant "American law, American order, American civ SEERERES 
and tre American fiage..on ‘shores hitherto bloody and ‘benignted, but 
by those agenoies of God, henceforth to be made beautiful and bright." 
wx By. October 1891, "freedom had 


become gndtvidualien, and at the Senator's college, the young men and 


werd 
- women the West wexeebo be taught how to ve freee * ~ 
hes +d se) urfinelady os 
: Or all sides of the immmumnzimnx:- 1oy;-miaston-~style ‘putldings “of 
Arr 
roe tan“ san astone-topped-by-red-tiles ~stretahed, the: wheat fields of 
A tay tF gu es 
ae the..Senator's SWAT OT farm. Here and _there, landscape architects had 


' ‘ cholo La Ue The ak TT a 
fb pieinesay pains § and ha ees thon! bie tntrondtt-pre ae a stately 


i dae fe nn A rite! 
' “setting for thé_neat_arcadese The’ platform had been built in the center 
dy ors Sigh « Osprditert, Ua Mapact- ¥ 


of the hollow square formed by the buildings-and-£raming the Memorial 


nA AA Aes 
Chapel, with.it glittering facade of imported mosaic. The lawis and formal 


A a : so iia mie 


; 


distance, . aw’ a. packdsop. 
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ty Pe a See | . : 
‘Zee | % rye te 8 rr : awe tos 
n a : ; . 
« * ara . al raat . 


‘gardens’ mat amait ‘tne acpaiture of ‘thé. ‘Gonttraotion “ginga Ta ‘the: 


wae » és Pa nes i 
z Le, of sterbiideags 5. ma <5 ; 


‘Gluaters of, oak(nees,,. Look ng, ‘ike darik gneén. miashooms 5: dottea’ ‘the: oe 


rolling yellow-brown: hills of the. ‘Coast Range. Here’ eri, the ‘wast A Sad 
Stantora ACTOS ,. Herbert Hoover heard. the; solexn words that, dpened. 

a new life ‘for ern ‘He felt .& glow of. ‘self-importance. ‘and. satisfaction 
“when. Dre. Jordad proudiy.,(and. with, full. knowledge. -of. the. ‘bisks ahead: for 
an institation aopendont on the generosity of two. aging founders) 
enpuasined that "our sutvesatty has no history, ‘to fall back ‘upon no 
memories of rset: teachers to haunt’. its corridors; in none - of its pins 
appear traces which show where a. great, man has lived ‘or wonkbac No * 
tender associations cling, Avy-Like, to its £renh new wallss It is: 
hallowed by. no traditions. It is hampered by moans Traditions énd 
associations it is ours to makee+eStrong. men make Matrer sites strong 85 ' 
The ain was to prepare young people for "personal success and direct. 
anseuineus® ina wrid mevoued to finance, trade, ‘and SROMMETES oe. 
In the three noriting ‘botreen his arrival at Palo Alto and the 
formal inauguration of the university, yarng—Heahest Hoover had solved 
his two most pressing problems: he. had caught up suf cient in his 
studies through coaching and special lessons to ahucoze-by: the 
‘entrance requirements; and he had found ways to Gain his living while 
“at? college. He had gone directly from the railroad station at Menlo 
‘Park to Adelante Hall, a preparatory sovool for girls, where during 


the summer vacation he was given & room.in return aed taking care of-, 


the cow and horse, and ig by doing odd jobs he had: pata for the, 
necessary coaching and board. He had crammed assiduously for: the : 
“ examinations. Mathematics came easily;, rflnaa a smattering of American 
history ffom his year of reading in Newberg and the sporadic “schooling 
at the Pacific Academy; he had picked up sufficient xnemaxt information 


Sa, ee € 43 ote 
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n° 


"% oxouséa from any. further work in the art: of writings ,.all. students Who. 


ht. 
& b nite-epeooti{——and-thevatasa ot nio-wrftisg: He retains 
subs dus eae pe aa 
echO ‘of the frontier where ‘he had spent his lifes no memory of the 


wo. 


ito: ‘answer the. routing qiedtiois, in Literatures: But! he. faile4. the- test in 
written’ English, and: Dr. Jordah: was: firmly, resolved. that. all students ’ 


regardless: of the. Sourses’ they. ‘chose: at: oollege;..sholild ‘be: able. to-. sag 


waite a "plain Bngiish,* Those’ who met. the eiitrance:requivendats were. 


neea such - Btudy in::the ‘university ‘are ‘imply: ‘Aniauffictently prepared’ 


for college orice "23, Hoover was. ‘ingurriotently preparéd., He was Sg 
admitted ‘to Stanford ‘On : eo condi tion ‘that: ‘he would ‘clear up this dnade~ 


# 


quacy. eens. his. college yearse - 
There was nothing | Strange, about Hoover's inability to write 


eee English; what. was. significant ’ wholly aside from his: ignorance of. 


= are and _ Sentence. structure, was the’ tongue-tied, ee a ete Rm uneasy 


ee Ue 


simple Wnaker forms he had heard in West Branch aoa Newberg, nobiry 
fnmbtngntax trace of the Bible vometaxed; though he had read and recited 
“tts si dadences througout his childhood. The speech - ‘of Americans 
raiser” ‘on the ‘frontier’ With-latt2e more thiun_tha BISia-tO=Himd, was 
ogagariauta aA friatcy 
usually réch-iifeeling. and’ ‘poetic Gh Supression f6r all the lapses in’ 
SOMA» But Hoover talked. and wrote a halting, bare, stumbling Prose, 
He shied away from words as shiemegibonx ae he di sliked ani distrusted 
4 » * « « 


the taste of ‘then. < 
In his second tase: to Sind aces nae a living,: 


Hoover had little Aiffioulty. He had made his. way for several years in 


regon = =e and not in routine. “Sobe. From. the time’ he was fourteen, 

hethook he had assumed: authority, far beyond ‘the capacity oto boys. 
When he worked: for. his ‘uncle, Dr.’ Mintyorn, ‘he had learned to look around’ 
for opportunitiess and at Stanford he axes ‘on his. past exporsence ei . 
soon had persuaded a San T66. ‘Laundry: to let him act as its agent -on 
the campus. When he, was assigned a room in Encina -- "this being ‘Noe set 


seer on See Se a | Hi em er ce 


: \ 

. : x 

~4- ¥ 4 ' 5 s » 

Dr. Jordan: recalled as his ‘veming nehoos #3 Hoover met: ‘the professors 
io 

os. thayteped for’ the first te dy, and for all his bashfulness, iade 


ettticr why wed ALrG OAL Y beets fd fuelest 1 gut jth ood oe 
a good Seeeseiee on them and got himself appointed at a small salery 


as assistant registrar to ‘help take care of Arriving students. With 
tattton free, Hoover need about $200 to pay alieityxexyeimss for the = 
first yeare He had his small mmobxmiinegs nest-ogg of savings and “ 
inheritance to fall back on; and he was able to find jobs that did not ; 


take too much time from his studies to defray most of his the Bley 
Hoover ctownedancettachuentles Stantord tet 1 réplaged-his 

: gtd SO bstuc The flats? ¢ 
-tonging=for-ea home , zx family, a_place—in-the world. He valued above 
all the independence, the escape from Quaker restrictions ami formalisms, 
the feeling that he was finally preparing himself for a life that would 
remove him forever from pamaxhy the poverty, the pettiness, the fammitamm 
fnonkrxhionazmminesimah frustrations of his early fears. At Stanford,he 
found security. His allegiance was all the BEECHESY, because he belonged 
to the Pioneer Class. And the-uni versity was Snantne ideal. fora 
practical ber like Hoover. The. older eastern colleges, particularly 
Harvard and tate » enrolled the sons of gentlemen and produced a new 
generation of gentlemen who valued culture; but Stanford recruited 
its student body from the sons of pioneers, farmers, and middle-class 
merchants who considered culture a luxury. The university trained 
undergraduates to be go-getters -~ the technicians, engineers » promoters, 
and leg-men of monopoly capitalian, impatient of "pure knowledge” since 
it was not inmediately useful in earming a Living. * 

Dr. Jordan, scientist, pacifist, and energetic mums 
ano eh fe he winded Metin 

mystic, » Xatim foll—+ ith 8 utilitarian-approach—to-education. 
He considered himself a pioneer; hmaw he was grateful to the crude and 
often didactic Bee ee for Wes “chance rie mm a great educational 
institution where he-could_put theory, : into practice -- mmmnakw somewhat 


tempered by concessions to the Sees. am his energetic wife. "the keynote 
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mie of American. edugation is. “ef fiotency,'! nd. Dre. Josdasi stoha ‘the: ‘studeiit. Boy, 


and. Herbert Hoover was profoundly: snpNeinea ; and: reassured. ‘Siners: wait 
be no recognition of superiority, on tne part of. the student! ‘of’ the, ale im 
ancient classics over the ‘student in -the Soghnical school," nf Dre. Teun - 


continued. He: stressed’ those courses’ which sais equip. Stanford:. graduates 
i ah) Whuese . apie un U7. tut Of Wt Th 


to make a-mark in the world o competition. Ko-pauas riled, thaben 


no applicant for a degree would be forced to devote: ‘time. to studies Of. ft 
merely cultural value: the individual was: granted full discretion. to." ‘ 
depige or himself the Possible Panera ftom lectures on history, / 
literature, philosophy,. the languages,. - the Artsy, the Social soiencesy= “i 
and each undergraduate was free to 4 gore subjects Re considered of: 


marginal utility. vey >) as ae . oo : 

This suited Hoove me his first. half year he: took algebra, | 

mechanical engineering;,-—linear and, free-hand drawing, and mechanical. 

, shop works He did not want to clutter, his mind with extraneotis, Sdeds' : 

that did not have direct bearing onvhis. zuxanm career, —-watonithie | 
ia Geosded woutdebetn soins) ne theverasty did not give a degree 

nf ia mining engineering,~batVwhen Dr. John C. Branner arrived, with a i 
well-established repitation in keology, Hoover joined: his Soaxaarand 
decided that he could gubxaxekaxt substitute the. related coupses for ' 4 
spaatitenthamn He" more concehbrated work in his specific field. 

0 &©. Branner_took-a~1iking. 1 to the serious-undergraduate. He was an 
outspoken man, noisy, sngjupimemfuthx enjoying &,,g00d: ‘Laugh: He had 
femmanigx formerly been professor of Geology at ‘Indiana University when 
Jordanhad~been 


president, and previous. to. that he had 


Nap 


attended Cornell with Jordan (the greatest number of Stanford professors | 
hadehoen receuited from Cornell). He had served waxiixfix as head of the 


UsSs Geological Survey for the sgate of Arkansas, and ‘he was ‘reputed = 
‘ { 
- one of the leading. geologists an the . ‘country. He. had a informal manner, 


énthusiasn, and amgax prided himself on ore a witty ana sought after 


; 


» 


O 
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anbepampaien stoiyatelsi{ Mothes Héover's: eapidetneds. touched: “niin, 

or he was Ampresaéa’ bY. the Dazts, Samtre: to. "Bot: cabgad: iat the. mea worl, 
Branner. Koctouto ‘hin, * and’ ‘before. a ‘senator: haa’, ena, he, nt: ‘employed 
“Hoover as be 5é office assistant,y. pacoxaxatbcaske sins ein waerianbetex 
Shamatie gahng ind HEzpaTO TE eeowerTS_ The: "position. was net ‘one of 


grave responsibilities," Branner recalled. twenty. years later} "pat at 


x 


was £ _the kind that plainly, “shows “the stutt’ ayouhg: main’ is mado-of e+e: "2 7 
When something had to be dore, he did. 46 whother ‘he: liked ‘at or didn't. 
like a poteEs. he made a mimheicaan mistake anywhére along the ‘Line,.. he. 
recognized ‘it, acknowledged it, and “said it. ‘wouldn't happen xexitona Sin 
again, and it.never did." ; a 

‘ The first college year passed uneventfully.: Hoover. worked. ‘ah 
hard, ‘at times handicapped by lack xfixpmm of preparation. His spare time . - 
was taken up with various jobs to- earn a- living. He Joined: “Dre. Brenner, s- 


_Seology Club and gave a’ paper Aisoussing netghbo ood. sialon. of 
: so. 


basaltic columns. Dr. Branner was’ 60 iipreided’ te rs 
employed Hoover auEans, he sumer  vacdtion ‘al an assistant on the. 


" Arkansas Geological Survey. Hoover made $65 a month, most of which he fo. 


F » meee 
in: meee eeameentcas * . ca 
The university, nad], survived, one whole. teaching year, which 


4 
was, able to eaves 


“ surprised almost_everyone, including the faculty. and the s tudent bodye 
RIE 6 pre the eee where ‘Senator Stanford Rare 

-hoped "the children of California uae be my. chiidren," was considered’ 

by most conmentators as: the folly of : an exhibitionistic and expansive 
robber barone Simt The founder's partner, Collis Pe ‘Huntington, ealled 
the Senator a "damned old fool,” and considered ‘the lavish endowment: 

only, another instance ‘of Stanfora! 8. ‘life-long: passion to "paint himself : 
red and climb @ poles"? Huntington ‘drritably dismissed the university as 
"Stanford's edrous," a judgment echoed by, many, who. predicted tionchkea ‘tha t 


? ek 
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| During his :uoeamaees yoar, ‘Hoover moved out ‘of! Pnoina aly 
where ee of — the male undergraduates Lived 3 ‘tmto Romero Hall, a-- 
cooperative. He na’ lost his jon. 3 “janitor aaanaininas when ne founders 
paid a? surprise visit ‘to hn Enecina and ‘ai scovered Eh student janitors 
failed to keep the rooms: even, reasonably oleane Hosver ‘compendated for. 
oe by managing a recently formed ‘eating oly . received 
no salary but was piven board aha ‘lodging for his efforts. The weooee 
"year at Stanford was quite routine. gltfo: went on a trip to collect + 
fossil specinons, and with seven other classmates designed and built," 
under Dr. Branner' s direction, a relief map of Arkansas to po exhibited 
at the Chicago World Fair; the map was‘not completed in tine for the 
exhibition's opening, ‘but in aa end was shipped eff tardily to. CYicago. 
Once again, during the suwser “vacation, Boston worked for Banner's 
survey at $2 a day and expenses. . 

‘He had completed half his course at Stanford. He had not yet 
succeeded in removing the condition in English; and he had neither the 
time nor the interest to take part in: organized ahtletics. Besides, - 
he was small for his age and not too ncbuets He had, however, made , 
satisfactory sie aad in those studies. which interested -- geology 
and engineering. He had formed some friendships oward . the end of his 
sophomore year, student politics became a Gentral concern: on the campus, 
mda Hoover found hinself associated with the ; 
aidevernauate politicians. By the beginning of. his junior year a fight 
for control of student wes offices had intensified between a monbers 
of the fraternities who had taken control of the athletic cones) and 
the "parbarians" outside the graternity system. Hoover was sufficiently 
popular -- and he had "aaawosal a reputation for reliability and 
efficiency -- to get himself elected class treasurer in January 18946 
“ater he xmmmmnmazt entered pie Conroy for business manager of the 


xb 


ve _ -badtding ‘penained a nextixozemi - quick-order wentaurant) and: after he: 


’ student nbtisbabory, They: patiy, Palo. ‘ad toy ind Lose’ ‘imensthe: showagim— ~ nts 4 
| 


we Xs 


strugele. cant eee soritired sof! sttident affairs, Pan. cagnetn ssh o} rib. ( 
rt snes 12 the. - | 


< so-called pans" ts be: a. vote~ ~gettor auong’ ‘those ‘students. ‘he, aia: bot. 


n he 


‘room -in Bneina Halt. "For the iiost part, these. poorer’ grim, finderighaaiiates: 


had: moved» into “Ehe Camp", fa “group of three rough. whitewashed ahiacics os 


\- 
ae ‘originally- used. to houses construction. rani. workers: Atte. fourth, ae | 


7 : swoxkers moved out, ocoupied by those boys mamitkngurhx -¢ for. max ‘cheap 


go 


. lodgings... Because Hoover was working his way, ‘through sokibaes the.’ 
athenbogiet ‘Beem the ‘parbs" felt that his “name on thew ticket would 
help their chancese Accordingly, with Mester Hinsdale running for’ the ; i 

“. presidency of the Associated Students and tigcgent. Hicks for manager of 
the. football tean, Herbert Hoover was nominated for student-body *: of 
treasurer. The newly arattepy ¢ constitution provided: thst the treasurer, . 

' would. receive $400 a year for his- services -- an xa inomiamoctak 


eo 


-astronomical amount for Héovers The xhmientex nia jority of the students; 1 


however, objected to this professionalisn, and after -the eaapaeen was. 
Ao tts Ab te that Ande 
well under way, the "gree H" tickeh decided their. Chamass wainlaehe 


‘ 


“! i) 
% Hoover publicly pledged hinself to accept | no Balacty and 


offerffi-his services mhkomh without caupensatione’ s 

. The canpaign for office “inahankihion sa.0_hoSIF=SOHESTTEA, ae 
and—towere<tiiesmnd grew mhhheay acrimonius. apa _student nagezine 
commented sfremmtheclections wenezarer that ‘roopdbobies “of spreading - i 
untrue reports’ concerning some of the candidates ‘are absolutely without | 


fustiftoation. ..If solicitationst or’ yotes are made let the merits of 


the candidate supported “pe, ‘urged, not the ‘aefects of an ‘opponent. -At all 


as 1 
, events, et the truth of statements be, a ean aa even, if ‘tbirades 


« 


are to be made against an opposition candidate." 
Hoover proved a dogged and at tines ruthless. cx paigner. ' 


Aa 
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‘Studies were eoneseien while the candidates. electicneered; Dr. Horaan 
mildly weusenked that he seemed to be president of. a "Junior Tonmany | 
Hall". rather tnaitle university. The: enoe balloting failed to give 
-a majority to any ticket; in the run-off, the "Three H" candidates 
yron snail leads, with Hoover ‘receiving the least impressive majority 


f 


Neer 
Buta had ren, along with Hinsdale and Hicks. He was now 2 


of 88’ votes out of the 652 cast. 


campus figure of inaportance. He expanded with thas—recognition. He 
participated in more of the undergraduate activities. He was chosen . 
@e chéiruan of a committee of two to investigate the laundry situation 
in the spring of 1894, a problem that greatly: concerned “ra. Stanford. 
Hoover 's report opposed the existing cooperative as ifefficient, and 

- favored instead the submission of sealed bids by commercfal laundries 
off the campus. Whether xxmx his om job as agent for an outside 
laundry affected his decision was not discussed. 

The vacation between nie _dunior and senior year was spent 
na the. UsSs Geological Survey hoadea by Waldemar’ Lindgren. Dre Branner 
had decided to visit Europe; but he yade sure that-his protege had a 
“sumer job. Hoover had actuebhy not’ planned to work!during his last 
vacation, and had joined Zour aNiene friends on 2 sandr ‘ca mpirg 
tripe The party had hired a pair of horses ‘and a wagon, loaded the 
wagon dowm with plankets, food, and equipment, and had set. off 
across the Spxakn San, Jaoguin pastes. and the Sierra foothills for the 
Yosemite valley. On arriving, Hoover" pecs vem a telegran offering hint 
a chance to join the Lindgren guwaye Renee stages nor railroads 


were running because of a strike; but Hoover rolled bacon and coffee 
SS 


and a few other necessities into a blanket and started off on a ninety 
mile hike across the mountains and the hot interior valley’ to Stockton 
where he was able to get aboard a river boat and ride the rest of the 
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way to thé réndezvous. matin ine aapadivion a = - ae : 

HAs, last, year i college vax ‘ePammed with ietivitys, Aside: fron pin” 

was ‘autios a3: txedsirer | of the siident ‘Wody, She inaagsa. 12 Teotube Bunsen 

“Sade brought Willian Jonninés: Begen, to ‘Stanford - =~, before. Bryan! tg aa 4 

nomination for p'ésiaent by the Bemocbatio a The Lectures paid, * 
well and Hoover. prospordde Wyeth: ee student. officers, che é 


organized: public footbald contests: ‘betreen. the University of Ghieage’ and. 


excused, even by chm “the Harrassed Dr. Tomtan; because of the financial | 
difficulties plaguing the university \and threatening £6 shuty it oils 


Seenees Stanford had died in 18956 the founder's estate was. tied YP 


y 


in the’ courts; wiere , the U.S.. governnent = attensting to ‘recover : 


funds pavance’ to the Central Pocific Railroad 
_ ar hipaa: 


et 
2° 


‘Stanford in San ¥yancisco and. Los Angeles: THis barnstorming ‘Was q 
| 
{ 
| 
r 


arteTtig lod ie ; 
— peen diverted fron the original purposes of the “oan. “Goh Lis 


a 


P. Huntington, not a man. He Borget grudges, was deliberately - making sar 
more difficult-for his a parther! 8 university, .cerrying-ttexmrhis 
Sana settle g¢g ing Banter Sonar Sethe theta The "Ehree, H” > 
politicos ? deciaed to save: Stanford athletics -- and. athletics were i 
considered as iuportant as: khe studies by the overnhelming wa jority of a 
“the student “‘podye Hinsdale, Hicks, and’ Hoover" used ‘the, famed Stanford 
Ecoubas+ Sees ssaehead by Walter Caxp ‘2g smeene to raise furids phe , 
venture Was, anedo tently far none successful thah they could have expected; 
the Eooubes team paid off imhnaxhket debts ‘inherited from incompetent ‘ 
; predecessors, and allowed the athletic comission to puilad a baseball: 


dianond, and grandstand, and to complete a running tracke on . 


. 


Hoover added to his. reputation” py rendering an exact 


accounting ‘of all funds. in the Seen treasury. Rex The. treasury 
yas "a solvent body for, the first bane since its: birth,” he boasted. 


The sguoia, student magazine, dcisentbed that "it was a pleasant surprise 
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, to read ‘Treasurer Hoover! ‘s “pepoit ys «Hy. ‘books. have “Beer: kept’ an. ‘a, 

business like way ‘and.” a thrown ‘open: fax to the ‘stldbata; Fy seacthing | : 

before unheard of <" Baitoriais grecded. tiene’ business: -douaien. of ‘the, 
ay Sroasurerrs othe whole affair re@ounds. eoatiy. tod: the credit of! thie, 


| oe *peasurer and Bone, resoghttien of this mow Bsenade ‘by. ue student 


7 = E ‘ : { 
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a The tine” anal enérey denended bee his many activities atrectea, 


Foover's studies... He ‘flunkea a. counge: an eleuentary Gorman, ‘snd’ 
*, vaoetved a condition in ‘chentitey. ‘As: he approached graduation deer > | 
“fhe condition in ‘English with which he was aditted to Stanford and Ve 


which he muse aiacharge before he would. pe oleigibie for his bachelor's 
\ 
degree ’ wegen to. haunt him. He MENA ZO! by crariing to make -up his, 


‘ 
Yess chemistry and he persuaded the German instructor to give hin-a ° 
passing grade. But ‘the English requirenent stumped hin. Finally, 
‘Professor BP. Smith, ‘ho: liked Hoover, intetyvenea: Professor: Smith 
took a paper that Hoover had subriitted in geologyy rewrote it, 
. corrected the spelling, patched up the grammar, -and with Pramier" s 
backing, insisted to the faculty that the revised pane? Was proce : 
enough of Hever! s ability to write simple "English. ‘The faculty 


rélentea and‘ awarded Hoover his diploua in ge 3 


ban eer or renee eee ccaeiay ny, 


« 


success “hungri ly} nor yas his. ambition linite 


, 


was the attrac] Son he had formed for a young 
ad. net during his senior year<“The shy ‘young } 

nad ayoided socis functio 8 and who had {hom no eagerness to/nsifco_ 
° nas of the girls ip“his class), fo1in ee wi now Henty,; / 
@ amk athleties“and was good At thén. JAs-wefittea. 


neon asotekn 


ne ener ener : Pata : . 
the daughter of a well-to-do fanllay, Rou Henry Sinod-a-sOrorrtyses~a 


, 


was - = b> 
: Heever W&K en his ewn, te make his. mark er te sink: inte failures were 
Predding his already consuming. ambition was. his nays ter the. igestatacsa 
girl he had met during his senier year. A deep: attactzent ‘had grem ae - 
-‘wotween Leu-Henry,, a freshman, and the shy. yeung man. whe, joutx. ‘avoided 
secial fantiens and whe until then had shunned the eempany ef girls. 
As befitted she daughter ef a Well-te-de fently, Leu Henry im jeined « 
a sererity; but she Was alve interested in coolegy and Heever prébably 
mot her in Dr.- Branner!s laberatery. ‘The acquaintance was made 
easier beeause Lew Henry had ween bern in Waterlee, Tome, 3 net tee 
far from West ‘Braneh. ‘ 
Heever decided te marry this energetic, Free girl. 
But first he mst be able te effor her seme sert ef _socurity. He aert 
college with a tacit understanding’ that befere too many years, ‘perhaps 
wefere Leu jsHenry graduated fren college, ho would be in a pesitien te 
speak mere definitely ef the future. Until then, he. weuld write te hor. 
He had noither menecy ner any definite prespects, bat he had energy and 
ability and an wunshakeable eenfidence in himself. Ffixekwounte And Lew 


Hanry leeked at the serieus, bashful yeung man with his thin deternined 


mouth and hard oyes and beliefed in hin. 


? 
* 


He had received his vesieiier sic. degree in geelegy -- the 
untversity/euve ne degree in mining engineering «xxx He had aveided 
courses @ealing. with the seeial sciences ef with calturkt subjects. The ; 
exceptiens were Dr. Jerdan's rambling philesephic Leetures energani¢ 
life, a flier inte elementary, Froneh ard Gorman, and ‘a hurried survey ef 
xx 19th. contury bistery. He had taken ne ether nistery, ne econenics, 
ne literature, ne fermal phileaphy. He wrete an inaceurate, wngrammationl, 
and puitexsome pendoreus Tagger prese whieh never accurately expressed, 
what he axa was thinkinge His fermal education. was as restrieted as theugh 


he had gene te trade. acheel. Bat Heever wedkiondxdn trasted Senter 
. i = 


whieh he considered wise. ane. 2, Gitde. te. acting. aca, whieh; noid. oy oi c = 


exprossed the ‘iesaens: ‘he, bad. earned. as ‘a ‘ohila anil while. working, fer. 4 


his decter ‘unele in Salem, ‘Oregene < . cy ie aa 


oo 


i 
? 
The - Four years “he spent. at Stanfera: ‘Leng. silecaodoa fio vive 


: “ef the~ strange: ‘and unceriventicnal-Therstetn-Voblen™ whe: “wai “later eee ieee 


fereod eff the campus by. Dre Jorden. and his asseciatea posaise’ of-.. 4 


a 
Veblen's: Padieal teachings_<= though, the sunaawax: Oxeuse ‘was’ given: 


that Veblen! 8 denostic airrieultics impaired the morals ef the. 


‘wniversity. In Heever's time, the faculty was eenservatien, eareful 


never te ehallenge the pheus maxims -se. dear te Senater and Mrs. 


- Stanferd. Pawmgex Heever's prefessers were doveted te the | 


pempesitios ef ‘the Gilded Age; the ma jority motisuleusly echeed the 


paeude-seientifie’ peesy, with whieh Dr.- Zerdrepesaiehyebagreryx 


axnixbbentorhpinpak thks doserated the moralisus ef the- “pad lrend 
prince and his mu leyal wife. 


In@eea, Dr. Jerdan, the seientist, exuded. a preg prefessienal 


‘kindliness;, but he did: net allew his ‘gentle leve ef virtus te'seften 
‘his stern, if net sententieus, . ‘Philesephy., ‘He theught ef eer td 


himself as a just xm man, unafraid ef ‘reality. He believed tn the 
steady upward searing | of eivilizatien, and he hatod war whieh he 


Was persuaded weuld never again eceur because tir semtnant rases of 


Eurepe, prefewndly. reinferced by the example ef Amoriean. altiaion, 
weuld. net permit a“majer eenfliet. Dr. Jerdan was aeurevedty - ie 


aisturbed by the Appx ‘Spanish-Aweriean war:a fow years later, | but he 
. concluded ‘that the unpleasant ineident had net boon Mitheut its 


gains te ieamxince humanity. He. was senseious of tle heavy warden 
bern by. the white ‘race, and surely the paekward, == ef Africa ‘and 


Asia -- and the Paeifie islands -< valued the wathtinns; books, um - 


‘ po ae _-18- a ae . 


’ ake = 


‘the jebs in facterios, xuitunkkumxGinixh Christianity, and ether 


ponefits breught te thes. by the inexerable march ef ‘pregress, oven: ‘ 


<Sneteh SHENe RLSPBSNER wor Fe-senctines feoreibly thrust. upen the backward 


-poepies. Dre Jerdan's thinking impressed yeung Heever; tho-gentest = 
phrases evided a respectability anmt-a-ready-made—justiiieation te> 


tHsever's-avis-d6teimination te ae Heever ‘had reached 


the same eenclusiens in's-less nendonie' manner, and he had ne xak 


rheteriese Aleng with the ether eharges ef the Stanfera president, 

he was readily porsuaded that it was wax wreng te waste cempassien en 
the vietinus ef the xukhemxbxusemx enterprising. The impeverished wore 
respensible fer their fate, since they wore inferier: in character, 
energy, and mest important, 4n their sewls. Te effer eharity te these 
miserable ‘dupes ef their ew depravity enly brea further incempetence 
and lazinesse Te indulge in eempassien fer these whe were suffering 
the censequences ef their sins was a erimo against mankind. 

Dr. Jerdan's faverite lesture 4n his ceurse en Evelutien -- 
xhimm and all the geed decter's thinkigg was the preduct ef his’ 
scientific studies -- thm was the ene he entitlea "Degeneratiens" 

He introduced his, lecture with a fable: "Twe Little beys sell flewers 
at the deers ef a chureh er theatre. They are children en pabents 


whe eeuld, if they weuld, carn eneugh te suppert thom 
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in confort. Your kindness “keepsy then out in’ the Coldes..This | is” my 


_, our charity organization society asks you not to give alns, or to 


/ ’ 
ive counsel, time, and patience to the rescue of such as there." 


Dr. Sordan' 's generalizations followed: "Do any of these. get out of the 
féstering mass? We have tried again and again = Lift them, but they 

sink wae. They - are decaying stock;’ they cannot longer live self- 
dependent." And, to clinch his argument mith scientifically, kh Dre 

Jordan added, "The young of the sacculina at first have the nauplius 

form common to their order. Then the force of inherited casanttden . 
compels them to fasten themselves on to theheruit crabe THe free swirming 
legs and the disused organs ae ld So we have the same in the 

pauper. Self-help disappears..." Prime the ovolutionist instructed the 
young mon and women of Stanford in a-knemleageret contemporary society. 


But test he be misunderstood, Dre Jordan distinguished sharply 


petween _povonty-amimpicapertnmmies "the Lord's poor and the Devilis eg 
(ftom kth Moto 


4 poor," wee SS2NEMeosty—eaTed—tren. Rew he roe had sympathy," 


\ 
for "poverty caused by sickness, misfortuno, lack of training, or lack of 


Ne 


power," ant while the Devil xspxammi mminoinnyenbhoxexnos cLainea those 
sunk into "pauberism caused by indiscriminate ‘giving, getting something 
. 3 

for nothing." “the president of Stanford concluded with the aphorisn 


nigree give money to a blind man: he needs all his strength to compstbe 


; picat with men who can see." “me lesson to pe drarn: The .competitive 


systen is ordained by God and veane! socialism, which is nothing less 
than the community of property, breeds pauperism, and its result is 


dewilitation and maymex degeneracy. ft ae ay rhe te divers 
n Herbert Hoover took, to ,Noart, HimeHemarad’ 


tes elite WON dda dude ae 3 a 


his omr-gte: o the“strong 


pero éng the spoils, 


a ae 
« / ? 
née ~opposi-te~df..derneracy. It is 
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Celica ct 
advanced, Pry the healthy way of/ lifes 


198 
Herbert Heever teek this witmm wisdem te heart, adding his 
ew legieal deducatiens that te the etrengest boleng the speils, : 
and the struggle fer persenal fertune, ey whatever means the stregetc 
is advanced, is the healthy way ef life, the eppesite of dogoneraeye 
It is a tribute te Dr. Jerdan that after Hoover aunssed his impressive 
persenal fertune, he refused ever te give alus te these whe asked his 
heim help until he had ‘investigated the suppliant's backgreund and 
the reasen fer his desporatien. If in Heever's judguent the man were 
worthy, thon Heever effered him a jee se that the man and his fanily 
ceuld eat bread earned henestly and in a self-respecting manner. 
Dut 1f he turned eut te be ene ef Dr. Jerdan's paupers, Heever did net 
give aid te the "Devil's peer." 
At Stanferd, Dr. Jerdan's theeries were expanded te preve 
inferier, — 
tjat seme men are bern infemtaxma tho yellew races, fer exauple, and 
therefere Dr. Jerdaan jeined with all the better peeple ef Califernia 
te halt Chinese imuigratien. The student magazine ang newspaper 
wheleheartedly appreved the deetrine ef innate inferierity, and printed 
innumerable hilarieus steries illustrating the "dishenesty,” "lack ef - 
cleanliness," and "meral laxity" ef the Chinese, the Negrees, the Jews, 
and the imuigrants frem seuthern and eastern Eurepe. Since the rising 
laber movement appealed te such "@angereus" elements, as well as te 
these whe ebvieusly wanted semothing fer nethitng (the "degenerates"), 
laber wniens were censidered a menace te the free spirit and free - 
enterprise that had wullé the United States inte a great natien 
destined te be the very greatest natien in the werld. Dr. Jerdan 
attributed the grenth ef unienism, as well as the spread ef pelitical 
eerruptien even te the highest publie effices, te "pelitical apathy 
aueng the higher elasses that mist be eerrected if the Republie is te 
enaure. ">" Otherwise, added Prefesser Frederick C. Clark in an address 


wefere the Student Cengress, tho pelitical freedem ef the United States 


ot, : 


» ~20- 
aad endangered by "natienalitirs that are repugnant te eur inherited 
tastes and that cannet be assimilated witheut decreasing the -standard , 
ef living and endangering eur seeial md natienal institutiense "55 
It was a smug inhetttance Herbert Heever teek with him frem 

Raxiefexs Stanferd. He had ceme te the university an ignerant, aluest 
penniless bey frem the frentier; he left with a degree, with practical 
skill as a siveyess with an educatien in geelegy veuched fer by Dr. 
Branner, xeuemexh aneng the mest preminent geologists ef his daye 

He eevuld take pride in tho backgreund he had wen fer himself, he could 
beast ef a place where he belenged, a place he could eal] heme. He 
“had a new-found cenfigence in himself ana his future. 4e had fallen 

in leve with an intelligent girl ef geed family whe believed in hin. 
He had learned te scorn these whe failed er enly muddled threugh -- 
the "@egenerates," thé weaklings, and the 4ncempetents. He had as his 
eapital his censiderable capabilities, his energy, ane his reseurcefulness 
If this capital were well invested and carefully expended, it weuld 
poar large dividends. The questien was where te start. Fer he ceuldé 


centinue as a surveyer in the Sierras enly until the celd winds 


swept the meuhtains in Octeber ef his graduation year, 1895- , 


e a ae - wes 
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6 ; as lator in life he felt government euneiends encouraged$. nor was 
“ 


ho’afraiad of importing "Sriferior" labor, though at Stanford he 


‘ 
"haa. agreed with Dre Jordan's activitios to exclude the CrAnese ‘ena’ 
i 


Japanesé from Califormta.e Of course, Australia was not his. 


ovm country; his interest was merely to lower. production costs 

for Bowick, Moreing, and not with the welfare of the 

‘ Australian people. His first political BabsCres coming as 

pee necee  ee  e 2 e eh bid froma" ngedigndny" carried. Little.weight.dn. . pe eke. a8 
Australiae.But Hoover began to think in political aie economic 

. terms, rathor than in the narrow vocabulary of mining 
“techniques : as 


Herbert aoeven: had no way of oe: that good fortune - 
a would come his way again so soon after Janina had reoonmended 

him to Bowick eloreings True, his record in Australia was So0de 
S He was nevertheless surprised and exceedingly elated when Hore! By 
surmoned ‘him by cable to. Londo ten offer of a big job in 
ChinasHe knew that preing had vohnb yaisitea north. China on 
the invitation of Lt Hung Chang, 1iberal Giperoy of Chihli Ser 


province (it turned out Later: that vofou being the xe trip 


ee 
oe 
oa 


/ Moreing had consulted with bord Salisbury ant Lora. Curzon, the 
British Prine Minister ‘and Foreign Minister Jgict in China, Moreing 


had done hidutmost to persuade the Chinese govainment to open 
mp the rich ore regions. to ‘foreign exploitation. Partly as a seam 


result of this visit during which Moreing invested <2 5100 ,000 


at tvielve percent in the profitable techmr Ching Wat Tao harbor 

er (secured by the rich Kaiping mines), the Chinese government - 

established 2 Mines¢ Department, and also authorized a geological 

survey of several provinces. The Eupress appointed Chang Yen-fiao 

to the newly created Bureau of Mines in Chihli province. Almost” 
Rm i 
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. 2 ? ; _ Ghinat March “1899 - Septenber 19016 ee 
Tae = the bridal: couple arrived ‘in ‘Horth China in ié arly. springs ‘ 


“nals ‘ostensibly employed by. His Excellency Chang Ten-Wao, Herbert _ ; 
3 - ‘Hoover considered nimself the: advance, agent of Bewick; ;Moreing & Coo He’ . 
shad an ingrained contempt, ‘for the chinese padashr-hat=torsaii-obtonss 
sbepainmmmnomn! antenna carried over. from ‘his youth An—the-Rar 
eee he had had absorbed - the prevailing ‘opinion that coolies were 
ee fuga’ spibituelly no better than animals} Hoover's pho. judice 


algo imoiuded the Chinese’ merchants 5: landowners » and all government’ 


“officials » Who Kie- took for erence were. wily, snmmrhah 4mmoral and 
“corrupts ‘His own superior, Chang Yen-Mao, smkm spoke no English. i and: al 1- ’ 


; business. er with hin naa to be carried on through an interpretors Heower- 
O: ng_ieet fie tal 1, dignified; ieoutys Chang had stafted life asia- 


; 7 
, ecolie in’ a: small. river tow, and timo by, sock dontbel ly winning th the favor 
aa Curate .Urdnend- 
of the-Ripugss, had Neen taken ‘titenkie ‘court first’ as. 


e is, Sob. ‘gon, and when une boy died, as tutor "to her nephew tmgen Kwangsu, 
‘ene. future Rupee : Emperor. ‘Chang! 8 Iife-story was: a rohuantie adventure 


«x companion to’ 


of luck, courage % ourrying favor in. the right places, ana fantastic 

exploits -- faa oe ‘as ‘ate scaling tire Walls ofsPeling (a feat never. before 
the Kaito 

recorded) to Sati eae nomen at. night uO the empress yhemn whaneshe 

“was. ‘barricaded 4n- the posed palaces “Changts fabulous. achievements had 


for the. ‘o0o3 te’ Be Dey: the pete. ond of Mandarin. But to Hoover, ‘Chiang wra’s 


< Won, , 
_ rs oat pean Nie for’ Pera his: shiewandss ey capability was—hnately | - 
infertor® n ae Fenate ian and udiebeionaoay. a: gratter and: bribe. taker. :, 


: > peer of Hoover! 3 dealings witty Chang were: carried, on through’ * _ 


° 


rastes-advizan, Gastay, Detring. The: German iad come-to * 
; the Managing tre ae “PERL . 


1) andadisl for: the ‘past thanty, years jeeen in, chargé. of 
3 evan 


a ” vot . 
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ag alia Y 
O . customs at the treaty ports. Detring adea0 had Served as commissioner of 


Dine Tientsin, as mn advisor on ‘mines’ to the Viceroy of Chihli, and 
finally as stockholder 7 director of the Chinese Mining’ and Engineering 
yi 8 LAr sh 
| . Company which controll sa ‘the Kaiping mien Tris saptine ; in, vihich the ° 


‘ imperial government shared the profits, represented the first. ‘attempt 


$ Kaiping fin : 
’ . by the Chinese systematically to’ exploit the vast/coal and inon depositso. 
Hae Excellency Chang Yen~liao » ws director -general of mining operations aoe 


ant and 
: Uhinli and Jehol provinces »/%3. mana ging director and large stockholder 


‘ “in the Chinese Mining and Engineering. Company 2 discussed with Detring at, 
all problems x” involving: relations with the European perompjoamms ~ powers I 
and.in the nineties, there were hardly any other prepress Chang trusted 


Detring; the German was H shitewa businésbman, like Chang, and he- had : 
Chinese 
- a Fmupathetic understanding for the/point of sas peru in the struggle 


Aan’ 
» aZainst foreign deprpaatiors. Yet Hoover took-for=sranted that .Detring, 
despite 
fnzmehz his trusted position, mnmhiimmkminmormkhe , understood xkm how 


O "“Patouious it would be to continue phe Chinese control of ore deposits, 8 
Like most Europeans 9 Hoover. was convinced ‘that, Chinese omneiship 


interferdd with progress, and. civilization. Noredvex, Hoover was -well: aware 
wn rhe. tdanedelt vA Oh Lte 4 ‘ 
of M greing!s. Lespect-for Detringts: ahetetitys" in, 1898, while visiting China,: 


| Noreing had urged Detring ‘to eye up hispositton—with the Chinese 
Detring’ - 
customs and gun ocar with hin -- Moreing offered/the. inducement of 


+ a half interest in all Chitnese businesse Rakmk The German a not commit . 


hinsclt@ apa: did not gtx prt. the @x customs services but he. aia agreed_ 


faded The: Chauat? vad ye wy Maer ole th, : 
ee yore rove foreign capital ; gee wwoatern methods would increase the yield of the 


as ° 
ae 


Kaiping, mines ree ¢ 


ry 


- Sinead incu io i sho xHnooroce inn Pfoan sans Ptah: 


Tt Was ‘therefore mueiz to Moreing!s Anterest 


2 ‘ies Raila va Ty dat fn eo, tie Hy Conk 
- ~ 6hina stertcto any internal’ ‘change hehe 


* 


; roveT@Eaiuinestinsht_in thecmineor To be sure, Hoover. was paid by Chang} ce 


ry 


cod RnOrONE EEL nai, no Loner NOTES ARI OEE | while he 


ee el % 


. “performed, his ‘tasks 3 as, technical advisor in. a more, or less desultory fashion, 
a Ae, RESET RUS I 


—_s ae rs wom bo 


to. have. ‘Hoover in 


: soe 
& ieauae was primarilly a scout for Moreing, using his favorable position 
within the Chinese organization to determine the rem] value of various 

mines, and to oampxanxmxbzhxowhxfisr acquire knowledge of the physical ard 
political factors thatwenid sfferehxusstom pe favorable to or that-would 
militate deainst successhul xunnah coniwol by foreign mmakmtammmht capital. 
By taking up half of the profitable harbor loan in 1898, Moreing had 
a prior. sartevest. in the Kaiping mines, an-advantage in the race for 
further concassions. Hf ‘greater signif izece, he had the backing of the 
British Mexmigmm foreign office, always on the alert for coaling stations 
for MmenMagor Her Majesty's iofimmim Navy -~- and the Britih government: was 
well ewarethat the Chinese Mining pas Revi etar es Company controlled 
the ice-free port of ‘Ching Wan Tao and suppiied it by railroad witha 
coal £m the fibares. mines. 


Certainly, the Britegsh-mad every reason to believe that 


unstable 

the mauxhxibibe Chinese government would soon provide 
@ ; or still deeper sthkinxkeepeumnigam penetr tion of 

excuse and opportunity puxeaenpenaterte /Chiness economy and territory? 


mechan WOUNRX Hoover's arrivei in -Shine eetnetded 
thet was expected o> 
‘with the gatirering crisis timabomen; ONO 


Quart x vawiast by 
Loreen of China amomx the western imperialist nations. The year 
., before his Eres Russia, Had moved im Port Arthur; with thie-excuse, 


precipitate the 


Great Britain seized the port of Weihaiwei and extended /holdings around 

Bane Song; sige thane Ki aochow Bay; and E. vance menedetins Kwangchow 

Bayo fimuikh Nobwane port saa ‘fahdp te Ctae in ‘all the 5000 mines of 
great powers Pade Tow 

coasty Ehe maxapems ha aieea using. posts a3 naval pases, ‘bet-adad 


temapiiediaent. their eoamembe interests within @hine itself. The "battle of 


concessions" , as Lord Salisbury referred to the scramble for CEaneee 
: ; was especially rapacioug—in d emands..for 
tenattors aes sya Smee xn xh he Apa kh ee teKd yk 


te) 


f 


re, rs 
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consideration of nothing, duly paid in hand, the wiole nation, its 

territory and popula:ion, are turned over in perpetuity. The negoti-tions 
are ratified by a battle cruiser; a few marines are landed, a few bare-lefe- 
ed natives are butted in a tropical back-yard, a treaty of peace and amity 
is concluded between the Imperial Power and its latest morsel, and the real 


business of imperialism begins. It is good busine:3 and pays big dividends." 


Of all the bie aiet oneee Britian enjoyed by far the favored 
poavetone Britheh vias aacanted to 65 percent of China's total foreign 
trade, amd 85 percent of this eons busiiress was carried in Poeere 
vessels. put cumesixnhenndx nth cme RAMOS in the nineties, ttre “ritish 
became alarmed over eae threat of the Siieers from Bhe allies France in 

the south and Russia 4 the northe Attempts. to prevent further aétaa von 
. “name failed when the Japanese waged a successful war and seized Formosa 
and gaimed a foothold on the coast by taking over Ehe 44aotung Feninsulac 


Tinemame Just as elsewhere inthe world, Great Britain stood without allies 


with the other~-pewers encroaching on mexmemimnk what British statemman 
their nation's The British Foreign Minister, 
considered, yaxxhiam colonial prepogativesemiichmx Lord Curzon,wmam 
t minx 


could see no other 


posesble pettey except "to pouncs mhemxsaammomax the moment someone else 


pouncese" a It was a’ this time that the Britisk 


FE Agree 


concluded that - veliey m® defending the territorial integrity of China 
alone could protect their already huge concessions. imxamimsx "A strong and 
independent China" neamt to ward off the imminent Pareto oning and devouring 
of the Asiatic mmphraz empire, with the almost certain reseit of war -- 


pete Sie a) Ahdbdg. £ Remit Tho, ya ef Ro 


in-which Great beitein would be forced to stand sisus aberoat. the three 
eres’ powers of Russia, !rance,-and Vermany. The Rrtkk sudden desire to 
pResssrye Chinese independememxarm sovereignity appealed.gwx strongly to 


the United States whose interests, as a late comer to the imperialist 
Yue 


fexbs feast,wee tm not im km Chinese territorial gains butb..in a brisk 
John Hay, UeSe 
commercial trades It was the British suggestion thew’ inspired shm Secretary 


Ee Stateg in zo50 1899, to cond his famous "open=door" notes. The point of 


a5 


wees ‘ 


& Hay's open-door policy was not +c iesect the great Rowers from-ebbekning 
concessions, but * pr insist. that winx bemenkeo bint at all nations nets 
et ' etieed |  lpes Ty tpuet why, : vane ee 
prQaerre the ‘right of eit other ror iis ee tonifercial weccess-te*. 
gp AE ay, Crone ads bdo. isa be aon. we eke ok 
te ane Brita onganky endorsed thts policy, whieh 
after. all eft not, willing as-~yet-to challenge 


had - origénated in Hondon, and the Japanese, 
Parr es the effect, 
waxbcangexhhexRounapeanaxannt mcstorn nations and iaes fearful -f.whehz 


! a partitioned China would suave en tt Japanese aspirations, also tended 


to go along with Hay,“ potioy, The Germans, while drawing Sisaes %o aed 


Ve 
ed 


and theveby alarming the British, kept iusete on -tenterheoks--by- conduc téas 


a simultaneous Epi pearson with the British, In the case of the erensn ers. 


:@ 
/ 


notes, Geceany agreed in-pripeipie willingly - enough. only Russia nits — 
[igh pat tw Ud aaclared himself ¢- gee 
ae take notice. Hay wam satisfied -- ue He wae satisfies peosase ‘ehe.. United i 


if sf 


ST Stakes i Me wt 
Mg tapes, having put forward a poliey, could not possibly nopenee enforce ite 
‘ eee 


the open door was ene cise: +n- ertnctple anit thereupon vielatod xr 
‘aGhhaw by all nations. f . Sigal os GA, isla, “meses web 
eft EAS Sete 


ai} . 


e IS NS he confuaken ‘among the impertajis* powers, 
ek ee : 
cners Was sxkee the confusion within the Chinas government ivecekf.. The 
“anggax Dowager Empress had gone aDne retirenenty the young Emperor Kwangsu 
é penn ten Eo modernize China after tHe: disaster of the War with Japany 
amd at the came ime to zhane prevent the imperialist powers from caer 
perbtttenens eae empire. yy leastag ports to them on Reeder demand, accepting 
some foreign capital, and making whatever gonceastone ue ecesene to 
ymenemimkhs appease the greedy Maknxr westerners. oo eee 


attempt to buy off une great_ powers wew=eo arouse “the tnesenat on of the 


bp ohn edt, Tg te ed a 
Chinese over the inereaning _sdvances- of the foraignerss 
5 Ty vader tery ty 


a The reforms were eppetling on paper and nesnéngies s in practice. tae 
ty s su - 
Dowagen—lmpre-s , setae the Manchu dynasty threatened £xmm by revolt from 
within and meres ston from without, ‘¢atcomindchen Zormmnmanbhhnamghc ap RLLCR 
eae 


seized ue emperor, in-2808, proclaimed herself regent, executed the 


iikenaie: and by decree announced that no further railway projects would be - 
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granted the foreigners. 

But the government Was xaihertuge ‘obviously “tottering. | 
“he western powers biimixbhntmubimey strengthened thedw military and 
naval units in the treaty ports and axomexhh throughout the Soncenaicnay 
and sat back to await developments. Lewes o this explosive scene ties 
Hoover came “‘yexetueonoeshheminx supposedly to. saps a "“pecherioet 
advices! -He hurriedly ealiedan his Stanford cronies ‘te: foun. kis staff 
ana he began to travel throughout eae provinces wea Chihli and Jehol 
examining mines, and looking for ‘paankhite deposits, “that were etill not 
peing womked. ie formed his opinion. of the situation quickly. Within 
ipinsencagadc ieuenereiaa yikes a few.monthe Me wd prepared an article 
entitled "Present Situ.tion of the lining Industry in China" ‘yao on eee 
the restrictions against foreign capital saieca. eau cuetiadeane tii 
pointed out that "no foreigners have yak applied yet under theme" So long 
as the restrictions remained, he fett th t smmmoninfamdsmtmxhkax fiche 
xmnemxnryxamaxhamk foreign money would not be forthcoming, and lack-of 
funds in Bo Chinese treasury prevented proper sewymmk development br ths- 
Chinese eenss ieee, His hope was that Chang Yen-Mao'ts projeet in Kaiping, 
which had enlisted momxfemehzmxmtisz his aid as advisop, would "go far 
to educate the Chinese who have never been accused of dilatoriness in 


grasping the advantages of improvement when they are actually democstrated 


to be of a profitable character." 


ton Ie piet! 


of dilatoriness in grasping the advantages of improvement when they are 
actually demonstrated to be of a profitable character." 

He kept Moreing informed mixamarpxpmamtbittky "We have a 
general basis upon which I think we can secure advantageous control if we 
can put it throughe..Unless Mr. Moreing can effect some financial 
arrangement whereby we can have absolute control the game is not worth the 
candle," he mmupimtmenyxmineds declared, mat complaingng about the "squeeze" 
ata practiced in the mines, the corruption of the managers am the pilfer- 
tHE: of the MINOES > itareinemtnrminhempmrn In London, Moreing prepared for a 
the. hee dal tecee tal inavever the Chinese deposiies ihe formed The Oriental 
Syndicate, headed by two like-minded operators, W.eF. Turner and F.W. Baker, 
with seven cimrizam clerks acting as tmmo dummy sneOr bore Gere uonerne. piel 
kept out of the Syndicate, wintmmkexmsmikmmmt but it was eeteep—in the event 
he had to move fast «kmxbzkenomemanyxmmmanky xhumingmaomompx-Therefipon, 
“oreing ‘ganaed to China where he arrived In January T900. tle consulted with 

the German was imkarmximi impr’ssed by the Oriental Sunasceee and 


Hoover and Detring; Men. finanexiiz: 
urged Moreing to mek recruit captii ae i ilicdod po Bib ile oo. thet--the 
thumiieardam cohen nom din om Sng otk xy : ‘ 


mineex 


Syndicate ‘would be international in character, Sénee Detring thought that 
teen there would be 
xnememwWex greater poestrer doxan ‘0 persuads ‘the Chinese to accept 

f thee tweens. promoters cat 
foreign capital, ire danger, Sei tine sound ches eit that it/one—nebier 


gained 2210 rigeteo-+6 ham -invest in the Katping-mines, there might be 


SG ww tote 


fi 
international Compa Gs TOUR se Moreing was impressed by this argument. He 


act wee In mourning for his mother and by Chinese custom 


iso een-Chang, rihe-agie hand hee nmedmf sommeot oad bo nd me xen nn tn coke 


i 
(ge thane Hane 


meciumne np 2cin hp oerdon 200 ene Jos oon enh 2do em poh on eri on ear occ a on ones sostenet 


' discuss business for one hundred dayse In consequence, Moreing reluctantly 


= ape t” — 


returned to England, leaving matters onoce~e@etn in Hoover's hands » and 
urging him to work closely with Detring. Wm In London, as his acc:ptance 


address mifixkimxprm to. the-pess—of president of the Institution of Mining 
and Metallurgy, (his election had occurred while he was in China), nmr 


“wi 


=Oin 


veut? ; Ci ee 
4xplained the situation in Chie winhsinxinanxh een mphained tmx ean ximnion 


fnxhxy f machen cihenmk parolee vane fiasralictk gigi i eis vicina 


thax Hoover's 
(drawing his facts for the most part from dinamemks article wintmmhexiazn 


nyxtimoxexmwniek which he had read in manuseript in Peking) and aqisthmgx 
xine roman pe hack Arie opp om etn! mom hazarding his 


own opinion, as a civilized and humane Britisher interested in the welfare 
of oppressed people, that "The whole idea of reservation of (Chinese) 
Imperial ownership and allotment of large areas to concessionaires, with mmx 
reservation of ypmehimm a portion of the profits, is the height of folly 

from the standpoint of the Government in the interests of tre people, and 


only opens the avenue for fraud and cmmmm corruptione 


* 


For the winter of eee -1900, Hoover moved to eceuueee with 


nn ae 


his wife. He had completed cie—ente ef. survey and sxplotetton: ani had’ 


to C Yen=Maot Rex his mammm recommendations 

reported his findings Nang ie ptr parioren 
emphasized two aspects of xing mining at Kaiping: shen taretprexerithebmanot 

still obtaining i urged the use of 
the backward methods mumt at the mines and xmusemmexptescfexr new machinery, 
‘aad: . wax and Detring . 
more moder processes -- znixaitioont Wedeh Chang mudterat eobxinootxoh x eden t nx 
had. Rrewn--fpn-e-dongtime but could not. seogmaas since the Chinese ienineesring 

chenkadméhemnacasme nymannaym tn.c 

and oe company ee bbe Barge snouts of money €o modernize the Kasptne 


3 and Hoover m6 Sondenned the graft, the "squeeze) xninkhem tnetithet 


8 
Nite 


the feudal hangovers, and the inefficiency of labor, which waxnrembiyxan 

he, as well as Chang and Degring, realized 

were Beaabp the result of antiquated mmknmdsmsf minging methodso 

So far as the exploration went, Hoover had discovered no new fields of—exve 

valuable enough to distract the company from wesiaeg its present rich 

holdings. ie ti ; : oe i SO eee ee 
Hmxbimmix Hoover and htS“wrfe lived in Tientsin, and 

HoovS? visited Peking at_tiwes. Throughout the wink winter, it wax 


became tu. clear that tme internal explosion in Chima was imminente 


~ 17] af 
igghgnces—of dena ane cise, PS rda at the Peking 


( reeationf were strengthened and pe eons OPT ERRORS Two 
years of bad crops had deepened the resentment of the Chinese people against 


‘ the arrogant foreigners who lived in luxury tris Di ae them like slaves; 
H bt AAAS (4 EAM Nee Mae o 
the government was arbitrary and weak, defaing a and yiedcdderg ‘o> the 


foreigners 24-¢h-e—aaee—tiene « Drought and a flood of the Yellow River ing 
7 cet 

‘ (. Greased the sera era ranean, Bh northern China. And while the 

L wit i oe a fthai jf ‘ ie 

in her swafese relations? with the 


Dowager Empress behaved 
imperialists, she did not discourage the increasing truculence of the 
population. In fact, oS eoanst decree iaamed in November 1899, tiem 
Rapccewsbbowe: A eas those close to her in the ruling caste 
that "The various powers cast upon us looks of tiger-like voracity, 
hustling each other in their endeavors to be the first to seize upon our 
innermost territories...if hardly pressed upon, we have no alternative but 
to rely upon the justice of dour cause, the knowledge which in our breasts 

@ strengthens our Zesolves and maxh steels us to present a united front 

against our aggressors." 

\ But the foreigners, in their arrogance contined to press 
restrictive measures on the Chinese government. They succeeded in forcing 
an imperial 
yxxmxmm' order prohibiting violence against the mzx interlopers. But the 

Ny sporadic attacks on missionaries amd continued, same not too severely 


~ owteri..st at Hh poe auf 
discouraged by Pekingey Agni secret ane aie BocTeuy o st young patriots 


aad “hot-heads, » calling themselves I-Ho T'uan, Pry Cet The 


erige ei) WT Oba Cian ¥ 


Righteous and Harmonious adie e Tt Geer es 
r ness death to = grelgners§, PEE soctoty tegen to MRED t 


in he foreigners on He eh "Boxers" 
because they mistrahslated the word "Band" as "Fists! the 


axrex The atmosphere aa imtm north China 


pa hac bet grew daily more tense. Tis cusbeomisee-taepeteenes Eni he excuse 
: Os bch 
for tye armed uprwising axuung Sailnet —feredemenrs came when” a,detuan i 


legation gummi fired on xmagean tna regular government troops em peaceful 4, 


Srictt. ; . -10= x 
of 7 : a oo 5 ‘ a 
r frehe ine of Peking. The popular uprising flared in full 


fury, anarohistic in l@ organization and leadership. The German wate 
® to China, von Ketterler,was killed by a mob; tmx xinmommbex the white 
lee of xh Peking huddled in the! » bes eged, cut off from 
¢ a paetas a . 
ee the oateide worlde % 
Agi ac t 
The: vevett umes spontancous apd badly organized. imperial 


troops wee ordered to protect the "white devils," 


- 


went over to the Boxers without too much protest from the Rmkh Empress. 
The rebels seized the port of Taku, and marched on Tientsing where—tixx 
the Hoevers-tiv6d, and wheYé Doth Detring and Gaamge Chang Yen-Mao tere 
at—the time. Thezxxk plight of the four thousant foreigners in Tientsin 


rete 220 


st 


was dangerous in the mmkmm extreme. . t 
The nations responded by organizing a joint expedition te-retere 


Tienesti anc Peking and to smamh the revolt. Hasmmbesdtngn parkxninxtho 


remeuaxntanmszm The pare gee ty were mostly Russian, 
r Qi wrt Fasut bh, 
Japanese, Britisi, ‘end—hpenek; with some “Belgian, Ttalianf, Dithh, and 


a few Germang q The German forces played little part in the military xmmitef 
Rey wet ohh st rpel Cara 
otixkieomshinwie campaign, since be-ftaaGehmerdouces-exrized t tamodiobe 
qe, 

tuxp<after hostilities had ceased; kinmumimx Kaiser William, however, 

- tyld le, 
jt-ekpressea the attitude of the allied expedition tlammy when he saddened 

troops ‘oPfwee=Giwimea. "Let all who fall into your hands be at your mercy” 

fre—Ketser—shuncemue, "Just as the Huns of a thousand years ago, under the 

leadership of Attila, gained a reputation by virtye of which they still 

maxm live in historical tradition, so may the name of Germany become 

known in such a manner in Chinaee." 

; oo ea sale “7 


The crusade to save China for big cuentas on asrcilonbed ive 
A oA - Apuntif Chae ay fer, 


utterly successful, 


prea TEA. 5 : 
Wereemoutet; the maxmmbhkhaexofxeen civilian and military casualties 


ooritertbedsgo 


Btn, eee os 

@ ~-emt- infintesimal compared Oo Chinese losses The victorSoue- Zamna Spore eas, < 
: aro ive yt as whee gee: 
peas smashed into Peking and_thersapen raped, looked, and “ 


murdered” tn @ way to horrify. the squeamish and to teach the barbarian 
. : a #; 
Chinese a wéelt-needied lessone The" terms OLupenee were harsh: an indemnity 


of $525,000,000 was levied on the bankrupt ime rial treasury, to be 


bn: fin en ce 
raised by’ the -sememect—beyvi-es.on-the peasant ay’ (the United States suffered 
later G 


subsequent qualms of conscience, and/returned che idee portion of the 
indemnity in,the form of a grant to education)e The Rm leaders of the 


Boxers were executed, the imperial government was bonmhinhaheiomuohes 


32 oe te aga ena 
humiliated, and peace was restored. The partition of China, which acenen 


es 


inevitablg, was Porestalled by one agreenents among the powers, pew ts 
the _interventton should not be used as an excuse for dismemberment. The 


‘7 


é fr § eon 
Kussiang paid little attention to this rebsmtobéien and continued to. 


entrench ikembfmimxtiemipmxhx theiewlmees in Manchuria and to ‘press against 


lar ore 


& the borders of north China. ec ops 5 ot che Pha Ph are 
rere ae eae Pe 
In the hard mkax days when-Tiembetn - Neonunder—eLege-emisthe, 


plight ef the foreign community was desperate, Hoover and his wife 
fy lless 
shared tre danger from the occassional shells | mie into the 


~ it’ Bection of the city Reta by tee-Luropeans. But Hoover had other things 
on his minde The chance for which ue had been waiting and for w: ich > 
“oreing had mmgadk insisted that ine honve_menbralia—for Cates had finally 


waged Aig Bee ot de 


arrived. Detring and he wane into-e—buddle. Chang Yen-" ao had been’ pines 


under protective arrest; as hysteria mounted, during—~the-tenes ary, = é 
te: : 
berwas ordered executed by mmxmtwk the hystertcal provost Seeont 


was only saved when Detring and h son-in-law, Constahtin von Hannefitan 


qlonet Veet ef the Russian Army, 


MOARRZEA- BO Jniiiade” timidiace a fri 
a, 


é 


to eg the provost marshalf to Secure: who wanted Chang alive, 


had. “pean in despair when nfé first heard of the GsBESe to his employere 


woe 
He conaubhbe mite Detring constantly}, “nd Lowen put pressure on 


Voatie hped 6 Ald Sdeget th w. Mae Ae 
Gaeta. > Hocpnihtadmeat cial thet the ‘foreigners were scrambling for new 


4 


120 


Ct 
Wale, | 
' loot in China, that the imperial government eeare not possibly prevent . 
@ A, ntatpind % Ay) 
tiegs depradations, and that the Rasetang wer the Kaiping 


minese It was no longer a asin ae 3 of preserving the mines from the ~ 
foreigners, but of deciding tious ee le eens would 
@w more likely to Chinese interests onee an arrangement had been 
made to hand over the propertye Chang could choose net complete 


sxphohkmkbowx expropriation and some sort of P doef) wacobamemi protect 
the interests of the Chinese stockholders. 


Chang was in no position to bargain. Be-wes—undcemwnuget; chz 


had been his Sheamd friend « he interests : 


The British were more likely to make a deal timikxmamdgn favorable to the 
Chinese than the Russians or Germans. So the desperate Chang gave 
Detring his power of attorney the day after his axmmmion arrest write: 

@ . eccampedr on June 2B. 1900; Detring was mmp granted the right to handle 
the property of the Chinese Emgimmeaxhen, Mining and Engineering Company 
as he.saw fit in the interest of the shareholders. 

Pum Hoover was elated. He had now only to deal with Detring. 
He promised Detring almost anything if he would turn over the mines to. 


him in trust for Moreing. He would see to it that Detring -- and Chang -- 


would not suffer fram the deal; he would comply with any restrictions 


the siege of Tientsin had been pieeeae. Chang hw@ left the city immediately, 


and Dee and Hoover followed bo mone There were further conversations > 


rr Sah, fer E4) an wth th ATE . 
but ei cae Detring and “Hoover reached an agreement thdut Creamy, en. 
Juty—S0;—~meee. & young and inexperienced lawyer, J.B. Eames, xmm who was 
teaching at Tientsin imkmm University, drew up a memnorandumte 


neh, 


or Chang, Detring authorized the transfer to Hoover as agent for Moreing, 
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"all the lands, houses, buildings, @oods, and chattels, rights, interests, 
and jranchsies now belong to, vested in, held or enjoyed by the said 
4 


Chinese Engineering and Mining Companye"In return, Hoover agreed to form 


“with the help of said Sharles Algernon Moreing" a limited liability 
f , . "Dp 


company in England, with a registered capital of “Raeeyo0ny060 in shares 
valu-d at Bl each; Moreing was to raise &100,000 before Hebruary 28, 1901 
as a ieees capitals the new company was to pay the Ghinese stockholders 
of Chgnes-e fmxmar company 375,000 shares at a par value of 51 mmmmg each, 
and these shares gkould carry voting rights; and Moreing should signify 
his acceptance or rejection of the agreement between Hoover and Detring 
within ninety days of the signing on July 30,1900. 

Xmoumtmk Years afterwards, Detring claimed that in return for the 
agreement, 4oover offered him a share in the profits which he neither 
accepted nor refused. It was proposed that 50,000 shares should be given 
to Vetring for himself and Chang, but again no firm understanding was 
reached on this meer tue Detring also testified, at the subsequent 

sale of the 
trial ween hatctioa the-dobiba Of the pourcnrvmmiuns Chinese Engineering 
Minha. Mining Vompany that Hoover attempted to apf Detring to specify in 
the ' ‘xeresanns: eae inom ae ere—of thoseonditioneor sae waste . 
Rantue-of Noover a ee trustee in the new company, but Detring tas teal 


preferred Moreing instead. 


With the longeamektod agreement ign his pocket, Hoover wired 
the good news to ioreing and left China for fondon without delay. He had 
succeeded in landing the plum &merwht after a year of waiting. He had 


undergone the hardships and dangers of the Ttentsin revolt f get it; he 


“f 
carat 


had bargained xiaseawaiy wisely, and he had mewed when circumstances were 


wets! ¢ 


favorable. the reward was succesSe 
During the siege of ier a Hoover had xathhe mubhent nent wet 


fine fmanpnex payer no cpart, in the, aesaeee No COmeeperERYy reference 
wispy AWA Oy 
is found in all tne. ee ease deove@red reports’ we Pr ticipation 


=] de . . aii 
CVA 4 . f*: 


@ in the yoluhteer goon megmang the city's barryol a, mds oe, ' 
; At 
his campaign biographers mack later hailed fmewert as PRN iy lc id 


Heese 1 Aad + ad A 
Will Irwin in his piograpily, published ark if ise et over and ms 


staff were the only engineers in town; and to him 4 his assistants fell 


the immediate and pressing task of throwing up db pdiies....Under the 
general direction of the military officers, and with the home guard and 
Chines Christian who had taken refuge re the city as working forces, Hoover , 
plugg d the ends of the side streets. Needing material, he broke into the 
warehouses. There he found a treasure of sugar and rice in sacks, m@xkin 
and of these substances he built hig bervidades....%mx Also, he must look 
eae ee water supply...Hoover and his assistangs would creep out by night 
with sentries to guard against surprise, fire the boilers, start the engine, 
and run the pumps for an hour. The noise always awoke firing from across 
the river; bullets would rattle off from the wallsee. Edward B. Drew, Amer- 
ican commissioner of the Chinese customs, occupied a stour houseg stoutly 
& walled, and within the inner circle of defense. He offered hospitality to 
the Hoovers and to other who lived in exposed places..." oe fev 
In The Truth About HmuxexyxMankerhxfix Hoover, published , ei ‘a 
Irwin'ts peak tai and in consultation with Hoover, | Herbert Smxygm Corey shan 
wrote: Herbert Hoover and the enginners of his staff braved @intmean the 
fire of Chinese snipers once a night to run the Societe he little 
pumping plant fntil enough of the polluted rive water for the day's. needs 
had been xemarhugymamit securede-eand Mrs. Hoover acted as nurse in the b 4 
impromptu hospital." Corey quotes Tong Sak Shao-yi, mmuhkm one of the 
Empress! ministers, giving credit to Hoover for feeding Chinese refugees: 
"It was Mr. Hoover and Dr.Tenney...who for twenty days, absolutely 
fearless in their humane mission, supplied the refugees at both places 
with food and water andprobably saved their lives." 
» r \ ' Marine gmx 
On the other hand, General Smedley D. Butler of the U.S. zx 


SERSGared Hoover in a different light. temnamisdemtensmbx As a lieutenant 


@15¢ 
@ 


in the relief detachmmt that lifted the siege of tMentain: Butler 
recalled: "When we got to Tientsin we found all the able-bodied men on the 
wall protecting the foreign section. Where were the women and 6hildren? 

We were told they were in a cellare When I entered I found one man 


cowering among the frightened women and crying children. I kicked his--- 


- and him into the street. I did not lmow his name, no# did 1 care who that 


coward wase Someone said later that man was an engineer named Hoover." 
Soeocmm monn pone. cecch hay ki ey: Ghee Feo dan hme beh cham ch © 
MuSuxmahsefininreaqce x 

Certainly, wa Hoover did not play a prominent part in the defense 
of Teintsin. He-ts-mentiened—in none-of tne tys-Witness or historical 
reperte;-se nor ig eng of the-comsemporary newr~eteaias. Only many years 
lster, when he tam achieved international prominence, were there seEmiiheh* 
any recollections of his role & Tientsin. It seems xmximm logical to 
deduct that Hoover did Pa he hdd to d& in Tientsin; that as a Quaker xd 
he disliked war; that maxay] in his contempt for the Chinese, he cared 

referred to 
nothing for the mhxiux iseues involved -- he later x2emmxkeammf the Boxer 
movement as "one of these unecgpuntable emotional upheavals that sweep 
Maan 


the Orient from time to time." the Roxermxrabethionypxhams siege of Yientsin, 
Lo amie , was acme rere a nuisance and an opportunity; he was 


Z he China to agency one thing, of centoee importance to his mq future, / 


satire to sit Chang Semciirs tomtatedoror the Kaiping mines te fr. 
Horei ng + slgbver rae tevensemnd net. readély diverted from his main purpose} 
the siixpmnaticisemi Boxer uprising placed burkinxfi Chang under almost 
irresistable pressure anaxbhexittep and Hoover was quick enough to 
OL ae : AD . thas. tf ° 
t. His concern throughboutuihe entire siage of 


cs “Vaankain sae—bo-perwaeds. Betring +e-persuade Chang 3 reach an agréement 


Cagert ee fe’ faces 


ene « =44@. SCC OGto » if healaide to cooperate in the defense, he . 
ena . 
properly Gid SO« Trexexmexmeme TRene—apppens 
ine fi... Hh = - bs 
Mo proof,-- nd i is out of character -- treet he should suddenly be 


Pyae-- so fl, aia wals wacdclty a 
> 


w . 
| TFET ca fu Te efefle 
ow paralyzed by physical fear; sib se-16-betiedes, wi tn go: wick Ga hid Gand 


4 tlaet he felt.oslleduasponeto—de more than his share toward the defense of 
the settlement. 


CHAPRER V 
Sina CHINA: March 1699 @ September 1901. 

The bridal couple arrived in &m north China in the early spring 
of 1899. Kmxenemkmimawerx While ostemsibly employed by Chang Yen-lao, 
PP ec ica a ROR PERS ee ee ee Herbert iioover €onsidered 
himself the rmpmx advance agent of Bewick, Moreing & Coe He had an 
ingrained contempt for the Chinese, carrieé over from his youth in the 

absorbed the prevailing opinion that 
Far West where he had joaxmmadmkhabxmenibeexnemexhemrmenmothmt coolies were 
mentally and spiritually no better than animals; xaferx beni de aaa 
icenercemnh<firkicmciotkex Hoover's prejudicé. estensmienapenie 
ore tarererres landowners, gmmmr and tite govesnment officials, sate) 
ley rrotedan wily 
he took for granted /maxuxitt shmmex hymmhkhamsmimck tngmim cmomed th griemd 
tmmoraimanad immorral, and corrupt. ‘iexmembdx moh His om superior, trrvzrtee , 
Hie—Beepempy Chang Yen-“ao, sgpke no English, and all business between 
& him hare ae eget agai must be carried on through interpretors; Hocver 
ene. that fotos had sbarted life as a coolie in a small rive/town, and 
through the accident of winning the favor of the Empress, had been taken 
into the court first as a companion to ximmm&minr her son, and ziflimrmis 
max when the boy died, as tutor to her nephew, the future Emperér. aAmamxh 
Sinox Chang's life-story was xmxmdmemk a romantic adventure of luck, 
courage, currying favor in the xa right places, and fatamtic exploits -- 


QF 


such as his 2e=mhwexhbnex eae) ae walls of bone (never before 


Chetry nel: wed 
accomplishea)oy-merrfy ae eeaewer at night as the royal family 
Were beget ed , fabulous ees which had won for the coolie 
Or Be 
boy xmemapemimkmenk high mmamxemefix fank of Mandarin. “ho Hoover, Chang was 
Wh We? Af dls ad 
a "Chinaman," shrewd, capabY@,aqgge innately inferior to » white mgn and 
Ais rolf ~ 
’ ‘ Pew=imaxbonibxr a crafter and f orive takere 
ant 
Hoover @ mxtucdesiee with Chang were—cexeebewme almost 


pevliail 5 
compT@tety through the Mandarin's trusted Ekuropean amt advisor, Gustav 


on, 


* 


-2- 
Detring, a German who had come to China as a young man and who had for 
the past thirty years inaidichiknmxppmtnek® been in Bikes of on custonis 


collections .t the treaty ports. dagetbabaae , Detring eos ‘ap beimbed: 
aeeed as an advisor on mines 
commissioner at Tiantsin, erate bmenxeaxnomsmknamt to Li Hung Chang, 


y Ale 9 


Viceroy of Chihli, ant Dacane entcuuielas: am the Chinese Mining and 


in which the nh 
Engineering Company, si sentra siete imperial government 


shared the oer cod ueben eyrementon the first metrem attempt of 
= Chinese to exploit the vast coal’ and iron feber (te 6. Sere. 


te Tak, wn fae practi, w 4 had aka aes —_ 


a a gen Mate, fet Asis "% [era : 
problems Fee eee relations with the Buropeag,Gowerw - -- Uh woey 
, 
eties, there were tardly wy other problems, -~-wewre Rt OF f. 
director am principle: fee 4 
één Détring-« Yon—e0, mixtefnmfix imaxiuofixhke a 
stockheldér. of Ley, 
Chinesedtining dnd Engineering Companys His~Exceltieney Chang trusted 4 
Detring? impricitery. the German was a shrewd Sng Rar i si Che nar aac 
ney swede oof, uawdaale = 
eee nd onplonses he wee al ed_to haye au widerbbeneing ae 
om Tee 
- Vhinese prev TSHerd-Sirinaan ‘SnamiGiatn aie pointeeL, View; ence ‘sympathetic. 
hae pte | Oia oF 
to sha serkitchmess in thmir strucgleytio-preserve—tieTr mania country 
Vie 


COmm tke foreign aepradations. Hoover ,xMMmtrihe mm xD shkee —Reuecren, took 
for granted Rmkminghx that Detring, for 211 his smhemxm trusted position, 
With Sma, must understand the impossibility of allowing the Chinese to 


since 
maintain control of valuable ore deposits, mi boky xAmanamnctinomeh like most 


jd ed pe ee ttf 


omandley 
Europeans, Hoover theegmi wut tint Chinese, Heaeorek _ammgxnms world 
progress and viviligzation ,bp-refrsting-vte—erant- the 1 wate eee theer ih te 


Ahgentius:, 


explost .dmmoutinexmamtmkhnemnomgexamtioover mew that Moreing nada 
. fre : 
during his visit to ‘China in 1898, ee Detring to. mick Teeré the 


PO ek) Rages aL: Jf rd dees /: 
Chinese customs and to go in with him; offering a half interest ae an 


Chinese business , as_en—heeaenemt. Detring well refused, though he ceieemned 
a wrt warnntr, wy Yue eT fig tiie! 
that foreign capital and Western pers Taeweesbe~hewrt b wed... 
» Gapth, O54 eee fy a “w Qin 
Detring yh ad would do he could to break 
enn ae) sale Oem, ba 
tT omearsth, Chinese resist nee and ba stewtoerstinpenint soontembectbieek-< 

brurl 


: Wereing - Y preference Lec poxeinin mining promecton thediais COULA be arranged 


ae | | # 


i ane 


\ 


OU ry th C8Ce 


Moreing hadbeen-aneble to accomplish what he Had set out to 
AO tr—Sirtrre =e thst Te, to" take over the Sntmeen Katping mines for 


the mapsin teed, pr. ww ue) ou & T forilaatee 
Brittteh—eephial. Hoover was<eent to tke China, te to be peas the event 
4 to/4 nthe hater, 


\ the ca enia hanged. ae Hoover was whthta paid by the Chinese, and 


Th re n> Ae 
cag inside tie wappartus, Whienwuas so baffling to apie oor 


ot auf Hi 


Mopeffig man Wrv-coulé pe enisted:: to turn MEEXEKyKEX aITy Opportunity into 


an advantage for the 4ondon company. his tasks as 


fu why = : 


technical advisor, Heersr would an. leat the true value 
ai weil bet) Qgith the physical and political 
of -TI ore oem? toa rmenaase possibilities of-epemtme-—wp—<he 


ag Th, & ly Glin, of 
"ore aoe foe Western Héthedse Moreing, ipa.tion 


Kw harbor hey 
jar th hing Wan Tao alex immat loan, had a lien agadmet the Kaiping 
the CONCESSLONBe Mr pyrwfitent 
mines ck_in any ‘race for pnsmemshom.e He atme had the badking 
? sar ugh BE WA ATLL | plato T. pagal tate, Aten eee Y sles 1 hth Ae 
of the British Poreign office, since the Jaxxxioohpingxmines Chinese ° ‘Wining 
tay Tat ‘a hela 
and Engineering ‘Company controlied tlag leas pork of Shing. Wan tae, 


Whntoohowih thn hoe xwkbheh yap a wikAR supplied as it wap by railroad 
with coal from the mines, woudd_ha_tinveivebte—seme—ecadias station for 


Her “ayestyte-wavys— not 
: 6 in China coulghave been 
Certainly, Hoover's xmmubxximemmhammnk im better timed 


so far as 


6 


“harsh by the uninitiated, and partaps too ninble ane over-shiewd. 


: spread of. law and the maintenance, of peace". If the pursuit of 


Liles: , ~ . gat, 
- * . a as : * , ’ : 
The Chinese experience ended wher ‘Hoover was twenty-seven. 
He had acquired a modest fortune: “uorsixle, rewarded. hin with? bis i 
rt) 
shares of stock woth BB a share on the London eicioasiass The young » mur. 


was now a partner in one of the ‘reoat eng a mining enginebrs : 


wat 
oe 


and promoters in the world, a bona” fide nembor of hat “Brave te 
little group of enpire builderse His methods: were sonetines thought 


But the means wore thrust upon. hin by tho very bagyhraranoas of the 
people with whoz he must deal and to whom he helped bring,’ despite } 
their lack of appreciation, the benefits of a. superior cultures 
Progress mist not be rotardééd by the ignorance of those about to 

be blessed by having progress thrust. upon there At “erat Hoover 
could accuse himself of tricking the Chinese 4nto salvatione By 
porsudding Chang, no mattor.with what pebuiRes » to sell tho Saiping 
properties to Moreing, Hoover had saved His Excellency from the 
Hiotens, a far more ruthless and apaaping lot than: tho Britishe In. ~ 
thenineties » business nothods /atent pe ‘looked upon askance in the 
white man's world, were necessary.and oven cormeridable when 
practiced in the colénial Bgafe Hoover wag an. imperialist, anxious. 
to advance the system which a contemporary pietorian aptly 
described as “the greatest, howor in the world, today, for L1t 
{[buperielim] ‘combines with the force and inspiration of national 
needa and ideals a code of international conduct, aining at the 6 


imperialist expansion brought HOOVES profit, surely personal . 
bonfit could ‘not be. pegrudged theman who, ushered justice and -peade 


to the less fortunate’ racese, QG 
Zt a8 exhilorating for Hoover's, so young in ‘years, to 
attain the goal ne had dreamed of all his life, vaguely in his 


7 é 
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T * 
Te Chinese expericnce ended when Hoover was twenty-seven. 
He nad acquired a modest fortune: Noreing rewarded hin. with 10,000 
shares of stock vobth 55 a share on the London exchange - fhe young ™ 
was now 2 partner in one of the largest firms of mining engincers 
and promoters in the world, a bona fide member of that, brave~ 
Little group. of, enpire builders. dis methods were soretines case’ 
aie by tho uninitiated, and perhaps too nimble and over-shrewa. 
But” the hens were thrust upon him by the very packwardness of the 
people with won he must deal and to whom he helped pring ,-despite~ 
their lack-of—appreciation, the benefits of a superior a beri 
Progress must not be retaraéd by the ignorance of those about«to 
1a Gales uae progress thrust upon then. At worst, iceven. 
could accuse himself of yesCine the Chinese into salvation. By! 
persudding Chang, no matter enehed promison, to gell the *aiping 
properties to horeing, hoover had saved His Excellency from the 
Russians, u- far_nore! eubntose. 20 and grasping lot then-the British] 3 In 
thenineties, business nothods /aigatahe qed upon askanee in the 
white: man's world, were ‘nécessary and, even comnendable when 
Wie 
practiczd in the ‘colénial East. Hoover was an imperialist) armsteus 
Sea &, sensed 
to advanee'the system which 2 contemporary historian aptly 
described as ‘the greatest power in the world vonays for it. 
[anperialisn] combines with the force and inspiration of national 
‘needs. and ideals a code of international conduct, ining at the , 
spread of Law and phe maintenance of peace "90 If the pursuit of 
imbertalict expansion brought Hoover prota surely porsonal Alte aod 
wales could siok-ne Besmagedthonan who ushered justice and peace 
“to the less fortunate races. 
; It was exhilerating for Hoover,..so young in years, to 
“attain the goal he had dreamed of a1 his life, vaguely in his. 


4 


-. . “a 
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boyhood, romantically at Stanford -- only seven years nad passed 


since he had graduated a penniless lad without a secure job or any 


: . v 
id ‘a where to get one. He did not permit success to surfeit hime 
His horizons. broadened. But he was proud that only two yoars after 


marriage his young wife knew she had made no mistake in choosing 


hin and that with him, there was no height ‘to which they could not 


confidently aspire. 


s > 
eed sa 


3 
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The U.S. Consul~General of Ragsdale in Tientsin reported? "During 
the last year [2904-05] a new industry has been indtroduce into China, 
and more particularly into North China. This is the exportation of 
indentured coolies to the Transvaal...Contracts for this work were Biven 
ae British firms in Tientsin -- Willian Re Porbes & Coe and the 


‘ the 
Chinése Engineering and Mining Company. For each coolie delivered at 


port of embarkation and passed by the uedical examiners, a fixed sum 


- 


4s to be paid these contractors. 
cd 


nil 


> 
. 


q 


~ . eo an 
ex - dt : 


only too late they learned their fate. In 1904, over 45,000 eoolies 


in particular 
arrived in the Rand. The American press/condenned "the disgraceful 


scheme" of the South African Rating Neemnsan sontracts, embodying all 
the elements of slavery"! and predicted. that’ Mind srue 
and bitter discontent will cone the, 
the 


» Pace conflict, 


lot of ‘the unfortunate colony until 
obnoxious ordinances are. repested. Hauck 


< 
: ae ae ee ‘ 


< x 


only too late they learned their fate; In a9ba, over 43,000 cQolies 


arrived in the Rand. The Mieelean press in particular dchdemisa the he Xl 
South African "stringent tera 
Ptah sioicbwibwlitchesbeetneeans tet td 


‘ h 


disgraceful schene” of the contracts, mors 


embodying all the lements of 


“126~- ' . 

By the timo Hoovéy loft China in 1901, the Oriental | 
Syndicate,to whom Moreing hed turned over control ef the Chinese 
Engineering and: lining Company Ltd. of London, had issued 
1,000, 000 shares of Bl cach in accordance with the original 
terms of sale. Of these shares, S75, 000 were -turned over to the 
old com any in China as the transfor providods soven shares had i 
peén used to sot up the Syndicates 50, 000 shares wore sot aside. 
as a future xhxa gift to Chang and Detring as described, below; © 
and “150,000 sharos were listed as tho fully paid-up property 
of the Oriental Syndicate. Also, the London poard issued #500, 000 


aed 


| 
of 6% dovontures and cach “aebonture carricd a bonus of a half | 
share of stock Sep eno lnen 253020 250,000 shares, a 25 porcent 


of the entire ebook issuo -xHhinkmmx handed to "erdonas" wt hout 
‘cost to the recipient or recompense to tho corpanye The reason 


for the open-handedness was the nedd to "persuade" investors to 


risk money in China. The remaining 174, °995 shares of tho original 
1,000,000 (approximately - Zens 000) wont to Moreing as a brokerage 
? foe for his servicese The China stockholders objected that the 


London board's generosity , 


ene wee ee Keen 


< chs dae 


depreciated the value of the 3575, 000, allotted to the old i a 


and further denounced tho sale of: dehastiea as ncodlesse Pinang, 
of the #500, 000 raised by dobentures, ‘only a portion of this... ¥ 
amount found its way into working capital, and no ee 
was givon as to the disposition of funds not spent in oftnar™, e 
In July 1902, Detring wrote a the sorierton represciting,. 
the London company accusing the London beard, of attempting to et 
squash tho China board. *ho Ssinea tev responded in a conciliator 
mannor, aclmowledging that "Tt was’ in order to maintain, the rights . 
of yourselves [potring and Chang Yen-Hao . and tho Chinese share- 


2 


holders that the agrocuont [or February 19,1902] was madee This ~ 


. 


aby Gis nae and signed tho, same day as the transfer and- ‘ 


Ei 


ie + <4 CHAPIER VIL 
Four Continants: January 1906 = August 1014, 


In his autobYography, Dr. Davia Starr Jordan dsguribed” 

mee ting Herbert Hoover on a visit to Australia in 1907. The 
eminent President of Stanford University recalled that Hoover, 
Welton Stanford, and Dean Mitchell -- ‘BewS ck, More ing *s- local 
manager -= subsoPibed $3000 to buy."all useful books pertaining 

to the history of AystraliaS Hoover and Dr, J ordan spent a short 
‘time together in Sydney: "He was then thirty-three years eer : 
a quiet, boyish-looking, soft-spoken young Tan » but with very 
positive opint ons and high ideals." A travelling companion of 

Dr. Jordan's, on Being . Introduced to Hoover, remarked, "Your - 
friend looks too young: tb be a mining engineer, Dr. Jorday 

’ added, "On our way that night to Adelaide, aunt tal of South 

- Australia, Hoover explained that he had run through his profession. 
It held nothing more for him except to lay up money, of. which he 
already had all he needed. As ‘managing partner of the $imainn|x 

' (London) firm of Bewick, Moreing end Company, he was receiving 
$5000, a year as Mining Expert and $95,000 $95,000 as Financial 
Experte!: ‘On his return ‘to London, he intended to resign, comple te ) 
a Literary study ihioh appealed’ to him, and it go back to 

Aner ioa, and find. soine form of executt:ve work in which he could be 


. of service."2 >> a 
: ‘ , ‘ ~140~ 
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This entry in Dr. Jordan's voluminous and meandering 
memoirs has been quoted by almost every biographer of Herbert 
Hoover, some to berate Hoover because he admitted being more Bt 
a "financial expert” than an engineer, others to praise him for 
hise xtraordinary success. Recalling Hoover's intense loyalty to 
Stanford, and the importance he placed on the good opinion of all 
associated with the incyepaiug his conversation with Dr. Jordan had 
&he rather self-conscious, casual, superficially cynical tone 
of a former student trying to impress a respected xambim mentor. 
Hoover doppouiated his attainments (but he .did not expect Dr. 
Jordan to take the self-depreciation too literakly, and the 
Doctor understood); at the same time, Hoover bragged in his 
curiously oblique way of the distance he had travelled in the 
twelve energetic years since Dr. Jordan: had handed out diplomas 
to the Stanford "Pioneers." Hoover modes tly hinted that he owed 
mich of his good fortune to luck -+ which Drv Jordan shrewdly 
doubted. He intimated that he considered a business career less 
admirable than "literary study," or the desire to leave the 
financial wold for home and "services" Dr. Jorean was stirred: 
for so prosperous & man as Hoover to realize while still so young 
that money making was not the whole of life struck the Dootor as. 
remarkably sensistive and perceptive. Hoover won the respect of 
the junke ting Doctor who kept precise travel notes on all unusual 
experiences and significant conversation, just as he collected 
“snapshots, odd bits of {neormatton; data on world peace, and 


detailed descriptions of rare fish. 


Hoover may have exaggerated his income from financial 


to gain recognition as.a Yeader in the mining world. 


~142- . 
activities; he was ne vertheless expressing the very real fact that 
@ mining engineer could never ss to control the companies he 
worked for nor become a Becreeye figure. in the industry. If 
Hoover had limited his career to engineering alone, he would like- 


wise have condenned himself to a subordinate role. In an article 


reprinted by. ‘Wie Stanford Alumnus | An 1904; Hoover advised young 


mining students on-how best to prepare themselves for ‘the future: 
he pointed, out that success was achieved only if "thé dual 
capacity of technical and commercial execution is combined in one 
person." ng 

‘Before Hoover became a parther of Bowick,Moreing -- which 
meant dewelouing his talents as a "financial expert" -=- he had 
been at best an efficient employes but whatever his sk‘ll, he 
could always be fired at the discretion of the London office, As a 
mehber of the firm, Hoover applied ais practical knowledge of 
wines and mining methods : to problems of management, promotion, 
and finances his quick perception of a mine's potential, his 
ability to appraise undeveloped neo property, his accurate 
knowledge of the jay and means_to.extract ore, were invaluable 


. 
assets, He had ‘shown homself to be a resourceful, efficient, 


and when necessary, daring engineer. He turned to promotion and 


finance not because he had failed as’ a techni éian,, but because he 
desired greater authority, wider soope. He had always looked upon 
his earnings .as- the yards tick of his mH success. Hoover left the,” 


mines for an office in, the City to-amass a personal Poets: and 


circles. 


Sd 
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He placed great emphasis on thoroughness and. system. He 
approached promotion and finance in mich the same way as he had 
faced engineering problems in. the. field: he worked ‘out a set of 
principles, drawn’ from observation, reading, saa: experience, and 
he used these’ principles as a rule of thumb, offering them, since 
he did not lack self-confidence, as a guide to the rest of the 
industry. He conéinued his habit of contributing to various 
mining journals, but now his articles ‘At soussed einance and. mine 

- valuation. \ 

Hoover urged that mine accounts be kept in a eniform manner 
moxbhnkmathime nope ke smvomhinkesy, to siiee aa books and reports 
of all companies on a comparable basis. The standardization ' 
advocated by Hoover would lielp prevent fraud by local superinten- 
dents and managers; and consistency in the handling of \ 
depreciation, t onnage, and the allocation of- charges: would 

“permit the investor to form a clearer idea of a mineds position 
and inspire greater confidence in promotional kmxnkn prochueee: 
thus naking it easier to finance mitie properties. _ 

Hoover's friends credited him with popularizing ideas 
subsequently adopted by all mining mene In particular, Hoover 
polemicized against slow exploitation of ore deposits, Frequent 
articles and letters to editors gGiesced his conviction that since 
the "true objectives of mining is to gain the greatest profit 
from a given body of ore,” it followed that "the shorter the period 
involved in.the extraction ‘of the ore, the better," He pointed 

out that "the maximum output is not only necessary for the 


cheapest production, but money locked up in ore underground is 


am 
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idle money.” Since "the introduction of increased equipment shortens the 


time of extraction 


| © -141- 


expert" than an engineer,. others to preige him for his extra-° 
erdinary success. Recalling Hoover! 8 intense loyalty to Stanford, 
and the importance he placed an vine good opinion of all associated 
| with the university, his conversation with Dr. Jordan showed. 

| ‘Hoover anxiously trying to impress his respected mentor ‘py - 


assuming a rather self-conscious, casual attitudes 


Hoover's eagerness to impress Dre Jordan 
The rather self-conscious, casual attitude expressed by Hoover 
ghamedxhimoreyngn imc remexiememan ae 


Hoover's self-conscious » rather casual attitude was intended © 


| 
to impress Dre Jordan whe, 
Hoover's self-conscious, zather casual attitude 
S Hoover placed one seROE Ene? on tre good opinion of all 


Hoover had 


© 
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expert" than an engineer, others to praise him for his extras 
ordinary successe Recalling Hooverts sntense loyalty 0 Stanford, 
and the importance he siKee Nou the good opinion of sli assooiated | 
with the university, his conversation with Dr. Joxdan had the 
\yather self-conscious, casual, superficially oni dal tone of a 
former student trying to impross a respected nentor’, Hoover 
made light of 
gexmeoinieimkns his attainments (but he did not expect Dre Jordan 
to take the self-depreciation too literally, and the Dactor 


understood); at the samo time, Hoover bragged in his curioushgx  - 


oblique way of the distance he had xxx come in the twelve energetic 
yoars since Dre Jordan had handed out diplomas to the Stanford 
“p4oneerse" Hoover modestly hinted that he owed mich of his good 
® rtune to luck -- which Dr. Jordan shosathhy shrewdly doubted. Heove 
intimated that he considered a business carerr less admirable than 
"Jiterary study,” or tho dosire to Leave the financial world for 


home and “services” Dre Jordan was stirred: for so prosperous a 


man as Hoover to. realize while still so young that money making 
was not the wholeof life struck the 4mpressionable professor as 


romarkably sensitive. 


pee ee ere ee i ee 


Chapter VII 1 
In his autobiography; Dr. David Starr Jordan described 
anmeanbingumhthxtimomrnin meeting Hoover. in Austra liaxdmning in 1907. 
The eminent President of Stanford muboizoonpenbadxboxtinpseonntaemtnodas 
enxmumxaxpéd chiomnkoxncbinrin was accompanied by Dr. Payson freat, ao 


Youd ee ‘perms comnieaizent assigned ‘to themspenint a special study of" 
xumbemihamamdmkhenRam Be sx Australian and “ar Eastern history. Jordan 
ane ATE spacial that Hoover, Welton Stanford, and. Dean Mitchell -- 
the Rewick, lMoreing neeeved manager in Australia -- subscribed $3000 to 
buy "all useful books pertaining to the history of the Commonwealth." 
In Sydney, Hoover and Dr. Jordan spent a short time together: "He was 
then thirty-three years mig of age," wrote shamSbanfaxt Jordan, " a quiet, 
poyish-laoking, soft-spoken young man, but with very positive opinions , 
8 analy Ihde barsperetirs © 
and high ideaks." fhe doctor “introduced Hoover to e-fetierd who remarked 


"your friend looks too young to be a mining engineer." Dr. Jordan XuSEx . 


{ 
om tom add Lon our way that night to Adelaide, capital of South Australia, 


Hoover explained that he nad run through his’ profession. It held ‘nothing m 
more for him except to lay up money, of which he already had all he needed. 
As managing pertner of the (London) firm of Bewick,Moreing & Company, he 
was receiving '$5,000 a year’ as,Mining Expert and $95,000 as Financial 
Teperhe™ On his return to London, he intended to resign, complete a 
“Literary study which appealed to him, and then go back to America an 
find some form ‘of executive work in which he could be of service." 

Bpaniomiankexmemaniesmnwex This rf ed 
Dr. Jordan's voluminous and meandering memoirs has pecs quoted by: almost 
every biographer ‘of Herbert ‘Hoover, SummohbetnampnteK some to berate 

wus wind df ‘a Tas dy Maple 


Hoover ‘because he wes a "financial expert," others to praise him for his 
Mette f- 


e extradddinary Srseaedinlaay« Bnknihxtsnkonth Recalling Hoover's. intense ‘loyalty 
\ “to Stanford and his desire fornr recognition fre all i aoa connected, 


o 


Oo ‘ 
with the university, his remarks to Pr. Jordan -- which he did not expect 
to see published -- appear as the rather self-conscious,. BkfK casual 
sige ey aon of a former student attempting to impress a mespceres mentor: 


awe py pilenn ATV a aseseeerEs 
Hoover, deprec ated trhmseaf and bamxxm bragged oe: in his 


ay Ff 


curiously oblique way, he xognainbsdoPeaaiendann reminded Dr. Jordan of 
he Anlaut UW uy frdicali tad yr. wi TidhA Faris Atul Lieeny Laixidf ee 


' msees while aintainget a-—-becomintf motes’ He impled 
Uhm Rage rnvleal lng es jus fii oy ng Att cota 
jmpressing. Dr.—Jondan a hae He had seo beon-samewant 
” 


chelily hay -- which Dr. Jordan was shrewd enough to doubt. Moreover, Hoover 
“wf 


Peet & wtih 
Datel xngx that his business career vee less moovhkgo iueoptane to—bhe—pedaposue 
Cres ats A 
than his inteneebsin "a literary study," and his expmegsed desire to 
leave the financial world for te homelas@ and "service! to—hiéieeLallounan. 


ont 


Dr. Jordan was stirred, To earn $100,000 a year was in the Boctor's eyes 


swells 
a eae ability! especially sicSieindividuelawewe.a-Siansond— 


Sraduaba; but for so prosperous a man also to realize while still so young’ 
S that money making was not the whole of life struck the Doctor a8 the mark 
of extraordinary sensitivity and perception, e—just-as-he~trat fount tose 
ee ae ne eye had, as he intended, inepired the 


anpde experinces 
purty junketing doctor who eeceenes careful notes all unusual ené—sterbfteest 


and significant ote” / 
myn conversation Sosemnehrrg ae. his travels, just as he collected 


“Beaeaheee: odd bits of information, data on world peace, and detailed 


descriptions of rare fishe 
Hoover might have exaggerated . 
But, xitkk ra aiinwmmsnshnamxixhs mehbextamusmbn mak 
xnxoxdemch rnp sA rman 2abcha amo 
Hoamentaxaxaggemaned minumamxexaggerahem/the proportion of his income sa 
xhahxomnim that_tesustes f ron op centers eae activites iammminemin xgive 


a Jordan would have ry, : 


just 


Rmxmdardamx 


. he nevertheless was making a valid point. A mining engineer could go/so 


far as a technician;ana he could gain recognition for was skill and how 


ability, 2 pute ‘could not{as an _engineey control. the destiny 9f companies 
~n 


S and-hs~couid—nes" pecome sd dominant figure in the industry SHE Gs 
RN) 
ii . Linanetak a Butch tae teat an individual cemkd peseee a eee 


— 


wn 


Cs ‘, ; 
Oo : -2- Ate, 
with ee university, his xmetx. r,eemme to Dr. Jordan -- which le 
did not oan to see inibrddevimin «bho kmxkexhamenx nintinemehda yom 


duhxom pa bwb ects ey: Ai, 3 Sveabaner eo ToEE tire moran =e 
ea"4 KAG > Corer ite Med ly, CIMAhentiess Alar: 
t ecg ie rather Reed Mien aie Remesks of a a7 former student st Ot 


+4 
wafase a respected mentor. Hoover Waser eee, dopreciat LA nee and vragetad 


at the game time," snxihmashy atbompiiag in his curiously’ bes manner 
eae sea Dr. Jordan. with his ses nici while at_theescmistedsac. 

yateany 
* @merbensth mechan se chalets a iin ede modest: P= Oe He 


9) 2 Sede Cn zo ON Wh aeinsihete 
shmaxsek implied, tla thea helt Seetcaiay Soe Ee < 


> Qe In, ten Aipavd a” 
— succsaetini—-conees , he had ‘prin also ‘een bo~serte Oxon Boer, fucky -- 
which Dr. Jord hréwa gh t , i H 
c r. Jordan was shréw enough to choreenrerionas s ietecter, oover 
dunn havin ardety 
s : that years in_Ducebieges was nk less impress ve 


ony 


: _dnazixa to the pedagogue than he interest in "a literary study," and te. 
f * spend 3 Aw 
- . Antentioa to leave the fenanpr ae wont, aed return to his homeland ) EO 


S ne=Feehd devotehis sneneies to MGumebne some—sevewef "service." Dre 


pl d* Yor antew 0 Aroptabetn Chavet 
Jordan was bale -y impreseed. Amy -man-who~mede{G100,000 .a year was 


« an why “rn hy wdlivrdn rte thers 
moxbiny in the brs doctor's Clot safe all of hie cde tie RE Wate. 


teste, oe so smmmez properous a man vinoxekern 
oA this-wean weed a Stanford graduate; but imma dient ebay 
& alles while still so young whowalee-reahaved ‘that money awn th tats ata 
Was Men pin px hens naaddeeres was not the ep of life max i Sica 


“tht muy vf) CBR ey aa A cfeactd 
the doctor as an extfraordinab saree eRENAEe. 


just as as he intended, atl : 
' and. significant <- stthica Senator Stab ovdihge-beone, Hoover pad -» LPL 
*  snde14y2 th keting doctor wh pads “6 
nde e on 6 junketing doctor who , LNT 
ve : Or wut Bo callecticey 


Aza, 
wii eoresting experiences, conversations, xnc& snapshdts . ‘ 
Cte Stamp. A hliahad ME Lbs 


‘, , intesmasebony alergeieeh data on world peace: and ‘the-tmithbs of xaxemmm«hmns 
" xnmodasmmioites rare vacrSttesuaf fish. 


; ; ae ie beewlo 
aaa | 


4 


. 
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~3— : 
\ the sckence of 

real authority. Smxmkbsikxtemthe To himit his career merely to 

extracting ore from the ground would be to 

Lomadwankneanvva szcuaxmemimsondnbuh amit fe 2a ew emechyniok em boone mst mache 


ma rolee offering pf advice to young sinitmmhs 
accept a secondary phmemtncbifemiingmem In an article wrx‘ reprinted innths 
mining students reprinted by of : 


The Stanford Alumnus in 1904, Hoover diseusved—the~training noyossangmine 
oxhemsn cme cfc demanindmth bx 


aawining=eaginesrstoxgimexmamanmn px and emphasized that angoomqcbshing 
mame sricncbnesuhades k mornin sme Mohn mexmemme do taco skh Rn 
ankarhrtimbancememesncthanthenindn shrpalemonedmtnaod trem yooR pA LRM 
dachnhenimandmenmenshsabraxrecwbh om AEM so MANS WAN MSS pansonnitm 


nny was 
snznenentaxondedxthmkmbhensomginabkon success in the industry. Beqysyea 
more certain when 
kinxk "The dual capacity of technical and commercial exeution is combinedin 


one ye rson.”" 


Unieds Hoover hadagptned—tememiey won 2 partnership in Bewick} 
horeing & Coe -- which meant developing his talents as a #xn "financial 


empamhyix expert" -- he wouddexeve remained an employe who, for all his 


toomekess: ability, could be hired and fired at the discretion of the 
bmaeminn brought 

London office. As it was, Hoover zuomnitnama shrewd knowledge of mines and 

to the problems of manag%swy, promotig, and finandixe; 
mining: ee ae Sthemmodirbtihbesxasmmann perro pep af Scone emg 

% f 
his een—umae Sate Seta bt al Vs potential, his ability to appraise aswmstrsmx 
mek hrominah 


* yndeveloped prorerty,and his accurate knowledge of tigeemmgpx cmenysx 
.pxoE Ways and means Un ortlinl ll ariel imbeodogebervonend . 


.e— eopberbkirg< extbractiag ore gaxnoniyraddedxemibsn & <3 pmewed 


mnynecjosbx to 


ce hseartf 

an eng eaape weal eosoureetu ond siti; efficient and, when 
J oxenkod sg) Crant| & 

necessary, daring. I wmomaxhniaxirampek 


Mes Uy StArww~\9 
aan promotion and financing not pe ue faiseed as an engineer, but 
TakyCh odiatandsy th wiry Oaig’ 


because his e openedupdee—berger-fLlelge Lor“ nurs abilities. 
“ the his 
He had always considered his earnings = Z yardstick of kkx success; sa ES 
OM Ww 
memimnx Ts earnings ,»aumar, no matter ad 


nye ahd hymen 
vt he aryl 
RP rasied rp were eee Limited. 


@ 4s 
~4e- : 
Cnondianongmbeomustnnnee-ensnsan dormmnam entist prensa snisnR Pe: Stn d f ss 
( t 

= gut MA £ Pes 1 

maceecnnmee oh. inanci and promoti i Apna ia A iets een ona dses ‘re 
a ae ala damuae hyp PCDI Ce 

a Wider geri zeny »aidearonred Lagier +eommmank nikon x show, : 

. abt trties———wawch quigssier pinunbniimnarxamaxotmihe me abHowertrchsbtinl x 

b] G fru y uf 
fase ronda viol da asia leading figure in the mining worlc. 


eyes ee i Ra esis eee 


a3 


2 


f? 


| ana ‘to ee Ubu hig Meliin GUE 
a themway for_hie—oma-—sppuLmbiniers maxi eens : oron--after he-had—besem.- 
“ § 


oe 


aticouging theummnix foh—themextHend—ofthaStentords Dr. Branner Was 
omncly 
Hoover*s-ainiter-efdefniond psite would, use hs considerable infin ence 


tennis to hia Hoover se ogmn-ag jee-Torarvar web My reserers 


he 


+ tce7 an'/to 
senate tb dnd AX wl 


irsteog—amt 5 oct. _sngugh—not tO EE-HEY ES ecto-wertstou~tone oF to-SI Tom © , 
nee atresia ing : (hice ap Aare rs—cherces 
+ Lipper uy jh -wtren: ove 
5 aanoeeed r-hui-eonsttered hime? the next 
hence a ME bye poe frosts RlAE Ode. femme ad 
rae t of Stanford ‘crass dm omc hha xfimomx in n puap}iting ae 
axes plotter oa binky f ows A 
+ Onde 7 
acknoitledgerien t. eceroerh 


at 


ed 


2 yore BER 4 

> v va Sage 
L740, Bt eee ee PHS | 
5% ; 
. 


seuuea (to most, at least) a painful separation,. antitiig’ wot opty 
FRO oe gn? 


* 


a slight response." nee % 
The arrangement pleased Hoovery Dr. secs would ay 
use his cohsiderably influence in Hoover's behalf With | Brannér’ ea 7) 


tenure limited to two years, Hoover could push hi own naghi they we 


without fear that another : aspirant would hi ve time to 
rob him of his prize, and yet two years was sufficient’ interval | 
after his election to thre Board of Trustees toupvoid ovibgoton. . 
He already thought of himself as the next president of Stantgra, ~ at 
with only the formalities still to be arranged. % 
rm ‘ Nm 

Throughout the decade 1904 to 1914, Hoover had grown in = 
authoritye Hig spent his travelling time profitably -- writing 
articles, and especially in reading. He réad without plan or 
directioz, put ye hiaely, with particular attention to economics 
and history. He had a well-trained, retentive memory, a quick 
perception of facts. He mew the exact details.of every company's 
operations in which he was interested or involved, not’ only the 
financial aspects, but, the status mk at the mine. 

His syyness (often mistaken for modesty) did not wear off, 


though he was outspoken and aggressive enough in a director! 3 


. meetings Socially, he remained painfully ill-at-ease, almost surly, 


A 
; 


his manner pedantic and heavy until he was reassured or in a small 
intimate group with whom he felt at ease. Then he was inclined 
5 dominate, to PN ae fat anesdotes wirtth=hestpid with a 
eam tehor sce wit, spiced by sharp, biting comment, rarely 
humorous, but pereoptive and tinged with cynicisme His charm was 
Doped when he was taxi to one or two POEAOnss ‘the had only 
stiffness and a haughty coldness when he was- in the presence of 


@ larger group. He was inclined to display his penchant for the * 


academic, the learned -~ a pretension he shared with so many selfe 


Pd a 


OTS ahd 7 a -. “ :- gow . 


ra 


ff + F » * - on 7. -~ ‘. ot . 


; bd Throughout the decade 1904 to 1ei4,. ie Sas 


‘ “3 4 4 ~ ane wee 
e “ * a 
’ 4 , . as P 6 3 tA . re Od prt 5 
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‘a ‘es . ' ' : 
ap ee LISTED IN“ — eae pe Ass ye eh t. 


i mon, 2 7 By Pot : 
: Listed in Skinner's ‘British Mining Journal and: The-Redbook of 
N & rod ee ss ate er oe Z nO 
; Le a, te Vg A om. 

listen in.Skinher?s British ‘Mintng Journal and Zhe Redbook -of 

London as follows, for theyear 1902 (published ‘and gated one 
«= =u? VaR Tater), Hoover, served on three directoratess 1903 and > : 

4 ‘ : : ‘ ‘ . : > 
* ; - fo? _ 3 (a 3 


* vo of SB - = 


\ “115 8 
O : Mot to agree with Hoover, vas » in Hoover" 8 judgmant, to condone 
a forswear 


‘error and to Sgngayexn. dof ce . i 

His shyness iFven mistaken for modesty) did not. abate as 
he grew older, though he was. outspokan and. aggressive enough in 4 
directors! meetings for which’ he _ spetsinmagiaety nuenenee ‘| 
painstakingly. ,Socially, he. dppeared painfully ill-at-ease in 


attitude, 
any sizeable gathering, atamest surly in ‘hhxmmmens with a 


we 


pedantic, ponderous manner of spéaking. Only among his. “intimates 2° 
only with trusted friends, did he relas ia then he enjoyed, telling 
‘rambling anerdotes » Which he did well ,aRd [bel freely with 4 
& sharp wit and sometimes a malizious humors In such circumstances 9 
‘ 4 _his charm was expansive, contagious; vit, i pit he could not establish ; 
it fe 2a pengotiad relationship ,ané=insastarger-group, he withdrew irtto 
ry Ff “himse} > D careneeaeea and attempting/ to conceal his discomfort 
*  pehana a frigid, almost arrogant haughtiness. ; 
=) 7 : een Sd ce Hoover wanted toseinfoy a home rather 
than to Live, hand-to-mouth Ain a hotel or apartment. He ies his 
wife and two ona an Herbert, Jupior, born in 19034 1 nie 
born in 1907 (Hooves named the second child after his uncle 
in West Branch who had boarded him for a year af following Huldah 
Hoover's death)s~ with him on his éxtended journeys. Mrs. Hoover 
was adaptable; she had the knack of settling her family speedily 
On Bele 
and comfortably, and she managed with whatreoeemed-ar SEehOT SBE 
Li dieesemoesort the task of travelling with two little boys, a oir 
dog, Rags, &sheir toys, and all the necoseeny appurtances, and fo mad. 
Lf th sbi Greate the semblence of a home in strange and remote placed. 
She admired her energetic, restless husband; hengrasp of geology 
and . Rghmrningnemt mining enabled her to participate somewhat 


in Hoover’ s work. The Hoover§ were a closely knit unit; »' €oeply 


nm 


attached to each other, enjoying their Leisyure togothér iralicing, 
© ; eeeueenee picnicking, B& mutual taskse ‘The relationship between 


x 


“@l75= 
made’ mene | é 
Whenever possible, Hoover wanted his wife to wiake a home - 
for him and his family, rather than living in a hotel or apartments 
‘Before his sons reached school age (Herbert, Junion was born in 
1905, and Allan was born in oe named after the uricle in West 


Aooverts death)’, they and their nother scoomvadven iocivon on any ") 


' extended trips rae ‘Hoover was adaptable she. find: ‘the mio of? 
ae 


Hoover! 8 worke. When “tho two young boys were; Be 
Hoovers leased a large home Qn Howometa Horntsn' ste an ve 
* with a charming garden and ample space-for ee 
was kmown as Red House, where the. Hoover can ges 
“But the socially prominent of London, “pefore the fipst World War, f 
did not readily accept “Americans; for all the still, formal 
receptions and uneasy dinners tendered by the Hoovers, the elite 
aid not respond with warnth or, eagerness. In the eyes of, the. 
wetecpieoet: Lamilios, the Hoovers werg, Yankees » business people, * 


nouveau riche with, a somewhat. dubious’ neputation for ‘making tot 


* money by gambling and other q.ugationabie: mOAnse A writer in thé, OKs 


New Yonik: Tribune noted that "Hicpedbtin, desta, circles, Hoover: =“ 
known as tthe. rudest man in fondont," mos tly.. beoatiae he, was ‘aby s 

and wag ‘hard to speak to, and’ because, he’ soiaom sat, at: daities P: a 
table. throughout the whole emeady, but: would Sma be - oallad, nai 
ito ‘the telephone several timeae. Then, again, he would ‘Leave aes 
- guests q uite guddenty to. Jot ‘dowi notes ‘of matters oe consideiea e 
' aa 


to important to postpones a re 
Rebuffea by the arbitors of London Booloty, the: lgovere. 


caer “v. 
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made mens ane ‘ re 

Whenever possible, he insisted that his wife make a home 
for him and his family, rather than living in a hotel or apartment. 
Before his children reached school age, they and their mother 
almost invariably accompanied Hoover on any extended trip. inch 
Mrs. Hoover was adaptible; she admired her energetic husband, and 
she had the knack of doing things easilye But as the two sons 
(Herbert, Junion roe ora ie 180s 2a ation ee ees 
molthoxagax the uncle in West Branch who had boarded the orphaned 


Herbert for a year after Huldah Hoover's death} 


-~ 
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& 

made mene 
_-Whenever possible, he insisted that his wife make a home 

for him-and his family, rather than living in a hotel or apartment. 
Before his children reached school age, they and their mother 
almost invariably accompanied Hoover on‘any extended trip. izchung 
Mrs. Hoover was adaptibles she admired her energetic. msband, and 
she had the knack of doing things easilye But-:as the two sone . 

and Allan was born xAkhunxim 1907, named after 
(Herbert, Junion was born in 1905, and Ficteend 
mokboimagex the uncle in West Branch who had boarded the orphaned , 


Herbert for a year after Huldah Hoover's dcath? 


t 


ya 


all the awkward, formal receptions and uneasy dinners tendered {by 


Je -176= 
Hoover and kis wife was unusually close; to-Her husband, apt to 
#all into moody silences for long stretches, Lou Hoover offered 


sympathy and confidence, and above all, understanding; to his 


wife, Hoover offered trust and respect, and he relied deeply on 
t = . 


her judgment. They lived among strangers, constantly moving, 


‘ Meoonxa mwever a part of the community: they found stability and 


the cure for, loneliness with each othére at 

When the two boys were old enough -for school, the Hoovers 
leased a large home on Hornton Street if London, mown as the. ° | 
Rea “ouse, with a charming ganien and mike ample space for guests. 
They entertained a good deal. But the sieiaiiy prominent of London 
vefore the first World War did not readily accept Americans} for 


the Hoovers, ane elite did not respond with warmth Spd eagerness. 
The weli~pidéea families looked down on the Hoovers as Yankees, 
business people, nouveau riche on the POPs phery, of the real 
builders of Empire, and with a somewhat dublous reputation for 
malting their ; eoreune by ganbiing and other equally questionable 
means. 

Rebuffed by the arbitors of “ondon society, the Hoovers 
angrily fell back on the American colony with whom they felt 
less uncomforgsable. They offered unstinting hospitality to traveie 
Jing Stanford graduates and faculty members. The Red House became 
a haven for visiting Stantondites,-panbtontenty for Dr. Jordan. 
who gratefully praised the house on Hornton Street as "beloved 
of all Stanford men and women -- indeed of all Americans who 
panaed that way "0? The 4oovers were thoughtful of their guests! 
confort, tolgerant of the tourists! exe ineia eee compensated 
for their exclusion from British society by throwing their home 


open ‘to thee countrymeny who were only too happy for the chance 


ae 


. 
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rather angrily fell back on the American colony with whom they 
were more at ease. They matmmmi offered eager hospitality to 
travelling Stanford graduates and members of tle facultye The .Red 
House became a haven for visiting Stanfordites, particularly to 

Dr. Jordan who gratefully recorded that the house on Hornton 

Street was "beloved of all Stanford men and women «= indeed of all 
Americans who passed that waye"5> mie Hoovers were considerate 

of their countryments comfort and intorests, and since the British 
aristocracy rejected them, they, entertained visiting notables and 
“anteresting™people from home who were only too: ‘happy for the Chance: 
to visit a "real" London: town housee Dr. Jordan’ ayréotated Meher 
use of the extra automobile"5® which Hoover mut at his disposal” i 
while he was in Londone In 1913, tle Hoovers rented an old BEnOk 


‘House in Stratford-oneAvon for the summer, and 1t became the 
rendezvous of Stanford men and women, American engineers, ‘and 
successful business mene 7s Sat 


| 
| 
In these years, Hoover again had his beloved older brother 


Tad close to hime Theodore Hoover had graduated from Stanford in 


_1901 with a degree in geologye He had married a Stanford girl, .. ' 
Mildred Rmmmksg Brooks of Baltinones and by 1903 had pushed his’ way 
to the position of assistant nanager (subsequently superintendent) | 
_of the Standard Cénsolidated Mining Company, at Bodie, Californias 
A small community of Stanford engineers and their wives gathored | 
4n Bodie and worked closely together -~ clnoludigg the Hoovers?’ : 
younger sisted, May xn (now imown as Mary) and her husbands ." 


Theodore was an able engineer. By 1907 he had come to “ondon as 
consulting engineer for Minerals Separation, Ltd. Like his brother, 
Theodore contributed frequent articles to mining journals; in A 
1910, he took out British and U.Ss patents on a flotation process / 


he had developed. (and which was used’ by the Zind Corporation), &: 


” 
- 


x 


:, Cl T To : 
and Sater Theoddre, published the first fullelength bobk-on the 
subjects More important, ‘Theodore and Herbert more: ‘and more joinea 


forces, with Thedore y of Course, in a lesser rolee Their names 


appeared inoreasingly on the same boards of. directorss ‘Herpert 
began to Hane over his interests to his brother's, GAGs. and each 


man inoludea the otis yr. in promising deals or important oppoibiiis 
itiese Always, Herbert was able to do more for Theodore; .1t. eae 


-Herbert who- ‘brought. his brother on: to- the; ‘boards 6f-tH6; ten toa me 


Mines, the Zinc Corporation, the Oroya: Tesiicns tho Nacata i “ee maa 

the “Hake View and Stars More andhore, as, Haber; iowa Bd 

a palsy eae! rn 2 

‘expanded, he depended on Theodore to watoh. ae pais 5 
i NEEE 


. . : * ot Rani a 
holdingse . ei ae ae s 
ne 


‘intended to maker pormanent home. ¢ on Tania “ had daa on the 
Stanford campuse He had decided to break’ away from ‘io eiton 
mining world and to. settle down in his om country: as an- Ais eanie 
for the sake of his. wife, their sons, and his om. futures As —~ 
he approached forty, he had won for. hinself the luxury of being 
able to plan his. future. Though - olroumstances were to offer hin. 
a far more important career than, he* "fna’ dreamed of for. himself, E 


Hoover had already put his business. affairs in order and sea oats 
e Be s 


his. affairs in Preparation for his new ‘lifes 
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The-Instters—fmxen—e-hdlding—sompanys— 


The Insiders Operate a foraing Company! The London and West Australian 
. % as 
Exploration Company, Ltd. 


3 so 
The herding-sokipany Cerise Lor the protection of the pmamshemsTarge 


pronoterd Was /aggd-D mam BOT Vek ,~Moreing’s Com 2 


yb-aw* vastly 
The Exploration Company Wire set up Moreing, as eee and with xs 


control firmly in the hands of his company. The Exploration~Sompany. was 
ammnnunienx_g_conventencas.to-distrivute-Lossesrewiltitg- frou bad Judgnent 
and mine fai luzes sammy ine Sharenolders in the Exploration Company were 


exfixaim phy xm x gf ten vittimized by having ee) shares dumped on 
SpE RE cere Wn AALAL Yrnran, Bobo? waa Layne aa jens Af. thy 
them ana d Img SLaEEs i As an eee 


the uaa. Company owned 57,500 shares of. the Sons of Gwalia ‘mine in 


1902 when the. ‘Phosaent d/1 wene considered only faire In 1903, oT the annual 
t An gqusys Ay 
meeting of the Exploration Company, the directors announced that—they 
acd tuts 
vetatired only 15,441 shanse~—os—the ‘Sons of Gwaliat==*: -taythe interim, the 
Anurk ah 
shares had zappmenkmisest more than doubledin in value: While the market price 


o¥ the baoc sold was 540 ,000,. EASSExploration Company 
te 


ett? 


had. réalized "618,000 on the sale. Moreing claimed gs. ‘wap anet his doing 


Rud deur 
since’ he was out of the country at the ‘timo, the-teonsanttba weg-hendled. Ra 


At is interesting to note that i ico Some afnluaiehe-shaves-ad-doubled_— 


gud. dividends wens biptey She khe it-waselesmnedethst Bewick,Moreing & Co. ad 
Ww Jror Carma ° . ; 
anepenee? re holdings of thix theseasheres -- at a price. far below the market. 


[me he ihe Bioretion. 6 holdi Aa —saos in th 
8 a % is) ploration Gomp ariy! s no ngs n 6 
arated a YUAg . 


Cosmopolitcan mine: when the shares naseon tho -maaies, the dimeators-of 
Aiton 
the Exphoration Company suddenly sola ae a price that did not take full 
* 
advantage of the market. 


Actuensby:, the holding ‘company Gaanhme yawning oh device -- and the beplor 
; . mo * “aA 


a Reo ere peers oe! n- Sow a eee 8 OO Ee 


4 


wervandlie “~~ 


‘ tion Company was nothing else -- permitted xhe dirscbers like ‘Néreing to 


doubtful 
dump/securities held=by han—..Bewiekglouaimg. into the laps of 
Cresl br a te 


the Exploration Company. In the event.the doubtful securities na prewed a 
pentg ees 


total loss, Moreing bates a8 
th Qe aT aut hatdiry hada ns 
with the sha (stockholders. of&the-hoiding-companye In the even! that the 
+ rose 
doubtful securities appreniatat in value, a 3 
7 could buy back at a "reasonable price” | ‘take 
‘oreing kmiught the securities xan /fpor—bhe-ExptorsttonsCAnpeey and **6X most 


of the profit for himself. See eer ne ere eee ee Bewick, 


IREEEENA ES Me 


“obeing & Coe, the Exploration Company, and 


makin Schomennix 
gpt informatior! on mining yentures ahead of most s areholders; he used: this 
dvantage ifs holdi a 


dvantag and to the pro! it, of Bewick, Moreing & £00" 


er how it was made, /that benefitted Bewiclt sMoreing 


t 


enefitted Hoover, fle gained his share of the manipulations carried on through’ 


Any profit, Ba ma 


Exphorath ta oa 


Ce faewit? putin bnne Oof wr & ALL : 
At.iimes, the Exploration Company "Piantband its holdings. *n tn Pe, 
Mam 


de epirta o, ths pEE oes, 
instance, i took a paper xmmenf loss of 599, 00 ous certain stocks, far Re 


peepreteny . Cut ch tchonwty of & rey a 
apothertime the Company resadmed shares Gowasseard | by %1009000. Exts t 


wee 


* Refvaluation naturally affected .the 32 aaeet ped thesé shares. Nen-ike~ 
Konsing, By Sie eae of time that augh re valuabton would bake place, 


ur dition wad, § eK, nes drnsfit 
M wea anticipate t ee Ne and meee accordingly 


pumeaerc 3 ay ; 
earn 
In addition eae ‘| position da» Remhaorkhe various 


Myauies, iy Pager awed 4 48 
companies meat advance information on mining ventures, 
tal 
eae PR ct ie RON em manipulate 


-~ 


his stock holdings, Ep se#l seek he knew mast would depreciate to the 


W. 


SK 
holding company, 0 ‘ puy”stack he knew wowlidert: e from the holding 
; pra PAA stots 5 
company 4 of ortrtl / ‘ 
4 %, on 
any/profit, no matter how it was made, béhobeeteg (a2 Sabine on, 
swe Mea. ts 

porettita-resul ting “froin 


R thepidama, ee jgoveneate da his shhre of wee 


Muterém nifwlations it the a cea Company e 


— 


1. Exploiting a Holding Company: The London and West Australian 
eepaoreyace Company , Lta.' 
Moreing set up the London and West Australian Exploration 

Company, Ltd. with himself as chairman and with gontied Birmly in she 
his own hands. She Exploration Company had numerous functions, all of 
them designed to cushion the risks taken by Moreing and his fellow 
directors, as well = genie these “sinstaers" the maximum opportunify 
tonaintoy handsome profits. For example, Bewick, Moreing & Coe bought 

the Sons of Gwalia gold mine through’ the Exploration Company, which 


thereupon sold the mine to a newly formed operating company; the sale 


and Th ati! med 
recompensed the Exploration Company for its initial iivestaent? assumed 
ve My 
future risks, but Moreing and his aSsociated retained Jane ” 


interest in the mine. 


ra 


Shareholders in the Exploration Company. were often victimized 


- 


by having ones with amm a doubtful future and shares doomed to 
depreciate dumped on the holding company; more promising holdings owned 
by the Exploration Company were frequently sold to the private accounts 


word 


of the,"insiders" just before a large dividend payment fell due or on the 


eve of a significant market rise. In 1902, to cite one instance, the 

Exploration Company owned 57, 500: shares of the Sons of Gwalia when the 
spre Exploration Company's directors my 

minets earning capacity was considered deuthial. The /dhxaxhomsypxhmn ha 


yuimmaminetixhme had, in fact, revalned thé bloc of Sons of Gwalia zak 


, shares, taking a 599,000 loss. The following year, in 1903, Moreing 


failéd to benefit by the market® improyement -- some other investor did. 
Rumors cirdulated ‘that, thesp-meiie ‘fortunate purchasers were also members 
of the Exploration Colhnpany''s board. : 

The holding. company a ovtogpgmmt thea "insiders" like “oreing 
to dump securities dnto the laps of onary shareholders --_the 


"4aiots," as Hoover called them. When &e securities Podmamtotal—Leaty 
Ux Ssnga wie ire. 4 
Moreing.had-iimbkmiminhs- shunted: shenes—off—anmcon of ers; when the 
Qu a fey 
securities appreciated and yielded dividends, Moreing 7b ought them back 


"ot a reasonable price” and pocketed the profits. é : 


oO 


4 


‘peports peecbnommibnre- varied from the ‘most optimistic estimates: of- -future 


Vv Be aiting Mines and’ Rigging. the Market: ‘The Boulder Frogerverance | : 


Gord" “ine. E d = . 


1 es 
» = 


- The Boulder Perseverance: mine Was wana ged by pekioksMedéing & ten 
ni = 


vibes to- alaimist’ "confessions" that the mine’ was. almost worthisia> These. | 


eo antl oC 
reports L 


Apuditer! | VA Leasritirse 


Qual 
Fiuctuateg wildly, w th, the infie: 
mene, 


‘hich alss Sane a large wasd oR in the Perseverance : ‘Company Progeecs 


Mua Chun. Shay ae 
pebiouransey sherosewbbah - 


vy: ° oe 


™~ 


. YSRSS:-local ) ae aoa seoretay: arew on goid noserves to. Bast reports a 


was added to current operations (this ruse was known as "salting"), and ,° 


* 


merit of ‘monthly Yields: that is >: gold previously mined and ~ reported. 


shareholders were misled ‘to believe that- the. mine! 8s yield per. sone 


pene ne 

sHorSing-hudakimgs_befone_tiie_sherehoiders: 
learned-the FECES. SE sony ERIE neo VTEC 
that followed didem b<re fi. cular credit on 


’ 


‘pansued~by-titg 


Foon Bowiclegloseing-pantnone—Horetg” OT ESTER. 3 


* 


Vecchio sine, reports. on-air prodets differentiated between: 


desiared and aGena” output w- the purpose 


variations in: ropoweine mine ‘yields Which inveitably fluctuated. cg 


poopentim=tp the gold content of the ore 


actual output. meen exceeded the peportea ° 


cite mine's bullion reserve, , which wn turn was ‘ardim: upon to ‘bolster es 


was “to élimiinate: misleading , 


ay 
7 


. Whenever the margin petween 


output,. “the surplus was added bo 


x 
= 


a, subsequent. lower veers Shareholders expected to be; informed of the” 


éxistence of a’ bullion peserve, its ‘size, 


the. perseverance mine’, “the. ‘local mainagonge 


 Fakamné _s sole. ‘pakepose of . falsely convinetn 


tha fed that vinduog, ranges ~ 
and fesftecoeniome. pat at . 


3 igtonpeer: used the ‘whole 
iy rd oa 
, Bold reserve: of ei, 900 ounces; salt ‘alan: reported! ‘nine yields, a for he’ 


. 


g ‘the: shareholdérs: that asiae., tee 


a 


© 


_unla ded teeke Perseverance Di gaing Inmediately 


CL | 
* . . 5 ‘ 
. 
“ 


— 


AAT ae ; ; 
their, information of the real situation for-their own porfit; evidently ~ 


Hoover and Moreing felt that they had im much to gain wy convincing the | 


‘ peuserenanee heute to appoint Bewick, sHMoreing & Coe general managers of the , 
property after wbst, of the gold | 


all bas 0 Pa aera resenve had been fmaudulently exhausted.’ 
Mysette TH mee Be Gwe Wes erty Avtar” 
In fact, Bewick,Moreing agreed,.to FODNG-=a5-MANAGORS wrbeheshorwed an 
itt, 


hs Th M 
operational Woes Ce $3000 a vente “h dhep paid thefr local 


Nichols, jacting as aug Ld 


a perintendent, Ralph Xhmhaihtzx B6000 a year. But 


Bewick »Moreing gained precise information on thé mine that: could be Weed 
yeiokin to advantage as the shares rose and fell on the market. Bewick,Moreing 
éncouraged such fluctuations. In. June 1904, Nichols and W.J. Loring, a 
Bewick,Moreing staff member, estimated that the Perseverancé would yield 
less gold thaf, had previously been predicted. This pessimistic appraisal ° 


encouraged the bears among the eee the stock depreciated with 
Bewick Moreing and ‘other "ansiders" bravely buying shares’ at low Braces 
¢ wits! 
Three months later, Bewick,Moreing released news that the mine vireaad 
favorable developments in depth -- the shares rose and Bewick,Moreing 
we 


thereafter, the mine's yield was 5 a 


pvagioved and the shares fell once agains | + 


= 8 x 


«Bu 


= 


During the course of these fiw tuations, Bewick,Moreing hat 
‘ 
Ww law wide 


gmowetyor discouraging nome ORE the mine from the jocal manager, but 


TEA withheld this information fron, phe public and the stockholders Long 
AML he 6: thyys Wan 

enough to . "after the ‘rich chutes of the mine were exhausted, and 

with knowledge of falling output during the beginning of 1904, directors 

withheld, Che all this information and placed: before the shareholders 

an annual report on March’ 25, 1904, which was epeimiereS and promised 


xm improving values and reduced costs in the future...The change in the 
CLARO Nae SS A SN eee ee ee ee, 


&, mehhs -- under Bewick,Moreing's management; arhaetus see fell below previous 


‘unsatisfactory levels. The directors ‘addressed a1 letter to the local manager 
in Austrlia demanding detailed information etors’ received no answer 
until the middle of June, ‘and then only elie The local superinten- 
dent had, however ; responded to t he ane uors: request, forwarding his views 


through his “émployers,, Bewick ,Moreing’ & Coe in “ondon; but the Bewick, 
Moreing office’ did aoe deliver nis letter to the Golden Horseshoe directors, | 
probably because the local superintendent expressed doubt that Bewick, ib 


Moreing could reduce MOEMIDE: costs and increase prodyction at the mine ee 
BSS Ae A Pd  elaeate >  aner e aeemieee Reine a deca dark steer na ety deen a AOS ee ean ate 5 he A 
despite Hoover's insistent promises. When the alarmed directors finally 
read the letter, they concludddé that Bewnick,Moreing & aes neo e at ankious 
13910 
to show good results for~ttre-dolder Horseshoe iikne -- ee ma 
convince the shareholders that the Golden Horseshoe was: a poor investment, 
Whereupon the stgck would depreciate anti Bewick,Mpreing could buy up the 
shares cheaply ase gain emabsihx control of the property. The chaimman of 
the. board charged that "Messrs. Bewick,Moreing & Co. were laying themselves 
put to be masters of the property, and "ne [Sir John Purcell} and his 
colleagues were determined not to allow this. He unceasingly persisted in 


' 


endeavoring ‘to enforce obe a to the orders ‘of the board. His efforts, 
as 4 
poreene were, fruitless. He’ found that the instructions of the directors-xax' 


S Eggascouints rand returns’ were not complied. -Withe The auditors complained. that | 


fakes wets not ‘beint sipplicainath propetaan vouchers; A copy of that 


Sidttes i viasapa tts! posers, Bowliox Moreing & Co., but without result. 


br Stedver;- aevelbpiignts were aot being maintained as auaventeeas" 


Ee one ; 
enn tae 
eee 42 "The aireétors’ ‘Alemissed Bewick »Moreing as general managers. Hoover 


” Os yibed ¥ 
an mats ees o Wellsteda, declined to surrender the mine, and Hoover went 
ft 


sethe ene, Sadan cuseoie withdrew, Besyaee Hoover's initial creas) 


eg Hoover-wasparbioularly-concerned_with. th e Goldern Horseshos 

aco eee enginesring=parbrers ‘At a . 
jaffairs: pa Ree BAS ane RON cles HODSARG AVE DEs Tor Sumnnee nen Sram 

see 


Bee quent meoting’ of, the Golden Horseshoe board, the chatrman 


Naeguaed, “Bewiok. jMoreing of neglecting to mullokk hs (to remove waste dirt, 


and: ‘rubbish from “the: mine), and to timber adequately. The government 


“‘b 


eo 
*inbbector had twice wariied Bewick; »lMoreing of tw consequences of ux such 


nope, ana of the genger bo the lives ‘of worlinerie “batt Tao firm :> 
i j * 


dno jgotba these "vig panniees "¢ ja or : 


aa ‘Hi 
© Ry Ce % . a ‘ 7 j 


eth ah 


4 =Ja i : . . : 2 
So 25 Se When the directors of the Golden Horseshoe reported on their - 
difficulties ea BeviickMoreing +emtho-sheryrotiate in ges, a ir. 


RA. 


Helby xelentnxhix, pani’ “he bead in the Chairman's remarks ‘that, he referred 


[AOU 
to Mr sxHimmsriviore Hoover; he presumed that. nat. Bdjpras's+> othe Sag persion meters 


os - 


By 1905, after over two years of boosting, bin Lancefield 
Aviary letra 
mine had not solved its procucszen proBlems. Bewick Noreing stat 


Argachairca 
KOWETGBy 


‘that "as the result’ of a personal inspection of. the mine by | 


* x 4 e = a 


oxpréssions ee absolute conf icente in the. Fancefield!s possibilities. a 


- peliladed sharsholders to invest in’ the mines No aoybt, Hoover believed 


S one his ‘Srektotions. He aid not,” heviever, eeu? on-his own judgment, ~~. he 
ww left the gambling tt: others... , 2 e K , : Te 
es “s “y oa 2 
we Se Experimental, with: “thS Snrenotdorst Honors te Deep’ ‘Leads. - 
me 9 ~ te ot * 7 
ae ecte c $ ‘ a *: . ee 
Pry d t - Ps os ie Xa 


Wit a. great deal of fanfare, Bewlek; sMoreing: ‘& Co. acquired : 


content 


‘theaproyenby of six different companies in the, Piccorts regidh - -of Australia 


° . \ -10-; 


appointingly. meagres Thereupon, Moreing, in a ‘somewhat defiant statement, 


eeiesee sl 
emindsa stockholders that his firm d,morely pé pledetdaiawok? to get rid’ 


EY 


pearing gravel) Anh} these estimates were “used by "Bewick,Moreing to. 
Ww Ret 
S assure the public that tbs gold could be eR cay eancon enna aan 


\natithnan. to a fox-tmmmacticnt. Linagren,perhaps out of friendship 


for Noover, allowed His name to be used as a promotion stunt by Bewick, 
MNoreing, which did not add tustre to his reputations. 
In 1905, Hoover visited the deep lieads sites; he expréssed 

himself favorably and optimistically impréssed by the mppa possibilities. 
na of expl@bzrg these mines » Bewick,lMoreing promoted various companies 

to raise the necessary capital -- among them the. Victorian Deep Leads 
Company, the Madame &iea Berry Deep Leads Company, and the Loddon Valley 
and Moorlort Company, the latter taken over from: another mining promoter 
Whitaker Wright, who had attempted to work the deep leads and had FELTEd Hy) 
By 1907, Moreing told a shareholders! meeting: that the greatest 


aifficulty ~-- pumping water out of the deep leads -- had been overcome, 
and extraction of .gold-could now proceed. The .first restihts proved dis- 


> 


4 gas 
-Bewick, ‘Moreing ad /paia. generously for’ theca’ maniagenent | st 


S ~the mine. Had ‘the ming ‘proved a8 ‘Profitable as Hosver ‘hed predicted, tHe 
* pagar ueveeat partners would widoubtedly have nen held a. generous. éiice 
‘of the stock, since "sat Moreing nuded seven-elLgnths of “the: original , 
issue with his holding. eompany,, the London and West! Rus tralian ‘Exploratior 
Chanang, Ltd. But, the Moatsiders" et sliouldered. the. ‘burden ofmfedinse: <- 
an Tey ins sees throughout the years of develgpnent - cand” promotion. Baxtek, 


sks. To be sure, Hoovertsd continual. 


. * 
BS re ET ene or Ra Re 2 ‘ * * “s 
a : > 


, . cy 


Wem Bete 


ed 


Few. SUCRE i ESA me rca a ACURA cre MarR oe MET ape cae Glow a i oe 
_~ ny 


"ey y 


experiment!" ni. not asad, dips aying," the ‘mine Aeueaaan Movéing 


offered “shareholders a chance to egpver tiwier Los ses' by @istributing, 
-shares in’ ‘hits: newest project, xh an oll company: rodated in Maikop, Russie 


amie daégep ‘leads fiasco cost speculators aya the general public 
1 tee ‘ 
~. vast "suns. of Money. : .Néither.- Hoover nor Moreing’ ‘risked tneer.. ome cdpital, 


and Sewick,Moreing received’ ‘nandsome remuneration as the managers “of, ‘the’ 


v 


=) . deep leads - workings throughout ‘the life of the. project. ‘There was: hothini 


hegre cork 


. 
> 


ra omy 


wrong, in the attempt to’ tap, the* deep meas) =: : ‘ 
‘hy 4 en ee es hon a so 
t. the promotion propagenad “ Hoover’. and 


egatth 
eg 
x FOLLOUNS 
; 


, 8 Moreing}. both of* whic vhad: predigted united. yeaith while, failing: ~to- dwell 


wre, 


on; the ‘apdoulative. ‘na ture: of aa oxpertiiente But they ‘nine fronotsns ‘at 


Cc 


- Ay, 

: not pretend to ans ‘ds nguaradatia of spooulatorg!. capital; ‘Had the aesp ; 
_ leads’ _broject siicdsededy: Moreing’ and Hoover ‘Would’ have “been regarded, as 
prophets” and: neroés 3°: be. asi de was ? “ehgy. ‘widoubtediy sohebaandd tie, "Asep 


Rebs ‘ #(s; “ 
ig ‘esas sbi had ; aetter thal, even chance ade success oss ‘They, veiad-anl 
; > fc in HE: fosly wheres Wire ets iy 
F wepte, off; f faiiive as’ pes ‘addappointnent med the oxpe se -of;< the- 


CN BIO le pe oecveie fre  ne Kittens well tore Pens teen snc wae 


fa FT sete su, ne ee ee rE ae 


@ 


“, whi . aww Ht wa yes hee nperlacuitea 
"outsiders" nw eeted-now and then in the search for golde, 
6s Price Fixing by Cartel Agreement: The Zine Corporation. 7 


Ca tinre | ; 
This expasizaert which. resulted in gigant&c and sustained profits 
Rae after years df discotragement, Was raeehe in its get es out’ years by 


» FR. Wa tie 
; Hoovers He ‘naihtained a stubborn. Sohttaenge tint expensive ailures,would 
ys 


Fag epbbee 
ro yen! kaa ass enormously successful undéytaldne. Up, to the time Hoover 


n pause gagroseda in, the sim ‘possi bid ity.. of: Se oleimiig valuable ore from 
oo _ EHS. migupbedns of Saas discarded by gold_mining. companies, only feeble ; 
i a ' * Ag; 

me hey atpouped UH | nes” Res to extract gine, *sily 


es 


Aen “4 


ean Sopper from the | 
Age" 
- *pefcag at ‘ef Jépla rogining P antsy MTiose ‘endeavors’ had been on a smail 


or wats i, 


= fe ni ¥ Baeeldna tB8 results wong. neither spoctainliit nor suffidigntly profitabb 
* iad # aa ei. Pap 
_“Ebeye eheburne: more ‘emBivious wobiannendh ‘projects. In 1905,, Bemteingn to meting 


: Maced.» peoainss, Hoover. Ansvsted’ ‘iat éadaitnge ould yigld » ‘handsome: PECeenes 


Se ae 


Bontaultcholing & Coe ‘aoqiitrea- Sehuotaa. pudings ayia mill" weotaued, 0f the Broken 
- HALL Bnd’ ‘Stier Ginpantes -- ‘about two mulition tons with a Ze contract 
* . for more tailings: ‘a8 the reui duane accrued. The problem was to treat 


the tadlings_¢ effiotgntly ae extract mgbals, particularly : Zine Hoover | 
i ; : 
: : Gavored the ‘Pot fer * process$ ie in practice the method» Sveved impractical. 


: Hoover. blamed the “failure on the “Local superintendent, AeLe Queneau, who was 
Ayer - dis¢missed; then Hoover urged ‘traysforming the reclamation plants to the 
: Cattrmote flobatign. Processs, hgbou a _prhal, | ‘this treatment also mr 
2 4 puaséer Inadequate y ¥i ally, Hodter pee the Elmoré process, and 
. Sa, 


* 


Rages nis persistehed. was vewaraeas ifn ereafter, the Zinc Corporation 
Ps Wak Saar Weds \ és 
= ¥zworked tailings Loti toe ‘ 


> o re 2 . dW nebek : Ne ’ 
= a “Far Se eal sour Pe years, Ste 
= the shareholders of the Zinc d6iporation were eases to accept one ‘ . 
= Poa disappointment after another, and each set-back ate the raising of ae 
43, 3 addi tional-capital. : , Hooveli neld, hie stock ig the 
%& sla ls 

=~ =F enterprises it—hect .cost him stties ama the pefinancing schemes .were 

3 “ = aryl 
-3 $ so arranged tha a the ‘Insiders “pore ey Asad of the assesment burden er- Wh 

=X tank Oe Must Ww, < , 

—" se Gear to Asean tiene Pasmonten “the: "outsiders" nr not so 

2 = : 

& * fortunate: many sharbholders atsogvers tit they had ins&fficient 


‘ atin 


: -12— - ie 


resources to meet the assesnents and withstand the depreciation of their 
original capital -~ as a result, a majority of the Zine Corporation's 
| wl 
original shanerosdews did not survive to enjoy the subsequent profits. 
In 1909, pe ee Elsmore process vw proved itself, ead met». 


with Rug divectors of panies oF Pivtiaas England, Frgncd 
ahs ewef Cs aw -up . 
and Sietamyeo came A a cartel ene curtailing si world zine eal her at 

5 yey 


in order, to tiaintein high prices ¥ nérease—the-préfitsof 
« ele, pnetnds Eee é . Sh AG es neal 
thi i nemsitter Te Sameer functioned Fosters “the. outbreak of xh World 
f 7 . wrrelh, Lan wesw Yo 


4, LAA ae 
War T. ‘iwnen the “British government stepr: 


K' did notshiarn’ he -‘Zine}Corporation, 
OK a ufAEled (WO Che will arsed 
_ hich: dnéreased its, holamm on the industry “ioe as.war punch? ses 


a oantit ha 
fd 
e Oe a ee 
er 


"th & 
init =cunare avd sin hx which he acted. se/dtrecter ana/na jor 
stockiiolder, none ae brought nis? greater returns “rans. 


ae ee . j te 
Zin od e a < . . " ‘ . 


Te Squeezing out Small Inyéstors The Oroya-Browhhil Gold 
ee 
Wing: “Company. ” oe a 
After Hoover “sold his partnership in Bewick, Moreing. in 1908, he 


AD of all ind pio seats in: which Hoover was 


' joined his ote ae aecrge P. Doolette, an older ane highly aa 
; mine promoter, in several projects. Among the most ‘important, was the 


orovecer Company , in which Hoover later replaced Ppee ee as a 
thudpwl 
chairman. after the older man! 5, retirement. The Oroya~Browhill was 8 
wt 
holding Smmmam company whieh Hower and Doolette weed in much the same 


way as Moreing had used. the, ion and West Australian Exploration 


7 


. Companys Hoover acted as managing diteeotor, for which he was paid 
approximately $10, 000, a coutssioid’iine received ——— substantial 
fee for Ce director$ joFeinarry, ae Ordya-Brownbill 
ae Company owned ‘some worked~out mines Ta ie os wirtctramt no longer be 
: awe profitablg¢. However, the Rompeny Neko a aeEee cash reserve . 


- and liquid assets amounting to £500,000. peepee protests. from minority 


; . ” -165= : 
market with its inflated prices. Of all the projects in which 


Hoever was interested, and in which he acted as a director and a. 


: ama jor sto¢ikholder, noné ‘brought him geeater returns. 


Aus U Mune 
"~~ As the Zinc Corporation prospered, the directo 3 Ss ,withheld 


S whee 
a pelgsreton of profits £ 


= & reserves’ Wets- 


ily anf 
: aaa a ts Eats investi in other companilesy Poeherme~ 


f the Zinc Corporation.kese 
: : 124 Adhipixh 
srersiCthons da-not—megutre tir spec 
apiaaclieh A Llied AAA mend St Aioot tulad, 
Copporatiénts shareholders, Vheee funds | Wore, apt fo Q e Pririg 
7Ano XGy ag Ltd (FeAe Govett, Hoover, and his brother, Theodore 
“the’ Granbill .Company (Govett, and “oover, directors )$ 
Hoover, directors.) ; /the Natomas Company (Hoover, director);* the 
IntersCalifornia Trust (Hoover and Theodore corte directors); , 
ag : : 
and other similar ventures. The investments penefit 
Hy" 4 paper ‘ 
bie shareholders o@ the Zinc Corporation, sinc or the most part 
£ <i ” * & 


‘the-preseets had unfortunate histories. The ability to’ 


“163~ 

markot with its iiflated pricese Of all -the projects in which f 
Hoover was ‘interested, and in which he acted asa director and a | 
major ‘stockholder, none brought him gesator returns. ‘. i. Bk 

As the Zino Corporatior prosporea ; the directors withheld 
a proportion of profits from, the shareholders as a reserves With * | 
this surplus, the dirootors/invostod in other compariiosy ‘financing. 
new projects with. the fay of the Zins desnceation: These ‘ 
transactions did- not Fequire, the specific. agreement of ‘the: = Fi | 
Corporationts shaveholaere, a eaa funds were ‘used to organize | 

the Granbiil mpany tt and Hoover, directors )3 
Hoover, diredtors);/the ra pees ompany (Hoover, aivectors} the 
Inter-California Trust (Hoover: ofa Theodore Hoover, directors) - 
and other ‘sinilar ventures. The investments ‘did not benefit, s 
the’ shareholders of the Zine-Cérpération, » ince for the most part 
the projects -had unfortunate Viistories. The ability to. 
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Zino Noe 1, Lta (Pei Fede Govatt Rocce e and ihis brother Theodore”. ) 
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Anong Hoover's later interests was the Natomas Company, a gold- 
Veer 
dredging and land reclamation venture in Cals foraine We participated in 
AM. 
an elaborate pixrychammaomganhmaxhhaxnempenmmiioan reorganization phen 
which guar anteed the original investors, including himself, full protectio 
against*loss, while placing the bu.‘den of agot and assesments on the 


xinamkh smaller shareholders. So clase a friend as T.A. Rickard, editor 


a — fed Sean oP i ” Fe ee 


“of” The Wining and. Seientif ic Pres s in San Francisco, remarked. that the 
methods of ‘juggling bonds in lieu of interest and awarding preferential 


treatment to new investors over the first mortgage holders, reminded ham 


“of tae jingle: 


o 


"Big ougs have little bugs to bite tem; 
Little bugs have littler bugs; 
And so on, ad infinitun." 


Rickard added caustically that the Natomas Company's practice 


“by which press on debts can be met by merely creating more depts, 
opeyed up "a delightful field for financing. 


arin 
sized bonuses during the ae of financial reorganization, expertly 
advised. the 


WZ Hoover, who took good- 


Natomas directors on methods of financing: he haa become an 


authority on every possible money- 


were amply protected and only the "3diots" took the risks 
e 


an Australian by birth and educated at King's College, Cambridge, 
was a determined, sad-faced, pleasant man with a 


tomporary—tews—to—Limit—removal—by—proppectors of surface ore 


beyond the depth of ten feet; and since the legislators were ree 
further proposed to 


vising basic legislation, company: spokesme 
allow a company to employ only one man 
for every twelve acres (instead of 
fo 


temporary lis to Limft-removal— 


one man for every three 


wee 


3 : 
“In fact, Hoover expressed contempt for the Oybsiders 

who invested in mining stock. Responding to a request by the 

editor of The Mining Magazine, he distinguished between }# 


raising technique by which the "insiders" 
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Be: Los Angeles 13, California / 
a May 31, 1945 
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RE: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was | 
INTERNAL SECURITY = C : 
Bureau File PROCITE a 
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‘Dear Sir: 


2 


Reference is made to ny letter of 10, 1945, advising that work 
Bubject has done on a biography of HERB has been photographed, 


and will be forwarded to the Bureau. ‘In accordance with Breck satearodiesarg 
‘versation with Assistant Director LADD on May 50, there i anerened herewith 
a looseleaf notebook containing these photographs. 
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The photographs have been arranged in five sections; the first oon- | 
taining correspondence between RICHARD BRANSTEN and SEYM) ; 
the financial arrangement between then, the objectives of 
eussion of various problems that have arisen in regard to i 
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Section II contains correspondence between RICHARD BRAN. and 
former president HERBERT HOOVER, as well as other acquaintances ef Mre 
to whom he referred the subject. Also inoluded is a letter from 
ME, advising that that individual had discussed ws ‘proposed-book — 
ER, who had approved ‘the same. 
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Section III contains the first three chapters of the book duaie 


‘As, to hike the Boy potest--The Story of Herbert Hoover". 


‘miscellaneous articles of research. widen aay 


sibl i pters of . a oe; 
te Cotton: contains a ined y subjec : 


cgpparently fo Pecations used iy te er ‘Tes . 
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a Yo art regerd to Section a » first: page of & letter in this sais 

4 =n rene the second, third and fourth pages of this letter: ‘being the: 
. ph of this section. a 4 

es! f y : : 7 sere , : 

“a Mhile the correspondence with BAKST and the foreword indicate 

= mm purposes ef this book, attention is invited to ‘letter fr 

a wifice to the ‘Bureau aated Mey 5B 1945, entitled, ° GR 
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Director, FBI May 31, 1965 - 
Re: RICHARD BRANSTEN, was 
INTERNAL SECURITY -C 

Bureau File #foestss6s-" 


INTERNAL SECURITY = R" which, on page 5, contains a quotation from a letter 
written by subject BRANSTEN to MAX GRANNICH on November 24, 1944, as follows: 
*"Itm giving Hoover a real break, and I hope that way to take his skin off 
in strips and to do more than get at him but to get at certain other impor- 
tant historical developments.” This motive is evidenced in numerous passages 
that appear in the enclosed photographs, 


- Jt should be noted that when newspapers recently carried articles 
regarding the conference of HERBERT HOOVER and President TRUMAN, subject 


INETtold CHDI LA MN-1 that the opposition to HERBERT HOOVER would have to be 
—-played down a l1ittTIe. 


It should also be noted that subject BRANSTEN and his wife RUTH 


file KENNEY intend to leave Los Angeles by car June 15th to return to Westport, 


mnecticut, where RUTH McKENNEY recently purchased a home. The address is 
believed to be 48 Canal Street, which information is furnished the New Haven 
Office for its assistance in the event the Bureau should request that office 
to arrange for telephone surveillance of the subject since such ctsurveillance 
in Los Angeles has been quite productive. 


Very truly yours, 


SAV rh 30 


Rr. b. HoMDey 
Special Agent in Charge 


FGD: HLB 
100-21354 
cC. New York 

New Haven 

Washington 

San Francisco ao 
Air Mail ee 
Registered Mail, R.R.R. 
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\k., group of his men to Poland; Austria, and the Balkans to investigate 
. Conditions ané “report ol-tine- needs of these countries. He persuaded 
| Fresident Wilson to suggest methods of xm procedure to the Allies: : 
Wilson dnstructea his unofficial representative, Colnel E.Me House, to 
; ae up a note requesting Hoover's appointment: as Dhrector General 
of Relief in charge of provisioning the enemy and liberated populations. 
- The Allies proorastinated, with Wilson's permission, Hoover gewn-up: an 
_ office in. Paris and without ee delay, began-to ship food to Serbia 
and Auetese, paying for hose with $8,000,006 Savana tochim by the President 
out of! emergency funds. Immediately,the French and English, afbaid of being 
: excluded from relief altogether, sent representatives to cooperated with 
Hooverts men in these countries. Because Hoover refused to gmtxumff be 


yoet off, the Allies agreed on December 351, 1918 to establish’a. Supreme 


te 


gonoil 1 of ‘Supply and Relief, and less thantwo ‘weeks later named Hoover 
aa at 
Sy 


A 
e mS] director General of this body. But within a month, the problems of 
co 


ng.most of Europe proved far too complex to be administered by an 
(tT alated committee. The Council was disbanded, replaced by a Sood 
section headed by Hoover and attached to the Supreme Economic Counoil 
Se etiasiies (responsible directly to the Supreme War Councsa)iwhieh--tn : 
keene 2 was, composed. of” the -High-Command). Policies were supposedly coordinated | 


we 


mm. thexmemx this new organization. ‘ 
(~~ os Whatever ever, the-theory;-Hoover-had-been granted a free hand to 
cae jrmine enor, hom,-and"in Feed owl be ee buted ‘Supplies came 
nie ajuoat exclusively from the ices Stagés: Congress had vee/asked abe 
te eaaaee to nin fs ortates/$200, 000, 1009 Fei 
ws, nat’ ons, and when shbpouugexapriahion entually Congress acted favorably 
C- . © gu Poorusry 1919 , x<dimmmonex | ‘eihes son delegated the authons tas ‘over sete fund to 
_ Hoover. To handle ske food 
ae a the 
iy? Hoover. at its head. The KeRoA. wes organized. sievietiy to ete” 
5 Es voad-patso which had, # sumaxantk functioned in Belgiume All food was 


peage aren | ex vy jupeisnne: (chen. volun ers) cooperating at-Gimes with 
pene Yature deey 
docal committees y But the AeRsA did net limit Stself to Seas” gemkx 
food. thevewes paid for’ pxapeenp i by the . soverorssouey 
fund; t ai20 ux took ove Prey es all relief thaeugheut- 
“Europe, Ssteneiviy, Bocee was sudject to the decision of. he Suppene 
Economic Councils: esd > he detérmined food policies ‘fer the Council 


mdb his wishes. Ho-arranged"for most ofthe=> 


: ' Hoover!’ food puréhases were. ‘transported to AeReAe warehouses and receiving 


stationsje He dealt with the: various governments concérned, either directly 
tor through 
~~ Mt'he ¢ 


—_ 


6 agents/ He could not, of course, vddlate the blockade -- 


tiat vigerounhy pant the te TTR; through. Wilson, 
“who trusted Hoover's judgment « 


ne , 
\ “ ean : , ; % 
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= i 
@ : sigh The Big Ten: (the chief. executives of the United States, Great 
"Britian, France, and Italy, their foreign minreters » and two representatives 
from Japan) the Big Four (the heads of state) » and the Big Three (Wi2s0n, 
\ _- Sis “loya George, and Glenenceam) met to.draft the peace treating during 
"the first period of Hoover's relief. Hoover waa not officially associated 


{with the America , peace commission, but he gave ‘his counsel freely. He nad 


| _—@efinite ideas’ what the peace should accomplish; it wa east, 
 Sacenes favorable: 
; Hoover. ade te ee eee eee ind of 
( Oy peace, ‘thats the » eon imposed on the enemy a 7 giselignieriae 


Food was his qeapon, the most powerful and persuasive weapon of air. # 


— Qid- his utmost -- with extraordinary success <= hes wieldi the weapon 


| CS foreefully. Feat awl} [tblernes. Cfarten “Hy Cis Cop srhep uh aneaca 


Fe=mas e dangex of socialism that most concerned the peace 


‘ oo nel, 


~ hakers at. their first sessions in Paris. They agreed that the Soviet 


e. “government in Russia mst be smashed by whatever means proved effective, and 


che nation restored to its rightful. camaracne rulers. --,éither as a. mp arer ee 


> 4 


” -S- 2 
autocracy or as & capitalist democracy where the property of landlords and 
inisen industrialists (and forgign investors) would be adequately: safes 
guarded. In addition, the spread of Russian "Bolshevism" --- a term the. 

4 Statesmen ambaxkinpmepemtyxhmidearn used panes 
*mamer, torture, arson, rape, free love, destruction of property, , 
and worst of all, no profits -- mist be prevented ‘in Europe and throughout 
the colonial world. There were several ways’ of going about this crusade to 
‘sterilize the world against Bolshevisn ani-toreradica ~in-Russia. The 
most obvious: Wey Was to send Allied and American eee to crush the 
prvide mex, minitions, and: supplies to 
Soviet, goverment. The second was to waek "interventionist armies supposedly 
mx, Leafana recruited from the antt-Belsheytic Russians themselves. The 
thir was to crush socialism wherever 45 appeared outside of Russia with 
the blockade, and if necessary by armed tmeexumn force. 
Hoover waa.opposed th the first method as impractical «- 
@ peace,. he contended, could not be established by making more: mar/ He dia 
, not faver the second method because it seemed to him costly and at best 
. seas ne ae senaidered tag thing npthed.itheiy fo defect Teenie, 
: CHS OUE-or*" It. mh k, . 


inked action in omonp nednfanen th been Hexadk had other ideas 
- « Sealcning 
of-how-to “Smash socialism. eas ae he held, was the legacy of famine. 
.Grve the people enough to eat, put them to work, and eee would no 

wd 
logger be a piobiee! Gaver in dealing with Soviet Russia, af Rood. were poured 
Ca the country, the people would forget their radical leaders quickly | 


enough) BA week governnent," Hower remarked some yoars later, "possessed 


of the weapon of food for: starving people can preserve and strengthen itself 


“more effectively than by arms." The Allies should choose the G0vernment it ' 
-wanted to support and then profide sufficbenc food to allow ths @ vernnent 
to whip the population into line. If the beneficiary of Allied help refused to 
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~ git as thagmann instructed, then . food’ 
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a “Z 4t was ' ' z z q 
wld: be withheld and the government 


“would come ‘to its senses. ausekyy: enough. If the.Allies relaxed the blookade 
Renda thaniabatants Soviet 'Ruaese, the main excuse ‘the Bolshevike 
*veavinces for their fatqures would Vanish and the people would: ‘suddenly 


7 


re ey i that Bolshevism was ‘intolerable. But the indiscriminate use of the 
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—" "30 get results. But’ ‘Gernany and Soviet: eines ‘wore. (Ait ferent. Reg’ me 


blockade merely plunge: ‘people into desperation, making then | easy prey to ‘ 

the Bolshevik egitators. a ae . | 

Roovents argument appealed to Wilson-- which did not mean that the 

eared weed this strategy. Under terrific 

Me execs pressure at the peace conterence, President Wilson compromised, 
in efabanae for Allied proeinen: to 


form ip League of Nations. So far as the: liberated nations went, the , 


issue 
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Big Pour were willing to ‘let poorer © operate as. he- saw fit, and trust # him 


| 
| 
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_ Big Four rejected’ Hoover's plans, ‘eatlimtng” "tia spEoekade ‘and’ urging ‘on 
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‘ease the: 
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peace ‘makers 
ofa separate este th repredentatixes: of! x2 j 
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: - patently ile he the facts. bit. Wi1s0n, hated the 4 
isin. 


‘sim Ervorsnati oC ents ---and saw no reason to give them the benefit of. 
= <a 

leat oeea lees Snchdencchn -yendeebine - revolutionary ‘goverment: when he: and * 

: Bear earned that the horror stories of PERECe: and villainy. were 

» ae, that nexhxi cancer the Bolshevik were: trying to build a state 


Ct LETS sod pra ware? 
_ for-the venefit of whe majority of peepae, Wileon truculently gnewed take ' 
a NC 
tae : 
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the facts. Ore en nnn mae eines ee ee | 
s ‘the“THtOrverttwa@wbey—and American érsope s “joeured ‘the the eter ie ew eee 
\ ‘thn @n the oostay and abortive ip toe oe Murmansky - i Keven 
. tppeps taggot after the Japanese in eearivy oe 

The imperialists of Burope oe the idealistic Wileon ‘ma 

tem So long as ee was ‘promised a League of Nations, he reasoned that 
no matter what inyusticeMans_somnbeved xaxtamteby the peace conference, the 
League would rectify sthuhmibarex eventually. He bargained the present 
against the vague, fore that the future would somehow we better. He xx 
‘wlolated each of his ‘Warteen Points -~- but mmkgx he reasoned that te 
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TOIL RR hy wfed oe whit 
! retreat was , abet someday the League would glordously xaxhamen 
Ue fe ; 
| tha transform his,dream, into reality. the Sits 7 bubfuain A | 


kant Nor was it difficult to convince Wilson that omy retdeat 4 
\ Vas~juetified bythe spestre of Bolsherser For all his rhetoric, Wilson 
aiscrasted the people. He sighed for "democracy" -- het he was satisfied 
with parliamentary forms “careless poewt content. So léng as twe announced 
i °  ,ntentions conformed with his conception of what should be, he took 
performance for granted. He came to-Europe filled with zeal and idealisn} 
he was horrified by the barefaced greed of the Allies, tnd frank imperialism. 


oe b-Aieriked imperialist pmitalivy; And he yrs is for—tho“UNTted Bekter— . | 
Sea? pitti Ui AT Pace! 
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ye rad contempt for French demands for pretection against a resurgent 
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: tae A Tete c eeiatenenee oe 20f mhinentawia-thecolonial-sppire. He demurred at 
*talian Sonanse for territorial aggrandizement, ani Japanese demands 
for a slice of Siberia and large concessions in China. He‘biesed all si; 

; such imperialist policies ~- until she he had: to make a ‘final decision, 


when he collapsed socha sanctioned bise pore peace of vengance and greeduit 
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“Servant of Hamanitye" 


xt. "Ttw An’ Independent Progressive." 
National Politics: September 1919 - March 1921. 4 


ate his return.to‘the Unitea States. ‘in; the fall-of 1919; 
noovdtghts investment of five years time and.energy in “some. “Job, of 
pudlic service” was dDeginning to pay..off handsomely. ‘Tao Eaginooring 
“ana Mgning Journal greeted him as a-worJd hero, and urged the 
that the /720 
grateful nation’ to insist suxitmamestx nomination for President of 
the United States be-proffered tx-t088 to "Herbert Clark Hoover,~ 
das man Sept a ‘ 7 
Tne: suggestion mppensee-te-Reover:: be meeeser ee eae 
Than 
(the. ‘idea oF serving ag, Chiel Executive)ever. since. he: had: entores: the: 
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vious commd.tuents. wy 
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= and’ as the Matted Statatex States entered the peak’ ; 

“aga, epee paueeeel awieet taaoee antiquated, as ‘stale ana . | 
meaningless as the free-silver battle of the ninetios. At least, ' 

Hoover and his:amateur advisors: doomed the country, ready for a. fresh: ; 
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start wk new kind of. z “ — 
: Eitnoubveys, Ene: war years had profoundly ehanged 


feaplooccl The-smbittuwe~we Theodore Roosevelt, and. his, ‘Jingo supporters 
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rising aaa in favor of ne ae ee Hoover was thwarted by the Secretary : 
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command f the Spanien Party. The 01d Guardists had deen pushed aside 
alsigs t-yithvgehtiire » boche replaced by their younger counvenne ° 
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4 * - ae 
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pause) 
tam te nad’ neither the organization, the finances, oxtite 
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majority over st SERS HER eee sen his opponents. He -was=now President: 
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ever experienced by man -- the Coolid e boom. The President saw the 
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remnant ded dom 
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Sueathanxtinex? rest entmkmdmeamix of American Individualism. Rextex The 
President vo hs clbiace menvers 1 a-free=hand , -actueity discourgging 
them fron rupningvte. the White House with their problems. 4fkear For the 
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record; mf and Suaitdee kexdaximexterbek Coolidge ‘made “a principle oft of 


A GIT OES (es 
letting -xnaxdonkne Mellon and Hoover Tun their departnents ‘to suit ‘thersdlves 


atid a 


When Hoove® fennd® it imperative to mah Eros taentiay coprovan eee 


~ 
waxdth policies, the President listened iupasslvely; alzost pam ig LN 


thd i 
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Had" jurtesatetion over xhaxemtinn radio broadcasters, smbisiome LeFollette 
held Hogyor responsible for the refusal of tRA, kignzhxhrr-xonomidesnta 
radio chains to carry his Dos Moidnex speed in Yetoder » 1924. Hoover * 
answered stiffly that laFollette had ge treated equally well or | better 


than any other candidate. Bridling, -he-announced thanante-that “Lr *radto* 
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Red 
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tea ets! sey St anger i 
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reject any radio program as tk desired, ond cnet 'fact~timb-~the stations 
i c. ae Te 


: idee Gonasder “aFoliette's speech” imporsent—pnough ito.be heard-by 
fia ee td tte was! thetntstnooa 2 pre anal’ hiya But 
dman' free elections the pes AN equal allotment of tine i) fics 
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members, Hoover bridged the chasm thet £ atvadeal the Zax realitges ‘Of | 
the money age which men called the Coolidge vom ihe the sontinentalities 
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ssophistication when they made fun of the American cult of gadgets and 


modern ximbm plumbing, failed to divest the Coolidge administration of 
its aura of xmumnxax success, its clain to have established a civilization 
éf comfort and wellbeing for all who aired within the aetimnat 
continental voundartes of the United States. The oceasstonal pxrepttonrnm 
pees exception to_the.xule only seryed- nas serene the general high 


standardg of living, sxturxznt to~underscorg the promise that in a vory 
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backward, craft=ridden Europe awe eee ae the frustrations of the past 
$ 
mazhtnan progam mecahnised progress. gn _Such-tdeeL = zommandted loyalty 


Soy coft son kext 


and devotionsel 
ar 9¥9 ye Ad, at wal 
sy of capitalisn was its. depermence on 


rh, paul to ae roanity th * was OT ay Auta 
profits. pa ma -there-was-no-other Xax 
tT a AG oweyddielany plants, 
ee ee ‘an-maseing moQneye Capitalists ran steol mitixy rubber 
' 8 


fankorhen, automobile assembly lines, factories turning out vacuun-cleaners 
radiog, electric bulbs, washing machines, and all the other pram 

aad Ss industrial products wees for ‘the sake of the xomix] 
@ iain 694 proauot then themselves but rather peat be A oianete gleldcd-profits. 


ter gadget, but to make a batter gadget 


The x ARRRAS serene mas 2 not to make a Ret 
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K ; , 
| ‘xe in order to realize ee pee The war, the subseq, uent depress on 


the ‘boom that followed had ficrebeinats denoehtrates ‘the control of «7 
means’ of production 4- the mathinery and raw materials thaxk fronavhioh— 

Doftt-coukd=ba=regsTzne -- in the grim hands of a xx smaller and smaller 
Soe 
groupe, Prosperity (the accumulation of wealth} was real enough in the 
“Coolsdge ore for: those who “mmnedachoema ah dooms nandbch eva emnchert mex ommod 
, ths- eee, of production; but in proportion to the population, the 

who possessed the necessary-myuipmamt-Tesources2$o wu & 

munbers xhiiacohanpae ite Hao ~ a profit were small indeed, a tiny proportion 


I 
t of ae he population, a few muRSTes thousand financiers and industrialists 


es 


: 
| 
| 


"a monopoly position in-a monopoly economy. True, a periphery of 
smaller enterprisers zatn caught some of the overflow. True, the peamiax 

“most ‘people believed the: nation was happy -- they were able to mortgage 

‘ ‘their hones, their wages, their ‘future earnings unto the end of time to buy 
tux a-car, a house, a radiop a refrigerator on the installment plan. 
“Amore cen ‘families skimped: on aiot}, ; health, in ie ou pee to So 
sone “Sneoessi ty" oaxhhnexexagmm by easy ‘payments, an&paid for their 


eelars long. etver oe e articties were antiquxhein: worn out or antiguated. 


| 


ocaeedee icin peauateocicey, 2 Oe. pitaniten 
was haunted by the pip agua that HHEXRIOXM OV - one was secure, 
/ asa replete. with the Sng _goodt thihgs: advertised.as~ the necessary: apprutances . 
of all onpundroa-poroont ae ef hones f et each middle-class: : 
“andew Fiihg-olass tend ly Saas xb , ni at rT not vty 
pert everyone else. ‘each Be LER th me managed to 
‘buy (a ade tad neeep assy ee magazines, the Padte;byvadcasts, the 
oe cakers fma.for the Chamber of Commerce, the- Ras Ro Arians, the fraternal 
“oRers,, the churches, even tie unions}e As: a me ieeeive ae the. sous 


ike Verttdy bit 
_ trenton was tortured: by x feoltng © of individual inadequacy, of: ‘Andividual 


e fine 


Lg ry wore ‘guanyx ail aes rie the 149i; 'the neler-h.- 


mo 


, 5 3 . rie ite gp Fre 
: g . 2 -, * we Fi 
TES oe ee  N ed ph a bre. ed 


wells, and the improvident) enJoyed=replotion-ani basked in the sun d 
boom. The fact of Amemimamx Anmorican capitalisn was asdovetion-to profit 
making;ehe illusion was that the average man with average intelligence 


. joys 
living-armaverage-Life shared the gum of the highest civilization 
yot inown ie the world, 


ofixmarst oayxeffiinhanox xan x 
Within this elaborate drean world, Hauornknaughxiisorersprezd 
Hoover helped profide the r,tionale. Calvin Coolidge was 
best a rural clom inxaxotienk in hignoffitomex high office: no matter | 
how profound his devotion tothe financial dictators, he was the servant, | 


YW FAUT ald es posed te wily 
not toe leader. The Boston Rumbhigemy Coolidges took-care ~to point out that | 


the President might bear pate illustrious name, but by blood, upkminging, 


As A an of. ee | 
mnxhrommk background, apiarinptngs ath emnxitomch? aah yon SMA XWNS AMAL AAT 
the provincial in the White House ghould-not-bve-donfused vh th 
upbrigging bt sean $n MAGIK MAMMA EIALNG ZF AYEPBFAGEIN GX 


xmxthiberh oar 
inis aristocratic Devers Ricks t, useful) in-his=piase; Vpabenaidet «f 
AYhEhO KATES 


nook ‘the cutture Sr ka: vision to provide imperialist, America with an 


No-doubt, “fhe Frostdent, wage extant but -he~ 


wot s qual tat hese ath, 


hee and -consen the 
acceptable sheniogyy ideology that-eevlid ribo ymbh yon fict exces 


marixfantaxatx nd too inspiring facts of the profttnasbing-state, The 
Jets ‘ay ay big De pap 8 fe it, 
reverse was more ‘iearay! Snler Coolidge wxazapbriocta pa had..tne 


weaknose~of -veing-vlunts. Whnenxhes: Omanx ‘Whenfaced—with the problem of the 
Wt A Awad ns 


war debts, tho-Chief-kxedutive snarled; "T ey borseres the money, didn't 


they? Let them pay it,"-- hardly a ae vaitvetannaten: approsch-end-=not | 
cau Pome wi 
aaa ants pee cularly persuasive, sah da rere rat rt crude 
~AO-mUCh- TON Vrs ie ir 
shop-keopiite-atbibide yoakm convince, ths Martosny peupte that the: dee 


. Smposiaiches, government demeicchiortn then 


Nea 


et! 


Ram pexmxmxbioans xpmypcthein 

4 Wet i cheer ta led A } ath 
Pete Ta AAAS RE: EEE bdased~orr 
ae at 


“a 
@ noble dasive-éo. preserve zaxnmp world peaces wrochmioniemore ne mAh 
naniooed ke er mach better to~present the- aaaecires larger 


= yl i 


6 pe cPe——naxdanracmasm ede ph xe iain nen as—Hoovery proved Tinsel? adept 
tt, 4 f Shires 
smamaxhin” 


ALAA a 
centers Se Lai For the Secretary gaye nem 


WA Tei 
seine tere | ete ckauy of of" the war debts was-imperative 
to preserve the good faith of nations, to prevent the money being used for 


ad 


| wh -18— 


: aul f4 4 
‘\ 
armaments (in American hands it would undoubtedly be used-fer school, 
Ald Vk re 
inospitele, mukk motor roads, new postoffices, and«te-reduce the publi r 
(debt tdeos agntn-contd-be-toworeth When ante demanied si® 
ay tN a 


ithat.. the: ne-biy! "Se @ paid, he mumimix sounded like a-man-from the a 


/ 
joottection agency, ‘Wiganymmn vulgarly concerned with the dollars ay fim eS 

hebssetorn Wey hind sy aoe as 
veonts, invoawed. Nol H Hoover-- he wae mmommedcsx with the larger ise] : 


‘tnternatignal relations, Justice, good faith, peace, and prosperith . * 

Fi sd apd reser, Myth WY fully pa satu? ‘a 
ial Goural, non Hehe for-a.soco free Bwa expietnred, 

, [frre 
{smchemmax tina ' Coolidge pistaresrmitiraltthe romance-of the business ne 2 
jot a department store? or did Hoover's stress on the eternal veritics " 
‘ 
home, mother, truth, yibtue, educationg and cleanliness (to naze onky: a 
ifew of-hts inveeations) -- have a more pasximnxhnn telling appeal? 
| ’ _ Por Hoover was the ere of xkka the new 
jAmerican civilization, shanitpume ak shame henhitx man of solence wha 
GShihs 

i 
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Rane 1 hlTiiat Hy andagen « 
4s learning the-probiens of am shetty. Whak He was 


IGrext Engineer -- at home and abroad as makiyrtm wat jmaatione ne: ton s 
ties tnpacinatat ee imperialism xpoorxpahtemofl with a patina 
jot apiiey) te-was tise Mntarto- ind mtn anther inertoxaing. -who-, 
|sew-theastotine. recat as "thé=instrumerit’ of -ambhtex ah efficient, 
Clear TiTS-£6F alr. gaged the trentiosy feumucoaxhe, no one better 


saab understood the pacer oui: of peace a monopoly econony, “no 


Pail 


pei ana housshord aides 
Preed women. one the api-oid drudgery hse He was the 
wel ns]: ote ety 

wdunaord oes x “American cleanl: S84 Anerttan efficiencys hes 
em the patron of Amesbean:> 


Rie ciessase pressure coape 


universal education whereever yone~ esuld—learn=tis 
DOLL UA Belay RL own pte oa fy Ud ty 

new culture of soientit sovadiryfarabalg, 8 aarentneciny yn 

maghan toxxnmexhxhen mamhmntonixrepabeceREihng sn machine repairing, 


thé-Iiterature-ef-promot{oa, the ongiieer's 8 approach_to-al2“problems. 
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[ 


| 
| 


pron social yy th aif WP sf fared! Fy depend cad, are - 


ane, 
[s ¢ tife. Hoover rabeedmkine’ deste ta fe the self-esteem of 


aa ee 
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He was the philosopher in politics, the interpreter of-thecfacts-of 


cok BF 
ase Life-t -sootety-dedicated to “ROHS making pA FO oe Unterstood 


i 
' eer e-to-advantage, 
| end could hambpueochan the liberal xithehehk shibboleths. Thaxigexerntimn 
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i a tea virility, Pee ere neiescnntidence, agreessive 
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im as virtue. Rete, Elihu Hoot wad wAoyiaed the 
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to expat, Strader! rite 
N. juridical pompositivs thab-bed fea ‘the: nerbiores- solf-estotr. And for the 


twenties, Hoover ee expounded the cult of the hignyiy rattonar-4, 


‘SOCEELS,. thanx with—kba stability resting on sound economic en 
The United States led the world;  rguieravoss “ab tines,, vut.in-treuth 


Le ener n ne Soe ee ee bring “to the 


rest of ape the balm of efficiency, the mngtinunertx nechanized 
att ‘paeduet of scientific engineering prinnipies 


and rationalized pargdise, which -xutambifix shumootentt fiiboxparrenttonrsd 
maging anarixnocidtx adapted Soaet-governnont. Frofit Was not truly 


ete. i, 7°" A 
the motivation of Anerican imperialisms rather Anaaioan “akties a taint 


’ » ha. fe oak big Sk 
~ Lie" SaportsF capital and; and searched for-new-mirkxets "50" that— ay ax” 


et 


/ peopies y Pegardiess of race or geography, could share the good things of /, 


aT a) 
Th werk fottfre ( f LAL if. 
the An Angptcan | people ;ramixysmbdaa rhs en “he aes ciamsiee edna kdikx 
ashes ‘gloss of cabins ’ 
a e |: : xo virtues a8 
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“the Ups tea States Soxxrhb 
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Pa "Yeovelaay rd the oa-bAiting of -his oppongts. To counter the 


#ayaten Kepudlican campaign fund of over 4,000,000, and the Penocratio 


fund of $800,000, Penori ects ves able to spend a little over $200, 00¢.~ 
ers 
The Republicans warmed the pamphexagainet_ change just at_theeremsat, « ae 
wantin YA LEG o AA ALI ar A Vp 3 
when he adms nse tra’ ton was about to ‘being a1} te-poonie {secur {ty, 7 Aaa 
. hry 


da TA. 


at 


fr end 


Propperity, heven | on earth. The Derverats the scandals, 
Wd Luk | ef 


Aad pr in 
ne longer interested, most OF “the ‘electorate. peesiatie died 
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Meanguccheaap amar ecek ccs EGRET ERT EP E i 


public owmership ee utilities ané railways, frelief for the farmer, 
legislation to protect civil liberties, amfonatgnupo2thepotkmtmoht i 
an anit-imperialist foreign policy. But the crisis of 1921-1922 mmx had ren 
Nios. t 
enporariily surmounted, aga an apeeee ee candidate ree not overthroy | 
wads 4at As foes ‘ 
the political machines with a few xx daring arosclies and a gromt display | 
of personal integrity and passion. 
Coolidge's elesbten victory was overthelmings xe: |} 
daa isving *K 
rare rll Loe ttl 
uaxhant bean cheesn President’ in nis own n right the-Pressdent rottled back 
ppt 
to let smttam neces | eae its course, ed Let the-dpevsitabyevoon 
gece greatest prosperity ever experienced by “anrtnk bring-tbo~biwas ings 


the consumation of 
demo toon xt wtih. mi eos idge kmomx era was x 
, es Feuveleasyy deadloa etry 


eer xt my heh the finely valanced econoxy 
ae ‘amoothly 
. xmaatiahy ‘and easily. Coolidge had only to ext keep any. uncouth 


ta 


hand fron. Athoiacdetbahy hkx disturoing isexpenferh sr os aa 


masterpiece 
parfenttem of integrations he had only to. goo the hurming 
impractical meddling 
machine from the sapmenuhtonx of reformers and the dem edations of 
dopa die bead as the sage 
vicious radicals. The President sae guardian of free enterprises 


sacha ‘deputy of the talented and the wealthy who were 
intent. on ‘providing milk and honey for ‘all. ; 
\ ' ~~. 
! — Junta 
} oover had felt hie : 
a buf se | 1 hae : ‘During the Harding spare, ‘Fl Oh ae ke 


was ‘now he was supremely self-confident of his sbandee 3) ots. way 


; - 
i eh yt 


Cadi Het wall eee 1 


in~potitics. ‘The Ruse -Presitent-gave- ‘hy 
i , unco neerpy 
a. b. bo ae atu x tooathoen sth de 
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complete greedon,* 
ee 

ee 
apea “his affairs. Coolidge had “ ae 


t the Secretary of Somerce was nore 


Department~~or_ non ‘the Séérétary = 
t Blattered Hoover by declaring 
Yaluable in the Cabinet thar as Vico- residents the dvetoton suited 
Hoover, gitiseche had no Aesire to risk his politcal future dy accepting 
| a position that ‘usua ty spelled pmhihinxh oblivion. He was willing to 


wait before he again sought to win Sie Hepublican nominations He decided 


ral atala4 web Ry OL gee et 


fut 
Coot tage-tataiminvide. tradi. | aah Hoover willingly joined the hix 
rs claque bebtsi the President, glad of tho oppomhunity to prove hinself 


% i" to make his did only when he ood be positive of victory. In 1924, 


@ loyal party man by campaigning vigorously for the Ropublican ‘ticket. 
ae ‘ He took as his special province the disproof 20 4 
sae actox! mubiie summmsichyanfomrer omdrshiplh "I az 
for government ‘Qwhership of railroads amd evory other Perea oe -- 
hi , every one,” the Progreagive Aandidate had announced. eae races 


r thy Laped Petetack 
repautation-ime : abe responded to laFollette s heresy, 
6 FPYTT 


; foe the aastitebeabteny” , all the Py AS embers of &merican 
“To has chaebny, PT PLY TH ypeP rand 183 
Individualsim, Nabfonedt cation of gny industry would involve rewriting 


deus we, Va weed ty abalnahys a7 bdessed by 
the Constituttnn, tie sbovatarymarneds tha. thé insitutions thxb the Founding 


Drags 
Fathers in, their Wisdom launimemhint would.papish, ‘and oar governzent would 
CAA AY 
atrophy "until it was no sDHgee our denocracy." The state would besone 
VA 
arrinst: profit making, ‘Teglecting-d.te- ata obligations to 
¥ ... preserve basio human liberties, "a big enovgh Job in these tines," Hoover 
se Mm ulod VTi : 
aped' figures to prove that public ownership would increase rates for 
service, raise taxes, saddle the nation with an immense bureaucracy, 
b Ne duce sku efficiency,mexame add $40,000,000,000 to the public debt. 


Moctalisn may have a place with sone of. ‘the nations of Europe,” he, 


¥ ca 


of “aFollettel’s 5: 


faa 


ae suggested, "because of their failures to sropids froedom, opportunity, 
and-wervice. *t has no place with sesso: have today in América the 
te 
« widest. extended and most efficient weisz porvices in the world.” But 
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when 
at just 8 moment afiramaxaxecextxfirntch 
pt oe bas f- mt tomaf the American way of life 
ane : * ollette woud destroy "the fundamentals upon .« 


~~ | 7 
which our nation has become great. This 4s not progressives for it is not 


progress. st is destruction." 


mover relied on assertion to overwhelm his 
opponent; after all, the Secs ’ bat weacale ‘OxpEry ‘and.hts condemnation, xa 
mubixkenmttiintemh with or aba proéf, should be sufficient to 

confound a wild-eyed radical. Pomaps, government-omershap~of railroads 


‘and public utilities was not socia ism,’as he charged; perhaps the 


experience of other. capitalist nations and the public operation of 


nd similar projects by scores of 


power plants, street railways, 


local communities in the United States, disproved Hoover's Siubx — “ 
‘insistencesinohx of social is 


und increased cost of service when operated 


r oF governnent, or the automatic reduction in effictency of oye ration. 
But Hoover jmipedt had alroagy made up his mimi that any and every 
@ LLaitation of private-enterprise was ipso-facto ominous. The obligation 
of government, he reiterated, was to provige ah Upey-rout-for the 
exeroise-of pe’ individual dubbtntinns initiative xxk In rare instances, 
government might conceivably regulate and control: (though ooNe aoones 
on the sdoags pleted nowever, the state mist never manage re operate 


' private enterprise could conduct at a profit. 
My Lot Satta The electrical industry, he tol€ a receptive audience of 


y fe delegates to a convention of the National Electric Light Association, 
would break down if saddled wibh public ownership. He advocated xmmegn 
yikx coopeartion among tia private owners to avoid any charge of selfishness 
that might give esominition to , tie wild men like LaFollotte. He approved | 


oA -“ Pe Set they hea 

the electrical industry(s poet) fight agaimet-public: ‘omnership ae With: 
av, “0 yy eye 

-bhe impressive list of phase cities “said to have omed public utilities 


1 A ytd £ Fang, fra 1 2 i Shan: Wblstsse t 
. RRR whichepere es end abahisuned, sozd, or junked. The list contained _ 
va haamel of | pd\nexer been mieity of the crims mf of mnsimgx. 


| * 
i 4, Operating Wii Measgy of the designated failures xbtak still operated 
@ successful: eS end , de-t-was.publieked. But in so crucial a 


Rime A ee 


ae ee ~12- ' 


campaign, accuracy cmmbixig must be considered a oe Hoovey, and the i 
, Blectric Light Association were not squeamish over methods -- so long as } 
they were able tp make the public, umMerstand the reei issue. 

¥ Hoover 3 further contribution to the Republican 
Suachich campa ign was to restrict LaFollette! Suse of radio facilities -~ 
at Least) IaFollette? charged dhamciminatctmnxathe Secretary with 
discrimation. The Department of Commerce exercised Jurisdiction over 
radio ‘broadcasting; in. consequence, “aFoliette held Hoover repponsible 


| = for the refusal of Taio chains to aby his Popelles 
’ or the refusal of radio chains to carry his “e 
| : . et fe Bika, ley ry fenes election 
Speech n “ctober. Hoover repleid rather stiffly that TeFollette had al 
. with-ai3i—other"tontenders << ia lat Ti Asada’ er 
been ‘treated with equal considerktion/-- perhaps ,ebecause, LaF, Follette ras 
| i, dg ue at dul digs OF 
’ 


pga eager not the cantidate of a regular “party , he-hadebeon a 
i 


treavet’ mitt Spectad-consiadratton, But certainly, the Progressive < 


had no just cause to complain. Xinenesck 


i snmoxmon apeh RE Eat, 
tha LaFollette!s Yur enactenltid Jy Aaa ey UeTe The ” Nast OBC at-y eee 


Ag to. meanness that' radio hed beon monopolized, dnd/therafare ‘xhex 

IaRaaaeten ramtananineans the Progressives moxtinxokren wensmogh 
een Oa Os ae on on eee 

were-delihorately-kept off the air by..the-ianga: sreactionary~omiers, 


Ad 


cnisicthe sponded: "There is no monopoly and can be none under the’ aw," Z 
Sua, ich wee sap 1 not dissimtiar to denying. the  Fosstbiity of zurder 
A * Destine ‘the ‘law forbade the taking of life. Ieaddttton, Hodver ‘eontab 5 
ne “ that. ‘each broadcasting, station had the privilege of accepting bee a * iy ae : 
F gi rejecting prograns, ani the failure to pub etafo Sete. speech’ Sh tno oe a3 


2 aa coneern, D * Lot banal ee! ash EF 
i he wae shardy the kmaxkmaxx of the Commerce Vepartnent. Bat Hoover ea a. 


: a ‘he: tee aed: the issue: free: elections made inporative an’ equal ge 
allot ment of radio, ‘time to.all xevnidist cansiaavens and aceh though: Hoéver 
ae )@enied ‘Remidtaats thst ‘thé: ma jor stations discriminated: against ,LaFollette, ' 
‘Lt was Hoover's 
dentar did not ‘alter the facte Officially, Kameannenecces Fos 
imax ‘Fesponsibility.. MLA that LaFollette: obtained apt 
we 5 GvatrRo7/ 
, “en Lae equal ‘that sidevadeescnis Verocratio ‘ang Republican 
7} freees a a 


x ; ‘opponents. . in practioey’ Aigover found excuses not to bear. dom too: heavily 


~*~ 


Fon xishxtamanit al Poet 4 directors $900 ete as tee Progressives fi 


ue ot — ne oe 


13a 
were the sufferers, is 


a 
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After electioy the President announced Hoover's 


continuance in the Cabinet -- and the Becretary promptly expressed 
suitable gratification, Hoqver's inalusnce was groater now that’ he had 
proved-hinselt. a. good party,man, Rumors spread that Coolidge would like 
to transfer him to Agriculture (Secretary Wallace had died a few months 
previously), But Ydover clung to Commerce. He saw-no advantage™in risking 
& switch in‘ positton. Ntwm@aaitdgextmokriiamvee He was able to exert 
‘profound influence on the President in his present post, sai even to 
the matter of Frosidential appointuents, Not that H over was Xax responsidl 
for the unwise choice of Charles Warren as Attornoy Veneral after Harlan 
Stone (Daugherty's successor} nad displeased Coolidge and had deen 

kicked upstairs to the Supreme Courte The Senate refused to confine 

Yeon bexagna the appointment because of Warren's too eae alliance with 
the suger trust. Coolidge stubbornly persisted amd was dentin rebuffed; 
finally ne nated John G. Sargent for the position. Nor did Hoover / 


ori ws w 
infiuesce ‘the President's choice of Frank Kellogg, formerly anbassador to 
7 taps fea Ue 
Great Britain, to replace-Hughes as Secretary of State when Hughes Sates 
nut 


H"Snief Justice of the Siarn Supreme Court. But Hoover did urge the Presidert 
to appoint Curtis D. Wilbur as Secretary of Navy; Wilbur was the 
bwother of the president of Stanford University, Hoover's staunch admirer, 


The new carry at eee to Hoover for guidance. It was comzon Jmowledge 
dat ‘ ier hie if £tAA: al praee . 
reid having. Aemarred.at-shLftang forthe "Gepartnont oes a wean Hoover 


iyl ke, 4+ 


ah Me lectad William Jardine ,for-the post. Ths Hoover eqntredy ed the 
ulcle Fa Qe ly leg 
Department of sgetowttaie,, bine he soomidencure that! Wanace! 8 


2 ppointess: jwno otter pest opposed Hoover’ S policies Trcexe 
disrteved. In fact, Hoefer s inSluenso meezan bomenie ke wim coon 
aroused strong proteste from the Corn delt; farmers denounced "The 
activities of Herbert, Hoover t dominate and encroach upon the functions 
of the Department of. agriesature; inc}uting interference by Mr. Hoover in 


4 tment." Codaint : 
rsonnel of «aon S were frequent that nomen 
’ the * the adtints tition than there is etek gts 
te 4 


sthe 8s more 


U ~14- pd = 
; ** never before had a Cabinet officer "engaged in such a wide diversity of 


% i 


| - gctitities or covered quite so mich ground.” 
y 


Within the Coolidge adminis tration, Hoover 
performed a special function. Alone of tho Cabinet members, Hoover 
1A, understood the need Se finns the chasm between the realityes of the 
money age, known as the Coolidge boon, amd the sentimenta}ities vy which 
men lived. It was imperative, carefully and ina aiaiaerag ly to reassert the 
myths of Anenican prosperity lest the nation no fees aw the fine 
new clothes: of the Golden Decade but instead Hebounised the nakedness of 
Amperialist ‘exploitation. Even -the-l4verals—and—the-intellectuals who 
*« * paraded thein cynical sop Nee aoe poking g pin’ SE the American: cult 
° NA nee ode plumbing, were dazzl Dy the aura of success and 
; that surrounded the Coolidge Tearse 
. But tineanasta Schade knoe the President was 


= 


rf 


re) 
too literal minded, too limited in understanding to preencties theoremizd 


mace eins ach feanbanbe ok ham pacemve appropriatedly to bedeck 
’ the age in the; brappings of idealism. Quite crasaly, he re jfosced in the 


* 


profiteering of monopoly: +m he was unaware that government could aspire 
to a higher function than to serve the wealthy. tim His view of 1ife 
was simple, because it was also extrenely personalf, Rs a sectesslonel "s 
politician, he was content to Aischarge nts: obligation to those who 

piaced him in office and for whom he had immense respecte Beyond that, 

he recognized no pisaidlecaqutrenent. Similarly, Andrew Mellon, the 

rich man condescending to play at governnent as an escape from enmnul, 

| _ main was content to make money for the substantial stockholders of the 
United States Snmarpenmbinn Tnoorporated (ef which: he was a considerable 
investor). The other Cabinet xenbers were moutine pone tics? hacks, with 


the exception of Frank Kellogg #ho had the essentially unsericus outlook 


of a career diplomt. . ‘ ™ 4 | ji Fors Games 
| only Boor Nga . more profoupd ea cae | 


. Yi 
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thal ry ee G | 
Diring hie London years he had learned, shut the stupiditypesf rubbing 
men's noses in the realities of a ONstness hg The business of 


American might well be business,. as Coolidge ‘said; yet “tt was ‘ossentied 


tastefetiyto-masduorade-thie-overs Gran aint satan, mutha stints 


‘Stumsdeommxpaneay/for vetter to pumsmt picture the-ogsinesstor Anerica in 
xexsx terms of efficiency and service, in teyms of winning a new 
civilization built on applied science and istactnstloenliness, ease, 
confort, the beauty of fumetionabisn. jnorton guummmtiing traits sehace. 
‘the futility of a unnechanized Europe ’ unete Satine for! the : 
frustrations. ofthe past, the. Shy ea rOrneny of nechaiitead progress: hat 
‘The réality of the private enterprise systen was — 
its dependence - on n profits} Tae essonttan Ai the-twentiorrmas the 
compubeton to amass money. The.great omers did not <= ound, not -= 
run steel plants, rubber mills, automobile’ assenbly dines » factarios' 
turning out vacuum-cleaners, radios, electric bulbs, »swashing rachines » and 
all bis ana industrial paminkt tor the sake of the pundmmt producing 
these goods; rather, the omers were, soncernes with tle profits to be' 
realized from Rg tts Soka Thede. aint, was not to make a better Mnitgety 
_ Badget as a contribution to-man! 8 happiness happiness, but instead to 


"make 8 better gadget because in : a competitive society the hextxrrpred 4 


saepogen (or at least different) product would mingstnxprexhenxprofhtsx 


yield ? iter profits. The world war, the subsequent de).ession, the boon 
+ that Forhonen hed inoreasingly narrowed, the control of the means of 
| Production’ -- tie sachinery a baw materials, —tnbo-tne-iaiisot a 


snkiLéa-end=smakd—group. Bros pera ty., (the accurmlation of wealth) was 


Matt: 
‘real ;enough for Ragee who owned these neans of » ‘production, dut in 
FACE 


pronorcton to. ene population, the ‘number Sera the.mamz:reans~to 
make-wipeetit was small indeced,e a’ tiny proportion of the population, a 
fow Linnaved thousand ' financiers and industrialists. True, a periphery : 
of shaller enterprisérs caught some of the overflows. True, most 


people believed -tYe cas was happy, But few shared the peerecee and most 
5a, 
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Americans were deceived by the. ppnoral air of prosperity whith surrounded 


re | “hy . 
then bu qmnich aia not, méan- ‘they. KAXAXPMAATAIAEBAKE CAMENSELX WET J 


individuatty mmaret fix pe es 2 
~¥et Khe illusion of keaxuefitted being better off | 


than ever before penatratadrx- was, widespread. The vebber-paid workers, 


: the white- 


collar employeés, the matt eone in service indeati occupations, the 
tact htt blow earnings, 
smaller middle-classes were ‘able, to mortgage their hones, their marntngsy 


ten percent of the maysixaamenerspothe factory moge-earners 


their future earning power unto the end of tine, to' Duy a-cars~a “radio, 
a-refrigerator;<a_nodern.bathroon on“the-instetanent “plan. Averican 
families skimped on diet, health, in countless ways to buy some 
Bnecessity" by easy paynients; they were still imypinextnetoct in debt for 
the "necessity" long after it had womn out or was antquated. The 
individual yas haunted by the conviction that mumxzemexeikxeccommm 
sxfixht his neighbors, and friends wore secure, replete with tke good things 


advertised faa tie. x requ x required appurtances fat ‘all orfe=hundred-percent 
‘e > = NENG fF 
Anedicen hens: penniane. staggered under dobt. Merrparhxmtdtiansizear: 


i 


apos20p xh xa kedyx ook ho ems swe rekiack xofnths 


Evoryoneg enjoyed the fine xhingaxnkatinbinx products of ie new 
mechanization -- at least so said the newspapers, xagazines, radio 
vrodcasters, speakers for the irae ba ae! f oy eerie fraternal 
orders, churches, even unions. Byt-the Andividual~ fanily—-knew C2108 

own shaneful sia hp caeeteiaiascae aaaane As a nationg America 
‘was tortured by the exhingnaf tragic neurosis of indietdered inadequacy, 
ofindividuat-fatjure in a society where, evefyone knew-that-alt “the 
panpins pedpie (except the lazy, the ne ‘er-do-wells, the improvident -= 


soba ea and "perhaps the famers, Negro PROPIA, workers a xhex 


dnpnanned raise the depressed industries or in the’ lpwewage areas ine the 
South) padea in the sun of boome Thentaxt 


Thus, the fact of the twenties was the enormous 
a ei 


4 3 


_ Joys of the ‘highest civilization yet known to the world. 


eee ee at : ia By Wie 


s ; F ie k® ' ; ‘ r Mis ; ; ; : j 
ho sD | 
“2.usibn 
‘profits; the +iibun was shay the average man with average intelligence 


shared: these profits and in consequence xhavmdxkx participated in the 


ae 


Sich tin aches echach mm sumone sos ot ox btsoon ne 

Rnomenns fies ht wet yxdtixhbaxps mt mbox 

‘Hoover RAS rovtae the rationale.t%x Calvin 
Coolidge: was at best a rural clom in high nitines moment kexexbechekot 
office, -thardemure servankof-thé=finanoial- ~diotators, never ‘the nation. s 


| 
. leader. In.fact,. the Boston Coolidges felt At Be SORSAEY to point out tise | 


‘while the President: bore their oes nane, he had no connection dy 


blood, hx background, rplenin ingen kaplan kag tn Ex upbringing with his 
aristorcaric betters. The’ provincial in the White House was useful, but 


he lacked ane culture and ‘the vision, to providé imperialist America with 


an aceeptavie ideologye. If: canything, he was. too crude: for exanple, 


doe Dareattsh 
a8 dismissed the problem: ‘of war ‘debts ieee mmuzmxmiing? Prem the ee 
i 


remark, "They borrowed the moriey sata" ‘ ‘they? Let them pay itt ---hardly 
a-subtie-or=ingratieting-ap prOdcire Surhx The shopkeeperss attitude was 
not likely to convince apne ‘that their-government xumazoncennd 
considered=thmnirarmainhto max collection of war debts baie inperative 
cornerstone of world ‘peace. How mich petter Hoover" S-adept reasoning -=- 
‘the Secretary spoke'of ideals, of-war-dedts-as-a-test.ofsthe,-goad-faith 
of-nations, of the need to take the money out of :the hands of backward 
‘Europeans who would use it to duy armaments and ste ‘restore it to the 
‘American’ people who ‘would ‘spend it on schools, hospitals, motor roads, 
new *postoffices, and ‘te wweduce the public debt. When. Coolidge Srésonted 
the « ‘pa2t,—he » sounded like the clerk in a collection agency as though 
the money ‘4tself were. Aitie Shane shies ts es Not: Hgover. He was 

dm keen hand herman hx not interested in the: dollarsiand cents, dut rather 
dxnxthexhangar in international MEARE AON sy suet icen » £808: faith, pence, 
prosperity forall. Could government inspire the p nace loyalty: 7OL 


‘itsroreemens toward: a society: welt Coottseg pate to ‘sound na Sakon te 
‘ a Halls ‘ 


ania - 
business-officve=of a department store? Yr aidHoover's accent on the 


eternal verities -- hone, mother, ‘truth, virtre, education, chemmxtt 


|. . 
| a 


cleanliness -- es more profound} apyeoal? { 
Hoover stood as tie archetype of the now xhubkizil 


1 OE er ae mae ata es 


‘ efvili ationy thom 
shemrathenxadysame Hes-wss the Great Enginetyy a drought digity to 
| the twenties, though he-undorsvoRd=the-reali hos, of a monopoly--econonye | 
: He was the matter-of-fact : Pere of the vitamin ety He was the prophet of 
; the shining kitchen 1 replets ‘with Pressure cooker and household aides to 
| freo women from the age-old slavery to housework, He was the prahmak 
protagonist of universal education mbdhobtax nem ether with its 
: fine school vuildings and magnificent athletic fields. He was the 
philosopher in politics, the-axmmkin scientist. In the first decade of tie 
century, Theodore Koosdat md nod-given the country a pride in its Amamkomx = | 
New World virility, its ngeressivenees.atthe- amxtinnat seryice of | 
justice , andsllethe-sthen viriuge. Elihu Root had fed the national self- 
esteem with juridical rationalizations. For the sad Herbert “oover 
Sxpounded the cult of rationa}ity. The United States, ‘led “the. xnxhizx | 
often REPU OPS LIOR iy bitaciee the-resbeof mankind the balm of | 
efficiency, tire mechanized and xx dinstrtertses oie result of 
science-and-the engineering brain. Profit was not truly the motivation 
end acs Tans  BaLAt s Alar CAgpd Fs eorianr os a4 
of imperdalibiy ah. Waseen altruistic poled oe desire to share the new 
_ civilization with all, regardless of race or geography, that spurred the 


export-of:.ca pitel~and. -+the-search for néw markets. Hoover fmimkha gave 


Americans sonething ‘to Yelieve in; to monopoly, he added a gloss of virtue. 
' Th tne principles,>then, of Anerican Individualism, 


Ay 
‘were coupled with the religion of efficiency and service. In the ora of 


monopoly domination} vim ‘thecera when the United States yee handed over ‘ 


tay 


without demyr £0 ‘the great corporations} in: abe era of. the export of 
a 


capt ta}, Teceaee! profits: ’ speculation, and beoupitntherore when the 


a 


United States for the first time ‘coutd fully "neon ite supertaiict desire 


— ea eee o% ie Kee 
@ SE ka9- 4 

_ to dominate the markets, ef a worlds in the ora when anerican trade and 
Adnvestment strove for a "precinént position in every continent at the 

expense of wkx ‘its rivals, particularly at the expense of Great Britain -- 

in this era of the Golden Heats, Hoover cciteuad. deeniotnts *poues with - ‘thes 

+ Ns beat Jared 3 ad PU eaten 

oLgakcot Borastye Profits were-the ffuits of wares} selfishness and 

arrogance, the rodort to force, the, polities of greed, the violations 

‘of Brotracy. tovleon, a “nobsiiby-and were. transformed, into the search for 

purity ‘and ‘the: ‘devotion to righteousness. 

#8 | ae 

Sucht as the pundit of Herbert Hoover jn the 
nopo2y op spertty == to Ubldge-the! ‘sap astro aries 
ceaied saliy. But ‘the Sreat Engineer was also 


& doex, able to mpement et aity a vat ‘conceal the meaning of his 


” 


' actions va d the mae 6 probity. en " sath ‘ 


wid \ 
y en Chutiage, Hoo er came into his own. “Now he was 


no longer on sre ach vefere ‘ene saxtg: agohines he had proved his 
loyalty ‘So the party of the. fit “to rule airing the Harding years and 


' 


1 
e 
i 


fe 


spec} tically vy nid effective electioneering for Coolidge. He xorg emorged 


. as ‘the most abe figure of ‘the’ Cooisdge administration, a man of knowledge, 
7) 
able~to-taiee on the ‘difficult tas of aiding monopoly consolidate while’ a 


providing: the spiritual Justicications for every accretion of power. 
ae To be sure, the. dangaign; Loft concealment was bpoad, 
dut Hoover cnmmpn text was Sontent wie a ‘4snitea munber of VAREORE LY 
| He had no need es feesh | ‘justifications 30 ‘long as: the ‘ola and tried’ 
formas seen as well. 4e made much of the "liberty" -~ a eee aaa 
‘ invariLably inkea’ dn his mind with ‘the . Pignt, of - ‘Ronopoly to tence: ‘omrto 
~ privlege. States rights, he was fond of pointing out, wevp the (atid 
of this liberty: on the other mang, . federal regulation with its 
centralization of, authority was the:titeatato the Baton’ 's Sesodongs 


Pas a ‘ F 
im é Mees. 
des ‘very survival. Theowby To the states nist be -regerved the autos of 
f , ‘ Me 7 4°" : ' 
; ta ag 


@ 


° regulatio and contro}, Since state government remained close to the people 
Ag A hae, 4, Cth, 
paren rnenegeunes § responsible to the denooratio will. Before x2 eed 
yadt: \ Py re Cee 
shenxpomemxodin xi sdon the srsten which left corltrols to the state, warned 


Hearer "let us be sure that we have something vetter to take its place. 


a ‘\ Hhis raises at once q grave question as to whether the basis of our dual 
' - ” : LPT 

: Bove rrment Which has brought us such untold blessings in the past canxxxx 
t : 

survive if the shifting of economic life is to impose constantly greater 
‘ 


centralization on & Pedoral authority 1ll-designed to carry such Parsons vests 

Ie stherefore, benonds our duty to examine every proposed step in this 

; ’ direction, and where a ‘resolute necessity does not impel wo mist oppose it, 

\ 

; if only for the purpose of he preservation of self-governzent." 

fe Fai yd = tr add | eras hdyts Upwey f expressed tus 

i His deferse He powér trust thinenrntedcctx devo- 

tion to states rights. But-r10t aTeTE sar ie porsuade his adecoencseis we 

2 p WEA ‘ 

though he. did prevent. feaetti-regatation. Goreribe Pinchot of Pennsylvania 

; Lest’ ad wb 

(always inclined to aissonerd the purity of Hoover's motives) x / 

igh a, & ,. most frequent ob fectioris-made -to- 

et oiced the/amibintax-mé Hoover s position: "All the electrical senatias 

i will in the near futuro be éonbtned in ono great mogopoly,™ the Governor 

declared. "Mr. Hoover says it is a local problem, and can only be 
handled locally, and this vast pAvICnow Ine , monopory. has got to bo dealt 
with by individual States acting sions -< which, of course,' is to laughe" 
But.- Pinchot! 3 sarcastic-fittaok a aroyuse-any -important mass hovenent 


for fedoral supervision of the power’ ‘rust. Hodver's-liberty triumphed, 
tay 


pees oy hath Ab Ae lake 
and-tim -froe-enBerpEl ee, S ae anseuerseesal As Hoover pointed.out, the 
: hd A Lb eh 


laws of coupeitition wos correct whatever disproportions, night+temporaxL lly 

SS eee -even- thé Cooligge-edmini stration tad sve ‘traltors: 

Poderal Trado Comission ater ereneratenkorer’ disagreed, with ‘the: Secretary | 

| anddeplored.- "pyraniding," ies companies in the electrical et 
Watt abedasTe Ub, tal tan YG 4 Ae Wry 

the Commission am charged were. guperimpos ed—on -bhe operating companies “ 


that in one instance less than a $1,000,000 investment in the ma jority. of. 


i — ow 


the voting stock of the apex holding company gave in 1925 full control of. 


hed 


the entire ortanization of the group, having scores of undor lyin Bonpantes % 


or “21 
and severgl - red million dollars of investnent." Such corpar ate 


i 


Ada 
SEpsnseee sen, commi.ssicn Soheidered beth unsound | aa not likely to 
‘advance the Aiderties of mmurem consumers forced to buy electric power et 


‘ exorbitant monopoly prices. Nor could the stat ‘A prevent abuses ag the 
’ P| 


@dderal government “took no jurisdiction. But Hoover disagreed,’ eae 


Secreveny prevailed. ' 
hey-day 
It was the xxye of monopoly. sroueoent the 
Golden Decade, Hoover ‘Emmginh defended the huge senonateons a ganda ato 
aac telling arguments to Keon a8 his partisanship. Efficiency -=-#tokr cixmenxer 
supplies 
-he-helieved would ‘tnensaxoxkherxuppiyxot swell shamthoume Sapna a ard: = 
bherefore would, ‘he-- ‘proritsed, Weel prices and SupRove the seavaaha of 
40 Y S424; Sta Asrdt 
living -- Wes Heaven reply to Dan Sutherland, deleadte Bie) Congro: 18 


Jt 
from Alaska, wid ac eanea the Secretary of discriminats i apainst) 


oe a AE RRR VRE ay OR I aS 


f 
j 
i 


Ihe ths ce wy 

Ppaepenaent salmon fishermen in favor of the trusts. Coma” Pag iderations 
asad AM ad Fe 

of-the-fabe of a few backward Indians and a few inteperionts stand in the 


way of mass-production methods to oateh-and-carsalmn? Unfortunately, 


a AlN en Nd GVA OT 


© WNidding 
srry the great corporations were oanspped to ye see mothods. Sutherland, 


went 
: + sued for an injunction, stood ‘in “the 7 ls ey progress. The case was 
x ! 
¥¢ dismissed. , ‘ 
29 ' Sint lasdy;terontogtngemas by-must-nob de... 
U Wate 


‘ ‘ine Secretary opposed confess ong Serr vor-cr- 7 
hampeneds - ry oppo ¢ ? @ 


os 


a arial aha of Muscle Shoals. mough the nation needed nitrates, 
Me, 


: aia tiie popu seta dying -in tho area wus benefit fron ‘electric power 
Ww) penerated at usclé. ‘Shoals, she Hoo verdismissed these arguments as 


| ema gogide We-pointer cut;— tha tg ough the gove:-nnent owned the yxrap 
' 
i 


project and had already tavsstn hy ‘funds to Hoveror it, mene 
yaetet to or d 
operation would be xaxmimt wasteful.’ He peiro preferred ‘thé ‘proposal 
hy Phares 
i aaa daca ale that his company 'tazenover xnx Muscle Shaols Esta 


” -the,-governmont—< nominal foe for_ment, Xet Hoover tread Raucscnety ae 


in-giving-nte-opinters: "I an in favor of the development of Muscle 
Shoals for making aitrates,"” he testified to Congress. "I would like to 


-22= 1 


to se6 Mr. Pord do it, if that will suit anybody.” Braciously, he declined 
to smerenk yon himself on Heine eee seanitiax Pord'!s offer, -=-he 
woulld-not~iInvsrrere withthe people's wilt expressed throggn-elected 
“yepregentatizes « Bis caution was well-advised -- Congress rejected what 
some called oe "attempted steal." But Hoover and the administration 
prevent “sederal eponatsn: 

He was learning not to overstep nveee Late in 
the Harding administration, he had, as a matter of course, cone t0-tho-atd 
ofthe . monopoly 
Anerican deet sugar gnmrenmx to raise ache sugar prices. nota 
cqndfrated negotiations with Cuban cz “producers to cut the world supply 
and to create an effective nonopeny controtied-by seeere cess: ‘Casuall$,) 
he had issued a ene warning aeaurrin ts pens dmpeding shortages - 
with the restlt that conswiers hyprtediy-begen to Lord | = prices rose 
steeply. Dut Hoover bade peckEME EE" eneramsor TP USOFE he 
fourd himself blamed for the heightened cost of living, accused of 
playing too prominent a part in "arranging with the Cuban pugar planters 
‘to reduce their production from 4 ,000,000 to 2,500,000 sobdhionn tonse" 
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_ Telegrams flooded’ the office of ‘the Pyestdent protesting, Hoover's 
_ part in robbing sxhe American kax consuners "of million lot dollars each 
week by conspirac to increase sugar prices and Soneknisd manipulation.” 
me funni’ plead atthe Secretary nemacted-ontyaeo in: the-interests-of 
"effictency” vand "Viverty”™ shdmnoibaensz a4 disregarded. T) oratary 
wriggle t o£ this unpleasant situation as-besthe.-coulds he olainddy 
nis statement nad been misinterpreted. He convinced no one,’ since ho: hack 
minds, ay eis and-tortns poate moehdmant was-wordod—hr eWay 
Pgondd not wermisread. As the protests grew sharper, Hoorar instructed 
Abia in, ‘his loyal director of the Buroau'of Foreign and a 
Lu Besiebeis Comnercepto take the blame. . by, Kiein announced that he bade 
/ deh day Ceo att Wa’ 
made—khe offending statencnt, without Hooyer!s knowledge, Bat Hoover had 


ra 
‘ gllowed. thes tatenenbsbo stand until she angry’protee+s_ swamped Washingte 


a 


As a lgst redo rt» the Secretary plessed a‘buyers' boycott of sugar, and ; 


Nike OS Hen a me 


is 
| 


os i ! 
tried to forget the episcde. In the PURITOs he took-more elaborate pains 


; to prepare=e} + a tor his ‘actions before pianeing into 


them “ : 
: | : dig dred OH 
But It was in foreign cormerce that Hoovér proved 
Uae ¢ 
most stccsssixl. He-drova a tmra-bargain, out elated prec the 
hia vita sf 
interests of -hincom countrys / The United States desired no territory; the 
United States wanted no more than the right to oxport its surplus capital 
at reasonable rates of interest and to find markets for its ageimirirm 
econ industrial, and comercial oo Sereny»: the Sedrotary 


Widind 
could not — “ve ‘accused of motives. “thea! defending the altruistic 
ha degen ty Geel beau. 
interests of. the United Gees Anerican ‘products | were superions American 
Hye, Ausf Anny 


| exports apesaa ‘the new onlture of: sciénce and=broughtswith -thes shro=>oon 


a ' 
hats tov 
aft progréss to vackward, Onis Gashioned ; inefficient, and  Soeace pascteains 
foreigners. " 
gn ; HAN y) dane derrlp tcf 
Thus when he spokesoF the searchforoil, Hooven 
ote A i 


etruok: attitades-dtioniintsengetoyehity. Ye.encguraged American o11 
companies ‘to prospect Saverae of the United States. and to develop Zoxoten 
o42 resources in all parts of the aa "Unless our rationals reenforce 
and increase their Holdings abroad, " he pronounced, "we shall de dependent 
apon other nations for the supply of this vital commodity within a 
measureable nunber of years.” The nes for self-protection had been | 
forced upon the United States: "The truth of, the ratter is that other | 
tountries have conserved their of21 at the expense of our orm. Woe mist go 
into foreign firelds in a big way.” a daflieato 
chemirartagnaxnesnd tingxkerk The..iuphis 
patriotism had practical ot acvenvagesy watcr Hooven- did? nO, 
care “to-disenss. If, asters eee Pet dag donestic o4l1 applies were seriously 
depleted, the eat logically eat toe a ee of conservation at : 
nore. But conservation : coi ha" gntnractnonb Eby “fedeved regupabtion -of i 
private enterprise; punthiesaass, conservation nignt reduce waste, 7° 
ia 


Corr pirtin? ul. 
+ would obviously interfere with the, enournously : erty ethods of 
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? .. American derocracy frequentiy dealt with ganany who opposed what they 
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, se - arilling gra pxtractions sprrorsoog at es Zz: aoreyace Hoover ¢ 
ry Nita rl nn Peters Mss eb, Ahet hl ol) _ 

ab grins fo lardyre resis preferred th fe sate ott in Mexico and “atin 


Myartna, Aur “i wae Kyrvtecats 
America, in the Noup Hast and ,the ,Orien e-wae-notore-netve-not” to 


YAM Seed 
suspect that-the. ax-appettte-for- oLl cowtd oring the bares States into 
conflict = other inperialfens arid ontangoX vori4 weadee be be excused the 


4 va lathes SP 


tage ai grab Re sources rather-than conserving donestic supplies 


ee sodett the-nation. What patriot could disaprove? 


Likewise, his-~etd=to- the fizengtal institutions 
Abbot, tha! 6 hese 
exporting. capital wagon high moral grounds. With he “outflowing money 
4 Ale 
vat. the civilizing influence of American eae y Capitals ofcourse, 
: ualuy 
could not be loaned abroad WAtTOgt some Peo nicer ap leaecos 


‘repgyment a8 well as tre assurances that the money would maxmzmk not be used | 


P-) i prodests inimical to American interests. Sovchn bic marten 5 Phe export 
of capital to-labinedmertcan was dependént, not surpsingly, on the stability 
of the imxnamtng governnents untgtrrecet v7the funds erie behind the 
laa het, Reutty DUT our 4 uae | 
F Nee ‘vorrowers. ASERORTE marines protectes | 0 * eens and the concessiong 
Ww) 


al hud Lek br 
neh as & aaa ilies eo vermucnys re a “State Department 


apart 
ondorsomént. =~ the a @efinition o: of stability had not changed since the days 
of Hoover's food relief to FP Sisudski, Mannerhein, Horthy, and others like 
‘them. Unstabiegovermitiits-wenb-bemging or-were-eliminated. Gundoats of 


the Atlantic fleet yim policed the Yarribbean; armed emissarios of 


frees 
called Yankte' imperialism. mahanaiet dollars werd-aeeoupanled custom irs 


ees Whe regulated’ port aftaits for the borrowing sea often it 
is ,Was nec ssary to “provide stable goverments with advisers “og dstachnents 
of american soldiers to keep Use Ee ctable table against req speeaiesoeee -EX 
mxj the-wajoriey- of their of citizens. Hoover warily avoided too close 
involvement with the dollar. diplomacy “a the Western Hend sphere ages 
force was not easily éndowed with vifture. Bet Capital | exported to Eurore 
could mm.more convincingly be pictured as improving -the living standards, 
: red fron ar. Particularly, Hoovers “pad. 3 


a3 i ae SSSo rere Sad TS 7 one AS fn AE ae 2a AAS, 
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eo al -25— 
on gt ed _ uk 
@ el Bex uty, enthusiastic over the Dawés Plan which prined the 


‘4 : pases sree alea58 with American dollars.ani allowed Verman industrialists 
‘to resume profitable production. Every dollar spent in Germeny was a 
hatwark against Bolshebi sm} every dollar helped build a Germany capable 
of P Europe, and thefefore the yestern world, from socialisr. 
This mhuhe clarity oginnnosl Sa’ Hoover to veto 
est for a GermanwAmerican Corporation to exploit, manganese concessions 
in Russte. The banker, WeA. WeAs Harrinan, nd@tetronged to finance a Gernan 


OLA by Te aut (a: 
‘ company to develop manganese deposits .in Georghae New York bankers approved 


if_Washington-paxamix.provedfavorable. Hoover objected. | “e frowned on any 
qnoem arrangement likely ‘to improve German-Soviet rotations: he argued 
that he couldnot stana vy while American capital was used to benefit 

. the socialist nation and at the,same time limit the market for Anerican 


Ch, by Ch, « 
manganese. The State. ie aaa ae agresa. The Corman-narket—was ‘to be 


ee a dod, 
@ _ shrewd strategy did aot work out ax exactly as ho planned: the German 
7 ee Ladt sheliiongd# |! ay ated foocionk fevonathe fey eelhonng: 
group moguekrhe xvest the PFrotueal of. trengthened their, 
position, ‘since the: Soviets. mst now deal wit aries “then bxolusively and 
Avrddj - mde 
A would be wt1ling ta. ‘mest valuable. concessions. F 
; oy “f cover’ e most dradatic pro ject et nki-“Ke pt 
é y ' ; 

\is name on the front pages : m ress, ~ Loupied 
him for i gars apd -in-tho"sid-provedshis-idealion. Ear his 
aggressive. battle against the rubber polities of the British nen / 

aT Ly art « hta ne wee fage/ H//, 
showed the Secretary" s devotion to American conateers, b 9:54 ee 
in defarise of national security, his desire ‘to protect the profits 
of desrving corporations ,° ; ‘andhis' hearty dislike of British imperialism. 
me. British Cabinet in 1922 appointed the Stevenson 
Committee to work out @ plan 'to raise rubber prices which in the first 
™ post-war years had dropped to a new low'of 114 cents a peund. Since 
@& ' ' -. Bratish planters controlled three-quarters of the world's ru ber productin, 


t 


‘the Committee recommended a restriction of exports from Molaya and xhe 


a a 
An BG Scien FP aw lt a ne nee aire eT Ae amen ate 


ee 


other British coRontal possessions; with proper controls, pxumfiithx prices 
could be boosted and profits restored to the planters. 

The Stevenson Plan was enacted into law. Plantation 
ommers were taxed @ penny on all exports up to sixty percent of their 
freneare roduction; beyond this ‘level duties rose sharply, levied not 


F (mt 
only o tonnage, dut all the planter's exported tonnage. ~ Fe ofision 


‘lower or raise duties as the price of crude rubber fluctuated. 


i Within. a. " MONtHS y - rubber brought thirty-six cents a pound, but failed 
\*, antes: Baie “this “level. By the middle of 1925, hoyever, with 


1 as erigan: naaiey peta mene heavily, speculative prices exceeded 


: \ 4 
oe 43 et. 
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ice. their “purchases of rubber goods wheraver.possidle and 


- a 


+n December, 1925, Hoover appealed to the American 


faze the ude: of recla ined rubber. Two years previously he had 

: that ‘sodpetiatic practicesof foreign capital combinations 

- ea. American security. The British were the worst offenders: - ollie 
prould. force American ee ag pay more netsonty for rubber but. 


ge la! 


“4 
or nitrates dy “example, they b efreoted the price of sisal, 


m—jrports for-suppites. Hoover urged Congress to 
tua tion; he, also urged American dovpanations 
abibilities of Soveioping their ow Fubb ar plantations in 


f 
el whee (acted Auger 4 


Aevth Andries ‘and elsewhere, and-proposed-that the "ekoval goverrment 


enoehingeomctr yrsoets with substentiar sibsiatesy In this instance, 
f CYL EA he Awe 
cover anbentwnned his usval opposktt “bo governnentta, involvenent. : 


4,, 47 rgusiness. His. pabrtibe-téricer nceern n fort the-nation. ‘3 “wolfare} % &s well ‘hs his 
xxta-profit..-, 
imowledge_that-subsidies . would gmxie private ipovae ions week: sas the 


mamaxnom Treason ‘for’ the Oe ae So long .as governnent holped busines g, 
ible Agu nA thet ', bgt # Saag © ats". He fi 
{ntexfoxance was poermissable; men governnent sought to ‘regulate 
7h & usd aK 


mee 


private enterprise, -imrante; A yueth ppreestes ho ‘was sidtemax adamant. 
fi 


id 
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+ tu, 2 . ue es — ‘ 
@ me =o In Nae the Stevinson Plan proved a failure. f 


wLor his far-sighted »ppostion to British price | 
fiximg. The United States had kmex also been offended by statements 4 
of British officigis boasting that the profits from high-priced rubber ce 


war debts. “oovér and the adninistration aid not want \ 


oe Renters SR ee 


settlement at fhe expenseof Anefican dam coxperatious. ‘When Winston 
Churchiii, Ss foretary | of State for the ‘Colonies, 8 Parliament, "One of & 
the yrineigle means of paying our debt to the United States is in the 


much as prodded the United States into 


re © 


; provisioning of rubber, he 
Ye d: } jue - 4 hy 
} ia oF gréat victory was questioned by those who 
‘considered Hoover's anti-British campaing motivated-by-political-anbition, 
and largely tilting-at-a-nininil,.thd-ont ties poinkerttisrils séa “tie” 
| Secretary's effo efforts-as "what they call a political stunt. 4e is grooming 
& eel for the Presidential fignt in 1928. He is oe ane British 
| Mion! s tail and there is no nore to it than that." It-was claimed that 
Bomenesiiionee Hoover's noisy definace, of-the-Steveison” Pien had oe 
Dey rrerer ied rubber prices be shhoixheenn came ee the fall in price had rather 
been Kaxmaixny brought about by econonfe causes beyond his control. xfter 
For the British determination to limit exports had stizulated production 
, of raw rubber in the Dutch East Indies (wnich had refused to cooperate | 
_ with the Stevenson Plan); rubber, tonna ges in Java and elsewhere increased 


from 72,000 in 1922 to 229,000 tons in 1927, and native ‘yields had gone 


oa we 


: up 250 percent. Smuggling from Mazaya also broke the controls. “he 


Stevenson Plan failed because it} was unsound. Bimple economic dormed it, 
| not speeches dy “oover. 
| Yet Hoover took the credit mérktacromirgnen inthe | 
monatiiemateyes of most of his countrymen. Hd was the hero even thovgh his 
‘ actions had been mostly devoted to rhetorical flouvrishes ‘of almost no 
@ practical impact. What was instructive was the flexibility of his 
| Datlosophy: he could support high tariffs at home, but he was outraged xm: 


Bee rs r + hee see sewer noe tee) Sy rae a ree en ee ee ee ieee > ae 
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seal andtitér , Apes ‘adopted similar Stiinta’ actics in the race for world 
‘trade. H pacers urge anortoan farmers in 1919 tq decrease their spring mk 


wheat evince by 12 sanaant: dut-he considered British attempts to limit 
rubber frowers an we He @Ould arrange for a reduction of 

Cuban can sugar in ortek: Bia ‘to the American consumer, but he 
condeianed the, Stevenson Plan as or RZeo The policies he favored were 
good. if he ont fons the same policies: practiced by rival nations. 


a if ee hunt’ cut into the Hrerits,o of Anerican ‘cérpordtions. 
nai ‘his ego omios were ‘atnicrybrttaeshen atbiiatory, jon whith 


oo, . 8 eee 
id Jeot to hasty. Fovision ‘when thy 


aS 


Anistration at Wiadaingtog reree 


pinched the wrong foot. 


‘ 


hoe < comiented: wme A 
AY pointing 2 %o the fact ‘that 4 ‘has mrxmaged arranged a oredit ots 
ag billion for cotton planters, to" ‘enable then to hold the crop , off the 
jmarket and so raise the ha ale price. As the United States producers more , 
than half the eouton of the whole world, this would look like the very 
‘thing which Secretary Hoover 80 seconels condemned, naricly, Gedexanent 
gotivity to increas® the cost to Fores enens of an essential raw 2onkyx 


material." ae 
a a 


ae ‘ ss Moreover, Hoover was accused ky of manipulating 
his appar campaign, to. fit the tire manufacturers. In Congress, 
Representative Schaliénberger attacked Hoéy er. sor nisrepresentation, for 
| quoting speculators! prines. on rubber While cece the facts that 
tire manufacturers aid not buy at ‘these Ab ebies "The syparntanbas 
speculators? | Neies for rubber may have declined from $1.00 £0 84 cents, 


as stated oy you," the congressman said to. Hoover, "but the actual price 


pmobile tires has not declinec uk tothe American consumere” 

- LY 

Mapsentative Lozier added: "Secretary Hoover has been in a state of 
constant ‘eruption since he learned that the British as -well as the ASHMICRRE I 


Americans could organize and operate monppdlies ani squeeze the pudlic. So. 


far as known he has PEERS thrown any spasnus or shed any tears over ‘ 


operationsag of ‘piegerel Américan monpolies, which are incubated, sheltered 
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# . “4 * a8 urs 
fand enriched by.prt special piheiiéas Legisigtion, and ‘which nate exploited 


‘the Aperican people and extorted from shen a’ “tribute far exceeding ¢ the 


enomous toll levied by the british ‘rubber monppoly.” ‘| : 


at 

wt’ 
+ 
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Criticism could not din Hoover" s, patriotic ‘services. 
cortsimty he. had finally dispfroved the snide ineundoes that, decanse’ ~ 


a 


he had. spent some years in.England, he was an Englishman at heart. He : 
was eléarly an American inporieliat,, though he disguised the imperialis ¢ 
[M#piications of the struggle over rubber vy stressing security, exmmmxics 


| economic righteousness, Anerican unselfishness as contrasted to British 


billainy. earns iy, wt yu . 7 be ty by i ai 
“tier policies, pursued by the Secretary wor an 
ctnays!publiciiegy- dentatm dations soomerest readily de endowed with |! 
nith-sound ing vient). ‘ oer tIB-Sesretany-took_paine-to-eyaseaI Rex ; 


i eemeatl t td 
manta, As an instance, he eda his intervention toapenvent— : 
international disarnament when the project seemed likely to cut into the 
jprofits of private munition manufacturers. Of course, he had always 


| pmuatestedxhia protested his desire to advance the cause of world poaco, 
jena he wasuparhtomtantyxemthn gave partifuler stross to the reduction 


jot armanents. Rae ae 
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' .yelationships an business nothods."9 The Department of : e 
i ag ad ON, 
';Sommerce, vould holp.' Tho Secretary's rost argent desiro was to 
rT, 
f 
4 7 s 4 
8 With the reorganization,of his departnont woll in 
|, hand, Hoover published’ ‘short book outling his jphilosopliy. 
‘ . a y : 
No. matter how. personal, the opinions, hoe inpliéd kix that his 
outlook could: profitably. be studiod. by his countrymen as an. 
ethical and moral. guides Had Hoover's Anerican Inatvidualisn 


' 


' serve, Anerican producers., 
' ‘ ! .) : 


been: offered, merely, as:a contribution to: culture, it would ey 
eee a a : 
ey hardly: merit, extended coments Hoover’ ees had:no inproveds 


., nfs, exposition was dreary, 9 fussy coplection of banalities so 


Le ies Se” Sid nants ee led to collect his 
“the 


x ‘ : 
-apreoen te £6 ification, piazdeh Gals mane The oxtended j” 
{ P 
@asay: proviged un ortum.te evidence of yoover!s superficial: 


Soy understanding of/ storys. The book was studded with virtuous 
1? Ve Bee a ) : a 


sontimente, :like Yaisin in an uncooked puddings Beg 
Gis Gane an gh: ewes But: Hoover Welieved in his ecloctic hodge-podge 
|, of platitudes. In Anertcan Indidivualism he wordily spebled 
_ out the direction and-intent of his public actions. While the 
Wook Atsoit va ‘a8 pedestrian that fow possessed the necessary 
pe at ‘throign, no statenont during the Golden . = *~ 
Pecado ‘plore* arefully,.sot forth tho scauicth causcument the: 


"nest. de"), At ‘long last, the prophets of undying prosperity, 


among’ whén ‘Ho. er took an exalted place, finally sloughed’ off 


bya Aber ityaadtions ;faintdy renenbered yx fron tho daye of 
Ne matte 4 .A/ youth. ‘they-exoreised tho remnants of Jefferson's 
ihumaniem, the eighteenth century. remantiocism that non are znats 5 
‘ereated. equals, in‘the, new "age .of reason" following the first 


. ‘world war, ‘the accepted measure of values was ‘tho sinple, 
‘pragmatic tast "Does st workt" ‘There. was no patience. with, 


igh ¢ A Sc 
‘ ote 


subtlovios, wien a convyonicnt rulo of Wich sored bostore 
+ho proof of virtuo was offootivenoss -- tho goal was 
| prospority, groitor al gecator prosperity, recomicd in proritoe 
Success cowld bo uscuratoly aypraised by tho aizo of an ; 
{ndividual's bane account; social usefulness could bo Gaused by { 
tho individual's standing in tho world of finareo and indust?ye = 
Seience becano tho sor ant of raticnalized preductions culturo 
was the handmaiden of corricree, tho boostor of calos, tho 
popularisar of tho gidgot, tho intorprotor of tho .coricin ora 
which by bestowing tho largoaso of inaido pluxbing, radios, 
auto.obiles, refraicoritors, and vaouz olcunors, vould ccon Pre 
make tho vorld in its om imgoe 

As Hoovox oxplaincd, tho var loft bohimd a eh203 
of idoas <= "Grout ticories spin by drocmmors to rencdy tho 
pressing human ills have ca:0 to tho innt of mon's rainis 9920 
A nighty strugule raged anong fivo or six soclal philosophios | 

; 


for possession of tho world -- a atrugio for ascecrdoncy 2 ong 


—— 
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ee 
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elite, and soer10d to keep the rest of tis poupie in a docile 
f ano of mind. His reality never conformed 56 the paradise he 
ms photured. Tho majority of poople,gashxatz for all tho 


reassurances of Anorican Individualism, did not partio'pato in 


=e we 


_ the *"alleenbracing” prosperitye On porcent of the population 
owned half of all incone-yLelding wealth, half of tho nation's 
total woalth, four-fifths of tho nation, $ liquid wealth. Eighty- 
seven porcent of tho peoplo, said tho Fedoral Trado Co: mission, 


wealth : 
divided ten prcont of tho nation!s mxktk botwoen thens ot 


Approximately 2 of ono percent of all corporations collected 
soventy percont of the agcrogate net corparate incomes The 
, Standard \ 
ee md of living of twonty-cight million faniles ttdxrmk 
mlinmthen it vas pointed cut by tho Bureau of Labor Staistics, | 
G1 not smb oqual “a piniram standard of health and arenes i141: 


f docenoye” In the niddle of the reuuiene Twonties, only one of 


i 


every six Anericans roported an annual “Anoone avove v0 aft ° 
single, $2000 4f rarrtea.47 a rk se 
Hoover! s theory, Which sugar-oonted tho brated form. 


of dog eat dog, aia not orange the Aisproportions of the Goaden 
Decades :But ho had confidence that with tine, the tacts would... { 
rearrange thenselves, At the pet on hag the widson and pationce f 
‘not to tenper with JsoFiean tnttridualien, Ho nan in tho Trent ye: 
0re congistently abided by the axions of. ee Indtviduat fn 
than tng author's. gaint. patron-saint with Helion and Coolfagorof } 
tho: eternal prosporsty., | ma 
a ! o tho’ ‘Gisconfort of the Harding aduinistration, 
the eaeaktmaarl o1a Quand failed to exploit the 1920 election | 
victory to the fons! Sst Senators anne. had longingly anticipat ' 


the millenium of Nison!: ! departure. fre the Whito ~ouse, found | 
) nd at tines overruled, by an | 
their reign sang: eaoat ae and at led, | 


” 
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ef American prosperity, lest the nation no longer be dazzled 


“py the - ergeous rainent of the Gelden Decade and instead “i a 


penssiwe the nakedness ef. imperialist exploitation. 
| qhe/Fresiaent was toe literal mimied to bedeck the 


age in the trappings ef idealisme Coolidge rejeiced in the 
i 


; % 
prot tteerine ef monoROry: pmnat higher fanction could government 


aspire we than serving the wealthy! As a professional politician 


he ‘discharged ‘his devt te those whe had placed hin din office w- 


voyont that, he, i sastloa BL evgligation. Like the Presiaens/ 


4. 


Andrew Mellon ben -ete~fobe~Rrey sintenat 
eich manaume-whd\ condescemted Ce-plxy-at- Government ase: 
epenena only ene thought <-- to aid the 
substantial stockholders of the United States Incorporated (ef 
which he too was a considerable investor). The other Copinet 


‘monbdees were political hacks; except Frank Kellogg, who had 


the unserious outlook of & career aac 
Keever's be snedght-waxx-went deepere During his 
Londen years, he had ‘learmed the danger of semnyrankuskrexex: 
placing tee great stress on the realities of a prefit-making 
system. The wusiness ef America might be business, as Coolidge 
bluntly remarked; 4t was preferavle, however, to mapuxaiter 
euphasise the contributions to civilisation rendere-by ry 


American mambhmexax enterprise. By Ate mastery ef applied 
‘sofence, the United States had freed itself from the futilities 


of backward, pnmechanised Europe. The virile New Worla with its 
comfort, ease, ceen hones pux prosperity became the citidal 


ef modern culture. 
Noover preached the gospel ef this sigaeier 


civilisation, Yet he reeseecd that mm the peoplets faith in 
the glerics of the private enterprise syotew mist. be constantly 
renewed. There were always detractors and maloontents tho 


4] 
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| 
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attitude was an wet liyely to convince Americans that collectien 


new postofficeny’ ani te reduce the public.@Mbt (thus lowering 


 an-STOPFORE- 6124 -whe-eountekse basked in the sun of sme 
boom, exeept~themvekves. 
The reality of the Twenties was the enormous 
profits ef the very few. The illusien was that the average 
man with average intelligence in some way shared the riches. 
Moover did moh to provide the rationale. Calvin 
Coolidge was at best a rural clom in high effice, never the 
nation s leader. The Beston Coolidges felt impelled te announce 
that sum whereas the Prosident bere their illustrious name, 
he ceuld beast no further Fie vy blood, background, or upbringing 
with his aristooratic betters. The previnelal in the White 
House was useful,sm but crude. For example, he dismissed the 
problem of war deb ith the wuffocnery: "Mey hired the 
money, didn’ & a~then paysct, 029 The shopkeeper's 
of the, we. joes was the comerstone of world peace. Low mich | 
better gover! s adept reasoning-- the Secretary spoke of~tdeadion, 
ef the need to take the money out of the hands of backward 
Europe where it would be used to buy armaments. Tae United 
States would spend the meney on school, hospitals, motor roads, 


t 
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ef the export ef capital, ef immense profits, ef speculation 
cynician; 
‘and means. in the era ef American imperialist determination 
be aenkgoe a preeminent positien in the markets of every 
continent at the expense of all rivals, particularly at the 
expense of Great Britain -~- in this era of the Coolidge Boon, 
Hoover draped the United States an the cloak ef morality. 
Ke helped convince tka his countrymen that .profiteswere~the 
fruits Ul Sernee}- hexheayod—pesawade-bher, 7 txt selfishness 
and arregance, the resort to force, the politics of greed, 
the-shems—of—-psoude-culéuss, the violations eof dencoracy 
expressed a purity of Purpose, an unshakeable devotion to 
righteousnesse | 


t 


* 
Hoover's authoritative analyses ef-Amexivan 

-proseriag perexetepaxenter | proved that the nation's standard 
of living was rising and would continue to rise. In July 1925, 
he tufamizh cnnownecds~Athoveowes practically no unemployment 
‘Aina distressing sense, ‘the midsummer decrease in activity 
showing itself te a considerable extent in part-time work. 
Manufacturing output, he stated, had increased by sixty pordent 


u5O 


ever 19143 wages were higher by twenty-five percent. In November, 
1925, he called attantien to “éne ef the most astonishing 
transformaticns in econemic histery,""= 


while wholesale prices fell. In March 1926, he declared "There 


-- wages were rising 


4s ne unempleyment except that eofasftonally Que to seasonal 
effectse"®* In Jamary 1927, he preaich\ baat!the now year 
prombved “a jor in prospect for most everybody, with the whele 
natien better fed, better housed, ka and better clothed than 


‘any ether natiene"=> | 


Here woscckeexprané rating were the preofs ef 


prosperity. Dut Xam lamentably, the proofs did not withstand 
oy a“ 


are een ie —— ss wee eee ne ne em 


nas as 


farms suffered wmempleynent and very low wages. All the 
poor aid. not becene pecrer, but'en'a minority have improved 


| 
| 


‘their status, while the very rich have becone far richer than 
ever veforest®2: Tn ‘1928, neetee everloeked the fact that 
twe-thirds of the population dia. not receive $770 per capita 
annually, and ‘that 4,000,000: at23 lackea jova 39 

‘His figures concealed the truthe Even so, 20 
statistios ceuld accurately mirrer the realities of American = 
life during the great, prosperity. The Department ef’ 
Agriculture admitted that "Income for agriculture Bas not in 
any year since the xziz price decline of 1920 sufficed to allew 


‘woth a commercial return on capital and adequate rewards for 


ee a een eres 


‘the ‘farmerst aber, risk, and mana gemont."* wile Hoover: 
ranted gainst’ the proposed MoNarye"augen legislation which 
punpoandx would provide subsidies for agricultural exports, 

_ | lend. values shrank below the depressed valuabions of 1924 
(already $18. billien lower than land values in 1920). Susmxhmht 


Small ‘lendhelders were unable to moot mortgage payments. “a 
, the day. Zoover announced that agricultural conditions had 
improved, Senator Brookhart of Iewa answered that “America’s. 

mach-vaunted prosperity, means- sheriff sales ‘for the farnerse 

Yet Hoover peddled his proofs that prosp rity 


41 


"was all-enbrecing.-- te the gratification of Coolidge end 


ONE A le 


particularly of the men of talent.and wealth whom the 
administration obpyed. Rexunaxha nied cRePiHe Re TWN 0 DPE BUI! 


‘SUPP VMS Prosperity. filled the roads with autonobiles and 
the newspapers with hyperbolese Money was plentiful, and xbs, 


i ‘ | 
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XIV. 
Nomination and Election: February 1928 - Harch 1929. 


_ After interviowing Secretary Hoover in 1928, 
Sherwood Anderson, the novelist, cormented: "No one will ever sing 

_ Songs about Mr. HoovereeeeThere will be no paintings made of hin 
walking at evening in a garden while a lw ely lady sings to make the 
flowers bloom. But it is not an age of painting, not an age of song.” 

' It was an ago of great corporations proud of their 
mastery of science. The cynics who scoffed at tl arts of money-making 
harped only on the huge rewards to the capitalists, and disregarded 
the skill and vreativeness of big business. In the race bor profits, 
the producers courted the consumers; competition, it was said, 


fostered new sastes and new styles. The laws of supply and demand 


1 @ . forced manufacturers to improve their products -- as a result, 
civilization advanced. The research that went into new models of 
automobiles, radios, refrigerators, or washing machines increased 
man's mastery of pmxht practical science and made useful the theorics 
| of the laboratories. 
Herbert Hoover might not sing songs or xk inspire 
| others to compose lyrics, but he symbolized the tines. Me was the 
biisiness man with the clear visiong of the engineer, the engineer j 
disciplined by hhs anzrgeineextemkhermmrkd experience in the world of . 
commerce. A contemporary remarked: "It would be difficult to imagine a 
: less political and popularly ingratiating personality than that of this 
round, sedentary, factually-minded man who seems incapable of pretending 
to be anything that he does not know himself to boee. ete has not 
captured for himself a place in the imagination of the American people.” 
This judgment was too sweeping. Dramatic, Hoover was not, or romantic. 
@. , But the age had its own heroes -- to be sure, less erudite than a 
Jefferson or Wilson, no longer the rough diamond mmk of the frontier like 


nek knee mee rere, 
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Jackson or Lincoln, nor the nwoksmhy noisily exuderant Teddy Roosevelt, 
doorman 

with his hearty gingoisn. inxtivexRemetiepxtiexkom git xokmanm8 
pauxhinxinag iat henxoxmtoyeiny-xaxnmmorwtbs In tho hey-day of 

was not required to 
individualisn, the hero thimmmk arouse the public's imagination or 
loyalty} nexamam mfixaxyuinitikheninés vhincltatkexntcktenspt nt ies 
Hoover's - 
parsenabibynxtionzex little-known and unassuming personality was far less 
important than the aura of level-headed efficiency surrounding hin. The 
nation had frown too large and its problems had become too complex for 
leaders without business acwnenand a sound knowledge of the economics of 


mass production and worl trade. In other words, xhxefitobexaynexpexrh 


the nation needs an efficiency expert, not a rabble rouseére 


6@ _— a 4 Ss ge ES & a 
renunciation: of 1a third term even though the President scened 
to hint atcbhermang-tine that he could’ de- persuaded to change. -his | 
hind af thefconvention| aet drafted: hin: as the Party" s cangdante. 
The ridang,of Coolidge's intentions Demtiee beet idores he Pacleh | 

cand sited a ated, many hopelfuls whoasors? afraid to. chaliehge the, ear 

"Presrdent “thie dam 0 Once..the=doubts® about iPr Cser facets 1g 
,  statusensve: Severed, 7 thévesects plonty-ofscandidites; ‘Aaryztoo, 
eager. eecseetaces ‘nis: “shoes p7wbik In Congress, “i the \ ". di 


Democrats, and the. Republican progressives nzstite to the D 


administration. ami the 014 Guard, tried to eliminate Collages... 
' 


7 


on men ‘once and for all by passing a resolution di'sapproving’ a& | 
| third terme Even so, pcertaim aspirants like Secretary Mellon 
wero reluctant to press their om Pi alae so long as sheep 
nigh mort thore.wassa posesbanity, of @ headlong contest 

| @ developing with ‘the President. The electorate seened rore 

: interosted in speculating what Coolidge memt by "I do not choose 
= to run" than in supporting the tentative bids of other 


, 
i candidates. 


In many states, "fuvorite sons" entered the zxmiman 
nN ; primaries with the hope that the Kepublican convantion would 
\ deadlock or that at the last minute Coolidge really would refuse 
\ the nomination. Perhaps then the Party pose cas to one of thezie 
' ees of these hm dark-horse contestants enjoyed national 
ye ’ 4 ee 

y popularity. They-were.adle,.to chery-their own state primaries 

pane little else. 
rN | es “abrpent Hoover set out vigorously to win peta 
AR, a.national one alias interpretifig the President! s- 


aA 
statenent to»mean a definite withdrawal ‘far the 1928 contest, 


i aN qi? | 
‘ABR Vabinet- member, woover sought to give the impression that 
@ ; ae knoe Goo2ddge® s mind.and enjoyed the President's full 


| confidoner, analy he. filed = saan state ‘primaries; he gathered | 
: : f ER 


around him a board of trained politicos who ‘new how to win 
votes. Hoover hinself remained "unaware”™ of his owm campaign ag 
long as possible; i then assumed the usual "above- the-battie" 
pose, letting his advisers -- Yecretary of Interior Hubert 
Work, the wealthy Janes W. Good of lowas, Walter Brow of Ohio, 
Claddius Homxon of H. Houston of Tennessee, and former Govefnor 
Yoodrich of indianay- kminka handle the Aetasis When necessary, 
Hoover apnenree at the rignt piates and delivered ponderous 
speeches peas eoneinces his duatonces of his learning and 


P / «- year before had 
“authoritylgf flood relief activites of.-the yaxnyrxhafiares 


, revived ndnts of Belgian Xelier, ae his services as war 
and. post-war foodsadninistrator. Throughout the Uarding and 


' bearer years he had seen 'to Et that he received more than 


1 oof of a 


; thts” "share" of pudlicity in the press. Certainly his name was well- 
4 , ‘ ‘ ., 
I ie khown tgrpughout the nation. 


4 


7, “a . _ A “ag He ad Only. one formidable opponent in the primaries,, 
r _ gate of t € dhroat from Coolidge. Frank Lowden, defeated in 
i ‘1920 Fon thd nopthation sh “feimores strength anong Midwest 

3 . santas, ied he was not dsnuine in, the rae: Bast and | | 
! . Wataoridporeant 2 following "tn the Par Wests , Gonator Biran ne . | 


Jébngpa,f the aging iaweont turned Soha decided not to run} 


afixathxm? ‘Chief Justice Hashes, who had lost fe. Wilson in the 1916. 
wef pt 
campaign, preferred te ne +t a. the bench rather thant 
why Seay aE gee Ah “3h! 


miskfan uncertain capes any int (Illinois, Hoover lost the: primary 
to Lowden. ‘Rotushsenhenss xe He.wascinadle to. detest favorite 


Pens ie pee piacde 
sons in their home states, | ae was defeated dy Senator Norris 
Ay / in Indiana, 
in Hokeasieay Senator James Watson ‘énziieasttrgimin, and Senator 


‘Gug Goff in West Virginia. But in nany states he was unoppored; 

and wherever he was not Revie? av een a favorite son, he led the 
Sd ak we Se Si 

ticket. As the convention drew near, Chad Som delegates pledsed to 


hin were-<neygemBee than \ accmeiebewtebe any other contestant. 


whe ao > 
ans 4 : all, ‘ ft ie 
Coolidge did 7h make, oi OY s pre-convation 
Se) 
task any easier. Neither by word; shor eetion aid the President 


¥. 
show preference for his S$ cretary, 0: of Len Sone: generously 
ibs Ab tl¢ ary whdu | 
Anhernresed ; ais sour silence, as an indication that the President 


7 wanted thé best man to win and looked on Hoover as the lesser of 
‘several evils. gRAvateAys however, Coolidge expres-ed his 


aye ft dine V 
vi BY batten! resontzant. of Uosver -(undoudstedz z-veqagy the qarreneer 
“ee any convention, m/-xir pos 

oovor ig ;showing-at ‘the “erurehiory the pacterrcexioestian loss chance 
fg Begin :fi te i ee Ce ; 
/ that 12 draft Coolidge movement mosilaaeosd) The President 

ea? 
b/gan to jeer at tle—Secretury as the twonder doy,” and the 


"miracle man." He a ag i anaes Sicrotary £ Agriculturess 


: Yardine!s cautious sigspation, that ‘ni ‘President coer popitivoly 
ce oo Laer eee rer petitst 
Ww $a is OY 36 gods an administer on st e 

fa iptenet sas een qeoad! 


for he twhco-vetood NeNary-augen viii { If eles renoved athe. 


iy 4 i ges Se bby Ondgbiag Geer teak 
: , Lara questi as-a aoneRedstad Assue at the souestiow= beara 


* 
” 
< 


f 


tissonsedy, otvengtion dissecans tho doubtful delegates. The 
President mrnontont mould -nob-consider such action. He turned 

pe Jardine xmiumnoxountx venomously,'to-remark "That man Quoover 
has offered ne ungolicited advice for six years, all of it badl" 
a For his part, Hoover wisely pretended not to 
noitce the President's hostility and-ditgently spread the ixpmexa 
rade thet he enjoyed Cotlidge - ‘s-onthusiastic“approvare- : 
aaores praised the wigo Coglidg policies bai supposedly nae 
saab «tie avout boom, and intixated that xx Secretary of 
Comzerce had naturally initiated a great.many the' aamimtstmttoax | 


administration's most puccoesful measuros. Hoover carefullf$ 


f 


skirted controversial issues; he talked vague economics generously | 


ee ee ee ~with statistics. His 
erhe 
unsurpassed srt “eonvines audiences that he was extremely 


learned and extraordinarilly gifted 3 i ceuencaleds. ‘ 


Despite the Harding scandals, unemployment, and 


BASINS Aiscontent among the workers, all odds favored a 
Kepubatcan victory in November. Hoover must win in 1928 se if 
he’ were to realize his' nagural ambition ‘to move into the White 
House. A delay of four years until 4932 would not improve his 
chances and might well/ rain then forever. Because of Coolidge's 
sly refusal to xpeakeiix-xinds tel) his intentions, Hoover rast 
clinch the Republican nomination before the convention met in 
order to olininate aug last-minute PARENTS be 


a 
# 


sup -orters. 


. Bore political writers doubted whether Hoover aould 
, overcome his obvious mentisepe sufficiently to win the 
nominatione "It would be difficult to imagine a ess political and 
popularly ingratiating personality tin ‘that of this round, 
eoeennee ys factually-ninded mManeese” wrote an observer. "Hoe has 
@ not captured for hinself a place in the imagination of the 
aner}can,, peopye.f The Judgzent was miperfactad. ane Twenties had 


its een n ebage OG aa ‘erddite than Jefferson ox Wilson, more 
polishga tip # thet tom F ehanbions of democracy out-of=tie™ 
Protea 112 ie: Skekson or Lincoln, less blatant than the effusive 
Teaay: #3 rovolkinith his hearty Jingoism. But times had changed: 


: theceandtdates ‘Pardonaitty, RAX seened less important in 1928 


ae than ues comon-ense. A _trainea executive with business 
‘ngnowtsage- and’ aigastery. bt /econcmtce of rass production and 
moe bray ebigatnaoa the” Fatton! S respect if t£xdtdonatootnarbro 


a 
<. 


e 4 oe nignenist: ‘Sherwood Aderson after interviewing 


. i 
+! 


. * Hoover cormerited that no one would ever sing songs about the 

= 4 Secretary. vot=dtommx de was "not an age of songe"&x Hoover 
a i ew era xhenx dominated by great 

“gyno ed the eran tmpartabisirrics corporat ions 


t ‘ ‘Gonsting their mastery of science. He had the logical outlook 


" * of an engineer, the discipline of an experienced businessrane 


« 


t t 


were meet ee 
4 


~6~ 


Cynics might scoff at the arts of money-making, out they ignored 
in Imochkerxnof that was part and parcol 
the &kill and creativeness droempsh ed xcomfizeedexm inde ery 


o 
of modern industhialisn. Competition TARO LAKH ARR, implied more 


‘than a struggle for markets: competition fostered new taskos and 
new styles, and dusiness men were more than xx mere tradors, 
‘gore than financiers or predaction specialists: They were the 
great civilizers, the creators of a richer,broader civilization. 
Hoover was the protagonist of the industustrial 
philosophy. Be emphasized method, organization. Evenktx his 
experimentation was directed toward imm increasing the efficiency 
of the mamnomke economy as it was organized, never toward changing 
ond 
it. 2 “the business of Anerica was business, then he was the 
Wha MY Ofenl tT ities; dy aa 
voice of business. He-aprroached-politicsin=thisespirit, 
sudstitute maxtiviole 
determined to intext engineering metheds for the outworn 
teiieas 
hit-or-miss med of the past. His test of good government 


Py aN 
was quick and deronstrable -- if business prospered, government 


vthad obviously Rah fulfilled its main function. Politicians, matat 


2 


= taxd their cue from the executives of tHe~large corporations;=and> 
wad learn to eliminate uncertainty apa confusion in government if 


z 


us ustat 
prosperity wae to de maintained. : 
To Hoover, governrent was a werk of Ho believed ¥ 


“f Wh NAR EN te 


an orderly ee pacatenshna atin -He-preferre 
SLES choles 


[Ohba “ 


5 Kisii of experts ashes pa repels ner a complex# questions 


in ae gover-nent, tosther-miitex-usual rille-of ~oxpedteney. But ( 
AMAA Avet eleo Auwekart At 
pocedalegy, axa personal reservationsever to this presumably 


scientific approach: he ripen foolishly xia Bind himself to { 
folt-wW-the=advtcetor the experts, even when he appointed ‘them 

t 1 
himself. On-finai-dectstons,-he-reiief-onzhis.com~ajudgment. Often, 


as “ecretary of Cormorce, he had refused to publish aaa mde 


vy, ane Seeanee Peneonen of his pos Department, because the 


to nis own judgment? The engineer 
3 a 


asl “ ut a te Jace te aie ib 


refused=to become a slave to facts: he was-partiai-to his 
at, dy tard thwaud 

own conclusions, often formed 1 vaneoo-ot -knoming the full 

Lipits 5 
evidence. If ths experts disagreed, ke so mich the woreés: Hoovor 
condemned then, and—ingorad=their-recormendstions. He iminimxanrs 
aaceacm isa I supuagtecd the psychological danger of publicizing 
unpléasant eee (ideas thetcrere contrary to his own). At tines, 
he relied on hunches; haxtenzmentmixaknam than wrtie ho decried 


the aberrations of others y, he was inolinet-to-be lenient toward 


his own prejudices. pikes 
beer tdt al. Ahan Ff 
. ARALKKX put host of a Hoover was ssonbitivo..to. 
Crrliererit y breeder t Agdes Ras cf) - 


, disagveement, and-srers visor uae gxmistrixeemin consider that those 
A fal 
whkhxntxomanhiix who Gancato conclusion at variance with his 
wh fo ws be 
own were plotting against ess intnimcieg participants of some 
intrigue to destroy hing motivated b7 reasons. that had-nothing..to 
ao with tho-Smmbr-—issuc’but-xmmex expressed personal-xaxtirihy 
sanimus-againet-minsez£. "Few men in public life have: ever 
received more generous treatment from the press than Herbert 
< pene 
Hoovers ooo arr editorial-cormiented” daxing inviediately vefore tie 
primcryctampaien. "Yet few statesmen have xm ever been so thin- 
skinned. Woodrew Wilson used to,wish he cauld hang his “enatorial 
critics, but ke even he had the hide of a rhinoceros compared to 
Mr. Hoover. Write an tnenplinentary piece in the newspapers or 
magazines about Uy, Hoover and you are likely to be visited by 
one of his bring young henchmen who will want to know just why you 
aid ite” 
Ny 
. This over-sensitivity to envy criticism was a serious 
weakness, in-a~Présidential-—candicate,-a-cangercus wekimess-in— 
ta eleeticst, A aret Raa! deh th oti di thy a 
a~Fresidents: But anxk Hoover was=not too well 2 Amorarebyntbe, - 
yd Attrgdas prac hares 2 C00" I 
electorate: h reputation, yathonathen-axparson~inatho- 


populammind, and-he: gaxentheningrwas-troupiit tobe. generous, 


learned} seers immensely Bae » ene above all, compassionates 


cee ne 


~~ 


=-S- on 
a ares tg 
Itwas_generaliy berteved@ tint ke neswewe elected President, hae- 
meting Ut 


joel OF A citude toward bee problens houmet-fec = 
A problens ® would be mich=the-saxe 


? e 


as a careful doctors toward a patjent, or a laboratory yarhniztzn 
= On, Les pwnd 
technicians toward ammmopiex-a_problen_in-noeseaTth. NpomarxIt, 


| . 
ymax -Hooversomid_phove-—ali-be- analytical in hte approach, itawaes 
1 tt rats: gleaf pores tly ve etequehiv's.. 


garcenakh showaety.amxhmax trained to deal, with-the-eonpiextties— 
4 wt vat amntad 


states : Ctontiftondispasston. That he fatted@tr 
dio eau and pre-convention race for nomination to.reveai=Hinself=as- 
pore-than-a-pentificalspeaker.who cast little. 1igit-onjcurrent 
problens-and-whowon ail major ‘questioneverdosety=agre ei with , 
, Poniadec-si-Orner Rape eames was put-douwnr-to the 


exigencies of me campaign. A oandidate-aid- net improve his 


chanoes-for-rivtery-vy~saying the-v expodsted. Hoover acted oe. 
ry Zé 4 

ay ae serious contenders or Party rece: ont SUD a i : ; 

LAGd Kida, vob ° dramadf unt, alt Ad ye M phrer\ UA | 

wrt my 2 ha ints deputation ont etwas ealiivanante 


as-Secrotury-oY Comierce;-his-record.uas-far-more~inprossive 
trancthatworiienYivais. Those who considered prosperity the 


| rosmet of Coolidge''s. mhtamm wisdon werecineiéned=ta juage Hoover 


(fortwo yg - f 
as thedpeet qualified men to ragjese the great President} those 


who dismissed Coolidge as meeekhy an ante fev more able men 
+ aed 
behind the scenes, credited. Hoover with ‘bee experience and 
6A Wubky 6 aah Stfuedalt bh 
mowmledge, mange? fd imselfe 


2 
t 
errr 


=u 

The deigates Lim began gathering at Kansas City 
the perone i ne June. Hoover decided to remain in Washington 
intent -on ‘his :work as Secretary .ami presumably unconcerned with 
the xmmaihx outcome of hhe convention. The majority of instructed 
delegates were pledged to him: leaving ui aside the Somiitdxvex 
danger of Sombiigex some unexpected move by the Coolidge forces, 
only three candidates Pret Se toe SNS represented. any ‘threat 
to-his-candidecy -- Ex-Governor othimammxm Lowden, Vice-President 
Dawes, and Senator Charles Cartis of Kansas. There-weare humors 4 
that a huge farn caravan, would eo on the convention hall 
to oppose Hoover as tne inharatoncoe “the administration's anki 
Hoses ey to-she furn relief as formulateg-in the MeNary-Haugen 
Bill, and-to~insist thatthe ‘“epublicans nominate momex a friend 
of the farmers Xeorienxnexpentadmuka Thore was a possibility that 


the convention would be stampeded for Lowden,in this event. 
| 


So-farras the favotite sons.went,- they could only 


hope for a deadlock amtxtm between Hoover and Lowden, shactatimsz 


subsequent 
plus the/failure of ae and Cunkis to show xufdroimatxatnengtin 


ht 
impressive strengthk ‘chen 1920 might be repeated +t~ and the party 
‘ std 
bosses irri select one often to lead the ticket. The main 
Ce ul af? yf 0a 4 1 
danger, was Hum that Hoover would carry the convention majority: 


Smemothexiinsk on the first ballot. Trmxteganxofmmnmbxthexokhen 
saad hex Tho "Beat Hoover"*alliance waited impatiently for the 


alt ‘ ND ube Vy bf ok qi es : 
farners! invasion, (raised—the-clogan "We Want .& ‘Real American" 


alouyi4 
(a reference to Hoover's mppemed long years out. of the: country and 


ati a mama to the wild rumor that he 
had once voted in an ‘Snglish election). But Tre alliance ofethe; 


re ee 


anti-Hoover. groups was unorganized, without progran,, mishandled, 


Viddge Sl kee ‘| ldo Ria 


Yana unenthusiast4c. When the ponents toumenctromm tm no chevron XEN 


embattled . fut rae ils thier tye 
shrank = omarch-of the/farmers” Kansas City, turned-out ‘to ‘be 
no more than a hundred dis gruntaad individuals bok aa "Equality: 


ee see 


f 


@ 


‘ : ‘ ' i . 
. es i cracks stotatim al - ere a ees A 


thy MM fret we a en me pl 


Aids uh weed fe aoe Pe date ae sad Juss het a teep FMR, 


for the Farmers”/com mich-of:the.xn. Otivying force behind the- 


Mantas Padi 


i 
i 


| 


A 


tentative alliance was di coipatedsLtrere-mys—ronarkebly little 


4 


onthusiasm-even arong oe Toever deregatesfor.."the Sreategt 
coJesuachrist a" but gnthubiass ALa not win 


2 ore ® 
ar! z SHEEP , 


| 


hunanitaria 
conventions, and ‘the opposition had ee ‘to “offer ‘the Hoover 
zhA ‘cohorts except abuse. of their scanasaectmiienit without any 
show-of-strength for an alternative candidate,/ Frank Lowden 
refused to cormit himself on any issue oxcept to reamexk reiterate 
endlessly that he was the farmers! "Friend." Surtis pledged himself 
‘to fight Hoover to the death. Dawes thundered emptily and 

without any effectemmubmx Tho ony hope ofthe dlcover: op osition 


_ was Coolidge. sp 


ae t abs : a4! ‘ Hag Fo wey” 
~~. 
re. ane er spntad_thtoushont the wadting-deregates 
d Crseattehigt, @ es yest Eo - 

sich 


REX “andrew Mellon, at-the head “of the. Pennsylvania 


delegation, would make an important statenent on his arrival in 


Kansas City. The “expettabton was that elton would bring a message 


ae 


directly fron the White poles Wich wold -encoumge-n tex avast 


iat 4 Lu he Lif re 4 \ 
Coolidge” kmamx ee: or dacuizie that, “Felton vould mexwermm 


anxahiying rally all the anti-Hoover Saas around hinself either 
Cr? 22 oe 
ag a candidate or ax long enough to stop Hoover and.to..bring 
foxurmerd xunpthex a compromise candidate. "As Mellon went, so 
n ‘ ; 
went the Convention, ae C teens 44 
alle The pale, gaunt, slignt Mezton refused al Sa 
We. a necetin, fut 
hint a. say aaveneacns yiraene onriexving Philadelphia. Arrrtn g 
thd fre VHA Ga aartf ‘44 ois TAL 
edi Kansas City, the. "Ngreatest- secretary" again renatmedx refused 


ar Ray 


Sa. comment, except to infor_that-nhe-would ‘have an important 


statenent, socn-forathe--impationt-wepo rterse- , crohns ame 
Pt 5 UApat 
Meanwhile, tw pees Vermont (Coolidge's native state) and 


MARES OEOLNe ue (oolieee s adopted state where he had served as 
PAA oil then oot oa es avid 
Governor) ibsonidba br théin-supportrof HOONEE Ratner elion Tare 


i a 


' 


a } 


er ee oe Ler 


rh AR TU RPT RO RIN RE IRE Ne RIE RII TRIE TT A TRE SORE A et Tate moe 


SR, Reb BIN Di EAN NN NT NO TS RNB OOO ay 
wll. * a ; 
leosi—bossus Yerused bo -mhale-otand-td2y» b While others 5 clinbad in | 
aap er Na ares deserted Senator Borah, tanfevos of Hoorses— 
“he Bade obanee the disorganized and+-da Sdn aoe rwrea Sa be keewe i 
“fot, dtl 4 fh hbanw: 
Aie-howde-hep-oOULa=SEi aunteen was a Presidential statement mn 


Se, 
direct fromthe White House, or more Laleery, -fren Melionf hotel- 
ROaSEaET oes 


weolonee 


wee ee * 
- a any 


fot hla o 
The convention waited. + flelion nade na-statenent 


Dramatically, William Vare, Soxmemdiahinx inaxaxnfmywext acm Pennagtk rf 


Gauls: : Mor? ws duct AA tng rian a f 
powerful Pennsylvania boss and—considersd-ashenchman-of—the—elion A 
Compr? tes oY hile wiyrtrdids y herbs» rr 
Ta Ddekdaer, ceided-in-reporters ond predictat that the seventy-nine uy 
at wy ue 
Pennsylvania votes would ha .ge to Hoover. The Mellon myth exploded. | 
ow 4 Tame Bs gpa Peay tenets! 
In. \ The Secretary, feebly hes belated statenent -- whichrsaid nothing . 


sated Sere 
since Vare had alroady ecoL ones voters --cand 


became the-conventson s7mankx-antt> inex bie i rate President | : 


M sh paws 
maker, turned-out—te~we a dewildered old man withet force or Z. 
Nath ‘ , 


decision or Ree oes ‘ : " 
Ona figces Conan preset, | 
, When-Goolidge-Learnea of Vare's coup, ke-preciptteusly - 
: Lemt his-Wnbte-setmmrHouse-oteice-and collapseds acrosszhisxbea. 


ONUTEY oume 4 
The next day, as the convention was called to order, te was on his 


popes ton would ot-now-arsr tthe Freziaent for a \nird tony 
el mm kx outmaneuvered himself, and_lomwan-nothine-cou—etep— if 
~2ooverts“Honthetf ore Sick and sae tho~ Pres taevitrambedakiarhands ‘ 
min canes Sheath wh ob extn xiomy turned his back on the 


} 
ney ie A Summer White House in Wisconsin. Zimmtrafitm Somhtagex 
a 
t 


, {uA forgot hin “tr the nex "wonder boy,’ to 
convention which Se “U 
RAH 4-9 4 "4 


‘ee Wt dtu, In Kansas “ the consenéieon-whtcir menmigahn 


Waszeaiied penta greatest exhibition of au 
AA VOVE Te (7 oN fied Leys 
cowardice, hypocrisy, and stupidty,” Yo RU Xa “neyer=” 


agatx pn joyed-Wnothon nama ES Benton arena mae, Like the nominee, 


the Ky a 4 


: Pete, 


. Eee hae \cianaes i? 2 : * : —- 
. Fak a eo 
wre } 


uw 
the Kansas City gathering, cult, businesszlike,, devgoid of color. 
Even the pro-Hoover delegates showed remarkably little imk 


enthusiasm for "the greatest humanitarian since Jesus Chréste” 
oration by xohkhy dx tx "Anti-Saloon 
: The key-note mid nscr B Senator Simeon Fess/xax-atomigmx mon gy 
{Nation League hired.man;' was a windy 
iwune 27 px harangue imxiafansexaf which attirbuted all good things to 


Mencken 
the whhen genius of Smt yerO XL ELTON ANE EMA ARE, Coolidge 
and thw Republican Party. The roweéne ef writing « platform weht 
AE \ fatiy' & 
smoothy: Oe ar: pointed*to the xamomixmft Hepudlican 
record as "a guarantee of what may be expectedes. Our words Imve 
a; been made deeds. “e offer no promises, dut acconplishnents +" 
: ‘As-2z=threat-toa 
ionmbmBeouchbon en ohemendinde nse son gm hex Moa a exw ek EE these 


who_would t} oughtlesgly-ondangerthe magnificent” prosperity, “the 


} 
a Republicans demhammixtkeic warned: "It is well to renember that the 
confidence and prosperity which we enjoy can de shattered, if n& 
Se : destroyedeseseA continuation of this great pudlic peace of mind 
now existing, which nakes for our material well-being, is only 
‘possible vy holding fast to the plans and principles which ‘have xx 
marked “epublican controle” 
fo the farmers, the Party offered synpathy and a& 
ater OF 0 
promise-to’ do~something.- =.Nema a vague hént at-reorganizution, 
of the marketing systen and faxthexrti increasing sxmmcoh ith 
- patil Th ee 
‘protective tariffs. To labor, re-BOREt geainzicvenmiy 
of-tke "high wages" paige of the Twenties, and xnx#-a>. 
2 
suggestion that mech ae some sort of legislation might be 
advisable to prmocant raciewmssosotoe adnan heen x oes & smdtoxhmeine 
| 
end the msmafixmy unfair usds0f in Junctionsin labor disputes. 
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The Famby sxx’ fayored honesty {n government. Soneeea 

of rohidition as ordered in the 
observance rntetacnementcstfaiecSi gam Sandner 
Pash th, bathed ad! annere, 9 os! 
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~15- ae tha Ayal, fal 
Voietead=att. In oth or words, the platforna touched on many 
A Ie ae ene 
geie hs mapas to-say ne notring, thatseenid=ne t be | 


OnE, wraestid Aistn | os 
Kt € m rill fncaeabth Ae <n -tompoarr many Gekeprenbr tance “the Republicans 
meanexfimcinnxoniwisns were-unyiedding 0: ony one Adonp tie 
perkeerion, of Republican rule.famkhs Not ns ian {sigeoered 
ty a! eos ae ona ya Tho delegates lis arenes politely and 


: ua ( Ge puts Te 
| Aliases h Hoover's: conneebter with the financial EastsbznkAxx and 


' tr reversed hinself to~prove nis -megiad yet y—reguan bby hy 


creer curtins had honwemomne irmixhta always 2am abided by the ae! ¥ 


© pag, wt 
r WU, UMAyle 
0 J “ had sa 


Avs EUrn ho ttey ban ae A? Th Gav j 
announced that he was no longer a Viale pais be A What Re ae antl 
eee le ine? C4 Af AAS FF aye) 
“Mother marniiiate cambidate Sco Far Drees ies ve ieee ondifferences 


Yay» ore ae aeang feel fe 


even sympathetically to the minority report of Senator Rabvert 
LaFollette, Jr. PubSfteruabke| son of the Nixnmnsin Wisconsin 


0 

rebel dwho had died in 1925) had bitterly denounctif tne platforn, 
Qa ey, oe, atent 

the-deiegeted accepted it overwhelmingly. ia Bees ahi 

Tro—xtia ffominations followed» Movs Wo other 


candidate could wossaibiy stop Hoover. AStenxPaktny ithe Uskrngmkhe 
exbermoxheuinotn magxrikminnateomkhs plokisrxanmpmenxiarmcspimk, 
Rakciugrthenen shy armxpimnkxns: SOR XENI e cee XPLaiochomBem atten x 
s eaid-ne-coulc.not accept the fars-piank, Frank Lowden 
icharimamexxxxrmnelareaxtimtvhkesxts moctmgenmmontr shaky | 


Ther luichohingnPhratrhakbubmsminximx On the first ballot “oover 
xan recetved a large majority for-nominetten~mmBLinmgminstx24F 


baa weed@es 
mohax (837 votes against 247) Wpegeh was declared unanimous by 
acclamation ant with only xromniinkiafxopmemenx slight dissent. 
To bolster the ticket, the convention chose Senator Charles 


the Selection of a “4dwesterner from a far. state 
oe of Xansas as “oover'r rumning mate: Suxttmasup osedly 


Curtis hacbaxat edafor-therdictaxydiaugen btn a ene be err 


Onn ase: oa EM since he had ‘sebed. fer ara Honary- 
ia 
Haugen dill FReaaheSd naire ree Sere Pes verre (whotterke-ned later 


vobingaber uphold” Kools tage! 3 esta) In his long congressional 


iv on party leaders, end hadueiveys~tem a model regulare WW 
We rutin ( 


heica himself teers een, qwer to 
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| peaueeett Hoover -- emailed ax sinanocdiopeitin 


ieee y and Americanism imax ut Curtis xx 
toca ttt t Ay’ vate ‘4ahars a 
thmathtex hada practical, acoeptimgethe.r ean 


sweep the country in Nove:ber. t / 
Mate, 7 vr fy oS i 1 
As for tus Seontary of Cormerce, he-werecomed—his..« 


nokination-was’ great: joy-virtth could not SacAdencasty the brusque 
and pray Serr at alas 6f a args he from the xix angry 
AM. 
EOOtsaee ume’ | Hodver had wone-the=Torination- ~agxinst Presidential 


AM Lt y a 
vera ie ida thehostility of tee. politicians who distrusted hin 
gent! Duly is 
as-notebeing ‘wxt easity amenable to, dictation. He had won the 


rvomiriztten without “iS eth cee ra veing--foruvsanto 
aja dae - 
max definite comaitrien$ , e- in fact ne i ia ca a a had |, 


i 

t 

| vy cmt BoM Oi cateted [tet * get eyed 

hd vice=p' n, COA icisa that he andg Hoover would -eae3t 
f 


made_no-promises-as—to-what-ne.expected to do if elected, which pene 
€ han-freo to conduct his campaign as he ‘saw fit: He had woe vycdeRanlt, 


elk he f 
wmhkhsugk without xd kha moran t corvctionkronchoo 4. 
For tach hD 1 cembamaby fry 
gonvention struggle in whtotrtert imstodxexnkty i of -influential 
Ty Bn ie tf vain Apna prs hy 
oantiautes who Pisce rae ejgzie a) Veen campaign. Even Coolidge 
~ Zixe at—tess cond ai Lae / or fe Ey fay p * 
— mmpohatromt sco y ner oe sioes standard dearer tn-pub toy 
ae Pht tights fF, 
— even poe eae ee eer Ra eer the President wished Hoover” 
opp a4 . tenes i A | 
n o e . ' 1 is 3 | 
eer gist be er | 
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ie had;-of-couree, : accepted the nomination from 
' d the mmhina reactionary wing of the Party, fvem khenliaxe Vare and 
the Ohio gang ,xntnimket-who-had Gianened ALS férinatton. In 1920, 
* no hia ad mede-nioh-ePfetiis refusal to navite anything to do with khz 
Just such men, but poral he xnax had learned bp PesieaGe: On the other 
hand, he waka was rescived to run his own campaigne Rjx,zyajmexofx ; 


4 mate ; we ey Heed dot ay 
khenataifg The: ‘chairman. of the campaign committee, Hecretary Work, took 


Aveit! “4 } Tad 


orders from the rest of the staff were subservient, That-they— 
@ : ultra- a 
were all Sopkonnbdim conservatives Rake assured Heever—the-supeart of 


c OT ; 5) hase: | pesos Snes 

; fulles* cooperation of the party rachinewyjzaninax-pe~ticuiarly since 
| wlidisy lways xnxinsurgentxhn a "radical" Between clections, amxramimk 
«Midd Senator 


poreb/ fama eee ae 
e pee and @ staunch regular paisa: af campaign, fulsonely 
, pabeft 


Pe scaseed Hoor er! 8 selection | ‘and by iis support, exxmg added a "Aiberal” 
Freshy Far! a aly ars cad 
makixtretered too. 


tinge to the Republican efforts. Nonewas The public 


aware-ob@thre men xx acting-fomeHyover in the Party apparatuss Cheyx 
Few remembered that Jorn T. Adama and George Poekarood had employed 


Awhes 
Lint ¢ tae Ree Wainst Senator Mheclox}wno xxx headed the 
Ponatawtel investigation of Daugherty. It was not generally 


: ca deg Te 


{ 

i fee. 

; one Blair Coan xm Quring the ‘4 oid scandals: to Bm visit Montana , and 
know that x&@ the factory owned by Adams dixchaged any ran kriom: to 


Mae 
F Raaes unions Irving Lenroot, head of the Hoover legal staff, wae 
Ait de, M4oags Year 


a5 lobbyies for the pover trust -- ‘wih btswork: wxx,in tho campaign wes 
vettereabaren be 4 wherfoyl 
c behind the scones. Senator-George™ eae Jlampshire 
@ weed charge of thaxmmpatgn East Coast _slectioneering, xasxxn 


makmiginhx might be reactionar no one judged the candidate by 
Lt was felt 
nis aides, who/were sel 


€a to bring in votes and not for their 


opinionse . tm Th Poe 
The stock market fell off wher Roxuexte Stre- 
Wa} radiser 4 dw aatdd bie tid te Att, 


convetition-nominated Hoovers But yal Seeder toxin could_not-ve 


| | 
consid-cret~atarmings His~choice mast hai have Deen ciscounted long 
i tin mtad t thn A 
f 
| 


Cpaentards 
before the fomsad voted, so that the, market Qip was merely coincidentéz, 


and-xax-neant-nothings There Was some a that Wall Street feared 
ad 


Aaegissa Cy hush E wdy 
Hoover x pam inclined to exporinent, too indepedent, an-his thinking. 


But again, imounsocxitroccct Hoover-tmiUrsbood=thxt sone publicly 


on, expressed hostility by the great pintormutsmofixtixnas plutocrats of 
pre Lead ri iy! 
the moneyeu East munky reagerved the rest of the etentornces ae 
a 
no doubt the ee ne mogopdlists were aware of=tvhe 
il Yet. ang Lp ers hel seamen & PAL: saQataveds pf dass 4 
advantEZge. Pilqmectoht folie dyien-seent “ of aaa forhis. 


e : canididasy « Certainly, tho farmers, TRO resented € Cool tdge's two votoes 


udlid 


of the McNary-Haugen bill eovetdenetxhas ses: ooxed on Hoover as equally 


. _ al 


A ¥ 


a hat 2266 
ie. L/ tebe “Che Aadeee Pape rll i : 
: hostile to-% phil ok rs vest-intorests;- a~litble~ 
1 of ogee cote ll ; | 
cootness-on-the=fart-ofsilali-Strevt- a a intho an 
tA cara Gert rediud Wf “, LET ee < “ft Aptis theo wa, OS sie “ 
mul ihe! a1 ode 4 
t The-Secrotaty resigned hicspest as Secretary of 
Df rset safe Auke | Yeh elated“ 
Cormerce, and cummed ectmanrnx gu ti-of confidence and uore xixctinn than 
Liif 
he had ever feat before in-bks-eTOREEE APS, travetred across the 


7 
ee continent to Palo Alto where the formal mexexntasxo2 xotitiient 
a. gorem onies notifying-hin of tne f_thes.nomiratton yould take place. 


} 

| 

Ho stopped off at the swmer White, 4ouse to visit Coolidge, publicly i 
dat peace stabeanttiis PERI 


wee 


whl 3 
athuntea x cal1ing “attention to his warn relations,with the President. ' 
Mo hs 7a ly Srudgingly 
peerreer received hin cordiy, said iittle, ard/went through the nognxsary 
é Mot pet on fia . 
Secemiahx gestures: Oxpaetedeofeirin. But Hoover hmimzgmine: gaincd=tire 
aosired"pablicity-and went on his way content. On the trip Hest, ke 
snuteXmseodincomrmr ncn lowed x Ligtinlase ayes news reached tk= his 
: the Heddy 
@ special train that gor Hoover: 8 father, hadediody anzx “ecepticns 


arrafmed in San Ppenstece and elserhere were cancelled. Rrimon Yn re whine 


Stanford, however, the students serenaded centrrnosixfoomas the 
MnteEEt Sty s most famous alurnus, and Hoover basked kimakts in his 
triumph. Jtvmmshnxdime hadnomiipst a wine theaheek trams e saat 
muagrioa He -had only to the election, of which he was suprenely 
“confadent » &od ‘truly he could ‘ae “Wuy cup runneth overs” 

* 


, Bartley Crum on Hoover (to Truxbo) ; 


At ID 
Hoover the uost danyerous san in the united States. Billing to lose 
an élection for larger factors. 


in fine health. ; e 


‘hroughout the carpalgn-was in sonstant cocmunication with Taft, Dewey, 
and vandenberg from the waldorf Towers in “ew York. Thought 
7 Dewey was a bright and intelligent man, but found him 
j : stupid and ineffectual and his selection a mistake. Hoover 
sparked the campaign more than any other man. 


Now Likes Otassen who is gettiag over his forser silly ideas, 
' and also warren. 


‘ Hoover ks charming, witty to meet. 
& i 


damax Hoover felt after tunich that Shim Charberlain was cxactly right wit 
his appeaserent rolicy. Gerzany mst be the doninant 
power jn Europe, with the right toe xpand and has a right 
; to take Russian Uxraine. 
dapan, the most civilized country in Asia, shovld have for its part 
the dominant role in Asia, and a srall island people confined 
| to islands who mst exnand should be allowed ‘to and eventually 
iw ; should be permitted to take portions of Siberia, 
Crum: “Then these roners should feed off of kussta, is that the Sdea?" 
Hoover: “what the hell do you care about RKussia?® 


* Club at brove 
After returning from Verrany in 1938, the “ohemian Gymmm decided to 

honor «oover, Had ileifitz.and semhin to play and had a dig 
event. Grum sugyested that the least that could be done to 

repay the artists was to ‘nvite then to Heabenstine {n the Dohn 
Club . bd of virectors of semb Comittee objected because they 
are Jens, 

Crum went to .oover in Talo Alto. He was apainst mecvership. 

de knew now many cembers felt and would not [ike to make it an 
issue. Crum protested that “‘oover-mas certainly not anti-Seritic, 
and “oover said of cours: he was o*posed to it. But here the 
oes was different, end he would not want to make it an 
s8e. 


A year later Sx rmeint Crum in Pledmont, sloover referred to he 
mater and rerarked: “Have you core to your senses yet?" 


At a luncheon in SF to honor ‘the Grandson of Sun tat Sen, ‘“oover 
remarked to the guest that after the war the Aner people would core to 
their good senses and raise a tariff wall higher phan ever to keep out 
phe fieod of goods irom the cast, the product of “cheap yellow coolle 
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ASHIAGTON JEDRY-COSKUUND (Ainym.us) Horace PAN EEsOnUe ates Kew York 


Cnapter entitled The Fresiaer.t. 


"when the fece aawned on nim that the United yates was a 
Demooracy and he tried to play politics, he surrounded hiaself with 
politicians of the lowest order end who have msde his séndgdxa 
Administration famous for its political ineptitude.. 

"Lastly, ‘£0 perhaps the most isp rtant answer to “erbert scover'’s 
failure is the fact that deeply ingrained inhis make-up are two 
upfortunate characteristics, fear and vacillation, which, coupled 
with a petty personal tesper, sorely try even his feesyon friends 

bo 


The first revelation of the Iresidertial tesper came soze weeks 
after Hoover had deen nominated tm at kansas City. de was living 
at valo Alto, preparing for his-acceptance speech. At the urgent 
requests of newspaser photographers a morning was set aside for them 
to snap various ‘stills’ ard "movies' of the Hoovers at home. 

Mrs, “Aoover was self-appointed master of ceremonies. After all, 
4% was her hone and if it was going to be photographed, she wanted 
it done right. She ordered photograhers over here, there, everywhere. 
She wanted chairs placed this way end benches that. Nothing seened 
to please here (p56). The po eoere phere perspired and struggled. 
The newspapermen stood by amused. It was not their show. Mr. Soover 
grew irritated. True he was sorely tried. Every one's symputhedatax 
prararnece were rith hin. And half a hundred people were watching 

Be 

Finally, despite his audience, Mr. Hoover turned to his wife. 
"You'd better run in the house now,” he grundled.'That 
will de €21.' 

Mrs. Hoover looked mk a little startled. ‘hen remendering how 
many people there were present, she sniled. 

‘All right,’ she replied cheerfully, and obeyed. (p57) 


Another example of the uoover tempar was displayed on election 
night. Again he was in his home Bn talo Alto. Blecti.n returns 
were being received it became apparent that he was the victor, 
neighbors and friends Cropped in to congratulate him. In the course 
of the chatter, someone laughingly remarked that the university 
vote showed «¢ number of dallots for his opponent. “r. Hoover 
immediately, gms grew cold. 

*I don t see how any intelligent person, esepcially a member 
of the Stanford faculty, could sco misunderstand the issues of 
‘the campaign,” he exglaimed inéignantly, a dark scowl passing over 
his face. (p57) 


A somewhat similar inoident ocourred when Mr. Hoover returned 
to his 3 Street home in Washington... “ne of his neighbors on $ 
Street is Frederick Ae Delano, pnmetargmt prominent architect and 
once head of the opium commission to Fersia. Mr. and “rs. “elano 
are old friends of the hooverseece. Z 
Yred Delano remarked: "I must de frank with you, Mr. 
President. I voted for A; Smith. But now that you're eleoted, I'a 
extremely glad ard I want to ocngratulate you.’ ; 

Mr. Hoover 414 not reply. His conversation lagged. The 
coolness became so perceptible that the Delanos: left within a few 
minutes. (p 87) 
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| 
a Une of his favorite pets was a massive police dog nased 

"Ming Tug’. ..¢ne day the zresident on his vey to lunch observed : 
ailing Tut playing with one of the Shite “Aouse Guards, The 
fresident whistled. The dog looked up but did not come. ,, 
That afterno.n an order was issued that none of the Shite souse 
staff should play with Bhite douse pets. (pss) 


a sO 


Aa - ~ 4- 


OnPRarr and. 


eseethe Baltinore Sun published an article reporting the 
fact that the bids for air mail contracts over certain western 
routes had been drawn up but were phrased ig such a way that obly 
obe company could bid. 


af Apents 
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The article also called attention to the fact that dervert Pe 

Hoover, Jr. was enployed By with this firm. ” 

At his next press ournference, the ‘resident completely : 3 

i.st ourntrol of himself ard denounced the article with a ~& 
passion which few who krow him have ever seen him display. (p58) be 
eesEvery possible trick, every new device, known or bes 


capable of being Invented by skilled publicity agents, had deen 
invoked to make doover the Superman, the Greut Executive, 
and a reputation thus made was all the sore easily washed anay(p58) : 


Mr. Hoover had been notified a few hours defure that the 
Kansas City convention had rominited him for the ires{ ency 
and the shotographers flocked in jor s-picture. 

Mr. Hoover sat at his mahogany desk. ‘No mail remained to de 

‘@. answered. here was a silver inkwell, a row of pushduttons. That 

was all...The cameamen tvok their first szap from a moderate 
B% distance, then picked up their tripods and swooped down for 
& Cl»s@-up. The new nominee threw his hands in front of his 
face and fled from the room. 

'No close-up for hit} He knew his publicity gaze. “e haew 
that uheesenup in @loseeups his face lookéd weak and flabdbd,. It 
Was not the face of the “reat kxecutive, the Strong kan. (59) 


From an office in London he ,romoted a long list of 
mining enterprises, listed dy the »ritish Mining sanugl of 1912 
as thc Burma “ines, 4td., Inter-Argretina oyndicate, Ltd., Intere 
hussian Syndicate, +tc., Russo-Asfatic Corporativn, Ltoe, 
Yuanmi Gold Mines, Ltd., Babilunta Gold Mines, ite.(ov) 
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How ruthless was serbert “cover'’s dDusiness conduct in Ching a 
been told in the High Court of Justice, Chancery Yivision, re ate NN 
in the suit brought against his firm in 1905 by Chang Yen Mao, ae 
Director-Censeal of mines of the Chinese Goverment. Chang accused g ¢ 
cover of euchring him out of some valuable nating property —~ ¢ 
and lr. Justice Yoyoe. in rendering the decision against Hoover and 9 


Ca = 4 


his company said: 


boas 


"Inoldent@lly it appears by a letter of kr. Hoover that he 
actually took possession of sume title deeds of the property by 
main forges. “nder the circumstances, 4 am of the opinion that to 
(p63) allow the defendant company, while they insist on retaining 
the benefits of the transfer, to escape from the obligations of 
the memordadum upon any such pretext @s that «oover or DeFouters 
were not authorized to agree to its terms, or that it was 
Ampossible for the desendant coapany to perform soze of these 
terns without altering its constitution, would de contrary to 
one of the plainest principles of equity. It would be to sanction 
such a flagrant break of faith as, in my ‘opinion, could nut be . 
tolerated Bb the law of any country....' (p64) 


(Much later, the Judge added) 


"I think mexeadQ? that 1 ought to make one sore odservstion, 
which ig that, in the investigation taken before me of the trans- 
action in question, it has not deen shown to me that .iis 
Excellency Chang has been guilty of any breach of fatth or any 
fapropriety at all, which fs mre than I cen say for sone 
of the other parties concerned.’ (9 64) 
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Russell 


Most of r. Hoover's apygatntagmtex administration has deen 
a series of surrenders to nem—gm one political faction after anct her. 

He has deen cowed dy petty state ard lical politicians 
into making aproijtments he was against. in remnsylvania they 
bullied him into naméng Albert L. Watson, and in sansas, Kichard ¢. 
“opkins fo Federal judgeships despite the fact thut nis Attorney 
General pronounced both unfit for the federal dench. 

The G1d Guard high-tariff gang cowed him into si¢ning 
tne SmooteHawley Tariff Act which in a thausand ways violated 
every view he had ever held on the tariff ara which up to a few 
hours before he furtively anmnourced his approval, he had described. 
to his friends as vicious, extrortivjate and obnoxlousece"(pob-66) 


Even the Insurgents, whom he hates{{/fforced‘hie. to 
withdraw the name of Lieutenant General Edgar daduin us Chaisraorn 
of the Federal rower Commission and..-cuspelled him ty name 
Justice Owen J. Roberts, a man of ousstanding ability. 

ooAs Minister to Canada, he sent a blatant super 
patriot krown ancng his fel .ow-service men as 'Boob& MeNider. 
As Ambassadot to Berlin, he sent Senator Frederic }. Sackett, 
@ machine ‘politician who did not dare tace a reelection c.rnteat 
in “entucky. As Ambassedor to France, he sent Sen Kalter E Edge, 
whose ownership of the Dorland Advertising Agenoy, Bigorovs 
co .petitor tmx of the french official agency, somewhnt exdarrassed 
Yranco-Ameterican relations. (p66) 
; The tvo xost glaring instances being the appuintment 
os Billiam ke Castle dr. as under Seoretary of State and Cenera) 


Douglas MacArth#ras Chier of Starr. Se s 
oppaed both appoitmente, (567) e Seo Stieson ana Sect Hurley o 
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THE THITP HOUSE: A BIOGRAPHY, by Charles Hurd. Harper & Brothers Fube 7 
‘ lishers, Kew York & Londonl940 y S 
ihcreupyr he (Hvover) embarked upon a progrem of By ‘ 
hospitality ard entertainment that set new standards in the mogern o 
history of the Mansion. The dinners, lunches, and extra soctal 3! 
‘Offairs exceeded by fur everything done {n thet way in the past - ws 
forty years, and certainly must have eclipsed those of former . SG 
Gays when the Khite House facilities were much more limited.(p297) ioe 
‘ e 
eal 


seek ith @ bad sense Of timing, iresident lioover set up 
commissicns ty study extensively and expersively the problema of 
; prohibition and law enforcement. Both were laudable efforts 
i but. hardly to be appreciated b; the new army of Jobless, by millions 
of farsers w.o could not make expenses, and by homeowners whose 
equities shrank in a eoacosy © Gecline to less than the face value 


of their mortgages. (298-99 


Between conferences, sresident Hoover made hurried fishing 
exoursions to Blorida, and enjoyed orief week-end rests at a lodge 
he bulit on the Kapidan Kiver in nenr-b; Virginia, a river kept 
well stucked with trvut 6 the bureau of Fisheries. ...(p289) 
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-In 1922, crowds booes him in the streets of Detroit. (£00 
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MAXIM LIFVINOFY, by arthur Upham rove. Led. Yischer. new york 1943 


In .ugust, 1921, hoxcver, anorican and R&ssian diplomats did 
KCCt. A widospre d fimino in soushern ond eastern nussia, -aured by | 
the disl*cotion of %' @ Russian f rnin: Systen follovin« the wars 
of intorvontion, “hallenged «a:ericon symm: thy, ond arerican 
rolief organizations, in wic' Herbert 4 Over wis the rost 
o nspicuous p rsonality, off rea helpf/ ond sent u delegation to 
niga t: discuss procedure with xussian representatives. axin 
Litvinorfe was chelrran of the sussian delegation, . 

{n .ugust 9, 1921, the New york 1imes, under the dateline *Rige,/ 
August 8," reported: . 

“Oscow announces that ~. Litvinorr representing the centrel 
~ rxecutive committee on ranine .elief arrived in niga sednesdgey to 

carry On conversitions "ith were yrom, the representative of 

re hoover. this eleventh hour mmieetar ie substitution of the 

First and forero t holshevist £ rele plenipote, tlary for none 

political orsonages like Gorki mux or tTohinchuk clearly . 

indicutes the Soviets" intention to try to open negotiesions 

with an rica. 
ahis was undoubted one of the reasons why Litvinore was named sx 

for the "ost; but there was anoth r: the sussian vovernment, fully 
anu © Of ’r. noover's inplacndble, ilio t Yindcietive ‘ostil ty to 
vO Oviet Union, was ssp clous of wh: t cortuin ‘enders of the 
rollef orvnnd ations nivht da or try to vo, once ther entered the 
country. 

ah Pivot inkling of tits 2 ubt ap eurec in a st tenent which 
citvinot? rice tor role pre s repre ent tly s in «igo on August 
ll: ‘ne will Gladlyfacdept a } Po ocely hurunttarlan ald tme may 
de offered to us, but ¢t: any aite pi to tuke away the prerogatiy:s 
of toe -oxles SOVEERNent or any of its powers/ we reply, "non 
PUssumis es 

Ttvino f hag caid th t at tre tine tunic he had tie 
imroius n th & out mat of the nea with wha he was negotiating 
were foro interestod in odtainins entry into Russia than doing good 
Samaritaus. iis mistrust lest the Americans might include spies 
ond agents was not without reason, for he knew thst the head of 
the smerican Relief Assoolaticn had used (pl7S) his position to 
Gisoredit the Hungarian Communist regime of pela AUNe 

Eventually, Hooverts resresentative srown, lost his temper 
end blurted outix®£ ‘After all, mr. Litvinoff, you Ousht to 
renenbdor that what we want is to get food &% xussia.? 

To which “itvinort replied, "Food oan be & weapon.t © 


s 
YFootnote --cltvinore's misgivin:f... was curlously confirmed many 
yeors later by an adnission of the state vepartnent, Given in 


defense of its viohy polloy, t at the workers for sneriocan relier 
@rencies hed, under that eulse, deen able to gather much inforration 
Of political and military value to this country. 

3 


(p 193) 
ceotho SOVlOts Wo @ likewise wortias n the probler of t hir 


smericen relations. in 1925 1, Averell ‘arrizan had undertiuren ‘to 

or mnt of American partic + tton in finitoin' RU s@-Corren trate and 
Pollx Me TW rbur: and other ontstiurdin bank ra hy 2 stood ready to 
coope nte in tio prjoct; but nerbert ‘ores as Secretury of 

Commerce found coeons for obsir Oting it, thereby pivins the eqenly 
enti*“ussion elenents in the State Yopartient oconunsl nto vont their 
ontipithy by votuing the orrancenents «- to ¢ « satistuotion and 
profit of Cermn finanolers. (p27) 
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Chapter entitled "Herbert Hoover.” 


“eeeHordbort Hoover is the xo. iseful supplement of the oduinistr 4. 
tion. «he is as handy as o diotionury of dates or @ oyolopedia of 
useful inforrution, invaluible books, which never obtain their 
-Just duogecseYou recall the "ard "gwktuthat is all; ss in the cise 
of thst artiole of food, origin of many ‘ouléries," to uso Mr. 
thover's fuvosite word, in the quick=sorve rosorts of the humble, 
(p.108), wheroit su; le.onts ably und usefu ly, dut without 

honork’dblo mention, slendor puaxets portions of beef, pork, and han. 

% doscribe briefly, in a phrase, whut has happened to 
Moovor; two yerrs ago, 2% was "Hoover's todny 4% fs ‘and cover.’ 

“hy t'woonnectives Beouuse,to put it bluntly, however gro th 
his other giftes ro == om t.ey uo recur uble «= ho lacks 
Palitical intelligonce. ne rominus one now of n Grout inscot 
cuught in thereshes of a silken web. 'e strumles this way and 
that. ‘© flutters his wings, und th web of ol.tics fustons 
itself to him with uh ndred new co ntacts. 

Yqoin: possible elimination from public lite, he accepted a 
dull ondunrozantio departrent under Presivent pardin'. Ye was told a 
thnt ho could "make sorethine of Lte%eeciio tu trying to mike ' 
& nething of Lt, something more thon mre Ya ding ond the party 
edvisors intended when they gave him the Seoretaryship of 
Corgwrcee (6 1s trying to dranatize soe turnoft fate ani de : 
nee nore u ‘dig figure.' He is tireless. He arrives At his 
ol'stce fabulously ourly. (p 109) Clerks drop in their tracks 
defuro he leuvos *% nij ht. No has tim to s vw overyone xx Wo 
would seo hin; for he on nev to l woe, "tho ian with t.olidon! 
wi 1 Knook at Ids dioresesctO doouloro tiki waits he works 
twonty hoe rs ua day trydm' to lurn sometiins Upesesiio proison ta 
vo ong f & u toukh usot | cabinet orrficors ins. contrat one ‘Nt 
this.is less tin his umditdone it he we ro nn unknown pin, £6 
would be ono hs but you hersire lids by tha st ture of sover of 
t*io molgtan HOlieleoece (pl10) 

“eoottt Cru disq allfiont. ns stand in his wayseehis Lack 

: of ;oliticul intelligence, mi is oc nsequent inability to ike 
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quick deals! vias dn Tabic 1 &cu l ouees efor in salitios, 
eRe on aii up lds id, oy o cil in business, whore the 
mew opm Phe Lose (pl1d) ‘ 

Se ey PIS FcG 44 ns & BOR NM uM ETO PGi. 
'y brow &e arp nn Ww bke AGE wb on Bata, op UN 


dnbull. jonocs out tho rout on bie fase bon & soromi, ond £t 
woirs 1 bitially a woverdig, wifecinsele a arehle. Mis snllo, os bf 
everybo ly we. @ le King 91% tha, (pliz), mihvs hin ra ind one os ta 
conou ont of a Cabinet meutings of uo sai) boy imu oln rou oe te. 
a diqtet of flovors up to his ture ore NO hus, morever, a strain 
of ossinisy in his n turo, wibbh moy account for his indools.on. 
You cute’) hin in moods if profound deprosstonesese 
".eIn politics,he has enoush vanity and self-consolarsnoss 
to bo owore mf constuntly of foreey o posed tu hin, overt, hontile. 
unsor ulevus, pors nul forces == forevs th & he doos net unlerst nd 
“An illustrative incidant ooc rred in tio so ring of 1980, 
whoOn doth purtios wore tuliin, of himas their condld te for 
Pros}cont, und he.was uncertuin whethur fe was u Ro,ublioun orn t. 
, wre “oarst, in his newsparors, published on attao upon ‘im, (plls) 
soyin. ho rua nore Briton thor American, ond to -rove it printed a 
list of "ritish oorp mtiin of which he was n diroctor./ 


i - + en ne en | 


Mirrors of 4sshington by 
Anonymous 


“All his susploions were oroused over this everydey 
ocuurence of politics, ‘here had ‘r. Hegrst obtuined this unfor- 
tunate inforrationy He saw plots and ‘rceuohkry. Someone in 

his o nfidence must have betrayed him for mo:.cy. A careful 
investic tlonras :ade, and it was discovered thot tie editor had 
drawn u'on *Whots whol, to whic. Mr. Hoover himself iad 
firnished tho information before he de: n thinkin: of She 
Fresidencyece. 

"At the very tino wien his spokesi.an, Julius ‘urnes, was 
soyins for ,m thit he coule not choose botucen &. two urtios 
unti] he hod s en their cunvidute, unc rod their plutfovt s,ece 
the nanazed +f . is rapor n ashin ton sefd to 16, *Phis tilk 
of :}oover for ‘tie .croc utic nonin tion is Loonshine. Ne won't 
taxe ite" (p 114) 

“Thy not,* I asxed hin. 

"'’ oo.use,? ho replicd, "he dos n & % dnk 14 Ls vorth 
havinge eee 

"andin reality, tr. Uoover is us oc ns rv: tive us ,2. 
Yarding hinself, eing o large capltudiut wit, thy the cons: rvaq 


tims of te caritalast clu se (p115) 
“vr, Fonrose : t up fron u sick b d und thun ered: un er 
no elreunst. neces wo.td Le permit t o nondmition 1 C ra Yoovere (pllA 

t tieeuhie.vo Convention, he recelved tic su po tof 
“nr, Crane, uovernor ‘illur, of wew York, alu, on t.e lu & b 1168, 
of illien Allen White, who huving voted (0: pr -ardin on the just 
previous dbullot, said he want oe to ‘leuve tie dbund.agon und ride 
with ticmmimratax undertaceradece 

,apat any rate, he is no wiliticilan; he thhnks as o business 
men think; Yls inteosis ure their sntere:t; ung when ho cures 
to the: deoring glftsg -+ the ald und cooperation of t #« nit d 
Stutes Uovernrent in their ax efforts % win tf reign trodo,e= 
they do not % ke hin ror o Greek. 

Me possesses gre:t spectul cnowled e wid ‘i they do. rer he 
knows @ ch abcut econo..ics ond enjJ s tie advantace f¢ delieving 
$hat he knows all; he has immense prestige, as a “esult of all the 
advertising he received during the wer; they ome to deshington 
and sit at his feet like child en; he gives ther fatruerly 
lectures, even upon therorels of their business, which rust be 
clean, toenter this frreign trade of ‘iis, with the vovernnment 
behind it (pll9) . They ma o mental resolutions t: reform. 56 38°0aks 
/eo american dusiness withyrmat immense authority.«.9. rardine 
denatured him politically by giving him the one business departrent 
in the Cabinet. sve n fitram Johnson may come no longer t hate him. 

eeehe has one great gift, nis extraordinasy talen for 
publicity. rhere is no one in Tashington, not oven “re Iughes, Kho 
knows so weil as:he doos how to advertise what he is doing. (pl20) 
He is a sort of efficiency engineer, installing tis charts 
and his sytems into public life,---and who loves an erfictency 
engineer’ eit is impossible to interest yoursélf ig Hoover as 
Loover; in soover txmx es the man who did this, or the man who did 
that, or the mon who will-do this or thot, yes, -- but not in 
hoover, the person. 
. jhe reason is thet he has little personality. Un close 
contact, he is d$éappointing, without omrm, iven to silence, as 
if he hed nothing for: ordinary humen relutions which hed no 
ofiteble bearing on the task in hend. His conversation &s 
epplied ereae rene? Mg aes | theref is no lost motion, though it 
4s lost moBion which is the de fieht of fe. vt dinner, he inolines 
to bury his fsce in his plate until the talk reaches sre sudlect 
importsnt to him, when ho explides with a few facts, and is once 
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i doudt if he reslly thinks of humen deings as human beings; 
on the contrary, sone en nha by graph Tepresents humanity in 
his mind.(pl23) It is ° risti 


raote © of him that he elwesy £ 
speaks of the relief of starvin populations not in terms.of human 3 
suffering, but in terms of che atry.tThe people, of whatever eounwy e 
he tm may be feeding, have so many calories now, lest month they a aw 
hed so many oalories; if they had ten calories more, they on 
could maintain existence, Many times 1 have heerd this forma. 4 
(plz¢} 4 = 
by 
5 | 
@ 
a 
") 


4, Juv le Singhs 
‘Prebdlent ) 


Frem the Civil War en, American eoxpansienists began te see the 
impertance ef territerial acquisition. Thus Seward; attempted to annex 
the Santo Dominiged island; Grant went after Sant Dominige, Cuba, the 
Hawaiian Islands, and ether possessions, . 


In the nineties the acquisitive spirit, with Lodge, Hay, Reesevelt, 
and ethers giving leadership (and inspired by the “philsophy® ef sea power as 
expressed by Capt. Mahan) came into its own. What is interesting here en the 
international diplomacy level is the fact that victory in the Sumkam. 
Venguelan boundary dispute put the US en the map as a first Class nation, 
With the Monree Dectrine selidly cstadlished as a basic principle fer this 
hemisphere, Moreever, even though there remained friction with Creat Britain, 
actually British policy shifted (in the face ef Serman, Russian, and Prench 
rivalry, and in particular at this moment because of Russia) teward the Uw, 
and an era a clese relations was inaugurated detweon the US and ites former 
traditienal xk enemy. Cencurrently, relations between the US and Germany 
began to sharpen (though it seems the so-called Sermen threat te Yewoy at 
Mentlle was mostly gessip and had little basis in actual deeds vy the 
German fleet cemmnder),. 


The “anifest Yestiny doys -- particulerly Lodge and Roosevelt (whe 
as “nder-Secretary of the Navy wizk ia McKinley's Cabinet planned 
Dewey's assault -= quite needless in many ways <~- on “efAlla) ~=- lusted after 
possession for the sake of pessessien and ki fer the sake of proving that 
the US was a great power, Thus they feught for the annexatien ef the 
Phillipines more fer the glory ef it (at the moment) then fer a clearccut 
pelicy ef expansien in the Orlent. “et the eoquisitien ef the Phillipines 
usturally profoundly affected subsequent American policy in the Far Fast, 


The rise of Japan as a naval power, the desire to transform the 


US inte the sole proprietor of the Carrindean, the necessity ef protecting the 


prejected Isthmian Canal which led to the annexation ef the Hawali'n Islands, 
@- all these dauses turned ow minds te seacpower, to the need for cealing 
end supply bases, Nereover, it is in passing wortii neting (semething I have 
never seen pointed out epecifically) that the Theodore Roesevelt method ef 
seizing the Panama canal strip fer the US was rehearsed in the Herrfsen 
administration in ite attempt te seisd the Hawaiian /slande. 


All: this and mer leads up te the rellewi problem that mst be 


enswered: Psychologically, the reasons fer American imperialism are ebyious = 


the dkaz desire te take a leading place in the family ef nations; the 
military nece sity ef defending the Panama Canal, the Pacifico Coast, the: 
Carribean, But even though the epean doer pelioy a Seeentes te permit us as 
late comre te enjey seme Of the riches te be exploited eut of the Orient, 
what besides was the ecenemio base ef Amrican iwperialist expansien? The 
mation 41d net need such ertce tte at the moment; it was not censoleus -~ er 

was it -- of the necessities of the future ef Ampioan Luperialion, It 
agate meh econcasoaiay fe some extent at the time by ite incursion in 
te e hy 


The ee nonioc backgreund, ite relation te politics -= more than just 
‘'@ Vague, mechanistic "linkage*® with perisice == mat de eatadlished, There 
mist be established an tavegret ion of pelitics and ecenemice fer the peried 
1060 te 1914 o- if this is dene gyre U the theery ef the remainder ef 
the beek will de easy going, But it mat nod be dene in the Prences ‘renkiia 


manner eo that is, meo gp eet ( with euch remarke that deeause ef moneprly 


eapitalion, therefore the US decided te embark on impor ialiet expansions 89 
6° me specifically the pulls ef taetios «- expo epitel vereu 
torr isert expansion, Roesevele, Ledge et al seoned to tink ah 
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Cerna of territery, When did the eenseption she 
° 


Ap ebdlem net unrelated te the abeve is the meaning and rise of 
aeecealiod American taclatien. This mi-t be defined in meaningful terns -- net 
merely in terme of Washington's Parewell er the pacifist and idealist terns 
ef the ninetios. Is iselation anti-imperialist; er is it a mixed conseption, 
eepadle of eine Lov erpeeved vy any special greup? Of utmest importance 
is the need to determine the relationship detween the isolation theery.ef the 
late 19th eentury and the rise of iaperiaiion, later, in the present : 
peried, iselationism becomes the mek ef the mest rapacious and the mest 


‘wenal of the imperialists, But is the iselationiem ef 1936-1044 linked 


fatimately with the isolation theery of the late nineties? Alee, what 

wee the pattern of devoloppent of the theory ef isoletion with tne: growing 
pever ef the expansionists? Why did sem iuperielists suppert expansion, ethe 8 
the theery of Leelation? Again pelitios must de carefully iategrated with 
ecenanitc and secial factora, ; 


e 

Seme examination should de me of TRIS fantactio glerification ef 
war "Ne triumphy of peace is quite so great as the supreme triumphs ef war® 
(1897) 4m the light @f Hitler's and Musselini's sudsequent statements. TR was 
net and could net at the time be a "fascist." “et his philesephy hed the reets 


‘ef fasclem in it. What relation has his bombastic, utterly ohildish, and 


exhibitienistic gesturing te the Xaxm subsequent theory of fasciem and what 
if anything dees this moan in the devclepment ef American imperialism. Did TR 
really know what he was doing, did he hate any real cenception ef the geal 
he wanted fer America, er was he merely a gun-tetin’ adelescent excited d 
the glories of war and the chance to make speeches that would be noticed in 
the political world? The interesting characteristio ef TR is his vombast samt 
which is inevitably fellewed by a peculiar shamefaced er fearful retreat, 

TR has a wide streak ef cowardice in politios --.the cowardice ef a dluffer. 
Yet he did carry through en the Panama Canal - and on the Naby's world trap. 
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diating was ‘transmuted : into bloodshed. In 1919 there began ‘the ‘first. 
of a series of internationel plottings end attacke which hag for its 
objective even today the reatoration of a reactionary Goverment 

in Russia, the destruction of the first socialistic experinent. ‘Por the 
nations interested in this war there has never deen a question of 
whether or not this experiment was good or bed , whether or not it 

wee succeeding or failing, whether or not Lenin, ‘Troteky and Stalin 
‘were: the deliverers or the enslevers of. tum 160,000,000 people. They 


sizphy did not wart and do not want a radical government to succeed 


anywhere in the world, and so for more than two decades we have witnessed. 


‘dnternational red-baiting with intermittent military alliances and 


‘Dloody attacks. 
Lt. Col Warwick Green, chief of the Anerigqan Mission to the 

Baltic “rovinces, eee the American Peace Mission = ceases June 
28, 1919 (as State Department archives, now nade public om) that 
"the: Baltic provinces ani Lithuania have an importance out of all 

+ proportion to their size and ppopulation, due to their geographical 
(Position which makes ‘then the western and at tpresent the most important 
‘key to the Russian problen." American troops were attacking in the és 
Arctic, thus helping General Yudenitch who hoped to capture Petrograd 
and resstablish the Tsars. The PSeEeen charge fF areffarres in Ba ae 

' gabled the State “eparrtnent: e. 


‘tn antensiew wh naval al- 
1 tache senterday Mw feet 
eral Mannerhein stated thaf hw 
army la WElng to and capadie ot 
Wefeaung Une Soinhevikl tt f 
Nerthers, Ruama They nent 
neither men nor ameunition Bal 
t merely eral auppea[ of Une Al 
x hes Mannerhenn atared tial ne 
wan WULRG La commene Téa 
Unites Heemmeduately uf erweur- 
eged 1a fin co By the Aluee atid 
asawed shat the United Krave 
wea Raven senting fand ent 
phan ba Peatered | 
TS 


Pregk L.Polk, acting secretary of State, inforred Secretary 
of War: Bescon ial wee paeetee Peace Mission had epppovealtne sale 
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are Vion-Bolshevik". Herbert Hoover made & contract with the so-called 


Provinsional Government of Russia, i.e., the Tsarists, whoreby the ww 


“gonarchist Northwestern Army would rece've enormous foodstuffs. Hoover 


algo fed the White Russian edventurers et Riga and in every way encouregud 


the British plan to.destroy the Socialist oxperinent in Russia. 
Septenver S in St. Louis had 


\ And\ President Wilson, who on 
obenty annodnced that the ai ag War hed deen a cormercial war, & war 
fo profits, Nas not for denoeracy nor for any ad ideals, threw himself 
this eee war when snlgeveber 22 he nenimesd-hhen erdorsed 


{ 


int 
ccalioven aid-tathe whites, saying “econonic relief of this 
Sane of TIRItINT the-spresd~of_Dalehev_Len 
Lovis, hac 


\ 


‘peter is the mos 
An: President Wilson, who on Septender S, at St, 


mpenig enlightened the An rican peophe with his great conclusion that 


the World War had been a cormercial ‘war, a war for profits and marxets, 
endorsed 


“and not @or de-oeracy x sny ideals, mmmannamat on Octover 22 itm 
plans for "economic *relléf...the most effective means of limiting the 
spread of Bolshevisn.and of protecting, therebs, the Govern e of the 
. United sStates fron the dangers of subversive propaganda. But the 
anorican [Pod Cross, that supposed impartial and humanitarian 
organization, promised to feed the people of Fetrograd provided the shite 


Russians captured the capital; otherwise the people could starve to 


5. ‘ ¢ 
/ * death. n Septenver 9, by order of “r. Polk, approved by Wilson, 43,000 


tons of suprlies were transhippe’) from British and French ports to 


ee General Yudenitch. 
The United States thus Joined with all tho reactivnary forces 


in the world 
their foet. To justify this war the foreign offices and state 


departments as well as the newspapers fitth ongaged in the greatest 


campaign of rodb-beiting in history. It was at this time that the 


nyth of the “national ization of women” in Russia, tho forged docurents 


purporting to show Lenin and Trotsky as Gorman agents, and a million 
, false stories were disseminated for the purpose of. misleaind,@. dhe 


ppl, Vp the whe caXiadacteiel. Dt feeccaitic 


in an attempt to upset the Soviets vefore they were actually: 
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Reference is made to my letter of May 10, 1945, advising that work 


subject has done on a biography of HERB 
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and will be forwarded to the Bureau. In accordance with Bp Pinte raradbonargs 
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CHAPTER VIII 
Belgian Relief: August 1916 = April 1917,» 


fhe foutdrexk of World war shattered Hoover's well- 
laid plans and suddenly revealed his perspective for the next 
years as trivial. He had anticipated becoming a leading 


citizen of California; six months after the assassination of the 


‘Austrian? Archduke, - Hoover was known as a leading citizen of 


the world, and his fame surpassed that_of most army commanders» 


— 


and heads of states. 


The -war surprised, Hoover, as it surprised so many 


‘Americanse Like others of his generation who paid slight atten- 


$ion to politics, he believed that modern armies would be 


used to keop order anong backward peoples in remote areas of 


the workd. He expected wars to be carefully delimited, like the 
Spanish-American, Boer, Boxer, ami Malkan conflicts. No ; 
| 


| great nation would risk a struggle among equals. 


In 1914, Hoover's understaniing of economics was still 
rudimentary, a crude mixture of popular theories plus deductions 
from h&s own experience. “e considered the profit system 
immutable. He thought of imperialism only as a tactic of. . 
capitalism, another name for colonial penetration; he did not 
recognize that imperialism -=- the mohopoly era of capitalist — 
development -- intensifed competition among the major nationse 
He clung resolutely to mid-Victorian mercantilist theories, 
disproved half a century before; he took for granted that 
untrammeled competition would assure lasting peace with . 
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In 1914, Hoover's understanding of economics was still | 
rudimontary, a orude mixture of popular theories plus deductions | 
from his own experienco. He considered: the profit system . 
immutable. He thought of imperialiam.only as a tactic of 
capitalism, another name for colonial penetrations he dia not 
recognize that imporlalism -- the monopoly era of capt alist 
development -= intensifiod competition among the major nationse , 
He olung resolutely to mid-Victorian meroantilist theories, | 
disproved half a century before; he took for Granted that 
untrammelloed competition would assure coor ol peace with ! 
mt satisfactory profits for all, at least for all who counted. 
But {Vulhisstubborn-certuinty;, free trude-evolved into 
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had boon divide, Gionstismagh tho-Giebeton no longer satisfied | 
the anbitions or tle noods of poworful rivals. a 
Despkte—tho ~accaloratod sacar obxess of the 2 
JOUNEST more aggressive, importalisns, the older capitalisns 
sell a & disproportionate share of the world's » JS 


resources and markets. The lateconers (with the exception of f 


“ 
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United States which st£1l had room for internal expansion) 


= speths. Fe “ 5 4y 940 Aiding, 
si hey for ff vedi.vision, ofthese Markets wore-net 
wttn wu 
Penistone te wwrtat Gach monopoly capitalism hungered insatiably 


for cheap raw materials, choap labor, and an enettheqmeiking 


; outlet for mass-production Goods, Faon sought super-profits to 


compensate for the disease gnawing at its vitals }” the disease 

of a falling rate of profite Existing markets could not be 
expanded rapidly onough, rex-coulttrew-marketse—be-oreated at 
Pade, to koop pace with tho rise in over-all productions ue Ae 
smntuce Lexy Seidsdofense against cpupebitieasweren major powex 
degan to close HS ou. frontiers to imports, and -to seal off 


colonies fron foreign producarse Groat Brita in particular 
te wall wr finned y wre : 
sought "preseehaen" fax tho Enpire; peo Engiish-capitaliem— 


depended on tho flow of profits from India and other: possessions) 
wl Wal dere A wal ‘ . 


nés<of competitors fo 
in the imporialist era, war was inevitable. The 
basic sonttaot Hee betwom Great Britain and Gormany v*” 
Oi He WIAA bd GO 
necessarilly -awebwed Svery othor European nation anxteovs—te 
du int . 
wien pudsorve its place in the inperialist sun. Sumktat 


Czarist Russia, wracked by a Remi-feudal oconony, saw war as 


an opportunity to grab new loot in the Orient and the Near 

East3 and war seemed to promise a_moans to crush the rising 2 
dium revolutionary discontyent of workers and peasants. 

France, Austro-Hungary, Italy could not permit the world to be 
reappeptioned without participating in the sottlement. Hoover 
erroneously thought capitalist competition concerned only 
private enterprisers4¢ if reaiity, nations fought for markets as 


part of their struggle for existence. 


oitey: * COVED of : 

In August 1914, Nemkooe, he recognized only the A 
superficial,. immediate causes <= the killing of Arohduke 
Verdinand, the wiolation of Belgian neutrality, the compulsions 


of alliances. Prom Dre Jordan and his own Quaker background, 


he had absorbed 3 good deal of the pre-war idealistio pacifism) 
7 Box bet 


glee the European fmeis when he wrote:"In this matter, most 
of us xho have worked xk for peace, in comin with the business 
men of Germany, mist confess our mistake. We trusted in the good 
sense of tho German people, to their industrial and cormorcial 
interests, to hold these noxious elements in chook as England 
and * ramce have held in check thein ow chauvanists and Jingooss., 
The German nation must receive its punishment for not guarding iti 
om liberty. It has entered into the altruistic ant complex 
Givilization of the 20th contury with its edged tools of var in 
the hands of the Hohonsollorns and the Pan-Germanists."* 
It-was~a~shooking-etate-of-affaire-for-those-who-sought 
tho. cause-of,war_not_ineconoxts_and-resultant-polttival-forces » 
wat-tHf thormmchinattons-oanasvidual ef Dr. Joman. approached 
all history in terms of porsonalitios, which led him into the mire 
‘of racism and’ inspired his bumbling diatribes against "evil" mene! 
His opinions influenced Hoover -- at least until the progress of 
« the’ war denonstrated the emptiness of Dr. Jomian's Hexplanations." 
Ironically, Hoover had helped 1 leah the war which : 
now anazed him. He had) hacen Sate ise e2t36,: 
f aeveiost raw naterials covetted vy every other monopoly mips 


t 


“* he had so one group of capitalists to the detriment of 
a oe he had strengthened the economy of “Modes ee its f 


pressed Hoover's first ymrapambinmax unperceptin |. 


capitalism had harnessed cheap labor to British eaugitiey a oo 


| 
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fierce exploitation, its violent contradictions. As mich as 
any other individual, Hoover was a 00g in the vast machine 
implacably grinding toward the final test of inpertettst 
sbrength -- the test of war. That Hoover was blind to his om 
role did not negate it. : : A 
At the outbreak, the conflict frightened hin. "I think: 
Itm broke,” he told a friend. "Of course, you understand I 
shatntt be in want the rost of my life. I can always earn my 
living vy enginecring consultation feos. But as for having 
anything ahead, so that I may retire in comfort, and do what 
I pleaso -- X guess thatts over."@ 
His panic did not Inst long. Almost immediately, he 
that war tought groater profits than poace, that his 
investments wero safo so long as capitalism endured. But for 
reasons of his om he continued the ¢Cramatic pose of having 


sufferec a financial set-back and_of deing uncertain whether 


-his personal fortune would survive, treswer. 


% 
Hoover spent. the summer of 1914 in london where he had 
roturned on business. As usual » he was accompanied by his 
family. But curing the crisis of European mobilization, his 
dusiness came to an abrupt if’ temporary halt. He had free 
time on his hands during the tumtltuous month when thousands of 
Americans from all over Europe hurried to London in the hope of 
getting passage to the United States. Tourists, businessmen, 
expatriates, summer students, artists jammed the U.S. Enbassy 
clamoring for xaxam rescue from the war sone. The vanks all over 


the continent closed their doors, refusing to honor letters of 


credit, American Express ami bankers notes, and paper currency -< 


cs 
even wealthy Americans, not to mention sumer travellers w 
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iow budgets, were without funds. In this energency, Hoover and , 


. others in the American colony organized "The ‘Comaittee of 
Americen Residents in London" to. give immediate relief 5 their 
countrymen. The committee, of which Hoover’ was chairman, scraped. 
together whatever gold it could find and set up offices an’ the 
ornate ‘Savoy Hotel where desperate bankers and penniless - 
families begged for loans -- most-of the applicants were able to 
offer ample security din’ America. Hoover passed on, the requests, . 
and soon nerged.his: group with similar committee set UP by the 
American Ambassador, Walter Hines Pages Two days after Great 
Britain declared war on Germany, the American Congress 
despatched theys/s Tennessee from New York City with $5 2000 ,000 
of private bankers! gold, $15 000,000 of gold coin, and a large 
staff of officials to expeds te the return of Amebicans to their 
homeland. ~ 

The Ambassador acted as honorary chairman, but Hoover 


- aid the actual executive work ami proved himself caln, efficient,’ 


and generous with his time. Prior to the arrival of the ; 
Tennessee, he and his wealthy colleagues advanced funds out of 
their own pockets to the better class of their stranded country- 
men, a service which involved no particular risk. Of the $4500 
xepemat loaned by Hoover's group,'.all but £208 $250 was repaid 
within the next month. When the Tennessee brought public funds . 
the harassed Ambassador turned over to the Hoover committee 
(now aided by American txbasuny and. army officials) the task. of 
providing Americans with transportation in and our of London, 
lodging, recreation, food, and finally passage to the United 
States. - , 
The scramble lasted several weeks. Me main problem was 
to secure trans-Atlantic passage space. Hoover sent a_committee. 


~ 


~186= 


representative to meet each incoming train from the continent, 
arranged housing for the arriving refugees, and provided tours 
- of London and other diversions to keep the travellers occupied 
While waiting for a boat. To facilitate handling, Hoover ordered : 
the applicants fmax divided into two groups: "Those who appeared | 
xhsowh absolutely respectable," were given passage as soon as 
space could be obtained; and "Those who soemed doubtfu2"® were 
herded together, escorted to the boat and handed their steerage 
passage home (to prevent trafficking in steamship tickets). 
To care for unaccompanied women, sxall chiddren, and invalide, 
Mrs. “oover organized a women's cormittee. = eg 
Hoover stabilized exchange at $5 to bl. He approvea 
. the publication of a daily meampapexptje newspaper, The American 


Bulletin, carrying useful information for the transients, news 
@ ". of home, instructions. The organization functioned smoothly, to 
the immense satisfaction of Ambassador Page. Criticisms canoe only 
from the few who expected special privilege and preferential 
treatmente . 
In a month, the emergency mmimt had ended. The conmittoe 
had provided relief for 3800 Americans ,nnd had arranged passagexfi 
for many thousands more. ‘Hoover's quiet ability created a most 


favorable impression. The *ngineering and Mining Journal, proud 


of the contribution of an engineer during the max emergency, 
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Glorified Hoover in a long article telling of his career and 

his accomplishments. "Being an American, Hoover has the sense of 

humor common to us all," The Journal declared, adding, "he still 

hides it under that grave exterior of his college days. He talks 

little, but he thinks mich, and straight to the point. Efficiency 


is his hobby and work his recreation."* Hoover's patience became 


@ something of a legend: a popular story circulated through London 


~~ 
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of his viene bembared <eeponse to a hunger striker who occupied 
his office seitmdansmist deotter steamship accommodations. For 
three hours, Hoover worked quietly at his degk while the lady 
starved. Then he leisurely ate a sandwich, and th hunger strike 
succumbed ahd accepted four shillings fax from Noover for a meal. 

The Cormittee wound up its affairs. Europe settled dom 
to ware Hoover arranged passage to the United States for himself 
and his family for the last week in Saphemmnim September. In a 
widely circulated statement, he urged the few of his caintrynen 


who remained in Europe to follow his example: "It is bag 


_ economics to consider thay an American traveller by spending mone; 


here is doing any good. He is consuming foodstuffs and increasing 


the difficulties of financial exbhange."> But first Hoover 


had to put his business interests in order. His initial fear 


of bankruptcy had been quickly dissipated. Investments in 
Russian 011 and minerals promised to boom. The Zino Corporation's 


cartel agreement with German producers created problens, but thert 


could be no doubt that the Corporation's stocks of zinc, copper, : 


and lead, no matter to whom they wore sold, would bring in a 
handsome profit. The Burma Corporation could anticipate uninteres 
rupted orders at high prices for utmost capacity production. Ever; 
pther project in which Hoover participated promised to benefit 
from the war demand. If hostilities ended abruptly, as Hoover 
was convinced they would, his companies would enjoy a brief 
doom; but the war did not halt, and every one ofhis major 
companies showed enormously increased earnings. As an American | 
neutral, Hoover made nbhey: despite high tammy taxes, despite 
his own persnnal expenditures during the period of Belgian relief. 
* 


The German armies struck at France through Belgium, whost 


yay ee er eee ee eee | 


pa neutrality the European powers had guaranteed to respeet. 
The invasion an and Pliances with France and Russia (™me Triple . 
Entente) ° provide the tuenhbebencense for tie British deelara- - 
tion of war mete again tho German and Austro-Hungarian 
ompires, and tended to oeal the far graver struggle for sania: 
markets and colonies. Germany was determined to break through 
econom.s "onoLrolement™ in: Europe vy annexing Belgian industry 
ahd resources, by wringing concessions and kribute fron : France 
and Russia, and by colonizing tho Balkans in accordance with the °. 
plan to link Berlin with the Near Yast. Further, Harope became © 
the battleground for colonial supremacy in Africa and Asia, with 
che Oornans resolved to force the Fnglish to disgorge at least 
a portion of their colonial empire. The Central Powers gambled 
on a swift war} tp- aay respooteay Belgian neutrality would have 
denayed “the hoped-for xoacdooamicdes Inookout blow against Frane/ 
Once “rance Was elimimted,; the ‘gemma Gormans could settle 
back to dostroy the huge, badly equippod, and poorly led Russia 
armies while keeping England at bay. For their part, the Allies 
depended primarilly on their hope of slowing up the Germans, o« 
iment waiting for the effects of attention’ the Kaiser's = 
war mantianes ig the Allies courdhang on logg enough, tho Corney : 
“ exmy could bo starvod out by the British Navy's blockade of th — 
North Sea. . 
Tne tiny kingdom of Belgium, proportionately the most 
densely populated and highly industrialized nation in the wor) 
was crushed betwoen ries a great imperialist camps. The Belg! 
amy could noty form nba. he powerful German | legions; yet, vocemss. | 
#8 British and ‘ rench promises of suppott, the 1 Belgians te 
resisteg. Their defense & painsb-aperesstor;y Witte tt ~tedenOt 
« Change-tlO~CnUrageer CM eNS Lar Par Gor Myer tariye Be Pew y 


wes 
= srovensuaiaal pues" the Intente, as allies of Bolgium, a -valuat 


; ee ~ he ra be bewweks US", 


propaganda asset, particularly in wir rege eee: 
Untsstadiomies “Moreover, the Heletansaacanwe derazen the Yorman 
armies 


and enabled the French to rally. sufficient forces to save Faris, 


owk to put ah end to tho German war of novenents. =e 


Cemmane—bo-nocopies—wate of noshtigns The Belgian stand dissipated 


the German hope of a short war in the West, and began the long 
“Allied process of starving out t-e enemys . 
. Belgium was the war's first and most appealing xhmhiom 
casualtye The econory of tho little country, overwhelmed by 
superior force, was complotoly disrupted. Tm poace, one-sixth of 
Belgiun's population tillod the rand, the Tarme;chomhigee, 
supplied only a quartor oftthe grain by the dense popula « 
tion and ‘kke at-eltoeimes tho Bolgions opanded on imports for 
at least half ‘af their total food supply. With the Germans taking 
over the peai cai systen, confiscating everything that mi ght 
be uséful to the’* arny, eatioyens oltics, inabheie-advanee, and 
terrorizing-the people, ‘Bolgian food reserves dwindled. The 
British blockade of tho North Soa cut zum Belgium from its 
usual “sources -of suppliese The danger of starvation mounted, 
and the Germans, thoroughly akarmod by the dlovkade; ruthlessly 
refused. to “sacrifice thety own supplies to provide for their 
victinse : 
Almost at-once, the-Anerican-committee in Brussels, 
(simtlar to the London committee to aid skiemtnuat stranded 
Americans ) ; transformed itself into a relicf organization for 7 
the oanital “odty of Belgium With the UeSe and Spanish ministert 
. ¥rand Whithdck and the Marques deo Villalobar as patrons, the / é 
Anertoan finanociors De Hoinenian, Willian Hulse, and Mallard Cn] 
‘Shaler joined wealthy Belgians to form the Comite Central de 


- 
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de Secours et dtAlimentation. Ernest Solvay, the richest man — 
in Belgium, was naned president, and Enile Franqui, active iiremn | 
director of Belgium's greatest private bank, was his principle 
co-workers Franqui, it will de’ recalled, had joinea noores and 


Moreing in the Chinese Engineering and Mining Wonpany and had * 
played a leading role in the financial combine that er 
the Kaiping properties in 1901. The American members of the - 
wrmrbatoming reliof committee had long been residents of Belgium 
and had large holdings in Belgium corporations: Shalep was 
interested in Congo gold and diamond mines; Hulse and Heineman 
had close connections with conplaskec. thab-doutt=premneitey 
with German industrialists. - ~ 

Thexeocmnt Conité's desire to prevent mass starvation 
washot, oneotweby. motivated, by humanitarian considerations. The, _ 
financial position of its leaders, American and Belgian alike, 
was threatened the moment, the German armies entered Belgium, — 
not so much by German depredations as by the likelihood that: 
invasion and destruction sais lead to unrest. Such possible \ 
turmoil could too readily be accompanied by the destruction of 
property not already razed by German guns-Hunger and privation 


. could ledd to an upsurge of revolutionary 

fervor among workers and peasants. It was highly probable that 

the invaders might consider internal chaos in Belgiun sufficient 
condone stringent 

provocation to gmenge countér measures: the Germans needed 

machinory, raw materials, and industrial aia paent of all 


descriptions, and they might welcome & ready-made excuse 
indiscriminately to-seize preperty. The bankers and industrialists 
of Belgium, and their foreign backers, kmew that German - 


appropriations ease be at their expense. 
. The Comite had the backing of the U.S. Minister, ‘Brand . 


- om 
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Whitlock, whe: Saale, only to relieve’ the sufforing of the 
Belgian people. And since the Germans hoped to offset Brighsh - 
propaganda in thé United States, they had no desire to 
antagonize Whitlock; they therefore Agroed to the Comité's 
request for permission to import foodstuffss ond pledged’ further 
that the occupatden authorities would not requisition ‘aa : 


ingerts. Once tho Germans had approved A tentative agreenent 
forBolgéan-preegyioning, Mallard Shaler, and bugh Gibson, 
first seorotary of the U.S. Legation, hurried to London. {he 
Anexioun_noutvele-they-had-groaton-1iber'ey-o mt tian 
enbers-of—the~Cortté. ) Thas iwocuen delegation, 
a qnnih tena og Kore ied abit i metaha curt during ar ee tee ere of Septenber, 
1914, 3 Seeking Titien pomitgaion tonmirtp food through the . 
blockade. © . 3 
Hoover's mining friend, Edgar Rickard (a membor of the 
“ondon comnittoo Joe-hety-anenteme-return hige) intweducéd 
Shaler to Hoover. After a brief disoussion, Hoover hurriod 


- Shalor. to Ambassador Pages The combined efforts of Shalor, 
RAY 


pawn 
2 Pase, Gibson, wrk Hoover, managed to extract from the British - 


"KSotuetant Aanont bo-the pmopesal engi te Comité be-esaewel ~ 
to buy food in London and ship it through Holland to Brussels. 
However, the British imposed the condition that shipments must 
be made in the nane of Ambassador ‘age and consigned to #4 nister 
Whitlock, withathowprentse taat these neutal-offrotenrwowld- 
Qiicantee that none of the imports would fall into Gorman 
handse Page saeneabenamteTacbope tie stipulation, though he 
: had first to ask Washington for authority. Aftor a short delay, 
President Wilson cabled his approval. 

; To handle Belgaan relief, Page and the Spanish 


ambassador to England sot up a sean Cormission with thenselvos, 


A 


4 


| 
| 


cle. 0 O, ee 
Vhatlook, and the UeS. minister to Holland as honorary chattel 


veo 
_ To,savry-tiiieie the sotial wepk, Page persuaded Hoover to ° aka 


the mincixmonx executive chairman, with O1ba0n, Rickard, Shaler, 


and sonamoax othors working with hime ' 

— saeae Despite the immensity ‘of the o inky Hoover welcomed 
ris homepoets For at loast four years, hé-had been sageehy 
thinking of entering "some job of public service." Belgian 


_reliof would introduce hin to the Arerican public gracefully, ramd 


undcr-thesieet CaverabigrciTometarcpegmat as.a charitable ard 
humane sum statesman. Seemingly, Hoover had beon fortunate to 
be such an oxalted” post, - tre ; 
no secend of pudlic BOYVLCO except for hos vriet six eet 
chairman of the committoo (tO01d Amey TCEER, NObUTTTHHONe » But 
like all successful nen, Hoover had always been nen blossed with 
what is so casily dismissed as "luoke” Ho couild-be-conetterod 
lucky to have ontered Stanford as a menbver of the Pionoer Class 
at a time whon tho college was without tradition or snobbish 
social barriers. He had been lucky tw® that Janin had exployeé 
him and later had recommended him to Bewiok, Moreing & Coe He 
had beon lucky to have participated in the Sons of Gwalia ‘ 
deal in mustradiag to have boen sent to China just at the moment 
when the Boxer Kebellion made possible the purchase of the 
Kaiping propestiess: He had boon lucky to have ‘Vossen’ partner 
ee Bowick,Moroing,at $0 young an age, ona He had deon lucky 

in‘ «hk various promotion schenes wade had made him a rich mane. 


He ‘had been lucky to have written books that won him praise, - 
- ( . 
ry to have built a roputation for shrewdness, alortness, - 


efficiency, and capability. But tas suctess could hardly be 
explained nerely by attibuting biaupes to luck. Hoover had 
tye driving power and capacity to take full advantage of overy 


opportunity. He had the porception to know what he wanted and 


oa li i eatin ae 
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' how to go abe gotting ‘Ate’ ‘His reuarkable career could not ve 
al Lan 


: recognizod leader in his profession and a figure in the 
‘cormoreial world. He had won high academic honors. Ho had 


eee 
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a 
dismissed as 3 tho result of a "nappy faculty of deing A : 
around at the proper monent at the proper place: he earned his 
way with onergy and oxtraordinary ability. tr he missed one 
chance, ho took advantage of tho noxte His "luck" was the 
result of Onergy, 4ntolligence, driving effioiency, and an alert- 
ness to sho main chances ‘ 

No Anorican was better. prepared to head Belgian reliof. 
Hoover had spent over fiftcon years amassing a personal. fortune 
that gave him ‘independonce to aovote hinso tb public worke 
Ho had wide exporienco in international eunanony i Ho was an 

014 hand at organization and adninistration, ieee 


tact, decision, and lovel-hoadedness a& chairman of the “ondon 
CORNY comittoo. “dnd natea—Lfeveradlo—impresston—on moet. 
people mhom-hehot_ret_in.business.e In choosing Horbert Hoover, 
Anbvassador Fage made a wise seloctione 

W412 Liwin, Hoover's porsonal- friend and worahtpful 


biographer, a price the morning after she Page 


came aden to breakfast "with his accustomed 
nion -= pleasantly sober. — 
ch REAR RE REX We wore alone in tho dining rooms He 
bade me goodmorning, pourod ami sweetened his coffoo, looked 
up, and «= 

"iWell, let the fortune go to hell,! he said. 

"In that phraso was bom the Commission ‘for Roliof 
in Belgium. : folt then, I know now, that 2 had witnossed a 
significant monont in historye 5 

: "Hoover spont that day in winding up his atratxe:® Xeschn 

Irwin xemeshenet related. "He “renounced, as of date, all his. 
engineering £ foes ° resignea f fron all his a ae paid exeoutive 


a eee - mo ~ = 


- hectic monthg@ which followed, he helped secure their election 


can as is most Toe renee? so that after the war 
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2 ie 
jobs, surrendered the commoroial "good=will which he had been 


building up for fifteen years. To his associate engineers he 
dqid: 'I give you the business'; and as time served in the 


to his” vacaht place an directorates or companies. - «Some of his. 


fellow-directors of foreign nationality took this decision harde 


He was an American; what bustiness had he in the war. Hoover gave 
his grave chuckle; and in one of his concentrated moods buckled 
down to the dig Jov."7- ae : 

Irwin had a feeling for the romantic. No, doubt Hoover 
peiuaeely frotted over his "fortune" -- he seemed to think the 
Goleful idea of his imminent bankruptcy somehow ennobled hime 
But frwin! s dramatic account of how Hoover a er all his 
personal interests temmekers the day after his appointment was 
not wnoljy accurate. Throughout 1914 and all of 1915, Hoover's” 
mame appeared 

on at léast thirteen. boards of directors 

of privatesculnanies g Not until 1916 aid he vegin to withdraw, 
and even then he held on to his directorship in the Burna 
Corporation. At the 1915 memihmgx annual meeting of the Zino 
Gaupcsakicn: for example, F.&. Govett told the stockholders: "I 
think the first ‘three months of war was spent by H.C. Hoover 
and myself in @ continuous study of this zinc position with a 
view to finding other outlets, and in consideration of the 
question of the erection of smelting works hereseeet” To the 
annual meeting of the Burma Corporation, held the day after 
Christmas, 1914, Hoover sent voluminous noses on technical 
developments at the mines, which the chaiman read to the 


stockholders. Hoover wrote: "We are going Slowly during the period 


of the war. We are expending our energies upon G@evelopnent in 


depth, solving metallurgical problems and designing such 


ae 


« 


we 


%, fore desire to. build slowly but securelys"® 
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we may plunge straight ahead. ..We are in this business for the 
profit: Which we shall make from the metals we produce, and there-= 

The notion that Hoover would abandon his investments 
just because he had taken on a new job was Zantastic. He was 

: neither a dreamer nor a fool. True, as he became more and more 
involved in Belgian relief, he participated less actively in 

: Cautiously, with a good deal of foresight, he 
vegan to turn over his takers interosts to his brother 
Theodore. When in 1916, he Sinally resigned from various doards 
of directors, he aid ney, eel his ahare holdings. To throw 
away a handsome income and his part in the handsome profits 
the companies were making was unthinkable for Hoover, just as 
such quixotic action would have been unthinkable for any other 
sane investor, wibiteiatinetrtereste. 

For the next two and one half years, Hoover devoted 
his energy and talents to Belgian provisioning maou respite. 
Ambassador Page was fond of telling about the first “discussion 
of the project held in his office. Page insisted that some One® Mx 
man == a neutral and preferably an American must take respon- 
sibility for the whole organization. "Hoover, you're IT$" Page 
announced. According to Page's anecdote, Hoover said nothing, . 
but glancing at the clock, silently left the room. He returned 

f after several minutes. "Hoover, why did you get up and leave 
so abruptly?" the Ambassador demanded. Hoover supposedly 
replied, "I saw by the clock that there was an hour left vefore 
the Exchange closed in New York. So I went out and cabled, 
buying several millions of bushels of wheat -- for the 
Belgians, of course." 
+ 


The Lask of provisioning an entire nation proved 


-196- 2 : 
formidable. "It is difficult to state the position of the . 


civil population of Belgium without appearing hy sterical," Hoover 
5 wrote in one of his reports. "I do not know that history 

presents any parallel of a population of seven ‘million people 

surrounded by a ring of steel and utterly unable vy any | 


conceivable effort of their own to save thenselves.#20 


With 
his passion for efficiency, Hoover reorganized the sprawling 
committees that had sprung up during the: first months of war, 
consolidating agencies and defining the functions and 
jurisdiction of eache After some tentative shifts ? Hoover and 
his assistants decided to eliminate any specific reference to 
sponsorship in the title; of=bee-ergentktaem tho wore 
“American” was dropped to avoid antagonizing any possible 

: supporter, and the OS Stebel cnttinedesd gretrortteiattre 

as provision’ tna relief organigation became simply "The Commission 

for Relief in Belgium," soon to be known by its initials, the 

CeReB. The Solvay-Franqui Ea Saeitess pees expanded to 

. serve me, renaming itself the Comité National. 

: The C.ReBe enlisted as diplomatic sponsors the Spanish and 
American ambassadors in London, the kutmkix Dutch, Spanish, and 
American misisters in Brussels, the Ambrican minister at The 
Hague, and the american ambassadors to Germany and France. 

But actual responsibility was vested in Hoover. Without 
further delay, he sent Millard Shaler and another American, 
Captain lacey, to Rotterdam to receive incoming shipments and : 
to route these as speedily as possible into Belgiun. Once the 
supplies xnximmip arrived at their destination, the Belgian 

ane Comité took over the task of distribution. ; 

The problem of prok&sioning a blockaded nation, occupied 
by a hostile army, raised innumerable difficulties. But Hoovers 
singleness of purpose, his resourcefulness, his unshakeable 
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determination did not falter during the next trying years. 


Despite the vast complexities == physical, Giplomatic, 
organizational -- he maintained a steady flow ot & 


oe Chaltwrn i 
000seStias 


| 
into Belgium, and by the suzmer of 1915, into the German occupied | 


provinces of Northern France. He surrounded himself with 


x 


Srmerig be. Uanal 
volunteers, Sieays praference fea engineers, and Heaning heavily 


on Californians -- a quarter of the CsR.B. staff came from his 


adopted state, half of then Stanford graduates. He appointed 


his friend and booster, Edgar Rickard, former editor of a 


mining 


“Journal in San Francisco ani later in London, to handle all 


C.ReBe publicity. Rickard answered the now familiar quéstion 

of "Who's Hoover?" Se 

_ aboutatheabadit f-cheraoter;~ara-self=effacing 

devotions -of>the-ma: oharge-ofethe-Comm rsienmticerer 

knew Elaatalue~of-pubaiokby, believing that the personal touch 
firs dice Pmt, HHeertr 

merpes re public supports andmho—ciee—lerorr tiTe” Taporoence 


drpToomobanily As 
Erv ecres a show of stygring reticence,,Rickard exploited Hoowom!'s 


fame—lor-matacy unassuming modesty and his zmunt-pededey 


proclaimed anxiety to estape public notice, so~bhmebelloover-wase 
eoon-renomed=ammmeh-for Nis Uoxtreto-remain-anonymous-(thexe 


t6~no-bettor-prn-method-of wel Lingaa tbeation-bo-onels—virmes? 


a 


as much as.forbia-numanitarionism, ~pis—organizgtional.. 


abslitiy,—and-hiswrritionty «S8-arw administrators Within the 
h As ; Han Eil 
CoR.Be, he won ,devoted loyaltyrfrdm tose on the executive level 


to the youngest field worker. He was the acknowledged leader 


of a great crusade. 


C.Ritaproyees frvtereten were paid a pittance, se" 


coneq uence, most of the staff were men of independent means 


or young college graduates from well-to-do families. They 


were ardently American in outiook’ thereasingly promAlly as . 


the war progressed A though they were warned, and on the whole 


‘ shipping problems, tho groatest part of the purchasos were 
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| 
they h » to wepmess their synpathies(So as not to - | 
interfere with thahy worke They were an enthusiastic ot ay | 
the-OsRvBt- Fe - imbued with a college-boy fervon, ane 
diaplaying-an—intemnse satisfecvion-tr- tein mtestions” Toward 
Hoover, xkegucn "The Chief," they expressed & worshipful aves 
Ho was the opitome -- self-sacrificing, sweetly charitablo, «Wt 
noble beyond compare. . 

The British ruled that all C.R.B. supplies mist be 
purchased in neutral countries, despatched from and delivered to 
noutral ports, and carried dx neutral dottoms. Hoover persuaded 
the British to rolease 10,000 tons of grain bought” in London 
during the first days of relief oporations} thorenceforward, all 
purchasos mrasebo made abracd <= ani because of distance and 
ty 
made—in tho United Statos, to the profit of American wholosalors 
ami jJobbors. Hoover neturarry Lxvored” tho firme-he-Wnene—e, 
was sometimes accused of Xamnxbthamx discriminating against 

Mussue . 
the smallor jevbens, of throwing businoss to friends and 
business acquaintances. But like any other businoss man 
with huge orders to place, he netumekiy preferred to deal 
wit Sth knew or with whom ho nae vdeon associated in some 
former transaetion. 

His task-was onormous. He rust find vessels: to trans- 


port cargoes in tho face of a wing shortage of ships. He 


blovkade, and with the Gemans for irmunity from submarine 
attack. “e must assure spoedy unloading at Rotterdam, safe 
despatch to Belgium, and equitable distribution. He mist 

arrange to finance the huge business in tho face of German 


{ 
| 
must arrange with the British for safe passage through the | 
| 
{ 
| 
unwillingness to let money leave Belgium, and Allied m& | 


pe eee rere 
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determination to prevent money from entering Belgium. He 


mus®% deal with countAbas officials of varying allegiances and 
nationalities, and he mist convince the British thit the 
denetes “av not penofity “ens the Oormane that the Allies gained 
nothinge He rust prevent local graft. He mst 
ain@lation inside Belgium. He mst assure a 

steady arrival of supplies in thousands of ocommnitios disrupted 
by war, with uncertain ‘transportation, with red-tapo and 
bureaucracy all-embracing.e He did tho job and he did it well. 
What is more, he thoroughly enjoyed it. 

The erroneousx notion existed that Belgian provisioning 
was financed by kh private o ntribations, mostly Amorican, and 


was handed out froe to tho starving population. The OoRBe . 


Nunctioned far aifforently- Juring the period from Novernber 
1914 to August 1919, the Commission fed and partially clothed 
9,600,000 people in Belgium and Northern France, at a cost of 
$925,000,000, far beyond the capacity of private chatity. 
Yess than six percent of all funds came from individuals or 
private organizations (of which tho American people subsoribed 
about one £4fth). Yeo Pinaneane was—lewgety dependert, on grants 
from the Belgian government which had riod to le Havre, fnom 
Rumagex and faen eubventions| ky" the British am French, 
gareuments. After 1917, all financing was assiumod by the 
United Sthukam States *yoasurye 

Moroover, the Dutch contributed free of charge the use 
of harbors, canals, railroads, telographs, and telephone; the 


“Gormans reduced freight ratos and remitted canal tolls and 
custom duties in the occupied territories. All belligerents me 


made concessions for the carriage of C.RB. mails, recuded 


censorship rogulations on communications, ami provided trans~ 


, “ 
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portation for commission members. Hoover could doast of a fantas- 


tically low monetary outlay nfixfind Snpencentn for administrative 
and operating expenses. The C.RB. overhead of 0.45 percent 
did not include the donated services. : 

Irwin recalls Hoover remarking in 1914: "Some swine, 
when this thing is over, is probably going to accuse us of 
graft. I want to be ready for him. So I'm going to pay 21 ny 
expenses out of my own pocket. "21 He retained tmcoexmocht oon 
auditors to keep a careful mhenk and constant check on C.RoB. 
bdookse And whereas the announced C.ReBe overhead did not truly 
reflect the cost of operation, the care exercised in handling 
financial transactions -= and Hoover's meticulous refusal to 
accept any compensation, even for his travelling expenses ~=- 
were above reproach. ; . 

Supply boats flew the small, red-and-white, trianfular 
flag of the C.R.Be, and were conspicuously marked with hs 
bamners and other identification to prevent air and submarine 
attacks. Food and clothing wore unloaded at Rotterdam, snammsbtppe . 
transshipped by tail and canal to Belgiun where the Gonité 
National took charge. “he Comité divided its territory into { 
districts (one for each of the nine Belgian provincés), into 
regions,and finally into communal uhits, some 5,000 in all. - 

In 1915, a similar arrangement was set up in Northern France to 
care for an additional 2,000 occupied communities. The population, 
on presenting ration cards at local depots, could buy their 
share of food and clothing. The profit from Comité sales -= and 
there waa satisfactory profits -= went into a general fund to 
finance aid to the destitute, soup kitchens, chéldren's homes, 
and other charities. Hoover conducted the C.R.B. as a cormertéal 
enterprise -- he called it "the biggest chain store on xoxmmiiax 
recon. 12 Bvenjionatea supplies arriving on "relief ships" were 


treated as ordinary deliveries and disposed of in the same 


mannere e 
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* re PO | 
The Comité handaéd distribution, but the C.R.B. 
a careful check, onealswectivitben. Forty C.R.B. representatives 
patrolled Belgium: their task was notmewty to make sure that 
DasuTan 
Sood and clothing wore equitably allotted, 


gupe-that no part of the imports fell into Gemon hands, amd 


pat reguiations imposed by the belligerents, vercepubrOtited. 

The Comité set up its om grain mills and warehouses -= these 

had to be carefully supervised. Of course, cases occurred of 
individuals and small groups within Belgium cheating the smmithj 
Comite, oungeting C.R.B. supplies ‘to the Germans, and over- 


charing; but such instances were few compared with the immense 

volume of commddities handled. The greatest danger to tho C.R.B. 
@ was that each case of dishonesty gave the German or Allied 

governments a frevh excuse to end provisioning. Hoover managed 

to avoid, this final disaster: whenever one of the belligerents 

announced its dacision to abrogate agreements with the C.R.B. 

(ana this happened frequently), Hoover managed to get rid of bas 


the abuse and to force the delligerenets’ to contime sae . | 

with C.R.B. by threats of public wrath in the United States. 
Crises vbetwoen the C.R.B. and the belligerents 

occurred with discouraging meimya regularity -- but only a few 


of the incidents seriously endangered the existence of the 


‘ provisioning OPER TR YtOns the first flared early in 1915, a. 


few months after hostitlities cormenced. The C.R.B. had been 


granted semporary authority by the British: during a discussion 
- with Lloyd George, then Chancellor of the Exchequer, Hoover was 


suddenly conrronted by the unwillingness of the extremist 
@ faction within the Britis military command to continue C.R.B. 
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This group charged that Belgium was reoleting more food than 
needed to kedp the population alive, and that the German wag 
effort was being strengthoned by the flow of .imports. Lloyd 

George argued that if shipments to Belgium were stopped, the 


Germans would be forced to provision the population (an mach gate 
obligation, Lloyd George pointed out, under international law). 
He reasoned that once the Yermans had to draw on their food 
reserves, the war would be brought home more sharply to the 


x 


German peoples 
° "X pointed out," Hoover wrote in a lenghhy report of 

tha conversation,"that, first, as to the requisitioning of feed, 
the Germans had given an undertaking that after the first of 
January no such requisition would be made...eami informed him 
[ra0ya YVeorge| that nex we were satisfied from the many agents - 
that we had in Belgium that the Germans wero carrying this out 
with ‘the utmost scrupuloushgss. I further informed him that the 
Germans had impressed none of our actual food. Also, I stated 
that I dia not believe that the feeding of the civil population 
increased the resources that they [tne Germans| had available 
for money levieseecee _ 


"On the second point, as to whether the Germans would 


ultimately provision the civil population, I told him that I 


was satisfied that they would not do so; that when we Ltne 
C.R.B.) undertook this labor we undertook it with the greatest. 


reluctance ami our first move was to satisfy ourselves that 


this population would starve unless Anericayd interfened and~ | 
converted the hitherto negative quality of neutrality into one of 


”" positive neutrality; that as proof that the Germans would not > 


provision the civil population, I thought it was desirable that 


he should understand the German view on this quostion, and I 
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recited to him the confirmation by the German military of the 
current statement in Gernany that there was no clause in the 
Hague convention obliging the Germans to provision the civil 
population of Belgium; on the contrary, it dncoidentally provided 
that the civil population should shpport the military. pointed 
out that starvation had actually occurred in Belgium; that? . 
some, though perhaps little, riot had occurred, dut sufficient to 
indicate the fixity of the Ytermans in their intention...and I 
expressed the conviction that the Germans would never feed the 
civil. population." . 

‘Moya George denounced the Verman attitude as monstrous. 
Hoover replied,."Be that as it might, one matter stood out in 
my mind, and that was that the Inglish people had undertaken this 
war for the avowed purpose of protecting the existence of small 
nations, of vidicating the guaranteed neutrality by which small 
nations might exist, for the avowed purpose of guaranteeing to 
the world the continuance of Gemocracy as against autocracy in 
government." The arguments impressed-Lloyd George, anxious to a 
cultivate prowAllied opinion in the United States. The Minister 
abruptly told his colleague: "I am convinced. You have my 
permission. I would be obliged if you gentlemen would settle asl 
details of the machinery necessary to carry it out.” He added, 
"Te world would yet be indebted to the heerican peopie for the 
most magnanimous action which neutrality has yet given way to.t8> 

A year and a half later, Hoover faced a similar struggle 
with the German govemment. He had gone to Berlin in the early 
summer of 1916 on C.ReBe dDusiness, to demand that the native 
crop of Northern France be reserved for the civil population 
(as 1t wasZ in Belgium), and further, that Dutch foodstuffs be 
allowed into occupied areas. The Geman authorities questioned 
the whole idea of the C.R.B., using the British arguments in 


=204=. 


reverse; the military command suspected that provisioning 
helped the British. Again Hoover pleaded and fought; again he. 
used the weapon of American public opinion, and again he was 
successful, not only in saving C.R.Be, but also in extracting 
German promises mat to admit some Ditch food, and to reserve a 
darger sharo of the 1916 French crop for civilian consumption. 

Neither the Germans nor the Allies ever finally made 
up their minds whether provisioning strengthened them more than 
their foes. The C.R.B. gave the Germans assurance of an orderly 
vase in Balgium.. Imports of food certainly eased occupation 
probdlens, no matter how the Germans and Hoover denied this fact. 
By preventing starvation, the C.R.B. impeddéd the rise of 
radicalisn throughout Belgium, and provided a deterrent fo a 

The provisioning program 

widening enthusiasm for mom socialism. ioe thet cost the Germans 
xx little; it had propaganda value because it dramatized the 
severity -- and from the German point of view, the barbarity -= 
of the British blockade. The vastg shipments to Belgium cut into 
the number of boats available to the British for the transporta-~ 
tion of desporately needed munitions and food. Indirectly, the 
CeR.Be lent effectiveness to submarine warfare. 


For just these reasens, the british opposed the C.R.B. 


= 


- But conversely, Allied arguments to continue: feeding the Belgian: 
were also weighty -- and aroused German misgivings. The Allies 
realized the propaganda value of the C.ReBe; since the Belgians 
had resisted German aggression, the British did not want to be 
accused of deserting an ally. The propaganda disadvantages of 
the blockade could be overcome by making a show of anxiety 
over the fate of "innocent civilians" in occupied territories. 

“@.R.B. feeding reinforced the Allied plea that they were 
fighting in defense of derocracy and the integrity of small 


nationse As a dulwark against socialism in Europe, the CRB. 
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helped guard Allied investments -- it would be folly to defeat 
German only to crush capitalism in Europe. Food helped preserve | 
Belgian alleigance to the Allied cause, fortified Allied | 
4nfluence. Finally, C.R.B. agents often provided useful 
information on conditions behind the German lines. ° 

The British, however, bore the heaviest load of 

financing the xxrax C.ReB. Moreover, by allowing Belgian food 
gmports, the British helped preserve the health of tle Pelgian 
population which could then be better exploited for the German 
war effort. But the Germans objected that the Selgian wren 


| 
i 
| 
| . fed were encouraged to defy the occupation command and to 
j commis aabobage. 
i In the last eneaeata: neither campd of belligerents 
dared takewthre=respiiistbrttty=wf forbiddwmg the C.R.B. to 
function. “et Hoover was constantly bedevilled by German or 
British provocations intended to discourage C.R.B. activities, 
and was constantly embroiled with one side or the other in 
controversies over details. xax As the war progressed, nro to “ 
transport supplies vecame ever harder to charter. Some C.R.Be . 
/ Seips were sunk by mines, others by submarines, still others : 
were confiscated by the British. Hoover had to propitiate the 
German military anda civil authorities in Belgium, enforce 
agreenents, preserve priviloges won in the past. But no matter 
how delicate the situation, Hoover handled 1t calmly, sommehsax 
tenaciously -=- the proof of his ability was the xmim survival 
of thé C.R-B. When the United States.entered the war, his role 
ended: but C.R.B. was handed over to Spanish and Dutch 
sponsorship, and relief continued. After the 1916 armistice, 
~ Hoover again Save C.R.B. his personal attention. 


At the start of the war, Hoover was fairly neutral in 


=, om —— — 
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attitude. To hin, the conflict appeared wasteful, foolish, 


\ : . 
- 4nd above all, dangerous to civilization. It expressed European 


futility, which was fortum tely no direct concern of the 


United States. He welcomed his work with C.R.B. -+ as an 


American he would help preserve some remnant of world sanity. He 


fexummzt dreaded anarchy, radicalism, socialisn - == the legacy of 


war. He feared the spectre of hungry, angry mods, misled by 


domagogues who blamed capitalism for war and tex traduced the 


profit-making verities Hoover lived by. , 


4 


Ass the war. continued, his attitude changed. Increas- 


| 
| ingly, he desired an Allied victory, perhaps because his 
dealings with the Germans were more difficult than with the 
Allies, who merely granted the CoRBe pemideedon to pass through 
= the blockade, put up the money to Sinance the organization, and 
: were not forever involved in day-by-day details of administra- 
tion. After 1915, as the Germans! expectations for victory: 
grew less assured, their suspicions orc. ReBe mounted; more 
and more, they were tempted to withdraw previously granted : 
7 authorizations and.to demr at every new C.R.B. request, irrita= | 
ting Hoover by their repeated tricks to use sondch provisioning di. 
as an aid to their war effort. Tex military and occupation 
spokesmen were arrogant and arbitrary. Hoover had been closely 
associated with the British since 1900 -- hoe knew their methods; | 
he had. friends in high places, he spoke their lagguage, he 
understood their temperament. he Germans were strangers = theds 
over-solicitous frierfliness too often gave way without warning 
to an aloof superiority and arrogance, hard to predict and 
harder to work with. — 
pus Hoover gradually understood tint the United States 
~ eduld not stay out of the conflict. The stakes were too high -= 
8 
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American interests rere dound up too intimately with Allied 


- a : . : 7 bs s 
success, and were too gravely threatened by German -ascendenpy 


in Europe. The German government, with its inept, even insulting 
propaganda, seemed antent on drawing Anericagl into the war 

on the side of the ALLLos~ Subharine warfare » no matter how the 
Gernans justified it, ee losses. to Amorican shipping ao 
American lives. The sinking of the Lusitania and the execution 
of Nurse Baith Cavell released a storm of indignation against 
German inhumanity and "schredWlichkeit", ‘affecting Hoover as it 
affected the majority of Americans. German policy of deporting ” 
Belgian and Frerich civilians shocked him -- the Germans acted 
toward their victims as xing though white civilians were 


ree ersimas treet hegmmme no better than the Chinese. 


codlies Hoover had transported into slavery in Africa. of oe 


He concluded that the United States must exercise its 
enormous power and“its altruistic passion for a peaceful world |, 
to prevent a German victory. The debacle in Europe weakened 
the atthority of decent men: the price of war must not be 
revolution by which the "deril!s poor" seized power. Hoover had -. 
learned in college, and he had xekt re-learned during his years 
in the Orient, the need to guard t§je capitalist world against ~ 
the ever-present menace. of what Mrs. Stanford had ‘called "the 
lowest and yilest elements of socialism."24 Mme United States 


alone could exercise themoral leadership. to tai the war to : 


a rapid and satisfactory end, ami to supervise bine peace ye 
eesure, ee peeseryavion red the Gescere ese 
cpeieatn new puma profit system ae. 


the moberule of socialism. Having convinced himself, Hoover 


exerted his growing influence to bring about immediate and 


full-fledged American intervention. = - : ri 


* 


: As head of the C.R.Be, Hoover directed an extra - 


ae ee ee ee _— een ae 
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* governmental organization whioh in somo respects stood above | 
established governments. Ho became a skilful diplomat, a shrewd : 
nogotiator, with a-knowlodge of how to ocmpromise ani how to. 
stand adamant when he had tho strength to wine His cause | 
was noble in a world overwholned by brutishness. His self-. -! 
confidence oxpandeds he spoke with authority -- he vegan to ; | 
denand public support of tho CoReBe, not to Sveaa Lor ite ' 
He emphasized tho "duty and responsibility" of Americans to 
contribute to his organization. "Ihave no pationce with those 
who appeal only to the emotions,” he announced. "The man who 
is swayod by his emotions is unually a man of small pocket a 
books Help wo noed from all classes, but. our main appeal mist 
be made to the mon who have nade America what it is, the big 
constiuctive rien, the nen or brains and woalth."2© He 

re eer 
Lecerred—ape anerioan financiers, tho weal thy 
ant Privilege thmsaw W020, vank accounts proved their ; 
intollectual loadorships Hoover-hadwourned—hke-TiEnt-Wteetare 
he-had-proved~hie~om-supertority-by Takinge & 4 
Lo seein! and ho had proved his virtue by his cereale eh ene 
Pa {CRebento his subsequent pena eae ho ener orata ae . 
acniatterof-sourso that he gr eee pro ject = wes | 
asseekabed vith x erga oe his ©. = rgmrcerapee SS . 
pogrom tas he Soba voli capest is ap apoio =e 3 
: anfbesas tobe eho iteraa RS Ghee Fate | 
: . _ Of SITEROSO , onany-MSVERORE, RESET. % O m2iengo w "The Chtef* 
. vase challonge te morality itself; to disagree with him was 


to disagree with nants nignese asp ray Wogcvens 


oe CoReBe preve pireal Goodness. totalmente 


~procleiing=t-tgthe-mesid. He was applauded evorythere, 
aes 
the eade of nations, ie cnt. vy the multitudes. He gloried in 
tidbte, to des audited modesty, Proud of his refusal to SOmePE, finanosal ” 


a 
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conpemmation for his time, his energy, his personal expenditures. 


His only reward was fame, honor, power, glory, heaped on | 


him without stint. 
* On his -return to the United States in 1917 to enter - 
. found himself | 
the. war administration, he & prophet in his own country. 
Brown, Princeton, Pennsylvania, Harvard universities honored 
him with degrees. He was elected to the Canadian acaoegte 


jnstatute, and decorated by the French government ae ths sia 


Th Legion of Honor. Ambassador Page urged President Wilson to 
find a place for Hoover in the State Department. "Life is worth 
nore, too, for knowing Hoover," Page wrote the President. 

"But for him Belgiun would now be starved » however generously 
peoplemay have given food..-He's a spas, modest, energetic 
man who began his caroer in California ana wild send 4t in 
@ Heaven, and he doesn't want anybody's thanks." Page described 
Hoover at forty-two as "a man of considerable fortune-- less | 
than when the war began, for the relief work has cost him 
much. « sHe Nas approached on behalf of the British Government 
with the suggestions that if he would become a British subject, 
the Goverrment would be pleased to give him an important 
executive post, and wit the inference that if he succeeded 
a title might await him. His answer was, 'I'll do what * can 
for you with pleasure; but I'll be damned if I'll give up 
my American citizenship --not on your life.!"27 ge London f 


Nation considered Hoover "the biggest man who has emerged 


on the Allied side during the war."28 qne New York World 
declared, "It is a place unique in history that Mr. Hoover 
has made; he has made that place for himself without reward 
either of goods or titles bys..simply doing the thing that 
@ needed to be’ done and saying, 'Come, let us do it, 1nro The - 
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Secretary of the Interior, Franklin K. Lane, judged Hoover 
"the incarnation of the spirit of American desire to helg a 


the yorla."20 


re) 
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soctsemmot Anerican an “opinion! oon Fstory” Striluaiepeyrodnan 


seamed to-snace-the Unteda-statoa!-posktaay °- Phe Ui UsS. State ~ 
Arm 44 
Department had _notshorgoy Sorman¥''s hostile attitude during the 


t. 
Spanish-American naxpinanx, war, ‘secmmanyte pagerness to break into 


the South American and ‘Far Eastern, markets. Gora ndustrial’_ 


progress rivallgd American -~ saa with victory, Germany Ga: ho. . 


hads 


& Gangerous imperialist rivalf more dangerous: than Ewenee or- England. 
By investment, sympathy, ard=headed | teckoning otters at smd, 


the United States enone overy ate esinens of xx 
Aliteczenoness. When the sub ware re o vaacimiepumenet wt with 
i 


renewed vigor in X&x the early =, of 192%, and when tho/iiad. an 
RLM, 


Th 
revolution in March 1927 smemmi threataned too remove” Russia as an 
ally andfro8 Corman armies from the Gaston Ciropenmmteent, the 


United States had to reckon with Oe Allied “emergency. Unless all 


the: Allies could bank on 


aid could be xyumpedoctrh speeded to Europe, unless/money, munitions, 


food, etasitge, and maura omit finally men cnacbin 


thatthe 


Ow 
da Shemorthnonio mt ions from—the-Unrtsa-Beatoss~ tks German ubneory 
seemed xppmk all too propabie fe United States was the deciding 


factor. Tfichkmoeaxminadxaim poomtoehtiSaoan yy ectaenAD fs mcm TERA 


oy 
moheh nohcmmoatmon enon tmatioaeménc mumhx) Un) the 
P aye om gh. Nae 


United States governnent extended credits and- organia@ed supplyes in 
quantitios ca thieiimeent th jiathentatret Mtr miss 2OC.AE9 
war one Legge —— tiie! ak hea xem xp cobb yet Germany would probably 


hae the war within the next year. 
Zur The United States was F- jmperaalist nation. %£ The 


jadn'| decision wes"Eheam clear enough: American snikerey 2x interests 


would benefit far more from annua hina - “Allied success than from Germane 
“Radax Further hesitanyy abeuteMterang-Lhenatp wrtel fad provedso" 


of peace; could seriously menace the bost interests of these sane 


industrialists and financiers. the press had prepared the people fom 


fartiteure-vo-hnor Lear Mneuiutrtabts torend-fmmnotereaartns Ue FONLOS . 
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als 


make the . 
. minority: in 
whoegdkeor ved 


join the alt 
pacifists, of 
Gornan=Ameri.c 


fords’ 


a Waouur?t 


Lea sane Gerry 


& Erishy yh no TTT 


Of workérs_ana Ateaie who 


st ebinaére to. vedanta the markets of | of the 
5 es 


he w 


x “PRE th, | winecn's Ramhty. 2ipesstoned ide 


a 7, 


_* ese reasons for the United States! a 


ag Y 


esas The bmoksrtexnk rapa iiaekaae! 


A, 


ccomesakaineres a billion and a half dollars since the 
Defect "Cr wie 


h 


_vegiinitng of of “the conflict; 


* irae 


Bia!) aeons ~ * ; 
erat qaaat foi Gorman ‘FinaFine warfare nad alienated ae} ’ 


ary 


Sewanee pee, we Bo 


‘and & 


f eganties the — 


singers wages 


ca Sl 


had lent 
RaSERAR A ERDRESAE RRO Rk tDS British and 


ahha ‘ptep! would cost American bond? 


. mea, 


2 iff <— 


' 


r@ 


"commanders, of-the-xhxtixg-struneling-armbase 


of 
- capitalists tn choenen ton Bha-thoses ezpf-anokher-had been overcome a ae 


Chapter VIIT 
Belgian Kelief -= August 1914 = April 19176 fine 


World War I ghateensa Hoover's well-ladd plans, tot 
bie—leisuresto Nee, 

OOy OS tearan cael Untranedty Hix The perspective 
for the next: years” 3*suddenty qoonea trivial, in-eenpariganto-tho-vistas 
cpenmibcapriiy xin mam that-unfolded—witiin a FeWmeKthe after” ene pai 
RUMEN ~Grey—armtes” Of “the-KA isor~swept across Belgium and Horthain, Prange, 
after the Britesh navy SidsiadeAidaeontinene-oe Maveda.ceustiecrer “had ‘, 
phanxsimammdia 9. Se ee Ys ontang citizen of California; ween, : 
fom months after the Austrian Archduke had deen assassinated vy a . 
Serbian conspirator, Hoover found himself a leading citizen of the world, 


Tea wer 
wht bis, name more widely known than tnechminxexcommn™thoes of xan most 


The XRE outbreak Rese astounded Hoover, as it astounded 

most Amevicans. It was not: that monmfiihatxuxhnam armed conflict surprised hin, 

but ha, ldke so many of his generation, sat aaa believe! tizeté modern 

armies would mavs only against vackward poophésigg may pehiee E eenet each 

other} that conflicts involving~one-grest-nation would Cockept localized mad ~ 
ahha Bt, Wwe 

would mexesntnyoime not “Eater frkorx?, struggle for power among the ~ 

ax mighty. Hic own experience agened to bear out premise: as an American, 

he had mocieedoflemcbine dst int shx successfully -puilt a career with British 

‘capital; . ; in eoeane Caneines -- the Chinese , ; the gine corpor= 


ation, Russian o12, gol. in ye caragus «== the rivalry vetween growppioet 


mutuality of interest. All the great-nations, while abmtngrrk bineagh ath 
vieing for position in China, had benefitted fron. thee common policy of 
sihxchbhxbrgcnluex - "civilizing" the Chinese. verttas on nenkongenx irmsnionad 
xexomnidxnshxasnmhtonx respected no~ neetysel voundarieay oa Was . 
international, and thexmeabmhbhxaiceomthnadt the owners throughout the world 


* 


® - - ad 
were interlinked and interdpendent. Their struggle was against the "Devil $ 
poor," against those who Eaten progress aisacbuaneese estimated in 
terms of profit. The beelewersd pampiasm colonial peoples, the shiftless 
millions without ambition or vision or ability,were-cMmd enemy sifice-they 
retarded the wh, commerce, the exploitation of resources, tre 


profttable 
Suromaxink operit 


W aatol 
nh of yuutittahinxanterpminessm new enterprises. ilar was 


a 
withinkable because wes endangered the vory structure of busine'’ss, whichahad 
mamOxRxky expanded -veyond metmrcixrthe-Cividing lines betwe ations, 
. The.2nimxpmbsex capitalists. were-inextricably_intert aad tespite langage 


A A Theatr Vang 
or chance_location, and Axx /Q war of the great S$ == xx to be 


differentiated from site) aia. passing conflicts pie eytcan, 


Boer, and Salkan wars 23 kostrneibbhexm bag ben nox violated 
rN Lege: 
eves S32 logic. prea wiwelart 


In 1914, Yoover was still naive i weekd affairs. He had no real 


Be a teh 
understanding of a ne so, olearty"efergh from his own 


ders ta 
experience the ‘need or the Ereat pees bo ae orf chm backward people, 


— 


s 


F 


‘ ha iat aati 
ne taxes ithem over or te exerci- pena scsi control over them for-the-sake 
} Aa Thane 
= sr CREA Caen and progress. Me saw rivalry for raw materials ‘andi markets 


ce ae Av “4 
merely as a petvalry weet aii ly peat rae wherever pimh thereswes profits 
ean a 
to be made -- a rivalry cee E proaadth each Reshpms grohp of capitalists to 


meetxxmxpebthiorms thee competition of other sige groups. But within the 


Us 


groupings, Hoover believed that national inhememtsxhad rivalrics had: veon 
ae inxkke just as in the 2inc Corporation, the British, “yrench, 
Verman operators divided the spoils agahmak and au oe themselves against 
other British, French, and German combinations. omeetinm, 20o—Heover 
beitered, transcended mnuitanxixbomndantex nationhood. 
Nw pw ag 

Of course, war Nxx an instrument of repression must be exercised 
against the baikward ammbcbla who resisted progress. Buk THBFSTOre, Hoover- 
and_so many-like hin, believed that a major war was obviously impossibie. 

Mhaminaheiedxhndxbeer Ho pad received bis training in xhabusiness that 
@ spread all over the world, particularly alr over the~coionial_world. Nmx 
a 


Se 7 a 


Therefore, Hoover and so many like him, believed hae: war was ‘a Limited 
instrument, and user mandi Ghothasxhane ~eont leks hasxkmexmentoxnd rere 
out-of-biie-questton, mmaxhramtx Hoover had’ been trained in a woxks _ 
eastneee pe cme all over the world, particularly W the’ colonial 
world. He hdd mistkken the common efforts of all the ues eens to 
maintain the colonial ‘system as roma ik yon proof of bho-impertetrims ; 
ability to preserve peace: and to sertle disputes without recow se trxnmn 

to amet the“sestese arms’ His understanding of economics nenaaned xadséonarthnx 
rudimentary -=- to Hoover; xa the malting of profits had nothing to do with 
mmsarint national governments, except insofar as they protected and ; 
encouraged she capitalist enterprise, pamtiertesty vy enforcing onder’ among 
xhxamh the colonial _pecployanong the dor rio” nem Wis teetwanivensMevente 
man the machines, mine the ore, till the fields, and and_transport commodities. 
But Tower zoomxnomh tHe tsiness~oF C weevadient woes morehtetenakexhbhmemn 

keep order ‘so that the capitalists could build their enterprises. Amd The_ 
world was an arena for te free-for-all competition cémm cap: talists. 
regardless of their nationality. : 7 + . | 

sie Hoover's crude ideas were a mixture ,of prevalent "schoo}s of 
evonomics" and his -own experiences From the "economists" he had Lenuemamcot 
learned to consider the profit system aw the highest POSPPVTE - 


ferzmef pees organization; imperialism was merely a name for colonial 
1 competition 
penetration. “ne MHIMGSIE for markets was a matter for capitalists to: 
settle among chesacivee without wowmmomank ‘involving theméktrrk governnent 
C) ortwar «= except when tte war was lvonbteed—une—viaged vetween 
phe powerful en imperialism. cage dackward country which could 


not: possibly ———— hts holdings. Hoeveriaes at American ie witipy whose 
Hera AR stol wmeeg hone : 
career had veen Linkéd with the Britishy néiemer Americans We haa not yet 
had 
exploited the vast posns patties of their om continental domain, ner the 
“pitish weo had built soe empire covering a quarter, of ‘the land 


hy, wnantie 
surface of the earth oritrmmapaaninsy over a fifth of Ses ara aie 


wis * 

could hardly be obssessed by any lack of roém to expand am hack of 
either raw nakekaiaisxexptottabipxdxhmes% ratortade or exploitable Isdory 
art Wbbimkinen Rom Nerkets were another ratter -= but in Sheva : eyes shits 
wR markets were a matter of mommarelalx competition, wR. the nos t 
sale aaa taking the major share. 

Indeed, mmeghtakhxnaxha world capitalism had stumbled into the 
era of imperialism without too clearly understanding me implications. 


&s. SIENA nh xh RRO Kns Ligs my rok ETT Th 1 aM LAK As financial 


F. tatpo? dnd Paacar » 
contro] mixhrinsatny replaced industrial control of indwssery, as moxamoiyx 
Anas Core pag Ahaafnrw) 
monopoly grew, tho-~edumahers Wertman the great powers fee ON The uneven 


ievetoymensk growth of the major nations increased the tension: Germany, which 
had rushed into industrialization long after Yreat Sritein-had ae 
colonial empire, W2AS-ADAALT produce nore efficiently than ‘the British -- 
but the British monopolized poae sections of the world market and grimly 
Held on to the raw materials tert the Germans needed and wanted. The 
Ynited Stutes still had plenty of anya sae veer a acme cc aBohae 
Yerkmand was inclined to remain aloof from the chacjor strugeley! ? Papal ‘since 


the turn of tke Century, tre Americans tad self-cons SGhOr 4ously and 


athe wath Wh fre Ze 
tnconsistently marc ak g onpodet tt terest inweras iimtie maxy ets Of~bee.- 


Pad yes, ‘Ls Atdnchch, Adirtet , 
Lape nest Ane expanded commercial opportunities. But Hore, the financiers 
yA} 
x 
of everyhation Wer. 100keAy for new investmenty, eeu LOD Ta 


opsortinitios For expanding therheidings./the world markets nad been 
divided, put the division did not correspond to theobdietpeol the younger 
nations to out=produce RR tn“nations, (in particular Great Britian) ae 
hee a major share of the words resources and rarkets. Regixtxisn The 
desire of the pare, young inperialisas to redivide the spoils Teattent, ORLY 
tiesto shemshmiiaxnzhnms the nations with the spoils meet either we wiaing<, 
to abandon their favored position or TT Chowuh-—tenehd—ormto them sbmtiag 
Markets were not limitless -- certainiy not under capitalism, with its 


search for a » tor cheap raw materials and cheap labor, ai EN 
ever-expanding manket l her mass-production goods. ama /farkets were more and 


e aa bucleate aes ttyh 4 te * - 


4. re 4 ferry 

Semtmhtek more delimited enemas the metTOns cimxze2 ireresstresly | 
closed their owm countries end their posse sssons to the goods -= and capital - 
of competing nations. Rema-rarkembchs The mace for raw raterials xmxmmomexchkean 

Lag! seal baped Ala rola $y a eden g faces ; 

RYolwKadrore prarcobtesn e surficient supplics , for-e—nattonts indus ty 1c , 

" hie involyed 40 an attempt to’ monopolize theee- materials mxtkmt to keep them 
amimafixrxvaksh away from rivalse : 
Given the imperialist system, war was inevitable. The xtxmxoh 
% expansion of a highly rationalized 
Hemamxnxpiinhtskyttoxraptt rapid xizexoimtexmenxieimszrypxakhmenpareiny 
German industry, the necissity of expansion in order to get at xke needed 
Czarist Russia, 


markets x t lead to conflict with Great Britain. Shum Xuxsianny plaguca vy 
& primitive 


a feudal economy, imrgely xanpmimibim capitalism financed by the French and 
corrupt and threatened 

other foreign financial groups, xhemxbensdxhymxenoimstanxantxiwtermt 

disintegration and revolution, coskimmotmhaxonkhhtmix saw the possibilities of 

néw loot ané of diverting the attention of the population from the tntmenzh 
 ) imaftichmepmowntaxeimex abuses of Czarims. The Russians could not remain 
outside of the conflict, just as moxokhemx Franco .and no other European 
power mikhxpmekenhikame which desired to win or maintain a position as a 
first-class nation could xamet allow the world to be redivided without. 
participating in the settlement. What Hoover did not foresee was the 
eae A need of each imperialism to monopolize narkets at the expense of 
othersnperialisms. Hovte nought of capitalist competition as merely a race 
for profits anong individuals --« nee a race for profits which spelled ‘the 
survival of nations. The war disabused hime 

- But at dohammnkbae’ the sudden outbreak of war in 2924, he saw only 
the ‘ostensible cause of HOSES A ESES e= the sxenrtiooon ylliing of Archduke 
Ferdinand, the invasion of Belgium, the commitments of alliances. The war 


frightened him for the motenty am believed that all business vould’ be 


“stopped, that his aenee 


is savings would disappear, his harde 
won rsnnaan security would 


ts His panic did nat ‘last long, but it wag 


@ * yéal enough for a moment. Af s, he liked to pretend that he still 


CHAPTER VIXI 
Belgian Relief: September 1914 = April 1917. 


A eu A narielen he 
The outbreak of world war shattered Hoover's well-laid Plans » Hxer_ 


perspective for bhe next years was-suddenly- revealed as trivial, compared. 
. oO 
Le-MNAT-He-coumeiriavese He had hoped to Become the leading citizen of 
California; he six months after the assassination of the Austrian Archduke, 
vy a Sorblan-nationaltst, Hoover Found himself a aheading citizen of the ; 
rr | bd Le hEn a “ whathe’ wet F he ah are? hae er fh 
world, his name wortesieery known than tee names-of most army Cormanders» ° 
The war surprised Hoover, as it surprised so many Anerican’s eanixan 
Itwas not that armed-conflict was so-unexpected, but dane others of 
his generation who — pata slignat yeu he POP ELACEs Hoover dolieved 
a Wee Mbnade R- “eo 
that modern arnies oad be-used ony’ ceeknst packard peoples ? end_nover 
£ Oey ews Dawe Patt. Ba Prdte « oy cache 


’ 
a a a He expected wars te remain Looalszed Ko Nsensivie® 
nation would acho ‘permit a struggle for power to-bresk out among the 


mightye His own experience seemed to bear out This premise: as an American 


who had ier vbullt a, fortune +m wider the auspices of British 


WA tana Wer” qn 
cap italisn, he bolieved-that eit oa -vetwoen the jnations-had-been— over= 
Tal Ay 
ae POs 


_ come by a-mutuality of interests. Captialien poepected no boundaries; 
important enterpriseys 
finance was international, and the/mmunxx throughout the world were 
Guat Pus avs & kya 90d TG uv dined 
interlinked and interdependent. Prretr struggle, was, ageainst=the "Devilks 
poor, against those whe thwarted progress eames’ in profits), against 
the shiftiess millions without ambition or vision or ability who 


e a e 
interfered with the flow of comnerce ami simimz the operation of industry. 


World war was unthinkable because aia iaeeadat liliaiaee 


big-vusinese. ‘~* mers pao wo dil 
wae clin is 


pds, | nehenelny 
@ In 1924, =: understand ing-of—tri 


sm: ho had learned from his’ owm experience the n@lessity of the great 
@ nations living off the backward peoples, taking them of and exereising 


wQee 
sufficient control mizmoh over them to assure business” efficiency and 
wf 
progress. To be ge rivalry for raw materials Vie markets existed: dut 
oover saw this sotseatbx peta of one group api talists against another, 
lie alataian dudinse Ue Flimy 

for~profites, without panccars aero str arhat mist lead to war. 

in the Zinc Corporation, for example, the Loa, “rench, and Verman 
owners @Qivided the spoils and deLende themselves against other Yritish, 


Hye 
* rench and German combinations. ” mntefprise, had nothing to do with national 


allegiance. f 

Of course, doouers granted that war was an instromont of pepression | 
thet sometimes mret™wecxercised against bac ard groups wro resisted 
industrial advance. Unrmmsypzhonemengriam2 admanshramenhzhonbez nsmeren2yZ 


xm But war between the great powers enea so obviously a disaster that 


oover believed wer, monhimnix no longer possible. When 
the grey armies of the Kaiser uot into Belgium and northern France in the 
Ave pd Awad tT acon ce Ton & 


autumn of 1914, “Hoover t rare the war ag aeb3i lefeconfliet;—a mama 


demonstration of streng 


SOOMNe . 


which would end as quickly as it had begun == and 


per ee re NN 7 
His-understandiig of economics ae remained rudisantaby,maxisoxex 
aaa 2G Ahe 


e crude mixture of prevalent theories and bis ov experience. Rax~Evor 


i Necontitotethe prea ee scapes he profit y igen D ar nighest «rd 


ee oad, 
ie seotel organization, possible to mankind; ixmenmtiaktaumxhe he-voreidaved 


ta : 
4mperlalism merely another name for colonial penetration. Fre Ronpotation 


Aubin, 
for marketR was a matter Hoover left-te individual capitalists ge settle 


among themselves without eae ee governments intemvantion -- except 
~L * mm Ww wy thin. Ws oan } 
when tixt~intervention-—was xoroicof. against—-a-smam second-rate nation 


unable to exploit its ease He had no pombnehi one ion of the uneven 


Dw TA ast uu Uadastte EFETPIA 
development of she capival tonpinethesmagor-natsons mide +: 


inevitably -to tansion.and-fimalay warcanong— Sng-thergreat—powars. As Germany/z 
'y wih, A 
ee ee industrialization years after Great Yritain had carted out 
put ky) ons (arg ae | 
a colonial empire, the Germans needet™few-theixcontimed-extetence outiets. 


¢ 


for ther industry, raw, aeren at far their machines. The-“Yermans predweed 


ad 


+ TS enhte ' 
aja / os - ' tf atag 
more ef fficiently than the British, mt obtrining far great productivity freon 
—_ Wide te nts du! pines ‘owe i447: rT a oe) 
their a a eee a Bas. the-Braesmir nonopottzed- mation oe das 
Y la- a 
of-—the-worldmart ce and_ @xinly H6Ed~on -to~the raw materials. tho—Gemg ns 
Hes att rf TF. 1 tf Vinge etiga 2 Pom ae Te ovina rails 1° btu 
Aesdea: and wanted. . . ree 
a ju 
Thrs—vwette tre Uf ara markets had been divided, ate division did not 
correspond to the denahas--of £ne younger imperialisms which o¢ out-preduces 
aM Ant are Abo ay "A fice fer / aanr7 
und the nations (particularly-Great-Britadn) ee ee maser ery of the 


world's eceORNene and markets. Whe-Seesasooe ine rising-imperi-aliem. ta, 
RM othe i 

reat vidd the spoils fotcea_the-nations EngnyxiAX acide oe sess ea- colanial 
empires either to-relinguish their favored position or: to defend them. 

capitalism which had saterea the stage of 

“arkets were not limitless-- certadnly not ene’ mapd tot sm prmbrhekt s 
monopoly orgenieetton brinetny with its a4 tee 4 
search for SUPE AR DIVER ES cheap oAe rate rials cheap maak f baer ie ever~ex= 


? 
we TOR daaet ~ ow pans yw Dean ael, 44h AAdlaryt fonds ate 
panding outlet Sor mass roduction goods. Markets Reales abel ere a 
p) "yan * 


delimitedwac- procuction inchsased, aid the great powers closed their own 
ee dae r pearl » 


Raxrnkiermank frontiers (0 foreign producers ne een sealed off the 


~ *uartd Yt «Tp iseek w Lopes tik 
oe frontne- dtnbe great-powers. ane reco rid raw apenas ca 


a 
“adone a desire for rahi Heke supplies,’ “$e also tnvolwed-en attempts: to 


fywve> 
nonepett.ze materi als. to-dep_them awey from rivalf. 
4 Given the imperialist system, way ingx was inevitable. The basic , 


conflict between Great Britain and Vermany, since-it-was-waged. to-redivide, the 


wowkd, could not:be ignored by any other power tam npc Blade B wtxwX 
wb eur (A pg? Te Liatlaat casarye 
mnygoxnxzhameninxhimxcmoercensmm condiccred iteedf a moar Srectmationr 


Czarist Russia, plagued by a feudal economy, a-~prinitve-capitalism_—Sfinenced—> 
bythe Srench_and_othon-forefgn-fnanesar” Broups, corrupt and t reatened with 


. disintegration and revolution, seized on war as a chance for new 200% both 


toc ones tnd? 
in the Rummamtxant Far and “ear “ast, and also ag-a—ehenoe be divert 
ol ow 
atscontent of, workers and peasants from the abuses of Czarisms Nor could 
iw a’ of—consegirence mtalie lis ny 
“prance or any omer, Buropean powes/ailow the worka to be -redteited without 
ugh thr sack \ Way Rupe" 
participating in the as tticigate Hoover. did not foresee -thecnsed e& each 


imperialism to monoporize markets ab the expense of other imperialisms. He 
nad thought capitalist compebation mex was waged merely between individuals, 


‘wohen’ 
‘and groupssg. of. individuals, not: ot Romeo pub titeaaioh-spetrretie 


PING, 
strvival of-nesiens. The war pases him ‘of rast Suen Ones 
at du damwery hivuus , 
sen only, the, mkeansthiex 


Det “Hach dao in ‘August 2914; no" sey 
superficial, “Yamoddate caaees cf #8 war == the killing of Archduke — 
Ferdinand, the imxambemx violation of Belgian neutrality, tho! Setaeatits 

WOT REES ‘of ‘alliances. The war Rnghk ees aconsd tam ceuentatiiys he. 
‘saw nidhand=ton wealth wiped out, his financial security lost through no 


fault of his ome sa” anic caxhem aia not last s0n6> wfikax When he leag@ned 


that far from ruining capitars sts, like-hitert, wat vrovgnt greater profits, 
he stild contzhued! his dramatic pose “that: he had. lost mich of his pemsenee 


Bs ity - 


Portunee Sbxambtetmuhx 


- 


. tt5, 
: sly 12 ea apres fe 
dy bulma Me ae wot a oP p rl Heccetatice’ A 


“Bain ts [Kopi ee paueft ore | tHe ‘ i 


’ wey : 
Hoover participated obtesaeay- benefit from the war demand. If 


eehin ates ended abruptly, as Hoover expected,. his companies would have 
; ed deveined aherrrd 
enjoyed a brief boon; when the war ‘ata not halt, OVery, Company Curgoyou. 


enormously inoreased, earningse As an rect aes neutral , Hoover hade 
e 
money from the war, ae! high taxes, ep ‘aitfl culties yuk 


” 


the emergency, ‘and Gespite his om 
pevegnal expenditures omega tan os the peried of Belgian relief. 


- * ' \ 


* Af 


The German wees struok at France through Belgium, whose 
Fry pvowrinto ; 
niletrality the British, and Cormang had guaranteed to respect. The invasio: 


and thre—thpispteh alliances with Gaps France and Russia (The Triple. 


AY Cetrdante mth ~ 
and Russia, and by colonizing the Balkans caxhink sented the plan 


‘toe Link Berlin with the Near ‘East. In additien, Europe became the 
battlegvound for colonial supremacy, in Africa and Asia, with the Germans 

- resolved to ferce i to dis gorge at- least a@ portion of their "e- 
colonial empire. The Central Powers gambled on 2 swift war; to: have 
respected Belgian Nba tas would have delayed the hopea-fer knockout . 
blow against pr anoee ioe ¥ rance eliminated, . the Germans could settle 
back to the huge, bmthyag badly equipped, and poorly led” + 
Russian ernst while keeping England at bay. For their part, the Allies 
depended “prisiasiiiy en their ie Ravel : “up the’ Germans and to 
xaaexexhaceneek wait for the effecte}s 0 of attrition on the Saoncxtixa i 
war machine. if the Allies soala hang on_long “enough, the _ German army 


om ~~ mM ” 
rons 


2 tg SA * as oo 4 ” 
. ayo x 


a Sa ll a 


_ Re ag ee -21- ss hg De Age ee eg : 
I aida riot verieve that ‘the feeding of thie: ot¥ih jomtlation increased: -.. 
the resources which they Had sree tor’ inbnsy levies... 

"On ths second’ pointy. ‘as: 48" sasttisr. the: ‘Geiaiane would ultimately 
ppovision the civil populati oii, : :s told. hia, te 7 was satisfied that they 
would not do so; that when ae this ‘Labor’ we undertook 4t with 
the greatest reluctance and our. first move was to satisfy ourselves eet 


this population would starve knsk unless America intervened: and 
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CHAPTER IX. , oe 
wars 
Washington, DeC. 3 May 1917 = November .1918. ies 
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$2.,500,000,000 -=- which a Geyflan victory would invalidate. While x 
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that over and above the- benevolence of the President's war aims, 
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Aside from/nis approval of the United States entering the 
war, Hgover's cable had the further purpose or Seniedine President 
Wilson of his availability for a yum position in the war Sdatnistes son: 
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organized the C.R-Be and puocene ears y: conducted its affairs for 
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Hoover's patriotism mounted with Allied difficulties. 
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are now at liderty to state that, alothough we break with rogret . j 
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dorn of our intimate experiences and contact, that there is no hope 
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ae ee teoreeer nt As a whole, ermerwed the Fresident's 


” = pe - eo 


t : a ; 


scion altratsm. To be Sure, & ood=sized minority resisted 
Waroors-Sruszse rie Soh being peace-“and safety to all nations and 


and é 
make the world itself at last free.” The German-Anerdoans/ the - Vrish, “§ 
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ee el pincmar ree the Teicises nated wars me radicals in the labor : 
es . sana gust Aha stonnih ituaghacdoy“beainr impertattz egex 


aes a Siae haa: 
SF hg sux yinchnjaecctocht ck movement, condeaned © ; 
jk ER - eo . so Ay 0 ee { 


- : DIK Sr slapghter 
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anys ee eee taoizanists prone minnie xwnminxank dominate Re 


it. AB worraks narketge Put the ma igigty < of: Americans believed Kickmemxe 
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a ae Bere, ere tg a at . 

mes aa 2 : "era stop ose "enaped “tho ‘énthusiasm. murtHowetinaind 

“y ee : i; ne roagini bed that” for all Wilson's Leddy 

oo matorio, od? States het tie stakes" a an Allied victory. 
as first (Wei. | | 

r" unt = The ftusaian revolution arch | 1027 Seochor deat Atco VO j 
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[pe U.S. State Department still remembered Gernany's hostile attitude 


during the Spanish-American war, ank-CUTHAnyhS™REeMiel rset roa k 
nto _the-sertnntrerneneend—on-Lapborrmntericats « If Britain xamctmn 


managed to exush Yermany , the British remained dependent on the 


U.S. fleet gnxmthmdex to defend a2 preserve the Empire, 
t wed be; 
Sn pihisbmeamd chxh ariche ap ky och rite motiad her kek ox down dhe Saher 


heavily in debt to the American baxkemsmandn tha 


An Allied victory ayumi wm. Europe vetwoon “reat Pritain 
Treasury. X&x Rim xiumn i afte toe x roa din sumo mb Soe on a2 


xhutvadthinn Kaxo peut 2 penden tron chen ie moana ierex ht mene x12 yomhK 
and “yance -- and a divided Europe shat tenuad-cmmas would smenxte 
chemin kheimatahemaxmfimanntatmenix provide a rich market for 
shembinhthrd xiii oa sn axmehimzasxm American industrialists and bankers. 
Rexheh Over a victorious Vermany, the United States would bewe less 
of a hold: Europe vmod anion hon immenon Finn famaen 
hoxaxpriyndtammoerdaxant would de mngpechogdnch Roped ko hes x AeaoOR 
financed and supliied by thonxteomaa rok Gorman capitalism.[By 
investment, emotion, and hard-headed reokoning the. United States was 


- e . i 
overwhelmingly pro-Ally oh hey tows 


Mnomem Moxox The basis of the Amer} can:a¢ci sion was clear 


enough? American interests would benefit Ser more fron an Allied , 


ae aes sai 
desperate need of the thegfullest aide | 


The press had prepared the people fox te tee war oo 
accounts of German atrocities and with tirades against. xke submarine -. 


as “ 


menace. The “yesident had convinced himself that he would salvage 


' £rorr the imperialist conflict gaa rat ace) and xhgntes 


oe th 
in his régnteousness he nouns be ‘able to-onpusnl ltrs “New reedom baci 


. 28 se. x. » blot wifoth herr dig” 


a2 ‘pooptes “and al) “races. ‘The war Crago a@ sacred * 


“9 


‘isehton, to. “gresdive, human r S == even while it wnkebares , 


7 Lees 7% aa * ; 
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protected American mr ciers, bolstered: their hopes for a larger 


> assured. * . - 


share of world fae, and east them that bypass ening they could, 


dictate the, CACOe 

SEES Sn ee TR RST OE 
ing the United States into the war replaced his smth initial 
neutrality (based on -his feeling that war was wasteful and 
cheeatenes the stability of capitalisn and the rule of the worthy) 
only when he was convinced that a German viotory xouchinunitexr | 
gnéangered, “constructive” Ameriéans ike himself. Hoover accepted 
President Wilson's noble words readily enough, and having scneee 
determined that nobility and realism did not conflict, he feet oe 
WA S.conLineed=yy : _brave woRtngne eager to translate 


fo his own stumbling prose. He cabled Shaswam the Fresident 
hfs, warm of the war declaration: "For two and a half | 
years," he wrote with pardonable exaggeration, "we the members 

of the Belgian Relief Commission have been obliged to remain,” 
silent witnesses of the character of the forces dominating this war,” 
but we are now at liberty to state that, although we xngmmbh break with 
regret our associat on with many German individuals who have given ~ 

s mpathstic support to our work, yet your nessage enunciates our 
convigtion, born of our intimate experience and contact, bhet there 

4s no hope 66r democracy amd liberalism, and consequently for the 


real peace and safety of our country, unless the system which brought 


the world into this unfathomable misery can be stamped out once and 


for all." : “ 


aaa Tt Mat Tale, 


Within a Wook. xkm a Senate Gommittee investigating Sno 
roxsemuntzenx the need for war-time food conservation, head - 
saimmoned Hoover to testify.meforzramt For two days, Hoover elaborated 
on Ris.oninionsof the importance of food in winning the war, and 
on ‘methods to be accepted or rejected in handling the food problem. 

He told the committee that the "food question xix is 2 question thet 
strikes down into the whole subject of social order...The people have 
got to be fed!’ if 12 rought to a successrul 
“conctuston. He pointed out that "The whole of Russia, Bulgatia, and 
houmania are absolutely. cut off. Australiay and India are, in effect, 
cut off today, because the haul is. three times the distance of the zx 
Atlantic seabofad, the tonnage requred is trebled, and the danger is 
about doudle." Therefore, the United States mist bearbhe~zren—eerrden 
of focdimg the Allies. "That is tho price of peace," Hoover 
emphasized. th England and France had munitions, and "Sowotkexsnxsmof 
anfermxantzax "they will be able in the course of a few months to take 
care of themselves to an even larger extent that at present. "Rut 
xmentomax But.food supplies were tone psbarelartoribad SP Europe. 

"I would like to say, incidentally," xhxctxhamkaid the committee, 

"that with the lower classes of Europe, bread is the fetish of food; 
that without tmamtofi the-loaff, even assuming that you could put in ~ 
their bellied a dietetic sufficiency of something, without the loaf 
‘you coulda not preserve public tranquility. These classes are infinitely 
ignorant." - 

But Hoover did not approve of a "dictatorship" over food 
supplies. "Rationing is a hopeless suggestion ara oné which can never 
under any possible conception be imposed on the American people. But 
there are other agencies, what we call the fengines of indivecdtion'." 
He had xhnexdgm thoroughly prepared hinself for the eae aheaching 


Lrumh controlling food Af soctbenrnelnubsboadictire Gata adele | 


" frtA rlimntetiss + ~6- | 
Reesttent;Ihxaxmunmtine ite-ucaed, "It is necfssary to place this 


department of food control ‘on a basis! of equality with any other 


“deparbenent in the Government and give it she same powers ‘any 
other Cabinet Minister has." 


. President Wilson waosim was impressed, Lt had bocnbeedipiepemenns 
see URLArs toednbhnsoheud- Hoover -UENILTIMIE tea cc epe treed © 
LARGE Torr TaN reecrae: On May 19, [x 


t: "I have asked ay. Horpert Hoover to undere 


take this all-important task of food administration. He has expressed 

his “willingess to do so on condition that he is to receive no 

payment for his services and that the whole ofthe force under hin, 

exclusive of clerical assistance, shall be employed, so far as possible 

upon the same volunteer basis." £5, 

Hoover responded the same day, outlining kts tee mathedgl 

Beneral approach henwoukt udopt~to~the. fond _nrablen once Congress - 
confirmed tnt Kreezcont 3 appointment. "Y believe that the whole 

foundation of democracy lies in the individual initiative of its 
people and their willingness to serve the interests of the Nation 
with complete self-effacement in aaa time of emergency." Nomysyxpagx 
SimmenWhimanisx Wilson had stressed Schem Be and sunzdchax 
Hoover, seberming after so many years goss etoen: temtbho~Untted-Stavesy 


mat & great deal of stress on the WOPG, sefebe 20p purmnp ak sch wd A tn foe 


hinxmmbbaanx rol pera tad. ie-oonetmiclys "I -hohd thad democracy can 


yield to discipline and that we can solve this food probl tis for our 


own people -and our allies in this way. a 
a r , 


) 
xonaicienx H Stern Oninte “even-handed 
justice to all: “me farmer must be assured a price for his product | 


that will remnérate him for the extra labor and the extra materials, 
that he requires on what would otherwise be non-productive lands..0n 
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the other had, the consumer is begging -for a reduction in the 
us ss ce Bee 
Cost of living.But the situation with the food Administration mist 


be somewhat that of the commander=in-chief of an army; the question 


of humanity must subordinate itself to the tactical and ‘strategic 


objective to the arny." 


To Hoover's SMAZAMORE 5 Gongress 


| 
: 
ment che Presidentts SEP . Fhe enabling legislation, i 
| 


know as ~the Lever Knox food dill, xn xnd authorize the creation 
of a wabe-timo food administration, ~GornEress~ftor 
phree-mortth. Hoover hinself was attacked sby—the-epporents Or tie~ 
Rill; rxomaxdamx there were those who questioned his citizenship,’ sinee 
hé—-had—34 trod trofebiaaduyt lifes | 
oe konan eitoed cbsoctod Se ilgpy Hoover because he hed ho peep enes 
peOsmeliehs Raeeeneymirewteidas 


ppeenanen 
: med 5, 
stratory =< > F) ay 


of Aaevaean Oe oe tions 


4 ead expesionce as an admi 


_ United States and was not a rogistered Democrat. 


andere xen Po eek J 


sceiposueaionoeini shatarmenx: 

HOQLLD ; S _ oriticism;- 
oer oe ik accustomed to ee asics ane: BWOINEMVA CLBAVBA a 
_maxmibkhnexhimxnt: since he considered himself 


Oy cdsented it bits te. ©, 2. “WERE D IDEN SASL OS OPNBSSXOE 
roobed of sia at hd he displayed the bitterness of 
y mi his motives above xmpurmehx reproach, mnénthm 


ee entiine to teettotcke 
Xmbh and who felt that anyondymokchektng hin at his om ani self~ 
ea nr challenged his integ he ‘ 


to hinself, and ee 


yerobxtocxmbnax threw himself energetically into the task of setting , 


i ¢ 
up thesmeretrinenpeafantha Food Administra ion and acquainting the | 
doazonizan bk Aa  remierd always aon’ ' 


3) ioe ; 


people sf his intentions and prograzie 


oe 


eo | i = 


“inthe past, he surrounded himself with Smbenuix dae old friends, 

: with men who had- polet: Sieher their personal Loyalty to xin 
"The Chief." Edgar Rickard, Dr. Vernon Kellogg and other members of 
the C.R.B. followed h&ém to Washington ax to act aS dee aidese He 
Samieuse Des Ray Lyman Wilbur, whom he had recently selected as the 
new President of Stanford University, to work ith him. And 

On, vast publicity machine, Laer pevemade Americans: vexanmint ! 
vorntieneiaay to conserve food pto-feet=thekittees he publicly | 
proclaimed his hemmpd of personal spur sci: ashe hededore—me TSE 


he announced. 


the administration 1s set up by the President after Congressional 
action, my own personality shall be submerged and my om name 
disappear in the press." 
If teis we Hoover's antention$ jhe et eer Ul 
@ For his personality -- or at least the personality abich, ute 
pea the Food Administration's publicity department aobe-twceved Low hae y~ 


ree AX Yass 28 WOll Know to the Byer tees peopled as that of the 
Sus 
President himself., Kis name bewmme part of the argot of the war: a 


t 
% 


“hooverize" was a ie xyhongm synonym ta meaning "to “cohserve 
food, or any other iter thebuccriteveured in the war effort.® Myre 


Hoover, the efficient, Mr. Hoover, the numanitarian My. Hoover, the 
man refused to de a "aictator" Day Ane tree to the people 


Whe hur 
Sex their cooperation and approval, peootted, over every Sohsomboezon 


smamary houschold Usathemcoutzg. Tho food conservation pledge © 
- hung conspicuously im in every kitchen, tre the -housewife moht 
ees wah ; a : avy 
Wersmmmonritrcted her hy. Hoover 4 | Oke ebiere she fet 
- * q 

repared a meale The ublictt teee Hoover r enxaged coveaden: 

Pune meLaecy eee beg 
Sennen Congvessman McLemore protested to the House 


_ that lam. Hoover pad asad thentAMbntEn Lica athwewshont the nation 


sf 
= that "he is a predestined leader of meneesThat Kr, Hoover is a most I 
é wise man, I am ready to admit, for he tells hs so himself, and i cal 


€: 
«“ 
~ 


aQa 


U ne . speaks knowingly." N had t pote oe 


7 2 But 


of littie men ane put politics ahead of the holy crusdde 


the Wek iGe Be WELS ¢ . pooverdz " campaign Lisandaded the country 
se Jal pond ali“of 192 
Re to observe ones -wheatless day a week, 


- to use less meat, to eliminate butter — cooking, cus to conserve op 


fats, to purchase locally ein pa@oducts in order to relieve the 
ee on PeSUE ROT TO DTOn? wiittons Shon mitliong oF- housewives, olpey 


with wal “rogtotores daenkeueaon texiinaatntcx Mr. Hoover’ s Food “dministration, 


aan Oscenoiane the "Gospel of the clean plate," Mr. Hoover told them, 
ta "I have no instinct fo be a food dictator. My ambition is to ‘see - 


go 


. 


my own people solve their own problems." And again, "If democracy 
is of any value as a spiritual and political faith, ‘the personal 
initiative and willingness to volunteer self-sacrifice:of every 
@ member of the greatest democracy in the world will be ample to 
CemmenrA 
. : solve the bi ae by 2028, Hoover had pegmmmded thoaxpen che 

pea tho Amesieenepaople to forego agi meat one day a week, Gad to 
: 


maiandixtiesdmezm use no wheat Ser two days seven. He 
: he pel 


} ; 
urged AE a a ten el war gardens,’ 25 Ser axnayx 
~ufhlete nRienbfetiant Tots and scraps of iand to pra aot e : 


wader $05 h es spade kp lawns and flower gardens and sae the space 


intp carrots and beahs, to keep a pig, to-"put less in the 


garbage pail and take more out." . 
Fetes Artal 


wa Ser nOOves ae PROC HOE il HSSpre he fact that 

“ UThet Chereuitiin Me teandl Conk wath wrt wut) 

penal al the crucial weapon} often: is my belief that Loogs 
vill winthis war," Be told-a ea eine Chamber of _pommerce - 


August 191 
convention aikax immediately after Bongress had inally, pp ved the 
e setting up of the Food Administration with Hoover-at its head, 


P batenrexhar ke Ae ron 8 2 vapor <a . t 

7 ; ,. Me { 

ra Ue ic coabaall a "Pood will wiBctne war,” nt se at pape 5 i 

e@ iA oo ke tr re So Uf piste %, cute, ; 


=10~ 4 
op a the pea veter, the most, siete of Fie i Dh toa 
== an idea tit sO annoyed the armed services and 


“ee otheY departments that in bhorreeetemot. 2918 Hoover reluctantly 


Ppa ge gas 


gave in to tmp pressure twomeht+enserrormmes and ordered the slogan 
toeiee discontinued 1 netloodniduiniabretlompsliaity, But he had “ye 
nade thgmmeink his point: he had established his importance as a .- 
Ykey-man in the war ceuants eotions President Wilson anetudes ora) 


(windy Sely Tore CUI ¥ 


hh the ese select circl oe as the twats cabinet", 


oc 
wep detsbranea economic poltoyyfosthennreromdusing tha eoassaes 
thin four wrk i 
Sugars ae this group Hoover was deferred to and mts ancam: rpstencd—to 


with ee respect and deference x 
yon Pp o/ akon g 

"a telling answer to those who ° prosumed to criticize | 

{ 


hos and his methods. P 
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-— Chapter IX. 
i Washington, DeC.: Nay 1917 = November 2918, | € 


oe In February 1917, the Ynited States government severed | 
diplomatic relations with Germany, immediately after Ambassador von 


rs 


Bernstorff notified Secretary of State Lansing that Germany woukd 
resume unrestricted submarine warfare. Hoover eee began to 

arrange the transfer of C.R.B. affairs to Spanish and Dutch authority. 
Once the United States entered the war, he exnacted an important 
position in the ddministration -= Ambassador Page had long deen 

urging Hoover on President Wilson, and the President had frequently 
singled Hoover oub for special praise. Even before a state of \ 


: & 
_waflwas proclaimed, the hastily fomed Council of National Defense, in 7 


@ Washington cabled Hoover asking him to investigate Allied food - 


requirements and to reporty his findings and eo gen PP ' 
, . ’. . ne « - wr Ling aft, Ah G Lath & 
as possible. haufdn, ay hee et ad wie “ is 


wally we fad after pus. 


The investigation kept Hoover in London several weeks 


after the United States entered the war. He arrived in New York on ‘ 
May 3» convinced of the righteousness of the American cause, eager 
to ei Wilson's crusade to make the world safe for 
- Gemocracy.e True, the President had violated campaign pkedges of a 

year before; xhenxhExhx but y“Scomingly changed his mind about keeping 
the country out of war oniypmen he was convinced that the forces of 
evil and barbarism dominated the German state, and a Yerman victory 
eva woe the twilight of civilization. 

. Wilson's ideal ism was contagious» his VATINE Co Cpipress 
eninorst "An irresponsible government... -has thrown aside all 


: : Soon ad | 
” consicrrtions of humanity and of right and is’ running amuck,f! se&? 


the-trer Wnt. cl oy, the United States wast respond to sacred 


Pe | _ / t : 


‘ de Oe 
dees eee ety 
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Be Bite ath ee ke 7 


aQe 


obligations, since Lads nation had "no salfish ends to serve. We desire 
no conquests, no dominion. We are but one of the champions of the xk 


rights of mankind." 
yhe Gil, “ho 
The people applauded Wilson's altrhism. Theycmere 


psychologically prepared for war, sacineenermdues semua Too. 
British in their determination to enforce the blockade against the 
Central Poors acted arrogantly and with small regard for "neutral 
ry ae countemeasures Wee both arrogant &nd inept. Not 
only had the spectacle of Prussian militarism and the cult of - 
German superiobity antagonized tee American: peep&e, but- see Chewy 
ee of erreni™ FR aber was best calculated to enrgge 
amerggane. The Vermans mbumah- mis juaged the the Pisa igs and strength of 
the United States: they expected wy fit ase sieht A lacs 
xmmkhe submarine -sinkings and consequent loss or- American lives) 
Instead»ybhay prepared tes jortcinten! padbte tor Wilson's 

call to war. the President's lofty renunciation of nationalisn, 
his insistence that the United 8tates throw its power not 

against the German people but against their warlike leadership, 
his calm above-the-battle assurance that by crushing Prassianisk, 


war would onéved boybantshed from the earth, inspired the vs 


already aroused madaeiey, in-bhecountey, XN ; ; 
To be sure,a good-sized minority doubted wretker the! war 


“would kmimgn "bring peace and saféty to all nations and make the 


world itself at Jast free." The German-Americans and the Irish 
objected t cofetaine the Fnglish; the pacifists hated all war; the 
radicals in the labor movement (for the most part, members of the 
Industrial Workers of the World) condemned tno" dlaugnter as a 
contest between rival imporialisms for control of world markets. 


But the majority believed Wilson's noble protestations and 


daAieiny : 
“supported his callte-erns,. “3 i L 


\ 


4, Hoo shared the general enthusiasm. He recognize 
neNeNen that over and above the benevolence of the President's ‘ 


. t) 
——r «CP 7 7 


\ «a wou a ° 
pana fry Tiny We weber, cormfutlacy 


war-aiue, tho United States had a Veuepaaceberl stake in an 
Allied victory. A German organized and dominated Europe would be 
dependent on German capitalism, to the detriment of American ; 
dusinesss On the other hand, were the Allios. successful, Europe 
woul de divided batwmemniremtndinthahmmantiimmeex into British md 
French spheres, RP ain eee Lo western powers had been 


vadly shaken i the war) Europeans would of necessity turn to - 


American industry and banks for equipment and financing in the pmantm 


post-war period. U.S. unvestors already held Semameo blocs of 
British and’French bonds -=- at a cost of $1,500,000,000 -= which a 
German victory would invalidate. While Great Sritain had always 
been and would agjmps remain a formidable imperialist rival, the 
United States feared Pritish imperialism far less than a victorious, 


industrially modernized, aggressive Germany. British industrialization 


had failed to keep pace with German and American progress, either 
technically or intensively. If Germany were allowed to take over the 
industrial capagity and raw materials of the Balkans, Poland, part 
of Russia, Belgium and northemFrance, the European market (and a 
grea part of the Far Eastern and colonial markets) would be lost to 
the United States. After the war, ingiandherkeany England Would be 
forced more than ever to ammpmmix rely on the U.S. fleet to help 
defend the Eapire; moreover, England's heavy fénenmetel indebtedness 
offered the United States a valuable advantage in dealing with 

the British “Weioh. coded nat, be expected visea-vis a triumphant 
Germanye Finally, a victorious Germany would reshuffle colonial 
possessions and thereby endanger imperialist rule over subjoct 
peoples. ‘The United States preferred the known nethods .of English 
olonialism to an unknown German policy. The U.S. Stato Department 


_had not- forgotten the Kaiser's hostile attitude during the Spanish- 


American war, and his interest in the Philippine Islands and the 


Far Easte 
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ath, 


« , o~ 
oe of investments, mx hard-headed business xeekgWine,-< or because 


aaa ere 
German aedabeme made them so. (ay Pa with its lurid stories of 
German "frightfulnessy had e opened the people for war. Hoover's 
relief of Belgium had awakened American sympathy for Germany's 


victims. The President had convinced himself -= and he now convinced 


his countrymen -- that the United States could force’ a democratio 


peace on the Buropean waremakers, a saat, Boner CNP? stable peace. 
in his fervor, Wilstn confidently anticipated bestowing the benefits 
of an enlarged "New Freedom” on mankind everywhere. The war, in - 
Wilson's eyes, imposed on the United States a sacred opportunity <= 
and duty -- to restore and advance human rightsslno, then, could 
object if the war also strengthened Anerican big business, and assured 
Amorican monopolists of a larger share of world cosmerce? For 
Wilson would make the peace. , 

Herbert “over was not vy inclination an idealist or 
a dreamer. In 1914, he had Judged gwar wastefuly dangerous to the ; 
stability of capitalism, But as the war progressed, he realized that 
an Allied victory was imperative. His business connections and . 
investments wore with British ami American Soxporatione; his future 
was linked to a strong United States. President Wilson's noble 
sentiments provided a high moral tone to justify Hoover's changed 
opinions <= opinions he shared with all intelligent men in a similar 
economic position. Wilson's idealism dia not conflict with the 
realism of the financiers and industrialists -- both desdmedwo stead 
the nation me same roade SE Coen ae 


At the beginnwhe of 1917, the were dangerously 
hardpressed -= desperately short of food and runitions, and manpower. 


“With the fiqst Russian revo{ution ef *arch, 1917, resistence crumbled 


on the eastern front and the Allies foresaw a powerful German 


fore Americans were inclined to be pro-Ally fax <- mhkhen | 


Sa 


: na 
the German attack, the western powors needed note aid Sages 
a 


At vr . < 
Ynited—Seasee- than thes could Spy fom a benevolent neutral: they “ 
must obtain immense credits which only the U.S. Treasury could 


offensive aimed at mpeesne France out of the war. To tum back 


extend; Anerican industry mst be organized for war, its vast pam tay 
eemetatal ey lt 
productive capacity deusiagwet™tie. supplying A materiel, its mmaxpmmny 
manpower mobilized to replace the shattered ani worn-out British and 
French @ivisions. ° 
Hoover's patriotism mounted with Allied difficulties. 


When he read Wilson's speech asieme for a declaration of. war, he - 


: “Meet H popen a 


commercial aistridvutors t zie had x increase aes ] 
paxhicouhzmiyma agricultural production . 
my eTICUTPaA Ke 
farmers amxmbax a good price tay ALE SF tae Would imingn 
Whtiethowmio plant and harvest mrginal lands: éF Pd 
te 4 9 T sonken Jon dchh 
@ could not allow prices to rise to’ the ee 
Hh Awe 
too—pncad: rardships onboniunors. And 


st assur Overy dy od - 


manufacturer, xinmk processor, wholesaler? jobber, and retailer ef 
——een H 

a "faar™ profite 7 a ne : | 
four | 


Orgentisationally, Hoover setup chnen riers departments, whet 
(the Food Adninistrati on 16 Gyain Corporation, the ‘sugar. division, 
ee eI, 


the meat division; ‘ami the Division of Coordination and Purchases. 


The Vrain n handled_all wheat, flour, and other, corealss 
aug the sugar and moat divisions ,superrrsed fied a ’ © product and 
byebrochete’ ee s and the Division of Coordination of: ie 


Purchashases akboorted all food purchases of the Allies in this 
country, ¥ith the exception of smgxiom cereals and sugar which were 


hn \ 
x apperevery through the departments” 


; these cormodities.. ia <eetitrete coominatton of supply, Trolls pireasury 


Vd established a credit of three bil one dollars in favor of the Allied 
Tey aa Sn~thereenived=States, smd os i 


~ all pustuases: sha pat o the Troasury, tg 
Qrdexneso esuee-projer eeioeneng inte —— 
con EO ( ; 


Vimeo UrOT- me PKaL» © Tes when the Allies desired wheat » their - 
we request could be diverted docx mc NARS ret to corn if 


\ 
oe a surplus in corn existed zminmxhsnimgnn Lr gable LEO TTBS 


a 
NA a 
: sc ci FTP ce he : , 
per, 2 5 “~v 
‘Perefier, Hoover’ had the power to lécense all proo-ssors 


and manufactuters: after entering into agreements, wittr Teese. 


i 
} 
f 
- - od : - eet =n cert eee Sa oD 


ence 


ee 1) we beatin 
exgage, never issued 2 permteapr license én : 


anal, ww) 

ie tety violated the sEroonent, wy could .wi thiraw the license and i 
thers” effectively rr res xhebrrmmt ‘Seake operations. ay : 
vy Ring awww) ‘ 
stabilizdle™ isee’s sd aneh licensing-agteannts 4 Hoover ; 
xakabhishedrmimiomerprtcmx was able to guarantee the naomexE ; 
uated te frong 

producers of raw materials that once Mies crop wee harvested gp’ would 
dR BRUT eS a2 price tHe coverdty tag cost of production plus a 4 

aa profits py telah relent ® provented-prices - 

ed sahil ye nisins o Micah ser EYE -= SanmNS 


Cisoneeueaate. oe Neo keperprotitel aa hin @ reasonable’ 


various entreprenéur and gp _protected the 
consunersg waa heaige allotted to oe. manufacturers 


%. \p and processors Sot the % aw yerenae: a adladl 


BH cata vetted Ulnd (leon G 
Re Undesatiabenarratizeonent , “wakeh SereDet ene xhentrpe ‘the 
G ; v price of wheat for the 1927 crop at about $1.98. a vushek,y Ehe farmer 
wttite by WH 


aN - @ 
ae tnxmeaxndmktmn recieved fifty-four cents mane LS & then he 
- eglotee 
ko realized tnx for the 1916 ee wrens wheat production " 
ot ‘= some seven million acres r the pre-war normal. Ag@@M, in 
xara, ve neion, jfomien The 


Grain Corporation established government buying prices at each 


- -Cu) try & 
primary cereal terminal, gel elaine CCAR 
: t, wheat supply was 


distributed on a roughly equikzable pasis auong Fibs a pl 7, 
wAIge : 
Rye prices rors kept within specified leve Se i Fs fe 


uhh Yb ¢ 
4 csc to the Allies and ‘coordinates their purchases, the 4 
‘ te ath aucune AclsKiig j 
ao wheat crop was (maces SeoerLOTt needs 0 


A eit Hoover's main purpose was tO mx maintain a steady flow 
—s of negaed suppiies:a void aseaskhrcus shortages, ‘and? to keep prices .” 


- 
~ 


= we - 


e 


ay 
7 
i: 
al 
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within safe limits. Ree=Heever had not forgotten the Lessons, hewtend, s 
Learned in Europe from 1914 tzmbtwnxontum, xh@m on. If prices wane — | 
ebtoreimto ryse, the working people would denaha higher wages: tim 
nesuliethernrwouldebe siete. © force wage rises, and strikes meant 
disorder and a diminution of national efficiency. Ruteenewe, Hoover 
« feared deve the organization of workers to win wage increases pth 


. standards 
high wage xawnnl re Bould not easily be lowered ‘at the end of 
the ware Sbdwmeng hae ncant-ris-ingauapesy strong unions 


t the ability of tam workers to hang on to gains made’ during “4¢ 
the war sevaciey on the emergency had ended. "One looming shadow 
cukS of this war is tis drift toward socialism,” Hoover gloomily informed 
. xh delogates to thm a national Chamber of Commerce convention. 
Ae ue Socialism -=- the destroyer of capitalism Bagong neg Ji oe 
of workers smhribxhx eS nigher and higher wages ant to a 
offset/higher and higher cost of Livingy ant )¢ the workers’ wel 
win he gree eel refusal ormtirepart-of oupheyers to gran wages inenasaies 
ANdeek. kommt the resultant ‘turmoil inemsesea the power of the teves 
unions in relation to the—peweraea the xtuhe capitalists xndmiushe 
Watert Hoover realized, more than most Americans gyho had not learned the 
lessonfof Birops, wae that the war don ob zoe. e cocerammtank or eee 


the workers in all Allied countries -= may in Russia had actually 
xpawned $ Ee pie 
\ bmomxhk revolutiongxmx wna cial unrest was contagiouse Hoover wam 


nmotmmo did not expect revolution a in the United States afin 
during or after the war, unless the ERK great, 0 enna 
SUCTAWPNY Oteplaiee PHALANX MOM NEXULAXRKLAONES Cawee: profound 
unrest among the people and uiiéed soctalion in pisoed eats { a , 
O& American workers, Gangerous = a 
, eed N dhe [Leet seny HH 


si baba » SIC ROR i aes 


: A ease had any idea how long the war would last. or hownpmaiennd what . 
\ atc: wpa -4 
fj - ercerr—t pwede sweeping sacrifice “P the bart of the Anériesn 


~ amet 


oa a Boerne Mee me te fo: he Koes ate : Be pn Ug ie eres otek “- 


+ gente rigs 


on Ol4e 2 wee z : 
pampim populations Tre pan ae against Trasperiee socialisn « on 
a era aca was tas £0 Sten haintain a reasonable 
standard of living, toreach agreements with the leadership of the 
American Federation of Labor With-elmwianl sy stabilizd’nages, 1x ‘to keep - 
prices within dounds,: awd to persuade thle workers that a eG 


governm nent would guard their welfare, art=brey~trttr0 noed to ‘putle” 
their 4 pkg exprassthoinuilitencyin-wottonyxant Above ail, trey 


panded coreg 
anys take! exani nl! Shuman tngscni mein th tht thear s 
wurfhrsiiime te imperialist War; they must not dembedhkatse doubt Wilson's nts ag: G: 
fine words about reine ae! Vang safe for democracy ana ondbag war 
for all times. Once eebidae class seriously asked +eeghf what 
a Vewtors a a Kuso : 
venefits tx could expect, from the world strugple for markets wered 


 oy—thre~inrperTal is blm=withthe-wor ners Kx providing 
the-armed-forces~andthe=produs a o 6 > 


kxhendamgen the consequences could be appalling. 
So long as food mapptiom was sufficiently plentiful, so 
long as the suffering of—tire~peopies mmhimkax was not too severe, 
‘ punheatitrnkatch hig the a-political American working class would 
we ork and fight with no re eta grumbling. True, she 
strikes teas throughout the war, De ie a atebake 
enhore—reaae the I.W.W. denounced the war and zsrusen its foo 
talked sooiaiicnis But nie” disturbanced were we Pho ofticiay 
lendership of the American Federation of Labor, headed by Same 


N 
Gompers, and of the: imependent railway unions, willingly ‘collaborated 
7 RePehiee 


™ ihautice 
with Wilson and , ideal ism o mt ; 
Cur “foe Anehabiok small 80 “sui ett rae NE supported the war my oo the 
exception of xk handful Cirle tetpiats Ss who dolted wn Soctanist, 


convention “Anal, and labelled the war an "imperialist brood bath." 
No organized opposition to: the- var. existed chet nEE-SSuIS be 
ae Me 


emt OO Pe ee 


“Rassinidiente However, 


Sf we Rare 


t- 
wiless fiocter and the pootene ake 1 war adninistration Was able to 


€. moe, st ioe a pack i oa . = = ase = Sm, tere 


i 
a 
‘ 
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to maintain living standards and=pueusntthe rise of xx mdeeoapt 
UMLUSSIY, atvover™ ere @ wa 

Angee 
Pico taRgalaE ar oD © Ta there existed the lurking danger, 


Salam Ti wun Ail WG 
Bf wlth Pe révolutionary fervor- in Europe, 


tyet tho American working class ‘could Kamat vo pnt cted. The 
strikes that did o ace eete a ly aa SI ?, hooey, even the peer ie 
waxkemt working class syicactat MT eiticetecnatn officially 
throug tiressPk emuasatin lnaenende t Wace action and Uheuyniamemy 


wt crass Metter, could mextameceex x change Af tee provocation 


were sufficiently severe. 
7 - 

¥ellooremeieewinitiom pout : ‘An one Sones, eoneurnsnes by the 

mux legislation p~ascced=.y—tongmecr creating the Food Administration. 
governmental 
He agreed, at least me general, that/price Si keg pUULovokt mh -prewe 
fixing should be aueéed <= in testifying xoxknecER EN | vefore the 
ry 
AG eeeas <onm vefore 
" auchmntntngn hee StesBoodMbdrimbetuatlon, Leeper emphasized: 
“Mere is no provision for price fixing and no such thing can be 
carried out under the d111. What we hope to do is to sbablize prices 
vf$ various devisces and to regulate the profits and specthiation out 
of handling cormondities." This was all very well, but the line 
spearating price fixing and xmmtargx voluntary, enforcenbleg biel 
READT TT ERULOn Cknaeea? was at dest d tenuous gamer Hoover decried any 
thought of establishing meio minimum and maximum prices; he 
unfinkable 

natex ruled out compuasory rationing as an mguxtted ("soctalistic) ) 
incursion by government on the sacred provinces of free enterprise. 
He dopended on the honesty and fairness of American business men not - i 


© ht 
to take advantage of the war emergency, tQmoedeOT STOW EOTE Treen t 


~ 


of. porsanaladuantagentaathacmennianse-eémennsiing Coren sitoossets 


Sadnen it came to actual practice, Hoover had to use "Res licensing 


Donor to constrain dig business from seeking more than normal profits - 
plus a wnBax large-sized bonus for zh its energie ree? a 7 enn. 
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Y Hoover wisely did not ; metemrmtp interfere: too stronuende 


- with the great corporations, Mi R-thete-conduct-ofubet tong. aiyoa i ts 

to assure production -- autho rt or a quickly expanded productian 

_ Was bound to de steopaundencaphonttom, So fowe cs nfo fatally : 

werepaxtialigdiegebesd, so long as oe productive system worked ] 

wis cancers fpyutey “bate not inaepesere se en th he mext wanted kot? 
Tat the greatest corporations prospered during the war, he t@pkeans 
fw ne natural, oo To assure a ig sore flow of food he mst 
to the men ewer xan industry, controlled ttaimdueiy, and 


therefore eee food leat a hie The farmer gained 
from tee increased demand; dwt tae i Hisesk of toasty ala Aree enjoy xxx a 
profit comparable to that epic baron the processors, manufacturers, 
and distributors. The consumers paxzht paid higher prices and real 
wages ene ened -- the XX parokaxinexpememnint ie mod ison xm Sua 
oft dollar Lnevodnrteient0 what tite Deane could buye But not am 
too much, not too mich to threaten torer stability, 0 Sabla Gand aahebiitendale 
baal stated Cif wht : 

To the President, Hoover rmpmnteimthxh his pokicy zonhine 
sacouiomerimptginntetcint A ax-nonatianies (“unsust, ; reasonable, 
unfair “any profit Ay, excess of the normal pre-war average of that 
vusiness and place where free, competitive ols exis ea! 

Meat packers, for example, were to. be limited to a maximun ff nine 
percent profit on stir invested capital. "I am confident »" Hoover 
announced pwedweley with a good deal-of fanfare, “that profiteering i 
has, from a national point of view, been greately reduced in | 
regulated food trades." Eke we Boastrurry informed the President 

that Sa packers had not mado large profits because Food Administrattc 


regulations prohibited greexxpxragtht fer eae -=- 3 Hevprored his ‘ 
suahtinss wn 
Corrventiicon—ep-erbmireeang a letter from the vice-president of the 


huge packing corporation, Armour & cot tee ed that his company had 


Seana cee Le ea isha n 3 en 


ee 


. American Sugar Refining company;xnd largest meupem tet st 


cate es 


realized’ no sangbeadéa prosity, on xx ns war. Dusinesss Prestasnt 7 
.Wilson was whdbnvtsidods be thgsmeimitoree my oo “not! ‘erage? tho’ at *. 
information these: then give: us, 2 "he: spfiisbarte Hoovér.;But corer 
trusted the pence eer" the coxporatione: doexix docheenx he believed 


the. aneaitgont aeedors: of meng 


Ss 


i : He went to AAS a 


oxeentze- tit Fonthimniserebten. His reasoning was simple eweagh -~ 4! 
who better than ‘the “heads. of corporation knew the food business and Es 


dat 


- . . a HN , P ue 
kaxixainthamugain As Hoque s doputiosy George x. Rolph: of me 
an 
California & Hawaiian Sugar Nefining ; Company, Via, chief ed 
GUAR GLULOLORywahdumes~-arstebed Wy Far D. Bapst, prosident of the 


* 


4 
’ 


Brokers; - POET, py maaniabphtacranntnsantS ToLe oR eee ‘Key => 
iinet the’ Levaece yi processors— poco Sore RavenRORaA xtine 
xnochonx “reroerna ted. ™ “Hoover explained Jnxannaddecenarnhrienn 


xa sa thnamaymang xpfiners 44 the world) and 2x Jamison of Arbukele, 


in an important pudlic addarers: "This ary ‘of civilians, is an army 
of specialists and they can be officerea only by the men from their 
om ranks << ror the commercial body of the Nation who have knowleage 


and experience in all the multitudinous branches of their Pree een 


“and i avor." 


= 


& ge Sie ll eel me ee pnee See we eed Ln 


over 
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Chapter peo | 
Washington DeC. - May 1917 - November 1918. , 
In February, the. United States government severed diplomatic 
relations with Germany, immediately after Ambwasador Yon Bernsetorft 
notifed Secretary of State Lansing that Germany would resume _ 
unrestricted s}bmarine warfare. Hoover hastily began to arrange the 
transfer of C.R.B. affairs to Spanish and Dutch authority. Once 
the United States entered the war, he expected an teportant ae 


, Position in the administration ~~ Ambassador Page had fer been j Y' 
by 
E ptentaent Wilson, and. the- President had frequently | 


singled Hoover out for special praise. Even defore a state of war 1 


7 was ah tear oat the hastily formed Council of National Defense “ 
| —Orfewt HK rn uaod: ee 
in Washington aabiad Hoover hig to Anvestigate Allied food 


requiren nts and to r ort*his findings and recomendations as 2x 
yf nas opt wen Ale Ahad 
apocdiiy as ossible. 


~ wena Honor jto mentee Patt co on ‘foot oe: : 


. The investigation kept Hoover in London several weeks after — 


the Unitea Sgates entered the war. He arrived in New York on “ay 3, 
convinced of the righteousness of the American cause and eager to 
join Wilson's crusade, taameee—bng newid-sutbor-fUTARENACL, True, 
the President had volated campaign. Pledges of a yoar vefore; wat 
Wilson seemingly changed his. mind about koeping the country out of 


= only . he was convinced that thie forces of evil and berbarion M4 


be) “ ive * 


aust 
dominated the German state, and 8 Corman vietory 
. of civilisation. 


w i 


Wilson's idealism was contagiouss "An Arresponsi8le 
governments. shas thrown aside all considerations of humanity md of / 
right end is running amuck," he warned Congress) Conemhy, the iF 
United States mst respgnd to sacred obligations. This nations had - mae 


2a 
"no selfish ends to serve. We desire no conquests, no dominion. We. 
are but one of the champions of the rights of nankina.®/ ° 
Taeapeants applauded Wilson's altruism. Tae-commerys 

Coafsnoregtstiiy prepared For Waxy Tao Britise, in their deteraination 

to enforce the blockade against the Central Fowers, Te “co 

accaganily-ani—aite sme! small regard for "neutral rights," wat Gorman 

countermeasures prec woth and inept. Not only hak the 

spectacle of Prussian Stltvarisn-and th the cult of German _supertority - 


~ ee . 


antagonized Amoricans, Bat 


% = ee wit Fase nx e Tat @ 


of_the-United-Spater:tney_axpeoted ite praxant full_intexrentien, by 
intimidating the nation. Yustoad, subsavine slniinge-and—voreeqeont? 
nasiotoNerisen Lives preges of: seeetanse ellie aylatte te Foe OEY: 
States-for-NLIson's BAlI-toWWS) The President's lofty ss renanotation! 
of nationalisn, his insistence that the os met ageing 
anttin, oT 

the German people but ,eeainst their Saeues LedAseakip, his calm 
above-the-battle assurance that by crushing Prussianisa, war wuld - 
ve forever banished from the earth, iyspifed the already aroused 


a 


; — ve sure, . good-sized minority doubted thet the war woul 
a ease and safety to. all nations and make the world itself at 
last free." The German-Americans anf the Irish objected to maya 


countrye ti : 2 


arn 
heaghug England; the pacifieists larked all war; the radicals in tke 


labor movement (for thepiost part, membors of the Industrial Workers 0: 
the World) cendemwed the European skaughter aes contest between 
rival imperialisus for control of world markets. But the majority . 


pelieved Wilson's noble protestations, and eu pONER nhs —deaieten, I 
Bn 1419, hemer , is ole 


Hoover shared the general enthusiasm. WF recognized wer, 
that over and above thesbenevoienseset the President's avowed manewrse, 
 for_entening-sremar, the United States had a compelling stake in 
an Allied victory. A German-organised and a German-dominated Europe 


maaan 


~Sa ‘ , | 

youll WIM treerdcirrena pital, 7 
eh. neepssdn vain pads American capitall ane 

Shanta | 


hew&yewere tho Allics succcec@al, Kumapd beg would serait, 
British and French apneress.5 ani since B raters oa 


powers had-boon-bwdig—ahetcon. “‘b Europe would Cl 
hens alg American industry and soe apasiaiiiimemast = a 
U.S. investors already head enormous bloos of Allied bonds -- atma 
ory Gy oSeeeet $1,500,000,000 «- which a German misek viotory would ae 
invalidate.,While Great Britain had always Deen and wuld remain | 
formidable imperialist competiter, the United States feared British 
imperial ion far less than a victorious, industrially, we ee ter 
aggressive ceed British industrialisation had Set d cM ma 
winine Here era the aia! ga eastals and ee, ae * 
. Wins 
Balxans, Poland, part of Russia, Belgium, and northern France, the 
Buropean market (and a great part of the Far Eastern and solentel 
markets) would be lost to the United Staten,(Atconchioowmen,, Bh ; and 
‘ At omg Tay burr 
than-ever to rely on the U.S. navy 
torent” the Serres moreover, England's heavy indebtedness rl ie gi the 
United States 4 valuable advantage in siaaeee with the Rritish was 
G 


& vee 
<< would mo alhnffle colonial ponsonst.ons and Saerwiy-winteit¥ Fy 


{%. imperialist Drer—eurjeot—peopies. The United States preferred 
the known methods of English colonialisnu to an unknown German policy. 
Nw Lal Tre U.S. State Department badnat forgotten tle Kaiser's hostility 
| during the Spanish-Amorican war, and his interest in the Philippine 
Islands and tle Rx Far East. 
cuasacusei- cove husbrsicaa ieee ctbalaas’ to be yunbx 
pro-Ally -- for reasons either of in nts or hard-headed business 
xepkuaing xebhenx reckoning, 
Rnpiae a eS “eadctione | ! 


ecause German terrorism made them 80. 


ca a 


% 
5 


dhe x 
—had-awakéned “Amerioan-sympathy for oinanyte-VLot bai tre President 
wet convinced himself -- and lke now convinced his countrymen <= that 


waremakers, a just, generous, stable peace. In his fervor, Wilson 


| : the United States could force a democratic peace on the European 
| - confidently anticipated bestowing the benefits of an enlarged New 
| Freedom (on ma mankind eve The-waR s in Wilson's-eyess~impeyed ‘ 
on-theUnited.states ee ees Wao, 
' then, could object if the ad ha aaa Ancricen big business, 
and oféeret Anerican monopolists a larger share world commerce? 
For,Wilson wuld make the poates: 
Herbert Hoover wasxs& not by inolination an 1dearists or. 
a dreamer. In 1914, he had — the’ wat wasteful, oe dangereusto the 
-7  '" stability of capitalism. But Qe_tha war, progrosseds*he-realised-that, 
~an-Allied:victory.was-impordt is business connections and invest- 
@ ments were with British and American eorporations}3 it his future 
E ; was inseparably linked to a strong United States. seensaent Wilson's 
ndble.santiments provided a sant moral tone to justify 
changed opinions -=- opinions he 2 Yahared with all intelligent max in a 
similar economic position. Vilson's idealism did not conflict with 
xym the realism of the financiers and swan erbauanes on pom Fad 


a the nation down the same road. : 
At the beginning of 1917, the Fntente was ancohtiaicty 


hardpressced, Ran.deppevevety short of food eMi-smnitions, ma 
manpower. With the first Russian revolution ‘# Marsh, ‘1927, resistence 
- ae dte¢ yu Arty & UG Mor 
crumbled on the eastern front and the Alliés saw ; ; 
“ o'adectaat imockise Fiance. 0 oe 
Ly German offensive aim t knockis® France. out of the war. To 
more aid than they 
dt fart: mii Mae : _ A. Ere 
could from a benevolent neutral: ‘they must reeeive immense 


credits which the U.S. Treasury alone could extend; American 


paw the German attack, the western powers need 


industry aud ve nse fateh Uh for war, ae yaxk vast Let ride capactty 
THEE cnatentoaeed dwiad te 
a oilstuinaewd enauppiping war materiel’ fhe manpower or mowilise to 


a 


@ : OS a 


af igoulgetaceoen 1 se worn-out . 
2R vepieve tho sixnsmmk British. and French divisionS, ; 
Hoover's patriotism mounted with Allied aif fou2t. : - 


When he read Wilson's speech démanding a declaration of war, ite" - x : 
cabled his delighted approval: "For two and a half years," he stated,, 
with pardonable exaggeration, "we [eno menders of the Belgian Relief 
Commission] have veeng obliged to remain silent witnesses of the 
character of the forces dominating Xhamxax this war, byt we are ee 

at liberty to state that, although we break with regret our association 
with many German individuals who have given sympathetic support to 

our work, yet your message enunciates our conviction, bor of our 
intimate exporiences and contact, that there is no hope for 

democracy and liberalism, ami consequently for the real peace afid 

xix safety of our country, unless the system which brought the world 
into this unfathomable misery can be stamped out once ard for al1."9 


Ld aed 


@ htinhe & k after Hoover's returm to the United 
- Ayia sysonne 


Statos, a eats co ttee, investigating the noed ‘for war-time food 
conservation swmoneicigsver, e-eectity. For two days, he eho on 
the importance of food in winning the war, rp and—ow-methods—of- herein 
the-phlebbem. Ne=pyotetite committee—vint "kno food questiony«setrikes 
dow into the wholé itera of xhe sooial Order. eoThe poophe have. 


got to be fed. Hle_pointeduant—thet "the whole of Russia, Bulgaria, 
and Roumania are absolutely cut off. Australia end Kmutaxerm India are, 


in effect, cut off today 


j 
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because’ the haul is threo tines the distance of the Atlantic soaboan, | 
the tonnage required is trebled, and the danger is double.’ Therefore, | 
the United States must feed the Allies. "That is the price of peace," 
else emphasized. England and France had munitions, and "thy will 

ve able in the course of tke a few months to take care of themsolves 
to’an even larger extent than at present." But food supplios were - 
steadily diminishing in western Europe. "I would like to say, 

; incidentally ,"ie-debdmshe—commbbiansipr that with the lower classes of — 
Europe, bread is the fetish of food; that without the loaf, even 
assuming that you could put in their bellies a dietetic sufficiency 

of something, without the loaf you could not preserve pudlic 


tranquility. These classes are cednnsstsytagitl © ignorant." 


But Moover ataten soe wa "dictatorship? cramined. 


PU REEER "Rationing ds a hopeless suggestion and one which cm never 


e : under any possible conception be imposed on the American people. But 
there are other agencies, what wo’ call the ‘engines of indirection." 
| He had thoroughly prepared himself for the task of oontrotiing food 
if, as the President had indicated, he wero chosen to head an 
| emergency administration. "It is necessary to place this department of, 
: food control on a basis of equality. with any other department in the 
Government and sive it the same powers any other Cabinet Minister 


. has." 


= President ‘Wilson was impressed. On May 19, he announced 


igen 


"Y nave asked Mr. Herbert Hoover to undertake this all-important task 
of food administration. “e has expressed his willingness to do so 

on condition that he is to receive no payment and that’ the whole of | 
the a under hin, exclusive of clerical assistatnce, shall be . 


so far as possible. upon the same volunteer basise” . 


mployed, : 
Gh anitthada | | | 


Hoover responded the same day, outlining lube 


A wets AL? 


A once Congress conftrmed his appointment, uf believe ' 
@ : that the whole foundation of Semon PACT. iies in the individual - ; 
. i 
} 


-_ = ~- ~ ee oe ee —~— a aa 


e =Qa #, bir 
Mr. Hoover's 7 derenth wating 


she prepared a meal. Zhe food conservation dutton wasmworn-on 
Xapels and blouses yall-overthe country. ‘Trextemt Mr. Hoover's 
pattern for a cloth-conservation housedress a issued by the ° 
millions. Saxe Porstictans naturally eeceueed ccs: bai tose Le 
Congressman Mchemore protested to the House that Hoover was . 
being presented to the nation as "a pxetarh predestined leader of 
meneeeeThat kr. Hoover is a most wise man, ZI am ready. to admit, . 

for he tells us so himself, ami I take it he spéakst knowingly." 

But Hoover ignored the of little 
men who put politics ahead of the holy crusade xm against the Central 
Powers. His "nooverizing"™ campaign swept the county, ¥ with its slogan, 
"Eab plenty, Nisoly, without Waste.” ByZ the fall of 1917, he 
persuaded the-peopie to observe one wheatless day a week, to use 
less meat, to eliminate butter in cooking, to conserve fats, to 
purchase locally grow products in order to relieve the strain on 


transportstion. Over twelve million housewives, along with food - 
producers, 


manufacturers, distributors, and proprietors of restaurants and: 


x 
be pat the space in vegetables; he spreed 


as members of ee 
hotels registed in Mr. Hoover's-Food Administration, and proached 
aligomsty the "Gospel of the clean plate." Mr. Hoover a £ 
follewexs, "Z nave no instinct to be a food dictator. Ky ambition is 
to see my om people solve their own problems.” And again, "If. 
democracy is of any value as a sptritual an political faith, the 
personal initiative and willingness to volunteer self-sacrifice 
will de ample to solve the problem.” In 1918, Hoover convinced the 
nation to diaeresis a meatless. day and another wheatless ne 
day te thekr“repia. H He (eaged war gardens"; he wakk oremornooay 
groups, to cultivate vanant lots and scraps of land; he ranexndot 
een householders to spade up lawns am Sepa gardens and to +: 


eis i ot 


AneDeeEne SHUirkdteoep a pige The goal was to "put less in the 
garbage pail and take more oute" 7 


“3 


or meee ni came Nees AORN yuan me - ~ ~ 
MR NR i Fees eae ’ i ~  @ “« svete a 


pl0- 


Pood, Hoover reiterated, was the crucial weapon. "With= 


out food conservation, we cannot hope to win the war, "he stated. 


Hortolid-a-Chamber-of—Commvereeconventton-e ftop-Congrese-had—finally 
ifrmaugust——s | 
approvad—the-establishmant of a Yood AdMIniSeYetton-smokmgmec athe 


Hoover Ue LUS MOM LUIS My VOLLEL LON WIL WII eas Ware” Hix 
Fuad WU Way He Wn ” 
organization plastered thie slogan,all over the country,. The i 
4 


implication was Sine neprectaee performed the most vital, the 
nost essential job of all the war agencies -=- an idea that so 
annoyed the armed services And other govermmental departments that .- 
in Jyne 1918 Hoover. reluctafntly to prossure and onde nas 
slogan discontinued. Sut he had made his point: he had ostablished 
JohenimyoxrtazaneRex the crucial importance of his pe Peer: 

six advisers known as tho “war cabinet,” (or een siorotary of 
Treasury McAdoo and the financier, Bernard Baruch) 7° Wes Tats. 
select circle Wreeh deremenee national economic ‘policy, Hoover 
was deferred to amd his -ideas pondered wi th a respect and deference 


that provided a telling answer to those who had ua to 
- criticize him and his methods. 


% 
persuade the American people that 


Goluneaxiaty to conserve 
food would win the war and that xnimehangmennermxatiomxa® meat, 


It was one thing to 


-wheat, sugar, and other basic products mara was the patriotic 
obligation of every good Amamiam citizen. But Hoover must also 


CAL AAS) _lé _« 
solve the more complex problem invo-vedineewelidng the production 


of ake foodstuffs, so—thet-he-could_adequately-suppty the Alixes 
fates : 
az-well-as- ranequitable-dsstmbution withiy te Uni ver—na kes. 
To his staff, Hoover «utlined the three duties of the U.S. Food 
Administration: "first, production; second, conservation; third, 
distribution." «Conservation on the consumption level ‘could ve" achieved | 
are 
by appealing directly to the people; fe must fe pb 
: fae: ~ 4 
reluctance or processors and commercial aistributors to 
wena ena neste = Se gos 


ny are 


= = — an 
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the-Hoover-propran. Maxkxdyaoresxexyprxeningnemn —Korsever, he carer 
increase agricultural production by offering farners a geed price 


+B Utown th th N 
for their products Mavis E they woul sient Gad sasvest tatginat 


wl Chan 
lands; at the same tine he could not allow préces to rise 


too osgopty ug enfesaycintitoraton sare Sealiassienie son the-eemsumsrs. 
reibine weeds, b he-must assure a "fair" profit to every manufacturer : 
processor, whobesaler, jobber, and retailer who stood vdetween the 
producer ani the consumer, N7~ 
Noovér divided the Food Sdministration inte four major 

departments: the Grain Vorporation, the sugar division, the neat 
Givision, and the Division of Coordination and Purchases. The 
€rain Corporation Handled gx wheat, skied and other corealay- 

qune tie bar saatmaae divisions eroh controlled ibe Top ese care and by-products; 


mA 
anf the Division of Coordination and Purchases supervised all, food 
purchases Qf -twee-Alttos in this country, with the exception of 


cereals and sugar which were. channelled though the departments, 


hAVALing sherds oommcdsebes. The U.S. Treasury het established a 
eredit of three billion dollars in favor typ the Alliea Sorereentst 
as purchases of -UsOv-supprtes had first to ii approved 
Treasury. For example, wken tie Allies desired wire 
apuflis + 


44, ohn WA idy Ww whut Wer 
“ eould be diverted to Copti=xRx surplus in_covnwembeted. 


hetbantay ld, 
thein_raguest 


Hoover had the power Yar license as proeessors and F 
I re 
manufacturers? after-entéring intOagreenents, the F C66 Keassat rat Fon 
iasned-pormtts to ind¥vidued-tiras. If tae—dteeasse Violated tr ike 
agreenent with the Food Administration, Hoover could withdraw the : 
“~ pemdt and effectively pie offernder's business operations. 
Priees_ were “stabilized in-this-manner-and OOver was abl6 to 
guarantee-the producersof-rax_matevials a_priseecreving- thas seat 
NATE 


Henly R daly 
Plug_s-reasonable profits, Such agreenents poowenbed, prices oe 


caugumees fro rising too abruptly, ——theasethontityy ai Leads, Bearer 


” — - a 


elZe 


ese naiieamagey Se 
sensi 1 © -mmne ia cae and 
prosessord (eee share of available waw-miteriatzy-ostonsibly 


cona_sopporntiont urald no’ menoplise the-serkves 4 Aa_lieener stated the ; 
ames of the Food Administration's operationa, tae ability to" to ; 
Gix prices reikgieker "export buying, wamexy the power to buy and sell 
certain ecommofiities, and the further power to enter voluntary 
agreements with producers...eThe Food Administration, mmx through 

ite om authoritgg and eoopewation of her Government ageneies, siti a‘ 
accomplish a great dest, Dab it is limited absolutely to that 
area of commeree between/producer and the retailer. We are stopped 
in law within this area. We can only use influense on both the 
retailer and producer, ami depend upon their patriotism. In this 
area we ean only regulate the flow of trade and hold it to moderate 
profits and exeise speculation. This is an eeonomy step short of 
price controlee.e” : 

_ Tais-authority-atiowed Hoover to. entennianithe price of 

wheat tor. the 1917 erop at about $1.98 a bushel,’ "The temas reeemvat 
a fifty-four eent increase over the price he-ped realized from 
1916 erop, ~~ bn eonsequence, wheat produstion expanded wy some 
seven million acres beyond pre-war normal. The-Gratn-Corporatier 
estadli primary. ecoreal terminal, 
and sucepeice 4ts distribution of_a-vowghty—equrtayre-vasts—as0rg- 
mi lba Bor the 1918 erop, the basics price per bushe) -efsulet was 
raised to $2.26. Throvgh eontrol of exports’ and ecordination ‘of ae 


Allied purchases, the pant erop dag alloeated to avoid serious dis- 
loeations. And the pattern established for max wheat, was similar 
to the pattern followed for every other primary commoditiys 

Hoover’ 8 medes perpose was to maintain a steady flow. ‘of 


edt food, avoidiag ahseiegen? and “keopsag prices within safe Lint te. 


“ls | 
tale walt i 
Of necessity, he often set in an arbitrary manner. The farmers 
oritized his program: he was accused of mutug showing preference 
to the great eorporations and the middlemen at the expense of - 
the producers and eonsumers. Rw-Hée-attitudecsewert tis-Faracrzas— | 
Ceseri0Wewy Gifford Pinehot fhakem (who resigned from the Food 
ated Nyon of Ou lle 
Administration beeause he disapproved of Hoover's mathedns aa "go 
bitter that it led him to refuse to guarantee a prise for the 
produstion of pork, when such guarantee was the only thing that eould 
assure the absolutely neeessary supply of this indispensable food for 
our Allies and ourselves."afkgx But Hoover sould not expect te 
direct such a eae xakn organization as the aioe Administration 
Without being sceusad sf fayortish. Watnee ‘Ke dia show for 
th 4 manufactur meee. = sor dde the oe ot 
@ prosessors and manufacturers, © persu m to 
ee Be Hat ad dafrenig Ou by 
ad. wWkthxinks apd soy Bad liighe power jeoxseoner, fea; onthe 
Othan. meaty he eould remesy eoeree the farmers! -~-~-end. ttt Camiate 


had to be 
satisfied with the negative facet that Hoover prevented 


prices from going higher than they aide : 3 
r foe reer bbtetrbeteyy : 


) ad not forgotten the lessons learned in Barope,-# ¢ prices 
one.  pboespuciiny; the-workSEg-poople would inevitably demand 
y) Awalt;, whats 
higher murm wages) Strixes would “Tokpoe vocforse_wage-vices;—~aab 
sfenaws meant disorder i ese Te a a ce 
od wer 5 
Hoover feared the one of workers ‘he ea veaieneaase, ; 
and the establishment of high wage standards {Wndeb-WUTE ret —aatay 
Sickie wenld 
ve_lowered.at_the-omt Or tilp-wat. ‘Surenaie vate bhe-strenger semmat 
the trade wntonsp"strong wnions could mamm maintain gainsf won aering 


i 
a4 
‘a 


the war emergeney even after the mm emeregency wus ended. = 
looming shadow of this war is its drift toward sootel iam" Hoover 
 Coamaky tnformed delegates to a national Chamber of Commerce 
eonvention.x@ "We will surely drift to that roeky ecast unless we 
can prove the economic soundness and willingness for public service 


ae “\ 


ral : 
of oo commereial institutions.esIf, we are to have ansonding prices, 
we must have ascending wages. Bat as the mageia .wage level rises - 


with inequality it is the door leading to strikes, disorder, Piotsee.” 
He-dreaied @ very thougat of scelalism -=- the enemy of 


’ 


eapitalisn) He/foresaw shenwhaaret 


soeialist—cocthines axon. working clas Batis te 
er and hig rwages to sted ae and higner ecosf of living. | 


2Oxhkexusnikecet 

saxgxantix If employers than refased-to-sunsede workers *-demanis, 

the resultant turmosi-Mipit "well pach the unions towsrd—the-2efts 
More than most Amer T0828 imam who cates iniowtadie of Buropean 
realities, Hoover Samm the war ge Steen neroned ‘ep workers in 

adel Allied countries -- agg. in fusshejhad actually, spawned revolution. 
He did not expect revolution in the United States,. untess—sae~grent 


cepitaliote TovTIMhly_svoused-prefound nce st_snOng-the~paoprerene—— 
bout 


fares 
aanees wikumh widespread soelaliam in Zurope gore dangerous ideas,t to 


Ameriean workers. Neither Hoover nor any other war leader had any 


idea how long the war would last or what sweeping saerisices yietory 


wuld require. Personally, Hoover expected sipet ort lastieg two 

to five years. As a safeguard against socialism, it was nosessary, to 
maintain a reasonable coat of. living, to reach agroenents with the 
leadership of the Amoriean Federation of Labor to stabilize patamy 
wages, to prevent strikes, to yummm persuade workers that the 

fovern mt would quard their welfare. The*nvedtoWiIe™eeeky-entens 
mast -be-fimatmpsed. Above all, workers must be prevented from 
examining the Sukh implications of Summ imperialist war; they must not 
doudt eee fine words about a world safe for democracy and — 


potas ter 
end want fonwalt Cpe Onee workers seréunsl eka venefits 
diet pesgh sosobe te a class from the world struggle ‘for markets, 


darn 
the Consequences eould be azgehiies. 
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So ane as food was sufficient, so long as te. suffering 
was not too severe, the a-politieal American wacker working class 
would continue to yasmmemmx work and fight with no more general ; 
opposition than superfieial grumbling. True, strikes oceurred through- 
out the war period nae union monborship grow; true, the I.W.W. . 
denounced the war and Oats followers talked soelalism. Dut sush - . 


Gistrubances were inconsequential; the offieial leadership of the 


ane? 0 LM ass Federation of Labor, headed by Sammel Gompers, peice: 


o 


bist” 
in-~toee Sonbinted the majority of workers to taaes in Wilson's 
(Like all Sooialists pafties in Europe) — 

idealism. Even the oeoabc Sooielist party/supported the war y wae oo 
with the exception of a handful of left militants who oa the 
1917 Sooid ist convention and labelled the war an “imperialist 
bloodbath." No serious organized oppostt%ion to the war existed. 
Howaver;-uiISSi Hidber-and—the-we atration were able to 

meu 
motntetin Jiveng-ebemdambpushsrecectaiad t the lurking asia aia -when 
xhneninamisabia revolutionary uprisings occursed in Barope w~ and dip 
mezm such upheavals were considered inevitable -= the American : 
working class \dould be infested. The strikes that did take place 


2 


in U.S. industry were a warning: owen the American working elass, 
despite the AFL's offieial repudation of independent political action 
and of olass warfare, could possibly shift ar provocation were 
suffiseintly intense. 

- In one sense, Keene x maces mad ee dice icc ae oad rev eae 
constrained Hoovers eptians-metyote- the Food Administration. Ke agua 
agreed in general that goverrmental price fixing should be \ 
eschewed -- in testifying before Congress, he emplasiszed "There is 


no provision for priee fixing and no sueh thing ean be carried mx 
out under the bill. What we hope to do is to stabilize prices by 


~16~ 


" warious devices and to regulate profits and speeulation out of . 


“ @ large-sized bonus for SompLianes W, 


handling commodities." This was all verywell, wut the lins 
separating price fixing and Yoluntaxy—(ask-BeShe-euteweceeted 

price stabilisation, was at best tenuous. Hoover deeried any thougat 
of establishing minima ani maximem prices; he ruled out - 
cumpachumky compulsory rationing as: an unthinkable ("Sooteiiatic) 
incursion by—gepeumment on the sacred provinees of. free enterprise, 
He depended on the honesty and fairness of American business max men 


xex not to take too great advantage of the war enorgency. Viren-i£ 
We 1 Ud swe TR Aoinstrely 
Ocmesbo a 


” 5 : : t y a 
oonsizein big business —— hormal. pretiee plus 


pont ° nas HE He Go got om 


production -- the cost of a quickly expanded. produstion was bound 
to be steep “and the corporations could not ve Sxveeses te ome 
4n the common cause of smashing Sermen imperialion witiont gatktng. 
handsome xewunisa profi ta. 


So-Tong as the corporatio rat: the productiys 


syatau-worke® With reasonable -effietency;—Hovrer tured neb—-intaryene 


i 


even-had—~he-manted to.dexmmmx That the greatest corporations prospere- 


ed during the war Mie oonsidered just and natural. To maintain 


a Teguise flow of food he must rely on the men of ‘industry, the men 


who controlled and therefore eosmnéed the nation’s mam resources. 
armors 
Tho fummar gained fron anoneated dese nd» though of course, they 


a3 not enjoy a profit comparable to that of the proeessors, 
manufacturers, and distributors. The consumers paid higher prices and 


real wages diminished ; = af that , ry 


of_wagea_in dollars—to whet the duth_wages-could-buy tn SO wEMe? BOIS « 
Bab, the deersase was not too grest, an not great enouga to threaten : 


stab lit Bea oo 
0 the President, Hoover stated that under his policy, Stayupmex _ 


} 
‘ 


” 
4 


@ | 


| 


os 


ca 
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wadexnbhenpathxy" any profit in exeess of the normal. pre-war average | 
of th:t business and place where free, competitive conditions a= 
existed is deened to be unjust, unreasonable, unfair profit.” Meat 
packers, for example, were limited to a maximum of nine percent 
profit on invested capital. "I am confident," Hoover announeed 

with a good deal of fanfare, "that profiteering has, from a national 
point of view, been greatly reduced in regulated food trades." 
Boastfully, he informed President Wilson that food packers had. not 

made large profits because Foos Administration regulations prohiditea 
them -- evidence was a letter from the vice-president of the huge 
packing cmpx-corporation, sm Armour & Coe, which stated that his 
company had realized no inoreased profits on war business. President 
Wilson was Wnoonvinoed, "I do not trust the information these men give 
us," he replied to Hoover. But Hoover trusted the mex intelligent 
xendauty xhhax Saaaaes who headed the corporations, the-wise;>thes§se®, 
the-far-sighted.Laaders. He went to Steate Cais aN pecans for 

holp. His reasoning was simple: who better than the heads of corpora- 


tions mew the food business and who better could organise fater 
wart For example, Moover chose George M. R&tpig Rolph of the Caiitornis 
and Hawaiian Sugar Refining Company to head the sugar division, and 
as assistants to R&p Rolph he appointed, Farl D. Babst, president 

- “sugar refiners 

of the American Sugar Mefining Company (largest mamex senpaexktex in 

the world) and Jamison of Arbuckle Brothers. Hoover explained: "Tis 
army of civilians is an aray of speeialists and they oan be officered 
only vy mon from their om ranks -< from the commercial body of the 
Nation who have knowledge and experience in all the maltitudinovs 
wranches of their prod&ction and labor." 

a 


Judged wy performance, Nemmanx the Fool Administration una 


a 


enjoyed an impressive success. The Allies mers fea, andi the flow of * 
; ve 
agricultural commodities -- este, voor | jRUEAr, wheat and cereals, 


| 
| 
\ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


re 
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aeke~ never Rhrkumedkx faltered. Tre domestic market was well-supplied, 
and the xauemexatéien voluntesr conservation program succeeded. 
Sdortages wore to be expected: rdehmyocmnmen sdocsiye chem mn mer hems tx hens 
Unteedxitekezanthamx the United States su@fered little except 
invonvenience, and the Allies were kept in the war. Production 
bose sharply. Prices, to be sure, wentany throughout the war peried, 
but not sufficiently to ereate seriaus unrest or 60 she endanger 
the war effort. | 

had yD-we-peke-tOF There were those who 
criticized Hoover because the farmer gained far less than the 
processors and other entrepreneurs, because the gughte xepierkt 


moumfaahumanxnmhreeksh ern sagegedneetisex Food Administration 
pumh gave preference to. the large corporations over the snall 


manufacturers and retailers, ¢$u,t)» because the EEK pechdohh game 


putaan profits of km big business _ Zann hexpnerim dea pon 
anmicuanc pabénf arm yokes 

mamnkexk increased fantastically Sa aC at a 

xneeauenaeemxcRakcdesphtecprafhtacant — 


~ 


mm at the expense of the government and the consumers. But 


Shas Moot iteoring was not limited to fs 
food inkamueRes -- tim steel, coal, aluminum, machine tool, automtéve, 
and every other war industry paumapersbutemmxk took advantage of the 
ohayge : provitrer-¥}=tne emergency, 


frré rte on capital. 
Theo Goat operatoveqroported (0T! on capital atoak ashigh as 
73a 7,856 percent; Zax the-nameyeur®, elect?ice machiner and appliances 
18,204 percent clothing and dry goods stores, 9,826 portent,’ ita 


automobiles and parts 2y3@@uxtyme@x 2709 percent, supphur, 5,5. § porcen 
a te ge industries supervised by Hoover /A1d-zthbede WeEer 


{-CePItar stouk vnasz- 
tkhanx tine : 4ncreased their yield by 
ea peremnt, canners of fruit and vegetables, uy 2052 percent, | 


ete ! 
ong eee packers by 4,244“percent. in-other-words, prot i toowmeg was 
xexnrens wucnyexekexecumate seus the-patiernof-the-war: “he polities 


e 


Ws sphass “196 25 alert = 

quad looting. were: determined not adene wy Hoover, | “wal 

witircatie agrecaont of President wsece, the war cabinet, and ¢ other 
‘Yot het oOtHer- COU s-woMitexe—weer FO. Towed within 

feenework GF-eepitattent-foswe Wi with the lessons of ‘nea World Wer I 

‘ye widely ‘giown | pndcethedy-Akeowrecd, the sane pattern was mepes tec 
in World War a -=- despite price control, Appuetecry rationing, — 
* maxX renegotiation of war contracts, es ae : 


sobednlodin ‘Valls -capttaiiany 230 . 


ee 
ith- buainerss: H . 
aOR mest liens el apatite 
‘personal area am wress big wasiness man=tacbereees wat We was: 
tia Ustey Juteg 
no exceptions fan-dat pat. - sna of government » in afl polisy= 


‘ - tne Ware 
making pemuhen zn th ground, ess had = ‘Fepresentativess 


ines Seago: Rx hia ee outside, industry 
wilhes : 


Jit tae various departuents se the Food Administration ne! wile ave 


AT omy wy docs 
antagonized the very. corporations on — . 


his program depended. Se expressed his ome may outbooiey_and-nis 
and_the=gorerrmentes dilemma before xx a Senate cereskigeatnge 


. Goamodity whether ~ >... 
committee investigating/shorts gostinxia§e curs asked 2f he hadcast- 


) tasers sugar refiners ‘the —* — rate of profit aortic. 


: 
o e tae * 
wa kl cement na eercinrnhiarntermn 


‘e 


iret coe 


wal) WE * heatatsccmcai EAR wt (oaverluiteetred, Genconsey ‘bemeeeme 


wa” 
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a question; of=wke-owle: "Do you dispute the right of a commercial. : 
interest to make its prewar normal mal profit" ane , 


abkehcuthk wept on to remark that at he arog wdc ns xaonat pe Salon cain 
ae oual "in theory that no one shond make a profit at all out of this 


. war, but Bg have serious doubts whether as an economic’ system the | 


country. would revolve twenty-four hours without it? - 
bk 1 wheel; natn” ran ~ eens 
He must face reality, and“ vre7vent. he wns t dpe eee 


tame | A 
preserve the status QUO, work within -the mem: produstive syste s a 


Ceca aap ate ~f:- 
Ly _ ehoose gr bis, lisutenants 
anit, He Tan ngs ME” Co? hele 
1 SUeeTPY sreaxidcnsichaenpech Me had ne patience witie. Ti dasa 


theeatqued—to— ~ 
taart ancien phen =a lage Ghamiate Be<talket-sonowrery- 


he mane 


prow¥ifsors und enjoyed in normal tunes, Somat Hoover replied with : 
| 
| 
| 


‘ee preservation sornspibaanapatin. the. “free enterprise sratenreeeth, 


mimes aoe . ama wom ee mee Oe ~ mm 


=, = ayaten somalia Pe ana sone feaseasovant 


x 
* 

reer e 4 + » 

eet acer aes Oey gh ck a Sh a ta as cc a 


“Pd 
2am ne what he considered the 


fundamental laws Me pieieky 3 Y operated’ ‘andependently. of man's 
“owe 


hah Ad : 

consciousnéss; vithon oa Goepetatabe, ‘alter or constrain ‘these laws. ay 
en) 

pawerves democracy. wee an elaborate facade, resting ‘on nb ‘na rebe - of 


the-finanoters and industrialists -- with the consent of the ruled. _| 


@2le 
Ostensibly, the people had the right to grant or withhold their 
approval, since semesitmtkts-wis—thetr—democratrefenewhon. And 
fetes stickiong xine xmsey the Food Administration provided for 
RAMERmeaRhx representatives, of consumers, farmers, and workers as 


Wwe 


well as manufacturers, processors, and other entrepreneurs, om 
pol soyx-malcing-ecumSESON. But Rusxrexnbhtaxetonetonp iocie erphmaent 


wath j 
Sniuxmmeep dy? maxing mado this esture to pusesple 
ake Beh PLLA bar Mihara te duesgrahe 
Semogreeys Fi Hoover aS neat“ et ene pe : 


[rw wet 
fen og nn ccswwvty “pissed! on his Same eee 
wueaiiibatieres of the titx i 
ed inito giv oo — approval of policy when Hoover 


__ works all e 
pA thought of it, es vo seldom ‘hays, rexcecunise gical cheno ease 


és Ss : 1t-theynded oboe? -suggestions pteey 
¥ were pakitishy politely wa ft po 
politely waved aside. The farmers were xeprasmntatixe 
presembprbutehhezwere the big farmers with politiégal influence, not 


® the middle ani small farners 9, wes comprise sighty percent of the 
mi ; | producers, sgt whose outlook was asidtasteut STC thet-wh-bhe—Ter ge 


famuers_ag_thecuekcore-qutlo clowns Sif TOFGAE Flom . | 
xt A is mainstay of Heesor s cneniion and - 
mga ie cease et ge 
gusnpaxiak inttviduale_sndwas-fercedato-leaa-on-the-spokeemen of 

. Haturally; there was oritieism. The most vooal came not from. : 
the the consumers, small farmers, or individual. anugacturers, since 
and none abayex 
powers the oriticisms wore 


none of thexksm these groups was organis 
- exercised 

repumeanket any significant politi 
raised by anti-aduinistration egislators amamk anxious to smear | 
the President and to ae the Democratic Party mk in power. 
Senators Lodge and Reed sniped xk continuously and whenever a 


germine eritiet as heard, took it over for their own political 


a 


~ purposes. They vadgered,Hoover who had no political experience, who 
@ | had lived outside the United States for twenty years and was apt to 


- 22e 
Atrotis./ Senator Sacrwh. Willian BF Borah of Idaho 


Spi ioeavcEas cca oss colesiaiedy paren ial the vast a 
monopolies (packers, millers, and canners)se.eI do not mean to say, 
sir, that Mr. Hoover himself has received any personal or 
individual benefit by reason of that. I simply mean to say that his 
viewpoint is such that he permits those people to, in effect, 

fix their own prices and to arrange their affairs to such an extent 
that it is a ease of an individual dealing with himself in the 
transactions. I have been utterly amazed at the facts which show how 
these combines have influenced and controlled the situation." 
Istelaser yerrs, Saugraxemax Thomas D. Schall of Minnesota oakneicihe 
ie be Grporation "operated solely and entirely for the wenefit of 
the "big fellow,® using the machinery of storing and of marketing 
ami of gathering information soleley for pam tie ir profit." 
Henry C. Wallace, Seoretary of Agriculture, declared that 

"fne Food Administration has been run upon the theory that the great 
special interests such as the packers, the canners, the nillers, 
should first be invited to suggest their own conditions and prices -- s. 
and often their own mon as well -- and then mst be persuaded 
voluntarilly to accept such modi®ications of these proposals as the 
Food Administration found it to be indispensable-to makes, g}$p9y, cee 

‘ Under thse circumsatneesseWie with thepower of the Food Administration 

largely in the hadns of mon nominated by and representing the packers 

and other great speéial interestse.sits seers to me as if the full 
measure of possible mistakes had bee pretty well filled to the prime 
Naturally there was 
ofitioism of the Food Administration,)uost from legislators 
anxious to smoar the President and embarrass the administration, 


. ' Sanpoerdgarede sera | 
Senators <a ee and Lodge delighted in 


Aaagering Hoover, wix=Ws surly muduxamktanlt WROR attacked, both 


a A ve 


" ! oe +s ate: ne “SO tne oe 


Tae attackers Proved the obviousi-6,Xpx$ fhe Food Administration a 
(14ke 011 other war agencies) pormittedel belotahoncdicns thee 


great corporations to make huge profits, pet Qisorimins bo against 
4 the farners | and Gama yer zal consumerse 2e Mecdanerrnx. Dellarea-year 
pene often paid thote an sales salaries of the co orat ions "lending" 
them to Hoover, advance on,to profiteer, maxuerxbhex 
ugar speculate, end SMXXx win advantages ofer competitors. 5. | 


Monopoly practices ef the-Rood Admini abpedbbet increased the kat# 


naxkin power of big business: at the expense of f smaller 


so. woe 


but jailed the y to boost peteee. and increase fthesr. 
margin of profit asomttame to the detriment of the consumers. 5S. In the 
meat division, the ign Leading ar pA forced Hoecver to- “ehange 
. his mind", s0 t ‘ “ho raitzers woudd: titton, 
dw hwemele “whe, any 

. Semin kegs and then be penalized wexhinsicpenicnses Ser-vataging then to 
thné_gpaaicdangdasihon Co hgets 

. 8 too fat --- tims allowing peseee packers to 


putenaxamixpadxaske the-prSirpeid-to the farmers, shine keeping the: 


puinanat siden thd peremaaeeel to te consumers at inflated 


levels. od : | 
: “ha maar TepTitin dnefficiency,” | 


/ 
Theme_were Qountless other charges: of Samafét atanapphn 


discrimination, viobation of sound business practices, disregaré for 


= tee-padentpios laid down by Congress) 4si-the-caaeBInE IVETEONRS 
gon 
ereating the F , and slweys profiteering, 
a wt profiteering, mow THWCEETSS Ob=pretijnaning. tuk Hoover was the. 
js sarget,’ si nce-henheadedvbnens penepetlld-he mast shoulder the 


‘ * * t 
at ba ' 
a - 4% - =e 2 ens * ‘ - 


240 
responsibility forxamg mistakes and failures. But Hoover's record - 
s ana 
was no worse than that of augus ttn -hess-oh day, otneh inbortant war 
agency. Hoover played the game according to the rules. On the whole, 
he agreed with the rules. Business was conducted fer profit -- max 
aaa or acne Wart@@S-or peacetime made no difference. The 
Yules pewmbtsed fine speeches may to rouse the-commepts patriotian: 
%A pp 4 
wut the speeches were not ‘ « The Food 
OT a Auml. de nbeulta 
Administration ax "stabilised" pricesat at-a-Lesel—eimt preddwi-thy 
dc : . . . ’ 
quan4® farmerfimto increasing xgrioulsmred- production. The conswrers 
Wow ptihenth Act, To umurty Can oft no phy 
rtd tote gyn to pepime-shenracan I "reasonably" 
inflated » and vohuntarilly cutting down wm cosumption of 
WAAL ” Sa bose Cc 
products ta which there waacdanger-of-sexieus shorteyas. And the 
wy Ga 
coporations didchnetr Vsuaiz=gesbeef buytgg cheap 
fom the farmers and"seli4eg inanchankaa-the processed product : 


dear. Sagmmcomnx Unlecachieycoulé—male.a_profit,- they would not ‘ 
stor tmers<ateres sent veel | rules of the gane and) Hoover agreed. 

Ke played his pit lee concealing fee profiteering whenever he eould. 

We persuaded the President/to suppress & report of ‘the Federal Trade 


Commission reporting on the staggering profits “eer made (eubnek 


- 


ad Oot aestion the part£iotism of tkexmmmxhmkadt thos 


"the big constructive men, the men of br: 
aay Tw dig busines 


» wut the slogan seid 


_vore the brund of the war. The 


acrifieeg> -- what wae Uy 
& capital and labor alike 
sons of workers and farmers 


farmencvosieed pa dawn to sundown, and -the-finemokere-wis0-WOrke a. 
; Deh S ; : y PRE ; 
The. workers bead-higher wages which did not with the eost of 


Si-vhgrgy the SAMOre, ; 


ws awit ton the goverment refunied Nope as part of seobrasamkxata their 


_ all capital, whether WET invested suxhingx before the war or ~ 


he 
Ke knew thatThe indignation of 


power, , west (wealth, eases vastly awelled profite. we Te 
Ord ing_to_his-eontributtons [Tne packers borrowed money from 
vdanks they wagem and paid theses Lame wex. niga interest rates — 


operational ScRtes ont. Tey rene porirtret totam profit on 


worrowed from themselves sim waaridlcr ‘ In terns of equality ef 
sacrifice, the murkime exhortations m& and promises made by the 
government and its war agencies mazaxfiteme misrepresented the 
facts. Hoover realized this. But that was the way. tienaaarpx oapitalion ; 
worked. He believed in capitalism, he believed that. dexpthen despite | 
absuses Bacln pre crisis of war, eapita, ism masaneee mast not 
eacahdunimninne Xai cu einnel, follow its om logie, and in the end, .would 
work out for the axhx good of all. We _Begrested the oriticians, hé- 7 
resented them since he considered objections arte carping. we 
stolidly pmeatase insisted that profits were "normal" o- that is, 
soon he cohld not and did not want to reetify, he refused to 
acknowledge. : - 8 
iacdencaterp antenna, To. Congress 
showed . a_oertain contempt, Bjn9e , she 
mon all Lodge and Reed Wan SEmuemnchcehogwembxev or saper-profite : 
gokng to the corporations was xethcexngemntneen. net gen' oo 
since Congress itself by, logielation prevented Koover. from interfering | 
too strenuously with profits even had he a considered sush | 
interference. He had contempt for politicians, who would take 
_advantage of any dislocation, mammmhter ever during © war. Ne kx 


" considered them opportuntst, insineere. Ne was doing a. xpeh splendsa 


jp» <= no one could deny that he had raised prodmotion and fed the - 


»- ~26e 4 yriehs ‘i 
‘ > aust) ip, | 
Allios.xhy qheir hostility to ais, Hoover wou far | 


piiahieachcn na dr Rsibkhkek sia xRRks eo SG asa 


g Congress sas ani ze opeartita tn, tteacde ala tesa fixtag 
certain legis re a napese the woollen 
prices; yet foxgmeniian xabbsiona o va Soret ec 


: Samgraxax Wher he Contd prgoee within certain = B, —s 
mrrurs{ Art 


the legislators 1 dono : 
prise tivetatiine, or course, -Seaaaine 5 han Hoover « end attempt 7 
stabilization, sh ubtwuebionswere diced toward exh the 
prices paid ily caraees, weer tenend. tS wa 
corporations. bys is answer was that he could we-reest force the 
farmers into line, and if he had attempted Saenger” to : 
vig business ,xukexpxadeek ker the corporations woulé reve refuse¢ 
to cooperate witictrte, and | the war effort ——- suffered: 


rani Gtnutdesing binceis,t i. treated 1 Gjastyy, Hoover 


was cold and monte ae Congress. 
He know that tricks -- and he Yaecatihine-ve guard hie sasere7 > 


ay; woatigata , cts | 
Si gp ces evasive andvt often misrepresent. ™ ‘Men sarod ome | 
wexhxinexduol whore he had practiced ix his profession au the last 
Fuenty years, he : “In the United States, in connection with ~— 
Mexico.” Sua Senator Vardaman continaed: "Wpat other oountries." | 
Hoover:"@nina, Australia, South Africa, and Russia, I think.” — 
‘Senator Viacwiman Vardaman: “Have you spent - very mach of your time in 
the United states in tho last twenty, years?".Moover: "I have spent - 
a@ considerable portion of my time here. I have been away off and on, 
sonetines for a. yoar, sometimes for two or three years.” ea N di ae 


om P teertiatase 
= wits’ showers to o&ber questions were apt to gf tha 


u., 4 false impression, tishe cotore Wy HES mmenayasivenees in nalugsanee. 


The memnemahtex demoorgoy Hoover praised in his: ‘speeches mad. ae 


“inconvenient aspects: Congress With-teeepertrtetens was one of then 
wl 


Hoover resented ony “Gichdemtmeree his methods;: shed et ete a jo» “4 . 


ee e ‘; a 7 ee a “ } ‘ -,. : i 
e Sak (ante ; AAG) Por fe hyd A waded veeunTibd fe o ARs. 
ss 


i 
i 
nferiors ates | 
inferiors.” © had nade ssnevs he naa /irust Soom Belgien ‘Mes f, — 
aad on pak hanels A 

was respected dna Congress ‘should, trust him -- a "constructive"man 

mare oh tof mhdduiy, where ° 

-of wealth rae ene m i 


geo ae 3 ‘ Beitr Pi 
NAVer CHaused. =, | . Hens Cruudud, 6 
- x¥ax Hoover hadclévtientespoovessr: politicling -hey~nesy, 2 
servants to take orders from ae with grr insight and vision, ; p 
a to _publine-settehes The nation aha t depend on thesenwhe iy lified ~ 
hops irra fabedey 5° ; * Ay . A 
wim ‘to rube—the-colintty -~ endther-wete net a. Rathemete- =f 
aren y wir | yn 
A ralers. Che-ctvSewePal wen of affairs, wees bank = % 


4 & 
accounts cee oe ee intelligence and responsibility. ead United 


Spates was a great capitalist Coumbey. The ‘ & ge showed ee | 
® Yevled by the capitalist, wg Inew whats best Spntiamtent—ttree- 


oltticians shou ) view-2x a was demago lie oo, 8nd ewer 
i wth “bah Netw. fad tolciny, 
Suljibbrwy dangerous’ &= “to pretend that the people the mb, thoy, f 
Wit majority eSagppho who-wewre poor and Sackdaretisasy to" make a success ¢ 
? Width afet oe Cue a 
of their own lives, shewint// : ei p 
oa wf & Deas a 7 
a.  & ee a 
tithketiy. ameweste Taras feels Be elsse Tie himself and inet 
wim he elected to cooperate with Bite] in the Food Administration - 
srt BP sed H 1d. think of aude eu fy 
ining ea. experience, Hoover cou of no man - 4 
feral REND uth WD de La tow laeet eA HAP 
i xumhaae clearer Mimteny Vision, gumatar meve relevant 


2. 
Syith experience, aay vetter training HOR pepits erie, eee 


ca er ee enna 
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e« 
of big business mounted fantastically at the expense. hel the 


conswmers and the governments. Bat profiteering was net* limited to | 
The steel, | 


food. Shwak, coal, aluminum, | machine eh automotive and every other | 
A certain | 
warmindaxiy war industry took advantage of the emergency. Suxk = | 


profits 
operatord, » for example, zepseted penfihe during the war years/o on 


capital stock as high as 220s ceneent;/sloates machhme and 
applisase mamifacturers, leyane percent; clothing and-dry good stores, 
9° 600 2,000 sub »000 


ajens percent; automobiles ani parts, * gyeee percent; zaptphar, 2yShs 
peroente Those industries eevee by Hoover reflected the general. 


pattern: various canners aut vegetables and fruits dnoreased their 
yield on capital stock by as mich as 2,000 percent, meat packers by 
-  remaxxda 4,000 percent. The policies that peraitted such unconsoieonadl¢ 


looting were determined not by Hoover alone, but in agreement with 


President 


hy "In most instances, the licensed Anausbrysamy. aay i. 
supervised by men wholly in sympathy ister’ said andnatry 


witness hostd2e-to Heover. asserted to a. Senate comnittes. “itax! : 


Ruk This was true, wat though Hoover ut felt he had no other + 

possible choice.” What was more aRRSREES ED Sumnant expe ie$x big 7 
- ahentxperhhahiag 

business men within me “Pood Administration Chaar cone ae 


: : += 2 3 


ee a 


fayored. the interests of “the big corporationsmxex over the smaller 
a still greater 
manufacturers; thoesherxe sek:t amt the result was a/concentration of 


power in the hands of the trusts at the expense of the smaller 


Pa 


" @ivision,. 
This took many fom. be | the moat iaduakeye for example, 


Skachien xem oan sor ADT ALO! was headed by representatives of the 
big packers, scm "loaned" as doller-a-year men to the Food 
Administration, wat marae usually meackecnbact hice hah EIAN 
xn contsntegsso draw’ dalaries®: ‘from tiated‘ ‘corproations , 
that-altowed-Roowerste-vee-tieiF shlite. As a reault, "She Food 
Administration is hobding ‘the Soales as between the big packers and 


independents. . 


‘the smaller packers of the country. I nave read here from two aiffer- 


entletters showing timt ttey are discriminating against the smaller 


The task of persuading 

The task of providing relief to an entire nation proved more | 
formidable than the committee had originally foreseen. With his passion fo: 
efficiency, Hoo er began to reorganize the sprawling committees that had 
‘mushroomed curing the first six weeks of WAP, consolidating agencies and : 
‘definint the functions and obligations of each. After some tentative 
shifts, Hoover and his assistants decided. to eliminate any specific: 
designation of sponsorship which might antagonise possible ya Supporters: | 
the word "American" was @ropped from the ‘title » and the mingkm simple 
designation substituted of "The Conmission for Relief in Belgium," | 


soon known by its initials, the C.RB. ‘The 
ercicienoy, Hoover began to reerganize-the sprawling mum cunmuice.. 


that had mushroomed during the first six weeks of war, consolidating 
agencies and defining the functions and obligations of eache After 
44 


seme tentative shifts » Hoover and his assistants decided to damp any - 
specific designation of eponeeretey: which might antagonize ete 


possible supporters. careers tiara tatnangatash sme ade cadtan 
was dropped from the title, in-faever-e€ the , kasiemtton ~& 
/enixSomapcharhthamaiteme 2h 


erzoan" xaxhmixitamh?’The Commission 
Z, Roary 
: for Relief Belgian, soon known by its initdals, ihm C.oRBe The ~- 


Solvay-Franqui committee in Brussels expanded to serve all Belgiun, . 
‘Yenamed the MimttenNakienxh Comite National de Secours et a*Alimenta- 


_ tions The C.8.B. enlisted as diplomatic sponsors » tho Spanish and. 


ae ene 
re Al CT 
- Lloyd George denounced this attitude as monstrous. Hoover 


replief, "Be that as it might,-one matter stood out. in my mind, and - 
that was that the English people had undertaken this war for. the avowed 
purpose of protecting the existence of small nations, or. time vindicat 
the guaranteed neutrality by which small nations might exist, for the 
avowed purpos6 ‘Of eGgn}teoing kxxa to the world the continuance of >: 
democracy xEx as against autocracy in apvernnent." Hoovevis arguments 
wath Lioyd George, whe-eaw—theaneede to ecient inarpett 
 the~genegebty Lmomxakh pro-Allied opinion in the United States. the - 


Minister ahcumpxuagm abruptly told his colleagens: "T am convinced. Fou. | 


% ft 


Bubp bend corandty 


op ey 


Md Wg, Ne portdads wee on 


Ut inbtccect ae Cruden fa lebig 


es ae 


aS 


poe 
ppteate 


| 
‘ 
! 
! 


Whe 


vA 


Chapter X. 
: 4 
Food for Europe: November 1918 - July(¥} 192% 


The war ended abruptly. The Allied High Command ‘hed expected 
Germm resistence to continue at least another year, but the blockade - 
had finally worn dom the Central Powers. Hopeless peopbe refused to 
fight one For his part, Hoover did not pretend to any -xuthemtay military 
knowledge; he hemt accepted the generals! predictions and lat planned 
his food program accordingly. War or Armistice, he knew that devastated 
Europe would be clamoring for all the supplies that could be delivered. . 
The Armistice merely altered the manner of distribution, not the need. 
- Pann bhina. cs Aenietts A 
In fact, e, Hoover had/initiated 
Lathe FSG O8O, 
discussions with aaa Wilson on post-war relief. "Famine is the 
mother of anarchy," ‘he said; and "Right feeding corrects wrong thinking.” ~ 
On his shoulders, by vitrue of his control of food, fell the responsibility 
t t the coll £ otvitization. 2 “PAR yeti, 
© preven @ collapse of c zatione 
P: > ese the w,t,08 pyle of tot 9 Cool Ease, 
If anything, the danger of faminésincreased with the end 
tpriatayhd, 


brtamens, 
of hostilities. Revolution broke out in Germfnyzaand—Austaia, and spresc 


Crt tent bath VAAe 


to the new liderated countries born out of the pompsreas All over exhausted 


Europe, transportation, production, and distributing services broke down. 


-The governments of ewe young nations struggling for existence had not yet 


established their authority: civil war blazed in central and eastern 
Europe, & i agian for power between the radical masses and xns upper-class 
reaction pv the nobility, the aristocratic officer corps, the feudal 
landlords, and the barons of finance and industry. Hoover had foreseen 

the confusion and had warned that food alone could restore authority and 
check the spread of socialism. But the Allies, in their fear of the UPAR 


ud. : 
upsurge of ,people which moms profoundly siamese threatened the stability 
or oxe? the victor nations, clung to the wartime blockade against Hoover's 


sche Piece eT — Ll 


-2= 
warnings that the consequences of starvation wAReKeO ME inewEnthehxhhe could 
pRemmEminsnmnim well be ominous. The French government obstinately insisted 
on sta_rving the "Boches" who-mist"6S Hade=to=sugrermso that “tua would | 
sign the peace the yeauchk hoped to impose. The English, less blatant, 
nevertheless vimeay €5 xin use food  ritlelagek tre mee advantages. If the © 
vdlockade caused suffering to neutral and liberated countries, that was Ww 


Awl, 
oouves unfortungte, but unavoidable. The Allied 4igh Zommand refused to 


risk possible leakage of food into Gemanye . ) 
On Wilson's demand, . the Allies reluctantly agreed to concessions: 
in favor of the non-enemy countries, if these concessions were determined 
by an Inter-Allied committee in charge.of foods The negotiations Lor sites 
ComssBBS5~ commenced before the German collapse. Hoover, however, disliked ‘ 
the whole idea of joint control. On the day the Armisitce was signed, he 
“h epee Pena He wrote President Wilson an uggent note protesting 
@ * that the Allied proposal "fills me with complete horror." He viekemsly - 
ae ig Fever wong cooperative arrangements that look to the control of our 
exports after Sesasse Hs explained, in an inter-office menoranéun 
circulated among Food Administration personnel, that "Attempts to deal with 
the problems through the second-class minds and jealousies of the present 
inter=Allied bodies is hopeless." He could not help being alarmed at the 
prospect of interference from the "pgnheads of bureaucratic Europes” 

’ The President readily agreed that food policies mist remain 
in American hands. He requested Hoover to hurry to Europe as his representa- 
tive. Hoover left for London a week after the Armisitice. 4e ma a clear 
4dea of what he wanted to do, aa pantie all provisioning without 
consulting ang the Allies -- or any other person, with the exception of’ the 
President. His organization would be mannadxbyxfimamet composed of men 
loyal to him personally, who had worked for him in the days of Belgiun 


relief or in Washington, who called him "The Chief,” and who never 


questioned his deeisions. 


ai ins Hab Se Si : ~ ~ eo ~— -_ ee op tee a ee ee 


He foum that he could not so easily ignore the Allies. While 
all inmediately available food was produced in the United States and, for 
the most part, paid for either directly by the U.S. Treasury or through 
loans to the Allies and the lihavwtsd Bovernnonts of ‘the liberated countries, 


we ty Lents Wy 
shipping was still fointl. e foman military and the 


. dDlockade was supervised by the High Command. Unless Hoover cooperated with 


the English and Brenc}, he could not get food transported or distributede . 
Before departing from Washington, he persuaded the U.S. Army 
to purchase large stocks of foodstuffs to be shipped to France for 
storage and subsequent reconsignment. In other words, he sought to build 
up reserves on which he could draw as soon as he reached agreement on 
policy in London. On his arrival, he tried to formate a working plan 
acceptable to the Allies. But red tape aKa suspicion creased exasperating 
delayse Hoover refused to walt on the politigians: he despatched a 
small group of his men to Poland, Austria, and the Balkans to investigate 
conditions ané to report on the needs * these regions. He persuaded Pramtitn 
President Wilson to suggest methods of procedure to the Allies: Wilson 
4nstructed his unofficial representative, Colonel E3 M. House to draw up 
a note to the Allied governments requestibf Hoover's appointment as Director 
General of Relief incharge of provisioning the eremy and liverated 
populations ne Allies procrastinated. With: Wilson's dermission, Hoover 


opened an office in Paris a began ship ping food to Serbia =~ Petia 
A Ba Wyrad ie Hawcos, — he tha» acived rng 
fianoing Mr out of a 5,000,000 

fundge Immediately, the French and otis, afraid of being expluded 


alotgether, sent representatives to cooperate with Hoover’ s staft./Because 


Ptah 


Hoover refused to be put off, the Allies agreed on the last day of 1918 
to establish a Supreme Council of Supply and Relief, and@ less thak two 
weeks lator mameimipmamm accepted Hoover as Director General of this body. 
But within a month, the problems of feeding most of Europe proved far too 
complex to be administered by this isolated committee. The Council was 
transformed into a food section headed by Hoover and attached to the 


| 


“4- 


Supreme Economlo Council (responsible dtreotly to the Syprene War Council, | 
the highest maiyx executive body, duming the- Armistice period. ‘Paktetemn 
_ WAxeXeNp pom atime Ch nd dem tink ax Tals inter-dependent organization - 


supposedly coordinated policios. : . : 


* 


The problems of relief were not merely organizational. Four 


days after the Armistice, while Hoover was still in Washington, he issued 


a "Memorandum on Reconstruction," outlining five urgent reasons for getting | 
supplies xm into Europe. The first reason was simply "to stem the side. | 
of Bolshevism.” The second stressed tise aeability could net/be assured | 
in countries where the population waststary rving.e Third, preg stability 
must be contoved” iy tne enemy nations if ‘tho-wamgeetaase expected to collect: 
indemnities. Fourth, since Allied and American troops were to occupy ; 
certain portions of Gemmany (and perhaps of Austria} , the feeding of these 
| countries was imperative to avoid resistence and to save lives and: money. 
e i ; Pinally, the spread of Bolshevism threatened all of Europe, ani shm only | 
bg alleviating starvation could the anti=Bolshevik governments sponsored” 
vy sad Allied and Assdclated powers be made secure.” 
Hoover did not indlude in this memorandum certain other - | 
reasons for relief. During the war, the Food Administration had urged | 
American producers to increase agricultural surpluses. When the war suddenly 
halted, Hoover recognized the danger these suacesnee eae 8 
American market, causing a break in pe iasanpaes prices (which would lead 
to an abrupt over-all deflation? anda ‘Collpase of American economy. Am 
Lumeaiate post-war depression would rob the United States of, benefits it 
sought out of the war -- and Roover’, the Food Administrator, might well 
be considered the villainy i His ‘political future would be ruined almost 
at om inception. ; 
: Particularly, Hoover wouried xamk over the ‘surplus of - 
-larg and pork. Por Defoenber 1918, the Food Administration had on hand 


& 350,000,000 pounds of pork products over and above the, needs. of the Kare 


wm Ok Ltt 
= aoe to German ny Ce emarmeatee payment in kind. The proposal. was : 


_managed to absorb the surplus and to save the peek market. Ta this way, he - 
: , : iy Zs i 1%! 
salvaged his own prestige and the *pork producers! guaranteed return ta-taie 
Sn an a 


ee OFT se. ot hit 
"Cy difficult period after~bhe—Armsetice until fimsary the German blockade 
} 


- ~~ 
, -5- . - - : 


_ United States. Some of this sirplus was highly perishable. For each of the .- . 
“next two months, the surplus would exceed 400,000, 000 youn e: In order to ! 
maintain the price of 17% cents per pound already > podlises 8S" the hog Faleors; 
Heswer mist find some means of | disposing of tRe aspliaen To ve sure, the ( 
Allies “had contracted for hm most of fall cessor » and” the war tu : 
continued, Mamume there would” have been no problem. But with the inact 
England, France, and Italy cancelled bwetr orders and Hoover!s attempts ‘to 
force these nataons to honor prévious commitments were successful only in 
the case of France and *ealy. ‘Me English steadfastly refused to fulfill 
pone yorchare sonteeete. prado x santa hoping theweey to break the 
high-préves and to benefit Suman from bles beget lower prices at 

a later-date. The British argued that they acacia nthe nth x aee ee 


A dakhapoudixean if the United States wanted to dump the pork, Denne 


U.S. Treasury should advance a special loan to cover the purchase. : 

The packers suggested that Hoover rama reduce the “pie price 
guataabecd to the.farmer, onegek. But this "solution" would ruin ot hog 
raisers, and xuaak amount to “political suioide for Hoover who had pledged 
a minimum price as rk products jtexbhenpredicese. Instead, Hoover proposed 
oe that by ar iift the blockade against comnang allow 
UeSe pork to Saneh the starving population; he suggested that the pork be, 
sold to neutral countries for cash, pad the niigtrals in turn coun 3 aaa 


xppemman: accepted -- until the High Command intervened and for political . 
reasons refused to violate the plookade. Hoover then ordered the “rain a 


Corporation to purchase all. the pork 4t could ‘Possibly afford for z 
subsequent relief, and, by rushing shipment s to the liberated countries, he ee 


oneness . . ia : 
paedauad }_ mycoses hander eon tag rpMEK : mx D cormameaspeg nT ams ne ced suSwwentiee 


» 


was relaxed in March 1919. - - 


! ate 
Still, his maaan maneuver bet exposed him ge Senate attack. Ehosident 


Wilson had asked Congress to appropriate $100,000,000 for the purchase of 
relief food, am had instructed Hoover to form the American Kelief 
Administration to allacate and handle all food purchased with this funde 

But Conggess, hostile to Wilson since the mid-term elections of Nowemberg 1918 
and suspicious of Seco satcoa xpeih ich tem Hoover, delayed approval. The slats 
question was raised whether 
Hoover was the best man to administer’ Sts large fund: he Was accused by” 
witnesses of having enbered into agreement with the meat packers to help 


Muetey G 


them unload surphuses ag high prices on Europe, and of ywaimg pudlic funds 


for this ial aig Certain Senators a that tie priceSto ‘vite producerS* 

be maintained apd * tne Bh ee Woes —vyy~-the- packers be reduced -=- thus i 

Xewaxfiim lowering the retail price of meah and encouraging greater domestic 

consumptione Srexmtmerdin xmdmhion The influential Senator from Idaho, William 
& E. Borah, attacked Hoover as a spokesman for monopoly, who had permitted 


the packers to make "unconscionable" profits during the war emergencye 
"How did they Yenc packers] get 4t?™ he demandeds “They got it undér the 
administration of Mr. Hoover, and he is still helping theme And he has 
transferred 
snunufament the same represengatives of the packers to Burope $hat he had 
with him in his Pood Administratione They are in Europe now, dickering 
to unload the packers! surplus on Europe. The scheme to ronsole starving! 
Europe did not originate in Europe. It originated in Chicagoe™? 

Ultimately, Congress <gt appropriated the $100,000,000 and Hoover 
supervised its wap Aduvetwwi- 
xuaubehereintk through the American Relief Administration, which resembled 


the old C.R.B. All 200d was distributed by Americans (often Pyare ea ; 
recipient. 


rs Ants P 
cooperating with local committees in tee-maxtmax countries. “Sha b= 3} Yaris iB 
determned policies, soomertoes “zis i Fanta, ? 

xekinpy fc nfermahtoxm f 


Hoover mutictmatbnmittet A.R.A. rebtef rene keohx 
To tA UNE wd Une, Alice, 


Ror oration received from his staff in the eioteaesd Vand pe Cleared AcReAe projects 


Comer! 
through the food seotion of tte Economic Council, am rdah he ; dominated ad 
fA 


A 
feamxuktianxherkek w: already appointed him D rector General of Kelier. 


\\. Noma Se ee , a 
Bepeeaty | BR oR scl moire tha or suey ty saci a ia AG 


alas mech Colond ok lel 7 aaDle 
whrengh the sah en fund ¢ Hoover 8 organization 


ew iren Ae. Awe Uf lnlief 
RAE, sbelassiee by direct Peat af (as | 
pel 
in the case of ee which Bold tocever food shipments)» 


Sixx whether itnmac Riba Waebh, roene to the Allied governments (as in the 


hy paaccastl 
ase of Austria, wnggie men fotby praia 5 ne eed 
r * 


wy U.S. Treasury loang.to—shese goverments)3; whethe 
Treas wry oe: cae 
by direct/loans,to t the rations _ recokvaie Shipnonts (as in the case of 
Greece and Italy); or whether thew tisd—wae provided on credit, thenSéepmering 
of-wtirichrwere—smeamn "to be arrangedgaater (as in the case of shipments to 


the White, governments of Yuouahh Yudenitch mx and Deniken)e 


Ostensibly, Hoover mist defer to the Surpeme Economie 
Council. Actually, as the most influential member of the Council, he. 
determined policy de diecel arcs Cor himecit, Hee ees ° 1ee> 
Ny « Howwer dealt directly wi othe ner governments .of the liberated 
or Bie determining the amounts and xumhiktem of food to deliver. He could 
not, of course, violate the Dilockade. But he fought against it vigorously 
through President Wilson, who trusted ‘Hoover's judgnent. In the end, he 
managed to EGE ene tRockade against Gerriany Lifted. As he kept ymimimem 
insisting to the President, the world had to live with Germany -=- it would 
be wiser to heme Ay stable Garman government ea re than’a Germany 
dominated by anarchy and Bolshevisn. "Pamine," he stressed“once again, 
ios the mother of anrrohye" , 
. . 

Bs wreke peslcaré?-the Armistice pa nin sh AS 
th Versailles Treaty) waisigned bythe wiiere-ofectata), the peace makers 
met in Paris. During-most of thi | pemmed,_the—B&g-Four--« —Wrison,-Lloya 
finama Gedrge;-Olemencean, end-Orlendose= nere-dratting the treatyeeHoover_- 
was not officially associated with the American peace conmigeion, but he _ 


gave his counsel freely, often unsoaictted. Ye had definite ideas of what 


om i od Me 


i 


re 
the peace must accomplash. Food was his weapon, the most powerful and 
persuasive weapon of all. He did his utmost, with extraottdinary success, 
to wield the weapon Snenafmbhy effedtively, to use it to establish the 
precondiotions of what he sieterg peace should achieve. 

meet 


roblem of petoe=nas,—tamthan tn~the-eyes-ofsthe Big 
dba, 3 Fes, Yowaveess ss Jolsre” picky TG thin anil oe tS 7S 
Four qnd_Hogver-enp: ¢ieally agreed), kha primarilly snynabx problen 


, yl? ge proventame, the spread of socialism. The peace makers agreed that the 


, Soviet goverument: in Russia mist be per by-whatever-meage~pr oved 

. " Gifestite, and the nation restored to its asset rulers -- either as a 
modified autocracy, or as a capitalist democracy * ehase the property rights 
of landlords and industrialfists (ana of course, of foreign -AnvestoBs) 


would be properly safeguarded. In addition, the spread of Russian * Metormenetom 


"Bolshevisn" must be prevented in Europe and in the colonial mupioex world. 
Bolshevism, to the statesnfn, was synonymous to mirder, ‘torture, arson, 
rape, free love » the destruction of property, amd worst of all, the 
appropriation of foreign investments and the elimination of private profits. 
Ram The peace makers realized that Bolshevism was merely a more horrendous 
name for socialism -= but the war had not been fought to have it end with .- 
the destruction of man's noblest achievemant, the capitalist system. : 
There were several methods of launching the campaign agetalit 
socieitem, The most obvious was to send Allied and American troops into 


- Russia to crush the Soviet government. The secom was to intervene by 


proxy, vy aippowt es with men, mont tsons, and suppliés Rie interventionist 
‘armies led by self-appointed patriots (usually Guentatrxgenarndmn Ceariet 

generals or outeand-out dorigands with visions of loot and power). The third ° 

was to crush socialism wherever it appeared outside of Russia with the whem - 

blockade, and if meceasarye by armed force, and to impose Wx "democratic" 

L ae) 
regimes that would s ow their gratitude to the western powers by’ openbens 
ag-their countries to Loreign investorse - 


Hoover opposed the first method as impractical <= peace, 


: ‘ \e LAme it sat abt tht weleke cgiallaon , 

=o "dire lai ta aut thn nei 

ae ae es Bets 

he contended, could not be established: vy making more war, mead Desines, 


dab tol 
aumhen there.was—denger that the invading armies would be max ingeoted by - 
Ne Ctrraulug f 
the Porshey tse fever. pene second method -he~#emm no more reliable, Sine 
. athe costly and at best a poor gamble} xiiemiend The third method was likely 
to defeat igtself if items based on force and not on paxsmatet persuasion 
| he pistes that ee ms . on 
Ma Since/soclalism was the legazsy of famine, he insisted that the western 
sete MUR ih beth olin ae at 
ponsre had only to provide thd peapre with-food / Pput-themsve-wEyk, and 
Svs. Ay : 
socialism bcd wither for lack of. tL", waka weak government," } 
tomas noe x pee xd hAM said Hoover Same yoars later in i 


summing up his theory, "possessed of the weapon of food for starving 


Sa ae aces Lees es fo ae ce 8 eran 
i 
i 


people can preserve and strengthen itself more effectively than by arns."! 


Vrne pence. peace conference % 
wy watAez shewad choose ef governments we support zhx and then 
pe people 
SL eviale sufficient food to mabawr these, governnents to whip the -s 
re 


owt 
into lane. If ts® beneficiary of *AieER lamgence refused to follow’ 
instructions, then food could de Toot and’ the pffender would fall into 
: line quickly enoughe | sven in d Soviet Russia, Hoover was sure 
werd Afhieles Conaaeoe 
that ££ food HOE WER poured. into the country, 


fo., ed 
Puw? torgot beg radical leaders.Once the blockade weve relaxed, the main 
advanc a io 
excuse/the Be Bolsheviks maixenema fer their failures would vanish and the 
It was - 
Po eee pie would suddenly ee a intolerable. Sum ahp 


Mira” 
the stubborn and indiscriminate ‘use of the binmnk blockade that 


Sins dS yeaah tanta he 


prodded populations into desperation and made them easy pray prey to ta 
unscrupulous agitators preaching socialism, anarchy, tle Genesee of 
pravate=promit entesg®ise -- Bolshevism 

Hoover's argunents~= and he was by no means mxbtatetk 


hesitant in titted them ah thasBrestdent tar xeveneton oo at yore Wilson, . 


Pred wre ef LL 
vut that did eas means 8 4 dvadedudy Hoover’ 8 suggesticns. Xe under 


dyna, Tht 
intolerable pressure throughout ae peace seater awit he Baxeuay t. 
on every inmediate’ issue inaretum fer Allie ethos to form a League 
based on seepage his famous Fourteen 


Fointse So far as the liberated nations ort “= Jugesiavia, Hungary, Foland, 


of Nations 


i = - 


iskand of territory xummmixiigemew where the Seo caiman Lenin government 


~10- ’ we i as Af 


_ Czechoslovakia, Pinalnd ami the Baltic countries,-- Wilson persuaded the a 


Big Four to give Hoover a free hand so loyg as he did not compromize with 
liberalism. The Big Four were xmfexmRutomemwix safe in trusting Hoovere 1 
But when it came to Germany and Soviet “issia, the peace makers ignored 
Hoovery who insis hat to-htesetedt the kumita blockade was never 


ys 


"an effective” scar easel to force peace; it is mn effective, however,to _ 
force Bolshevism." Etees Qnay when Germany and Austria were on the verge 
of cobpapse (or, dnxpubxihk from the point of view of the revolutionary 
forces within these nations, on the ‘verge of a peo le's victory) that wa 
the blockade was hastily removed and Hoover ‘mae authoritof to begin zc0e 
shipments. Mommanxsmieontedzmaatng But even after=the-DI0s RRS 5 Was 
countermeaaiea, Hoover continued to insist that the delay pad done 
incalculable harm and- post ponsdiveceveryel in vee to tle Cotvimewb—ef 
the-whole capitalist world. 3 og , 

As for Bussia, the Big Four momentarilly played with the 


idea of halting fh @ war raging on all sides of kkm the small Bakshemizst 
with “oscow as its center 


_ still clung to power. The peace conference proposed” a separte conferance R 


to be held at Renee? While vhhestiemink at which the Soviet government and 3 


DEC preactnh UT AM AL Leah Mitr 1%) wareoest Urtinee wn Pauase’s Ile WET agent Ue Leg XW 
The Soviets accepted the invitation,with-certain-resemvetienss e'Whites - 


wat ign 
ASS ojeoten Sh. 4$ out of hand. But the oo advance of Admiral Kolchak's 


wad 
PS mamauders eal raised hopes as Paris that rps would fall end-the- 
) 
S Boshevikederextea, and alI~ttowgrt-et the Prinkipo” confewsnce was auf 


fe 


guovht fh sis Ord Mfrclin, Rak Widarel Coruesses Cire ; 
abiienned. aioe Rrostcens Wilson later oxew unwillingness to i 


“n 


pre stop the was suas pt be re. bie bel ahd Pep ni haat ir apoeed GiGe; 
Misntngnkwendehn statéeg ' that the ~onin gosarsment. ed refu 


pragseed -sontéwenee “= an explanation peek ;“patentdy_violated a lete facts. But 


Nw 
Wilson Tike his pexee—maekng Sor tenene ss ed-fer- ‘nlorepresentine 


pars 
the-traek because fie hate Tor Bolsherien nly Cstoemen an obsession, and wa? 
Wahine 0 fatlry ; 


say nouMeasen to give the enemy the benefit of the truths ee es 


a er 


Petes President outs tet the sup yoce of “Russia atone, Me 
probity at it uneasily like a manvorrying a sore tooth, with-hte-tongue. 
Secretly, with Laoyd George's approval but without telling Vlemencueau, 
Wilson despatched an unofficial nisslons hewée by the enthusiastic young j | 
eristoorat William Bullitt, to-Ruseia to t what Lenin's government | | 


anarin And AIA Prue wurh Ce ce 
was up to. Ween Bullitt, repurved hat mm the “olsheviks were trying to 


vuild a democratic state for the benefit of the majority, Jchuptimxeencl 
Whbamex and that the horror stories. uf about =e wnxbuituk Soviets were 


mt Rhee baseless ,and shedit neratatyr sit nothing hetiox than deliberate 
al Wily 


idatay | VE, ay 
falsehoodsy Lloyd George and Wils WIR abrucul mtly tionsetscuacetaacon waved . 


yl | — 
owtine facts, assd@e and contimed towgdase full support to every anti-Soviet 


plot; “vvrery"hostile action SOE EG o enaeits Liter ememSROReUSTE NES American 
troops joined-the—intervertton;7a ae ae the Allies on the costly and 
abortive expeditions to Murmansk and Aoonaneie, eee after the Japanese 
in Siberia. : ; , | 
Wilson \nxssuxbbn bowed to the imperialists of the “1d World. iy 
So long as the President was rae a Leagme of Nations, he rationalized | | 
his willingness to “aliew qvoryy prokize wfixexdemmexe ich om FAIR made-vofove-bio | | 
war-ended: of a democratic peace, Wabh self-determination all Clee phat | ; 
Lurope | te-bewmniair Tenor TeX. For all his rhetorio, Wise elses ea) moge' a 
ae 27 ot = em casera alien teamed 
ser "democracy! ay ain was satisfied by parliamentary forms. and careless 
of content. Sevens ae announced intentions comctemax miata bo xnbax sounded ; 
well, he sumxpenfnxrmanaex did not dother Zavout performance. He came to 
Europe filled with zeal and idealism: Ye was. horrified to find the people af . 
mochthingnta distrustful minxkt of-premeses and xaieahtgx moving toward | 
socialisme He was deeply saddened by the varefaced greed of the Allies, dy a 
their frank imperialism. All Wilson wanted was complete freedom for — 
American mpneresy capitalism to invest in ‘the world a "nice™ imperialisn 
ef tne Oe ik proper safeguards to the investor} to -replace erate 


Eupogeen imperialism of moxqwoaxk rovce desienedtonaass tbc peTEROEE-pmEY 


AT. ie 
: Pa ie teinse oe 


~ 
| 
: 
t 
4 
{ 


foxrminwastmanigxtin 
t pA tondpen markets : 
it maonamonks for American products «maxexemseextxhe The United States had 


UF the French and British clung to what Wilson condemned as ee politics.’ Be 


=l2. Fa . 7 be 7 
tn Burope_and_to_nainteta-the-COTonial wyetoaymtn-the rest-se=themwoiibt : 
_they were threatened by ~~ 
‘the Allies seemed to distrust the United States -- as though/American 
desires for oil concessions in for investment , 
inkaxyashxix ‘ahi the Near East, i anfadsone tat peecreum 8s) 


for’ the chance to build  _ 
thanatidhugxag modern factories and shomenate 


the money -= and the United States had rescued the world from Gorman 

mnimanxeyunx autocracye The United hat States had clearly earned the ‘ 

right to demand xmni@panxbearix a world-wide "open door” of equal pa: 

fr American tnvishmntamntinanetat finance capitalism. 7 

: uk - This~"nice—: my To Wason! 8 surprise, Snook aid 

rathesin mabey not.aeem_ to-inepise Bribich xb xdine xak the British and 
agers Te brery awa : 

¥rencha Perhaps, because Whieordex the United statoqhad the -meaygy for 

investment while 

dnwextmanh pork both xhe Great Britain and France were deeply in aevt as 


result of the nayymmxthm war but-Kékeondewhia teaver thereesOn> methioar 
' : eee Sie maa 


had contempt for French demands t piee protectea for-aii-weime 


against a “resurgent Sone y and for-tietiznrid-destro for & series of ” | 
Brann sO anti 4 

alliances thatuweadd sites assur)? rench domination of the contnent. He was 

yur Ae CLO5 + | 

astounied at the British decision—taat Germany iniee—-be-revurIt-be-prowite - | 

a continental balance = power against. tinaxiiine oak erobnang France. He | 

| 


2) ae 


was annoyed that! no cue: e ed his “vague theoty of self= “| 


determination.» +t zt the colonies. He deniurred at: Italian 


e Rt. 

demands for territorial piavdeateeanie’ and Ja ariesé. “demands: for. a slice of 
Siberia and. largeboncessions in China, rt contkniiea Japanese 
“occupation of Shantugge, Ye was dismayed by the renewal, of the. Sagecexen - p$ 
British-Hapanese naval treaby, niet obviously. directed ‘against the United © . 
States. And-the-Prewident, tn nis attempt toPbring enlightenment ana ee 
: ta raat | 
ahtimohmbtax American altruism to’ ‘the stiff-necked Miropeans;.3 pod = . 
. ¢ w~ | 


i 
oe imperialist\pertebes of Lloyd George and Creneribéua, Orlando. and 3 F 
al rte, afin fe aad mut A veges ae 
Pdr emer: j 
{ 


Japanese delegation == un facodewtth a final aséteton < wes 


woth ma" vane 


i we 
eng a 


es 


a 


0 oe seassayihet 


goxhxm moral fervor deserted him and ne’s a@ peace of vengemnce and 


greed in the mmmaxat name of idealism. 


chy wig upparrnny of Pos 


Oway\on the subject of Bolshovism/déd Wilson and the Allies 
bacrecareeaieese. Even sb, the unanimity wes fax mobivated: by different x 


reasonse 


: For Wilson's resentment 
a oe ad 
against Bolshevism was te © anker Sax sthose who Roxgich struggled +> wr 
-Odst@in the unobtainable; catland vas. contrary to human nature, a 
Wilsonlg—mied, mhmhemany and like all idealists, Widens xmnkdoone conf sad 
sommrima had little patience with 
pe pe ainasea cepeaee 

impractisal visionaries, reaching -ent-for-the— - 


impomgpadeds « Sen He offered the world a reformed and genteel capitalism Ted 


and sumuubiemremiy the aie it Piece te | ees quests 
nove sorerwrarsronie}. Pie Alii6G wolernet a0 noblé Nel ton 
of socialism. They-oonetdsved thxax Dreceeeteng paoptetenonenextap hoe 


) aba, Sant ro XR Te Ae, atslege S 3 ad Eiepig_ su abuse-0f-deucovesel Siveese? 


pad_no—tlliueions<-thet botaueeies Gis (alea the dtability of the capitalist 
Werld now and in the future. Woret—cfeeti, dt umniermined the already 


uneasy colonial domination of the western powers. Shey had less confidence ©’ 
in capitalism than Wilson who zmam saw the prorit system Py be Pte Fd 
‘through the eyes of a rich dak Guiaisae Gn America, youngp vigorous, 
4rreppessabdle. The Allies sSeoked-i2EOKLs areas in th 
“4nevitable ee ee abide y of capitalisn tosae on scott tans 
-Bn6 Bolshertks , Ghould they they survive, ¢ ee ‘a infect’ t the pe ‘of sr thd 
world with-enelr anti-oapt 
Yet, even though Wilson reluctantly sanctioned -=- and then 


sent American troops to join -= 
still more reluctantly gutmm& ~- the interventionist armies, the results 


were meagre. The expeditions to Murmanks, &k Archangle, Siberia merely 
angrered the : 
mak war-wearty populations at home, -and xshummpam aroused 
taxe open opposition oe the British and French working cdma maxxn baw Dy XM 
class who-eabotagea arid SVEN Mame CeCIETeT StFikee—to-force-the withdraws) 


Ty “Waehs 
a a muxk armies were costly. to maintains and=seen 7 


~l4= ; 
Meek Sods, FE Yok Uo tat 
saw ocgne the viktims of Bolshevik propaganda tots peent whose matinies 
brenver, Wha Crag 
exiuppaxtixat 


broke out among” the Spake REO a ee eereres <a 
ch Awussd Tr eet wr, « oy rs 
G White intervention, Plways promised cask Cond then-f atl aii the-end. Ae Atle yt 


a i 


; Porest pe cane some progress in central Russia sy ‘the-mitaréeut 1918, and 


wh 


- yee BY LAA 
was..not.wi 


AA pt te ely sorcerbont Gul 
Resounding victories xk prowed to be indecisive; and one by one, the forces 


of Admiral Kolchak in mayerahe Generals Deniken and Wrangel in the Black 
ea regions Ss General Yudensten, in one Rix Baltic states, and atk the otherd 


Kyewdav, & Srickey, whl & fine 
ere eee back by-the=Boishertis and their armies dispersed. Sx The 


_the Ukraine was monentarilly dominated by local counter-revolutionary 


pucks! Tin wll, 


Ragokans were oc aa They had been oie gona countiess—times , . 
PrTig tye am Ay aAtiuy 
but each time te Aaa sEiatiepcthacamiociane joakous rs ae ae 


Allies, disputes among the varous White general Wests newts ereias future 


leaders, but se the Lenin government survived. 


rae a ‘ 
spoils, reststence against Antervention at home, lack of coordination, :and 
the Santa fanatic resistence of the Bolshevik Red Army, preventedthe.coup- | ’ 


de-grxee. At Brest-Latovsk, when the Soviet government was forced to- ee ef 2 
wo 

aggept the draconian peace dictated by the Yerman military, the Bolsheviks 

were supposedly dafemterix on their last legs. When the Allies agreed to. 


German intervention in Finland, the revolution appeared doomede, Admiral { 

Ram reas : Kedanaarich ; 
Kolchak threataked Mo soow,, eniken and Wrangel occupied the Donets Basin, 

Speed wea sv yell 
Yudenitch coutd=eVee the spires: of of Torreered, the Poles stormed into Kiev, 
polars Learns ALT 
the Ukrainian separtists aecaevosccneneiics =independenteof-Moscow -- and | 
Sua peravstt Aelia anThervrty AR NEC 


et nue NEP Stara survived a Oh dually regained ‘ne oooupied t ner varar ey 


ewes ats ieuresiee fe « True, myx the Whites held fivaleein . 
Finland, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, andy the Rumanians Had seized 

ROS) 
Bessarabia, and the Poles deop-Lastiexc?. the Ukraine. But Borstevsan 


pedwout. Twaxkkabex Wilson and Nhmobbie the Allies did their 


Ret: “tien whan» 


vest: they cost the Russians -- andthe people of eastern Burope! gonseR@Ty-- 
countéiss lives; their armed deputies Seattoyes what was left of 
trsnsportation and ‘production, ané-Asomed” scores of millions. to indescribable 
suffering from malnutrition and disease; timimx the Whites terrorized and 


-15= ath, Nats 
ee ieee ee 
Lootedg but stilr ms dvds oe ee oe 
Lyoyd George was the first of the Big Four to doubt the efficacy 
of armed intervention. The British Prime Minister recognized that the 
roweyh 
Allies could not overcome mutual suspicion, Sama gmail iS 


at hawk Ke 
tyet restleesness atciiiie_ among the workers, cawmed= ey materseneton cota — 


= re: 
Ravan ie chang¥“Anto a-domend-fOY~soctattem—in-the-weet.—The cormption-and-— . 


t 


sadisnof—the-White 
military-effaahgeehess. The blockade failed to bring the expected results. 
Tuantinthiak In fact, Lloyd Yeorge dmmshedxhkatuamoedinfexesmmabt began to 


fear thet intervention might rebound against the Allies. He conceived another 


plan: to isolate the Soviets, soni aniin maxex gnarl cy eek spain ties 
a : 
xnxtmbinimeegimaxhy andi patiently,wait for socialism to ‘pmammmiex fall of © 


Ail glint 
its own wedent. In the <n meantime, Europe must be provesbed from eee 
SeeraLecin erecting a ‘soiia ring of 2 
Boleatyist céingese by b: of anti-Bolshevik 


one 
states around Russia, wellearmed, hostile, jtomwootae, 


* hing lod 
hin die 
Soviety state-from—the-nest Or thecnenaes oe George sie ieeen cae . Y 


O- cordon sanitaire to the French Premier Clemenceau who agreed enthusiastically, 
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at en ta The alliance or pea war? ay Wath capitalists, -- 
Unefiirnally AAT their | 
backed by aaa gs heii a epoedtiy recovered, tren om tna 

un’ 

es ox Nae Waite Food rescued themand helped ori tretr oe order, out of the 
; wae ot Cove cramer] wm dite, 


Chat 
civil ware Hoover! 8 “timely relief, sav 


ee Taser decades thoyreomkd make ™ their distincityve contributions to S therasthienant 
, pene wats WLI « : 3 : : 


; Hungary. To Austria and she middle Europe, Hoover sent 
r a , TeTeCe Gregory, Stanford graduate, - Pan ranoisco attorney, kb captain of 


field artillery during the ware Gregory, Waser yomren like his "Chiet i 

Aedho WR On ZAI wodnctiondany of whet oa 
Smenee on0ts and abate todd WHO undensbeesd thecckmintt Hoovers Cea 

sh Gregory put it, Reever mando meen RxXpreceAe : 

foe AoRe artes ‘ -heochibeam enna tanks cdo ce AOU pM I HI 


Tee ee 


r 


UaoieRAL 
lt had used "edonomic prersite before to accomplish the. breakdown of old and- 
powerful nations» axhinsneexnanentoxbas and in the emme=ot 


um middle ,EUrope, > task was to 
Nyy xbbemgenyh amo EOARD, moks "use it once mre to build up new and weak 


v 
onese" Gregory proved a loyal imitator civic enone rtee ne eae peacoat, 
Sonommemche eek mand obiomiona ft zh x "I was in ‘constant tough with Hoover in Yaris," 


oe  ecmitimoentrtreiatst tee! ap bere ‘policy, gnd — 
- dal 7 


a5 a oe eee Rane Beings jan. 20 aces ack parse os ee Ss aals cine sean as wee Sd Tie oleae eee a ke See eae een ae eh _— 
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Gregory took care of the details. 


Cawh alee Se ke ; 
The great—provleud was Hungary. A liberal government +--a-little’_ 


foo-Taheral, thengh~it was by n@ means sootalist+~= under Count Aarolyt 


as the war ended, a frank 
had replaced the Hapsbérg monarchy. Be guiueecee te eet 3 


inten ch eevexed cea RRA RA eet eps PIAA ae MAAN OAH eNO AKT 


Rak yer 
inomtemmxietiorenx Commnist government headed by Bea | Kun had come 
abe" Mbe> Olt b; 


Rvametersi tne relent anspor or tak fsb tet A 
power) and-Gapterin-Gregomy had no intention of a 
where he was 


Onan “ 
Suprane-CounctiDy tolerating Bolshevism in the srea kaxdad xnovar 
Le Yar Faure tlenrr ">" ff ao wks 
xed bring order. The faét that Bela Kan ,b veeseed the supporty if the over- 


* whelming aan ane of the Hungarian seule was mx of nd Impont to Gregory «= 
the people isaaga whe kowmesals veen mislede 


dm tfnal{ 
oh The Supreme Council, horrifie ime Bolshevism had bresen-ssts 
dg outcof Russia abies ” [aestefetven Coreen cn Haathil 
rrr aaa aT 


into the Ties Coy of _ Europe A te es 
Fede ye errr ail et fen gaa ee Be frome Gestel of 


=o purging she PORES y armed forcey on a oover ser oy baerpatieas Uae fy | 
GAT" 
von through-his- mantroaioy poould handle. the matter more offictentiy, ana with 
less riske Armed force, he again pointed out, only rallied the i heehee 
nation to its self-defense, unitety it against the outside eneny. “fo bae~ 
a Sem mightier, less ngiay weapon «= wimom food. His deputy Gregory would 
“~ awd aes 
withhod tood-£rem the Bela Kun government, andmenmsmurefmeanke refus 
the Communist offer to buy supplies with gold. Xmamen 
The Charatan 
Pood was the-weaporn. Deppite a-mtid undertainiy on—the_-part—ef- 
the-Supreme—Caunesl over the wisdom of permitting | the Rumanians to xitiagix 
move armies agains’ xherthwrgaoiine Hungary, they did-not—beice Shere t 
prevent the attack. Basen French government sent men, munitions, and 
to tukesvirerpe=ef the ‘“Seoawit. The Czechs massed armies on the Hungarian 
Muwa 
borden sen bees ore ees ee renee = sca totrmnien comme’ Loode 
Bar awed” 
The harried pangaianctete resisted, + haba beck the invaders, and starved} 
deity Hoare xd So anweX Seey could resist the armed attacks -= but the a 
ww 
Raguisewas desperately in-nsed-f sui the people. 


Kaan Gregory waited. But he was not idle. Jsonomatant 


‘ e 


~~ 


276 ‘ 
motapedl 


With Hoover's eaielee he daciner ook es atu eanecamence 
by unde te Bela Sunatixx “an govemment from within. THEPEEA his 
anunmoremon f nX mh ehh doe 205 mak sor . 


agents,-he unoarthed code xReEMaxXBeekny a Sell Sires rorpereingg 
the— vprdbsihahtas ponerse: idol a \ vain, shrewd, ambitions man 
with influence in Hungary and no allegiances except to his own career. 
hunk Chernuttan pan hatf Log 
Gregory intimated that if anything Bares, to the Bela Kun government, - 
1—L1 axpensexy “rogory wa: contribute~y 


to defray the General's current expenses. Further, 


pg to-ertp.-Rmsekr : 
General Boehm that once the Commmists were driven out of Hungary, 
and-foedmacwkttes tabtl1es—a—week—netrpingy cay 
liste, AeReAe would be only too willing to ship food intot he country ---and 
ste erted~to-anti 


~ man of Jud gop tna eet ‘ 
stabilize a weak usurping government. The General listened, 7 
Laltoned « 


hurreptitiously held_ont his palm, and was 7, Sonver ted to anti- 


Bolshevism. Raghunx Being a man of judgment, .he knew ie to seek out 
wtle 
in Bela Kun's cabinet, the wise ones wre Rouddmnemthe nechhingmnx beer sche 
hed a healthy respect for Allied power and xak-were not too je sia iad 
iyyal to a G,. 
yankyxrhomametetiomsx Kun, socialim, or the Wrong hosted opinions 


of the mtewed Hungarian people. General Boehm returned to-Grepery/with 

Sociat-Democratic labor 
' 
( 


two Xmmax representatives »ibobhenebtinimx tex fom Agoston and Haubricht. : 
hemmnpenomp xan ions Weth the British military commissioner, the y 
a Giplomatic poprescuweeie in central Simm Europe, anti Gregory, : 
- declaration » 
tne Bungarian hey a geass an eight-point pragream of tee dW: 
ee pore wd 
ge cep aaa rished to rr for Allied approval. According to Sumganyht 
the-account-ofmthe=plot-letercpine-recounted-by-mmmnmamhat Gregory, ee G | 
whats be was extremely proud, of _bisopelétrcar Roevwaeat » "ur. Hoover was the - 
principle agency responsible for the prompt weturn we received" from 
the Supreme Council in Paris. Ximomrminx There-were Acubts and objections 


Papa on ; 
to Yregory's proposals $e tho Council, Wout Hoover, driving steadily 


wwe 


toward the important point, insisted that a general declaration on the 


lines of the eight planfs presented could do no harm and might result in the 
overthrow ts the Hungarian Rmbaxiix Reds. He won.” 


\ ae - : * oo ee Ee 
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The p lveneroy-teelased, pledged the Allies to deliver 


- food and supplies to Hungary omee- Gas Bera Kun's government was overthrow.” 


Yet, as Gregory realized, "fumnishing food and supplies meant that, not 
Paris, but myself and dh ct in Vienna DexumbtokmomxnMbantex had to 
make good on this promise." Knowingzttiat The coup d'etat would soon be , 


‘ Antu wars 
sprwy ‘eh nes aioe Kee ek apis ta bay rego ireteumed, 

, Ree Kuyns  Werkente fatty ¢ tay ForaRa 

fauk Yunga apna minister t might reconsider tle 
former—decistortet—to oe fenint exkhe the 


LAAN 


om 
Communists. 6 food minister thinkingonay-of relieving starvation 
Abad : th Ing Fearing | 


ine 
cageexy nocepted—Cregery's—proposal “that-he-usitver $1 000,000 4n cash ,to 
the AcRehe Vienna office sogenicontredadoo kt to pay for shhipments. ae oe money 
was hendgizewer- -- and G then found excuses to delay shipments 
reper y ae J shipm ° 


at Wen the coup dtetat was successful, he used this-meey to finance 
wails 


tot 
Kk relief ht cues Owls sees. be strengthen the new "weak" government. 


The Communist governnent fell. THs Foca went to Budapest, and 
so did the Rumanian army. Agoston and Haubitoht. wen ; » and Archduke 
Joseph of Hapsburg eee Sehjploser the unfortunate country. | 
goveetewiaa Gregory had succeedad.in ousting the dangerous Bol shevikk 
and of tiaihintorniae the embryo socialist state into a monarchist agheetx 
dictatorship. Hoover triumphantly visited Hungary -- but zaxturtngnm the 
ip restoration of the inefficient Hapsburg dynasty aid not look sauumat 
too well towbhm trmedtetelguefter-the=war-Kerinst the—Hapepusgs. Hodver 
arranged things in Paris. Jamaphmafi Archduke Joseph retired; ani within a 
féw months the Gictator Admiral Horthy held power. The regime that 
followed was bloody imk in its repression of the Hungarian people, in its 
persecution of the Jews and the tea unions, in its anti-democ ratic _- 


4 
terrorism. Subsequently, Horthy xect 
um Walaa oF 


Hinain Aad bye ad wh 
fuxetak anti-Comintern Axis, and bé&acemonpe legions fought wih, Hitlers, sms 


against the anti-fascist coalition, of -Wortdaller-BIs 


Aualey 
cigar poaasiiat Bose Bela Kun audxstert—reived-Horthy to-leatership: 
vas, reg ccorytmmrde, a shining example of fusing economic pressure -- 


¥ 


psa ig Peers, eel 
~wwihthbewnrew  fiudtu— wih ay a Ay vs 
tt eantiens Rtas acenaess acca onrek + Ougeey aw 


s -29e 


the strategy os en Sexes ara eer tay ng in domestic. 
xz? xicbamens by the paackmail of starvation, by of aaot and zaanting 
gfnxharxedhtinns sontnasryp at abasnctedimn heats ost Ak RK AMADSIRAT 
SRSUE AGTASLXBIVSMMSMS, COndoning-the keith twe theft of Tumtes- 
fasmmntetexniuowmenensexege cexmbdanchemens Hae contributed mite toward 
errr een Ds Soe enoenes comedy oover, C) ; 
necthe..world-eefe-: 


Polande Vigageacacs The Supreme Council considered Poland "civilisae 
tion's outpost" 2 EE re aT in the offensive against oe 
xhankay 


the key pio Sette a ease peeks cordon sanitaire. Ramm the very first 


weeks of AeReAe relief, Hoover turned his attention to the. Btsmaéiren-tn 


Poland \apd his exertions to ~feokimeo that country lasted longer xu& 


“Ta 


than any other of his projects. @xtz ia By the terms of the 
Armistice, the Allies had permitted German troops to remain in Lithuania, 
ass ye ak and elsewhere in the Baltic region as mx aprotection against 
Libhaapta When the Germans withdrew, the new Polish governuent, headed vy 
the pianist Paderewskt but controlled vy the ambitious miththasy Marshall 
Piisudsich, invaded Lithuania and a Grove hrhe-emmy east Fe ear the 
hope of occupying and annexing Ruewwen territory. to~the~young-Folish_state. 


leader mfprund Tate nein, de 0? Oistn-b, 
Hoover considered Pilsudski a worthy MAK eo" He shipped 
Aaa Aldea, mid, gh tr Goa Sree Vi hn totus.” OF WR ARR i; 


, Food, as Ss rapidly as possible ee ee, ? met as the French shipped war 


ats and technicians to the 1 treme Lit ° t r 
eReAe deliveries in Poland of sueh- a 


In May, s automodiles. 
rudder tives, tools, and clothes, A | 
“Ltberal<dere . equtpping—Pobenbewi-th ; 


(Wax mEt SREB. Boovee, replied indggnathly that none of bidet Be supplies was 
xndtanheax intended woe astcttey oe, the Polish armye ig eee ” 


Ao. ¥ 
However ,-his—veyhef did follow o » feeding the popula- 


tionSof tH@-yeemehy occupied Russian terriroty, aad thereby strengthening 
the Polish rear and Fa a t the Polish generals considered 


\ 


oe ee tee 


ne 
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invaluable. ere the Armistice period, mamhxmfm a great proportion of the 
MM Pate che 

effort pe hae arnenasa by the numerous organizations headed by Hoover was 


in~gotting-zu santo Poland. “ine Pa 

= ppliae ° ee Asudski government 

had declared bie tae tan the ees e hictecainn toe wage &. war of conquest 
ww 1 & 

to qatiery a pel rae terr cory,B nes er. Shentemsh Ip, 

xnemktnSaxfanzk the United States, Senator Reed protested xgminetnxtaxtxlen - 


tnt 7 a aad 
wmxmx Hoover Mad spent "something like | 


$40,000,000 of that money the congressional appropriation to AeReAS for 
the support of Polami and the Polish army while engaged in a war we never 
authorized, amt with a nation yoda which "there we were in a comition of 
profound peacesse” Mm tne~Secmeere obpeewea as xm Vane statement of Mr. “oover a 
‘ in substance was that it was necessary to expend the money to gustean 
Poland to keep the Polish arly in the Staite field supplied.” ” x 
~y Hoover jnsistently denied that he had given-ett-So the Polish 
" armys He Par vag ape held responsidle for ska American Red Cross 
shipments which Ehe S Nation reported "fumnished the Polish army with mich= 


, was * 
xine Keg Cross relief wankchhxxaxe xappenadipxen handled through the Aha 
Eurppean Relief Council which Hoover headed. Certainly, he canbixnnmtxba 
had nothing to do with the War Department's sale of war materiel to the : 
: mae AX bee Ades & puteyate viv 
Polish government, onwith the participatioaef American aviators, incbiee- 

Agalry rere} pres ; 

dancagetae’ pce ee Hoover Sod— mah xine ax Axe cnorkte—eposmdt tinacok ' 
iy 
relief to fodiewnelonesy veaserrer the aggressive Rolish wae oes whether he 


“tdeone Onnanaots 
intended to ao so or not, thenmigarhiocs re. {mmeasurably benefitl 


i 
t 
needed supplies of shoes, underclothiyg, overcoats and mittens," goo : 
{ 


WB the Awan makers : 


. OS ry 
Tn the end, the Bblsheviks agem defied! emocracyy. resist 
r. i ere os p 
nt Potteh xugumexheng aggression and annexati ons pndndeore the ola, army 


pte ne "Sine gates of pent The war ended with the Peace of Riga in 19215 weaken ; 


ussian 
eae bomand iors tenn tory than even the mux Sapmum peace oes consid= 


Creel. 
@ | ered just., With’ the soa eftire-wer, relief also ‘onaeds Hoover’ 


nose 


ah 


SE 4 3 wexnlteia common eneny, Bolshevism. 


~ 4 ‘General vonvder Goltz to Finland with men, sammy and other war _sguiment “/ 

the QP owd prcesteor | 

a~¥O Baron arcvar lane orgarripod-a -countam= 
hexcgemnesooan 


prorted.a weak pSovernnent,-snd-again ar eA” 


Vath Ty, > 
government=gro- a x “strongaunder Pilsudskt,> 8 
ht wt th an original sort of "democracy" whéeh senstionstd. : 
ee Oe eepkens reabsewe danxrmmagyrakorg with anti-Semitism, feudal’ land 


+] ; wh : -3le | oO, 
: fre eet 1% Dit 4& 


witty  povertyeridden as 

ee ot and enslavement of the/population under a military-capitalist ae 
classe ge =! 
The Baltio nertis mam 0 Out of the/o1a Re Czabist empire, the~pesee a 

Deal Set reeduad TAY Oe Suit v Futods | 8 

conferenss -canmved Mbt new states, Estonia, Ditiaciia, ae Lateia,, Aki=of 2 
tht dat te] Ad Aura dash, ae wer, % 
Uo Cae staves. wane in occupied by the Germans at—the-time-ef~the-2027 Fa 
Russian -Revorations, but once the Ge ithdrew, the people of, tinkaxchhake 
, fone Apiwlin, : xi 


ea this Peciane, in their ignorance, xisn ee oe 
W ry wen fects & J 
the-scoialist-statez The Supreme Gouncii, saved | these People fran thenselves 5, 


ara 1s gove a en t t privat pert at 7 s 
suppor governments ,pledg: 9 respect private property and to 
ii a wranady Riylefed “M4 


eople --4% 
bestow democracy/=- of—e-sort—reminiscsat to Marshall Palsudskt o—pegims 


re povaend a? 


cea ASN bow fat 
We Soren tan ht rs P wee beeE‘euehea to the weak governuents , A, sy 
scAemttcr caedesv = 
iad Whose -stevitity was tpabthomieray importa Frecause a “S 
eS zr 
eg Corred a Finaee ano : y= 
j ras 
° rr 
mast L¢-was-216 ebrack of food ox At e 
WA WHF tut Ti Ris fasdina 4 : ‘ 
relief supplies thar eneral Yudneitch's twice-repeated attack on 4 
Petrograd [aErCa. ; 
; : Nove—signif {cant t-wae-bhe-AcReAt Tote dn Fin 2nd « tensa eee 
wiTiausem Ys attrition alan | 
$ the xemaimihenmx 1917—-revolution hed swept the ‘Romney country pie 
. WAL 
ay “sannary ORC, the AUTSOEKS ti11-at war with Germany, Were-alerned. ~and 
73h on the-western-frent; > the Allies vere — able 


om 
to reach, agreement with the Samaraim German General Staff seeing? the 
on ladendorff sent 


are War agdust My wai esto Porch 


th Policy aera gon Murtala Command , cal tits oF sed ll 
Fag an bith arateengersinr ty ot ier a ia solidate” the victory olive 
th wis Tames anny args PPA a arora we 


governnent powsi. 

i 

coe prisoners of war, close to three percent ‘ot the, pulation, were | 
j 


a ‘ 
ober executed, tortured to death, or left to aid wee Aiseasey starvation. 


6 ; , * 


« eOL= 


| 8a “The London New Statesman @stimited in April 1019,that plaxgx ; | 
| ee TL ic > | 
Mannemhaimxhad the German-Mannerheim reaction "shot from 15,000 to 20,000 | 
i , sy : 
out of hand, without any fom of trial.” In the House of Commons, Jaxx | 
Josiah C. Wedgwacd, MeP. decalred that another "70,000 were confined in 
: - prison camps umier a regine x almost incredible barbarity...°ver oné= 8 
n T pa aif ullee - | 
third die@ in four months. : apa et | Bet abil or Th Rule, - 4 
By the time Hoover w. 140%; Haxnanhetwonum 
Oath dewn & I lite “i 
Mannerheim had no further need to Gormisy hedp, vut pens aii gS toca to 
reinforce his dictatorship. Hoover was impressed _ vy me Baron's devotion 
he antl -Tartahywk mun, 
to xhm theSinnish-peeple, so mich so that he intervened with Erosncent 
Mrrevtiew 3 4g Moushken a 
Wilson 4n-Mannerheiii’s beheif-ari urged immediate diplomatic recognition. 


ond amie Mass 
Since Mannerhotas' a F: Finland was an anchor of the cordon sanitaire, comad 


rout COLA nntet aad 
not be-accused to dus“sympathy- witir the=Bolanevile-causs, and_comad’ | 
gize-ualmedle aid ve Yudeniteh' by protecting had northern flank andsewen ; 


@®@ mppniying s supply material hos, the peacemakers were 20 Eavomanay, tmp impressed . 
: “. By Hooverts plea. Accordingly, they—vecegiiibed Windand 3 in hey? 018 1919. 
: --- Hoover had been Pumping supplies into. Finland since Marche 
With recognition, ered Mannerhein cu rie trogen om oould—-uee. hes frozen in 
woe, i ers y 
Loreigm banks, to nay Lo relief ard-coudd a&iso ee fer Loang = thon 
the United States granted,because Mannerheim was a defender of democracye 
During thobemmextma the relief period, Hoover learned ie respect Mx the 
: later years -Anilemets 
Baron! S quarityoorR statesnanship and endeerighe vi5: Sis ton whieh, / Gan © 
anwsplendid p Ties Th Muska 
‘ hk dictatorship Shxtocheakcomnx 
ful Tay As 
thet esac naturally into the MNnti-Comintern Axia, andthe paxtiewhx 
" atteeted the Soviet Union twiee ux within three years, once with ! 


English, *renoh, and American help, and later wit Ao oh ally of Nazi 


: a : 
cee a oe rc Saget ee a ae aa 


Liaise : Bs 8g 
Vormany.-itoowendg Fe rega 2 gard fry RB Baron Kannerhein 1 wa olitng-thed 
D Wea Foneouly oa 5 
he organized Sa caer ak at EP AL ag 
Unien, rektet whi ch jLico—tiret b hae had vas_of-gpeat assistanee se 
st were ing Ratimertieniven PO paalD wh, A toy TY Ber frmtent df 


ty Eming Ain alse >, 
<p ll 


e 


SS 


The White Interventionist Governments. Kosmanx I 3 
heey beothte 


* AeReAv!s-TOLO-I UNS fame MrGistice and-Revorszruettenrpertcls, Hoover 
, nas Sma Limes we at NSed-of Bam. rect aid to 6 tntax White 
.  etaees CO 
imiexnemithant armies of eee This change, 
Hoover always insisted, “Tae tade-ows-of METtO0: and-way—cbterTy WATS. 


Ail. wd 
He c ae a Boe tesa of ener departments, of-government—ower 
eel x wer 


ah Ayn pohly DS 

eg the Gespatching of 
| 

' 

| 


U.S. troops oe Siberia and northern Russie. He was nd consulted the 


anh poe men wee VA dee truce 
War Repartuent, gave citeet—att to Admiral Kolchak, dnox Gortetriy, Poco 


oi French and British governments xDEPO officially supported all aa ee VIS 


tao interventionist armies, and=tt Fooa bought through Hoover by ery 
T AoAe bu ve t— POUY DOC eae 


r-way to the White armies, agedin Hoover hac—ne—eentvex ; 
s delivered to friendly governments. | 


par ‘ However, despite ado acme ayant ta denials, fa eee . 
: : dina hacer _ we 
Yadanthtokmsndnewhx Ie ¢ a supplies to i en a 
. - ww wm ~walln 
Northwest Wetto ete commeanded.by—Swenégich, and, seme small amounts,to . 
Venton } aS 
beng ,ot-Desbken. Steer Sarees seas eee ee 
2 
. ; omy ture & Oe 
hn’ the U.S. Treasury and atte 
was MANNE He pol WAT aeons, MASA WA eM, 


pro ers toned yaxexnmentamat White governments} oy Again | re could not ‘ 


e®l th, WATE? Aid rove awn * the Ff 
- responsible for once t Songer renh Xp? saci Gelivery * | 


“had been made. pie 


| 
erp provrsinn_the-arHSd-Forcesof intervention. Sut oe ies 
{ 
{ 


Before & congressional investigating committee sitting in Paris 


in September, 1919, Hoover declared: "We have given no assistance to any , 


Bolshevik section, although we have given some assistance to the. area SH 


around Petrograd” -= the area where Yudenitch was operating. He added, 
"The Russians [tnat is, the White Russians uner Yadent teh] aid have, until 
the last few days, a certain area up there which was held by the Russian 


some minor assistance to Novorrosisk; where Deniken' s armies were ptiins! 


e 
e 


northern arny free from the Bolsheviks, and we assisted them. We also eee” , 
| 


a Siar aoe ee se “he 


~3t0 
re ie Twaxnt htm. Sax’ authoritative | history of the Hoover’ ‘8 relief, pudlishea 
ts ; - by the Stafora University Press, and youbtioax dedicated to Herbert Hoover, 
[ : aixn records that “Acting upon the request of the Supreme War Council, the 
| , Pelee sent: flour Ee stocks at Constantinople to Novorossisk...This 
t ~igeas was rturned 0} over to the muoetee Volunteer ig (Deniken Governnent Jee" 
ioe ka éye-wiiness account, o: P—reite es be sixensey Arthur Ruhl] in 
* his book on the Baltio si ‘Trecammblasr Beates"me: A.ReA? was sending food! to. 


the ' liberated! gistrists as well as to the Northwest Army itself, and it 


was with a patty of f AsRoAl ghiebie that I first went on a tour of the 
pat oa * 7 eo 
mane Narva-Pskov PronteM i 


wot eee 


= sa a & Hoover's Felier aid its smell share to i 
. ; . : v iJ 
“bolster intervention. But" ite iB conte tual tonto senate eer 
anticBolshexiit-camee 1 sm oncentré Qnestabilizing anti- 
: Rat Soviet coveswmantat sa SSpuilding’ thacopden-sanitetre. Bua Hoover 


Je. es - protected the* ee ee Without hin, Yudenitch could 
[ 4 not have. pressed his campaign against Petrograd, as—lar-aE nigel. Without 
Heater, rilguaeus could ‘not' have. Jauinohed xo his invasion of Russia. 


aovanan ELE Yhough Hoover did not 
handle munitions and thédih | he fed we White armies only “occassionally 


e aud Tan baw fare | a S 
ro and sporadically, he aia G2 tears or cori 


SearapmoimambanosnaiapsthhC thwant Bolshevism in Europe. Them 


“an architect of. “the: cordon santtatio. ie marntimisprarenterionin rap timtiois! 
an ew Oxdad- * 
is ecioentn shank ouch owe than any: other individual, breight~atebtitegeto 


TH bow 
capitalism in minds and’ eastern Burdpes 


H 
} 
i 


oo ow 240 = 
Es 
The-result-was-stabilization.of the antinCoxmuniot, psowda-sooies ot“ 


f Ua “Aes ieee 
-government of Scheidenann and © Ebert, wio—~were, Backed’ vy the TOLER ~ 


Stent! 
ufiitenxx officers of the disbana axnye bat the Soctal-Dexiocrats seen 
gracefully hance mma oeel k texbire z alliance of 


~ 


rer ’ foreign * 
Junkers and. nopoly capitalists who, meekert by fechitbeaow raise iia 
Met U4 


wens rapidly from the disaster of the wane Food ‘succésstebby ” 
ge ernany’ 
° eet poblne rx nm ich rescued shemteommonitting hoe 
‘from jovbermz civil warz sumbmexiine femme ki 
exacted See Xe LT 


~~... 
ChaxRESX Hoover's tinely. relief y: mm: 
German ¢. .” ya in the next’ decades. 4 -°. 
s aved the/ruling classes fnux eivildzation and allowed them/to make’ these 
xoxtrtkntiene distinctive Roriunttinkhanxton then tacoma ASCRAMpOO A 


contributions to nan's sie aac 


Hngary.e 


a 


a 


ees oa eee 


We 


asa . 


they will mammx be recurrent every year until there is much further change 
4n.the economic system of Russia." 4 ‘Finally, Hoover-f wer felt—that hos attempt 
to conceal eee: Wer Brphirin, (FE ifipe Howse ie Ta 
, _xevalurancnscmion miuchameaat what was happening in-Reesia bye bloc ae) eae 
Nha) Hatoury a dence Hoth : 
Wae~$o- Line KAYO _Y ea valua e lesson! thet-—must“pealeirned-BY—the; 


” 7” 
=. * 


yost—of—thre-world: "It would be wel! for the world to 11f0 the curtain ‘on 
this experiment in economics...Russian production wee being destroyed 


vy this ees experiment. «They die from the. destruvtion of productivity. ; 
The people are sick with’ war and terror; their hope of relief is in ‘ 


evotution, not ssemetichoost oo eenaaT ahtein os 
Udi Mpeetinl Arrrcateaf — 


sit Bi ting—devetopmen 
In vey Cod Coe mes continually 3 ik ne 4 ats 
ain sha Soviet Russta Po OG ABO AE RO rome Bie oer <7 ee. has So * 
a Headerele AU nbn, AS foraceernemt teforetorad tees eetlinor” 
beh abandonned.” Amd frem—thisy-he stOUtly smo loubxderimnenivon ceoctiem phe bt o 


hin Ttameterchen prrchoing bel 


af fi vaed "Ny jomphatic conolusion is, therefore, that Socialism as a 
philosophy of possible human application is bankrupte nL ’ 


trsdspeomeny 
. To ‘hold simmm socialism exclusively responsible for the breakdown 
of. production in-Rawsta, as Hooverdia, Seemec—srkmt Rew to areniccie the 


- disruption of. the econony gmbh tad enya eomcte ne mmeymn goto browgsikt—aveut 
" Gispersal of population brought about by 
ie by the war, the 


non faen egi xe eK eee ate ren ce 
German invasion and civil war =abepopseaee epee 
BONE oi pec rrcioean- Ot eg eerste: itor 
agrticoultur, 


aq—and industrial proguetion) : 


- GUPEANXAVASTONORMANSHSUSL POT MAF; the effects of Allied oocupatiog,” oRe 
the pillaging of the mamy White ey intervention, rt—tineiiaiy, the 
pg oat Vy drSttine deempt 419 24% 
unseztling effects of two evolu tions s, But Hoover was adamant: xa socialism 
0n Ay “4 extraneous 
was the villain and ue: wave aside,as RORGRIRSY , AMpEaiiwaten thensfiveshaneh, 

Bs unimpanianicthecedfinntexst all_other causes-of-Rmestan quffeming.. 

- i ; Gorkd had-wettwen of "the Kussian people's exhaustion by the * 
war and revolution, which considerably reduced its resistence to disease and 
physical endurance.. eI think particularly warm sympathy in: succoring the 
Russian people must: be ahown by area who, during the. ignominious war, so 

. passionately preached fratricidal -habred.+ePeople who understami the words 

ed of agonizing pain will forgive the involuntary bitterness of my words." ” 6 


= € EG = saa anal - Paernas . ope mae eee flO 


ahe* : 


ron ae The European nations seized on Gorkits letter as a,wedge so 4 
1 

da n for galore any of Gzarist debts. Bat the American government did 
kK yrrt peplted.to Gorki) ImmeddatemaL 
not bargain. Hoover tmunddouhetgmmnexper xkroxigigaimeepttem "I have - 
: ; peor asked ‘\ 
read with gre&t feeling your appeal to Americanseecee” He . 


only, as condition for relief, an official request from the Soviet 
govermment for Ameri€an aid and taet’ arrangements be=medé (similar to 
agreements entered into with other European countries receiving relief) 
Sc civcaenadinaradetias cae oe methods of administrating distribution, 


To handle the project, Hoover revived the A.ReAe of-the 
Van Hees Rha, Ce Warrant 
Srmisitioce-perroa. jPresident Harding mequestes 00 Congress—to apprpriatev™ 
e Arny, 
$20,000,000, and — authorization to eacrcn/suseius medical stocks 
ew Pr) tehiiges 
tortigover for-yaenin-Russia. This,with a similar donation stron the 
@\grant of an 8,000,000. 


Red Cross ~of wedical—suppises amountéd Yorax addi roma & $i; a0;9Aen 
As in the meta sonaeen mitee ee post-war days, rolief Bi—graated 
foxraigxn abrowd at offered cortain advantages, domestipaity. The poewrer 
doom in agriculture had already Decomexa_memaxy Bes the time the 1920 
crop was Pieter all Hoover’ 8S hopes tmt the surpluses mmget 


A} 
encouraged tuningathe-wareperbed would somehow evaporate once thesmwax. 

w Caele farms conditied Bo pale | 
ended, and the A.ReAe had absorbed she 1918 crop, the fsuumptetdxminfnomx 
wer . ; 

\ wareexpanded acres, Xx& xhz 1920 and after with—the-resuit-thétuas 
relief_in-Buropeenied, xmmumpinan susplus dgriculturkt—produate : 4 
flooded EhovAner Loan- market. Pricesiumbt tumbled; ee ; 
roducersbr wheat and cottfon Br eter on corn wiseo were 
auxding te p a } ’ [snd fates } ‘ht 
aoe ost ee 4 


eranry 
fortunate enough to se}l their crops, 


production, to say nothing of taxes and earative payments on bank 


mortgages. Soxrnxhenpahiemiexn corns farmers n apie Fant ook hats : 
Youa farners -dayrce corn ee bhitsan Ueckiae Ste oe shecree en 
: eer fee 
coats stim they couldn't afford anyways Rhene forme ; the y 


congressional appropriation for Russian relief wee Xomed_puomeh=e— . 


subsidy to ax American agriculture siambtCwa 
fenine-ridden-maspeme Soysats. Hoover emphasized this fact to the House 


_ 


cme ee a nd = we ee + erecta rem RR opty rrr wtorae yg ee mm 


| ane oT , 
Agricultural Committee: "If we get into the market now and buy we will 
afford some relief to the American farmer," he insisted. The appropriation 

hk at pure Asef of Oe eta pee 
passed, with provisions that/corn, a~distressed-produot—in=the Untted 
States, should-bexuxpat_aselarge-as-possibie, though Congress also permitted 
Hoover to uxm buy seed, grain, and milk. _ 

. In August, 1921, Hooverss representative, Walter Lyman. Brown, 

met C with the Soviet negotiator, Maxim Litvinov, treMimge to discuss details: 
Ty tlitnd 
of reliof. To Brows == and Hoover"® as-aebentsihmeat, white xka Litvinov 
max wanted to spoodsA.ReA-operattone—in-Russta; he net aa vargained 
over the terms sO nee et Iee SHOE beneerenees. He — the foreign 
teoeno terms which 
prcee en-his -trTivai-f rem itoscow that ‘eae seca dite 

xaak might-vbeviviterpreted as—teking pway ~ Anat SWRI ahaa r7tead D 

xhomimiaxamyx"the premogatives of the Soviet - 
Governnent or any of its powers." Clearly, Litvinov distrusted Hoover and 

Vt Uaor 
his spokesmen. Tharfanhet seemed—be velieve/thst the AeReAe was more _ rake ts 

ey ) 

gnterested in gaining entry tmuthe feto Boviet Russia thaf\ 
x good Samaritans; he feared spies and procateurs! aga he Yoadumemtx was 

of the £x poover=  eeaty sueeees against the Mela 

at 


(Gregory was publishing his self-congratu ory reminiscences at this tim 
“un government in Hyngary/ To Brown's angry Argel, "After all, My. 


“itvinov, you ought to remember that what we mpnethian is to get food to Russia," 


the Soviet representative replied in words borrowed from Hoover, "Food 


Gites agreed’ ban 
can be & weapone™ Bet dn the end, , the neogitators xpramiht agreed_onnetreds: | 
wil WAT Barry mhur. trots 
ae ARRoAe chat corr Pace pit send “4nto-Raseta its personnel who-would-have- 
Yim pledged. to” a7 
full Viiverty pe action shsemghxthawmht "engge in no political or . 


commercial activity oe ee le government offemed atl trans- 


Ua doped of %, 
portation and other raciaitids. be to_onpeakte relief gyienlin + 


‘ The AgR.A. Roh ontedednasga tte taakentthout de delay. In all,i£ 


—- 


wef hin of 
distributed cent alieat bro, 000,000 “ber rélief, aUeat mantifith one-fifth 
of-bntswenoaricneind maitnarig-conbetinntod vy the Soviet government. 
Charitable -mastewtton  thronghent the aaa oy ereuater een donated” 


money “ar food; though Hoover insisted that aS relfer cact must be coordinated. 
through iaworgmnézation to prevent so Communists +n 


ee his ates firms quotes ag, poles chante, 


tv ered hae 


net mae 


Ley ble poh oie 
~6- gael foen banner Tanins essed d, 
any_benefies; tmemmbtax Yet Lop—abimthe sAagainst Hoovertsautocratio © ° 
r-pe: t £ 
mannose dnmmrbichg fe conductamef Russian Kelief,fthe American Labor. ° 
capital out—of—tre Russian project. ne Gi % ‘ emoneséene-Srom 
Alliance lissued-a-denunciation,.sinilearto-nany—others-xppmaningnin 


labor-ant Left-wing-gumapex groups satch-ciilienged Hoover's: | 
_Soog=mill: "Brothers! The ‘humanitarian! ‘Hoover 18 imposing the most 
insolent political conditions on famine stricken Bussia. He wants to starve | 


; | millions of people in ordér to protect a few Czarist officers and capitalist | 
; . 
exploiters.” But whatever Hoover's desire or secret purpose, Russian 
wer wens orl f a] Apparent : “@ P 9°] a 
relief ves-elSbetent, witheut vety incident, and imuemsey Gnmddsuveahly 


henefioial to the siyAAAzAAe-ten, milltion-sterving in the lkpetne-ené—the> 
Voige-regions. AeReA. relief saved xhartitweamofi lives, ani titeduthax 
alleviated suffering at a desperate moment for the, young Soviet repugifo; 
it was discontinued vibe ghe 2923 crop Gee chat is -be neerested ate ad , 
the~need—-had-—diminished. Whyxhboam fonhebortgthunerxoe Whatever the 
@ | ~ yeason -- ard Soviet vigtlance undoudtedly was a hia aa Si the 
Petehe was guilty of no gaara of the agreement aac ray 
gommem political agitation ox Anbar eau set Props HAnds melee ee | 
: moxrkumemant Politically, the~fvo0d if ,anybning rmmerrt 
to establish order and stability in she war-torn Russias Any expectation ~ 
tieat, Hoover may have hed that relief would undermine tinaxamotatiahx 
socialisn fihedxtemxtsatx want unfulfilled. ee Ge 
# a x fag a Ly pl : 
Fe Ana ea eet Mooverts nacvene Souartinemesviczh kn ey 
muting starving populations ended. Ramixiits His rehéef work had \ given ve : 


uy lyn, ' 
hin an international reputation, Le-had-boeHn plunged ip politics y 1: 
Duattiny lain HA perc dney dn prrae —- 
= hadtakenh oe, summg the top,executive(cesmétece of the ruling class. 
; wenrmtaamslly ye A une art dnc pdnae- 
He nad done hig-share to Bereat 1 socialisn,' 4 


A, 


faired, thnxbeximex “we in Soviet Russia, -heseould~wkeme-TarTiwnenon & short 


-Y= 
Aus P ‘ 


ottotsnnof hie arpms0v? who ‘refused to Lanbemnthoxta heed his 
rtations that the blockade a t Russia, d 


o-Litreg-tr-iaaeecrore? 
TA Hiessenbor. had Amamedutmmntimakay been infinitely more effective in rescuing, 
Dosa fbom sem ehae oO schuanxihhene mend ofenies mix 


Europe from Bolshevism thah the armed forces of : 
the Allies and the interventionists, jumhadxmecmeddburepenieem 4 


|: Retakaxhamx ‘Ho_was_che-ongineen-of—the—cord@n-—eanitaize, Kmxexth More than 


7 ld 
any other individual he Vidas capitalism to power in middle and eastern | 1 
Europe. . 
He was proud of his contributions=bo-demoereroy-ailid-bo. doecocemmax 


-_ - ae 


2 a2 : unchallenged contribution to rescuing ‘ %: 
Pea he the brink of ‘socialism. ne Wa too-wWideimg to hese , 


eniatcala his formila sath: Sent learn, frou nT soxpMrienee, Saxax In 


ow 


| & wi Tp oa pared fy hin rraphdete 
wrt interview, he summed we expetiance: PP astiind so neutralizes class 


hatred," he aie #as the bringing of the upper olasses into the range 


of labor. We were able to do this in the child conservation. A princess 


* stirring broth in a soup kitvhen is the best argument for derocracy that : 
could possibly be found, and we found it. It was through this kind of a: 
service that were were able to satve off anarchy ami to make the great mass 
of the people vividly sar ees et there mas no caste in need." : 

Of course, Hoover was criticized. Maxum There-were-those-—wha 
constcemed Hiss xabtiaty conduct of relief asnefficient, yr ejudiced, lacking - : 
in the very humanity Hoover considered his kx most apparent xhostamem virtues 
WIt 1s characteristic of him that he always speaks of the relief of : 
starving populations not in terms of human suffering, dut in terms of 

' chemistry..." smemendhinusexan oat a comantator, Another critic 
porritea=ent— bhai" © limitations of My Hoover are the limitations of a 
scientific mind." Ke was accused of making making a Sea choice in the- e 

sntphttl ec vast quantities of corn to munete e- though Congress had: 
ee sycte that the beer tae da to.feed thesiussians 
eek gee ie schpeanuunencoh mnie p rae ma yatse—the-price-or 


tne dun 
aR Meorm at tome. Bast ese wom not Le t son-fur-ties corn ’ ; 
Anviteaey ! Ai. rw : 


” 4 i 
‘purchases, net) t "for one dollar, " 


n= — + eee = pores oor OT ree ee FS ton ee Blot ae — = tee 


can | 


@ 


@ 


i 
{ : 
buy so many calroies in corn, and only so many in wheat. I gep about trice as 

: : > tees 5 Neto of 


1 

3 / 

a many in corn as in ngatet te Giitacaesateentto mer oomed—bo—bhimic= 
THs Plea? . ST re 
ae. 


ee , ? < 
themeeeFor in famine, men become mere chemical retorts..eIn famine, men 


ot £ sor “twws''men where he ‘wants 
coase to be individuals. They cannot say 'I never ate corny I do not know 
how t o cook corne I do not like corne! They behave in perfectly calculable 
wayse So many calorfies, oxidation; so much energy e" 
ax Nor was Hoover's prized efficiency eS ae cians "Only too 
soon complete chaos in relief work was apparent} wrobg the English 
fade kook historian of medical relief, Dre Melville D. MacKenzie. "National 
governments, national voluntary organizations, the victorious governments, 
particularly those of Britain and America, and international voluntary 
organization were all working almost entirely ee and with no 
» oehtral co-ordinating body.” Hoover!s program was rot property integrated 


/ 


at 
re Fe medical care, Michebsnitation of -Popuratsame, Pi ins migration, and 
seg cvinessvergson: re nppe-revetaos-ourpiuail es food anton the United Am 


States wanted to witb p eghacye 6 prima the home market fooknpemn beta 
owt ST se Ee 


Pom sueh xa hMMAXYRMLMAPXMNCPMS E_rains sad sugar, mein aor Snadequms o 


poy estate protdotavo, foods such as meat, vegetables, effs, ami fodder tax 


to rebuild European neraes/the A $11 soho 
pecaiseSvatpabFe: sacks were_too small for profitable | Geliverys _decause 
shipments-depended-on-tire commorcral-noeds~of-the-home—market ATR okt 
field agents could Mot est e-in advance na madman xa xatihcing 
makh what angunt aie of food would be delivered, which 
floss of Xife. Uncoerdiyated’ trans ort 
ravages of famine in certa en tons merely eat failed to arrive ~ 


{ 


= condus ion and 


"or was shipped to other regions where transport yi more convenie: te 


od YantdA ait tetany 
For these failures, the Same cannot be vieteed eftsvedy Ox. 
orang inirresrcunamengttndgar é 


( o 
Hoover.’ Within mmikchrichrons ; - 
Qy LuX weds BUTS -thet—hhe political objectives yeukd 105 rer 
he he conduct. Fees; Gi hOn di cently sod. et hy ns itenah? .. ‘ 


7 » - L 
« ’ 
\ mate PD A 


"powers granted te nim, and 
inaxepoweesonsnct phx pos 


Hae He MELE ask occa Ae Pardes) Seperedet bin perth ot doeey : 


+ ow =Qea 


He was not an expert on nutrition, nob was he able to prevent the Allies 
Wahae , ‘ 
and private organizations seciubenecas te ous to Lele at oross-purposes 
to kk A.R.A. On the whole, his neseréwf attainnent was one. Pry | 
Joa ony, wim, | 


ODE DOR IX achieved his central 
least, he cate peda me pare a ato fot noonaie at 
purpose § fae h ° 
xaxascompt stabilized capitalism in Europe xp | Sacicnadcnneasiee and 


sxmxnmixbm brought his kind of order out of tee postewar chaose 


Chapter X 


The war ended wanes tote aatestore, tienen mat 
| : Sie High Command had! expasted ” Vorman resistence ‘to continue fer . 
. at least another yoar, but the blockade had finally hea down the 
i Central Powers: sad : ee dowporate 
: people smankixaw refused to tis IsB1. : 
Hoover, knsmcamhiciosr xfuntia ‘beets nothing of military strategy, | 
had accepted i ears predactions’ ) Of wth Ger Qnnmnen. s—thet—the—war~wewhdeed $8.5. 
through the waster; WP had ple had planned his food program accordingly. Basie 
But wheshen » raaeporetOr OF Tee, he knew thet devastated 
Burope would need wkaees Siucliee & , "eps ———_ delivers# , 
The Armistice merely altered Wetter adetributiog, eons ux on 
. ~upgemmp of the need. 
& : sai aorta eee taste sear eerie, 
: vent nantes STEIN ge aml So holed discussions with 


President Wilson of mathe! hasdaamg post-war relief. "Right feeding 
correct} wrong thinking,” he epee and "Famine = the mother of 


reet : prevent Jug 
. the gethap collapse of civilization. : 
If anything, the nenkee of famine gpew with demobilization. 
Atwas bushi 


anarchy." On his shoulders 


FEES sha tie Ne anata Ps 


¥r 
Germany and Austria were exhaasteds- - transportation, ‘productions 


a distributing servi érerupted 
; an stribu g& se ces were. sarangi { 
: Be Lpcoatring ot He RA Ports 7 dentin iy 
goverment ¢ » particul 
fal wt sony hen Y my: 
pS ses Ss ed, a ik for power ary 
the radical masses ani the Sic WS nobility, the 
: Se anterans teths, aes zi Tresad : 
poe iota ortteset landholders, financkeus, and ene ae 
ow . 


wad 
Joo Hoover hd warned of ineensaeanans Bat the ete government 
wy tid 


bo 
aoe, nee ee Germany suffey_and the mek Hdl tues, 


AHR  RFRaRpmaNgeasx wan we their own 


se -2=, . ape a fut thy. leet tg, 
Wr) 
political adyantulge. The Alites HER ieefect counderet HEU. - 
mnie dnl =the 


oy an Inter-Alliea committee. Te_Mits0n Nowrer WORE Q, the day 


[ptr npaXn ee WL 
the Armistice was ae mash the Allied pediey Wrilis 


mo with complete horror." He was violently opposed on "any cooperative 
arrangements that look to mamixmk the control of our exports after 


peace." ia 


Wilson, was easily persuaded that — control of food <= 
produced in the, United States_and paid for, y inmax U.S. Treasury 
“GU Mis mmr | 
loans, =~ pees remain in American hands. Accordingly, . the President 


requested Hoover to ane hurry to were as his Eee Rt 


High Conmand sels the, sai ch a SNC 
on neeerenmymo deers German compliance to the Armisitce terms and oc 
“ga acceptance of the -peace treaty when sews presented for - 

: German steuatare’ Eee "and liberated souibidies sabees 
“suffer !xxx in-eorwepmumee: the High Command would -not risk xx 

the denger that food sntppet might £tut leak into Germany through 


these channels. . 


“ 


Hoover left for London one week after the Arnistice was 
signed. He had a clear idea of what he wanted to do and a working 
plan of noe nomWEEB to warnkemk proceed. He would have liked to 
haze-besnrebbonto handle thesembére provisioning peokian TF capt 
eras anyone except, perhaps, the President = pen : 

to set up his own committee ais thee nen fino, worked ‘tor him 
in Buagtunxamh Belgian relief and in Washginton, who called him 
“the Chief," and never questioned his decisions®. But he could 
not 80 y ignore the ‘Allies: xkk shipping was still umiam 
Seuphecnthhued cna atiak controlled jointly by the Allies and the. United | 
States, and the-biceientiowns: cmumaned “p> tie jotet High commas 


. » 
= - ~ ” 
» SS ck, 8 ie aa o2.c2-% oe ean RR 
we 


2-A . 


| i ww laITe nw: is 
; i explains in an inter-office bulletin leg Pood Administra tio mpm peli 
‘  Wattempts to deal with the problems through the secon-dolass minis and _ 4 


\ 
jealousies of the present inter-Allied vodies is hopeless." Ye emnhednie rd 
ta hak NuiwA pt Fabia Ast 
He é£a-net—want_kmkaa-interfer oe_fron—vhe “pinheads of bureaucratic on | 
Europe," : tof * ’ 
ny wih 


ne I WOO cle -- a ae tent wg, 


4 
— 2 


ao ~A0e 
refused to mpmm-remove the blockage from So aaen Hoover felt they 
only strengthened the xmmdmix revolutionaries Innsketumemmtey -- but 
by relaxing the blockade elsewhere, mumx toward Germany and the. other : 
en states, axamxaxnintems in pemmkrterpiageemetchedx xh lshevism 
gad , Hoover felt that en “4 - 
en snBKRaMEp wer could be kept out of Europe. The Big Four decisi onzumazieh 


km bolatedly aknowledged Nam his original 4dea of how Bolshevism ahouldbe 


- fought;the cordén sanitaire was in reajity his om plan ‘nese sa dveazed sigtamd. ome 
aqaspted by the chiefs of atate, | 


V Niaey y “ty, Quit +h aly fate , atteg : 


a4 gee: t If fiMilermdets . 
ty DUAR Ohta “Adal athinig + | 


N fein arse Own of auc, Ber 
{tte Ty Ay, 


Wifftocy ~ cudaicn 
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: The arshiostties of relief were not merely organizationaly 


and—the-purposép“Hoove r-had\ in, mR SEs HOE porety Ueeeaniear ans Be 


Whntiomabkthininsisskinghen 8 Pour days after the Armistice, waile was still 
in Washington, reibbr issued m What-he-getted a "Mencrandum 
on Reconstruction,” st 4n-witvhahe outils eal five urgent reasons for 
getting supllies into Europe. Tne first a was simply tax "so stem 


' the tide of Bolshevism." =~ ea re ticte = that fam there-cold-be we- 

Zamer stability of govemment An countries where the population was 
startigg, and tievedere war weet eoneime to—the-detriment.of—ell-masions 
Calgan #taSTITEY eoutd-be_voowtabineds-Cuabombrhthtig,Thi ay, ok stability 

i wa any racnanael in the enemy nations if thezz xtmam the Asscoteted 
and Allied nations expected to collect war indemnities. Sineey fi iodaie! 
xhemkadhweaxmx Allied and Hak American troops were about to occupy certain 


the mek Aiaiat 
Dosveoue of Germany to enforce the Armistice terns {/atabllity aomorgn uw 
Urn UR 
ob meant-hmet 

| ca poi be ° 0 eaee—ths. 
“turrgers-of “GS “Scapa ion yantseeeNFST Ew savé knertoan and Allied lives 
and moneoye Finally, the mean of spreaking Bolshevism threatened 
all Europe and the only way obsmcorping ti Nenemynof-ofvilization* waste | 
| WA instha&s-way_to_reinfesce 


b- carersatp acd peu Aer ned (ect me Soaahreee andr saihertagxeninger mig 


fh oe . rf 


- anti-Bolshevik Deveniaearad tes Dyno 
Bee Hoover did not included in-hie-OWOERGECAk-mepe rendu 
notned imperative reason\for famiimg feeding Europe. During the war, 
- the Food Administration had urged American roduches ts-saeuenen: agricultural 
geepian«: te-helip ‘the -AlTiess . _ the war mmitedexh en suddnely came—ve—an, end 
. there arose the PO Se phewe ‘products would oo the American market, 
wmenk causing a break in agricultural prices and one xninxeingmmek collapse 
of American economy. Tnmmubihiamy~In-the.event of immediate ae eesica 


xunhdnxe ry xatienky nie Seat the-peseple would very likely 
d Weeds Hoover t Thesatasnn His political future would be ruined almost - - 


= as : 


- 


st 


riot 4404 2g yk ce 
ay its cienioiade Hoover worried about the ‘surplus, of tal ¥ 
lard and nd porke For December 1918 alone, the Food Adminis tration had “r os 
on nina oo omar 350,000, 000 lbs of pork products over anda ‘above the eee i 


ach of 
noosedlsn she United States, and for/the re xt two month’, the surplus 


» & 


would ai bo OOD. £908 400 ,000 ,000 lbs. In offer to aad the. Beiee 
of $itasexpumn kag tilt 172. cents per pone a Dromiaea te to the hog rallére, | 
Hoover mist find some way of disposing of thm tnegh hinge. suppluses. To ve: 
sure, the Allies had premise ng 7 gaia resin a produess, but* 
with thexsmhetime Aratstioe® tier i Caan candelled their siete Atteante 4 to 
bludgeon treatin into sakaxg iiring vert previous combttments wore “ ; 
successful 'wieh the French and Italians,’ ‘bat the English steadfastly refused 
to }: #e. their contracts) and-Hooverawas Trentre with alias The i 
ay packers in- America suggested that’ they out oe .to the farmers, and 


get what they . could for the pork products wh qoould_find-a market. 
ae we untae AAA 
- Sit his would meen-arsesver to the hog raisers aa oat pol tide suicide tor 


7* 
Hoower. He @ Fosisted ahyramaycanny-snsh-idea=veat the produsers aliowld-be— 


F f 
“- penatysed and sought: “‘6ther“solutiqnse! He proposed’ lifting of the blockade 
xn ~ Germany to allow B.S. pork to reach the starving populationg: he. 
tix for cash , cre “y Gn, . 
-7~ suggested that the pork could be sold to te neutral! vs /whirelein 
Superwentt-selinet to Germany in exchange for payaént in icine The proposal 


* 


. ea s approved! {eo gum until the High Conimand intervened and refused to 
‘sass relax the boo kadee The-Britierrvinsteatly & tocir-aventy 
a. guarter-or"Ehet origin originalsoniers. Stamm ecrk Hoover then ordered the 


-Gyain Corporation to purphase pork for subsequent relief ,mixkthenctma AY 


‘xemndartain, and by mxmtethy, rushing relief shipments, to ‘the liberated 
ountries, Hoewer managed to absorb the surplus without breaking the 
price of hogs on the home markets In this way nad rmmarar rete Tapropee 
. andazee savel himself and the pork producers; ivee the Al Allies aks 
— ‘the blockade of Germany in March. 19196 


=, still, Sxinara tn mh dha edcchiand xe ma malaga ace gig Hoover. had not only 
beek fit gitenea by the pre pork e éurpus wt xaxa he had given hostile 


‘h 


: 
« * + 
fa a Sch nt in en 


xt “ ; —+ 6 


os 
mn 3 ee oe ee ple ce ae Seen oe, 7 Jie 


xmibxiion 4A-3 : 
vonetors an excuse for attacking hime President Wilson had amet asked 
of instructed “oover 
Sonesesa for/$100,000,000 to purchase food. The President 
to form the and G 
American Relief Administration wmithoxeowemmmbxutexheadniiex mentite 
toxhamihan casannaie:sinmatinamicinamaatmmuints amen to allocate and handle 
hostile toward Wilson | 
all food purchased with the appropriation/ But Congress » max since the | 
mid-term elections of November 1918, delayed pamxhmgxhkn approval. The. . 
: Wes Ett rid y a / | 
debate atemeed Hoover of disap enterkd/ into ah-agreements with the meat - 
packers to help pret surphises Yyon Europe, and ie wie tisdyeia isbension 
Wa} 
tocuse pudlic funds sm to that end. Tmantenakore Certain Senators proposed 
that the price to the farner be maintained and the price to the packers be 


lowered <= thus reducing the retail cost of meat and encouraging greater 
domestic consumption. Rex Shamtatinanktex Senator Borah decried the . 
"stupedous extravagence" of the Administration, and partioularly of Hoovers 
was the profits of packers mates er the war had been 
"unconscionable," sa: Lath e “How did ros get t? \hesewketl. 
: “*They got it under the administration of Mr. Hoover, and he is still helping 
them. And he has transferred the same representatives of the packers to 
Europe that he had with him in his Food Administration. They are in Europe 
_now, dickering to unload the packers! surplus én Europe. Imam The scheme 
to relieve ‘starving! Europe did not originate-4in Europe. Je originated in 
Chicago." \ off 4 
: rome timatory, ea conaseus cpprepriated the $00,000,000 and 
Hoover van aia th Srosega with nda plpnpe ghe | American Relief Administration 
By resembled the old C.R.B. -wirteirsied 
supplied Rel gim-tmxamaxtiex-duringthe-warr All food was distributed by 
Americans (often volunteers) i ich with local comm9ttees ‘dn the ; 
various countries. Zum But the A. ReKe- ime Ateont to food : 
* paid Pennies tise raat ear Pioepeinstite Le demttod all ena 2 
siutiieviase toneaees Saal Toenail ta. 
(which_was=done, for a rae sa os pore of dinates, leks naaees ae 


acces ie cal 7M Me, a cite amid 


Pg 


Sree 


“2 - soa 4 


and ‘therefore the U Se Japamexdix 
ei nobis. Treasury SMKBAXEA , 
to bo 


for Austrian Zood purchases) 3“ i % " 
whéther the food 
and therefore the U.S. Treasury it credits to England and France for 
the purchase of food for Austria) 3 whether the Purchases” were made pesetenean A 
yh Dy > cumin "earns Cation Lecexe- (as in the-case of neutrals and 
Gormany)3; whether ‘the food was provided on oredit (as in the case of 
the White governments of Deniken and Kk Yudenitch). ‘ 
Ostensibly, ommakinkmiupabioteaxecnepinkhesenragetatogx 
Ostensibly, oover was subject to the decisions of the 
Supreme Economic Councs; actually, as the most important member of the 
Council, he determined policy for himself. The Yrain Corporation was 
given the task of transporting Hoegverts food purchases. TLhewee Hoover -romis 
dealt directly with the new governments of the libera nations, anédewhe- 
determina ‘riuch the amounts and varLetg¢ of food to sinkpe He could not, of 
course, violate the blockade. But he fought against it vigorously through 
President Wilson, who trusted Hoover's judgments In the end, he managed ito. 
get the blockade against Smak mingpiwex Germany lifted. Ashe kept pointing 
out to the ey alae the world had to live with the Semis ns it. would be 


ae daw i“ € dink wats r 
wiser to dve ajCermany machax Riled—vyaa stable governmayt, than” 22. 
quan NYY = ne eg . 
Germany o anarchy and Bolshevisne e nee Eee 


a 2 a See 


“ . oa 


- a 


on sondin 
atioees credits 
WhrhRiaxitsoinsnm 
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Chapter X : 
; wa Niven 10. teenthnptet ITI" | 
The war ended abruptiy, See Rexhciexakatamnanx Allied | 


statesmen andxaththamythe nilitery oommand ee ee 
PRAM, Tce bib ”. 
expected Germany to hasg-en at Least 
wan 


made-howetrin-. 
perhape-rerifer. bende Hoover, her kan marpirat an examen 


Thin 
way export-inowieseecet milita: strate accepted ‘puss, redictions 
Ca Hue 5 be lef oe Br ,40 . it 


of authertetes aftd. planned ute 5 ee ee food program lp hud 
[Mt or ef, bie 
gccordingly. We-ate-teye-tim- imagination ee eee at ce 


QA 


pouETItter=wontaiet—ond the-food-onengamagetn devastated Buropey 4 os 


qh / ea the middle of 1918 Prngaared began diseuss with President 
lapio~arcad baron “4 post-war ~* More thane ver, Hoover, was—convé—ned 
' Wilson xen relief. Ruziiguceextauitmasxnementhen 
5 mmatig’ eG. > 


weeexemminom that food was the maxk decisive weapon not oxign . alone 


weakaniongx 1 wll 4 MH ang eae 
eT to in th i draco oho Dba BF 
He mexitncedone Snap re Daa Mae MR ae sregske-oaan, 
- sonchon-aeRaamaing: "Right sninkhng 
fecaing corrects wrong thinking,” ze anid; end "F is th mother 
a" s wrong thinkin CAL Oy eants. Glenn wl Ro prevent « 


of anarchy," und Gar nie-ahoulnns-Deeeod- tbe ts = 
nf aus x ppamast otvi2ization’s 


‘lp 
“fvon-oollapuray-4s She_figsi-iegney-ct-ineareh— 
The xumh ‘Armistice merely omen altered tke methods of, 


rowiding 7, not the urgency ot sue need, eretizendomenrd « 
xf and Austria “exhausted a suxun mekkyx' the—peopre*tirraxelt, 


If anything, with Germany ee a 
. essiniptieeencrraneportation, Beonectere Sis tributien pent 
» With th . 


ee te eer, | f finn A ETH : very a central Barope 

diets the-vrealsewh of-guverment pembhuiing 5 pentag ee eye 
an country Ser 4% . 

i she.struggle for power between the radical masses and the. m=amemk 

. mye denobilizaed army.officers, ~ . 

Feactionar}no nobility, mitkcex, af imaxenhreryrmsatargs zapebemnte » 


ae cn eh a anaocenit a cacti set wh . ant Se financiers and industré 
the inninenee of widespread famine, was immoasureably greater. Hover 


3 : 1| 
i - 
Fesceshc siete = -- ae ” = cea % ee ee le Reenter 5 sa 


He had convinced President Wilson, onda tiee nea sand Pyench waman = - 


admitted the danger, “bet the French aarm pivconmeak was glad enou gh ~ 

to let Germany suffer and —_ the- Allies all wanted to mem play 
a majorpart in determining pakehax the polities of relief. They had, 
in fact, proposed that the United States. enter an Inter-Allieé pool 

to control distribution of the worlds! wheat erop. Sexthccbryh ck 
diammtuz On the vemy day Set ba ee. es, Hoover 
wrote President Wilson that tin 4 at ntei-sriiea 
‘pool "£4118 mo with complete an noersest He was violently 
opposed te ‘any cooperative Srrangosonte thet ook to the control 

of our ‘exports after ences! 


4 


r . Wilsen was persuaded. while’ P.. aid not want, to antagonize the 


Allied governments ,xkai the_Ppewhtont agreed with Hoover that eontrol 
ae - raese Pets 
over pecarcen products 


: . b UM = 
sans products jundn ia ae for mm the 
UeSe “Treasury oats 2 ; 


t 


a most part Qy Ammer loans > ; } rae mas t remain: in 5 
American ape Accord a Wilson EY ested ‘Woover va to Europe 
janectevety t te- repr sent,t na to be- 
done to alleviate iaxepemn pie teiine in the "1iverated” countries of 

; the, Balkans, the Baltic awh and mga ond: ao the neutral 
‘ countries, : ‘fx o che 
(aed OU, : 7 : 


For the blockade aid not end with the Armistice! the Rxe-sn” 
High Dead refused to _polingtish this ah aGitirt pninoponate- 
Gospeny marae ebishi-souidisbe nest—-to-Danaa’ compliance with the < 
Armistice terms and acceptance of the peace treaty. The neutrals and : 
the aiberated countries matimmed found themselves plucet-oqaehiny—— : 
Bboleizaia, : one ee mys fom. the the High Commandxumn 


moral 
» 


salokegoaen xenihiiiak 114 sgt sampobe-riak xe the blockade eneRaee 
~ te iefoe, Lest papettepetenesnieentinnany food st ppe8 ap 


J 


va ” cad 
a i 4 


ii 


b ray 
| ae ve Te RE spony SP er ns Rk ne te PEO TET SE ws tee Oe a a Ball 


” 


= 


_F on ues needs of these countries. Paromeepicit ns i om aintionch ne cam} , A ’ 
2 ” 


Re ae the blockade. Unless Hoover wxe~abien 0 cooperated, 
withoutantagonis: » he: could not get food transported 


Axmaxhan axel forthe-pasehasenby the U.S. Arny! 2 large stocks 


| 


or distrivuted 
: bu, parole 
- BY a ee eee ho ‘arramged mitixhie 


oud Ohad aw 
of foodstuffs 7to be shipped. on ety S boats to Frence for reconsignment 


th nA 

In other words, Hoover hak hae otttiapie stceks Bs decal on as soon as — 
the methods of distribution ehacae a e On his arrival 
an London, he immediately eoseet teawough & working 
plan ueexeenbae to the Allies. Bat. pe and Y suspieton’ ‘wixarexhea 
attra & * despatched 4. 
comeed ware] Hoover therefipon — twe ‘small group of 

Rax former - Belgian Relief nen maxiiaiings cere he had brought 


with am, te Poland, Austria, and the Balkans to repertion conditions 


He persuaded President Wilson - 


——— as 
té—poesett Gite wathite Hf frcecdnnes 
St a omenes to the Alliea Zovormionts? 


Wilson instructed his unofficial amaze reprensitattye, Colonel 


“ 


: 
i eth mee 


est tT 2 id 


E.M. House to AFOW=T lee pte wicket. wrersay rsoventtt 


acto Birector General of Rerset Sateedid Tae el Liberated . Z 


populations. The Allies procrastinateds with Wilson!s pea 
Hoover wengesiomad a 


Sorbie and-Austfia,nith VUES RappaLees IP not up wp an efthce a5 wth 


Paris and without Yen ddnsrteagncoar waiting for Allied 
: afraid abe bei excluded ail 
—his-timer SiTagenents. Tnmediatel ys: the Frenen and lish ama 
; xtm relief altogether, zent : eho eee ee 
representatives 


te ecoperate with Hoover nda nath-enieae Edina hina Beiauss 
Hoover refused to yen cae delay proweesmime, the Allies agreed 
on December 31, ams 1918 vaoney. to octaeapx establish a Suprene - 


Council of Supply. and ReiLi6f ,sudacilenssce sone Rit mete ana and ee 


= \ BY aes ree a fis i i ; 


/ 


a 


ai 


whe id 
wr rs 
less than two weeks later nesrod, Hoover Pirector General. But within . 
a month, ‘4 ayant the probleng artstegwert ef feeding 
most of ea age vere coe wane fux-torve-adninistered vy an i \ 


uprame Economic Council of the 
4 solated bodys. The hascaun Supreme War Council (consisting of the 


High Command and responsible directly to the heads of aoe ww 
wu 
me ot. to draw up the peace treat ferment xaiaracar 
ang, P P y) Poor ogo r 
a food section which Hoover headed, smi/xim olicies ef 


Of the personmaking-mashinery-were theyrEtkeslly coordinated al lect? 
Wartewesertie | 
WhatevertHe-treery, Hoover had‘pretty mich a free, hand HS 


“determine wher ‘ave would PR laa ” 
whale ea EL ~ ignet, 3b toc fal fa that satay bes br Silas 
distributed. lies came alno Sat fre the Dated Ste oar) 


Houwer apmanged the Sigmeem financing Mtn kon unnteenvit the ¥.8. 


augee, Department. # “te avwamged for moat of the shipping, and Se 


' his counsel 


 axemiged for the uséhianad’ of distribution. Xaxmmm He dealt with 


the various goverments concerned either directly or through agents 
responsible to him. He “consulted” the Supreme Economic Council, but - 
sxoxatexpem in practice mexunmelmixnkecuestaed made the er He 
could not, of course, Violate the blockade -- but he fought ass 


* 


| 
| 
therbkinmiwe@e through Wilson n who trusted Hoover's jndgnent#. | 


The sunfiichugretintaempomsateenty Big Ten (the endanedx 
chief executives of Bug Great Beitein, France, the United States, and 
Italy), om their foreign xameatantex ministers fies sce two | 
tayaneum vepresentaives from Japan), the Big Four (the heads of thm 
atate) 2 tens rea 
and the Big Three (sham Wilson, Clemenceau ot—SrmNe, and Lloyd 
Coorge \of-Ragtant) eo drartsees: tnb ‘treaty efegeene throughout the 
makhxexpankedmefix first period of Hoover¥s relief. ia Hoover was 
not ag officially associated with the peace commission, biel vat 4 


; e He lad vory definite ideas of 
what the peace should accomplish ; «me it was his task -= at ledst, 


\ 


-5- 
Hoover made it his takk -- to establish the preconditions for the | 
kind of peace to be mutabitaledniy 4mposed Qn the enemy. md xeukrnk 
liverated ‘court ries. Pood was his weapon, xxx the most powerful and 
persuasive weapon pmsmthbectamimzar ef all. He new what he wanted and 
what the Allies shovld want, and he did his utmost -- with extra- 


ordinary success -- to get ite,. 
foe een tht ost o cs 
sete en ths most yraeriiige the are ries he 
an + ty dea n/ 


ootgt sem. etecteicinint cet ig feries “Qeverment 
whs ATA ere 
in Russia mst be smashed by = a me the mabpen nesters 
to its rightful rulers -- either 7 ¢ modified autocracy or as a 
the property of 
dimmenxacyinuhtek capitalist democracy where/landlords and capitalists 
wenden preperky (and foreign investors) would be properly safe- 
guarded; thmox second, the spresd of Russian [rosepers am: ~~ a tern, 
thetwag lech pecnerreaae in the minds of the -psdenalcane and all property 
oe (ee 
holders, wast wurder, tortura, free love, y, and no-profits -- 
must ce sreseated in Europe and throughout the zaizudan colonial 
world. dgwa There were several ways of going about this. The most 
obvious was to send xumhem Allied and American armies inte Russig to 
crush the Soviet goverrment. The second was to back interventionist 
supposedly representing snti-Bolshevik Russians, ; : : 
armies/with mun sem NERYXAEN men jrnd—ererent Tiowem mum mhnitions - 
md supplies. The thirad was to crush socialism wherever it mhghk 
appeared 4 
xppexn in-Reex”the-1it—el-—burvps, either by arms, by political 
maneuvers, or by blockade. ‘“ ; 
Hoover was opposed xha the first method as dangerous, and 
he contended 
xx impractical -- peace/could net be establisheé vy making more 
ware He- wes did not Samar favor the second method because it seemed 
to him cmat unnecessarilly costly and a gamble. He favored the third 
method as practical,mmxtf if the idea of blockade were abandonned. 
“Tho spread of socialism, he held, was the direct result of feminesemt - 


of—vhe~resultant-enues. Give the people enough'to eat, put then te 


~60 


work, and socialism would no longer be a menace. Even tam indealing | | 
with tlmn@ Soviet Russia, if food were poured inte the country, the | 


people would forget their radical ‘ideas quickly enough. "A weak 

government," Hoover remarked some years later, “possessed of the t ~*~ 

weapon of food for starving people can preserve and strengthen 

itself more effectively than by arms." The Allies a ohoose 

the gevernment it wanted to support and then glia keppe , 

food ins Shen aE te pegged ee tecta ce to af "we aE Ug | | 

bidding-of the ~klivtes, then withhold food and they gevepamens would 

come Sones’ senbes quickly enough. If the Allies removed the , 

Dlocka@e muxtinaxiimmbatuil against Soviet Russia, the Rak min < 

excuse thet the Bolsheviks weed for their fatlurespould ve-rexered 

and the people would suddenly realize that Bolshevisa was antoterenies , 
Hoover's arguments appealed to Wilson -o-whish aia not mean 

that the President, under terrific pressure, 

pregiww. So far as the liberated nations went, the Big Four 

were willing to let Hoover operate as he wanted and confidently 

relie@ on him to get the desired results." But Germany and ‘ 


Big Four strategy toward each of these 
Soviet Russia were different, and Shajy xppeesenxbemenshxetatkhess 


manhk 
was contgnued. And President Wilson, bewitched by his own fine 


words, argh abandonned all pretense of a reasonable peace in - 


{ 
mukhemsoemn countries did not reflect Hoover's ideas. The blockade | 
{ 


@xchange for Allied acceptance of his League of Nations. The 
fwwerualtote eared wp Rope ste setents of INTO catty ce 
making and breaking governments xwamh ta bextheon Lek ta th pref namhwar ateee | 
xaxhiche governments seened sufficinetly subservient, smashing ‘ | 
the peoples! movements ruthlessly. Wilson agreed -- so long as in the - 
end xshemsexguermmexazem there was also a League. For no matter what 


sxuparhkshs the means accomplished, Wilson believed that the 


. League would eventually rectify. He xnhixkkexporemanh bargained the 


* 


: : . | | 


present against the vague hope that the future would somehow be better. 


+> | 
ats to infect the rest at & xan Wurope,the rest of the world. Ideals were 


oTa ~ 


To hin, Bolshevism maxnantationypemptexhx was also the great menace. 
For all his rhetoric, Wilson gk distrusted the people. He wanted 
"democracy" + xkecouhebthenonntecceten chemmen nema shen tech he xe 


and he was readily satisfied wikiax “so long as parliasentary forus 
_ were observed and the mammszhabheetpeisintetonbertea leaders of the new 


states padiqproperncethectmn box made acceptable speeches in favor of 
Freedom and liberty. 
4 
' Wilson was mumxtueeg partial to forms -- comffnt,he did not 


ren rm of ‘ 
vother to examine too ni gone: dain tmmonh te hah long as the 
a va ( 
announced intentions of ‘a 8 . lid 
. \reeetay/ la YAAd We 
*\ appropriateness, he weanuiiing te~sake. tis rformance on-$2uee oe ie 


He came to Europe full of xhxke virtue and zeal; he was shocked ‘by i 


' ak the barefaced greed and frankly. imperial stVamhjgions of the” 


with, Utdiy mh Catsharbs’ ¥ 
Allds. He | aa. opposed to - : | because pene > aun 


Wedges: bad a fy diy 

xxmana tatiana unaétainable and ‘ noted p = 
chaés ‘and barbarism Anovendé, 
© Allies were opposed to sosialdnn because x% of the threat to 


capitalism, to the imperialist system of colonies, +m Socialism 
could be contagious; sommaucksmanEn its establishment in Russia might 


ix” 
ys ‘all very well in sua place, but their place was no in pramitedn 
practical politics. The French wanted protection from a resurgent 


Germany -- the protection of a se ies of alliances. The English wanted | 


a balance of power that would prevent French influence én Europe: , 
from growing too decisive. The ugm Italiqus wanted more territorye 
‘the gpam Japanese wanted a slice of Chkmmomdx Siberia and large 
concession in China. And every nation maces to obliterate—t 
mnie ict ack socialism, SCTERS Wilson. Ww agreed, reluctantly and 

Ap Beant 


hesitatingly, to gama every imperialist demand-- mx tem for pvhe - 
wary WH : 


| 
: 
| 
| 


' 


League weal a tinecoenghe y reotasy all. 
abuses. = el aid not » *B ae Marxists did, the politics 


Sates x = - oa aed 


Chapter X 
The war ended abruptly. The Allied “igh Command had expected German 
resistence to continue at least another year, but the blockade had finally 


worn down the Senfral Powers; hopeless people refused to fight one oover, 


Sel ce noenine of military strategy, accepted the generals? predictions . 
and Sea no cai his food program accordingly. Bet War or Armistice, he (* 
knew en “aevastated Europe a ere Ee the supplies that xm could be 
delivered. The Armistice merely altered the manner of ‘distribution, not the. . 
neede pew - : 
In fact, Sah macvatnecsy initiated discussions with President 7 
Wilson on post-war relief. "Right feeding corrects wrong thi "he 2 aN : 
reiterated; and "Famine is the mother of anrzrchy." On his: ET 
the responsibility to prevent the collapse of civilization/ 


If anything, the danger of famine dnoreased with dhe end of 


hostilities. Germany and Austria were exhausted ami demoralized. All over 
Europe, transportation, production, and distributing saveises Sone eciae 
down. The governments of new nations, born out of the defeated German and 

. Austrian empttes, had not yet established thadr authority; civil war blazed 
in central and eastern Europe, a struggle for power bewween the radical , 
masses and the nobility, the aristocratic officerg corps, the feudal 
landholders, and the reactionary barons of finance and industry. Foreseeing 


the confusion, Hoover warned that food alone could restore order ‘and cami 
de anaiallh Wd Me MadiAL ff Crawses awrmeiin mn Te “edie® 
enh socialism. But the riper ie going wanted<=Germany~te-suffer xuinkexkam 80 
ep AA ee MO et ped ty waar > dt pl siti tan, hte hig mer ary 
iyse-ie cba Siadgsonea ines suting te ve 


to imposes. “The mglish 

Together Al Biepescsatea ainastad tind the Vie 
wontipyed. If ché,neutralp land 21D liberated pOSUnEES€2 al se~mest=sastor-temn 
along with~the dereated engmtes, that Bs peers junfortunate regia bas bat—seemingry 
unavoidable, The “Allied High Command would yet risk the ‘c t- food i 


egeful ee the Frenoh 
pAtA 


| 
| 


WARX mignt~leak into Gr many through-these-channels. 
@n eiison" 8 demand, the seas were willing to 
Bat /: ihrem 30 2 ton make concessions 


mcr Tou Cat 
in-favor. of thealiberated souptiney --~i& xatheh food policies were 


determined ae an Inter-Allied comm ttee. Tthagnhad The negotiations for such; 
Huts te whole Sin, 


od Dee 
@ comm) 6 before the German collapse. ¥et on’ the 
wy « fies qe opandings ineroonduotsaneue pwd, Mh aad Bits AU 
( day_the-Armist_o_was_prodlaimed;"Héorer wrote Wilson that the Aztec: Ls 


ype "fills me with complete horror." He violently opposed "any cooperative - 
a x arvangmentathak=leok-t> the cont Fol of our exports after_peace# : 


at f Wislon was easily ‘persuaded that food policies mxx mst remain \ —~ 


in American hands. He requested Hoover to “hurry to Europe to act as his 

representative, and Hoover left for London one week later. He had a-clear 

idea of what. he wanted to do.andumeraxitngmpian He wanted to handle all 
provisioning. without consulting any other goverment «= or any other person, . 


with. the possible exception of the ‘President. He hoped to set ‘up his own 


le ie 


fae 
—_: 


Sana eis never .grostioned his ey pat, he could not so readily ignore 
immed 
‘the Allies: aktoping while “all /avadlabie food was produced in the United 


Statex and _panteoiax for the most part patixtem food shipments were paid 
for eittier directly by the U%S. Treasury of through loans to the Allies and 
the tam governments | of fe liberated countries, shipping was-still jointly ’ 
controlled by. thosforner, belligerents and the. High Command still supervised 


yar Tosa! " 


the blockade. Unless Hoover. cooperated with the English and 1 Frenchy he could x 
not get food transported or distributed. fo” 

Before departing from Mashingtoi,. Heswer permet the %. 8. Amy to 
) a large stocks of foodstuffs to is shipped to France for subsequent — 
tr ‘cesonaiguaent. In other morse ee he sought res buile up aacuhan gas on which 
he could draw as soon as he- yeached some agreement wkkk on methods in ~ 
“London. ‘On a“ arrival, he ceeee ‘tried to formiate a working plan 


° agreeable to the Allies. tt Hse spe and suspicion resulted” in exasperating 
delays. Hoover refused to wart” Pine polstiéiahss he despatched a ama 1 Ligaen 
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was endangered by "nationalitirs that are repugnant te eur inherited 


tastes and that cannet be assimilated witheut decreasing the standard 
ef living and endangering eur secial ma@ natienal institutiens. "55 

It was a smug inhetitance Hereert Heever took with him from 
Suxieexax Stanferd. He had come te the university an ignerant, aluest 
penniless wey frem the frentier; he left with a degree, with praetical 
skill as a saeveyen: with an educatien in geelegy veuched fer by Dr. 
Branner, xauwmexkh ameng the mest preminent geolegists ef his day. 


He eeula take pride in the bsackgreund he had wen fer himself, he ceuld 


beast ef a place where he belenged, a place he ceuld eall heme. He 


had a new-feund cenfidence in himself and his future. Ye hae fallen ; 
in leve with an intelligent girl ef geed family whe believed in hin. 

He had learned te seern these whe failed er enly muddled Gaeseh we 

the "degenerates," thé weaklings, and the inceupetents. ‘He had as his 
eapital his censiderable capabilities, his energy, and his reseurcefulness 
If this capital were well invested and earefully expended, it weuld 

bear large dividends. The questien was where te start. Fer he ceuld 
centinue as a surveyer in thé Sierras enly until the celd winds 


swept the meuhtains in Octeber ef his graduatien year, 18956 


» 


Po | @ 


Detring, a German who had come to China as a young man and who had for 


the past thirty years inedhiobina xpi been in charge of kkx cus toms 
ben, 14qa saat fy 
collections at the treaty ports. wtom, Detring eet appointed. 
acted as an advisor on mines 
commissioner at Tiantsin, and-had ibeniaaae orien . to Li Hung Chang, 
UW L; te as afiail fe 
Viceroy of Chihli >» an pecaine= g~ stockholder én the Chinese Mining and 
in which tir with 7. 
Engineering Company, kine tiiemkm cDieee, impe rial government - 
¥ vy [daw r St 
shared the pears anduwhs-ch represented the first motrerm attempt of 


the Ghiuees bo exploit the vast coal and iron LANEY Ee nT heen ja yaved 
fs Sraany Cee *) re We, fet A Mew fy ae Prey aa of WALEL 5 " aay 3 as ws F Akal 1 alte. Ve vue ft 
fur problems {Gvofving ve relations with the Buropesit flores ~~ i wcur 

; fe 


and in the ni eties % there were kardly gay other: problems, ~--=7ere mon CA, 
director and principle ‘nd. 
disoussed between etPing-and Cliang Yen-liao, -nabeRnafix imndimadiixthe clacenan gh 
stockholder jof busy 
Chinese Mining-and 3 Hnginesring” Company Mis"Excellency. Chang trusted es bs | 


Detring’ »lmpriettreiy. the German was a /Savewd businessman, like hts Of, “E 
Ue bo Arne? if, wal Enlay by det «ob : ; +, 
Chinese onploxens he wes alco conditioned to hawe / ‘on undorsbendin Ango8 


me a 
~ Sipe fe 


\< Chinese pRevTeHs-wnt-Sinknmen Seininas ance of -“Vhes?,—andatsox Sa-sympathevic- 
to she the Srmooo an ike ep somusioy i cle 
(ame= kha foreign depradations ee ean eee took 

. for granted Rekmingiz thut Detring, for all his ximimnxh trusted position J 


3 


EE ate corer enh datmiquabeinedeimahda’ aetna 
Ttothiniom country 


With omg} must understand the impossibility of allowing the Chinese to 


since, 
msintain control of valuable ore deposits, whiting smibicomet like most 
{ w, Be partied ay Pn 2oea Th Wd, { nts 


Europeans, Hosuen thorees macnn us Chinese hohe “ticks RUE RAS world 
progress and vivilization .by-refosings ee inen—the ripht to» 


Aptis, Bast , 
exploite -cnmthexmaninkhenangoxmnatoover mae that Moreing Radocttannte Od yw 
ay ‘ie Be, Lem Fo, 
during his visit to China in 1898, Poovaunas Detring to mori lowe | the 
fi. oe) ; frente pdb. / Uh, WAKA I pst bt pee “f 
Chinese customs and to go in with hin, offering ja bait interest in ria one 
a 
Chinese bus Siness ,as-anJoa-oneent. Detring al refused, Ehou gh he tateag: mad, 
pple HH, uatidd WietAt ting a ti, why! he ee TE, Lospahee rhtee |. if 
that peneten, capital and Western methods alts ‘pdougis— toe Ghtha. yond... 
“ +) Bey ¢ tN ihn ie pacts SA leer heron. 
Nese sandenisbood~t wf Petring yaoi wai ot would do all he could to break 
Medan ” * % fr a} aa tas tr | m4 é 
throweh Chinese re. Aaténce, and ks dP cesere ial saga ‘gpee—bo=eembiectee 
Ls onardy 
/ floveing kez] preference innamy posh ts senns peomousen thas could be arranged 
* 6 4 


RS 


eo  ~ ©@ 
sinner Ung WER ATCT. 


Moreing had—bocn—unable_to_ accomplish. what he Had set out to 


a eee to take over the Gini Katping  m mines for 
tu PA fAaA, ae tate } foe Me of nas Ample | 


Brittsh—eapistbal. Hoouee Was—centrto kho China, te. to be there ‘an ‘the event 
LoAl weet fof 


. A the situation changed. Snucnxrk Hoover Was Winkiniam paid by the Chinese, and 
sat : ‘ fatbAtek ¢ Ag eT ae ase Cte 
‘a _therefone whrs inside tho ara ay heey aS 80 baffling to Europeans,~xa 


fe 0 © baste betting emttamneted 5 befimmad, ad why Way, da vl! port ~ - ; 
difPrenlt to pin dowi tt-2—bis4 ess~dezl He_wadgmoreover,—phmimedka—a—— 


“opetig man Who-could-be.-trusted to turn amemnmyrax-any opportunity into 


an-advantage for the 5 hag company. “Wnire ne was porforming his tasks as 
bear Leazn the true value 


Ju wh i 

technical advisor, Hoge would ged,.0._chance,--to~! 
mp Soll -'s DéBh the physical and political 
of -th> ore Seroette toeappraise/tne ee ee of-opening-~up—the. 


witb Te, Mi ee, dt 
ore fields ,for- Western Wethods« Moreing, packet eae ee eee 
our harbor fetes, 

im th Ching Wan Tao kuoax mami loan, had,a lien against the Kaiping 

We Saleh ath tle ete “the CONCESSIONS e Mr Aarifiten 

mines, am dnsjdentrack in Any ‘race for pOrSeE adele He obese had the badking 

, Maa Py he Ga tee VFL pty V4 i hawt t arth. i LAL _ Y vbr. a rs 
of the British Foreign office, “since the persinhptnipcina Chinese: Wining 
oe Nee Tan? pin 


‘and Engineering ‘Company controlled the a erGe port’ of Ching Wan Dao, 
mhdmknvwi kh xbwexuhihsh yn spn who add , supplied as it wis by railroad ; 
with coal from the mines Would beinvoducbhewcom-smegaling station for 

Her “ayestytovavys — not 


reciacese in China couldhave been 
Certainly, Hoover's Amen he better timed - 


, 80 far as 


CHAPTER V 
China: March 1899 - September 1901. 
The bridal couple arrived in Horth China in the arly spring. 
‘“ While ostensibly employed by His Excellency Chang Yen-Mao, Herbert 
| Hoover considered himself the advance agent of Bewick ,Moreing & Co. He 

had an ingrained contempt, for the Chinese,.as he had-for a11-colored 
Paces.,ismmnioomm smimcamegReatt carried over from his youth in~the-Rar 
West where had had absorbed the prevailing opinion that coolies were 
mentally and spibitually no better than animals; Hoover's prejudice 
also included the Chinese merchants, landowners, and all government 
officials, wn he took for Branted were wily, immoxnhah immoral and 
corrupt. His own superior, Chang Yen-Mao, amkm spoke no English, and all 
business bekw with him had to be carried on through an interpretors Hoover 
knew th. + the tall, dignified, impassive Chang had started life as a 
coolie in a‘small river town, and oe by scoigentat ty. winning the favor 
or the Empress, had been taken Snto~ the court first as a companion to 


ft 


ee son, and when the boy died, as tutor to her nephew Kummgan Kwangsu, 


the future Empambm Emperor. Chang' 8 dqresdtony was a romandic adventure 
of luck, courage, currying favor in the right places, and fantastic 
exploits ~- such as his scaling the walls of Peking (a feat never before 


recorded) to carry the baby nephew at night to the Empress wheame when she 


: yas barricaded in the royal palace. Chang's fabulous achievements had 
won for the coolie Pay. the high sate of Mandarine But to Hoover, ‘Chang Was 

_ re a "vhinaman,W whe for all his shrewdness and capability, was-innately 
inferior bo wake a white man and Anousbivonabiy a grafter and bribe taker. 

Host of Hoover's dealing with Chang were carried on through 


the Mandarin's trusted-sdvisor, Gustav Detring. The oe had come to 


ie ’ Upina as a young man ,and-hrd for the past thirty, years been in charge of 
A avs a re ; : 


‘ 
“£ 


! Dae 


customs at the inedey works Detring Riso had served as commissioner of 
Pine Tientsin, as an advisor on mines to the Viceroy of Chihli, and 
finally as stockholder and director of the Chinese Mining and Engineering 
Company which controlled the Kaiping mines. This. venture, in vinich the ° 
imperial government shared the profits, represented the first cabbempt 
by. the -Chincse systematically to. exploit the eed and iron depositse 
His Excellency Chang Yen-ao, cs director general of mining operations for 
Ghihli and Jehol provinces, fasten director and large stockholder 
in the Chinese Mining and Engineering Company , discussed with Detring Se 
all problems xz involving relations with the European propkxam powers -- 
and.in the nineties, there were hardly any other problems. Chang trusted 
Detring; the German was 2 shrewd businessman, like Chang, and he had 
Chinese 

a. sympathetic understanding for the/point of view mk in the struggle 
against foreign depradations. Yet Hoover took for granted that Detring, 
paiaeis his trusted PORT Utony somhimmoimfnwomkoaz . understood kam how 
ridiculous it would be to continue the Chinese control of ore deposits. s 
Like most Europeans, Hoover was convinced that Chinese ownership 
interferad with progress and civilization. Mocdoven: Hoover aca well aware 
of & _reing's Les pect-for Detring's pe oreee in 1898, while visiting China, 
Voreing had urged VEURERE to give up hisposition-vwith the Chinese 
customs and grin go on with him -- Moreing Bey as inducement of 
a half queerery in all Chinese businesse Bakmi The German not commit 
himself; and aia not gk quit the &x customs services but ine did agree ’ 
that foreign capital and westerm methods would increuse the yield of the 
Kaiping mines. i . 

Shemmminxkunin hefonextworex minx Chima xia 

a as therefore magn to Hosei ners maberona. to. Pare Hoover in 
6hina eee ree internal change that would, ee ee 
foreign investuent in the mines. To be sure, Hoéver was paid by Chang} 
and: therefore seeningly was no longer Noreing's eryploye. Eut while he 


performed his tasks as technical advisor in a more or less desultory fushion, 


Brads 


@ ~3- 6 


Foover was primarilly a scout for Moreing, using his favorable position 


t 


‘within the Chinese organization to determine the real value of various 


mines, and to nem’ 


fur acquire knowledge of the physical ari 
political Gactots that_woulld afifemxmemsam be favorable to or that would © 
militate against ‘gaceéastal memuomih contrel by foreign mkpkamipht capltale 
By naeeae up half of the profitable harbor loan in 1898 , Moreing had 

a. oni om fa tanest. in the Kaiping mines, ‘an-advantage in the race for 
further concessions. Hf greater significa moe, he had the backing of the 
British Romig foreign office, always on the alert for coaling stations 
for ieraingon Her Majesty's Softmeien Navy --~ and the Britim government was 
well aware. that the Chinese ie and Engineering eonpe Dy controlleé 

the ice-free port of Ching Wan Tao, erat by Sativoad with 

coal, front the nearky. mines 


le 


Certainly, the British had.every reason to believe that 
unstable 


BINS EATS TS 


hams UKE Chinese government would soon provide 
or still pce: s RhiiceIOMe penetr tion of 
excuse and opportunity tortnaks xuvbaucie /Chinese economy and territory * 


q SeAUE Hoovers- arrival in China coincided 
that was expected to™ 


‘with the gathering crisis tiene. precipitate the: 
b 


newt y 
pam on of China stm the western imperialist nations. The year 
_ before his wees Russia. had moved in!’ Port Arthur; wi-th-thic -oxcnse, 


~ 


ances ‘Britain seized the port of Weihaiwei and extended holdings around 


vif ‘ ,’ ‘ 
nee ong, coms Leased sEReOnOY Bay; ond Mrance movode’ Lbto. Kwangchow 
‘ tan 
Baye Xmmkh Not one port remained gulig to-Ghina in all the 5000 mines of 
great powers 
eons) Ehe tuxomams had ee a: using ports as naval pases, pub—also 


to- protect their econonic interests within 6hina itself. The "battle of 


concessions", as Lord Salisbury referred to the scramble for Cnincue 
was Seprosslty rapacious—in demands for 
RM POR STO KO, Aor 


territory und access sz 
prnmammanmnxbexd om ein gare sae 


é the right to build railroads sinchb}omknx prim besa an omen ron? 


Asa writer-cynétak1 described + SORBa pg HERO 086 ets 
mk "BY a concessions ss is meant a sofemn con ete £1808 en ich for and in 


nie 


"the south and Russia in ‘the nerthe Abbemptsto_prevent further raids on - 


7 doneiuded. phat <n oes me agtendape ene epi or aa Pe rcerney of China, 


of the Asiatic emp g empire, with one almost certain result, of, war -~, 


' preserve Chinese initepenbenemxnd soveredgnity sppearie dace! skeen ets 


aaa tes 
consideration of Pane, duly paid in hand, the whole nation, its 
territory and populaiion, are turned over in perpetuity. The negotiations 
are ratified by a battle cruiser; a few marines ae enaeas a few bare-lefB-~ 
ed natives are bubbred in a tropical back-yard, a treaty of peace and amity 
is concluded between the Imperial Power nnd its latest morsel, and the real 


business of imperialism begins. It is good business and pays big dividends." 


fates grat 
Of all the rivals/ Great: Batis enjoyed by far the favored 
t*. PArdeet ete id re #,* iat 
positions British trade- arlourited- ‘to 65 peroeae of China's total foreign 
‘ \ ae 
of. dog? a fon 


trade, end 85 percent of RE! Sic tree a was carried in British 
au tf a 


vessels. But Joon secmypnmscnntnemsmap in the nineties, tho, “riba 


we LOE gee Ny 


became alarmed over the chrestof the pincers from Ene alties- Pronee—in * 


ee a 7 


ry bal eee : | 11 on! © ch. 2 
“hana failedcwhen’ eas! Japanese waged a successful war and seizég Formosa 


fem. 


“and gained a foothold on the coast—by—taking. over. Ehe l4aotung Peninsula. 
! 
Sinem Jast’ as eisownere in the world, Great Britain stood without allies 


with the Sisespoueks encroaching on-imexmemSonnk what British statenman 
their nation's The British Foreign Minister, 
considered, euxkxhion colonial prepogatives.mixhmax Lord Curzon amt 
rine ‘ 


‘could see no other 


(ee was ab this time that the Britist: 


tm a 


alone could- ~protect. their sine ady Huse eoncessions -smxtaesonx ny” strong and 


independent China" eam to ona: off oe imminent pares ienine and_devouring 


MA a rote PsA Cpaersy Bd abe ay " fee y fprcrard Kes. ' 
an! which Great. Britain vould be eevese to atend aloné- afainst the three 


vib oo se i Pipe 


‘great powers of Russia, Erance,-and Yermanys the /Rekkk sudden desire to 


the United States whose interests, as a late comer to the eee 

‘ i hh MAC, pM i 
Remns feast, w2s. in not dn ia~Chinese territorial gains but ina brisk 

coe 8 John Hay, UeSe 
commercial trades It was the Beatisn suggestion that inspired sum Secretary 


Maat 


of Seueex is zpem 1899, to send his famous "open=door" notes. Tho=point. of 


aan 


-\ f {G a oy mest Sie Ty A Aan of leat canl 4: - fH. 
preserve the right of - aly’ ‘othier-nattond-ty-tree comicroial mecess. vo. . 
wealialey a a re ae a aia : 
one Chee: MaALKet « ieee, Britain exgerLy endorsed this policy, whieh 
after all EP my not, willing as--yet-to challenge 
had- -originated in Hondon, and the Japanese, Sa A Ee a ne 
‘ tee the effect. 


i 
J 


an 
Hain aw 
t 


: “on ‘Dowager Empress haa gone into retirements the young Emperor Kwangsu 


-~ The oe were appealing on paper and meaningless, in practice. The 


‘ a5 oe 
*. @ fas ® ’ 
el ath 


Hay's open-door policy was not to prevent the great BOWere from obtaining 


concessions, but to Bx insist that inhabit all nations must-— 


shaiibongexthexEumopmonnxnoms moatern nations and sien fourtulg:f -winauzZ 
; a partitioned China, ‘would pave on-xk Japanese aspirations, also tended 
to go along with Hay,"s policy whe Germans, while drawing Stose to NAS 


ubd thavess alarming the British, kept Russia on -tenterhooks by. sonabebied 


a simultaneous eee vereon with phe British, In the case of the open-donr 
: AF se, ; 
notes, Ge muaae agreed in-prinoiple se enough. only Russia refused: ‘bo 
pegin sl tea CPE declared himself . < 
co take REELS s Hay wan satisfied -- "but he was satisfies pecause the United 


drat. 


States, having put forward a policy, could not possibly hope to- enforce ite : 
ae ‘ 
“he open door was accepted in- .Pineiple ery ak thereupon, Waotebed ia 


fs web! 


oe ' 
Qh ‘ . ga 


action by all nations. - cep a =e eal 


- 


Yi ae Se ho 
} ce 
inxhimxacnkn Wetase ee confusion among $ne _lapergadiss powers, 


—~ fe 


eee -was also the confusion within the Chinese. government itself. The ' 


bavi i 


attoupted to modernize China sea ene: disaster of the War with Japany’ 

and at— the Banat time to are prevent the imperialist powers from mnammiinx 
parbatsonine his empire, by leasing ports to them on their demand , accepting 
some foreign capital, and onee whatever en ee nuecaues to 
pmstemimkims appeuse the greedy Eakne westerners. The rosult wasm_oof Ass 
attempt to Pay. off the great pee es arouse ‘the rnd eenabson of the 


Man, wat By ance oe UD ay aa a 


Chinese. over thhchemnbaningnsciaags- inerensjng advances of the foreigners. 
”% bs . et BAAD tet iv” 
iq ’ 


preg t Tate ; 
; 
Dowager-Empress, seoing the Manchu ayeaney. threatened Remm by revolt from 


within and seer esate from without, ‘Saint gontserenaniicinnmaghixanpsos 


Vs c 


seized the emperor | ‘in-k898, proclaimed herself regent, executed the 


liberals, and by decree announced that no further railway projects would be 


3 @ } 


granted the foreigners. 


But the government was kbkbemkmen obviously” spotteringe. 


he western powers bitieduiihn 


strengthened their military and 

naval units in the treaty ports and akomgxth throughout the concessiong, 
\ a al v4 

and sat peck to awals developments. Lt-was £o this explosive scene that 


Hoover cane ’ 


supposedly to give Chang "eechnteuk 
advice." He -hurriedly called on his Stanford evontes ‘to form his staff, 
ayrd he began to travel throughout “oe provinces and Chihli and Jehol 
examining mines, and dooking for ual deposits, that-..were sbill-—not 
~peing gorteds Be formed his" opinion of the situation quickly. Within 
tsiomantian gat htnxncenieoprine —a- few 220nths ; ae hed prepared an article 
entitled ‘present Situwtion of the Mining Industry in China" - he ee eea 
the restrictions against foreign capital eee 
pointed out that "no foreigners have yak applied yet under theme" So long 


as the restrictions remained, he ‘fet th t en tae ees aa 


i - foreign money would not be forthcoming, and. lack of 
funds: -in’ ‘the Chinese treasury prevented proper anamEs tove Lo cmeny br the~ 
Chinese thsiuselves. His hope was that Chang Yen-hiao's project in Kaiping, 
which had énlisted mamxfemmignxmtiy his aid as adrtaor, would "go far 
to educate the Chinese who have never been accused of dilatoriness in 


grasping the advantages of improvement when they are actually democstrated 


to be of a profitable character." 


_ > -- ©@ 
j 
of dilatoriness' in grasping the advantages of improvement when they are 


actually demonstrated to be of a profitable character." 
: 


He kept Moreing informed emi CIA MTR EE AT v4 we have a, 


general basis upon which I think we can secure advantageous control if we 
can put it throughe.e.Unless Mr. Moreing can effect some financial 
arrangement whereby we can have absolute control the game is not worth the 


candle," he z declared, mst complaingng about the "squeeze" 


kha practiced in the mines, the corruption of the managers ani the pilfer- 


ing of the miners. cia In London, Moreing prepared for | 
aap COT es Ede 


thin Nacseal eyo -iuecoben: ihe Chinese*aepostinp-the formed The Oriental 


Syndicate, headed by two like-minded operators, W.F. Turner and F.W. Baker, 


if, ; + a 


With seven cimrham clerks acting as.imem dummy incorporators. eer fos 


kept out of the Syndicate, x 


ehk but it was -sobeup~in ‘the Tonk 
_ he had . move fast .kmxbxicenemen 
ies OB ‘ ude 


TM ome kent sEiemin gmx mma - Theredpon, 


: 1 Moreing sailed to China, whore he-arri-ved=in- JarmarF-1000. He consulted with 
the German was imkexm=med impressed ce the oe henest Syndicate and 
‘Hoover and _Detring; meaxunex Gaga t crim R cna area 


A 


a ame ~~ 
seauaedto von: be international in character, since Detring thought that 
then there would be i, ‘| 
xhummmwms greater possibility SMXRE to porsuad he Chinese to accept 

U Cee Uttay ons uf by farten{ (promoters of~ 
foreign capital; ‘we danger, Detridg-peimbea~outs; Fas that &t/onc—nation 


th 1 a/, are frlse ALR PE, 


gained_: Sole Lights t6—fimnk-invest~in- the Kaiping mines , there might ‘be 
{ ub Yt h knees! of tle ne, ak Ja} anee 
Mure’ Scernebional compt aa tiousé Moreing was ipneeeed by this argument. He 
part! Wyre -wos't{n mourning for his mother and by Chinese custom 


Qj-B0-—a= Chang, ween: chmisctioernmndecRerns tc on sate cme ees 


iNdiscuss business for one hundred days. _ in soe Moreing neces ee 


han eo : va 
returned to England, leaving matters once gain in ‘Hoover! 8 Hanes y ‘and. 
urging him to work closely ‘with Detring. Win In London, as his accuptance 


address : $0. bhoenosteof president of the Institution of Mining 


yeas and Metallurgy, (his election had occurred while he was in China), fimsrar 
ar 
i ’ w 


pies 


2 @ <-  @ 


ee { ch ens! 
jean ee. ee in-Chiree winksh xix amenities xh crx tae cot 


thox Hoover's 
(drawing his facts for the most part from Stosmmks article winkudmbexhah 


yoiimmmexnninkeke which he had’ read in manuscript in Peking) and mishhmgx 


eniainim hazarding his 
own opinion, as a civilized and humane Britisher interested in the welfare 
of oppressed people’, that "The whole idea of reservation .of (Chinese) 


Imperial. ownership and allotment of large areas to concessionaires, with razr 


1 


reservation of pmxnkon a portion of the profits, is the height of folly 


from the standpoint of the Government in the interests of the people, and 
ri 


only opens the avenue for fraud and cummn corruptione 


i * 
For the winter of nid -~1900, Hoover moved to Tientsin with ; 
(tin, a] bs fu wa Aad ot "é 
his wife. He had completed Saeescor adres and exploration eas had’ 


Hoper ted his findings to Chang Yen=Maot nex his xem eae ie 
weicede Astooven criticized 


emphasized two aspects of xhx wavine at Kaiping: shamfirsiyxaxmmitinihsmxns 


still. obtaining A urged the use of 
the backward methods mum at the mines’ and xamainonexpimaxior new machinery , 
nds . Bax and Detring owe hr fr g fie 
more modern processes -— xnixnkiont which Chang nies mumdxinontcth a edematkiner 


per i aidahansk iaiTh: ascites aa to tgs aa te since the Chinese Egnineering 
RIM MIM F ms 2 jenininh chembndmtinempacyss JIonymonnmyn MC 
amounts of monsy %o modernize the Kaiying 
Z nove oom 


nes & ALCS pH eX B z bepmatiox 
— and Hoover also condemned the graft, the "“squeeze} aninkhemimemiitinek 
Reodhath xe : 


8 
Ciara 


the feudal hangovers, and the inefficiency of labor, which mmmuceahijpxon 
he, as well as Chang and Depring, realized : 
were reoily the result of antiquated mmkhmismafi minging meee 


; So far as the exploration went, Hoover had discovered no ioe fields Of more 


valuable enough to distract the company aa working its present anon 
whe bes 
ae woe ’ os , - = ie 
Bh Peni AN fe poaes a 


ihexthimedx Hoover-and Hits” wife lived in ents, and 


holdings e 


aera et 


Hoové? V: VisitedPeking-at- times. Throughout ~the wink winter, it was 
> ee -{ 


became anole av that the internal explosion in_China was imminent. 
t 


‘ 


ah 


' Legation 


‘  =9- alee 

: i @ =a “* Wt Zz A & Pad 

; So i maps 7 : 7 int 

Instances of jettacks =F HTiereascd Pad Sa at the Peking 


( legations were strengthened and were-onethe alerts ge can eed Two 


years of bad crops had deepened the resentment of the Chinese people against 


‘the arrogant foreigners who lived in rains rae treated them like slaves; 
tv DS Tr wae r 
the governnent was arbitrary and weak, defaing: be yielding ‘tow the 


tw 


foreigners at—the-sumtomiine « Drought and a Blood of the Yellow River ine 


cas mr, 

‘(ereased the suffering, mantioularly in northern China. And while the ; 
op. STEN AS aly ; 

Dowager Empress behaved . Gonodetiy: An her aunface relationsy with the 

imperialists, she did Pe discourage the increasing eeueatence of the 


ny ~ 


population. In fact,. an a secret decree isszed in November 1899, thes 
‘oe 7 


Enprees—infontred pl ere those close to her in the ruling caste | 
that "The various powers cast upon us looks of tiger-like voracity, : 
hustling each other in their endeavors to be the first to seize upon our 
innermost territories...if hardly pressed upon, we have no alternative but 
to rely upon the justice of dour cause, the knowledge which in our breasts . 
strengthens our #esolves and mmxm steels us to present a united front 
against our aggressors." 

But the foreigners, in their arrogance sontined to press 
restrictive measures on the Chinese government. They succeeded in forcing 
an imperial 


‘Bxxmxam order prohibiting violence against the mgx interloperse But the 


sporadic abtacks on missionaries Had continued, aaa ate too severely 
obereeni® oF By Y us 


discouraged by Pekinge-Ax~a secret pe een society, ee young PaeneOns 
seer = 


Sane oe 

and hot-heads, calling thenselves_ I-Ho Pa er es The = 
fate ts Bir, meet te oe os TT OR Rhee TE er, 

ae ad and Harmonious B Me £ gatborad 

Pa 


rooms and ee death to tne Egcetingreg Si Remoting era 


Rie ea 
highs -prtieintina Eck aeons guaggah Fe foreigners cal 164 piel "Boxers" 
because they mistrahslated the word "Band" as "Fists! | tim shoe 
ac a The atmosphere a Snim north China 


Be Ldi Ale B09 grew’ daily more tense. The-ombbnecketrafhrevstabloy “fhe excuse 
subd aan aa aah ot » 


for tho armed upsising ammxg 2 falnstatiestoroke~oss came when a, Geman én 
#' = 


fired on xmgam kn regular government troops 0 peuceful-"/ 


yawn’ ae 


‘ ; = 


¥ 
FS i qi he, : - - - ° , 
pes hed oe & 
poroke ia. the strepts of Peking. The popular uprising flared in full : x 


fury, anarchisti¢ in its organization and leadership. The German minister” 


to China, von Ketterler,was killed by a mobs tmx Zine the white 
e, Bess thet 3 Vata — 
po of zxkx Peking huddled mo wel hee ‘ besieged, “out off from 
Vatu 
the outside worlde | a ; 
pad! Parc ie - 
The - vevott ars spontaneous and bagey organizede. Tye imperial 


_ troops, waHe ordered to protect the Nyhite devils - bai fot—suxprisingly ° 
went over to the Boxers without too much protest from the ‘Rmkh Empresse | 
The rebels seized the port of Taku, and marched on Tientsin,, wirere-Hxx 
the he Hoovers-Lived, and whsve votir Detring ond Gnaanga Chang Yen-Mao were 
at—ehe time. Thexk plight of the four thposant foreigners in Tientsin 


Pest) 


The nations responded by organizing a joint cages DOT een te-relireve 


was dangerous in the sakms extreme « on 


- 


Dientsiw-ame Peking and 4d ko~smawh_the-vevolt. Snmmibezrkingn pariah 


oinmen The participants kerchiid veseuc-fowee were mostly Russion,. 
PY STO Roe i 


Japanese y, ~Brigisil, pentane emer with some Belgiays Toaliang, Duthh, and 


a fee cormanfy The German forces played little part in the military aint 
A Gy uae oth rat, Mo 
siixhkeomcAamis campaign, since thowdan~Getmmaret ‘oTnocs.-onriged taoea 


ae a 


sae hostilities had ceased; seinen Kaiser William, oe 
hy expressed the attitude of the allied expedition ecard when fe ghana 
troops (offetextiinae "yet all who fall’ into your hands pe at your MOLCYay” 
Gne-Haisem=tinnderOos "Just as the Huns of a thousand years ago, under the 
leadership of Attila, gained a reputation by erties of which they still 
haxm live in historical tradition, so may the name of Germany become 


known in such a manner in Chinaess" ; 
Bete bt ne". 
The Pe ea to save China. for civilization yas slionteLined=* nd, 
. sip oddset ME I aye”  Uve as a = 
“utterly suc ce ssful. cnetn ibe ie miipotmntme se anponte Lakieboe—Uine Chinese 
Pure 
wore naobeey the muasumhkhemmfmks civilian and military casualties 
Aish dor gle NEU As an | 
among the foreigners were far less tan axcpoedkrs mmiktine ng ie pimedenstioned 


Yas 


j 5 | pa oh Aig Ge. 
| (ple Oe ee 
i Pe ee . * ” 2 


~cmiinfintesimal compared A Chinese lossese pe yee yee, sone 
witbesste ye smashed into Peking snd_tharenpgn ‘raped, ‘Looked, ae he 


rere eee to-horrify_the sc squeamish _ and_to_ eas _the Yarbarian— 


Chinose-a-WeTi=nested-lesson. the” bexris of. pence were harsh: an indemity 


‘of &325, 008 ,000 Pe ace on the bankrupt ime rial treasury, to be 


oe oe roF oe ae eas a \y- 
raised py’ tho—cévorosthekevhes-on-the peasant#y’ (the United States sae ened 
later & 


subsequent qualms of conscience, and/returned she ice portion of the 
pare! in,the form of a grant to education)e The Bs leaders of the 


_-Boxers were @éxecuted, the imperial government was iran shi sak ae 
: te ov cae a 
humiliated, and peace was restored. The partition of China, which seemed ye 
a wer Fa, ‘ a 
jinevitablg, was Porestalled by kaa agreenents anong the powers, eae 


the_interventtom-should not~be-used as on. excuse. for _dismemberm nte The 


Ae “- 


Russians paid little attention to this ody ean and continued to" 


“entrench ikerhtminxkienipashx 4 thdicce les in Manchuria and to- ‘press against 


: ra a a 4 ae 
the ‘borders of north China. 24 t ta a ae whe co Ie 


nt 
Hy ice, he pe 
a aa ra wee 


uf 
In the hard skee days asp! eee US. avidor~siege-and the 
plight-of-the-fore} ga co: munity was desperate, Hoover and his wife 
fs thee 
shared tle danger fron the occassional shells Sointlidscie sxex into: the 


a mini 
““gection of the city hela by the—Huropeans. But Hoover had other things 
on his mind. The chance for which he had peen waiting and for w Lich — 


“opeing had ummact insisted that hie-Reasro—tasbraliafor | China, had finally 
ae Cc 


ew w we Ae : edne "eo" 


arrivede Detring and he wens inbo-achutdle. ‘Chang tees had beer placed 


under Probeeusy° arrest; as hysteria mounted, auring-che—tenso-daytyy + . 

ie x 

he -was ordered executed by amahiak the hyskenmteal provost marshal}. : and 
> 


was only saved when Detring and nj son-in-law, Const ahs von Hannepican 


glonel Wozack of the uses Army, 


s' a gg 


managed-to prsudad ‘Hasniinx a fri¢gnd, 
to force the provost marshaly oe ytraoure Hoover, who eaned Chang . alive ; 
sme aes in despair when he first heard of the danger to his euployers 

He conesnedtiton Detring: constantly; “ina etming put pressure on 

Change He~poihted-cub fit that the foreigners were scrambling for new &: 


6 


EF “4 ~1 200 
loot in ‘China, that the imperial coven anene eaune not possibly prevent « 
these. depradations, and that the ‘Russiansi were Poe ia eine 
minese It was no longer a question of preserving the mines from the 3 
foreigners, but of ao ae Pare ee ees. momhgy would 
is more likely to Bowen Chinese interests once an arrangement had peen 


made to hand over the property. Chang could choosé between complete 


4, 


snphateminh are expropriation and some sort of "a deal dadioh. “xowld protect 
the interests of the Chinese stockholders. 
| Chang was in’no position to bargain. -He-was~under=crzests shn 
broons-wore amtonstedly-ow Chel r—way_to_seize—the port—of—Ching WanLagy 
9nd -ho-new-Gittiivie_Russians—were~onty—too-anmious—to-move-in. Detring 
had been his fimnnh friend ,and—he -had,..the interests of China-atehturte 
The British were more likely to make a deal thmmummusmm favorable to the 
Chinese than thé Russians or Germanse So tne desperate Chang gave 
st Datring his power of attorney the day after his axmmnkiy arrest wheici> 
overtpec on June 2B, 19003; Detring was mmm granted the right to handle 
the property of the Chinese Emyimzeximn,Mining and Engineering Company 
as he saw fit in the ‘interest of the shareholderse 
Rae Hoover was elated. He had now only to deal with Detrings 
He promised Detring almost anything if he would turn over the mines to 
him in trust for Moreinge He would see to it that Detring we and Chang am 


would not suffer from the deals he would comply with any restrictions 


Sennen es § young ‘and inexperienced lawyer, ds Be siaine’ shim ee was 


f 
ar a OT 
teaching at Tientsin mse University, drew up 2 memihseciinham memorandume 


a ot 


i (por Chang, Detring authorized the transfer to Hoover as agent for Moreing, 
pene 


“0 ‘ 


~*~ 
yee 


a? 


"ea 


“all the lands, houses, buildings, Goods, and chattels, rights, interests, 


ana jranchaies now belong to, vested in, held or enjoyed by the said 
Chinese ‘Engineering and Mining Compedigee tn’ return, Boore agreed to form 
"with the help of said Charles Algernon Moreine, limited liability 
company in England, with a eens vernon capital of “BIrOC, sing 609 in shares 
valued at Bl each3 Moreing was to raise &100,000 before February 28, 1901 
oe capitals the new company was to pay the Chinese stockholders 
of Chasis oxmer company 375, 000 shares at a par value of El mazhgx each, 
and these hana stloula carry voting rights; and Moreing should signify 
his acceptance or rejection of the agreement between Hoover and Detring 
within ninety days of the signing on July 50,1900. . 

Senmkmk Years «afterwards, Detring claimed that in return for the 
agreement, Hoover offered him a share in the profits which he neither — 
accepted nor refusede It was proposed that 50,000 shares should be given 
to Detring for himself and Chang, but again no firm understanding was 
reached on this matter. Ana Detring also testified, at the subsequent 

vj _ sale of the 
trial when involved tho-dobatis:5i> the igre Sone tara Chinese Engineering 
Mind Mining Company that Hoover attempted 60 Sop Detring to specify in 
the “nercenaat that Hinmunmanian-omerof— bes coneHtLomeof Sa TS wabetho~ 
Hoover a3 a tmiceee in the new company, but Detring refuse 
preferre) ae instwade 
With the Lonmeagekbed agreement ig his pocket, Hoover wired 

the good news to Moreing and left China for Eondon ae delay. He nad 
succeeded in landing the plum 2mxmwnt after a year of waiting. He had 
undergone the hardships nnd dangers of the Tientsin revolt to get it; he 
had bargained Sineamiig wisely, and he had more 0d when Fos a avanads were 
favorable. The reward was successe | 

During the nace of ee Hoover had soniitan mtn gu 
sms ai eae ¢ ata Ho, — “an tnd, dbfense. No gone ny peference 


is “found in all the vat red. ese Vs ine sie participation 


_ the Hoovers and to other who lived in exposed eet 


a 


7 } . : . 7 
0 ~l4— -— 
» & thsi Laewtieny | “e @ Hoover's 
in the volunteer, corps manming the city's barricades. Hix friends and 


t 
* @ eae 


‘his campaign biographers Jetson later hailed Hoover as ks o modest horoy!” 


ENE we —, Ty pete 4 an re 


Will Lewin in his pioarapliy, published #imak i. 1928 } dectagod “Hoovér and. his 


binteinty 2 


staff were the only engineers in town; and to yim and we assistants fell 
his immediate and pressing task of throwing “up parricudese.s.eeUnder the 
general direction of the military officers, and with the home guard and 
Chines Christian who had taken refuge in the city as Working forces, Hoover 
plugg d-the ends of the side streets. Needing material, he broke into the 
warehousesSe There he found a treasure of sugar and rice in sacks, sixim 
and of these substances he built his berridades.e..iimx Also, he must look 
ae water supply... Hoover and his assistangs would creep out ‘by night 
with sentries to guard against surprise, fire the boilers, start the engine, 
and run the pumps for an hour. The noise always awoke firing from across 

the river; pullets, would rattle off from the wallse...Hdward B. Drew, Amer~ 
ican commissioner of the Chinese customs, occupied a stour housey stoutly 
walled, and within the inner circle of defense. He offered hospitality to 


In The Truth About Houmesytiamiericiz Hoover Hoover i pmnsance arte ot 
eS ook and? ‘in consultation with Hoover, Herbert Gomes Corey muciner 
wrote: "Herbert tisaver and the engineers of his staff braved G&himmmn the 
fire of Chinese snipers once a night to run the Soveineeqm rain gare little 
pumping plant fntil enough of the polluted rive water for the day's. needs 
had been semumimmgmumt secured..eand Mrs. Hoover acted as nurse in the 


impromptu. hospital." Corey quotes Tong Sak Shao-yi, mnxbka one of the 


‘Empress' ministers, giving credit to Hoover for feeding Chinese refugees: 


"Tt was Mr. Hoover and Dr.Tenney...swho for twenty days, absolutely 


fearless in their humane mission, supplied the refugees at both places 


with food and water andprobably saved their lives." 
ligrine fmx 


\ 
On the other hand, General Smedley D. Butler of the UeS. xany 


GOrDSss eg Hoover in a different light. thenmaniiemimnimix As a lieutendni’ 


- 


pot 


ae 


pe ae China to accomplish one thing, of i tee importance to his sy future, / 


* “anidetacbigas to 2S Chong Honslize-bockakdworor the Kaiping mines te 


7 o  @ 015¢e | e 


in tie relief detachment that lifted the siege of Tientsin, Butler 


recalled: "When we got to Tientsin we found all the able-bodied men on the © 
wall protecting the foreign sections Where were the SHea and Ghildren? 
We were told they were in a cellar. When I Suisred I found one man 
cowering among the frightened women and crying children. I kicked higaw- 
- and him into the street. I did not lmow his hame, no® did 1 care who that 


coward wase Someone said later that man was an sugtnacs named Hoover." 


Certainly, we Hoover did not play a prominent part in the defense 
of Teintsine He~i-s~mentonedsin-none-of the-eye=witness_on historical 
reports;~tn-norin-ony-of—the~conberporary Mews Sbonags « Only many years 
.lster, when he hd ponte ee hae nas prominence, were there xumuxiimbk 
any recotlections: of his’ i: on Tientsin. It seems smxitum logical to 
“deduct that. Hoover did wae he hdd to d& in Tientsins; that as a Quaker myc 


he disliked wars that zoxas? in his contempt for the Chinese, he cared 
referred to 
nothing for ohne SRS issugs Snvolved -- he later muamximinoaf the. PORO 


movement as Hone of thdse unaiveguntable emotional upheavals that sweep 


ee | 
py tet: 


TT 
the Orient from time to bimes") Phe Hoxemxesheithionyxusma siege of Yientsin, 


Sodnouan, was snaedtapoptatttlty a nuisnnce and an opportunity; he. was 
; Lyte ne 
bm 


Moreing. atogver fies -intont hd. hob we dats diverted Senos main purposes 
the sinomatiizonin Boxer uprising placed bukihnxf Chang under almost 


ivtesistable pressure anixbimxiiien and Hoover was quick enough to 
P pW oe "fos 
‘utindelistwiathetioodtmnltoat. 115—concem_througuaut, the entiixe_sioge of 


205 Lenbsin_mas-to-persuadeDetring-to-persuade” Chang to Fe reach an agreement 
with Hooner. Honsuageede’. ao ‘he. ‘nude Bo cooperate in the defense, nae 
i ee aia so. Thmraxrmmxnemesmnanxe 

Ho proof ,-~ did't 4s out of character -- that he should. suddenly be 

op 


yy: he ges af se Atal ot ie 
/ ca 
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/, BS 


we t nr - = é 5 * % 
@ 16") ca tet? Qe” 
=: ee 1 i . ; ' ¥ ; 
paralyzed by physical fear; nor-isit—Eiielg, with so much on his mind, 


thet he folt--cal.od-—uponetoado more than his share toward the defense of 


| the settlement. 
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§ Deo, -B99-~Moveing—to_China - an ATS 
@. ..Jab_50,,1900.Hoov ee vo-Moneing Li gest eggs 
Yat Deo L895 "— Orient y d_incorp-———L-98—=— 
ae, ems 


lay pisoy - Agreement etw Or Synd & Chinese, /Eng and iin Co of London 


he peaee 1900-~-Alpxoingrsports—to~ inst of “ainag” aes aL Tir 


Ly _29, 1900 nh es Detri W ttorney L.82 
/ sate 360? 1900 = onan eat between Age oer" aha Setting executred in Aug 1900 


Now -Dec 1900 - Agreement of July-25 + altered by Moreing and D tring L 86 


Jan 1901_- Hoover returns to lgminun China 
ty Beb 1950 1901 » Transfer and” memorandum between Hoover, DeWouters, Chang and 


etringe 
Nay 2s 1901 - Agreément betw Oriental Sym & Chinese Co May25-Board meeting 
July 76, 1901 General meeting of Chinese Co - speeveh py Yowméne V.F. 


a Turner, thakrman (See Liggett p 75) 
Sept. 1901- Hoove and e Wouters left for Ing:iand 


\_ Mazen-22—T90T-=Hoover-retteron™ taking—possession by force. 


i 


June 19, 1902 ~ Paper b Hoover before M&M inst on Kaiping Mines 
July 25, 1902 - Detring protests fo White Cooper 


Aug 20, 1902 - ArtiéRe in No China Herald (Anon) 
Aug i. 1902 - White Cooper responds 


Gok 29, 1902 - Protest mmetitng of shareholders 


moe 78: 1808 “eseis 975 p Bnl eS shareholders Tientsin 
‘\Dec 3, 1902 = Proclamation -Protest in North China Herald 


Nov 1, 1904 ~ Hoover's affidavit on suit 


CHAPTER Tir 
ee Stanford University “= Jane 1g91 - Getober, 1895 
Le ue Bs a td | hate - 5 ie, | Sars) < 
On the opening is of the REE nesene Stanford Junior University, 


Herbert Hoover joined the other 464 students, of Whom #mfimw 350 were 


Sreshmon like himself, to listen to the speeches that-wa-would formally 
a be 


tamnrhe reuneh ‘Rev amimante-untversity. The-president, Dre David Starr. 
ee rela an tunbrpella over the head of the founder, Senator Stanford, 
$o protect him from the unseasonable Yetser heaty ¢. JA.) : r, 
when: he- can- forwand_on_the platfom.to-déliver-ble—pohderous. ovations” 
The. Senktor sated on God to Brees his grea at venture in philanthropy, 


and as befitted a HADBAO LOE. and ‘stesman, product of the era of » ,,,, 


3) we! oe 


industrialization and expansion, the Senator sat.groat: store-on the 


ae Be Se ts 


praguich Like Bone “Amerteans in high places during the Gilded Age, 
the foundér was keenly aware of the nation's Mamigemh Manifest Vestiny; 


iInkmmmAmAainn along with most other of his 


and ae recognized, 
ae ae sneered the xm responsibility (4n the words of a younger” 
prophet) to plant "American law, American order, American civi lization, 
and tle American flage..on shores hitherto bloody and benighted, but 


by those agencies of God, henceforth to be made peautiful and bright." 


By October 1891, "freedom had 


beceme jaune a at the Senator's college, the young men and 
women oe es West werg~to be taught how to be freee 

‘On all sides of the Somme x Low, - miesionasbyie | buildings of. 
tan sandstone topped by red tiles, stretéhed the wheat fields of. 
the Senator's asus farm. Here, and there, ‘landscape architects had 
eee palms and eucalypts thet one day-would: -providse a stately 
setting: for the_neatarcadese The platfora ace ies bull? in the center 


of the hollow square formed by the iaines ona Senne the Memorial | 
Chapel with. it glittering Bacade of imported mosaic. The lawns and formal 


oe = e 


gardens must await the deparyure, of the construction gangs» In the 


distance, aw a backdrop to—the yusarangle of buildings, maigancedanizionst 
blusters of oak( tress, looking like dark green mushrooms, dotted the 
rolling yellow-brown hills of the Coast Range. Here on the vast os 
Stanford acres, Herbert Hoover heard the solemn words that opened 
a new life ara ctor felt a glow of self-importance and satisfaction 
when Dr. Jordan, proudly (and with full emromtosee of the risks ahead for 
an institution dependent on the aouseostey of two aging founders), 
emphasized that "Our university has no history to fall back upon} no_ 
memories of great teachers to haunt its corridors; in none of its rooms 
appear traces which show where a great man has lived or worked. No 
tender associations cling, ivy-like, to its fresh new walls. It is 
hallowed by no traditions. It is hampered by none. Traditions and 
associations it is ours to makes. eStrong men make universities strong #9 
The aim was to prepare young people for "“pergonal success and direct 
usefulness" in a wrld devoted to finance, trade, and commerce.e: 
| aaa 

In the three months petween his arrival at Palo Alto and the 
formal inauguration of the university, yours-Herhebt Hoover had solved 
his two most pressing problems: he had caught up eufft otent) an his 


studies through coaching and special lessons to squeeze by the 


‘entrance requirements; and he had found ways to earn his living while 


at college. He had gone directly from the railroad station at Menlo 


Park to Adelante Hall, a preparatory s¢001 for girls, where during ~ 


the swnmer vacation he was given a room in return for taking care of 


the cow and horse, and ing by doing odd jobs he had paid for the 
necessary coaching and board. He had crammed assiduously for the — 
examinations. Mathematics came easily$ re haa a smattering of American 
history ffom his year of reading in Newberg and the sporadic schooling 


at the Pacific Academy; he had picked up sufficient imfmmmat information 


to answer the routing questions in literature. But he failed the test in 


written English, and Dr. Jordah was firmly resolved that all students, 
regardless of the courses they chose at college, should be able to 

write p "plain English." Those who met the entrance requirements were 
"excused from any further work in the art of writing....all students who 
need such’ study in the andverstty ase simply insufficiently prepared | 
for college worke"23 Hoover was insufficiently prepared. He was 

admitted to Stanford on df condition that he would clear up this inade~ 
quacy during his college years. 


There was nothing strange about Hoover's inability to write 


yAe yal” 


good: English; what was significant, wholly aside from his ignorance of 


grammar and sentence structure, was the tongue-tied, faltering, x uneasy 


aes g fa. bee Chu: al (hepa eee Ooh oe 


‘quaLity“ofhis-speech;~—ané—therefore.of his-writing. He feceeealue. 


brie them at 


leans of the frontier where he had spent his life; no memory of the 


simple Quaker forms he had heard in West Branch ed Newberg, no! :: 
Lamibingnfor trace of the Bible remained, though he had read and recited 


Higedy 


its er dadences waroueery his childhoode The speech of Americans 
avec! on the frontier with-lttie-more” ee to” read, was 


Roaetin de s = <a SB eres, ahaie 


matey rich in feeling, and’ poetic in espression ne all the lapses in 


Wg ae 


gramiare But Hoover talked and wrote a halting, bare, stumbling Prose, 


He shied away from words as xnmomhmmax though he disliked ani distrusted 
the taste of them. | . - 
In his second task, to find ways of-earning a living, 
Hoover had little difficulty. He had made his way rey several years in 
Oregon -- and not in routine jobs. From the time he was fourteen, 
imtinxra he had assumed authority far beyond the capacity ofhoat boyse 
When he worked for his uncle, Dr. Mintkorn, he had learned to look around 


for opportunities, and at Stanford he drew on his past experience and. 


* 


‘soon had persuaded a San Jose laundry to let him act as its agent on 


the campus. When he was assigned a room in Encina -- "this being No. 385 


- e- ic 


Dr. Jordan recalled in his reningscences Hoover met the professors 


as.they érrived for the first term, axa tor add his bashtel ness inade 
a good RCS rece got. himself severed at a aiid eaigey: | 
as assistant registrar to help take care of arriving students. With 
ee free, Hoover need about $200 to pay all hits expensés for the 
first yeare He had his small nmchumistmenee nest-egg of savings and 
inheritance to fall back on; and he was able to find jobs that did not 
take too much time from his ayaa to defray most a his , SXPENSES~ 
Hoover_fomed-an-attachment~to bento "tnt, replaced -his 

-Longing=fir a, home , ana. & family, a_placein-the-world. ie ined shove 
all the independence, the escape from Quaker restrictions am formalisns, 
the feeling that he was finally preparing himself for a life that would 
remove him forever from goxarhy the poverty, the pettiness, the fu | 
fmuaknxhtounymiinemkmah frustrations of his early yoars. At Stanford,he 
found security. His allegiance was all the atronses because he belonged 
to the Ploneor Glass. And so ete was iobema. fox ideal for a 
practical fee like Hisovers The older eastern colleges, particularly 
Harvard and Yale, enrolled the sons of gentlemen and produced a new 
generation of gentlemen who valued cultures; but Stanfora recruited 
its student body from the sons of pioneers, farmers, and middle-class 
merchants who considered culture a luxury. The university trained 
undergraduates to be go-getters -~- the technicians, engineers, promoters, 
and leg-men of monopoly capitalism, impatient of "pure knowledge" since 
it was not immediately useful in earning a Living. 

| «Dre Jordan, scientist, pacifist, and energetic mymeh 
mystic, Rakim Pee Me oe eee 2 cosaes: education. 
He considered himself a ee hmam he was grateful to the erude and 
often didactic founder se its “chance to build xa a great educational 


institution where Hardon tak theory, into ‘practice ~— mommbrw sonewhat 


tempered by concessions to the Senator ani his energetic wife. "the keynote 


* 


te is 


a , . a5 


‘ef American sees is efficiency," pr. Jordan told the student body, 


and Herbert Hoover was profoundly impressed and reassured. "There will 


be no recognition of superiority on the part of the student of the 


ancient classics over the student in the technical school, un Dr. Jordan 


ee aera itor ere graduates 
to make a mark in the world of: competition. He-manmx-— ruled _ that: <+ 
no applicant for a degree would be forced to devote time to studies of vf 
merely ic ee epee the individual was granted full discretion to 
decige-for' h ‘himself the moset hte benefits from lectures on history, 
literature, philosophy, the languages, the arts, the social scliencess;= 
and each Ceenaree was free to ignore subjects he considered of 
marginal utility. { Ape TF 

This suited Hoovers For his first half year he took algebra, 
mechanical engineering, linear and free-hand drawing, and mechanical 
shop works He aia not want to clutter, his mind with extraneous ideas 


if 


that did nee have direct veSning. on his maaan career, -—-which! He 


‘ 4 


had- Agbiadawouta ‘be-in mining The’ nnbvonatey ‘aia not give a degree 


in mining sactneerine: eaten Dre John G. Branner erraen? with a 
fe aon 
well-established reputation in geology, Hoover joined his course, and. 
whe 
decided that he could gmhxaxekant substitute the related courses for - 


anemiiitemsinenm G6 more concehbrated work in his specific field. 


Br. Branner took a liking to the serious undergraduate. He was an 


outspoken man, noisy, smyjmyiimamfathx enjoying a good laugh. He had 
fmmmamiyx formerly been professor of Geology at Indiana University when 


Joraanhad been xnzhxumivemx president, and previous to that he had 


“attended Gornell with Jordan (the greatest number of Stanford professors 


waste 


had been receuited from Cornell). He had served maxtixfix as head of the 
U.S. Geological Survey for th state of Arkansas, and he was reputed 
one of the leading geologists in the country. He had an informal manner, 


enthusiasm, and mmgmx prided himself on being a witty and sought after 


, @ ui 6 @ 
eee story-teljer., Whether Hoover's earnestness touched hin, 
oP. he was smprorees by the ee Ee to get ahead in the mm@ix world, 


Brenner book, to him, and before. a poneerer had ended, he mat employed 
Hoover sae eee assistant y ahraxnmaiirandanyexntoomanenkaterkn 
khnensixngeidmex and he paid him as well. The "position was not one of 
as responsibilities," Branner recalled twenty years later, "but it 
wasp the kind that plainly shows the stuff ayoung man is made ofece 
When something had to be done, he did it whether he liked it or didn't 
like it....If he made a mhmhaiaan mistake anywhere along the line, he 
recognized it, acknowledged it, and said it wouldn't happen mepohmain 
again, and it never did." | 

The first college year passed uneventfully ere worked xk 
hard, at times handicapped by lack miixmam of acai aes His spare tine 
was taken up with various jobs to earn a living. He joined Dre Branner 8 
Geology Glub and gave a paper discussing neighborhood examples of 
basaltic columns. Dr. Branner was so impressed by ean that he 
employed Hoover during the summer vacation as an assistant on the 
Arkansas Geological Survey. Hoover made $65 a month, most of which he 


- { 
was able to Saves 


ee 


The university _ survived one whole teaching year, which 
' surprised ee evexson? including the faculty and the student bodys 
Hoover—hsd “Learned. that the university where Senator Stanford inamrd 
hoped "the children of California will be my children," was sonst ered 8 
by most conmemtators as the folly of an exhibitionistic and expansive 
robber baron. Simm The founder's partner, Collis P. Huntington, called 
the Senator a "damned o1d fool," and considered the lavish endowment 
only another instance of Stanford's life-long passion to "paint himself 
red and climb a pole.'® Huntington irritably dismissed the university as 


"Stanford's circus," a judgment echoed by many who predicted timaxhkm that 


bre i 
2 fh 
During his sophonore year, Hoover moved out of Encina Hall 


where most of khrm the male undergraduates Lived, into Romero Hall, a 
cooperative. He had lost his job as janitor sixBmexna when the founders 
paid a surprise visit to xa Encina and discovered that student janitors 


failed to keep the rooms even reasonably clean. Hoover compensated for 


Art ede aly . 
this ce by managing a recently formed eating club; Igo received 
His 
no salary but was given board and lodging for his efforts. ¥re second 


ist. i ee 


Ye 


" year at Stanford was quite routine. H¢ovs~ went on a trip to collect 


fossil specinons, and with seven othe t classmates designed and. built, 
under Dre Brannert s ciEeCulen ? peiree’ map of Arkansas to be exhibited 
at the Chicaro World Fair; the map was not corrypleted in tine for the 
exhibition's opening, but in the end was shipped off tardily to Chicago. 
Once again, during the summer vacation, Hoover worked for Branner's 
survey at $2 a day and expenses. ‘ 

"He had completed half his course at Stanford. He hid not yet 
succeeded in revroving the condition in English; and ho had neither the 
tine nor the interest to take purt in organized abtletics. Besides, 
he was smali for nis age and not too ovat’. He had, however, made 
satisfactory ay ae those studies which interested him -- geolory 
and SpeLacene eee He had sor nee sone friendsk=75$ oward the end of his 
sophomore year, student ciate 4 pecane a Gentral concern on the carpus, 

aA fees 
wd Hoover found himself associated with the eee 
undergraduate politicians. By the beginning of his junior year a fight 
for control of student boty offices had intensified between the menbors 


of the fraternities who had taken control of the athletic teams, und 


the "barbarians" outside the fraternity sybtene Hoover was sufficiently 


eye 


popular -=- and he had "an sell a reputation for reliability and 


‘effi ciency -- to get ‘himself elected class treasurer in January 18946 


uoter he xnmmummmd entered the contest for business ranager of the 


eT 


a 


student newspaper, The Daily falo Alto, and lost. When the showdown 


ow Loum 


struggle cause for control of student affairs, and particularly of the 
‘ oo! ta tirak, at 
athletic beans, “oover Was moro considered Dy the Len orpowo Bam the 


go-called "barbs" to be a vote-cetter among those students ho did not 


roor in Encina Hall. For the ::ost part, these poorer men underrraduates 
had noved-into "The Camp", a group of three rough whitewashed shacks 
originally used to house construction wankarng workers (the fourth 


building vemained 0 xashanrrs quick-order restaurant), and after the 


i AS Saas 


-workers moved out, occupied by those boys moniningazhx ecto for shzp cheap 


lodgings «. Because 4oover was working his Way through collese, tho 
ete! daca the "barbs" felt that his nane on they ticket would 
help their chancese Accordingly, with Mester Hinsdale running for the 
presidency of the Associated Students and Herbert Hicks for yianager of 
the football toan, Yerbert Hoover was nominated for student-body 
treasurer. The newly arartegl constitution provided that the treasurer 
would receive $400 a year for his services -- an mmikmonumacikmt — 
astronomical amount for Hoovers The xiuienknx najority of the students, 
however, objected to this PrOLS ay TORD ARGS and after the campaign was 
te entre ba that Athy 


well under way, the "Three H" tickeh decided their chozzas would-he 


Pen ad Hoover publicly pledged hinself to accept no galary and 


offerfiihis services whkomh without ecipensations 


The curpaign for office ywmotoicbkwas_hobis--convested, 
ont—towarn therrmd gre weet ala acrinonius e The student magazine 


Lf 


commented cPtomethe,olecbio33 WeRencr =yr thet thorethettcos "of sprending 


untrue reports. concerning sone of the candidates are absolutely without 


{ 
justification..eIf solicitationsfor votes are nade lot the nerits of 


4 


the candidate sup orted be urced, not the defects of an opponent. At all 


x“ 
events, let the truth of statements be a co: pie ante even if tirades 


, Li) 
are to be made against an opposition candidate." 


: Hoover proved a dorged and at tines ruthless G.. phipnere 


¢:! 


Als 


. ee @ | 
| 


Str X 
tidies were forgotten while the candidates electionesred; Dr. Yordan 


nildly comientied that he seened to be president of a "junior Tammany 
Hall" rather oem 2 university. The first balloting failed to give 


a majority to any ticket; in the run-off, the "Three H" candidates 


won sriall leads, with Hoover receiving the least impressive majority 
of 88 votes out of the 652 sone 
eget 

But 5 had won,along with Hinsdale and Hickse He was now a 
campus figure of inportances He expanded with tintowrecognition. He 
participated in nore of the undergraduate activities. He was chosen 
@ee. chairman of a cormittee of two to investigate the laundry situation 
in the spring of 1894, a problem that greatly concerned “PBs Stanforde 
Hoover 's report oprosed the existing cooperutive as ifvefficient, and 
favored instead the submission of sealed bids by comercial laundries 
off the campus s Whether xxx his own job as agent for an outside 
laundry affected his decision was not discussed. ao 
The vacation between his junior and senior yeur was spent 
eee: Geological Survey headed by Waldenar ianaeress Dr. Branner 


had decided to visit Europe; but ho made sure that his protege had a 


summer job. Hoover had acburmky not planned to work during his last 


vacation, and had joined four college friends on 3 kmkpxns ca: ping 

tripe The party had hired a pair of horses and a wagon, loaded the 
wagon down with blankets, food, and equipment, and had set off 

across the Sram San Jaoguin Valley and the Sierra foothills for the 
Yosemite Valleye On arriving, Hoover received a telegran offering hint 
a chance to join the Lindgren surveye Neither stages nor railroads 

were running because of 2 strike; but Hoover rolled bacon and coffee 
and a few other necessities into 1 blanket and started off on a ninety... 


wilp hike across the nountains and the hot interior valley to Stocirton 


where he was able to get aboard « river boat and ride the rest of the 


Fee, 00. - ee 


way to the rendezvous with che: expeditions” | 

His last year in college was crammed with activity.e Aside fror 
lets duties as treasurer of the student body, he managed a lecture bureau - 
which brought Willian Jenning Bryan to Stanford ~- before Bryan's 
norination for presi dent by tio Beriocratic Party. The lectures paid 
well and Hoover prospered, | eee student officers, he 
orrunized public football soneeats petwoen the Univenstey of Chicago ana 
Stanford in dau “pancisco and Hos Angeles. This barnstorming ‘was 
excused, even by kha the harrassed Dr. Jordan, because of the financial 
difficulties plaguing the university and threatening 6 shut7z it downe 
Senitor Stanford had died in 18933 the founlor's estate was tied up 


in the courts) Wisse , the U.S. government wos attempting to Tegouee 


ey 


funds advanced to the Central Pocific Rad Veowa: (aa wnacnetbe aoe ee 


hie Sbiwty Kuan Cio values | Ira AA Ae 
Yaa Thad been diverted from the original purposes of the Sea cara 


P. Huntington, not a man to Zorget grudges, was deliberately making thinss 


wore difficult for his former partner's university, cesrying Txsmrhis 
ye ; 1 11 
st-Ssiartamt SEMibor apeinet—theszidax. The "Ehroe I" - 


n 

politicos cecided to save Stanford athletics -- and athletics were 
considered us important as kke studies by the overwhelming rajority of 
the student body. Hinsdale, Hicks, and Hoover used the famed Stanford 
football teem coached by Walter Ca:sp 2S See MRIS to raise funds pine 
vonture wagpemanodaly far riore siuebie eal than they coulé have expected; 


the football tean paid off sukoefiket debts inherited from incorpetent 


" x 


predecessors, and allowed the athletic cormission to build a baseball 


diamond and crandstand, anc to complete a running tracke 
. i 


» 


Hoover added to his reputation by rendering an exuct 


accounting of all funds in the student treasury. Eax The troasury 
za, 
was "a solvent body for the first tine since its: birth,” he bonsted. 


The Squoie, student wac.ulas, com ented thit "1t was a pleurant cur,vis 


. ~15« 


"to read icine WE aveskc roporte. His books have been kept in u 


business like way and ure throvm open far to the stucents, sonething 
hetore unheard of." Editorials greeted "the busiviess acuzen of the 
“reasurers» othe whole affair redounds greatly tof che creéit of the 
“reasurer und sore recognition of this should be mace by the student 


“nl 


body e 


‘ 


The tine and energy denanded by his rany activities affected 


N 


£ : : pane 
“oover's studies. He flunited a course in elenentury German, and 


. 


received a condition in cherristry. As he approached Sruduation day, 
the condition in English with which he was adisitted to Stanford und 
which he imst discharge before he would be eleigible for his bachellor's 
depree, began to haunt hin. He wanared by crarming, to xake up nis 
postaain cherristry and he porsuuded the Gorman instructor to give hin a 
passing Cradce But the English requirewent sturiped hin. Finally, 
Professor BoP, Smith, who liked Moover, intervened: Professor Smith 
took a paper that Hoover had subnitted in geology, revrote it, 
corrected the apellane, patched up the grarmiar, und with Sranner's 
backing, insisted to the faculty that the revised paper was proof 
enouwsh of Hoover's ability to write sinple English. The faculty 
relented and awarded Hoover his diploma in goolopye 

“Who-foue- years of “Seourtty und sintive caln hat-ended. Hoover 


was /finally on his own, to make his i:ark in the world or to sink into 


failure. He @octred success hungrily; nor was his arthition lirited/or 


be 
ib 


este Prodding hihi was the attraction he had formed for a youns/ 
tanford girl he Had met during hig senior yeur. The ny young ae who 
nad avoided soci: functions and who had Yhown no eagerness tofnke 
- | thy qussta star / ve 
friends of the girls in his class) fell in love wit Pou Henry, who- 
é “ 


- 


} f oo) mae : 
unlike Hoover enjoyed xak sentetfen ana Was oe 4¢ theme 25 befitted 


the daughter of a well-to-do furily, How lienry. goinca 4 sorority ds a 


‘ xmhiwkx 16 
was . 

Heever *8H on“his em, te make hiz mark er te sink inte failure. 
Predding his already consuming aubitien was his love fer the sweet-faced 
Sirl he had met during his senier year. A deep attachment had gremn 
between Lew Henry, a freshman, and the shy weenie man whe Wxdx aveided 
secial funtiens and whe until then had shunned the company ef girls. 
As befitted she daughter ef a well-te-de family, Leu Henry ku jeined 
a severity; but she was alwe interested in goolegy and Heever prebapiy 
met her in Dr.- Bramer's laberatery. The nequaintance was made 
easier wecause Leu Henry had ween bern in Waterlee, Iewa, net tee 
far fre West Braneh, 

Heever decided te marry this energetic, intelligent girl. 
But first he must be ablete offer her sone sert ef security. He left 


collese with a tacit understanding that befere tee many years, perhaps 
before Lou Henry graduated fron college, he wenle be in a pesitien te 
speak were definitely ef the future. Until then, he weulé write te her. 
He had neither meney ner any definite prespects, but he had energy and 
ability and an wnshakeable confidence in hiwself. <fixemexwanite And Leu 
Hanry leeked at the serieus, bashful yeung man with his thin determined 
mouth and hard eyes and welicved in him. 
‘ % 

He had received his bxctiolier miixaren degree in geolesy -- the 
untversity/guve ne degree in wining engineeringex#x He had avoiged 
courses dealing with the seeial seiences ef with evultaral subjects. The 


execeptiens were Dr. Jerdan's rambling philesephie lectures enorgani¢e 


life, a flier inte elementary French and German, and a hurried survey ef 


zax 19th century histery. He had taken ne ether histery, ne ecenenics, 

ne literature, ne fermal philesphy. He wrote an inaceurate, ungrammatical, 
and priexemm pendereus Eapitak prese which never accurately expressed 

what he axa was thinking. His fexrwal education was as restricted as theugh 
he had gene te trade scheel. But Heever xeitkaxedxdn trusted Senater 


ee @ -7- tdi on, 


Stanferd's guukxmx emphasis en the “useful.” @..... >» the untrersity 


had previded him with a set ef ideas which tmuumexiegremukxkeansx 
which he considered wise and a guiee te actien, and which well 
expressed the lessens he had. learned as * ehild and while werking fer 
his decter uncle in Salem, Oregen. ¢ 
. The feur years he spent at Stanferd Leng preceeded the arrival 
ef the strange and uncenventienal Therstein Veblen whe was later 
Lferced eff the campus wy Dr. Jerdan and his asseciatea because eof 
Veslen's radieal teachings -- theugh the mmmemewax exeuse was given 
that Veblen's demestie aiffieulties impaired the merals ef tle 
‘university. In Heever's time, the faeulty was censervatien, eareful 
' never te challenge the pkeus maxims se dear te Senater and Mrs. 
- Stanferd. Tamuzex Heever's prefessers were doveted te the 
pempesities ef ‘the Gilded Age; the majerity metiecvuleusly echeed the 


Jerdéan 


. pseude-seientifie peesy with whieh Dr.- Sexvaxnyzusshehpbme tetyx 
RuEbWhiankreyp eles deserated the meralisms ef the railread 


| prinee and his au leyal wife. 
| Indeed, Dre Jeraan, the setentiat, exaded.a mung professional 


| kindliness; but he did net allew his gentle leve of virtue te seften 

his stern, if net sententieus, philesephy. He theught ef mimarii 

«himself as a just un man, unsfraid ef reality. He believed in the 

steady upward searing ef civilizatien, and he hated war whieh he 

| ‘.Wwas persuaded weule never again eceur because tle deminant races ef 
Eurepe, prefeundly reinferced wy the example ef American. altruicn, 
Weuld net permit a majer eenfliet. Dr. Jerdan was admittedly 
disturbed by tho Am Spanish-American war a few years later, wut he 


s 
i 
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 eeneluded that the unpleasant incident had net been witheut its 

gains te kamxhin humanity. He was censcieus ef tie heavy wurden 
| ‘ - pern wy the white race, and surely the eaekward felk ef Africa ané 
| We Asia -- and the Paeifie islands -- valued the bathtubs, boeks, mx 


*. 


\ 
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the jess in facteries, xumitumkhemx@ithwh Christianity, and ether 


benefits breught te them by the inexerable march ef pregress, even. 


_theugh these blessings were senetines fercibvly thrust wupen the eackward 


. peecies. Dr. Jerdan's thinking impressed yeung Heever; the-gentesl”~ - 


phrases-previded @ respectability and a ready-uade~justification te 
‘Heover's avid determination te achiove success. Heever had reached 
the sawe cenclusiens in a léss acadenic manner, and he had ne xek 
rheterie. Aleng with the ether eharges ef the Stanferd presieent, 

he was readily persuaded that it was Nam wreng te waste eompassien en 
the vietius ef the xuisamexbueenxm enterprising. The imperverished were 
respensible fer their fate, since they were inferier in character, 
energy, and mest impertant, in their seuls. Te effer eharity te these 
miserable dupes ef their ewn depravity enly prea further incempetence 
an@ lazinesse Te indulge in cempassien fer these whe were suffering 
the censequences ef their sins was a crime against mankind. 

Dr. Jerdan's fawerite lecture in his ceurse en Evelutien -~ 
xhkime and all the geed decter's thinkigg was the preduct ef his 
seienfifie studies -- xke was the ene he entitiee "Degeneratien." 

He intreducea his lecture with a fable: "Twe little beys sell flewers 
at the deers ef a chureh er theatre. They are ehiléren en. pabents 


whe ceuld, if they woulé, earn eneugh te suppert them 


poor,” asehe vo -TLiveousky-Cisbed trom Bova “foe: he’ oe, had sympathy 


ae (@ -w- A ® 


in comfort. Your kindness lIeoeps#¥ ther: out in ths cold.e.. This tae 

‘our charity organization society asks vou not to five alms, or to 

nive counsel, time, and patience to the rescue of such as these." 

Dr. Jordan's generalizations followed: "Do any of these get out of tho 

festering mass? We have tricd again and again to lift then, but they 

sink ible: They are a decaying stocks they cannot longer live self 

dependent." And to clinch his argument with scientifically, kn Dr. 

a setter added, "The young of the sacculina at first have the nauplius 

forr: corrion to their order. Then the force of inherited sanewitian 

compels then to fasten theriselves on to thehernit crabe The Pree swirming 

legs and the disused organs disappear. So we have the sane in the 

pauper. Self-help assappeare.." ‘Ths the evolutionist instructed the 

youns men and woren of Stanpond ah a_knowhecce of cortemporary society. 
But lest he be a aaa DL. Jordan distinguished sharply 


Ne 


between poverty ait" + wupedt et "the Lord's poor se the Deville | . 
NY es ia 
for "poverty cuused by sickness, » sisfortune, lack of training,or lack of 
power," mak while the Devil spxumat naked rnctoxoxnen clained those 
sunk into "pauperisi: caused by indiscriminate Giving, getting & something 
for ssiaseci mas president of Stanford concluded with the aphorisxn 
NWever give money to a blind os he needs all es strength to compere 
wikhoon with men who can see." “the lesson to be drawn: The competitive 
systen is ordained by God and Nature; socialism, which is nothing less 


than the coramnity of ;roperty, breeds pauperism, and its result is 


debilitation and daxgnmx degeneracy. ra aie oy . ee 
» —aie - cree Herbert _Heover tole, to nel} Hin He ucGed 
he te ey ine 


4 : \ . 
his om eorilient Son of competition ‘== to the strongéms pelong ttle spoilsy 


the strugcle for pers sonul fortune, by cnakever Meuns : the sbrugclo in 


# f 


advanced, is the Beets way of life, the opposite of de neracye It is 
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Herbert Heevyer teek this wits wisdem te heart, adding his 


ew legical deducatiens that te the strengest beleng the apeiis, 

ana the struggle fer persenal fertune, wy whatever means the ‘stragele 
is s@vanced, is the healthy way ef life, the eppesite ef degeneracy. 
It is a tribute te Dr. Jerdan that after Heever aumssed his impressive 
persenal fertune, he refused ever te give alus te these whe asked his 
hakpe help until he had investigated the suppliant!s backgreund ane 
the veasen fer his desperatien. If in Heever's judguent the man were 
werthy, then Heever efferea him a jes se that the man ané@ his fanily 

cevla eat bread earned henestly and in a self-respecting mannere 
bit af he turnee eut te be eno ef Dr. Jerdan's paupers, Heever éi¢ net 
give aid te the "Devil's peer." . 

At Stanferd, Dr. Jerdan's theeries were expanded te preve 
inferier, 

bjat sexe wen are bern inazmteaxa the yellew races, fer exauple, and 

~ bherefere Dr. Jerdan jeined with all the wetter peeple ef Califernia 
a halt Chinese immigratien. The student magazine and newspaper 
wheleheartedly appreved the dectrine ef innate inferierity, and printed 
innumerable hilarious steries iliustrating the "aishenesty," “leek ef | 
cleanliness," and "meral laxity" ef the Chinese, the Negrees, the Jews, 
and the immigrants frem seuthern an@ eastern Eurepe. Since the rising 
laber movement appealed: te such "dangereus' elements, 28 well as te 
these whe ebvieusly wanted semething fer nething (the "g@egenerates"), 
laber wniens were censidered a “menace te the free spirit and free 
enterprise that had wullé the United States inte a great natien 
destined te ke the very greatest natien in the werld. ‘Dr. Jerdan 
attrisuted the grewth ef unienism, 25 well as the spread ef pelitical 
eerruptien even te the highest public effices, te “pelitical apathy 
ameng the higher classes that must be cerrected if the Republic is te 


> enaure.'°" Otherwise, added Prefesser Frederick C. Clark in an address 


ofere the Student Cengress, the pelitical freeden ef the United States 
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CHAPRER V . 
Ginx CHINA: March 1899 = September 1901. 


The bridal couple arrived in &m north. China in the early spring 


of 1899-6 Himxhemiokimemenx While ostemsably employed by Chang Yen-Mao, 
te) 


‘Whom paddwzhmmminx sao, xno B Herbert Hoover fonsidered 


himself the mepmx advance agent of Bewick, Moreing & Coe He had an 

ingrained. contempt for the Chinese, carried over from his youth in the 
absorbed the prevailing opinion that 

Far West where he had ccammedn shox hen ueMe x heres ne wamt coolies were 


mentally and spiritually no better than animals a re anes 
; ‘ , Ww 


oe Chis ed 
included the merchants, landowners, goxmx and all gove, nment officials, vihnoy! 


sincethay nerd Onvenlo, masta ywily - 
he took for etanted /maxuxicuhonexbgmmbbhentminchtimemin creme taymand 
Somommerntrnsemit immorral, and corrupt. Hexuumkixneh His own superior, ir-Sirim, 
HiewExecelioroy Chang Yen-“a0o, spoke.no English, and all business between 
him end his nem assistant must be carried on through interpretors; Hoover 
ty CF heel wuclin dtl 

knew that ‘Chahe had started life as a coolie in a small rive/)town, and 
through the accident of winning the favor of the Empress, had been taken - 


into the court first as a companion to khamfmfme her son, and ailkembin © 


Sax when the boy died, as tutor to her nephew, the future Emperér. amomxin 
Ginx Cheang!s life-story was xmxmduemk a romantic adventure of luck, 


courage, currying favor in the xa right places, and fatantic exploits -- 
a Ar 

such as his TLE x ee the walls of Peking (never before 

eA ful: yey 


oe 
accomplished bypeeerr , ey, inact at night wees the royal family 


A 
were _bosieced, safe ere tet achievements which had won for the coolie 
Oe 


' boy xnemxuppainkmerk pene are Ponk of reef Hoover, Chang was 
yd ae rN od, Wet oy 
a2 "Chinaman," shrew eapee cae ari Apately. es to a white mpm and 


iA’, vag thy 
sku Gees tik SaP-0 peeeedsassbonnocn a grafter and ¥ } orive takere 


ht 
Hoover SS uxin~decimgs-with Chang were~eerrieoern almost 


j Aehussuby 
ee sempiccery through the Mandarin's trusted European xt advisor, Gustav 
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iSGHLLANEDUS ~ rough draft data 


36 pages or portions thereof relating ‘to 


unknown chapters or sections of the above 
biography. May be portions of sections 
or .chapters already forwarded to Bureau. 
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essence of human dignitye Young Herbert Hoover . 
even when he day-dreamed, he rejected the illusion. 


boys cherish when they are seventeen and on their way i 
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freedo: of enberorise. 


& to interfere with 
on con*vonto: ry wart he considered coercion. 
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° Lindgren: MJ Dec 12, 1905 - Vol LXXIV card 18 fe 
xak B&h LXXIX - Feb 16, 1905, LXVIII, July 14,1904 : 


Dekpxhenixnink aiming 204 Wsico xmas hO 
- Victo Beep leads WA 5,39, 65 
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West sus iiminOe Explrration - MJ LXXIV Dec 12, 1905 


MJ LXXIT - Dee 20, 1902 


Bubank Birthday WA 6, 115 
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iiee -Comp costs waite and black ~ HJ LEXTIV Déc 12, 1903 
ane Corp WA 75; 8S 22. FP ee Te ea 
Lancefield, MJ LXXIV, Dec 12, 1903, Wa 107-111,115, 70 % 
é ; 
Hoover's sons Be ORs 
é 
Ben HonnantsBrowahiii- MJ. Vol LXVIII, Dec 1, 1898 cards 10-15 § 
Opyoya-Brownhill “la 37, 65 . 
Lake View Consuls Sept 17, 1904, NJ LXXVI - card 20 
WA 8,575 9 
Loddon Valley holoort “YA se a . 
Sere ener ee we * 
mr 7 3 
London und Globe Deep Leads WA 1 
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October 25, 1901 -- Hoover: and wife at Stanford -Alumnus 1. 
Jan 1902 - Australia MJ 2, Jan 25, '02 
June 1902 - London (speech) 
: Dec 1902 - London Md 5 12/20/02 
. Jan 1903 London E&M 56 


dune 1903 Londnn Tad 

Sept 1905 - Australia WA 7 Mar 1905 SF Alum 5 

Dec 1903 - honored in Australia WA 10 Nov 1904 Bodie married Al € 
Jan 1904 - SF June 1905 Bodie 


| Feucihyon hA@ form x hom char boink Xxx Feb 1906 ~- Mexico 
} 4ug 1904 - South Africa WA 11 Hay 1907 London . 
' d Sept 1904 - London Writes hist Hoove. family 
ae Jan 1905 London ~ trial Avy e0a- ; 
May 1905 -NYork 
June 1905 - Stanford reunion, tenth anniv 
pioneer class. Speech, Port of Jordan 
os pongo AUS 1905 - Australia 


1 
a out 1909-New York from London —_~_—gy 19? - Err 
14 x October 1920 - London : Audy 448 Kaw 


"Sept 1911 - London 
KY »Feb 1912 - Cohlection of books to Stanford, 4ondon 


wi Sept 1912- candidtate “or srustee y 
Ws Sept 1912- SF, settles for year ~~ Ou Pie VY “ 
Dec 1912- trustree Sup 19d > < SP 
By April 1913 - De Re Metallica _ wy 
VE » Sept_ 1913 - London py July - Alum 54 6 Mix & 
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t Stanford; reunion, Penth i : 23 
Hoover spokesaneutns,.-ind of the; Barth." 


g ‘S7O0"HLLes== volume, ‘ofeithe w 
Lou Honey also present. : 


way 1905 - Hoover and wife Py 
Pioneer classe: 

: Awarded prize for conin 
First Year at Stanford. 


Feb 1906 -- Hoover and wife in “ondon. hipumusd from trip to Australia 


Hay 1907 - Theog@ore Hoover also in “endon ~ 
z 


lectures on stinigg to Students |} 


January 1909 - Hoover at stanford giving 
g 4f Goelogy and } Mining? Peresn - Alwmus Jan 1909 card 34 


ae. 
“Y909 Sept - Principles oY 
Aen a has pie oe, 
ne Oct. 1909 - . Hoovetitia New 6 York .- from London “‘@kicard 39 
Reet i end ae a 
Shae Beene | EPOX oe sEHoov er ‘in USHaon 
; eats, is ee, 
eyeeeenel 1 fund which will buy books -- since is 1007 - Alumnus { 
card 40 


Theres 
st Re 
ives dinner and garden party for uc aa club in 


tn 
“th -- pele Aluzmus 


gives~colle, 
yeaa ee ston i: 
Sept 1912 - beconés candidate trustee replacing Whitelaw Rmat Rei a, 


as Humwexe 
Sept 1912 - Hoover in SF from London, to remain a year 
an 
Nov 1912 - reunion in SF “8 andes 44 
a T _— Ne. 
Tgec 1912 - Hoover anx Suis = Mead 45 iy 


April 1913- De Re Metallica ey 
He eas ase) j oe 

Sept 1913~ Hooverin Yondon in July -- 54 EE saat oat 

tly awarded annual gold nedaioet Mining. 


Feb 1914, - Hoover and wife join 
& Meballurgical Society of Anerica "ani recognition of “their® 
distinguished contributions to the literature of mining sgoyt - 
March 9, 1914 - dinner held in New -ork; eye Hooversi) 
present. This s first awarde -- 
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Oct 25, 190k - Hoover and wife-Vvidit’ Unibvensstty es Alumnus cards a 
- EE Seobeny irae Se yee :*, ee eee ae . ~ a 
‘on. niversary of : 
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BRUCE MINTON . WASHINGTON EDITOR” 
945 PENNSYLVANIA AVE. N. W. ROOM’ 22 
TEL. NATIONAL 5199 WASHINGTON, D. C. ; 


- the word “American” ‘was @ropped. from the title, and the sobrog Son simple 


n The ‘task of persuading | af, 
e ie 


The Aask *. providing relief to an encire nation ‘proved more . 


formidable than the committee had originally foreseen. With his page ier fo) 


efficiency, Hoor er begen to reorganize the sprawling committees that had 


; mashroomed during the first six weeks of war, consolidating agencies’ Lace 


definint the functions and obligations of each. After some tentative | 

shifts, Hoover and his asaiatente decided, to eliminate any specific at 
designation of sponsorship which might atitagonise possible bistesy supporters: 
designation substituted of "The Commi.ssion for Relief in Belgium," eae 7 
soon mown by its initials, the C.R.B.e° The ae 
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eee errgiciency, noover began to reergenize | te: OREO ice 
be og that had mashrormed during the first ‘pix: worms of war, consolidating 
agencies: and defining the functions and obligations of each. After 


dbus 5 hues oh 3 


some tentative shifts, Hoover and his assistants decided to drop any 
specific designation of sponsorship which might antagonize other 
the 


possible supporters. Therefore ten xnedhinfnangenixathnxmbimianiinthe 
was dropped from the title, in-favor-of the dasignation “than 
- word "American" (rere ee ere The Commission _ 
Sa wens abel, wih, fit a if @ 
for Relief in’ Belgian,’ soon known by its initdals, she C.R.B. The 


Solvay-Frangui commil ties in Brussels expanded to serve all Belgium, 
renamed the Soametctoemd adam Comite National de Secours et d'Alimenta- 


tione The C.8.B. enlisted as diplomatic sponsors, the Spanish and ; 
ame mnsmmeanecasanmmnncceenntn nes 
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replica, "Be hae as it might, one matter ca out in am mind, and’ 
that was that the English people had undertaken this war’ for the abowed © 


i purpose of protecting the existence of small nations, 2 or.  Shumnk vindieating 


the guaranteed bee i by which small cations might exist, ‘tor the. 


avowed purpose of aiign}tecing xx to. the world the continuance of .. 4: : 


. democracy kux as against autocracy in @vernment." Hodwenks es 


wile ow fA? — sata 
Senses wiebh Moya George, whe=saw.—the=need. to heckdens-te 


" the-genazabiy Zammrakh a aa estate in the United ore The | 


Minister. zhxumjompm abruptly told his colleagpes: "T am ‘convinced. Fou 


adalah eaetaaaieaid a eminent enna samme: atau ne A ea oe ) 
OA EERE NCTA ONDER SONS: Bain . 
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Hoover participated couldmanly benefit from: the war demand. If 


/  pestilities ented abruptly, as Hoover expected, his companies would have 


rae H dey an af i eres fie a dpa el 
enjoyed a brief boom; when the war ata not halt, every, company: 


‘ enormously increased earnsngee As an American neutral, ea vel hade_ 
ty Pre despite. ety elie rer | 
money from the war, deapite high cae tise diffi culties ee ‘tha: 


personel expenditures omnbagxio aariee: the period of Belgian relief. 
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” The German armies struck at France through: Belgium, whose 
Dstt 


Fosnth : 
-«Muetrality the British, and see le guaranteed to respect. The invasio 
and the-tiptbish alliances with bath France and Russia (The Triple. 
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yi | dhe Ceregsalavese tas! . 
and ‘Russia, and by colonizing the Balkans Sarin canadien, the plan 
os 


“to Link. Berlin 6h the Near East. In aaait My Burope became the 


ie i battleground for colonial supremacy in Africa and Asia, with the. Germans 


tha Gang lea 
-Pesolved to force Ingland to. dis gorge at least a portion of their 


oolontal empire. The Central Powers’ gambled on a swift war; to have i 7 
respected Belgian ee would have delayed the houedation Imockout 
AL Wid : 

blow against France. With “rance jeliminated, the Germans could settle 
back to dofenbihe the huge, makina badly equipped, and poorly led | 
Eussian arate while keeping. England at baye For their part, the Allies 
hept- eli | 
“depended primabilly on their 2 up the Germans and to | 


Kaiser s 
xhaseraxtionomen wait for the ‘oftectepe of attrition on the Emmaatanx 


war machine. If the Allies could hang on long enough, the German arny | 


_~, wr: 


I aid 1 Ase ‘pelieva that the eee of the. civil Population increased os 
the resources which oot Bees available for money. levies... 

| "On the second point, as to" whether the: ‘Germans would a) tins tol 

provision the eivil population, B told him that I was ‘satisfied | that they 
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would not do so; that when we, undertook this’ labor we undertook 4t with 


the greatest reluctance and our first move was to. satisfy ourselves that 


this population would starve ime unless America intervened and 
converted the hitherto negative quality of neutrality into one of . 
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CHAPTER VIII 
Belgian: Relief: September 1914 ~ April 1917. 
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The outbreak of world war shattered Hoover's well-laid plans y, Hike? 
perspective for bhe next years was-suddenly-reveaded as trivial, compered.~ 
Le-WiEETRS-coBaEPay®« He had hoped to Become ‘ae: leading citizen of: 
California; he six months after the assassination of the Austrian Archduke, 


by a Serbian—netionaList, Hoover found himself ajleading citizen of the 


tuk dear’ heute f OY 


pyondte & wd Lek, , tus Abe fut nh werent, JB 
world, his nanie oe krown than the ~namas<ef most army commanders & 
The war surprised Hoover, as it surprised so many Americans eaxixan 
Itwas~not, that. ‘armed-~conflict was so—unexpected , but dae others of 
his generation who had paid slignt events On to politics, Hoover believed 


wart 7) % bude Vs LA Pgh Uh, Akin i AMR Meet 
that modern armies wWeukd> be-used only evgeaast backward peoples, end..never 
petal « Bites wey, Pate bet yb Robhees seeploe | $e. 


sack ar He expected wars Me ‘pemain localizedy Ko "sensible’ 

a a 
nation would fr Sete permit a struggle for power to—break. out enone the 
mighty. His own experience seemed to bear outtThis premise: as an American 


who had successfully ‘puilt a,fortune in under the auspices of British 


WA bb tant Med 8 avin 
cap italisn, he belseved that ahi, atl between ini -had been over~ 
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, come py-a-mitud Lity of eer aes Captialism eesceeues. nd boundaries; 
important enterpriseys 
finance Was international, and the BOCAEOCE throughout, the world were 
Gai pawn aa tl te Ris T ited itde 
interlinked and interdependent. Pheer strugeld| was, agadnst=ashe DeaikEEs 


bie) on against those who thwarted progress sccnes in profits), against 
the shiftless millions without anbition or vision or ability who 


& 
interfered with the flow of comme EOP ae imius the operation of industry. 


bh 
World war was unthinkable because it snun ke oo CEE bay SERA ce not, 
big-business . eee brat " MeO sa ypnen!? a ‘ 


QD In 1914, Hove! (still hed no-real Sa Rare rere yerial~ 
sm: he had-learned from his’ ow experience the nelessity of the great 
nations living off the backward peoples, taking them ote and, exereising 
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progress. To be sure, rivalry for raw materials ar markets existed: -but 
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Doover saw this ximiihx rivalry of one group 


a italists against another ae 
ening , Ferien dude Us flee 7h 
for~profitsy without leploiers —retsiorel str a te achat must lead to war. s 
In the Zine Comporation, for example, thé see _renth, and Verman 
owners divided the spoils and defende themselves against other British, 
ss Nye 
“rench and Gérman combinations. Enterprise, had nothing to do with pee ORES, 
allegiance. | { 
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Of course, Hoover ‘granted that war Was an instrument of repression’ 


thet sometimes masbverexeroised against backward groups who resisted 


industrial advance. Wmnymwmasynzhousmemzgmam timitadman shymmenhzhombaznsndmentyz 


tm But war between the great powers séemed so obviously a disaster that 


A we , agree 
oover believed wax. moriuimarix no longer cilia, sauaal 
the grey armies of the Kaiser, swept into Belgium and northern France in the ‘i 
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autumn of 1914, Hoover t t~ef the War a3 a-briefsconflict—a sharma 


demonstration of strengt meen would end as quickly as it had begun -- and 


soon. 
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among themselves without involving governments intemvantton -- except 
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unable to exploit its holdings. He had no!comprehension of the uneven 4 
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‘ mashtlt-into nto’ industrialization years after Great “yitain had cartied out j 
ju Rey alge mepreteneres f 

a colonial empire, the Germans néeded™Pox.theircontimed—exietence. Ortbets 4 
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Thus—white the es markets had been divided, the division aid not | 
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pormeanond to the demehde -of ne younger imperialisms wht-er eduitd outa prodyes 
ty Ap theny tla oO enfuadert, acelp vA act 
anit the nations (particularly Greet-Byitiin) which hetahe méjor—sirere ‘of the 
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T be 
snptree ettner de-relinquish their favored position BP nS ae theme 
Capitalism which had entered the stage of} 
Markets were not limitless-- certainly not under mmphiatizmynmtsinnks 
monopoly orgenisebion bringing with its 4 t-— frites. 
search for ave chea Pa ieoanpere gheap labor, ariel an ever-ex- | 
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Roxmthersmamet frontiers to foreign—producers and fmeeiyvm sealed off the 
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4 Given the imperialist system, wap inex Was inevitable. The basic 


conflict between Great Britain and YVermany, shnoe rwit-wagedtospeatvides ie 
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wile, wits feagt Te able vi 
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Czarist Russia, plagued by a feudal economy, e-puiniive copia Lam Simancat— 
bythe =rench and other-forefin financial EYotps, corrupt and +t reatened with: 
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_ disintegration and revolution, sehzed on war as a chance for new loot both 
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in the paiicaheaae Far and Near fast, and also oe be no : 
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fe te workers and peasants from the abuses of oe Nor could 
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participating in the a denen, Hoover did not flevesee a eee | ef each 


imperialism to monovolize markets ah the expense of other Sere sms. He 
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survival of—neebLexrsy. ae war disabused him of hes illusions. 
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superficial, immediate causes cf ee war -- the Killing of Archduke 


Ferdinand, the imxmmhamx violation of Pelgsen eee the avtonabic ae 


te 


a6 of alliances. The war ong frightened’ Merit momentarilly: he 


saw nighard-von wealth wiped out, his financial security lost through no cd 


fault of his own. #58 panic xvas hbem aid not last long. Afikar When he -lea@ned 


that far from ruining capitalists, Lthre-isiiveh?, war brought greater profits, ; 


he still continued’ his dramatic pose that he had lost much of his personal - a 


‘fortune. Soiocsmniciechnicies 
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Chapter VILI 


Belgian Heliet -- August 1914 - April 1917. 


Worla War L shattered Hoover! 8 ae ~Lladd plans, taken he 
bis—leisure:to 
cevotetmmanthmStanferd | Unguanedty. bis he perspective -he-tad~aosephg 


Wo Abide fed \ 
for the next years, sudden] y ssaned trivial, in-eomperiadn.to the vistas \ 


that—aunfoided withina”few-moriths after the kugea | 
ammoiex~grex—ermtos-of the: REtoeR SNS AG POSS Belgium and - Northern. Poanteh 


after the B bmavy blockaded. the. continent-of Hurepe. <a Tdcuer had 
— Fahd 8 Aube Ube 

pwhanxnedmanmodea “biased? «BE a dienatae citizen of California; wi-twin 

six 


fuum months after the Austrian Archduke had been assassinated by a 


Serbian conspirator, Hoover found himself a leading citizen of the world, 


“Uy Nh Aart hee ohne ™ 
with his name more widely known than thexihemaaxax comatose of zhe most 


"| commanders , of—the-shiixg-strucehing-ammiase 
world : 
The war outbreak of /war astounded Hoover, as it astounded 


most ineptcatien. It was not that momiitmbaxhnem armed conflict surprised nis, 
m 


but he, léke so many of his gbepabion “nadasemeses pelieve/ sat modern 

armied would nes bats against backward peoples, ae never against each 

other, that conflicts involving -one~geat nation would cosine localized mad 

would rexamntnrnine not ogain-tnvelvom Sut struggle for power anong the 
adiy 


xx mighty. His own experience seemed ‘to bear out “premise? as an American, 


successfully built a career with Dyritish 
hace 


capital; inxfctnayripax in so many ventures ~~ the Chinese 2 the gine corpor= 
ation, BusHian oft, gold’ in Nicaragua -- the rivalry between groupaet 
capitalists Mie aceila leery ee another.had been overcome by thei 
mutuality of interest. All the great mations, while ei oa a cae 
vieing for position in China, had benefitted from tree common pélicy of 
shxhbhxbmgxnmax “civilizing" the Chinese. Capitalism a 

oh Sted dceid 


mevcommitiemmdccoen hon respected no nebtomad boundaries; imemey Was 
‘ubernabtoual, and thexmminihhxa khanna the owners throughout the world 
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poor," against those who heldsbaek progress wu chaosutecte estimated in’ 
terms of profitt. The beelsiand pammbasn colonial peoples, the shiftless 
millions without ambition or viSion or ability, were tHe enériy-sitice—theys rs 
Se 


retarded the ee ‘of commerce. » the exploitation of resourées,. the :, 


profitable é W ta tef 
snmnmasink opertt3n of puufithahiaxanmbempmineszm new enterprises. ,ar was 

. r a 
unthinkable because wes endangered the very structure of buainess, whichmad * 


WAROMAHN expanded beyond ai 


<Widing lines betwe OtLONSo 
. the aniinmmina capi tal iate.vene-tnertrbcably-intertikod-dorpite Tanai ge 
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Aileen 
or_chance location, and. A- war of the EN ORS -~ ax to be 


differentiated from HAY, such a ia Soke: -bHS Sparfish feplean, 


C 
‘Boer, and Balkan wars -= ~ Findmnthhnomndagtonen violated in—tooret s 
wy Ad. * Sie Ve 


Gyes EEL logic. ype % yuer® wdinefiad 


In 1914, Hoover Was still wae in word affairs. He had no real 
Aad Lett 
underatanding of imperialism: he comprehended oLearty-Srorgn from his om 
esa Ye eat bee se 
experience wie neod of the great nations: ve off knee backward people ‘ 
¢ ‘ petit G Adtinr/ 
bo take them over or a) exercis& d control over then. fou-the.sake 
4 [hettrts 
6r efficiency and progress. Be saw rivalry for raw materials ‘and markets 
over? mp Tze hate 
neresy as the jrivalry bret naturally existed wherever yfimh there=wes profits $: 


be: be made -- a rivalry et proaadt each yusinpms group of capitalists to. 
meetxxummubthimnmx tee competition of other simider groups. But within the 7 
groupings, Hoover believed _hat national inbememtaximnd rivalries had beon ‘ 
Reon imxhke just as in the Zinc Corporation, the British, French, 
Verman operators divided the spoils agahmmk and defended themselves against - 
_ other British, French, and German combinations. CapitieEism, so—Hoover ; : 


policta, transcended nminhunakxhauniamtes nationhood. at 
Niaw pull 9s. 
_ Of course, war max an instrument of repression must be exercised 


against the bakkward antcabha who nesdsted progress. Buk Therefore, Hoover- 


and_so_-many-TiKe him, pert eved “net a major war Was’ ODVi OUSLY impossibter— 
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Therefore, Hoover and so many like him, believed that: war was a limited . a4 
instrument, and major nonfiti ciodhadxbenn cont licks d were. 4 
iy oy 

eut—of—tbhe-quesirron, nnarhmomx Hoover had been trained “in a woxhd “ 
clu? are ee 


pasiness spreadiatg-all over the world, particularly Gem the colonial 
world. He hdé .mistkken the common efforts of all the ae to 


Dtwsevans 


maintain the colonial system as umxminhtickyoohm proof of bhe_inperiattins 


ability to preserve peace. and to settle disputes without recow se imamm 
to mmm the“testesés arms. His understanding of economics remained rudimmanhx - 


rudimentary -- to Hoover, KH the making of profits had nothing to do with 


nmhomat national governments, except insofar as they protected and 


encouraged oe eppataliss enterprise, pantiemushy by enforcing order among ° 
Oud atatadk 


ML wt Age, : 
xoeh EN colonial peoples. among the pdor who ARE MovecnerneGart nuienenye: 


man the mua chines, mine the ore, till the fields, and and_transport commodities. 
But twas yoxexnmanh the pwiness-oF Go vernment nomelgsbeomicebhnimgat 4 
keep order so that the papiveilste could build their enue here st Ané the: 
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world was an arena for tre free-for-all competition "oa capitalists 


regardless of their nationality. 


anche atad 


Hoover's crude ideas were a mixture of prevalent "schoo}s of 


‘egonomics" and his-own experience. From the "economists" he had lemadmim 


learned to consider the profit system as the highest possrpre 

fertrof social organization; imperialism was. merely a name for colonial 
oy competition 

penetration. “he mbrupgie for markets was a matter for capitalists to 


settle among eevee without womarmmank involving theefznek government 


wl a a 
interé ofrwar -- ezeeet when the war was locekesed-cditfwaged between 
€ a : ‘ 

te powerful ve imperialismé some backward country which could 


not possibly podtast hts holdings « Heexexnwias an American i Sa whose 
MLfeprrcy abn uel ia ohaar 


career had been Linked with the Britishy nedtmer Americans Wxo haa not yet 


rs Pee legthy: 
=. ete 


Aen 
exploited the vast ae aa of their ovm continental domain, ner the 
“ritish weo had built eK empire covering a quarter of the land 

vest. Owl Cy, wants 


surface of tne earth end emp rahe ang over a fifth of 4 ibs populationy. 
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erials or pe ble labor; % 


eee OneRt taking the major sharee = 7 
Indeed, anphkminsemxina world capitalism had stumbled into the 
hy 
era of import aliain without too clearly understanding ree implications. 


de:cnanapsihgnucapinas dummies namstiaabsrd imesh As financial 


Ly drpot Wdeficenr, 
control’ miiximimstmy replaced industrial control of dadatestey , as room OyEX 
fandray Chr sntee, seb daft ugh 
monopoly.grew, the—~eiazens the great powers imiesed. The uneven 


‘arakopmenk growth of the major nations increased the Veng son: Germany,. which 
Ctunad Be 
had rushed > into industrialization long after Vreat Britain. haa WOnRedinss 
colonial ieee aera produced more efficiently than the British '-- 
but the British * monopolized poe sections of the world market dnd grimly 
held on to the raw materials ‘tet the Germans needed and wanted. The a 
United States still had ‘plenty of smgma elbow reon Sa kt S 
rplenat : 
lereand was eee to remain aloof from the major struggles) thaugt ‘since - 
ule turn of the century, She Americans ee self-cons¢iously and 
uth ths Pan Le es 
ineonetetently sbaramrad gk onpedesed-theti interest -iethe markets fabs 
24 shy Addeched Alintet , 
epenast and if otpanoa commercial opportunities. But Move, the* financiers . 
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of dias We2X29. LookeAls i for new ee rmeootinas forse noe 


-0 nities for eapancene ther lime world markets nad been. 


divided, ut the divi sion Gid not correspond to the abddsheyeet the younger 
{ 
eeu to out-produce mrt tne nati ONS, (an particular Great Britian} BRO 
Garriobiinn 
hed a ma jor share of the worldls x resources and markets. Ratinchxiam The 


desire of the paoainy young ,imperialisms to redivide the spoils meart oR, 


sheets i & the nations with the spoils must either bem ing 
to abandon their favored position or Plies oa enough—tehehémor=bo them “omhay 


Markets were. not limi tless -- certainly not under capitalism, with its 


search for super- estes » for cheap raw materials and cheap labor, and an : 
ever- expanding nexnket Vier mass-production goods. ana Markets \ were more and « 


BOD ey cee gest palate 
ae medimikes more delimited by > the eto ‘choxmat imeseaninely » 


-elosed their own countries and. their possessions fo. ‘the goods -- and. capital 


2 ‘of: ‘competiiig: pet ones Rooumsembaha The neve fs for raw naterials AMINE 
oe ahi’ a pl cen fraaim fry 
Co aces Ae ee fficient: supplies (Poe-e-netiromtsmhausiasps it 


9 involyed dg” "an ‘attempt to* monopolize these materials sem here: to. keep them | 


\ 
aes snimniacnicnadn away from. rivals. 
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Given the imperialist Soa war was inevitable. The misao 
eEgo uke oe expansion of a highly rationalized  ° 

; Hemmant vapid =tupnintemen xian tagyaineren piety 


German industry, the necissity of expansion. in order to. get at khe needed. 
t i Czarist Russia, not 
markets myst lead to. conflict with Great Britain. pit seit plagued bye 
ee ag." a primitive - 
‘a feudal. economy, targahy snpmiminbim capitalism - tnanced by the French end 
corrupt and threatened fe 


other foreign financial groups, Fic aiigtces Src cash wate 
k max saw the possi bilities of 


ai sintegrivten and revolution, com 
one loot ané of diverting the attention’ of Hie population from the ‘mimic - 


<x abuses OF Czarins, ‘The ‘Russians could not reuain ! 


-ontetae of ‘the ‘outlet; just as: ‘up xakianmx France ane no other: Buropean:” 


mon wtih. dostned to. win cromitntatn a position as; 


oes S He/tnougnt of “capitalist competition as 5 merely a race, 2 
“tor. profits. among individuals . = not a. race: for profits which spelled the ily 
read Sean: The war aisabused him. S 

- ae “But at: shememkioes ‘the sudden outbreak of war in isis, he saw - only 
: othe ‘ostensible cause of hostiiities -- the sm=nmhionn ell ling of Archduke 4 


. Ferdinand, the invasion of Polgium, the: commitments of alliances. The 1 war 


| frightened him for the mowents.” Mpa believed that all business would be 


‘ stopped, that his Investme ats savings would disappear, his hard. 


won Panna, security woula : te His pantie did nd ' last long, batiit dag 


real enough for a moment. Aft . 8, he liked to pretend that he stil 
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expert" than an engineer,. others to praise him for his extra-" | 
ordinary success. Recalling noover's intense loyalty to Stanford, 
and the impovtance he placed on the good ‘opinion of all associated 

33 with the university, his conversation with Dr. Jordan showed | 
“Hoover anxiously trying to impress his respected mentor by ve 
assuming a rather self-conscious, casual attitude. 
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~ Hoover's eagerness to impress Dr. Jordan 


The rather self-conscious, casual attitude expressed by Hoover 
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Hoover's self-conscious, rather casual attitude was intended * 
to impress Dr. Jordan was, 


Hoover's self-conscious, gather casual attitude é 


Hoover placed great importance on the good opinion of all 
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Lo 


b 
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expert! than an ongineer, others to pease him for his ay es 


ordinary succesg. Reed iting Hooverts intense loyalty } 
and the importance ne Blacoar< on the good opinion of an 2oi 
wth’ the university, hits. converigatilon with Dr. Jo ef dan had the 


Ae 


srather self-conscious, caguad , ‘superficially eyniéal tone of a 


former ‘student trying to impress. a respected mentor, Hoover 
made sient of 
his attetmmonta ‘(but the aid not expect Dx. Jordan 


‘undeizetiood) 3 3 at the san time, “Hoover bragged in his curious x 
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" oblique wpy. of the: \atgtange } “he. had ok. cone in the twelve energeti 


"Ptoneers,". Hoover modestly ‘hinted that, he owed ‘neh ‘of his good 
& tune. to Iuck: ~ which Dire Toxtion shoe Bhrewaly doubted. Heov 
. intimated that he considered a business ‘career Idss admirable “than| 
| MAterary, study," or. the desire bo “Leave the financial world for | 
~ home: and, "service." Drs. Jordan: yas istareedy for 80 prosperous a e 
ian, ag: Hoover to. realize while sphia’ ‘80 youtg ‘that money making 
_ Was: gt the wholeof dite sbradie ‘the. ‘Amprosedonable ‘professor as 
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ita whic’ Australian and Far astern history. Jordan! 
khemim. o < oe : 
| that /sioover,: Welton Stanford, and Dean Mitchell | 


‘the Mewtok, lioreing general. mans ger in Australia Cte -subseribed 5000. to 
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i was recetving "$5, 000 a year = as Mining Bapert and . $95, 000 as Financial, 


! every: biggrignes’ of prema 
was amend Of ms haw Oy SAywttdy 
Hoover: ‘because he Wes 2 "elnaneagl eypert ys he 
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with the university, his remarks to br. Jordan -- which he did not expect 

to see, published -- appear as the rather self-conscious, BRRE casual 

conversation of a vormer student attempting to oo ae a respected mentor.: 
Zn rworel Aha ay Letra bharsrerenly Y hay. AM Qrresnesrhy | 

Hoover r, depreciated trimsedf and bamxbpam bragged omsdane: in his 


curiously oblique way, he Angmar edodrarctendmrnn reminded Dr. Jordan of 
the clritaret td “ae frees et had gov th, ‘ ThA pra fA {he Atigh.ée dese typ HMORGL 


bis achisugnenes while taingent. : see st es 
> i aintain a-becoming modesty, He imple 
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jmpressine. Dr,—Jondan with his SusEseg, thet He had seo eee 3 
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is -- which Dr. Jordan was shrewd enough to doubt. Moreover, Hoover 
Pedst k aud ev’ 


Cutuuwt@ kxex that his business career aes less xouthigcx importand to—tbhepadagegue 


Crwertiny eth 


than his intearesb~in ; va literary study," and his expregsed desire to 
leave the financial world for ity homelwm and "service" +o—hisefallowmen. 
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Graduate; but for so prosperous a man also to realize while still so young’ 


that money making was not the whole of life struck the Doctor as the mark 
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snapshots, odd bits of information, data on world peace, and detailed 


descriptions of rare fish. 
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he nevertheless was making a valid point. A mining engineer could go/so 


far as a techniciansznd he could gain recognition for Bas skill and a 
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role. offering sf advice to young _sknitwmbis 


accept a secondary Shomabuchhhexmibvaem In an article wrx vepnivted inmnthe 
mining students reprinted by 


The Stanford Alumus in 1904, Hoover 5 Searessangm fay 
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one ye rson." 


Unteds, Hoover hadsujptnoedizamedes won a partnership in Sewick> 


horeing & Co. -~ which meant developing his talents as a #xn "financial 
empeumhyiix expert" -- he wouddwkgue remained an employe who, for all his 
enanion ability, could be hired and fired a the discretion of the 


his kesnepmge a mine's potential, his ability to appraise amzstietix 
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In his autobiography, Dr. David Starr Jordan described — 


meeting Herbert Hoover on a visit to Australia in 1907, The 
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: eminent President of Stanford University recalled that Hoover, 


Welton Stenford, and Dean Mitchell -- Bewick,Moreing's local 
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manager -- subscribed $3000 to buy."all useful books pertaining 


to the history of Aystralia! Hoover and Dr, Jordan spent a short a 


‘time together in Sydney: "He was then thirty-three years of age, « 
‘a quiet, boyish-looking, soft-spoken young mans but with very. . A 
posi tive ee and nigh ideals," A travelling companion of Ee 
Dr. Jordan's, on being introduced to Hoover, remarked, "Your e 
friend looks too young to be a mining engineer, Dr. Jorday S ae 
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added, "On our way that night to Adelaide, odpi tal of South 2 


" - dustralia, Hoover explained that he had run through his professions 
It held nothing more for him except to lay up money, of which hele 
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This entry in Dr. Jordan's voluminous. and- meandering 3 
memoirs has been quoted by almost every beographer of Herbert i 
‘Hoover, some to berate Hoover because. he admitted being more ui : 


a "financial export" than an engineer, others to praise him for | 


a; 


hise xtraordinary SUCCESS. Recalling Hoover's intense loyalty to. 


ange oes 


associated with the university, his. conversation with Dr. Jordan ha 


the rather self-conscious, casual, superficially cynical ‘tone Z 
of a former student trying to. ore a respected mami mentor. E 
Hoover depreciated his attainments (but he .did not expect Dre 4 
Jordan to take the self-depreciatton too literably, and the ) 2 
Doctor understood); at the same time, Hoover bragged in his “"y 
curiously oblique way of the distance he had travelled in the . 
twelve energetic years since Dr. Jordan had handed out diplomas. ‘ 
to the Stanford ."Pioneers." Hoover modes tly hinted that he owed. 4 
mich of his good fortune to luck eeuntch Dry Jordan shrewdly a 
doubted, He intimated that he considered a business career less 3 
admirable than "literary study," -or the desire to leave the 3 
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financial world for home and "service." Dr, Jorean was aetada: 
5 *y ea 


that money making was not the whole of life struck the Dootor’ as, 4 


remarkably sensistive and perceptive. Hoover won the respect f° 


the junketing Doctor who kept precise travel notes on all unuaua 


axperiences and significant conversation, just as he collected © 
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snapshots, odd bits of information, data on world peace, and | 


detailed descriptions of rare fish. 


Hoover hay have exaggerated his income from financial, 
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activities; he was nevertheless expressing the very real fact thet 
@ mining engineer could never expect to control the companies he * : 
worked ‘for nor become a decisive figure in the industry, If 


oovor had limited his career to engineering alone, he would Likes: 


Wise have condemned himself to a subordinate role. In an article 


reprinted by’ Bie Stanford Alumus in 1904, Hoover advised: young 
mining students on how best to prepare themselves for the futures: 


he pointed out that success was achieved only if “the dual ‘ 
capaci ty of boots cat and commercial execution is combined in one : 
person. ne . - 
_ Before lioovor became a parther of Bewick,Moreing ~- which ‘ 
want developing his talents as a "financial expert” -- he had 
been at best an efficient employe; but whatever his sk‘ll, he 
could always be fired at the discretion of the London office, As a: 
mehber of the firm, Hoover applied is practical knowledge of 
mines.and mining methods to :roblems of management, promotion, 
and finances his quick perception of a mine's potential, his 
ability to, appraise undeveloped yumi property, his accurate 
knowledge of the ua and means to extract ore, were invaluable 
assets, He had shown homself to be a resourceful, efficient, 
. a 
finance not because he had failed asa technigian, but because he 


and when necessary, daring engineer. He turned to promotion and 


desired grea‘er authority, wider scope, He had always ‘looked upon 
his earnings as-the yardstick of his mu success. Hoover left the. 
mines for an office in the City to amass a personal fortune and. 


to al iti a a "ea 3 e s . 2 
gain recognition as a leader inythe mining world. oincles. 
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He placed great emphasis on thoroughness and. system, He : “a 


approached promotion and finance in mch the sam way as’ he had — 
faced engineering problems in the field: he worked out a set of 


ES 
Fes 


principles, drawn from observation, reading, and experience, and e 
he used these’ principles as a rule of thumb, offering then, since 
he did not lack self-confidence, as a guide to the rest of the. 
industry. He continued his habit of contributing: to various 
mining journals, but now his articles discussed finance and. mirie 

* valuation. ; 

Hoover urged that mine accounts be kept in a uniform manne? 
snxchinafnam bm yonpem Son manna to ae ae books and reports 
of all companies on a comparable basis. The standardization : 
advocated by Hoover would Kelp prevent fraud by local superinten- | 
dents and managers; and consistency in the handling of \ 
depreciation, t onnage, and the allocation of- charges: would 
permit the investor to form a clearer idea of a mines s posi tion 
and inspire greater confidence in promotional kexrmkm hmaohines, 
thus naking it easier to finance nine properties. 

Hoover's fated credited him with pppularizing ideas 
subsequently adopted by all mining men. In particular, Hoover 
polenicizea against slow exploitation of ore deposits. Frequent 
articles and letters to editors stressed his conviction that since 
the “true objectives of mining is to gain the greatest profit 
from a given body of ore," it followed that "the shorter the sontue 
involved in the extraction ‘of the ore, the better," He nointed ? 


out that "the maximm output is not only necessary for the 


cheapest production, but money locked up in ore underground is 
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Hot to agyiie with Hoover, Was, in Hoover! 8 judgment, to condone: ‘ 
forswear 


error gaa te Sgmgmyear. logic. 

His shyness (often mistaken for modesty) did not abate as 
he grew older, though he was outspoken and aggressive enough in 
directors! meetings for which he elmoctuinvantebty prepared a 
painstakingly. geo oeBely'y) he appeared painfully ill-at-ease in 

attitude, 
any Bigoebie gathering, aiuost surly in mhsmmenmemy with a 
pedabtae. ponderous manner of speaking. Only among his ‘intimates, 
. only with trusted friends, did he relax ees he enjoyed, telling 
. ‘rambling anerdotes, which he did well, and talk freely with 
@ sharp wit and sometimes a maligzious humore in such circumstances, 


« his charm was . “expansive, contagious; but, if he could not establish | 


voce pengutial relationship, andsinzasla pgersgnoup,, he we euexew into 


a ninsol™ 


; embarrassed and attempting/ to :conceal his Aiacomfort 
behind a Brigid, almost arrogant haughtiness. 


Whenever possible, Hoover wanted tomenyfoy a home rather 


ae petty loathe 
than to live, ,hand-to-nouth ,in a hotel or apartment. He took his 
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wife and two small > i Herbert, Jupjior, born in 19054 Allan, - te 


born in 1907 £& (Hoover named the second child after his uncle 


in West Branch who had boarded him for a year af following Huldah 


“loover's death)g- with him on his extended journeys. Mrs. Hoover 


was adaptable; she had the knack of settling her family speedily 
ar co % wee 


and comfortably, and she managed with shatsseemed-an efficient. 


lackwofuetfort the task of travelling with two little boys, om 

dog, Rags, sheir toys, and all the necessary appurtances, and boy, 
M Neveate the semblence of a home in strange and remote placed. 

She admired her energetic, restless husband; hengrasp of geology 


and Enghmarmingnema mining enabled her to participate somewhat 


in Hoover's work. The Hoover§ were a closely knit unit} deeply z 
5 the *% 
attached to each other, enjoying their leisyure together Walking, 
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Whenever possible, Hoover wanted his wife to make a home 


1 


for him and his family, rather than living in a hotel or apartmente 


“Before his sons renched school age (Herbert, Junion was born in 


1905, and Allan was born in 1907, named after the uncle in West 


Branch who had boarded the orphaned Herbert for a year after Huldah| 


Hooverts degith) , they and their mother accomanied Hoover on any 


extended tripe Krse Hoover was adaptable; she. had the lmack of 
settling her family speedily and comfortably. She. admired her 
onergotic husband, and understanding mining and with a degree in. 
geology, Bhe hut participated to some extent in maracas a 


Hoover’ 8 work, When the two young boys were ready, for school, the” 
Hoovers leased a large home an Emwmnin Hornton Street. in Londéh, 
with a charming garden and sani space: for guests. This: residence 


was imown as Kea House, where the Hoover entertained a good deal. 


"But the socially prominent of London before the first World War, 


did not rerdily accept Americans; for all the still, formal 
receptions and uneasy dinners tendered by the Hoovers, the elite 
did not respond with warmth or eagerness. In the eyes of the 
well-placed familios,, the oovers were Yankees, business people, 


nouveau riche with a somewhat dubious reputation for making their 


- money by gambling and other q uestionable meanse A writer in the 


New “ork Tribune noted that "In British social circles, Hoover was 
Imown as tthe rudest man in 4ondon’, a moet cause he was shy 
and was hard to speak to, and because he seidon sat at dinner 
table throughout the whole meal, but would ‘Siu be called away 
to the telephone several timese ‘then again, he would leave his 
guests q uite suddenly to jot dowm notes of matters he considered 


to important to postpones 


Rebuffed by tlie arbitorg oft London society, the Hoovers, 
2] i t : 


a _ as H175e, ms eis: , 
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made mene = . Se Nee ; ; 
Whenever possible, he insisted that his wife make a home. 
for him and his family, rather than living in a hotel or apartments 
Before his children reached school age, they ahd their mother 
almost invariably accompanied Hoover on any extended trip. iantieery. 
Mrs. Hoover was adaptible; she admired her energetic husband, and 
she had the knack of doing things easily. But as the two ons 


and Allan was born xkibmmxin 1907, named after 
(Herbert, Junion was born in 1903, and Abitvmmimxdh@aYjouime cient 


Nee 


smoithorin pax the uncle in West Branch who had boarded the orphaned” 


Herbert for a year after Huldah Hoover's death) 
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Hoover and itis wife was unusually close; to -Her husband, apt to 
fall into moody silences for iong stretches, Lou Hoover offered. 
sympathy and confidence, and above all, understanding; to his 
wife, Hoover offered trust and respect, and he relied deeply on 
her judgment. They lived among strangers, constantly moving, 
Hemmaxm wever a part of the community: they found stability and . 
the cure for loneliness with each other. 

When the two boys were old enough for school, the Hoovers. 
leased a large home on Hornton Street in London, mown as the 


eee 


Read “ouse, with a charming garden and a ample space for guests: 


They entertained a good deal. But the seeted iy prominent of London: 


before the first World War did not readily accept Ausey cariss for 
all the awkward, formal receptions and uneasy dinners tendered {by 
the Hoovers, the elite did. not respond with warmth Med eagerness. : 
The eee families Seonea down on the Hoovers as Yankees, 
busines’s people, nouveau riche on the periphery of the real 
builders of Empire, and with a soulewhat dubious reputation for 3 
making their fortuns by gambling and other equally questionable . 
meAanse 

Rebuffed by the arbitors of “ondon society, the Hoovers 
occa fell back on the American colony with whom they felt 
‘less uncomfortable. They ‘offered unstinting hospitality to travel~ 
ling. Stanford graduates and faculty members. The Red House became 
a haven for visiting Stantorditas, spantioutanty for Dr. Jordan. 


as” 


who gratefully praised the house on Hornton Street as "beloved 

of all Stanford men and women -- indeed of all Americans who 
paased that a The Hoovers were thoughtful of aig guests! : 
comfort, tol, ‘Adrant of the tourists! sceatee Oven compenagtay 
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open to their countrymeny’ who were only too happy for the ichanes.. me 


for their exclusion from British society “py secure their howie : 
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* Mad close to hime Theodore oover had graduated from Stanford in 


= ~1'76~ oo me 
rather angrily fell back on the American colony with vhomg they 
were more at ease. They smieemcd offered sager hospitality to 
travelling Stanford graduates and members of thre faculty. The .Red - 
House became a haven for visiting Stanfordites, particularly to 
Dr. Jordan wno gratefully séporaee that the house on Hornton 
Street was "beloved of all Stanford men and womon -- indeed of all 
Anericans who passed thut ways The ftoovers were considerate 
of their countrymen's comfort and interests, and since the British 


aristocracy rejected them, they entertaincd visiting notables and 


"interesting" Reaphe from home vino were only too happy for the ‘chance 


to visit a “real” London: tovm houses Dr. Jordan appreciated: "the 
use of the extra automobile"5® which “oover put at his disposal 
while he was in “ondone In 1915, the Hoovers rented an old Manor 
House in Stratford-on-Avon for the sumer, and 1t became the 

rendezvous of Stanford men and women, American engineers , and 


successful business mene 


In these years, Hoover again had his beloved older brother 


_1901 with a degree in geology. Se had married a Stanford girl, 

Mildred Bmmmksy Brooks of pereeres and by 1903 had pushed his wa, 
to the position of assistant manager (subsequently superintendent) 
of the Standard Consolidated Mining Company, at Bodie, Californias 


A small community of Stanford engineers and their wivos eae oe 


in Bodie and worked closely together --EBguars the Hoovers! | | 
at | 
younger sisted, May ct (now imown as Mary), and her husbande | 


Theodore was an able engineere By 1907 he had come to ~ondon as 


consulting engineer for Minerals Separation, Ltd. Like his brother 


Tneodore contributed frequent articles to mining journals; in | 
| 


1910, he took out British and U.S8< patents on a flotation process . 


he had developed. (and which wag used by the. Zinc Corporation) , & 
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and later Theodére published’ the First full-length book on the 
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subject. More important, Theodore and Herbert more and more joined 


forces, with Thedore, of course, in a lesser rolee Their names 
avgearaa increasingly on the same boards of directors; Herbert 
began to mand over his interests to his peeenene CAYO y, and. each 
man ‘included the otier in prontis ing deals or important opportin~ 
ities. Always, Herbert was able to do more for Theodure; it was 
Herbert who brought his brother on to the boards of the Burma 
“ines, the Zine Corporation, the Oroya Links, tho Nigguneiia mines, 
the ‘Hake View and Stare More andhore, a ag Herbort Hoover? 8 interasty 
expanded, he depended on Theodore to watch and protect his ~ . ¢ 
holdings. ; | 

In 1915, Merbert Hoover moved to California where he a 

build a 

intended to mnikaxh da permanent home on land he had leaded on the 
Stanford campuse He had decided to break away fron the “Hondon 
mining world and to aebtie:domn in his own country as an Americank= 
for the sake. of his wife, their sons, and his ovm future. As 
‘ he approached forty, he had won for himself the luxury of being 
able to plan his futures Though circumstances wer. to offer him . 
a far more imporéant career -than ne sa dreamed of for himself, 


Hoover had already put his business affairs in order and reapranged 


his arfairs in preparation for his new lifee 
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Listed in Skinner's British Mining , Journal and The Redbook of . 


listen ES Skinner's British . Wining een and ‘Phe Weabeel of < 


a hae a “Eonden as ‘follows: for theyear 1902 (published and dated one 
ae a Tater), Hoover served on three directorates; 1903 and 
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Throughout the decade 1904 to ioua, Hoover had grown in %g 


ew 


authority. 4e spent his travelling time profitably -~ writing 
articlés, and especially in reading. He neue without plan or 
airectiog, put ye indary, with particular attention to economics 
and history. He had a well-trained, retentive memory, 2 quick 
perception of facts. ‘He knew the exact details.of every eonpangle 

a _ operations ‘in which he was interested. or involved, nok only the 

| oS financial aspects, but,the status ma at the mine. 

| His syyness (often mistaken for modesty) did not wear off, 


+. 


Tae) Ag though he was Suyaporen and aggressive enough in a director! 3 
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Socially, he remained POSTAL ill-at-ease, almost surly, 
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: ; nis wamngi pedantic and heavy until he was reassured or in a small 
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ee ae ae: : Antimate’ ‘group ‘with whom he felt at ease. Then he was inclined 
& eee! ca _ Bo paints, to expand, Yondnot anemdotes eam con with a ~~ 
Be art Ae ne “ Mac eeuisin. laborious wit, spiced by sharp, biting. comment, rarely > “ 
a ” eA tami but: perceptive and tinged with cyniciam. His charm was 

* ; . ee i : ~Lecikye” ‘when. he WAs talxdge to one or two PoEsOnss ‘he had only : 
- : ; - 2 7 . stiffness and a haughty coldness when he was in the presence oF a 
Kae . : o : paneer group. He was inclined to ee his pencnene.s for. a 
: Hae Coos nthe el f=: 
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“seemed {to most, at least) a painful Separations: as he got only 
A ee, a@ slight response." ee 7 
i \? _ The arrangement pleased Beever. ‘Dr. ‘Sebnio would “certainly 


use his considerably influence in Hoover''s vetfalf. With Brannet i 
= tenure limited to: two years, Hoover could push his own andidacy 
ve withoutféar that another mumiits aspirant: would have time to 

rob him of his prize, and yet two years was sufficient, interval 

| after his election to tr Board of Trustees to avoid criticiame 


He already thought of himself as the next ‘president of Stanford, 
with only the formalities still to be arran gede 
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The Chinese experience ended when doover was twenty-seven. 
He had acquired a modest fortune: Noreing rewarded hin with 10,000 
sha Ares of stock wotth 55 a share on the London exchange. The young ma 
aod é 
Was now a partn~” in one of the largest firms of mining engineers 


and promoters in the world, a bona fide member-‘of that breve- 
little .group Of, GHDINE PULLGSES:s dis methods were soretines phouRat 
harsh by the | uni initiated, and perhaps too nimble and Sreeusnneues : 
meee tiezns were thrust upon him by the very backwardness of the 


people with whom he must déul and to whom he helped bring,-despite~ 


their lack.of-anpreciation, the benefits of a superior culture. 
= thon oN 
Progress must not be retardéd by the ignorance of those abowt«to 
fe : y 
be~blessedr-by having progress thrust upon then. At worst, Hoover 


could accuse himself of tricking the Chinese into salvation. By . 


ae eee 
persudding Chang, no matter vwith-what premises, to sell the “aiping 
properties to horeing, Hoover had saved His Lacellency from the 


Russians, 2 far sore: ruthiess and oresping lot than: the.. British | In 
prevt fedias trae 
thdnineties, business nothods /ntewbshe looked upon askanee in the 


white ian's world, were necessary and,even commendable Te a, 
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peecine ee in the ‘colonial East. Hoover was an imperialist} omebeus 

“Sh easy ass ricestl 

to caves: the system which a contemporary historian aptly 


described as “the greatest power in the world today, for it 


|amperialisn] combines with the force and inspiration of national 


“needs. and ideals a code of international conduct, siming at the 


spread of law and the maintenance of peace."°O If the pursuit of 
iuporialist expansion brought Hoover profit,, surely p-rsonal “tu. « 


oe Oe a 
e Daxset could. not be begrudged tnewan who uskered justice and pexce 


to the less fortunate races. 
ze It was exhilerating for Roover, so young in years, to 


“attain the goal he had dreaned of all his life, vaguely in his. 
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He had aeaiived a modest fortune: ‘voresue, rewarded: hiss with “aBsg0 god | 


shares of stock wobth BB a sas a on the London eens: The Sonne 2 
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Was now a partner in one of the Aprgost firas of nining enginebrs a 


. : and promoters in the world, a Bond fide member of that bravo S _ 


“harsh by on unthitiatea, and Serhens too nimble and over-shrewde. 
But the means wore thrust upon him by tho very baeyivardness of the . ey 


people with whom he must deal and to whom he helped bring, despite: = 
their lack of appreciation, tho benefits of a. superior cultures : : 
Progress aiee not be retarddd by the ignorance ey those about. to zs 4 
be blessed by having progress thrust upon therie At worst, Hoover 2 
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could accuse himself of tricking the ohincee into salvation. By 
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white man's world, were necessary. and even conmeridable when 
“practiced in the colonial Easte Hoover was on imperialist, anxious, fi! 

to advance: the system which a conteuporary historian ~aptly 

QE ee oe described as "the greatest power in the world, todey, for it 
rae os ‘[bupertalion] ‘combines with the force and inspiration of national, 
needa and ideals.a code of international conduct, nining 2% the. 
spread of. law and the maintenance, of peace,"22. If the pursuit ot, 


imperialist expansion brought, Hoover profit, surely pexsonal 
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_ It was exhijorating for Hooyer, so young in, spree] tol! 


‘ . attain the “Boal he nia! dreaned of all his, dite, agus’ 
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boyhood, romantically at Stanford -- only seven years had passed 


since he had graduated a penniless lad without a secure job or any’ 


, , ) 
id’2 where to get one. He did not permit success to surfeit him. 
His horizons broadened. But he wis proud that only two years after 
marriage his young wife knew she had made no mistake in choosing 


him and that with him, there was no height ‘to which they could not 
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confidently aspire. we 
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- $86 for his services. The China stockholders objected that the 
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By the time Hoovér left China in“1901, the Oriental 


Syndicate, to wiom Moreing had turned over control, of the Chinese: . 

Yagineering and Mining Company Ltd. of London, had issued 

1,000,000 shares of &1 each in accordance with the original 

terms of sale. Of these shares, S15, 000 were turned over to the 

old con; any am: China as the Eengrey provideds seven shares had 

been used be set up the Syndicates 50,000 shares were sot aside 3 

as a future yam gift to Chang and Detring as described below; 

and 250,000 shares were,listed as tho fully paid-up property 

of the Opiental seadined Sp. fines the London poard issued | 4500 y 00 

of! 6% enenvur oe. and each debenture carried a bonus of a,half- 
share of stock Acanother ShyfhA 250,000 shares, oe 25 porcent - 

of the entire Stock issue ‘ninimianmx handed to "“Prtends" wit hout 

‘cost to the recipient or recompense to the company. The reason 


for the open-handedness was the nedd to "persuade" investors to — 


risk money in China. The remaining 174,995 shares of the original 
1,000,000 (approximately -§875,000) went to Moreing as a brokerage. 


London board's Sere 
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depreciated ie value of the 575, 000, allotted to the old company 


and furthor denounced the sale of debentures as ncodlesse ee 


out J 


of the £500,000 raised by debentures, oKLy a ’ portifion of ths $8gh 


anount found its way into working capital, and no accountanpy ot 
was: Given as to the disposition of funds not spent in GHlinay Poke 
In July 1902, Detring wrote to tne solicitors represehting,. 


the London co.1pany accusing the +ondon board, ie a ‘tempting to -“), 


oe Fs 


squash the China board. “he sclicitors responded in 2 coneLliator 
manner, acknowledging that "It was'in order to maintain the right 
of yourselves [petring and Chang Yen-Hiao | and the Chines sO sharee 


holders that the \agreenont, [or February 19 2901] was madee'ihte 


agree —“vas. dated and. signed tho game day ag the, transf6x’ aids. 
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ig later in life he felt government ownership encouraged; nor was. oy 
" hevafraia of importing "inferior" labor, though at Stanford he . 
had’ agreed with Dr. Jordan's activities to exclude the Chinesé and’ 
Japanese from California. Of course, Australia was not his 
own country; his interest was merely to lower production costs 
for Bowick, Moreing, and not with the welfare of the 
Australian POORESs His first political Errsetes coming as 
it did from a ngontigadn," carried little weight in 
Australia. But Hoover began to think in political and economic 


térms, rather than in the narrow vocabulary of mining 


“techniques. — we 
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Herbert Hoover-had no way of knowing thut good fortune 
* would come his way agnin so soon after Jania had recommended 


oim to Bewiek,lioreing « True, nis vecord in Australia Wag S00d. ] 


He was nevertheless surprised und oxceecingly elated when Hore: ing 
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summoned him by cuble to vondon th ar crter of a big job in- 


Chinasite - new thet } “sreing } had recently. inisi ted north China on 5 


Paks 
As 


the invitution of La: Hung seine Liberal Slperoy of Chihli . ---~4 
province (ib turned out later tht befow: “ta cing the xem trip 
hoveing hud consulted with Lord. 8 Salisbury ang Jord Curzon, the 
British Prine Minister and Foreizm lMinist tere in China, Moreing 
had done hidutnost to p vpauade the Chinese government to open. 

up the rich ove regions to fopsign exploitation. Partly as a masni 

result of this visit during wich oveing invested 42 &100,000 

ab twelve percent in the profitable hawelne Ching Wart Tao harbor 
loan (secured by the rich Kaiping mins), the Chinese government - 
established a Hinesd Depertment, and-also authorized a sesiicvicds 
survey of sevor «1 provinces. The Saprone appointed Chang Yen-tiao 


to the newly created Bureau of Mines in Chihli province. Almost ‘, 
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dredging and land reclamation venture in caEesorns as participated in 


Company. eee 
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Among Hoover's _later interests was the Natomas Gompany, a gold=- -<- 


e 
ante 


an elaborate pimavhammasnnamhmexdbhex noma miaar reorganization pen : % 
x 
which guaranteed the original investors, including himself, full protectioi 


against loss, while placing the ou-sden of agpt and assesments on.the’ * 


xinamih smaller epernenor ete. So clase a friend as T.A. Rickard, editor és 
of’ The Wining and Scientif io Press in San Francisco, remarked that the 
methods-6F "juggling bonds in lieu of interest and awarding preferential “i 
treatwient to new investors over the first mortgage holders, reminded him o 
of the jingle: ~ & *» 

"Big bugs bah col ae bugs to bite ten; 

Little bugs Yave Littler DUES; 

And so on, ad infinitun.” 


Rickard added caustically that the pevomes Company's practice 


“by which peer on debts can be met by merely eneaeine more debts , |r. 
opeyed up "a delightful field for financing. 


aah 
sized bonuses during the ee of financial reorganization, expertly 


roves the Natomas ‘directors on methods of financing: 


"23 Hoover, who took good- 


he had become an ae 


authority on every possible money-raising technique by which the "insiders! 


were amply protected and only the "idiots" 


took the risks. 
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an. | Augtralian by birth and eaucatea at ‘King's College 


was a determined, sad~fdved, pleasant man with a 


tonpormry—iewete Limtt-removelby-niaapector's of: surface ore 


beyond. the. depth of ten feet; and since the legislators were re= 


vising basic legislation, company spokesme further proposed to 
allow a company to employ only one man ~ 

for every twelve acres: (instead of 
fo . 


one man forevery three. — 
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who iesated in ‘mining stocks | Responding te fen romiest by. the - 
editor of The Mining Magazine , he distinguished between eo : 
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market with 1vs inflated prices. Of all tne projects in which 
Hoover was interested, and in which he acted as a director and a 


major stockholder, none brought him geeater returns. 
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the Zinc Corporation prospered, the airectors withheld 
Ante 
a pr n of profits fvemtie=skarcholders~aa a reserve, WS:$h~ 
iby AMEE hal Abs 


this—suxrpiirs;~--the Varta ier invest in other companies, Net rme 
hy lei, . 


new projects—wi- f the Zinc eoper anes ee 
, Ut Ute, b, npachibcnd Ay 
trarisacigions did—not-require~the ' Ee oy aetna haat ene 


[ ict) mesentrrarreteonars # chs etl ee AAL “pe 1 At $he ehdkes 
G t 
orporation's shareholders, whase funds were alBEL fo a) ee rganise firtig 
Zine Noe 1, Ltd (FeAe Govett, Hoover, and his brother, fT cides 
the Granbill Company (Govett and Noover, directors); 
Hoover, directors); /the Natomas Company (Hoover, director); the 


Inter«California Trust (Hoover a Theodore Hoover, directors )}3 


and other similar ventures. the” tnvestuente Pero benefit 
mo 4 wt 
tee shareholders of- the Zinc Corporation, since for the most part 


the-prejecsts had anrontunace histories... ability to’ 
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sss markot with its inflated prices. Of all the projects in which 


ut 


Hoover was interested, and in witich he acted as a director and a 
riajor stockholder, none brought him groater returns. ' 
As the Zinc Corporation prospered, the directors withheld 
a groportion of profits fom the shureholders as a reserves With © 
, bvhis surplus, the atroctors invested in other companics, financing 
new projects with the funds of the Zinc Corpor ition. These 
transactions did not require the specific apreevent of the 
Corporstionts sharehoidors, whose funds were used to organize 
Zinc Ho. 1, Lid (Feis obo pet ad. and-his brother, ‘Theodore 


the Gran»sill Company (Govett and “oover, directors); 
Hoover, directors);/the iatonas Company (Hoover, director); the 


iy 


Inter=California Pimst (Hoover ard Theodore stoover, directors) 
and other similar ventures. The investments did not benefit 
A : 


the shareholdezs of ti:e Zine Corporation, since for the most part 


the projects nad unfortunate histories. The ability to 
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"outsiders" 7- to-be-expected now and then in the search for golde 
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This seinen which resulted in gigantéc. an sustained profits 


after years of. discouragement, was puskad in its ke years DY 
4 Kony £100 LAE ie 


oe. ‘maintained a stubborn confidence that sroonsive faihiresswould - 
trae ff db os 


“By Nw igbo. an enormously successful undertaking. Up to the time poeta? 


became engrossed in the kim ‘possibility of reclaiming valuable ore from 
the mountaans of tailing: discaried by gold mining companies, only feeble 


attempts Yad been made to extract inc, silver, and copper from the 
residues of gold reBining plants, These endeavors had been on a small 


scale .dnd the results were neither ad nor sufficiently profitabb 


, 


to encourage more samitiows reclamation projects. In 1905, Brownie tay ho makes 
largely because Hoover insisted that tailings ould yield handsome profits, 
Bewi.ck,Moreing & Co. acquired sihxim slimes and mill residues of the Broken 
Hill and other companies -- about two million tons with a 2mxk contract 
for more tailings as the residues accrued. the problem Was to treat 


the tailings efficiently to extract metals, particularly zinc. Hoover 5 


Bavored the Potter process; Umit in practice the method proved impractical. 


Hoover blamed the failure on the local superintendent, A.L. Queneau, who wa 
dis¢missed; then Hoover urged transforming the reclamation plants to the 
Cattpiole flobation process, Aften a trial, this treatment also BE 


prome@ Inacequates Finally, Hoover “{ntroducéd the Elmore process, and 


at=iest his persistence was rewarded. thereafter, the Zinc Corporation 


wiedl Seeeyeatye rt — AMERLE Be See a 


worked tailings akdmpneastve- pro firs. ‘ ra . % 
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“For seme four~or-five years aur cline eumerens-eenew inant 3 


the shareholders of the Zinc G6rporation were asked to accept one ' 


disappointment after anothvr, and each geiebaek required the raising of 
additional capitate Throughout” this= period, H,over held, his stock ig “the 
enterprises We nad cost him es acre aeet wena schemes were 

so are neee tat the insiders bore little of the assesment burden or dah 
wire, able to dees Tp payments, ;Bae Fhe: "outsiders" were not so 


fortunate: many shareholders abscoveréa ee they had insufficient 
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rs that. his firm 


peminded stockholde 
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resources to meet the assesments and withstand the depreciation of their 


original capital -~ as a result, a majority of the Zinc Corporation's 
+ Ute ans 
original shavehotdexsg did not survive to enjoy the subsequent profits. 
ign 4 
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In 1909, wren. the Elsmore process hed proved itself, Hoover met. 
pat 
te the, directors of other xina—zinc=compani es of Germany, England, Frdneg 
. Ah reel frei aw -up ve 
and Pelgiun Cea ties a cartel agreement curtailing t= world zinc P 


in order to maintain high prices yand—therebyincrease the. préfits~of 


the~momopE Lists. The cartel functioned until the outbreak of dhe World 
rho ay hl Het Hy Adi tte dt ws eth C Lica fides fe 
War ere the British government stepped wte=edncel--the.. arrangement. fauy, 
wicttrn? fl 
The brealsing-ef-tresvantel—bmamedn:- did not harm the Zinc Corporation, 


Orek, dsuprttig fe os hehe if ala? 
which increased its holdmn on the industry whemxabhexmaxz as war purchases 


x ofa L eepaclieds thd nytt pend oe wer prurect t. 
rkKet. Of all the projects in which Hoover was 
a a 
amainrashonr ere in kx which he ac ed as/director and/ma jor 


stockholder, none xmmamedounsme brought him greater returns « trimi=the 
—Zine..Cerpopation. 
7+ Squeezing out Small Investors! The Oroya~Browhhill Gold 


Nv‘ . 20 
ming Company ats 
After Hoover sold his ae aa ats g in Bewick, Noreing in 1908, he 


joined his sas George P. Doolette, an older ane highly ee 

mine promoter, in several projects. Among the most importdnt, was the 
Oroya~BrownRill Company, in which Hoover later replaced Sc ae a 
chairman after the older reesei ns The Oroya-Srownhill was /2 
holding Saran company ainda Hoover and Doolette used in much the same 

Way as Moreing hag used the Londgnam# and West Australian Exploration 
Company. Hoover acted as comaeind Sonor» for which he was paid 
approximately $10, 000, a comisiihay a en es=vall-a substantial 

fee for RE ae “8. asrectous forieinatiy, the Croya~Brownhill | 
Company owned some worked-out mines in Australia, whivirnet no longer be ,, 
mired profitably. However, the sohseny aise [ells ae large cash reserve . 


and liquid assets amounting to £300,000. Despite protests from minority 
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nohtis -- under Bewick,Moreing's nenagenent;. Bioduetion fell. below providoy 


wneabissactory levels. The directors ‘addressed Zt “etter to the local manager’ 
in Austrlia demanding detailed information, The=direetors received no answer 
until the middle of June, and then only actidentally. The local superinten=% 5 
dent had, BONONGM: responded to the aaPeeKers. request, forwarding his views’ 


through his “euployers, Bewick,Moreing &e Co. in “ondon; but the Bewick, 
‘Ree 


Moreing office did not deliver his letter to the Golden “orseshoe hives 
wee 
‘probably because the local samperintendént expressed doubt that Bewick, te 


Moreing could reduce working costs and increase production at the mine ageh 
despite.Hoover's insistent promises. When the alarmed directors finally 
read the letter, they concluaéé that Bethick »Morefng & Co. was not angious 
aie ws pnmadde. Aas hisevetey 
to show good results for tire tolden-Horséshoe itmne -- sxpoay reset would 
convince the shareholders that the Golden Horseshoe was. a poor investment, 
whereupon the stock would @epreciate anti Bewick sipreing could buy up the 
shares cheaply aaa gain zmxinsihs control of the property. The chaimman of 
the. board charged that "Messrs. Bewick,Moreing & Co. were Jaying themselves 
put to be masters of the property, and "ne [Sir John Purcel and his 
colleagues were determined not to allow this. He unceasingly persisted in 


endeavoring ‘to enforce obedience to the orders’of the board. His efforts, 
aS. as | 
however, were fruitless. He found that the instructions of the directors xem, 


toyaccounts a and returns were not complied withe The auditors “complained that! 


teens 


z ee were not 3 beint supplied. with “properxaax vouchers. ve ‘copy of that: 


“ alettes | WAS ° gent to lessrs. Bewick jNoreing & COs, but without result. 


ag 


f 
“Moreover, aevelopménts were not being maintained as guaranteed." 


rarer’ 


-< “The directors dismissed Bewick »Moreing as general managers. Hoover 


coe 


and ‘his partner, Wellsted, declined to surrender the mine, and Hoover went 
so far as to state that the directors would have "to force them out." 


In the Races ‘Bewick »Moreing withdrew, despite Hoover's imitind defiance. } 


ee ne 


* Hoover was” “partieularly—concerned. with. the Goldern Horsesnow 
engineering partrrers ‘At a 
affair, since he was Rewick,Moreing!s. active: smghnarmunnkhnenkaaniie 


“subsequent meeting of the Golden Horseshoe board, the charrman 


1 


* accused Bewick,Moreing of neglecting to mllokk _aphes (to remove waste dirt 


and rubbish from the mine ) and to timber adequately. The government ; 


Stee had twice warned Bewick; ;Moreing of the consequences of ux’ such 


ey heehee, ana of the danger to the lives of worlmen. But “the firm 
real 
: 


* nad’ ro jected these’ vistinings. me 
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,The Boulder Perseverance mine, was managed by Bewick,Moreing & Co.’ 


ty 
4 
< 


ef lreh, Mig, @. 
which also owned a large bloc a2 in the Perseverance Company. Pr a 
reports on=the=mine- varied from the most optimistic estimates of future a 


yelilds to alarmist "confessions" that the mine was almott worthless. These 
Ow BE awh pel, HA : mia ChuclAd Share © 
reports .airevedinsiders!'to—speeutetesin- Perseverance, sharesuwhten - 
Oma bavibdeli,s poral bin Me ““Cusardsces ie a 
fluctuated wildly, with the infleti prdoflatxerary>reports. mm hhe 
mene 


sR. 


pne> local managers secretak drew on gold reserves to boost reports 
| san of monthly yields: that is, gold previously adined and revorted. 
‘was added to current operations (this ruse was known as "salting"), and 

shareholders were misled to believe that the mine's yield per ton 

exceeded xminamxntm what was actually being realized. Bewiok,Moreinant—Cow 

édiwo~aeliberrtely~* 4thhelda information “oh the boas SsieuAELOH~at—the-mine 

; ro bloc.of_stoek- ! 
_in ordcb-to-manipalats thé" Bewick ;Moreing-knidimgs-before—the—shareholders 

learned the facts. Not surprisingly; "ad scandal resulted: the investigatton 
- that followed did not~-veflect-paxticular credit on themethods. sticihn~. 
parsued by the two main Bewick,Moreing-partners;—Moreing dnd Hoover. 

| Gastomarilly, reports on-minreytroids differentiated between 
declared and ‘actual output -- the purpose wen to eliminate misleading 
: ee etnies U 

variations in repose mine yields wnich inveitably fluctuated: sin» 
-properttomto the gold ‘content of the ore. Whenever the margin between 
aobual output mac exceeded the reported output, the surplus was added to 


the minets bullion reserve, which in turn was drawn upon to bolster 


a subsequent lower yield. Shareholders expected to be informed of the 
“Ube fed th t wducery Aten wap ‘ 
existence of a bullion reserve, its size, and daretettions. But at 
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Ge 


40 


“the Perseverance mine’, the local. ‘manager ts mone=yose used ‘the imGee 


“BEL le La OMe HAdae” 

: i - gold reserve of 21,000 ounces Avo salt mim reported mine “yields, for the 

: a. smkaxnt sole purpose of falsely convincing the shareholders th hat qe 
cc NN ETN + rn enna Sl RRA AENEID EEL SETTER NTIS AIO: we Lin. wlsslaiiatntbacnaaar tas oesaada’s fi 


oie Beplot ting a Holsing company: The Tendon and West Atistra iden 


Bxploration Company, Lta.! ; 

ae loreing set up the London and West fustralian | Exploretion 
Company, Ltae with himself as chairman and with ‘contro Birmly in ghee 
his own hands. fhe Exploration Company had numerous functions, all of | 
them designed to cushion ae risks taken by Moreing and his fellow 
Ke directors, as well be assuring these "insiders" the maximum opportunigy 
- toamtoy t handsome profits. For example, ‘Bewick, Horeine & Cos bought 
‘ the Sons of: Gwalia gold mine through’ the Exploration. ‘Company, which — 
“thereupon! sold ‘the mine to a newly formed operating company; the sale ren 
" recompensed the Exploration Company for its initial. iventuict/- ee 
future risks, but Soe and his associated | retained sonbbol ling 
interest. din the mine. } 

Shareholders in the Exploration Company were often victimized 
by having shares with ame a doubtful future and. shares doomed to 
depreciate dumped on the holding: company; more promising holdings owned 
by the Exploration company were frequently sold to the private accounts 
of che, Ninstdors" just before a large dividend payment fell due or on the 
eve of a significant market. ‘Tise. In 1902, Bo cite one instance, the 


“Bwploration | Company owned 57, 500° siaced of the. ‘Sons of Gwalia when the. 


pew Exploration Company's directors ie 


mine's earning. copacity was considered donbita) . (The /Abimanbems cin fa miss 
‘muinmaxaiuadxtine had, in fact, reva lied tne" bioe of Sons. of Gwalia smh. 
- _shareswitaking 9 a: -B9Q,000 loss. The following year, ‘In: 1903, Moreing 

: ita | 
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‘rchasers were also meubers 
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“Rumors ct réulatel chat theap-matse  fortmate 
-of the Byploration Company's board. | 
' The holding company device permitted "insiders" like “oreing 


to dump securities a@nto the laps of ordinpiry shareholders -- the 
Wh fK i 
"idiots," as Hoover called them. When fe securities be aaa total-less, 
tte ire dang” Hance: Ay ‘ 
More ing_.jed—shomb keh shunted-sheres.off-mns<on others; 3 when the 
ha ye a vod 
securities appreciated and yielded dividends, ae them back 


a 


“at a reasonable price” and pocketed the profits. 
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ooo Leet oo ee ee é oe epee ee 
their informition of the real situation for’ "chase 0 own portity « eviden tly : 
ee ro ae they make : 
“Hoover and Moreing relt that they. had in much. ol gain” convincing the 
/ : 
perseverance poard to appoint Bewick,Moreing & Co. genera managers of the 
“property jafter mhst of the gold 
Byapaysyaxtts spasinze seal reseave had been ‘ppaudulently exhausteds’ 
fia supte Thy cranes: phe Chews BAT Cle ran, 2teer 
In ‘fact, Bewick, Moreing agreed,.to.: tomme.25—menagems Vaskolmsinowed an 
hh dh dyemss | » Bani A padetovw 
: operational LossA they received &5000 a years, ye aoe paid thehye den: 
met Nag Nichols, . dg acting ag manag COPS 
ai perintendent, Ralph Nteheihdx B6000 a aoa. But _ 
Bewick,Moreing gained precise information on the mine that. could be eee 
winkhn to advantage as the shares rose and fell on the market. Bewick,Moreing 
: éncouraged such fluctuations. In. June 1904, Nichols and W.d- Loring, a 
ae | Bewick,Moreing staff member, estimated that the Perseverance would yield 
ee less gold ‘tha f had previously been predicted. This pessimistic appraisal 


encouraged the bears among the apoio ths stock depreciated with ° 
'- Bewick Moreing and ‘other "insiders’ ' bravely buying’ shares at low prices. 
Three months later, Bewick, Moreing released news that the mine eae 
‘favorable’ developments in depth -- the shares rose ang Bewick,Moreing 
"manila ded she@r Perseverance holdings at gonsiderable gaing Immediately 


Meld ty Le 
thereafter, the mine's yield was disbeirekas to lbo-teoe—thenr isa leona 


prediabed. and the shares fell once again. ’ 


Oe Rohe hn AA Aa EC SH IES 


5s 


During the course of these fhe tuations, ‘Bewick, Moreing batt 

a. : fe uw ds wt etd eer By wus 

"received iscouraging news, about, the x mine from the tocal. managerg, but 

" Hed withheld 1 this information from the public and the. stockholders: Song’ 

. thd: fawn’ iggy oF an veri al a 
enough to ESE. "after the rich “chutes of the mine were exhausted, and 


with imowledge of falling output during the~ beginning of 1904, directors 
"withheld tie dann all thig. information and placed ‘before tre shareholders 


an annual report on March 25, 1904, which was optimistic and promised 


| dump Improving - values sna reduced costs in the future...The change inthe 


Ate teces ese enmmmanens ABR aman * 


Bos been 
Bewick, ‘Moreing had/paid generously ‘for hed managewent ot 


“the mine Had the “nine proved as profitable s~ Hoover hed predicted, ee 


= Bewick, Moreing partner's would undoubtedly have BRE held. @ generous slice = 
“of the stock, since xk Moreing placed seven-elgnths of ‘the original 
issue with his holding pompany the London and West: Rustralian Ex sploration 


va! Cede \ ce ws 


Company, Ltd. But, the "outsiders" Bex shouldered the burden offs Liawe -- 


ae ener | 

Ow Tay ame the risk throughout the years of development and promotion. Loewrek, 
u 
gee ere To be sure, nOevenT ee continual 
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not dead, is a aying,” rnals » horeing 


bee j : 
rans. a chance. 8 0m them Rel sade) 2 Lstributing 


‘deep: Leads eaeuines throughout the ‘Life of the project. ‘there was nothing 
a aa! ra : 
wrong in ‘the detempt to tap the deep leads} f a criticism 


7 bee AM 


ori wal te Li 
magainet the promotion propaganda e=—Hinnin Eeover and 


Moreing both of whom had. predicted untold wealth while failing to ‘awell 
on the speculative nature of the experinent. But then, mine promoters aid 


* not pretend to. act as pguardians: of Speculators! capital. Had tie deep 


, leads project suecéeded, lioreing and Hoover would have been regarded as 


Thanh 
_ Prophets and eee ban as it was, they undoubtedly. cansidenid. the geep. 
in 
had a better than even chance ads success. Shey Cou odwanly 
3 Ake Latled. ae the” Arwd ip Bhool i ee Le 


“feature as fanother atsappoisitment mare ‘the Lponsa “of the 


MR EINE 


nied Peron 


=) were used ee ewic ploveing to. 
; a ea 2 : em, Mtiek : 28h 
ic. tat thie “gold” ‘could be mine, Apaatineh the “DLO fectwas 


begs Coa fortmmmationt. Lindgren,perhaps- out. of friendship 
/. for “oover, allowed is name | ‘to be used, as a promotion ‘stunt by Bewick, 


‘Moreing,. which dia not add , iustre “to his reputation. 


‘ In 1905, Hoover ‘visited the deep lieads sites; he expréssed . 
ninesie, favorably and optimistically impressed by the ‘BEE pos sibilities. 
na of operons, these mines. Bewick »Moreing promoted various companies 
to raise: ‘the necessary capital -- among them the. Victorian Deep Leads 
Company, the Madame Rie Berry Deep, Leads Company, and the Loddon Valley 
and Moprlort Company, the latter ‘taken over from another mining promeuer. 
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"Whitaker Wright, who had attempted to work the deep leads and had Fer teas 


“By 1907, Moreing told a shareholders! mesting that the greatest 


“difficulty -- pumping water out of the deep leads -- had been overcome, — 
~ and extraction of .gold could now proceed. the first restits Preve ed dis- 
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Waen the ‘directors of the Golder Honseshoo reported on their 


yee 


Seer ee with Bewick, Horeing bobhe-sharehobaess in 1905, a Mreo : 

unt Re in, ge 

Helby ‘oak "he noticed tn: the Chairman's remarks ua he referrec 
Sates 

to ne aims Hoover; he presumed that he ,Wasessethe samo: person. peferrs 


ne iam atte 


ra 


“By 10s, after over two years of > boosting, the Lancefield 


"mine had not solved its PEOaUe ESS) proBlems. Bewick Moreing jsitiounsed,” 
e «l. Oudtes job 
a QDy. “that | "as the result of a personal inspection of the mine aie 
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expressions i absolute conftcents in the @ Tancefiela!s 90 sibilities 


-poxpuaded sharenolders to invest in the mine + 
He did not, however, ganble on: his own. judgment --. ne 


Ao aoubt,. Hoover believed © 


his predictions« 


lett the gambling to. others. 
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tides wity. a. great deal of fanfare, Bewick, Mo reing & Gow acquired © 
es in the Victoria region of Australia, 


oe the. _propemey of ‘gix different compant: 
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_hoidt SSG USTLES Pan OT provectiga ‘Of the minmmtemes “Lares 
saan was /ase 


| 
/. ®he Insiders Operate. a ae Qomany! ‘The “onion and West Australian | 


ranean BEV pel ad eee 
oa Waly ae 
The Exploration Company Was set, up h. More ing, ae ae and With «he 


control firmly in the hands of his company: The txploration—ompany. Was 
sinmiuninania_convontoncduto-dietrtinde- Leases emus aba Fgnent 
Aas | \ransnoidens in the Exploration Company were : 
eon tes aby by ee See eT amped, on 

mn ek tage rey Ore f 


+s As an example, 


the Explovation Company owned, 57, 500 shares of the Séns of Gwalia mine in 
mle, 
1902 when the - 


sd/7weno considered only fair. In 1903, ab the annual 
pars fy tractors: - A gehen 
meeting of ‘the Explovation Company, the. atree tans announced that-shey nx 
ies: thuas~ 
petatted . only. 15,441 shanse~of-sbhe Sons of Gwalia: - _— fn. the interim, the 
‘ ekg had. opine Sok et more than, doubLedin in jannik. whize the market price 


of the. bhoc ofeshans 


gold was £40, 000, the Exploration Company 


“ EAT Heiateficten 
nad.-rdarized £18,000 on the Sale. ioreing claimed jb wae no& his doing 


* since: he oS out of the. country at. the time ,the-transaghibnwis-hendled, cas 


oH Ties Cadel 
| ta is interesting to note that Mole ne Saag atcae-shanes had doubled... 


ends wed hy, he it-wasnleowacdebhst Bewick,Moreing & Co. bad 


a : Ge Jena rf yee oee 
increased Lts: holdings of tux | thegp_shenss e- ata pride far below the market: 


: awk 4} clas srbipes anes mynd f s+ 

[ne same ve SaaS. the Explovation Company's holdings. 6 arf in the 
“e S Wnts vd MAN whtvg ro : 

Cosmopolitéan mine! when the shares Ha ai b ‘the dtrentorgnot 


j x bey } mts : 
_the, Exphoration Company suddenly sais at a price that did not. take full 


* 
advantage of the market. a “ht oo | 
a Agbueday, the nolding lcoupany Geaciumagaiminteh device ~- and the wxplora, 
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ic tion Ccapans was ee ae else -- permitted xkhr, 
doubtful 
dump/securities held 


the Exploration companys In the event the doubtful securities ne era 


hie CuadeTo wnt dddivy troy 
with the ska (stockholders. of&the—hoiding-company, In the ee =be 


+ rose : 
‘doubtful securities spxmeenimtat in vate, a > 
could buy back at a "reasonable price" , take faz 
“oreing mmuykht the securities huxk/frem-bhe-Expiorsthen Company and tose mO§ 8: 
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ao fence puis tof execu eg 
At.times, the Exploration Company ¥ its sae oh ty one. tt iy 
du, Cahn “} Miwtdas tiers ots! Bahn 
ing tance, itr took a paper imamenf loss of £99,00 ger cortaln stheie areas L 
peeperrbhy cytes edt ft 
anotherstime the Company resaiued sharés dewnwavd by BLOOQOOO. Ths + 


~ Refvalua tion - ‘naturally affected .the sa mated “Es Here shares. Nenwtitcen 


Woreing, By knowing ahead. of time that ash rebvaluabien would bake place, | a 
pout te tar ditt Wr eK. nrc Cy de fit aa 
Mec ouad anticipate t emarket\and itmneby ant!sccordingly. . ty 
jn CES ene eer es aioe . 
"esa rrr 7g 
In addition +s a position da>Ramhakxkhe various . 7 


Myaies \ 
companies mann eT a ey information on mee ventures, _ 
which-te-vun}d.use-to-ddvantage. 2 Aowedchisneto manipulate . 
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his stock holdings, Em se#l Stock he knew mast would depreciate to the 
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AS a matter of course,: 


‘in: politics and ecénonites Hie <atiaxihian 


accepted: spe whompetnt of  bapilns operators. Timimiiarn 1 


- thie. ue wtngy he had skm.co teript saicnimeso is: 


LOTS ip & srsomantn. yoagthaignée ma wisitiihinit 
cdi sg nataral ly ‘gp ton 2h hose with == 
‘oe Anim ab anaiey, anichx less | ‘eination, legs“ ainbition. He 

: ‘Dr. sonian’s ee about ths. "Devil's Poor," and: 


class 
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ooktcieds As @ nattes of course, he: decepted the mks, viewpoint 1 
Sa of the: mine. operators. For the miners he had steimsintenipn 


-for-the-mhnmsa-nen=whe_worked_-the-smines~ ot 
sontenpt /asturad to @ successful young. man, who had only to | * | 


\s " wet go into the mines as a Laborer wir 8 | 
years | before. been: forced to and~had, managed 


oe Te ee 


a tin «= He rensibéred. 


Bes Jordans amaamimnti teachings. about the" Deyi2is Poor's ‘he 
baacett 
“beleived,.. particularly. now. ‘that ne “ss full-fleaged 


tee “le 
engineer,, that. mak inen.' . : % achievedrthe.lewel they 
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worked, for wages were 
ane rae 
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Lut j itten % fe” 
rng re. oxganized trade unions. to. fovea ,niaher wages. on-the=compenies, 


’ they were. tegtie to get something for nothings © 
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. epi whe background ‘of college. and before that, «s 
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htt the. frontier se Df ‘Minthorn, the net speculator, ana * 
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- -sbout-unions ,_srcept that 2 7 mar ae 
considered unmexgebiarly eutln inthe. United-Sti-tessuthé, Unio: 
rigvenénb—tnitmabtie-tiad-ghtd1—amaT-Shd BER gax?for the mostZpart~ 
jgonfined-bo-the*mnatior“Rist=and-midaiS-wast. He wae utterly 
unprepared for: thanansimniitenxhs what he found in Australias. 


, . & well-developed wnton- movement »- socialist in Neal, 
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_ be managed" more easily: Lmrcenix 
a -prccitenation,, Hoovex had Little patience with anything. that 
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a J Wilson of his availability fora jak position in the war administration 
y : . | The, Americl bs entrance into tne war meant that Hoover’ could no longer | 
| \ actively partieipate in Beigiun relief. ‘Besides, now that he -had 


éreuiesed the Ge Re Be and’ mucneserulay, conducted its affairs: for ‘ 
1 BWo! and ZY hale years, Hoover was dohdedaafichibs xmxkomentin guste willing 
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40) oes take on a new position. Anbassador' FSEe had warmly 
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recomended Hoover to Wilson: there were, rumors in Yondon that he 
a would, be given a high place in ihe governnent. Auk mmnonned scone . 
vi Ss me weeks, ‘before the _deslaraction of war, the Yqtiemad, newly 2 
a Organized Council of Napignad Defense had. asked him to investigate 
é a Allied food requirements: ene to report"on them ately This 
Le of veommission ‘kept ‘Hoover An London fora few weeks after yitx. the . 
F 5 3 May 5, 1917 . 

United, States entered the war, but by Maxmitxinex he had ies in 
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de awl his countrymen -- that ke could force a democratic peace on ‘the 
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European iporiglists, a just, generous, stable peace. In his fervor, 


Wilson confidently anticipated ‘bestowing the benefits of an 


ehlarged "New Freddom" on manking everywhere. The war, in Wilson's 

a imposed icin ped Stabcs a sacred opportunity - -- and auLy -- 
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Herbert Hover was not by inclif{tion an idealist or a 
“g@reamer. Un 1914, ‘he had judged war wasteful, apg dangerous to the 
stability of the capitalist) pyodemy but as the war Progressed he 


robs that an Allied victory was imperative, kemoeminbeeinoer 
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United States. President weanons noble sentiments gaxe a high moral 


» — i ‘ ‘ : 
'. « “tone pe Hoover's Fosse aaa -~- which he shared with other men 


in g similar economic position, - 
gih-nak coop day wnt 
the—rar-witbheutdetey, Wilson's ‘ener VAP the realism of 
fide Linde By atthiess heres GCA aT 
we financiers and industrialis 84 e€ same road, Lembo 


reteeen. At ‘the beginning of 1917, the Allies were Ler ete hard~ 
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on the eastern front and the Allies foresaw & Saxman xmmnbxmbihon xx | 
powerful German offensive ctnisiotineoden at knocking France eut of the 
war. To turn. back the Gemnan attack, the western powers trst—eeh 
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organized for war,wéseh its vast productive power Ssmercrraenrert, 
materiel, am@ its manpower ‘mobilized to replace the, shattered and 
worn-out British and French divisions, in-the—troneles. 

| Hoover's patriotism mounted with Allied difficulties. 
‘When he read Wilsori's speech chexhamin gamer asking for a declaration 
of war, Hoover cabled his {app oval "Por two and a half years," he 
ron. pa rdonable exaggeration, dw "we [ the members’ of the 
’ Belgian Keller Conmission / nave ‘eeng obliged to remain silent 
witnesses of the charatter of the forces dominating this war, but we 
are now at Liberty to state that, alothough we break with regret 
our association with ee German individuals who have given sympathetic 
support tog our work, yet your messages enanciates our conviction, 
born of our intimate experiences and contact, that there is no hope. 
for democracy and liberalism, ana consequently for the real peace and 
safety of our country, saiese the system which brought the world into. rs 


this unfathomable misery can be stamped out once and for all." 
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! tho-imerteampeopie, Ss a whole, ermemeed the Yresident's 
Jom a As im doy be sure, a ood-sized minority ‘resisted 
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hy Maitsonrts trusme cocina "bring peace and safety to all nations and 
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4 make the world itself at last free." The Geyman-Aneri.cans/ ene rish, * 
stucexaspa on hmmm mint acer hated 
: deeamaeoena the pacifists MALES ENO? the radicals in the labor 
; ne naxsnantrandandchine seanihenntmne Lenker beanrinper taktsty @REX 


«at Os xsxaxntmperixhtet movement condemned tha gipenibowobumeshormpas 
3, <tge | a bs fay lin 


Vo wisbahogromp-o€ imperialists s abould 
a r Y worldix markets. But the cunt ie of cnet ‘believed staaenle 


ar - Hoover masini eat oedehaee “shared the en tiag nei: Tin ato bre seGacbladie 
Bet Alw w 
aan, he recognized’ ey ‘for all Wilson's ledadage 
rhetoric, t eae States’ had yee stakes in an Allied victory. 
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first 
Ki The/Russian Peeciaeion Metarch 1917 xioxrenhenedx oonldanecubtoinwe 


wt 
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American trade, alnost éxclusively to the Allies, sincam@ietSgx American 
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|, financiers had a ings iufestusnt in she British and “yench, sat over 


$1,500, 000,000 ren Aviorman victory would wipe out these loans. 
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[pe U.S. State Department still remembered Germany's hostile attitude 


during the Spanish-American wary. ee ee ee 
s. If Britain samcém 


‘managed to cxush nernany, the British remained dependent on the 


U.S. fleet 2mxrmihentex to ‘defend rF preserve the Empire, 
mark i be’ 
Zn ptabovomanhindn ap Syschmninish atari ied Rkaccemrbodn te faba 
nakexesmmtent schol: neavely in debt to. the american bmanicemsmandn bine 
An Allied victory ta. Europe between “reat Ypitain 
Treasury. Rix Eudes sine ¥ xfita be xrimadmnnxsurkmno dine km 
2 dad vock thio Rene meat ence mean obbeciie rmammEmp ix fit mame xls yooh 
” and “yance -- and a divided Europe shat beped-demmmee would harmochor 
ichendinsihedxStabemntamntionnecadmends provide a rich market for 


Cone eee ee en ee American tnaustrieldete ‘and ‘bankers. 
' Suche Over a victorious Yermany, the United States would hewre less 

of a hold: Europe ee ee aay eT em, re rey (ne 

ionanppaynchanmerdaxant would be mngar , 
- _ financed and supllied by thaxtisomanming German capitalism.(By 


os investment, emotion, and hard-headed reckoning the United States was 
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Ce gues . Himamem Moxan The basis of the Am erjcan decision was clear 
.ytet * enough? American interests would benefit ser more from an Allied 
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lies f xa thecfullest aide 


mag desperate need of the 
The press had prepared the people “for ‘tape: war with 

weeounte of German atrocities and with tirades against ‘Eh submarine 
| ‘menane.-The * yesident had convinced himself that he would salvag e 


' from the imperialist conflict @ democratic peacey and xh sinker 
an his rbghteousness he would be able to-oxpuadt Mrs miley oace pres | bay.” 
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fciers, bolstered: their hopes for a larger 
o assured. ‘ 4 . 
fae, and a then that byzmesen ing ney. could, ‘ 
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protested’ American Figa 


Shane of" world t 


- noubredity (based on his feeling that war was wasteful and 


threatened the stability of capitalism and the rule of the gouthe) 
only ‘when he was convinced that a German ntoveny. weoumhidtm a mata xm 
gnéangered, "constructive" Ameri€ans like hinself. Hoover accepted 
‘President WA1son! s noble words readily enough, and having seahmad 
determined that nobility, and. realism did not conflict, he ime ibiefix 


wi tg 


brave WoRdSsgnd& eager to translate 


types gO his own stumbling prose. He cabled fiomuem the ¥pesident 
hfs. warm: ener ni of the war ‘declaration: "For two and a half 
years," he wrote with pardonable exaggeration, "we the members 

of the Belgian Relief Commission ' have been obliged to remain,’ 
silent witnesses of the character of the forces dominating this var, | 
but we are now at acai to state that, although we xmagmeh break with | 
regret our associat on with many German individuals who have given * 
s mpathetic Suppor to. our Work y yet your message enunciates our 
convigtion, born of our intimate experience and contact, “phat there 
4s no hope 66r democracy and liberalism, and consequently for the 
real peace and safety of our country, unless the system which brought 


the world into this unfathomable misery can be stamped out once and 


for all." : . i 
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Within a weep xhz a Senate Committee investigating 2mant ' 


monsenumkinmx the need for war-time food sonssevatien: ned \ he 
summoned Hoover to testify -mmfoxmmAndt For two days, Hoover elaborated 
on ais_opinions of the importance of, food in. winning the war, and 

on methods to be accepted | or rejected in ere, the sak problen. 
He told the committee ae the "food question mio jaa question that 
strikes down into the whole subject of social order...The people have 


got to be fed? if th wayas token SS OFouge to a successrul 


‘concitsten. He pointed out that "The whole of Russia, Bulgaria, and 


" Roumania are absolutely. cut off. Australian and India are, in effect, 


cut off today, because the haul is three times the distance of the Ak 
Atlantic seabomad, the tonnage requred is trebled, and the danger is 
- about double." Therefore, the United States mst bear—bhe—mmen-berden 
ot Poca. the Allies. "That is te price of peace," Hoover 
emphasized. Fin Bgland and France had munitions, and "Sootiomonmmesmnof 
antaymxanbhay "they wild ve able in the course of a few months to take 
care of themselves ‘to an even larger extent that at présent. "im 
snaminmix But, food supplies were steadily dimin&Bhing in Europe. 
“ "yz woula like to say, incidentally," Deuaan ste 216 seal bes: 
"that with the lower classes of Europe, bread is the fetish of food; 
that without amenikefd the loaf, even. assuming that you could put in | 
their bellie@ a dietetic sufficiency of something, without the loaf 
you could not preserve public tranquility. These classes are infinitely 
dgnorant." * Ye 

= pdiae eee: did not approve of a “Maketatorship" over food 
‘supplies. "Rationing is a hopeless suggestion am, one» which can never 
‘vhnder any ‘possible conception be imposed on the Anerican segnies But 
there are other agencies, what we call the cenpines of indirecdtion'." 
He had ahmemigm thoroughly prepared hinself for the aS. of a 
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other Cabinet Minister -has." 
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atanafonthacasiod ft sa on May 19, Ax 


" YWaskwon t: "I have askea r. Perbert Hoover to under- 


take this all- “important task of food administration. He has expressed 
his ‘Willingness ‘to do so on condition that he is to eecoewe no 
payment for his services and. that the whole “of“tte force umer hin, 
te exclusive of clerical assistance, ‘shall be employed, so far as possibl 
wv : upon the same volunteer basis." : debs 
- Hoover responded the same day, eutagande kis the medcherhy 
Meas approach he woke Edopt~to~the.food_prablem once Congress . 
confirmed tnicKrestoent! appointment. "I believe that the whole 
foundation of democracy ies in the individual initiative of its 
people and their witidsacse to serve the ainterpsts of the Nation 
with complete self-effacement in the time of emergency." Honysyxhagx 
Shnmmnvihiomomiksx Wilson had stressed Shem, "agnocyacy,” and smxiiubax 


~ Hoover, netwermiag after so many years sammy "ior the-laktea-Steteiy 
wat & erent deal of stress on che NOrd) Gre AD Erep nh teases 


nixnmmhthenx rel teratedaloonstenielyT "I hobd thad democracy can 


yield to discipline and that we can solve this food probler for our 


own people and our allies in this Waye *Crosssantciatnemnomrerrid 
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justice to all: "The farmer ‘must be assured a price for his product 


: that will remundeate him for the extra labor and the extra materials 
that he requires on what would otherwise be non-productive lands..0n | 
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known as ~the Lever Koma food ‘bill, xna, authorizhth the creation 
“of a wab-time food administration, was-etetted-in-Gongress-for 
Semeoenottth. Hoover himself was attacked :by—the~opponents-Or-tis~ 
QL somexdimx there were those who questioned his citizenship,’ 
ht-had-hhwed_ouheldanthertnktow oystenniqurncstotshis elute 2 Life; 
Seay cvjocted § eye ‘because h@ had ‘ho Journ aee 
; ors pe, obj "Se a Jk Wir bined fF 
of iaericen cond tions Se code aveat Sacaeesee ah. 
ua age ; : ba hassel 
ae experience as an - stratory =< Belgien-reiicl, Fewies sata, 


€ 


(HPO Tver xara 2 OVRMOAG—BUO coy T popular sympathy ywers’ 
paul tends 4 fmonns i el _ Pep 
note Dehn Sb ldenot=poss i bly ee ‘ ee a 
: Lee. Areva. Hs AME wt aruda 
it iabtan-weo-henter—Pne-G. R. Be} R{oecause he had never voted in the 


“Oe 
Uilica States and was not a wogistered, Democrate 


EY, MHA dyn 


a7 


a“ 


Abia Bey Ft 
"tat te 
ny 

y th Wa Stace» 


ca 


[Hacuex | criticism} - 
as not. accustomed to. pre 


HOMMNEMEUMALAUALSA UNA 
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‘inthe past, he surrounded himself with fmtandx his old friends 
with men who had: snore sigjer their personal Loyalty ‘to sche 
"The Chief." Edgar Rickard, Dr. Vernon Kellogg and other Elen er of 
the C.R.B. followed him to Washington ax to act as juve aidese He 
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summoned: 
hmemghk Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur, whom he had recently selected as the 
new President of Stanf ra University, to work with him. ana weeateg’t 


“UM, wast publicity machine, pomiaxhen peramade Americans: voimnmint 
vOTUMvartsiay to conserve food, to~feedthewaitees ‘the publicly 
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the administration is set up by the President after Congressional 

action, my "own personality shall be sutmerged and my own name 

disappear in the press." 
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RRE the Food Administration's publicity tenacity ae chetimtredsto~hiay~ 
rec Y wax Yass aS well known to the Aperican people? as that of the 

President pinsolf. fis nane poumle part of the argot of the war: to. 


"hooverize™ was a popular syhonym synonym ka meaning "to conserve ‘ 
‘food, or any other item prabmooririubensed in the war efforts® Mre 
Hoover, the efficient, ‘Mr. Hoover, the .humanitarian, Mr. Hoover, the 
man who refused to be a “dictator” but nstead rast to the people 
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_ oh "T have no instinct fo be a food dictator. My. ambition is to ‘see 
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. my own people solve, their own problems." And again, “Tf @emocracy 
is of any value as a spiritual and politital faith, “-the personal 
initiative and willingness to volunteer self-sacrifice \of every | 
member of the greatest democracy in the world will ‘be ample to 


‘solve. the problem." by 10918, Hoover kas. p eamaeded thoaxmen xihe 


an digs 
RR the imenbemmepeonte to forego a@i meat one day.a week, a ‘to 
makemd chhexsdvexn use no wheat aor two days ' seven. He 
A frrdh& 


urged Oe Op wld en Ped gardens” inxerexgx 
(gt wit oc They ho auth OE 
wuklatens aatal fertant Tote and ee of land to hetp-rrire=mere 


| . 
~adyis fos h to spade ip lawns and flower gardens and eccac FBS space 
inte carrots and beahs, to aaa a pig, to- Mout less in the 


Hoo ver erat tortie tt fact | that 


‘? “ 
is ay belief that ‘foogs 
ds abe L 
422 wg This wary Be tate mnxgathemimg Chanber of _Comerce 


win August 191 
convention REAR immediately after Songress had finally, pp ved the 
spobleoin rare up of the Food samints eraser neue Hoover”at its head, 


cage atonshnantenndasmersnaraie pore ae 
sal 


fy ts ae ee Ya will Viixthe wary" a mms that ee s y 
_ , o OLE pla coils. 


| 


pyend ~~ a 4 tty. lage Hanis 
oe ‘the most vital, the most aiventan or all -<~e~weymbéme 

‘and teat — -- an idea tat so annoyed thé armed services a 

Ss) Bg pce that in es ae 1918 Boover ieaiees itly 

- | gave ‘in to the PLESSULC hvoMMiremsodTOr"Ne s and ordered ‘the slogan 
_ tone discontinued tinRecduduinisivetLes publiaaiy. But he had 

| made khmmpesnk his point: he had established ‘his Amportance as a . 

\key-man ‘in the war administration. sea eaty, Wilson included # oove 


(wrebotng Sel yore ACO TTL pmsl) Braatal teal. 
dake the. gage select otvetb, fam’ as the, twat Peers tte p 


ep cote economic ploy fometnernetromaiine- tha smansonsy re 
, so = this group Hoover. was deferred to and his ideas ttstened~to 
0 
te with the respect and deference 7 eh gr? 
; MF: 


beanies copeene answer i those ee Sresunea bo criticize 


Hes ana his methods. 


7 & 


te 
wa was proclaimed, the hastily formed Council of National Defense, in 


i 
enémorst? "An irresponsible government... shas i aside all 


‘ ere the United States mst respond to sacred 
: ‘ ‘ a t y 


r 


Chapter IX. 


eo 


h Washington, DeCe: May 1917 - November £918, 


In February 1917, the United States government severed 


diplomatic relations with Germany, immediately after Ambassador von 


Bernstorff notified Secretary of State Lansing that .Cermany woukd 
resume unrestricted submarine warfare. Hoover’ ateme began to 
arrange the: transfer of CRB. affairs to Spanish'an@ Dutch authority. 
Once the United States entered the war, he expected an important 
position in, the administration -- Ambassador Rage had long been 
urging Hoover on: ‘President Wilson,. and the : President had frequently 


singled Hoover oub for special praise. Even before a state of . \ 


Wasnaneton cabled Hoover asking him ‘to SAV ese geke Allied food 


requirenents and to report his findings and recommendations io 


Krcaftin, Fh Commis = ade aa meee numrdioa Sith Hapen © Lit ae 


as possible. % 


he my we pk pale ak 


The investigation kept Hoover in London several weeks 
after the United States entered. the war. He arrived in New York on 
May 5, convinced of the righteousness of the American cause, eager 
to ot Wilson's crusade to make the world safe for. 
democracy. True, the President had violated campaign pkedges of a 
ae before; xhenxhexhx but seemingly changed, his mind/ about keeping ’ 
the country out of war onlyphen he was convinced that fhe forces of 


evil and barbarism dominated the German state, and a German’ victory 


WANA Wr 
would peg the twilight of civilization. i 
Wilson's idealism was contagious y his -Weming to Cpipress 


tndimurh 


consierrtions of humanity and of right and ‘ts’ running amuck,# 


ues 


ebilaeationsy sinee his nation had "no oa fish ends ‘to serve. We desir 
Mo conquests, no dominion. We are ‘but one of the champions of the xk 


: ¥ights of mankind." . « 
has 
The people applauded Wilson's altrhism. Theyomexe 
psychologically prepared for war, epnimvenacmiune zeorwnais Ene 


British in their determination ‘to enforce the blockade against the 


Central Poort probed arrogantly and with small regard for "neutral 

nigyeant Getnan countenmeasures ewe both arrogant and inept. Not 

only had’ the spectacle of Prissian militarisn ane the cult of 

German Supensonery. antagonized tre Ameri cang peeste, pee bre Coterunes 

ruthlessness Of GeErTIORR peor, was best calculated to. enrgge 

perterere The Sermans mhamah' misjudged the temper _and strength of 
Fuld ntrsrntiee by Hoang tbe + Jneliod 


the United States: ehey expected bar | int. 

wmaxhe submarine .sinkings and consequent loss ‘of American livesy 
istead-beey prepared es anevicatstan id for Wilson's 

call to war. the President's lofty renunciation of nationalism, 
his insistence that the United States throw its power not 
against the German people but against their warlike leadership, 
his calm above-the-battie assurance that by crushing Erase teuiee, 


war would (Grover be,pantshea from the earth, inspired the ae 


Ree 


already aroused we dponkky, in—bhe_countes N 
To be sure,a good-sized minority doubted uhebhen ‘the! war 


‘would kmingn "bring peace and saféty to all nations and make the 
world subetod at Jast free." The German-Americans and the Irish 
objected fofaiaing the Fnglish; the pacifists hated all war; the 
radicals 4n the labor movenent (for the most part, PeRveEne of the 
Industrial Workers of the World) condemned. the Slaughter as a 
contest between rival imperialisms for control of world markets 


But the majority believed Wilson's noble protestations and 
i ‘ 
‘supported his calkhigqnern?,. | ’ 


4 


_ gpHoover shared the general enthusiasn. He recognize 
however, that over and above the benevolence of the President's ‘ 


onewth 


s 


f FO ER gov: 


Aue pn Zisty @ Wb , eee Coe yy 
war-ajus, the United States ‘had a heel stake in &n 
Allied victory. A German organized and dominated Europe would be 
dependent on German capitalism, to the detriment of American 
businessf: On the. other hand, were the Allies. Saacehins ciel 
woul be divided bedamsmn rent itp dohaduinsind denier into British md 
French spheres, SOR 4 eon (> Ane powers had been. | 
badly shaken by the war): Europeans would of necessity turn to 
American industry and banks for equipment and ee in the ymmoke 
post-war period. U.S. investors already held “Seamanse blocs of 
British and'French bonds -- at a cost of $1,500,000,000 -- which a 
German WECEORY ‘would invalidate. While Great Britain had. always 
been and would SSK s yemain a formidable imperialist rival, the 
United. States feared British imperialism far less ‘than -a Wectonions 
industrially modernized, aggressive Germany. British industrialization 
had failed to keep pace with German ara American progress, either 
technically or intensively. If Germany were allowed to take over the 
Sndustrial capagity and raw materials of the Balkans, Poland, part 
of Russia, Belgium and northerh France, “the European market (and a 
groft part of ene Far Eastern and colonial markets) would be lost to 
the United States. After the war, Rnginndharkeany England would be 
mores more than Sk to impmmix rely on the U.S. fleet to: ‘help 
defend the Enpire; pareovee England's heavy farenetel. indebtedness 
offered the United States a valuable advantage in dealing with 
_ the British Whichecauid nat,be expected vis-a-vis a triumphant 
"Germany. Finally, a victorious Germany would reshuffie colonial , 
possessions and thereby endanger imperialist rule over subject 
peoples. The United States preferred the known methods .of English 
Aolonialism to an unknown German policy. The U.S. State Department 
had: not. forgotten. the Kaiser's hostile attitude during ‘the Spanish- 


American war, and his interest in the Philippine Islands and ‘the * 
“Par East. 


eft Americans were inclined # be pro-Ally fax -- mhkhem 


Beery of investuents, Bx hard-headed business reckyWing, or because 
German aekbame made them so. The press, with its lurid stories of 
German "fri ghtfulness? nad ference} the peopte for war. Hoover's. 
relief of Belgium had awakened American sympathy for Germany's 
victims. The President had convinced himself -- and he now convinced 
his countrymen ~- that the Unitea States could force a denssratic 
perce on the Huropean war-makers, a seats generous, stable peace 
in ‘nis fervor, Wilson confidently anticipated bestowing the benefits 
of an enlarged "New Freedom” on mankind everywhere. The war, in 
| Wilson's eyes, imposed on the United States a sacred opportunity -- 
and duty -- to restore and advance human rightsplno, then, could 
object if the war also strengthened American big business, and assured 
American monopolists of a larger share of world commerce? For 

“Wilson would make the peace. | 

Herbert 4oover was not by inclination an idealist or 

a dreamer. In 1914, he had quagedrar vastetultangerous be the 

stability of capitalism, But as the war progressed, he realized that 

an Allied victory was imperatife. His business connections and A 
investments were with British and American Sonponatrons: his future 
was linked to a strong United States. President Wilson's noble — 
sentiments ‘provided a nigh; moral tone to justify Hoover's changed 
opinions -~ opinions he shared with all intelligent. men in a similar 

economic position. Wilson's -idealism did not conflict with the 

-pealism, of tie: Piphnekers and industrialists ~~ both ee aes eel 
the tAviou ge tes same ce ee ee 

At the beginntiig of 1917, the ; Gane davcersusly 
hardpressed -- - desperately short of food and munitions, and manpower 

With the figst Russian revolution ¢ “arch, 1917, resistence sampled 


on the eastern front and the Allies foresaw a powerful German 
df ; 


e = 
y ‘ a 
offensive aimed at mines France out of ‘the war. To tum back 


is bead 7 
the German attack, the weet ‘powors: needed more ald fags | 


An 
UnitedSbebes- than thes could ie i oon a benevolent neutral: they 


must obtain ‘immense credits which only the U.S. Treasury could 


extend; American industry mst be organized = war,. its vast pxniuzhtim 


productive capacity oe supplying A materiel, its maxpameny 
manpower mobilized to replace the shattered and worn-out British and 
French @ivisions. 7 3 

Hoover’ s patriotism mounted with Allied difficulties. 


When he read Wilson's speech askeimg for a declaration of, war, he. 7" 


f 


®e sua” wile ig fen | | 
Sommerroial distributors ¢ cooperates: e ‘had Ke pe prsdunkhs my 
pmehteothamibymmt agricultural production b ng g 
farmers smxmadbex a good price forthe pehiwlts a MP would imingn 
inhtigtheymko plant and harvest marginal junds, ot amy 


ae T ‘xk 
- @ y oouta not allow. prices to rise to’ the ‘ez smRabing xin | 


pialaeate 
Surainhoxdishntnx inflic't ove, hardships 2 eniagere nae 
a: GN be must ass ever 
ee Ne ly ern » 
manufacturer, Ningh ah Sere and retailer e&® 
"faa profit. VO Ae 
(«seas Frotsts > = ae PN to ’ 


Ey 7 A ‘ 
; Orgentieationaliy, Hoover satemp chem-lerge departments, wiser 
( the Food Administration © Gpain Corporation, ‘the ‘sugar division, 


the meat division; and the Division of Coordination and Purchases. 
eon , 


The Grain n handled, all wheat, flour, and other, cereals; 
amg the sugar and meat, divisions d bie Sou ‘product and 
by-productstof odueks and the Division of Coordination of °* 


Purchashases HEPCCETE, eee purchases of the Allies in this 
country, with the exception of sugxmm cereals and sugar which were 
; | spperavery through the departments” 
rll se commodities.ta ceesnttnte coontinaiRon.of supply, Trl pireasury 


A established a credit of three bE fon dollars in'fabor of the Allied 


ry 3 
Radice tae i purc on of | oa inetherwtinibed=States., ane 
all pur hased’ tae > ncaa : csstorr-of the moasury, 
ordaryveo as: a t he dexoralization 


on. tri a | 
: J + BimbrowttrGremerkal. robgst when ie Allies desired mheat, their r 


> | 
: cx‘ - request could be diverted cox monmammegmasnie sneak to corn if 


\ | 

‘ oe a surplus ‘in corn existed mmiumnshankmgnnn irmh quent ree STOTT EES : 
” eneey A 
n\ of vhost mild neat teen £4 ingntnovst iter OIE ras it wi oe 7, 


saa lial aT The _ ft J 
| Meaty, ) 
“Rartier, Hoover" had pe power to license all proc’. (sors 


ft 


and paneecwasena: after sntemine into agrouments, witht Tice 


4 


! 


oe Fd @ | -12- 


. ; g » Haever issued a. ponibtepe lisence 
keen peerage Bie 
if tieef violated the ok aicaday x Sy 14 withdraw ‘the 2 ense and 


4 
thes" effectively sero re Samir tet ity. seenabeseas wy 
wv Ricined aww) 
stabitizte” rices: vit aawen licensing-eg gregteaments 44 oover 


saknbhintodraimniommernmt ons was able to guarantee the phamiexs thy 
Gad 

producers of raw materials ‘that once Tees croph ye harvested rs Cong 

onassurcdecs a price tir covery tigg cost of predugtion plus a 

aa profity makabitbshoing agreement), iso provenbedprices 


we consumers from rising beyon certain=point -- gabmalabaapieds 52 
ANIA 4 Fi | 


ot Ryrt, iy? ; 
theorttically, Ane fen Naghrots Bs hin a reasonable’ aah ae 
various entreprenéur, and nr ‘pr tected the . 


a 
consumersy ae nents hevaige allotted to the=variows man 


CN, and processors id, (4 they ‘the ‘toemay raw materials a alabid, 1 
“Ne 


oc PRAond Lage one SxxasmpRX corporatich Mees p01 24 ; 
At markets Oo une “Hes A (Le prna & 


oo ie et Oo waka ostablish@ yheatmar the © 


xe CR ' price of wheat for the 1917 crop at about. $1.98 a bushet,y bhe farmer — 
ANE a ate by TW jace 
Oy inamzaxadnichsn recieved fifty-four cents Theale hem he 


realized nx for the 1916 el ‘production 


some seven million acres the pre-war normal. Agia, in 


a8, Fix-tno-t0re~oropyatonnoqube-eefurthermexpansion ; Sees bie 

Grain Corporation : establishea governnent buying prices at each 
teed ty ot th 

pebushed 


primary cereal terminal, and 4 


Ix whee © oon dda wheat supply was 
distributed on a . roughly equikable pasis among mills, and. sim pb . 
yuutt ISIE bath pe Heads pet vil) 
consumer he kept within mpecsste? Move Se contr Lite 
dk exports to the Allies and coorainat tits their ‘purchases the | 
£ a evil aistne Alking 


ee tes wheat crop, was ° _macmuobes aaeber tect 3 ee he needs 0! 


. i ee Sota 
| | Whe. United’: eCSTLE We “t) E rbapon oy aca oh > 
~R _ git A Hootarts main ‘purpose: was tO XX maintain a steady flow 


of negaed suprttos Marea disastrous shortages, anda’ ‘te ‘keep prices . 


’ 
3 Oh es ~ 33 


“aise | . i 
Us 


within safe limits. ReamHeever had not forgotten the lessons he-iuad 


learned in Byron? from 1914 tankiiemekn, hem on. If prices wane 

aapceneaces rise, the working people would denaha higher wages? big. 
ResulLinthenwouldabe Junie o force wage rises, and strikes meant 
disorder and a diminution of national efficiency. Rutwmave, Hoover 


« feared dove the eneandeation of workers to win wage increases ano thy 


eattubetl standards 


high wage imwonl which sould not easily be lowered | ‘at the end of 
the war. Sbwang oS oA neant-risingemagesy strong unions 
. he ability of tam workers to hang on to gains ade during 
the war att the emergency had ended. "One looming ‘shadow 
cyt of this war is tis drift toward socialism," Hoover gloomily informed 
. . Sha delegates to ske a national Chamber of Commerce convention. 
ne ann? Socialism -- the Repeal of capitalism geet he OY | Puget orn 
| of ist ae mh rx zhx Pm | higher and higher wages xng to 
offset /nigher and higher cost of livingy ant je than workers’ welt 
wn a ra a refusal a sae a an ale to grant wages Linens 
angesief kusenaht the resultant turmoil inemers€i the power of the tem 
perone in relation to 5. eretl the mbuhe capitalists xndmineix 
Weert Hoover realized, more than most Americans gre had not learned the 
Lessonfof Bfrope o, et that the war hsin zens ndocgmm had “disillusione 
‘the workers in all Allied countriés -- ian and in Russia had actually 
\ mee revolutiongxax see Socier unrest cas jean ere Hoover mam 
noma did not expect seyelveion to-agumbt in the United States, afhen 
during or after the war, unless the Enx great, capitalists t 
SUCTIASTIy oenige primi cher mom loin doors camage profound 


unrest among the people and unles: ‘socialism in Basen gare ope | 


Os, mapaaces workers, @angerous idea 


tha , byakbadanowned : 


ease had any idea how long the war would last.or pene, arene what Ee 
: 


arty a 


exterrtetwouldadonteyad sweeping sacrifice iti the 0k of the American 


eo. 


. . Nite. wld | he © a 
mampie : ins lo safeguard against D ecco 2 socialism ene 


y was K° Meh haintain a. reasonable ° 


atondand of living, toreach agreements with the leadership of the 

: | American Federation of Labor witerwanld stabiiied Mages, in to keep 

‘ 

a prices within bounds,: gm to. persuade shel Wiee workers that a perenaty 4 


government would guard rere Tolfarey ambmbrey-tertmno need +6 build 
i juste Ss fedltey 
their uhions{ ‘express : aneyedn-nottonrykamt Above all, tHey 


6 gt 


| met tae bee ie aT frome" Ae : 


r 
wfhrtlisav imperialist war; they must not pewter doubt masons 
au dil G 
fine words about rerlebant-ake world safe for democracy and enddag war 


for all times. Once pre vonttme class seriously asked Steen what 
Werktess A 4, 
‘benefits +k could expect, from’ the world struggle for markets waged 
a1iste hethorwOPrkers” x= = Providing Ene “mn power or 
the~armed=Porces-undthe=productivn necessary to Pignt the Wary 
shendangem the consequences could be appallings 
So long as food xunptien was sufficiently plentiful, so 
, long as the suffering efetiespeophes mmmidmkEx was not too severe, 
_' fsa tricky the a-political American working class would 
wre ork and fight with no ors thidn Sibertictal grumbling. True, shes 
strikes occurred eee the wary Rigjael eee yy 


<eabons=resee the I.W.W. denounced the war and paamed its followers 
hula f ae Lan ha 
talkea seaitin: But thew disturbanced were phe officia 


AST 


lerdership of we American Federation of Labor, headed by Samel 
‘Gompers, ane of the independent railway unions, willingly collaborated 
Ree Hf toys 1] phy 
38 idealigms . 


“with ‘Wilson ‘and 
cw Fre feosetaaintink small Social st party supported the war -- with the 
pee Ig it 
exception of ak handful £ racekotepaats who bolted the,Socialist 
conventién ores and labelled the ‘war an “imperialist bloodbbath." 
No organized ‘oppoottion vo the: war existed. phet-xrnToula. t be 


s Lydengorours Fhowandimomer However, 


unless Hoover and ‘the postal pie war administration was able to 


; a. re 
e Ae e 
_ to maintain living Standards anémprausnieihe rise of xx mibiort 
UNTtOsEEaR,, ; ate 63_hatocourredadu e wa 
reirkiden, there ‘existed the lurking den ger 
wG % 


Fear maar saree ON 
vo em CT tnt 
BL wiih scam eae IM révolutionary fervor. in Europe, 


Coat the American working class ‘could (eatity ve sntec cted. The 
kd. nth 


Say Cuaeene! 
strikes. that did.o Ge rawere a warnin one eyen the American 
yonhoemk working class Jiiciinebas xmayndinch ad minbknh emt officially 
througirtireaPi repuaiattitthacp onsen t pol wage action and. homdinoewy 


_} ctaas ctitbet, t, could mx aieax Change if tae provocation 


_were seeeneeaciy Se@VEree 


} 4 un 
¥ol-Hoorenussnimmitorn pag | ‘Ls ong sonar consteanned by the 
b4t.4 Legislation P28SLA— ey HOON? creating the Food Administration. 

governmental 


He agreed, at least = general, that/price MM ximeymmixnattomh pree 
fixing should be awacod -- in teststying sonbhooRR gM before one 


"Mere is no provision for pries fixing and no aus ‘thing can be 
' carried out under the bill. What we hope to do is to sbablize prices 
v$ various devisces and to regulate the profits and spectlation out 
of handling commondities." This was all very well, but the line 
spearating price fixing and yaa voluntary, enforceabley juice 
stabilization, OfnpthGes was at best # tenuous seeer. Hoover decried any 
thought of establishing meoohoa mimi and. ‘maximum prices; he 
unthinkable 
jumanxk ruled out .compuksory rationing as an mnjuxib)edt ("socialistic ) 
incursion by government on the sacred. provinces of free enterprise. 
He depended on the ‘honesty and fairness of American ‘business men not 
‘tO | cant Sovantens of thé war emergency » £0mcdRRTOTETE AE NOTEMTTMEN 
of, pergsonadeadvantaganinathtacomoneiassenofieguashing German autodracy , 
Satddnen it came to actual practice, Hoover had ‘to aie Tees licensing 


power ‘to. constrain vig business: from seeking more than normal profits 4 
plus a wowhx large-sized bonus for £h its cooperationsdy WK thin 
8. MAL of SM, Warflerddinty , 


cat ego pags ita dips 


Hoover wisely did not Scenes interfere too Sere ee 


ud, Le 
_ with the great senpersyscns )in-biete~conduct—ofeberttiress . nhs : 
to assure production -- aw the pr Koe a quickly Persea pr dustin, 
_ was bound to be steopmmndencapibaltom So iene as felted Ying 


were partlallizadieguieed , so long as “the productive system worked “hy 
wet WAM Ao 
“ts reasonably iy) lhe not ingesibere even he text wanted toy 


That the greatest conporetsoue prospered during the war, he temic ane 
{wr tae natural, comeomreno. To assure Paria flow of food he mst ‘alan 
to the men ¥ the xin industry, controlled tiaemcbanduasinty and 

: The farmer gained 


therefore comman ees resources xa 
| weber, ies of touts Xie 
‘from i? increased demand; bwt te pimwkeeews did rot enjoy mix a 
profit comparable to that the processors, manufacturers, 
and distributors. The consumers phaht paid higher prices and real 
wages diminished -- the xx paxnkaxingxnsmemxnftmknemdoiiouxiam xn vaio 
I 

| ofa dollar i rewotantlaninat 0 what Prt. eee could buy. But not am 


too much, not too much to threaten tren stability, 0 Gambia eadi gababhtiedae 


= 


. statea Chit wilh 
To the President, Hoover repmnieinthxh his policy sonhinha 


animistic tan RA acoombianies (unjust, , \nreasonable, - 
unfair ‘any profit Aix, excess of the nomal pre-war average of that 
business and place where free, competitive conditions exis ag! 

Meat packers , for example, were to. be limited to a maximum ef nine 
percent profit on smiir invested capital. "I'am confident," Hoover 
announced puetdeie with a good deal: of fanfare, "that profiteering 
has, from a national point of view, been ya reduced in 
regulated food trades." Hke pe Boasteurry anformed ‘the President 


that .pood naeneus had not made large profits because Food Administratic 
regulations prohibited pM Pink NOONE - -- aM ne-prored his ’ 
Soenbasishaumncinbkebne a letter from the vice-president of the 


‘huge packing corporation, Armour & cotta that his company nad 


“ive | . 
realized nO, increased _profits on xk aad war business. President 
Wilson was unconvinced b=Agammamecense mt do not truat the 
information these ‘men give, us , "she gpbiiea, to Hoover. But Hoover a 
trusted the noitistor the corporations: jnaxhuchdoennx he believed 
‘in the moral nesponsibility of xke big business ant were 
‘the. PP erreecer en of men, eniadaeenen ee & ‘the Sanat 
fo Soft cteree remember ne ones a renee ig hl a ee chon 
oxgentvetheTovehinintstrabion. His reasoning was simple eremm -- 
who better than the heads of corporation knew the food business and -" 
could organize it for “ne Abixthexbandnoicdharmenbrm penises 


bm ee Tt winescepoktnctin 
ts Aurer f febuaclen 
RestaRn kha nsAgAA ‘AS Boenwe s dopatien,  Geores M. Rolph of the 


California & Hawaisan Sugar “efining Conpanty, tam chief ofmidaae 
sudemdiuielonyetid=wassrmeisbed Wey Earl D. Bapst, president of the 
, American Sugar Refining company anf largest morpameatoborm ia | : 3 
: a2 sotimars yma Jota we ‘veUe ee world) and Ex Jamison of Arbukcle 
‘ Brokhers, ereversy eiearnaknte cies oma emma 


bxeheld impoxhankn key” 
ee eke ee Peerenor - piks ae pa es 

peaba. In taecmvIt division, the largest processors To rehaentherd chine 

xarhonxyyexoninated. AS Hoover explained Anxermaddamanmntxheorm 

in an important public adare: ‘s: "This arny ‘of civilians. is an army 


of specialists and they can be officeréa only by the men from their 


own Yanks -< from ‘the commercial body of the Nation who have knowledge 


7 


and experience in att the multitudinous branches of ener eee 


“and ‘Labor.! 


eee Will Ue The gy“ 


| Chapter a 
ea | washington D.c. - May 1917 ~ November 1916. 

In Fepruery,. ‘the United States government severed Giplomatic 
relations with Germany, immediately after Anbeasador Von Bernstorff 
notifed Secresary of State Lansing. that Germahy would resume: ie 
unrestricted sifmarine warfare. Hoover hastily began to arrange the 85 

; transfer of C.R.Bs affairs to Spanish and Dutch. authority. Once 
the United States entered the war, he expected an. tnportant penathton 


positicn in the administration -- Ambassador. Page had toe been LA ne ] 
‘ eof P ‘4 YN 


our 
wen President Wilson, and. the. President had frequently 


waened Hoover out for special praise. Even pefore a state of war 
| , Was proclaimed, the hastily formed Council. of National Defense 

= he i ‘in Washington aabaad Hoover reeset to, Anvestigate ‘Allied food 
requirem ats and ap qport-his findings and. resommendations as ax 
PRE ee as Jossinto. Thereasticc., rane 


oss See =, Rae appt. 


“The investigation kept Hoover in ‘Jandon. several weeks after. 


the United Sgates entered the ware He arrived in New York on Moy 3 
convinced of the AEE sent et of the American cause and al to 


- join Wilson's crusade, te 5O,cmeleeetsh Trae, ; 


the President had volstea campaign. pieages of. a year ‘pefore; but - 

Wilson seemingly’ changed his mind about keeping the. country out of a 

Wits 

“uses only | he was convinced that the ‘forces. o evil and barbarism 
dorms] - sede | 


at 
dominated , the German 8 state, and 8 German vietory poukd Ushi 


di, of civilisation. . 
Wilson's idealism was contagiouss. "An irresponsiale : 
government. shas thrown aside all considerations of omanity anit of 
right and is running ‘amuck," he warned Congress) Canemky , the 
| - Ugited States must respgnd to sacred obligations. This nations had | 


a2- 


"no selfish ends to serve. We desire no conquests, no dominior 


af 


are but one of the champions of the a of mankinds 


: . 8 eta: in their detern! 
: : aw 

35 ‘to enforce the blockade aicinsk the Central. Bowers jl eaohedr 

ye ammeantliant nish me small regard for. . “neutral. rights," baeis Gei 


countermeasures hedaioot both and. inepte Not only 


OO. ; spectacle. ‘of Frassian. Md feggoe  f ee cult, of German ha, ot 


wv 


antagonized Anericans » eat Geitemn Yu 


Stioan livesiprepas 


stateo-for-WILisa"s terr-t0e) te The President's lofty | remmoi 
rh Wak Wega 
of nationalism, his insistence that bra rape 
re 


4 


aMsn, wR, | 
‘the. German people but ,eeeinat their ywose leadership, his oa 


above~the-battle assurance that by crushing. Prussianisn, war w 
be forever banished from the Sere igspiged. sia already | arous 
a 

fo be sure, « 1 good-sized minority doubted thet the mau 
Sec pease and safety to all nations and. make the world itse 

last free." "ime Gorman-Americans and ‘the Irish objected to any 

pac ore Oe England; the pacifieists leted all war; the radicals i 

| | labor movement (for. thepost part. » menbers of the Industrial We 

( * the World) condammmm the European staughter fe.2 contest betwe 
| _ rival Amperialisns for control of world markets. But the major 
believed Wilson's: noble protestations, ex 


— countrye 


ce cr fine bo 
Hoover shared the general. enthusiasa. - peoognized, " 


that over and above theakenesvo2z-encemef the President's avowed 
» the United States had a compelling stake 


ey ee ey ee es B Rnemmee meme me BR me 2 Ame Bee he 


4 


i 
& 


aS 
wo wy, it ¢.. 
roms a bet sommant Ameri can eevee 


. ' powers. jude béecoeedio-uees ‘bd maxon» Tan ops 
thd We Tee ry | 
| leok American industry and Finance, £ 
pec investors already head enormous blocs of Allied ' ‘ponds -- atma 
| alts bein ae £6ebeut $1,500,000,000 -- which a German masek victory would 
invalidate. While Great Britain had always ‘Deen -and wuld remain 
formidable imperialist competiter, the United States feared British 


imperial ion far less than a victorious » industrially Maat te oa, de 
vey 

aggressive ara British industrialization had ny 
rman, progness ; rear venmerenantcsie ” 3 If Sermany 

: af ECA th terials and. equipment of the 

were ake over the raw materials and.e en © 
: ran a. equipment © 
Balkans, Poland, part of Russia, Belgium, and northern France, the 


European market (and a great part of the Far Eastern and colonial 


TO vy % pier 
markets) would be lost to the United States. Aften:bhewen, England 
Ak mi mT barr, 
would- dwmexe thanserey to rely on the U.Se navy 


detent” the Huptte;. moreover Ps ‘England's heavy indebtedness weg yd the | 
‘United States-g valuable advantagein dealing with the British juat 


to be-expoteinpiasanvie-e~trlumphant Gemaay.)Finabitpp «=ereeeeraee 
OD weamel Ape 
oo os cee ‘colonial PORSC ORL OMA OMe ret ere ve ees id 
a ie imperialist over—ouvjoot—peopies. ‘The United States preferred 
Fl ‘the known methods of English colonialism to an unknown Gorman policy. 
Ne {as The. U.S. State Department bad—nat forgotten tie Kaiser's hostility 
during, the Spanish-American war, and his. interest in the Philippine 
‘ZYslands and tle Rx Far East. 


‘Therefore;-most—Americans— ans-were-inelined to be yunex 


pro-Ally «- for reasons either of inyes ents. or hard-headed business | 


aioe kag rakkonx reckoning, 


ecause German terrorism made them B00. 
“The-pross,.withits aZatorieszaf~Geriiai o"pergipturness,” bade hadzdone 


Lts-share to -prapace-the people-tor-wer, Hoover's relief of Belgium 


pa aa : 
s MF wh 


can-Allied-vistory,was~impord tive 


bg tne 


H 


to 


whe eg: 
and wessei Neeson amp TO a-vietins Lone F resident 
ett convinced himself -- and ke now convinced his countrymen ~~ that 
the ‘United. States could force a democratic peace on the European 
wissukers. ‘a just, generous, stable peace. In. his fervor, Wilson 
confidently anticipated bestowing the ‘benefits of an enlarged ‘New : 
Freedom on mak mankind eve ee The-way, in Wilson!s-eyes;"impoyed 
on-theWnited=states a. dubynto-res sore cari. gAvanceshunan eaenes o Who, 
ae oe object if the war, also strengthened American big business,: 


American monopolists @ larger share 4a). world commerce? 


For,Mt son wuld make the peatd.: 
‘Herbert Hoover wasm@ not by. inclination an idearists or, 
Bead 
a dreamer. In 1914, he had a the' war ‘wasteful, Ma dangerows’to the 
stability. ‘of Sapktaiieas But as §_thawar.progressed,~ -he~realised-ghat, 
ae sasine as connections and invest- 
ments ‘were'with British and American corporations 3 — his future 
‘was inseparably linked to a ‘strong Unitea States. paar wi1son\ 
noble-sentinents ‘provided a high moral tone to justify # 
aw OWArehieg 
changed opinions -- opinions he gnats with all intelligent «pn in a 
similar economic position. Sane idealism cS not conflict with 
xyu the realism of the financiers and industr diists ow both 
the nation down the same road. 
At the beginning of 1917, the Fntente was Pesca 
ardpressced, Zap-degpevevety short of S0eG, Seer nt ons nd 
Ww 
manpower. With the first Russian revolution of Marsh, 197, resistence 
crumbled.on the eastern front and the Saige Yescw a pamestat 
od a 
German offensive knockiggg France out of the war. To 
bew@k the German attack, the western powers need Nee aid than they 
~} 
could: from a benevolent neutral: they must receive immense 
credits which the U.S. Treasury alone could extend; American 
gern rt ¢= meen Lack organized for wary it its yaxk vast | ag cect capactty 


OmAN, awk 
rca oesdasine war materiel; Se manpower nopilizea : ‘to. 


z} 


050 & . i 
.@ worn-out — eo, 
calgon the akxusmumcke British and French division§, 


Hoover's. patriotism. mounted with. ALiLed: aire teultice. 


Maen} he read Wilson's 's speech démanding, a: aeeiaeat ok: of w Of war, he: “y. ae 7 
cabled his delighted approval: "For two and a half/years," he stated, 


with pardonable exaggeration, Ne’ [ene members of; the Belgian Relief Bs 
Commission J. have been? obliged to remain silent aienssae of the 
character of the forces dominating thanmax this war, byt we are now 

at liberty to state that, although we break with regret our association 
with many’ German individuals who have given sympathetic support to 

our work, yet your message enunciates our conviction, born of our | 
‘intimate experiences and contact, that there is no hope for | 
democracy and. liberalism, and consequently for the real peace afid: 
min safety of ‘our country, unless the system which brought the worla 
nd 


into this unfathomable misery can be stamped out once am for all. 
“ bes 
Hear a week after Hoover" s return to the United 
way Aube G8 dA, 
states, a a “enate co ttee, ouverts: the ee ‘for war-time food 
EN Scr as nascent wie thy We oe Lys spats as ee on oe 


conservation,swmoned Giver, to—beattsy. ‘For tes as he: 
‘the. importance of food in winning, the Wary: and_on-mebhods—of-handting. 


ats cord, 
the—plebien. He=vontetite conmittee—taat "hie food, questiony. strikes 
down into the whole Marga of xium social. order. .eThe pooppe have. 


Mug =a 


on 


got ‘to pe-tea.ty Henprintedaau tthe “the whole of Russia, Bulgaria, 
' and Roumania’ are: absolutely, cut off. Australia and xmitaxere. India are, 


in effect, out off today 


eid 


aGa 
because’ the haul is three times the distance of the Atlantic seaboard, 


the tonnage required is trebled, and the danger is double.’ Therefore, ' 

the United States must feed the Allies. "That is the price of peace," | 

‘Reower emphasized. England and France had munitions, and "they will 
ve . 


be able in ‘the course of xhe a few months to take care of themselves 
to’an even larger extent than at present." But food supplies were. | 
steadily diminishing in western ‘Europe. "I would like to. say, ; 
' incidentally , ""eabeit=bhe-comnebninecpe that with the lower classes of 

| Europe, bread is the fetish of food; that without the loaf, even 
assuming that you could put in their bellies a dietetic sufficiency 


of something, without the loaf you could not preserve public 
t 7 » ; 
tranquility. These classes are infinitely ignorant." 


_crAwnash oy Ming Hf 
But Hoover Precepts exe a} dictatorship) cxumefead . 


SU ELE « "Rationing ‘is a hopeless suggestion and one which cm never 
under any possible conception be imposed on the Anerican people. But 
there are other agencies, what we’ call the ‘engines of indirection. ™ 
He had thoroughly prepenes himself for the task of controlling food 
if, as the Peedsaent had indicated, he were chosen to head an 
emergency administration. "It is necessary ‘to place this department of 
_'fo0d control on a basis of’ equality with any other department in the | 
Government and give it the same powers any other Cabinet Minister 
chas." | | 
President ‘Wilson was eprOee eds On May 19, he announced’ 
ny have asked Mr. Herbert Hoover to undertake this all- ~important task 
of food administration. e has expressed his et ritiead ss to do so 
ba condivdon that he is to receive no payment and that the -whole of 
the force under hin, sea ad of clerical assistatnce, shall be 
1 | etploress so far as possible, upon the same volunteer ‘basise" 
Hoover responded the same day, outlining sens TE onthe 


eee 
gonerai~appaoned y yee Congress confirmed his appointment, "I believe | 


that ‘the whole fourdation of denocracy Hee ‘in the individual 


e. ~~ , | ‘ g eer 
@ Mr. Hoover's @ dineutid utling 


she prepared a meal. fhe food conservation button was=worn~on 


lapels and blouses,all-cver_the country. Tkexfmmt Mr. Hoover's 
\ 


~ 


pattern for a cloth-conservation housedress hanad issued by the 


millions. Gre - oliticians naturally wosencee baie se ag 


Congressman. Me4enore protested to the House that Hoover was - 


’ being Densenyee to the na tion as "a pxretarh predestined leader of 


men. ...That ‘My. Hoover 4s a most wise man, I am ready to admit, 
for he éelie us so himself, and I take. 4t he spéakst knowingly." 
But Hoover ignored the 3 of little 

men who put politics ahead of the holy spisads ku, against the Central 
‘Powers. His "hooverizing" campaign swept’ the count#y with its slogan, 
"Bab plenty, Wisely, without Waste." Byf the fall of 1917, he 
persuaded tke-peopie to observe one wheatless diy week, to usé 


less meat, to eliminate butter in cooking, to conserve fats, to 


purchase locally grown products in order to relieve the strain on 


transportstion. Over twelve million housewives,, along with food 

‘producers, 

manufacturers, distributors, and PropEso core of postaurants and: 

- as members o cllaayitly 

hotels registed in Nr. Hoover! s-Food Administration, an preached 
i 

atigwembiy.the "Gospel of the clean plate." Mr. Hoover tolduks c 

folleuers, "T have no instinct to be a food dictator. My ambition is 

to see my own people solve their, own problems.” And again, "If, 

, . 

democracy-is of any value as a sptritaal ‘and poliesens faith, the 

personal initiative and willingness to volunteer self-sacrifice 

will be ample to solve the. problem.” In 1918, Hoover convinced the 


nation to anitimanmtikexnhenbie a meatless /day and ane ta Wheatless 


mest, 


' dayrte thptr-repioe. He Tooee ‘war gardens"; he. CO ippoencoad 


groups, to cultivate vanant lots and scraps of land; he yaxsunsasd 


ee householders to spade up lawns and flower gardens and to 


yet 4 to 


ps the space in vegetables; he spweed 


AmenkCMnd Shoubdekeep a pig. The goal was to "put less in the 
garbage pail and take more out." 


$ 


a 
. ‘ 
ae hee ERE cere 


, criticize him and his methods. — 


sistance © 


\ “ _ : . -plO~ 


| Food, Hoover reiterated, was the crucial weapon. "With-- 
out food conservation,. we cannot hope to win the war," ‘he stated. 


Heptotd—-e—Ghanvor-of-ComideiTe-wonvention-aften-Congrese-hadLinally 


fraugust— 

“ap ' ishmant of a “oo nis xewith., 

H : : “IN fs war." His 
ed Feed WU Wy He in 7 

organization plastered thi@slogan,all over the country,s. The 

implication was erat SS eee performed the most vital, the 


most essential job of all the war agencies -- an idea that ‘so 
annoyed the armed services And other governmental departments that . 
in Jyne 1918 Hoover relucta}ntly to pressure and isi eee 
slogan aiscontinued. “ut he had made his point: he had established 
nhunioyorbanreax the - ‘crucial importance of his meen program. 

,among the 
President Wilson included Hoover: {nitheusnaitnonhestestnimebenafixn 
six advisers }mown as the "war cabinet," (4a@f including Setretary of 
Treasury McAdoo and the financier, Bernard Baruch) y Wie Tes ; 


select circle Wetch ‘aotermingd national economic widee, Oieever 


was deferred to and his ideas ponderea with a respect and deference 


that provided a telling answer to those. who had presuned % to 


~ 


n 


It was one thing to, persuade the American people that 
voluntarilly to conserve 


foe would win the war and that Sener MIN OAR ANC AHA KR meat, 


‘wheat, sugar, and other basic products maAxA Was the patriotic 


obligation of every good Amemknmm citizen. But ‘Hoover must also 
& 


’ 
solve the more complex problen inviwetaneswalaing £ the production 


of ak® foodstuffs, sa—thet-e—could_adequatelysuppty the Alixes 
a&-Wwell—2 sate wah equi table-dtstetoutlon wi tiiy-tre-URi TecrSEa hes. 
To his staff, Hoover putlined the three duties of the U.S. Food | 
Administration: "first, production; second, conservation; third, 


distribution.".Conservation on the consumption level could be achieved. 
ark 
vy appeatine directly to the people; he a overcome the 
nyt 


¥ 


processors and commercial distributors to odgpedtatoswith 


ee OT 


quae 


4h, oe 


-ll- 
. 


the GSTORPROEEA. Serax dao nemrexy be mine mn -Mowevever, ei hadicko 
increase agricultural production by je farmers a geod, price 


th Lvowa § / 
‘for their product Wut Eine cata a pient’t and harvest eh ear 


Chast 
Jands; at the sane time he could not: ‘allow, préces: ‘to. rise 
too d~ 3h ain ie penetra: on the-consumsrs. 
Incather-worda, he at assure. a "fair" profit to every. manufacturer 
: ‘ _—., ‘ . 
' processor, whohesaler, jobber, and retailer who stood between the 
‘producer and the consumer; \~ 
Noovér divided the Food @dministration inte four major 
departments: the Grain Vorporation, the sugar division, the meat 
division, and the Division of Coordination and Purchases." The 
@rain 6orporation ‘Yandiea Cal wheat, flour, and other cerealsy- 
Daim, Augtny Wat ai 
the sug and-meat sia ala oy akg eontroized ‘Léa products and by-products; 


aurfurrdud 
and: the. Division of: Coordination. and Purchases superrised ay, food 


purchases Qf -the-iastes in this country, with the. exception of 

| cereals and sugar which were. channelled tiiough the departments, 

HURGTInETeHSTe-sommsdsebes. ‘The U.S. Treasury het established a 

ee of three ‘billion dollars in favor the the Allied Governments; 
wi purchases of-UsSomeuppites had first to Rviageenree oo Vs sid 
Treasury. For exanple, when ‘tie Allies desired wintte,, their request 
gould be diverted to coviatane surpine ’ tn conmvent ted. 
Hoover had the power to license a} proeessors and 
manufacturers? after-entering intovagreeents, the Foou samislatretton 
lasued-perntts to indtvidual~firms. if tae dtemnsee Violated tie Ke 
agreenent with the ‘Hove Administration, Hoover eould withdrew ‘the 
pemit and effectively ple ae -offernder! s business ‘operations. 


Prices were tgtabilized’in-this-manner-and-Hoover was ablé to 
Leer ten ee 


\guarantee-the"pi producers~of-raw_materials.a._price.covering.their.ceost 
nbsatPnal Cy At Ynat aUitaetd Cpr 
Plus.s-reasonable. profits, ‘Such agreenents prevented prices 7 


CChemers fron rising too abruptly, ~-—theeretreutty,_at least ,-eorer 


& 


-12- @ 
kSpb-the-proftt at tera a ae 
probested thesecsmilsrst: suet ngrobeents ties 4 t sturesf and 


i 


processord 1 Se of available = nee 
onecopporationcoula_not monoplize ‘the-market. he Hooxer-stated the 
{ tid , Abd Ow ote 


‘heey of ‘the Food Administration's operations, Tks ability ay 

‘ix prices rextiioter "export ‘buying, mamexz the power to buy and sell 
eertain commofiities, and the further power to enter voluntary 
agreements with producera....The: Food Administration, mammx through 
its own authority. ‘and cooperation of her Government agencies, ash 
accomplish a great deal, but it is Linitea absolutely to that 

area of commerce Satuben/e caueer and the reteiler, We are stopped 
in law within this area. We. oan, only use ‘influence on both the 
retailer and producer, ani depend upon their patriotism. In this 
area we can only regulate the flow of ‘trade and hold it to moderate 
‘profits'and excise ‘epeculation. This is an economy step short of 
price controlesss? 

_ Tais-authority aiiowed Hoover eo. sahaitiee tke priee of 
wheat tor ‘the 1917 erop at about $1.98 a bushel, The- tenet Fesesvat 
a fifty-four sent Anorease over the price he-pad realized p etasai§ 

1916 erop, + bn, consequence, wheat ‘production expanded by some | 
seven million acres ‘beyond pre-war, normale ‘Ppe-Gratr-Corporatrerr 
establis primary. ecoreal terminal, 
and’ wapenvices Ate distribut Jon of a-roughly~squitable-basts-anong~ 
miliae Bor the 1918 erop,. the basie price per bushel -ofcwiveet was 


. raised to $2.26. Throwgh control of exports and ecordination ‘of 
AlLied., purchases , the wheat: eos wee: alloeated to avoid serious dis- 
locations. And the pattern established for max wheat, was similar 
to the pattern followed. for every other primary ecommoditiy. 

: Hoover! s-mades purpose ‘was. ‘to ‘maintedin ‘a steady flow of 
aga food, avoldi@y shortages, and keeps prices within safe limite. 


t 


Administration because he Gisapproved of Hoover's methods) as "so 


‘bitter that it led him to refuse to guarantee a price for the 


“lie 
orf ee e often set in an arbitrary manners The farmers 


eritized his program: he was. accused of mutug showing preference 


to the great sorporstions and the middlenen at the expense of ~- 
the: producers and conswaers. ‘Mw-Hie-attitadectowardtile:farserzwas— 


descrivenzey Gifford Pinchot {hme (who resigned from the Food 
areeuaad Yr 4 au ellie 


production of pork when such guarantee was the only thing that could 
assure the absolutely necessary supply of this indispensable food for 
our Allies and ourselves. "Aokxpx But Hoover eould not expect to 


direct sueh a sonar ptirE xakn organization as the Food Administration 
£ 


wath Hd 
without being Leones of favortish. WeR&~e ‘he did show for 
er ON aan a ean tid; wet 


the. processors and manufacturers, he pad to persudde them to, 
ut a9 CEU ba, 
cooperate ‘Wkthxks pare he ‘had tibgae jpower jronscence, them; “‘on<tike 
SHAT] Ay avei ) 
other-hemty 


aw Axl = 
‘he eould remabsy ecerce the farmers t-~~and.tht Consumers 
had to be 
Moe Mee 


fue satisfied with the negative fact that Hoover prevented 
prices from going higher than they ‘Gide 


eescopmtetctenihotti * 
Hoover did-ettempictemnasp-prieee—dewnr to Sen memwen, ° 


i) 


SBieR RL ut at. Be 


we fad n not “forgotten the lessons learned in Barope,-# ¢ prices 
rose sprectphtonedy, the-working-popple would inevitably demand 

¢ RA hr 
higher mmxm wages strikes would foitow-to-force-wage-wises;- and 
sjukaws meant disorder and-x- TKS SEM Foote eronal oT TaEsey. 
Hoover foared the oe EE, of workers | to-wit WEEESiRE FORRety 
and. the establishment of high waee ape whien-sOwre “not emt iy 

wand 

be_loweredat-the-end-Of-tie-war. Cinenale pullt the-strewethwerant 
the trade unions) “strong unions eould mexm maintain gainst won during 
the war emergency even after the um encregency ‘Wek ended. Peat 
looming shadow of this war is its drift toward seein tun Hoover 
gloamkty. tnforned dole gates to a national Chamber of Commeree 


conventionex@ "We will surely drift to that rocky eoast unless we 


can prove the eeonomic soundness and willingness for pablic service 


~14~ 

of es scuaoretal institutions.e.eIf we are to have ‘aseonding prices, é 
we must have ascending wages. But as the mygekn wage level rises 

with inequality it is the door leading to strikes, disorder, riots..." 

He-dréaied the very thougat of socialism -~ the enemy of 
eapitalisn| snxuxkxiimaman “e/foresaw saerhnaret 
osialis octiines snong th aie clas Lisi Poradien for 

A IPs es, anes cal et, guar? and hi geer. ee. 
“ axegxanhx If employe od—to-cunewde WOPkers!—demands, 

the resultant abe eae ee eo ace 
More than most Americans, Kama who hademo lnowledge of Saropesn 
“Pealities, Hoover ‘oan the war had disillusioned te workers in 

‘Oth Allied countries -~ agg. in- Russie( d actually, spawned: revolution. 
He did not expect meyormtton in the United States,. ‘untess=tuengrent 
capitaliete TooTIEhly-sroused-prefound untest anong--the«-peoplesani{<—— 
pm ey wiama ‘widespread soeialisn in mio s Ser becgerous ideas to 


Ameriean workers. Neither Hoover nor any other war leader had any 
idea how long. the war would last or what sweeping sacriSices vigtory 
wuld require. Personally, Hoover expected eed mei ‘lasting two 
to five years. As a aatsguced against socialisk, it was neeossary. to 
maintain a reasonable cost of living, to reach agreements wi th the 
leadership of the Ameriean Federation of Labor to stabilize petemy 
wages > to prevent strikes, to ymamm persuade workers that the 
govern mt would guard their welfare. The ‘ned ~tO Wil La=thetr-entens 
mash —_beLmeakapied. Above all, workers must be prevented ‘from 
‘examining the. 2mkh implications of tmmm imperialist war; they must not 
‘doubt pape fine words about a world safe for democracy and Pha 
end pes wan onal tyre. ‘Onee workers sortuast}aekebamict Nenefite 


as a class from the. world ‘struggle ‘for markets, 


AA , 
the Consequences eould be apantites. 


vans Ta A Federation of Labor, headed by Samel Gompers, ‘and-ofathe 
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' 


So long as food was sufficient, so long as té. suffering 
wae not too severe, the aepolitieal American mmmiomes working class 
would continue to, yaminemmx work and figkt with no more: general 
opposition than superfieial grumbling. True, strikes occurred through- 


out the war period hes union: monborship . grew;, true, the I.W.W. 
denounced the war aae its followers talked soeialism. But suck. , 
distrubances: were ‘inconsequential; ‘the: ‘offieial leadership: of ‘the 


' @agerly 


A Piegmtent set eRy-eetans, matainghy,. collaborated with Wilson and 
iis gone. convinced the majority, of workers to inal in Wilson's 

: (like all Socialists pafties in Europe) —~ 
idealism, Even the een Socialist party/asupported the war 7, ae oo“ 
with the exception of a handful of left militants who ‘hakved- the 

1917 'Socia. ist convention and labelled the war an “*imporialist 
bloodbath.” No serious organized opposgtion to the war existed. 

Hoyever;-unT6sa Hiiber-and-the-wer-adatnistfation were able to” 
maintain -livang-ebemtanapubnsrecextatad the lurking danger, that ‘when 
snuninawbsabita revolutionary uprisings occurBed in Europe w- and Seep 
wexm@ such upheavals were considered inevitable -- the huerican 
working class \doula be infected. The strikes that did take place 
in UeS. industry. were a warning: even the American working ‘class, 
despite the AFL's offieial repudation of independent politioal action 
and of class warfare, could possibly shift if provocation were 
suffieeintly intense. 

. In one sense, iammnnxuxaxamusheat mudchy legislation a 
constrained HooVor aaattinns-mtiyin- the Food Administration. Ke agum 
agreed in general that ‘governmental price fixing should be \ 
eschewed ~- in testifying before Congress,. he enplnsized "There is | 
no provision for price fixing and no such thing can be carried mx 
out under the'bill. What'we hope to do 4s to stabilize prices by 


: ' -16= 
' Various devices and to regulate profits and: speowlation out of . 
handling commodities." This waa all veryw ell, wut the lins 
separating price fixing and yoluntayy—(amG-sticonSevecabre} 
price stabilization, was at best tenuous. Hoover decried any thought 
of establishing minimm and maximum priecs; he ruled ont 
campukxuarky compulsory rationing as: an unthinkable ( "docielistic) 
incursion: by=sovermment on the sacred provinces of free enterprise. 
He depended on ‘the honesty, and fairness of American business MAX men 
: 
: cia to are ‘too x Fiver gad ie el war sie omens 


wrth E 
constraan big business moreagan ‘hormal ‘profits plus 


: a large-sized bonus for compliance. Wieely,—he-did—not Intentemsstee 
. : PORK Sgrect Co¥soraktoms. ‘His: was lo got omy 


production -- the cost of a quickly. expended production was bound 
‘to be steep ‘and ‘the corporations could ‘not be expected to cooperate 
in ‘the common cause of smashing German imperialism Rego 
handsome 2awamim profi tz. 

So-Tong a8 the corporationy-cooperatt _the productive 
syetom-worke® With reasonable effieteney;-Hoover-dsred-not-interrene 


even-had-he_manted toodmxmemx That the greatest corporations prosper- 
‘ed during the war, considered just and natural. To maintain 

a regular flow of food he must rely on the men of’ industry, the nen 
who controlled and therefore commanded the nation's seam resources. 
The frame geined from avexenees dene. ndy though of course, they. 
aid not enjoy a profit comparable ‘to that-.of the proeessors , 
manufacturers, and distributors. The consumers paid ‘higher prices and 
real wages: dimani shed |--“ihmaraintianrat that ig,the-reletion 


of_wases_in dollars—to_what.the.dmth_wages—could-wuy-in~corsumer” 0008 » 
ae the decrease was not too great, ax not great enough to threaten 


~ stabtiity. 
\ a re eS Presid ae 4 Hoover stated that under his policy, ‘Shhorgop mace 


24 


help. His ‘reasoning was: ‘simple: who better than. the ‘ieade of corpora- 


olTa @. Pee j 


mubernkhsnpa they" Any profit in excess of’ the normal. pre-war average 
-of ‘that. business and place: where. free,. competitive conditions 22 
existed is: deened to be-unjust, unreasonable, ‘unfair profit.” Meat 


‘packérs, ‘fox- example, ‘were limited’ toa maxi, of ‘nine percent 


‘ 


profit on invested capital. "I ‘am confident," Hoover: announced 


with a ‘good deal of ‘fanfare, “that profiteering has 9 from‘a national 


point of view, been. ‘greatly, ‘reduced in regulated food trades." 
‘ Poastfully,, ‘he informed: President Wilson’ that food packers had. not 
made: eras. profits vocause Food’ Administration megule lions: prohibited 


them -~ evidence was 2 letter from the vice-president of the huge 


packing cmpx-corporation, Am Armour & COe,y. which stated that his. 


‘company ‘had realized no inoreased profits on. war business. President 


Wilson was nconvincedy "I do not trust’ the information these men give 
us," he replied to Hoover. But Hoover trusted ‘the xax intelligent 
xankanty xheex ieee who ‘headed the coxporationty, the-wise; the=Zooe, 
the_far-sighted leaders. He went to: came . for 

tions knew the food business and who better could organize oh Bor és 
war? For oxanple, Moover chose George M. Ritpiy ‘Rolph of the Caritbrnte 
and ‘Hawaiian ‘Sugar Refining, Company: ‘to head the sugar’ division, and 


‘as assistants to,Ri&p’ Rolph: he ‘appointed, Earl D. ‘Babst, president. 


sugar refiners 
of the American Sugar Refining» ‘Company. (largest mamex eerparchian in 


the world) and Jamison of ‘Arbuckle: ‘Brothers. Hoover explained: "This 


rao 


army of civilians 4s ‘an- army, of specialists and they, can "be officerea 


only ‘by. men from their own ‘ranks -- from the commercial ‘body of the 


‘Nation who ‘have “knowledge and experionce in all the multitudinous: 


branches of their proda&ction and labor." | | : 
. Z 
Judged wy. performance ,. ‘emenex the Food ‘Aduinistration wax 
enjoyed an impressive success. The paca thay ‘fed, and. the flow of 


} 
agricultural commodities ed ambos | veer)" tier, wheat and cereals, 


~*~ 


i 
7 


oL8ea ; ; & 


, asta never Suche faltered. ‘The domestic market was well-supplied, 
‘and the xmmrexetion yoluntesr ‘conservation program succeeded.. 
Shortages were to. ‘be expected: jehayocmmemaionn pax doemansa rho xn tax shoe 
Nateeixfiteteamthaex the United: States sugfored ‘little except 
.invonvenience, and the Allies were wert, in the war. Production 


bose’ sharply. Prices, to be sure, wénbony throughout the war period, 
‘but not sufficiently ‘to ereate serious unrest or 60.ah& endanger 
the war effort.: . | 


~hadrip-be-patdeftr. There were those’ who 
criticized’ Hoover because ‘the farmer gained far less then the 
SPECpOsscre and other entrepreneurs, ‘because: ‘the SwRhbe rae 


mtecenenmrmnt canted anya Food. Aamints tration 


nuit cave preference to the large: corporations over the :smail 


; manufacturers rand retailers, £5u;th» wocause the semeummacpntcnkt ate 


a 


_ 


ye Sebpisecrnes eee iaeatetot yiexd6 
skinxmx | tla 


pukamm profits of ake big. business. Seam: pachy 2 
“aacreas pencaepenopcanae ek, 
munmkedt. increased fantastically. myn tek he 


4 


 AERARA RNR CRahCAe apa beopreRata cand 
wbxhexex RES 


am oat the expense of the government and ‘the ‘Consumers. But. 

iheotemex what_couldclleowni=aee  Meotiteoring was not limited to 5 
food inteeetes: -- tie steel, coal,. aluminum, :machine tool, autontave, 
‘and every other war industry .pameperedutenern . took advantage of the 
con ee ees, provkterBy=the emergency, 

’ Mae oal oporatoreqreported (BFOFres on capital stock ashigh as 

a 7, 856 ‘percent; fux the-wancyeur®, electtice. machiner. and appliance 
(18,204. nee clothing. and ary; goods | ‘stores, ‘9,826 | peents Dhittg 


automobiles a rts 2yXMPaxsz Heir 2709: percent, subphur, '3,515. perce: 


Mutaxntmomon T ge industries supervised by Noover 
aha 


‘4ncreased ‘their: yield. by 
by<sld percent, cannoers .of fruit. ‘and, Tegetables,: ‘WE 2052 percent,, 


‘etre watmeee 
‘gag. meat packers: by. 4: 244-percent. In-other-wordey profi teerinig-was 
a a at aac the~patiem.of-the-wer: the polities 


hiiy one [ “ aleved 
that. favored gush looting were determined not alone by Hoover, wat 
witirctiie agreement of President Wilson, the war cabinet, and other 
infjuenbte}, advisors oacere Giaiat stration > ‘ 
Yet whatotirer”courde-couldhaye-beert followed within the 

frenework Of =Sap italteint pao with the lessons of ska World War I 
' ‘ym widely ‘now | Prdcaidely-disowssed, the same pattern was repeated 
in World’ War = -- despite price control, compulsory rationing, 

' mex renegotiation of war contracts, astevaesniraa de tex 
schedulesix Undercapttuttem;-1ti's-not-peculjar £o-@md-tee- 
eodhomy controlled by the capital ist;“hadur Watts “the era of ’ 

. monopoly capitalism, thexmmumekamn monpolists Ke suprene., Noweks 
tnatr-power-tut-ed-to-finence_and-tndustry“Rlone; 5 
aatre-tocomeijer’ Fne-govermrent-tomnding 6 and hess ee boss 
the. reality of the\.economis system, ax though © mumtretauns of 
the-nation!s-econtiy”xaeiaakoel sai Wore. unable Bie to Ox roise influence 
upon tHe” government Bate that mas matter ser fs os a not® hold. the =o Prey cpaorant 

aiathna o- ements sion ey 
mot-merely “collaborate-with” Big-maatness ;-4-b~wamectimati"fonbinede- 

inextricably with- ett a Herpontctaenah By ‘training ol 

personal enieeas 4 Wrkee big business -man-inchhtige; ert was 

no: exception? for dan SH Lopartmonth of governnent, eh policy- 

making gemnehesynikk | groups, vig.atebaed’ naa age representatives. 

SSE A EIR ey 

Sdguinaxioxacks oe Tnessi 


a 


power. 


ie 

| induebry—to-wan: Ax. fia: Ke one outetae! industry nztooheadea 
wh bwe various departments x the Food Administration me wuld have 
wth be amuit 0 Mey suf aa 
antagonized the very corporations on Ween succ. ae Ae 


| 
his program depended. He expressed his OW mhy Oiiblveies-and-nis 


and_thexgoverinentS dilemma before wx a Senate tarexbtgzbhingn 
comnodity whether 
committee investigating/shortagessauriago was asked sf he hadcnat- 


o* aaa sugar refiners the pumfitex same rate of profit ar<tinsse / M4 
| Aled 


" 


kit 


aan -20« ® 


1 a question; of=kts~own: "Do you dispute the right of a commercial 
interest ‘to-make its prewar normal profit?" ents BS ite eee 
vale aap 
adimaxuthh wert on to remark that he pares. soktnx hina chraem yn Shh ar 
Sexi "$n theory that no one sea make a profit at all out of this 
war, but I have serious doubts whether as an economic system the 


country, would revolve twenty-four hours without it? 
‘fl whysly mend 7 A bee 
He, must face reality, and-tMt=eent he must dgel-ten 


‘umn | Wwuhey 
preserve the status quo ,. Work . within the xymk. productive ee) aaa 


it wasmsonst jibes “-ehoose gy his. lieutenants them 
mitts, th Tat ays of a wnfitly 
indestTy.mxthankighepaht He had wa patience wit: ie re 


8 ce nn 


text xankiumixaphenx cthommptpxkenked dismint. Hé-talked-dencoracyy: 


i v Toy | mis Bsdeesaerf 
_ wel or Piattnenmcemamearpiat Bet soverluniehebood, amiceeney té=meoen 
nad tH joy © tae presorvatien o@>xmphta times mthe the free enterprise systonsaaabe, 


waduinxetnpedyxeminknansiome wes~sonaihiuied. Daxhtexnineyrmephtetiee 


es anf tr Muth 
sate, pay system dexeakepat aaxalaied Sold d-pecabused and some monopolists, Suxioua 
saxumian yy. failing to cuted thes bys at rato 


jarred, 


. Wen special’ pita thed., wieamamatiiion . aay-bocvomdanad in poacetine 
but mecenalre Gnoleiokeney during | ware. Hoover hhempiesdn tax appealed 
to aa ane oo ane ee ee 
pec . pepe Remiliogietssin 
¥ doth few, » Vat: ae: 
capitalism; rathe wae . ofthe smaivtaneds 
Ee oe what he considered the 


why 
fundamental laws of society | operated’ dsaspeudeatly: of man's 


Ac tak ag 
soneetoesesn, without-atteuptingabs alter or constrain these laws. 


é Za) 2 . penn 
& democracy wae an elaborate facade) resting on. the rwke of 


the. financiers and: industrialists -- with the consent of the ruled. 


anh ae 


“Thyeegeepegss 
Lt-wasnthe-fanctivnvel-the-pespheste~ mexheks ACC Opt shis wax 


. polpey-malcingzscmmbetSet. But 


l~ 


fyaatent War eae 
wantdluneepwne an cadramt anne, OF oxberery Upiosed on his committees; 


@2le 
Ostensibly, the people had the right to grant or withhold their 


approval, 7 ageless hearer And 
pg eee the Food Administration provided for 
SaxemanehX representatives, of consumers, farmers » and woreere as 
well as imaritactaxene, processors, and other entrepreneurs, om 
eapictaxtaphmmnt 
sia aan ta emma ATS WATT marine made this gesture to 
AeA Pld dea ridegehane G ts dumataal 


denocracy, eet Ble or eee Bene Mea, there. Consumers? 


4 


orkerefvore os repnmaeeastves of the i 
workers{were Ser ier in! to wee ie approval of policy when Hoover 


i 


ee ‘thought of it, waton was Soide Seldom Thayer mexcernndsce pion chante mae 
oa | 


suggestions p-shey 

were patictnks politel Varad aside. The faruers doses pull Roemer 
prosentyrhutethazamere ‘the big. farmers with politiéal influence, not 
the middie and small farmers, 9, rem compra aes percent of the 
producers, set whose outlook was ae dt tfouent £1 CE ehe t-re8s- bho der gw” 
faruers_ag_teectowkcors-ontlookemms Gif £5768 FFom—theonpTSyOR a 

4 be Syd Avda ctiliti, 
kant the mainstay. of eases! orgentanéion’ and 
aot en 
xguhu-hore—again, Hoover -vonld-not_dedicwith the sual” teheradech 
‘pemapexiack intividuals_sndwas-forsed=toslecn-on-the-spokesmgn of 


sh Naturally, there was criticism. The most voca came not from. 


' exercised 


the the consumers, small farmers, or individual anugacturers » since 


and none dumbapax 


baer} the oriticisms were 


none of texan these groups was organiz 


f 


‘Yegummaniat any significant politi 
raised by anti-adninistration legislators amamk anxious to smear | 


. the President and to embarrass the Democratic Party mit in power. 


Senators Lodge and Reéd sniped £k continuously and whenever a 
genuine eee heard, ‘took 4t over for their om ‘political 

1 

purposes. They badgered;Hoover who had no political experience, who 


had lived outside the United States for ‘twenty years and was apt to 


‘ the tergoor—woryoRTTToRa, Senator Surek Willian ‘E§ Borah of Idaho 


To RERIRSETG ton encanta ine ss, the vast mamapaténhen 
monopolies (packers, millers, and canners)s.e.sI do not mean to say, 
sir, that Mr. Hoover himself has received any personal or 
individual benefit by reason of that. I simply mean to say that his 
viewpoint tg such that he permits those people ‘to, in effect, 
fix their own prices and, to arrange their affairs to such an extent 
that it is a case of an individual dealing with himself in ‘the 
transactions. I have been utterly amazed at the facts which show how | 
ae combines have influenced and controlled the. situation." 
y Representstive charged 
ss ee ‘yerzrs, Sucgramamex ‘Thomas D. Schall of Minnesota saxheeix tke 
is. Gecan Grporation "operated solely and entirely. for the benefit of 
the "big fellow,' using the machinery of storing and of marketing 
and of gathering information soleley for yam tleir profit." 
Henry C. Wallace, r Seoretary of Agriculture, declared that 
"Zhe Food Administration has been run upon the theory that the great 
‘special interests such as the packers,, the canners, the nillers, 
should first be invited to suggest their own conditions and prices -- 
and often their own mon as well -~- and then mst be persuaded 
volmntarilly to accept such modifications of these proposals as: the 
Food Administration found it to be indispensable. to makes 9} $o9y, cee 
Under th:se circumsatnsessewie with thepower of the Food Administratio 
- largely in the hadns of men nominated by and representing the packers 
‘and other great speéial interests...its seems to me as if ‘the full 7 
measure of possible mistakes ha@ bee pretty well filled to the brime® 
| Naturally there was 
ckiticism of the Food Adntnt stration, )xost CESS tk legislators 


, anxious to smear. the President and enberrass the administration, 


Tunpxbadzareaiuiigewan Senators Remizniectya Re 
seed -and Lodge delight 
— RoOrsy wissWas surly mntexustme When 211. sie, ghted in 


oe bd | 
aefenshve ami ee ee ; 


a a ara ca aaa aca 
The attackers. proved the specu ¢ Sax fhe Food Administrdtian 
(14ke 911 other war agéncies) permittedc gto Rthencfonc tine 


great corporations to make huge profits, vers discriminated against 
the farmers and domsmmanmpxbkmk consunerse 2. Mabsexux Dollar-a-year 
mere orten ‘paid’ tnoas ii saisttee by the Sorporat ions "lending" 
them to Hoover, “tesa advance: on,to profiteer, maxnexcbhex 
mmgar speculate, and XBXxx win aagankaese ofer competitorse S- 
Monopoly practices of the Food Adminiatration increased the kha 
mixkhe power of big business: at the expense of tt smaller 
independents. 4. 4m The Sugsr “walization Board (created ‘by Hoover 
in 1918 to buy. gh the entire eperee ee crop and summimt control 
American cane and beet sugar) kept, prices: down to theapx refiners 
wut allowed’ the Ue. at ucstern to boost prices and increase their 
margin of profit akxutiom to the detriment of thé consumers. 5- In the 
moat division, the mkgmn leading packers forced Heocver to "change 
his ae pees so. tut elcecieadacwentathanan: hog’ risers aa ces 
Sent  yses Sn eae: be penalized : Seed cg tev en to Gakeencg ‘them a 
areneneene! Seco fat --. this allowang the packers to Spams’! 


uA 
e-prige:paid<to the pine nie tepid the 


vetanad de] hl enact ‘to tye consumers at inflated 


levels. oth | 
Le au Taptinion / . ineffi chency,. 


‘These—wore ountiless: other. charges of Rametitk change hn 
discrimination, viobation: of sour ‘pusiness practices, disregard for — 
cainkes laid down. by Congress) in—the-enabling legislation, 
eluseyr ont 
greating. the Food Adminixtration, ani siways profiteering, mere 


gum profiteering, mew-inwtafices of=profitearing. ‘Zak Hoover was the 
barget,’ sinos-he-hasded--bheva senepauta-he mist shoulder the 


“246 
: 7 | responsibility forxaug mistakes and failures. But Hoover's record 
‘was no worse than that of mugneitoen-hegd-ofadoy, otneh “frbortant war 
agenoye Hoover played the game according to the rnles. On the whole, 


he agreed with the rules. Business was conducted for profit -=- xaxr 
: Bron ty bets bene he wareiee- or peacetime made no difference. The 3 


= CHAK fn 
rules permitbed fine speeches re to ee the-coustepts patriotisn: 
but the speeches were not te-becta aberelly. The Food 
a Aust, dem elena W 


, eee ux "stabilized" pricosst at-avlevel-thrt proddwi+tew 
or farmer! igto are aay cgrieuiees2- pr productions ‘The conswners 
~-did—thet ene poh ee ipeaiiolearatiy uel nas "reasonably" 
inflated igs and roluntand22y outing down -om cosumption of 
. products héch there waasdanger-of sontous shortaybe. koa the 
ae coporations dtactoekr me: euet=purbeet buyige cheap 
fom the farmers and "sellang snxexhonkee the processed product 
deare SacmaceceX Unlesactiey-coulé-make.a-profit,—they_ wouldnot 
sar tnmsFatire. Tae’ areal rules of the gane,a Hoover ‘agreed. 
He played his pet ee ‘concealing fiee profiteering. whenever he could. 
‘He persuaded the Pessinent/eo sucpesen: ‘& report of ‘the Federal Trade 
Comission reporting on the staggering profits being me Oba 
; —~——— wer contracts, Tf was the nature of—capitelten-to~tmlee-pro ite «= 
rae OM fe question the part#iotism of thexcmmmxinenkem those-e called 


"the big constructive.men, the men of brain wealth". 
18 Dis businessyleaders sBBo HW 


t “ 


' "te understne~t ° -- 
: Vee oe : mT 1 aaa what meena, 


». but ‘the Slogan eeké that capital and labor alike 


- bore the brun’ of the laws ‘The Karkersx sons of workers , ore, farmers 
Went a inte the ey ane TERE HIE 
Mis eohe ef -same-s0r7ar n-lesders;- mt ut of spires teceaate ~fewer 
AT Awagn, des, 
ak ee ere aad Tas workers 8 ed the -working-dxys-the- 
| femmonsveaied Fs a awn to sundown, ond_the-finanesers-atti-WOPEb@. | 
Lh puc , 
The, workers ked-higher wages which did not pase the cost of 


Livdgrgy_tirenfaxrmors, 


¢ ) i, ‘SRE i we 
| Advings ‘the. farmers realized more on kt cropSand was. able to 
nake init payments on: agricultifal machnery, 2ux to increase aée- 
yields. andl oa ths sseperatidns reskéeed wat wWeerpvyersy increase of 
power, vest eu wealth, wamhxuam vastly. swelled profits. BYE yo 
each accordin gto his—oontributions. Tre packers borrowed money from 
‘banks ‘they wogad and paid themeeiwes imtamemtx high interest rates . 
watch the government refunded to-kismh as part of kambramemhxafn their - 
camer costs, ant Fuog tee penitrvbet totale profit on. 
_ all capital ‘n, ” whether: Leer invested” auxhugx ‘before the war or 
| borrowed from ‘themselves am wally ‘In terms of equality, of 
sacrifice, the: maaan exhortations -mZ and promises made by the 
government and its war agencies wexaxfixiesic. misrepresented the 
facts. Hoover realized this. But that was the way. thaxampx capitalism 
worked. Ze believed in capitelion, he pelieved that aexptton despite 
absuses xamamazey the. crisis of war, capita, isn. wan am mast not 
Seecuktcmsicoeaemn sek tom cio ws follow its own. logie, and in the ond,. would. 
work out for the Jrasicx good of all. He ‘pegrested: the. criticisns, he 
. resented thom. sinoe he considered objections. sertintes carpinge He 
stolidly, paxmtete insisted that profits wore "normal" e- that te, 
prangligery were and did hot want to rectify, he refused to 
acknowledgee 
| cr ae al To: Congress 
showed a: .cortain contempt, duce: ibe 


| he 
He mew thatThe eat gnation of: 
men. thke Lodge. and Reed Vice KARMA RATAN GRACO Or super-profits 


.gomng. to the corporations was machine epene deme, not genuine -« 
since Congress itself ‘by, legislation prevented. Hoover. from interfering 
tes. strenuously with profits even had he mamkmix considered .suek 
interferences. He had :contempt for, politicians, who would take 
advantage of eny dislocation, maxumkkereven during a war. Ne .xx 


considered them opportunist,. insincere. He was doing a. xa ‘splendid 


‘pb -- no one could deny. that he had raised ‘production. and fed the 


be & ; “266 Pe @ | Hy + ed prreefisuusy , 
Allies. xy fheir hostility to him, Hoover sae fa 


vateiieasicn maicaskintetonaxeads saw—pottiness—and-laek—of—re spotiaibttet} 


‘Congress Tern eee spent tat eae hin cole fixing 


certain legisla+rebuked Aitssk the veedirlety mate fas 


_ Senator Varimean Vardaman: "Have you spent: very mech of your time in 


prices; yet 


¢ 


Sangrexex When he tabaiized prices within certain limités, Samer 
the legislators. steno aS eases coreers me” 
price fluctustibae, Of course, Saamermx when Hoover “a&é attempt. 07~ 
stabilization, th -ktiRetions-were dipeoted. ‘toward oe ae 
prices = bis facuene, aoe benemg. : Wa the 
corporations. ber His answer was that he oy force the 
farmers into line, and if he had attempted in—anyciley to obese 
big business ,xuxuxpxadnatiien the corporations woulé heve refuse¢ 
to cooperate whtictetm and the war effort wouldhape suffergl. 
Kani tbedttdeting pineds, treated Gmady, Hoover 
was cold ahd hostile in htscemmmmerks ap peesanioe bet ere Congress. 
He oe bhaie reais oe as one Waarwtiiing=-6o guard his answers, th, 
cvakd_gtrtf NP TEVSS TIE ADT aaa means torabtwck™ hts 
venue thers evasive andgt often ni crepresentes. men aaaees 
wihxkxexhal w here he ,nad practiced in his profession im the last 
Frenty years, he : "In the United States, in connection with 
Mexicose" Sue Senator Vardaman continaed: "QYat other soutrtonl® 
Hoover: "Ghina, Australia, South Africa, ani Russia, I think." 


the United States ‘in the last twenty years?" Woover: "I ‘have spent 


a considerable portion of my time here. I have been away off and on, 


sometimes for a year, sometimes for two or three years." s 
‘ yours ov huts ‘ a raanly 
showers to other questions jwere apt to. tha 


false impression, toche- colored Ty EHS Sino~gvasivencss and ralugtance. 


‘The mamnenmhtex democracy Hoover praised in his speeches had ‘ps 


inconvenient aspects; Congress With-thempertttetens wes one of theme. 
wh 


Hoover resented amy t his methods oo lw Sete a joe 


*, : ~ ; _ we: , . 
i ry 7 a ; ; das Athnin 4 
uw, 
th (aud '@ au ann ey fy afyerd Quinn naetaiod P My Or 
to. dott, and memset eT a ecm cea Ay his 
: are 1 ; ny 
interiors!” + had made. setae he ie jun Sem Belgian Heliéf, he 
sshd 
was respected, a Congress : “should yess chim -- a "constructive" man 
oo Mutu On, Qavyur ade 


‘sof wealth and: ‘brains, and-noe m 
‘ 


; % B, i ; : ‘ 
conkenpt-fOrt Congress » 80. disastrous "to" Satan FSers~1atge My 
Ms WLM Oa 4 bachaten | 


' Net ond, 4 
rTaanoor: epoliticians -@keywtese -, 


g 
186 gene insight and vision, b 
it é 
ist prt on thoseawg- Ny Gre lified ~ 
hres : 3 
mn "to. intty. -- snd_trex-weee not plens. Rathespetae- 5 
“ralers mast Nile “tn the-stvbeqprnl men of affairs, waeee dank Z 
adeouste pout nets intelligence and responsibility. ‘The United 
Spates was a great capitalist Sountrys ‘The shqmad tee 
iw ana 
ruled bythe. capstalista whe 
oltticians should: ce was demago wo, andedbewes 
Cwith “boy Hig Wd int id fy, 
Laoeeewly dangerous: 4= "t0) pretend t dt the pe a — agent mob, tho-4 
ir ma ONAL Y, Soeee: esa nfo and eee to make a success a 


Apt rter tut fla thous Chitty E 
of their om Lives, sible jute chmtaant fee ee ¥ 
Setuwn GF. : ; 


a, greet-matson, Beever_hadCan=pationcewith-sich matemrt pilean - 
Ly Tos ' tA 
AERA. peace, Feat tate us ose like himself and wey 


wie he ‘selected to. cooperate with ‘him in the Pood Adninistration 

ae Ke haa a AON m PA ded 1p tlh a; 

: a ud ining, and experience, ‘Hoover could think’ of no-man itis ‘4 

« beige a el Ut WS te Lat at brea eee Wty 
ais xuRheax clearer simtmy vision, grater mere relevant 


2 
Lith experience, a vetter training for public office, than—himeok? 


j 


\ * 


‘\ od : ; 4 
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‘ 
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f 


ofr big pusiiees mounted fantastically at the aiente of the 
consumers and the government, Bat profiteering was not® limited to 


The steel, 
Loode Shmak, coal, Sluminum, machine voor) automotive and every other 
. A certain 
warniminshxey war industry took advantage: of the emergency. Sunk 
profits 


operators, for example, zoponted metic, during the war years/on 
capital stock as high as 2526s, soeats /eiestate machhme and 
SB mamufacturers , 1esane percent; slothing eget good stores, 


phur, 5,000 
MARE percents automobiles and parts, 2708. percent; xupiekur, 


“percent. Those industries SUPP Nese Py Hoover reflected the general 
eo) . i 


pattern: various canners =na vegetables and fruits increased their 


yield on’ capital stock by as mich as 2,000 percent, meat packers by 


~~ segm@xrge 4,000 percent. The policies that permitted such unconscienabl 


looting were determined not by Hoover alone, but in agreement with 


President 
{ ‘ 


‘ o ¢ Pe ot (ia ted 
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Pi 
: defensin mA péventfils 


éstigations revealed the {Food Adminixtreston! 2 


4 


hs Ata nibs instances, the licensed Andustrysxmm. inns 
supervised by: men ‘wholly in sympathy aoe ‘said cae te a, 


witness: noatsgtte Heover asserted to. 8 Senate committee. fax! 
| a , a. xa Z an ; zB g ntinn 7 tithe ori oe if me : rae : ae 3 : 
ores ae, Buk. This wag ‘true, wax bhotigh’ Hoover kak ‘ tek't he “haa no. ether 4 
| | , possible: ‘choice.’ What was mere: deportenty, ‘Homie apne vig 


‘business men within ‘the, Food Adnausitea tion fuemnmaxpratotes: 


4 
& 


4 g san . F 


c rae | rer eaet 8 7 : 
‘fayored' ‘the: interests of ‘the’ big corpora tions RxER over the smaller 
}. _ +. .@ still greater 


mi oe marureghurere| ‘onda sibct sa the (result was a/concentration of 
| power in the! hands: of! the. trusts at the expense ‘of tH. smaller 
ey) 


independents, ai oy 
. ‘ ‘division ® 


: “This took many fome.’ iu ‘Zhe ‘meat ee for ORERP IC, 
shaxkeedeanaorneminane Sno was. headed ‘by representatives of the 
2 big packers, Saaax "Joanea” ‘as dorlar-enzeer nen..to the Food. 
Aguindstystion 9 wat sith: ‘usually. samgietentheiemmtechansean, 
‘san contAntsngsto aren Lalartes from: ‘tandeocbbemoae corproations ; 
that-aiiowedsHovver.fo-wes th $ Shiite. As a romult, "fhe Food 


Administration is: hobding te foales: as petwesn ‘the big packers and 


the smaller packers of th¢ country. 1 a read here from two aiffer- 
entletters showing thet they are discriminating against the smaller. 
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Chapter Xe 


, | 
Food for Europe: November 1918 - July(¥] 1929 


The war ended abruptly. The Allied High Command\had expected 
German resistence to continue at least another year, but the blockade - 
had finally worn down the peer Powers. Hopeless peopbe refused to 
fight on. For his part, Hoover did not pretend to any .xuthomthy military 
knowledge;. he hut accepted the generals! predictions and had planned 
his food program accordingly. War or Armistice, he new that devastated 
Europe would ‘be clamoring for all the supplies that could be delivered. 
The Armistice merely altered the manner of distribution, not the need. 
Ee ve Ok 1415 teakabeqraahn Leahy 
In fact, ques Datars tia ientoescs e, Hoover had /initiated 
Go 
discussions with. President Wilson on post-war relief. "Famine is the 
t 3 i * 
mother of anarchy,” he said;, and "Right feeding corrects wrong thinking." ~ 
On his shoulders, by vitrue of his control of food, fell the responsibility, 
jet. & pwewa on tek 
to prevent the collapse of civilization. ; 
oon ony Ch ys, te, ese pula q entord * Cuero, Supe. 


If anything, the danger of faminé «increased with the end 
Onur ia, pint yhe, 

of hostilities. Revolution broke out in i pi das seca and epneas 
Catantny Cimigny 


to the new Liberated countries born out of the ,empires. All over exhausted 


Europes, transportation, production, and distributing services broke down e 


The: Eovernnisnve of tie young nations struggling for existence had not yet 


established their authority: civil war blazed in central and eastern 
Europe, a struggle for power between the radical masses and xhw upper-clas 
reaction othe nobility, the aristocratic officer corps, the feudal 
landlords, and the barons of finance and industry. Hoover had foreseen 


the confusion and had warned that food alone could restore authority and 


check the spread. of ‘socialism. But the Allies, in their fear of the 
upsurge of people which xomht profoundly sinxamama threatened the stability 
of even the victor nations, clung to the wartime blockade against Hoovert 


oe - . @ 


warningsthat the consequences of starvation manexmomensmimsnsntihnahzchhe could . 
prtmmanenion~ xm well be: ominous. The Fpench government obstinately oe 
on sta_rving the "Boches" whro- mist“ 6S WRdS=ESSuseenso that a ee would 
sign the peace the Hench hoped to impose. The English,, less ‘blatant, 
ioseinepecc ula to xain use food Peles political advantagog. If the 
blockade caused suffering to neutral and liberated countries, that was $F 
3 counsd unfortungte, but unavoidable. The Allied ‘igh EZommand ro! sea to 
risk possible leakage of food into Germany. ; | Mf | 
On Wilson's demand, the Allies reluctantly agreed to concessions 
’ in favor of the non-enemy countries, if these concessions were determined 
by an Inter-Alliea committee in charge of foode The negotiations for=sielt va 
‘ComntStso- commenced before the German collapse. Hoover, however, disliked 


; 


the whole idea oe joint control. On the day the Armisitce was signed, he 


a dierent Ly ¥: isha. 
nebie-attaoke He wrote President Wilson an uggent note protesting 


that eee ae proposal "fills me with complete horror."" He violemély | 


ara NEE De haa cooperative arrangements that look to the control of our 
‘exports after Seuaet ae explained, in an inter-office mémorandun 
circulated among Food Administration personnel, that "attempts to deal with 
he problems through the second-class minds and jealousies of the present | 
inter-Allied bodies is hopeless."im He could not help being alarmed at the 
, prospect of interference from the "pgnheads of bureaucratic Europe.” 
’ ; The President readily agreed that food policies must remain 
in American hands. He meauentes Hoover to hurry to Europe as his representa~ 
tives Hoover left for London a wee after the Armisitice. 4e md a clear 
tae of what he wanted to dos caeletey sere all: provisioning without 
consulting xnxx the Allies -- or any other person, with the exception of the 
President. His éxaandgation would be: mamnmdxhyxfinonmt composed of men 
loyal to him personally, who had. worked for him in the days of Belgium 


relief or in Washington, who called him "The Chief,” ahd who never 


questioned his desisions. 


fiancing 4 dut of a, $5,000,000 goant-bpcthe-Prosident fron -warouerEney 


i ore 


a! r 


He found that he could not so easily ignore the Allies. While 


all ssiedi'sveny available food was produced in ‘the United States and, for 


the most part, pate. for either Aisentiy by the U.S. Treasury or through 


loans: to the Allies and se Tae of ‘the liberated countries, 
he fgl 4 
whipping was still jointizasont: soc ee Rormamn military and the 


. blockade was supervised by the High ‘Command. Unless Hoover cooperated with 


the English and Brenc}, he could not get food transported or distributed. — 
Before departing from Washington, he persuaded the U.S. Army 

to purchase large stocks of foodstuffs to be shipped to France for 

storage and apaequent pecouaiennents In other words, he sought to build . 


up reserves on which he could draw as soon as he reached agreement on 


policy in London. On his arrival, he tried to formulate a working plan 
acceptable to the Allies. But red tape and suspicion cresbed exasperating 


delays. Hoover refused to ‘wait on the politié€ians: he despatched a 

emall group of his men to Poland, Austria, and the Balkans to investigate 
conditions ané to report on the needs of these regions. He persuaded Premhtm 
President Wilson to suggest methods of procedure to the Allies: Wilson 
instrugted his unofficial representative, Colonel E3 M. House to araw ‘up 

a note to the Allied ‘povavnnsate requestibf Hoover's appointment as Director 
General of Relief in charge. of provisioning the enemy and liberated 
populations Lanne Allies procrastinated . With’ ae 8 ‘permission, Hoover 


rons 


opened an office in Paris and began shipping food to Serbia and, Pern. 
\ Bua vd Paaadtid pout iz Hawonriat Ah itited pean, 


fundg. Immediately, the French and English, afraid of being expluded 


. alotgether, sent representatives ‘to cooperate with Hoover's staff [Because 


Hoover refused to be put off, the Allies agreed on the last day of 1918 
to establish a Supreme Council of Supply and Relief, and less thah two 
weeks later xmammaininmuam accepted Hoover as Director General of this body. 
But within a month,. the problems of feeding most of Europe proved far too 
complex to be administered by this isolated committee. The Council was 
transformed into a food section headed by Hoover and attached to the 


whe ‘ 4 


Supreme. Econonile Council (responsible aa reobey to the Sppreme War Council, 
the highest inigx executive body dusing the- Armistice period}. ‘Pahbutnan 
MAXSK EMPTOR adi meMnMe Mah ed ToL aK This aha lack organization 
supposedly. coordinated policies. - 7 
2 
The problems of relief were not merely organizational. ‘Four 
“anys after ‘the Armistice, while Hoover was still in Washington, he issued 
a "Memorandum on Reconstruction," outlining five urgent reasons for getting . 
‘supplies £m into Europes The first reason was simply "to stem the bide. | 
of Bolshevism.” ‘The second sendin ei could Lacs Fan assured 
dn countries where the population was ,sta rvinge Third, thix stability 
wad Untal Ctetes + Hy Allies 
must be achieved wy the enemy ‘nations if’ ine Gancee renee expected to collect 
indemnities. Pourth, since Allied and American troops were to occupy 


certain portions of Germany (and perhaps of Austria} ,. the feeding of these | 
_ countries was imperative to avoid resistence and to save lives and“moneye 
Finally, the spread of Bolshevism threatened all of Europe, and she only 
bx alleviating starvation could the anti-Bolshevik governments sponsored’ 
by cri Allied and Associated powers. be made secure.” 
‘Hoover did not intlude in this memorandum certain other 
reasons for relief. During the war, the Food Administration had urged 
American producers to increase agricultural surpluses. When the war suddenly 
be tgs pn Te 
halted, Hoover recognized the danger = these surpluses Elopiitng the 
Américan market, causing a‘break in ao ama prices (which would lead 
to an abrupt over-all deflation? anda ‘collpase of American economy. Am 
Lnmediate ‘post-war depression would rob the United States of benefits it 
sought out of the war -- and HeOv ers the Food Administrator, might well 
be considered the valhaing ds political future would’ be ruined almost 
at pm inception. . 
_. Particularly, Hoover worried xbamt over the ‘surplis of 


Is 
larg and pork. Por Deheenber | 1918, the Food pansrts tes toe had on hand 
350,000, 000 pounds of pork products over and above the needs, of the Siatmt 


~‘ 


‘ . -5- 
‘United States. Some of this surplus was highly perishable. For each of the 
next two months, ‘the surplus would exceed 400, 000, 000 pounda In order to 
Ay 5 Poi ddailate. 
a ee the price of 174 cents oe potnd already promise a, to the hog raisers 
Sed 
Horcver sane find some means of disposing of tHe surpluses. To be sure, the 
hee pray ly. paductsy 
Allies "had contracted for thm most of » and the war tud 
‘continued, Xammant there would have been no problem. But with the arn teesees 
England, France, and Italy cancelled thebr orders and ‘Hoover's attempts to 
force these: nathons to honor previous commitments were successful only in 
the case of France and *talys The English steadfastly refused to fulfill 
. thetr purchase eenbeaatal ppmibadtimg, x ooutichbumte noping theneey to ‘break the 
high=prives and to benefit nem xe from thesdeacprion lower prices at 
a later date. The’ British argued that theyzmomidxnmhxexntienentoxANEMeER ge 
dekhmpomixax if the United States wanted to dump the pork, then’ the | 


UsS. Treasury should advance a special loan to cover ‘the purchase. 

The packers suggested that Hoover xaznt reduce ele price 
guavanteed to the farmer, onzperk. But this " "solution" would ruin te hog 
raisers, and xmomik amount to ‘political suicide for Hoover who had pledged 
& minimum prise aa pork Broce sea rea spa cireseees: Instead, Hoover proposed 
to—the-Adzhed-Ati4es . that “ier lift the blockade against Germany te allow 
UeSe pork to Seich tne starving population; he suggested that the pork be 
WAR shiprrd, 
‘sold to neutral countries for cash, sud the niistrals in turn cowid serach 
oh Beh Germany Sate lem mtee payment in. kind. The proposal: was 

‘xppaemad accepted om until the High Command “intervened and for political 
reasons refused to violate the blockade. Hoover ‘then ordered the “rain 
Corporation to purchase all the pork it could ‘possibly afford for 
subsequent relief, and, by rushing shipments to the liberated countries, he , 
_ managed ‘to absorb the surplus and to ‘save the fewk market. In this Lees he 
: salvaged his: own prestige and the pork producers! guarantood 2 retune ibn bite 


produx$; nen ec aa a pacman godt tagcat survive-the 


pene te 8 AERTS thor awit 
“ay aireioult period after=the-Ammistice until fimaéry the German blockade 


was relaxed in March 1919. . 


= Geo 


Still, his maummen maneuver het exposed him go Senate attack. President 
Wilson. had asked ‘Congress to appropriate $100 ,000,000 for the purchase of 
‘yrelief food, and had instructed Hoover to form the American’ Relief 
Administration to allacate and handle all food purchased with this funds 
But Conggess, hostile to Wilson since the mid-term elections of November 1918 
and ‘suspicious of Shpocmstdoa xpmth Sch Sach Hoover, delayed approval.. The dalmkm 


- tr 8: bat due eston was raised whether 
Hoover was ‘the best man to sdninieter tite | large fund: he was accused by” 
witnesses of having entered into agreement with the meat packers to help 
them unload surpkuses ag high prices on ees amd - oF uaing fubiie funds 
’ 
for this purpose. Certain Senators pr ead that tye priceSto be. producers 
‘pe maintained and the pricesreghtzed—by-the- packers be reduced -- thus “ 
| Xonmefiin lowering the retail price of meah and encouraging greater domestic 
consumption. Siauakuxr%oxakmahim The influential Senator from Idaho, William 
Ee Borah, attacked Hoover as a spokesman for monopoly, who had permitted 
the packers to make "unconscionable" profits during the war emergencye 


"How did they Tene packers] get it?” he dongod eds "They ‘got it undér the 


administration of Mr. Hoover, and he is still nelping theme: And he has 
transferred 
xmamxfemoad the same represeng&tives of the packers to Europe $hat he had 
with him in his Pood Administration. They are in Europe now, dickering 
‘to unload the saauerat surplus on Europe. The ‘echeme to rensolltetarring! 
Europe did not originate in Europe. It originated in Chicago.™” 
Ultimately, Congress i& donnopeiates the $100,000,000 and ° Hoover 
supervised its wap Adhoystus gd” 
ximhwhxbhemesmkk through the American Relief Administration, which resembled 
the old C.R. Be All Zo0d was distributed by Americans (often so lunteers) 
recipient: AIA p 
cooperating with local com ttees in the-maxhmax countries. {he Ps carte dy uy 
determined policies, basing-his--operation 
Hoover makixtussimmitat A.R.A. rettef. pains feioectn tnxachionn ase Sumax 
To ower Mtl wal Ths, U2, 


gu er 
Jo"ntormation received from his staff in the Fiera Hey cleared AcReAe projects 


wa wth (el 
through the food section of tke Economic Council, ax ‘isch, he dominated ,and 


du tM heh Joh 
Senemxmnie darkest w iat nalready appointed him D pedo: General of Kelief. 


“lee en 4 
eg \ueli re an yer te AT? futuet Y 
kobumthy,) A. ReAs ‘peceme more: than the-distrtbutorgf food bouwgat wihimihen — 
alae fioerts Cates lel 9% Avge 
thrangh the congressional funds. Hoover’ 8 organization hamixesimatx 


A i Kaayeatas ceonumeanra WA AA andar 4 1tHA Aik, berattal al: Y 
ne ali—food, ether tt, ve financéd by direct payments ok (as 
\y 


Ly 
in the case of Germany, which: adpossted ‘gold tocever food shipments) 


‘Six¥ix Whether itewas Dought wiéh loans to the Allied goyermments (as. in the 


wie coal 
oe of Austria, ural tee sae Pron pt xe 
itngite Oa baer B Crt fpmaatent 
M03 ‘by U.S. Treasury loang.to—these government cee it wae 
: Treasury: ” eee 
by: direct/loans,to the nations receiving shipitents (as in the case of 


Greece and Italy); or whether the-Esd-was provided on: creditd, the-finmrin 
-of—wirtchrw-ere~khanim to be arrangedulaber (as in the case of shipments to 


the White governments of Yaioumth Yudenitch ax and’ Deniken).e 
Ostensibly, » ‘Hoover: must defer to the Surpeme Economic 
Council. Actually, as the most influential member of the counesl, he, 
winds tarv\ 
determined policy pretty much for himself, the tuatnecorp pation Handless 
nts. Hogyér dealt directly with the new govermnents. .of the liberated 


" varieties 
/ ‘nations, determining the amounts and mmxbkihem of food to deliver. He could 


) 
not, of course, violate the Dlockade. But he fought against it vigorously 
through President Wilson, who trusted Hoover's judgment. In the end, he J 

_ managed to gat the blockade against Gerriany, littea.. As he kept zminimm 

insisting to the President, the world ‘had to live with ee it would 


be wiser to haye.a. stable Gorman governnent dear crit cae than ae Germany 


dominated by anarchy and Bolshevism. "Famine »" he stressed“once again, 
"is 
kets the mother of anerchy." 


oe 


‘ x + 
er ee ti ner 
F6m the wiroke peficax6?-the Amistice ( 
qm Versailles Toaty) wagaaigned-ty"he tirere-ofasiatal, ‘the pene makers 
met in Parise Duning-most—of ‘this, perted,—the—Big-Four—-<-wiTsong-Floyd 
5, Senn enanee cease eee 
forme Gebrge;-Olemenceau, and-Orlando= O=r= n= _mere-dvat ting cthe_treaty.-Hoover 
es 


was not officially assooistea with ‘the American peace Somma's 2408, but he: 


gave his counsel freely, often unsotictted. 4e had definite ideas of what 


: eo = & 

‘the peace must accomplish. Food was his weapon, the most powerful and 

persuasive weapon of all. He did ‘his utmost, with extraod@dinary success, 

to wield the weapon Lnxmnafimbiy effedtively, to use it to establish the 

\ 

prepondsct tone of what he oo the peace should achieve. 

vnrenstntll 
- The ,problem of pdace=nas;—tamthan an=the-eyes-of7the Big 

(diag, Hey & eed VANE pr. hedges” errr ak third ee. eiah", meek ow] 

Pour =Hooversemphe cally agreed), aie primarilly smynaibx oa : probien 
‘prevent se ‘the spread of socialism. The peace makers agresd that the 
“Soviet covernmneny in Russia mst be shashe by-whatever-means“frovsd. 


Vi 
“ yt biee 


VitestBe, and the nation restored ‘to its rightful mae on either as a 
modified autocracy, ‘or as 3 capitalist Neier aes the property rights 
of landlords and pins iat tiaes (and of course, of foreign - eaveevons) 
would be properly Sah eguarced eosvs een the spread of Russian "hte henewt enn 
{Bolshevisn” must be prevented in Europe and in the colonial smpivex world. 
Bolshevisn, to the statesngn, was. synonymous to murder, torture, arson, 
rape, free love, the destruction of property, and worst of all, the 
appropriation of foreign investments ana ‘the elimination of private profits. 
Rhbem The peaee makers realized ‘that Bolshevism was moEery a more horrendous 
name for socialism -- but the ‘war had not been fought to have it end with 
the destruction of man's noblest achievement, the capitalist system. 
There were several methods: of launch ing the campaign agesnet 
socisiteit The most obvious was to OHA Allied and American troops ‘into 
>. Russia to crush the Soviet government. The second was to intervene by 
proxy, oF ot alyportsee ngs men, munT tions. and suppliés fi interventionist 
‘armies lea by self-appointed patriots (usually @nentatmagemerachan Crarist 
generals or out-and-out brigands with visions of loot and power).' The third 
- was to’ crush socialism wherever it. appeared outside of Russia with ‘the ishom 
blockade, and if reepaeauy? by armed force, and to impose Wx "democratic" 
regimes that woul Meal their gratitude to the western Pomers et eT 
ap- their aaah o foreign investorse. 


Hoover opposed the first method as impractical -- peace, 


\" | Kak hy mutel MAL Ly dehy Set te Me 
a fois le 63] ae i tbaad Ou ff oe 


he contended, could not pe established! bY making more war, an BeSteOes 
« Beppu 
xh ee thebaswae-denger: that the invading armies would be wan infected by . 


Ite Ceeearetes f 
the Bolshevist fever. mene second method: he~£ovnd no more reliable, since 


it WHF costly and at best a poor gamble! siiimmtand The third method was likely 


to sores’ iPtsert if ityweas based on force and not on perenmitsk persuasion. 
‘he -hadSro=doubt that 
Hz Since, socialism was the legagy ne famine, he insisted | obat the western 
Cie Unrarnt WA 4d, tod taba Steels and: 
ponerse had only to provide "ths—peopre with_food/ ey pee and 


St wT | 
, socialisn mouis, wither for lack of) no tL ‘waka weak cabana Pi 


ST CMLANES Tat Ore Ete Bass ch en said Hoover Same years later in 


summing up his theory, "possessed of the weapon of fiood for starving 
nt 


Pode, can preserve and strengthen itself more effectively than by arms 
\ue, peace conference Up y 
ve Tne waitiex showid choose the governments they—want d--te support xkx and then 
ermi t 


pe people 
provide sufficient food to whew these governments to whip the 

| con ‘thts. relief 
into lane. If thé beneficiary of wALURE lawgescse refused to. follow’ 


instructions, then food could be ers a and’ the pffender would fall into 
Chad 
line quickly enough. | even in aetdin Soviet Russia, Hoover was sure , 
ward Afrdle  Corineret trae Ty Tusa 
that sf food NXE “WEES poured, into the COUNLEY, theapaople=wWou carer cara 


Pov, uty 
Uw? co rgot ‘their radical leaders .Orice the Siotieas weve relaxed, the main 
advanced by To ryndind 
excuse/the Bolsheviks xCOOR EL fer their failures would vanish and the 
Q, muir It was 
"people would suddenly ee esttgesboaitovian yee intolerable. Dainese 


‘the stubborn and aiiiaowininake vee ce the bimmmk blockade that 
prodded populations into desperation and made them easy pray prey to a 
unscrupulous agitators preaching socialism, anarchy, the Seatiaetien of 
private-profit enterprise -- Bolshevisnl 

Hoover's arguments-- and he was by no means juaxbkaimk 


‘hesitant in c tine ‘them Et eceaginae eae CntTONn <= impressed Wilson, . 
4d, PyAsalit war GALSTE fring W Leen frit: iad 
but that did not mean-he-wax abdided.by Hoover! 8 suggestions. He oe under . 
( p erent, Tht i ' 
intolerable pressure throughout the peace conferenco}, ané he Gaxeway A, 


Asal TAM Tab Ay 
on every immediate’ issue ‘naretum for Alli fe ne ises to form a League as 


of Nations xkkm based on Sherpaecersscet his famous Fourteen 
Points. So far as the liberated nat ions eareart -- Jugeslavia, Hungary, “oland, 


eee cK a 
~-10- w’ rg) Ae " 


* 
, Czechoslovakia, Finalnd and the Baltic countries, -- Wilson ‘persuaded the cy 
Big Four to give Hoover a free hand so loyg as he did not compromise with : 
liberalism. The Big Four were sufexmRukunhemwik safe in trusting Hoover Sh é 
‘But ire it came to Germany and Soviet Kussia, the peace makers ignored 
Hooverg awh insistec at to-hbsomind the Simoni blockade was never =“, 
"an effective’ instmment to force ‘peace; it is ‘an effective, however, to 4 
force Bolshovien."Etcams Qnry when Germany and Austria were on the verge 
of auenapee (or, spoxpniociek from the point of view of the revolutionary 3 
forces - within these nations, on the verge of a ee victory) -timt laa 4 
,| the blockade wes hastily removed and Hoover Wee hela) to begin food 
' shipments. Hommanrnmkemiedgnkeing But even aftber=the-UI0cKade Was 
countermanded , Hoover continued to insist that the delay had eas 
incalculable harm and~postyoriedrecovery=f10m=tHe=ver to tie detriment=ef 
nfe-mnore capitalist worlds mg ‘ 
As for Bussia, the Big. Four monentarilly played with the 
: idea of halting fhe war raging on. all sides oF kha the small Rmishentxt 


with “oscow as its center, 
iskand of PEPELEOEY sR chiens mow where the “Sasoeioonh whem Lenin government 


ee, cn Le rar of Wea asf | 61 tse 


HLA 
. still clung to powers The peace conference proposed a sepaxrte conferance # 


to be hela at Prinkipo, whkinxhkaxiemink at which the Soviet government and 4 


ty 


the. host of White interventionist leaders would speamx plead their imeem 
SEM second Ch UM Adee dh hey 69D ct Ulta 4 tha Fasane’s (kt WET agunt Miia Nd, ly 
ro Soviets eccenyes the invitation,#ith-certainareservationss he Wnates 


y sasanten Ba) out of hand. But the Stamens advance of” Admiral Kolchak's. 


Ww 
aw marauders sit a a ae Paris that Fe hae would fall andthe» 
LUA trdituAl 
SS Pefshevike-detertea » and ‘all througnt ef thle Frinidipo co conference was wut 


awoke tia Oisd feck tak alitiaruk 
donned. riikiono President Wilson: as ber exeusedshis unwillingness iis 
Wed jk sas 
i sto the xii t: slaughter and Me a ine bi aes ocahd frp? eee ion 
_ we Mette Hs pay Ef Bada seen sow eae mpsces (1G 
nimninguiinendetn ee thet_the Yenin gozsrnment. hee  Sefasedtovastent the 
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prepseed- ~confSrence. = an explanation — ; “patentiy-violated the facts. oe 
a 3 Ca 
f3\ Wi2son, Tike his peacemaking colleagues, ‘canxberexcused-for intorepresentine 


Wie ea coos an 
the-truth because Ha hate Tsr Bolshevism ha on obsession, and wey 


teaatan ot 
ee eee to give ‘the enemy the benefit of the truths :. 
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@ let the su t of Russia alone My 
Yet the President could not Seg eRNpchbong he | 


probing at a uneasily like a: manjorrying a sore tooth, with=his—tonguea. 


Secretly, with Laoyd : George! S approval pee without telling Vlemencueau, 
ty 
Wilson despatched an unofficial mission ». newada by, the enthusiastic young 
eristworat William Bullitt, to=Rusaia to t what Lenin's government 
meds UR Praia uth, Be | ™ 
was up to. Wher Buliite (reported. phat mm the- olsheviks were trying to 
build a democratic state for the benefit of the majority, eieytieoxrgenne 


‘Whbamax and that the horror stories- mf about the wombaikint Soviets were 
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, Rm thx baseless ,ané andnhbiexatatyr fk nothing better than deliberate 
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falsehoodsy Lioya George and: We son ,trucul ntly phi 
wy to hh iA 
au "the fists atine and continued tomieiane full support to every anti-Soviet 
phot; every"hogtile action aos tenst-t0-SHESH-THS-Sumtin=Bolshovtks American - 
troops eistee- tie ctncapestanon “o-teepe neti the ees on the costly and 
eponeaye expeditions to Murmansk and Apelianele, /esaaibe after the Japanese 
in Siberia. P 
Wilsor ‘janxapmzchhon bowed to the imperialists of the Cie World 
So long:as the President. was ovomised a 2 Leage of ‘Nations, he rationalized 
ras wel 
his willingness to abiow every, prokiise nixaxdemmnre shen neem made—befere=bie 
war-ended- of a denocratio peace, ‘Wasa self-determination Ga all thocpeopiesot 
phe sh a = i Mads, rg 
_ Europe : to-bemimit-Tgorets 7 For all his rhetoric, Wisonmiterrusted 


pgmpim what he-cona4dened=tho-dackrards xammharast=ins soo STEMS HSER 
‘< “democracy’ Bois nas satisfied by parliamentary forms. and careless . | 
of content. Ss iene ea. announced intentions, cGmiuxnumdxsnbiebaninumro xia sounds 
well, he snakcomenftnrmanmex did not pause /ebout performances He. came to . 
Europe filled with zeal and idealism: Ye was. horrified to find the people mf 
mochkhingum distrustful Biman of-pYoUrses and: antec moving toward 
socialism. He was deeply saddened by ‘the varefaced greed of the Allies, 4, 


their frank imperialism. All Wilson wanted was complete freedon for ° 


* Apa em : 
American monopoyy capitalism to invest in in ‘the Worldy-= 8 nice" case aaes 
a if 
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Euxdpean imperialism of mnmmonxk force desi griedtoxerectre ba TSHCeZor 
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incEurope_and_to.taintein~the colonial sys tompfain-ths rest—of—the=workd. 


4 oe were threatened by 
The Allies seemed to distrust the United States -- as th ough/American 


desires ‘for oil concessions in for investment 
inkaxashxhs. ‘mbiomf the Near East, Immfohrmanmink opportunities, 
for the chance to build tard pemxnpn 
thenmtidimexmt modern factories and xhomamenimenwn 


‘foxenineesimenincn 
tet towSpen markets 

Bfixmamkaks for American products emaxenumbinmex tobe The Unitea States had 
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the money -- and the United States had rescued the world from Serman 

ankmémaoymex autocracy.e The United mat States had clearly earned the 
right to demand mmolgnanxienriix a world-wide "open door” of equal opportunit 
fr American tnzmsbmenimznfimanoiat finance capitalisme ’ 
: ‘s eer ’ Ch Aveitees diubidigs, 

fink Thiv—inice"impertaitgn, bo Wilson's surprise, maxmmuk did 
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' *rencha Perhaps, because Ridhaombex the United States ad the nea for 


investment while 
tneextommh pot both xhe Great Britain and France were deeply in debt as 


a result of the mazpraxken War, vat-Hakemmin-whateven<the-reesor; mation, 
tei DAT lire, thy MALIA, Wikia, 
; the French and British clung to what Wilson condemned as power politics. 


had contempt for French demands a ee ne ra protectha s for-ati=bime 


against a resurgent Germany, - and for-thetromrié-desire for a series of 
Srrds (Ht arnt 
alliances that would shane x assurdy"rench domination of the contnent. He was 
Nate a. + 
astounied at the British ceesssenoeiws Germany misb—be-Teburrt-to-prowide 
a continental balance of of power against timxiimemol. e-obuang Prance. He 
Gar oS 
was annoyed that no countsy eaxzerty emtersed his vague ‘theory of self~_ 
determination We mo~te~ ma the colonies. He. demurred at Italian 
gt 
denanda for territorial aggrandizement, ana Japanese demands for a slice of 
WEE ON | Thinker i Wins Yon 

Siberia ang. largeconcessions in China, Pp oUAS continued Sapanese 
‘occupation of Shantugg. Howas dismayed by whe renewal, of the. ‘Sagan 
British-Hapanese naval treaby, minnie” obviously: directed against the United 
States. And—bhe-Président, da nis attempt to? bring enlightennent and 
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 athkmorhibiax American altruism to. the - -stiff-necked ‘Europeans, sre all 


ne dmperialist\pottotes of Lloyd George and Clemenceas,” Ortando ad .the 
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greed in the ammaxnf name of idealism. a 


“ Gmay\on the subject of Bolshevism aid Wilson and the Allies 
thoroughisGuRves. Even AG . the inna wes Rar PORESALE EPS differenti iiy 


, .? 
reasons. exnhooa mh xan tawh For Wilson's resentment 


ee Bolshevism was ae ve ‘anger fe» *Taniticse who famgich struggled +2 fr 

-obtain the unobtainable; socialism vaxs. contrary to human ‘nature, an- 

Wilson! semindy accaa and like all idealists, Wiser xmmidnmntof mm 
hashes chrnwexmEenneat hevenx mien ios Someries had little patience with 


a we agin wih with lube wd ahipin MiPianrd Botns 
eT Eonat gored impractieal vis fonaries, peaching -ent-for-the— - 


inipog@ediexre « Shaman He offered the world a reformed and genteel capitalism -- 
and samhsihkamrenicys the Bolsheviks ee ee moon own quest + 

nove tormesrareresatf 3 The Allies tailors ee sons rte +ion 
of socialism: They—conetasved thxax —thesresing paopbebemmnementeys bre 

amass inate aplels-novesntsan-abuse-of-—denocracy; morezcthey 

‘jpad_no_illusions<that Dolisnevieds tuneatonea the ftability of the capitalist 


\JOrld now and in the future. » de undermined ‘the already 


"uneasy colonial domination of the western powers. Shey had less confidence ' 
in capitalism than Wilson who zmmm saw the profit system auxmmekiajoax 
one ugh the | eyes of a rich a cee America, youngp vigorous, 
{rreppessable. The Allies qu: wae OO oked-HLANGLs confidance in the 
“Anevitabdle a arr er of capitalism erg" huts soot 
-tu6e-BOTRrertke, Snourh thes survive, the . Phntect tis Pes ‘of ete 
world with-heir antimcapitalistaviruse 
| . Yet, even though Wilson reluctantly sanctioned -- and then 


sent American ‘troops ‘to join -- 
still more reluctantly ymtmet -~- the interventionist armies, the results 
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. were meagre. The expeditions to Murmanks, &k Archangle, Siberia merely 
ange ete 


mk war-wearty ‘populations at home, and Xhmmmem aroused 
' tke open opposition ree British and French working cabauns macs came ro XW 
class \who-sabotagedtant SVON mhux-dscIaVOR Stikes—to-force-th withsranal 
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Auesocge the viktims o ‘Bolshevik ‘propaganday to-the=potintshere Ranh ages : 
- Moreower, “hy 4 Crug 
: proke out Se ere Se fue 4 


W White intervention, piways promised Sad wo snen tett@erni-the-ond.., ig Pi 
eo prt Oey 
‘ _ Resounding victories xk proved to be indecisive; wad one by one, the ae 
-of Admiral Kolchak in = ipeEr es Generals Deniken and Wrangel in the Black 
psting yea regions General Yudeniitch in the Rix Baltic states > and. at the otherd 
Kervesdad, i hypti7y, Seintrrbe ti Tail Shen Cod, yo & efina 
ere: wre back by—the=Boisher4tis and their arnies dispersed. ge The 


Sop as Kato ach ak cham 
’ oles! ‘Pagd made some progress in central Russie: oy the-mtdazSsof 1918, and. 


.the Ukraine was momentarilly dominated (by local counter-revolutionary 
leaders, but eri ‘the Lenin goverment survived. : 
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The Bugolans: wore deceptive. They had been Pim 4 nee nttesh~times , 


| thy Carp de preee Bie fiateeta 
but each time PL | are bene ee ee 8 among the 


our} 
Allies, ee ‘among the varous White general as~toshow-to-tivide ‘future 
spoils, Serevenes against intervention at Nemes lack of coordination, :and. 
the fare fanatic resistence of the Bolshevik ‘Red Army, prevented-the_coup’ 


de-grace. At Brest-Litovsk, ‘when the Soviet sapeeunent was forced to~ Pw Bs 
~ & ; ; 
accept the draconian peace dictated by the Gorman military, the Bolsheviks 
were ‘supposedly. dheterheix on their last legs. When. the Allies agreed: to 


German sn er aiaae in Pinland the ‘revolution appeared doomed., Admiral 
Ag Alice. yer ich: 
‘Kolchak Oe ae ‘Moscow, ond icon aoa) Wrangel oceupied the Donets Basin, 


WA Ay 
Yudeniten cSunees ‘tis He of Petrograd, the. Poles stormed into ‘tev, 
| pda du ee": 
the. Uireinten B separbiats declaredathemseive =mdependent oor Pisin Wo-- and) 
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yet, the Soriecie uneivoa ann _ gradually regained ‘tne ‘oooapted tenpitery. 
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paging - true, myx the Whites heldstiymbgein * 


\w Finland,. Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, anay the Rumanians Hd seized 


panei andthe Poles ees Hr Lots lee me Uevaine. ‘But Sorstiegtem 


a peetsous: Trexhibhex Wilson .and whanmhihe the Allies. did their 


Bar whi wp ff 
‘best: they cost the Russians -- and,the people of eastern Burope Segargtty-- 
countess lives; ‘their armed deputies: oo what was left of 
trsnsportation and production, and~dtomed scores of millions. .to indescribable 
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suffering from malnutrition and disease; tia, the Whites terrorized and 
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looted; but still Oe ae 


lnoyd George was the first of the Big vous to doubt the efficacy 
of armed intervention. The British Prime Spagna recognized that the 
Allies could not overcome mutual seepicton se of sackmothonts notives, and 
thet restleesness atcinme among the workers, 0 Leuaade enteivention conmid 


Mitt Saba crane Lato Séomend 
. exer changé into a-demend Torsoctatisnin-the-west --The_conmiption-and= 


eae The blockade failed to bring’ the expected results. 
Tnenkmthimh In fact, Lloyd George damitiernbobatmammsdntmesermaht began to 
fear thet intervention might rebound against the Allies. He conceived another 
plan: to isolate the Soviets, xshuminmaren grata ipieatongciiommtion 
xogstmbekmsn gimeaxhy and Saedoniiy soit for socialism to '‘pmamaminhs fall of ' 

its own mere In the xn meantime, Europe must be propested from te 

‘ peng lerin erecting a ‘solid ring of: 

Bolshiwtst Giecese by binhid tngmson eign s mah xex wx of anti~Bolshevile 
states around Russia, mericaraeds hostile foneoettan,, tne ay 
Soviet state-fromtha-nest Or thesnoplds Lioyd Seorge bie een thts . 

O- cordon sanitaire to the French Premier Clemenceau who agreed SrennenesbieahTy 
Wilson > was rmz easily convinced. Thereupon, the Paris peace conference 
dedided Soxgmantratioommntichsenigich tet while atk possiire-hetpwould 
ve contime) pve the White iveeiae stress aneuts be placed on 


‘anti-So mid egimes in Rmixhim the ‘Baltic and the kans, and 
6 anti-Soviet rogings in Rashi Mo putter state guarding * 


partiaularly in Poland, wh.c , 
" oux esmany and tias rn uvore/ e | nut : 
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of. the“Big Four. While Hoover did cae agree with policies of armed ~ ples 
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undoubsedly 
aud. UAL: » . A irs fuud Gy ' 
put his mark on post-war Europes Beet Attsest he must play a substetery 
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x sv role to the peace-makers of Parise He could oe -hec tad use oat hee a 
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organization to implement policies he favored; but he gine till AD 
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: couldxnmbhxaxermiae byndsmeans steered decisively Gy 
_ influence qe. international policy. Wahsx The harried Wilson, out -maneuvered 
gay Latha , Om Aero eeSAely Adin 


{ Repeal st yeudt — vnemirndher Te vb Le wes Daly wall fay egry 
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blusbrinteof the Baa apes ‘of Serer withdrewrf rom 
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si bie Wor Whasve 
during the first days of the peace erage ae Dh tee Pe axa ected nxious for 
. = A. thy besa Bat anstis, he tl Ter tava 
yar ay Hoover's opinions, tamamixthn atten aprii-ot-2916,oover (Litze- 
dag vi 4 Aer pdaurted ho-were—esther 
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negovant soa) fourd Whine -that..the-Presid eat wee: -no" Toiiggr-gooessible ° 
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m-ringpfatiostile xk na nations See tie Babasene. "The whole of 
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American policies ‘during » the liquidation of the Armistice,” Hoover 
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deoisyéa approvingly, "was to pontesente everything it could to prevent: 
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Europe from going Bolshevike" 
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‘ the cordon. sanitaire could: besbebe—kumbiixm btm fosiin "ne! whole problem of 
pbuilding a bulwark against. encroaching Bolshevism from puaete revolved 
around larger and’ larger. 8004 supplies to bordering stacaas™ Wimobxiieomar 
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eee oe a It’ seemed to ‘Hoover that poihchrention spah thimmmathe, 
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t the -human animal, ‘that ds, self-interest for eimaest. or for ‘his family and 


; . theme; witha ieertain aadltion. of altruten: nidtcktmorndat yarying with his 
i Lrecebein ry Gas + 


‘ Yyaclal cee a his degree of intelligence," But sppoxbr. resisting | 

; 

ae the "normal," ci aiasokel eae “unvesttzaviesdream, Rb~WOr Site SRO 

eee? Brtcharta,’ 

py "a small minority of intellectual delietantes and 

mga “tH YAbaid te y+? « they hig trial 

Nitty tod fa egy TR f 

Aad WAtZ west ua © 


4 
S0steitem, Hoover ,was<certetm; conld—nack—oni-ye end—ine 
ae Acti : 
failyre. BET Yn the meantime, get ag oes ‘anarchy chads, confusion. it ids 
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the ereses: stho-hed-neliher-Hererision ToRakie undanstand4nt kax Trey, 
-tado-wagntoy “Sata arti the “findneter-and=indusbriebist. They . 
omy pun, : 

“were the real progressives, » dn gach ak ren caekenscet the true 


visionaries, Like Hosver-hinigene » Their vanes were Baron paenein in: 


A * cyt Maeekeee, Legh Wee p aeons as a bn 
Poland, abbert ,aué Shotaenanyin Germany (¢ or’ ad. w 


Cane 7d 
Hoover-kman assured .Wilson-that the ¢-iten-wine “het SHPECAERE morkers>in 


a sa fad Aly de Maup WY thaw Pet Ceara otal | 
OF i cee tale So Vetgiee Feet I a tame 


xATSRMi cb eos ek 
(despite the "socialist" label, cfuthextezmnns , Hoover assured Wiison ‘that 
hacia eae who had 
. red. the Bparticists Karl Leblmecht amd Rosa Luxemburg, and -who had | 
Dee 
shot down workers of their own party’ in Berlin, Xun. Bavaria, and crete ti 


ail not Bolshevists in the oamin-ordinary sense of hin weit word") » ib 


Hoyver-s ty, elt Ut, mull AX 
‘ In later years, A ccoastal ie nearer e oma 
cousistent mmm emnity toward eet igh Was-SOmmyine 
: Oe . 


WA Matos sie rar woe core eboapeong® tose ad 
wy ¥ 7, 
sibposedt ‘ ane ane Lr RessTe . sragueee ma 
PIT Rasy dram socialist _govornont | expahsserred ie. Ma of 
sania Dip rer ene ABte b os ra ea kheyxoivenp me priachtmes Loew 
at 
G concessions sande UY tae OREETET GOVE MeTYto foreign capitalists, ané 
: £ 
itwascsatd>thet | eee | es See in oil-ané-minera) holdings y-or at 
Least—lost “Holdings that “if he hed He Iq on to them WOU HAVE ae nim 
lyse hadosey 
xhe. one..of—the-richest=men-intthis-world. Such . mechanionl chargeszagainst 
‘ 
a Hoover} neftie: 76 Credit—to-hianpht breaphdzaknknmin ‘his-deep-Lasologresd. 
‘(Girich=he=treqi@nt)ly_expreissed—dcheo mayor 
yu Le trea of poesetees taxpoasadximpnine Ro rexmexh adn Shemwa Nx long before the 
war’ and many years, before socialism hed: became an. imminent danger to 
European capita sen) ee ee eee 
ie had oe ll Wie 
fect. Howler minh resigned from bke posit: 
& vefore the aeteee es entered the ware He eo red ora 
Oey ; 


| nelaa’ nts ‘ape in mostmef- tle se corporations, and there is nextier” 
evince: ror parthewter meson! to. doubdt his word. ‘The elaborate Sorat 
yun "proofs" .ef nix HooverY¥s financial involveflont in Russia pesasitig Wi y 
ae footle teat ta 
Walter We Ligge’t in his biogra rhy The Rise of ‘Herbert Hoover 


iy" factumd> evidence  €-support™bhen 2 r peghanennicaneiall 


true-ctrewsat: 8 aa: not bear out. a 7 rn Hoover 


Paso td condemned the. Sovieti polseg~of Vrar 

wAurtiis | Agel Oy 
Rortintoa xm foreign ‘corporabiens; hesetrs undoubtedly ane the a 
intrenstgsint-attiindeses the Soviet government). coma, hase former 


yan 4 
ores jand-ipat anos beer tainly—ha aig feed, be -nie-stOCl-as-in 
y had. sip cvidenee th oo P 


-k 


wQle 


oussnges seats a ate chairmar be the Busso-Astatic 
26S 


(. had absorbed the stock of, the 
Consolidated, Ltd. ot Sux which neko mo kxhinn. Russo-Asiatic os 


Corporation, Ltd., the ‘Kyshtiin Corpoation, Ltd., the Tanalyk Goxporation, 
jtd., and tne iv aii tas, Ltd.e, in alyof which corporations 
ne 77) 
Hoover had ab. previous bits served as directors But zhichiontima 
wy Ta Sut 
Urquhart Wee. nogotiati 


properties locatedugp Russia ’ ‘Hoover ‘had’. 


reeane nt ovar_the-ptghtszin, 
and AMAA tains Me MAA san. 


go-sehenont Ty TRGEOCET HS Tasers. Nor dna: Skpemitiiom: 5 
supportcbigpottte_airegation—t 4-thiveid a 


fo} n 
osama fe seh xa eer 
ni By biurr5 faded T 
the Soviets. in 1921 tapen dh on 


b-govemment« “py, 
It was not personal gain or loss that *oonfaeh ot mothmmed 
Harry 


“neadg 
Hoover's cotemtgnstton tasewmsh socialism, any more than it was personal 


that maxnicedx persuaded Lloyd: George, Winston Churchill, President 


Be 


Wi1son, -mndmnC lemencean —_ pono chen ehh enone and every other western 
CtETl, 
diplomat’ to ‘oaxmemaax Una ergrstea £Q auantrkmmn oventhrew the 


Lenin IE i nes 


sdckektetn. He Gig noteneed saxaimxh- ae ode aaa 


rporeuade=pim Rhe- accusa ion that Siednin entrench mtn 
y were 49 his own immediate. 
» phe Sxnouhict anti-Sovist, ‘actions = ee interests 
a) 
_ wove fates and failed to give Eidos ‘read Leaner 


Adeotogiog? ‘convictionf. 


r 


eh 7, no = 22—{ owl alan wa | 
Ler? Uday g Armenia . 
the 1 berated, coutries of Europe Samkx ‘and fhe former enemy-couritries. 


ie, ffieial relief Geng with the Ge at BCU pig of 
teh Xe Wanted 

the’ peace coeaty, Bat Hoover . od i et wee eed bie or nizations be -previce 7 

ol ah peizately financed=reiter paFtiGilanly-tnzeaatenna Europe « The-organt-sebtons 


ee of ‘the Reconstruction-perted-dtrected-by_H Sneluded the AeReA.. 


aaa wedded, wuss UheSnar Aufisa way Aft pra pos thy Ue afeabntiy 
iy European Children's Fund (cine tote eae eetton muomabmhen wnt 
\ } worrelated—t 


TARPS 
ot anew th“ WE aeparato-or BACEa Ten Amos the AoReA. 
x Warehouses ) a honaldbe food drafts and bulk salé operations» 


(& eon 
Aso, tiwou gt HOOVERTS inietabive,, the e Europe Relief ; Comnods araacfansed 
whl hyn Avtitle gr 
Hear rainatoa the work of anemones /sndvitabas peopel tewcres oe 
nelu e 
American ‘ oa Cross, the Friends, the Jewish Joint 
Dustrspution Committee, the Knights of’ Columbus, and the 3 Yel. and Yet". 
C.Ae Pinalty, in the spring of 1921, sfeer Hoorer-hmazbee 
a NAL Cashed rppetzes| 
Secretary of Commerce in ra aaa Harding's Gabinet, =: ‘headed 
aliottte t thontimatad ‘Soviet Russia. | wth a _ 
Whe the: Finanding-of ther sanse phadeats 
areas the financing o groups 
oo te oF ope ees ee on: nalet Setar Gh ae 
aiffered, and ti y organisational Poms varied, tire policie forttow 
Fhe eet 
coverndirected A a consietentepe.ttorns 


| 


tratin We a.“ Hoover-provid q hood “to 


‘Swabews 2 POs Cee ate yom Ustenstbty>= a 
fatton. £ n-praveTe 


' alle¥katecs pre vee 


ponent weapons, |and - 


Seyon, as indicated above, 

Pap dtebilindieoe of s 

o~—acitexe definite political oieas, le ‘taxmtykitiem anti- ° fet 
deideavin mn bday tnlland | 


governme bit particularly in xe, countries 
ober bh sh-am! a 


ra ikem xin wh OD Ee Oe accom not 
x ¢ 


Ze demxiene hex uit LedtTON Oe fd0d-L0 '-prers 
‘in Europe Te Tagine a2rt- amichaflombe ‘8 


1 py: x cree 
Sptatont: nd actio $s et ‘aries we 14 


es 


. 
-Russtanmotate, tad tn-thte-deees ates npaatestnea te ly wieuveuss of 
act—that—relie? of—neceaséty, rad@to 


» 
: the Soviet! cab ipeney stg] rand the nmnanatipanironanntanppraiee® tt 


a altered: Spmmbfiie xian ame main pro ects ft the Amibmtimenx Armistice 
marke f 
and: neconstxustien periods | are-Bk6' <cisa-betew: FD Dadian 
Pa ie Veeco unre ree wad-—foreed £2 


et : ‘Germany. e By the middle of Maren 1919, iim CY KIN TT AE OT a 
. events—in-German: te=atree-wirtin Hoover! s bors 


: eep o}se : rs : 2 “yt ,. ae. OnrTkK - ‘ # puccinn , : 
Where chorion mek eatiionmsct sched oboe, snaaetant acai 4 the: blockade 


; s strengthened the 
peky-pnamaxgmicnemnimhant} ae aah nevolutionsry forces within 
RAMA | yarn, ieee Marsh, 134 1% 1914 
Rok io she axrxagimenmeritzdh eb eeINx 


the OneMForEvEON « ahd rae 
t th.! rye i 
town conditions amnaninat rottor would be pyevided ‘eecbrontie— 


mee-hera-i BY WSSElse Rial nant 
PinxGx-efter tio Ge nded ovex 
5 So on ai SAN aN 
etexnteratigd ad gpanbiedase cold to cover 
aR toLtvert es WORLd 


all costsy %ndmanxasn paper 
vegies Henuarnenhiedchantant, , kek as eorecnen’ neached ; Noover. cabled oe 
“tol Washi gton:knak "the situation 18 “such that instant delivery mst be 
fn dy Osama? ' 
found from European : ‘gtocks if ‘their situation is to be saved epee 
American Pda cosh wn 
Bolshevism and any peace obtained." Theretpon, Lomixkeuen aitn coger: 


tha. -tosenber ‘Comany,~andowithinathe-foiagying-noatiis,-Hoszan-shipped~ 
‘ , greater volume $o—tnke-esurbry than emconrne in Europee ssn 


ofsbvortrand=Raedaemany Sebo, dann oon. eave, cd Fea 


dh tn orm Nang 1 


| -admy which. oh gon gtacesutiy-mederwayfoxathG MIS a ters and 
persenoenstcobenotextbentn ent iy Seong ocoret ine from 


| -24= @ | 


Whereas the financing of area’ relief units differed and methods 
varied’ ‘with each new eee Hoover never forgot that food.was a mighty 


_weagori. ondy in his id tate ort -- belief of Soviet Russia -- did he conceal 


his hostitity, constrained in this instance by the vigilance of the Soviet 


government itself. ‘ 
relief 
The main/projects of the Armistice and Heconstrustion ‘periods 


‘were: . 


Germ: any: Ryzdhnevon doi chk amon ix Momma xh ho Immediately after the 


whore eS eAAne of the Armistice, the German Government appointed Baron 


von. aer Lancken and Dr. Reith to negotiate with Hoover for food suppliesy 


dnd suggested 2 concorde with tho DixsstorOorsters Both men had been 
re asl yan tats 


‘prominent in the eae Nee governnent of Belgium. Hoover repited 


| angréiy, cards mebangacho the press: "You can describe two 


and a half years . of arrogance toward ourselves and: cruelty to the Belgians 


in any language you may select, and ‘tell the ‘pair personally to go to hell J 


/ with my compliments. If I do have to deal with So rnene it will not be $ 


bi ten! 


» 


with that pair.t!¢ re wt bageia pryl Pry eet 
- This pod da of publicized patylotian weeemoimunenimmbbedixhe 3 oe 
the charges Hooverts- iY 
conventonti ngy~tons ar Te ee congressional » 
— hy ‘ata ida © Aga aa KE BME Cteteote 


andother-critits “netbalaed tim "ores gidry yh te Hoover showed that , 


he hadana, xmfham softness. ee saga ins the Prussian "Huns." But 

having indulged in 8 
hexmringmasiis this fiery exnkhnthxmg’ affirmation of personal virtue, oover 
did not permit his msmmbinnmat emotional outrage against the Germans for their 
"war guilt” to obscure the more important imma fight against socialism.. 
Yaronpgen xihbos xa vonemne fliommetihxm ex gj once oman Tirelessly, he nagged xhe at the 
Supreme Council to end the ble kade of Germany which,he insisted merely 


eacvenstonetkenather the revolutionary forces within Germany By the  ° 
aria ‘dest HD 


middle.of March 1919, the peace-makers reluctantly ggreed that there-was 
eee er 
somotningst até-for Hoover's argument. They-catied A. conference, in 
Brussels ( (March 13.and 14) Paes res ‘spetetfic conditions whtch=tie 


Micki t 


olan tas t-ncot-katP~they-were-to-revsive-resiers: their merchant arta 


= ae —— fash 


a ~25- . @ 
wnt @ : : & ‘ 
marine was=torbe handed over. ‘to ‘the Allies and gold reserves wefé=to- 


: utd 
ee deposited ,to cover all relief costs. . 
; . lta VAp¢ amnnreeA 
The ripnoment the(Germansagrecd to these conditions,,. Hoover 


cabled oo his Washington office: "The situation is such that instant 
delivery must be found from European. stocks if ‘their: [the aoa 


‘Situation is: to be saved from Bolshevism and any peace obbainede. w 
* 


Thereupon,. American faod. Plowed qyickty into: German ’ in. greater volume 
; BAueA een wing 
, than to any other\country,in-Europe. The. BUPPA23 reinforce the. anti- 
¥ permet a ipseudo-socialist government of Scheidemann and *bert, whsh hah 
oN Ae wert haan slit acgucscbestoasts tabatts Teh, Maul Aud frat H/ 
supported>“indidentally, byothe Prassian-trained officers xi of ‘the 


disbanded are Soon the Social=Democraés ‘gracefully earexwayr botinehe 
delivered “the. reestablished state power to the enemies they denounced ‘80 


Mpdar teu Oi egutf~ Dinara! ov! 
vehemently “Sone ie al Pe ie ie cena oy ey meticulously. avoided 


ot 64 verineattihn aglthete’ The alliance of barns and monopoly capitalists, *- 
3 pn His Re Wrufitrnrdty ABIT~ tecasears 
mm 


backed ey hice aed arian as > speedily recovers, er Prone te 
ot Aes Pood rescued them-and hoipad bri rene. ae pre out of the 
wee 


Ay 2 Garr 
civil war. Hoover! 's ‘timely relief save theda_raling-dlasses. fer ' 
Wes twist dat Wy Patek 
Oividtgetten Tha gave oe the age they needed onthe bt mies 
hy wr Ont aad the 
Mm decades, thoy_oouka eine their distincitve contributions to ¢ pmant 


¢ ana, rtd alto ry 


Hungary. ‘To Austria. and kkm middle Europe, Hoover sent 


_ TTC. Gregory, Stanford: ‘graduate, San rancisco. attorney, bh captain of 


field artillery during the War. Gregory, was.ueryomuch. like his "Chief! f 
wth OM LIRR wondneticndeng of whut? wit +55 
-asman-of” energy and resource WHO understeod thexkuimca HouverNs desde 
reeyhih As Gregory pat it, Heever muzddlennns ANOE 
Pe 2.. B i hn nine nici frente docp mn in to 


uC 
fem AeReAc 
lt had used “edonomic pressure before to accomplish the breakdown of old and: 
powerful nations, Sears CharT and ‘in the.giae-of 
;EULOPO , 


ani middle task was to 
nyyinegeny maerionaacks Muse it once more ‘to build up new and weak 


4 ~ 
ones." Gregory proved a loyal imitator ofuinianenonden ate nemms pRevchhex 
igri ee menace "T was in‘ constant tou af Pu with Hoover in *aris," 


, Ae {1 70 fan Sod I / 
, 3 xb ddr nomormaniorétsnan Torciaes Heal eidattown ‘policy, and 


e Bean. *  ) 


Gregory ‘took oake ie fart details. 


The pa Siem was Hungary. A liberal sovernnent eer | 


-too-Tiberal, ‘tHigughvit was by nq meana_soofalister- under Count Karolyi 
‘But as the war ended, a frankly 
had replaced ‘the HapsbUrg monarchye. Sregargunasnxeine pntminxendmeomsix hem 


power) and—GeptrinGregoxy had no intention of » 
' where ‘he was | 


Suprane—Counet ly tolerating Bolshevism din the area ‘kmxdedxoxexnkoxhimx —, 
i oe blu 9 >! st) fegnd wats 

xad bring onier. The. fast that Bela vomssed the poate the over- 

a4, 


A 
a , -Wwhelming majority of the Hungarian people ‘was gm of no mpont to Gregory -- 
; had 
_ the people ‘potions mumKx-uncerebedly been tetany, dest Afri , 
EN he Supreme Council, horrifie tat. Bolshevism had proken-datn 
dus Sutcof Russia ‘fies . Comnartien Mobil « 
KC moan Y inté ‘the heart of Eusune: ‘Si t-of 
Fahy prpter fr/r20, 19 Yds ¢ Thhe Og Y Frefils tunes Ti frown Grief ofp, 


a purging ihe Hungary by armed force Baty Hoover oy Riemer Th fy 
patel b. 
pagal thuongh -his-man.Gregiiy, ,eould ‘handle: the matter more efficiently, ana with 
less riske Armed force, he ss ae pointed out, only rallied the: ah NaS sort 
nation to its self-defense unite it against the outside eneny. “eo baa~ 
a far mightier,, less ngsay weapon <~ imo foods His deputy Gregory would 
ay 
withhold~food—from the Bela Kun government » aAMduenemxre fase ko peru 
the Communist offer to buy supplies with ‘gold. Hummeamn 
The CamAs 
Food WHS CHOewea pore: Deppite anmikid undertainty on—the-pant—of- 
the-Supreme-caunokl over the wisdom of permitting | the inca ate to chimeric 
i} 
move armies agains& icherdimmpaacniin Hungary, theycedidenobebeke steps to 
»prevent the: attacks The French government sent men, munitions, and a ay 
Awr™ yeudrrft 
to tuke=cintrgewef the ascauit. ‘The Czechs massed armies. on : Be Hungarian 
reel ee acaae. "oo iia ia aa Bb OLE or sister ecm foode 
The harried ungantancgtate resisted, oe ‘the invaders, and starved’ 
ieee omar A Sesh Bey could ‘pesist the armed attacks -- but the J 


awd 
“Reg hie=was desperately in-nesd-of ‘suppites=toufeed the people. 
Roadxmana Gregory waited. But he was not idle. Frrononshamk 7 


™ 


t 


declaration 
; yon the Hingarian - ee weccacte an eight-point program of principles; 
ino WA 
ales whtdhone Pia rished.to: ar for Alijea approvals According to amueear cae 


whutks de was ‘extremely proud 


Burreptitiously heldeut his palm, and was y converted to anti- 


‘ . a aes 
With Hoover's approval, he Pe rene 
by ernie ‘tee Bela Humixx Kin government from within. Thirsugh ‘his 
ot eee 


seenta yee unoarthed antimmoiienemximekmy aqvet mttious 
rei iehdAS dete General Boehm, :a vein ok a ambitions man 


EN MPT YS XB 148 21 BRNOE SAGE PEMED ANDY OWA PEORIA LENSER OX 


« ‘s iP. 
“yt ’ 


with’ influence in Hungary and no allegiances except to his own career. 
Aur 
ela Kun government, , 


Gregory intimated that if anything happéned to the 
~henefit_- ~_and_fmmmemnh eens regory wa ‘contribut 
mere Onc dathé commntsts—ware.ariven 


Spaes to aarray the General's current expenses. Further 
QUb.of—Hun ga gory-wouid_beonly_tao_w Liding to-sh ip. te Xn -£ 
General ‘Boshi Sanne that once the Commmnists were driven out of/Hungary, 
and~foodecovld™stabilize-a—week—ueurpingwgavermment.— vamerak The General 
the AeReA. would be onhy too willing to ship food intot he country <---and 
Retxasmnres Dy 


Li stené erted«to—_anti~Beishevisnmre~ 
man of judgn e _ beataaied unfurl 


| food—eortd stabilize a weak usurping government. The General listened, ‘ 
Le 


whom 

Bolshevism.. Regiwnx Being a man of judgment, he knew shermexn to seek out 
in Bela Kun's cabinet, the wise, ones who smuhdmxmemthermrbbingmenx hexmabt 
hed a healthy respect for Allied power and xak~psre not too ee 
lyyal to ts o 
inxbhminxheyakypohomametainhms Kun, socialisn, or the Wrond“heated op 

e 

of the mteked Hungarian people. General Boehm returned a 
Sociat-Democratic labor 
two imimx representatives ,mixhkenmbthimxhken Kem Agoston and Haubricht. 
Stumm mrs xcbte jon x Wath the British military commissioner, ‘the 


Italian Giplomatic pl Ree atin in central Sump Europe, and Gregory, 


o % ftuhy 


~~ 


the-account-ofthe=-plot—laterapine-recounted-by-mnanmemhat Gregory s , ore A 
) Lbisepottivai=athteverent , "Mr. Hoover was the 
principle agency responsible for the prompt weturn we received” from 

the Supreme Council in Parise imwomameNx There—were Rouvts and objections 
‘to Yregory's proposals ‘ye ti the Council, fout Hoven: driving steadily 
toward the important point, insisted that a general declaration on the 


lines of the eight planis presented could do no harm and might result in the 


overthrow of the Hungarian ‘Redheaxtix Reds. He wone" 
:; 


a 


1 


_ “280 
| On e 
‘The p streagroy~deoianad, pledged the ‘Allies ‘to deliver 
food and ‘supplies to Hungary onee: Soce Bela Kun's government was overthrow. 
Yet, as Gregory realized, “gumishing food and supplies meant that, not 
Paris, but my eer and aac in Vienna Snxumhichmomerrkiasion had to 


make good on ‘this promise." ‘Knowing=ttiat Phe < coup a'etat would soon be , 
: Ae wi te me Arar 


sprurg 5 BB oor ment waneommmnistses Gregory intemmed the: 

: RUtL fas wr hen dy faldy « wvinuwtady HOrARA 
‘Raek Bunge ertts 200d minister he might reconsider tle 
former-decisLor-not—to fomimtuxkke sei3-a=foodsto the 


Communt at. The food minister, thinking omiy-of relieving starvation, 1. Zu 
eagewty acceptedGregary s-proposal “that-He7asitver $1,000,000 in en to | 
the AcReAe Vienna office mexinetnmdnbe to pay for sasteuentee ne! money _ 
" was bendedzexor --.and Gragery then found excuses a aeney eh irmenye: 
But When the my ie dtetat was successful, he used thisemeney to *Pinance 
a relief Rhy a. nulie Nene ee strengthen the new "weak" governmente 
. The Communist government fell. TH6 food went to Budapest, and 
so did the Rumanian armys Agoston and Haubricht won ; . and Archduke 
Joseph of Hapsburg abichphalaictttonshipioter the unfortunate country. 
Poon ieueesi Gregory had succeedad.in ousting the dangerous Boishevikk | 
and of ‘ehasidPornten the ‘embryo socialist state into a. monarchs’ aronk se 
dictatorship. Hoover ‘triumphantly visited Hungary raed but cia eteiens the 
tin restoration of the inefficient Hapsburg dynasty did not look sxmxet 
too well ‘bowkim omedahalpaeftor tie owaraphirist tM HePEOunEs Hoover 
arranged things in Paris. Jmanphmefi Archduke Joseph retired; and Within a 
fw months the dictator Admiral Horthy ‘held poner: The regime that 
followed: was bloody ink in its repression of ‘the Hungarian people, in its 
“persecution of the Jews and the trade unions, in its anti-democ ratic 
‘terrorism. subsequently, Horthy Ree Sy ~ : 
fmeiak anti-Comintern rere ary ene legions congue! hr oie gamers 
/ against the | anti-fascist coalition, of-Workd=WerfTs 
2 Pea aS Bela Kun andx ciert—ratwed-Horthy_to-Leadership 
ves, £2 Ghegorytammarde , a shining example of tusing economic pressure -- 


y “296 


1 
* i aoe; 


the lever of acai i to~defeat -- | 
were 


R33 bmk Hooves conceived - 


the 2 sepa oGeSeh ghtiin -og~the deta tts By inferyening in ‘domestic 


another nation 
by the aaclonatt of starvation, by bribéng and mhzathng 
mxakiony eee ae eee te eee ee 
condoning-the imefth tHe theft of ftrds- 
: mionxmfiemthnemmox MXE contributed hi mite toward 
from -the-the-brexpuryof enothe nation * Aoover. n ; 
nakingethe.wonld-sefe-Reefor-demooracy. Admir: vthy-waseth aeerrere 7 


wwthLthes<=new Lc oa ne “Yan : 
” of Leemhamed xine hemi (peel Sena eh A [  Gugary 
Poland. imxbinax The supreme Council considered Poland "civiliga~ 
LY ; 
-tion''s outpost" dn chinexfikghhxagainah in the: offensive against Bolshevisn, 
Snmmkey : 


the ‘key stafe~insthe_rapidly-_forming cordon sanitaire. &xsm the very first 


weeks of AR. A. relief, Hoover turned his attention #0 the Rituattortn 
_ Poland’ ah his exertions to gét-foct™into that country lasted longer xngt 
> than: any other of .his projects. Oxkg Svanxhefiemant By the terms of the 


Armistice Py the Allies had permitted Gorman, txeope to remain in Lithuania, 


| Courland, and elsewhere in the Baltic region as aN aprotection against 
Lethuanta. When the Germans withdrew, the new Polish governnent, headed by. 
the pianist Padérewski but controlled ‘by the ambitious minhthary Marshall 
‘Pilsudskt » invaded ‘Lithaania and also drove irhe-ewmy east oar the 
hope of occupying and annexing Roweken territory: ‘to~thexyoung-Folish_states 


leader _ To ee: ws Waeasu by want” Oita, 
Hoover considered’ Pilsudski a worthy man to " He shi ea 


Th en Aaa SOY Alle Mik Yalagh Gr St Aitthin tote” FA 


, Food, os ¢ wapidly as possible into.Poland, just as te French shipped war 


PK and vorrtttaay 
materials and technicians to the ocelot {VEISPS—of-SOVICE-NASTINe 
beReAs deliveries in eonend of sueh- 


In May, xRax on fcr tie 2 suppidessas automobiles 
rubber tires, tools, ana hee LaVO—VLSG_f0— tO: bonte- Omelet Som km laa 


“Leberat—demman-nowapepertenaey 


/War-meatSTEe. Hoover replied indégnahtly that: none of te se sipplics was 
xnkanurhx intontea} fon atastney roy the Polish amy. Ninwanseak 
However,-his-raidef did follow Sibseiy-Vehind—thexarny, feeding the popula-_ 


4 


tionSof tHOfecwatay occupied Russian ‘terriroty, ag thereby. strengthening 


the Polish rear and plese a hat the Polish generals considered 


i 


invaluable. After the Armistice ial or mowhxmtm a great proportion of the 


rh rprnstd 
effort | mr expended by the numerous organizations headed by Hoover was 


spent in~gebbing-—supplies-into Poland. hx zm “Ine Pilsudski overnment 
ANd pitt Ty eae, ° 


bun 
had declared war against the Soviet % "determined to Wage % war of, conquest © 


Oo aforbacti, of Gey pune gy ling ¥ & Onan 
to satisfy.a greed cid terr tory. eamented~an-obséerver. hanktmmeh In 


xneiiaSaxfiemak the United States » Senator Reed protested xechmstmnicixhs 


ia a ieee rete Hoover Hwa spent "something like 
$40,000,000 of that money the congressional appropriation to AeReAg for 
the support of Poland and the Polish arny While engaged in a-war we never 
authorized, ant with a nation hha which EE we were in a condition of 
profound ee ix Rg ae, YEne statement of Mr. “oover 
; in substance was that it was necessary to expend the money to sustain .- 
Poland to kéep ‘the Polish army in the fitmism field supplied." 
apeiaes gnetetentty denied that he had' givenqatd “fo the Polish 
army. He conld=et be held responsible for za American Rea Cross 
shipments which | he 5 Nation reported "fumnished the Polish army with much 
needed supplies of epee raen aent overcoats and mittens," eer 
kim Read Cross relief eankcdiase mappOsenye handlea through the Atk 
Eurppean Relief Council which Hoover headed. Certainly, he camiixmmbxbs 
had nothing to do with the War Department ' s sale of wer materiel to the 
anne AXA be Ae) G puteyatr wv 


‘Polish government, onaith the participationcof-Anerican aviators, inctre- 


Agel, rete 
aha euet Russia} on Hoover did menixiniexc kr Rhomeikh— spent tinea 


aeemanpatef 


relief to fetiew=closeiy belrimm® the peereasive pues army sad whether he 
theme Dns 
intended to do so or not, timuningpex bine ret: pc nat immeasurably benefitly/ 


* \ 


i Ed ‘the,war makers. ee 
‘In the end, the Bolsheviks agmm defied! insaoraeee. resisttd 


khe awe, xggmesxieny aggression am annexati ons gand=deeve fhe Polish, amy 


yee nga the gates of Warsaw. The war ended with the Feace of Riga in 192); waren 
ussian 
‘pase posand nore territory than even the xunx Snyumm peace conference consid-= 
wulo Cotes). eed i 
ered just, with the end, ofstite Wer, relief also ended. Hoover 


e ' : : f 
4 ITZ 
-3le av 
? frre Het 7% Res @ LS 
‘ uppoerted.a weak pSovernment,-and-again pelea dae cosas t= 1 
Wo : g forte (pie 
governnent>grow mbemngymbitemmnbhnk de “strongaunder Pilsudski, A S stro enon 
ott pctitn pu tinue, Qn original sort of "democracy" wakeh sanction 
comme LABORS wht anti-Semitism, feudal’ land : 


Wik  poverty-ridden 
7 ana enslavement of the/population under a military-capitalist ruling =! 


classe | ! HAG a 


The Baltic pat tts Stan Out of ‘the old Ru Czabist Rupire, the-pesee oa 

data! Aart tetiall Ai dl Uy Suit gyornnit y ¥ Fatale 

conf erence saved Mi new states, Estonia, Lithuania,’ ard. hatele Atkisof .* 
bi tiles And dua dust OA net, JA wi 
sas stabes were a occupied by the Germans ab—the—time>of-the-3917 


Russtan Revoretions, but once the Germa man ekow i the people of imkexxthaxe 

: AACA tAry £ 
a ‘this Degions, in their ignorance, xisn Dele cess y= mmmapient-ieried beets © 
we ven figtd, 1 ton 3X 
the-socialist-states The Suprene Council, saved these Deople fran sancaerer >, 
; 


amd Bit gore mide ey dt t privat ty and t Sth 
suppor governnents ,pledged. to respect priva © property and to 
i he people ei AT tidy dalla SAE 
bestow democracy/-~ te alee to Marshall Pilsudski f-resime + 


Ae ea. reilor Nanak} 
A.ReA. relief Wane Li iuehed to the weak governments , 83 < 


rine ~ Hott tmraarcccins 2 a we 
whogo-stabttity Was "pa: aa bog bos ry importan Aart xhayoctermed 


A ere AO ths vase rowssne | Wh amas SP Gorerat ye 


os / Patt JN t 
val & Xuaenttch. arrEE aera aia aia ack of ‘food o dash . 
WA tyne, ny fo [ih Stel, : 
i relief sappitee thea 8 eneral Tansee twice-repeated ebreck on J 
Q #s Petrograd parted.” | | 
: > More—significa nt-was-the-AsRvAt rote dn Finland odAQgen bina XH Sire 
2 ANT ain YA OANA) 0 
$ © xmxmninkhsmx 1917—-revolution hee swept the ‘mnonkepix country ap 
wk 
33 it “anuary~2026. the Allies as till at war. with Germany, were-alermed.—And 
Ane rene 
lg 43 wititte S-battle-raysne-on [Elie—western-front » the Allies were Sti21 able 
~ OM ty nut Tdart f iva 
on to reach angrecment with the Stanarabn German General Staff aseipst the 
ae > zuexmkmim common eneny, Bolshevism. With—Gernaitata—~-~ hon Indendorff sent 
= ‘General vo\der Goltz to Finland with men, ammmy and otksr war “equipment wf 
te Ht: yan 
ayoun : shovik-Khmmk-Finn, Baron mannernesay organizedca -countsp= 


Card, Wider Agedars| hd UTEdiadY PuanwedA 
revolutionary actioncwirich-smakx seized thexgamemmenk government PoNe. 
th ¢. 8 Maniatis dacia Mow Das.) Was Oyemicn i ly y pnd 14, Haas 
There-forlo yped= anniek ine th e-White fSrror-to "Gonsolidate” the victory (si! i 
Wht tw a Ma arr [posadly wally Spteartr j ir ‘ 


Red prisoners of war, close to three percent ‘of the a i aag were 


eitwer executed, tortured to death, or left to idice Aveease, stasvabion, 


s 
f 


i osemaeene 


Yannexhetaxaxt the German-Mannerheim. Fesction "shot from 15, 000 to 20,000 
out of hand, without any for of trial.” Tn. the House of Commons, Jaxx 
‘Josiah C. Wedgusiod, M.P. decalred that another "70,000 were confined in 
‘ prison camps under a regime of almost incredible parbarity...Over, ‘one=- ‘ 
noe 
third died in) four months." nay” ae aduf 0 th Buné, 
| ; ARAM? 


By the time Hoover. was-able-to=e nb~reiic£ 
daw Aw hidhality, ¢ tga 
Mannerheim. ‘had no. further need to German help, but greet=need for food to 
reinfores his dictatorship. Hoover was impressed vy the Baron! s: devotion 
4 OA = Bahahywh, TAM , 

to ite “the Binnish-people, ‘g0 much: so ne he intervened with bide tapas 
Ms Mevuebom py} 

Wilson a | urged neaints diplomatic recognition.” 

ond Ave Macs 

Since Mannexteia Finland was an anchor of the cordon sanitaire, -© 


Pri Could ange 
net b to iadSoyapath nt th therBotatordie cause, and_comder 


HA 
ive—valnabdle aid. te Yudenitch! vy ‘protecting hie morchern flank Anca OsreH 
mmniging supply material hep, the ‘peace-makers were Sevonsbay, impressed » 


wer Mapvnll by hy 
by Hoover's plea. Accordingly, ‘they—recegntted Binland, in May / 1919. 
: Hoover had been fumping supplies ane Finland since March. 
ig 
With recognition, en Pha ae ar goverment could—use. baske feexer in 
with wn od CHA Ae Foodasil 5 an Lok 
foreign banks ,to tae fo router arid—coudd Si's0 negabiete Ler loang -— h 


the United States granted ,because Mannerheim was a defender of democracye 


‘During tebe the relief period Hoover Learned - respect Ka the : 

, wnvkceign, later years : einem 
Baron! S quatttyf—oF statesmanship an Q tnmimshtp vision whish /Gaxe 

{ a—splendid Mid Tt Mestad 
finland Per tor b eile col rota dictatorship ‘nahobemkxa 
' there. gravitated\ naturally into the  Wntd-Comintern Axio, ohithat. sechitamhe 
tle ‘the Soviet Union twee sux within. three years, once with 
English, *re noch, ‘and American help,.and aeary wkt as an ally of Nagi 
dud paren dav, Ti LANA! 
Somany.Hootonte 70 regard fre KR Baron Mannerhein , wa pe Sne-thir ' 
Q, AWA Foe’ 
he organized robbof=to Rtnlanieduntng me £27 shower -wptimatthe-Soytet 
of 


er gece 


Union, rezbef whi.ch 2 Sie-thret in 1919-20 wasofgreat: assistance in 
stab hry chs Sarena oer ifs tT idly Uy Ree freee df 
AIT Ty Brerag des apa 
‘ date laa 


ee e 

‘The ‘White Interventionist Governnents. Hoxmamx In-d4sotssionsot—thex 
re Chey hae pti hue 

| teers SES IT GE Kratstice ana-Reconsiructitnperioas, Hoover 


., has. s : reitine direct! aid to the tmkmr White 
, iviernenchane: armies of intervention .xgamakmbineSaort ecbatiemnes This came , 
Warn oy Mitra her 


Hoover always insisted, Tas “made-ow-of HaTtCo. and-was—attor Ty UHeFIS. 
had mw) th UX aa Sree Saf 
‘Re could notent biome fer policies of other. departments, of-goverment-over 


. WA A wey ith Ania 
See nO dene corre” He nad nothin the Gespatching of 


wel 

U.S. troops Ne ay gree and northern Russia. He was saa consulted ‘the 

an wine UE den teu 

War Bepartuent’ gave aaFeetatd to Admiral Kolchak, kox Gerteiniy, tae 

at ® French and British governments rs officially supported all inbernsnscims 
tq QU, 
tee interventionist ermlosg Ahonee Fooa bought through. Hoover vy these 
Ashe, hun te CatitAncunaten Perseat?” 


ZO 7% sf a to ‘the White armies, agedn Hoover had—ne-eentret 


yo over gntpaents delivered to friendly. governments. 
mo 
A Noa s However, despite saat hammer Hg denials, smoocbhexnnsenmixhinex 


Y HALA 
YndenttrhmmndmBeambx We ‘supplies to Muderbiokmtimxkice - 
hoy wa pall 
Northwest Vee gasay commended—by—aeteongich, and, seme small sa to 
biee gonthe: ,ofReniken. These-supplies_were-u egused-ingmtiapmrenstm-ht 
Ses res hipped 

ony Te AGA tm 
these gpppi-tec-on-vredite_agvenged with’ Fie U.S. Treasury and -tothe tart 
warts CONSE Hoe at WI ren BAK wiht WAY 
a Se etonat Zoxaxrmmankene White governments) ASA | re could’ not he y, ; 


wid th, Ws Ag onli Ae 
; meaponesbie for the-we once tinamwexaxiehioemenx delivery 


“had been made. ti f 

Before & congressional investi pating committee sitting oe Paris 
in September, 1919, Hoover declared: "We ‘have given no assistance 0 any 
Bolshevik section, although we have given some assistance to the. area | 
around Petrograd” -- ‘the area ‘where Yudenitch was operating. He added, 
"The Russians [that 4s, the White Russians under Yudeni teh] did have, until | 
the: last few-days, a certain area ‘up there. which was held by the Russian 
northern. army. free ‘from the Bolsheviks, and we assisted them. We also gave : 


some minor ‘assistance to Novorrosisk" where Deniken’ s armies were Aa, 


ey “4 ’ m inf ‘ . 
hog . Le cf “4 . , 
: 
: i =oG= & 
} set ; 
Wry a An @. ; 


ae, » Tnaxnéfin. Sha’ authoritative history of she Hoover's relief, published 


are -” ‘by the Staford University Press, and warbhhen: dedicated to ‘Herbert Hoover, 


xisa records that! “Acting upon the request of the Supreme: War Council, the 


A. ba sent’ flour from. stocks at Constantinople to Novorossisk...This 3 


' “fléur was turned over, to the Russian Volunteer. Army (Deniken Government].." 
lm fo eye-wihness account, ‘of-rettaf=te Tudeniteh-tseivenby ‘Arthur Ruhl in 
‘his book on the tei:  Themambaor ieuane A.ReA? was sending food to. 
the ‘Lberatedt Sieve ea as well as to the Northwest Arny itself, and it 


was with a party of A. Rede OErt cers that I first went on a tour of the 
Yarark Narva-Pskov front. | me ‘ ee 


PhamamemnmeexAettak Hoover's relief did its smell share to 
rte “Hd 

‘bolster intervention. ‘But its contribution ~to—kins 

-aniicbolshevik-canse Wae—maxktyx woncentrated_on-stabilizing anti- 

| Bak Soviet governnents¢ jand™ c ‘the.co: o Bhx Hoover 

$ — ‘ protected the Ped nfraummunkingnsiuchtax Without him, Yudenitch could 

not have pressed his campaign against Petrograd) as—fat-awTie"aid. Without 

Heath? Piisudext could ‘not! have, launched doe his invasion of Russiae 
a rian bSberitndt fhough Hoover did not 
handle munitions and ‘thoden he fed the White armies. onsy ‘occassionally 

M awd Tan Wy bw | [ere te 

and sporadically, he dia rete xanax een en 


» thwart Bolshevism in Europe. hsm: 


a exguenmunn dino mmbatnka ponents He was 
‘an architect. of ‘ie cordon sanitaire. ES naantherpratachenn inaapistakiom 


agrinaindhanabbscmat ffore than a other individual, brougnt—stabtitéy—to 
capitalion in nhaaaé and eastern Eurdpe. 


wid vd oo os 
8 iE Sed us Aibiehry 24 
The: aeeuat-weelatsbin sa ionee the anti-Communist, psewde~socialist* 
Als sme a le adhe (+ Leggy thas Ma Mates Rayatutes = & EWE: 7 
‘government of Scheidemann and ieee ale i Backed by the rm 


Si 
mfifhemxs officers of the atsbanagt axrmye Bat the Social-Denocrats soon 


Vater | pin witig 1 and, pr tT prairies Alive 
gracefully handed~ ammo texbrre SLAP A cao alliance of 


Anthal © foreign ' 
Junkers and monopoly capitalists who, baxeked by Emthbskmaminirensh capital, 
a ii am } 
wexs rapidly pe eevonane from the disaster of the “i Food successiuay 


rnany 
mmmbxnkmkns rescied sham 


erMenxmnictwg neh 
from imterma civil war; xexbmexhioexfenxmmmmiing 
. Remmcndoerm thnetiemabichbhym +oxeem shhh avorimewwhinh st exes xR NA 
snore 


+ Resmnngpeonansore chs Tome th ch aoa chamsmex Hoover's timely relief . 
German % in the next decades 
s aved the/ruling classes owe civilization and allowed them/to make suet 


t 


monbnhknsnens op eb nee ive zorihetion ich om20h omukinemsbeonomanunx denoethepme rah wy 


contributions to man's development. 


Hngary e { 


a 


ey’ 2,4, 4G, BS 
fer?) 


r Fis 5= J 
they will xemnx be rWecent ‘every year until a is. much further change 
in .the economic system of Russiae™ n 45 Finally, _Hoover-felt—that eu Fa 


to conceal ret Uetpiaa— (anit Agra Heme se) fot 


WG demo ena memn whshrmae e what ey hep ening in-Ruasia wxx ‘by7e Sad 
WA) rats owe] Ny Uantt BYeviioit, tld wad 
Was~sto-cherimm MR yO waste Ae canter @ lesson/ thet-mstsbe=teurned By the 


‘ | yest-of—the~world: "It would be well for the world to 14f6 the curtain on 
this experiment in Seonentossaahiasian production was being destroyed 
by this aati BaP er a enbes etney die from the, sestraution of productivity. 
: The people are sick with war and : ‘cerrors their ‘hope of relief 4s in 


evotution, not memos hhommank oon Laveiiona ale 4 ET Jel 


He 
In fact, ind ibe gcontihiaaiy 5 xthinak noting-devetorments 


tthe, 
in zhex Sovie Reese ee et "Communish has 


N Lela off neers? A hepcctcnmud treo necator | 
bet abandonned." Vs Ero she pIeurry munroo daahx hein exch deectem Rina bic 


hia pageant vin f Bhat 
effi raed "My emphatic conclusion is, therefore, that Socialism as a 
. philosophy fr possible human application is bankrupte" ¥f ' 


af + baadijnarey 
‘ . To nore ‘ken socialism: exclusively responsible for the breakdown 


2, production in-Rusere, to0ver Pr to avesiogk the 
“disruption, of. the -econony bymkibk het vox ictnrntommsymbywohhe protght-about 
aispersal of popudateon content about by 

4198: sone 


oe py the war! the Inzs=exnfmmanpsuen xkheomph xine mtx mn 
ot German invasion and civil war (waten-surely-affecté mmimnchand5~both 
SHAVBOS TAP MAP OVS Tt oe ROWE X MS xR mam 
agriculture )and industrial producto 
COMMAS PUMA ATLL ADL IMA NG the ee of ‘AlLiea occupation, He 


a _ the pillaging ‘of the many White Cena ivestentvor co the 
) Ce cts Vy Anitiiug Asvogtd sO 247 
unseztiing effects of two Zevolu ions y, But Hoover was adarant: the socialism 
Mant atuen extraneous 
“Was ‘the wa itese and he wave asidesas AGKONGRTT , AMpneimetenkheneiserhanae 


 iiatbeaschhare theabeee allother ciuses-of-Ruestim an guffering. 
“ de Gorki hadewritten of "the Russian people's exhaustion by the 


war and revolution, which considerably reduced its resistence to disease and 
physical endurance.» I think particularly warm sympathy an succoring the 
. Russian people must be shown by those who, during the igmominious war, so 


passionately preached fratricidal habred...People who understand the ‘words 
n 76 


’ hes agonizing pain will forgive the involuntary bitterness of my words." 


“ 


¢ 


~4~ , 
The ‘European nations seized on Gorkits letter as a,wedge so 

arth. Bere vment of Gzarist debts. Set The: American government did 

not bargain. Hoover ee "I have ; 

read with great “feeling your appeal ‘to Americans....” He pimnnicmmmaxtm 

only, as condition for relief, an official request from: the Soviet 

governiient for ise @ati aid and thet arrangements be=mrde (similar to 

agreements entered into with other European.countries receiving relief) 

faronethneimnixadmininioning on methods of admintstratving distribution, 


To handle vat sean Hoover ahi oe the AsReA.s -of-the 


Va Cee anni? ; 

Sriisiticeperrod.., President Harding requested "comprers—to ‘apprpriathov 
the Arny. 

$20,000,000, and for. authorization ‘to Gee Meron/auesine medical ‘stocks 


Y evasd ered thf 
tocHoover for-yge,in-Russia. This, with a similar donationafrom the 


e\grant of an 8,000,000. 
Red Cross of medicalsuppites amountéd ‘fo a Rdg CIOREY oh eth cada 
As in the marhyudtapexoin + post-war days, relief Bk-graated | 
ftoxmnken abrom& had offered cortain aavantages: domestipatty. The postewar 
boom. in. pice aaies had already Deconexa-memoLy ats the time the 1920 
crop was penned Eee sFor all Hoover’ 8 hopes that the surpluses mmpet 
enoouraged“duning-the-warsperted woudl ‘somehow evaporate once the=war , , 
farms conditied tom 
ended, and the AeReAs had absorbed uhe 1918 crop, the Rmemxyt 
~~ war-expanded ietesca oe oan 1920 and after ee eae veenene 
rezief_in-Buropeendae, xmmuapiman supplus agriculturdt—produats 
Siouded the ats epiomm -narket. Priceskmmbht tumbled; sducogbomiéemtinm sch 
Secale Rye producersbf wheat and sobepen, ts ary ay anne and ‘corn es were 


a 


ry 


<4 Pr Hla asttlia : 


Xan) 
fortunate enough to se}l their Orops, Te ae ost of 
production, to say nothing of taxes and interest payments on bank 


£ 
‘mortgagese SoxaxhrnpahsenaxK | mg eee farmers! in Paina ne Mate i, 


Ta we dauml et nnnne hu bf tracts, 
"Yona salarhe bored corn é Pete iasese pecause itwas—cheeper-than 
coaks ait they. couldn't afford janywax., Rin sume foo nme heeccbewnat! the 


he t any 


congressional appropriaticn for Russian relief wae xumedaw=mch-a=— 


\ 


bsidy to az American agriculture ,ae=itCwas—e—charitabie<gestrure to 4 


“fendnonridden-pusmanc-Soviata. Hoover emphasized this fact to the House 


ee, 


re : ! 
oleae aie Z : = Ha a ae : Sus acu ; - _ } 


re * | == 
Agricultural Committee:. "If we get into the market now and buy we will 
afford some relief to the American farmer," he insisted. The appropriation 
ha ward urcha seg of 
passed, with provisions atfcorn, a~distressed—product—insthe Untted ; 
Staines, ‘should-bexuxet_asqlargesas-possibie, though Congress also permitted , 


Hoover to mam buy ‘seed, grain, and milk. 


e 5 In August, 1921, Hoover's representative, Walter pemen Brown, ? 


at with the Soviet negotiator, Maxim Litvinov,. treBiee to discuss details 
ty iad 
of relief. ae Prenae -- and Hoover,"® a2-astontrshuent, white ike Litvinov 
way wanted to speedos. Rede-opereatiqne—in-Russte; he ee bargained 
over the terms ,of-how-weriefsnonrd~be-narranged. He be the foreign . 
he tomno terms which 
piesa on-his arrivalr-from Moscow that timaxisaviakmg Srieair ent cia 
itufo! 25k might-beiiterpreted as-taking puiay Awad SHISTIMA aust epurt P 
xexnenithomenymahiamphs xhemaiceramay the prepogatives of the Soviet 
Government or as of its poners Clearly, Litvinov distrusted Hoover and 
Marten) “U, 
his spokesmen. fhantombhet peemea_Ss ‘pelievertthet the A-R.A. was more , els a, 
M y 
gnterested in gaining entry soxtha tanto Roviet Russia thaf\t 
ex good ya ghey 3 he feared spies and procateurs, » *Ba ‘he lnadimenamix was 
ert ee of the Sx Hoover-Gregory ‘suseess against the %ela 
om (Gregory was publishing his self-congratulatory reminiscences at this tim 
Jun government in ‘“Hyngary To Brown! s angry Raat "after all, Mr. 
ATT Ohe y 
Latyinov, you Sunt to remember that what we want is. to get food to Russia," 


the Soviet representative replied in words ‘borrowed from 2 Hoover, "Food 


Aaa om 
can: be a weapone” Bot dn the end, the neogitators ‘memapat agree Vonmetiedss 
wats WAT AOR rhuase ttl 
‘the ‘i Re Ae was-pemmitted—to send. reese its personnel who-would—never 
yotieduun unk te in Miia ttn DLed ged. Bo” tT 
full “itberty of action sxhemghxthowouiht "engge in no political or 
commercial activity ages ae whe Ss government offered aM trans- 
wi," _ portation and other racaritied. Eo. pelea Fe relief gyal ¢ 
: in The AgR.A. giteved= ice te-taskent thout delay. In all) i£ 
| at eta He pa 
distributed oxex ai 70,000,000 ralief, avert mnemtthfdh th one-fifth 
sgcbuaadeeeent tae as maiandxigx-conbetented by the Soviet fovernment. . 
v2 WN 
. eneretebae.s ‘ ee fs Ca througaert the cgay ge gneey &dOSe EVEL T AR donated” 
* 


money ‘and food, though Hoover insisted that aB® relie pee be coordinated 
a sacarveoe re Whaat EAN to prevent ee Commnists in et—hone—from-garmering 


7 | | . ee pew qr eth pleats phe Le 


» 


a 


; df be 
‘ x6= ce | Oe ene dst, 
anj-banefi-bs; fmm -Yvet_fon-et tbe SA oo nee ie Hoover !sautoora tic 
meke—political 


“Hoover r-perhaps-Was U 
manners conductameffussian Relief Line piors Arierican Labor . 
£—tie Russian project ae Hg" ‘ enenabing—&rem 


caprtar~outo. 
Alliance lissued-a-denunciation, similen—t o-uiiiy-othere-aprmaaanenin 


alionged Hoover's | 
_sdodsutti: "Brotheral The ‘hunanitariant Yoover i's imposing the most 
insolent political | conditions on famine stricken Bussia. He wants 6 starve 
millions of people ie order to protect a few Czarist pikes and Sree’ 
exploiters." ae oeany ee Hooverts desire or aoe purpose, Russian 

relief ves aoSoseaent mat, slathaat ‘ugty incident, and ‘frm TT uneably 
-hengftotalto_the 3A;AGAzARA-ten, million-starving in the Ikpatne-and—the> 


Vorge—regions. A.R.A. relief saved ‘shentionesn mf. lives, and tishedudtleex 


alleviated - ‘suffering ata _ desperate moment for thy young Soviet repugiie; 


4t was discontinued Where the i 1923 crop ST SIAN ST ele 


" the-need-had-diminished. Whimbham: Somtesbxamtgtianeexee Whatever the 


reason -- and Soviet vigilance undoubtedly was a mene. eee -- the 
anning . 
uate ees was guilty of no infraction of the agreement Schacbx med tneflaen dae 
and. 
amin political agitation ox anti-Saviot propaganda rmniimamamgrcathee 


mnxkemsman. Politically, ‘the=fto0d sivedybhing ot-governnette 
wD establish order and stability in she war-torn Hisate Any expectation 
Le Hoover may have hes that relief would undermine ae 
‘ socialism f sciherks beatae want unfulfilled. 


fhe li n.of seen eet ioe ‘labor hay feed 


eth /ita Botan relier Hoover's nine-year Scumtonmmenienna i. -2 
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fneding starving populations ended. Romixiits His eran mont nad \ given 


ee ander f mgt. 
hin on international 79 reputation, Ho—hed-Deels te ke info > polit C8 y 
. t \ Pert duny An 
Dg ie 


Noe? 


er 
oe, mmmmg the: top oxecutives committee of the ae class. 
mrrmcsanhy of, : dn Ue rt 
He had done hig-shgre to defeat tum ‘socialisn,! 
Relay 
fossa, dbestiance we in Soviet Rug sta perce ate Taree $e short-. 


§ 


ame fe 


~~ | | e+ i 
- sikhted . Jaen emmales ieee! who refused Pretoria heed his 


O 
tne xhoxtations: one the blockade t Russie be-24fted—in-2aneacroEy, 
Hiesoattek h a pmaumendcimentimmkhy been infinitely more effective in rescuing 
wr, SaF.as- 198s TosEniofixeomenbofionsm: stdnamvhicena xmedbofiemeiasmeix 


Euro 3) from Sa TE the armed forces of _ : a“ 
the ilies ‘and the interventionists, hechadeacnedornpentnean 


* Rndehexckamx 'He_uas_the-enginser-of the-cordon—senbtaies, Nomexth More than 
any other individual he Pestored ¢ eee to power in middle and eastern . 


wg 


Europe. - . 
He was proud of his cantnibationsste-denoorscy Widebo. Hamamana 


2s: tnohallenged cdntribution to rescuing « = 
leva + : 


humanity, from, ie the brink of sootalisn, rd We 3y—too-widding to discuss 
- appattdd 3 formilaycor th at othe mee t learn, from TTSTerperienee: Pox Ly 


Sel interview, he summed me ee oxpobiance: TNothing so neutralizes class 
‘hatred," he said, #as the bringing of ‘the upper classes ‘into the range 

of labor. We were able to do this in the child conservation. A princess 
stirring broth in a soup: kitvhen 4s the best argument for democracy that 
could possibly be found, and we found it. It was through this kind of , 


service that were were able to satve off anarchy amd to make the great mass 
of the people vividly understand that there was no caste in need." 
wttithy Wurb dered 
Of course, Hoover was amare h Hecqmoms There-were-—those—whg 
constdezed . iss xabhst conduct of relief, inefficient, wr ejudiced, lacking . 
in the very humanity Hoover considered his kx most apparent xhmtumem virtue. 
WIt is characteristic of him that he always speaks of the relief of 
starving populations not in terms of human, suffering, but in terms of 
Arbeit vwotl he 
chemistry..." Bnememsn se xMxeraN Suge cne a comméntator ,' Another critic 
onfen=ont 
P boty " ne limitations of Mps Hoover are the limitations of a 
A 

= scientific mind.” He-was accused of mnt making a fea choice in the 

sniphtth et vast quantities of corn to Russia -- though Congress had: 


pnsacixosiiscma ness specs ified that thecaéppropriation to feed theskussians 


“sie ma Seon help xhimobubenthantepras xi Bn vatse—the-priceof 
Ke A GT on Ade nibs i 
corn ,at Pat dome. Bart Hoover Wwoetd not give ares ce corn 
as. emcee bee 
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‘purcnntDly ta ofeaed hineolt ny peimesn“G tat "for one dollar, can | 
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ah ile ohhh Tere yor hal Fuiraifalatgon SPE his eek A at 


» wes va! hy ral 
+ puy so many calroies in corn, and only so wee in wheat. I get about trice a 


." Bia Gotti i cetinaams 60: me arse anda 


rth pin Hs pur stoceclenrer Gicower a men where he wants” 
Dic bo BIT 1 sing hee 
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Sn aaa “theme. «Por in famine, men become mere chemical nae eS famine, men: 


cease to be individuaise They cannot say 'I never ate corny I do not know 
how to cook corne I do not like corne! They behave in perfectly calculable 


wayse So many calories, oxidation; 80 much energy" 
:. @ 


fa Nor was Hoover's prized efficiency ‘abewe reproach e "Only too 
. } 
goon complete chaos in relief work was apparent" wrokg the English 


ina iota historian of medical, relief, Dr. Melville D. MacKenzie. "National 
governments, national voluntary organizations, the victwrious governments, 
particularly those of Britain and America, and international voluntary 


organization were all working almost entirely independently and with no 


~ Ay “a 
ener ss + aga, wir =A. HG 


rae conordinating body." Hoover's program was netr proses “integrated Ly 
Af gvryl ¥ 

es et medical care, ehebilitation of popitatzems, Gate re ani pierce RIES 

AA GA g } thy fe warps Lt ths anit fi ot 
cispraced persone. Sverre: received surpluses: Of. food Which the United St wes 

wt att eetlh Ale, 
States wanted to ‘aumpeto Fee atl ypmima the home market rondon ime moh 

crit ci nate abe 
anaes s grains eure, on, A Lnedegammt © ° 


because available. sacks wewe too small for profitable de liverys because / 


shipments depended on the commercial needs of the home market, AR. Ae 
field aeenve: could Mot estimate in advance wiidmion xm matihaing . 4 


meh what ‘amgunt and. _types of food would be delivered, be for 


condusion Sh ) losa of: life. Unecerdigated ‘transport increased the 


C 


ravages of. famine in certain regions merely necause food failed to arrive A 


or was shipped to other regions where transport was more qonveniente | 
pad Mle “7y tawd att Nos wtih 
For these failuresy the blame canmet be visdeed entirely om 


ce aN lade erantes te him,and ipa eile Sinema 
a SA IOCSRERT knixtice iy Anik BL SOREX ri 
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He» was not an expert on nutrition, nop was he 2. to prevent, the Allies 


Wanedties. { y 
tee | a L, , cross -purposer 


_ and private organizations so xwe Minh xm 


Rat eee 4 the 
to Kt A.R.A. On the whole, his reeeséeef attainment was ‘lage. At/ve 
2DE A eo ay AMEE achieved his central 


least, he ninkppadnchenpenprex nk are forth knee pepsin monmmfl ximat 
purpose ¢ fae he 


. knxacoemt stablized capitalism in Europe ang, kinninxhudixingenxhtx and 
xmzmeixnm brought his kind of order out of the post-war chaose 
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Chapter X 


The war ended nerer ican co-ttngdootartéa, “hecktatoenerent 
q 
pe High Command had lexpected | Yorman resistence ‘to continue fer 


at least another year, but the blockade had finally wonn down the 
Central Powers! amd senile inmcnmnchnatntnn Se desperate 
people ‘smamkineaw: refused to S obinue-a-Hopetess-stPuggle. 

Hoover , kmaspaamiicioer mfnmtibit ‘ey a nothing of military strategy, 
had accepted ise oaaatiens ofthe. genase a—that—the-war~wasdde last 


: through the wimter; peices had planned his food program accordingly. Bukit 
Drees 
' But whebken frencimepereres OF TSE, he knew oe devastated 


. Europe would need ue tages supplies ee "ops Sniknithers deliversé / 
The Armistice merely altered methitetse tay AE 
-upgeney- of the need. 
sy Horn=thanzovenscinovercinstoted: that"TG5t WaT=mwERwEsIve, , 
Secale ea oxani—tie HIEAIO-of 1018, be had, in tiated discussions. with 
President Wilson eae ae ae post-war relief. "Right feeding 
correct} wrong thinking,” he reite teds and "Famine - the mother of 


anarchy." On his shoulders rest! prevent ing 
‘ i ‘ a ; 5 ? 
; the gotham collapse oF eae teers . ei 
If anything, the e of famine gpew with demobilization. 
Ata 


+ 
. Germany and Austria were» exhatsted transportation, ‘production, 
| a distrib tin i ola ateruptea: * “4 
an stributing Eee S88 were é dda morgen 
out Aes BORK Gerace  Auslesus fi, 
overnmen windzed, particular. 
perenne nt! patent avin particule neste z 
eacterii Hirope;=and rounliitasn Siazed,” a agin for power Sao 


ones radical masses ami the Tyr re gare oar oor Ee come! obility, the 
if ones 


oie a jipege thnanoaders ; financleas, and ‘ie gma 
Chik, wershen 
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Foose Hoover Ind wane’ et » But the Brench goverment 


Wey eee or eee coraany ‘ust are oh halen English feared 


ROK, acacia ‘wantedrté cfeed maxaxpnh to “their own 


7 TW 
paw? sccoptance of the peace treaty when vee ‘presented for: 
Hof ayy wef 


ras | oe at SER “1g! a hah ty Mac og 


political ady. @- The Allies Hat irefeet sama Hoover's 


a oe a 


2 4 


a 2 oor 
pian} ito. ship-food-titbe-Banepe : 


my an. Inter-Alliea aces tt To-Witson;—Hoever Wroee & the day 
rere sora NP om wht 1 ee 

"the Afmistice was proclaimed: mazh the Allied! podvey frills | 

l on" me with complete horror." He was violently opposed te! ‘any ‘cooperative 

arrangements that look to sonyohemk the control of our exports after 


Pp once.” 


Witeok, was easily persuaded that rare control of food -- 
produced in the United States and paid for y iunamax U.S. Treasury 
“GT A the ed Sarat wart 4 
loans; -- ce remain in American hands. Accordingly, the President 
requested Hoover to erase hurry to Wuope as his representative iw 
count OC-oeemwous xna The Allies Jap tovrzanagmea the blockade: the 
untth Tr ued Spt, of aint Yo ene 
4 High Command congidered they preseere of=bHe—-SACCHEUO™ AANA Ey 


neces saaynko dpenre German compliance to the Armisitce terms and o& 


German signatire. The neutrals ‘and liberated countries hed=to 
“suffer lxxx in-consequenee: the High Command would ‘not risk xx 
the den@er that food shtppet might find leak Anto Germany through 


' these channels. 


Hoover left for London one week after the Armistice was 
signed. “e had a clear idea of what he wanted to do and a working 
plan of son he*WETtEd to gone proceed. He would ‘have liked to 
have-besmesbaento handle chetenbice provisioning prekemaly without 
consulting ‘anyone except, perhaps, the President -« he mnt 

to set up his.owm committee +e nen io, wovked fon hin 
in aneere Belgian relief and in Washginton, who called hin 
“The Chief," and never questioned his decisionsd. But he could 
not sore y ignore the Allies: xkk shipping was still smmdemn 
egdomichicheixeemhe0x controlled jointly by the Allies and the United 
States, and the-bicokmteuwas: Satemad-vy the jotmt High Command Ca 
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a arrangements that look to the control of our exports after peaces™ As ‘he 


Vane * deel, OL. ,oprouae i bat. 


each 
explained in an inter-office bulletin te Food Administra tion workers! a 
"attempts to deal with the problems through the secon-dclass minds and 
jealousies of the mesent inter-Allied bodies is jhopelesse" Waxeanhbeainin 


, . . it pot dally q fa) Waters ont i 1d Sola” <s fae ais a “Ah dae 
He did-not- want sukhe-interfer nca.from. she "pinheads of bureaucratic 
- 
Europe," ate Sf 
| Y Ca. Me . os mere 
f we! oly wi sex 4 yi ' 
Lr aly { hin we ang pis F 


refused to mam-remove the blockade from the Soviets, ‘Hoover felt they 
only strengthened the mnmimhx revolutionaries tnubketuxommiry -~- but 
by relaxing the blockade elsewhere, Mxax. toward Germany and the, other 
"enemy states, baxnmidxnsninmsin prmumkukkexrniagnanatixneax xkeepmBolshevisn 
Hoover felt that ‘ 
mn kaif pmax could: be kept out of Europe. The Big Four decisionsmmxten 
4 x5 belatedly alnowledged Xam his original idea of how Bolshevism shouldbe 


Url) May - 
foughtsthe cordén sanitaire was in reajity his om pian Siow ee epul 4 i | 


agespted ‘by the chiefs of state, 


* 


Ai. 
Wht In _ obs 


a z Kg « Chiddins é bali 
ered tae ' 


/ } Gv f ie. Anda 
\ a bl Pawel Udinese. ° A 
7 th OUrMdTelY » Opn snr addin atheini? + 


, kh cad Vy 22 tie f ada Oi e 
may, oe { Sewuts a aa 7 


ae | Z eae / 


maar va : : y 
Ls * eae .~_ : 
a $" INSERT ® | eA r 


s x 


_ The asbestos of relief were not merely organizational y 


and—the-pusposép“Hooverhad\ in mind were “Hog poreTy\bmichiterian. Ee 
VWnthenwhthimin asking Four days after the Armistice,. winiathe vas still 


in Washington, sree issued anmenormeinmxon what-he. called a "Memorandum 
on Reconstruction," mht a wtch ne say des urgent reasons for 
getting supllies into Europée The sia sy reason was simply tax "so stem 


< 


vel 

the tide of Bolshevism.” The senna an that fom’ there=cotrld*be no- 
Chal nh A Oda 

gzawaxr ipeability of government as countries where the population was— 


startise, and tiwrefere war would sontinas! to~the-detrimnent..of-allenations 


tor-~resee 
Unless stabLITty wuid—be_reestabihode-Sunkumixbththy, Thirdly, ouek, stability 
OT du leak 
wa erative-eren in the enemy nations if thezz ae the meso tance 


' and oy nations expected to collect war indemities. Sinee; fourtnry, 


shemkathne xx Allied and ¥ank auersore troops were about to occupy certain 
the estabiiehment or “tradi 7" 
vr peca of Germany to enforce the. Armistice terns ;/stability xhromn by 
Loe Ua! 


the—enemy—countr nt-ku-to ease-the. 


eameueor Gs Satay Eons attsRNETT NOM sae latices and Allied aive8 
ati 
and moneye Finally, | the oe f of spreading Bolshevism threatened 


all Europe and the only way-ofsstopping” tig > Nenemyaof-cfvilization"-was—to-— 
{ in-that-wayto reinforce 
ba aznoviacpt st star ation ir-nes ghborirg.countriss and= anhenriagxrmingar 
A Moding. pwawerr a? 


os anti-Bolshevik governnents/ byndi 
| yy Bet Hoover did not include, en ere mopandus 
- seuehey smperative reason\for Ramikng feeding Barepes Dusan the war, 
‘ the Food Administration had urged American ‘producers to—butldsvan- agricultura 
surplus” tochety the-A1 T1683 When the war sndndinazbxn suddnely came—te~an, end, ‘, 


Be! pti 
there arqee ‘the danger that. these products would flood the American market, 


ow 
‘‘ymemk causing a break in agricultural prices and tae rnimxofingmaak collapse 
mW 
of American econonye Thamabshsam;~In—the..event of Aan inniedtate depression 


acetals wonhinnexyxhtnehynbexdomerx thespeople would very likely 
dy Wed th ar Hoover i hesiaain- His political future would be ruined almost - : 


a 
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2 = math sad = 4-A2 ay . ae 


| aby its inception, |zarticularty, Hoover worried about the surplus of xaxy 


lard: and ag ones For December 1918 alone, the Food Adminis tration ae : 


on hand oe ‘ORer | 350,000, 000 lbs of pork products over and above the atta 
each: of 
nesdeglin bhe United States, and for/the rext two months ,. the surplus 


would es £2%0. 400 +000, ,000 lbs. In ofder to maintain. the Petes 


| Meng We uty 


of $h¥akixpernbag hKing 178 Saneer ‘per ‘pound ‘ER promised to the hog raisers, 
Hoover must find some way of disposing of sm. thegé beae ‘sugpluses. To be 
BUTT “thy Mut 


sure, the Allies had baad na on mies oe but 
with thedAmmthatima Armistice, lat aa, cancelled ‘their orders. Actefipts to 
bludgeon chelation 4 into taking living-up-te previous combhttments wore , 
successful wise the French and Teentane,’ but the: English steadfastly refused 


to Livasmp- te. their contracts) and—Hoover2was-frantre-with “Tain. The i 
up packers in: America suggested that they out phone © to the farmers, and 

Ae ” 
get aaa Cin gern for the pork products wherever-thty? scold finda market. 


tages" * wal a) 
Bat his would mean-arsasver ke the hog raisers, and political suicide for 
Hoover. He~ resisted "aapeaainooanay such -ideaaths the producers shoula-be>— 


* : | AAS 
ely mails 
pengtyzed and "sought other “soltitions.’. He proposed lifting of the blockade 
™. 
<a pf Cermany to allow §.S. pork ‘to reach the starving populationg: he. 
ds, for cash , cred ty Uti, 
suggested that the pork could be sold to bap neutrals countries/whiehain 
pairs aii to Germany in exchange for payment in kinds The proposal 


cas app riered o-, kun until the High Command ‘intervened and retlsed to 


relax the bass kade. the-Britretr"vetcbenty “bock=about 
a ‘Suarter-8F EE heir originalomers. ‘Bown eeu Hoover then ordered ‘the 
Grain Corporation ‘to purchase pork for mapseduens roe ae , 


mminimbery and by mmxntadhy rushing relief shipments, to. the liberated 
ountries, ‘Hoever managed to absorb the ‘surplus without breakbng the 


price of hogs on the home market. In this way he -managedato Improyese” 


relaxed G , 
mpansa the blockade of\ Vermany in March. 19196 


Still, icin an meh be ctor xin on mn ogc xia wichy Hoover shad not only 
been fri ghtoned ‘by the pra pork surplus, ‘byt sR ‘he had given hostile 


' sar th WIA 
‘andsto save himself and the pork producers; ue the Allies finally 


ry . xmbxsixm 4A-3 


"’ 


Senators an excuse for attacking hime President Wilson had xmmint asked 
a fund of instructed’ “oover’ 

Gonewoge for/$100, 000,000 to purchase food. The President 

to form the aha- G 

American Relief Aduinistration nh chock nn me nb ahhh mado ibe 

tocdhamiihay A komategimntiat ohrbontartink ear to allocate and handle. 

hostile toward: Wilson 
all food panohased with the. appropriation/ But Congress, maw ‘since ‘the 
eee elections of November 1918, delayed pxmsimgxhina approval. The. ee 
Ved Beret 

debate adcased Hoover of having onterdl into ah-agroenenty with the meat 

' packers to help Raload surpluses Yason Europe, ani it-wee-Houverts—intention 

tosses “public funds kz ne ‘that end. Tnankena hove Certain Senators proposed 

that the price to the farmer ‘be maintained and the price to the packers be 

lowered -- thus reducing the retail cost of meat and encouraging greater 

domestic consumption. Bea Shamtmfimenhiak Senator Borah decried ‘the 


"stupedous ease of the Administration, and particularly of “oovers 


punfithmthramghainee the profits of packers throughout the war had been 
"unconscionable," sat oa "How did they: get t? \he=aeket. | 

“They got it under the administration of Mr. Hoover, and he is still helping. 
them. And he has transferred the same representatives of the packers to 

. Europe that he had with him in his Food Administratione They are in Europe 

now, dickering to unload the packers! surplus 4n Europe. imam The scheme 

to. relieve ‘starving! Europe did not originate-in Europe. dy originated in 

Chicago." a 7 7 a abhor 

3 atinatory, khm Congress appropriated” the $100, 000,000 and 
Hoover vas abt "probega wishunta plonga @ American Relief Administratior 

caiuaiganicedatkcantcinanieeneiaioneny resembled the old C.R.B. wirtehohad 

supplied. Bel.gtun-tmttimexfémx-guring the were All food. was distributed by 

Americans (often volunteers) cooperating with local comm9tte 1s ‘in the 

Tana, Aw 
various ‘countries. fhe But the A.R. Kevkha=n td=not~2imttitsezft to food 


Ag \ Ta bishcsh At 
paid for. tre SSF wisn Boroprsatton) be ~hanéted all aid 2 


dud wer AX (i wif trata 
whether the funds—-came bepom ficanihs ch..governments: 
eS HOt? yp lear ie'ty es 
ns. des 


(which.was:done,. for example, inthe ees0 of Austria, an.enenmyznations he si 


Dom sy eee seas iy 4), 1 {Mul - ApEn Oy 


dao theretore the Vcc. 
Rhnkmionwasank 


rsp Ee Te 
immeax me nfam allowed credits 
Treasury Somme xkor , ‘Engila RinxdancohMAm 


exin 3 bad 
to bo for Austrian food purchases) 3” 
smant to riunclasto) ectadome + whe then the food 


auth 
and therefore the U.S. Treasury sabesens ereaste to England and France for 


the purchase of food for Austria); whether the purchases were made mtiramtiy 
bye by funds sd ee eee (as in the case of neutrals and’ 
Gormany)3 whether ‘the food was provided on credit (as in the case of 
the White government of Deniken and Ex Yudenitch). 

Ostensibly, onmaiekmpn tie hex aoe kn Pha ee E I EEK 


Ostensibly, 4oover was subject to the decisions of the | 


Supreme Economic Council; actually, as the most important member of ‘the 
Council, he determined policy for himself. The “rain Corporation was 

given the task of transporting ‘Hogrerts food purchasese Ibowes Hoover -whro-tts 
dealt dread with the new governments of the sane pi nations, and=whe- 
determina “\yansah the amounts and variety. of food 6. Snap. He could not, of 
course, violate the blockade. But he fought against 4t vigorously through 
President Wilson, who trusted Hoover's judgment « In the end, he managed to. 
get the blockade against Snak mmingiwex Germany lifted. As ‘he kept pointing | 
out to the President, the world had to live with the Germans «= ac would me 


a ess il fight, ' 
wiser to ive 3 rien a,Germany mmcbex’ rn i0G-by-a. shabte-govormmant, tian’ a. . 
waonl © ‘i 
Germany es anarchy and Bolshevism. 2 hs 
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Chapter X : 
wa Needy 16, Perghsplttee LTE ur * ar 


The war ended abruptiy,, Ske Eokhxthaxatakaxnanx Allied 


statesmen. andosiitchamythe military eo of-the~ammues_in-France 
AALEUMETS. siting ns 4 


DA expected Germany. to hangeen at Leset. until “the midateret_1019, <4) ge 
made-ho=etetar. bAW ~wstyz! } 
acacia hats Hoover, her iunianarpatmnstnomazanacaa’ ve | 
on tat 
f military scien aaccepted the predictions 


SM Aaarthent he Lev 9 
ak a nexittes. nt planned his fmovixesmemvathen food program 
Dy wh Melony hilders rm £000 p106 OA met, ty Autd 
gccordingly. | He-did=heretim—imagination ‘to-reatize=thetathe-end_of 2 
howELTittes=wouldsset—end the-food-energenaxein. devastated Europe, ‘ 


4 ie? / lean the middle of 1918 he. began discussing-ptang with. President 
dyravaad Loe post-war More thane ver, Hoover was_convineed . 
Wilson thn relief. Reziigurerxtoukx ssxmenenthim 


mamomminom that food was the mamh, decisive wea pon not omy alone 
sorknimegx pce. v4 vs wll 2 He gg 
: to win the war;-<eut_to crt ncthe—poueS-as-ne2? 
redwecd Ca stons RARER ennaiharadx“inetsiye 
‘He ‘sisithia canta sitet ys enpam khan ub amen ae Sos stegtiisawhich. 


slogans which.he-fourd™ 
xamnadhonitexhentiteenans sanehow.neahguring: "RA ght khinicing 


- @eeding. corrects Paola ig gr asrrie " he said, and "Famine is thr mother 
a ' Milkus titer wana turn walker 4 BD prevent «.; ‘ 


of anarchy," al Qn-his—shoul =shoulders-rested_the BSXpPRGTPAFINE 
sinner? eeemcohoe xe poe ony, | soba som poaemah civilization’ 


Aad 
eae ee es the_fingi-legacy-of =ee—1ats— 
The xmmh. Armistice: merely chamax altered the methods | of, “yf 


| an 
providing » not the urgency o @ ite needs LA ae SUDIOT Ge "Ne 
and Austria’“exhausted an mphkyx the—peopletr=rayolt, 


If anything. wish. Germany othapiia iz anton te ree Le eee n 
, Se ow aes 
: ‘ ransportation, production, ay ular xiaxioxwenemp 
hast (oa mthiny J ardent 


an country Lor Sh 
zhe. struggle. na power between the radical masses: ana the 1 mootaermnn 
thaxmthchamyx denobilizaed army officers,’ 


4 reactionaryno abeldey.: siecle TET Sm aaa landholders, xnax 


sae = aprerm megcone financiers. and: sedeataciant 
i) the. iuminence of widespread famine. was immeasureably greater. raenes 


f 


‘pool "f411s me with complete Naxmxmr horror." He was. violently 


‘most pols ey Amex loans anious.goverments? must renain “in 


i disvene lest wppiiemimstkxtmeentexmmy food shipped -angaesas—I 


~20 


: © pr io Ansa 
gag fully anar Metis -TapenAmg-chacaeHé a warned of ft amé- 
Om KT 
nag_tnsnd-to-ohtfE OT oun an pact-on-capitaiist stability, 


H] Wa dlengla and beh te way 
He had convinced President Wilson, : andthe addin Be French wena 


‘admitted the danger, “byt the French waxes government was glad enough | 
to let A | and methimer the Allies all wanted to Mma play 
a majorpart in determining. pochmbex the politics of relief. They had, 
in fact, proposed that‘ the United States. ‘enter an Inter-Allieé pool 
to control distribution of ‘the worlds! wheat STOP, Smxubhecuiayoobhk 


dinmmtxr On the veey day thet the. Agrat tice -Naa=prnoeteed, Hoover 
1166 rmsoria odes shoo 


wrote President Wilson that t/Inter-Alliea 


opposed to ‘any cooperative eon aeneite that look to the control 
an) ' ‘ , 

of our exports after peace." 

a : 
% Wilson was persuaded. While ap did not want, to antagonize the 

“llied: governnents,xks the—Pyestdent agreed with Hoover that control 
t ‘ t-</ 7 

xinybt 


KGre-rcose-oratstrivutitg these sepadete dont ton a eek mast £6 Yr tr the 
U.Se Treasury | 


over American product 


erican hands. Accord nsly, Wilson re sted Hoover oe. ‘to Europe 
o4 See —— wnt 


jmnedtevery t ‘te repr sent, tates-and to see-what-cornid—be— 
done to alleviate Maxrnpoam suffering in the "liberated" countries of 
the Balkans, the Baltic, Pina rey and Foland, ‘and in the. neutral 


ARI 


For the polockade did not end with the Armistice: ithe Ree AR 


High Gees. refused to soringrit sh this en ack againeb-endeeporate- 


Germany waitin ehiistiabouidsbn noel ko-teas: compliance with the 

Armistice terms and acceptance of the peace treatye The neutrals and 

the diberated countries xufifiemend found Pemeerye® almosb-ecquetig-—— 
Aye abut 6-1 i1 

omistteon b y: fou. the oe Commandawms 


xakimexms | omiisieat ata noe bot tan somerene the blockade anywhere 


d 


Salta 


' ner: . | = es ity, 
aaa L y-eouner cht Leal SaeWS “CRT 


» QO 
thi orkings~ef the blockade. Unless Hoover was~abie=go cooperated, 
without-antagonisin 8 » he could not get food transported 


or: ey ealen de ; 
: wtihinbrn, 4 i forsuschell 
| BY a oe Fe asta, fi vi ea wrikinnbiee 
G eH 


Asmoprchennoasonioa aeamaca rete the U.S. Amy 74 large stocks 


eunl Awhtilisu 
of foodstuffs 7vo Re snapper on army boats to Frence for reconsignment . 
rh ltd & adh audf 
In other words, Hoover hat available stocks yy szee on as soon as 


the methods of aistribution coulgcbe ne OC On his arrival 


L ed A eee 
in Yondon, he jumediately sought xommim 


x 
plan agreeable to the Allies. But demey and suspicion mihumechm 
awl: ua dud despatched A | 
caused delays, Hoover therefipon xenkugmkhersd twe srall group of 
whom 
Rex former Belgian Relief men) suxehingg xelnish he had brought 


with tab Poland, Austria, andi the Balkans to reportspn conditions 
Feathers needs of these countries. Thromenglat 
eT te He persuaded President Wilson 
tay ta sf | at tslevee 1 

te-prosenit on gee a_plan-ef=pressdure to the Allied fZovernments: 
Wilson instructed see Lae mien xs. representative, Colonel 


aad Mt AY a 
nil Wives sotoneet oe 


tecweagh a working 


EM. House )to Avena ms 


| designa: ote d Birector General of Relief nee Pesca liberated 


populations. The lilies procrastinated; with Wilson's permiseien, 
Hoover wenkcakead © own “initiatL conteed 
‘Serbia. and-Austria, with-Ut : —Bappl 
LA 
Paris and without eakhemingnka waiting for Allied feist ot 
afraid of being excluded by 
_his-fameeATrEngenents « Inmediately, the French and English, sank 
| xhm relief altogether, xent 
representatives. to_thaebwo-coumtries.whore relief was-beginningy 
to cooperate with Hoover tandxmeindhembiode femenine india Because 
Hoover refused to wadbxfs delay provisioning, the Allies agreed 
on December 31, 4@228 1918 yauizy to xetramx establish a Supreme ' 


‘ Council of Supply and Relief , whkinximexnmnaexht nestor ienarax and 


e’set up an ar 


4 


wh 
ol . 


eo *  .o/ 


less than two. baa later nemed Hoover irector General. ‘Bat within 


a month, ‘4 See Sie-that the problem# artstwezeet of feeding 
%s Chath stcberk nae Ty Le 
most of Euro were ee compe fax-torve™administered. by an 
rane Economic Council of the 
4 solated bodys The ig deat Suprene War Council (consisting of the 
‘High Command Sen responsible directly to the heads of nations who 
enoeting, to draw up the peace: treaty) texmm xuxexsKikx fo ned 
Wide UCThLT Whe 
a food section which Hoover headed 4 and /xkm Jolicies of—all-branches 


OF he pen cermes ne machinery mere thegretiwally coordinated won bot 
WEAtaver nen Onys Hoover had' pretty much a free, hand = 


nited Sta 


"4 
a determine wher food would Pepa iy 
wha! SiG a STO = and, Nok We eae fh ont 
a pS lies c ‘d a fou a th ad if 


distributed. ane almost cnoluaivery. fre toe. 
__ However annenged the Shine financing erent unction-with the ¥.S. 
2S Departments 2e azpamgea for most of the shipping, and fe 


- arestiged for the mechanics of distribution. Xhxmos He dealt with 


the. various governments concerned attner directly or through agents 
‘responsible to hime He "consulted" the Supreme Econonic Council, ‘but 
koxetixpxm in practice mexmilmdixskecciaetiimd made the aoctsteasy He 
could not, of course, violate the biockade -- but he fought roa 
thewhinniee through Wilson nAwho trusted Hooverts judguentf. 

i % 

The smafichmeoninthenpamsrtrenty Big Ten (the mexdamefix 
chief executives of Enz Great Byi tain, France, the United States, .and 
Italy) emi their foreign zermatantex ministers $x kim. two | 
eee representaives from Japan),.’‘the Big Four (the heads of thm. 
state) of -CFS8-Betteiny Euanchy-amt-bhelinited States; ant Tratek, 
‘and the Big Three (shen Wilson, Clemenceau of =FaRee, and Lloyd 
‘George ofRngiar) eee tno streaty ofepnawe ‘throughout the 
anthxrexpemiodmefix first period of Hoover¥s relief. Rm Hoover was 
not oa: get tetia ee ‘associated with the peace cormission, ‘bypblab but A 


his souseel: equently. He lad very definite ideas of 
what the peace should accomplish ama it was his task -- at least, 


1 


:. ees 


Hoover made ,@... takk -- to establish & preconditions for the 
' kind of peace to be eutabhiahedcy Amposea &n the enemy md reobxek 
liberated ‘count ries. Food was his weapon,xxx the most powerful and 
persuasive weapon pmssibidaxnbamkemex of all. He knew what he wanted and 
what the Allies shovla want, and he did his utmost -~ with extra- 


' 


‘ordinary success -- to get it. 


fh wen Be ea most coneerned the pemnm a , : . the 
NOR aeTT pence aha sibel Ot cafras Ter tmnep_of 
csteterrent as~a-two-folé=prohlem: first, jure asian ‘Sovernnent 
in Russia mst be smashed by yehtee melita! oe” OY. na kien! restored 


8s & 

to. its rightful rulers -- either ff modified autocracy or as a 
the property of 

SdtemaxacySuchtan capitalist democracy where/landlords and capitalists 


sancutrdoax preparing (and foreign investors). would be properly safe- 

guarded; thax second, the spread of Russian "Bolshevism" -~ a term Ly 

‘that=wea SynOT PERS in the minds of aaaaat ira FP and all property 
wth 4 Mpnmnntva OAPs Lat t 

holders, with murder, torturm, free love, [omic Ht J» Zh, no profits -- 


must be prevented in Europe and throughout ‘the mokmmiem colonial 


world. Xgwa There were several ways of going about thise. The most 
obvious was to send xa Allied ana American amies inte Russig to 


crush the Soviet goverrment. The second was to back interventionist 
supposedly representing tnti-Bolshevik Russians, 
armies/with many seme mam men pond-angreat flowof ami mani tions 


md supplies. The thirdf was to crush socialism wherever it mhghnk 


appeared 
xpIeRAN in-Euax" theres t<of—-Ewrope, either by arms, by political 


maneuvers, or by blockade. | 
i Beorer was opposed ihe the first method a8 dangerous, and 
he contended 
Te impractical -- peace/could not be established by making more 
war. He: yew did not fmenx favor the: second method because it seemed 
to a cmak unnecessarilly aie and a gamble. He favored the third 
method: as practical, HRXxit af the idea of blockade were abandonnede 
The spread of socialism, he held, was the direct result of femine: am 


of-tne~resyltant-elos. Give the people enough‘to eat, put them to 


By dual -6~ 
work, and socia tem would: no longer be a @.... Even iex in dealing 
with tham@ Soviet Russia, if food were poured inte the country, the 
people would forget ‘their eadtcet ‘ideas quickly enough. "A weak 
governnont:? Hoover remarked some years later, “possessed of the t 


weapon of food for starving people can preserve and heals 


food ern ena If the ¢ seated wert a gee abu thy 
bidding.of_the-Alates, then withhold food and the government would 
. come to Les senses quickiy enough. If the Allies removed the — ; 
blockaée snxtinexftesbetysl against Soviet Russia, the Ruax maim 
excuse that the Bolsheviks wad for their failuresfould be-remered ' 
and the ‘people would seaaeniy realize that Bolshevism was intolerable. 
Hoover's arguments appealed. to Wilson --whith aid not mean 
that the President, under terrific pressure, seides pecauate 
pregises; So far as the liberated nations went, the Big Four 
were willing to let Hoover operate as he wanted and confidently 
relie@ on him to get the desired results.’ But Germany and 
Big Four strategy toward each of these 
Soviet Russia were different, and Sbajy xppmosehxbaresrhxoft nthe 
wakhomsaom countries did not reflect Hoover's ideas. The blockade 
=r aren And President Wilson, bewitched by his own fine 
words, maxguch abandonned all pretense of a reasonable peace in os 
axchange for Allied acceptance of his League of Nations. ‘The 
taperishents susie wp Beroye tate, gen oF SPs Reet nose 
making and breaking : ‘governments <umahke xaxtnes Lah cht pat cemnmer 
 eerhiahen governments seemed sufficinetly Supaemyeents suashing ; 
the peoples! movements ruthlessly. Wilson agreed -= so long as in the 
— end shamisexguexumaxaian there was also a League. For no matter what 
imperkabs the imperialists accomplished, Wilson believed that the 
League would eventually rectify. ‘He ankichhexpremanh bargained the 
present against the vague hope that the future would somehow be better. 


ET 


ome 
To hin, potsne fen See e eerrh also the great menace. 
_ For -all his rhetoric, Wilson mk distrusted the people. He wanted | 
"democracy" - xhoodoiehxheronieretnad chenmexmot chminxintaxmtadnwex 
and he was readily satisfied witkiex ‘so long-as peed (aniontary forms 
were observed and ‘the mexumtahmsxpaisintrtiniemks leaders of the new 
states patixmroperntrthmtaniox made acceptable speeches in favor of 
‘Preédom.and liverty. 

' Wilson was gmuvimamt partial to forms -- content ,he ‘did not 
bother to examine too ae A jooxiebenstn So Long as the 


Ay mst 


announced ‘intentions o 
ey « VWremetey MUM "hag unsatel hy 
‘ \.appropriateness, he Wig edit sow eake. the. erformance aaa eas pe, 
WALT / : 
He came to Europe full of mhxbx virtue and zeal; he was shocked by - 
' wk the barefaced greed. ‘and frankly. Smperial i stambitions of the” 
Allbs. He Vasc opposed to ‘soetettem because heconsid ered dds wpesadnsy 
Wa tiae Aud 5 und ig auld 
Unagtainabie, and the nieted peepee “who Wine od_-sitdedi sm 


wonld.get chaés‘and barbarism inebeed. 


2 
t 


e Allies were opposed to socialism because xt of the threat to 
capitalism, to the imperialist system of colonies, xm Socialism 
could be contagious; waxmxchimanen its establishment in Russia might 


Nansen ae infect the rest of sre Wurope, the rest of the world. Ideals were 
thei 

souk ¥ ‘f all very well in pret wdc’; but their place was not in praxzbkyin 

yer ad 

ye ' practical politics. The French wanted protection from a resurgent 


Germany -- the protection of a se fes of alliances. The English wanted 
' a balance of power that would prevent F Sones influence an Europe: 
from growing too decisive. The xuza Ttalians wanted moos territorye 
the fpan Japanese wanted a slice of .Chihmansmax Siberia and aeree | 
. concession in China. And every nation one to obliterate.the | 


| jumiociet ade socialism, snoriaene Wits. pi cgsees. reluctantly and— 


hesitatingly, to saria.every imperialist demand-- mm hom for the 


| . yan t vl 
League ngala cumemhxnxaxythingex 5S tinesomngion : rectify all 


3 
a 
abuses. Wilson did not porters, as ‘the Marxists did, aut the politics; 


7 ; p 


x 


Chapter x 
“The war ended “abruptly: The Allied 14 gh Conmana had expected German 
resistence 'to Sontinus ‘at least: another year, but the blockade. foie pemeces 
worn down the Sentral Powers} jopeless people refused to fignt cat Hooves, 
zitning nothing! of military strategy,. aecepted the ‘generals? predictions ‘ 
" ana fia ‘planned his food :progran: accordingly. But ar or. meee. he 
knew. ihm devastated Europe wouatnead alt ‘the supplies that, Bt | could be 
‘delivered. ’The Armistice merely altered the manner of ‘ai’stribution, not the 
ar. ee , 
In fact, Hoover had-already “initiatea discussions: with President: > 
Wilson on post-war relief. "Right feeding corrects wrong thin NE," he 


ate hia SN 
reiterated; and "Famine is the mother of anerchye". On his: shoulders/fell . 


the responsibility to prevent the collapse of civilization/ 
| if ‘anything,. the danger of famine increased with @he end of 
hostilities. Germany cae Austria were eshaueted' and demoralized. All over 
Europe, transportation, Ser eee emer ere 
Gown. The governments of new nations, born out of the defeated ‘German and 
Austrian empttes, had not yet: established their authority; civil war blazed 


| in central and eastern Europe, a struggle for power bewween the radical . 


masses and: the nobility, the aristocratic officerg corps, ‘the feudal 
Jandholders, and the i Ween barons of finance qnd: industry. Foreseeing 


the ‘confusion, Hoover warned that food alone, could restore order ‘and check: 
hition Mab ad “Le Mecha dt ff Srantey angry Teal 4 
sel oun ‘But the French government wan bed Gorsany-to-euffor mniniarham 80 
Eg \ bates le a rhe ned ante ibe tia, Whi thiy Anand anys 
40 cold -bindgeonen=in cgepting-the venegeful peace the French 


ee Saposea the English pushe or= Pads od bod 
/K Wastes, Lela wai A GU er 
Together, the Boras -ciators tsisted\that the’ b Sokadocmmmitmrae bs 
Maka SULA Ady, 
vontipued.-If chéanoutradp land 28% liberated countries, Speseumabapuseek tem 
Hf Uwe 


aiong with>the defeated eriemies, that was wunfortunate kyim! but-seeminghy 


unavoidable» The “Allied High. Command would yot risk the jee lek Ht cod 


tical advantages. 


a : ‘ ‘ i 


e , : - : Qu 


‘WAX nightcLeat nae many. through-these~o noise 
Cpa eal 8” ‘demand, a Allies were willing to 


oss softest Zone Lan make concessions 


DON AT 
| th-favor.. of :the>Liberatedcountiree ~~ ti ethan food policies were 
beara tee nent eel 


Gokeraanee. by an Inter-Allied comm ttee. -Znageh wt ae egotiations for such 


nA Earns and itt ty whole ea 
‘a: fogumkbeee? 6 -aBing-condiotstnexon, before the Serasn collapse. Yet on tne 
Thtir Arti Ay 


yee fe aaa aa as problaimed=“Hoorer wrote eae that is Aqated- 
: A 
aan "fills me with complete horror." Be violently opposed "any. cooperative 
: SragueTTRAE A. k-to the. cont ror of our. exports_after. apencedt 
x ’ aaa 7A Wislon was: easily ‘persuaded that food policies mex mst remain 
| ‘in American’ hands. He requested Hoover to “hurry ‘to Europe. to. act as his 
representative, and Hoover left for ‘London ‘one week later. He had a clear 


idea of — ‘he ‘wanted to. do .xnimnecaxicing spam He wanted | ‘to handle all 


. proviétoning: without consulting any. other: goverment -- or any other person, 


with. the possible exception of the ‘President. ‘He -hoped to: set ‘up his own 


committee of men loyal ‘to him personally, who iad worked for him in the 
days: of’ Belgian Relief and: later in Washington, who called hin "The Chier, th 


and who: never jquestioned his decisions. But, a could not .so readily ignore 
a immediately. 
‘the. Allies: sndppins. whéle. ali/available foot. was.produced: in the United 


‘Statex and pantixfons for the mat part patixfiam food shipments were paid ae 
foreither directly by ‘the us. Treasury - of. eae loans to the Allies and 
ie the sain governments , of gern liberated : ‘countries, : ‘shipping was: still jointly 


! ™~“ , controlled ‘by: the former ‘belligerents and’ ‘the. High Command still eahen gers 
‘ é 
} the blockade. Unless Hoover. cooperated with the ener ae rae French, ‘te. could 


t 


b not get food transported or distributed. ; .. an ; 
J a Before departing from Washington, Hosvor ‘persuaded the ¥, S. Army to 


bi Ne % os 
4 : ‘y. ‘purchase. large: sseocks of foodstuffs to be: shipped ‘to France zee subsequent 
r - ‘ 
ty *poconstgnnent. In other: WORGE >. he ‘soughe to buila: up snohan Seas on which 


aa could. draw as ‘soon. as. he. eached some agreement WXih on methods in | 


“London. ‘On ‘his. arrival, he immediately ‘tried: to. formate : a ‘working plan 


= agreeable to the Allies. ou Rea tape anh suspicion resulted ‘in: exasperating 
delays. Hoover refused to watt one the politiéians: he Genpatcued a smallz 


ops 


ot = } , Sasi S neey 2 ta " ae. 


a3 
group of his men to oland, Austria, and the oe Wns to iveutieate 
conditions ane “peport.chuthe needs of these countries. He persuaded 
Preeteent Wilson to suggest methods of xm procedure to the Allies: 
Wilson dnatoicted his unofficial representative, Colnel E.M. House, to 
draw up a note requesting Hoover's appointment as D&rector General 
of Relief in acd of provisioning the enemy and liberated populations. 
The Allies procrastinated, with Wilson's permission, nvor? fren an 
office in Paris and without 7 aaa delay, began-to ship! “food to Serbia 
and Austere, paying for ee with $5 2350600" AOS tozhim by the President 
out of uorgency funds. Immediately,the French and English, afbaid of being 
excluded from relief altogether, sent representatives to cooperateg with 
Hoover's men in these countries. Because Hoover refused to matmmfiz be 
put off, the Allies agreed on December 31, 1918 to establish a Supreme 
Council of Supply and Relief, and less thantwo weeks later named Hoover 
the Director General of this body. But within a ronth, the problems of 
feeding most of Europe proved far too complex to be administered by an 
isolated committee. The Council was disbanded, replaced by a Bood 
section headed by Hoover and attached to the Supreme Economic Council oA 
tuthimmmaiem (responsible directly to the Supreme War  Counctt]wntch~tn | 
by thexmemx this new organization. 
Whatever. the-theory;-Hoove iitpree a free hand to 


‘ 
determine where, how, and when food would be dis buted. ‘Supplies came 


xhomn ajmost exclusively from the United Sta bss ‘Congress had bee} asked by 


Ad old Catlin 
Wilson to appkopriated/$100, 000 ,000_ fai 
DAEAODE and when shbeoumnmpbhton 
vate i 
in February 1919 , xkimmmeax ae delegated the authority over thee fund to 


brendan yx Se 


° provide food for the ltberated | , 


entually Congress acted favorably 


with Hoover ab its head. The f#.R.Ae was organized Ae ets to ne e 
mx functioned in Belgiume All food was 


distributed i by Americans, (often volun ers) cooperating at=times with 
yh 4d wath os mtatetey 
peat committees But the AsRoA did ‘not_limit itself to g 


food tinmtt=was paid for eyxexpony hemomhyn by the ho aia ie 


fund; it also mx took over the=} Deof distributing all phar Cienaeout, 
waster Arewip lt y Tar iy Ananag burst fap 4 Eig tha Gat f Barna) Peter, 
Europe» Ostensibly, Hoover wys subject to the decision of fs Suppeme 


Economic Councils aoe ‘s he detérmined food policies for the Council 
wad a) 

ably aj with his wishes. He-arranged-foF HOSP Ofte 

dieters bine Grain orporation was given the task of seeing to it that 


Hoover's food puréhases were transported to A.R.A. warehouses and receiving 
stations). He dealt with the various governnents ‘concerned, either directly 
or through bts agents/ He could not, of course, vhdlate the blockade ~- 

ut he fodgnt lat vigorously ,-and—inethe-énd-siceessfurtyy? throigh Wilson, ! 


who trusted Hoover's judgment. 


% 


The Big Ten (the chief executives of the United States, Great 


Britian, France, and Italy, their foreign ministers, and two representatives 


from Japan) the Big Four (the heads of state), and the Big Three (Wilson, 
Lianne “Loyd George, and (lemencees) met to.draft the peace treating during 


the first period of ‘Hoover! s relief. Hoover wam-not officially pescoteved 


, With. the Americm ‘peace commission, but he gave his comets freely. He had 


definite ideas what the peace: should accomplish; it wa 2 WHEThts—task,on at east, 
avorable to 

Hooyer.made-1t-has-task~=="to @stabIIsH the-preconditions ne 

peace, tnt’ the Samnahe imposed ‘on the enemy amd the ee 

Food was his weapon, the most powerful and persuasive weapon of all. # 

ymex did' his utmost -- with extraordinary success «=~ ae wield the weapon 

foreefullys FL wth awalf feadlerreer dwar ty Ca, wey whe, fy teediLony 
eras The danger of socialism that most concerned the peace» 

makers at their first sessions in Paris. They agreed ‘that the Soviet 


government in Russia must be smashed by whatever means proved effective, and: 


the nation restored to its rightful ommeracme rulers -- either as a modified 


¢ 


f 


Gi ) a5a 7 @ af 
' autocracy | or as a capitalist democracy where the property of landlords and 
indsak industrialists (and forgign investors) would beé adequately safe~ 
| guarded. In addition, the spread of Russian "Bolshevism" --- a term the. 
: 4 Uy Alitivwn ty diay at 
y statesmen suns hic rpp ne piemkyixiamh teen used Snoumbhex-as—synonymous=to - 


murder, torture, arson, rape, frée love, destruction = property, 


a 
” 


and worst of all, no profits -- must be prevented in panons and throughout 
the eotontat world. There were several ways’ of going about this crusade to 
sterilize ‘the world against Bolshevism Br ee ae eee The 
wy Kachin 
most obvious | ‘Wa was to send Allied and American armies to crush the 
‘prvide mén, munitions, and-supplies to 
Soviet covenient: The second was to kazk interventionist armies supposedly 
y NG 
xzmx led/and recruited fron the vanti~Bolshevtk Russians: themselvese The 
’ 
third was to crush socialism wherever 4¢ appeared outside of Russia mee. 
. the blockade, and if necessary by armed tmtermam force. 

Hoover yan. opposed thé the first mthod as impractical -. 
peace, he ‘contended, could not be established by making ‘more mar/ He did 
not faver: the second method because it seemed to him costly. and at best 
an uncertain gahibxexk ganble, without—any asturatice“tiirt_success-xould 


senetaeres the third method likely to defeat itself. 
con ou oO. ° 6. Sarmxrmdinkinex hh POET et EX Be 


sid ecinalaaistinaidica tenses Hekast had other aaeae 
‘ alias 

of-how-to“siash soolaltin. miccaaees, he held, was the Legaey of famine. 

Grve the people enough to eat, put them to work, and socialism would no 


_ Logger be a probienNgven in dealing with Soviet Russia, af food. Gace poured 
® into the country, the people would: forget their asc leaders quickly | 
enoughs) FA weak government," peeves remarked some ygare later, "possessed 
of the weapon of food for -starving people can preserye and strengthen , itself ~ 
. more effectively than by arms." The Allies sb houla choose ‘the government it 
wanted to support and then profide, suffichent food to allow thts pveriaent 
‘to whip the population ‘into line. If the beneficiary of Allied help refused to 


. 


y Spe 
nyt ay 7 ag 


the: ‘Bolshevik dgitators. 


i = ne . 
: 
tae ve 
ae a c : 4 % < : ; a + 
: a ‘ ’ ae 1 
3 ye 7 : . 
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git as tearcans instructed, ‘then food Fane be withheld and the government — 


would come to its cere quickly, “enough If the. Allies relaxed the: blockade 
pesins 7 thniitedaeen » Soviet ‘asases the main excuse the Bolsheviks. 


Z eas for their fasuires’ would wanish and the people would ‘guddeniy 


realize that Bolshevism was ‘Antolerable. But tne indiscriminate use of the 
blockade Monesy plunged people into desperation, making then ead prey to 
ee 

Hoover's apaumont appealed to Wilson-- Which did not mean that the 


President .xmnfiemmedxagheinn -urged this strategy. ‘Under terrific 
saasin opgeeure at the peace conference,, aaa Wilson compromised, 


Biving way on. every Anmediate paete in efabaage for Allied promises to 


form nip League of Nations. So far as the liberated nations went, the. 


| Big ‘Pour were meerane ‘to let Hoover operate aa, he..saw fit, saad trus oé ‘hin 


a 


at bey 


- a 


o> 
of 


“we 


—— yovehanas ofLentn -- and saw no reason’ to. jeive th them ‘the benefit: of * 


oe ru 


to get results. ‘But’ ‘Germany and Soviottiaen ‘were- asfterent. ae The 


Bag Pour rejected’ Hoov.ext 8 plant, {gditiming't tiie. pbooxade and’ urging on 


the mete Armies of intervention For a ine, ‘Cheam the, peace mers 


ws ea A 

flirted. ate the idea- of: B Separate! gontarenda, Cai th representatives Of 5 

Yer. : : eh fs a. me ths 

= “Soviets and thé various White Anterventionists cto te +" 
he Jee Sy Laggan ee 


“yn dad « "de 
1 ecraetagiony 5 The -  Sortapinooented: ey the. nesiitihn, do-acteltiei-eaonrbronee,, 


abet gant: ae 


% 


ber ‘Whites. Sesecten Precteiad het the ‘Suaden. advance™ “of ‘admire Kolchak" 8. 


aay ec 


& Bride oe a 4 
lpi ord onetime ‘secned,. promise | of ta aa defeat ofmeiie : 


pe ane Si ecet and the plan was. abehdonned. Wilson ater 1 blamed the failure, ne 
% 


po Oe Proposed. conference on the. refusal “oe Laececohertee £0 aftend” -- 
"weet ant patently, vionethe the facts. Bit Wilson, hated the A 
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In 1914, Hoover's understanding of economics was still | 
rudimentary, a crude mixture of popular theories plus deductions 
from his own experience. He considered the profit system 


immutable. He thought of imperialism only as a tactic of 


2 


capitalisn, another name for colonial penetration; he did not 
vaosentzonthat imperialism «= the monopoly era of, capit alist 
developnent ,-~- intensified competition among the major nations. 
He clung resolutely to mid-Victorian mercantilist theories, 
i disproved half a century before; he took for granted that 


untrammelled competition would assure unending peace with 


’ xmk satisfactory profits for, all, at least for all who counted. 
| But for all his stubborn certainty, free trade evolved into 
monopoly and monopoly destroyed peacee 
. Hoover lacked f< ic ee of: the uneven s-aeeeiomient 
P of industrial capacity among. the advanced powers. He perceived 
| no serious danger, for example, from Germany's rapid productive 


expansion, even though this sudden increase came at a time when 


" the British had already consolidated ‘their smpht empire. He i! 


saw Germany ebze to produce more cheaply and efficiently than i 
the Bpitish, but he aia not conclude therefrom that any insolublelf 
contradiction resulted. Yet British colonial monopoly placed 
restrictions on the German imperialists, excluding them from 
4 4 : markets and limiting their search for raw materials. Hoover 
‘ failed to grasp the implications of a world in which the markets 
eee ‘divided, }ven’ ‘though une Givision “no longer’ satisfied 
the ambitions or the needs of powerful rivals. 
Despite the accelerated snadetrses wr ogress of ‘the 
younger, more aggressive, inperialisns, the older capitalisms 
still controlled a: disproportionate share of the world's 


resources and markets. The latecomers (with the exception of the. 


4 
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United States which still had room for internal expansion) _ 
pressed for a redivision of piers Markets were not 
inexhaustible -- but each monopoly capitalism hungered insatiably 
for cheap ‘raw maborstares cheap labor, and an. ever-expanding 

outlet for mass-production goodse Each sought super-profits to 
eipenaake for the disease gnawing at its vitals, the disease 
of a falling rate of profit. Existing markets could not be 
expanded rapidly enough, nor could new markets be created at 
will, to keep pace with the rise in. over-all production. In | 
Smihkacha Ke nsey self-defense against competition, each major. Power - 
began to close its own frontiers to imports and ‘to seal off 
colonies from foreign producers. Great Britain in particular 
sought "protection" for the Eapire, since English capitalism 
depended on the flow of profits: from India and other possessions} 
The urgent scramble for raw materials expressed more than a 
search for sufficient supplies; it indicated an ominous determin- 
ation to keep materials out of the hanés of competitors. 

\ In “ne imperialist era, war was inevitable. The 
basic conflict maturing | ‘betwee Great Britain and Germany | 
necessarilly involved every other’ ‘Buropean nation anxious to 
"win or preserve its place in the imperialist sun. Suseiatock 
Czarist Russia, wraoked-'by a Remi-feudal economy, saw war as 
an opportunity to grab new. loot in the Orient and the Near 
East; and war seemed to promise a means to crush the rising 
hha revolutionary discontent of workers and peasants. 
France, Austro-Hungary, tal could not permit the world :to be 
reappoptioned without participating in the settlement. Hoover 
erroneously thought capitalist competition concerned only 


' private enterprisers; in reality, nations fought for markets as 


part of their struggle for eetacendes The .waxmdbhxm war, when at 
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came, soon disabused Hoover of his illusions. — 

Th Meuse WIA However, the: vecdeutaed ‘Only the 
superficial, immediate causes -- the killing of Archduke 
Ferdinand, the violation of Belgian neutrality, the compulsions 
of alliances. From Dr. Jordan and“his own Quaker background, 

‘he had absorved a good deal of the pre-war idealistic’ pacifism 
and. Dr. Jorsad papressea Hoover's first rbrapentinesx unperceptive 
view of the European debacle when ‘he wrote:"Zn this matter, most — 
of us tho have worked mk for peace, in common with the business 
men of Germany, must confess our mistake. We trusted in the good 
‘sense of the German people, to their industrial and commercial 
interests, to ‘hold these noxious elements in check as England 

and “vance have held in eneek their own chauvanists and jingoes... 
The German nation must receive ‘its punishment for not guarding it 
own liberty. It has entered into the altruistic and compléx 
vivilization of the 20th century with 18s oaged tools of war in 
the hands of the Hohensollerns and the Pan-Germanists."2 : 

It was a shocking state of affairs for those who sought ~ 
the cause of war not in economic and resultant political forces, 
but it the machinations of individuals. Dr. vorden approached 
all history in terms of personalities, which led him into the mire 
of racism and inspired his bumbling - ‘diatribes against Neva" mene 

. His opinions influenced Hoover -- at least until the progress of 
the war demonstrated the empLiness of Dr. Jordan's #explanations." 

Ironically, Hoover had helped nourish the war which 

now amazed him. He had won wealthy for the British Enpires -he had 
developed raw materials covetted by every other monopoly smayhbadix 
capitaliom; he had harnessed cheap lsbor to British enterprise; 

he -had served one group of capitalists to the detriment of obher 
groups; he had strengthened the economy of imperialism with fA 
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fierce exploitation, its violent contradictions. As mech as 


any other individual, Hoover. mae a cog in the vast machine 
= implacably grinding toward the final test of EgmMist lt. 


sbrength w«- tho test of war. That Hoover was blind to his own 
role did’ not negate it. 
At the outbreak, the conflict frightened hime "I think 
I'm broke," he told a friend. "of course, you understand I 
‘sha'nté be in want the rest of my life. I can always earn my 
Living by engineering consultstin feese But as for having 
anything ahead, so! ‘that XL may retire in comfort, and. do muah 
I please -- I ieee that's over."2 
7 His panic did not last long. Almost immediately, he 
(aeons that war wrought_greater profits than peace, that: his 
snvestments were safe so long as capitalism enduréd. But for 
,' reasons of his om he contimed the dramatic pose of having’ 
sapbosed a financial set-back and of being uncertain whether ~~’ 
5 his personal fortune would survive, ta@emat. es 


* i? 
Hoover spent the sumer of 1914 in London where he had | 
returned on businesse As usual, ho was accompanied by his 
‘family. But during the crisis of Huropeen mobilization, his: j 
business cane to an abrupt if temporary halt. He had freo 
tine on his hands during the tuntltuous month when thousands ae 
Americans from all over Europe hurried: to London in the hope of © . 
gotting passage to the United Staten. ‘Tourists, Dust noesneds 03 : 
expatriates, sumor students, artists joxmed ‘the U.S. Bibagay 
clamoring for xnzam rescue from the war gone. The banks . all ‘over. 


: | os ‘tho continent closea ‘their doors, refusing to honor letters of 


ah Anerican Express and paniers notes, and paper eres . 


, even scaleny snetacens ; mot to noneeen sumer travollora ith | 
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low budgets, wore without funds. In this emergency, Hoover and 


‘others in the American colony organized "The Committee of 


American Ruatdonte in London" to give iemagiaes relief to their | 
countrymen. The committee, ‘of which Hoover was chdimman, scraped 
together vhatover gold it could find and sot up offices in ‘the 
ornate Savoy Hotel where desporate Saniora sand wonneqeen 
familios bogged for loans - most of the applicants ‘were able to 
offer ample security in Amoricae Hoover passed on the requesté, 


ana soon norgod his group with ‘sinilar Gora t tee sot up by the 


American Ambassador, Walter Hines Pages Two days aftor Great 


Britain declared war on Gormany, the, American Congress 
despatched the 8/8 Tennessee from New York City with $3 2000 ,000 


of private bankers! gold, $15,000,000 of gold coin, and a lero 


start of officials to. oxpedite the return of Amebicans to their 
homeland. | 

Tho Ambassador acted as honorary chairman, but Hoover | 
did the actual executive work ani proved himself caln, efficient, 
and: generous with his time. 'Prior to the arrival of ‘the 


Tonnessoo, he and his woalthy colleagues advanced funds out of 


their ow pockets to the botter class of their stranded country= 


mon, a service which involved no particular risk. Of the $4500 


xamammt loaned by Hoover's group, all but S245 $250 was repaid 
within the noxt month. When the Tennessoo brought: public funds, 
the harassed “Ambassador turned over to the Hoover committee 

(now aided by Anorican treasury and army officials) the task of 


providing Anoricans with elisa Silene in and our of London, 
> aed. recreation, food, and “finally passage to the Uniteg 


States. _ * 


, The scramble !lasted sovoral woeks. The: main piobien was 


‘to iecure trans-atlantts passage space. Hoover sent a committee 


‘ . ‘ i t : z . / 
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”” popresentative to moet each incoming train from the continent, 
arrangod ‘housing for the arriving refugees, and provided tours 
of London and othor diversions to keop ‘Sho. travellors occupied 
rhtlo waiting for’ a boat. To facilitate handling, Hoover ordered” 
‘the applicants Zar divided into two groups: "Those who appeared | 
xhscorch absolutely respectable," wore given passage as soon as 

‘space could be obtained; .and Those who seemed doubtfu"> ‘wore | 


nerded together, oscorted to the boat and handed their steerage 
passago hone (to prevent trafficking in: steamship tickots). 


To care for BaaScoupan ed Women , small’ chiddron,and invalids, 
Mrs. “oover: organized a wonon's eomedttes. 

. Hoovar ‘stabilized oxchango at $5 to hl. He aponaven 

the publication of a daily moxmppoxtje newspaper, The American 
Bulletin, carrying usoful information for the transients, news 
of home, instructions. The organization functioned smoothly, to. 
the inmense satisfaction of Ambassador Pago. Criticisns cane only 
fron tho few who expected ‘special privilege and preferential 


' treatnonte 


{ 
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‘In.a month, the emorgency mmutext head ended. Tho - committee 
had preeidoa relief for 3800 Anorfcans,nnd had arranged passage 
for many thousands moro. Hoovor's quiet ability created a most 

favorable improssion. The Engineoring and Mining Journal, proud — 
| of tho: contribution of an engineor during the max enorgenay, 
glorified Hoovor in a long article telling of his carcor and 
‘his accomplishnonts. "Being an ‘Anerican, Hoover has tho senso of 
‘hunor common to us all," The Journal declared, adding, “he still 

hides it. under that grave exterior of his college days. He ‘talks’ 
little,’ but ho: thinks much, and straight to the: point. Efficiency 


‘is his hobby and work fr.is recreation. "* Hoover's pationce became 


sonothing of a legend: a popular story circulated through London 


' 
ay, 
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of his even-tempered response to a hunger striker who occupied 
when refused 
his office soncrichermerrient vettor steamship accomodations. For 
three hours 2 Hoover worked quietly at his desk while the lady 


starved. Then he: leisuroly ato a sandwich, and the hungor striket 


succumbed and accepted four shillings fax from Hoover for a meal. l 
The Cormittee wound up its affairs. Buropo. settled down 

- tO ware Hoover arranged passage to the United States for hinself ' 
and his fanily for the last week in Sembemmnim Soptembor. In a 

' widely circulated statenent, he Mreee the few of his countrymen 
who remainod in Europe to follow his. ‘exanple: "It is bad | 
economics to consider than an American traveller by spending none; 
hero is doing any goode Ho is consuming foodstuffs and increasing 
tho difficulties of financial exbhange."> But first Hoover | 
had. to put his business interosts in order. His initial fear. 
of bankruptcy had beon quickly dissipated. Investments in 
Russian of] and minerals promised to doors The Zino Corporation's 
cartel agreement with German producers created problems, but thorl 
could be no doubt that the Corporation's stocks. of zinc, copper, 
and lead, no matter to whom they. wore sold, would bring in a 
handsome profit. Tho Berna Corporation could ‘anticipate uninters 
rupted orders at high prices for utmost capacity production. “vers 
ther pro ject in which Hoover participated promised to benefit 
fron the war demani. If hostilities ended abruptly, as Hoover 
was convinced they would, his conpanios would onjoy a brief 

oom ‘but the war dia not halt, “and: every one ofhis major 
companies showed enormously ‘Ancreased earningse As: an ‘American 
noutral, Hoover made roney, despite nigh tun taxes, despite 
his owm persnnal expenditures during the period of Belgian relief 
% 


The Geman armies struck at France through Belgium, wees 
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neutrality. the ‘European powers had guaranteed to respect. 
The invasion and alliances Pins France and Russia (The Triple 
- Entente), provided the eta pega for tie British declara- 
tion of war mein against the German and Austro-Hungarian 
enpires, and tended to conceal the far graver struggle for mache 
markets and colonies. peneeny was determined.to break through 
economic "encirclement" in Burope by annexing Belgian ashi 
‘and resources, by wringing concessions ane gribute from * "rance 
and Russia, and by colonizing the Balkans in accordance with the» 
plan to link Berlin with the Near East. Further, Eirope became 
‘the battleground for colonial supremacy in Africa and Asia, with 
the Germans resolved to force the English to disgorge at least 
aportion of their colonial empire. The Central Powers gambled 
on a swift war; tp have respected Belgian neutrality would have 
delayed the hoped-for xmmicxdamuicxiaa Knockout blow against Erance. 
Once “vance was eliminated, the “yma “ermans could séttle 
back to destroy the huge, ‘badly equipped, and poorly. lea. Russian 
armies while keeping Hnglana at bay. For their part, the Allies 
depended primarilly on their hope of slowing up ‘the Germans, . 
yma waiting for the effects of attrition on the Kaiser's 
war machine. If the Allies couldhang on lowe enough, the Geanan 
army could be starved out by the British Navyts b blockade of. the 


+ 


North Sea. | 
The tiny Kingdom of Belgium, proportionately the most 

densely populated and highly industrialized nation in the world, 
was crushed between the two- great ‘imperialist camps. The Belgian: 
army could not stop the powerful German legions; yet, because 
of British and French promises of support, the Bélgians . 
‘resisted. Their defense ‘against aggression, while it. did not 
diese the charagber of the far larger ‘imperialist struggle, 


nevertheless gave the Entente, as allies of Belgium, a valuable 
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propaganda asset, particularly in their bid for sympathy in the : 
United States. Moreover, the Belgian defense delayed the Gorman 
“armies boyend the expectation of the Kaiser's high command -- 
and enabled the French to rally sufficient force to save Faris, 
to put an end to the German war of movement, and to rece the 
Germans to accept a'war of position. The Belgian stand dissipated 
the German hope of a short war in the West, -and began the long 
Allied process of starving out tke enemy. 

. Belgium was the war's first and most appealing schmahhmn 
casualty. The econony of the little country, overwhelmed by 
- superior force, was completely disrupted. In peace, one-sixth of 
Belgium's population tilled the land; the farms ‘however, 
supplied, only a quarter ofthe grain needed by the dense ‘popula’ 
tion and xxm at all times the Belgians depanded on imports for 
at least half of their total food supply. With ‘the Germans taking 
‘over the transporation svoten,,conthacatane everything that might 
be useful to the arny, destroying cities in their advance, and | 
terrorizing ‘the people, Belgian food reserves dwindled. The | 
British blockade of the North Sea cut the Belgium from its 
usual sources of supplies. The danger of starvation mounted, 
and the Germans, thoroughly akarmed by the blovkade, ruthlessly, 
refused to sacrifice their own supplies to provide for their 
victims. 

Almost at once, the American committee in Brussels, 

(similar to the London committee to aid simadmat stranded 
Americans), transformed itself into a relief organization for 
the capital city of Belgium. With the U.S. and Spanish ministers > 
, Prand Whitddck and the Marques de Villalebar.as pxtrons, the 
American financiers -D. Heinenan, William Hulse, and Millard thane 
Shaler joined wealthy Belgians to form the Comité Central de 


Se ee ee 


de Secours ot atAlimontation. Ernest Solvay, the richest man 


Moreing in the Chinese Engineering and Mining Company, and had 


: the Kaiping properties in 1901.’ The Amorican members of the 


| 4nvasion and destruction weg lead to unrest. Such possible 
turmoil could too readily be accompanied by the destruction of 


| Gdrman~confisersters could load to an upsurge of revolutionary 
| fervor among workers and peasants. It was highly probable that | 
| the invaders might consider internal chaos in Belgium sufficient 


‘Provocation ‘to QReNgEe Cc unter measures: the Germans needed 


indiscriminately to seize property. Zhe bankers and Industrialist 


‘appropriations would be at hear expense. 
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in Belgiun, was named president,and Enile Feenqusy: active wien | 
director ‘of Belgium's greatest private bank, was his principle 
co-worker. Franqui, it will be recalled, had joined Hoover and 


played a leading role in the financial combine that 


mrantehomiy relief committee had long been residents of Bolgium 
and had ‘large holdings in Belgium corporations: Shaler was 
interested in Congo gold and diamond mines; Hulse and Heineman 
had close connections with oom dosnthat-den2t“prinartliy~ 
wrth German industrialists. 
The2n0mek Conithts desire to prevent mass | starvation 

wadhot antiwely. notivated,by umahdtarian considerations. The 
financial position of. its leaders, Anorican and Belgian alike, 
was threatened ‘the moment the Gomaan arnies entered Belgium, 
not so much by Corman depredations as by the likelihood that 


property not already razed by Gorman guns Hunger and privation 


resubting-{fom tho diemPption of BélpyLan”écehomy-eand=the 


fa... 


condone stringen t 


machinery, raw materials, and industrial equipment of all 


descriptions » ond they might welcone. a roady-made oxcuse 


of Belgium, ani their foroign backers, knew ‘that Gorman . 


Tho Comité had the no backing: -of the U.S. Mintstor, pana: 


Ny 
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tnitiock, who wanted only to relieve the suffering of the 
Belgian people. And since the ‘Germans hoped ‘to offset British — . 
propaganda in ‘the United States, they had no desire to 
antagonize Whitlock; they therefore agreed to the Comité's | 
request for permission to import foodstuffs and pledged further 
_ that the occupation authorities would not requisition such — 
imports. Once the Germans had approved a tentative agreement 
for Belgdan provisioning, Mallard Shaler, and Hugh Gibson, 
first secretary of the U.S. Legation, hurried to London. As 
American neutrals they had greater liberty of movement than 


the Belgian senbeis of the Comité. Thés two-man delegation, 
UW Rul twill Fars tir dora tum b 


gabe “pebeived Samana in ‘England during the latter’ part of September, 


= 


1914,. Seeking British permission to ship food through the 
| blockade. 

Hoover's mining friend, Edgar Rickard (a member of the 
“ondon committee to help Americans return home) cneepaueea 
Shaler to Hoover. After a brief discussion, Hoover hurried 
Shaler to Ambassador ‘Page. The combined efforts of Shaler, 

, | aad rth, Radyo 

Page, Gibson, aget Hoover managed to extract from the British 
a reluctant assent to the proposal that: the Comité be allowed 
to ‘buy "food in London and ship it gnneaeh Holland ts Brussels. 
However, the British imposed the condition that shipments must 
| be made in the name of Ambassador "age and consigned to Ms nister 
Whitlock, with the promise that these neutral officials would 
guarantee that none of the imports would fall into German 
hands. Page was Willing to accept the stipulation, though he 
had first to ask Washington for ia kt After a short delay, 
President Wilson cabled his approval. : 


. To handle Belgian ralief, Page and the Spanish 


PEP GPa e Tee England set up a joint Commission with thenselves, 
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‘be appointed to such an exalted post, particularly as he had 


' social barriers. He had been lucky too that Janin had employed 


opportunity. He had the perception to know what he wanted and 


Wale: vand the U.S. minister to Houieaatas ‘honorary chairmen. 


“his new post. For at least four years, he had been vaguely , 


under the most ‘favorable circumstances, xakt as a charitable and: 


what is. so easily dismissed as "luck." He could be considered 


“when: the Boxer Xebellion: made possible the purchase of the 


He had ‘been lucky to have written books that won him Pearse 3 


“.L92— 
To carry through the actual work, Page persuaded Hoover to tase 
the ghmhemamx executive chairman, with Gibson, Rickard, Shaler, 
and smembax others working with hin. 
‘Rne Despite the immensity of the ga jniex Hoover welcomed 


thanking of entering "gone job of public service." Belgian 


relief would introduce ‘him to ‘the American public gracefully, and 
humane sme statesman. Seemingly, Hoover had been fortunate to 


no Ragone of public sefvice, except for his brief six weeks as 
Ghanian of the committee to aid preyscans "veturn “home. But 


2ike all successful men, Hoover had always been blessed with | 


lucky to have enteréd Stanford as a menber of the Pioneer Class 


at a ‘time when the college was without tradition or snobbish 


him and later had recommended him to Bewick, Moreing & Co. He 
had been lucky to have participated in the Sons of Gwalia 


deal in Australia, to have been sent to China just at the moment. 


Kaiping Proper esese He ‘had been lucky to have become a partner. 
of Bewick ,Moreing at so young an age, ane he had. been lucky 


7 


in ‘his various promotion sckends ahich had made him a rich mane 


to to have ‘built a reputation for shrewdness, alertness, 
efficiency, and’ capability. But his sucéess could hardly be 


explained merely by ehttierene his rise to luck. Hoover had 
the driving power and capacity ‘to take full advantage of every 


et ae a ae ee . 


q 
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how to go about getting it. His remarkable careey could not be 


dismiss ed as merery the result of a happy faculty of being 


around at the proper momen’ at the proper ‘place: he earned ‘his 


way with energy and extragne nate ability. If he missed one 
chance, he took advantage of the next. His "luck" was the 
result of energy, intelligence, driving offiotency, and an’ alert- 
ness Bo, the main chance. oo 

No American was better prepared to head Belgian relief. 
Hoover had spent over fifteen years amassing a personal fortune _ 
that gave hin andependence 6 devote himself to public work. oe 
He had wide experience in international finance. He was an ' 
| old hand at organization and administration. He was. a 
recognized leader in his profession and a figure in ‘the 
commercial world. He had von high academic honors. He had shown 
tact, decision, and level-headedness as chairman of the — “ondon 
relief committee. “e had made a favorable impression on most 
people whom he had met in business. In choosing Herbert Hoover, 
Ambassador Page made a wise selectione. 

Will Iywin, Hoover's personal friend and worshipful 
diographer, remembered the morning after he Page made the 
appointment. Hoover ‘came down to breakfast Meith his accustomed 


meen “= cana aues | eoners 
‘yah ange er ne We were alone in the dining room. He 


bade me Soconerne nee poured amd sweetened his ‘coffee, looked 


Up, and ga 

"tWell, let the fortune go to helt, ' newaasd 

"In that phrase was born the Commigsion for Relief 
4n Belgium. I felt then, I kmow now, that I had witnessed a 
significant moment in historye 

"Hoover spent that day in ae up his affairs,' 
Irwin xexenbamsdt related. Ne penouneeds as'of date, all his 
‘engineering fees, resigned from all his highly paid exedutive 


‘ai Sete, oo oa a 


ae 
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jobs ’ surrendered the commercial good-will which he had boon 


uilding up for fifteen Yearas To his: agsociate one mucers he 
dgid: tI give you the pusiness?; and as tine sorved in the 
hectic month@ which followed, he helped socuro thoir election © 
to his vacaht place an directorates or companies..eSone of his 
follow-directors of foreign nationality took this decision hard. 
‘He was an Americans what pustiness had he in the ware Hoover gave 
his grave chuckle; and. in ono of his aonoantrdted moods buckled 
dorm to tho big fob."6 | 

_ Irwin had a fooling for the romantic. No doubt Hoover’ 
pokvedely fretted over his "fortune" -- he scex ea to think the 
doleful idea of his imainent bankruptcy somehow ennobled hime .. 


a 


But trwin's dramatic avcount of how Hoover han all his 
personal interests towsthers the day after his appointment a 
not rholzy accurate. Shrovehout 1914 and all of 1915, Hoover's 
name appeared 
on at least thirteen ‘boards of directors 

“of private companies » Not until 1916 did. he bogin to withdraw, 
amd even then he held on to his directorship in the Burma 
Corporation. At the 1915 man annual meeting of the Zinc 
Corporation, for oxanple, Fells ‘Govett told the stockholders: "I 
think the first three months of war was spent py HeC. Hoover 

and’ myself in a continuous study of this zinc position with a 
view to finding othor outlets, and in consideration of the 
quostion of the proction of smelting works ‘hordeese”™” To the 
annual mooting of the Burzia Corporation, hold the day after . 
Christnas, 1914, Hoover sent voluminous noses on technical 
develomonts at the mines, which the chaiman road to the 
stockholders.» Hoover wrote: "Wo are going slowly during the poric 
of the ware Wo aro expending our energies upon ‘Gavolopnent in - 
depth, solving metallurgical problems ‘and designing such | 
equipment ‘as is most a cae saa » 80 ‘that after the war 


% 
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we may plunge straight aheadde eWo aro in this business for the 


profit waich we shall make from tho metals we produce, and tore 
| Lore desire to build slowly but sccuroly."8 | . 
| Tho notion that Hoovor would abandon his investments 
: just because ho had taken on a new job. was fantastic. Ho was 
-neithor {dreamer nor f fool. True, as he becane more and more 

. involyed in Belgian relief, ho participated less actively in. 
'Dig-eomaudes. Cautiously, with a good doal of foresight, he 
began to turn over his, tuadeecs. intorests to his brother 
Theodore. When in 1916, he Binally resigned from various boards , 
of diroctors, he did nob gold his share holdings. To throw 
away a handsome incomo and his part in the handsono profits 
the conipanies yore making was wnthinkablo’ for facwes: just as 
such quixotic action moure mve been unthinkable for any other 
;. gane invostor, He bieindaee teenies. | ji 


For tho next two and ono half yoars, Hoover devoted — 


his onergy and talents to Belgian provisioning ‘without respite. | 
| Anbassador Page was fond of telling about tho first discussion | 
| of tho project hold in his offices Pago insisted that sone one suf 
| man -- a neutral and preferably an Amorican --must take rospon- J 
| 


sibility for the whole organizations "Hoover, you're IT$" Pago 


| announced. According, to Pago'ts anocdote, Hoover said nothing, 


‘but glanedng at the clock, silontly loft tho room. Ho returned” 
aftor sovoral minutes. "Hoover, why did you get up and leavo 
so abruptly?" tho Ambassador demanded. ‘Hoover supposedly AG 
replied, "I saw by the clock that there was an hour left before . 
. tho dxchange closed in New York. So im went out and cabled, 3 
buying sovoral millions of bushels of wheat -- for the 
Bolgians, of course." 
, é * 


Tho Zask of provisioning an entire nation proved ‘ 


“%, 
an 
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formidable. "It 1s ‘difficult to state the position of the | 
civil population of Por eawa wethout appearing hysterical, Hoover 
wrote in ono of his roports. "I do not know that history ‘ 
presents ‘any parallol of a population of soven million, people 
surrounded by a ring of stool ‘and utterly unable by any 


conceivable offort of thoir om to savo thonselves." uO With 
‘ ‘ \ 


t 


) “his passion for efficiency, Hoover reorganized the sprawling 
committees that had sprung up during the first months of war, 


consolidating agencies and defining the functions and 
jurisdiction of each. After some ‘tentative shifts, Hoover and 
hawauesstante decided to oliminate any spocific reference to 
sponsorship in tho titlotof-the-wrgmniemtten: tho word 
Nanerican® was dropped to avosa antagonizing any possible 


SADPOTUO’, and tho oftted : _ 
provision Mana rolief pieaniad tion: becano simply "The Commission | 
for Rolief in Belgiwiy" soon to be know by its initials, the 
OoRBe The Solvay-Pranqus Bo coutid tt00 ter russobe expanded to 


oad 
serve: +t atLon,..ronintng ttsott the, Comité National... 


. The CeoReoBe. enlisted a8 diplomatic sponsors the Spanish anv’ 


American ambassadors in London, the Retritk: Dutch, Spanish, and 
Amorican misistors in Brussels, the Anbrican minister at The 
Haguo, and the American, anbassadors to Gorm rmamy and Franco. 

But actual rosponsibility was vosted in Hoover. Without 

further delay, he sent Usdlard Shaler and another Anerican, 
'Captain Lucey, to Rotterdam to receive incoming shipmonts and 

to route those as speedily as possible into Bolgiune. Once the 
supplics, mummy arrived at their destination, tho Bolgian 
Comité took-over tho task of distribution. 

Tne problem of prot&sioning a blockaded nation, eooupied 


by & hostile army, raised innumorable difficultics. But Hoover “at 


singleness of ‘purpose, his resourcefulness, his unshakeable 


x 


ot 


y 


ability ,-and-uteotftotonty-ae~an-mninis nator! 


~1970 | 
determination did not falter during tho noxt ‘trying yearse 
Despite the vast complexitics ~- physical, diplomatic, 
organizational -- ho maintained a stead, flow of igopasbhes 
into Bolgiun, and by the summer of 1915, ‘4nto. the German occupiceg 
_ provinces of Northern Pranco. Ho surrounded himself with | 
F prorecae 
yoluntoors, Set proforence engineers, and leaning heavily 
‘on. Californians ~~ a quarter of tho C.R.B. staff cane from his 
adopted state, half of than Stanford graduates. He appointed 
his friend and booster, Edgar Rickard, former oditor of a ‘mining 
journal in San Francisco ani later in London, to handle all 
—O.ReBe publicity. Rickard answorod the now fomiliar quéstion 
of "Who's Hoover?” and 16 TGS BATS WRY dots resto | 
nobility 
About the-cbittty; MERAME OT” CMMTGSEOF, Un BURT -onfAeing 
devotion shi of tho nanin chargesof.theComisaian.” 
lnew thompeaue-of-pavttorty, believing that the personal touch 
ay 1 porsea rm Ai, 

helped e ist public supports ond a e 
offaaking a show Of sceudies reticoncoy. Rickard Jexploited Hoover! | 
Lamextser miei unassuming modesty and his xmunk-nobetiy 
proclaimed anxiety to osbape public noticd’ sow~tint Hoover was 
soon renowmed xmammk for his dosirg_to-rem 

be neem ae 


~“OeReBo,* Ison devoted loyalty - i eed ‘thos: “on the ~executive- level ee 
to the youngest field wotker. He was the acknowledged leader 
of a groat crusade. 

CR paployeos imBeleaunm were > paid a pittance, oe 
gonoqenance, most of the staff wore,uon of independent means + 
or ‘young collogo graduat a fron well-to-do families. They A 


woro ardontly et a ie ck / euauieiiges pro~Ally as 


~ 
7 
¥ 
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they heeded the ban, to repress their sympathies so as not to 
interfere with their work. They were an enthusiastic lot -- 

the C.R.B. staff -- imbued with a college-boy fervor, and 
displaying svointernse satisfaction in their "mission." Toward: 
‘Hoover, xheyxtioa "The Chief,” they expressed a worshipful awe. 
‘He was the epitome -- self-sacrificing, sweetly charitable, and 
noble beyond compare. 

The British ruled that all C.R.B.' supplies must be 
purchased in neutral countries, despatched a and delivered to 
neutral ports, and, carried bg neutral bottoms. Hoover persuaded 
_ the British to release 10, 900 tons of grain bought in London 
during the first days of relief operations; therenceforward, all 
purchases must be made abyada -- and because of distance and 
shipping problems, the greatest part of the purchases were 
made in the United States, to the profit of American winlsadteks 
and Jobberds Hoower naturally favored the firms he Imew. He 
was sometimes accused of Rminnxhthsmx discriminating against oo 
| the smaller an jobbers, of throwing business to friends and 
puisiness aequedntansés’’ But like any other business man 
with huge orders me place, he naturally preferred to deal 
with men he knew or with whom he had ‘been associated in some i 
former ‘transaetion. 

His ‘task was enormous. He mst find vessels to trans- 
‘port cargoes in the face of a growing shortage of ‘ships. He 
‘must arrange with the British for safe passage through the 
‘blovkade, and with the Germans. for immunity’ from submarine 
attack. “6 must assure speedy unloading at Rotterdam, safe 
despatch ‘to Belgivm,and equitable distribution. 4e mst 


arrange to finance the huge ‘business in the face of German 


unwillingness to let money leave Belgium, and Allied ma 
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dstermination to prevent money from entering Belgium. He 
mist deal with. countthss officials of varying allegiances and 
nationalities, and he mist convince the British that the 
Germans did not benefit, and the Germans that the Allies gained | 
nothing» He rast prevent local graft. 4e must limit the 
tendency toward 4n@lation inside Belgium. He must assure a 
steady arrival of supplies in thousands of commnities disrupted 
by war, with uncertain transportation, with red-tape and 
bureaucracy all-embracing. He did the job and he did it well. 
What is more, he thoroughly enjoyed Ab 

The erroneousf# notion sersted that: Belgian provisioning 

was financed by kha private contribttions, mostly American, and 
was handed out free to the starving population. The C.R.B. 

| functioned far differently. Furing the period from November 

1914 to August 1919, the Commission fea and partially clothed 

9,500,000 people in Belgium and Northern France, at a cost of 
$925,000,000, far beyond the capacity of private chatity. 

teas then six percent of all funis came fran, individuals or 

private organizations (of which the American people subscribed 

about one fifth). The financing was largely dependent on grants 

from the Belgian governnent which had fidea to Le Havre, fmm | 

Rummy and from subventions by the ae and French . ) 

governnents. After 1917, all financing was assumed vy the 

United Shxhesx States *peasury. 

Moreover, the Dutch contributed free of charge the use 
of harbors, canals, railroads, telegraphs, and telephone; the 
Germans reduced freight rates and remitted canal tolls and 
custom duties in the occupied territories. All belligerents 


*ade concess1002 for the carriage of C.R.B. mails, recuded 


s ? ‘ é 


censorship seine one on communications, and provided transe- 


* 
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portation for cormission nenborse Hoover could boast of a fantas~ 


tically low monetary outlay nfiixfixdgngemoemin for administrative 


{ 
and operating expenses. The C.R.Be overhead of 0.435 porcent 


did not inglude the donated services. 

| Irwin recalls Hoover remarking in, 1914: "Some swine, 
when this thing is over, is probably going to accuse us of 
graft. I want to be ready for him. So I'm going to pay 21 my 
expenses out of my om pocket. "2h He retained tmbaxrmxbkoomk 
auditors to keep a careful mem and-constant check on CoReBe 
books. And whereas the announced CoReBe overhead did not truly 
reflect the cost of operation, the care exercised in: handling 


financial transactions -- and Hoover's rebloulous refusal to 


‘accept any ‘compensation, even for inks travelling expenses ~= 


wore above reproache | 
. Supply boats flew the small, red-and-white, trtentular 
flag of the C.ReBe, and were conspicuously marked with itke 
bannors and other identification to prevent air and submarine 
attacks. Food and clothing were unloaded at Rottordan, 
transshipped by bail and canal: to Belgium where the Yomité 
National took o harge. “he Comité divided its territory into 
districts (one for each of the nine Bolgian provincés),, into 


regions,and finally into commmnal uhits, some 5,000 in all. 


In 1915, a similar arrangement .was set up in Northern France to 
care for an additional 2 2000 occupied communities. The Howalation| 
on presenting ration’ cards at local dopots, could buy » ‘their, 
share of food and clothing. Tho profit fron Comité sales -- and 
there ere satisfactory profits --' went into @ genoral fund to 
finance aid to the destitute, soup, eae children | 8 homes, 
and other charitios. Hoover conducted the C.R.B. as a commerttal 
enterprise -~ he called it "the biggest chain store on xexzmuaitmsx 
record.” _ Ewer donated supplies arriving on "relief ships" wer 


no . 
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treated as ordinary delivories and disposed of in the same 


manner.’ = 


Ananda) 
The Comite handaad distribution, but the C.R.Be kept 
a caroful chock, eee Dibdadtiictsaet o Porty CoR-Be representatives 
patrolled Belgiwn: their task was nessneniy to make sure that 


4 


food and clothing were equitably allotted, Dutqad-so—to~ make 
auc that no part of iee inports fell into ‘German hands, per ae 
rogulations dion see by the belligerents pope turetived « 
The Comité set. up its om grain mills ee warehouses -=- these 
had to be carefully supervised. of course, cases occurred of 
individuals and small groups within Belgium cheating the Smohknhs - 
Comité, smugging CoReBe supplies to the Germans, and over= 
charing; but such instances were: fow compared with the immense | 
volume of ‘cormédities handled. The greatest danger to tho CRB. | 
was that each case of dishonesty gave the Gorman or Allied f 
governnents a treet excuse to ond provisioning. Hoover managed : 
to avoid this final disaster: whenever one of the belligerents 
‘announced its dacision to abrogate agreements with the C.RBe ; 
(and this happened frequently), Hoover managed to get rid of | 
the abuse and to force the belligerenets to continue cooperating : 
with C.ReB. by threats of public wrath in the United States. | 
Crises between the CRB. and the belligerents 


occurred with discouraging smainen regularity -- but only a few 


. of the Anoidents seriously endangered the existence of the. 


: provisioning organizations tho first flared ‘early - 1915, a 


few nonths after ‘hostitlities Pree B The C.R.Be ‘had been 
granted &emporary authority by ‘the British: during a discussion 
with Lloyd George, then Chancellor of tke’ Exchequer, Hoover was 


; ; H 
suddenly confronted by the unwillingness ‘of the extremist ei 


eyeeevaon within the Britis military command to continue CRB. . 
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This group enaxere that Bolgiun was recieting more food than 
needed to koep the population alive, and that the German was — 
effort was being strengthened by the flow of imports. Lloyd 


George argued that if shipments to Belgium wore stopped, the 


1 


‘ : & 
Gormans would. be: forced to provision the population (an, moiohyarcrs 


obligation, Lloyd George pointed out, under international law). 
He reasoned that once the Germans had to draw on their food 
menaryae ’ the war would be: brought ‘home more sharply to the 


German peoples . : 


ny pointed abet Hoover wrote in: a lengbhy report of 


the conversation,"that, first, as to the requisitioning of foed, 


the Germans: had given an undertaking that after the first of 
January no such requisition. would be made... ear informed him 
[r10ya Veorge\ that xex we were satisfied from the many agents 
that we had. in Bolgium that the Germans wore Serine this out 
with the utmost scrupuloushgss, I further informed him that the 
Gormans had impressed none of our actual food. Also, I stated 
that I didnot believe’ that the feeding of. the civil population 
increased the rosources that thoy [the Gornaris| had available 
for money. Levicsesee | ; | 

"On the second point, as to whethor the Germans would 
_ ultimately provision the civil population, I told him that zr 
was satisfied that they would. not do so; that when we [tne 
O.R-Ba} undertook this labor we undertook it with the greatest. 
reluctance and our first move was to satisfy ourselves that | 
“this population would starve unless Americal intorfenea and 
converted the hitherto negative quality of neutrality anEO one 0 
positive noutrality;. that as. proof that the Germans wotie not 
provision the civil population, I thought it was desirable that. 
_ he should understand tho German view on this question, ‘and. 5 8 


_.the world the continuance of democracy as against autocracy in ta- 


with ‘the German goverment. Ho had gone to Berlin. in, the early 


"population of Belgiums on the contrary, it ¢noidentally provided 


. War for the avowed purpose of protecting the oxistence of snail 


most magnaninous action which neutrality has ‘yet given way to." ne 
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recited to him the confirmation by the Gorman military of the 
current statement in Germany that there was no clatise in the 


Hague convention obliging the Germans to provision the civil 


that the civil population should shpport the military...I pointed 
out that starvation had actually occurred in Belgium; that 


some, though perhaps little, riot had occurred, but sufficient ton 
indicate the fixity of the Ga iane in thoir intention...and I ly 
expressed the conviction that the Germans would never féed the 
civil population." | | ote 
Lloyd George denounced the Gorman attitude as monstrous e 
Hoover replied, "Be that as it might, one matter stooa out in 


my mind, and that was that the English people had undertaken thisns 


nations, of vidicating the guaranteed neutrality by which small j-- 


nations might exist, for the avowed purpose of guaranteeing to Into 


governnent ." The arguments impressed Lloyd Georges, anxious to he 
cultivate prosAllied opinion in. tho United States. The Minister 
abruptly told his colleague: "I am, convinced. You have my’ | .Be 
permission. I. would be’ obliged if you gentlemen would settle the gian 
details. of the machinery necessary to. carry it out.” He ‘added, es 
"the world would yet be indebted to the American people for the ians 


A year and/a half later, Hoover faced a sinilar struggler 


summer of 1916 on CeRB. business, to demand that the native Se 
crop of Northern France be reserved for the civil population 


(as it was in Belgium), and further, that Duteh foodstuffs be 


‘allowed. into occupied areas. The German authofities questioned (/B. 


the whole idea. of the C.RB., using the British arguments in 


j 


. | | 
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hélped guard Allied investments -- it would be.folly to defeat 


: vou be 
German only to crush capitalism in Europese Food helped preserve 
Belgian alleigance to the Altied cause, fortified Allied 
“Z{nfluence. Finally, CoReBe agents often provided useful 
anrormalton on conditions behind the German lines, | 
The British, howover, bore the heaviest load of 

financing tho prax C.R»B. Moreover, by avodine Belgian food 
imports, tho British helpod preserve the health of tho “elgion 
population vhich could then be better exploited for the German 
war effort. But the Germans objected that the Belgian when 


a 


fed wore encouraged to defy the occupation command and to 


| commit aabobage. 4 
In the last analysis, neither campp of belligerents 


; dared takewthe wosponetintlity-of forbidding the CeReBe to 


ee ES function. Yet Hoover was constantly bedevillea by German or 


" British provocations intended to discourage CoRB. activities, 
and was constantly embroiled with one side or the other in 


controversies over details. Aux As the war progressed, vgats to 


transport supplies became ever harder to charter. Some 0.R.B. 


skiga were sunk by mines, others by submarines, still others — 
were confiscated by the British. Hoover had to propitiate the 
German military and civil authorities in ‘Belgium, enforce 
agroenonts, prosorve privileges won in the past. But no matter . 
“how delicate the situation, : Hoover handled it calmly, ‘onertonx “i 


tenaciously -- the proof of his ability was the xmim survival 

of tho C.ReBs ee United States entered the war, his role 
' ; ended: but OoReBe vas handed ovor to Spanish and’ Dutch 
_sponsorship,. and rolief continued. After the 1918 armistice, 
Hoover, again ave clneB. his personal attentions 


t 


At the atart of the war, Hoover was fairly neutral in 
= ae : . ‘ : 2 Su he Z f 


: abtitades. To him; the conflict seated wasteful, foolish, 


‘qnda: ebove all, dangerous to civilization. It expressed European: 


_ American ho would help presorve some remnant of world sanity. He 


, wore not forover involved in day-by-day details of administra- | 


tion. After ‘191s, as tho Germans! expectations for victory | 


‘spokesmen wore arrogant ‘and arbitrarye Hoover had been closely 


associated with tho British since 1900 -- ho Imew their methods,| 
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futility, which was fortum tely no direct concern of the’ 
United States. He welcomed his work with CRB. -- as an 


4 


Loummt dreaded anarchy, radicalism, sooialism,-- the legacy of 
war. He feared the spectre of hungry, angry mobs, misled by 
domagogues who blamed capitalism for war and .4+xx traduced the 
profit-making verities Hoover lived bye 

Ass the war continued, his attitude changed. Increas~ 
iaaig; he desired an Allied victory, perhaps because his 
dealings with the Germans were more difficult than with the | 
Allies, who nerely granted the CeReBe permission to pass through] 


the blockade, put up the money to finance the organization, and | 


grew. less assured, their suspicions of /CoR Be mounted} more , 
| 


authorizations and to dermr at ovory new C.R.B. request, trrita-| 


and nore, they were tempted to withdraw previously granted — 


ting Hoover by thoir repeated tricks to uso senioh provisioning | 
as an aid to thoir war oe ciwe Their military and occupation | 


| 


it 


ho had friends in high places, ho spoko their ‘Legguage, he 
understood their temperament. the Germans wore strangers -~ thei) 
ovor-solicitous frienliness too often gave way without warning : 
to an aloof superiority: and arroganco,, hard to predict and : 
maser to work withe | 

“Hoover gradually understood that the United States 
could not stay out of tho conflict. Tho stakes wore too high om 


| 
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Amorican interests were bound up too intimately with Allied 


success, and wore too gravely threatened by German ascordenpy 


in Europo. Tho Gorman government, with its inopt, oven insulting | 


propaganda, seomod intent on drawing caccae f into the tar 


Germans justified it, een losses to Amorican shipping ae ak | : 
American livese The sinking of the lusitania and the execution 
of Nurse Edith Gavell released a storm of indignation against 


German inhumanity: and "schrocklichkeit", affecting Hoover as it | 
, affected the majority of Anoricans.» German poisey of aeporting 
Bolgian and French civilians shocked hin «= the Germans acted 
Fe their victims as xtanmik though whito civilisns were ~“ | 
| "Kreertmylleasabheughethey-werp no better then the Chinese 
codlies Hoover had transported into slavery in Africa. | 


He concluded that the United States mist oxercise its 


: “| enormous powor and its altruistic passion for a peaceful world 
to prevent a Gorman victorye The debacle in Europe weakened 
the ahthority of decent mens tho price of war must not be 

Yevolution by which the "dexil's poor" seized power. Hoover had 

learned in college, and he had xak re-learned ‘during his years 

| | dn tho Orient, the“neea to guard tijo capitalist world against 

| | the ever=prosont menace of what Mrs. Stanford had called "the 

| lowest ‘and vilest elements of socialisns"+* The United States 


alono could oxeroise th oral meadenshap to bring the war to 


a tht 
‘a rapid and satisfactory end, “and. to supervise “bo peace te- 
assuro one dpacibahior da of the denocratic 


2 ognaniat ns profit systen against 
the mob-rule of socialisme Haying convinced himself, Hoover 
exerted his growing influence to bring about immediate and 

“pana-fteages American intervention, i, 


b 
vw 


* 


ft: As heag of, the CoReBe,y, Hoover ‘direoted an extra = 
— f ; ®, ae = 
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gove nmental organization which in some respects stood above 


esta lished governnents. He became a skilful diplomat, ‘a shrewd 
nego ator, with a knowledge of how to compromise and how to 
stan adamant ‘when he had the strength to wine His -cause 
‘was poble in a world overwhelmed by brutishness. 4is self-_ 


4 i f 


ie Pt aeaate spoke with authority -- he began to 


dem: 1a public support of the:C.R.B., not to plead for it. 


He emphasized the "duty and responsibility” of Americans to 
a | 
: Sen evans to ‘his organization. "I have no patience with those * 


who appeal only to ‘the. emotions,” he announced. "The man who 


is swayed by his emotions is usually a man of sigs pocketp 
book. Help we need from all classes, but our main appeal must 


pe bade to the men who have made a tae what it is, the big 


| 
constructive men, the men of Brains: and wealth."*° He 


[i = 


lectured the dmerican financiers, the men xikinnfium of weal th 


ere ree the men whose bank accounts proved their 
Pee sndershiys Hoover had earned his right to lecture 
nis peers: ‘ne had proved his own superiority by ARE a: 
fortune, and he had proved his virtue by his direction of the 
CRAB. To his subsequent discomfort, “he maxamntm presumed as 

a hatter of course that’ he endowed any project with which he was 
associated with the quality of his virtue. His reputation 
beguiled him; he came to belisve that only his approval was 
needed to bestow xnicommickenich ymin an unchalleggeable loftiness 
of purpose on any movement , any idea. A challenge to "The Chief" 


was a challenge to morality itself; to disagree with him was 
to disagree with man's highest aspirations. 

The CRB. proved ‘porsonal goodness to himself while 
proclaiming it ‘to the world. He was applauded everywhere, by 
theheads of nations, my and by the multitudes. He gloried in 
Ais ystudied modesty, proud of his refusal to accept financial © 
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compensation for his tino, his energy, his porsonal oxpenditures. 
His only roward was fame, honor, power, glory, heaved on 
hin without stint. | 
. On his return to the United States in 1917 to entor 
found hinself 
the war administration, ho fxx a prophet in his own. country. 
Brown, Princeton,’ Pennsylvania, Harvard universities honored 
hin with degrees. He was elected to the Canadian Mining | 
ee 
Fastituto, and decoratedsy the French governnent the 
Legion of Honor. Aubassador Page urged President Wilson: to. 
| find a placo for Hoover in the State Department. Life is worth 
nore, too, for knowing Hoover,"’Page wrote the Prosident. 


"But ‘for hin Nolgiun would now be starved , however generously 


peoplenay have given food..eHe's a simple, modest, energetic 
man who began his career in Califomia and wiz ond it in 
Heavon, .and he doesn't want anybody's: thanks." Page described 
Hoover at forty=two as "a man of considerable fortune-- less 
than, ‘when, tho war began, for the veliof work has cost hin 
miche..He has approached on behalf of the British Covernnont 
with tho suggestions that 4f ho would becono & British subject, 
the Governnent would be pleased to give hin an important 
executive post, and wit the inference that if he succeeded 
a title might: await hin. His answer was,, 'I'11 do what 4 rel 
for you with. pleasures but I'11 be damned if I'll give up’ 

my American citizenship --not on your Life, "17 %ro London 


Nation considered Hoover "the biggest man who has emerged: _ “ek 
on the Allied side during tho ware"18 the Now York World | 
declared , "It is a place uniquo in history that Mr. Hoover _ 
|. has mao? he has made that place for hinself maphen’ reward’ 

| either of Roads or titles, Gy csdeidely doing the thing eat 


needed to be “dono and’ sayinig;; Gone, Tat usiae-dtst®2? The 


- 


~s 


ae ~210« 


* 


Secratary of the Intorior, Franklin K. Lané, judged Hoover 


"the ‘incarnation of the spirit of Anorican desire to helg 
the world.0 — —s 
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American sateveate were bound up too intimately with Allied 
success, and, were seo Bravely threatened by German ascendency 
in Ripopes The Verman government xax seemed intent on drawing 


America into the war on'the side of the Allies yWith their 
inept / | 
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rae ' { ‘ F < 
West Branch, Iewa: August. 1874.< August 1885. | 


| \ 

i | - In 1927, H Herbert Hoover desorbed the aye: of bis t 
childhoed to the Iewa Sectety ef Washington,.D.C. after 

| forty seats he mpontaee a@ youth "failed with adventure: and 

eat undertakings » with spect terpatsen in good and comforting 


binges ee 


~] "Rp instance, there was Cook's Hill -- the great long 
aioe on winter nights, we slid dow at terrific speeds, , 

with our tummies tight to home-made sleds. I've seen it several : 

eer since; it's a good bid the siimming hola under the | 

Lows dom by the railroad bridge is still operating éfficiently, : 

s1beit modern mothe rs probabl ¢ om el the ir oun, sters to take i 

3 bath to.get rid of clean and healthy ma when they come home. 

Ihe hole still needs to be deepened, however. It is hard to | 

dé from pouiding the mud with your hands and feet when you a 

ey for the thirty feet of cross-channel swim, — : Fy 

| “And there were the woods down the Burlington track... | 

know there ate rabbits still being trapped in cracker boxes 

Hela open by a figure four at the behest of smal.l boys at this | 
Feat time....There were also at times pigeons ‘in this great 
a gorest, and prairie chickens in the hedges. With the efficient 

instruction of a real live Anerican. Indien boy 2 from a neighboring 


‘ zaesen School on the subject of bows snd LE we sore nes ‘by 


Chapter ITI . : 


Ps Oregonl September 1885-May x2} 1891 


‘Herbert ober tnavetied across the continent on the 
. Northwest Pacific railroad, completed two years before. He left , 
| 4 pehind the narrow, ingrown West Branch for the frontier where 
men thought in terms ofa grandiose future .The Northwest 
- mhibamxexs ‘of the mid-elighties was still the wilderness: the 
"continuous woods" and the protected valleys cut by streams 
aoe down ‘frwm the western slopes of the ranges, offered the 
“last haven to the romantic, to the penennéally hopeful, the 
maladjusted, the adventurer, or merely the straggler. Oregon 
was a land of confusion and conflict, whére the haze of frontier 
optimism lingered, and a man could dream’ that his luck/or his 
Heed / shrewdness would pay off in sudden riches. A creek in a nearby 
. meadow, a ravine between the towering mountains, might conceal 
Gosds-oF silver; the value of xbretm a virgin tract bought on a 
cheap option might overnight be skyrocketed vy a land boom. 
1 7 Oregon lay on the periphery of the nation, far removed 
| from the tenement cities and the tyranny of corrupt party ‘DOsseSe 
The state was the frontier, but at the same time it was the 
latest hunting ground of the robber varons.. The oxpanse of 
' : _ continent aid not insulate the remote settlers from the “deprasa- 
7) tions. of the eastern plutocracy ‘with ere railroad franchises, 
lumbering projects, and fishing monopolies; and ‘the’ Pacific . 
Qo Slope felt the pinch of the financial panic of 1884. That year, 
a prosidential election was closely ie in Oregon; yet 
; a 
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. GHAPTER III 
Stanford University: June 1891, « October 1895 


H 
% 


The October afternoon was unseasonably hot. Senator 
/ 


Leland at aneauas the founder of the. university. bearing yis 


.gon! 8 pane, lumbered to the front of the ‘dais: to deliver the 


aedication address; he was escorted vy the new TEAALOES 
président who held a large sunbrella over, the Senator's head to 
shield him from the guns Young Herbert Hoover, felt a glow 

of satisfaction ana self-importance as he sat through the 
Suemxk coremony formally opening the Leland Stanford Junior 
University. To all. sides of the seater buildings of tan 


sandstone topped by ‘red tiles stretched: the golden-brown wheat 


fielas of the Senator's farm. » Here and there, landssape ‘architects | 


had agar OG a. few ak palms and clumps of eucalyptks trees. 

to: provide Seaamaes a stikerg: -background for the neat xnemxime 
leading * state. 

arcades. and long roads/frém the, matu. highwaye “The speakers! 

platform stood in the center of the hollow square formed by the 


misson-style structures, and directly in front of Memorial 


‘Chaper: with its. glittering facade of imported mosaice The lawns 


-and ' formal gardens were: still only a project for the future, await: 


“ing: the: departure-of -the- ‘construction. Bangs e In.-the- distance, - 
‘Like dark green mushrooms y clusters -of ‘oaks: dotted the rolling 
yelhow. fields of the Santa: Cruz Banbes: ie 


Here on ‘the vast Stanford acres, pefore the 465 


wal 
‘Snitial students, of whon were, iia ear Like Herbert’: Hoover, 
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" CHAPTER IV 
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The Far West and Australia: October 1895 - ~ March 1899. | 


In the fall oshess, Herbert Hoover . travelled east 
from the Sierras to the gold and silver mining country arowrd | 
Hevada City. With: a college’ degree and field experience ‘under | 
the skaat geologists: Branner and Lindgren, he naturally presumed 
that xome alert mining company would, eagerly engage him as 
‘a technician. Lo his chagrin, ‘the managers remained unimpressed 
by his education; hard times had shut dow ne marginal MORTAR EPs 
| and experienced engineers were hunting for any job they seine . 
get. Hoover vowed to aaa He applied, at the offices of the - 
Mayflower gold mine for euployment as a:common laborer. 
wean tater he admitted that he had not sot much 
_ store by the "practical™ experience he would acquire at $2.50 
for an ren -nous ‘daye He shoveled ore and pushed a hand-car. 
far below the earth's surface "mostly because I had to eat." 
As he: grew ones, he liked to poast of starting ‘his career at, 
the ‘potbom of a shaft wand working nig ub from there. But in 
1895 | he chatea what he was doing. He had no xxx illusions about 


| dmproving his position 80 ong “as ‘he remained in the mint} ‘ven - 
if he did manage, “by some miracle, to impress the eokenen,. 


4 


advancement was bound to be slow and almost certainly Limited. 
- . -He kept aloof from his fellow workers} most ey them 
: had not completed eraceae school, let alone.: college; many were 


foretgn-bérnj and alt seemed willing to live out their tine 
in. te ' PORRY sae, 
; ; ; a ™ a 


he still thought of hirtself as the advance agent of Bewick, Moreing | 


wan ed ‘a trusted man An’ China: Hoover, though young, was resourceful 


; itd as a coolie in a small river: ‘tom, and by accidentally winning 


roy 


to the Eupress! nephew, later to rule China, Chang's life story 


“fabulous achievenents had earned him the high rank of Mandarin. 


4 
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i ' GHAPTER V_ 
China: March 1899 - Septenber 1901. 


‘The bridal couple cane to Horth China in early spring. 
While Herbert Hoover was euployed by His Excellency Chang Yen-Mao, 


& C *» responsible ' to London and only "loaned out” = Chang. Moreing 
and’ la realist; Aan iherained contenpt for the Chinese carrééd 
over from his youth in the Far West where he had absorbed “the 

prevailing prejudice that cooligs were mentally and spiritually no 


better than animals. Hoover's dislike included all. Chinese who , 
he: Fook for granted, were wily, imsoral, and COREE? yegardless 


of jtation. 
The tall, dignified, ‘Snpassive Chang ten—4 20 had started ‘ 


7 


1 favor, had been taken into the imperial court as a companion 


to 


he cian (a son; when the boy died, he had ‘becone the tutor 


wall romantic adventure of duck, . courage, ourrying coe in' the 

sid places, and fantastic exploits -- such as bee ea Peking © 
nephew 

walis (a feathever before accomplished? to carry the baby/Brangsu 


at night to ‘the Exnpress, varricaded in the royal palace. Chang$s 


In 1899, Chang Was managing director m@ and one of ‘the largest 
stockholders af the Chinese Engineering ‘and Mining Conpany 
controlling the rich. Kaiping mines. But to Hooves, Chang was a 


“chinanan,"” innately inferior to a white man, and tnevitably # 
(= -89= 


CHAPTER VI: 


‘The ‘City ané ‘the. East: October 1901 ~- ' January 1906-6 


The ‘trip ‘to London was broken by a short vacation in 
California where Mrs. Hoover visited her, prrents and her 
Inusband | eenewaa the Stanford ties that meant #o much to hin. It 
jwas a proud homecmaing; no Stanford graguate of seven classes 

graduate of «ii samen of 

lsince the ‘college opened could equal oe record. Ho was the 
boast of the dnaversity, "the strong ea who. make universities 
jatrong," envisioned by Dr. Jordan on that hot inaugural day far 
|maixcex ‘back in October 1891.. The recognition of Hoover's success 
by university: OLE LOLaE and alwani alike became Hoover's menaure 
of hinself, his assurance’ that he had made. his ine in the world. 
lie basked in the respect lavished on him as a man of affairs; he 


| watchea for the notes mentioning him in The Stanford Alunnus as 


Imilextones in his progress. The interviews he granted to The 


Alumnus ‘budlt a. mythology, around hin: "vr. Hoover has a brilliant 


jrecord as ‘a mining engines na expert," a ‘paragraph in The 


Alwanmus atated. Mr. Hoover went to Western Australia where for 


| two years, he .had charge of rich properties of a London syndicate, 
i \ 


aa 


eetee he went to China fora another syndicate,. whero, recently 


he haa been. receiving a salary of $33, 000 a year. - Mp, “Hoover is 
on his, way back from Tien-Tsin to London where he is oe to 


enter the firm of Bewick, »Moreing &: Cow. as/s junior isin i This 
1 ; 
ae" . | 


firm is perhaps the most noted: mining syndicate. in the w rl 
‘Subsequently, The Alusnus published a letter from ; Stanford 
graduate who had the good fortune to talk to Hoovers. "He »eorigi-) 
“1U2- { 

: , é 


t 


“Hoover explained that he “had run through ‘his profession. It held 


- CHAPTER VII : > @ | 


Four Contirsnts: January 1906 ~ August 1914. | 


In his autobiography, Dr. David Starr Jordm described, — | 


meeting Herbert Hoover on a visit to Australia in 1907. The 


eminent President of Stanford University recalled that Hoover, 


| 
Welton Stanford,. and Dean Mitchell -- Bowick, Moreing's local : 
manager -- subscribed $3000 to buy "all useful books pertaining | 
to the history of Australia." Hoover and Df. Jordan spent a short | 
‘tine together in Sydney: "He was then thirty-three sons of age, 

a quiet, poyish-looking, soft-spoken young man, but with very i 
"positive opinions and high ideals." A travelling companion of Dr. 
Jordan's, on being introduced to Hoover, remarked, "Your friend 
looks too young to be.a ‘mining engineer." Dre Jordan added, 


"On our way -that night to Adelaide, capital of South Australia, 


nothing more for him except tolay up moneys: of: which he already 
had all he needed. As managing partner ‘of the (London) firm of 
-Bewick,Moreing and Company, he was Becelvang *95000 a year as 1 


Mining Expert and $95,000 as Financial Experte! On his return to 


' London, he intended to resign, complete 4 literary study which 


‘appealed to him, and then go back to Anerdoa , and find some form 
of executive work in which, he could be of service." 
‘This. entry in Dr. Jordan's voluminous and meandering memoirs 


has been: quoted by almost ‘every biographer of Herbert Hoover, some 


to berate Hoover ‘because he admitted being more a "financial 
4 . 
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CHAPTER VIII 


oe Belgian Reliof: August 1914 ~ Amguxk April 1917. 


The outbreak of world war shattered Hooveb!s well- 
laid pene and suddenly revealed his perspective for the next 
years as trivial. He haa anticipated becoming a leading citizen 
of California; six months after the assassination of the 

s | Austrian Archduke, Hoover was. known asa leading citizen of ~ 
the world, and his fame ‘surpassed that of most army commanders 
and heads of states. . | 

. The war surprised Hoover, as it surprised so many 

Americans. Like others of his generation who had paid slight 
attention to politics, he believed that modern, armies would be 
used only to keep order anong backward POOPLCE: in remote areas 
of the world. He expected wars to be carefully delimited, like 
the Spanish-American, Boer, Boxer, and Balkan conflicts. No 


great nation would risk a struggle among equalse His own. 


experience seemed to sustain this premise: he-had' learned that 
finance was international, restricted by no boundaries, with 

t the dominant ontreprcneute interlinked. and interdependent. He 

e therefore presumed. that the great nations would use force only 
against those who thwarted progress (measured in profits} «- 
against the shiftless tens of millions lacking ambition or 
vision or stability, against those whose Gebased way of life 
impeded: the flow of commerce and the aetaubion of industry. 
World ways was unthinkable because it was so obviously disastrous. 


68 
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CHAPTER VIII 
‘Belgian Relief: August 1916 « April 1917. 


fhe foutbrekk of World war shaven Hoover's well- 
laid plans and suddenly revealed Ai acwekapeotive for the next 
years as trivial. He had anticipated becoming a Leading 
citizen of California; six months after the assassination of the! 
‘Austrian! Archduke, + Hoover was known as a leading citizen of 
the world, and his fame surpassed that of most army commanders. 
and heads of statese 

The .war surprised Hoover, as it surprised. so many 
Americans. Like others of his generation who paid slight atten~ 
ion to politics, he believed that modern armies would be 
used to keep order among backward peoples in remote areas of 
the workd. He expected wars to be carefully delimited, like the 
Spanish-American, Boer, Boxer, and Balkan conflicts. No 
great nation would risk a struggle among equals. 

In 1914, Hoover's understanding of economics was still — 
rudimentary, a crude mixture of popular theories plus deductions 
from h&s own experience. He considered ‘the profit system | 
immtable. He thought of imperialism only as a tactic of: 
“aueieian, another name for colonial penetration; he did’ not 
recognize ee imperialism -~- the mohopoly era of eapeeante 
development -- intensifed competition . gnions the major nations. 
He clung resolutely to mid-Victorian mercantilist theories, 


s 
* 


disproved half a century before; he took for granted that 


untrammeled competition would assure lasting: peace with . 
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In 1914, Hoover's understanding ‘of economics was still | 
eainiater?, a. crude mixture of popular theories plus deductions | 
from his own experience. He considered the profit system 

iomutable. He thought of imperialism only as a tactic of 
capitalism, -ano ther name for colonial Bepeeretnonl he did not 
| recognize that imperialism -- the monopoly. era of -eapit alist 
development <-- intensified competition anong the major nations. 
He clung resolutely to mid-Victorian mercantilist theories, 
disproved half a century before; he took for granted that j 
untrammelled competition would assure peace with 


xk satisfactory profits for all, at least for all who counted. 


B tubb Vy seer Teas cs into | 
ts ubborn~certiinit ree e~evoived into 
monopoly a s9nopo ly destroyed peace. We det pins $A 
mobeny. one ra ptt Ue Ee ETN mwerly ee “fc 
Hoover -compyrehensten of bie uneven ov esy opment’ 
neh Ae | -_ Avr | 
of -Andustrial—capaerty anongy theme reared powers” “Ke saan 


A 


ei tbiah bad “Aoaty-Soeottanted thet emaaeapt. He 
egw Germany ables produce more cheaply and efficiently than 
the Bpitishy )Balife asa not tetera thabeomy insolubld 
soubreniation penisad British. Sohal hace monopoly piweed 
soatwaotrensuce thd’ Gorman inporialists, excluding them fron 
markets: and limiting ‘their s h for raw materials. Hoover | 
fates %o arash tho * ‘ of a world snewagh the ere | 
had boon divided,. Ceonstizaudh tho-rwbeton, no longer satisfied “ 
the ambitions: or tao needs of powerful rivalse. ‘ 
, Beaphte-tho ~accaleratod a ooeeee of the : | 
younger,, more agsropsive, a dager, the older capilalisns 
sited a ‘adaproportionate share of the world's 


L 


resources and markets. The lateconers (with the exception of : 


g 


ae: 
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| 
| United States which still had room for internal expansion) 
940 Artin, 


‘spehke. Fn. ty 
pressed Lor: ¢ _pedivislon, of theasasitx Markets were-nos. 


for cheap raw: materials, cheap Labor, and an eneiihesqumidiag 
outlet for mass-production B0008 y Fach sought super-profits to 
compensate for the disease gnawing at its vitals}? the disease 
of a falling rate of profit. Existing markets could not be 
ets—de-oreated af 
Bi, to keep pace with the rise in over-all produations a he 
 smibfnche exams Seid;dofense. against competition, exeh major power 
T eenants close 5 ose frontiors to Amborts,and to seal off 
eronee fron foreign producers. Froat. aye particular .” 
scat Sprotegsien" fox thd Eupire; 8 goo Bnglich-capiteitein— 
de ended on the flow of profits fron pour ane other possbsatona 
NE wd dire w) 


aw material acl nore oe 


ont supplies eternin- 

né competitsre pa 
In the spe era, war ‘was inevitable’. The 

| basic conflict & betwem Great Britain and Reruns yaw 

' ue ay aun bbs G 

nososennLily damedwed, very other Riropean. — ankiertate 

} vincen pilecrre its ‘place in the imperfelist sund Sumstet 


\czarist- Russia, wracked: by a Romi-feudal eee saw war as 


expanded mapecny enough ’ 


| Sass urgent scramble 


lan opportunity to grab new loot in the Orient “ the Near 

Hasty and war seemed to promise a means to crush!the rising 

" \ehaenomn revolutionary discontylent of workers and peasants. 
‘France, Austro-Hungary, Italy could not permit the world to be 

'  yeappeptioned without participating in: the sottlement. Hoover | 

, ‘erroneously thought ae a compotition concerned only 


ae 


private enterprisersg , te reality, nations fought for markets as - 


as part of their struggle for existence. The era xem 


c 8; r of so 

In August 1914, Riis in a he recognized only the 
superficial,. immediate causes -~- the killing of Archiuke 
Ferdinand, the wlolation of Belgian neutrality, the compulsions 
| of alliances. From Dre Jordan and his own Quaker background, 


he had absorbed 2 Good deal of the pre-war idealistic pacifism 


wr th | 
7 BS Dn nregeed Hoover's first xmraneebivmax unperceptivil 
elie the European e when he wrote:"In this matter, most 


of us who have worked mk for peace, in common with the business 


| men of Germany, must confess our mistake. We trusted in the good é 


| sense of the German people, to their industrial and cormercial 


interests, to hold these noxious elements in chock as England 


; iq 
and *yance have held in check their own chauvanists and jingoese. 
The Gorman nation must receive its punishment for not guarding it 


i 


| own liberty. ty has entered into the altruistic and es 


| sivilization of the 20th century with its edged tools of yar in 
| hie Suanae of" Eis Hohensoliesis and the Pan-Germanists."+ 


in | It-was~a~shocking~state-of-affairs-for-those.who~sought 
| the..cause.of war not _in.economicandaresultant-politivalforces, 
wubnay| tier uachinations-oPanaEvidualey Dre Jordan: approached 
| all history in terms of Penecnedsyie8) which lea him into the mirg | 


ee | 


(of racism and’ inspired his bumbling diatribes against "evil" TEN «ell 
|Has opinions influenced Hoover «= at least until the progress of f 
‘the’ war deronstrated the emptiness of Dr. Jordan's #explanations. | 
Ironically, Hoover had eee raha the war which 
now amazed hin. He in nal Sch 258 get siting) 
/aovelopt raw materials covetted by every other monopoly a aca 
= had harnessed cheap labor to British enterprisds ' 
he had served 
groups; he had strengthened the economy of “eae wi . ite ; 


“ 


one group of capitalists to the detriment of. iter 


\ 


a 


ies 


fierce exploitation, its violent contradictions. As much as 
any other individual, Hoover was a cog in the vast machine 
implacably grinding toward the final test of impombetrtest | 
sbrength -- the test of ware That Hoover was blind to nee; own 


role did not negate it. 
At the outbreak, the conflict frightened hin. "I think | | 


Im proke," he told a friend. "Of course, you understand I 


shatntt be in want the rest of my life. I can always earn my 
living by engineering consultation fees. But as for having 
anything ahead, so that I may retire in comfort, and do what 
I please -- I guess that's over."* 
His panic did not last long. Almost immediately, he 
that war veought greater profits than peace, that his 
investments were safe so long as capitalism endured. But for 


reasons of his ow he continued the dramatic pose of having 


suffered a financial set-back and of being uncertain whether 


-his personal fortune would survives temwer. 


 & 
“Hoover spent the sumer of 1914 in London where he had 
returned on business. As usual, he was accompanied by his 
family. But during the crisis of European mobilization, his 
business came to an abrupt if" temporary halt. He had free 
time on his hands during the tumtltuous month when-thousands of | 
\ Americans from all over Europe hurried to London in the hope of 
\gobbing passage ‘to the United States. Tourists, ‘ousinessnen, ’ 
expatriates, summer students, artists jammed the. U.S. Embassy 
clamoring for xnxan rescue from the war gone. ‘The vanks all over 
the continent closed their doors, refusing to honor ‘letters of 


credit, American Express and bankers notes, and paper currency - 


oven wealthy Anericans 9 not to mention sumer traveller mith 
) AT! 
7 giant 


« 
' ie Ae a” 


-185—= 


low budgets, were without funds. In this emergency, Hoover and 


-others in the American colony organized "The Committee of 


American Residents in London" to give immediate relief to their 
countrymen. The committee, of which Hoover was chairman, scraped | 
together whatever gold it could find and set up offices in’ the 
ornate Savoy Hotel where Sceponete bankers and penniless | 
families begged for loans -- most-of the applicants were able to. 
offer ample security in America. Hoover passed on ‘the requests, | 


and: soon merged. his’ group with similar committee set up by the 


’ American Ambassador, Walter Hines Pages Two days after Great 


Britain declared war on Cormany, the American Congress 


despatched the\/S/s Tennessee from New York City with $3, 000 ,000 
‘of private bankers! gold, $15 ,000 ,000 of gold coin, and a large 


staff of officials to expedite the return of Amedicans to their 
homeland. | | 

The Ambassador acted as honorary chairman, but Hoover 
did the actual executive work and proved himself caln, eressienty 
ana generous with his time. Prior to the arrival of the 
Tennessee, he and his wealthy colleagues advanced funds out of 
their own pockets ‘to the better class of their stranded country- 
men, a service which involved no particular risk. Of the $4500 
innmamat loaned by Hoover's group,.all but f2#5 $250 was repaid 
within the next month. When the Tennessee brought public funds, 
the harassed Ambassador turned over to the Hoover. committee 
(now aided by eee cvoneune and army officials) the task of 
providing Americans with transportation in and our of London, 
lodging, vecreation, food, and finally passage to the Unitea 
States. - 


t 


1 l 
The scramble lasted several weeks. The main problem was 


to secure trans-Atlantic passage space. Hoover sent a WRiRp 


Yon th 


. 4 wien? a i 
| . representative to meet each incoming trad from the continent, 
arranged ‘housing for the arriving refug [ and. provided tours 
r of London and other diversions to keep he travellers occupied 
. . waile waiting for a boat. To facilitate handling, Hoover ordered 
. the Applicants Rax: divided into two groups: "Those who appeared 
ahisomh absolutely respectable," were given passage as soon as 
space could. be obtained; and "Those whd seemed doubt nun" » were 
herded together, escorted to the boat and hendea their steerage 
passage: home--(to prevent trafficking in steamship tickets). 
To care for unaccompanied women, small chiddren, and invalide, 
Mrs. “oover organized a women's conmittee. 
Hoover stabilized eRclanee at $5 to Ll.. He appreved 
. the publication of a daily mere pape newspaper, The American 
Bulletin, carrying useful information for the transients, news 
_. Of home, instructions. The organization functioned smoothly, ho 
the immense satisfaction of smbassadox Page. Criticisms came only 
from the few who expected special privilege and preferential 
treatment. : . | 
In a month, the emergency, amimt had ended. The committee 
had provided relief for 3800 Americans ,nnd had arranged pasdacake 
for many thousands more. ‘Hoover's quiet ability created a nost 
favorable impression. The *ngineering and Mining Journal, -proud 
of the contribution of an engineer during the mex emergency, 
‘glorified Hoover in a long article telling of his career and 
his accomplishnents. "Being an American, Hoover has the sense of 
hunor common to us all," The’ Journal declared, adding, "he still 
hides it under that grave exterior of his cottege days. He talks 
little, but he thinks much, and straight to the point. Efficiency 
is his. hobby and. work ‘his recreation."* Hoover's patience became 


something of a legend: a popular story circulated through London: 


\ oe 
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of: his even-tempered response to a hunger striker who occupied 
when refused 

his office sonccraceenneIee vetter steamship accommodations. For 
three hours, Hooyer worked quietly at his desk while the lady 
starved. Then he leisurely ate 'a sandwich, and tre hunger strike 
succumbed ahd accepted four shillings 2mx'from Hoover for a meal. 

The Committee wound up its affairs. Europe settled down , 
to ware Hoover arranged passage to the United States for himself 
and. his family for the last week in Saxphemenikn Septenter Ina . 
widely circulated statement, he urged the few of his countrymen 
who remained in Europe to follow his example: "It is bad 
economics to consider thai an American traveller by spending mone: 
heré is doing any good. He 4s consuming foodstuffs and increasing 


the difficulties of financial exbhange."? 


But first Hoover 
had to put his business interests in order. His initial fear 
of bankruptcy had been quickly dissipated. Investments in 
Russian of] and minerals promised to boome The Zinc Corporation's 
cartel agreenent with German producers created problems, but there 
could be no doubt that the Corporation's stocks of zinc, copper, — 
and lead, no matter to whom they were sold, would bring in a 
handsome profit. The Burma Corporation could anticipate uninters 
eapted orders at high prices for utmost capacity production. Ever 
ether pro ject in which Hoover participated promised to benefit 
from the war demand. If hostilities ended abruptly, as Hoover - 
_was convinced they would, his companies would enjoy a brief 
boom; but the war did not halt, and every one ofhis major 
companies showed enormously increased earnings. As an, American 
neutral, Hoover suaeiconey: despite high tammy taxes, despite 
his own persnnal expenditures during the period of Belgian relief. 
i 
x s. 

The Serman armies struck at France through Belgium, whos« 

ww ! ; : ; : 
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ah . Se a f : jad ss | aif 
aw neutrality the European powers had guaranteed to respect. . (ih 
| The 4nvasion and Ee with’ France and Russia (me Triple y} 

| Entente), provided , the inmacdee Foneamec for tte British declara- 


tion of. war sxeein ogaing the German and Austro-Hungarian tF 


SepATOSs and tended to ceal the far graver struggle for xaxiont!| 
ig 
narkets and coloniese Germany swias determined to break through 


economic "encirclement" in Europe by annexing Belgian industry 


and resources » by wringing concessions and tribute from * "rance , 
1 


‘ 


| and Russia, and by colonizing the Balkans in accordance with the | 
| plan to link Berlin with the Near Fast. Further, EArope became — | 
the battleground for colonial EnpEenecy. an Africa and Asia! Wiebe | 
| the Gormans resolved to force the Inglish to disgorge at least | 


a portion of their colonial aap The Central Powors gambled { 
“ , a on a swift wars; tp7aay respootedy Belgian neutralityyiould have ql 
| eaaadeel ‘thd "hoped-for dnmdodarmmedcxna knockout blow against Brance. 1 
Once “vance was eliminated, the ‘aaa 6 ermans could séttle : | 
back to destroy the huge, badly equipped, and poorly led Russian 

| armies while keeping England at Day. For their part, the Allies 
| depended. primarilly on their hope of slowing up the Germans, 4 
| rake waiting for the effects of attrition ow the Kaiser's 

| | war machinoe If the Allies courdhang on logg enough, tho Gorman 
| army could be starved out by the British Navy's blockade of the i 


we . | North Sea. | | 


i | 
. ' q 
: ! | | 


The tiny ‘Kingdon. of Belgium, proportionately the mos 


densely populated and highly industrialized nation in the world, . 
was crushed tig Ngee two great ‘Inporialist campse The Bolg an . 
; army could not eees 6 ee powerful German legions; yet, beeassc 


pura 
of British and French promises of support, tho Belgians 7) 


Ke ‘ resistags. “Their defense apeinet<eperesstormirtte Litter t 
4 < Change UIO~CHMLugeer Of the Lark ar a ae A 
‘ ay | MOE geane the mAvenvey as allies of Belgium, a valuatle 


. 
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propaganda asset, particularly in. fewer Pear 


UnitedeStmbos. Moreover, the: Bor giansaadiiue delayak, the “erman 
armies boyend—thesexpectabton-of the Kejsorhphign-eoiani-ps, 

and enabled tho French to rally sufficient forcesto save Faris, 
to put ah end to tho German war of movements. and-totrreesthe~ | 
Germans-to~accepk=a-warof position. The Bolgian stand dissipated [ 
the German hope of a short war in tho West, and began the long | 


“Allied process of starving out t © enenye 


. Belgium was the warts first and most appealing shmbbm 
casualtye The economy of tho 1ittle country » overwholmed by 
suporior force, was coriplotoly disrupted. In peace, one-sixth of 
Bolgiun's population tilled the land 3, tho farms ctuegm, 
supplied only a quartor of|the grain by the dense populas - 7 
tion and ‘kk at—ektoeines tho Bolgians pdopanded en imports for ) 
at least half @f thoir total food supply. With tho Germans taking & | 
over tho transporation systen, confiscating evorything that might | 


be useful to the”ary, destroying cities, inatheie-advanee, and 


terrorizing the people, Bolgian food roservos dwindled. The 
British blockade of the North Sea cut xha Belgium from its 


usual sources of suppliese Tho danger of starvation mounted, 


and the Germans, thoroughly akarmed by the blovkade, ruthlessly 


refused to ‘sacrifice thoir omm supplies to provide for their 
victims. | | , 
Almost at-once, the- Anerican committee in Brussels, x 
(similar to the London committee to aid simu stranded | 
Anerdcans } ; spranetonmed itself into a roliof£ organization for j 
tho canital ‘oaty of Bolgiune With tho U.S. and Spanish ministers | 
? *yand whitadck and the Marques do Villalobar as pztrons, ‘the 
pen ere financiors Ds Hoinerian, Willian Hulse, and Millard Shahn 
‘Shaler joined wealthy Belgians to form the Comite Central de 


¥ 


2 1 -a 


de Secours et dtAlinentation. Ernest Solvay, the richest. man — 
in Belgium, was named president, and Baile Franqui, active mhmamn 
director of Belgiun's greatest private bank, was his principle 
co-workers Franqui, it will be recalled,, had joined sa and 
Moreing in the Chinese Engineering and. Mining Vompany,, and had ' 
played a leading role in the financial combine that r 
the Kaiping properties in 1901. The American members of the’ 
rmeutaioming. relief committee had long been residents of Belgium 
and had large nolernes in Belgium corporations: Shalep was 
interested in. Congo gold and diamond mines; Hulse and Heineman 
had close connections with cotati aab-doutt=priineartity 

with German industrialists. : . 

Thexmamt Conité's desire, to arevent mass starvation 
washot, onbiveiy motivated bf mmaniterian considerations. The, 
financial position of its leaders, American and Belgian alike, 
was threatened. the moment, the German armies entered Belgiun, 
not so much by German depredations ae by the likelihood that’ 
invasion. and destruction apie lead to unrest. Such. possible 
turmoil could too readily be accompanied by the destruction of 
property not already razed by German guns.Hunger and privation 


residing tponctne-décrupsionrof BETES enSbe 
could lead to an upsurge of revolutionary 


fervor among workers and péasentes It was highly probable that 
the invaders might consider internal chaos in Belgium sufficient 
provocation to Coe eoee Scuntss m measures: the Germans needed 
machinery, raw materials, and industrial equipment of all 
descriptions, and they might welcome @ ready-made eciee 
indiscriminately to: seize preperty. The bankers and industrialists 
of Belgium, and their foreign backers, knew that German 
appropriations would be at their expense. 


/ The Comité had. the backing of the U.S. Minister, Brand : 
: 


. 0 iene ae 
Whitlock,. ving} gala only to Pelieve the suffering of the 
Belgian pooples And. since the Gormans hoped to offset British : 
propaganda in the United States,, they had no desire to 


‘antagonize Whitlock; they ‘therefore agreed t to the Comitéts 


request for’ permission to import foodstuffss and pledged’ further 
that tho occupation authorities would mas roquiaition “aieg 1% 
ingerts. Once the Germans had approved A tentative agreement 
fou-Bolgian-prozisToning, Mallard Shaler, and Hugh Gibson, 
first secretary of the UsS. Legation, hurried to London. {4s 
SE ne ee rg ge PP eee ge 
monbors-of-the~Comtts, ) Ths two-man dologation, 
ite a fe eo during the latter part of September, 
toa Tessin Bitisn potiaaion ta.sktp food through the . 
blockade. | 57 
| Hoover's. wenine friend, Eagar Rickara (a. member of the , 
“ondon comnt.ttoo /bo-hotp-mnezivanenrotunn héxe) intpeduced 
Shaler to Hoover. After a brief discussion, Hoover hurrica 
Shaler, to Ambassador Page. The combined efforts of Shaler, 
Page, Gibson, end *o0Ver,, eS eshatea to extract from the British 
“Weosuotent basen to te proposed teats Gopi, tho Comat beraccnowed ~ 
to buy food in London and ship. it through Holland to Brussels. 
However, the British imposed the condition that shipments must 
be- made in the name of Ambassador “ago and consigned: to ‘ Xs nister 
Whitlock, eel star tise cia ort 
guizentee that none of the imports would fall into Gorman 


ah 
hands. Page was-wrtiing™te~ accept the stipulation, though he 


had first to ask Washington for authority. After a short delay, 
Prosident Wilson cabled his approval. 
: To handle Belgian vreliocf, Page and the Spanish 


ambassador to > Ragland set ep a joint Commission with thenselves, 


‘ J 


\ 
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Whitlock, and the U.S. minister to Holland as honorary Shad meh 
ecome 


To_caey-tmkangeethe sebual was, Page persuaded Hoover ‘to sakm 
the xinschemsnx executive chairman, with Gibson, Rickard, Shalor, 


and dnanhoex othors working with hime ; 
Rna Despite the immensity ‘of the ae Hoover welcomed 
A pvc’ 
te Por at least four yoars, he had been: uagueby 


thinking of entering "some “gob of public service.” Belgian 


| relief would introduce hin to the Anerican public gracefully, md 


undcr_theemegt fayorabierciNelmstancpe samt as a charitable and 


humane augm statesman. Seemingly, Hoovor had been fortunate to 


be | such an oxalted' post, -p 
oo ; i 


no record of public SOLPVICE except for hke. brief six weeks 28 


chairman of the committeo ito-aid_lneytoum, neturireteme. But 


like all successful mon, Hoover had always been blessed with 


what 4s.so casily dismissed as "luck." He Sula besceanbaerea 

lucky to have onterea Stanford as a member of the Pioneer Class 

at a tine whon the college was without tradition or snobbish 

social barriers. He had been lucky t@#© that Janin had employee 

him and lator had recormended him to Bewick, Moreing & Co. He 

had beon lucky to have participated in the Sons of Gwalia 

deal in Australia, to have been sent to China just at the moment 
‘when the Boxer Hebellion made possible the purchase of the | : 
Kaiping proportios. He had been lucky to have iosea a partner | fi | 


i pe Bowiek Moroingat so young an 288g: ona tle had been lucky 
; “tol. . 
: din* ‘he various promotion: schomes visten had made-hin.a rich mane | 


He ‘had been lucky to have weitten books; that won him praise,. 


Fy to have built a roputation for shrewdness, alertness, . 
efficiency, and capability. But tsi sucess could hardly be 


explained merely by attibuting Risaukes to luck. Hoover had | 


the driving power and capacity to take full advantage of every ; 


- opportunity. He had the porception to Jmow what he wanted and 


- 


~ 4 5 + ahogd 8. > ; 
' how to go abou gotting ite’ His renarkable carcor could not be © 
ante 
dismissed ee 


around at the proper: monont at the proper place: he earned his 


tho result of a oe faculty of being 


way with onergy and oxtraordinary ability. If he missed one 
chance, he took advantage of the néxt. His "Quek" was the: 


Ss uaccat ‘ a 
result of cnergy, intelligence, driving efficiency, and an alert- 


ness to she main chance. 
No Amorican was bettor. ppanaved to head Belgian relief. 
Hoover had spent over fiftcen years amassing a personal fortune 
- that gave him,‘indepondonco to devoto hinse At public work. 
Ho had wide exporience in international finance) ee an 
old hand at organization and adninistration , Herwree 
; rocognizod leader in his profession and a figure in the 
eect world. He had won high acadenic honors. Ho had 
—e decision, and level~headedness a& eustinan of tho “ondon 
SOMME cormitteo. “Stnid_nade—a-favorabdlo-iupresston~on most, 
peoplotwoonhohad rekinebusimsse In shoes Ane Herbert Saat 
Ambassador Page made a wise soloctione 
W412 Iywin, Hoover's porsonal friend. and worshipful 
biographer, remembered the bho morning after xke Page | ae 
teas Luodk & Balas Palas | 
came down to breakfast "with his accustomed 


nien oe pa yecssant Sobers 
‘are AL Wo were alone in tho dining roome He 


bado mo sepausuiine.. poured andi sweetoned his coffee, looked 
‘ Up, and «= , 
| "Well, let the fortune go to hell," he. said. | 
"In that phrase was. born. the Commission for Rolief 
in Belgium. z felt then, I mow now, that t had witnossod a 
significant nonont in history. 
"Hoover spent that day in winding up his aftaire," Sorsckr 


Irwin xastexhemat related: "He. renounced . as. of date, all his 
‘engineering foes,. resigned from all his highly paid exeéutive 
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jobs, surrendered’ the commercial ‘good-will which he had been 
building up for fifteen ‘years. To his associate engineers he 
dgid: tI give you the business'; and as time served, in the 
hectic. monthg’ which followed, he helped secure their election — 
to his vacaht place an directorates or companies. ..Some of his 
.fellow-directors of foreign nationality took this decision hards 
ie was an American;, what busdness had. he in the. war. Hoover gave 
his ‘grave chuckle}; and in one of his concentrated. moods buckled 
down to the big jov."6 “a 
, os | Irwin had a feeling for the romantic. No, doubt Hoover 
prismeiy fretted over his "fortune™ -- he seemed to think the 
doleful idea of his inminent bankruptcy somehow ennobled him. 
But frwin! s dramatic account of how Hoover ie eterd eek all his 
personal interests trmsebiross the day. after his appointment was 
not wholyy accurate.. Throughout 1914 and all of 1915,. Hoover's 
name appeared — 
a4 on at least thirteen, boards of directors 

of private-companies , Not until 1916 did he begin to witharax, 
ani’ even then he held oh to his directorship in the Burma 
Corporation. At the 1915 memtihmex annual meeting of the Zinc 
Corporation, for example, F.&. Govett told the stockholders: "I 
think the first three months of war was spent by H.C. Hoover 
‘and myself in a. continuous study of this zinc position with a 
view to finding other eubicta: and in consideration of the 
question of the ‘erection of smelting works here.se."” To the 
annual meeting of the Burma Corporation, held the day after 
Christmas, 1914, Hoover sent voluminous notes. on technical 
‘developments: at the mines, which the chairman read to the 
stockholders. Hoover wrote: "We are going slowly during the period 
of the war. We are expending our energies upon davelopment in 


depth, solving metallurgical problems. and’ designing such 


-equipment as is most urgently required, so that after the war 


4 a by : ae 
vel 95— “*' Se | 
| 


we may plunge ‘straight. ‘ahead...We-are in this business ‘for the t 


| 
| 


, profit. which-we shall make from ‘the metals we produce, and there4ij 
fore desire to, ‘puild slowly but securery."® 
The notion ‘that Hoover would: abandon his jinvestments i 

just ‘because ‘he ‘had . taken. on.a new job Was: ‘bintastie He. was | 

| “neither a dreaner nor a@ fool. ‘True, as he ‘became more and more 
involved in Belgian ‘relief, he participated ‘less actively in : 

: Cautiously, wi th’ a good. deal of POPOEIERYs he T 
began ‘to Suen couse his. hreeierens interests to “his brother i 
Theodore. When in: 1916,. ‘he Sinally resigned ‘from. various boards . [ 
of directors, he: did. ndy aol his share holdings. ‘To: throw 7 
away a handsome income and his part in the handsome ‘profits. 


sO the: companies: were making was unthinkable for ‘Hoover, just as 

such quixotic action would have. been unthinkable for any other ' 

‘sane investor, witinsintine-intoreebe. ee . qT 
a 


For the next two' and one half years, Hoover devoted 


, ‘his energy and. talents to ‘Belgian provisioning mecheut respite. 
- Ambassador eee was ‘fond of telling about the: first Sr ecuseion | 
of the project hela in-his. office. Page insisted. ‘that some one 2m 
man --'a neutral and preferably an American --must take respon- 7 
" gibility. for the whole organization. "Hoover, you're IT%" Page. | 
ai: 3 announced. : According to Page's: anecdote, Hoover said’ nothing, 
“but glancing at the | ‘clock, ‘silently left the room. He returned 
after several ‘minutes. "Hoover, why did: you get up and leave: 
| so abruptly?" ‘the Ambassador demanded «. Hoover supposedly 
| replied, "Z saw ‘by. the clock that there was.:an. ‘hour left ‘before. 
| othe Fxchange ‘Closed: in: New York..So I went out and cabled, 
25 buying | ‘several millions of ‘bushels of wheat -- for ‘the 


Belgians, ‘of | course." 
* . 
| The task of provisioning an: entire nation ‘proved 


* 


{ 
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formidable. "It is Giffioult to state the position of the 
civil poputabion of Belgium without appearing hysterical, " Hoover 
‘wrote in one of his reports. "I do not know that history 
presents any parallel of a population of seven million people 
| surrounded by. a ring of steel and utterly unable by any 


"lO wien 


conceivable effort of their own to save themselves. 

‘his passion for efficiency, Hoover reorganized the sprawling 
committees that had sprung up during the' first months of war, 
consolidating agencies and defining the functions and 


jurisdiction of each. After some tentative shifts, Hoover and 


his assistants decided to eliminate any specific neference ‘to 
sponsorship in the. title! o&-bne~oseeHictttew: the word 


“american” was dropped ‘to avoid antagonizing any Seeninie 
supporter, and ‘the offtebal-nitiattesi gmrtromrofetie 

provision ina relief organigation became simply "The Commission 
for Relief in Belgium," soon to be known by its initials, the 

Dhue 

CRB. The corey sens Em committee pibriesebe expanded to 
serve ee eee: renaming itself the Comité National. 
The C.R.B. enlisted as diplomatic sponsors the Spanish and 
American ambassadors in London, the Ratmkim Dutch, Spanish, and | 
American misisters in Brussels, the Ambrican minister at The 
Hague, and the American ambassadors to Germany and France. - 

But actual responsibility was vested in Hoover. Without 

further delay, he sent Millard Shaler and another American, 
Captain Lucey, to Rotterdam to receive incoming shimments and 

to route these as speedily as possible into Belgium. Once the 
‘supplies amxinity arrived at their destination, the Belgian 
Comité took over the task of distribution. 

The problem.of prot&sioning a blockaded nation, oeeupted 

by a hostile army, raised innumerable difficulties. But Hoover. s 


singleness’ of purpose,. his resourcefulness, his unshakeable 


~1970" 
determination did not falter during the next trying years. 
Despite the vast complexities -- physical, diplomatic, 
organizational -- he maintained a steady flow of edebnle dee } 
into Belgium,. and by the sumer of 1915, into the German occupied 
provinces of Northern France. He surrounded himself with. 
volunteers ‘ sie preference for engineers, and leaning heavily 
on Californians: -- a quarter of the CsR.B. staff came from his 
adopted state, half of them Stanford graduates. He appointed 
his friend and. booster, Edgar Rickard, former editor of a sdning 


‘journal in San Francisco and. later in London, to handle all 


C.R.B. publicity. Rickard answered the now familiar quéstion 


of "Whols Hoover?’) end=he-made-aure_thetarro constr emadmed 

‘ 2 y 
_ aboutaotis=aality; f-cheracters~am-selrr=effacing 
devobion=xhidd-pfathe-ma harge.of-bhe=Commisetormieewer 


Knew" EDaawalue or pudaicasy, believing that the personal touch 
Fir dude prt, I 


helped enlist public supports andehowaice—laren-tieTinperbence 
dens IN ON hes 
of; fuading a show of sBugmtns reticence,,Rickard exploited Boowon,! 
fomer-fonrmebac unassuming modesty and his print aetkeiey . 
proclaimed anxiety. to estape public notice, so—biret=Hoower“wase 
‘soon-renomodsammmnh-fOr IIs deste to—renain-wronywous( ‘thexe 
rChtring~attention~vo-onets | 


sacaieted eae tated eee 


oe ee Within the 
CoReBe,. 2e won devoted loyalty, ose on the. executive level 


to the youngest field worker. He was the acknowledged leader 
of a great crusade. | | : woe 

CRAfaproyees i-Boretom were paid a pion ee 
_coneg uence, most of ,the staff were men of independent means 
or young college graduates from well-to-do families. They 


were ardently American in outlook, increasingly ProsAd ey: as. 


the war progressed a. though aa were warned, and on the whole 


x 


‘aod. oe 
they h » to repaecs their coapaeidos, © as: not to 
interfere. with ‘paar work. They were an enthusiastic Dot ay 
tho-OsRsBr-S tga imbued with a college=boy fervor, ee 


‘dpaplaying-on-inteinse sabisfacbion~tn-theiT missions” Toward 


Hoover, xkeyxtio "The Chief," they expressed, a worshipful awe. 
He was the epitome <- self-sacrificing, ancntty charitablo, «id 
noble beyond compare. 

The British ruled that all C.R.B. supplies must be 
purchased in: neutral countries,. despatched from and delivered to 
neutral ports, and carried: dbx neutral bottoms. Hoover persuaded 
the: British. to’ rolease 10,000 ‘tons of grain bought in London 
during the first days. of relief oporations}, therenceforward, all 
purchases mistibe nade abraod -- and because of distance and. 
shipping problens, the greatest part of the purchases wore “HY 
made—in the United States, to the profit. of American wholesalers 
and jobbers. Hoover naturslry ravored” the firms-he-lnew.—He, 
was, sonetimes accused of fnimaritham Gaser Renee ane against 


‘the smallor: es of throwing ‘business to friends and’ 


business acquaintances. But like any other ‘business man 


' with ‘huge orders, to place, he neatmweriy preferred to deal 


een “he. knew or with whom he had beon associated in some 
former transaation. 
His- task was enormous. 4o mst find vessels: to trans- 


port cargoes in the face of a growing shortage of shipse Ho 


“must arrange with the British for safe passage through the 


blotkade, and with the Germans for irmunity from: submarine 


attack. 4e. must assure spoedy: unloading at Rotterdan, safe 


despatch to Belgium, and equitable distribution. He must 
arrange ro finance the huge business in the face of Gorman. 


unwillingness to let money leave Bolgiun,. and Allied mit 


What 4s moro, he thoroughly enjoyed it. 


1914 to August 1919, the Commission fed and partially clothed 


bess than six percent of all funds came from individuals or 


‘Germans reduced freight ratos and remitted canal tolls and i 


1 , ca ss : a 
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determination ‘to prevent money, from entering Belgtum. He 
musé deal with countass officials of varying allegiances ain 


nationalities, and he mist convince the British thit the 
CRE A Cameartly and A anuat Comte? 
Germons-did not benofit, ag the Germans that the Allies gained 


nothing. He rust prevent local graft. He must - 
. inflation inside Belgium. He mist assure a: | 


steady arrival of supplies in thousands of commmnities disrupted | 
by war, with uncertain transportation, with red-tapoe and 
bureaucracy all-embracing. He did the job and he did it well. 


The erroneous% notion existed that Belgian provision Ai 
was financed by kka private co ntribations, mostly American, and | 
was handed out free to the starving population. The C.R.B. 
functioned far difforently. furing the period from November | 


9,500,000 people in Belgium and Northern Prance, at a cost of 
$925,000,000, far beyond the capacity of private chatity. 


private organi: zations (of which the American people subscribed 
about one fifth). Rac Fingnatnn was-lergesy dependert on grants 
from the Belgian government which had rifea to Le Havre, 2nom 
RumEay and pas subventions/ky the British ani Prench 4 
saverpments. After eee all financing was assumed = the 
United Shuuhamx States *peasurye | : | 
. Hereoxexy the Dutch contributed freo of charge the use- if 
of harbors, canals, railroads, telographs, and telephone; the 


a 


custom duties in the occupied territories. All belligerents , | 


made concessions 'for the carriage of C.R.B. mails, recuded 


censorship regulations on comminications, and provided. trans~ i 
: ha 
Pn 
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portation for cormission members. Hoover could boast of a fantas- 
tically low monetary outlay mfixfixdimpanarmim. for administrative 
and operating expenses. The C.R.B. overhead of 0.43 percent 

did not include the donated services. 

‘ Inrwin recalls Hoover remarking in 1914: "Some swine, 
when this thing is over, is probably going 6 accuse age of 
graft. ‘I. want to be ready for him. So I'm going to pay 21 my 
expenses out of my own pocket."11 = wv, retained steea ditt 
auditors to keep a careful mhenk and constant ohecle a CoReBe 
books. And whereas the announced C+R.Be overhead did not truly 
reflect the cost of operation, the care exercised in handling 
financial eeaneactions -- and. Hoover's meticulous. refusal to 


accept any compensation, even for his travelling expenses ~- 


» 
t 


were above reproach. > 
Supply boats flew the small, red-and-white, a . 
flag of the C.R.B., and were conspicuously marked with. hug 


banners and other identification to prevent air and submarine 
attacks. Food and clothing were unloaded at Rotterdam, kmammsiipne 
' transshipped’ by tail and canal to Belgium. where the Vomité 
National took charge. “he Comité divided ite texritory into. 
districts (one for each of the nine Belgian provincés), into 
regions and finally into communal uhits, some 5,000 in all. . 
In, 1915, a similar arrangement was set up in Northern France to 
care for an additional 2,000 occupied communities. The population, 
on presenting ration cards, at local depots, could buy their 
share of food and clothing. The profit from. Comité sales -- and 
there vam wabsbenctory profits -- went into a general fund to. 
finance aid to the destitute, soup kitchens, chéldren' s homes, 
snd other charities. Hoover condticted the C.R.B. as a commerttal 
enterprise -- he called it "the biggest chain store on xexmmiinx 
record."2 Bren Gonatea supplies arriving on "relief ships” were 


© loom _ ' 

treated as ordinary deliveries and disposed off in the same 
manners . | | | ae 

The Comité handaéd distribution, but the C.R.B,. 
a careful check ,Qnmaxsaectivitbes. Forty C.R.B. representatives 
patrolled Belgium: their task was rosmemiy to make sure that . 
owt TH aceeTarn 
food and clothing were equitably allotted, but-absen to melee 
pam hal ¢ no part of the imports fell into German handy eo 7 
paaet regulations imposed by the: Delligerents; Wore TRRAEEIL . 
The. Comite set. up its own grain mills and warehouses -- these 
had to bé carefully supervised. OF Bonne? cases occurred of 
individuals and small groups within: Belgium cheating the Smmbthh 
Comite, smugsing C.R.B. supplies to the Germans, and over- 
charing; but such instances were few compared with the immense 
volume of commddities handled. The greatest danger to the C.R.B. 
was that each Size of dishonesty gave the German or. Allied 
governments a fresh excuse to end provisioning. ' Hoover managed 
to avoid. this final disaster: wpeneey one of the belligerents 
announced its décision to abrogate agreements with. the C.R. Be 
(and this havpened frequently), Hoover managed to get rid of 


the abuse and to force the belligerencts to continue cooperating 


with sp R.B. by threats of public wrath in the United States. 
Crises between r7eR-Be and the belligerents 
oceurred with pias a regularity -- but only a few 
of the incidents seriously endangered the existence of the 
' provisioning Ore rete one the first flared early in 1915, a 
few months after hostitlities commenced. The C.R.B. had been 
granted semporary authority by the British: during a discussion 
with Lloyd. George, then Chancellor of the Excheauer: Hoover was 
suddenly éoutronted by the unwillingness of the extremist 
faction within the Britis: military command to continue C.R.B. 


La’ 
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This group charged that Belgium was recieting nore food than 
needed to ketp the population alive, and that the German wa 
effort was being strengthened by the flow of imports. Lloyd 
George argued that if shipments. to Belgium were stopped, the 


Germans would be forced to provision the population (an miohgmtihe 


obligation, Lloyd George pointed out, under international law). 
He reasoned that once the Gaeuiss had to draw on their food 
reserves, the war would be brought home more sharply to the 
German people{ | 


"¥ pointed out," Hoover wrote in a langbhy report of 


tha conversation, "that, first, as to the requisitioning of feed, 


the Germans had given an undertaking that after the first of 
January no such requisition would be made...and informed him 
[Lioya Ueor ge| that xex we were satisfied from the many agents ' 
that we had. in Belgium that the Germans were carrying this out’ 
with the utnost scrupuloushgss. I further informed him that the 


Germans had impressed none ‘of our actual food. Also, I stated 


that I did not believe that the feeding of the civil population 
increased the resources that they [the Germans| had available 


for money Leviesece. 


"On the second point, as to whether the Germans would. | 


aii eiawtery provision the civil population, I told him that I 


was satisfied that they ‘would not do so; that when we [the 

C.R. B.) undertook this labor we undertook it with the greatest 
reluctance and our first move was to satisfy ourselves that 
this population would starve unless America interfened: and.” 
converted the hitherto negative quality of neutrality into ore re) 

positive neutrality; that as proof that the Germans would not ~ 

provision the civil population, I thought it was desirable that | 


he should understand the German view on this question, and I 


\- 
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recited to him the confirmation’ by the German military of the 
current statement in Germany that there’ was no clause in the 
Hague convention obliging the Germans to provision ‘the civil 
population. of Belgium; on the contrary, it ancidentally provided 
that the: civil population: should. shpport’ the military...D pointe 
out that Starwet ron had actually occurred an Belgium; that * 
some, though. Poe little, riot had oceurrea,. but sufficient t 


indicate the fixity of the Germans in their intention...and I 
expressed the conviction that the Germans would never feed the 


‘civil, population." 


Lloyd George denounced the German attitude as monstrous. 
Hoover replied, "Be that as it might, one matter stood out in 
my mind, and that was that the English people had undertaken this 


war for the avowed purpose of protecting the existence of small 


‘ 4 | 
nations, of vidicating the guaranteed neutrality ty which small 
nations mi ght exist, for the avowed purpose of guaranteeing to 


the world the continuance of democracy as against autocracy in 


. government." The arguments impressed. Lloyd George, anxious to 


cultivate: progAllied opinion in the United States. The Minister 


abruptly told his colleague: "I am convinced. You have my 
permission. I would be obliged if you gentlemen would settle enol 
details of the machinery necessary to. ‘Oarry: 1t out.” He added, 
"The world would yet be indebted to the Anéntoax people for the 
most magnanimous action which neutrality has yet given way to. "85 
A year and a half later, Hoover paceara Similar struggle 
with the German goverment. He had gone to Berlin in the early 
summer of 1916 on C.R.B. business, to demand that the native 
crop of Northern France be reserved for the civil population 


(as it was7 in Belgium), and further, that Dutch foodstuffs be 


allowed. into occupied areas. The German authofities questioned 


‘the whole idea of the C.RoBe, using the British arguments in 


~204- + >> | | | . N 
savenuey ene military command suspected that provisioning 
helped the British. Again Hoover pleaded and fought; epaan he 
used the weapon of American public opinion, and again he was 
successful, not only in saving C.R.B., but also in extracting 
‘German promises naz to admit some Ditch food, and to reserve a 
‘larger s share of the ‘1916 French crop for civilian consumption. 
Neither the Germans nor the Allies ever finally made 
up their minds whether provisioning Strengthened them more than 
their foes. The C.R.B.. gave the Germans assurance of an orderly 
base in Balgium.. Imports of food certainly eased. occupation 
problems, no matter how the @ermans and Hoover denied this fact. 
By preventing starvation,, the C.R.B. impedéd the rise of 
radicalism throughout Belgium, and provided a deterrent fo a 
The provisioning program 
widening enthusiasm for momh socialism. matinee cost the Germans 
ax little; it had propaganda value because it dramatized the 


' ‘severity -- and from the German point of view, the barbarity -- 
: : 


of the British blockade. The vast¢ shipments to Belgium cut into 
the number of boats available to the British for the transporta- 
tion of desperately needed munitions and. food. Indirectly, the 
C.R-B. lent effectiveness to submarine warfare. 

P For just these reasons, the british opposed the C.R. Be 
Bat conversely, Allied arguments to continue< feeding the Belgian 
were ‘also weighty -- and aroused German misgivings. The Ajlies 
tealizea the propaganda value of the C.R.B.; since the Belgians 
had resisted German aggression, the British did not want to be 
accused of deserting an ally. The propaganda disadvantages of 
the blockade could be overcome: by making a show of anxiety 

over the fate of “innocent civilians" in occupied territories. 


'@.R.B.. feeding reinforced the Allied plea that they were 


fighting in defense of democracy and the integrity of small 


nations. As a bulwark against socialism in Europe, the C.R.B. 
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helped: guard Allied investments -- it would. be folly to defeat 
German only to crush capitalism in Burope. Food merce preserve 
Belgian alleigance to the Allied geuse, fortified’ Allied 
influence. Finally, C. R. B. agents often provided useful 
information on conditions behind the German lines. ’ 

The British, however, bore the heaviest load of 
financing the prmx C.R. Be Nowedver; by allowing Belgian food 
imports, the British helped preserve the health of the elgian 
population which could then be better exploited for the German 
war effort. But the Germans. objected that the Eelgian when 
fea were encouraged to defy the occupation command and to 


commit aabobage. 


7 In ithe last analysis, nedther comp of belligerents 
dared takestiw=respiristbetttywf forbiddgmg the C.R.B. to 
function. Yet Hoover was constantly bedevilled by German or 


British provocations intended to discourage C.R.B. activities, 


and was constantly enbroiled with one side or the other in 
controversies over details. xax As the war PIVERes eS woos to 
eects supplies became ever harder to charter. Some C. R.Be 
niin were sunk. by mines, others by submarines, still others 

were confiscated by the British. Hoover had to propitiate the 
German military and civil authorities in Belgium, enforce 


“agreenents, preserve privileges won in the past. But no matter 
how delicate the eee, Hoover handled it calmly, kommehoan 
tenaciously -- the proof of his ability was the sania survival 
‘of thé C.R.B. When’ the Unitea States,entered the war, his role 
ended: but C.R.B. was handed over to Spanish and Dutch 
sponsorship, and relief continued. After the 1918 armistice, 
Hoover again Bave C.R.B. his personal attention. 


At the start of the war, Hoover was fairly neutral i 


U 


. Allies, who merely granted’ the C.R. Be povnlxeies to pass through 


Do 
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attitude. To him, the conflict appeared wasteful, foolish, 


\ 
and above all, dangerous to civilization... It expressed European 


futility, which was fortum tely no direct concern of the 
United States. He welcomed his work with C.R.Be -- as an 
Amepican he would help preserve some remnant of world sanity. He 
Lexamet dreaded anarchy, radicalism, socialism -- the legacy of 
Ware He feared the spectre of hungry y angry mobs, misled by 
Semmes nies who blamed capitalism for war and kxx traduced the | 
profit-making verities Hoover lived by. } 

Ass ve war continued, his. attitude changed. Increas-~ 
ingly, he desired an Allied victory, perhaps - ‘because his 
dealings with the Germans were more ade than with the 


the blockade, put up the money to Pannhies the organization, and 
were not forever involved in day-by-day details of administra- | 
tion. er 1915, as the Germans! expectations for victory 
grew less assured, their suspicions of. R.Be mounted; more 


5 
¥ 


and more, they were tempted to withdraw previously granted 


lauthorizations and. to demur at every new C.R.B. request, irrita- 


ting Hoover by their repeated tricks to use xmkh provisioning ¢ 
as an aid to their war effort. Their military and occupation. 
spokesnen were arrogant and arbitrary. Hoover had been closely 
associated with the British since 1900 -- he Imew their methods, 
he had. friends in high places, he spoke their -lagguage, he 


understood their temperament. The Germans were strangers -~- thei 


“over-solicitous frierfliness too often gave way without warning 


to an aloof superiority and arrogance, hard to predict and 
harder to work with. . . . 
Hoover gradually understood that the United States 


| could not stay out of the conflict. The stakes were too high -- , 


e 
’ 
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American interests were bound up too intimately with nine 
success, and were too gravely threatened by German ascendenpy 
in Europe. The German government, with its inept, even insulting 
propaganda, Bernes anuent on APSMANE Americad into the war 
on the side of the Allies. Subharine warfare, no mat eex how the 
Garaans justified ahs geen losses. to American si ypine eee 
American Lives. The sinking of the Lusitania and the execution 
of Nurse Baith Cavell released a. storm of indignation against 
German inhumanity and "schreclichkeit", affecting Hoover as it 
affected the majority of Americans. German policy of deporting | 
Belgian and French civilians shocked. him -- the Germans acted 


toward their victims as: king though white civilians were 
meee no better than the Chinese, 


codlies Hoover had transported into slavery . in Africa. 

He concluded that the United States must evondss6 its 
Snevadie power and“its altruistic passion for a peaceful world | 
to prevent a German victory. The debacle in Europe weakened 
the atthority of decent men: the price of war must not be 
revolution by which the "detil's poor" seizéd power. Hoover had 
learned in college, and he had x#k re-learned during his years 
in the Orient, the need to guard tHe capitalist world against 
the ever-present. menace. of what Mrs. Stanford had calied "the 


ni4 


lowest and vilest elements of socialism. The United. States 


alone could exercise themoral leadership,to bring the war to 


a& Kal 
a rapid and satisfactory end, and to supervise tie peace fe 
assure +e  areeekye tion of the democratic 
pa shemen tar rE mrenthamdemosmongxmmias profit system epee 


the mob-rule of socialism. Having convinced himself, Hoover 
exerted, his growing influence to bring about immediate and 


full-fledged American intervention. 


x 


As head of the C.R.B., Hoover directed an extra -. 
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* governmental organization which 4n somo respects stood above 
. | _ established governments. Ho became a ‘skilful diplomat, a shrewd 
| negotiator, with a. knowledge of how -to compromise and how to 
‘stand adanant whorl ho haa tho strength to wine His cause 
was noble ina world overwholned by brutishness. Has solf-. : 
confidence oxpandedj he ‘spoke with authority ~- he began to 
denand public support of the C»ReBe, not to plead for it. 
He emphasized the “duty and responsibility" of Americans to 


i contribute ‘to his organization. "I have no patience with those 
| who appeal only to the emotions," he announced. "The man who» 
is aac by his emotions is usually a man of small pockoety : 
books Help we noed fron all classes, but, our main appeal mst 
a) _ be made to the men who have nade America what St is, the big 

hy constructive mony the men of brains and wealthe" 

[palin Tiny ta thin wall ohdistinins « Hh Wie poy rs 
i deebursd—aen porecer financiers, tho en-akkitnibem~ef weal thy 
he and Sriviloge?_tamasam those bank accounts proved their 

: intollectual leadership! Heover-hedcoarned-hherrt pnt te-kecture 
i~he-had-proved“his~owr-supertority-by aking a 

| fogtene, ond ho bad proved his virtue t by his, Sects ene 
_ 'Q.ReBeoBo his subsequent Rint eo he : i 
acnatter-of—conrso that he endamed any pro joct Wie ciao hecwas 


dwn 
his virt 6. Ritrepebettorr + 
Weis ee Fy yan dle 


L aoe Uaptal Lofsoste loftiness, 
Of Sitpncse onsny“Hovenont,, any—kded « * © rallenge we "The Chief" 


i 


pee e challenge ke Pr asay Atself; to disagroe with him: was 


1 
| 


to disagree with. man's highest aspirations. , 
“Wa Ale with, mn Sf tar i i 

Tha CoR Be provet: porsona goodness, to—kgemmiel ait bo 
_procleiming=i-to.tho-moxld. Ho was applauded evorywhore, by 
{ 
the ao of nations, *x-amsi by the multitudes. He gloriod in af 


+g “tr \ 
Hrahde a budied modesty, proud of his refusal to acoayt, financial 


NN 
. -Boor7r 

compennation for ae tine, his: energy, his Lansonel SaVCnGeNTes 
His only reward was fame, honor, power, glory, a it on 
hin without stint. 

On his return to the: United States in LOL? to enter 

found himself 

the, war admini stration, he jfxx.a prophet in his own country. 
Brown, Princeton, Pennsylvania, Harvard universities honored 
him with degrees. He was elected to the Canadian sears 
Institute, and decorated by the French government Pap BES woudl 4 
Legion of Honor. Ambassador Page urged President Wilson to 
find a place for Hoover in the State Department. "Life is worth 
more, too, for icnowine Hoover," Hage wrote the President. | 
"But for him Belgium would now be starved, however generously 
peoplenay have i food... He's a simple, modest, energetic 
man who began his career in California and hia end it in 
Heaven, and he doesn’ t want anybody's thanks." Page ‘described 
Hoover at forty-two as "a man of considerable fortune-- less 
than when the war began,. for the relief work has cost hin 
iach awelle las approached on behalf of the British Government 
with the suggestions that if he would become a British subject, 
the. Government would be pleased to give him an important 
executive post, and wit ‘thé inference that if he succeeded 
a title might await him. His answer was, 'I'1] do wmt * can 
for you with pleasure; but, I'll be Seunea it Dil give up 


my American, citizenship ~-not on your lite, 1"27 Whe London 


Nation considered Hoover "the biggest man who has emerged 
on the Ajlied side during the war. "18 The New York World 
declared, ze is:a place unique in history thst Mr. Hoover 
has made; he has made that place for himself without reward 
either of goods or titles by...simply doing the thing that. 
needed to be done and saying, ‘Come, let us do at.t"29 me 
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Secretary of the Interior, Franklin K. Lane, judged Hoover 


| "the incarnation of the spirit of American desire to helg -_- 
|, the worla,"20 
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‘passionately pleediite: for, his panacea; bu: ’ . wondered: if his. | 
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Rt cart Be Wier it waco rsh Geawifa, mum ' 
Theyeuaue t tn their narror SGuvaRe t te develop. tnetabis PB 
wht A economy within ttevvonbigental, bdtintantens a cacacte sage oe ob jeotea rae 
£. Yb AMAad J : oe 
Boat a " ab tho time. or since-ther had. leamed that the benefits..of expmm 
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peace-tabke had nothing. to do with ca Fourteen, Pointss. The . 
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Hy, Predict pte, fe, 
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OR Wont 
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enthusigen ia th z face of unemployment, shortages Sm 4 
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continued unabated, after tine war. Lewas-tmue tht t pbnoe wae : = 4 
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days ume of free competition,. . ra 
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Woes prevent jleetion’ of war ar debts walahlaned oe 
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ra {isn \ i 


“Alteredonditions. ‘Big Business, only wanted to enjoy the fraits: ate 
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-bé~treeted—as abactie (which go many considered it), of awa matter , 
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Americans were uixconseions. o of their great power, | 
but they had ng decided what role they, nae eke play; in world: 7 : : 
‘affairs. They took refuge in an emotional isolationism which was - : 
no mee than or evasion, tine fren could not possibly isolate Ltseit qo 

the monopolists were unsure: 
of how to ‘play their part on the expanded. stake? they mouthed 
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sufficiency, ' pied though foreign investments . the ean for new markets: 
and huge debts, owed to this country, negated xan thissconeepb. Buin. | 


did ahaie tse big business . 
s demanded high tariffs to "protect" industries which. a 


outproduced competitors; and tariff ceive ks were incompatible “wate the 


| The fact was, the whole capitalist worlé =» this: 7 
country included -= “was entering a period in which thé laws. Of. re 7 a vee 
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the world from restricting American development, be keep clear of : 
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greater profit of American private enterprise, sah enlersthey 
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at 


es} 


s 
ee” 


‘ 


} . * - 5a BS ere _* “4 7 Z x, 


, bathtubs xm corn flakes, and labor-saving machines. to backward’. 
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when adopted they-tins seqmedsctowemrbasis-hevens less musanpt sweeping 


Aaudger 
%% than had on geaowelay, expected. Despite jautintrust ew, 
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fe summed up Ba Ne SERO ce Raov eT ame ax 
modestly, . DS aie on 
23 tmak Hoover, the os recat Beenie « 


had served aoe or Cforelen Covenmmenbe thet thay 


raw materials and eoupe American consumers 7th 


Le had used ‘cin ufone, is full command ef publicly, 


ay “gee Ei 


sites to gue american. age eialis t tn bares US, oe he had ai 
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gecurLlioy, sccnom.s bbheousness oF.thne.. 
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was hie 2memzwememion fee alin hess te prevent International 


samme disarmament, iofchhecomexm sohh wietenmaxof mimert mmm am hhe - 


cmmkaxbfimerioanmcesmporatiions 26 the profits. of Ams nperatLons 


ever nad-alwayvs beer.éme 
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Sad oy 
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Po hae 


usigstio speaker In favor of inbernational agreements ximchxmaminx © 


berate "humanitariane”" But has humanity was oxcossivelyepebbbionl. 


Wen President Truman invited iaxin ex orbert 


Bnoamemx named ‘ 
Hoover to the White House, and then sumed : ; 
as the 
Hoover/honorary chairman of /Famine Med cehoy Committee, 
appointing 4 


By mambmg ex~President Herbert Hoover ssxdimmananym 
honorary chairman of the newly formed Famine Emergency Committee, President 
; hardly reassured bined gt + 
Truman titrant ne ohare Ane the people of Europe that the United-States 
is sitavesces sindyouham fem tngn ke only in preventig famine. xtMemxhouy 
itis sxtemmmitin:in fiend im xv6] Im knee ibern-omemcente a emmy x hasnt 
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For Mr. Hoover ee Rhrwk discoverer ef the.vitad-faet that food eat 7 


be- a: mighty politival weapon. : 
After the last war, Hoover was in. schargo- of the American . 
Relief Administration which controlled all xwmtix food rekief to Europe 
during the Armistice period. Later, after A.Re&AR A. Wmdtnioegnx was dhoetan 
terminated with the signing of the Versailles treaty, Hoover headed va tous 
ghnthdiments rekief aie ending up with mhsmm the reluctant femitmsx 
scien ress ereame Bey ‘of the BPARy eRe, Russianss Hoover prided himself on 
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antiatiambhtexfaeehamxnd paradise of. being- rvled- by” ‘aretr "1aheralp" (as 0 cove} 
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mother of anarchy" he said, and "Right feeding corrects wrong thinking." 
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of food for starving people can preserve and strengthen itself more né-frmttad 


| 
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the weak governments against the democratic wishes of their own. peop lee 


, 


"Food, ie sakd Maxim-“itvinoff in 1922, am" fs a weapon." And Hoover is thd 
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By appointing ex-President erbdert Hoover honorary chairman 
of thenewly formed Famine Bnergency Vonmittee, President Truman hardly 
reassured the people of Europe that the administration is-attempting 
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Pers to prevent the spread of famine. sh ai Hoover, long ago discovered { 
ser food poy a patent political menpens “pea, ‘Mr. Hoover's politics ame 4 
‘Wet the sort that appeal to pecete pdpiyla: tions J banka anal eapeehne:- | 
Prcactne gue of faséten. , Aes po Rapley Pate ee 


Tuxniiyemancadman ret nce pespmhmerheminetienkh exmpATgEAA mim 
wad War mene 
dour york After bhe—knato war , Hoover headed American relief in ee: 


Europée He prided himself on his reputation as "humanitarian" But ‘komm 
Hoover! s charity had a purpose to it. ath j 
Ri a heals alt 


"Famine is the mother of anarchy," wee®l Hoover, and RRtzh. vn 
feeding corrects woong thinkinge" From this, ieeds deduced that 
"A weak government possessed. of the weapon of food for starving people. car 


Bresenre and streggthen itself more effectively than by arms." 
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The trick was to get the right kind of "weak government." sae: 

vere thats fa os lata My tf j 
enemy ,gf coursa, was Sor iet Russia, the smoteiienhx first socialist stated! 
Baan econ hate’ ula tA tpi parte nn adie Th Ap Chet avai 


"4anfected" the rest of Europe. And Food was the mighthest of all. we onc td 
Gaxmamk force the people to retreat. . 
‘Hoover used. fmanizmiimuaxams food as his clube He ema shod: 


ne Lutexiimamanmixhtat Communi st Bellman iex government of Hungary mee neil 
‘bien Ct ceongerettinn, Burr Mara, a od r3i ° 
or eee to sell food apc even for gold paid in advance. Has food,fol: a 


the Yudenitch White army on its two omemt onslaughts ‘against Pet rograi, 
fecd rotectbl the verroriat’s rea® and strengthened his army of. ane 
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Buk Food wammeed, said Hoover, te "promote political ieee mace 
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Why-dpes President Truman pécadondighdh mex resurrectysHoover from his 

"elder statesman” cletr femur ch oe: 


memnekminmhobexpaihenb taxa within the Republican Party hexmmmiorex Fosetkone: 
eee nue! the choice of Hoover amd ‘the 
hterareng? Saree UN AA ceo Can: trere’ be any.-link-betwectt seen, 


aggressively anti-Soviet speeches of Secretary of State Byrnes, the-ané4 = . 
» Soviet..rantingsrgs Team Tonnelly, 
seme erettc imanex leader of the Senate Foreigh affairs committee /Enenetay 

if 
WA. 
the ednateas bludgeoning amthxfiamimk threats against the USSR - the 
prades Cae ty ys : Be 
Republican Senator Vendenbere and his man-Friday, Dulles? 
as bitterly . 
_ Why Hoover? Ber Hoover —— mor racns ante oor tee today as 
memmetie MN ti a hpeerted TT Many Naas” 
yWhanxine tar tne“aaye of 2029 and_1996 Whee he doctaweer "The- whole-ef-amenic 
he mths i ts ore : 
policies. durire- the liquidation -of- the Armistice was to contribute evany= 


thing xk it Chica a) ae Europe from going Bolshevikeee™ nit 
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ta Bene pla news any movement . challengingethi 
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xhxramhkenam "to stem the tide of Bolshevism?" ‘Is Hover onee-agatn to~be 
given. xhm freedom to usé American _ Sie a paix. 
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and larger Soom supplies 
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"the activities of Herbert Hoover to dominate and encroach upon thé 
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functions of the Department of Agriculturs, including interference by 


4. Hoover in the personnel of the @epar! ient." Complaints were frequent 
ee 
that "There is more Hoover in the administration than there is Coolidge" qi 
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never before had a Cabinet officer "enraged in such a wide diversity of 


activities or covered quite SO nmach ground." “és ; * 
a fle: SE 2 


Ree 


X, 


‘a 


Sat aa OR, Tae ta 


Within the Coolidge adminisbration, Hoover pertoine 


a special function. Alone of the Cabinet members, Hoower fully yierstood | 
the need to bridge the chasm between the realities of the “money age, 
known as the Coolidge boom, Spd the ‘sontimentalityes by which men ' dived. 


It was essential carefully and gontinually to reassert the myths of 


aniertoan prosperity lest. _ the nition no longer perceive the fine new , 


clothes of the Golden Decade, dt instead ‘see the aay nakedness of 
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ee - ek But the ‘resident wa’s too literal. minded, too Lindt 
vie a rod ‘ 


ed in ene tannins x= appropriately | to bedéek the age in the trappings of 


idealism. Git nevornestys he rejoiced in the, profiteering of monopoly: 


he was unaware mf that government coudd agpir ra. to a higher funetion- than j 
ae al 


to serve the wealthy. His ylew of life was simple, because it was also 


extremely presonal. As a professional politician, ‘he was ‘content to cant 


discharge,his obligation to those ‘those who had placed nia in of fice and. | 
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ns for whont he had immense respect. Beyond that, he reccgnddad: no: further 
‘. wy der 

requieemont » Similarly, Andrew Mellon, the rich man conteaoenitha to Play | 
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at government as an escape from ennuig: waar convent“te-make. money for: gb 
substantial stockholders of the United States Incorporated (of which. tie wd 


a considerable investor). The other Cabinet members were: routine vol toa 


outlook of a career diplomat. 


Only tioover had a more profounl comprehen’ /_ 
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kiechocinied trimer warn and pare cies. <onuiae noble, would manmnexnaminenhx 
meaxmkbitngxhansapeaphx people be willing to defend the society of 


businésse 


ie i, Sn ta Nn ah cn 


Bd : ee : 
' Kew For ead Sa nmumkimmptenx prefix 


funetioned vy making Bun chs xma-chee apes in an mmx BNR profits. 
purpose of 
The. gauge of SUCCESS. ‘was. money; “he standard Wa she -memagy—the mommasi xa 
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life was the amassing-ef money. lise capitalist. did not run his steel 


mills, hig rubber whankmynx factories, hfs automobile assembly lines, 
_ Xe eke an srmemkaih dab establishments tuming out vacuum—cleaners, 
radios, electric eee amd washing machines, for Pai “sake of tine ‘produ ! 
sininx themselves, but pecause the preduets schon mack - the capkiektst 
profit’, The purpose was not to make a better gadget, but to make a vette 
gadget in order to make more money 4 The war, the subsequent deveesetead 


the boom had inéreasingly ‘pleased - -the control of theca ito meant 


of production -- the means of making a profit -- = the hands of. a smal 


and smaller groups tre jrosperity od ‘the. Coolidge Ore raring 8 Loe 4 
oe hes ny pe csth : Et 
accumulation mixaxpchakprumfnoxn Sic wealth) tat was real. | ‘ 
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who had the machines and the raw materials, ear But in 
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proportion to the population, shuetoenmnx the numbers‘ wha Pro: fiting oy. t 
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boom were small. indeed, a. mbanmes xhzicdomaiix proportion of all the peck 
the fimmnntaimandninimmbmiat financiers and industrialists waectind 


gminmix a monopoly position in a monopoly econompe “True, ines th 
perhphery of smaller mmaimasmxonterprisers ‘whoxyatemed wee gained fre 
the; overflowe True, a peopte te oe ase wrorte-the nation was 

happy, singe- they wore-ainte- bo mortgage itheir hones , ae wages, t heir’ 
future earning power unto | ‘the fourth generation and om an ee ay ~ / 
veya car, a house, a radio, ama refrigerator on the installment plaie. 
But the pee re Pea eg en not theirs onmma if they 
failed to meet the -morohboaohn thonthly payment; amt in order to keep up v4 


ne neighbors, ee “Amerioand pamtxitchaedochiee tarx skimped on thefr dicots » 


neglected thear health, mmuximdxmantityimmme and led haunted. lives ste 
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so thet they could -get-a. neve. suite: of Grand: Rapids-- -furnbtare by the 

easy payment ‘Pla Nettaxrihix One fumily mana geag - to get a new. ae. car 
and radio; ee family managed to get a new ref rtgerator ‘ana washing? 
suoniwas amimx another moved in an inita tion oriental Pug 9OF an 

electric kitchen mbstax mixer, amx But ‘the gre at ma jorit ty of Femebies 

were paying for the gadget’ long a Rtee. Lt had worn out or. peen.. antiquated 5 
that-the pride of ownership had gone. And dn a society where money am 
what money could buy a was the accepted standard, the . 


ma JOEY had- an-urge- -for fee more than farnings could possibly’ eonmnd 
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and a hepeless peciigavien ‘that while every other fanily (so said the 


newspapers, the magazines, the radio, the epnsmhennima in hx ther ieamb am 
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speakers for the Chamber of Commerce, the Xnahxtam Ro&arians, the 
churches, the fraternal orders, even the uni ons} mt -- while every other” 


family was secure and replete with the good things advertised as the 
Fite Axed 
necessary appurtances ‘of all ono-hundreds percent anertoang, each. gumhibg 
Ct ere 4 oy 
o£. middle-class and working-class family knew that it Was-impovst dle 
have as-meh-ds (8 "ir, TA 26s Ad rlttelatenked.oo 
te senapoonpaekthmhxk “everyone else seemed to havée \Amendoans were 


nkenk® pence bya Pooling ot ‘nadeauaey, of Sukh inétytéual fai lure 
in a society of universal boom and Bon Let ron, Sniyx hie xbiihma SA = 


a ae phe ? beth rn ee es Ce and ad : 
hide Gece society was ommaice indney; the illusion of aaciees was i 
abe a 
- that the ave ree? Pans with av enaEe. intelligence who. Lived an average | 
ween A i 
life was ais to ns ender phe: sppastomnnemma Soci ifort joys — 


of the highest civilization the world had yet oxperienced we expressed 


Miley ‘eda nbttle antigua wht, her oy as ftw Bakes 
in ueahanteat devioen and: the se aan that money. ‘could bay. 
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Enx Within this eleaborate mythodology, Hoover was the arche- 
type of applied science. To the wise and the good, Calvin Coolidge, no 
matter how profound his devotion xmxtma to the financlal dictators of 
Wall Street, mm remained a village clown: the Boaton Coolidges carefully 


pointed out that the gmkmemsmafixhhexarhamandremibuna the President WAS 
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“to dominate the markets of the world} in the era when American trade 
and American investment strove for a preeminent position in every 
continent at the expense of other rivals and particularly at the 
arpoDee of Gaus Britain -- in this era of the Golden Decade, Hoover 
endowed American power with the cloak of morality. Profits were the 
tratts of virtue; selfishness and arrogance, the resort to force, the 
rolttics of pereed, the violation of democracy mzxm took on a mowihemi 
nobility and were transformed into the search for purthty and xmax the 
idavotion to righteousness. . 
As cere of Coinerce, Yoover rediscovered 


that states rignts were the bulwark of liberty. Ratmemtiiam Federal 


regulation brousht with it the centralization of authority which fnieu caren! 


the very essence of xinmmmaAmamteam American freedom. Murch to be ra 
preferred, loover contended, was state control of corporation eee, 
since the states were closer to the pecple and therefore more ieepuaeius 
to their will. : 

During the 1924 campaim, Hoover protected the 
power trusts from the wilde-eyed radicals like LaFollette. “e sontinudd. 
his fight after Coolidge's election. He did not always persuade all 
his adversaries of the correctness of his views -- even so, the Secretary 
prevented federal regulation of the power companies. Governor Pinchot of 
Pennsylvania (always a sharp critic off Hoover) xtaheddmine stated the 

general criticism of the Secretary's crusade: "All the electrical 

companies will in the newr future be combined in cone great monopolye Mre 
Noover says it is a local problem, and can only be handled locally, and 

this vast nation-wide monppoly has got to be dealt with by individual 

States acting alone-- whicj, of course, is to laugh." The Federal Trade 
Commission in an elaborate report also took issue with the Secrebary: the 
Commission deplored "pyramiding" in the electrical industry, whereby holding 


coprporations were superimposed on tie operating companies “so that in 


one instance less than a $1,000,000 investment in the majority of the 
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endow facts with ronrmmioth cht -ckom an appealing nobility tit satisfied, * 
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enersy seeking Trew Justificat’ ons when the kmteat old and iried formulas 
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sthil served. nie. purpese. He mn XgReatK amex femal ttoaustyx moe sn 
made much of the neo to defend "Liberty", ag wateh-pruved tobe a eae 
conception invariably linked with the right of monopoly to hang on to Lbs 


privileges and. to-increase his: ovens States eee ey he ta fond of : 
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1924 campaian, * iSover detended the power companies agdinst the attacks of 
witdeaped radtedis=ttie LaFolle: COs Bat nee Coolidge victory did not 


uh: Pigng cab gd 2 bee SF MR. wh Nese ub hat oe nr 4 3 AL AS df a e 
and the tt pie 39 id enterpris se, the. cormers-tsne- pee AOE eae Heever__ 


sain 

eicaseaseestaee Hot always did he perjuade adi his ndversanlise Wrteder ao a 
the ROME OEM SSE xmamaichamth unchaltenge: ble correctness of his crusad 
tr Ee tes, co gl ek 
pean ie Saauevar poowented Federcl regn 


Q\ne 


Mgt gE 

lati on, ef. hai ie a ae OrCAD Les. 

Goverhor Pinchot of Pennsyivania \always : inelin ed. t4 ni srepredent inorents 
ra Poe ' 


i Ye be 
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ee inx the Secretary'y! position.was not.zeversed, 
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to delimit federal controls. Hoover explained =. and monopoly agreed oor 
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liberty and the Constitution. ‘ 
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During the 1924 campaign, “oover showed how. the 
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rights; of ‘the power retest be- protected Bg from the wild-eyed 
radicals like La* ‘ollette, in® the ancereste of ‘phe ‘american way of Lifes 
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coereton. Governor Pinchot of Pennsylvania (always a sharp critic of “S 
Hoover) stated the general criticism of the Secretary's crusade, fom. 
liberty: "All the electrical companies will in the near future be: 
combined in one great monopoly. Mr. Soover says. it is a local probler, 
and can only be handled pocelt ys and this vast nation-wide MOROD OES. has: d 
to be dealt with by individual States aching alone -- which, of course ,, 
is to laugh." The Rime Federal Rrade. Commission xagnrhedx in an elaboreté 
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report on +he.ekectrical power industrs also did. net-agree with the : ie 
Secretary: Thanxaparh the Commission ZX deplored sua 'pyranding" ne the | 
industry, Sihheertax whereby boinc mode =n6 corporations were superimposed 
over the operating companies" "so tha t in one instance less than a $3,000] 
investment in the majority of the voting stock of the apex holding ane 
gave in 1925 full woutpelt oe the entire organization of the group, 
having score of underlying companies and several hundred million dollars{ 
of investmente" “his sort of corporate control was not only unsound, 
said the Commission, but did not xmm seem to pmmrtiermmgmpaxhin advance i 
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Butt Ln this matter, Hoover tread cautiously, suddenly overwhelmed. 
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‘RICHARD -BRANSTEN, was, Richard. Branston, 
Richard Brandenstein, Richard Brandensten, 
Richard Brandstein, Bruce Minton; 

INTERNAL SECURITY ~--C 


The following is a summary of pertinent information available 
concerning Richard Bransten, who uses the pen name of Bruce Minton. 


Bransten:has been under investigation by the Bureau since 1941. This 
Anvestigation was intensified.in March, 1942, when information was received fron 
Mr. Charles.Malanuth of New York City that-Bransten was reported to:be the 
Chairman of the Communist Party of Connecticut. This information, however, was 
never verified. 


Bransten and-his wife moved from New Haven, Connecticut, to Washington, 
De C., about November 1,.1941. About April 1, 1944, they moved from Washington, 
D. C., to Los Angeles. Bransten was ‘regarded as a key figure Communist in the 
Washington Field Office and in the Los Angeles Field: Office. On about June 15, 
1945, the Branstens moved to Westport,. Connecticut. 


BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 
Birth 


Richard Bransten was born at San Francisco, California, February 24, 
1906. There is no official record on.file in-California covering the birth of the 
subject. His cousin, Harold Mack, Jr., has confidentially advised, however, that ” 
Richard Bransten.was born in.San Francisco and the marriage license records at 

Sen Francisco reflect that-he was born in.California, the son of Charles Bransten 
and Agnes Macke 


In applying for a passport, which was issued to-him on August -6, 1937, 
‘Bransten stated that he was born February 24, 1906, at San ‘Francisco, California. 
He furnished the same data in a questionnaire which he filed with ‘Local Selective 
Service Board #254, Fairfield, Connecticut, on January 23, 1941. 


‘Fanily Name 


According to information received from Charles Malamuth of New York 
City, Richard Bransten is the son of a very wealthy San Francisco family which 
changed its name from Brandensten to Bransten during World War I because the 
original name had a German:sound which was objectionable when this country was 
at war with Gerzany. Mr. Malamuth advised that the family was the owner of a 
nationally know firz distributing MJB coffee and located in San Francisco. 


Henry Mack, Jr., 220 Jones Street, San Francisco, California, and 
William H. Orrick, attorney, 405 Montgomery Street, San Francisco, California, 
have confidentially stated that Charles and Agnes Bransten are the parents of 
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Richard Bransten,. and: that they changed the family name from Brandenstein ‘to 
Bransten: during World War I. Henry U. Brandenstein, .a brother of Charles and:a 
practicing attorney who is now deceased, retained the name of Brandenstein. His 
daughter, Suzanne Brandenstein, married Willard'Z. Park, a former University of 
‘California professor. She had the reputation of being a "Parlor Bolshevik." 
Henry Mack, Jr., states that both Willard Z. Park and his wife, Suzanne, are 
definitely inclined ‘toward Communism and that Park leans very strongly toward 
Communism and is definitely Commumistic. 


Suzanne Brandenstein Park has a sister, Jane, who, according to Orrick, 
also has advanced ideas concerning Socialisn. 


Richard Bransten has a sister,, Clara Bransten, according to Henry Mack, 
Jre, who is married to John Walton Dinkelspiel, a Lieutenant in the Navy. 


Education 


In.a questionnaire filed with local Selective Service Board #25A at 
Fairfield, Connecticut, on January 23, 1941,. Bransten asserted that he holds a 
degree of Bachelor of Arts in English ‘Literature from Harvard University and 
that he studied English Literature thirteen months-at Leland Stanford University. 


In applying ‘for a passport which was issued to him on December 20,..1926, 
Bransten furnished his address as 94 Winthrop Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
- which would indicate that he was perhaps attending Harvard University at that ‘time. 


The jacket of the‘book, "Men Who Lead Labor," by Bruce Minton and John 
Stuart, also indicates that subject was educated: at Harvard’ University. 


The "Prospectus" of the People's Educational Center, Los Angeles, 
California, for the spring term, 1945, lists subject under ‘the name of Bruce Minton 
as a member of the faculty and indicates ‘that he holds an.AB Degree ‘from Harvard 
University. 


Military Record’ 


As previously indicated, Richard Bransten ‘is registered under the 
Selective Training and:Service Act with Local Draft Board #25A at Fairfield, 
Connecticut. He informed that Board on January 23, 1941, that he-had served in 
the "CMTC" for one month during each of the years 1922, 1923, and 1924, and that 
as a,result he was appointed a:Second Lieutenant in 1925 and given an honorable 
discharge on March 20, 1933. 


Foreign Travel 


Charles Malamuth, New York City, advised in February, 1942, that ‘Bransten 
and his first wife made a tour of Russia in about 1932 or 1933, ‘returning quite 
‘thoroughly converted to Comaunism. 


As will be more fully related hereinafter, Bransten was in Spain 
gathering material for publication during the Spanish Civil Ware 


The records of the Passport ‘Division of the Department of State disclose 
that Passport #310925 ‘was issued ‘to Richard.Bransten on.December 20, 19%. In 
applying for the passport, he stated he intended to leave New York on February 5, 
1927, to travel in France, England, Italy, Germany, Holland, Belgium, Spain, and 
Austria. 


Family Passport #10576 was issued April 26, 1933, to Richard Bransten 
and wife, Louise Rosenberg Bransten. It was stated that Louise Bransten was 
born in Berkeley, California, October 9, 1908, and was married on June 1, 1929. 
Her address was show as 52 Gramercy Park, North, New York City. Mr. and Mrs. 
Bransten intended to leave New York on the SS Champlain on May 13, 1933, to travel 
in Switzerland, France, England, Austria, Poland, Germany, Italy, Czechoslovakia, 
and Russia for a period of six months. 


The records of the State Department further reveal that Passport 
#468884 was issued August 6, 1937, to Richard Bransten, 47 Zast 2lst Street, New 
York City. Bransten stated he intended to leave New York August 19, 1937, to 
act as a news correspondent for the Niles, Ohio, Daily Times in Spain and Frances 


Residence Addresses 


The jacket of "Men Who Lead Labor," by Bruce Minton and John Stuart, 
indicates that subject lived in San Francisco until 1935. 


It will be recalled that in applying for a passport which was issued 
December 20, 1926, he furnished his residence as 94 Winthrop Street, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, indicating that he was perhaps at that time attending Harvard 
University. 


On January 20, 1934, he wrote a letter to a Mr. Taft which ‘indicates that 
at that time he, Bransten, was living at 666 Santa Barbara Road, Berkeley, 
Californiae The letter to Mr. Taft was stored by Bransten at the time he left 
Westport, Connecticut, and was’ made available for inspection by Mr. Edward Ce 
Nash, proprietor of the E. C. Nash Moving Company, Westport, Connecticut. 


Mr. Nash at the same time made available a considerable amount of 
propaganda, correspondence, and other documents which had been stored by the 
Branstens, including the manuscript of an article, "Red Flag Over San Francisco," 
by Bruce Minton, in which his address is given as 666 Santa Barbara Road, Berkeley, 
' California. The manuscript is undated. 


As previously indicated, Louise Bransten furnished her address to the 
State Department in April, 1933, as 52 Gramercy Park, North, New York City. 
‘Presumably Richard Bransten also resided at that address at that tine. Confirmation 
is given to this assumption by the fact that in the material made available by Mr. 
Nash, there was a manuscript by Bruce Minton in ‘which his address was given as 52 
Gramercy Park, New York City. 
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i The Credit Bureau of Greater New York, 55 Fifth Avenue, New York City, 
furnished information that Bransten resided at 107 West llth. Street, New York City, 
and that his former addresses were 90 MacDougal and 389.Bleecker Street, New York 
City; 2355 Gallego, San Francisco, California; Ossining, New York; 32 Gramercy 
Park, New York; 258 Kings Highway, Westport, Connecticut; and Eastern Road (it is 
believed this should be Easton Road), Westport, Connecticut. 


Miss. Julia Mehan, 48 West 69th Street, New York City,. omer of the 
prenises at 107 jiest llth.Street, stated that Mr. and Mrs. Bransten had a one-year 
lease on a basement apartment at 107 West llth Street, and that upon the expiration 
of the lease they left to live at Westport, Connecticut. 


It should be noted that Richard Bransten was divorced by his first wife 
on July 26,.1937, and married his second and present wife, Ruth McKenney, August 2, 
1937.6. 


On about August 1, 1939, according to a report of the Westport, 
Connecticut, Police Department dated August 28, 1941, Bransten purchased a hone 
on Easton Road, Westport, Connecticut. 


Bransten and his wife, Ruth McKenney, resided on :Easton Road until 
about October 1941, when they moved to 5019 Reno Road, Ne W., Washington, De Ce 
The hone at 5019 Reno Road, N. W., Washington, D. C., was purchased by the Branstens, 
according to Ensign R. He Hagner, Jre, of Randall H. Hagner and Company,. Real 
Estate Agents, 1321 Connecticut Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C. 


The residence at 5019 Reno Road, N.'W., was sold by the Branstens in 
September, 1942, according to the records of the Credit Bureau at 1221 G Street, 
Ne We, Washington, D. Ce 


Thereafter, the ‘praaatens resided at 2939 Newark Street, Ne We, Brrapenons 
D. C., until they moved to Los Angeles, Californias 


In connection with their removal ‘to Los Angeles, the Branstens furnished 
the Cleveland Park ‘Post Office:Substation, Washington, D. C., a change of address 
to 3500 Connecticut Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. -C., on February 19, 1944. A 
further change of address: was furnished this Postal Substation to Box 2896, Tucson, 
' Arizona, on April 11, 1944. 


On-May 15, 1944, the Cleveland Park Substation, according to Mr. B. Fe 
Greenstreet, Superintendent, received a letter from the Branstens advising of a 
change of address to a new and permanent address of 1676 Benedict Canyon Drive, 
Beverly Hills, California. 


The Branstens advised the Cleveland Park Post Office Substation on May 19, 
1944, that they had left the Beverly Hills address because of "landlord trouble’ 
and were finally and definitely located at 1427 North Kings Road, Hollywood 46, 
California. This residence-was- maintained until at least "August. 22, 1944, at which 


: 
” S 


time a meeting of Club H of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County 
Communist Political Association was held at the Bransten residence at this ad- 
dress, according to information received through a confidential technical 
surveillance maintained on Elizabeth Leach, organizer of the Northwest Section 
of the Communist Political Association. 


Marriage to Louise Rosenberg | | Be 


Richard Bransten and Louise Rosenberg were married June 1, 1929. A 9 7c 
‘was born to this union. 


According to the records of the District Court, Second Judicial District, 
Washoe County, Reno, Nevada, in Case #56760, made available by “. H. Beeves, Clerk 
of the Court, a complaint was filed July 26, 1937, by Louise R. Bransten against 


Richard Bransten alleging that they were married June 1, 1929, and had one minor 
and that a property settlement had been made 
and custody 0 ec agreed upon on May 25, 1937. The suit was one for divorce 


and the plaintiff alleged extreme mental cruelty. An answer was filed July 26, 1937, 
denying the cruelty charge and admitting the other allegations contained in the 
complaint. A decree of divorce was entered and filed July 26, 1937, in favor of 

the plaintiff. Property rights and custody of the minor ‘child were settled by 

order of Thomas F. Moran, District Judge, in accordance with a settlement agreed 
upon between the parties on May 26, 1937. A request for a private trial and sealing 
of the testimony was made on July 26, 1937, in accordance with which the testimony 
was sealed by order of the Court. ‘The Clerk of the Court, Beeves, explained that 
it is customary in many cases to order the testimony sealed where it is of an 
embarrassing or personal nature and stated that the testimony may not be inspected: 
after sealing without an order of the Court. 


Hawkins, Mayott, and Hawkins represented the plaintiff and Le D. 
Summerfield Eenenenees Richard Branstene. 


According to Harper Knowles, Secretary of the Radical Research 
Committee, American Legion, State of California, Richard Bransten was at one tine 
an employee of Rosenberg Brothers, which was operated by Louise's father, A. 
Rosenberg. According to Knowles, Louise and Richard Bransten have acted as 
Mangels" for the Communist Party in California. 


A Mrs. Sidney Lippet of San Francisco called at the San Francisco 
Field Office on December 28, 1940, to advise that Louise Bransten ‘was a member 
of the Rosenberg fanily, which was comected with Rosenberg Brothers, wealthy 
San Francisco merchants. Mrs. Lippet stated that Louise is wealthy and used her 
money to disseminate Communist propaganda, maintaining a downtown office solely 
for that purpose. 
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The records of the Retail Credit Association, San Francisco, California, 
indicate that Louise Bransten's maiden name was Rosenberg and that her father, 
who is now deceased, was President of Rosenberg Brothers, dried fruit-merchants, 
334 California Street, San Francisco. It is reported that Louise is the largest 
stockholder and is considered well-to-do, having a substantial bank account in San 
Francisco. The records of the Association also indicate that Richard Bransten, 
her former husband, was at one time employed with Rosenberg Brothers. 


Hartley F. Peart, attorney, San Francisco, California, who was acquainted ‘ 
with all of the members of the Rosenberg family and the Rosenberg firm, confidentially 
advised Bureau Agents that Abraham Rosenberg, father of Louise Bransten, and Max 
Rosenberg, her uncle, were extremely shrewd Jewish merchants who were one hundred 
per cent capitalistic in their views. He stated all other members of the firn 
were extremely conservative and that he was unable to explain the liberal views 
of Louise Bransten, adding that she was regarded as a "black sheep" in the fanily 
and looked upon by many in her social set as a "crackpot" who was being imposed 
upon by Vommunists because of her financial status. He stated that Louise Bransten 
is one of three members of the Board of Directors of the Rosenberg Foundation, a 
benevolent corporate institute established under the will of Max Rosenberg, 

‘Louise's uncle. 


‘Louise Bransten has been a Communist for years and is presently under 
investigation, both as a key figure Communist in the San Francisco Office and as 
a suspect in'the highly confidential investigation of the Comintern Apparatus. 


Relations with Former Wife, Louise Rosenberg Bransten 


Although ‘they are divorced, Richard Bransten and Louise Rosenberg 


Bransten were on extrenel terms until 1945, when a dispute arose as 
to the custody of their as Js more fully discussed hereinafter. 


Correspondence between the pair furnished the San Francisco Field Office >° 
from the home of Louise Bransten by a highly confidential source, includes a sees 
1 Richard to Louise dated May 4, 1939, in which he stated, "The question 
fit is a fundamental one with mee As fundamental as the decision 
I once @ to join the Comnunist Party." ‘This correspondence contains another 
letter from Richard to Louise which discloses that Richard was instrumental in 
organizing the newsletter, "In Fact" and in which he wrote that he desired Louise 
Bransten to serve as West Coast correspondent for that publication. 


There is also a letter dated February 8, 1941, in which Richard advised 
Louise that his wife, Ruth McKemney, had made a will in which Louise Bransten had 
been named trustee in the event of his, Richard's, death. Richard Bransten 
stated, "She is leaving all money, except for a few'small bequests, to you in the 
event of her deathe You will mow what to do with it.....We have no one else to 
depend on who is in the position to be able to handle such money without too much 
spotlighting. I hope you don't mind. 
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Access to the will of ‘Louise Bransten was obtained in a confidential 
manner and a photostatic copy of the will is available in the files of the San 


Fra « The will designates Richard Bransten as legal guardian bé 
° and beneficiary of the residue of the estate of Louise DIC 
Bransten. e will is dated April 17, 1941. , 


The correspondence of Louise Bransten contains another letter written 
‘by Richard in.May, 1943, concerning the opening of a second front. 

| On June 27, 1943, Richard wrote to Louise Bransten that he was in 
serious political trouble over his articles on Congress. In this letter he 
confides freely in Louise with respect to his position with his associates at that 
tine. 


In another letter to Louise dated Septexber 3, 1943, and contained in the 
correspondence at the residence of Louise Bransten, Richard coments on ‘the will 
made by Louise Bransten and that he feels that she should at all tines bé 
attempt to get her money anef 
‘Rosenberg Brothers and Company. He advises her to be-very insistent that her 
father's will be paid off as the will instructs and the proceeds properly 
invested in her complete control. He advises that the principal should not be 
spent or lent but should be invested with very great care. In another letter 
dated Noverber 11, 1943, in which Richard wrote fron 2939 Newark Street, Ne We, 
Washington, D. C., he thanked Louise for her ‘willingness to help out on a book 
or magazine, the identity of which is not disclosed. 


Surveillance by Special Agents of Louise Bransten reveals that in 
January, 1944, she was in Washington, D. C., and on January 4, 1944, she left 
the Statler Hotel and took a cab to Union Station accompanied by a middle-aged 
man, & woman, and two boys. At the station, she and the older boy, believed to  bé 
be | a had been visiting with his father, Richard Bransten, in b7C 
Washington, D. €., boarded the train for Chicago, Illinoise It is believed that 
‘the man who accompanied her to the station was Richard Bransten. 


According to information-supplied by confidential technical and 
microphone surveillances on Louise Bransten and a confidential technica. 
surveillance on the American-Russian Institute at San Francisco, Richard Bransten 
visited at the Louise Bransten residence in San Francisco on August: 29, 1944. 

At that time, ‘Louise endeavored to have Richard meet with Willian Schneidermann, 
California State President of the Communist Political Assoclation. 


‘Louise Bransten, and Max Yergan, colored, arrived in Los Angeles fron 
San Francisco at §:50 AeM., December 29, 1944, and were placed under surveillance 
by Special Agent Malcom. M. Rink in connection with the very confidential ; 
investigation of the Comintern Apparatus. They were met by Jack Gilford, an 
actor, and driven to the home of Edgar Y. (Yip) Harburg, 191 North Bentley Avenue, 
West Los Angeles, the producer of "Meet the People, "Ziegfeld Follies," 
"Bloomer Girl, and several other productionse 
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out of the business, apparently referring tob7c 
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On December 30, 1944, Max Yergan and Louise Bransten mailed-three 
letters, the contents of which were observed by a confidential source not further 

identified in the files. One of these letters was directed by ‘Louise to Larry 

Fanning, c/o San Francisco Chronicle, San Francisco, California. The letter is 

a love letter beginning, "Ny darling," and closing, "Larry, darling, -you have all 

my love — always. Louise." ‘In the letter she states that she and Max were net 

at the station by Jack Gilford and taken to the Harburgs who have a hous 

enough to "Richard's so that she, Louise, could.ride out there to visi 


It is believed that the Richard referred to is Richard Bransten and ‘is 
the[ [Richard and Louise Bransten. bé 
b7C 
The correspondence ‘in Louise Bransten's fates off | ed 
to indicates that Richard Bransten discusses the status of 
with her, and Louise, ‘who contributes considerable suns to the Comnunis 


Political Association in San Francisco, apparently seeks advice from Bransten 
regarding the care and training of their son. According to: the correspondence, 
‘Ruth McKenney, Richard's present wife, once stated that one problem that had' been 
bothering Louise Bransten regarding her son, was the fact that the boy questioned 
Louise Bransten's moral conduct because of her living with one Larry, whom she ' 
plans to marry when he secures a divorce. It is believed that this refers to 
Larry Fanning, mentioned above. 


It is also revealed that Max Yergan, colored, and Lena Hedley have 
recently been. staying ‘with Louise Bransten and they likewise are not yet married. 
According to statements by Ruth McKenney, the problem confronting Louise is that 
of convincing the poy that such conduct is not wrong and that Louise and ‘her 
‘friends are decent people and are doing what they think is right, even though what 
they consider right differs from the accepted standards just as what they believe 
is right in politics differs from the most widely accepted political standards. 


Marriage to Ruth McKenney 


Richard Bransten and Ruth ‘MeKenmey were married August 12, 1937, at New 
Milford,. Connecticut, according to information furnished by Bransten to local 
Draft Board #25A, Fairfield, Connecticut. 


‘tWho's Who" indicates that Ruth McKenney was born November 18, 1911, 
at Mishawaka, Indiana, the daughter of John Sidney McKenney and Marguerite 
(Flynn) McKenney. She graduated from Shaw High School, East Cleveland, Ohio, 
An 1928 and was a student at the Ohio State University from 1928 to 1931. She 
was a reporter for the "Columbus Dispatch” in 1930 and 1932 and a member of the 
staff of the Akron, Chio, "Beacon Journal." She wrote "My Sister Eileen™ in 
1938; "Industrial Valley" in 1939; "The McKenneys Carry On" in 1940; and 
tJake Home," her first novel, in 1943. The play, "My Sister Eileen," adapted 
from the book, opened on Broadway in December, 1940, and ran until January, 1943. 
A motion picture of the same title was produced in 1942. Her home is given as 
Tucson, Arizona, and Hollywood, California, and her office is stated to be 104 
East 9th Street, New York, New York. 
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Richard Bransten and Ruth-McKenney are still husband and wife. 


EVIDENCE OF MEMBERSHIP IN COMMUNIST 


PARTY, USA, AND COMMUNIST POLITICAL 
ASSOCIATION 


Direct Evidence 


Confidential Infornant| __}usie available the 1942 
registration of the Norwalk, Connecticu » branch of the Connecticut Communist 
Party organization, which reflects that the Norwalk professional group had 
“among its members in 1942 two individuals, one male and one ‘female, who.are 
listed as writers. These. individuals may be Richard Bransten and his wife, 

- Ruth McKenney, since they both resided .at that tine in Westport, Connecticut, 
which was included in the territory of the Norwalk branch. 
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A 1943 registration-sheet in the “possession, in May, 1943, of Sadie 
Sokolove, wife of Martin Chancey, Washington, D. C. » Secretary of the Communist 
‘Party, USA, a copy of which was obtained by highly confidential means, lists 
as the third individual one Bruce who is described asa male,, white, 37 ‘years of 
| 4ge, .possessing CIO and “independent union affiliations, a writer by profession, 
eight years a member of the Communist Party, American origin. These descriptive 
data fit Richard Bransten. alias Bruce Minton, and asa matter of confirnation 
it is noted that the second ‘individual on the list is Ruth McKenney, fenale,. white, 
31 years of age, independent union affiliations, a-writer by profession, American 
origin, -eight years in ‘the Comnunist Party. These data would indicate that 
Bransten joined ‘the Comunist Party in about 1935. 


- The confidential microphone surveillance maintained on ‘the Washington, 
D. G., headquarters of the Commnist Party, USA, Rooms 306. and 307, Atlas Building, 
527 9th Street, N. W., Washington, D. c. » Gisclosed.on. October 28, 1943, a 
conversation in which.Jack Katzoff, Merbership Director of the Northwest Branch 
of the Comunist Party in Washington, D.'C., advised Charlotte Young and others. 
present that Ruth and -Bruce:had registered with him. It is probable that the 
registration mentioned was the annual registration of Communist Party members. 


A trash coverage maintained on Charlotte Dubin Young, a functionary, 
Communist Party in Washington, D. C., made available on February 2, 1944, dis~ 
carded. merbership book #37519 .of the Communist Party, District of Columbia, for 
the year, 1943. The book was issued in the name of Bruce Minton and contained 
eight stamps, each of which.indicated the payment of $2 in dues and 50¢ to the 
-Anti-Fascist Fund. 


‘By means of the confidential: microphone surveillance on the headquarters 
of the Communist Political Association, 527 9th Street, N. W., Washington, D. C., 
-Bransten was heard to state on February 21, 1944, that he was ‘moving to Los Angeles 


4 
S t 
& 
1 


and desired a transfer, apparently referring to a transfer from the Communist 
‘Party of the District of Coluribia to the Communist Party in.Los Angeles. ‘James 
Branca, Chairman of the local Party, advised Bransten that he would write to 
Schneidermann, California State Secretary of the Communist Party, USA, regarding 
‘the transfer. Subject was heard to state that he was paid up through February, 
1944, and that his wife, Ruth, was in Tucson, Arizona, was feeling much better, 
and wanted to stay out West forever. 


Information received through the technical surveillance on the head- 
quarters of the Communist Party in. Washington, D. C., revealed that Bruce Minton 
was ‘transferred by the Party from Washington, D. C., and that a Party Transfer Blank 
‘was furnished to him on March 14, 1944. 


The confidential technical surveillance maintained on the Los Angeles 
County Communist Party headquarters revealed that subject, on May 16, 1944, 
contacted Elizabeth Leach, then organizer of the Northwest Section of the Communist 
Party in Los Angeles, who was working in the Los Angeles County Communist Party 
headquarters while the local delegates were attending the national convention in 
‘New -York City. ‘The subject advised Elizabeth Leach that his name was Bruce Minton 
and requested an appointment with her. 


‘Information was developed through the technical surveillance on Carl 
Winter, functionary of the Sommmist Party and the Communist Political Association 
in ‘Los Angeles, that the subject talked to Elizabeth Leach on May 16, 1944, ; 
advising her he was a writer, a Californian by birth, and was interested in 
‘teaching, having recently done some teaching in Washington, D. C. He told. Elizabeth 
Leach, "I an a Party member" and made reference to "two writers in the Party." 
He stated he had been teaching trade unionists in the Party. Elizabeth Leach 
advised him that John Howard Lawson was the head of the Party organization, 
apparently referring to the Northwest Section or the movie industry, inasmuch as 
subject had advised her it would take him a few months to see if he could "get in 
good" with the motion picture angle, apparently referring to employment in. the 
motion picture business. 


Elizabeth teach furnished subject the address of the Northwest Section 
headquarters at 1227 North Crescent Heights, and with the telephone nuzber of the 
Northwest Section, Granite 2940, and stated he could always reach her or Marjorie 
Potts, Northwest Section Mexbership Director, at that address and phone number. 
Subject, George Sandy, Los Angeles Younty Communist .Party functionary, and 
Elizabeth Leach then went out to lunch together. 


A strictly confidential source having access to the headquarters office 
of the Los Angeles County Comunist Party, furnished a new members! assignment card 
which disclosed that Transfer #10627, covering Bruce Minton from Washington, D. C., 
was received April 12, 1944. “he same source furnished official Communist Party 
Transfer Card #10627, made out to Bruce Minton, and disclosing he had been 
transferred from the Comunist Party in Washington, D. C., to Hollywood, California, 
where he was assigned to Branch ‘H of the Northwest Section. 
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The original transfer card, which is retained in the files of the 
Los Angeles Field Division, is dated March 1, 1944, and is signed by E. Searle, 
Secretary. E. Searle is undoubtedly Elizabeth Searle, Secretary of subject's 
former unit in Washington, D. C. 


On August 2, 1944, Special Agent Fred J. Dupuis obtained access in a 
highly confidential manner to a complete list of the members of Branch H of the 
Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Political Association, 
prepared by Kay Ruskin, Membership Director of ‘the Northwest Branch, for Elizabeth 
‘Leach, Northwest Section organizer. The list indicated that Bruce Minton and his 
wife, Ruth McKenney, 1427 North Kings Road, were members of the Northwest Branch» 


On January 16, 1945, the records of Elizabeth Leach were made available 
‘to Agents of the Los Angeles Office in a confidential manner and disclosed that the 
‘Branstens were transferred fron Branch H of the Northwest Section of the Los 
Angeles County Communist Political Association to the 59th Assembly District, Con- 
munist Political Association Club. Minton's 1944 Communist Political Association 
membership card is numbered 44224 and that of his wife is numbered 44225. 


Additional Evidence of Membership in the Communist Party and the Comaunist 
Political Association 


Among the correspondence and other effects stored by the Branstens 
when they left Westport, Connecticut, and confidentially made available by 
Edward C. Nash, proprietor of the E. C. Nash Moving Company, Westport, Con-' 
necticut, was a form letter issued by the New York State Committee of the Com—- . 
‘munist Party, dated March 26, 1937, urging that protests be sent to New York’ b7D 
State Legislators to defeat several measures introduced by Assemblyman Wadsworth. 


Confidential Informant] s—s—~—sSsid tg ‘the Carnegie Steel 
Corporation, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, furnished information on July 19, 1938, that 
the subject was a Communist ‘Party mexber who attended the 10th National Convention 
of the Communist Party. 


The subject reviewed the book, MPemocracy Works," by Arthur Garfield 
Hayes in the "Daily Worker" of March 29, 1939, during the course of which he 
admitted he was a Comauniste 


In a letter dated May 4, 1939, to Louise Bransten, his former wife, 
made available by a strictly confidential source having access to the home of bé 
Louise Bransten, the subject stated, "The question off ]uite is a funda- 9 bic 
mental one with me. As fundamental as the decision I once made to join the Conm- 
aunist Party...eel know that my political views are correct and no-matter how 
unpopular or unacceptable to most people, eventually I will be proven right and 
the majority will exbrace my point of view. 


Miss Julia Nehan, owner of the vremises at 107 West 11th Street, New 
York City, which the Branstens rented for a period prior to August 1, 1939, has 
advised that Richard Bransten was an avowed Communist according to other tenants 
‘in the building. 
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Victor Riesel, Editor of the "New Leader,” 7 East 15th Street, New York 
City, confidentially advised that there is no question that Bruce Minton is a member 
of the Communist Party. This infornation was received January 14, 1941. 


Dr. Roy G. Pierce of the Akron Clinic, Akron, Ohio, stated confidentially 
in 1941 that he is an uncle of Ruth McKenney and that Ruth McKenney and her husband, 
Richard Bransten, are active members of the Communist Party. He stated that Ruth 
MeKenney is the author of "Industrial Valley" and "My Sister Eileen.” He stated 
that both Ruth McKenney and her husband, Richard Bransten, are very intelligent and 
that while they have admitted to him in political arguments that they aro members 
of the Communist Party, they would be too cautious to admit the fact to an out- 
sider. He stated that Ruth McKenney was contributing 10% of her earnings to the 
Party and that both she and her husband had attended schools of instruction in 
dialectic philosophy, sponsored by the Communist Party and taught by an unknown 
chemist who is an aide to Secretary of Agriculture Wallace, in his home in Washington, 
D. Co 


The technical surveillance on Communist Party headquarters, Washington, 
D. C., rovealed on March 7, 1942, that subject questioned the manner in which a 
radio broadcast had been handled and was told by Martin Chancey, Communist Party 
functionary, that he, Chancey, was disappointed in Bruce Minton's attitude and 
indicated that it was not proper for a Commmist to disagree with a decision of 
‘the national officials. 


At en Executive Meeting of ‘the Cormmmist Party held at 30 North Wells 
Street, Chicago, Illinois, Jume 9, 1942, Ben Davis, Negro Secretary~Treasurer 
of "Freedom of the Pross,™ stated, among other things, according to the Military 
Intelligence Division, that "one of our Washington representatives" had spoken 
with Archibald MacLeish of the Office of Facts and Figures relative to Martin 
Dies. Tne Military Intelligence Division advised that the Washington representative 
mentioned was known to be ‘Bruce Minton, correspondent for "New Masses.” 


The correspondence stored by the Branstens at Westport, Connecticut, 
and previously referred to herein, contains an-undated letter from Ruth Bransten to 
her husband in which she stated in part that in a part of a letter he had written 
wherein -he was discussing himself, he was "a splendid Cormunist.” She stated that 
she was just learning to be a good Commumist, that he knew so much: more than she 
did, and that he could teach her, and she could perhaps help him too. 


In another undated letter stored among the same correspondence, Ruth, 
in writing to her husband, describes an outline for a book which subject had 
suggested he would write. In the letter Ruth stated, "I don't like the last 
paragraph. It sounds too mealy~mouthed and we Communists aro always finding 
boys to miraculously say just what we want then to say to give us a convenient 
ending for pieces." he also stated that one Jim Keller had sent her a wire 
asking her if he could have a party for the Branstens. This letter was contained 
in an envelope addressed to "Bruce Minton, c/o Jim Keller, Cormamist Party Head- 
quarters, Everett Building, Corner of Main and Market, Akron, Ohio." 
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In another undated letter by ‘Ruth Bransten to subject,. contained in the 


material stored at Westport, Connecticut, Ruth Bransten spoke of a person whon 


she describes only as "Jr.", and "190,000,0Q0 bucks worth of class enemy." Of 
him she states, "Years from now, after we-have shot Jr. and Marie Lee, and other 
hangers-on up there,, and you are the Comaissar of People's Publications and I: an 
your devoted Secrotary (the Comaissar is very busy today but will be glad to 
shake the hands of the delegation from the Goodyear Workers Rubber Factory) » then 
one night you cen tie-up your long white beard and take time out from your 
exhausting revolutionary duties to-write a little satire beginning, 'Long, long 
ago, when the New Masses had only 40,000 circulation instead of its present 
5,000,000, wo editors needed money and soseeoe?, and then we will tell the 


‘story of Jr." 


In another undated letter to subject, Ruth stated, "iWe think alike 
about the fndenental things, the Party and the way to live our lives.” This 
letter was also contained among tho material stored at Westport, Connecticut. 


Official of Comunist Party 


In the "Daily Worker" for April 19, 1939, there was an article concern- 
ing a celebration. of its fifth anniversary to be. held on May 20, 1959, by the , 
Communist Party of Yorkville, New York. ‘The article stated that "a host of 
national, state, and couty Party dignitaries have joined a list of sponsors for 
the event, They include James Ford, member of the National Comittee; Israel 
Anter, State Chairman; Ella Reeve "Mother" Bloor, of the National Comittee; 
Clarence Hathaway, Editor of the "Daily Worker"; and Bruce Minton, of the "New 
Masses." 
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“ACTIVITIES 


National Conventions, Comuumist ‘Party, USA 


Subject attended ‘the 10th National Convention of the Comamist Part bID 
hold in 1988 according to Confidential Taformant| 
of the Carnegie Steel Corporation, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 


County Conventions, Comzumnist Political Association 


Bruce Minton and Ruth McKenney, members of the Northwest Club of 
‘the Los Angeles County Commmnist Political Association, were among those 
invited to attend as guests the first convention of the Los Angeles County 
Comnunist Political Association on September 24, 1944, at the Park Manor 
Hotel, 2200 West 7th Street, Los Angeles, California, This inforration ‘was 
obtained through a technical surveillance maintained on Max Silver, a 
fLunctionary of the Los Angeles County Comaunist Political Association, 


Meeting of Political Bureau 


Among those in attendance at an enlarged meeting of the Political 
‘Bureau of the Communist Party held September 26, 1941, at Stuyvesant Casino, 
2nd and 9th Streets, New York City, were Bruce Minton and Ruth McKenney, 
according to information received Noverber 1, 1941, from the Military 
Intelligence Service. 


National Cormittee, Communist Party 


An unknown outside source furnished a list of delegates to the 
enlarged National Committee sessions of the Commnist Party held at the 
Stuyvesant Casino, Sth Street and 2nd Avenue, New York City, January 7, 8, 
and 9, 1944, This is said to be the compilation as shown in tho official 
minutes. Bruce Minton, Editor of "New Masses" and in charge of Communist 
‘Party work among Federal employees, and Ruth MeKemey, wife of Bruce Minton, 
-are listed as delegates from Maryland. 


Meetings of the Communist Party and Commmist Political Association 


According to the "Daily Torker" of April, 1939, subject was one of 
the Comzunist Party dignitaries scheduled to attend the celebration of the 
5th Anniversary of the Commmist Party of Yorkville, New York City, to be 
held May 20, 1939, at the New York Labor Temple, 243 East 84th Street, New 
York City. On December 26, 1942, according eee | a 
confidential Negro informant, a party was given at the home of Jewell Mazigue, 
1861 California Street, N. W., Washington, D. C., for possible recruits into 
‘the Cormunist Party. Richard Bransten was the main speaker, and stated he 
was a member of the Commnist Party of tho United States of America; that he 
hoped all those present would become Communists, and if not, that they would 
try to learn as much as ‘possible about the movement and assist in building 
a better Anerica. 
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Subject and his wife attended the Elizabeth Gurley Flynn meoting 
at the National Press Club Audito C., October 1, 1943, 
This information was furnished bd a confidential informant 
of the Tiashington Field Office. 

A house warming was held at Commmist Party Headquarters, 527 9th 
Street, N. W., Washington, D. C., on February 27, 1944, for the purpose of 


displaying +t done in renovating the Party office. 
According to @ colored informant of the Washington 
Field Office, ct was present at the house warming. 


Information was received from the technical surveillance on Elizabeth 
Leach, organizer of the Northwest Section of tho Los Angeles County Commmist 
Political Association that a regular meeting of Branch H' was to be held on 
August 8, 1944, at subjectts residence in.Los Angelos. 
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Another meeting of Branch H, also knowm:as the Sunset Club, was 
held at the residence of Bruce Minton and Ruth McKenney, 1427 Kings Road, 
Los Angelos, on August 22, 1944. The fact that this meeting was scheduled 
was ascertained through the technical surveillance on the residence of 
Elizabeth Leach. Surveillance by Special Agents Fred G. Dupuis and John 
R. Vicars established the fact that this meeting was hold. 


Recruit ing : 


The technical surveillance maintained on Commmist Party Headquarters 
at Washington, D. C. disclosed on February 8, 1943, that Martin Chancey, City 
Secretary of the Communist Party, advised Ruth McKenney that consideration 
was being given to awarding prizes for outstanding work in the recruiting 
drive. Chancey asked her if she would ‘be willing to appear at parties arranged 
by various groups to start the recruiting drive, and advised her that Bruce 
and others were going to appear at least once a week, He requested her to 
tell Richard, her husband, that he was expected at a meeting on Sunday. 


The same source disclosed that on February 12, 1943, a “Lincoln- 
Douglass" meeting was held under the auspices of the Commmnist Party at the 
National Press Club Auditoriun in Washington, D. C. Several days prior to 
‘the neeting Martin Chancey and Ruth McKenney discussed plans for the meeting. 
After agreeing on the program Mr. Chancey requested her to appear at parties 
arranged by various groups to start the recruiting drive. It is believed that 
this referred to a National Recruiting Drive which was inaugurated on May 12, 
1943, in an attempt to recruit 50,000 members into the Communist Party through- 
out the United States. Chancey advised Ruth McKenney ‘that her husband had 

already agreed to appear at one meeting Per “week. 7 

On April 6, 1943, Martin Chancey inquired of Ruth YoKenney as to 
whether she- would’ ve able to attend two mobilizations on the 18th in Baltimore. 
He stated that Bruce would speak at one while she spoke at the other. She 
declined for the reason that she had a guest in the home. This information 
was also obtained through the technical surveillance on the Communist Party 
Headquarters in Washington, D. Ce 
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Records of the Cormmumist Party maintained at Washington, D. C. 
‘by Beatrice Smith: and made available in a strictly confidential manner, con- 
tained a notation dated May 13, 1943, reading "Bob Hurley - I think you 
poople mistook a wisecrack for something else. I have seen him twice since 
you told me and honestly don't see anything wrong. I ‘think he is naive and 
sort of out from the proper contacts. Of course it ‘is possible that he would 
be careful in remarks to me. Can't you observe him for a little longer before 
you decide. I am going to ask Bruce Mintonwhat he thinks about this as he 
gave Bob to me. Will try to have this opinion for you next week." It is 
believed that these remarks were connected with the possibility of recruiting 
one Bob Hurley into the Communist Party, 


Registration of Commumist Party Mexbers 


Through the microphone surveillance maintained on the Commnist 
‘Party Headquarters at Washington, D. C., Jack Katzoff was heard to state 
at a meeting of members of the Communist Party, concerning the registration 
of members, that Ruth and Bruce, had registered with hin, 


fhe same source disclosed on October 29, 1943, that Jemes Branca, 
President of the Communist Party for the District of Columbia, stated at a 
meeting of leaders of the Commmist Party, concerning the registration of 
members, that Bruce would "got tho 'i7.C.tst," apparently indicating that 
subject would obtain the registration of members of the white collar group 
of the Commnist Party. 


Instruction of Classes 


According to the "Daily Worker" of Septenber 4, 1941, in an article 
entitled "Bruce Minton to Teach Class at Tiorkers School" the subject was 
scheduled to conduct a course "America Since the First World War; An Analysis 
of Social and Economic Changes in Our Time" at the New York Tiorkers School 
during the Fall term, The course was to consist of ten lectures to be held 
each Monday evening from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m, beginning on October 6, 1941. 
Registration for the course was being taken, according to this article, 

_ at the Workers School office, 35 East 12th Street, room 301, Manhattan, New 
York. It should be noted that this address was the location of the National 
office of the Cormmmist Party, USA, and now houses the National offices of 
the Commnist Political Association. 


Another article pertaining to the sane course to be taught by 
subject appeared in the "Daily Worker" of September 50, 1941, in an article 
entitled "Keep on Your Toes at Workers School." . The article pointed out 
that Bruce Minton, an editor of "New Masses" and co-author with John Stuart 
of “The Fat Years and the Lean" would teach a course in recent history 
"America Since the First World War: An Analysis of Social and Economic 
Changes in Our Time." 
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| Ja nember of the Executive Comittee of the Allegany 
County, Maryland, Commmnist Party, and a confidential informant, advised in 
December, 1942, that several educational class meetings of the Textile Unit 
of the Communist Party, were held in Cumberland, Maryland,, during October 
and November, 1942, Each meeting was led by Bruce Minton of "New Masses",. 
whose instructions concerned dialectical and historical materialism'as it 
related to the Commnist Party. At a meeting on October ll, 1942, Minton 
discussed the second front. On November 1, 1942, his lesson concerned 
‘Leninism. On November 8, 1942, he lectured concerning the war effort and the 
Allied offensive in Africa. On November 15, he talked on the role of the 
Communist in the present strife, at which time he stated "All Party members 
should, if necessary, shed their life's blood for the President and this 
country.” According to Minton, however, "When the time is ripe to fight for 
Socialism, tho Party's fight will be for Socialism and when the time is 

‘ripe for revolution, the revolution will be.on the Party's agenda." He stated 
that the programs concerning Socialism and the revolution are a long way off. 
In January, 1945, subject apparently was instructing a group of carpenters. 
The technical surveillance maintained on Communist Party Headquarters in 
Washington, D. C. revealed on Jenuary 4, 1943, that Martin Chancey talked to 
Ruth McKenney and after congratulating her on the birth of her baby, asked 
for her husband Richard, and stated that her husband had proved to be a good 
teacher, and that the carpenters liked him very mich. On January 15, 1943, 
according to information emanating from the same source, Martin Chancey 
advised Jules Yanover of the Washington Cooperative Book Shop that "Bruce" 
had ‘been teaching a group of carpenters and would be out for a couple of 
‘week-ends thus needing someone to pinch-hit for him-at 10:30-p.m., apparently 
on Jamary 15, 


The “New York Journal American" on Jamary 13, 1943, stated that 
Bruce Minton, Washington correspondent of "New Masses" would be one of the 
lecturers at a series of lectures announced by the Workers School. 


An announcenent of courses released by the Workers School for the 
winter, spring and fall terms of 1943, indicated that Bruce Minton would be 
one of the lecturers ‘and would lecture on "A History of Postwar America.” 
According to these announcements Minton lectured in 1940 on "The Fat Years 
end the Lean." 


James Branca, City President of the Washington, D. C. Communist 
Party, requested subject to take over the work Martin Chencey had been doing. 
It should be noted that Chancey had been secretary of the Washington, D. C. 
Comunist Party until inducted into the Armed Forces. Subject expressed 
willingness to take over the teaching of classes about January 15, but indi- 
cated he would be leaving Washington in May and that his wife would be 
leaving in a short while. The "Peoples World” published in San Francisco, 
California, contained in its July 13, 1944, issue, a story captioned "Los 
Angeles Groups Study Teheran" in which it stated that the popular interest 
in Earl Browder's book "Teheran-Our Path in Peace and War" had been so great 
that many commmity clubs and other organizations in Los Angeles were conducting 
a series of four lectures on the book, and that the Tiorkers School of los 
Angeles was supplying the speakers who would include, among others, Bruce 
Minton of "New Masses." 


@ confidential informant, advised that 
the first of a Series of Lectures on “Teheran: Our Path in War and Peace” 


sponsored jointly by the Westlake Communist Club and the Echo Park Communist 
Club, was held at the Echo Park Woments Club, 1004 Echo Park Avenue, Los , 
Angeles, California, on August 7, 1944. Bruce Minton was the principal 
speaker and spoke on ‘the topic "A New America in a New World.” 160 people 
attonded the meeting. 


On October 3, 1944, the "Peoples World" stated that an intensive 
course on the economic and political history of the United States during the 
‘past two decades, would be given at the Peoples Educational Center, 1717 North 
Vine Street, Los Angeles, on October 5th. The course was to consist of twelve 
Thursday evening sessions to be conducted by Bruce Minton, West Coast Editor 
of "New Masses." Among the subjects to be covered by the discussions,. 
according to the "Peoples World" were an examination of the economic develop- 
ment of America between the two great wars; the economic crisis and its 
implications; and a re-evaluation of the first and second New Deal Administrations 
and the integration of the third Administration with the first two. Elizabeth 
Leach, organizer of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County CPA, 
mentioned subject as one who would possibly assist Julia Sandy,. Educational 
Director of the Los Angeles County Cormunist Political Association,, in the 
holding of lecture classes, according to information obtained ‘through the 
technical surveillance on Elizabeth Leach. 


A meoting attended by John.Howard Lawson, Communist Party 
functionary in the motion ‘picture industry; Kenneth Howard, John-Stuben and 
Bruce Minton, was held at.Minton's home, 454 North Bristol Avenue, West 
Los Angeles, on March 27, 1945, to formate plans for a four session 
institute at the Peoples Educational Center in Los Angeles. ‘This informa- 
tion was obtained through the technical surveillance maintained on tho 
residence of John Howard Lawson, 


The "prospectus" of the peoples Educational Center, Los Angeles, 
‘for the Spring tern, 1945, lists Bruce Minton as a member of the faculty. 
and furnishes the following biographical data regarding him: "A. B. Harvard; 
Editor of 'New Masses! magazine, 1934-1936; 1938-1940-1941; Washington Editor, 
1941-1944; at present West Coast Editor. Author of 'Men Tho Lead Labor! and 
'The Fat Years and the Lean! in collaboration with John Stuart. Writer of 
screen originals with Ruth McKenney. Taught at New York School League of b7D 
American Writers." According | a confidential inforzant, 
the Los Angeles Tiorkers School, which was opera by. the Com-mnist Political 
Association, was dissolved in Jamary, 1945, after having been in operation | 
for six years teaching Marxist subjects to mexbers of the Communist Party . 
and to members of the Communist Political Association. Subsequent to the 
dissolution of this school it was decided that anti-Fascist instructions would 
be given by the Peoples Educational Center maintaining two schools ‘in ‘Los 
Angeles and Hollywood respectively. An advance school for selected students 
was also to be maintained at Commmnist Party Headquarters in Los Angeles. 
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Elections 


Bruce Minton was referred to as a member of the Comittee of 
Liberals for Amter in the "Daily Worker" of October 21, 1936. ‘The issue of 
the same publication for October 26, 1936, stated that Minton had endorsed 
‘the candidacy of Israel Anter for President of the Board of Aldermen of ‘the 
City of New York. A letterhead of "The Comittee of Professional Groups for 
‘Earl ‘Browder and James WW. Ford" dated September 22, 1936, ‘listed the name | 
of. Bruce Minton as a member of the Comittee, 


The “Daily Worker" of February 18, 1941, announced a "Liberty Ball” 
to comnemorate Washington's Birthday, which was to be held on February 22, 
by the Progressive Committee to Rebuild tho American Labor Party. The Ball 
was announced by a "Comnittee of Actors, Artists, Editors, Musicians,. 
Professionals and Writers, Supporting Progressive Political Action." The 
Comittee asserted that the American Labor Party had polled nearly 500,000 
votes in the previous election and stated "Americats hope lies in the 
building of a Third Party of the People." Bruce Minton was listed as one 
of the sponsors. 


‘Propaganda 


As ‘previously indicated Mr. and Mrs, Richard Bransten moved from 
Westport, Connecticut to Washington, D. C,. during the latter part of 
October, 1941, at which time they stored approximately sixteen cartons of 
correspondence and books which were made available for photographing by lr. 
Edward C. Nash, proprietor of E. C. Nash Moving Company, Westport, Connecticut. 
‘Included among the effects stored were mmerous issues of the magazine 
"The Communist", numerous bound volumes of "New Masses", various publications 
by Earl Browder, "Seven Red Sons" by Raymond Sender, a copy of the new Soviet 
Constitution published in 1936 by International Publishing Company, a 
pamphlet "Songs of the people" which included words and music to "The 
Internationale; "Comintern" and "The Frisco Strike Saga.” Also included 
were several original manuscripts by Bruce Minton ‘to which more detailed 
reference will be made elsewhere in this nemorandun. 


On November 11, 1941, Bruce Minton, Room 220, 945 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, N. T., requested that the Soviet Embassy send hin the Soviet 
Information Bulletin and a copy of Stalints speech. The person to whom 
he spoke at the Brbassy stated that this would be done. This information 
was obtained through the highly confidential technical surveillance at 
the Russian Exbassy, 

Martin Chancey ‘inquired of Ruth McKenney on October 20, 1942, as 
to how he could get into contact with subject, inasmuch as "the organization" 
was planning a Soviet Anniversary meeting on November 8, 1942, and desired 
‘to have a pamphlet prepared which would serve the two-fold purpose of 
program and announcement as to what the Soviet Union means to America. 
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"According to the technical surveillance on Communist Party 
Headquarters in Washington, D. C., Ruth McKenney advised Chancey to try to 
‘locate subject at his office and informed him that she would write the 
pamphlet for him in case he could not get in touch with her husband. 


Vhile the Branstens resided on Easton Road in Westport, Connecticut, 
he received the “Daily Worker" along with certain labor publications, 
according to Henry W. Coley, a’mail carrier at Westport, who furnished the 
information in confidence. 


The subscription list of the "Daily Worker” at Washington, D. C. 
reflects that Bruce Minton, room 220, 945 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W., was 
a subscriber to the "Daily Worker," his subscription expiring February 16,. 
1944, Access to the subscription list was obtained by highly confidential 
means. ' ‘ 


Spani sh Civil War 


A statenent issued by the League of American Writers, 165 - 5th 
Avenue, ‘New York City, was published in the "Daily Torker" of September 1, 
1936. The statement charged that the American press, as a whole, had 
presented a completely false and misleading picture of the military revolt 
in Spain. It was asserted that the American press had been consistently 
unfair to the Spanish people and their elected Goverment. Bruce Minton 
was one of the signers of the statement. 


It has previously been indicated that the subject was in Spain 
curing the Spanish Civil War for the purpose of collecting information 
for publication. On August 6, 1937, he was issued United States Passport 
#468884. In obtaining the passport he stated he intended to leave New York 
August 19, 1937, ‘to act as a nows correspondent for the Niles, Ohio "Daily 
Times" in Spain-and France. ‘The files of the State Department contain an 
affidavit by James L. Wick, 155 East 44th Street, New York City, stating 
that he was editor of the Niles, Ohio “Daily Times" and that he had Bransten 
end Harry Winegard under contract to cover the news in Spain for hin. Mr. 
Sidney Pollatsek, editor of "Fhoto-History" and Richard Storrs Childs, 
President of Modern Age Books, directed letters to the State Department in 
July, 1937, stating that Bransten was to collect material in Spain for 
publication. 


The material stored by the Branstens at Westport, Connecticut, 
at the time they departed for Washington, D. C., contained a letter fron 
‘Eve Ettinger, a letter from Modern Age Books, a letter from James L. ffick 
and an identification card dated at Valencia, Spain. 


The letter written by Eve Ettinger of Columbia Pictures Corpe, 
729 = 7th Avenue, New York City, was dated July 8, 1937, and addressed "To 
Whom it May Concern." ‘Tho-writer stated that Richard Bransten and John 
Stuart had been assigned to gather scenario material in the Spanish War 
areas-and requested all agencies and individuals to extend whatever courtesies 
were necessary toward this work. The letter from Modern Age Books was a form 


Jointly with Mr. Harry Winegard "will send impartial reports." The identi- 


Richard Bransten and twenty-five prominent Anericen editors and writers 


mo guarantee that there would be no repetition of these raids. 


letter addressed "To Thon it May Concern" and signed Richard Storrs Childs, 
‘President, and Louis P. Birk, Editor, Modern Age Books, Inc., 155 East 44th 
Street, New York City. The letter stated that Bransten was wnder contract 
to Modern Age Books, Inc., to collect material and write a book on events 
in Spain. 


Tho letter from.James L. Wick, Publisher of the "Niles Daily 
Tines" was addressed "To Thom it May Concern" dated August 16, 1937, and 
stated that the bearer, Richard Bransten, had been assigned to dispatch 
news and feature articles from Spain to Tlick's newspaper and that Bransten, 


fication card previously referred to was dated at Valencia, Spain, 

October 2, 1937, ‘There were also additional cards dated at the same place 
October 14th and October 21, 1937. The League of American Writers published 
® penphlet entitled "Writers Take Sides" in May, 1938. ‘Photostatic copies 
of the pamphlet are available in the file. The Pamphlet contains short 
summaries of the views of nwcerous writers with reference to the Spanish 
Civil War. Tho statement attributed to Minton is to the effect that every 
Fascist victory furmishes great power to the war makers and undermines all 
democracy. Minton stated that sympathy for the Spanish people was not 
enough, and that the Anerican Neutrality Act permitted Fascist aggressors 
to obtain war materials in this country while cutting off the victins. 

He advocated imsediate passage of the O'Connell ‘Bill which he asserted 
would help the Spanish people defend their democracy, 


Miscellaneous 


‘Bruce Minton was one of the signers of "The Moscow Trials - A 
Statement by Acerican Progressives" which was published on May 3, 1938, 
‘in "New Masses” and which defended the attitude of the Soviet Govermont 
in relation to the so-called Moscow Trials. 


According to information received from an unknown outside source; 


headed by Dr. Charles A. Beard, historian; Dr. Marion Edwards Park, President 
of Bryn Mawr College, and Dr. Mary E. Woolley, President of Mount Holyoke 
College, signed an open letter to Congress requesting defeat of the proposal 
to transfer the Immigration and Naturalization Service fron the Department 

of Labor to the Department of Justice. The signers contended the transfer 
would be dangerous and unnecessary and would contradict the American policy 
with respect to imnigrants.. The letter pointed out that the Department of 
Justice was responsible for the "Palmer Raids of 1920" and that there was 


A list of persons signing a letter directed to Governor Olson of 
California, petitioning hin to free Sam Darcy, a Communist extradited to 
California to face prosecution for perjury, was published in the "Daily 
Worker" of December 19, 1940, 


- 2] = 


A farewell party in honor of Willian Dodd, Jr., who was leaving 
for the Soviet Union, was given in October, 1941, in New York. According 
to confidential informant a of the Executive Cormittes 
of the llth Assembly District Club, Commmist Political Association, New 
York City, admission was $1.00 per person and all proceeds were to be 
donated to the Russian jlar Relief at a Madison Square Garden Rally to be 
held October 27, 1941. The informant advised that among the guests were 
many prominent Communists, including Bruce Minton, Mike Quimn, Dave Green, 
Ben Davis, Jr, William Blake and Max Yergan. Bruce Minton, Washington 
Editor of "New Masses", was one of the signers of “a message to ‘the Bouse 
of Representatives" in January, 1943, sponsored by tho National Federation 
for Constitutional Liberties and demanding abolition of the Dies Comittee, 
according to a copy of the message available in the files. 


On March 30, 1943, "New Masses" printed an article by Bruce 
Minton advancing the reasons for the execution of Hendrik Ehrlich and Victor 
Alter, Polish Social Democrats, by the Soviet Goverment in December, 1942, 
. She articlo stated that the facts concerning Ehrlich and Alter were knowm 
in Washington, but had been secured-only from the Polish Embassy, and that 
‘the Red-baiting press had printed information only from this source. The 
article continued that most of the agitation against the executions had ‘ 
cone from professional Soviet-haters, a few liberals, and a few labor 
figures who had been misled, The article stated "It is disruption spread 
by professional Soviet baiters at a critical moment in the war and American 
history. It is deliberate disruption characterized by an attempt to suppress 
the truth." 


A campaign to havo President Roosevelt "pardon" Harry Bridges was 
promised support by Bruce Minton, editor of "New Masses", according to the 
Military Intelligence Service. A confidential report from that agency states 
that a campaign slated to be given full Communist Party backing was enlisting 
‘the broadest possible support for a plea to President Roosevelt to "pardon" 
Harry Bridges. Morris Childs, Commmist Party State Secretary for Illinois 
end Indiana, stated, according to the’ Military Intelligence Service, ‘that | 
the Communist Party Political Bureau ‘had the assurance of the Party's 
Washington correspondents Adem Lapin of the "Daily Worker": and Bruce Minton 
editor of "New Masses." ‘ 


MEMBERSHIP IN OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 


National Comittee for. the Defense of Political Prisoners, 


Later Known.as the National Committee for Peoples Rights. 


Joseph & Gelders testified beforo the La Follette Comittee in 
Washington, D. C., on January 14, 1937, that he was tho Southern Representative 
of the National Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners, which he 
described as "An-organization of persons who are interested in -the maintenance 
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of civil rights, in the interest of maintaining democratic government, in 
maintaining such conditions which will prevent political imprisonments and 
not having any persons who are-arrested because of their opinions or their 
economic situations or their economic struggles, race, religion and for 
various other such reasons." Bruce Minton was listed as a mexber of ‘the 
National Comittee for the Defense of Political Prisoners. 

a confidential informant of the Chicago Field office, ae 
informed Bruce Minton was.a member of the National Comittee 
for the Defense of Political Prisoners, also nom as the National Comnittee 
for ‘Peoples Rights. He stated that the National Comittee for the Defense 
of Political Prisoners was formed in 1931 as an outgrowth of the Commnist 
Comittee for the Defense of Southern Political Prisoners. 


A photostatic copy of the letterhead of the National Comittee for 
Peoples Rights, formerly the National Comittee for the Defense of Political 
Prisoners, as of Decexber 3, 1938, reflects that Bruce Minton is listed as 
a member of the Comittee. vJohn Howard Lawson was listed as treasurer; 


Rockwell Kent as Chairman and Joseph S. Gelders as Southern Representative. 


In.September, 1939, information was received from Mr. F. H. Ackerman, 
Inspector in Charge of the Post Office at Atlanta, Georgia, that the name of 
Bruce Minton appeared on a list of names of members of the National Comittee 
for Peoples Rights, formerly known as the National Comittee for the Defense 
of Political Prisoners. 


Trash recovered from office space vacated by the National Comittee 
for Peoples Rights indicated that in April, 1941, Bruce Minton was listed 
as a menber of ‘the National Comittee for Peoples Rights in or near New York 
City, who was eligible for election to the Executive Comittee. In 192 the 
purpose of this organization was stated to be to defend persons prosecuted 
on charges basically political and economic in nature, and to defend victins 
of Fascism and ‘the fight against Fascisn. 


International Labor Defense 


the letterhead of the International Labor Defense as of June 20, 1938, 
listed Vito Marcantonio as a National President and Willian L. Patterson as first 
Yice President. ‘Bruce Minton was listed as a menber of the National Advisory 
Board on a printed list attached to the Aetterhead. FPhotostatic copies of the 
letterhead and the printed list are available in the files. Walter S. Steele of 
the "National Republic! and Chairman of the American Coalition Comittee on 
National Security testified before the Dies Committee and stated that Bruce Minton 
was a wember of the National Advisory Board of the International Labor Defense 
as of July 12, 1938. Volume 10-of the House Comittee Investigating un-American 
Activities reflects on page 5982 that Benjamin Gitlow, former Executive Secretary 
of the Commnist Party, USA, appeared before the Comittee on Tuesday, October 17> 
1939. He testified he was one of the original founders of the International _ 
Tabor Defense in 1925, and was a mexber of its leading Comittee fron 1925 to 1929, 
and that the original National Comittee was dominated by Cosmmmnists. He stated 
that among ‘the prominent Communists on the National. Comittee were Benjamin Davis, 


Robert Minor, Rockwell Kent and Bruce Minton. 
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League of American Writers 


According to information received from an wiidentified source, the 
League of American Writers, 381 Fourth Avenue, New York City, was established 
-at the Congress of American Revolutionary Writers at New York City on 
. April 2 to 27, 1935. Signers of the call for the initial congress included 
such known Communists as Earl Browder, Clarence Hathaway, and Alexander Trachten- 
berg. Among its aims and purposes was ‘that of enlisting writers in all parts 
of the United States in a national cultural organization for peace and democracy 
and against Fascism and reaction. During 191, the National Board Meubers 
included Ruth McKenney and Bruce Minton, Easton Road, Westport, Connecticut. 
A three-page circular was received by the Bureau from Courtney Riley Cooper 
on June 6, 1939. the circular was a "call to the Third American Writers. Congress" 
to be held in New York City, June 2, 3 and, 1939. It urged all writers to 
apply for membership in the congress and indicated that one of the topics to 
be discussed at the congress was "Cooperation of this Country with Other 
Nations and Peoples Opposed to Fascisn - Including the Soviet Union, which 
has been the most consistent defender of peace." One of the eighty individuals 
signing the call was Bruce Minton. 


The Chicago "Herald American” contained an article dated at New 
York on June 9, 19k1,. entitled "Red Scribes Cheer Air Strikers" which contained 
the following statement: "Hewing true to the Communist Party ‘line, the Red- 
dominated Fourth American Writers Congress came to a close at the Hotel 
Comnodore last night by xushing through a page-of resolutions condoning 
defense strikes and condesning tattacks! on Harry Bridges, West Coast labor 
agitator." Among those elected to the National Executive Board of the Congress 
were Ruth McKenney and Bruce Minton. 


he Fifth Congress of the League of American triters was scheduled ; 
to be held on Septesber 17 to 19, 1943, in Hollywood, Calif the oan 2 
auspices of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization according 
a confidential informant and former menber of the Communist Party in les 
Angeles. Among those signing the call for the Fifth Congress were many Communist 
Party line followers, including Bruce Minton and Ruth McKenney. 


American Peace Mobilization 


Bruce ‘Minton and Ruth McKenney were among the endorsers of a call 
to the Anerican People's Meeting for Peace to be held in New York City April 
Sand 6, 19h1. ‘The call was issued by the Arts Division of the American 
Peace Mobilization. ‘the "Daily Worker," in announcing the call, stated ‘that 
scores of celebrities in the arts warned that participation in the war would | 


severely endanger a free American culture. 


Schappes Defense Committee 


’ A list of sponsors for the Schappes Defense Cormittee received from 
an unidentified source contains the name of Bruce Minton. ‘This committee 
‘was formed to raise funds and help defend Morris U. Schappes, former instructor 
at the City College of New York, who was prosecuted for perjury comitted.during 
an inquiry into Comunisa in educational institutions in New York State and 
sentenced to eighteen to twenty-four months in prison. 


Washington Book Shop 


fhe records of the Washington Book Shop, Washington, D. C., access 
to-which was obtained in a highly confidential manner, disclosed that Bruce 
‘Minton, 2939 Newark Street, Nortimvest, appeared on the membership list of the 
Washington Book Shop with the expiration date of November 13, 1942. The 
expiration date does not necessarily indicate ‘that the menbership has expired. 


SPEECHES 
Communist Party and Cormmnist Political Association 


Among the material stored by the ‘Branstens at Westport, Connectiat, 
when ‘they left that city and made available by Edward C. Nash, proprietor of 
the E. C. Nash Moving Company, Westport, Connecticut, was a letter to subject 
‘fron Granville Hicks, 2263 Burdett, Troy, New York, in-which Hicks stated: 
StSometime ago, I promised the section organizer that I would get up a meeting 
the next tine I-went to NYC. The section is-very poor and' there is-no 
chance of raising much money around here. I have therefore pronised to speak 
June 17, and have got John Howard Lawson to speak. J want you to join-us ee. 
in view of ny rélease, free speech is the obvious thene .... you will talk on 
California. # 


The Office of Naval Intelligence advised on November 18,.1939, that 
infomation had been received fron a source of unimown reliability indicating 
that Bruce Minton had spoken against Martin Dies in Philadelphia under the 
sponsorship of the Commmnist Party. 


The "Daily Worker" of April 13, 1940, in an article captioned 
‘Philadelphia Anti-Dies Rally to Hear Noted Authors," stated that Ruth McKenney 
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and Bruce Minton, among others, would speak at amass meeting in Town.Hall, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on April 14, 1940, in protest against the Dies 
Cosmittee!s unconstitutional raids and seizures of material fron the Commnist 
Party and the International Workers Order offices at Philadelphia. 


Martin Chancey, City Secretary of the: Commnist Party, Washington, 
D. C.,. prior to his induction into the Armed Forces, advised "Ruth" that - 
he had talked to "Bruce" and ‘the latter did not.appear to be interested in 
making any talks. Ruth stated she was sure that he would do it and that she 
‘would talk to him. ‘This information‘was secured through the technical 
surveillance on Communist Party Headquarters at Washington, D. C. 


On April 29,.1942, Martin.Chancey and subject discussed a luncheon 
‘they were arranging for the following Saturday and.a meeting for the following 
night and it was-verified that Sam Darcy, Bill Taylor, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn 
and the subject would speak on the Browder:case. According to the technical : 
surveillance on Commnist Party Headquarters in-Washington, D..C., the subject 
agreed to speak on the topic, "May Day and What it Means to Labor." The 
same technical surveillance disclosed that in April, 192, Martin Chancey . 
discussed with Mary Ginsberg a:Comrmnjst meeting which was to be held on 
April. 30, 1942, at which Bruce Minton was to be the leading speaker. Mary 
Ginsberg reportedly sold one hundred tickets for this meeting. 


A throw-away available in the files discloses that the Communist 
Party, 527 Ninth Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C., advertised an "open 
a-second front rally “and May Day celebration" for April 30, 192, at the 
National Press Auditorium. The speakers listed in this circular were Samuel: 
Darcy, Secretary of the Communist Party of Pennsylvania, Bruce Minton, "New 
Masses" Washington: correspondent, and William Taylor, Negro leader and Chair- 
man of the Communist ‘Party of Maryland. 


Special Agents Stephen A. Suith and Michael Joseph Connolly attended 
the meeting at the National Press Club on April 30, 1942. Bruce Minton spoke 
and warned against sixth columists. He stated he was proud that'"New Masses" 
had taken:action against ‘the Cliveden Set. He jokingly referred:'to the million 
dollar suit pending against "New.Masses" for libel in connection with the 
articles in that publication on the Cliveden Set. Other speakers ‘were Sanuel 
Darcy, William C. Taylor and Martin Chancey, who presided as chairman. 


On.April 3, 1943, according to the technical surveillance on Martin 
Chancey and his wife, Sadie -Sokolove, Washington, D. C., subject advised 
Chancey that he was to speak that night but did not know where. Chancey suggested 
that he contact Sam Feinstein or Hyman Colodny who would’be able ‘to tell hin. 


A mimeographed message addressed "Dear Comrade't, which referred to 
a special meeting of the City Council of the Washington, D. Ce,. Commnist Party 
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Friday, June 25, 1913, at Moses Hall, was furnished yf BIDS, 
a confidential informant and member of -the Commnist Party 
and of the City Council. The meeting was described as an anniversary 
conference concerning the "Daily Worker." Comrade Adam Lapin, Washington 
correspondent for the "Worker," ‘was scheduled to speak. According to the 
confidential -informant, Lapin did not appear at the meeting and his place 
was taken by Bruce Minton. Minton stressed the importance of reading the 
"Daily Worker!t and stated it was far superior to other papers and presented 
the ‘point of view of the comnon people. The technical surveillance on 
Commnist Party headquarters in Washington disclosed on June 29, 1943, that 
an unidentified. man stated that Bruce Minton had given an excellent talk 
on the benefits of reading the "Worker." 


On July 21, 1943, subject made an appointment with James L. Branca 
‘to review some material which he had read and liked. On the following day, 
Emanuel Levin, who succeeded Martin Chancey as City Secretary of the Communist 
Party, was advised ‘that subject would meet with him concerning the writing 
of a radio program. Levin subsequently stated that subject would take part 
in this program which was heard.over Station WINK on August 1, 1943. Emanuel. 
Levin contacted Ruth McKenney on July 26, 1943, and informed her that a 
stencil was being made of her script referring to a radio dramatization she 
had written of Earl Browder's book "Victory and After't for a radio program to 
be sponsored by the Commnist Party of the District of Columbia on August l, 
193. ‘Bruce Minton was scheduled to speak in connection with the. broadcast. 
The foregoing information was received through the technical surveillance on 
the Commnist Party Headquarters at Washington, D. Ce. 


Through the technical surveillance on Martin Chancey and his wife, 
Sadie Sokolove, it was Leamed on July 28, 1943, that subject would be the 
narrator on the radio program to be heard over WINK on August l, 1943. ‘Norman 
Reed, Program Director, confidentially advised that the Communist Party of 
the District of Columbia made a fifteen minute broadcast of a radio script 
written by Ruth McKenney of Earl Browder's book "Victory and After" on ; 
August 1, 1943, over WINX. Bruce Minton was heard as the narrator and Doxey 
Wilkerson as the voice of Earl Browder. 


An-unknown ‘man advised James Branca, City Chairman of the Washington, 

D. C., Commnist Party, at 3:55 p.m. on August 7, 1943, according to the 
technical surveillance on Commnist Party Headquarters, that a group was 
wanted to broadcast in Baltimore on the following Thursday. Immediately 
thereafter, Branca contacted subject and furnished him with this information. 
Subject. stated that he would :not be able to participate as he was leaving 

town the next week. According to the same source, Emanuel Levin talked to 
Doxey Wilkerson on August ll, 19,3, and informed him he had ‘been trying to 


OF te 


get in touch with subject and that "their! attorney (apparently the attorney 
for a radio station) objected to the use of the transcript and wanted to. 
elininate all references to Martin Dies. Levin told Wilkerson he could get 
in touch with subject at 2939 Newark Street, Northwest. Wilkerson stated he 
‘would take an attorney to Baltimore that day to talk to "their attorney and 
that if "their" attorney would not allow a transcript, it would be necessary 
to get a cast together. : 


— On August 12, 193, .a broadcast in the fora of a playlet dramatizing 
portions of Earl Browder's "Victory and After"! was given over Station WFBR in 
Baltimore, Maryland, from 10:15 to 10:30 p.m. Payment ‘for the fifteen mimte. 
interval was nade by the Commnist Party of Baltimore. The script was written 
by Ruth McKenney and the cast consisted of Bruce Minton of "New Masses," James 
Branca, Chairman of the Communist Party, Washington, D. C., Doxie Wilkerson, 
Vice Chairman of District 3 of the Commnist Party and others. At the 
conclusion of the program, it was announced that "Victory and After could 
be obtained by addressing a letter containing ten cents to the Communist 
Party of Baltimore, 201 West Franklin Street. The source of the information - 
set out in this paragraph is not identified. ' 


Bag 
Ja nember of the Communist Party and.a confidential ae 

informant, advise @ Communist Party held a mass meeting supporting 

the Office of Price Administration at the Unity Baptist Church on Third Street 

between D and E, Washington, D. C., on Septenber Uj, 1943. Only the minister 

and two members of the Church were present in addition ‘to Commnist Party 

mexbers of the Northeast Branch. Bruce Minton delivered the introductory 

address expressing the need for a second front and the necessity for unity on 

the home front ‘to help win the war in 193. 


A copy of a mimeographed letter of the "Daily Worker" to its sub- 
scribers advertising a meeting to be held on November 26, 193, at 121 Tf Street, 
mest, Washington, D. C., was furnished by confidential informant[ | b7D 
iene The letter indicated that Bruce Minton, Washington crorespondent 
for "New Wasses," would be the speaker and would talk on the "twentieth 
ammiversary of the 'Daily Worker'." The informant advised that Minton ‘stressed 
the alleged fact that the "Worker" was the only paper which had fought for 
‘the rights of the people in the twenty years of its publication. He emphasized 
‘the influence of the "Daily Worker" which he stated wider-than the people who 
actually read it since they influenced others by discussing its feature articles. 
As an example, he stated that Ben Davis had received a large number of non- 
Commnist votes in the New York City election. 


| eae informed that the meeting of November 26, = ?/D 
1943, referr 0 @ preceding paragraph, was planned at a special Committee - 
meeting of the Commnist Party for the District of Columbia on November 12, 193. 
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A throw-away advertising a talk by subject at the Echo Park Women's 
Club, 100) Echo Park Avenue, Los.Angeles, California, on August 7, 194, states 
that Bruce Minton would discuss "A New America in a New World." The ‘throw-away 
indicated it-was issued by the Echo Park and Westlake Communist ‘Political 
Association Clubs. 


‘Relative to the same speech, an article was also published in the 
"People's World of August 6, 194. The:article. stated that Minton would answer 
the questions "Will there be jobs in the postwar world?! and ‘Will there be 
permanent peace?" and would present a blueprint for a new America ‘in a.new 
world. It-stated the meeting:was the first of four sponsored by the Echo 
Park and Westlike Clubs of the Communist Political Association with prominent 
speakers whose topics would comern Earl Browder's ‘"Teheran: Our Path in 
‘Peace and War. The “People's World" for August 7,. 1944, carried an.announce- 
ment concerning the same speech which disclosed that admission for the series 
' of four lectures would be $1.20 and for single lectures fifty cents and that 
‘the lectures were-under ‘the auspices of the Echo:Park and Westlake Clubs of 
the Commnist Political Association. 


The talk by subject on August the. Wonen's bp : 
Club was heard by confidential informant a member of 
the Communist Political Association. Acco : > the subject 


stated among other things that the capitalistic system can enjoy an era of 
prosperity for sometime if it maintains a cooperative and friendly attitude 
between itself and the Soviet Union. He stated that the position of Communists 
ain the country must be one of cooperation with capitalists and of leadership 
among the people toward a more liberal form of capitalism and that because 
they are Marxists-and: believe in Socialism, their position mst be that of 
educating and leading the masses. Minton stated that the large majority of 
the people lack understanding politically and are not yet ready for Commnisn. 
fhe meeting was attended by 162 people. 


The "People's World" of August 12, 19h, contained an advertisement 
indicating that Bruce Minton would deliver the first of four lectures on 
problems concerning the postwar world at the Rudack Studios, 7213 Beverley 
Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, on August 14, 19l), under the auspices of 


the 59th Assembly District group.. 


Mrs. M. Shrimpton, hl South Ogden Drive, Los Angeles, California, 
furnished an invitation to a meeting to hear Bruce Minton discuss "Soviet 
Russia's contribution to world democracy at the Carthy Center School, _ 

ic and Crescent Heights Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, on Novexber 29, 
19h, under the auspices of the 59th Assembly District, Commnist Political 
Association. The invitation indicated that the meeting was ‘to be in celebration 
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of eleven years of American-Soviet friendship and twenty-seven years since the 
‘birth of the Soviet Union. 


Other Speeches 


The 30th amiversary rally of "New Masses't, held on February 16, 191, 
‘was described in the February 17, 191 issue of the "Daily Worker." 1,500 ; 
persons alleged to have attended and to have heard a speech by Earl Browder. 
Previous speakers were listed as Joe North, Bob Minor, Dr. Harry F. Ward, 
William Gropper, Dr. Max Yergan, and Bruce Minton, all of whom were said to 
have paid tribute to "New Masses.'* Ruth McKenney, "one of ‘the 'New Masses! 
‘editors, conducted the meeting as chaimman. : 


= According ‘to ‘the "Daily Worker" of March 20, 191, Dr. Harry F. 
Ward was scheduled to address the first. anniversary celebration meeting of 
‘the Fordham Forum on March 21, 1941, at 2413 Grand Concourse, The Bronx. 
The "Worker" stated that during the past year, the Forum had presented such 
speakers as Vito Marcantonio, Ruth McKenney, Bruce Minton, Sender Carlin, 
Art Shiélds, Joseph North, and Joseph Starobin. 


Bruce Minton was listed by "New Masses* for October 21, 19h1, as a 
speaker at a meeting called "Interpretation Please't to be held October 31, 
91, at Webster Hall, 119 East llth Street, New York City, under the sponsor- 
ship of "New Masses." This information was furnished by Mr. A. 0. Weiss, 
superintendent of the building at 61 Fourth Avenue, New York City, where 
"New Masses" had its offices at that time. 


Bruce Minton, according to the "Daily Torker" of March 30, 192, 
‘was scheduled to speak on civil liberties in support of the war at a dinner 
opening ‘the anual National Conference of the International Labor Defense 
an New York City. 


The "Daily Worker" of January 27, 1943 asserted that Bruce Minton 
would speak at Webster Hall, 119 East lith Street, New York City, at 2330 pom 
on the following Saturday under the auspices of the New York Workers School 
and would expand upon Earl Browder's recent statement in Seattle that, urf 
‘the reactionaries think they carried the election, they're in for sone 
very serious disappointments." 


It is believed that the same speech was referred to in the "Daily 
Worker" of January 29, 1943, which stated that Minton would speak at Webster 
Hall on January 30, 193, under the auspices of the New York Workers School. 
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Bruce Minton was said by the *#People's World" of September 29, 19hh, 
to be one of three information experts who would appear in a variety show 
sponsored by the Committee for Political Freedom in Industry to be held at 
Hollywood Masonic Temple, 6840 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, 
on October 7, 194. The other two "experts" were listed as Elizabeth Glenn 
(identical with Elizabeth Leach, organizer of the Northwest Branch of the 
Los Angeles County Commmnist Political Association) and John Cohee, a columist 

for the Los Angeles."Daily News." The Comittee for Political Freedom in 
Industry reportedly was organized as a result of discharges from ‘the Lockheed © 
Aircraft Company of employees who asserted they were discharged because they 
were Communists. The Comnittee was attenmoting to raise money to fight the 
case in the courts. 


A picture of subject followed by an article stating that Bruce Minton, 
West Coast editor of "New Masses" would be one of the information experts on 
a variety program to be given by ‘the Comittee for Political Freedom in 
Industry at Hollywood Masonic Temple on October 7, 1944, was published ‘in the 
"People's World" for Septesber 29, 1944. The same issue contained an advertise- 


ment in ‘which the information experts were named as Bruce Minton, Elizabeth BID 
Mec Gu Jon Gee, Messed was eee ed | 
former confidential informant of the Los Angeles Field Office, now deceased, : 
that the anniversary meeting of the 59th.Assembly District Communist Club 
of Los Angeles County, Coxrrsunist ‘Political Association, was held on 
Novenber 29, 19h. ‘The meeting took the form of an open public meeting at 


the auditorium of the Carthy Center School, Olympic and Crescent Hei ghts 
Boulevard, ‘Los Angeles.. Bruce Minton delivered the principal address. 


Among the material stored by the Branstens prior to their departure 
fron Westport, Connecticut, which was confidentially made available by Edward 
C. Nash of the 'S. C. Nash Moving Company, was a flyer, announcing a speech by 
Richard Bransten on April 20 at 1 Valencia Street on the subject of the — 
“Growing Fascist Tendencies in Literature.* The year in which this speech « 
was given does not appear. In the same material, there was a flyer announcing 
a meeting regarding the nation-wide seamen's strike ‘to be addressed by Bruce 
Minton, editor of "New Masses," Friday evening, Noverber 20 at the East 
Platbush Youth Center. The year in which this speech was made likewise 
does not appear. 
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CONTACTS 


Mr, and Mrs. Lincoln Steffens 
(ies. Donald Ogden Stewart) 


According ‘to a report received from Harper Knowles, Secretary of the 
Radical Research Comittee, American Legion, State of California, Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Bransten were in Carmel, California, visiting Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln 
Steffens on July 10, 1936. Idncoln Steffens is now deceased and the then Mrs. 
Steffens is identical ‘with Ella Winters who is now the wife of Donald Ogden 
_ Stewart and who has long been reported as a Communist. 


Earl Russell Browder 
Robert ‘Minor : ; 


Among the correspondence in the possession of Louise Bransten, access 
to which has been obtained in.a confidential manner, is a letter addressed to 
‘Louise Bransten by Richard Bransten on March 1, 19:1, which makes reference to 
the Supreme Court's decision in the Browder case and states, "They were all 
very disturbed about the verdict but Earl is wonderful, calm, fine and in- 
dependent as we all knew he would be. I hear he wants to see John and me - 
what about I don't know unless he wants to urge us in doing the book as we 
planned." Inasmich as John Stuart has been co-author with Richard Bransten 
in the past it is possible that "John" may refer to him. On July 7, 19h1, 
Richard Bransten wrote Louise, "Major efforts should be made to get him 
(Browder) back with us." Ruth McKenney and Bruce Minton, Easton Road, West— 
‘port, Connecticut, wrote a letter to the Bridgeport Post, demanding the 
release of Earl Browder, which was ‘published in the Bridgeport Post of 
September 10, 1941. The letter stated it was a copy of a letter sent to 
President Roosevelt. 


In July, ee a Confidential Informant, advised that ..) ' 
the Bridgeport Comittee o e zens Comittee to Free Earl Browder included : 
Ruth McKenney and Bruce Minton. as at that time acting Recording — 
Secretary of the Communist Party Bradgeport, Connecticut. 


* 


The technical surveillance on Communist Party headquarters, Washington, 
D. C., disclosed that on October 12, 1942, Earl Browder and Robert Minor 
were week-end guests of Ruth McKenney in Washington, D. C. 


Through the same source it was learned on December 18, 1942, that 
subject informed Martin Chancey, City Secretary of the Comunist Party for the 
District of Columbia, that he had seen Earl (Browder) the preceding Wednesday 
at a staff meeting of the magazine New Masses" in New York, at ‘which they 
discussed "Darlanism and production. Subject told Chancey that Browder 
states things in a way that is very rounded and full, 


Among correspondence ‘passing between Richard and Louise Bransten 
from Varch, 1939, to September, 1943, made available through confidential 
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means, Earl and Irene Brower and George Seldes are mentioned. The corres- 
pondence indicates Richard Bransten has somewhat frequent association with 
Edrl Browder and that in April, Agljl, Browder requested subject not to leave 
his job with "New Masses" because he, Browder, would feel easier with Bran- 
sten onthe magazine for the next period. ‘This would refer to the period 
when Earl Browder was committed to prison. The correspondence'indicates that 
Seldes is a personal friend of Louise Bransten as well as of the ‘subject. 


Jerone Tsaac Roman, with aliases 


On March 3, 1943, Minton conversed ‘with V. J. Jerome, aka Jerome 

Isaac Roman of New York, member of the National Committee of the Communist > 
Party, USA, according to the technical surveillancé on Communist Party head- 
quarters in New York City. Their conversation was very guarded but apparently 
referred to sone proposal in which they hoped to obtain the cooperation of 
Roger Baldwin, Chairman of the American Civil Liberties Dnion. 
met ree The technical surveillance on Communist Party headquarters in New 
'. York City also revealed that Jerome Isaac Roman went to Washington,-D. C., in 
July, 19h, where he renained for several days, working with Bruce Minton in 
an effort to unify various antagonistic elements in order to achieve success 
ina drive to repeal the poll tax launched by the National Comittee to Abol- - 
dsh the Poll Tax. The "Daily Worker" of March 10, 1945, stated that a con- 
ference sponsored ‘by the National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax was'held 
in Washington on March 9, 1945, with the combined support of the A. F. of L., 
the CIO.and ‘the Railroad’ Brotherhoods, fepresentartave George H. Bender, Ohio. 
Republican, acting.as Chairman. 


Peter V. Cacchione . 
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn 


- According to the technical surveillance on Communist Party: heade’ 
quarters in Washington, D. C., sudject advised Martin Chancey’on April 13, 
19h2, that he had been in New York and had talked with Peter Cacchione and 
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn and urged the assignment of"a big enough’ fellow to 
nake appeals to the higher-ups in Washington in the Browder case." 


Granville Hicks 


The material stored by the Branstens prior to Aieaitas Westport, 
_ Comecticut, and confidentially made available by Mr. Edward C. Nash of the 
E. C. Nash Moving Company, contained several letters indicating a rather close 
association between the subject and Granville Hicks ‘who appears to have read 
some of subject's manuscripts pene to pUbeeatees and offered suggestions 
for their improvenent. 


Nathan Shilepsky 


Bruce Minton purchased a 1941 Hudson Sedan from Nathan Shilepsky! 
according to a report ‘received from Chief of Police J. A. Dolan, iiestport, 
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gouneotiout Police Senatenants dated’ January 3, 1941. In October, 191, 

Nathan Shilepsky was listed as a tember of the CPA at ‘Westport, Connecticut, 

and had CPA card number 51:20, according to a strictly confidential source . . 
know only to Special Agents Earl Lane, Bernard Ptacek and Leo Sack. Accord=_ 

ing to Henry W..Coley, a mail carrier at Westport, Connecticut, Nathan 

Shilepsky, a real estate operator of Westport, was the original owner of the 

home on Easton Road which was later sold to Edward L. Greenberg who there- 

after sold it to the Branstens. 
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James L. Branca, with aliases. \ 


The ‘technical surveillance on Communist Party headquarters, Wash- 
ington, D. C., indicates that Bransten has been in rather frequent contact 
with James:L. Branca, Chairman of the Communist Party for the District of 
Columbia. According to this source such contacts occurred on May h, 193, . 
June 18, 1943, July 21, 1943, and October 22, 1913. 


Martin Chancey - x = , 


Subject was also in frequent contact with Martin ‘Chancey who was 
City Secretary of the Communist Party in Washington, D. C., prior to his 
induction into the Armed Forces. The technical surveillance on Communist , 
Party ete tora Tovestod contacts ‘between subject and Chancey on April 
29, 1943, and d e week of April 12, 1943. According to Confidential bIp 
Informan and ‘the technical surveillance on Martin Chancey, 
a party was given in honor of Chancey on “April 29, 1943, because of ‘his’ 
pending induction into the Army. The subject was present‘at the party. The 
technical surveillance on Chancey further revealed that on May 8, 193, 
‘Chancey stated that Bruce Minton was an excellent worker. - : 


be 


Emanuel Levin 


Emanuel Levin, former Secretary of the Comaunist Party for the « 
District of Columbia, was able to furnish Bruce Minton's telephone number 


‘on October 25, 1943, to an individual who contacted CPA headquarters, accord- 


ang to the technical surveillance on the headquarters. On July 22, 193, 
the ‘same source disclosed that Emanuel Levin contacted a woman, believed to 
be Ruth McKenney, who stated that Richard, her husband, would meet later with 
‘Levin to discuss a radio transcript. : 


Elizabeth Searle 
At a.meeting of the Communist Party leaders in the District of 


Colunbia on February 9, 19), Elizabeth Searle, a functionary of the local party, 


was overheard by means of the technical surveillance at Communist Party head- 
quarters to renark that Bruce » apparently referring to the subject, was doing 
good work. It will be recalled that Elizabeth Searle, as Secretary, signed 
‘the transfer card of Bruce Minton when he transferred his Comounist Farty 
affiliations from Washington to Los Angeles. 


Jewell Mazique . : 


On December 26, 192, Jewel Mazique, A Communist Party menber, | 
spoxe to Martin Chancey concerning a Christmas party, at which time she in- 
quired whether he had invited Bruce Minton. He stated he had not but that 
she could reach him at Woodley 2779. This information was-received by means 
of the technical surveillance on Communist Party headquarters. 


Jack and Amn Zucker 


Subject invited Party members Jack and Ann Zucker to his hose for a 
party on December 26, 193, according. to the technical surveillance maintained 
on the CIO National Maritime Committee. 


- Eva Lapin 
. James Branca inquired of Eva Lapin on October 22, 1943, whether she. 
could get someone to help in connection with an undisclosed project and she 


suggested ‘subject and his wife, according to the technical surveillance on» : 
Communist Farty headquarters in Washington, D. C. 


Oscar Weatherford 


On September 7, 1944, the technical surveillance on Comtunist Party 
headquarters disclosed that Oscar Weatherford, at Communist Party headquarters, 
called Woodley 2779 and left a message with a woman to have Bruce contact him 
when he arrived at the "Daily Worker." : 


Albert E. Blumberg 


The subject contacted Comunist. Party headquarters, Washington, 
D. C. y on October 30, 193, and inquired concerning the whereabouts of Albert 
Blumberg, a leading Maryland Communist. : ; 


‘Al Lannon 


a Al Lannon of Baltimore advised James L. Branca at ‘Communist Party | 
_ headquarters that there would be a big demonstration - and international 
unity rally -'on Sunday. He requested Branca ‘to ascertain whether Bruce 
Minton or Eva Lapin could cover the rally for the "Daily Worker." Al Lamon 
‘was head of the Communist Party of Maryland and Baltimore. 


Hoyt Haltidock Pi if | : 


_ ‘The technical surveillance on the CIO Maritime Committee disclosed ° 
on Noveaber 22, 1943, that the subject inquired of Hoyt Haddock as to whether 
he ‘knew anyone in the Technical Divigion of the Soviet Purchasing Commission, 
Subject also made an appointment with Haddock for the following day. ‘The same 
technital surveillance disclosed in Yebruary, 19h, that Hoyt Haddock fre- 
quently contacted.Bruce Minton and furnished him material for his articles. 
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‘Bjorne Yngvare Halling : ~ 


» 


Subject had an appointment with Bjorne Yngvare Halling, Secretary 
of the CIO Maritime Committee, on. September 1, 1943, to obtain any information 
‘Halling might have for him and also to give Halling some information, accord- 
ing to the ‘technical -surveillance on'the CIO Maritime Committee. On October 
18, 2943, the.same'source disclosed that Bransten snared of Halling as to 
‘whether he had any meatene material for hin. 


“Registration sinsste of the Communist Party, furnished Special kent 
Steven H. Smith by a highly confidential source, contained a sheet dated 
December 5, 1942, which sets out information relative to a white male, thirty- 
‘three years old, employed as an office worker and affiliated with the CIO, 
who had been in’ ‘the Communist Party eight years and was of Norwegian national - 
origin. - anes descriptive data fit ‘Bjorne Yngvare Halling. 

“On, June 12, 193, according to the technical surveillance on “the 
CLO National Maritime Committee, the subject stated that his wife intended to 
write a novel, using the National Maritime Union as a background. He expressed 
a desire to use the National Maritime Union files for research and stated one 
‘of the employees of the National Maritine Committee in Washington offered his 
assistance, if desired. 


Fedor T. Seekhovs First Secretary of the Bubassy ‘of -the USSR 


According to the highly confidential technical surveillance at ‘the 
Russian Enbassy, Bruce Minton of "New Masses" magazine, advised one Orekhov 
at the Enbassy that he had something very iniportant he would like to see hin 
about and that he was an a hurry. An appointment was made for 10:00 a.n. 

that day. Officials ofthe Embassy of the USSR, listed on page 86 of the 
Congressional Directory, February, 1945, include one Fedor T. Orekhov, First 
Secretary. 


Tinofiev, Embassy of USSR . , 


' According to the highly sontidential - ‘technical surveillance at the 
Russian Enbassy, the subject wrote a letter on September 16, 192, at the 
_ request of one Timofiev at the Enbassy, requesting persdssion ‘to reprint an 
article set forth in the Enbassy bulletin.. No reference to Timofiev is made 
+ 4n the listing of officials of the Soviet Embassy on page 86 of “ Congres- 
sional Directory, February, 1915. 
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Geraldine Suenee 
By means of the technical surveillance on the CIO National Maritine 
Committee, subject was overheard on December 1, 193, to discuss a pamphlet 
issued by the Federal Reserve Board entitled "Weekly Review of Foreign 
Periodicals" with Geraldine Shandros, Legislative Representative of the 
American Communications Association, and.a menber of the Cosnunist “Party. ° 
Information was received from the same source during the atter part of 1913 
, indicating that Geraldine Shandros frequently furnished information to subject. 
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carl Winter os : 


The technical surveillance on CPA headquarters in Los Angeles, 
indicated that subject has been in close contact with Carl Winter, until 
recently, President of the Los Angeles County CPA, and that Winter had 
_ attended meetings at subject's home. ‘Information in possession of the Bureau 
indicated that Carl Winter has now been transferred’ by ‘the Communist Farty to 
Detroit » Michigan. 


* 


Max Silver: | | | ‘ 


The sibiedk conversed with Max Stiver » Secretary Treasurer of the 
_los Angeles County CPA, on October 9, 194, according to the technical sur- 
veillance on the Los ‘Angeles’ County CPA headquarters, at which titehe advised 
Silyer that "New Masses" desired an article on the general political situation 
and ‘information as to whether Roosevelt would, be reelected. Silver referred . 
' the subject toJoe Aidlen’and Michael Fanning, leaders of the Los Angeles 
County Central Dexocratic Committee, for this information. 


t 


: LITERARY VENTURES 
"Th Factl 


According to.a report of Dun and. Bradstreet, 290 Broadway, New York” 
City, "In Fact, Incorporated" was incorporated under the laws’ of New York on 
May 10, 190, with a capital of nine shares of common stock of no par value. 
George Seldes was President and Editor, Richard ‘Bransten, Vice President, and 
San eas Secretary and Treasurer. 


Similar. Suformation was Shtalned from the Credit Bureau of New York 
which disclosed that George Seldes is a brother of Gilbert. Seldes, a well-knom | 
literary figure. According to this source there was an article in the Saturday 
Evening Post of February 15, 191, entitled "Muddled Millions," in which "Mod- , 
ern Age Books, Incorporated" was referred :to.as a Comaunist outlet publishing 
such authors as Bruce Minton and John Stuart. The October 15, 190 issue of 
"In Fact" indicated that George Seldes was the Editor and Bruce Minton was 
Associate Editor and that "In Fact" was launched in May, 190, with the stated © 
purpose of supplying news "for the.part of the American people estimated at 
30,000,000 which has, in several public. opinion polls, expressed its doubts 
‘ag to the honesty of the Ancrican press.' Z 

94-3 Correspondence ‘in the possession of Louise Bransten, access to which . 
was obtained in a highly confidential manner, discloses that on April 19, 
° 190, Richard Bransten advised Louise Bransten that he was instrumental in 
organizing the news letter "In Fact" and. requested her to' serve as West Coast 
SoEReependenys = ' ‘ . 

The eee of the Nanufacturers Trust Company, 32 University Place, 
New York City, ‘reflect that an‘ account was opened at the Queensboro Plaza 
Branch of the Manufacturers Trust Company on April 22, 1940, in the name of 
Richard Bransten, with an initial deposit of $1178.20. On'May 29, 19h0, a 
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transfer was aaa from Bransten's account and was used to open an account at 
the same branch in ‘the name of "In Fact, Incorporated," 29-28 hlst Avenue, 
Long Island City, which was the address also furnished ‘by ‘Bransten in opening 
his account at the same bank on April 22, 1940. Cn June 18, 190, Bransten's 
account was closed by transfer of the balance of $132.80 to the account of 
"In Fact, Incorporated" were George Seldés, President; Richard Bransten, Vice 
President; Sam ‘Beder, Secretary ‘Treasurer, and Rose ‘Euler, Ropiness. Manager. 


Bransten advised Selective Service Local Board #258, Fairfield, ° 
Connecticut, on January 23, 1941, ‘that he was Vice President of "In Fact, 
Incorporated," Chatham-Fhoenix Building, Long Island City, New York, that he ° 
earned $35 a week and had been employed by this company for four years. 


According to the Military Intelligence Service at New York City, 
tIn Fact," a Comnunist publication, was started during the period of the, 
Nazi-Soviet pact. It was thoroughly anti-war and contained several "exposes" 
of ‘the British and. of "warmongers." Since the invasion of Russia on June 22, 
1941, it has been pro-war, thus following, the Commulist Party policies. 


, Information was received from Victor Riesel on January 1h, 191, 
‘that "In Fact" was edited and published by George Seldes and Bruce Minton and 
was strongly backed by the Comunist Party. Mr. Riesel stated that the pub- 
lication was frequently recommended to Party members at Communist Party meet- 
ings as a good paper to read and had on several occasions been offered at a spe- 
clal price, together with other Comuunistic publications. Mr. Riesel asserted 
that there is no question that Bruce Minton is .a member of the Communist Party 
and makes every effort to' give a true interpretation of Comnunist ideas in all 
articles that appear in the publication. 


‘In June, 1941, Mr. Riesel furnished additional information to the 
effect that it was reported that funds for the establishment of "In Fact" 
came from the Communist Party. In this connection it is interesting to note 
that information received ‘through a highly confidential source of the New York 
Field Office, not further identified, on July 31, 191, indicates that during - 
a discussion of the disposition to be made of Communist Party funds, John 
-Willianson (presently a member of the National Committee of the CPA) remarked 
to Roy Hudson (also a member of the National Committee), "It is true we got =~ 
back our money from 'In Fact! and some of his other projects." In the Noven- 


ber, 1943 issue of American Mercury magazine there is an article by Frederick 


Woltman entitled "The Camouflaged Communist: Press" which is devoted to an 
effort by the author to reveal the propaganda and. false front activities of 
various American: newspapers and magazines. Particular attention is devoted 

to the publication "In-Fact," and its Founder George Seldes. Bruce Minton is 
described as "a Party stalwart, Editor of the 'New Masses,'" and Associate 
Editor with Seldes of "In Fact". The article generally asserts that "In Fact" 
follows the policy of a "dope sheet" in printing unverified "news" and /refus-. 
“ing to furnish the sources or the background of the news. The complete switch 
in the Comunist* Party line fron opposition to all. foreign wars prior to the 
German attack on Russia to the position of "a second front now" after the 
attack on Russia is set out in detail. . 
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New Masses" 


Both Richard prapoten: and his wife, Ruth McKenney, have been connected 
with UNew Masses". 7 
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Editor of "New Masses" ' 


The jacket of the book "Men Who Lead Labor", by Bruce Minton and John 
Stuart, indicates ‘that Bruce Minton joined the staff of the "New Masses" in 
1935 and shortly became one of its editors, specializing in labor reporting. , 
It states that he was on leave of absence from the magazine, although serving 
as contributing editor,’ This last statement apparently applies to the period 
when the book was published, which was July, 1937. 


The "prospectus" of the People's Educational Center, Los Angeles, 
California, for ‘the Spring term, 19h5, lists Bruce Minton as a member of the 
faculty and states the following with reference to his connection with "New 
Masses": "Editor of 'New Masses!, 1935-1936, 1238-19,0-19h15 Washington Editor, 
19h1-19hh, a present West Coast editor! 


A letter dated Novenber 2h, 1939, on the letterhead of "New Masses! 
announced a "new Masses" ball celebrating the 28th birthday of the publication 
‘to be held at Webster Hall, 119 East llth Street, New York City, December 2, 
1939. Bruce Minton and Ruth McKenney, among others, were hosts for this affair. 
A copy of this letterhead is available in the files. 


Subject was one of ‘the sponsors of a mass meeting at Webster Hall, 
New York, February 26, 190, under the auspices of the "New Masses" defense 
Committee to protest the Grand Jury investigation of the publication, according 
to confidential Snforsant{ a former functionary of the Comaunist 
Party in Westchester County, Ork.e . 
"New Masses", for January 21, 191, announced that Bruce Minton would 
a be an-charge of a special anniversary issue of "New Masses" to appear in mide : 
* February in celebration of thirty years since the first issue of the magazine 
asses.! 


Qn January 28, 191, "New Masses" stated that John Stuart and Joseph 
Starobin had been added to its Editorial Board. It stated that the Board would, 
thereafter, include Bruce Minton, Ruth McKenney, Barbara Giles, A. B. Magil, 
veespe North, Joseph Starobin and John Stuart. 


In October, Jol, "New Masses" wag occupying the 12th floor at 161 kth 
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Avenue, New York City, according to confidential information furnished by Mr. A. 0, 


Weiss, Superintendent of the building, who stated that the officesof "New Masses" 


were a typical Communist gathering place where Negroes and Whites mingled together. 
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Mr. Weiss pointed out that an October, 1941, issue of "New Masses" indicated 
that Bruce Minton and Ruth McKenney were editors of the publication. He also 
‘stated that thé same issue of "New Masses" listed Bruce Minton as a speaker at 
a meeting called "Interpretation Please! to be held October 30, 191, at Webster 
Hall, 119 East llth Street, New York, under the sponsorship of "New Masses". 


; Richard Bransten drew a check for $200 payable +o "New Masses" on. | 
November 3, 191, according to information confidentially furnished by Vice 
. President and Treasurer Einar Anderson of ‘the Westport Bank and beaks Company. 


James Branca, city President of the Communist Party, USA, for the 
Bistrict of Columbia, extended an invitation to "Richard" of "New Masses" to 
attend a press. conference on the succeeding day. Branca stated ‘the purpose 

of the conference was to receive an open statement that Wilkerson was joining 

the. Party and leaving the University. Branca stated that Wilkerson would be 
‘located at Baltimore and would be in charge of the local district. ‘The subject 
stated he could not be present. at ‘the press conference, but would“get in touch with | 
Wilkerson and request hin to furnishvarticles to "New Masses" regarding race 

. rhots. This “information was received through the technical surveillance on 
Communist Party Headquarters at Washington, D. C., and the Wilerson referred 

‘to is undoubtedly Doxey Wilkerson, porapeay Besorsabes with Howard University. 


. The April 11, 19h, issue of "New Masses" announced that Virginia 
Gardner had replaced Bruce Minton as Washington editor of "New Masses", Minton 
having left for California where he was serving on the Board of "New Masses" ° 
as their West Coast representative. This information was obtained by the New 
York Office from a highly confidential source having access to the cites and 
records of "New Masses 104 East ee Street, New York City.- 


chazeeves of "New Masses" | i 


The Daily Worker" of April 19, 1939, Sontaiiied a news story relative 

_ to a celebration to be held May 20, 1939, by the Communist Party of Yorkville 

in New York City in honor of its fifth anniversary. The "Daily Worker" stated 
that a host of National, State, and County Party dignitaries had joined a “list 
of sponsors for the event and that they included Janes Ford, member of the 
National Comnittee; Israel Amter,-State Chairman; Ella Reeve "Mother" Bloor, 

of the National Committee; Clarence Hathaway, Editor of the "Daily Worker", and 
Bruce Minton of "New Masses." ‘This would appear to be a tacit declaration 

that the "Daily Worker" and "New Masses" were considered official organs : 
of the Comnunist Party.at that tine. ia 


In an article in its February 20, 192, issue describing the atteapts 
of Evelyn Walsh McLean to obtain a warrant for the arrest of Bruce Minton for 
criminal libel, the Washington Times Hearld described Bruce Minton as Washington 
Editor of the official Communist magazine, "New Masses." In a similar story 
in -the Washington News of February 21, al » Minton was described as Washington 
_ Editor of the Comsunist "New Masses." . aoe a <s 
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. The, Washington Times Herald. again referred to "New Masses" as an 
’ Official Communist -Party publication in its issue of March 7, 1943, when it 
stated-that Mrs. McLean had testified before a Grand Jury in the District of 

Columbia in an effort ‘to obtain a criminal libel prenereent against Richard 

Pransten. 


| Match on the Potonac” . 


; During ‘the period that he was Washington editor of "New Masses", 
Bruce Minton was the. ‘author of a colwm -in that publication known | as Match 
on the Potomac." ; : 

_ "Watch on the Potomac" in the April 21, 1942, issue of "New Masses" 
was devoted to the-activities of John L. Lewis and stated that he had recently 
‘taken the’ Dairy Farmers Union of New York into this district 50%. In this 
article Minton further asserted that there was another organization in the 
New York Milk Shed known as the Dairymen's League which was openly controlled 
by Borden and Sheffield. He stated that the Dairy Farmers Union and the 
Dairymen's League were ostensibly in violent opposition to each other, but 
that news had leaked’ into Washington that a Mr. Sexauer, an individual 
known to be influential in-the League and who in the past had enjoyed close 
_ sconnections with America First, had become an angel of peace and was cooking © 
. up a deal with the two companies whereby Borden and Sheffield would grant 
higher prices on milk deliveries when Lewis' Dairy Farmers Union presented 
its.demands. This would: make Lewis appear as the savior of ‘the Dairy Farmers. 
Minton asserted that with the help of Sexauer, Lewis! importance in up-state 
‘New York could be inflated and supposedly a word froma Lewis at election time 
might well carry weight. He identified Lewis with the "appeasers" and stated 
"the picture is.clear enough; John L. Lewis, isolationist in control of the , 4 
D.F.U., expects a high price for the Dairy Farmers because of a deal with 
Borden and Sheffield, both anxious to limit production. Mr. Sexaver, once, of 
Anerica First, acts as go between: The election is in the. ee: and a all 
adds,up to nothing good." ; 

In "Watch on the Potomac” -in the ‘Felicuaxy 9, 1943, issue , of UNew 
Masses" Minton asserted that_among other things that Attorney General Biddle 
plans to present to Congress legislation to require registration of Communist ‘ 
Party membership. Minton stated this would also deliberately ‘revive the 
"'Communazi! Canard” by lumping Fascists and Communists in the same'category. 
Minton's views on the right of soldiers to vote were expressed in his colum, 
Match. on the Potomac" in "New Masses" for December 14, 19:3. 


On April ‘3, “r9hb, "New Masses" contained the following statement 
regarding subject: "For alnost two years one of "New Masses" most popular 
departments was Bruce Minton's ‘Watch on the Potomac". Our Washington editor's 
work attracted the attention.of ‘thousands throughout the country for its clear 
prescient coverage of the capital. His writings from Washington ‘have been.an 
invaluable contribution and we wish to take this opportunity at this time to. 
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express our gratitude. For these reasons we aislike to announce that Mr. Minton 
. 4g leaving Washington. for the West Coast, where he will make his hone; we are 
‘happy, however, to be able to announce simultaneously that he will be our West 
Coast Editor and will be writing regularly from there." 


' $ 
Other Writings Published in "New Masses" 


Anong the material stored, by the Bransten's when ‘they left Westport, 
Connecticut, and confidentially made available by Mr. Edward C. Nash of the E. Ce” 
Nash Moving Company, was a letter dated May 5, 1936, from Hyman N. Glickstein, 
Counsellor-at-law, 22 East 0th Street, New York City, to Bruce Minton, c/o 
"New Masses", 312 - 27th Street, New York, congratulating the subject for his 
recent article in "New Masses" regarding the "SS California incident." 


The Septenber 22, 1936 issue of "New Masses! contained an article 
by Bruce Minton detailing the results of an Anterview-of Harry Bridges by Minton. 
fhe following is an excerpt from the article: "The Workers retain no illusions 
that the boss! interest can coincide with those.of the majority. The day of bi 
cooperation is past,, though the necessity to back union struggles with political 
action is not generally understood...... The eaployers understand, however, 
the election's approach. A lockout next month can, put the Roosevelt Administra- 
tion on the spot." Sutherland Denlinger, in’ "Pu" of December 29, 190, : 
criticized an article by Bruce Minton in the then current issue of "New Masses" 
4n which Minton is alleged to have stated that the International Student's 
Service Conference at‘the New Jersey State College for Women was being 
regimented and the radical point of view suppressed. 


In ‘an article in "New Masses" for December 23, 1941, entitled 
"Second Wind in Washington", Minton advocated the formation of production 
committees including workers in every plant in the country to increase 
production and stated that the Governnent vadly needed to reach the people 
-with information and explanation that would bring full understanding of what the 
war is about and why it is worth fighting. 


‘The technical surveillance maintained on the Comzunist Party . 
headquarters in New York City disclosed on November 12, 192, that Joseph North . 
of "New Masses" quoted excerpts from a letter from Bruce Minton during a con- 
ference with Avram Landy. Apparently Minton had-written in the letter that 
Wihailovich ‘had openly collaborated with the Italians, and had avoided clashes 
with the Axis forces, and‘that the State Department suspected that the Axis 
leaders, rather than take action against Mihailovich, had encouraged the entire 
Communist campaign. Landy advised North that it would be necessary for Minton 
to take the matter up with North before North could publish it in "New Masses". 
andy further stated:that unless he had positive assurance that several of the 
sentences were correct, he would not advise sending it in and that while Minton 
.. stated he is collecting facts and Washington accepts them as such many of the 

statements are in reality not factual at all. 7 : 
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The highly confidential: technical surveillance maintained on the 
Czechoslovakian Legation in Washington, D. C. revealed on April 2h, 1943, that 
one Papabek in New York asked Mr. Hurban at the Legation if he should send the 
issue of "New Masses" for April 21, 1943, stating that there was a very bad 
article in it entitled "Berle Check and Double Check". ‘Papanek advised Hurban 
that he would send him a copy if Hurban did not have one. ~He coxzplained that 
Bruce Minton had been given some help "and now he writes such as this." He 
further stated thut Minton asserted that he had been to see Palic and Hurban 
stated he remembered that Minton had been there. ‘This apparently refers to 

a visit by Minton ‘to the Legation at which tine he consulted with one Falic. 


. In this connection is is interesting to note that the sane informant 
disclosed on April 2, 1943, that Bruce Minton of "New Masses" inquired of Mr. 
“Palic at the Legation whether there was an agreement between the Czechs ss 
‘regarding Czechoslovakian dependency. Palic mentioned two treaties and in 4 
‘response to a further inquiry by Minton regarding a treaty concerning pre-Munich 
boundaries, Palic stated that he had no information at that time, but that 
there was-something in the New York Times of’ February 22 and 23. On the same ’ 
date, according to the highly confidential technical surveillance at the 
Russian Embassy, Bruce Minton inquired of Fedor Orekhov as to whether he 
‘remembered the date of the treaty between Russia and Czechoslovakia setting 
out the postwar boundaries of Czechoslovakia. Orekhov requested Minton to get 
in touch with him the following day. 


Minton had also inquired of Mr. Hurban.at the Czechoslovakian Legation 
on April 10, 1943, as to Benes' title and was informed that Benes was President 
of the Republic. He also inquired concerning one Hodga (phonetic) and was 
advised that this individual was the 'forser Prime Minister. This'information was 
received through the technical surveillance on the Czechoslovakian Legation. 


The Cliveden Incident 

The Febriary 2h, 1942, issue of "New Masses" contained an article 
‘by Bruce Minton: entitled "Washington's Cliveden set — Appeaser's Who's iho." 
| The article was subtitled "Come to ‘Friendship House! if you want to meet 
Washington's 'Cliveden Set', the rendezvous of America's Munichnen. Bruce 
Minton's expose of the high and mighty who sneer at the President's program 
‘for victory. ‘Where Finland's Procope gets an earful. What. did the Vichy 
Attache learn before ‘leaving for Tokyo?" ‘The main substance of the article 
‘is contained in the following quoted paragraph: 


In truth Mrs. McLean's guest list ‘should arouse far more uneasiness’ than 
it has ‘up to now. Most of her constant visitors have two things in common 
~ their hatred for President Roosevelt and ‘their admiration for the devious ways, 
of fascism. ‘That appears to be the link among such oddly assorted people most 
often entertained by Mrs. McLean -- Representatives Martin Dies and Hamilton 
Fish, William R. Castle of the America First Committee, Igor Cassini, Lawrence 
Wood Robert, ‘dre is Senators Wheeler and Nye, and Mrs. McLean's ow son-in-law 
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Senator Robert Rice Reynolds, J. Edgar Hoover, State Department notables 
Breckinridge Long, A. A. Berle, and Loy Henderson; Mrs. A. Mitchell Palmer, 
Mrs. Iionel Atwill and her dapper brother, James Cromwell, the Finnish Minister 
Hjalmar Procope, the impeccably dressed secretaries and attaches from the French 
and Spanish Enbassies, and most surprising of all, John 4. Lewis. Each of these 
persons has been linked with the isolationists; many of thea have been called 
appeasers; not a few were proninent in.America First or endorsed America First 
policies; and almost all have at one time or another expressed acmiraticn for 
Mussolini, if not openly for Hitler." 


The "Daily Workert™ of February 20, (1942, advertised the above-mentioned 
article as a "smashing indictment of Anericals Appeasers." . 


Crininal Jibel Warrant Refused Mrs. McLean 


On February 20, 1942, according to ‘the Washington News of February 
21, 1942, and the Washington Times Herald of the same date, Mrs. Evalyn Walsh 
McLean unsuccessfully attenpted to obtain fron Edwin M. Curran a warrant for ‘the 
arrest of Bruce. Minton:on charges of criminal libel based upon the above-mentioned 
article in "New Masses." According to the Washington Times Herald of March 7, 
1943, Mrs. McLean testified before a Grand Jury in the District of Coluabia on 
March 6, 1942, in an effort to obtain a criminal libel indictment against the 
sub ject. : 
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Million Dollar Suit by Janes He R. Cromwell 


James H. Re Cromwell, former Minister to Canada, according to the 
New ‘York Times of March 11, 1942, filed suit in Federal Court on March 10, 1942, 
for $1,000,000, charging that Bruce Minton in an article published in "New Masses" 
had Uibelously called him an appeaser and an associate of 5th columnists and a 
Slanderer of President Roosevelt. The complaint was filed through Sol A. 
Rosendlatt and Willian Jaffe, attorneys. The defendants named in the suit, 
according to the New ‘York Times, were Weekly Masses, Inc., publishers of "New 
Masses," and Bruce Minton. ; 


The "Daily Worker" of April 9, 1942, and April 11, 1942, carried ad- 
‘vertisencents for an "Anti-Cliveden Rally for the Defense of New Masses and 
Freedom of the Press" to be held April 12, 1942, at Manhattan Center, 34th Street 
and 8th Avenue, New York City. Bruce Minton and Ruth McKenney were scheduled to 
appear on the progran together with such others as Fred Myers and Peter V. 
Cacchione. According to the "Daily Worker" of April 13, 1942, the rally was 
actually addressed by Bruce Minton and also heard an appeal for the release of 
Earl Browder, who, it was charged, was being kept behind bars by the same "Cliveden 
Set." A “substantial swn" was paid by "New.Masses" ‘to Janes H. R. Cromwell on 
August 26, 1942, according to the Washington Times Herald of the following day, 
in settlement of all costs relating to Cromwell's million dollar law suit. "New ° 
Yasses" also made a statenent to the effect that it had found no evidence that 
Cromwell was or had been a member of the "Cliveden Set" or sympathetic to the 
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viewpoint of the appeasers and defeatists. ‘New Masses" further stated that 
Cronwell's public utterances since the outbreak of World War IY and other 
information indicate beyond doubt that he is strongly anti-Axis, and the inclusion 
of his name in the "Cliveden Set" was an error se mie Mearee greatly regretted 
and wished: publicly to retract. 


‘ 


Appearance Before International Labor Defense 


A speech concerning "Anerica's Cliveden Set" was delivered by Bruce 
Minton at the dinner forwa of the International Labor Defense's National Conference 
on Civil Liberties in Support of the War on April 6, 1942, in New York City. 
Minton stated that "America's Cliveden Set" attempts to repeat the pattern of 
_ Similar 5th column activities in other lands, ecconaine to ‘the "Daily Worker" 
of April 6, 1942. 


Radio Broadcast 


The technical surveillance on the Comaunist. party Headquarters at 
Washington, D. ©. revealed that on ‘February 20, 1942, Adan (probably Adam Lapin, 
Washington correspondent for the "Daily Worker), informed Martin Chancey, Secretary 
of the Comaunist Party for the District of Coluabia, that ‘there were two subjects . 
that could ‘be talked about, nanely "Obstructicnists in Congress" and "The Cliveden 
Set." Chancey stated that the radio program had been set up and ‘that Minton could 
talk about one of the subjects. ‘Later in the day Minton told Martin Chancey he 
could talk on one of ‘the subjects from 10:30 to 10:45. Later an unidentified 
individual connected with sone printing press concern informed Chancey that he 
‘would have ‘the proof by late afternoon and Chancey told him that ‘on March 5 
Bruce Minton would speak instead of Adan Lapin. 


The same technical surveillance revealed that on March 2, 1942, Martin 
Chancey advised Ruth McKenney that the radio was " jittery" about the forthconing 
‘broadcast on Thursday night because of possible lawsuits that might arise, fron it. 
He stated ‘the radio station wanted.a copy of Bruce Minton's speech by the next 
night so their lawyer could review it. 


later that day, according ‘to this source, Norman Reed of Radio Station 
WDC advised“Martin Chancey that one of the largest stockholders of the Capitol 
Broadcasting Company had taken exception to their handling broadcasts of the 
Comaunist Party and threatened all sorts of things if they continued to carry the 
broadcasts. Chancey asked Mr. Reed whether in his opinion the objections were caused 
by the title of the broadcast for the following Thursday. Mr. Reed replied in the | 
negative and stated the stockholder objected £0 ‘time ae sold to the Conaunist 
Party. 


Martin Chancey then irmediately informed Adam Lapin, Kecereine to this 
technical surveillance, that because one of the stockholders of WiDC was objecting 
to their broadcast being carried by WDC, Minton would not be permitted to speak 
on Thursday. Chancey asked Lapin whether any of the "Cliveden Set" was one of the 
"radio conapany's stockholders. Mr. Lapin advised Chancey that “the broadcast should 
not be given up. 
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On March 3, 1942, according to the technical surveillance on 
Communist Party Headquarters in Washington, D. C., Martin Chancey advised 
Albert E. Blumberg at Baltimore that a stockholder of the radio station 
had refused ‘to let subject speak on the "Cliveden Set" and stated to 
Blumberg that capitulation ‘on this matter would.mean closing of all radio 
programs by the Communist Party. Blwaberg recomended that the subject 
of the talk be changed and that he should not put up a fight on the 
subject of the talk. Chancey stated he would go to the radio station and 
contact an individual concerning the difficulty. 


Martin Chancey then got in touch with Roy Hudson (menber of the 

National Comittee of the Communist Party) at Algonquin 4-2215, New York City, 
and advised him of the trouble with the radio station. Hudson instructed 

that he determine whether the issue was the broadcast on the "Cliveden Set" 

or the proposition of carrying Party broadcasts as a whole. He instructed 
Chancey to consider changing the subject of ‘the talk as it‘was not desired 

to complicate the fight.against the "Cliveden Set"! by injection of ‘the Communist 
issue. Martin Chancey then.got in touch with Bruce Minton, according to ‘the 
‘technical surveillance, and-advised him he had spoken to Blumberg and Hudson 
and that Hudson felt they might have to make a concession on the subject.of the 
talk. Minton requested Chancey to tell Hudson-he agreed with him except that 
he saw no reason for stopping the fight against the "Set" and that he should 
‘insist on their rights. He stated his speech did not mention anyone in the 
"Cliveden Set" or any group of individuals, but that he would talk against 
appeasers and those fighting the unions and would give the Comunist opinion 
as to ‘the war and all-out efforts. 


later in the day, according to the technical surveillance, Minton 
advised Chancey that he would send the script over to-him, and Chancey 
stated he thought they would succeed in having the broadcast because when he 
told ‘the representative of the radio station that he aid not want to file 
‘suit unless compelled to, the representative appeared to "soften up" and 
requested Chancey to send the speech to the station for review. Chancey informed 
Minton he did not want to be ‘the sole judge as the matter was very important 
and Comunist Party policies were involved and he felt that two or three members 
of the Party should look over the speech. 


An informant of Assistant Director L. B. Nichols, not further identified, 
saw ‘the script of Minton!'s broadcast which was in the files of Andrew Bemett, 
Attorney for WWDC. The informant stated the theme of the broadcast was a 
denunciation of the so—called "Anerican Cliveden Set;" that no names were 
mentioned, but that Minton pointed out that his listeners knew the names and that 
‘they had appeared in'"New Masses" and were well knomm to all. The only name 
‘mentioned: was that of Congressman Dies. Minton alleged the "Cliveden Set" 

‘were tools of Hitlerism and Nazism. He stated that since they criticized 
the Comunists and the Comaunists were Allies, therefore, they were not: behind 
President Roosevelt. ‘ 
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On March 4, 1942, the technical surveillance on Comaunist Party 
Headquarters at Washington, D. C. revealed that Andrew Bennett, Attorney for 
WiDC, conversed with Martin Chancey and told him that he had been reviewing 
Bruce Mintonts talk and could: not permit it ‘to go on the air because there were 
. too many bad elements in it. Chancey suggested that he, Minton, and Bennett 
confer so that Bennett could point out the bad parts. Bennett stated it was the 
entire talk and there was a controversial issue that bordered on libel. Chancey 
suggested a talk'on increased production might be substituted and Bennett advised 
hin this would be satisfactory if they could have the script by the following 
morning, but that the Browder case should not be mentioned. 


Martin Chancey ‘then informed Roy Hudson in New York, according to 
this source, that the radio station would permit a talk on ‘production. Martin 
Chancey then inquired of Adam Lapin whether he could speak on production and 
Ilapin informed hin that the notice was too short. Chancey then informed one 
Oscar (fpossibly Oscar Weatherford) that subject could not make the talk on 
March 5, and that he, Chancey, would speak on the "Battle for Production" 
which would be a talk in support of Nelson's talk. This may possibly refer to 
Donald Nelson. 


On March 5, 1942, shortly after noon, Norman Reed of Radio Station 
WIDC told Martin Chancey, according to the technical surveillance on Communist 
Party headquarters, that the script for the program that night was satisfactory. 
He further stated that this was the last program that could be promised. 


On March 7, 1942, the technical surveillance on Communist Party 
headquarters revealed a conversation between subject and Chancey, at which time 
subject was very angry and stated he felt that the situation relative to 
broadcasting had been grossly mishandled, in that they did not get a lawyer 
and that he thought they had done the Party a lot of harm. Martin advised 
subject that he was disappointed in his attitude and indicated that a Comunist 
should not disagree with a decision of the National officials. Minton informed 
him he felt the situation had been mishandled and had been misrepresented to 
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Trip Through Middle West 

‘ 7 / 

"New Masses" of April 18, 1944, announced that the subject was en 
route to California where he would’ be the West Coast representative of the 
publication and while en route, was stopping off in key. cities of political 
activity in the Middle West to gather information for a series of articles in 
"New Masses.'!t 


Subject arrived in Cleveland on March 23, 1944, intending ‘to renain 
there ‘several days to gather material for a story on the 1944 elections. ‘This 
information was secured through the technical surveillance on Comaunist Party . 
headquarters ‘in Cleveland which further revealed that subject stated he had 
several appointments, including one with Marie Prince who was to arrange a 
meeting for hin with Richard Edison Reisinger, Regional Director, Region 2A, 
United Automobile, Aircraft and Agricultural Implement Workers of Anerica, CIO. 


At Louisville, Kentucky, Bruce Minton of "New Masses" was the princi- 
pal speaker at a neeting of the Forun for Democracy sponsored by Claude Halstead. 
Van Tyne, a known member of the Comaunist Party, held ‘on April 4, 1944, at 
1925 South 3rd Street, according to R. E. Ray, Financial Director of the : 
Louisville, Kentucky, Branch of the Communist Party and a confidential inforuant. 


~~ 


The technical surveillance on Comunist Party headquarters in Indian-. 
apolis, Indiana, disclosed on April 8, 1944, that Bruce Minton was at the head- 
quarters of the Communist Party on that day and'was to discuss Party activities 
in Indiana with Elner Johnson, a Communist Party functionary, in_order to make 

lans to hold a recruiting meeting for the intellectuals. | b7D 
C_ a confidential informant and a menber of Branch 108 of the Professiona 
Troup of the Indianapolis CPA, advised that she attended a meeting on April 11, 
1944, at the Warren Hotel in Indianapolis at which tine Bruce Minton was the 
principal speaker. The chief purpose of the meeting was to provide "inspiration" 
for the intellectuals of ‘the Comunist Party in Indianapolis... 


| At Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the microphone surveillance maintained on 
Josephine E. Nordstrand, a functionary of the Wisconsin State Comittee on Social 
Legislation, revealed on April 12, 1944, that the subject conferred with Miss 
Nordstrand, Ned Sparks, head of the Wisconsin Cocmunist Party, and Esther 

Eisenscher, a Communist Party member. Minton stated the purpose of his trip 

through Wisconsin was to contact people both favorable and unfavorable to the 

Comunist Party and obtain fron then a political picture of the state so that 

he might write on the subject. He stated it was not his job on this trip to 

convert people to their (i.e., the Communists) way of thinking. 


‘On May 29, 1944, a letter which later appeared in "New Masses" for 
July 4, 1944, was written by Ned Sparks, Wisconsin State President of the CPA, 
addressed to Bruce Linton and congratulating him on an article he had written 
discussing the political situation in Wisconsin. 
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The technical surveillance on the Chicago headquarters of the Con- 
munist Party disclosed on April 17, 1944, that Bruce Minton would be in Chicago 
during the ensuing week. Williaa L. Patterson, Chicago Communist Party 
fuenctionary, requested one Goldie (possibly Goldie Shapiro) to get in touch with 
the South Side Section organizer of the Party and attempt to arrange a meeting 
for the South Side. 


This technical surveillance disclosed that the subject was in Chicago 
on April 19, 1944, and planned to go to Missouri from Chicago and thence to 
‘Los Angeles, California. Subject discussed the Dies Committee with Eugene David, 
Comaunist functionary in Chicago, who desired to have an article written con- 
cerning Martin Dies and was of the opinion that if the article were properly 
‘written, Dies could be defeated in the election. 


An informal reception was tendered ‘the subject at the home of Jacob 
Pohn, 742 West Buena Terrace, Chicago, on April 22, 1944, at 8:30 P.M., accord- 
ing ‘to ee a confidential informant who has furnished informa- 
tion concerning books provided by the CPA through its bookstore in Chicago. In 
connection with the house party, Goldie Shapiro had requested Arthur Stern, Art 
Director of the Abraham Lincoln School, to conduct group singing at the party. 
Goldie Shapiro was reportedly active in the Rogers Park Professional Branch of 
the Communist Party. This information was cbtained through the technical sur- 
veillance on Communist Party headquarters. ; 

‘ A Friends of the New Masses meeting was held April 23, 1944, in the 
grand ballroom of the Hamilton Hotel, 20 South Dearborn Street, Chicago. ‘The 
subject of the program was_"The Secret Plot Against America." According to 
informa ad by a confidential informant and a member of 
the CPA, head o. @ American Vigilante Intelligence Federation and 
a confidential informant, and the technical surveillance on the Abraham Lincoln 
School, Bruce Minton was the main speaker. The technical surveillance on(n- 
smunist Party headquarters in Chicago revealed that Minton intended to proceed 
from Chicago to Missouri and thence to Les Angeles, California. 


"New Masses" Reception, Los Angeles 


On June 30, 1944, information was received through the technical sur- 
veillance on Elizabeth Leach, organizer of the Northwest Section of the Los 
Angeles County CPA, indicating that she was arranging a meeting to be held on 
duly 1, 1944, in ‘the hone of Bruce Minton, 1427 North Kings Road, Los Angeles, - 
for the purpose of discussing "New Masses" magazine. A surveillance later con- 
ducted at this meeting by Special Agents revealed that it was attended by : 
approximately fifteen members of the Northwest Section of the Communist Political 
Association. The technical surveillance on Elizabeth Leach's home also disclosed 
that John Howard Lawson, CPA functionary in the movie industry, had completed a 
letter concerning a reception to be held for Bruce Minton and Ruth McKenney, 
editors of "New Masses" at their home on July 1, 1944. ‘Invitations to the 


49 


; @ 
; z 


reception, according to the technical surveillances on Elizabeth Leach and 
John Howard Lawson, were sent out over the signature of John Howard Lawson 
and indicated that Minton would act as editor of "New Masses" in Hollywood 
‘and had already been gathering information for publication in the magazine. 


"Men ‘Who Lead Labor" 


"Men Who Lead Labor" was written by Bruce Minton and John Stuart and 
‘was published by Modern Age Books, Incorporated, in July of 1937. The book 
presents a series of biographies on William Green, Williaa Hutcheson, Edward 
F. McGrady, John L. Lewis, Heywood Broun, A. Philip Randolph and Harry Bridges. 
In an acknowledgsent opposite the table of contents, the authors express grati- 
tude for the "generous assistance" of Louis Budenz, Theodore Draper, Lawrence 
Emery, Granville Hicks, E. W. McDowell and Ruth McKenney, and state that they 
are especially indebted to Harold Seidman, Cowles Scholar in Government at 
Yale University, for permission to use material from the first draft of his 
forthconing book on racketeers; to Herman Resner, for material on the West Coast 
Maritime Unions; to Robert W. Dunn, Grace Hutchins and Hy Kravif of the Labor 
Research Association; and to "a menber of the carpenters! union who for obvicus 
reasons must remain anonymous." There is a bibliography containing references 
to numerous books, nany of which were written by prominent Cormraunists. As an. 
exanple, there are cited "Misleaders of Labor" and "from Bryan to Stalin" both 
by Willian Z. Foster. The co-author, John Stuart, is described on the jacket 
of the book as a former student of biological science at Cornell who decided 
that history and politics interested him more than the microscope. After 
finishing at Cornell he was sent to Paris by John Reed Harvard Alumni Comittee 
to gather material for a biography of John Reed which he later wrote in 
collaboration with Granville Hicks. It is further stated that Stuart has also 
‘been on the Editorial Staff of "New Masses" and editor of Health;and Hygiene. 
It was stated that he planned to write biographies of cutstanding ‘labor leaders, 
the first of which would relate to Eugene V. Debs. 


"yen Who Lead Labor" was reviewed by Winifred Raushenbush in the New 
York Herald Tribune of November 7, 1937. She stated that the book would have 
been much more comprehensible and better organized if the authors had written 
a preface in which they had stated that they were Comaunists and that they were 
telling how labor leaders "line up from our point of view as Communists." 


"The Fat Years and the Lean" 


Bruce Minton and John Stuart also collaborated on the book entitled | 
"Zhe Fat Years and the Lean" which was published in 1940. ‘The book was reviewed 
by John H. Crider in the New York Times for April 24, 1940, under the heading 
"A Leftist View of America Between Wars." According to Crider, the volume leaves 
one no-choice but to catalogue the authors as fellow travelers, if not outright 
Communist Party members. The reviewer corments, "The book emphasizes the part 
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Comaunisna -played in organizing labor...The manner in which the authors! 

writing entangles the ideas of democracy with ideas distinguishable as hackneyed 
Comunist propaganda....leaves little doubt that they travel in spirit with \ 
the party of the extreme left. Their suwmary of the Communist Party attitude 

toward the accomplishments of President Roosevelt's first term leaves one but 

to remark upon the striking resemblance and reaffirm his suspicions that this 

book represents the elaboration of the Communist viewpoint during the last 

twenty years. The book fans the flames of class distinction and the authors 

state repeatedly the economic ills that have plagued this country in recent ': 
years could never be eradicated so leng as capitalism rules." A manuscript of 

a ‘foreword for "The Fat Years and the Lean" was found among the material stored 

by the Branstens at Westport, Connecticut, prior to their departure for Washin- 

ton and was confidentially made available by Mr. Edward Nash of the E. C. Nash 

Moving Company. ‘The manuscript announces that the book is an attempt to gauge 

the predominant econonic and political trends in the United States since it 

went into the First World War and states, "For the most generous guidance, we 

are indebted to Alex Bittleman and William Z. Foster; to Dr. Samuel Sillen and 

‘Ruth McKenney we are grateful for many courtesies." : 
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"The Fascist Menace in the USA" 4 


A sixteen-page pamphlet written by Bruce Minton was published in 
April of 1934 by the Underhill Publishing Company, 162 Maynard Street, San 
Francisco, California. In the introduction, Minton states, "The author of this 
pamphlet is a menber of no political party and has never been interested in 
propaganda." The pamphlet purports to report a conversation which occurred 
‘between Minton and a worker who called at Minton's door in search of a job. 
The conversation involves a discussion of the capitalist system and the de- 
sirability of replacing it with a Comunistic system. Fascisa is pointed out 
as the extrene to which capitalistic bosses inevitably gravitate when their 
profits cease to be high enough to satisfy ‘them. The Soviet Union is generally 
referred to as the ideal toward which other nations should strive. Revolution 
is mentioned as a possible way to abolish capitalisa and the booklet ends with 
an exhortation to obtain Cocmunist literature and to read the Western Worker, 
the Daily Worker and New Masses. The last sentence concludes, "I'll get in 
touch with the Comunists some evening soon." A copy of this pamphlet is 
available in the Bureau files, having been purchased by former Special Agent 
George J. Starr at the Workers Book Shop, 121 Haight Street, San Francisco, 
California. 


tRed Flag Over San Francisco' 


Among the material stored by the Branstens prior ‘to their departure 
from Westport, Connecticut, and confidentially made available by Mr. Edward Nash 
of the &. C. Nash Moving Company, is the manuscript of an article entitled, "Red 
Flag Over San Francisco" in which the subject's address is given as 666 Santa 
Barbara Road, Berkeley, California. The article reports the opening of the 
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Soviet Consults Office in San Francisco. The Consul is described as "a little 
man and looks a bit uncomfortable in his tails." It is stated that the repre~- 
sentative of the Workers! State ‘receives the capitalists, the bourgeois, and other 
consuls representing hostile countries. The author states, "The delegates fron 
the US Army and Navy arrive in full uniform. They greet the Consul, politely 

“ smiling welcome. They actually shake hands with him, although he comes fron 

the land of Communisn. Privately they know all about the Communists, know that 
in the Soviet Union everything is lousy; that the workers eat little children 
and carry bosbs end wear beards." In conclusion the subject writes, "Across the 
street are the fine houses of the financial leaders, the backbone of 'Denocracy,’ 
the backbone of Fascisa, Ths Soviet Consul\receives. The iforkers! State sends 
the representative to Acerica. The workers in San Francisco know the Consulate 
is opened. Some day they say wetll open our consulate in Moscow. Langston 
Hughes speaks to the Soviet Consul. He wrote a song, ‘Put Cne More S in the 
USA, the S Stands for Soviet, 't 


Syndicalisn Trial 


; The material stored by the Branstens at Connecticut also contained 
a rough draft of an article "More California Vigilarites" by Bruce Minton. The 
article describes the strike of a Philippino Labor Union in Salinas, 100 niles 
south of San Francisco. Among other things, the subject states in the article, 
“The Vigilantes set out to save the Salinas Valley from Moscow, Communisn, and 
higher wages....The Red scare has been raised feebly and unsuccessfully during 
this strike. The Philippino union has no Comunist leadership, no connection with 
the Cannery and Agricultural Workers Industrial Union, and the membership is not 
Comaunistically inclined....The newspapers throughout California consistently 
raise the Red scare whenever workers strike...When the Vigilantes swing into 
action it is Ampossible to distinguish then from Hitler's Storm Troops except 
that as yet they do not wear uniforms." 


Another rough draft entitled "California's Legal lynch" by Bruce Minton 
was found among the material made available by Mr. Nash. ‘the article discusses 
a trial of certain alleged Comunists under the California Criminal Syndicalisa 
Act and states that the arrest of the 17 took place during the wave of terror 
that struck California immediately after the San Francisco general strike. In 
this article the subject states that California is closer to Fascion than any 
other state and is a testing ground for Fascisn. "If the reactionary program 
of suppression and terrorism can be launched with active success in California, 
it.can be utilized in other states as well...It is ‘too bad that the proceedings 
cannot be broadcast; for those fortunate to be present it is a splendid groundwork 
in Marxisn...On trial with the 17 workers is not only the Communist Party but 
all workers and intellectuals, all pacifists and anti-Fascists, all liberals 
and students." 


fhe material stored at Westport, Connecticut, also contains a rough 
draft entitled "The Counter Revolution Joins the Prosecution." A portion of the 
article is devoted to one of the defendants in the criminal syndicalisn trial 
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named Norman Mini who, evidenced what the subject. eae "Trotskyite leanings." 
Fepresentins Mini was’ Albert Goldman, described by the subject as having been 
expelled from the Communist Party. The author condemns Trotsky and quotes 
Stalin as having said, "Trotskyisn is the vanguard of the counter-revolutionary 
bourgeois." 


Tnere is also a draft of a two-page article which concerns itself with 
the selection of the jury for the criminal syndicalisn trial in which District 
Attorney McAllister is described as a "Red baiter extraordinary." 


A copy of a letter froa Richard Bransten, 666 Santa Barbara Road, 
Berkeley, California, dated January 20, 1934, to a Mr. Taft, apparently at the 
Anerican Civil Liberties Union, was also found among the material stored by the 
Branstens at Westport and confidentially made available by Mr. Nash. In the 
idetter the subject criticized Mr. Taft for failure to take an active part in the 
criminal syndicalisa trial and stated that the subject and his wife are extreme~ - 
ly disappointed and that the Civil Liberties Union is in effect doing what it 
would have done had it ignored the Sacco-Vanzetti Case. 


rederated Press 


A conpllation of writers was prepared at the Bureau in 1938 based on 
a review of the Federated Press fron January 17, 1937, to April 5, 1938, which 
disclosed that Bruce Minton is one of the writers utilized by the Federated Press 
during that period. 


Reviews of Books and Articles 


Bruce Minton reviewed the book "Democracy Works" by Arthur Garfield 
Hays in the Daily Worker of March 29, 1939. The review states that Hays expected 
objections to the book by Comaunists. Minton takes issue with Hays, stating 
"He opposes Comnunisa and mistakenly considers that the Soviet Union and Hitler 
Germany are both dictatorships that accordingly negate Democracy." He further 
states, "To Mr. Hays, dictatorship is evil whether it connotes the rule of the 
majority as in the Soviet Union, or whether it is the rule of a corrupt ninority 
of monopolists as in Hitler Germany." 


fhe Daily Worker of April 25, 1939; contained a review of J, X. Plemn's 
"Mexico Marches't by Bruce Minton in which he said in part, "Much more should have 
been said of the criminally destructive and traitorous role of Trotsky and his 
clique who have proved invaluable allies of the Fascists. The Mexican Comaunist 
Party is treated in a regrettably superficial and unperceptive manner." 


"You Might Like Socialism - A Way of Life for Modern Man" by Corlis 
Lamont was reviewed by Bruce Minton in the Daily Worker of September 25, 1939, 
in a manner very favorable toward both the author and the book. Minton states, 
"....two chapters in particular recomended themselves: the discussion of » 
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Socialisa in the Soviet Union, and the chapter entitled 'The Road to Peace.! 

The Soviet Union has forged a new life with untold promise for its citizens and 
for the world. The Soviet Union fought valiantly to preserve the peace of 

the world and to stop the aggressor. But alone the Socialist State was ‘unable 

. to prevent Charberlain and Daladier from encouraging Ritler to break the peace‘ 
and from engineering a new and ferocious war...'You Might Like Socialism! is . 

to read the news of our times, the news of Socialisn is the hope of the world. 
Here is a book to hand to friends who have had an overdose of the daily press 
and lost their ability to distinguish between hysterical-lies and the truth that 
sometimes emerges despite all of the attempts of the editors to write it out." 


John L. Lewis j 


The technical surveillance on the CIO Maritime Comittee at Washington, — 
D. C., revealed on February 23, 1943, that the subject informed Sadie Sokolove, 
wife of Martin Chancey, State Secretary of the Comaunist Party, Washington, D. C., 
that he:was preparing an article on John L. Lewis. He requested any information 
available on Lewis through their mutual acquaintances. 


Paranount Pictures ; 


tRambling Around Los Angeles," a colwan in the People's World, San 
Francisco, California, contained the following notation on duly 14, 1944: "Bruce 
Minton, 'New Masses,! West Coast editor, screen writing for Paramount, reputed 
+o have an idea a minute, all of them good...Wife Ruth McKenney also at studio." 


BIOGRAPHY OF HERBERT HOOVER — 


as Chairman and Organizational Secretary of the pee 
Northeast Branch o @ CFA, washington, D. C., and a confidential informant, 
advised on September 20, 1944, that information had been received that Seymour 
Bakst was employed by Richard Bransten to do research work on material concerning 
a forner President of the United States, Herbert Hoover. She stated that Branstm 
was planning to write a book on the life of Herbert Hoover and that Bakst was 
employed to help in the research work and was to receive the sum of $6,000. 
He was also to have his name appear in the book as the person in charge bf the 
research work. Miss Markward further advised that Bakst was engaged in the 
‘research work at the Library of Congress and had stated he expected to complete 
the project in Washington, D. C. and eventually be on the West Coast working on 
the same project. ‘There was no indication as to the character of the book 
except that it was to concern the life of Herbert Hoover. 

he Los Angeles Field Office determined that the subject received a 

letter on March 29, 1945, from Doris Schneider of Harcourt, Brace and Company, 
Publishers, 383 Madison Avenue, New York City. ‘The letter closed as follows: 
"It's good the Hoover book progresses and I well see the San Francisco Conference 
might have an inportant bearing on your story." ‘The letter stated that the 
writer had got the subject!s message to "Frank." Tt is believed that "Frank" 
may be Frank Morley. 
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It was also determined by agents of the Los Angeles Office, through 
strictly confidential means, that the subject had in his possession a letter 
received April 2, 195, from Harcourt, Brace and Company, the signature of which 
was illegible. Initials ‘on the letter indicated it was dictated by FVM vho may 
ve Frank Morleye The letter requested that Bransten "keep us posted" regarding 
the Hoover ‘booke ee * = 

Through confidential means, agents of the Los Angeles Office also 
observed a letter received by Mrs. Bransten from Allen C. Collins, President 
of Curtis Brom, Limited, 37 Madison Avenue, New York City, containing comments 
regarding the Commnist sympathies of the Branstens and referring to their trip 
to San‘’Francisco to cover the Security Conference on behalf of "New Masses.* 

The writer inquired, "How is Richard. getting on with the book and when does he 
think he will be finished. I am sending all documents to Frank Morley so that 
he can bring himself up to date on the love life of the Branstens." The letter 
indicates ‘that Collins differs with the Branstens in his political beliefs and 
refers to himself as "a guy who is called a reactioary in the liberal ‘circles 
of New York and a’Red in the conservative circles of Philadelphia." ees 


«A letter from Mrs. Charles Bransten, 2275”Broadway, San Francisco, 
to the subject on April 3, 1945, was observed through strictly confidential 
means. Mrs. -Bransten,, who is probably the subject's mother, forwarded to the 
subject newspaper clippings and articles written by Herbert Hoover for the North 
American Newspaper Alliance on-the approaching United Nations Conference at 
San Franciscos ‘ . 
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Seynour Bakst 


Dorothy Strange, an official of the CPA, was informed by Seymour Bakst, 
according to the microphone surveillance on CPA headquarters in Washington, D. Ce, 
that he had: been.on vacation. He said he could not get involved in a great ‘deal 
of work inasmuch as he was going away on a research project beginning September 
1, 19l4,' which wowld ultimately take him to the West Coaste. Z 


: Benjamin M. Spiegel confidentially advised in the early part of April, 
1945, that Seymour Bakst still resides at Apartment 10), 1390 Fort Stevens . 
Drive, N. We, Washington, D. C., and that his hours are very irregulare He .has 
told Mr. Spiegel that he is employed by Richard Bransten on the West Coast to 
gather information which: will permit Bransten to write.a book in which he is 
4nterested. The nature or title of the book has not been revealed to Mr. Spiegel 
by Bakst.. Mr. Spiegel notes, however, that Bakst spends considerable time at ’ 
the Library of Congress gathering ‘material for the book; while at home Bakst does 
a large amount of reading and typing relating to the work for Bransten. Mre : 
Spiegel has no indication that Bakst plans to leave Washington-and has stated 
that Bakst is under lease for his apartment which does not expire until the fall 


of 1945 o 
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, ees CPA functionary and a confidential informant, 
advised ear. st is still employed by Richard Bransten Gong: 


research work on material concerning Herbert coer ; 


Mr. Chester Adkinson confidentially advised agents of the Washington 
Field Office that Bakst is occupying Reading Roon 21 at the Library of Congress 
and spends some portion of each day in this room doing research worke Practically 
@11 the books he has in.this room or has requested fromthe Library contain 
information concerning Herbert Hoover. There are no restrictions governing. the 
‘Jength of tine the room can be retained except that it must be occupied frequently 
-and some ‘reason must be shown why it is necessary to use-a private reading room 
rather than the main reading roome, 
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Subjectts Attitude Toward Herbert Hoover 


The following material has been assembled in this section in the hope 
that it may be of some value in forecasting the tenor and:content of any biography 
of Herbert Hoover, which may be written by the subjecte. : 

In his colum, "Watch on the Potomac," Bruce Minton wrote an article 
which he subtitled "Capitol Headmen." In this article he stated, "The blustering 
anti-Willkie Hatchetmen among the Republicans-have come to Washington with one 
ain — to make mincemeat “out of the New Deal. Thereby they believe they will 
ease the way.toward the 194) victory for that GOP faction, which takes its inspira- 
tion from the National Association of Manufacturers. This greedy bunch depends in 
no.small degree on the support offered by the equally cynical. and defeatist 
Southern Poll Taxers among the Democrats, without whom the Republican Reactionaries 
would be pretty well isolated and lacking in decisive power. That the present 
plot and.maneuver in Congress can dangerously impede the war effort and delay 
victory just doesn't seem to cut any ice so far as these schemers goe In a 
very true sense, they know only politics-as-usual, and the war is relegated 
to second place." ; ; 

Near the end of the article the author states that onthe day the 
seventy-eighth Congress convened he asked Vito Marcantonio what he expected 
from the new Congress and assertedly received the following reply: "That's 
pretty much dependent on what goes on outside of Washington. A few parades - 
of hometom folks past a few Congressmen's houses can do wonders. Demonstrations; 
‘mass meetings, organizational meetings back in the communities discussing the. 
issues and thé war ~ that is what can make all the differences! 


Qn July 27, 1943, "New Masses" included an article by Bruce Minton 
entitled, "The CIO Mobilizes. This article accuses Congress of having followed 
the lead of the National Association of Manufacturers in what it describes as, 
textrene anti-Roosevelt, anti~labor, anti~unconditional surrender speeches." 

The article refers to this coalition between Congress and the National Association 
of Manufacturers ‘as a "plot. It states that the CIO has not responded to this 
plot." It reports that the CIO has taken the offensive against the forces of : 
‘reaction among which it includes the Ku Klux Klan, the Norman Thomas ~ Dubinsky 
Clique, and "The Hoover, Taft, Fish, Dies, Purveyors of National Humiliation." 

The article states that the CIO has taken long steps forward and that it draws 
encouragement from President Roosevelt's fight against those who "point a dagger 
at the throat of the people." The article as a whole assumes that the CIO 
political program will be-won against the "Forces of Reaction." 

In his colum, "Watch on the Potomac," in "New Masses" of December 28, 
1943, the subject published an article subtitled "The Anti-ivillkie Smear" in 
which he exposes a book by C. Nelson. Sparks, former mayor of Akron, Ohio, 
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entitled, "Qne Man - Wendell Willkie." The subject states in this article that 

the book by Sparks had aroused Senator Langer to demand a Senate investigation 

of "The conduct of the 190 National Convention of ‘the Republican Party with ; . 
a view to ascertaining whether there were irregularities in the selection of 
candidates for subject party for the office of President, and whether Harry 

Hopkins hada corrupt connection therewith." 


| a » According to Minton, Mr. Sparks purports to tell in his book the 4 
| tinside story" of the manner in which Mr. Willkie won thé nomination at the 
| an Republican Conventions 


| ‘Minton’ characterizes Senator Langer as a Republican maverick, a 
sedulous defeatist" who can't get along with Gerald Nye, a follower of the 

‘Hearst —-McCormick ~ Patterson tline'," who refuses to coordinate his activities 
with those of political elders like Herbert Hoover, Robert Taft, Arthur Vandenberg, 
| and Joseph Martin. 


. Minton continues that by underwriting Sparks? book Langer made the 
sane sort of mistake in the eyes of the Hoover — Raft - Vandenberg general staff 
as Alf Landon made a few weeks previously when he visited Washington. -"Everyone 
had forgotton Alf's existence and evidently no one had tipped him off as to | 
what he should say. So Landon charged out of oblivion to squeak that for his 
money he wanted no part of the coalition foreign policy outlined at Moscow, 
Cairo, and Teherane He, Landon, still plunked for isolationism. But this frank-, 
«ness, which revealed exactly where the Republican leaders stood, crossed up the 
wise old owls Like Hoover and Taft who quite shrewdly have ruled that discussion 
of foreign policy is banned until after November, 19). The contention is that 
foreign policy is not an election issue. Republican potentates plan to adopt 
the same platform on foreign policy in 194) as the Democrats -.in the hope that 
the voters will think the Republicans endorse coalition. Now Landon spills the 
beans by stubbornly insisting 'the principles of the Teheran: Conference are signed, 
‘but how are they going to be applied'? Reptblican big shots give out that they 
are all for coalition. It is all very. well to pay lip-service to the idea for 
campaign purposes, say high~placed. Republicans, but it is not all very well © 
to put the idea into action. The Hoover - Taft — Vandenberg bloc knows that 
_ the best way for the Republicans to lose the 19) election is to admit that 
* they are ‘thinking in imperialist terms, that they really want no.part of any 
coalition, that they are rabidly.anti-Soviet, anti~British, anti-Chinese, with 
about as.much use for the Good Neighbor Policy as they have for price control 
1 and rationing, subsidies, and social security. They-are not foolish enough 4 
to wage the coming Presidential election on principle ~ all they want is to \ 
win it. Langer and Landon talk too ache They anc the eS leaders 
with exposure.'t 


Minton then contends that the - Sepanieans did not play smart politics 
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in "sabotaging the Soldiers! Vote." top of this Minton states Landon's 

awkward revelation that the Republicans have no use for the coalition policy 

of Moscow is hardly likely to win friends, "even though the pontifical Hoover 
covered up by interpreting Landonts remarks to mean the exact opposite of what 

‘the Kansan said with such deliberation and exactness. To add still more grief 

to their bloody heads, Langer presented the Democrats with the opportunity of 

the century to investigate the 1910 Republican Convention and to scratch about 

for connections between Taft and the America Firsters, the role of the Isolation~ 
ists, and how much money the du Ponts and others poured into Philadelphia'ett 

_ Minton concluded that "It is high time for Americans to get acquainted with 

‘ ‘the ‘Republican Royal: Family. It is especially important for rarik-and—file - 
Republicans to know the men who run the National Machine, to recognize then 
for what they are,‘ the handful of rapacious men -still ‘committed to the Manifest 
Destiny, to the isolationist imperialism of the Elder Lodge, to the 'Business < 
of Amefica is Business! doctrine of Coolidge, to the Hoover Creed that all 
Social Security is an evil dole, and to the Liberty League du Pont anti-Union, 
Red-baiting, Fascist-minded dictum of 'let the suckers pay.'" 
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By confidential means Special Agents were able to observe a telegram 
received by Richard Bransten, April 7, 195, signed "Adam" requesting subject 
to write a.seventeen hundred word: Sunday magazine article on Hoover "relating — 
his foreign policy background to recent articles and activities." It is - 
believed that "Adam" is Adam Lapin of the "Daily Worker," New York City, fornerly 
Washington correspondent, for that publication. The telegram in question emanated 
from New York City. 


Through the technical surveillance being maintained on John Howard 
Lawson, Communist functionary in the motion picture industry, it has been learned 
that many prominent Communists in Los Angeles have expressed concern over a 
newly formed organization know as the "Declaration of Interdependence Organization" 
which has recently opened an office at 112 South La Brea in Los Angeles. The 
organization is apparently headed by Will Durant, author, and is reportedly —~ 
supported ‘by ex-President Herbert Hoover. - They planned a.dimer for April 22, 
1945, to feature as speakers Theodore Dreiser, author, Bette Davis, actress, 
and Thomas Mann, author. The-subject, Richard Bransten, is among those who 
have criticized the organization and attempted to discredit it, he-having advised . 
Lawson about it after which Lawson discussed the question with ‘the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization to consider steps to combat the organization. Lawson 
stated he would attempt to convince Messrs. Dreiser and Mann and Miss Bette * 
’ Davis that they should not appear in behalf of the organization. The chief 
argument being used to discredit this movement is the fact that Herbert Hoover is 
connected with it.. The "Declaration of Interdependence" contained in the invitations 
to the dinner to be given by the organization on April 22, 195, stated that 
differences of race, color, class, and creed are necessary in the nature of 
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‘things and points out the need for tolerance and understanding in satuaeing 
these differences. John Howard Lawson has characterized this statement as 

one in direct conflict with the Declaration of Independence, which states that 
all men are created equals 


John Stuart, who has collaborated with subject in the past in literary 
ventures, wrote an article entitled, "Doctor Hoover's Nostrums," which was pub- yas 
lished in "New Masses," April 10, 1945. . The article is of a derogatory nature 
and criticizes Herbert Hoover!s book, "The Problems of a Lasting Peace."* The 
article characterizes Mr. Hoover as a traitor of the type that says "better Hitler 
than Stalin." Reference is made by Stuart to a book of memoirs by former Senator 
-. James E. Watson of Indiana, entitled, "As I Knew Them," which Stuart states 

is the source of strategy to be employed by the "Hoover Crowd" to defeat the 
San Francisco Conference. 


By strictly confidential means, access was obtained by Special Agents 
to a letter written by the subject to William Schneidermam. The letter began, 
’ "Dear Comrade Schneiderman.". In it Minton advised-Schneidermann that "New Masses" 
had just asked him to cover the United Nations Conference in San Francisco, and 
that he felt the responsibility was a very serious one and that ‘he needed all 
the help and advice he could get. He stated he was hoping friends and acquaintances 
from Washington would attend the Conference and be available for interviews 
and discussions, but that he needed still more guidance and would be appreciative 
if he could be included in any discussion groups which might be.set ‘up by 
Schneidermann for the period of the Conference and that if this was not to be 
. dome he would like to see Schneidermann regularly so*he‘could have the advantage 
of talking over with him the problems that would arise. He requested suggestions 
as to specific reading he could do ahead of the Conference and stated he 
followed "The Nation," "The New York Times," and the "Daily Worker" and had 
studied Earl Browder's two recent books. 


It was ascertained March 27, 1945, through the technical surveillance 
on John Howard Lawson that a meeting was being‘planned to be held at the subjectis 
home to discuss an institute being planned by the People's Educational Center. 
The persons dominating this meeting were Kenneth Howard, Director of PEC, ‘and 
John Howard Lawson, Communist functionary in the motion picture industry. It 
was planned that the institute would be held April 19 or 20, so that the decisions 
made and the conclusions reached could be publicized in the interests of the 
proposal to have the Dumbarton Qaks and Bretton Woods question favorably 
-acted upon by the United Nations Conference at San Francisco. A surveillance. 
of this meeting was conducted by Special Agents Fred G. Dupuis and Robert W 
Hollman at the residence of subject, 5 North Bristol, Brentwood, West Los 
Angeles. Both John ‘Howard Lawson and Kenneth Howard were observed to arrive 
for this meeting. 
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It was also ascertained through strictly confidential means that the 

subject had in his possession a letter received April 16, 19,5, from Washington, 
D.C. The letter was signed "Angus" and was dated at o16 B Street, Ne Ee, _ 
Washington, D. C., March 31, 1945. It was not postmarked, however, until April 

11, 1945. The frank on the envelope was that of the Foreign Economic Adminis- 
tration, Office of Lend-Lease Administration, Washington, D.C. Special Agent o 
S. Isaacs has ascertained that this stationery is obsolete and apparently everyone 

in the Foreign Economic Administration is using it. The letter states in part, 
"Washington is all agog over 3 votes for the USSR and Moscow demanding to seat: 
Poland at S.F. This voting business is:not all that meets the eyes of the press- 
readers. Someone gave the story to Andrews of Herald-T and that someone has r 
a V among his initials. If Argentina muscles into S.F. as a United Nation, I 

doubt whether Gromyko will attend. In a word things are very hot, and there 
« may be more than one set of burnt fingers before Japan is forced to surrender : 
unconditionally.!! The writer states there is a slight chance he may succeed 
Archibald Mac Leisch and that there is a real job to be done in the LC, evidently 
referring to the Library of Congress. ‘He states that he and Mary Jane gave a 
_ cocktail party for Wayne Morse and Hugh DeLacy and wives. He also states that 

Adan, possibly referring to Adan Lapin’ will be missed and he ‘imagines he will 

iss some things about Washington. 


The telephone directory of the Foreign Economic Administration lists 
only one individual whose given name is Angus and that is Angus Cameron. Special - 
Agent Isaacs discreetly ascertained that he is an industrial engineer fron 
_ Michigan, whose local address is 4919 Hampden Lane, Bethesda, Maryland. The 
files contain no information relative to this individual, and it is not believed 
that he is the author of the letter received by Bransten. ; 


a A search of the telephone directory of the Foreign Economics Adminis= 
tration discloses several individuals whose given name is Mary J, among whom 
there is one whose nare ‘is Mary Je Keeneye There is also listed one Philip 0. 

Keeney e 


Philip O6« Keeney Was the subject of a recent investigation under 
the Hatch Acts -He was employed at that time at the Library of Congress. It 
was learned that he was discharged from the University of Montana, where he was 
librarian in 1937 for alleged incompetence. He brought a suit in the Montana 
Court, which he won and which resulted in considerable publicity. The investi- 
gation did not develop any evidence that he was a member of the Communist Party. 


In applying for a Government ‘position Mary Jane Keeney, ‘the wife of 
Philip 0. Keeney, furnished as a reference the name of Wayne L. Morse. It will 
be recalled that in his letter to the subject "Angus" stated that he and Mary 
Jane had given a party for Wayne Morse and Hugh Delacy. Although there is no 
indication in the’ Bureau files that Philip 0. Keeney has used the alias of 
tAngus, ' it ‘is believed that he is very probably the’author of the letter ‘to 
Bransten. 
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A sumary of a speech delivered by subject at an, institute" com # 
ducted at the Shoreham Hotel, Los Angeles, Califorriia, on April 15, 1945, by . 
the Peoples Educational Center, was obtained through:a strictly confidential 
“sources The Subject asserted that the Republican Administration ain the United 
States in 1920 arrogantly stood by: and.decided the world was "Anericats oyster 
on the basis' that: the United States alone could dominate the world. He de- : 
scribed this policy as "predatory imperialism" and stated there are still 
people in this country who advocate ‘this "Luce thinking, who are organizing - 
‘now, at this moment, for the post-war’ world* they desire, the-world they see 
as the American Century.! ‘He stated the League of Nations failed and that 
fSustice was trampled by dollar diplomacy. Subject proceeded to a discussion 
of what he termed the forces opposing the United Nations Conference at San_ 
-Francisco-and expressed considerable criticism of Herbert Hoover and Senator 
‘Vandenberg whom he termed "Hoover's stooge." He stated that Hoover and 
Vandenberg Jtvant to delay and amend (proposals recommended at the United 
Nations Conference); to isolate the Soviet Union; make former enemies Allies, 
and then use these new friends to right wrongs committed by our present Allies. 
That is Mr. Hoover's peace---the Third World War. Subject stated Herbert 
Hoover desires spheres of influence and isolation of the USSR in world 
affairs, and to this end is aided by the Hearst Press, ‘Patterson and McCormick, 
Scripps~Howard and Henry Luce, "all who fear the common man, who dread a 
higher. standard of living, higher cultural attainment, growth of trade unions, 
‘the spread of democracy, who hate life, health, vigor and progress! He 
‘described, Herbert Hoover as “America's most able philosopher of ultra-reaction.! 
He contended that the weapons of the reactionary groups just referred to are 
falsehoods, the spreading of confusion, Red baiting, libel of our Allies. 
Referring to the problems coincident to world ‘peace he stated "We must believe 
din the essential integrity of our Allies who have proved themselves in war," 
and continued by stating that when the problems of peace are "presented by 
disrupters, the defeatists, the imperialists, who do not want peace, who do 
not want to sacrifice a dollar for stability and security - these problens 
as presented by such spokesmen of chaos and doom are something else again ~ 
they are the counsel of our enemies." 


Subject ‘closed his speech as follows: "Defeatism has nothing ‘to’ 
offer those who struggle for a progressive world of stability and peace. 
It is our function,-the functioning of even the handful of us here this 
afternoon, to popularize the issues ‘and decisions reached in San Francisco. 
The people must be mobilized to win the peace, just as they had to be mobilized 
to win the war, because in the end the Wily Mes must inevitably lose, if the 
people understand. They are subtle, they are clever, they are slippery, the 
Hoovers and the America Firsters, but they are never successful: against a 
resolute saa aah an informed and determined Bescrety 


= 


Einanolal Resources = 


The following 4nformation ie set out for the purpose. of indicating 
the ability of the subject to finance a.biography of Herbert Hoover and ad-~ 
ditional sources from: which he may be ableto secure assistance in this re- 
garde 


; Correspondence in the possession of Louise Bransten, access to 
which was obtained by strictly confidential means, includes a letter fron 
the subject to Louise, dated September 11, 19:3, in which ‘the subject thanks 
‘Louise for her willingness to help out on a book or.magazine. Further re- 
marks are contained in the letter concerning the magazine and make reference 
to one Corliss (who may possibly be Corliss Lamont), and the subject stated . 
that he needed a little money to start, "I should say about $10,000." It 
will be recalled that it has been shown elsewhere in this menorandun that 
the relationship existing between subject and his former wife, Louise; is. 
a friendly one and that she has iad assisted him dn financing previous 
venturese 


Ina questionnaire filed with ‘his draft board, subject stated on 
January 23, 191, that he earned $35.00 per week and that his income from his 
occupation was $1500, while that from other sources was $2500. He stated that 
the value of his home was $5000 and that he had stocks and bonds to the 
value of $35,000 to $0,000, from which he received.a net income of over ou 


$2500 for the preceding year. i‘ 


‘From.a confidential report of Dun.and Bradstreet it was ascertained 
on May 23, 1941, that Bransten had reportedly in-ex¢ess of $30,000 in good in- 
“vestments and had an income of $3000 to $4,000 per year and life insurance 
in the amount of $10,000. 


Richard Bransten, according ‘to a report of the Westport, Connecticut, 
- Police Department, dated August 28, 191, purchased a home on Easton Road, 
Westport, Connecticut, from 5. Le Greenberg. The deed bears $6.50 in can- 
celled stamps, indicating the purchase price was $6500. Edward L. Greenberg 
has advised ‘that payments were made for this home - “according to the terms of 
the contracts ae 


Henry W. Coley, a postal employee at Westport, Connecticut, confi~ 
dentially ddvised that the Branstens formerly resided in a $20,000 home™ 
located on Easton Road, which was vacant from the latter part of October, 
191 to the spring of 192, when it was rented to Mr. and Mrs. John .F. Roach 
of Wilton, Connecticut. Mr. Coley further advised that Bransten received a 
monthly check from the B and J or M.and J Coffee Company of San Francisco. 

As previously indicated on page one of this memorandum, Mr. Charles Malamuth * 
“of New York advised that the subject's family omed a nationally Jknom firn 
distributing MJB Coffees 
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Richard Bransten opened a checking account at the City Bank, 
Pennsylvania Avenue Branch, Washington, D..C., on November 3, 19), accord= 
ing to information confidentially furnished by Mr. Joseph J. Stephenson, 
assistant cashier and manager of the Pennsylvania Avenue Branche Mre 
Stephenson stated that Bransten purchases a large number of War-Bonds and 
made an application for War Bonds on August 31, 1943, when he deposited a 
check for $8,1:3009l2 Stephenson also believes that a check for $1500, 
charged against the account. on September 9, ‘193, was in payment for War 
Bonds applied for. on August 31, 1943. The balance in Bransten's account ~ 
would be increased to a considerable sum and then reduced by one large 
checke ‘The highest balance was that of $23,274.95 on March 25,192, on 
which date a deposit of $1200 was made. The average balance in the account 
was about $3000, but for the nine months preceding October 26, 1943, it was 
about $1500. October 26, 1943, the balance was $1603. The following are~ 
some of the larger checks which were drawn on the account: . 


a 


‘Date Charged Amount 
i March 27, 192 $ 2,508.00 . 
"April 6, 1942 19,427 636 
, April 27, 1942 - 3, OU 610 
September 15, 192 6,829.60 ie 
P September 21, 192 5,000.00 > 
September 30, 1942. - 1,300.00 
May 15, 1943 | 34750400 
July 2, 1943 * 2,065.50 
September 9, 19)3 ; 1,500.00 - 
September 23, 1943 - 56002000 a 


Some of the largest deposits were as follows:. 


, Date Description Anount 
February 28, 19:2 Checks on out-of-town banks $8,197.38 
March h, 19:2 Checks on out~of-tom banks 52375200 
~ September 4, 1942 Checks on‘ out-of~town banks 75 32482 
May 11, 19:3 Checks on out-of-tom banks ly 500.00 
~ August 31, 1943 Check of Nat Goldstone Agency, 8,1;30.9) | 
' Bank of America, - 
Hollywood, California \ + 


‘A check dated October 13, 193, issued to Cash was endorsed by 
“May Healey, who was financial secretary of the Coamunist Party in the District 
of Columbias A check for $6.00, payable to Cash, dated October 18, 1913, was 
endorsed by Eva Lapin, a member of the Communist Party and correspondent of 
the "Daily Worker. 
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De. Coy. the Reno residence was sold by the Branstens in September, "1912. 
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According to ‘the Credit Bureau, 1221 G Street, N. W., Washington, 


Correspondence in the possession of Louise Bransten, access to 
which was obtained in a strictly confidential manner, indicates that : 
Bransten sent to Louise a check for $2000 late in 193, this being the sun ae 
she had advanced to’ "In Fact.!! : = , 

Leonard Lyon's colum in the “iashington Post" in January 21, 1shihs 
stated that Ruth McKenney and the subject were going to. Hollywood, 
California, where they had sold a story to Columbia Pictures for $28,000, 
which wey mae written and which was based on Meshing Life..- 


‘From documents in the possession of the absect a Los Angeles, 
access to which-was obtained in a highly confidential manner, it was deter- . 
mined that the subject and his wife maintain bank accounts with the Village 
Branch’ of the Security First National Bank, Westwood, ‘Los Angeles, California, 
the Beverly Hills Branch of the California Bank in Beverly Hills and the 
Sunset~Clark Branch of the Bank of America in Los Angeles. The principal 
account is that maintained at the Sumset-Clark Branch of the Bank of America, 
and the other two accounts are sustained through deposits “draw on the Sunset- 
Clark account. The account at the Security First National Bank, Village ; 
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Branch, ranged froci $4,125.93 downward, this amount having been deposited 
‘on March 29, 1945. The accomt at the California ‘Bank, Beverly Hills Branch, 
‘ranged from approximately $5,000 downward, a deposit of $1,600 having. been 
made on March ‘2h, 1945S - 

' Checks in.the ‘amount of $2,020.90 and $1,702 in favor of the 
. Collector of Internal ‘Revenue were draym on March 12, 1945. The only ur. 
‘usually large deposit made to the subjects! accounts were in the amount of 
$4,500 on March 1 and $18,000 on March 23, 1945. Both deposits were made 
at the Sunset-Clark Branch of the Bank of Americas . 


ne cr agent of the Bank of America in 

~ Los Angeles and 2 co en ormant, determined that these deposits ‘re- 

flected money received for two motion picture stories sold by the subjects to 
Twentieth Century Fox Studios, reportedly for $25,000 each. -Money deposited 


to subjects! account was handled by ‘the Nat Goldstone Agency, Los AngelesSe 


A confidential credit report concerning Richard Bransten, made by 

' the Retail Merchants Credit Association in Los Angeles, indicates that the 
residence at 5 North Bristol Avenue was purchased by the Branstens and was 
valued at $23,500. There was an encumbrance of $15,000 and the payments were 
$135 a month. Nat Goldstone, 9121 Sunset-Boulevard, Los Angeles, and Curtis 
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Brown Limited, New York, are agents for the subject and his wifee It is reported 


that the subject maintains a permanent home at Westport, Connecticut. It is 
believed that this refers to the house on Easton Road, purchased from Mre 
Greenberg, reference to which has previously been made. The credit report es- | 
timates the annual income of the subjects for 19h) at $40,000. It states that — 
Mrs. We Be McKenney, 31); Merriman Road, Akron, Ohio, is a relative of Ruth 
McKenney, also knomm as Mrs. Richard Franstens 


Records at the office of the sounty clerk in San : Wetacdas, dis~ 
close that Abraham Rosenberg, the father of Louise Bransten (subject's first 
wife.from whom he is now divorced), died in 1929, leaving an estate of 
$2, 238,000.00. He was survived by his wife, Alice J., and his only child, 
Louise, who was the beneficiary of a $500,000 trust fund containing a pro- 
vision that $250,000 be given to her outright on her twenty-fifth birthday 
and the other half turned over to her -when she reaches the age of forty-fivee 
Upon attaining ‘the age of. twenty-five years, ‘Louise entered into an agreement 
with the executors and ‘trustees of her father's estate to accept shares of 
stock in Rosenberg Brothers Company, Inc., her father's firm, in lieu of 
$250,000 in cash. This arrangement was made because the main asset of the 
‘ estate was stock of the Rosenberg Company, and the sale of sufficient stock 
to raise $250,000 would have resulted in someone other than a family member 
gaining a foothold in the company’s The balance of the trust fund is now in 
‘trust with the Wells-Fargo Bank and Trust Company, San Francisco, successor 
trustees under the terms of the will. An examination of the accountings 
filed on behalf of the trustees under this trust indicates Louise Bransten!s 
income from the trust is approximately $0,000 per year. The county clerk's 
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‘records also show that Louise Bransten received $30,000: in cash fron one He 
Jerusalem who died in 1920. P 


The technical sunveliaance on the caeeenie of, Louise Bransten 
disclosed that her mother died on August 18, Wu3. 4 


TITLE, PURPOSE AND CONTENTS OF BIOGRAPHY 
‘ Piobogranhite copies of the work so far ‘completed on subject's 
‘biography of Herbert Hoover have recently been made available through.a 
strictly confidential -source, ‘together with copies of: correspondence -re~ 
lating to the biography exchanged: between Richard Bransten and Seymour .Bakst 
and between Richard Bransten, Herbert Hoover and other individuals, and copies 
of material ‘apparently ‘being used as research material by Brensten, and. copies 
of several 3.x 5 cards recording the titles of publications which are also 
' apparently being used.by Bransten for research purposes. This has been 
divided into five sections as folors? = 
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I. Correspondence betmeen Richard Bransten and. Seynour Bakst. . 


II, Correspondence eatwaen Richard Bransten and Herbert Hoover, 
Levi T, Pennington, William A. Morrss, Doctor ‘Ray Lyman 7 Wilbur, 
and Ve Je Jerome. 


III. The first three chapters and Chapter Fivé-of the blography 
bearing the tentative title "Defeat — the Story of Herbert 
Hoover, by Bruce Minton, with the assistance of Sy Bakst. 


YW. Miscellaneous research. sources. 
V. Card index of publications used in research 


The following is a. summary of, ‘the material transmitted by the 
‘Los Angeles Field Offices 


Ie CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN 
"RICHARD BRANSTEN. AND SEYMOUR ‘BAKST 


‘ The correspondence ‘between. Bransten and Bakst deals-with the financial 
and other arrangements between them, ‘the-objectives, purposes and contents of 
the biography and the discussions of various problems relating:to it. 


i‘ RESPONSIBILITY FOR BIOGRAPHY 


a4 
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Bransten makes it clear that he desires to write ‘this book himself 
without collaboration and that he assumes full responsibility for the final text. 


@ ; : ©. 
x 
1 


~*~ 


In a letter to Bakst dated June 13, 19s, Bransten states: 


iiMy idea is to write the book myself, with your research. 
The book would be presented to a publisher when possible, signed as 
follows: 'Bruce Minton, with the’ assistance of Si Bakst.* I. want’ 
to write this book myself without collaboration, with full acknowledg- 
ment to you.as above, and in addition in the e prerane, or the 
preceding acknowledgment. | 


In another portion of the ‘same letter, Sransten statess "I 
will take full responsibility for the final text," and again, "I want your 
help in formulation, in approach, in theory. Yet.I will take. ea aaa , 
for the final Bes for its mistakes and its wealmesses." 


Bransten also stated: 


"The book is my responsibility, ny wise, and I will write 
it and take.full responsibility for its organization, writing, contents, 
approach and outlook........I an not offering collaboration since as 
I want to do the writing and also want final decision....++e1 reserve 
‘the right to final decision on any question." 


. In ‘a menorandun recording the agreement detiween Bransten and 

Bakst dated June 30, 19l, Bransten stated: ; 

MIt is understood between us that I take final responsibility 
for the contents, approach, and method used in the book, and that I «.. 
shall be responsible for all writing. I shall make the transactions 
for publication in my name and any other business arrangements.....e 
The book shall bear the signature 'By Bruce Minton (or Richard Bransten . 
if I so decide) with the assistance of Sy sia on-the title page." 


Pa 


FINANCING THE BIOGRAPHY — 


It appears from the correspondence between Bransten and Bakst 
that the writing of the biography is being financed by Bransten.. There 
is no -indication of any financial assistance from any eee Sources 


On July 13, 19h, Bransten wrote to Bakst: ~~ 


‘tYesterday ‘we pulled the trick we set out to do by 7 
December ~- that is, to sell an, original movie story and secure oN 
ourselves for approximately the next year. .In that time Ruth 

must finish her novel and I want to’ get a real start on the 

Hoover bookeeseeeeein order to-insure our hitting the movie F 
business again, we must do some entertaining and see certain ° 


67 


2 
& ®& ’ 
' 
2 


™A 


PCOPLE.coscecell Ruth.and I feel we can hit it again, then we shall have 
to take time out for a movie story - about a month for each one." 


In ‘the same letter, Bransten advised Bakst that at that time he 
had $2,000 to spend for research and that he figured that the $2,000 
would cover Bakst'!s fee for ten months. He stated that he did not think 
‘Bakst could finish in that time and that he, Bransten, would try to raise the 
remainder necessary sometime between August, 19h, and May, 19h5. 


On June 30, 19hh, Brensten advised Bakst that he could not go 
too deeply into an investment on such a gamble on such a book. 


" e "I can only offer you the poor recompense of $3,000 for 
ten months work. Should it be necessary to stretch your work past this 
time, then the recompense should be at the seme rate of $300 a month. 
Naturally expenses for postage, materials, and necessary travel T 
will defer. JI am enclosing a check for $2,000.with the understanding 
that you start work on September 1, 194, and continue on the job 
until June 30, 1945." ® * 7 j ™ 
-  Bransten advised Bakst that the remaining $1,000-would be paid 
before March 1, 1945, at the latest. ; 


On September 26, 19h, Bakst acknowledged the receipt of Branstents 
check for $1,000. ” ; — 


: Bakst congratulated Bransten’ and Ruth "on selling another story - 
pardon me,.an idea," on February 5, 195. This would appear to indicate 
that the Branstens had just prior ‘to that date sold an idea or story 
possibly to a motion picture company. 


SCHEDULE 


On June 13, 194k, Bransten advised Bakst that within the next 
year he desired to get a ‘real start on the Hoover book. He stated that 
he and Ruth would have to work in the motion picture studios from July 10 
to July 31 and’ that after that he expected to be more or less free to : 

sart on Hoover." He also stated: 


"Of course I have obligations to the CPA and shall do 
some teaching; moreover, in order to insure our hitting the movie 
‘business again, we must do some entertaining and see certain people 
and in addition, I want to hand the NM (undoubtedly 'New Masses') an 
article about every two weeks, which takes about three days to do - 
getting material and writing.. If Ruth and I feel we can hit.it again, 
then we shall have to take time out for a movie story - about a month 
for each one. But Ido want to do the Hoover book and expect to start 
seriously after July." 


i. 
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Bransten also advised Bakst on June 13, i9hb, that he would 
like to start writing about February 1 and would like to finish the book 


by Decenber, 1945. ' 
a , : PROSPECTS FOR SALE OF BOOK 


. 
. 


Bransten has expressed a belief that the publication of this book 
will not result in any great profits to himself or Bakst and that its readers 
‘will probably be confined to individuals of leftist tendencies. 


In a letter to- Seymour Bakst dated June 30, 19, he states: 


Pag you will get no great fame or results out of the book. 

'" Te it is successful and creates interest, it, will probably ‘create - | 
interest only on the left. I ‘think you will get along with me a 
valuable body of knowledge and that both of us will be better 

, Marxists..+seeeed think you will gain knowledge with me that will 

enable us to teach, that will provide 2 base for future writing and 

future work of all sorts. I think you will be fitted for work in our 

press, and that if you don't want that sort of work you'will open up . 
' other perspectives." : , 


In discussing the terms of Bakst's compensation, Bransten states 
that he Bgrees to split -all royalties ‘from.the book, 
Nand if this book by any preposterous chance should ‘prove.a best~" 
seller (which-it won't), or sell to the movies, or what not,.then any 
income from-it shall.be shared equally by both of us in ‘the same 
extent it would if we were collaborating. But I-again emphasize that 
I don't think this agreement means anything, so far as paying off goes. 
It is.only a very outside chance." 


+ , 2. 


DUTIES OF SEYMOUR BAKST 
Seymour Bakst was hired by Bransten primarily to do research work 
for the book, Bransten has, however, made it clear that he. expects more than 
mere research from Bakxst. In writing to Bakst on June 13, 19k, Bransten | 
requested Bakst ‘to read and:check the’manuscript with him and promised that 
Bekst's advice, criticism and suggestions would be integrated as well as 
he, Bransten, could do it. Bransten stated: "I want your help.in formulation, 
in approach, in theory." : . 


~ 


In a letter dated June 30, 1944, to Bakst, Bransten stated: 


"It is possible also to get research assistemce at a reasonable 
rate. But with you I get much-more ~ I get help that is intelligent, 
. perceptive,’ and creative, and I can trust your judgment. and put a 
great deal more on your shoulders........Of course I shall consult 
you and discuss things with you and look forward to any suggestion 
or criticism.” ; : 
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COMPENSATION OF BAKST © 
The compensation to be received by Seymour Bakst for his assistance 
to Bransten is three-fold. He is to receive $3,000 covering his work from 
September 1, 19h) through May ‘31, 195. In the event it is necessary for him 
to continue beyond that date, he is to receive cash compensation at the rate 
of $300 per month. 


‘In addition, the book is to bear the signature "By Bruce Minton 
(or Richard Bransten) with the assistmce of Sy Bakst" on the title Pages — 
Bransten is also to attempt to have this signature placed on the cover of ~ 
‘the book as well as on the dust cover.’ < 


Bakst is also to receive one-half of all ‘royalties accruing fran 
the book, its reprint, translation or use in any other mediun. Z 4 


The correspondence indicates that the sum of $3,000 has already 
been paid to Bakst by Bransten,. 


ASSISTANCE FROM MARCANTONIO 


The correspondence between Bransten and Bakst indicates that 
Bakst has received assistance in obtaining books fram one Marcantonio. 


In writing | to Bransten on Septenber 11, ‘I9kh, Bakst stated: 


"I was up to Marcantonio's office and his secretary told 
me that you had-written. They were extremely cordial and.cooperative 
and told me they would be glad to request any books to be withdraw 4 
from the Library for us.* 


It is believed that the Marcantonio referred to is Congressman ‘ 
Vito Marcantonio and that the brary aia to is the aha of 
Congresse é ; ; 

On October 17, 19kh, “Bekst advised Bransten that he "was up to ' 
Marc'ts office" and, ‘ 


"Edith Johnson (she sends Ruth and you her best regards) is going -to 

obtain for me all of Hoover's books. These willc ome in very ‘ 
- handy when we start working.on.Hoover's intellectual and political 

development and can be easily integrated with the historical and 

color material." 


cal 
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‘PURPOSE AND CONTENTS OF BIOGRAPHY 


Marxist Approach 


In a letter dated June 13, 19h, Bransten expressed great confidence 
in Bakst's scholarship, accuracy, Marxism, and judgment and in a letter dated 
July 7, 194, Bakst professed respect for Bransten's judgment and experience 
and looked to their cooperation "to produce -a good, if not great, Marxist book." 
Bakst advised ‘Bransten in a letter dated June‘27, 19hh: 


t 


tos 


‘NI think-we should both do some basic introductory 

reading. A number of books I would suggest are Plekhanov's 

"Role of the Individual in-History,! 'Materialistic ; 

Conception of History, Lenin's 'Imperialism,' Browder's , 
'Teheran,! and possibly Leontiev.or Marx on the concentra= 
tion. and centralization of capital." 


On: September 26, 1944, Bakst wrote to peengeans "T. don't think that 
now it would serve any great purpose to discuss theoretical questions concerning. 
the presentation of the book since we both have the basic Marxist approach to the 
era and the man." 


Bakst sent to Bransten on August 17, 19h), an issue of "In Fact," 
which Bransten had.asked for, and ‘an article on Hoover from "Soviet Russia, Today." 


From the correspomence between Bransten and Bakst, it appears that 
they were considerably worried by the disagreement which then existed within © 
the Communist Political Association with respect to the line which the -Associa- 
tion should take ‘in economic and political affeirs and the effect which this 
disagreement mene have on their book. 


Ina totter to Bransten dated August 17, 19), Bakst states: "I just 
got back to town....I did receive your letter concerning the nature of capitalism, 
etc. Just before I cam back to the fair city of D.C., I saw V. J. Jerome, 

and discussed the matter with him." . 


-Bakst wrote more fully to Besastens concerning his discussion with : 
Jerome on-August 23, 194k. At that time Bakst stated to Bransten: 


"Now about me getting with V. J. Jerome, who I found to’be | 
@ very swell guy. I explained the question involved generally, and its 
basic relation to our book. Since this problem had not been discussed 
previously, he didn't feel he could give us.an immediate reply. However, 
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he suggested that we submit to him, first, the exact nature of the 
controversy and, second, a thesis of our intended work which is to 
include an outline of the material to be covered and what we intend 
to prove, thus enabling him to discuss the matter fully and:give us 
his suggestions, criticisms, etc. For obvious reasons, I ‘think the 
‘thesis should be written by you and I would appreciate having a copy 


of it. In the coursé of our discussion, I pointed out that we intended to 


use Lenin's basic definitions of imperialism as a foundation and showing 
how it applies to the peculiar development of capitalism in America. 
Jerome said that if we expected to use these basic definitions, etc., 
‘that such a book would certainly serve an excellent purpose. This 
led me to believe that he is in general agreement with these formulations 
as to the nature of capitalism and, that is the sum and substence of the 
matter...seeeOn consideration, perhaps it was a little optimistic to 
expect a reply to such a question upon its first presentation. I 

~ realize how importent this is in relation to our book. It would be 
very sad indeed for us both to spend some ten or more months on a 
book that would orily have an ephemeral value. That is, although we 
want our treatise on imperialism to be consistent -in the light of the 
present situation, at the same time we cannot forget that certain 
classical Marxist theories still hold true and that.should be the basis 
of our approach. No — I'm not hedging on Teheran, but some of the 
arguments being raised on the Coast (probably a reflection of some of 

- the articles which appeared in the D.i., particularly by Robt. Minor) 
give me cause for dismay. And now, I'd like to get my 2¢ into the 
discussion. With a few minor additions to your formulations as to: the 
nature and decline of imperialism, I feel that you are correct." 


There follows a long exposition of Bakst's views on capitalism and 
imperialism as related to current events. It is believed that the letters 
D. We in the above quotation represent the "Daily Worker." 


On'Septenber 19, 19h, Bakst advised Brensten that he was going to 
New York on the 26th. He stated: | 


"If E. B. (Earl Browder?) will be free to see me, I will try ‘to 

get his opinion on some.of the stuff that has been plaguing the Coast. 
I hope I don't meet Jerane since I don't know what, if anything, you 
‘wrote him. Naturally, any discussion will be directly in relation to 
what's happening ‘on the Coast and not pertinent to the book." 


# 


‘A letter from Bakst to Bransten dated October 31, 19h » contains a 


rather long discussion of the current line of the Communist Political Association. 


Bakst states: 
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MtEven out here, altho the idea hasn't been formulated as a r 
position, there is a great deal of talk about progressive. capitalism 
and the Communist Political Association leaders: are pretty busy them 
Selves explaining the wonderful things that capitalism has done, is 
doing, and will continue to doin the future. Of course, this is all 
swell but I think they are abandoning Marxism for the sake of- justifying 
@ position, rather than-having the position follow the Marxist approach 
to a historical situation. These guys, like Minor and Foster (not: so 
much Foster), are attempting to encumber dialectics with a new theory, 
namely, the rise and decline and ‘then again the rise of a system which. 
‘is decadent. Frenkly, I think that ‘this position, by the very nature & 
of events taking place on the international scene, will be smashedeeeee 
of course, I don't mean to imply here that Teheran is impossible, but 
I am certainly against the approach ‘being taken with regard to the 
achievement of Teheran... It is neither Marxist nor intelligent to : 
any person who has studied world economy from a Marxist viewpoint..eeee. 
It seems to-me that the correct approach would be ithat Teheran can 
‘work, not because capitalism is progressive, but because in its 
moribund stages, it must find a solution to problems that face it. 
We support this solution that capitalism is seeking since it also 
benefits the working SRSEC eS (Gn RICE er eave forces of the world." 


Section II of the material furnished by. the Los Angeles Office contains. 

a copy of.a letter -from V. J. Jerome to Bransten-dated November 29, 19h, which | 
can best be discussed at this point. In the letter Jerore stated to. Branstens* l 

tT was so impressed with your letter and your analysis of your book 
ain progress that I took the liberty of showing it to Comrade Browder, 
He liked your projected treatment of the Hodver theme, and requested 
me to convey to you his opinion ‘that you are 'on ‘the right track.' 
I know it will make you happy tohear this valued confirmation of . 
your central thesis. I hope you will proceed‘with the work." 


In-a letter dated December 19, 194k, Bakst stated .to Bransten: 


"We had a class ‘tonight dn which Al Lanon discussed ‘imperialism 

as @ progressive force in world affairs and imperialism.will continue. 

to be that in the postwar period.' This is not in itself the whole 

story, but-everything else that goes with it was thrown in for good 

measure, lee., the abolition of class struggle, etc., and his formulation =, 
on the peaceful transition to socialism is without a doubt the canplete 
adaptation of ‘the meliorism of the Second internationale, lock, stock, and 
barrel. . 


"among other ‘profoundities, he doesn't care if capitalism as it 

exists today ‘would last for another '960-million years.! You have given 
me an -insight to some of the rubbish they are peddling on the Coast for 
Marxism, and as Al said, 'for a further adaptation of Marxism and Leninisn.' 
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But the stuff I heard tonight is almost unbelievable coming from a 
responsible leader -and theoretician of the Communist Political 
Association. I don't know whether to be insulted or flattered 
‘after Al's harangue of 'Marxism in. the present world situation! 
when he told me that my approach was academic.....I am certain. 
that Al has not concocted this position himself, but is no doubt 
- carrying back the official attitude of the National Comittee. 
This.disturbs me a great deal ‘and I would therefore be interested 
to know if, in your letter to Jerome, you: ‘raised:some of ‘these 
questions and whether you received a reply.” 


et As will appear hereinafter, the plan of the Bransten biography on 
‘Herbert Hoover is to link Herbert Hoover with American imperialism and to show 
that’ he ‘was.connected with the most reactionary forces of imperialism and that 
the decline of Herbert Hoover coincided with the decline of American imperialism. 
Obviously, if the Communist Political Association were to take the line that 
imperialism and capitalism are after all progressive, the effect upon the theory 
of* the een would be disastrous. 


TWO-FOLD CHARACTER OF BIOGRAPHY 

It appears’from the correspondence between Bransten and Bakst that 
the biography of Herbert Hoover is ‘to deal with the development and course of 
capitalism and imperialism ‘in the United States and with the life of Herbert 
. Hoover, viewed against the: background of his times, 


‘ Ina letter to Bakst dated June 13, 19h, Brensten sated: 


"The book is a two-fold one.....The excuse is the life of Hoover — 
but the book is the life ‘and times of Herbert Hoover, and an-analysis 
-of why he does things his way, why he thinks his way, what is his 
purpose, what he wants, what he foresees....ethe guts of the book 
‘ -‘will consist of a detailed understanding of American capitalist 

development, of the formation and methods and reasons for, American 
imperialist development, its specific characteristics, CECocececes 
The main topics we will have to understand are something like this: . 
(1) How and-why did American imperialism develop out of mercantile 

- capitalism. (2) What did this do to the domestic economy from 1870: 
to the preSent time: (3) Americats relations in the Far East, the Boxer ° 
Rebellion, the Open Door Policy, the Great War, subsequent develoments, 

_ the war with Japan, relations with the Soviet Union and China, why does 
Willkie take the line he does in Mme World, why is there opposition to 
it, where does Hoover stand. (l)) Latin America, through the exploitation 
of the 20!s and ‘the Good Neighbor policy to the present war. (5) 
Relations.with Europe for this period. (6) America's colonial policies ~~ 
why and wherefore. (7) The export of capital, what.it is, how it works, 
why and wherefore, and an examination of the: problems of the export of 
capital ‘in light of the Teheran position. (8) How and why did America 
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get involved in the First World War, in this World Wass (9) A close 
scrutiny of Hoover's role in the Far East, in China, in the mining 
business, in world war relief, -in the first intervention and the 
killing off the revolutionary movements in middle Europe. (10) 
Hoover's role as Secretary of Commerce, his philosophy, his 
perspectives, why he fought with Mellon, what capitalist interests 

he represented and why. (11) Hoover as President, the why and , 
wherefore of his-actions. (12) Hoover as leader of the Liberty 
Leagues (13) ‘Hoover as leader of ‘the 2nd attempt at ea ag 
(Finnish war). (14) Hoover as appeaser, present philosophy, why 

and wherefore, what are its roots, whom does he speak for, what reasons, 
etc. Also we must point out the clear differences between the develop~ 
ment of American imperialism and British, French, German, Russian, 
Italian and Japanese imperialism. We must understand this thoroughly. 
Moreover, we must understand: the specific quality’ ita personality of 
American nomial 
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With Yesvest to the methods of dealing with Herbert Hoover, Bransten 
further states: 


' ‘ "Care mst be taken that all quotations, figures, and so 5 forty 
are absolutely accurate. Research must be’ checked as well as the 
material checked back after it is put into manuscript. Further, 
we must be careful not ‘to misrepresent, not to take things out of 
context, not to rig the material. That you understand as well as 
‘L do. Also, we must be sympathetic to Hoover, give him every’ break, 
so that he is destroyed not by us but by himself, that his ‘expose! 

emerges from the material, and with the best will in the world on 

'» our part, he becomes what he is." : : 


In.a letter ‘to Bransten dated June 27, 194k, Bakst suggests that . 
they set themselves two perspectives of work at the outset, the first being 
to become intimately familiar with the subjective life of Hoover, knowing 
his every move and action for the entire period covered, and the second being 
to study the rise of American capitalisn, its influence upon the other 
imperialist nations, its search for markets and colonies, etc. Bakst 
stated: "Once we'have sufficient information about Hoover and the development 
of both. American and foreign imperialism, I don't think it will be too difficult 
to place Hoover in his “proper historical setting." 


Bakst. also suggested’ with "reference to the method: of dealing with 
Hoover,: *In principle, I think there is one thing we should try to avoid. That 
is, to quote Hoover against himself in order to ‘expose! the reactionary role 
played by him. Rather, it should be approached from the point of'view that 
Hoover retrogresses at the same rate with decadent imperialism, inasmuch 
as he is an individual reflecting and acting according to the ideology covering 
a given section of his class. He can then be destroyed, not by us, but by 
himself." With reference to the point of view that Hoover retrogresses at the ° 
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same rate with decadent imperialism, this asin reminds the reader of the 
trepidation with which Bransten and Bakst view the theory held in some quarters 
in the Communist Political Association to the effect that capitalism and 
imperialism may, afterall, be progressive. 


In a postacript to the letter of June 27, 19h), just referred to, 

Bakst makes the following significant statements: 

tAs' I was ready to send off this letter, Hoover delivered his speech 
to the Convention. Since I now feel a close kinship to him, I had more 
than’an academic interest in the views expressed by ‘this great statesman. . 
On the basis of the line he laid dow in his address, I think it is more 
then imperative that we politically castrate him,and the section of American 
fascism for which he speaks. His anti~Sovlet slanders; his program for 
the establishment of reactionary governments in Europe; his approach 
to solving the national questions via rugged individualism and open- 
shoppism; his plan for the utter destruction of Teheran; ‘his three‘ spheres 
for the maintenance of peace; his internationalism (apparently via 
telephone or special delivery air mail) -in the period of peace and 
reconstruction; etc., lay barethe perspectives of the Hooverite 
’ clique. Needless to say, I could go on and on, but it occurs to me that 
you don't need to be convinced." 


~ 


on. September 26, 19h, in a letter to Bransten, Bakst referred to a 
letter he had received from Bransten which he stated gave him a greater 
. perspective of the material they wanted covered in.the book. He stated: 


"It really dolls itself dowmm to: Understanding the forces that 
gave rise'to imperialism; the specific action taken by the various 
imperialist countries; the: entrance of the U. S. as an imperialist 
nation; also the effect of imperialism on Hoover; the effect on.Hoover's 
actions and thinking caused by his relationship with the innumerable 
types of-peoples and govermments that he dealt with during his career. 
Also, to examine Hoover's private life and social life to see his reactions . 
‘when: he could relax and.be off his guard, Then, we see Hoover energing 
-as an International figure -- a leader who is faced with war, social - 

: revolution and the heterogeneous struggles that face capitalism in the 
epoch of the general crisis of capitalism. We then examine his philosophy 
and his guiding ideologies. For Hoover'no longer only reflects the effects 
of the times upon him, but takes the hegemony among imperialists in 
trying to mold events, which finally culminates with the position taken ' 
by Hoover and-his section of finance and capital. 


It is apparent that the portions of the book ‘which had- been finished 
were submitted by Bransten to Bakst for his criticism, inasmuch as Bakst wrote 
a long letter to Bransten dated: ‘February ag 1945, embodying his criticisms 
and suggestions. 
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The proposed title of ‘the book, "Defeat --- The Story of Herbert 
Hoover,'". was rather: severely eriticized by Seymour Bakst in the following 
‘language: 


¥ 


"* «,....There is one thing that I think should be are 
and ‘that is the title and part of the foreword. If Defeat is the 
story of HH, then one of. the main purposes of the book is negated. . 
the fact is that HH received a setback when the American people 
rejected his idedlogies and policies. Yet, the battle is not ‘won 
. and the menace of Hooverism and that section of finance capitalisn 

still exists and is very strongly entrenched in Anerican life. 

Qe of the purposes of ‘this book, therefore, is to show its origin 

“and its development and its logical conclusion if imposed upon 
American life --- Fascism. ‘The battle has not been decisively ‘won 
until we can extirpate Hooverisn by realizing the perspectives . 

of Teheran and only until then can we acknowledge the defeat of 
Hooverism. Certainly £.B. in exposing the role of the Hooverite 
section of the Republican Party in planning for the 19h) election 
by preparing for it since 190 pointed out adequately that Hooveriss 
and the influence that HH exerts is alive and virile and still has 
to be combated. ‘In fact, you did an excellent job in pointing that 
out on page iv of the foreword, second sentence on.....I am going 
‘to send along a name which you may think very corny. HH wrote a 
book called 'The Challenge to Liberty.! JI wonder if we would give 
our book a positive appEcesh by titling it "HH —- The Challenge to 
Liberty." 


It is believed that the initials BE. Be are intended to refer to 
Earl Browder. . ~ 


‘pakst also criticized the statements made in the foreword of he 
‘phography beginning on page ii to the effect that only at the apex of his 
life after he attained the rank of President, did Herbert Hoover taste the 


wormwood of defeat.. He also criticized the atatements made on page iv of the 


foreword. In this regard Bakst stated; 


Windle what ‘you say is true about HH “tasting defeat it is not true 
that he lost. — You give the answer very well by stating that EH doesn!t 
_ consider this as a defeat but simply a ‘refusal on the part of the 
f#merican people to allow Hoover to carry thru the policies that he 
. wanted to develop ‘and, as you further say, the fact that he self-- 
~ justifies ‘his attenpts certainly proves ‘that he doesn't consider 
himself defeated, but rather rebuked. gen as you point out, which - 
would be ‘in contradiction ‘to nwiber 1, 2 and 3, the battle stall rages 
and our book certainly is not going to prove ‘that, Hoover and Hooverism 
is defeated, but rather (anong other things), the necessity to create 
the conditions that will lead to this defeat. On further thought, 
the title is a misnomer in the positive sense because taking HH's life 
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as a whole, certainly this orphaned, poor youth has gone a long way 
along the road to success. The title.and a small section of the | 
foreword is_correct.if we speak of Defeat, the life of HH, only as the 
attempt of HH to thwart progress, but this is not the chief perspective: 
of Hoover. He not only wants to thwart progress in the sense of main- 
taining rugged individualisa, etc., but as a positive pryran of | 
shackling America with Fascism and:bringin to the world the 'Anerican ; v 
era! of predatory American imperialism. In this, he has yet to be = 
defeated." 


With reference to the use of the word, defeatism, in the third 
line of the second paragraph on page iv of the foreword, Bakst states, 
"Defeatlan is the.negative sense of the positive term fascism. I-think 
we might continue -to associate Hoover with his positive role of fascism." 
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CONNECTION OF HERBERT HOOVER WITH AMERICAN IMPERIALISM ~ | 


According to statements of Bransten in a letter to Bakst on ‘June 
30, 194k, the book will attempt to show Herbert Hoover's development in re-. 
lation 40. the development of American imperialiea and in particular ‘to the 
development of the: host reactionary aspects of American imperialisa. 


"J want to answer such. questions as why Anerican imperialism de- 
veloped the way it. did, why it developed at the time it did, what, 
were and are its salient and distinctive features, its specific 
characteristics, its likenesses and differences to other ee . 
igs, its general courses") 


a 


Bransten also stated in the same’ letter, v4 


x 


: "Hoover should be treated not hostilely, but syzpathetically, with 
understanding, given every break. He should not be quoted to 
‘expose! him, but an. attempt made to understand:his ‘thinking and 
reasons for‘his outlook. ‘the book is not an expose nor is it a 
nuckraking job. It is a biography of a significant figure and his 
‘tines, and through this biography, an attempt to aca ‘the 
development and retrogression of a social system." \ 


The difficulty in connecting Herbert Hoover with the specific de- 
velopment of AmeYican imperialism was bea out in a letter from Bakst to 
~ Bransten, dated September 10, 1944, in which he said, 


"Altho it should be comparatively easy to connect Hoover with the 
general development of imperialisn throughout the world, since 

he had close connections with Belgian, German, Dutch, English. 
dnerican, etc., industrialists and bankers, one of the big diffi- . 
culties will ‘be to connect his early development with the specific 
development of American imperialism. This, of course, becomes in- 

‘ creasingly evident when he went to Bewick Moreing and Co., and 

_worked:in close proximity with British capital, as well as foreign 
governments. With the outbreak of the war Hoover becomes more 
closely associated with American ‘imperialism thru his adninistra- 
tive positions and that period froaa 1914 on will be meat for us. 
At this writing, however, I cannot clearly see how we are going ‘to 
link him up specifically with the developing of Anerican inperial- 
ism of 1898 through 191). JI am saying this only on the basis that 

; I am ignorant of the specific details of American capitalist de- 

‘ velopment. However, I am sure there must be a link which we will 
probably find in studying imperialism that'connects Hoover to 
Anerican imperialisn prior to 1914. I say this only on the basis 
that the conscious bourgeoisie of America in 191, would not accept 
Hoover as the knight in the shining armor unless they were pretty 
certain that he would go to bat for their interests, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that he was more closely connected with the British 
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and foreign finance capital. This is’ something we will have to find 
out, since none of the guys who I have read mentioned it in any 
specific detail. Let me have some of your ideas." 2 Oo 


ote 


Bakst advised Bransten, on September 11, 1944, that he had already 
uncovered some sources whith would give them an insight into Hoover with re~ 
gard to labor, his ability as a mine manager, and his "financial manipylations". 
Bakst suggested that Bransten obtain a copy of H. J. Curle’s "Goldmines of the | 
World". Bakst stated, 4 : ; 

"This book gives an explanation of the maneuvers used in ‘the mining 
business and could possibly be helpful to-us in understanding some 
e of the fast deals that-Hoover and Co. pulled off." ‘ 


Seymour Bakst's ideas as to the subjective development of Herbert 
Hoover are set out in detail in a letter to Bransten dated September 26, 1944, 
in which he states, 


4 


’ "As far as Hoover's early life, from the tine he was born thru his 
graduation from Stanford, we find that he quickly appreciates the 
value of money and practically makes a fettish out of the acquisi- 
tion of it. We can readily sympathize with this due to the hard- 
ships he encountered as a-youth. But his.early training portrayed 
one important thing to him. That is, money can be acquired by other 
means than one's ovmm labor. This becomes more apparent ‘when we see : ; 

'this 14 year old boy already investing money in land speculation 
with his uncle in the Oregon Land Company. aon 


"We then see a new development taking place in Hoover when he becomes 
a mine manager for Janin and ‘there he must not only take into account 
the yield of the mines he.is working with, but also wages paid to 
laborers become a very important factor for the profitable operation . 
of these mines. By this discovery, Hoover must necessarily in order ; 
‘that he might become a success, keep wages ata minimum level in 
order to increase the productivity of any of. his undertakings. This 
is a vital discovery to HH since, in order to prove to his employer 
that he was competent in doing the job, he would necessarily have ‘to 
exact the utmost work for the least wages. This digcovery automati- 
cally divorces him from any class relationship he might have nornally. 
had as a wage worker for Janin since it was part of his duties to 
further the profits of the mine and thereby increase his om status. 


“His past relationships in America became even more justified to him. it 
when he went to Bewick, Moreing & Co. Here-he not only saw the. , 
‘ necessity to‘prove himself a good manager of mines, but hé saw the ; ' 
opportunity of becoming a partner in this firm. Therefore, it be- 
came necessary for him to carry out policies that had already ex- : 
sted in this organization. Here we find HH directly tied up with — 
a powerful financial group that not only had influence in thesareas ' 
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‘under operation, but were very closely linked with the imperialist 


aggrandizement of the British state and miling class. This becomes + 
evident with the Chang affair when we find Moreing going to Lord 


" Salisbury concerning the mines, 


"Hoover learned from this period the indispensibility of having large 


financial organizations in close proximity with State policy. (Per- 


haps this is ‘the first clue to understanding why Hoover was so 
anxious to gain public office).. Here Hoover also learns that busi- 3 


‘ness can achieve assistance by force of arms if necessary, that is, 


the occupations of the mines by the British, and thus he brings him- ~ 
self that much closer to imperialism as a means to achieving at that 
time his immediate aims of great wealth. We can see wealth to 
Hoover not only as a source of economic power, but also as a pre- 
requisite to social dignity. For although we don't want to take a 
Freudian approach, certain characteristics in his youthful desires 
for a high social status had already shown themselves at school. We 
can see in all his political maneuvers at school that he always con- 
sidered himself a leader and one who could give guidance behind the 
scenes. (In ‘fact in later years when he became Secretary of Commerce 
both sides of his biographers speak of him as Secy. of Commerce, and 
assistant to the secretary of everything else). Thus his plan for 
the reorganization of finance at Stanford, with HH as Treasurer, 


"Now, to.get back to him in his specific development. We find hin as 
a manipulator of companies at which time he was ready to make profits 
not only from the exploitation of colonial and semi-colonial areas, 
but from the speculating section of British wealth. -I don't want ‘to, 
go into the general pattern of all the manipulations--you know them 
-~but I feel convinced, and I am looking at Hoover and not in retro- 
spect of today tut at his actions subjectively at that given period, 
that Hoover was willing to go to any lengths to acquire wealth, even 
thru exporting Coolie labor to South Africa. In this respect, T have 
the names of the ships which exported these coolies and will see if 
these ships were registered in the name of Hoover's firm. Of course, ° 
I don't know as yet Hoover's exact position on this coolie labor, © 
but-certainly he must take the responsibility if his firm was in on : 


_ the deal. 7 : : 


f 


"Now to the next period of Comm. for the Relief of Belgium. At, this 
point, I am not clear whether HH wanted to get out of his business 
or, if he saw a chance to make greater wealth from this new enter- 
prise by acquiring public office. Becavtse no sooner does he get 
into control of the CRB than he starts bringing -in all his old cronies. : 
of his-past deals, such as Franqui, Iammes, etc. On the one hand, he : 
might have called them in since they constituted men with whom he had 

already associated and trusted their opinions. But on the other hand, 

these boys took an active financial part in CRB. Later, we see the 

same thing when he becomes Food Administrator, where Barnes gets mono~ 

poly control of the wheat, and we find Bakst in control of sugar, and 


a host of his other business associates in key positions. ‘This 
= 81 ed * ss ‘ 
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period dis not entirely clear to me as far as HH's actions are 
concerned and I will hold in abeyance my previous proposition that 
Hoover saw the advantages of having State policy linked with comner- 
cial enterprise. ‘that's why J cannot entirely agree with your posi-~ 
tion that Hoover saw his chance simply to get into papite life. 


According to Bakst, in a letter which he wrote to Sranieten dated 
October 24, 1944, Hoover at one point in. his early life stated, 


"Progress of the nation is the sua of the progress of its individuals. 
Actions and ideas which lead to progress are born out of the womb 

of the individual mind, not out of the mind of the crowd. The crowd - 
only feels; it has no mind of its ow which can plan. ‘The crowd is. “ 
credulous, it destroys, it consumes, it hates and it dreazs. But ‘ 
it never builds." ad 


Bakst stated that they should find out who‘ and what Hoover had read 
to influence hin to adopt such a philosophy and how he put into practice such 
thinking,’ and whether this type of thought was a eee one io ‘the era 
when Hoover said it. ; 


~ ® 


In a letter to Bransten, dated arch 10, 1945, Bakst Bok 


iT agree that the historic devéloprent of any epoch under observa- 
tion should be taken up when it is reflected in HH's actions or 
through ‘his writings, thereby viewing his development in line with 
the effect that these social changes have upon him. Tn this way 
we can avoid the mistakes that many of ‘the Marxist writers make 
and that is when they show an historic development such as Inper~ 
dalism, the impression is left that everything becomes 'imperial- 
* distict overnight....... However even though HH drags in the tail - 
of the most advanced Anmperialist thinkers in the early part of his 
life, we can follow thru hid development to ideologically show 
the great strides he makes as a spokesman and theoretician for a 
certain section of his class and thus ‘taking ‘political hegemony 
and representing the x most ‘reactionary eechion of finance capital - 
fascisa." = . 
1 With eenede to Richard Bransten's projected attendance at the San 
Francisco Conference, Bakst advised him on March 10, 1945 that he felt this- 
was a golden opportunity. He suggested that Bransten might even ‘think in 
tems of including in the preface to. the ‘biography the ‘relationship of the 
‘decisions that would undoubtedly be made at the Conference to "the menace of st 
* that section of financial capital Hoover represents." 


With respect to the treatment which should be given to the: period 
of fooverts attendance at Leland. Stanford-University, pakst had.the follow- 
ing suggestions to make to Bransten an a letter dated April 5, 1945; 
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"J think for our purposes if we. show Hoover as a politically naive 
student with a good.mind, who. began to suck in the philosophies 
expounded by the faculty and becoming profoundly influenced by it, 
‘we might have the crux of Hoover's thinking in the first years. 

In fact, as a further. verification of this, you will find in the. 
Aluanus’ where one of Hoover's contemporaries on the campus says 
that after Jordan's lectures on the evolution of life, Hoover for 
the first time decided to take a course in philosophy. 


"another influencing ‘factor on Hoover's thinking might be that this . 
youth who had been raised in want and to some degree in poverty, > 
must have. been profoundly inpressed ‘with the type of living that 
he saw the Stanfords enjoy and it might have become an obsession 
with hin to achieve this station in life that would ae hin 
wealth, luxury, dignity and ‘grandeur. 


-NOne other definite influencing factor which affected goovents 


formative years was the fact that in discussing the laws govern- 
ing the capitalism system not only did Jordan and. others (with | 


_ the possible exception of Ross and some other minor professors) 


start from the premise that the laws governing the system were 
irmutablé and without fallacy, but that anyone who suggested a 
change was automatically in violation of the best interests of | 
society. And even in discussing Owen's New Lanark, the professor 


discussed it simply as an experiment which was only of academic ~ 


Anterest and not-as an experiment for the use of society as a whole. 
This kind of thinking that dominated the campus was the foundation 
upon which Hoover builf his subsequent social and economic theories. 
Of course, there were many other reactionary concepts that were 
disseminated and: dovetailed with these above, such as the erron- 
eous idea that the trained student!s aim in life was to make the 
blueprints for the structure into‘which society would fit and this 
terrible egoisa that was inculcated that only these trained stu- 
dents could give the leadership and would be responsible for the 


| eaves ppaeny of the social, economic and political organizations. 


"These are some of the things that Hoover inherited with his. diploma 
and which ‘in later years he began to accept as a fact when he be~ 


-camé ‘the potentate in the coloriial and semi-colonial areas of the 


world and began to think of himself as the naster organizer ('the . 
Chief!) who could-have nothing else but contempt for the plans of 
the uneducated, uncultured masses. This might seem very sharp and 
even may be difficult for ‘you to include in the Stanfor period - 


* since we would be jumping ahead of ourselves in the story, but if 


‘you think it would be good to emphasize some of the philosophies 
being put forward.on the ‘campus and already.show how it began to 
influence HH, this might serve as ‘the starting point of ae core ‘ 
tical Sonreny of the book." 
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SPECIFIC INCIDENTS IN LIFE OF HOOVER 


' Bakst suggests in a letter to Bransten, dated October 10, 1944, 


‘that three outstanding "exploits" in the early career of Hoover would be 
. Sufficient to cover the typical "manipulations" of his early business life. 


"These three to be stressed, in my opinion, should be the Chang 
case, the Golden Horse Shoe and the Zine Corp. In-addition to 

it we can, in passing, show Hoover's rold in the Sons of Gwalia 
Mine. If these are covered properly, I think they can give a 
complete insight and generally cover the methods of HH's businéss 
activities from 1697 through 1914......20e.+eeFrom what I already 
know about him, I formed these general conclusions. 


1) That he could tell a good mine -from a bad one and that ~ 
~ can be demonstrated from his recommendation of the pur- 
chase of the Sons of Qwalia Mine. 


2) That he cashed in on his find of the Sons and there- 
after concentrated mainly on financial manipulations. yoy 


f 2 . 
3) These manipulations entailed, three types. That is why I am 
proposing these three examples above to be used. 


"The Chang Case, of course, was the major deal of Hoover's career 

and mist be stressed from the point of view of Hoover's ascendency 

to wealth and powers In the Golden Horse Shoe, Hoover knowing the 
value of this mine, tried through financial and mining manipula- 

tions, to undermine the ‘value of it so that his firm could seize 

control. On the Burma mines, we see HH and Co. working on strict 

market manipulations of bulling and bearing, so that they could not 

only gain profits from the great yield of.these mines, but also to 

gain complete control by manipulating the market for their advan- 

tage. These, briefly, were the tactics employed by HH et al, 


. thruout his business career ... Another one you might think about, 


because here it seemed to me that HH was‘ making an honest attempt 
‘to win great wealth and prestige for himself. by innovating a nev - 
method of mining, is the Deep Leads Mine Co. where, as you ‘remember, 
he tried ‘to get underneath the underground rivers to find gold. 
Most of the anti-Hoover biographers say he did*this primarily for 
stock manipulations, but I am convinced from the whole history of 
that business that here HH was really trying to do a job on the 
mining industry." ! 


With respect to future work which he intended to do, Bakst advised 


Bransten on September 26, 1944, that he thought he would , ‘ 


1. Check on Hoover's early duties in Australia. 
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ig 2. Verify whether Hoover actually had the contempt for 
human life that Liggett said he’ had, by checking the , 
various statements he: made concerning “hinese laborers. 


ke 3. Get the facts on the Chinese engineering and ‘Mining 
Company and the trial. 


h. Check whether Herbert ‘Hoover dealt in slave labor. 
5.- Follow through one of Hoover's manipulations. 


66 ‘Determine why Hoover todk the "CBR Job". and what were 
his feelings toward the Belgians and French. 


7. Determine Hoover's feelings on the war ds to whether he 
was proeallied. - - 

On September 11, 19, ‘Bakst saviasdt Bransten that the complete 
name , and trial date of the case Bransten mentioned was Chang~Yen-Mao and the 
Chinese Engineering and Mining Company of Tientsin versus Charles Algernon 
Moreing, Bewick Moreing's Company and the Chinese Engineering and Mining 
Company, Ltd. of Iondon. The trial date, according to Bakst, was January 18, - 
1905, the presiding Justice was Joyce and the case was held ‘in the Unancery. 
Division of ‘the High Court of Justice at London. An appeal was heard in the 
British Court of Appeal January 2h, 1906. 


* 


II. CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN BRANSTEN, HERBERT HOOVER AND OTHERS 
Little needs to be said about the material in this section, 


‘ : In correspondence exchanged with Herbert Hoover, Bransten admitted 
“on March 11, 195 that he is a.member of the Communist -Political Association 
and occasionally attends its meetings. . 
The letter to Bransten from V. J. Jerome has previously been men- 

‘tioned and it is believed no further comments are necessary at this time. 


‘III. COMPIETED one OF BIOGRAPHY 


The title page, foreword, and Chapters I, II, IIt and Vv of a rough 
draft of. the biography of Herbert Hoover are available, together ‘with, rough 
drafts of chapters VII through XI, some of: which are fragmentary. 
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_ The foreword paints Hoover as one who, from his early ‘teens, had 
faith in the pioneer formula of self-reliance. \ 


"yet Herbert Hoover was also convinced ‘that he. could expect no 
magic results froa hard work alone...... a poor young man without- 
high-placed connections dared not accept any job that came along . 
‘in the .romatic expectation that the breaks would follow. Inde- 
pendence rested on financial security; young Herbert Hoover re- °° - 
solvéd ‘that his energies must yield dividends beyond the low es= 
timate that a man is worth only his hire. ‘In turn these dividends 
must be shrewdly swelled’ to. guarantee his escape beyond all danger 
of dnprisoment within the ranks of ‘the common man." 


‘Hoovers ‘years in the White House are pictured as years of defeat 
when the horizons of his youth closed in upon him as ‘the nation grew older . 
and its econosy was racked with rigidity and decay. "But Herbert Hoover re- 
fused to acknowledge change. He sought passionately to preserve the-way of 
life ‘that had brought him dignity; he hald fast to the truths of an era he 
had outlived and he angrily rejected the suspicion that even truth can alter." 


“ In the forenord Pransten states that his purpose in ‘the biography — 


"thas been to tree the batkground and developnent of .a public’ figure i 
who became the spokesman of a significant minority, intent on resist 

dng -progress and therefore of thwarting history. ‘The years in which* 
Herbert Hoover played his considerable role were the fulcrun years’ 
of:imperialism, and witnessed the decisive struggle between’ progress 
and retrogression, between democracy and fascism. Herbert Hoover . 
knowingly chose fascism because he desperately feared the implica- . 

tions of democracy. “His ‘thinking ‘expressed the despair of a small 

‘but powerful group who saw the future and found it hateful.” 


The first three chapters of the book contain nothing of particular 
significance with the exception of the fact that they begin to set the ‘stage 
for the character conceived for Hoover by the atithor. He is pictured as a boy 
who had a very unhappy childhood and ‘youth. as an orphan of: ‘very Ainited. means. 
He is conceived as somber, uncosmunicative and morose.. : . 

Out of his poor and orphaned childhood, ‘there arose a burning — 
determination to achieve wealth, power and dignity. = = = =~. 
, Qn Page four. of the First Chapter there is an apparent attempt to 
associate Hoover with chattle slavery... At that point is related the in- 
cident of a neighbor boy who was hanged by Robert E. Lee as a follower of 
John Brom. Hoover 16 associated implicitly with the Quakers, who recoiled 
from such violence and condemeéd the Civil War ‘that followed. -Bransten Andicates 
‘that although. Iowa furnished many nen for that conflict, ‘the Quakers subsided - 
Anto a pacifisa that gaa ‘the war against. chattel salvery. ; 
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In: Chapter ‘II, Hoover is associated with manipulations of the 
‘Oregon Land Company - mee are placed in an unfavorable light. 


Stanford University is pictured in the third chapter as an institute 
devoted tothe pragmatic as opposed ‘to the purely cultural. 
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IV. RESEARCH ‘MATERIAL ' 


This ‘section contains, among other things, a memorandum which ap- ' 
parently sets out the views of one Bartley Crum on Hoover. Crum-apparently 
feels that Hoover is the most dangerous man in the United States. This memo- 
randum states that Hoover félt, after Munich, that Chamberlain was exactly 
right in his appeasement policy and that Germany must be the dominant power in 
Europe and Japan'the leading.power in Asia. According to this memormdun, 
Crum apparently, at one time, asked whether Germany and Japan should feed. off 
Russia; to which Hoover responded, "What the hell do you care about Russia?" 


This material also contains several excerpts from the "Washington 
Merry-Go-Round," published by Horace Liveright, Incorporated, in New York in 
1931, and other material relating to Herbert Hoover. 


Ve _INDEX OF PUBLICATIONS USED IN RESEARCH 


This section of the material furnished by the Los Angeles Office 
consists of copies of 3 x 5 cards, apparently listing publications which have 
been used by Bransten in his research for the ‘book on Hoover, Among these 
publications are the following: . 
"Imperialism and World Beonony" j 

~ by Nikolai Bukharin, International rublishers, 
New York, 1920. 
"The Twilight of Empire” ; 
- by Scott. Nearing, The ee Press, New York, 
930. 


"Maxim Lityinoff" 
~ by arthur Upham Rope, Le s. Fischer, New York, 


j 
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RECENT ‘DEVELOPMENTS 


United Nations Conference on International Organization 


Richard Bransten arrived in San Francisco, California, from 
Los Angeles on April 2h, 1945, to represent New Masses at the United 
Nations Conference on International Organizations While in-San 
Francisco, he resided at the home of his mother, Mrs. Charles (Edith) 
Bransten, 2275 Broadway. 


During his stay in San Francisco, Bransten-was in contact with 
Claude Cockburn, representative of ‘the London, England, Daily Worker; 
Marjorie de Armand, West Coast editor of New Masses; Frederick Vanderbilt 
Field of the Daily Worker; Grace Grannich, feature writer for the People's 
‘World; Dimitriv Manuilsky, Russian-Ukraine delegate to the United: Nations 
Conferences John Pittman, managing editor of the People's World and 
a Negro; Willian Schneiderman, California State President of the 
Communist Political Association; Dr. Max Yergan, a Negro prominent in 
the Communist movement on the West Coast; and otherse Ruth McKenney is 
reported to have stated that her husband got along very well at the 
Conference with Manuilsky. 


On May 10, 1945, after Bransten had returned to Los Angeles, 
John Howard Lawson, leading Communist functionary in the motion 
picture industry, advised a confidential informant that Moural Stern, 
who was attending the San Francisco Conference with the Yugoslav 
delegation but is allegedly from New York, was referred to hin by 
Richard Bransten and had requested him to make arrangements for Lieutenant 
Colonel Vladimir Dedier of the Yugoslav Army to meet Upton Sinclair 
for the purpose of persuading him to do something which Theodore Dreiser 
is no longer in a-position to do. 


On the evening of June 3, 1945, Mr. and Mrs. Bransten attended 


a reception at the home of Charles Katz in honor of the Soviet delegates 
to the San Francisco Conference who were then in Los Angeles. 


EBransten's Views on San Francisco Conference 


Shortly after returning to Los Angeles from ‘the San Francisco 
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Conference, Bransten entered into a.discussion concerning the progress of 
the Conference and stated that in his opinion the Conference was, in 

the final analysis, a success, admitting there had been certain failures 
such as the action of the United States delegation in.drifting away 

‘from the foreign policy of former President Roosevelt and also the 
attitude of ‘the United States on the Argentine question. He stated : 
that one of the most significant successes of the Conference consisted: ' 
in the fact that the "prestige. of the Soviet Union was never higher." 

He also stated that in his opinion the United States would "pay through 

the nose" for its attitude on the Argentine question because of the fact 

that it had placed itself in a weaker bargaining position. Bransten : 
also-referred to the forthcoming British elections which he stated 

were the key to the entire situation, in‘his opinion, for if the elections 

should by any chance go similar to the elections in France, the United 

States would be isolated in its reactionary position and terrific 

pressure could be brought upon it from all sides. 


One .Kenneth Howard,. a member of the Communist Political : 

Association, made arrangements for Bransten to speak before functions : 
sponsored by the People's Educational Center at Los Angeles on. June 1 

and June 10, 1945, Advertising material issued by the People's 

, Educational Center stated that on June 1, and again on June 10, Bruce : 
Minton would deliver a report on the San Francisco:Conference. A rough : 

draft of a speech prepared by Bransten for this occasion has been made . 
available. As will be-more fully set forth ‘later herein, Bransten’ 

in delivering the speech made certain statements which John Howard 

Lawson. considered quite "leftist and which prompted Lawson -to 

reprimand Bransten and threaten hin with expulsion from the Party. 


Bransten was scheduled to speak on the evening of June 7, 195y. 
at.San Pedi, California, before Iecal 13 of the International Longshoremen | 
and Warehousezen's Unione An article in the June 15, 1945, edition of the 
‘Dispatcher, official newspaper of the local,- indicates that the speech 
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delivered related to the San Francisco Conference and that what the speaker 
had to say was "very alarming" in that it indicated the United States was 
departing from the policies of Roosevelt, turning away fron the progressive 
road, and promoting discord instead of harmony with the Soviet Union. 
According to this article Bransten stated, "There has been a great deal of 
Red baiting of the Soviet Union and Red baiting is just as dangerous in 

the international front as it is in a trade union! He also stated, "If 
the present anti-Soviet trend is not checked, we will be fighting the Soviet 
Union in ten years." The article states ‘that at the conclusion of his 
speech, the union sent a telegram to President Truman and the San Francisco 
Conference, urging that the United States delegation return to the peace 
policies laid down at Yalta, 


, 


Bransten spoke on June 8, 19115, at a meeting to raise funds for 
New Masses. He devoted his entire time to the United Nations Conference 
and adopted a decidedly pro-Russian stand. He was very critical of the 
position of the American delegation and bitterly condemned ‘the present trend 
ain American foreign policy which he stated was away from the policies of 
Roosevelt and the Yalta Agreements. He also spoke bitterly of Senator 
Vandenberg and former President Herbert Hoover, accusing them of using 
disruptive tactics and: being the leaders of the clique which engaged in 
"Soviet baiting." 


Mrs. Bransten also spoke on this occasion, ridiculing Secretary s 
of State Stettinius and the American delegation to the Coriference. Only 
once in her speech did she appear to be ‘entirely serious, that being when 
she -referred to April 30, 1945, as one of the most tragic dates in her life, 
the date that the United Nations delegates over-rode the protests of Soviet 
Commissar of Foreign Affairs Molotov and voted to invite a delegation fron 
the Argentine Republic to the Conferences She stated it was tragic to her 
to see the anti-Soviet feeling expressed in this manners ' 

Arrangements for the speech by Bransten before the People's 
Educational Center on June 10, 1945, were perfected during May by Kenneth 
Howarde ‘Arrangenents were also made for John Howard Lawson to participate. 
The occasion was described as a-forun for the purpose of discussing "Problems 
of the Peace and Next Steps Towards World Security." The forum was tobe 
held at the Westwood Commnity Clubhouse, 10975 Wilshire Boulevard on June 
10. Subject's topic for discussion was “Has the San Francisco Conference 
Achieved Its Main Objectives?" Bransten. stated that "we" went to the San’ 
‘Francisco Conference with great hope and were not only disappointed but 
witnessed the violation of the Yalta premises and saw the hope of mankind 
shattered and ow nation taken down the path toward the shadow of war and 
the horror of new concentration cazpse -Bransten dramatically stated, "Less 
than two weeks after the San Francisco Conference had opened, my wife left 
the city.’ She said that she could not bear to look upon the faces of the 
murderers of our two young sons." He stated that we, as a nation, face the 
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test of whether we shall become the inheritors of German reaction, whether 
we shall become the scourge of mankind, whether our children shall fight 
and kill and:be killed in order to enslave their brothers Soren the 
world.* 


On June 12, 1945, Bransten was scheduled to make a speech on the 
San Francisco Conference at the Hollywood Women's Council and arrangements 
were made by Sadie Ornitz, a member of the CPA. Bransten refused to fulfil 
this appearance unless the organization secured a stenotypist to.make an 
accurate transcription of his remarks, which request was based upon the 
difficulty that arose over the New Masses meeting of June 8, previously re~ 
ferred to, which received publicity in the los Angeles Examiner. 


In this connection, it is noted that the Los Angeles Examiner on 
June 10, 1945, contained an article concerning the New Masses-neeting of 
June 8. It described the meeting as a launching of a new United States drive . 
by "Reds" in which Hollywood was to be the "citadel." The article described 
the meeting as having outlined the policy of "Communist infiltration.and Red 
revolutionary militancy under way in the Western Hemisphere." The article 
stated that the speakers at the meeting had advocated ‘infiltration of the 
ranks of servicemen. by the "thousands of pretty young girls in our Communist 
Youth Movement." Subsequent press articles indicate that the publicity 
given this meeting was noticed:on the floor of Congress and that the House 
Comittee on Subversive Activities shortly thereafter announced that it 
intended to launch a.probe in Hollywood. As 2 result of the publicity, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bransten conferred with John Howard Lawson and Charles Katz re- 
garding the. possibility of suing the Los Angeles Examiner for libel. It was 
decided that an affidavit denying the remarks would ‘be prepared by each of 
the speakers and a similar affidavit signed by all identifiable persons 
‘present would also be prepared, the purpose being to force a retraction on 
the part of the newspaper. The People's World, in an editorial on June 16, 
1945, referred to the "New Masses frame-up as an old technique for an anti— 
Soviet drive. The editorial stated that the "completely fabricated story" 
resulted in action being taken by Congressman Rankin of gas on 
behalf of the Un-American Activity Comittee of the House. 


Bransten's Attitude in Discussion of Communist Party 
Line Prompted by Article of Jacques Duclos 


Considerable apprehension existed on the part of the county of- 
ficials of the CPA at los Angeles and on the part of William Schneiderman, 
State President of the CPA, as to statements subject might make at a-New 
Masses rally on June 8, 1945, in view of certain statements which he had 
made'at the People's Educational Center meeting on June 1, It was felt that 
he might utilize the meeting as an occasion to disctiss:CPA policy in relation 
to the Jacques Duclos article condemning the leadership of the American 
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Comaunist Party. ‘Bransten is known to have considered it imperative that 
New. Masses raise funds immediately inasmuch as he believed it would be 
difficult for this type of organization to secure contributions in the 
immediate future. 


Bransten and his wife, according to a strictly confidential source, 
prepared a letter to New Masses magazine, setting firth their views onthe 
Duclos articlee They stated that "fe have the responsibility to take 
leadership, to clean out the opportunist thinking and to arrive at a.firn 
Marxist~Leninist position." They also stated, "The weaknesses of the 
Averican Commnist Party, magnified in the work or lack of work of the 
CPA, must be cured and of all weaknesses, ‘three stand out in ny mind: 

(1) failure to understand and follow the Marxist-Leninist scientific ap- 
proach to our times and to our obligations; (2) failure to practice real 
democracy within the Commnist organizations; (3) failure to value people 
and to utilize people most effectively, and within this I include the 
former way we had.of hitting our om people over the head and maintaining 
authority by bullying and not by being willing to analyze and reach con= 
clusions on the basis of fact and not on the basis of prejudice." 


It.is reported that during his speech at the People's Educational 
Center on June 1, subject made reference to such things as the "Vanguard 
Party of the Working Class" and made other remarks which prompted John 
Howard Lawson and others to feel that Bransten was getting close to ex- 
posing a possible split developing within the CPA which, in their opinion, 
was not -a subject for public discussion at that time. Ned Sparks, Ios 
Angeles County President of the CPA, and Max Silver, Secretary—Treasurer 
of the Los Angeles County CPA, discussed subject's conduct with Willian -, 
Schneiderman, State President of the CPA in Californiae He instructed 
Elizabeth Leach Glenn, organizer for the cultural groups of the CPA in 
los Angeles County, to make certain, in cooperation with John Howard Lawson, 
that Bransten did not discuss CPA policy at the New Masses meeting on 
June 8, 1945.. John Howard Lawson later assured Elizabeth Glenn that he 
had held & long talk with Bransten on June 6 and felt sure that Bransten 
would abide by their desires. Lawson described his session with Bransten 
as quite violent and stated that after the discussion, he had received a 
. very bitter letter from Bransten concerning their differences. Lawson 
agreed with Kenneth Howard that Bransten spoke entirely from the point ‘of ' 
view of a person who accepted ‘the position of Duclos. 


Doretta Tarnon of New Masses cautioned subject as to ‘the nature 
of his speech on June 8, 1945. At that time she brought up the question 
of whether Bransten. had been to any district meetings at Los Angeles, to 
which he replied that he had no interest in being at district meetings there 
and had’not been asked to attend. He stated that the only thing -he had had 
from the district was a statement that Duclos was a dirty Frenchman and a 


‘foreigners He stated that Lawson had threatened to expel: him from the 
Party in advance for what he might say at ‘the meeting that evening. 


A copy of the letter subject addressed to John Howard Lawson 
after their meeting on June 6, 1945, has been made available through a 
strictly confidential sources, In this “letter Bransten denied that he had: 
in any way discussed Duclos! article at the People's Educational Center 
on June 1, except to use one statement relative to the Party of the 
Working Class. He stated, "What I do resent very much about your remarks 
4s:the threat which I take as a threat and.as-a serious intent to carry 
this out—that there would be no place for Ruth and me in any new Coxn- 
munist organization or in the present Communist organization as constituted 
if I continue to state facts.* 

On June 9, 195, according to a confidential source, Bransten 
had a discussion with an individual whose name is believed to be Ted 
Jouridahl. This individual resides at 11th and Riverside Drive in New 
York City. Jouridahl stated ‘that the entire question raised by Duclos 
broke the day he left Chicago so that he had not had an opportunity to 
discuss the question thoroughly, but understood that Earl Browder ‘was in 
descent. Bransten then stated, "Yes--now we inherit--maybe.™ Bransten 
suggested to Jouridahl that should he- encounter Lawson, it would please - 
hin, Bransten, if Jouridahl would knock Lawson down and step on his teeth. 
Bransten stated with reference to Lawson, "He is the rabbi out here, you 
have to be careful because there are a lot of rabbinical. guys out here who 
would like to have you continue to support Earl promens: 


New Masses ' 
As previously noted, Bransten, while at Los Angeles, took part- 
in activities to raise funds for the magazine New Masses. 


A strictly confidential source has indicated that on June 1, 19)5, 
Isidor Schneider, Literary Editor of New Masses, advised Bransten that he 
intended to call upon hin and his wife to make a study of a group of books 
on the structure of Anerican governnent, including the following: "Big 
Democracy! by Paul Ae Appleby; "The Report on the Reorganization of Congresstt 
by an Anerican Political Science Association Committee; "Can Representative 
Governnent Do the Job?" by Thomas K...Finletters; "Decentralized for Liberty* 
by Thomas Hewes (which takes a position opposed to Appleby 's )3 tare Men 
Equal?" by Henry Alonzo Meyers; "Can Democracy Recover?" by Louis Marlio. 


Finances ; . ' 


In March, 1945, Twentieth: Century Fox Studios purchased ‘two 
stories from subject and his wife for a total of $25,000. ‘The stories pur~ 
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chased were taken from error material entitled "My Sister Eileen" 
which Ruth. McKenney had previously written and deal with a high school 
girl and her romancese 


George Wilner, a member of the CPA affiliated with Nat Goldstone, 
Ince, business: agents, has been representing the Branstens in negotiating 
contracts and selling stories to the motion picture industry. According 
to a confidential source, Wilner closed a.deal for the subject and his 
wife with Paramount Studios just prior to their departure fron Los Angeles 
for New Haven, Connecticut. It was subsequently learned that the Branstens 
had entered into a contract with Paramount Studios whereby they were to be 
paid $1,750 for an option on their combined services for a period of one 
year, with the provision that the studio would be entitled to purchase the 
first story Bransten and his wife wrote at a price of $15,750. For any 
subsequent stories they wrote during the first year, Paramount xust pay 
$17,500 for them, if they desire the sane. At the end of the year, Para- 
mount may take up the option or not as it pleases. If the option is not 
renewed, Paramount is to pay the Branstens $2,000 and for any stories they 
purchase during the second year they must pay $18,000 for the first and 
$20, 000, for each subsequent story. 


Transfer to New Haven, Connecticut 


In May, 1945, the Branstens decided to return to Westport, Con- 
necticute They left Los Angeles for that city on June 15, 1945, traveling 
by automobile and intending to reach Westport, Connecticut, on July 2, 195. 
In this connection they found it necessary to make arrangements to have 
‘their CPA membership transferred and PBransten told a confidential source 
of information that it would be necessary for hin to get in touch with Enil 
Freed, and eventually Dorothy Kahn, in order that an a record of 
the transfer could be effecteds 


_  dm'connection with their move to New Haven, Ruth McKenney Bransten 
purchased a residence at 48 Canal Street, Westport, Connecticut, from Ava B. 
Booth, the wife of Henry Booth, for $26,500. It was registered in the office 
of the Tom Clerk, Westport, Connecticut, at 11:09 A.M. June 15, 195. 


Tne residence previously owned by the Branstens on Easton Road, 
Westport, Connecticut, was sold by them on April 10, 194k, to Lester and 
Shirley Krieger of Brooklyn, New York, for $165500. 


g 


Activities at New Haven, Connecticut 


On July 21, 1945, it was learned that Bransten did not intend to 
go to the CPA National Convention at New York City. He requested Seymour 
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Bakst to take careful notes on the convention as he desired to know 
everything that transpired. Subsequent information indicates that Bransten 
did actually attend the convention on a "New Masses" press card-and as an | 
observer from Connecticut. On July 27 he advised his wife that he would 
not attend any other session of the convention after that daye 


b7D - 
According a of the Norwalk, Connecticut, 

Professional Club o e Comaunist Political Association and a paid informant 

‘of the New Haven Field Office, Bransten attended a closed meeting of the 
Professional Club at the home of Albert Harris at Woods Court, Norwalk, 
Connecticut, on July 13, 1945. Andrew Onda, State President of the Communist 
‘Political Association, and a number of local members -were present. The dis- 

. cussion centered on the Duclos letter and the amended resolution of the National 
Committee of the Communist Political Association. Branster spoke briefly and 
began by stating that he felt intensely bitter about the "present situation" 
in,the Party. He stated, "Never have I been so frightened about the American 
Communist Party as I am now." He openly denounced all members of the National 
Committee and deplored the existing attitude toward the role of women in the 
organization. He particularly denounced V. Je Jerome and Robert Minor. Al~ 
though he favored Foster over Browder, he did not wholly approve of Foster. 

He stated that he had himself asked so many questions of ‘the "chest beaters” 

in the ninth floor of the Commnist Political Association headquarters that he 
had nearly been expelled from the Communist Political Association. He stated 
that the Leninists had become too soft and bourgeoisie and that his worry over 
-Party affairs had caused him to suffer from stomach ulcers. His remarks were 
not readily accepted by Andrew Onda and Albert Harris and‘ Harris indicated 

that Pransten should not take a-.defeatist attitude. Bransten and those present 
unaninously accepted the resolution of the National Committee of June 2, 195, 

as amended. At the conclusion of the-meeting, there was considerable discussion 
concerning Bransten's stand and his remarks and although a number agreed with 
him, all considered him too emotional as a result of his illness, which he stated 
was an arrested case of tuberculosis. 


Through the technical surveillance on the Bransten residence at 
Westport, Connecticut, it was learned that one Robert Patterson offered to take 
Bransten to another meeting of the Professional Group held on August 20, 19h5, 
in Norwalk, Connecticut, and. Bransten declined stating that he had been re- 
assigned to another group of the Communist Party. 


b7D 
ee member of the Communist Political Association ; . ; 
and a pa ormant or the New Haven Field Office, disclosed that Bransten : 
attended the Connecticut State Convention of the Communist Political Association 
on duly 22, 1945, at Bridgeport, Connecticut, as a guest. 


Through the technical surveillance on Edward Tobias in Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, it was learned that Bransten was considered among those classed 
as the opposing faction to the state and national leadership of the Communist 
Political Association and did not make a very satisfactory impression at the 
convention. 
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_ Pearl Russo was heard to state, through the technical surveillance: 
on Andrew, Onda, State President of the Communist Political Association,. that 
she as State Secretary of the Communist Political Association had addressed 
‘the convention and her remarks were accepted as very good by the rank and 
file and the officers and particularly by Andrew Onda, the State President. 
Bransten, however, did not like the speech, and intimated that as long as her 
speech concerned leadership, she should have named names, not necessarily 
giving the names of state leaders but giving the names of national leaders. 


Pransten was observed in attendance at the State Comnmnist bID 
held at Bridgeport, Connecticut, on August 12, 19))5, y l 
an both members of the Communfst Fo i 
ssociation @ New Haven Field Office. .At this session, 


Bransten under the name of Bruce Minton was nominated for a position on the 
State Committee of the Connecticut Communist Party. At a later date it was 
learned through the technical surveillance on Andrew Onda that Bransten re~ 
ceived twenty-five votes and was not elected to the State Comittee. It was 


also stated that he was not, eligible for this ‘position because he had just 
arrived in the state. 


Following the State Convention of the Communist Party on August 12,_ 
1945, Rudolf Gillespie was heard to state through the technical surveillance: 
on the Communist Party offices at Bridgeport, Connecticut, that he had been 
told by Onda that Bransten had been assigned’ to the Norwalk Workers Group of. 
the Communist Party and that Onda had further stated that Bransten-would be 


able to assist in strengthening the organization of that group which is con- 
posed mostly of Negroes. : 
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Status in Communist Party and with New: Masses 


Early in January, 1945, through the technical surveillance .at her 
residence, Louise Bransten was heard to inform an unidentified person that she 
understood Richard Bransten contemplated leaving the Communist movement in the 
‘near future, 


Through the technical surveillance on Andrew Rudolph Onda, President 
of the Comnunist Party of Connectucut, information has been received that 
Richard Bransten has severed his connections with "New Masses" end has dropped 
out of the Communist Party. ‘By means of this surveillance, Ruth Onda, wife 
of Andrew Onda, was heard to state that Bruce Minton had dropped out of the 
Party and has also resigned from "New Masses." Mrs. Onda stated that the sub- 
ject, whon she called by his alias of Bruce Minton, had stated that he did not 

. Like the national setup and would like to see John Williamson and Gene Dennis 
out of the Party. He also stated that-he did not think William Z. Foster was 
any "great shakes." Through this same surveillance Pearl Russo, a Communist 
functionary in Connecticut, was heard to state that she had not heard of 
Minton's resignation and had just sent out his transfer card and that he would 
have to send her a formal note about his resignation. There is considerable 
infomation available tending to corroborate the information relative to 
subject's resignation from "New Masses" and the Communist Party. 


The Branstens are known to have discarded a letter to Richard and 
Ruth Bransten from Richard Bransten's mother, Mrs, Charles Bransten of 2275 
Broadway, San Francisco, California, dated August 12, 1915, in which Mrs. Charles 
Bransten made the following statement: "I am happy and relieved that you 
both have decided to give up politics, I then wish you would go further and 
resign from the Party and keep yourselves free from any labels and obligations, 
I think your work will benefit by it, you wouldn't then have to think 'I msn't 
say this. or that as it may conflict with Party ideas, 


Considerable material recovered from trash discarded by the Branstens 
in the form of letters and drafts of letters indicates dissatisfaction on the. 
part of the Branstens with the conduct of "New Masses," Under date of August 17, 
1945, Bransten and his wife composed a:idraft of a letter ‘to the editors of "New 
Masses" which they desired to be published in the colums of "New Masses." It 
dealt with "New Masses" for August 1l;.and characterized the magazine as defunct. 
A copy of a letter dated August 18, 1945, which probably was actually transmitted 
to "New Masses" by the Branstens was recovered in which ‘the Branstens offered to 
resign as contributing editors, Under date of August 19, 195', Richard Bransten 
prepared a-draft of correspondence to the editors of "New Masses" indicating he 
and his wife desired to state publicly their disagreement and their decision ‘to 
disassociate themselves from ‘ta magazine which is not only not fulfilling its 
‘functions but actually holding back the progressive Commnist movement." There 
was also recovered an undated letter addressed "Comrades" and signed by the initials 
R.M. and B.M. (Ruth McKenney and Bruce Minton) which was probably prepared to be 
enclosed with the letter of Aubust 19 offering their resignations, Nine reasons 
for this action are set forth in the undated letter. 
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Another draft of a letter addressed "Dear Comrade Foster! and dated 
August 29, 1945, attempts to explain the decision of the Branstens in resigning 
as editors of "New Masses" in the light of the "deserticn" of its role by the 
magazine. 

The technical surveillance on the residence of the Branstens disclosed 
that on March 22, 1946, Joseph North of "New Masses" talked to the Branstens and 
advised Ruth Bransten ‘that her “name and her husband's name would be removed fron 
‘the list of contributing editors of"New Masses." Mrs, Bransten advised hin this 
would be satisfactory to her, and.Richard Bransten stated he did not want any 
further connection with "New Masses unless he was. able to participate in its 
‘policy making, 


b7D 
On August 12, 1945, according ee) a confidential 
Anformant of the New Haven Field Office, : ard Bransten attended the State 
Convention of the Communist Party, USA, at Bridgeport, Connecticut, 


The confidential trash coverage maintained on the Bransten residence 
has provided a copy of draft of a letter from the Branstens to William Z. Foster, 
Communist Political Association, New York City, setting forth the differences 
of opinion between the Branstens and "New Masses" and explaining their reasons 
for offering ‘their resignations. ‘In this letter ‘the following statement is 
made: “but -we also want, more than anything else a revolutionary, Marxist, 
militant Party, and we have not got it." On October LL, 1915, according to 
the technical surveillance on the ‘Branstens, Richard Bransten was contacted 
by Lillian Fischler and Robert Patterson (both members of the Norwalk Professional 
Group of the Commmist Party) in regard to a membership meeting and with reference 
to study groups of the Norwalk Chapter of the Communist Party, 


Richard Bransten attended a meeting of the Professional Group of the y 
Communist Party at the home of Robert Patterson, 325 North Main Street, Westport,. 
Connecticut, on October 15, 1945, at which he announced‘a class would be held 
every other week to study Marxism, He denounced Secretary of State Byrnes as 
the greatest menace to Communism in the United States and stated that President ; 
Truman was next, followed by John Foster Dulles and Herbert Hoover. This b7D 
information was received pe ere a paid informant of the New Haven 
Field Office, 


According to the same informant, a study group of the Professional 
Group of the Comzunist Party was held at the Bransten residence on October 
2h, 1945. Richard Bransten distributed typewritten questions end the class 
discussed ‘Engel!s "Socialism and Utopia," 
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There was ‘recovered from the trash at the Bransten residence a 
letter dated November 7, 1945, in which V. J. Jerome advised Bruce Minton 
(alias of subject) on the letterhead of the Commmist Party, USA, that 
he was glad to learn ‘that Minton had become involved in active Party 
work in- his branch and for the Connecticut State Committee. 


There was also recovered a draft of a reply prepared by 
‘Bransten on November 7, 1945, in which he stated he had been involved 
in Party work since 193) and:had always been an active member of ‘his 
club. He stated he had been an active member of the Norwalk Club 
since his arrival in June, 


b7D 
According to paid Confidential snforsant| al 

meeting of the Norwalk Professional Group of the Comnmis y was 

‘held at the Bransten residence December 5, 195, at which ‘time Bransten 

‘stated that class war is very necessary as are emotional speakers who 


can stir the people to revolt, 


On January 8, 1946, the technical surveillance on the Bransten 
residence disclosed that Mrs. Beatrice Keller contacted Richard Bransten 
concerning a Communist Party class to be held at the Bransten residence 
the following evening. 


The same source revealed ‘that on: January 21, 1946, Richard 
Bransten advised Hereward Wake, an attorney at Westport, Connecticut, 
whom he wanted to handle litigation against Louise Bransten concerning 6 
thei that he and his wife Ruth are both members of the b7C 
Communist Party, and that his former wife whom he divorced in 1937 was 
also a member of the Communist Party. 


The technical surveillance on the Bransten residence disclosed 
that Richard Bransten was conducting a Marxist class in New York City on 


On May 7, 1946, according to the technical surveillance on 
the Branstens, Jacob Goldring, prominent Communist in the New Haven 
area, advised Richard Bransten it would be necessary for him ‘to 
attend a Communist Party meeting on May 9, 196. 
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Litigation Concerning custody of | 


Richard ‘Bransten, having questioned the moral conduct of Louise 
Br en s first wife fron-whom he is divorced, took steps to secure custody 
re Louise and hinself, Louise Bransten instituted °°. | 
proceedings against Bransten to regain custody of their son. ery 

fhe technical surveillance on the Branstens disclosed that on November 
1, 1945, Bransten instructed his attorney, Nathan Witt of New City, to handle 
litigation involving Lovise Bransten and the custody of their if the 


matter did not result according to the Bransten's desires, Ri ransten 
stated that he and Ruth McKenney desired to-retain custody of the child, 


Through the confidential trash coverage at the Bransten residence 
there was obtained:a copy of a letter from Bransten to Nathan Witt in which 
he stated, among other things, "I do not think in considering the case, we 
have realized fully enough: the strength of our-’owm case, We.have a woman 
who has committed adultery, who has been immoral and unprincipled and has 

harmed the morals of the child." 


From the trash cover there was-also obtained a copy of a letter 

dated January 7, 1946, directed to Albert Maltz, Hollywood, California, in 
which Richard Bransten.stated: "For your information: 1, Louise too. 
with her on.a trip with Paul Robeson at which time Louise and Paul had sexual 
intercourse, Louise allowed Yergan (Dr. Max Yergan) and rl to live at 
her ded and'"explained" matters thoroughly Louise then 
ackod | peratsston to. have a married man in.her house living with her and bias 
sharing her .room—presumably, the man was to get a divorce and then marry her, Ly é 
This fell through. The problem did-not affec well." In the letter Bransten 
expresses himself bitterly against Louise Bransten whom he described as a 
tprostitute’ and as having treated her son as her lover and very nearly causing 
him to grow into a sexual pervert which he had been able to avert only by taking 

away from her, 


On January 21, 1946, according to the technical surveillance on the 
‘Bransten residence, Richard Bransten requested Hereward Wake, an attorney in 
Westport, Connecticut, to handle this litigation, Wake explained he is not a 
trial lawyer and recommended ‘Willard Cressy with whom he had been connected for 
fourteen years as one of the best trial lawyers in Connecticut, Wake agreed to 
arrange a conference in Cressy's office at Stamford, Connecticut, 


On March.1, 1946, the Branstens were advised by a person named Tracy 
that the custody case had been continued until March 11 in the Superior Court 
at Bridgeport, Connecticut, according to the technical surveillance on the 
Branstens,. 
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On March 7, 196, the technical surveillance disclosed that Bransten 
stated the hearing had’been postponed fron March 11 to March 18, Bransten advised: 
Louise Bransten that the court action was forcing him into bankruptcy and that 
he was fearful lest the Judge learn his political position.and take the poustedy 
of the child away from hin, | 


Richard Bransten advised his wife on April 20, 1946, according to 


‘the technical surveillance, ‘that Louise Bransten.had dropped the custody suit ise 
and an agreement had been reached whereby seq would-visit Louise oy 
periodically, “ae, S 


‘ 


‘According to the technical surveillance on the Bransten residence, 
Richard Bransten learned on June 11, 1946, that his attorney had received 
formal notice from Louise's attorneys concerning settlement of the litigation, 
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Progress on Hoover Biography 


Through a strictly confidential source, it has been learned: that : 
-Bransten advised Seymour .Bakst on July 21, 1945, that he had.cozpleted ‘the . ‘ 
‘third chapter of the book on Herbert Hoover.. Bakst advised Bransten ‘that 
he intended to.go to the New York Convention of the CPA, that he would’ visit 
-Bransten in Connecticut on July 29 and possibly July 30, and that thereafter 
he would get down to serious business on the book. 


It is noted that a cmfidential source has furnished a-copy of an 
article on Herbert -Hoover which Bransten wrote for Adam Lapin of the Daily 
Worker. The tenor of the article is that Hoover's-entire career has-been 
guided by his bitter ‘hatred of ‘the Soviet Union, since:he believes that so 
long as ‘the Soviet Union exists, his way of life is doomed. The article 
attempts to trace certain phases of Herbert Hoover's career, each of which 
is-presented in a manner intended to place Hoover in an unfavorable light. 


Rough drafts of Chapters I - III, V, and VII - XI have been made 
available. The first three chapters contain nothing of particular significance 
except that they begin to delineate the character conceived ‘for Hoover by the 
author. He is pictured as a boy who had a-very unhappy boyhood and youth as an 


orphan .of very limited means. He is conceived as Somber, uncommunicative, and 
morose. 


On ‘page four of the first chapter, there is an apparent attempt to 
link Hoover with chattel slavery. At that point is related the incident of 
‘a neighbor ‘boy who was hanged‘by Robert E. Lee as a follower of John Brown. 
Hoover is associated implicitly with ‘the-Quakers-who recoiled from such violence 
and condemned the Civil War that followed. -Bransten indicates that although 
Iowa furnished many men for that conflict, the Quakers subsided into a pacifism 
‘that repudiated the war against chattel slavery. 


Chapter TIX deals with Herbert Hoover's life at Leland Stanford 
Junior University. His alleged difficulties with the English language are 
continually referred to. It is stated that he talked in a tongue-tied, 


faltering and uneasy way and that "he shied away from words as though he 
disliked and distrusted the taste of then.! 


Considerable space is devoted to the effects of the philosophy and 
teachings of Dr. David Starr Jordan upon Hoover. According to the biography,. 
Jordan felt that it was wrong to waste compassion on the victims of the enter- 
prising. The impoverished were responsible for their fate ‘since they were 
dnferior in character and energy and in their souls and to offer charity to 
‘these miserable dupes of their om depravity only bred -further incompetence 


and laziness. Dr. Jordan, however, distinguished between "the Lord! " 
and "the-Devil's poor." , 4 ae S poor 
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. The Lord, according to Dr. Jordan, has sympathy for poverty caused 
by sickness, misfortune, lack of training or lack of power, while the Devil 
clains those sunk ‘into pauperism-caused by indiscrininate giving. and getting 
something for nothing. The lesson to be dram from Dr. Jordan's teachings, 
according 'to Bransten, is that the-competitive system is ordained by God and 
Nature; socialism, which is nothing less than the cormmity of property, breeds 
pauperisn, and its result is debilitation and degeneracy. 


The biographer adds: "Herbert Hoover took this wisdom to 
heart, adding his own logical deductions that to the strongest belong 
the spoils, and the struggle for personal fortune, by whatever means 
the struggle is advanced, is the healthy way of life, the opposite of 
degeneracy. It is a tribute to Dr. Jordan that after Hoover amassed 
his inpressive personal fortune he refused ever to give. alms: to those 
who asked for help until he had investigated the supplicant's background 
and the reason for his desperation. If in Hoover's judgment the man 
were worthy, then Hoover offered him a job so that the man and his family 
could eat bread earned honestly and in a self-respecting manner. But if 
he turned out to be-one of ‘Dr. Jordan's paupers, Hoover did not give 
aid to the 'Devil's poor!." 


According to the biography, Dr. Jordan also taught that sone 
men, for instance the yellow races, are born inferior. ‘The student 
magazine and:newspaper at Stanford approved the doctrine of innate 
inferiority and printed innumerable stories illustrating the "dishonesty," 
"lack of cleanliness" and "moral laxity" of the Chinese, the Negroes, 
the Jews, and the imigrants from Souther and Eastern Europe. Since 
the rising labor moverent appealed ‘to such "dangerous". elexents, labor 
unions were considered a menace to the free spirit and free enterprise 
that had built the United States into a great nation. 


Chapter V of the biography deals with the successful efforts 
of Herbert Hoover to obtain possession of ‘the mines and: properties 
of the Chinese Mining and Engineering Company for Bewick Moreing and 
Company, a British organization. According to the biographer, Hoover 
‘took advantage of Chang Yen-Mao of the Chinese company when the latter 
was placed under protective arrest during the Boxer Rebellion and had 
‘been ordered executed by the Provost Marshal. After the order for 
his execution was countermanded, Hoover persuaded Gustav ‘Detring, Chang's 
trusted adviser, to put pressure on Chang to turn the properties over 
‘to a British company. Chang was not in a position to bargain and gave 
Detring the power of attorney to handle ‘the ‘property of ‘the Chinese 
company as he saw fit in the interest of the shareholders. Hoover then 
_ persuaded Detring to transfer to hin, Hoover, as agent for Moreing, all 

of the properties of ‘the Chinese Mining and Engineering Cozpany. 
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This chapter points out Hoover's alleged contempt for the 
Chinese and the fact that although he was paid by Chang, he was prinarily 
a scout for Moreing. It also raises some question as to Herbert Hoover's 
conduct during the siege of Tientsin while the Boxer Rebellion was in 
progress. ‘The biographer relates a story allegedly told by General 
Smedley D. Butler of the United States Marines, who at the time of ‘the 
Boxer Rebellion was a lieutenant ‘in the relief detachzent that lifted the 
siege of Tientsin. According to this story, Butler found me man cowering 
‘in a cellar among the frightened women and crying children and kicked hin 
into the street. He did not know this man's name ‘but someone later said that 
the man-was an engineer nazed Hoover. Bransten professes to doubt this story, 
stating that Hoover's character makes it unlikely that he should suddenly be 
paralyzed by physical fear. 


Through the technical surveillance being maintained on the residence 
of Richard Bransten in Westport, Connecticut, it was learned on August 31, 
1945, that Bransten had found the story concerning General Butler and Herbert 
Hoover while reading the April 30, 19),5 » copy of the newsletter "In Fact" 
which is published by George Seldes and which was originally established by 
Seldes and Richard Bransten.: Through this source it was learned that Bransten 
contacted George Seldes and requested'the source of these data and‘was advised 
that Seldes had obtained them fron General Butler and that Seldes also had 
three letters concerning the matter fron Paul Comley French and two other 
individuals. French was said to have worked with General Butler for several 
years-as his pressman. Bransten requested permission to use the letters and 
data in his biography of Herbert Hoover inaszuch as the only evidence he had 
concerning that matter was obtained from a book by one Hamill whom Bransten 
characterized as a liar. Bransten said that it ‘was his intention to document 
with evidence the statements made in his biography of former President Hoover 


as he had to be "very careful of what he writes." 


street. I did not know his name nor did I care who that coward was. Someone 
said later that man was an engineer named Hoover," were the very words he had 
been told by General Butler and imeediately after the interview with Butler, he 
had written a memorandum on ‘the matter for future reference and.was positive 
that it was correct. Seldes expressed pleasure in being able to assist Bransten 
dn this regard and at Bransten's request, unqualifiedly gave his permission 

to be used as ‘the source of these data and volunteered to obtain authority 

from Paul Conley French for Bransten ‘to use the data which French had supplied, 
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"Never look backward, Vanderbilt. ihat is one life in the affairs of state?" : 
Butler in his speech called Mussolini a wild, mad dog and President Hoover 

ordered the Secretary of the Navy to prefer charges against Butler. The story 

in "In Fact" quotes the railroad:weekly "Labor" as stating that nothing cane.of 

‘the proceedings after Butler and ‘Leonard had indicated their determination ‘to 

fight. 


"In Fact" states that General Butler indicated he did not think 
President Hoover would ever let the case come to trial. "Hoover sent his 
aide to ne, 'said Butler.! I said: put me on the stand and you'll hear the 
story of the Boxer Rebellion." It is stated in "In Fact" that General Butler 
was released almost immediately. The story is then told concerning Butler 
finding a man.cowering among the women and children in the cellar in Mentsin. 


The rough draft of Chapter VII is fragmentary. There is included consider- 
able material believed to-be intended for-this.chapter which deals with the : 
manipulation of mining stocks by Herbert Hoover and his associates through the 
operations of ‘holding companies, "salting" and "rigging" mines, price fixing by 
cartel agreements, and "squeezing out" small investors. This naterial indicates 
that Hoover and other "insiders" took advantage of their knowledge to increase 
their profits and to "durp" their losses.on outsiders who were referred to by 
Hoover as "the idiots." This chapter is entitled, "Four Continents, January 1906 - 
August 191." : 


Chapter VIII, which is entitled, "Belgian Relief, August 191) - April 
1917," deals with Hoover's administration of the Comittee for Belgian Relief. 
In this chapter the author develops. the Marxist vierpoint of the causes of 
World War I. He states that in 191) Hoover's understanding of economics was 
rudimentary and crude and that Hoover saw only the superficial causes of the war. 
"Ironically, Hoover had helped prepare the war which now amazed him." The 
author explains that Hoover hadhelped build British imperialism and to that 
extent was responsible far helping to prepare the war. In this chater Bransten 
highly praises the choice of Hoover to handle Bekjian relief and the manner in 
which Hoover handled the problem after having been chosen. 


Only fragmentary portions are available of Chapter IX, which is 
entitled, "Washington, D. C., May 1917 - November 1918." In this chapter world 
economy during liorld War I is developed from the Marxist viewpoint. The chapter 
deals with Herbert Hoover's food administration in the United States during the 
ware It is the:thene of this chapter that Hoover's aim was to protect capitalisn 
and avert the danger of socialism by keeping the standard of living sufficiently 
high to prevent real discontent. Under Hoover's-administration of ‘the food 
' agencies during the war,, the biographer claims that some sections of American 
industry “profited excessively. 
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In Chapter X, entitled, "Food ‘for Europe, Noverber 1918 ~ July 1923," 
Hoover's activities in ‘the relief of European countries after World War I are 
dealt with. The theme of this chapter is that Herbert Hoover used food as a 
weapon to save Europe from Bolshevism and Socialism and in doing so helped to 
develop reactimary governments hostile to the Soviet Union, some of which later 
Joined in Hitler's attack on Russia. World economic and political developments during 


| the making of the peace are developed from a Marxist standpoint. 


Only fragnents of Chapter XI are available. ‘The chapter begins with 
a discussion of conditions in the United States after liorld War I from a Marxist 
standpoint. This chapter is entitled, "National Politics, September 1919 - March 
1921." On March h, 1946, it was learned through a technical surveillance on 
Richard Bransten that Alan Max of the Daily Worker contacted Bransten stating 
that Bransten's "old friend" Herbert Hoover was back in the news and ‘that he 
would like to have Bransten do a piece for the news section of Sunday's Worker 
showing how Herbert Hoover's coming to the White House on business indicated 
that the Truman Administration desired to use the food situation the same as 
Hoover has used it before. -Bransten and Max agreed that Hoover had used food 
as a political weapon. Bransten agreed to write the article but stated it would 
not be easy because he could not figure out what Hoover's next move would be. 
He stated that in the past Hoover wanted to feed Russia because he was opposed to 
blockades. He stated that Hoover is now anti-Soviet although he, Bransten, 
cannot say so in print. 

According to the same source, Alan Max spoke to Bransten on March 6, _ 
1946, and was advised by Bransten that the article on Hoover had been nailed 
special delivery the preceding night. 


On March 12, 1946, according to the same source, Si Gerson of the Daily 
Worker cosmended the article on Herbert Hoover which had appeared in the previous 
Sunday Worker. 


George Seldes, publisher of the newsletter "In Fact", advised Ruth 
Bransten on May 19, 1946, according to the technical surveillance, ‘that an official 
State Department release proved that Herbert Hoover used the food situation 
after the last war to suppress the Communists. Seldes states this release was 
carried by all newspapers except the New York Times and that he intended to 
"blast" the Times for suppressing it. 


Richard Bransten was contacted by John Becker on March 22, 196, 
according to the technical surveillance. Becker advised he was connected with the 
National Citizens Political Action Committee and was contacting Bransten at ‘the 
suggestion of Joseph Gair, C. B, Baldwin, and Si Gerson of the Daily Worker. He 
stated that they had recently issued a statement regarding ‘the appointment of 
Herbert Hoover as an investigator to visit Europe:on the food and famine situation 
and had received repercussions challenging their allegation that following the 
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First World War Hoover had-used food as a weapon against Democratic forces. 

Becker requested Bransten to furnish verification and documentation to refute these 
challenges. It was agreed that Bransten would go through his material and that 
Becker would visit him on the same day to obtain it. Becker indicated inquiries 
had been received from Congressman Christian Hunter (phonetic) who was an 
assistant to Hoover in Belgium, as well as from the Connecticut Citizens 

Political Action Comittee which had‘ingquired as to the reason for the "blasting"! 
of Hoover. 


Progress on Publication of Biography 


The technical surveillance on the Bransten residence revealed on 
June 21, 1946, that Bransten's manuscript of the Hoover biography was -in the 
hands of the publisher, whose telephone number was Eldorado 5-3610. The 
telephone directory discloses that this number is listed to Harcourt, Brace and 
Company, 383 Madison Avenue, New York City. 


se 


It will be recalled that the ‘Los Angeles Office determine that Bransten 
received a letter on March 29, 1945, from Doris Schneider of Harcourt, Brace and 
Company, publishers, 383 Madison Avenue, New York City, which closed as follows: 
"It is good the Hoover book progresses and I well see the San Francisco conference 


‘right have an important bearing on your story.'' The letter stated that ‘the ‘writer 


had gotten the subject's message to "Frank." It is believed that Frank may be Frank 
Morley. . ; 


It was also ascertained by Agents of ‘the Los Angeles Office that Bransten 
had in his possession a letter-received April 2, A9US, fro Harcourt, Brace and 
Company, the signature of which was illegible. Initials on the letter indicated 
it was dictated by F. V. M., who may be Frank Morley. The letter requested that 
Bransten "keep us posted" regarding the Hoover book. 


Through confidential means, there was also observed a letter received 
by Mrs. Bransten from Alan C. Collins, President of Curtis Brom, Linited, 3h7 
Madison Avenue, New York City, in which the writer inquired, "How is Richard 
getting on with the book and when does he think he will be finished? T an 
sending all documents to Frank Morley so that he can bring himself ‘up to date 
on the love life of the Branstens." ‘The letter contained comments regarding the 
Communist sympathies of the Branstens and indicated that Collins differs with the 
Branstens in his political beliefs. He refers to hinself as "a guy who is 


called a reactionary in the liberal circles of New York and a red in the 
conservative circles of Philadelphia." 


The technical surveillance on the Branstens has disclosed that ‘they 


are writing a musical comedy and have contacted Alan Collins conceming it on 
several occasiais. 
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On October 11, 1945, Alan C. Collins of Curtis Brow, Linited, 
com:unicated with the Branstens concerning a possible transactim in connection 
‘with the radio rights to Ruth Bransten's story, "My Sister Eileen." 


Naomi Burton of Curtis Brown, Limited, agents for Mrs. Bransten,,. 
furnished her a.copy of a contract covering the Italian volume rights to her 
story, "My Sister Eileen" on October 26, 19h5, according to material furnished 
. by the confidential trash cover on the Branstens. 


The trash.cover also disclosed that one Doris .» using the letter- 
‘head of Harcourt, Brace and Company, corresponded with Richard Bransten indicating 
that Bransten had requested her advice and assistance iin a matter involving the 
physical and mental condition of Ruth Bransten. On a subsequent date the Branstens 
received additional correspondence fron Doris advising she had made an appointment 
with a.doctor for them. This person is probably Doris Schneider. 


There have been previous indications that Curtis Brown, Iimited, are 
agents for the Branstens. In purchasing a residence.in Washington,, D. C., through 
Randall H. Hagner and Company, Washington, D. C., the real estate agency ascertained 
that Dean Witter Company of New York City and Curtis Brow, Limited, handled 
most of the capital investments of Mrs. Bransten. They furnished the real 
estate company with the statement of the income of Ruth Bransten for the years 
1938 through 191. 


A confidential credit report concerning Richard Bransten made by the 
Retail Merchants Credit Association, Los Angeles, California, indicates that Nat 
Goldstone, Los Angeles, and Curtis Brown, limited, New York, are agents for the 
‘subject and his wife. 


The files disclose no information concerning Alan C. Collins except 
‘that in 1936 he claimed to be an old friend of Courtney Ryley Cooper and attenpted 
to interest the Director in the possibility of the publiation of a book by the 
Director in collaboration’with Mr. :Cooper. This attempt was unsuccessful. a 


In 193 Collins was interested in publishing ‘the memoirs of Princess 
Stephanie von Hohenlohe. He was advised on March 1, 1943, that the Attorney 
General had stated that it was believed that publication of the-memoirs should not 
be permitted. This opinion was based on the views of the State Department, the 
Office of War Information, and the Alien‘knemy Control Unit of the Department. 


. The records of Dunn and Bradstreet Credit Agency, New York City, 
disclose that Curtis Brown, Limited, are literary agents at 37 Fifth Avenue, 

New York City. The Directors are Alan C. Collins, President, and Treasurer, 

and Nellie Suckerman, Secretary. The corporation was chartered in New York 
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July 15, 1919, with an authorized capital of $200,000. It was organized to 

act as a United States representative of an English company of the same name 
formed about 1903 in London, England. Collins controls the stock of the company. 
Curtis Brown ~ Alan Collins, Incoroorated, was chartered in New York, operating 
as ‘radio agents and selling plays, sketches, and radio material to agents. In 
1939 Curtis Brom, Limited, became a menber of the Incorporated Society of 
Authors' Representatives. The Company acts as an agent for authors and 

operates on.a ten percent comnission basis, representing about 100 American and 
‘British authors. No financial statexent is available but an account is maintained 
at the Bank of the Manhattan Company, 439 Madison Avenue. 


The records of the Credit Bureau of Greater New York Reflect that 


Mrs. Caroline Brow, widow of Curtis Brow, age 78 in 19h, -resides at Teck 


Farm. The records concerning Alan Collins are negative. As of March, 190, 
Collins was.a Lieutenant, Senior Grade, United States Naval Reserve, Intelligence 
Unit, Third Naval District. 


No additional inforcation is available concerning Alan Collins or 
Curtis Brown, Linited. 


The trash cover on Pransten's residence at Westport, Connecticut, 
disclosed on July 23, 1946, that Bransten had contacted Mr. Braziller of the 
"Book Find Club" relative to publishing his biography of Herbert Hoover. The 
"Book Find Club" was first organized January 2, 192, by Joseph Braziller, and 
subsequent to Braziller's induction into ‘the Army on July 31, 1943, it was under 
‘the management of his wife, Marsha Braziller. It was first located.at 112 Eust 19th - 
Street, New York City, and subsequently moved to 480 Lexington Avenue, New York 
City. The club operates by selecting a book each month and sending it ‘to its 
members ‘who have the option of keeping the books or returning then. Each menber 
as requested to take a minimm of four books a year. While the New York Office 
has reported that Joseph and Marsha Braziller have not been engaged in any 
Cosrsunistic activities, some of the employees of the club are knowm to have 
Communist backgrounds. The Communist Political Associationand the Communist 
Party have endeavored to obtain financial and editorial control of the club. ‘The 
Communists were not successful in obtaining financial control, but on May 15, 
19h, they reached.an agreexent with Mrs. Braziller for the organization of an 
"Inner Advisory Committee." It was believed that through this committee 
the Communist Party has at least some degree of editorial control over the "Book 
Find Club." Among the ‘books sent by the club to its mexbers have been the : 
following: j 


Book Author 
Citizen Ton Paine Howard Fast 
Undercover John Roy Carlson 


The Last Days of Sevastopol Boris Voyetekhov 
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Book Author 
Battle Hyon of China Agnes Snedley 
My Native Land Louis Adanic 
The Cross and the drrow Albert Maltz 
Freedom Road Howard Fast 
Wild River Ama Louise Strong 
The Unvanquished Howard Fast 


It is interesting to note that the Queens County, New York 
Comaunist Political Association in 195 offered a free membership to the 
"Book Find Club" to each person recruiting two new members for the Communist 
Political Association. ws 


The technical surveillance on the residence of Richard Bransten 
révealed that on September 16, 196, he held a lengthy conversation with Seymour 
‘Bakst.at Washington, D. C. during which mention was made of the Hoover biography. 


Bakst indicated that officials of the Communist Party had inquired 
as ‘to whether Bransten would be willing to submit the book for the Party's 
approval when-completed. This was subsequent to Bransten's expulsion from the 
Party and Bransten stated he would subnit the book on one condition, that a 
retraction of ‘the deliberate lies of the Party against him be published in the 
"Daily Worker" and further that ‘the National Comnittee should give him a hearing. 
Later, however, he stated he did not see why he should submit his book to then 
because either they would change the book to suit themselves "and their line is 
‘incorrect, they are not Marxists," or else they would permit him to publish the 
book and attack it after publication or they would accept the book and let hin 
publish it and then attack it anyway. Later in the conversation Bransten stated 
the would not commit his book to the scrutiny of people who have lied and don't 
care about anything decent in the world, who’ hate the revolution, who hate the 
working class, who hate human beings, because they are liars and because theya‘re 
dishonest." 


Bakst advised Bransten that he desired to see him and inguired as to 
the most convenient time. Bransten countered by inquiring whether "Brazillat 
(phonetic) was around. It is believed ‘that ‘this was a reference to Joseph Braziller 
of the "Book Find Club". Bakst indicated that he did not believe Bransten would 
"be even uble to ‘touch Braziller." He stated he had not even bothered to finish 
negotiations with him and that Braziller had been giving hin, Bakst, "the run- 
around." He stated he had called Braziller every day for almost three weeks 
and Braziller was not in and ‘that he had finally told "the girl" that he would | 
Like to write to Braziller and she stated she would forward the letter. 
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Subsequently, ‘the inforzation concerning Bransten's expulsion fron 
‘the Party was published and Bakst advised Bransten that Braziller "wouldn't 
even touch you, you know." Bransten thereupon requested Bakst to tell Braziller 
to return the manuscript and to try to obtain from Braziller in-writing a 
statenent that it was not an anti-Party manuscript. Bransten indicated that he 
desired this so he could use it some day if the Party began "fussing around." 
This conversation indicates that Bransten will not have any success in having 
his book published or distributed through the "Book Find Club." 


In conclusion Bransten stated that he would not make any deals to 
permit Party officials to look at the biography. He stated, "This is shear 
rot. Who would I let see my book,.a Dennis, = listen, I want somebody that 
can read and write in the first place and that really hates Hoover. That, 
I must be convinced about." 


Disnissal from Communist Party 


The "Daily Worker" for September 12, 1946, carried-an article to 
the effect that Bruce Minton, which is the pen name of Richard Bransten, 
and his wife, Ruth McKenney, were expelled from the Communist Party "for 
conducting a factional struggle’ against the line of the Party and its 
national leadership." ‘In expelling Bruce Minton and Ruth McKenney, the 
State Committee of the Comaunist Party called upon the membership to guard 
against those individuals who, under the pressure of the sharpening struggles 
and ‘intensified attacks against the Party, resort ‘to ultra-revolutionary 
phrase-mongering and factionalism to weaken the unity of the Party and ‘to 
‘undermine its effectiveness in the struggle to defeat the reactionary offensive 
of monopoly capital. 4 


Since the expulsion of Richard Bransten and his wife from the 
Communist Party they have been repeatedly denounced in the Party press in the 
most severe ‘terms. Information fron:.a number of sources indicates that the 
Bransten's are in touch with other former members of the Communist Party 
constituting a faction outside the Party which is interested in reforming the 
policies of the Party and changing its leadership. 


A confidential ‘technical surveillance at the residence of Richard 
» Bransten disclosed a: conversation between Bransten and Seymour Bakst on 

September 16, 196, in which reference was made, among other things, to the 
expulsion of the Bransten's from the Party. Bransten indicated that he had 
applied to the National Control Comission for a hearing on his expulsion. 
‘Bransten also stated that he is a Comaunist and some day there will be a 
Communist Party of which he would be a meaber. He stated, "I an a Comzunist; 
they can't make me mot a Communist." At ‘the same time reference was made 
to an undisclosed document and Bakst inquired of -Bransten-whether he had been 
sending ‘the document around the country. Bransten stated he had sent it to every 
large Party in the world: except the Soviet. It is believed that ‘the document 
referred to is "a:report on the National Comittee Meeting, Communist Party, USA," 
which was prepared ‘by ‘the Bransten's pursuant to a resolution of the Norwalk- 
Connecticut Branch of ‘the Comnunist Party adopted at a regular meeting July 31, 
196. A copy of this report in. ‘which the Bransten's attack the Comzunist Party 
Jeadership and the Party line has been obtained and is being retained’ in the file. 
It is believed ‘that this highly critical report of the National Comnittee meeting 
formed the basis for the expulsion of the Bransten's from the Party. 


‘Projected Visit of Bransten's to ‘France 


Reports have been received from a number of sources to the effect that 
the Bransten's plan visiting France. The purpose of the visit is not knowm 
although various allegations concerning ‘their alleged purpose in visiting France 
have been made. 
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fhe records of the Department of State reflect that Richard and Ruth 
Bransten made application for a passport to visit France on August 12, 196, and 
efforts are being made to determine whether a passport has been issued and whether 
the Bransten's have left or are leaving soon for France. In their application 
to the Department of State they stated that they intended to visit France on 
‘business for Paramount Pictures. 


tNew Masses", September 2h, 196, alleged that Bransten has told 
friends that the ‘victory of Fascisa is inevitable in this country and that he 
considers it his duty to leave and urges others to do likewise in order to 
preserve the revolutionary forces for ‘the future. 
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Bruce Ninton, 
666 Sehta Barbara Road, 
Berkeley, California. 


More California Vigilantes. 
by 


Bruce Minton. 


The little town of Salinas, one hundred miles south of San 
Francisco, 1s noted for two things -- a rodeo held annually in July 
and the growing of lettuce. Each year, the State notables join the 
crowd in the grandstand to watch cowboys ride wild broncoes, twirl 
lassoes, throw bulls, and other displays: of wild-western skill. When 
Governor Rolph was alive, he enjoyed riding into the arena on a horse 
so that he could wave his five-galion hat at the crowd. The cowboys -- 
for the most part imported for the evont -~- yell and fire blank 
cartridges in the air and pales &@ lot of dust. It is a swell show. 

More important than the rodeo are the lettuce flelds which cover 
the flat Salinas Valloy. For lettuce is the most important crop of the 
comunity. Last woek, the Salinas citizens applied rodeo methods to 
Filipinos who work tn the fields. 

About twenty Viglisntes arrived at Rufo Canete's place. Caneto 
is acting-President of the striking Filipino Labor Union, md.also 
& labor contractor; next to his residence are four modern bunkphouses: 
occupied by many striking Filipinos. Without warning, the Migilantes 
staged a variety of rodeo. For ten minutes they shot at the houses -- 
not with blank cartridges but with buckshot and bullets. They peppered 


outs. 
the walls, punctured’ the large storage tanks of gasoline onthe side? 


of the buildings, shattored windows. The shots fortunately injured:none. 


=2- 
of tho occupants though a bullet Grazed the head of one woman. After the 
Vigilantes had terrorized the Pilipinos, and had either run out of shot 
Or decome bored with such tane sport, they stuffed bottles full of 
inflarmable material, lit the contents and threw the bottles on the roofs 
of the bunkhouses. The fire spread rapidly. Tho Pilipinos lost everything 
they possessed. Tho bunkhouses, thoroughly gutted, eventually collapsed. 
.The loss has been estimated at approximately $12,000. 

The Vigilantes had pretty good fun while it lasted. But they acted 
not solely for the sport. They accomplished more than terrorizing the 
Filipinos and destroying property, for the fire and its aftermath 
vpoke the ronth old lettuco-picker's strike. The Filipinos have returned 
to work -- those that are not in jail or who were not run out of the 
county. 

On August 28th, two anions of farm laborers struck for higher 
wages, recognition of unions, and improvement of working cord itions. 
The Vegetable Packers Association, an affiliate of the A,sF. of Le, 
composed of white workers, and the Pilipino Labor {hion, independent 
organization which came into existence in December 1935, ontered into 
& gentleman's agreement before the strike that they would aot together 
and not goy¥ back to work separately. Three days after the workers left 
the fields, the Growers expressed willingness to submit tho dispute to 
the Monterey County Industrial Relations Board for arbitration. 

The two unions took a secret ballot to determine whether to 
accept the offer. The V.P.A. voted five to one in favor of arbitration; 
the Pilipino Labor Union rejected the proposal 600 to 4. The PLlipbaos 


demanded that 40¢ an hour be granted them before they arbitrated the 
the 


other demands. Inasmuch as/pioking season is a short one and the amount 
of work per man is from four to six hours a day, the Filipinos!’ demands 


was not exorbitant, 


’ SO soon as tho vote of the Filipino Labor Union was known, the 
lawyer of the V.P.A. came over to the hall and pleaded with the men 
to reconsider their vote. The lawyer warned that if the Union. remained 
on strike there would be grave danger of bloodshed, bitterness and 
Vigilante action. The threats frightened xke inexperienced President 
Marcuelo of the Union: he urged the membership to accept arbitration. 
Amid great confusion, not quite sure what they were voting abow the 
second tine, the Filipinos agreed to accept arbitration. 

The leadors of the two striking unions hurried to the hotel where 
they signed an diceonont to arbitrate. By te time Marcuelo returned to 
his Union Headqaurters, the nenbership had reverted to thei@ original 
decision of continuing the strike.until their derands .were Sranted. 

The men accused Marcue&o of selling them out. 

The Vegetable Packers Association returned to work. the Filipinos, 
decause of the hastily signed sakoonene to arbitrate, were technically 
violating their contract, though it was apparent that the willingness | 
to accept arbitration had been foisted on them without their being 
any too slear what all the shouting was about. When the Pilipino 
Labor Union refused to end the strike, the Labor Board declared the 
strike unreasonable and that it would not we sesienlanf os — 

This was the cue for the Vigllantes. Quite a number of the 
Growers in the Salinas Valley own ranches in the Imperial Valley, five 
hundred miles to the south. The Imperial Valley has been able to handle 
its labor troubles by terrorizing Mexican labor. The method seened 
peculiarly adaptable to the Salinas lettuce strike. If Mexicans can be 
terrorized, certainly Filipinos oan/too. Patriotism rose to the occassion. 
The Vigilantes set out to save the Salinas Valley from Moscow, Cormunisn, 


‘ 


and higher wages. ‘ 


The Growers and Shippers Assootation (a sinilar organization}ules 
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Imperial Valley) pursued the usual Vigilented tactics. Car loads of 
armed men swooped down on pickets, fired at them. Casualties mounted. 
Outside labor -- Mexican, Negro, Japanese -- was brought in to replace: 
the strikers. Finally, mob rule grew dolder: armed men coralled some 
800 Filipino workers and ran them out of the county. The police did -not 
interfere. In fact, the first action taken by the State in the strike 
was to send in more police -= who cooperated with tho Vigilantes -- 
and to "investigate" strike leaders. In Sacramento sits Governor Merrian, 
tho most reactionary and anti-labor Governor California has yet boasted 
of. He condoned Vigilantism in broaking the San Francisco Maritine 
Strike. He has shown the way -- ani tho up and coming farm communities 
havo not hesitated to use strong arm methods. As yet, no California 
Vigilante has been convicted for broaxing into houses, for comitting 
arson, murder, beatings. There is little 1iklelithood that such methods 
will de curded while Govornor Merriancansinyes in office. 

fhe strike continued. The Filipino Labor Union claimed to 
represent 2500 strikers. The sudstitute labor brought in to take the 
places of Pilipinos ban neither so skilledor so efficient as the 
Filipinos. Tho strike was costing the Growers money. It must be broken, 
and the Filipinos must return to thelr jobs. 

Last woek, deputy sheriffs attacked a truck load of pickets. A 
worker drew a knife, slightly wounded one of the officers. The pickets 
were inprisoned and the truck confiscated. AS a roprisal, the Vigilantes 
burned the bunkhouses of Rufo Canete to the ground. 

‘At the time the Canete fire was started, a small rag fire clained 
the attention of the Fire Deaprtment in Salinas. This Bmall blaze, 


clearyy inogdtary, was. extinguished imrodiately. The Fire Department, 
however, was fully ‘occupied just at the time the Vigilantes ignited the 
Canete bunkhouses. That, and the fact that telephono cosmnicebions 
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from the Canete house had beon out prior to setting the fire, and the 
added necessity of obtaining the Mayor's permission for the Pire Departm nt 


to leave the oity limits, delayod aid until tho bunkhouses and the 


property of tho Filipinos living there had doen completely demolished. 


That sane evening, at the time the Vigilantes began shooting at the 


Canete houses, the Salinas police staged a raid on all Pilipino pool 


halls and gambling places. The Filipinos, with no place to go, arifted 


to Union Headquarters. Tho police arrived a few minutes later, set up 


‘a machine gun directly in font of the tuilding, and arrested 47 Filipinos 


who were sponding the evening at Headquarters. The charge was "inciting 
to riot", 


On the following day, Caneto, the owner of the bunkhouses and the 
acting President of the Union, visited the sheriff's office to- request 


protection for the remained of his property and for himself. He also 


asked that his truck, confiscated previously when pickets clashed with 
deputy sheriffs, be returned. The truck was his property and -he had 
not been present at the clash. He was given full protection -=- the 


sheriff arrested him for "inciting to rlot". 


tux Sheriff Abbott is not sure that Vigilantes did the shooting 
or set fire to the bunkhouses. He im inclined to think ‘that "erentes® 


of Canete did the Job. Tho explanation does not convince many, partiuclarly 


as little effort has beenmade to discover who did the shooting. 69 
Filipinos remain in jail. All tho Union officers except the Secreta y 


are locked up. The Vigilantes have succeeded vy terrorization and with, 
the cooperation of police in breaking the backbone of the strike. 


Two days later the Pilipino Union declared. the strike over. Their nendver~ 


ship returns to work without winning any concession} their only gains 


have been destruction of property, gun-shot wounds, deatings, and 800 


of their countrymen run out. of the countye 


The Red Soare has beon raised feebly and unsuccessfully during 
the strike. The Filipino Union had no Cosmu ist leadership, no connection 
with tho Cannery and Agriculatural Workers! Industrial Union, and the 
menbdership wwe not Communistically inclined. They demanded a living wage 
and tolerable working conditions. The demanés coincide with the N.R.Ao's 
promises to workers. Nothing enrages the Growers or incites them so 
quickly to patriotic, red-blooded Vigilantism than for workers to take 
the NeR.A. soriously. That -- to the Growers -- is Comnmisn. 

fhe strike Ls over. But the Vegetable Packers Association has as 
yet received no word fron the arbitration voarga. The white workers 
are becoming restive. They demand a settlemont by Yctober 1, or they 
will strike again. And if thoy do, the Filipinos will undoubtedly join 


‘them. The last strike, at its height, included 6000 field workers. 


If on October 1, the unions again walkout, the lettuce fields will be 
completely tied up. And the second time eget] not be lured back to 
work by promises of "impartial arbitration". 

Tne actions of the Vigilates prove that the Fascist threat grows 
steadisy in California. With the breaking of the Maritime Strike, mtfigatst 
sanction was given to illegal acts of violence -- #f not officially, as 
least to all practical purposes. Tho agricultural cammnities of 
California, particularly the Imperial Valley, havo used terror 
consistently at the first sign of labor aifficulties. The Salinas Valley 
episode shows that Vigilantism is by no means on the wanee The newspapers 
throughout California consistently raise the Red Scare whenever workers 
strike. The method of breaking strikes is down to a science. The state 
apparatus, the newspapers, and the Vigilante terrorists begin to 
function elmost immedfately. The police, the militia, the courts are 
fast learning how to offer the fullest coopeartion to the ownerse 


ferrorism in California is not mxk what the newspapers would like us to 
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volieve -- tho spontaneous action of aroused groups. It is a thoroughly 
comprehensive program, by which workers can be forced to accept 
@ lower standard of living and forbidden to organize to improve their 
lot. The strike to all intents and purposes has become illegal in 


California. Governor Morrism and his backers, the nowspapers, the 


vanks, the powerful owning class, 4 uxu have outlawod the right to 


organize, to picket, to protest -- not by tha improving condéitions and 
eliminating the need to strike -- but by the deliberate use of illegal 
terror to prevent any such move. Fascism has come to California, 

at oii fully developed oneept in its terroristic methods, but 
t-XxxeneEE-Fesldiy. When the Vigilantes swing into action, it is 
impossible to distinguish them fron Hitler's Storm Troops, except that 


as yet they do not wear uniforns. 
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MARION SAUNDERS: 
27 East 35th Street 
SACLE ASORECO 


. 4 - 
SAUNOMAR NEWvORK New York 


‘May JO, 1934. 


Dear Mr. Bransten: 


-Forgive mo for keeping you waiting for ny 
report on your novel, THE GOLD SIANDARD, but I needed 
a quict day to read and consider it. 


It is strange hoy hard it is, in ay experience, 
to get novels of Jewish life published; I imagine that 
one like yours, shoming up love of money and power above 
all else, in this particular type of inmigrant Jenish 
fasily, mirht be construed as being a little anti at a 
time then the best people in America are deploring the 
persecution of Hitler. I have one or two English novels 
of Jewish life, and publishers seen afraid to tcuch thea! 


Tith regard to the qualities.of THB GOLD STANDARD, 
{Y consider then undoubted; you. are a born writer (or 
aren't you?!) and your story grips - at least it does me. | 
Y am not -so sure about the skotches, or sidelights on the 
minor characters in the story - but ‘if a publisher could 
got sufficiently interested, he could rake suggestions which 
I am sure you would.not despise. Also, although this al- 
ways seems to mo.a childish objection, - and one that is 
never made in Europ? where I hail from, - people here dentt 
seen to like sad endings like yours: this again.could be 
changed, if necessary. Your characterization Is excellent. 


I an game to try out the renaining pudlishers who 
have not seon'tho kS. ‘These are: ‘Little Brown, Foughton 
Mifflin, Lippincott, Putnans, Jornn Day, Reynal & Hitchcock 
Apploton-Century, and, but only as:a last resort, because 
do not appreciato them so much, Alfred King or Greenberg. 


i Ca 

Not I also‘have a contact with the Jewish Publicat- 
fons Society of ‘Amcrica in. Philedelphia, and they offer ex- 
cellent terms when they do buy a.\S: $400.00 on acceptance, 
§500.CO on publication - and 15%.after the sale of 5,000 
copies. They have a fund,.as you ‘probably .know,. so that 
ifsa book does not sell, thoy are not dispirited. If you 
would rather I got onto them-soon (i.e.'if you:want a chance 
of interesting ‘thea in-the MS and making money?) drop mea 
‘line, and I will alter my sailing schedule after Little 
‘Brow. i ; 
I will keep you informed, also about the RUSSIAN 
‘MINIALURES, and I hope you will excuse a slow deginning. 

¢ : \ 


‘Sincerely ‘yours, 


schesey,reaiite Bea 


P.S. Please scnd ma a short biography of yourself 
which alvays helps, - and if you ara also a born 
typist (?) let ne fave it in duplicate, so that 


Imay use it for Enzland when the tind cones. 

I had better not trouble you for a second MS of 

your novel until I have found a publisher in 

U.S.A. If the Jewish Publications were to be 

int rested, they cover thelr English menbers too. ° 
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MRYSLER STRIKE {Text of Chrysler-C. I. O. Agreement|== : 


ENDS IN NEW PAGT 


Continued Frees Page One 


workers of to soticit members on 
company Ume or property. 

It was odeerved that the unlon 
‘@id not give any guarantee against 
|Malowdown strikes,” which have 
{been used In the Chevrolet plants 
of the General Motors Corporation 
im Fiat recently to cut production 
as much as SO per cent in some 
cases because of rank-and-file griev- 
ances, without unlon authorization. 
* Union officials concede that they 
‘paay have difficulty ia “seLing™ the 
sagreement te some of the strikers, 
especialy tm view of the efforts of 
Communist and other radical agita- 
‘tors to prolong the strike for what 
are regaréed as wtimate revolv- 


fluences caused a delay of several 


t 


: 


,hours tm the evacuation of the! 


'Curysier plants after Nr. Lewis 
pagreed to evacuate them eleven 


Gays azo. and have deen dlamed for | 


Mr. Lewis wil address a rease 
meeting of strikers at 8 o'clock to 
‘morrow Bight in the Coliseum at 
the Fair Grounds in Detroit, ex- 
, plalning the terms of the contract 
and urging them to accept it. go 
, bork to work and refrain from un- 
authorized sit-down strikes fm vio- 
lation of the agreement, such as 
have ocewrred tn General Motors 

te since that compeny signed 
@ ite contract with the United Avto- 
m modile Workers of America. 
| Governor Murphy made the fol 
Jowtng statement in aanouncing the 
settlement: 

“~The strike Is ended. An agree 
ment Bag been reached. It will be 
signed at 132 P. M. tonight in this 
office. The sixty-five (housasd men 
wil Be back at thely wark--p)s 


Syectol Ve Tae Naw Youk Tons. 

LANSING, Mich, April 6— 
Following ts the text of agree- 
ment ending the Chrysler strike, ' 
together with the texts of state- 
ments by Walter P. Chrysler and 
Homer Martin: 


Text of Agreement 
Agreement entered into on this 


sixth day of April, 187, between | 


the Chrysler Corporation (herein 
after referred to as the “corpora- 
tion”) and the Jaternational . 


Unton, United Autoraodie Work- ; 


ers of America (hereinafter re 
ferred to as the “union™). 

1. The corporation agrees to | 
dergain with the unlon as the 
comective bargaining agency for 
sueh of its employes who are 
raembers of the union. The cor- 
poration recognizes and will not 


faterfere with the right of its | éupiey 4a 40 ae ble fite 
: employes now om strike at their 
» Ueual work without <diserimina- ; 


employes to become members of 
the union. 

Neither the corporation aor any 
of its agents will exercise discrimi- | 
nation, interference, restraint or 
coercion against menoders of the 
— on account of such membder- 
ship. 

The corporation will not ald, 
promote or finance any labor 
group or organization which pur- | 
ports to engage ia collective ber 

ataing or make any agreement } 
with any such group or orgaaiza- 


wakn agrees that 
Beither the uafon nor its men- | 
ders wit tatinHate or coerce em- 
ployes, and also not to scliit 
faembdership on corporation time 
oF plant property. 
3. It 1s mutually agreed that the | 
term “eraploye™ for the purpose | 
of thls agreement sball mot in- 


} feet until March 31, 193% incl 


meen, time keepers, plant protec< 
tha employes or confidential sak 
arled employes. 

4. The union will not cause or 
permit its members to cause, Ror 
wiQ any member of the union 
take part is, any sitdown or 
saya strike or other stoppage 
if any of the plants of the cor- 
poration during the terna of this 
agreement. 

3. Negotiations will be resumed 


6. The uaion agrees immediate 
ly to terminate the present strike 
Be eet ties apeess that 

« corpora’ ry 
its plants closed as a result of 


, the strike wil resume eperations 


GS S00R 08 possidie. 
3. The corporation agrees to re- 


tom against thera for participat« 
ing in the strike, and ia accoré- 
ance with the seniority rules of 
the corporation now in effect. 

9. The corporation abd the valoa | 
agree to take proper proceedings 
to obdtaim leave of the court to 
Gisvaissing the corporation’s Bil 
for an injunction and the valon’s 
atewer and croes Dill. 

10. This agreement and saki 
Qgreement supplensental hereto 
shall remain in full force and of- 


i 
sive. 


Mr. Chrysler’s Statement 


The settiemeat which bas deen | 
made here is satisfactory to me 
and Co may associates. 

It is im keeping with the policy 
we heve followed Ing: on 


I wish to express my apprecis- :ltroit 


tion to the Governer for his good ! 
Ofiees. He has been tireless, pe- 
tient and resourceful ia Bis ef- 


im saying he has dome a great fod. 
I wish also to thaak Mr. Dewey 
for bie effective cooperation im 
seeking to raediate the ae aie 
a 


meg 
Now it ie up to all conceracd 
te be fair ta thelr efforts to make 
this settioment work. 


Mr. Martin's Statement 


We are defiaitely on our way 
ost of a strike situation which 
has existed Im the avtemedile In- 
dustry since lest Falt. 

The signing of the Chrysler 
agreement is ancther step ia the 


f direction of real collective bare 


gaining in the avtomodile Indus 
try and will help to stabilize and 


+ improve the relationship between 


the emplyers and employes of 
the industry. 
The vaion wil carry out its 


| part of this agreement and a8 


other agreements reached with 
corporations. The sporadic sit- 
down strikes have ended alasest 
as quickly as they have dbegua. 
The anion membders have demon- 
trated a splendid discipline and 
respect for agreements. 

These sit-downs have occurred 


, largely because of the leck of ua- 


derstanding on the part of work- 
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Federal Agent, Pretending to, 
Be Crooked, Worms Way Into 
Gold-Selling Pilot 
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oh yes darling: 


t them 
tell jim and ev that See ce Elen 
Ofer party convention, Wwe OTe as 
take all their noals with us andet our then 
a 1 Us 
aA ent to see phe an) eer ering ell 
sure an¢ heer 
one doe toe De woe haveno pag co ee mes 
chee rates expect them for dinre r ev 
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mes. MATINEW JOSEPHSON + GAYLORDSVILLE - 


CONNECTICUT 
friday 


ry dearest: 


this is just a note tht i can ceghe 
the mailzan xkx who o’res at noon in these 
parts. i an operating on a strange type 
writer whose intricacies are vaffling me 


at the merent. 


yesterday was & big day for mee Be & turned 
over the st of tle sop paper to al 
speei-- therart on the wages business and 
felt quite proud ofmyselfto think 4 got it 
all done. the % liy care in to see mee 
then 4 went bek to bed to rest up for the 
big expedition, as 4 was quite tired and 
exhausted for some reason. dorcethy helped 
me pak. then finally 4 had a tath andgot 
dressed andlistened to the7th symphony and 
thot abcut you. and then hennah came and 


4 was off. 


Joe @ckzan lroks lie a new ran ( we wnt 
there for dine r first). he ms gained 22 


lbs since he has been home ami he looks 
wonderful.... conversation was hot mdhavy 
about louie h ckers bitter attad on mattys 
book in the xxxx nation. 4t was the lead 
review. the mticn lit section up to their 
old trits again. thereview was bitter and 


very anti onrunist. ratty told a funny story 


H 
t 
% 
4 
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MRS. MATTHEW JOSEPHSON - GAYLOROSVILLE ~ CONMMECTICUT 
ase 


wel 1 anyway woe Ind dinrer and talied abcu 
‘this art that andhad fun. am then the 
drive up here. i was exinusted when we 
started andi was afraid 1 would never mke 
ne but id did, quite ok. and altho i fell 
nto bed at 12:30,this a.m. 1 feel quite 
Spry. the wurtry is wonderNl. so fresh 
and beautiful it makes my heat ache. shen 
£ woke up this a.m. £4 looked out my wiriow 
an there were‘all the hills an the trees 
are so green and tle dogwood an lilac is 
out ... only it mskes me lonely for you. 
last night £ had a hard tire sles ing as 
usual and 1 thot and thot abcut you... 1 
had a fNnny idea for a piece for th new 
masseSee. & plece arswerirg objetions of 
liderals to camunists: a. cormmunists are 
too narrow. 0. comm ists always bust up 
parties trying to argue about politics. 

Cc. communists are like early christians. 
dad. communists get in my hair. end so on and 
put these in italics and then ars wer them 
with some stuff showing how if a cormmunisy 

is sox narror and never sees anybody but 
cormunistshow does he get to parts’ s to 
duet up pleasent conversation about who 
slept with whom last night// call it 
apologia pro camuniszum or somthing. well 
maybe. 4 didnt bring ny mss ofto ok because 
yesterday 1 felt so low andsik and i thot 


4 wouldnt feel well envf to even lock at it 


oP Ener 
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about hacker. he wenttto 

hin ardbes hin for thelst due by a pro 

hag tacker never poke to hin again. ha 

a aid you kna that it was Im cker who ° 

eae robe r barons in the new masses 
ra phony name yrs ago,? he also 

reviewed robe rbarons 6r the nation and 


1 oth 
ee ratty was quite hillaricus 


however {i was dissa 
pointed tht th 

Eassas reviews? was 0 Weta eateries 
st bal favaable enough and all that and 
fe ty even said he thot it was favoable 
: autho s never do think reviews are 
peveretle) but it certainly was no effort 
ai ny istinguished kind and £ thot ramsey 
ri . even maxe his objettions very exciting 
: elt quite ashazned for the new masses ° 
Lisagio on this type of book they ought to 

ve the best review in town and they didnt. 


your aire Just came darling. you a 
fo serxine wires. did! tell you chee eines 
baa i adore you andyou are so nice. gee f 
aces you get the money ook. in youngstom 
fm sermiing this to kicon owing to ° 

ccuntry malls. 1 cmt wait-- 1 think you 
will be home soon from your wire. 1 em comin 
none monday afternoon just in case you : 
eeu be home monday night. snyway youll 

e home wednesday wont you darling. 


i 


oe 


this aex. i feel much tetter and wik 1 
had. however its only until monday so: by 
net tuesday i hope to be pack at work 
dding a little aryway.-did you get marion 
harts letters abcut reviewing aimitriff 
for thebook union? i saw your review of 
yorse in book union pub. you were easy on 
her. good review however. 


4 am so worried about eileen, ‘£ hated to 
leave town with everything up in the air. 
rabson is going to call or wire me here 
however. 


dak xkakkxyouxthakxthsex 


: must finish this and rub to mailbox with 
te : 


only vefcre i 2 nish 4 have to put in how 
ruh £ love youe and how hard &£ om trying 
to get well fast so that you wont have & 
leusy old sick wife when you get back. 


end b morrow we are hsving dinner with the 
the mumfords and next day with thedpearces 
and the cowleys. i shoah move around in 
polite liberal society, and me a good 
o mzunisy. i forsee much exhausting yelling 
in mttys ear. 1 wish you here to put the 
runfo ds cowleys et al in their respec ive 
places. and 1 love you so. oh darling i want 
to be in your arms am have Pu rake love to 
me and tell x me that you love re, ry dear 
little one. if you see grandna give her ny 
love. a sneer for i’ and for you, my 
deepest kiss and A 1 ny ager 

ru 
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To The Now Masses: 
The selection of tho jury for tho Criminal Syndicalism 
trials at Sacranonto is now going on. For the past threo wooks, jurors * 
havo been oxaminod in the attempt to find twolve men am women who 
will give the soventoon defondants a "falr and impartial" trial. 
So far, Jurors who havo shown any intolligonco in thoir attitude toward 
the dofondants havo been dismissed with all possible haste by the 
prosecution. 
District Attorney MoAllistor, red-baiter oxtraord&aary, 
vegan the trial with an abysmal ignorance of the charges. Judge Lermon 
has by this time instructed the District Attonnoy Sut ttenenry g0 thato oy 


/ 
tho prosecutor has somo idoa of what tho cases are all ‘about, Q 


Ahewnrd 
Judge, Loyentha—trial—with a docided hostility toward the seensnren: 
But when x tolograms and postcards of protost poured into Sacranonto 
at the rato of a score a day, tho Judge's attitude chanred. nerrechy. 


At the proesont timo ho &s ae evon to tho point of gonorosity~be-tre 


defoendants. qesbeot Fades ocsan's Cece nad earn eae 30 


apparent that many observers havo become oe ae As one spectator 


in court romarkod, Oy night bo-euspieteuss pat I don't liko these 


nice judges. It's too oarly in tho trial. He!s boon shavi the ae 
judg y ng th it, cand 

defendants necks very courtoously <= in order to fit the noose om 

lator with groator easel" 


wet Tadgo Lorrson, according to nis om ieuiimes is 


par as bil a a-but_in-the-entire-nabion, Suds Hoon TOES NOT 
another Scottsboro or Sacco-Vanzetti oriel. fare. 
binue, the chances of tho seventeen defendants for 
receiving o fair trial witlbe tnorenstae~ juprren es 
{ prs, ‘ 


. Of course, District Attorney McAllistor has not been 
. idle. Alroady ho has pudliciqod the attompt of the dofoendants to 


intinidato one juror. cording to 
he ngewe hanes Aged Ac ne af 
Keallistor's tale, with death xxdxmkkex by the I.L.D. But on investigation, 


the plot exploded, much to tho chagrin and embarrassmont of the 
bistrict Attornoy. er NoALLLator, two shont¢ matkas roluctance to 
investigate tho so-called intimidation =~ so -aoch since epee that oven 
the Sacramento papors have become suspicious. thex Tho papors rer lars 
er tho 'kidnapping! plot releasod by the District Attorney's 


office, which turnod out to bo the-purost fraud. = 10 


District-Attomiey—to_prchiiiaotie-puospactive jurors—agéine b-the 


wdoferdnnts. x ith tho fantastic stgry of kitnxxzing intimidation, 

Je me er MC ALL kins Cayce ‘ 

Mes) Ir-shoulid provo-more~thairs 
thay 

~embaxrraastiif-to-ti6 worthy Distr Attorrmey. Fors ono menbdor of tho 


jury adnitted prosenting McAllister with ducks, so that the juror 
could indicate kkxkxkex to tho District Attornoy that hor hem t was 
in the wight place. The Assistant District Attornoy roportod to the 


Judgo that + other of ono of the dofendants) had callod 
on a juror with the intention of discussing the case. This charge, 


Upon investipetion ds vresaugos~proved equally falso ee ae en 
uror 


char sy 


> 
ety 
quostion” hatogorically donlod oexvhevinpebesn visito® bya 
“hus larmmick. Tho assistant prosocutor was put in tho xx oxtronely 
uncomfortable position of hevineto~ert—his—rerde-and boing open 


to the charge that ho is oither subject to hallucinations or == can 
it be possible? == ho kx doliboratoly testified to a falsohood. 
fo put it crudeby, funny businoss goes on in Sacranentoe 
The court 4s sonsitive to protests. And the protests Bhould not only 
» the prosecution of seventoon young mon and womon on outragoous 
and un-Amorican changes of oriminal syndicalisn, but should urge the 
'fair and impartiay! trial¥ of the Distrios Attor ; 
rd and his two 


The Counter=-Revolution Joins the rrosocution. 


sen Gourt was called to ordor onxtiumdaaxs at Sacranonto on 
Tuesday January 8th for what was £a intended to be sped mare day of 


Qn be tak 
the nex wenn ex os ener Trialf of sovonteen workers,,1 Leo Gallagher, 
dcéinsbwonntadey found that tho opposition had suddonly changed. On 
eithor side of him sat Lunxnexx a stranger, men who had previously 


not boon presont at tho xxrtxkx soloction of the jury. To his left 


was tho incoming District Attornoy, Otis D. Babcock. To his right, 
he found Albort Goldman, ronogade Communist and active Trozkyite, . 
who had joined in tho dofense of Norman Nini. 
Goldman had sped out from Chicago to bo presont at the trial. 
Throughout tho picking of tho jury, Xnxxxx Goldman's client, Norman 
Mini, had divoroed himself from Gallagher's defense and had propounded 
strango questions to the jurymon, questions that tho jurymon did not 
understand antxxkinkx but which oloarly showed Mini's Trotzkyite leanings. 
"If tho dofondant believed in permanent rovolution,® Mini asked, "would 
such a theory projudice you against him in this trinle" And further, 
| "If you would conclude that the defendant held more radical opinions 
than tho other defendants, would suoh a oonolusion projudice you against 
him in thia thiol?" jfore radioal opinions! Mini, with his Trotekyite 
thoory of "pormanont revolution", contonds that he will oxpound to the 
court the truo kan Narx-Lenin doctrines, and prove that Stalin is a 


betrayor of the working olass. And to holp him in his mawtk noble 


sesonenee SPLECESO EHS defense, of confusing the minds of a hosti) 
atile 


. es 
j:ry and this rergutining adding armnmition to the District Attorney in 
his attonpt to railroad workors to the penitentiary, Mini had procured 
Albert Goldman to assist in prosoenting his countor-rovolutionary 
doctrines. Albert Goldman who was expelled from the Communist Farty, 
who acted as attornoy for tho truck drivors during the Minneapolis 
Strike. Albert Goldman who at a mass meotingheld during the strike, : 
dofended Governor 
REXLKAXLNALANR Olson's reign of terror against the militant workers. 
And Albort Goldman who, to quote Bill Dunno, Spr rar pitiless eee eh 
follow snk the footsteps of Dobs(!!), 
mnxkkexruteny who, ‘when an injunction was 
served tpon him dofied the injunction! 4 what a mockery of history! Debs 
went to jail dofying an injunction against tho workors; Mr. Goldman - 
urges his friond, Govornor Ylson, to rotain mabtial law oven though it 
vreaks tho strikes" ° 

In the courtroom, sit @xx Goldman's friends. Tho Trotzkyites 
geom to have conoontrated on the Criminol Syndicalism frial (to sabotage?§ 
Solowis there,and Mass, anothor ronegado Communist who is now District 
Organizor for tho Workers! Party, ond Janes Rorty has just arrived in 
San Francisco. Soventeen wor ors aro on trial, and tho Trotzkyites arrive, 
and spread dissonsion,xx and quibble about torminology, and block attentps 
by the I.L.D. to raiso dofense funds So eeeasae cslumnies concerning 
the I.L.D. into the oars of liborals who might havo contributed to 
the defense. 

“gtalin stated, "Trotzykism is tho vanguard of tho countor< 

revolutionary bourgeoisie." 

And on Gallagher left, sat the now mouso-like District Attorney, 
Nr. Babcook. Ho had come into offico that day, replacing the red-baiting 
McAllister, the McAllister who had attempted to framo the defendants 
with a wild 'kidnapping! story which oven tho capitalist nowspapers 
could not quite swallowp,the MoAllistor who ocoused tho I.LiD. of 
intimidating jurors only to have his aoousation prove a boomerang and 
put him in tho ombarassing position of xdmikinexkhek boing sack 


in another attompt to fpbricate evidence and so gain convictions of 3- 
seventoen innocent workors. McAllister who patriotically volunteered 
to continue as a special prosecutor to try the cases, with the minor 
proviso that ho recoivo $50 a day and proportionate sums for coach of 
his two assistants (McAllistor's monthly salary as District Attorney 
was $325 a month). But tho goenorous offer of Mr. McAllister was too 
much for tho Board of Supervisors, and xxx tho incoming D.A., Mr. 
Babock, who had formerly ondorsed NcAllister's petition, saw that 

a rofusal to tako over the casos might projudico the t:xpayors against 
him. SO Mr. Babcock took the case, and asked for a postponement of 

a wook so that ho mivht feniliarizoe hims-1f with tho ovidence. 

Seventoon workers havo boon in jail for over six months waiting 
trial. Baboook kxsxhzxn know that ho would be responsible for the trials 
whon ho camo in office, and yet he made no a tompt to study the evidence 
and no attempt to expedite the trial. Lot the sovonteen rot in jail! 

So tho trial is again postponed. Go'tdman kx will be in the 
courtroom. Gallagher will defend sixteon workers, Godman and two other 
lawyers will defend Norman Mini. And Otis Babcock will prosecute. 

Of course, Otis Babcock did make soveral statomonts during the course 
of his aompaign for District Attornoy that might ombarass another man. 
RARXRARAEKRFXRR Soveral workers ronembor his visit to Hooverville 


soliciting votes. Sovoral workors romombor asking tho question, * 


Mr. Babcock, I om a Cormunist and I want to know what position you take 


on the Crin nal Syndicolisn Casos." And thoso workers will now affirm 
that Mr. Baboook roplied, "X think that instead of HcAllister spending 
$50,000 of tho taxpayors monoy to p¥®sooute half-starvod Cormunists, 
he could uso that money to bottor ad vantayo to prosecuto sore of 

the bankors uptown or tho big ronl-ostate non." Ang Bne of Babookk(s 
appointoos was hoard to remark that"two words are cormonly useds 


Ono is persooutod. One is prosoouted. Those Cormuniats are boing 
porsooutod." 


2 8 ey Y, 


But whon quostionod on theso romarks, Otis Babcock waxes indignant 
tnd donios such statomonts. Ho is a short, roddish haired individual 
who laughs too much. He opons his mouth wido and shakes with good 
naturo. And he is a¥liboral!l, A country-born iboral who likes to be 
mild about things and 1likos to think of himsolf os a dofendet of 
law and ordor. He is a much mildor man than bull-like, bollowing 
McAllistor. Ho is a man who Xtkarxtzm likos to opon his mouth and ig 
luahg whon ho doosn't know tho answor to a question. And his favorite 
response to inpertinont queries such as, "Do you boliove in the 
C iminal Syndicalism Law?" "iow do you account for your sudden decision 
to prosocuto the cases aftor intinating that you would a provo of 
McAllistor handling them?" "wvoro you not olected due to a enction 
against NcAllister's Rod baiting activitios?™ -- his favorite 
response is to chucklo and ae thee ho couldn't answer yos and he 
couldn't answor nog md thoroforo ho would rather not says 

—Tho trial gnaxxnn Stabts Janvary 16th. District Attorney Ww 
Babcock has as yot rocoived no mass prossure for tho poloase.of tho 
dofendants. Xxxxuxk Postcards showing tho mass support of tho xark 
defendants by workors and workers! organizations throughout the 
country would impress Mr. Babcokk. And funds for tho defneso are ™ 
urgently nooded. The Criminal Syndicalism Trials, which wild 
sot a procodont throurhout the nation, mist serve as a rallying point 
forxntttixnk for tho militant working-class movonent. Intollectuals 
03 woll as workors are throatened ==.if tho sevontoon aro convicted, . 
the move will bo oxtondod against tho middle-class omd the intellectials. 
fho soventoon go to trial Janaury 16th == and xhatexdate thoir frame-up 
ean be broken only by tiasd presoure. The m&<anx vanguard in the 


offensivo against ronction and Fasoisn 4s in Sacranonto. 
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Bruce Minton, 
666 Santa Barbara Road, 
Borkoley, California. 


Sacramentots Logal Lynch. 
by 


Bruce Minton. 

Whon Lop Gallaghor; I.L.D. attornoy, took his chair in the 
courtroom at Sacranonto Xastk Cuosday, Tanase hm for what was 
expected to bo tho first day of tho Criminal Syndicalism trial, 
ho found a new prosecutor facing him. District Attornoy Otis D. 
Babcock had takon over tho casos against tho seventoon workers, 
takon ovor tho prosocutiondthough two days bofore ho had plodad 
with the Board of Supervisors to rotain Noil NcALlistor, Red-briter 
extraordinary. But NcAllistor!s tpatriotisnt had demanded such a 
high foo that tho now District Attorney foared that tho raid on 
sere county funds would roact unfavorably on his own reputation. 

So Babcock took ochargo and asked for a postponoment of anothor 

wook in order to acquaint himsolf with tho caso. tho Judgo - 
granted tho postponenont. And onco moro the sevontoon workors will 
wait in jail (whore thoy havo waited sinoo July) for thoir now 

famous case to be triod. - 

Babcock 15 a "Liberal" -» at loast ho likes to give that 
impression. Ho is o mild-mannored littlo man, with a wide mouth which 
he throws opon xnt for froquont good=humored laughs. He is doing his 
duty, he says, in prosoouting tho onsos. Ho only wants to soo justice 
done. So when tho rod=baiting groups dntorestod in railroading the 
xokax workers to jail ( ton of tho sovontoen are officers in the workers? 
Cannory -nd Agricultural, Industrial Union which has led meng strikes 


in tho farm areas and which has a militant record in & organizing workers 


to domand botter wagos and living conditions) when the groups interested 
in broaking the union and gotting rid of radical workers who are more 
concernod 

xntexzxkrg in uniting Laborers than in prosorving tho corporations! 
profits, asked Babcock if ho would allow a special prosecutor into 

the caso, Babcock could soe no objection. Lot the corporations aid 
tjustioe! by Vehetertire tho prostigo and influonce of the large owners 


against tho workors. Pressure that the jury will rospond to readily. 


A jury composed of old mon and wonon, A jury composed of the mother 


of a local policoman; the cousin of a constable; a rdal estate broker 
whoY belongs to tho Masons; a rotired membor of tho State Adjutant- 
General's office; the wife of a wholosale grocory salesman; a retired 
civil engineer who xurkxdxfarxkke was omployod by tho State governnont; 
tho wifo of a Pacific Bas and Floctric omployeo; and tho son of cigar~ 
store omer who is a nombor of the Elks.-A jury that ontains no 
workors, no professional men, no young péoplo. A jury that comes 
wholly from the middle and uppor olassos, and whose ago closos their 
minds to a now outlook. 

Tho Saorare nto Criminal Syndioalism cases in which seventeen 
workers will be tried for thoir legal activities in organizing the’ 
working olass, promises to be one of thdaost vitter class trials 
that has occurred sinco Mooney was framed, since kun yacoo-Vanzetti 
wero rmirdered. insscdpeonubesananesios California's Scottsboro. 

- Already, Loo Galloghor has exposed tho attempt by the formor prosecutor, 
Noil McAllister, to tamper with tho jury. Already, the District Attorney's 
office has tried to put over a fake tkidnapping! story, so outrageous 

and fantastic that even the’oapitalist nowspapors could not swallow it. 
And already mass pressure had made its protest in Sacramento. 

But tho now Distriot Attorngy, Otis Baboook has not yet the foree 
of mass indignation. Ho :ts new to the oase. Ne still imagines that the 
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sailing will bo smooth sm railroad hes tho sevontoen to tho penitentiary. 
; Tho X.L,D.,whioh 4s concuoting tho Cofense of sixtoon of rhe 

soventoen workors (Norman Nini is defendod by Attornoy Goldman; six 

.orkers aro dofonding themaolves before th: court with tho aid of 

I.L.D. Attorney “allagher) has organized a drivo for funds and for 


Postcards 
mass protest. Oxxzx os wrtreds havo flooded tho District Attornoy!s 


by tha brdtde 

offico and Judge Lormon But moro 
protests are noeded -- not only int California but fron tho ontire 
nation. For this case is tho spearhoad of tho antix-labor, anti=- Rod 
drive. This case will sot a procodont. It is tho outstanding Labor 
case now boing prosecuted in tho country. 

Through the offorss of the I.L.D., tho A.F. Of Ze unions aro 
protesting the framo-up. Throuh tho offorts of tho I.L.D., a unitod 
front to raise dofenso funds has boon organizod == a united front 
which ireludes Epic Clubs, A.F. Of Le unions, tho Anorican Civil 
Liberties Union, and many othor groups. Through tho offorts of 
the X.L.D., liberal spoakers havo addrossod nass mootings ne fight ont 
tho cases. And throo times a wook, tho I.L.D. publishos o bulletin, 
Criminal Syndicalism On Trial, which prints nows of the occurrences 
in the courtroom, and publicizes tho trial from a militant working= 
class basis. Tho I.L.D. 13 the backbone of tho defonse. The IsL.D. 
4s the workors! front against the oapitalist pross led by Hearst, 
ogainst tho rod-baiting corporations and Chanbors of Commorce, 
against the District Attornoy's office which is using ovory offort 
to lock up working olass leadors. 

The trial comonoos January 16th. Protests aro of oxtrene 
importance, ond defense funds must be raisods anxkhiuxer Tho I.L.D. 
boars tho burden of sooing that mass prossure bears dow on the 


prosooution and makes tho District attornoy realize that tho eyos 


of the working olass of ‘Anerioa are upon hims The IebeD. must provide 


ean snleneiietnanteaaenatiml 


funds that the logal oxponses.cen—re-mek, Tho Ftpkt,is against Fascisa, 


against tho forces that would terrorize tho working class. The seventeen 
workors in Sacramento turn to tho I.L.D. for support and aid. The 

I.U.D. turns to tho working class to fight the vicious frane-up, 

to fight tho Fascist offensive by protesting the trials and by 

sending funds. The District Attorney statod in court, "the Communist 
Party is on trial!" and with the Communist Party, the I.L.D. 4s on 
trial, and with the I.1.D.,tho working olass is on trial. 2haxaxx 

There is only ono answor. Lot the District Attorney know that 

the working class cannot bo intimidated, cannot bo broken by 

legal lynch} . 


Today the opening guns of the prosecution xaxxkexxaxinx sounded 


in the most important xmkxxzxg labor casos sinco aia murder of 


Sacoo and Vanzotti <= tho Sacramonto Criminal smuaionnton Cases. 
bo 77 o 
After weeks of dolay, after ondloss indecision | & who should 


t 
i 


represent tho State in th attempt to railroad sevonteen workers to 


— Se 


the penitontiary, the case has opened. California, as well as the 
awaits 

rest of the nation xaLtz tho outcome: for the casos will set a 

precodent in the working class movenent. 


Sacranento is the capk£totl of California, the hangout of 


ew 


Govornor Merriam. Sacramento is the a small city with she as bad a 
Canes - 
reputation for xigm open vice as any, in Galifornia ~- which is saying 
a groat deal. Prostitution, dope, all the disoases of the capitalist 
system flourish in Sacramonto. So do the police. Right now xkax © unty 
law onforeenent grouns aro training extensivoly in the use of tear«gas : t 
and KORKKAZEX NXNNRKNZKE NaAsfous gas --to forstall nepproxtastely 
shortly after 
2000 Comnunists xnem sympathizers who plan to storm the oity mafarrx 
February lst." 
Sacramenot also boasts a Hooverville with somo 10,000 to 15,000 
enolrolestiec city 
inhabitants. A Mooverville which xtxatskax for miles, whore men Xthar 
and women exist by soraping round for food in the Crty Garbage Dump, 
where mon and wonen have but one thought == to got onough to oat—bo fe 


feed: aching bollies. And finally, Saocramonto is proud of the Legistlaturo 


which is now in session, whero all tho Xabktaxt lobbyists ropresenting 
big business and large landlords pull strings and veh asset in order 
The antecere: 


to share in the anager t the taxpayers! moneys, All birexiaakX 1 coal ail 
ally Jorseiotens nava-come.te Sacramonto. They hare floodep the Assombly and 


Senate with Amoricanism bills == proposed legislation that,.W322 
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Today the oponing guns of the prosecution maxxhexradxtnx sounded 
in the most important mkaxxxg labor casos sinco ene eureee of 
Sacco and Vanzotti -- the Sacramento Criminal Syndicates Cases. 
After woeks of dolay, after ondloss indecision Pe as should 
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; represent the State in th attempt to railroad sevonteen workers to 


the penitontiary, the case has oponed. California, as well as the 
awaits 


rest of tho nation xaktz tho outcome: for the casos will sot a 


precodent in the working class movement. 


Sacranento is the capktotl of California, the hangout of 


oe 


Governor Merriam. Sacramento is the a anay city with the as bad a 
reputation for mizu open vice as any, in belifornia. -- which is saying 
@ groat deal. Prostitution, dope, all the diseases of the capitalist 
system flourish in Sacramento. So do the police. Right now xkax © unty 
law onforeenent grours aro training extensivoly in the use of tear-gas 
and XOMKENERE NXRERANAKE naAsous gas --to forstall raEprosinacely 
shortly after 

2000 Communists xa sympathizers who plan to storm the oity Mafaxex 
February lst." 

Sacramenot also boasts a Hooverville with some 10,000 to 15,000 

encirclestiic city 

inhabitants. A Mooverville which xtxatshax for miles, whore mon xXinu 
and women exist by soraping round for food in tho City Garbage Dump, 
where men and women have but one thought <= to get onough t to eab—bo feild 
feed aching bellies. And finally, Sacramonto is proud of ine Legistlaturo 


which ,19 ‘now in. session, whero all the Xabktaxt lobbyists representing 


big business and large era pull strings and Sav foshepael in order 
I duats The anrecere: 


to share in the anattgn ee en the taxpayers! moneys All tireximakk lope) ail 
tal forstiotans nara-sone.ts Saoramonto. They have flooaes the Assembly and : 


Senate with Amoricanism bills -- proposed legislation that,yil2 tt 
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Ksatsadad 
insisted—on tho salary of 950 a mmm day for himself and for oach of 
if he were toper€oerm 
his two doputios/ sfxhaxnaxexks his ‘patriotic duty of railroading 


x) Ur Ont he al, 
the seventeen workors to jail. Exkar Such-a protest ,wenteup to ttre, s 


st waste of public funds, that Aaboook desided, to dispense with uukktxz 


MoALlZster's valuable xuxeciax services and to do the job himoelrf. - 


tp rey O-Atemmahy, Rarbad MAY Bhd 
Sxanxthaxtalaphanmoduikex But. Baboock, to show’nis » prea was in the 
toward Rrarest AW, f 


stent piece andnot too soft km 'commnistioc agitatorst3 agreed over the i 
“Vo hamden re 


aaa phone vitro a group of reportors sat—in=iiezofties, to allow ae 


Oo. ahares sina 


organization to appoint and pay xxpukkix an-assistait. prosecutor to 
maleevyuro cae ean wie the Reds would not slip through bie fingers. 

the Ee: Beo Leaner “An an oditorial fos Ow against Babcock!s decision 
to prosecute ine case. McAllister was tho Boe's man, because McAllEstor 
know all the ovidonce. ping American Legion and the Associated Parners 
and the Bank of Amorica and all tho other groups who don't like 
xm militant workers, particularly gs Oe workers insiston 
organizing agricultural laborers (ten of the seventeen defendants are 
officers in tho powerful a and Agricultural Workers! Industrial 
Unionf which led the Cherry Pickers! Strike, the Cotton Strike, the 


groups wanted McAllister on tho jobe 90 they protested, ada they 


began to bring pressure on the Sxkx State Attornoy densest U.S. “Wedb. 


Carl mA, Shae * wT re ees 
The pressure wes from a small minority group, pout, Ppowonful beceuse [resus 


mA 
SA it represented the sisot ponsseul interests {nijcelifornia. ebb sew his 


Lander fated m 


Imperial Ualley Strikes, and countless other creas ay) feta all these | 
duty -=- to the pengonnare and the large industrialists. Ho eppotik ed ee | 


McAllister and xen ve pees to prosecute the oases 
bodys onte nn ie ie of oan senate un 
Leo Gallagher n wanted to know mage tiie A Forney General haa stenpea a 


: By what right wet tis cl | 
into the case. Tankraignke Ko danbattc crow: an waaxtho Attorney General 


sot aside the wishes of the voters who leontea MoAllister waiknx a after i) 
flay whaX abyt Sobpde y 4) 
the Criminal a al indictments a deen returned, and oven-the: cx a ea 


deeds. di 
haadxof tho vot rs ae repudiated man to prosecute for the statet 


eee sey eave 
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"The Attorney General initiates Fascism by ousting elected public 
offioials,"Zuxk Gallaghor pointed out in court. "Just as Attorney 
Genoral Webb tn the autumn elections tried to prevent 100,000 voters 
from exercising their rights to vote, so now he attempts to destroy 
local democracy by mukx ousting from office elect&d officers of the 
people and by building up a powerful political machine which will 
operate on tho dictatorial principles of Pascisn}"* 

But wobbd net his eyes on the Logislature. He his eyes on 
the ropressive vdills that are pending. He realizes that those bills 

sea tach Go Soak the nde OhG have So-maay geear ae tartan sg 

him. Wobb does not think of tho Xamxmxx inhabitants of Hooverville 
dow near the River. He's willing to plunder the public treasury to 
pry McAllister $4500 a year, Johnson, Deputy prosecutor $4050 a year, 
and Buchlor, epee enh a $3500 a year) to railroad workers to 
Jail. Hots willing, to-Let~the sttornee get their cat at—the-expense 
of reiief funds, at _tho-expenae sof publi hoaltN <= af they will 
in turn do their job well and put the workers behind bars for 
ten or ££f% twenty or fifty years. weo"ine hs Dosen texpuseaee 
He-apyotats McAllister whe Ia nivontnen delighted to please Webb. 
And tho voters cen take tho Niuxands hindmost. 

But Yeven with this set-up, Webb md NoAllister aren't satisfied. 
They nood expert advice. hea-fn the court, kaaay next to MoAllister 
sits "Read" Hgnes, notorious Red=baiter from Los on snseneey head of the 
Red squad in at end responsible for smaracteoie terror against 
workers than/any other individual in America. "Red" Hines is an 
expert on the suppression of Cormunism. "Red" Hines knows how to 
beat up workers, knows how to break their arms and legs and ribs, 
knows how to mutiAdate and maim. Therefore, in the eyes of Webb and 
McAllister, "Red" Hines 4s an authority on Communism. He kan is a 
post-graduate in the school. of sadism and 


sO Hines is hired << at the 


Faille cutie he ha a 


expense of the taxpayers (or aro the Associated Farnors subsidizing 


this part of the prosecution? i--te gixe hie~expertadvicas— 

Tho Reazx capitalist Press 1s also associated with MoAllistersie 

deen treated to ; fas 

Sacramento has xanx the most solentfic campaign of Rade anti-Red 
propaganda that the skillod oditors ban arrange. The Hearst papers 
of San Franolsco have outdone themselves with ma&ix anti-Cprmmaist 
articles. Spectators in the courtroom are treated to the edifying 
spectacle of the reporter for Hearstis International News Xuantng lolling 
over Red Hines! chair, exchanging notes with McAllister, passing 
remarks at the expense of the dependants. ane Actossates Farmers, 
the American Legion, The D.A.Re!s andother Organizations heweo f 
spectators- in court <= to lend the prosecution moral support. The 
Jury of old mon and women are undoubtedly effected by the owners! 
display of power. For the Jury is nct ideal fron the standpoint 
even of capitalist 'justice!. In a case against workers, there is 


‘ radicals, 
not one worker on the Jurys fin a case against young xxdizxkzy thore 


ou no, ttt Ata I 
is not one professional man, nO® one young maAnxaxxxsman person a» 
8 , 


eh 


fn a case against members of the working olass, there are onlyrepresentativell 
of the Cy Cael Wt HT UMA 6 ; 
middle and uppor classes, The Communist varty is on trial -- 30 


MoAllister stated in open court. And yet the jurors ese selocted 


so they ey have passod the age when they are Open to new ideasy 


when near minds have-decome fized and preconceived notions have ; 
become part and parcel of their nethod—orit} « Who are they, i 
these twelve men and women who ,will pass on whether seventeen workers a 
should be xuntzkadxtax to-the-penitenttary for the : 


crime of organizing other workers into unions, for fighting to gain 
vettor wages, better living conditions, better hours of work? ox They i 
are: the mothor of a local policeman; the cousin of a const:dle; | 
@ real-estate broker who formerly belonged to the Chamber of Commerce 


and is now a member of the Elks; a xmktxmt Mason who had formerly 
served 25 years in the State Adjutants Offices the wife of a wholesale 


~ 
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grocery salesman; a rotired civil ongineer who ux formerly cort racted 
with the state govornment and who is acquainted with the prosecution; 

two retired gt of the Southern Pacific Company Union; md so 
One form—the. timpartial!t panel t® welghsthe ovidence, uw saffron, | 


Lee 
te undorecara’s tho difficult Communist ideology that must be introduced 
vewrtet ef—on 


_ into the cusoy to give soventaonyoung yorkors a SK tfainttrial., 
— is easy to understand why Leo eee accuses the mamxkxmfx court 
veing mankxakikrixky "lackoys of/intorestsphat control the state.” 
The trial has T MUe thy Reale slo Ot tnaey Leet Qader, IS Baacdiing + Attia 
The witnessos give testimony, are cross-oxanined, The State mOnds ay 
Communist literature to the jury. If it were not for the sean! Hivher 


dangerous situation ” t 4 
agungex in-which soventeen innocent mon and women, ono could be meet 
ev 


Rene SS ee 


iy 
1 RIE ey EER re as 


a 


w= 


at the spectachka of McAllister giving tho jury lengthy less éns in 


7 


Communism. Ho reads from Why Commnism, mispronouncing the words, 

s 
obvicusiy not understanding what he is saying, how hoe is exposing nis (Aly 
own role, $herrotesof his employers, xhexxeiaxatxknex entire § 
proceedings. His deputy, Johnson, stumbles through a lengthy : 


quotation from The Progam of the Commmnist Internation#. » Ho : ae " 


tho jury just what 1s wrong with the capitalist system and just 
I UstE, ~the full 
how to change ity cron a revolutionary arty of and for 
the masses of workers, The worke {.Sohool has moved to the 
Sacramento Courthouse. It is ae bad that the proceedings can not 
be broadcast. But for those ofmus fortunate to be present, it is ; 
ru, * 
Py Sh aeoue in Marxism. 
| qho ax trials will probably strataiteut com 0 month ther 
Jught eet even longer. Amt on trial with the seventeen workers is 
: ‘ ; workers and intellectuals, . 
not only the Communist Party, but all . , 
| all pacifists and anti~Pasodadts, all 'pinkéleand liberals and ¥ 
maxx sipgore students. For the trial is a teat case. Not only to ct 


2 AVEO Sell 


BT OS ary 


rola inares| andehad-wdaer the Criminal Syndicalisn Law, a 


we te ten 


but to find out how far the roaction oan go in euppressing fundamental 
rights, in asserting the Fasoist torror. The Legislature metk . 
: er _ Outcome 
will watch the reaction unixkkaxxmxxkk to tho cases, and tho xaankk 
i eotre. UE 
of the casos. If tho first offensive is successful, th pills md A 


Live! will have an even greater chance of passing tho Logislature and ; 


becoming law. The Vigilantes will take now courage == no,courage is 
not the word <= new steps to terrorize the workers. And what 
happens in California will be a x Jondnerk to the rost of the 
nation. fre Calférnia legislation against tho working a ass will 


4 
eg Rte een or ES. 


bocomo a model for all other states, even for the mukk federal 
governmont. Hoarst demands a conviction of the soventoen workers. 
Wuxk Hearst domanded the impearialist Spanish-American War -=- and 
got itt Will Hoarst be ¢ victorious in his drive against the working 


class? ; 5 
outcome of the outcome of the 


the/trial is not up to Leo Gallaghorts dofense. The/trial 


4s not up to McAllister, or the Judge, or the Jury. It is up to 
eA : : 
the American wroking class. Protest. can savo the seventeen defendants. 
5 defend — 


ita : 
Leo Gallagher can present the oase in court -= and no one can xxaxsenk 
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cio Werkinn-olase with more ability, more fire, more heartfelt 
sincerity and devotion <= but Leo Gallagher depends on mass pressure 
to back hila up. At the present writing, mass pressure has been 
woefully lacking « In the name of the working olass, in the name 

of all those intaktedtuatx who realize and oppose the xx irminent 
danger of Pasoism, the seventoen Sacramento workers ask . for wall 


2 mares G 4a dane en Af Ins han Ad ; 
imm ddiate mass phatest against rail oading thom tO jail. They ask 


tie i 
not only for themselves, not xm only to assuro, theér Liberty, dut 


frasnelty , endenemnd| and intellectuals * 
«Veoause they realize,wiat conviction means to the workers/of ; 4 
California and Amorioa. The fight is against Fasoisn, against Kitler's s 

; . ; — “J 

coming to Amorioae The answer 4s in the hands of everyone ofue : f 

. ee eae ae . 
. sincerely intorestod in fighting terror and oppressioneRR Funds ave’ x 
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aoe ) . . 
‘ en defense. Protests must block the reactionary offensive. 
outcome of the ; pie SY ihe 
Tne/Sacramento Cr —— Syndicalism Cases xemurpxkm is in the 


hands of ‘workers, intelLectusls, RXXXWHAXKLEAXLERRE LHS aMTEONs 


Bruce Hinton, 
$2 Gramoroy Park forth, 
Now York City, Now Yor::. 


California's Logal Lynch. 
by 
Bruco Minton. 

E Tho ppecialY prosecutors at Sacranonto dronod through Communist 
litorature, mispronouncing words, stumbling ovor sentences, solecting 
passagos hore and there from the stacks of pamphlets that littered 
tho tablos. sonotimos thoy contented thonselvos yeth reading a sentence, 
or a phraso or fovon disconnectod words. Thoy woro concerned only tn 
with convincing a small-town jury that tho Communist Party had boon 
guilty of violating tho California Criminal Syndicelism Act. Thoy were 
intorostod in sontoncing sovontoon workers to fron féfair to Lifty-sixz 
yoors each in tho ponitontiary bocauso theso workors ero embers of 
tho Communist rarty and becauso-theyhad teen saeieo an the labor movenent, 

Tho ae of tho sovontoon took placo during the wavo of " 
terpor that oak California decent atars aftor tho San Prancisco Gonoral 
Strike. Vigllantos swept throvgh oitios ant torms, broaking into ~ 
pravato homes, boating, kidnapping, dostroying, burning. In Sacramonto, 
tho Red Squad roundod up ovory, militant vorkor, thot tinz-soukd-hocater 

in tho.oaso of tho soventoon ras 
Thoy chargod oach with vagrancy, which/almost innodlately wes augnonted 
by the far moro sorious indiotmont of Criminal Syndicalism. Tho soventeon 
woro xizarmt solactod doliboratoly == thoy had boon guilty of : 
organizing agricultural laborors in the rich valleys of California, 
organizing thom inte fit1stant Yatona that domanded for Nomican and 
Whito fruit-pickors, ootton=pickors, poa-piokors, a living wage and 


- ; 
bottor working conditions. Tho pevent oa had mn 80 a as to urge 

T thy 
Q@ supply - a eee drinking 


vw, 
sHoh rovolutionary tnnovationg ~ 


ar dy Be Nivtoun? attempts to 4ncall. tho union by organizing viglTanto groups 


FON oy ert drive eer tho "Rods", | uy Rees tho workors, had—Satiod 


ae 


A. 


eo used omby—t 


=2e 


Yator ee ee in tho fiolds during tho long, blistering days. 

In two yoars, thola Genneyy ime KeMeuttural-Houkorg! Industete? Union 

had ovecosstrtty staged vast strikos that involved over who;0007 $0,040 

laborers and that won basic improvozients throughout tho vatloys. Clearly, 

the sovontoon wore dangorous. Tho stato authoritios, cooporating 

with tho powor trusts, tho largo banks, tho Associatod Parnors, kad 4g 
OF tho ooportunbey- tome L~*Sst4—tirese-t Ors. THRX 

Se a ee PAXLRNPMALSARENALALALLEKLAXSHAXARNETAKXSELsKRE 


ccupbstcly. Dos,ito beatings and arrosts ané ovon shootings (in ono 


Nah te lala a ana ee ry «Ys SY ee) 


tom, four strikers wore murdored in ‘cold blsed, as thoy walked along 


Bron, 


the ‘patriots’ waren’ “4 

the strcot)/could not halt tho stoad groment fons But with 
mevlacld % ; . 
tho stato-wido anti-Red hystoria rebccar Mtberrec? onoral Strike, y 
tho stato offictals finally had tho chance to round up tho union 5 
leaders, chargo tho: with vagrancy, and thon docide what could bo done to & 
put thoso militants out of tho way. * 
The first nove was to sot bail LS 
rhxxxartxextks so high that it was inpossiblo to raiso funds to 7 
ee ¥ 
roloaso tho workors., ™% ad Fuuit and hog bade ee oxorciso and * &, 


light. andaknany ae Criminal Syndicalisn Law, gpaeton an Re! RAX anc 


9 aval itant labor movomonty, was brought out and 


a? 
: ae ete ovor. tk ‘tho law 4s sutficdon Ly Yamo, Shap gitey ions vicious . 
. ema wer a ow 4a Meukired % Lory bn whey be Ueertre , be ve & 
to mnvict without much ovidonco. Accordingly, District Attornoy “= bites : 
fan. 


Neil McAllistor indicted tho sovontoon wndor tho provisions of me raw, 
ond announced xaxtho that now at last ho feuld so fhat tho seventoon) 
would a nol bothor tho ey for a good long tino, 

x b—o13~0% aa Fe ALList Aa 

© ~okony-aatling for Mo Stor, Ho-rrers—busyNounuing 

Mire ae erik by é : 
Lor~vecvitttion agaarst Otis Babocok, a, '1iboral! who seised the 
opnortunity ta intimato{ that if ho xxx woro olocted he would not pross 


chargos against tho aovontoon. MoAlliator wont down to an ovorwholning 


dofeat. His mothods of radlroading workors to jail voontso thoy had 
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4 
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won major conoossions for agricultural laborors, did not appoal to tho 


/ 


majority of Sacranonto citizons. But McAllistor still had sovoral 


months ain offices ho docidod, | with tho support of ae jingo Sacrancnto | 


rres3, to, havo his Se es on tho ‘tnoda", ce a ee 


aie fe mee KR T rpleulin . 


Tho trial commonced. Leo Gallaghor, attorney for the Iné€ernational 


Labor Defonso, roprosontod blovon of tho workors (fivo dofondod thensolvos 


with his eae e anc ele: Tho Pit esta Bir pean Norman Meta panes, onlisted Bat 


Srerabign 
aid of Seated Ge bs Sma oasis Hw 


tho-RiLWwsta_a de 


wh 2 Now Lin s 


~oivdLrigitGy tho selection of tho.jury dragged on for ovor a month. 

Meanwhilo, McAllister bolotored his caso against the | es by 
that 

concocting two now chargos: eR ne ee ees gre ete i 


oe had attenptod 


to kidnap his star withess. 4 pore that ter ardag 


wero” aeo guilty of jury-tamporing. Tho chargos did not add to tho 


prostigo of tho prosocution. On invostigation, it turnod out that 


tho kidnavpod soar—vetToas had left torwm on ordors from tho District 


Attornoy's offico and t 


jurors and to t a eS 


? 


in-neyadas~ 


iad-attended , 
eB webacda, LA Wy bahreftanes Ja Wg ape Pt RPA *Nusda | 
and tho jury tamporing provod to bo a vigilanto attompt to miracary 


<pitbhd 
S, ° inion ainst tho defendants. 5 
PST § bs phealy ae 
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Finally, tho Spleeeh on eee jury “omtted « McALListor had done 


his job woll. No workors 
1 
tho final panol. Tho 


citizons as tho cousin o 


» no young pooplo, no professional mon sat on 
wie 2 
ex jury ie ceomposed-of LG tampartialt 


fa local constable, tho mothor of a local 


policenun, miombors of the Elks and Masons (both organization passod 


resolutions against tho Communist rarty), retired ‘nbu¥ore of tho 


Stato Adjutant Vonoral’s 


offices and 30 onj <= tho mont ronctionary 


paarrte ff 
olomonts in o ronotionary small tom . cha beat Beda 
: t : wwe et * 
. kfho trial startod khn MoAjlistor's tern Sepived At@trite~poine 


GA ww 
brought pasauee on cae 


park 
Attornoy Gonoral yu hg Word 8 we od ante the ploturo wi om ownors had 
Con, j x hoe eve p P ° 


Webb, THOSE Nere oe afraid or the inocning 


im Littl, dapefmard rrernt Patinn ty aamfebat Ta oaderring wa pod Df 


BREA oo TH Ta UNE, 
. aita afyprenedtn . <4. He, re ee om 
Qistriat-aAtoordyoe watoro Lvort *, They wanted ‘ee-bo suro that 
tho sovontoon labor loadors did not slip through thoir fingers. They 
Gomandal erkt Wobb retain McAllistor as spoocial prosocutor. “ndor newly 
acquired powors, wWobb appointed NcAllistor and two assistants to continue 
ony BH OWT 
tho casos, evo tho defoated MoAllistor a handsomo salary, and disphaced 
tho aa Misha ta prosocutor. wed © mako *suno that tho prosocution 
Ankans, “punad dere who Unltd ~~ 


sre 
aid” n e eae 
does not fall “down, wn See Rod yee. hoad of tho Los Angoles Red salthesee. 


was imported to act as prosocution authority on Communism. Hynos ts woe | 
Resin scteatd maw wo 


an oxport in strong arm mothods, in torror, in Ree third phone Napanee ho ; 
» has dovoloped into a fino art. Ho learnod aoenes Coma miuniste by punching 
cb Hopoaataans eweet in Los Angolos. Ho xk&kkxhx will bite ied pee 
prossntkins tho intolioctual Aeauenes of tho prosocution. 
: eee Hynos and NcAllistor, kidnapping and jury-temporing scaros, 
ol "GRTEGE Gioes Gone eseube one sae sei vas sovontocn. Tho .,ross also 
| is prosecuting: Scemusaic ea demand that the labor movemont 
| bo snashod once and for all. sho Arorican’,ogion and tho D.A.R. and 
tho Associatod Farmors 3it in court and aid in procurring ‘ovidence'. 
The whole roactionary machino of California ownors augment the Rod Scare 


and ova up tho vigilante spirit. 


ha F 
** california 13 closor to Yasoism thah gny othor stato. rt~t3 no 


longer a thoorotical question, no longor a matter of rasctst tendoncies. 
tho torror that folicwod tho Genoral Strike g003 on. rrivato honos 
continiro to bo raided, though tho posses havo no search warrants. Tolophones 
aro tapped, mail is oponod. very torn, ovory city has its vigilante 
orgunization, its tNationals! that abe propared to ropulse inagiaury 
cpmmunist armios and that koop in vuraining by broaking up mootings and 
beating workors who protost. In Saoramonto, tho oity Managor had hiasolf 
appointed captain of polioo. Ho used his now office to croato 500 spooial 


doputios, arm them, teach thom how to use toar gas and nausovnous gas 


in ordor to ropulso a smooting of wnomployod, that-was—threateneds Tho 


re hee, 


ie Kaginy MS QU. if 
AthALs ¥ fer Weta Aas oe HE fa tz 


(Prrrey fh Aone donat “eben Aww te ool 


-torror, ami a long stop twoard Fasoisn, ; : 
LS RRARALARRELKAALXLRAN not only in one stato but in 


trial of sovontoon workors tx takes place in this atmosphoro, with the 
Logisiaturo mooting a Low blooks away and discussing evory typo of 
ropross-vo dill that it 1s possible to concoivo. Amoricanisn bills << 
moasuros that aro supposed | to fey iProspority' by breaking tho Aad 
unions; xnxx bills that (atine eee idler Hap onprosary approved by 
the policosas—a—ferony; vills that forbid printing or distributing or 
evon roading litoraturo that the authorities do not Sanction; bills 
that provido for idontification bureaus; bills that rostrict freodon 
of thought and exprossion ln tho schools and universitloss bills that 
provido for tho burning of books. - : 
California is today a tosting grounds for Fascism. If tho - 
reactionary program of opprossion and torrorism can bo launched 
with activo success in California, it can bo utilized in othor states 
as woll. And tho mxxrx trial of tho soventeon workers in tho Sacramonto 
court sots a procedent in the drivo toward Fascism. Conviction of 
tho sovonteon (ovon though an appoal might roverso tho conviction) 
moans that tho drive to uso tho Criminal Syndicalism Act against all 
workers, whothor radical, or militant, or consorvative, will de one 


Twenty states havo lavs similar to tho California statuto, -- tho 


weapon is alroady thoro. In California, the conviction of the sovention 


* ORL 


will oncourago tho Logislature to pass tho proposed bills now under 
considoration. If tho drive its California succoods, && sinilar stops 


will bo taken throughout tho nation, whorovor labor disputes orystallizo, 


ee ae 


whorovor industrial workers or agrioultumal laborors attempt to bargain ._ 
A conviction in Sacramotno moans furthor 
opbloctivoly and throaton strike. TRAXLAXRARLXANAXANERALRANXKALX SE 


tho country as a wholoe To freo tho soventoon moans to chivok reaction. 
Loo Gallaghor with his vast oxporionoo in labor oases has statod, frho 


froodom of these dofondants is not up to mo alone. It is up to tho 


ecto, OS ieee OPS. 
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wholo country. Mass protest, mass pressuro can savo thome" It is 


up to all thoso who valuo civil liborties to soo that tho trumped-up 


aE 


chargos against leaders of tho militant labor movoment aro disnissed 


and the sovontoon workers go froe. 
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New York State Comnittec 


™ of the 


Courunist Party 


March 26, 1937 
Dear Comrades: 
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-° In every unit, personal letters must be written 
* by Party members to the persons indicated in the re- 

* lease. Make sure that you sign your correct nane and 
* address so that you can receive an answer from the 


* “Assemblymens 

* 

- In view of the fact that the Central Trades and 
* Labor Council; the State Federation of Labor; the Amor= 
* fean Civil Liberties Union, and the Citizens Union are 
* all opposing these dills, it is possible to get overy 
* progressive organization to protest these measures. 
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Several moasures now before the State Legislature must arouse the united 
orgaaized opposition of every trade union, civic organization, and evory pro- 
grossive person in our city and State, 


The Kleinfeld-Dooling 3121, Senate Print 71399, Assemdly Print A963; 
amends the election law so that 5% of the total vote for governor is required 
“for offical recognition of a political party. The Citizens Union declares, 
"This would oliminate from regulor Party status all Parties except the Dono. 
cratic acd Republican Party. Tho American labor Party polled at the last 
election Just undor 5% of the votes cast for Governoress™ —~ 


This vicious attempt to oliminate all minority political parties from” 
porssnent party status is the most drastic restriction of democratic political 
rights yot attempted in our States It is a further step of the Tammany ~ 
Liderty League reactionary forcos of our State to continuously and porsistently 
make moro difficult tho independent political oxpression of progressive opinion. 


Protests should imnediatoly de sent to Senator Kleinfeld, Chairmany Sonate 
Judiciary Committee, Albany, N.Y. and Assemblyman Rooux, Chairman Asso) 
gugiclary Committe, Albany, Now York. : 


PRA ESR 
Assemblyman “adsworth has introduced two measures which the Stato Fod- 
oration of Labor and the ventral Trades and Labor Council of Now York have most 
strongly condoned as a threat to the labor movement of our State. P.osident 
moany declared "Thoso bills attempt to take away the fundamental richts of 
workors and edasculates organized labor in this State «= This is slavery." 


=le= 


Assembly Bill 346 provides that overy union in our State must render 
a report to the Se¢retary of Stato, giving the musbor of noaders and a do~ 
tailod financial statoment. Such inforugtion vill vo of invaluable aid to 
tho Vhau:ber of Commerce, hamifacturors Association, and spy agencios of our 
stato. 


Assouwblyaan Tadsworth's second measure, Assemdly Print 71360, includes 
all the provisions mentioned alove, contaiaed in 3111 76, and in addition 
provides: ; 

(1) No strizes can be called without previous notice to and 
peraissi¢n fron the State Industrial Corrissioner.s Tho Conalssionor or nis 
agent has the power "to procoed to tho location of the strike, or lockout, and 
and to assiwie general direction thereof” (d112 #1860, page 5, line 9-12) 


(2) Makes arvitration cospulsory. 
(3) Declares sympathetic strikes illegals 
(&) Prohibits sit down strikos, 
2} Prohibits strikes to obtain a closed shop. 
(G) Prohibits stoppage of work on scab products and non-udaion 
/ products. . 
(7) Prohibits “sass” picketing of 2 or more porsons. 
(8) State Inéustrial vomslasioner has power after investigation 
to declaro any strike illegal. 
(9) Foroids Civil Service workers of the State or sub-division 
thereof to join any bona fide labor organization. 
(10) Pronioits trade unions directly or indirectly to contribute 
soney for "aid or support any political party, or purpose, or any candidate 
for pudlic office”, (assembly bill 1860, Pago 9) 


shese measures Aitlerizes the labor govezent of our State and prohibits 
active participation by the lubor govenent in the political life of our State, 
BOTH OF THE WADSWORTH DSASURES MUST BS _DeMenT aD. 


Every trade union, civic body, and progressive person oust isaedictely 
write or wiro his protest to Assemblyman Wadsworth, Albany, Now York and Assom- 
blyman Sashburn, Chairman Labor and Industry Jorraittoo, Albany, New Yorke 


Telegram just received from Aloany that Assembly= 
ran wadsworth's 4412 No. 346, requiring aanval . 
financial and memborship reports has been roported ee 
out of comites favorably by the Assezbdly Labor 
and Industrial Comaitteo. IMSDIATE PRESSURE IS 
MOST URGENT NOW ON EVERY ESSEMILYMAN AND SENATOR 
Write = wire = visit «= during the wook-ond 
your Assomblysan and Senator. 


The second, and even worse union smashing Zads- 
worth bill, No, 1660 is still vory much alive. 
Protests urgont at oncod The reactionaries are 
aining to get at least No. 346 passed, if too 
much protest is aroused against 1660. 


ALBANY MUST BRB FLOODED ‘ITH 
RROTESTS AGAINST BOTH BILIS! 
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REPORT. 10. SENATE UITITARY ITAIRS COMIITTEE ON THE HILL-SHEPPARD BILL 


Washington, D.C. Made by Louise Branston, xembor 
March 12, 1957, National: Executive Comittee, 
“ Avericon League against War and Fascis 


I have come hore to express the opinion of delegates reprosenting 1,195,000 
people who recently attendod tho Eastorn Seaboard legisintive Conforence of the 
American League against War and Fascien, held in Washington. These delogatos 
fron seven Eastern Statos cxorossed thoir opposition to the Hi11-Shoppard 3111 
(designated in this report as Senato 3111 25) and to the Industrial Xobilization 
Plan. For this Bill, docpite revisions and changos fron previously introduced 
Dilis, harks baci: to tho Industrial Kobilization Plans of 1933 end 1936, which 
set vp rachinery for a military-fasdist dictatorship, os will be indicoted lator 
in this roport. : 

In turning to the Bill itsolg, it de noted that the oxprossod purposos as 
outlined in tho preamble aro fourfold. First, "to provont profitooring in tise 
of war"; second, "to oqualize the durdcns of war": third, "to provide for the 
national defenso®; and forrth, "to prototo poaco™. Ti last two provisions are 
supposedly the denificont results of tho first two. It ie our profound and sin- ‘ 
cere deliof that nono of theso intendod purposos are procotod by the Bill. On j 
the contrary, an onalysis of this 3112 convincos us that its offocts can only de 
opposite to thoso intended: far from provonting war profitcoring in tire of war, 
4t only sorves to oncourafo war industrios to ercater cfforts in timo of peaco: ‘ 
instead of equalizing tho dburdons of war, it shifts the durdon to tho casses of 
tho poorlo; i¢ usos "national dofonso" only as an oxcuso to proparo tho grounds 
for a dictatorship and thus throatcn our dosocratic inetitutions: and least of i 
all can it bo said to "promote peaco", for, in addition to otioulating war indus- : 
trics in tine of peace, it couplctoly cvades tne rcol causos of war, ignoring ‘ 
the really cffoctive weapons for peaco, ard creatos at tho samc. tino a false in- 
prossion of being a tool for poaceo. or, ao a matter of fact, is it at all tho 
purposo of the 3111 to "promoto peaco", for patontly a dill that dcale spocific- 
ally and in dotail with war plans, with conscription and nobilization, and with 
the quostion of tho efficient conduct of war can havo vory little concorn rith 
the promotion of peace. ; 

Iet us analyze cach of tho stated purvosos of the Bill. Scction 9 on war pro- 
fits statos that "upon tao declaration of war, and during the poriod of-such 
emergency, thero shall be imposed a tax of 95 por conti of o21 incceic abovo tho 
previous thrcoe-ycar avcrago vith proper atsustsonts for capital oxponditures for 
wor purposcs by existing or acw incustrios"., Aside from the obvious fact that the 
only way to prevont war profiteering ts to prevent wr, or coxplotcly to national- 
izo all inéustries (acs peet history indicates, all attempts at liniting war pro- 
fite have proved t{llusory), this provision in cffoct puts a promivm upon the ox 
pansion of mar industrics to tueir canacity in tho period preceding a war, and 
thus stimulates & pro-trar boom ty rewarding those concorns which aro directly cn- 
gaged in producing “ar satorials. - 

It is well known that the poriod imtediately precoding ontry into a war is the 
tino whon industry caters into a dynanic and boom-liko expansion of its producing 
facilitios docauso of tho vory danger of war. It de tho porlod of the ercatost 
production and tho caxizum poacotine profits. The Bill, dy proposing to tax only 
the profits in oxcess of tho throe~-yorr avorago profits, would to ell practical 
purposes dc granting industry a 5% incroaso in profits over aad above thoso sade 
curing the oxpanded threo-yoar period designated. 

Ferthormoro, tho clauso allowing the "propor adfustmonts for capital ox-endi- 
tures for “var purposes by onisting or ner industrios™ loavos tho door opon for 
the cozploto invalidation of ony lizitation of profits. Ascrican industry. it is 
folt, is dy no means wnfariliar rith dnitdating subsidiarios and "indcopordont®. 
companios controllod by stock onership held diroctly or through holding coupanics | 
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7 As for that mattor, thero is nothing to prevent any cxisting units of industry 
from expanding at will. ‘Tho cost of cuch expansion will bo high in tino of wr, 
and no doubt sore form of "fair roturn" will de nllorod, based on theso high 
costs. ds a rosult, tho profits to industry will actually bo highor from facile 
Atics built during tho war than from compatable production capacity acquirod prior 
to war. 

Section 9 is particularly vicious when considorod in tho light of caintaining 
@ position of noutrality in case of war olscwhoro. It gives an incentivo to rar t, 
ratersal canufacturers to drcak dorm cxdvereo Icgislation so that tho profits may | 
do built up to a maxima in the contcaplaticn or chanco that wo night entcr the , | 
wor, shus insuring them tho grcatost pocultlo mr-tizo profits. Fart 4 of Senate 
Roport 944 (Nyo Munitions Invootigntion Comitteo) of tho 74th Congress states 
that major accounting factors cuch as cocts and valuations aro extromoly difficult 
to determine. To a largo oxtont ths Govetucont must roly on industry for informaq- 
tion; and in tho prossuto of war tinor, thoao acccunting itens aro inovitably do- 

j tormined on a basis advantageous to industry. Cur coutts. Esxosres, in variovs 

pudliceutility end railroad canes havo had a tentonsy to Anewe Jcorican utilities 

advantageous valuations es a tasis of profits, wider the “dauz procers clavse"™ of 
the Constitution, and thore is overy reason to beliove that thoy would bo equally 
friendly to industrial produsors. 

Furthormore thoro aro always sany loopholes in profit-linitation schemes de~ 
signod to apply uniformly to our ime and complicated industrial structure. 

i Finally, no mattor hor offectivo a achene may be on paper, it will bo tremendously 

moakenod by the adtinistrativo alfficaltio3 inherent to a war—tine situation char- 

' actorizod dy the nocossaty for spoed and tho vast volie of work to bo done. All 

i sorts of rachinations can bo usoa to svold the tax. It is sufficiont, for ezanple 

| to recall tho tricks of tho Di Ponts during tho last war in rolation to the Old 

Hickory cswololoss powdor plant. Ja this caso, tho Du Ponts wors abdlo to utilize 

i their xonopoly on tho pomdor produsing capacity of the Unitod Statos to obtain 

opyronitatoly $30,000,000 in profits in adéision to tho $13,500,000 roceived from 
the govorrzont as Ccosponention for constructing that plant. Cortainly tho 3112 
which is now Doing congiderod dvos not provide for tho climination of sinilar 
practices in tho futuro; nor dcos it considor foroign producing facilities omed 
or docinated by aAseriean capital. 

Now let us soo whethcr thks b111 can accosplish its second purpose: "to equale 
izo tho burdons of war". Sho prico-fixing powors givon to tho Prosidont in Sec- 
tion 2 of tho 8221 aro not a throat to dadustry. Do powers which could, in 
offost, pub a company out of businuss Af it refused to allow prico-fixing will not 
bo used against industry vo fo0%, dbacavso tho govermiont cannot afford to put a 
company out of dDusinessy when thero is nood for tho camodity thich it produces. 

If tho company objacts to tho uso of such povors by tu Proaidont, tho vosted 
intovosts ere sutfictontiy pororful to got that thoy wut. (In tho last war 
strains of induutrios proved a vory effective Tuapo:.) Cortainly, onco we are 
involveG in a war, all tho offorts of this covassy wild tu dovoted to winning 
that war, and to that ond capital intcrosta must bo pacified and aade to cooperate. 
Sacroforo, it follows logically that copital 4121 be abla to cnko all kinds of 
erasions, just as it dic during tho last war. In this connoction thore is a sig-= 
nificant statozent to bo found in the Feroword to the Industrial Mobilization 
Plan, .to tho offoct that "shilo efficioncy in war is desirable, effectiveness is 
mandntory#, It is thoreforo quito obvious that no taxation on war industry rill 
do iSpocoda that rill in any ray Coprivo industry of tho profit incentive. 

Fethor to protect profits of industry ‘woricing for var, provisions in the 
Industriel Mobilization Plen cnablo govornzont agencios to guarnantoe contractors 


' against loses cvo to incroasos in the cost of labor or ratorinls (Sonato Report 

: 044 = Port 4 ~ 7Ath Congross). Wo matter how prices may be fixod durirg a ting —. 

' of war, there aro always unofficial prices alongside official ones = particuiumly 
for food an’ clothing = but therd are nover rnofficial wages. As a rosult, She 
cost of living bocozes incocmeneurate rith the fixod wago. Wages oan be aijusted 
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to the cost of living only with great Cifficultios: and, as a ratter of fact, we 

/ can gay that euch adjustcent is nover realized in practico. Tho Inéustrial Mobili-~- 
gation Plan providos for wago fixing; ani Mr. Baruch opescifically roceeewniod the 
fixing of all wages. Tho Sonato S411 25 opens tho way for the enforcenon st of this 
provision of tho Industrial Ucbliication Plan. 

The draft of labor which is Lugiied in tho Bll ds not subject to the sane type 
of evasion as tho draft of capital. A Gesiaration of tar would aulocuticaliy elve 
the Prosidont powor to 2raft cilliots of sion who cannot ovate the iesue of civing 
up their lives in tho wey that big compan'os cas moro “he detan’d to Vinit tacir 
profits. Is this oqualization of tio butleny of mur? Won are to give ur trois 
lives, labor its froeto:; ani forpice O21 Good intonsicns on tho part of tas frame 
ere of tho Bill big dusinors W111 de oncournged to rua concerns to cazatlty in ore 
der to denofit from tho 95% tax plan. In our opinion, this is a one--324u4 Peqcal- 
dration" of the dburdons of war. Jurthersore, the Industrial Mobilézatios Faan pro 
vides that the people tho will do directing the Labor Adiinistration soard shall 
be dram fron tho ranks of "procinent citizeas" who, wo =ny presime, will de out~ 
standing industrial leaders, as specified in the 1933 version of the Plan. No pro- 
vision for labor reprosentation is ovon hintod at in the Bill itsolf. 

According to Sonato Roport 944, Part 4, this socts to suggest that, "in tico 
of war, placozent and conciliation are to bo carriod on with less attention to the 
interests of labor than in pencetizo. Undor tho Plan, the rorkdr vould be faced 
with the altornativos of work, Light or starvo = if ho is not courtzuartioaled. ‘tho 
aray has actod ao a strike-vreakor in the past." Usdor the military provisions 
and censorship croatoa Sy tho Plan an2 ontiroly unopposed by Senato Bill 25, off- 
folal strixe-sreaking would dbo carrie’ on with lognl sanction. "Zqualization® 
undor the Plan would bo, thorofore, nothing noro than a naive illusion. 

Tho third statod pwrpose of tho Bill is to "provido for tho national dofense". 
The pooplo rho I as roprosonting horo today ast: for an adoquato dofinition of tho 
- €era "antional dcfonco." Sho words aro uso’ loosoly. Raroly do te fink thes lin- 
fy Atod to moan dcfonso of our bordors an’ coasts acainst invasion, although tho Con- 
stituticn of tho Unitod Statos expresoly statos this purposo. aAccording to such 
oubstanding wilitary authoritios as Goncrals Butlor, Hagood and Johnsos:, tho goo= 
@aphic position of tho Unitod Statcs rolioves Aroricn of tho problea of providing 
for national dofenso against invasion. In Evropo, thoro tho countrios aro con« 
tiguous and thoro a fasciot nation exists sido dy sido with a democratic ono, 
there may do justification for tho hugo rar appropriations to dofond sordors. - Horx 
we aro in no ouch position, and invasion of tho Unitod Statos is inconcolvatile. 
The Listoric policy of tho Unitot States has boon to maintain a small army and nav: 
Sinco tho passago of tho National Dofonce Act in 1920, this policy has been chang 
ing. Sut now tho direction which tho onormous araa ssvroprintions ato talking do~ 
codes alaccing to all tho chorish peaco. Iast seet’s oypropriations wero tho 
biggest poacotize oxpondituros in Acerica'’s hitory up to that tino. ‘his year's 
breals that rocor’s and the proposed Duacgot for noxt yeer is still highor, “he 
obvious monaco to pooco idplioé in thoso oxpendituros is hoightonod by tho iogical 
assizption that soonor or inter tho cen, tho gums, tho dbattloships, the airp)ancs 
ané tho chomical warfaro oquircont will do usog. Thus in our policy of Yaational 
Gofoneo® wo nro really creeting a war psychology. In tho none of "nations: Ro- 
fonso", industry is oncouregod to produce war mtoriale and plans are laid for tho 

ALato conscription of wccothing litw 4,000,000 nen (according to Cenoral Mc= 
Arthur's tostinony boforo the Nyo Invostignting Comitteo) to bo motilizod tho 
nozont that Congross doclaroo a "national omorgoncy". This conscription provision, 
for which Sonate Bill] 25 oxproasly provides in Soction 3, tay vory woll provo to 
be a Frenkonstoin. 

Yo furthor subait that in tho nario of "national dofonse” this Bill inplics a 
draft of labor in case of rar or national exorgency an’ thus endangers our Ann0c~ 
racy. It should bo noted that the machinery for a lodor Craft is alroady sot up 
vy tho Industrial Mobilization San. The Pin. provides for a goneral draft law 
undor naich ovory abdlo-bodied mie person in tho Unitod Statos over 18 xust be 
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to the cost of living only with creat Cifficultios; and, ‘as a ratter of fact, we 
can say that such adjustcont is nover realizod in practico. Tho Inéustrial Mobili-~ 
zation Plan providos for wage fixing; ani Mr. Baruth opecifically roccerwniod the 
fixing of nll vagos. ‘Tho Senato 3411 25 opons the way for the onforccront of this 
provision of tho Industrial Mobilization Plan. 

Tho araft of labor which in buplied in tho Bll ds not subjoct to tho sate type 
of ovasion as tho draft of capital. A Gosiaratioa of wat would autorutically give 
the Prosidont powor to 2raft cilliots of toa who cannot ovate the iesur of giving 
up thoir lives in the wey that big coman'os cas imore the 2etan’4 to Urit tacir 
profitu. Is this oqualizntios: of tio butlens of wart? Men are to give ur trait 
lives, labor its frootoc: ant Corphte ull good Antuntloas on tho part of th) fran 
ers of tho Bill dig dusincas W111 de oncourrged to run concerns to caratlty in ore 
der to donofit froa tho 95% tax plan. In our opinion, this is a one-Sidud reqcal- 
Azation™ of the burdons of war. Jurthersore, the Irdustrial Nobilazation F.nan pro 
vidos that the people who will bo directing the Labor Aduinistration soardé shall 
de dram froa tho ranks of "prorinent citizens" who, we say presimie, Will do out~ 
atanéing industrial leaders, as specified in tho 1933 version of the Plan. No pro- 
vision for labor reprosentation is oven hintod at in the Bill itsolf. 

According to Sonato Roport 944, Part 4, this soccs to suggest that, "in tice 
of rar, placozent and conciliation are to bo carriod on with less attention to the 
intorosts of labor than in pencetizeo. Undor tho Plan, tho rorkdr rould bo faced 
mith tho altornatives of work, fight or starve - if ho is not courtmmrtialed, Tho 
arny has acted as a strike-broakor in tho past." Urdor the military provisions 
and consorship croatoa by tho Plan an2 ontiroly unopposed by Senato Bill 25, off 
ictal strito-vreaking would bo carried on with legal sanction. "Equalization" 
undor the Plan woulé bo, thorofore, nothing oro than a naive illusion. 

Zio thired statod purpose of tho Bill is to "provido for the national dofense*®. 
The pooplo rho I az roprosonting horo today ast: for an adoquato dofinition of tho 
ters: ®antdional dcfonso." Tho words aro usod loosoly. Raroly do wo fini thea Ma- 
4tod to =can defonso of ow dordors an’ coasts against invasion, althovgh tho Con- 
stituticn of tho Unitod Statos oxpresoly states this purposo. According to such 
ousstancing tillitary authoritios as Gonorals Butlor, Hagood and Johnson, tho goo= 
Maphic position of tho Unitod States rolioves Acorica of the probdlea of providing 
for national defense against invasion. In Europe, thoro tho comtrios aro con- 
tiguous anc thoro a fascist nation oxiats side by sido with a democratic ono, 
thero ray do justification for tho hugo tar appropriations to dofond borders. Horx 
Fo aro in mo ouch position, and invasion of tho Unitod States is inconcolvadvle. 
Tso Listoric policy of tho Unitod States hag boon to maintain a small ary and nav: 
Sinco tho passago of tho National Dofonce Act in 1920, this policy has decn chang 
ing. Sut now tho diroction which tho onormous arns soeropriations sto taking de= 
cones alasming to 11 sho chorish peaco. Last svet’s oppropriations wero tho 
viggest poacotize oxpendituros in Acorica'ls hitory up %o that tino. this ycar!s 
vrcals that rocor4: and the proposed Surigot for noxt year is atill highor, ho 
obvious monaco to poaco iapltoe in thoso oxpendituros is helehtoned by tho sogical 
asov-ption that soonor or lator tho men, the emis, tho battloships, the airylanos 
ang tho chosical warfaro oquircont will do used. Thus in our policy of "national 
4ofonco” vo nro really creating a war psychology. In th: none of Ynationsi Ro~ 
fonso", iacustry is onsourcgod to produce war matoriales and plans aro laid for tho 
irzofiato conscription of wocothing lito 4,000,000 nen (according to Gcnaral Nc~ 
Arthur's tostinony doforo the Nyo Invostignting Committeo) to bo mobilizod the 
momont that Congross doclaroo a "national ozergoncy®. This conscription provision. 
for which Sonate B1ll 25 oxprossly providos in Sootion 3, ray very woll provo to 
do a Trenkonstoin, | ; ; ; 

Wo furthor subcit that in tho nat of "national dofonee™ this Bill inplies a 
draft of labor in case of war or national cxorgoncy an’ thus ondangere our 4en00- 
racy. It should bo notod that tho machinery for a lover craft is alroady sot up 
by tho Intustrial Mobilization Sian. Tho Pla. provides for a goneral draft law 
wider waich ovory ablo~bodied male person in tho Unitod States over 18 must de 
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registered with the draft authorities. All able-bodied citizens between the 
ages of 16 and 45 are made members of the "unorganized militia", and as such 
aro liable to military sorvico. The Hill-Shoppard Bill states that "in the 
event of war, of of a national emergoncy...the President..eis authorized to 5 
draft into the military service of the United States euch menbers of the unor 
ganized militia botween tho agos of twenty-one and thirty-one as.he may deem 
necessary", The implication of a labor draft is containod in tho tem "mor 
ganized militia" which, as wo havo seen, includes all able-vodied men detreen 
cortain agos. Tho Nyo Comittoo reported on this draft provision of the Indus= 
trial Mobilization Plan, saying that "for all practical purposes this country 
will havo a draft of labor...and, furthoruoro, tho Govormment authorities could 
break any strike sizply by cancolling tho doformonts of the strike loadors and 
us many mon as nocessary by drafting thom into the amy."™ ; 

Sheroforo, vy insorting tho torm “wmorganizod militia® into the Bill, the 
conscription of all labor in tho ovont of a national omorgoncy is made possible 
The Hill-Shoppard Bill sakes no provision against the conscription of labor; 
and tho obvious conclusion, thoroforo, is that 4¢ my bo intorpreted to pornit 
tho Prosidont to conscript labor. ho following prophocy and warning in the 
Ercfoce to the Nyo Comaittco Repert cannot do imorecd: "In view of tho, — 
eronth of dictotorsuips in the sorl’ using labor unior military control, it 
4a of tho utsost inportanco that tho scople roigh the grave tangcrs to 
our democracy involved in the draft of nanepowor and labor." Wo would . 
not cast asporsions cn dscrican labor by assiming that it would havo to bdo 
conscripted in tho ovent of on invasion of our bordors. Aside fron ispug- 
ning tho patriotiss of labor, tho conscription clauso of tho Bill loavos tho 
way opon for a fascist nilitary dictatorship in Accrica. | 

_ Senate Bill 25 incorporates many fcaturos of the Industrial Mobilization 
Plan taich sould bo sut into operation by tho passage of the Blll. Perticulerl; - 
4% incluios the provisions giving the Prcoidont control over industry, tho. 
poter to fin oricce, to ostablish prioritios of manufacturo and distribution, 
to purchass and coll any products, to liconco production, salo, and distrib= 
ution, to rogulate spoculation and profitooring and to suspond lows. It | 
G@lso incorporates the scction numbered $1721, which is a wivorsn) draft d11) 
providing that all persons rogistored chall romain subject to induction into 
the public armed forces of the United States, doferring lindility to logis= 
lativo, judicial and cortain othor ylublic officos. Tho Plen also provides. 
for tho ccaploto organization of a nilitary dictatorship wndor special — 
comalssions directly rosponsiblo to tho President. Tho ercation of theso 
special cazfosions assuros, eccording to tho Rovised Plon of 1936 "a smooth 
norldng orgenization copocielly desigacd for tho wuswal end cnorgency tas 
that will devolop...mnd the cxisting Cabinet Dopartaonts aro not adnaptablo 
to the performance of those duties". Thus tho plan is laid for a full — 
ficdgod controlling apparatus thet will, of course, havo the pover to sup= 
press the proce end radio and all othor oxprossions of dioscnting opinions. 

Tho exorcise of ouch porors is fully provided for wmdor Section 5 of Scaato 
Bill 25, ond in thie soction tho oalaaion of any cxomntion of firas prod= 
ucing neowopepors, books and periodicals ary bo assiied to conn that tho press 
can bo cosplotoly consorod. ; 

In tho ovont of tar, tho Prooidont hae and my oxerciso tho potors of a 
dictator although tho Conetitution of tho United States in no pleco spocif- 
Aeally confers such povors upon his, Noroovoer, theso srooping povcrs granted 
tho Prosidont aro not linited to a rar oltuntion alono. Undor tho rrovision 
of tho Bill conch poor may bo invokod by tho Prosidont upon a doclaration by 
Congress of a stato of "national osorgoncy". Only in Soctions 1 and 9 of 
tho Bill do te find tho tera "national cnorgoncy® linited "duo to tho | 
advent of rar". Without spooifionally end cloarly defining tho cenning of 
"“untional csorgoncy® in the othor scotions of the Bill, it is icgitianto 
to infor thnt social siovetonts within tho country (such as etrikos) my bo 
doclarcd by Congroos ns conotituting o national cnorgoncy. Undor such 
circimstancos tho povors eivon to tho Procidont under Sonato Bill 25 ray de 
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used against labor ant ogninet the desocratic rights coarantecd Sy cur 
Constitution. Wo therefore dorens a spocific 2ofinition of chat constitutes 
a “national ocergency™. ; 

ane fourth stated purpose cf tho Bll) 2s "to procote ponco™. Not by tho 
farthest strotch of the imagination can this dill bo considered ae n Donsuro 
tenting to promote ponce by preventing car. Om tho contrary umder covr of 
promoting poace, the 3212 really attexzpts to provide for tho efficicat carry~ 
ing cn of war, Csr position is that bocnuse ef the fact that tho promotion 
of peace in thig 312] is concerned’ Fith a so-called control of war profits 
rather than tith the provention cf war, it cannot and docs not promote ite 
expressocl parpise. 

All of us are acsro of the fact that the world tics of Acerica rill drat 
ws into any general war situation that dovolops. dAserican goods aro sont 
&ll over the world—Accricaa ships sail cvery sca—Anerica doponds on tho 
world oarket for raw caterfals. Azerican capital is invested in nearly cvory 
foreign comtry. Sheso things are virtuclly indispensible to our economic 
life, ent asido frou any policy that te cay parstc at a eivon coment, armed 
conflict in any part of the orld really involves Acerica. ‘Therefore it is 
izpossidie to maintaia noutrality in tho event cf wr thet throatens our 
ecencilc intcrosts; end tar trace is not primrily a quostion of armenents, 
since highly iniustrialize’ agegtossor nations cen tura secondary tar supplics 
into timitions. No proposal liko tho Eill Sheppard Bi) vill eorvo to keop 
us out of war, dbeceuse tho causos for cur entry into a ter lio in the nature 
cf our prosont economy’ which ncois foreign invostcents an* foreign merkets 
in crftcr to preserve itscll. 

Wo deiicvo that to can hepe to prevent war only dy international coopore 
ation tetneon cur poaco-loving poople ani those nations thrt aro cn tho site 
of peaco. Tho last fcw years have <ononstreto2 beyont any Zoudt tht sovoral 
=ajor corntrios, incluiing tho Sovict Union en” France, ero deniing their 
efforts tcrard the preservation of peaco in the fnco of continued regressions 
on the part of fascist ant somi-frscist coumtries such as Italy, Germany ant 
Japan. Tho United Strtes, in cooperetion vith the peeco forecs of the world, 
cout” effectively stop war in eny pert of tho world without rosorting to 
arsel conflict. It is threugh on positivo peaco policy of this sort that to 
can proserve poaco and 2enceracy. Shrough instruments such no tho Kollog 
Briant Pact, in which tho nations rejecte’ tar as a national policy ant 
Ficigc’ the=selivos to peaco, an’ through the Sashingten Troaty ant tho Treaty 
of Buonos Aircs vo can oxcrciso cclicctive pover that ill oxproes the ocnti= 
rent of tho fooplo an’ prevent tar. Presidont Rcosovolt at Bucnos Airos enid 
tnuat tho peace of the world coult do crintained only through tho offorts of 
tho pooples cf the rorlt; ani vo subait that in this ny ent through eudsoquent 
agrcorents that ney do cntorod into ani not through legislation liko tho prep= 
ose’ Bill, can penco do pracoto’. . 

Tao proposo’ Bill woul’, in =*Aition, als in the scrapping of social 
legislation, inascmch ns tho Industrial Uodilization Plan states that "sany | 
of ttcso rogulations an’ rostrictions (rocorting hours of tork: nat contitions 
of cuploycont) aro oxpotiont rathor than neccesary to tho toll-doing of ; 
oithor tho Netion or tho workers." ‘Thoroforo it follore that the Bill is the 
oponing to2ge for an ontiro plan that reult in reality provito a concontration 
ca=p for labor an’ wipo out with cno blow tho social lccislation for which vo 
have fought for ad leng. ° . ; 

Tao prosont 31)1 “cos not in any vay provide for oqual servico to all 
ani spocial privilege to nono. Wor is tho proposal of a 100% tax on var 
profits in tho Noy, Clark, Bono, Vantonbdorg, Popo Bill 81331 in any maya 
eclution cf tho problea. Such taxos will bo ovatold ae they toro defcro, ant 
no dézinistration will 4aro colloct high war tino taxoo 4uring tho post urr 
Acprossion if that noans forcing half tho nation inte bankruptcy. 

Wo subait that the Sonato Bill 25 an’ tho Intustrial Mobilization Plan 
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\ nis early schooling was in the public schools, although he was 
j raised asa Catholic. His early religious training has had no 
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Harry Bridges spent his boyhood in Melbourne, Australiar. 


effect at all upon him, and his views on the world and activities, 
both as labor leader and as a participant in public affairs, have 
been predicated on an appreciation of economics which is Karxian 
in nature. Bridges knows very little about economic theory, and 
haa read relatively few books on economic or political subjects. 
However, he seems to have arrived quite consistently at proper 

and socially correct decisions, more on an emotional base than 
Otherwise. Of course, he has listened to the counsel of those who 
have studied and is ready to follow advice which is sound and which 
he believes will benefit the workers. 


There was a rebel streak in Bridges’ family in Australia. 
Various members of his family have taken part in the labor movement 
and in the political life of Australia on the side of the great masses. 
It was probably this streak in Bridges’ nature that caused him to 
finally, in 19353, and since, assume the role which he has in the ; 
Maritime labor movetent. As a boy Bridges worked in a retail station- 
,ery store in Melbourne, but he always possessed a destre—to_go to sea. 
\His first voyage was at the age*of sixteen. Although he told the ship- 
‘ping officials that he was soventeen in order to obtain his clearance 
papers. Hoe apparently was of an older appearance than his actual age, 
and certainly his intelligence was greater than that of a boy of sixe 
teen, if this is to be judged in the light of hia later activities and 
development. He made several voyages from his home port of Melbourne 
Janda finally at about the age of seventeen made his first voyage to the 
United States where he had aways wanted to go. There followed several 
years as a seaman on American Vessels from various ports in the United 
States. Bridges entered the United States legally and his presence in 
the United States has been legally unassailable ever since. Had there 
been any basis at all upon which to deport Bridges he would have been 
return to Australia months ago. Bridges has made three eppascavscns 
for his papers to obtain citizenship. The first two he allowed to | 
lapse, but the third is now pending and he should have his final papers 
as soon as the tine has ospsed, which would be in about another year. 


i Bridges finally left the sea to become a longshoreman in 1922 or 

1923, and he has worked on the docks in San Franciseo every since. 

During the years from 1923 to 1933 Dridges worked on the docks along 
with those hundreds of other men who were exploited by the eaployers 
during those years when there pas“no organization of the men's own 
choosing and direction. These; were the days of the Blue Book Union | 
and Bridges, like hundreds of thers paid tribute to the Blue Book in 
order to have work on the dock’. ¥ ngshoreman, yery able 
at-hie-work.._In_ fact, he mag 9, menber_of-Tom-Flants "Star genet “which 
was the most efficient gang of; liongshoremen working on any of  thé———~ 
American Hawaiian ships. aerehceetee during these years of secing 
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his fellow workers \exploited &@ growing feeling possessed Bridges that 
an organization of the men into a strong union of their own was the 
only solution of their common problems. 


Bridges was extremely popular among his fellow workers. His 


f peculiar Australian accent men found both amusing and engaging, and 


r 


nicknamed Bridges "Limo*®. Bridges liked his fellow workers, enjoyed 
a good time, going to parties and drinking on occasions. He is a 
frail person and it may well be that the drinking which he did during 
this period of time contributed to his poor health at the present time. 
Of course, for the last three years Bridges has beon working night and 
Gay with scarcely any rest, and the fatique which this has caused hia, 
piled upon the fact that he possibly did not take good care of himself 
in previous years, has contributed to his present ill health. He is a 
erson of tremendous energy, a sort of nervous energy which constantly 
-Japels him on to more and more work. At the present tise he has just 
come out of the hospital after a five weeks’ rest for stomach troubles 
and he is now on a careful diet and under instructions from his doctor 
to do no more than four or five hours of work a day. Whether he will 
Koep these rules is a question, because he will want to imaediately 
plunge back into the work of the Unions. With zeotings almost evory 
nightof the week it is easy to see that Bridges will constantly be on 
the go and therefore his health may break down; but he as under con- 
stant pressure from his friends and close advisers to safeguard his 


health because his support is so vitally necessary to the maritime 
labor movement. 


Bridges was married about 1925. His wife was married before 
and has a son by that marriage. Bridges has a daughter, Betty, adout 
nines or ten years of age. Concerning Bridges’ home or domestic life, 
there is very little to say. His wife is not a particularly close 
companion nor of any assistance in his work. Bridges is home very 
little of the time, as he works from seventeen to elghteen hours a 
day in his various union tasks. He is 6@ course, Fresident of the 
California State Federation of Labor, member of the Executive Committee 
of the San Francisco Labor Council, President of District Council No. 
2 of the Maritime Federation of the Pacific and District President of 
the Pacific Coast I.L.A. These positions have all come to him within 
the course of the ‘last year and a half and he has assumed the position 
of one of the outstanding labor figures of the West. Naturally these 
various positions demand mich time and work and as a result Bridges 
is constantly at work. He has very little diversion, takes no exer- 
cize. He smokes quite a good deal, although he doesn't drink any more 
under instructions from his doctor. 


During the period from 1923 to 1933 the Blue Book ruled the docks 
in San Francisco. This was a notorious company controlled union which 
was a vicious racket. The men on the docks had to tribute to the 
Blue Book in order to get jobs. The workers were ebpedially ripe for 
a union of their own in the Fall of 1935. WN. Re. Ae gave the impetus 
to the organization of the I.L.A. at this time. The first groups that 

& to organize the local I.L.A. was headed by Lee Holman, and the 
irat meeting was held in the office of Clyde Deal, President of the 


Local Ferry Boatrzen’s Union. Deal is, of course, an extreme reaction= 
ary, and would probably be classed as a “labor faker. 


Another group which was a contending faction for power under the 
newly formed organization was that headed by Fred West and Albin Kulle 
berg. Wost is a drother-in-law of Walter Cowan, head of the Local 
Xiseellaneous Workers Union. West and Kullberg_are of Proletarian 
party ayYiliation or inclination. Kullbderg is still in the I.B.A. 
and is working on the cocks, and is delegate to the Labor Council. 

He is not a Bridges man by any manner of means, but ia not the vicious 
type of adversary usually found in the Lundberg camp. In fact, he is 
quite a good fellow. I find Kullbderg quite an active and iatelligent 
supporter of the Mooney case, inasofar as the A.F.ofL. Unions are partice 
ipating in it. West, on the othor hand, I would classify as a *phoney®*. 


Sey PNP AG 


At this juncture I might explain the difference between the faker 
and the phoney, as I understand it. Deal is a faker. This is the kind 
of so-called "labor leader" who is in the labor movement for what he 
personally can cet out of it. He is interested in how much money he 
can make, he is pie-card conscious, he is also reactionary, pdlitically 

‘undeveloped and ready to go along with the zcost reactionary forces in 
the community and in the precs inorder to protect his own personal 
position. Nor would a faker hesitate to sell out the workers in order 
to achieve his own ends. That has déen Deal's history, and it is the 
history of all fakers like Bill Green, Mathew Wall Frey in the National 
labor movement and people like Bill Lewis and Pedro Peterson in the 
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On the other hand a phoney poses as one of the rank and file. 

He talks the language of militant trade unionism and pretends that he 
will go dow the line fighting to the last. He dresses like an 
ordinary worker in the sort of clothes that the men wear on the docks, 
whereas the faker generally affects the front of a business man. 
A phoney is one who cannot accept the program as adaid out by a majore- 
ity of the workers, but must either dictate the policy personally or 
he cannot make himself participate. The phoney is not #0 mich intere 
eatod in the money he can make out of his job as he is in seeking 
eat expression and having power. I would classify Lundberg of 

he Sailors, Ferguson of the Marine Fireman and Burke of the Marine 
Cooks and S&ewards in the phoney group. There has always been a lot 
of debate as to whether people like West and Lundberg are sincere or 
not. At one tine it was claimed that they were sincere, but that 
their hatred for the Bridges group caused theg to take the stand they 
aid. It may be that they are sincere in their understanding of trade 
unionism. However there has been a growing feeling that they will play 
along with the fakers and even the esployers in order to vext their 
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~ personal spleen against the Bridges group. _ 

: a ‘ “ 
a: To return to the subject that I left a short while ago. There ' 
he were therefore, these two groups seeking for leadership in the I.L.A. ; 
ts The Deal reactionary faker group and the West-Kullberg individualists 

3 I.W.W. phoney group. The third groupe contending for leadership and 
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Pas | and which actually did win it, was the Bridges faction. In this 
"ip group were Bridges, of course, Henry Schmidt, John Schomaker and 
others. The leadership in this group is very small mumerically t 
speaking. Bridges is, of course, the dpgnamic, motivating force. 
The I.LeA. was formed as a result of the impetus given by the N.R.A; 
and comienced negotiations with the waterfront employers to improve 
the conditions of the workers. Nothing much was done, however, and : 
finally the strike was set for March 1934 unless the workers terns 
wore mot. Holman and his group did nothing to win the workers de- 
mands. Bridges and his group, which were the left wing impetus to 
\, the I.L.A. movement, demanded action. They got out a paper known as 
the “Waterfront Worker". Through the medium of this mimeographed, 
Clumsily put-together little paper, such trade union slogans as 
"rang and file control" “trade union democracy" and other ideas 
representing the desire for control of the unions by the workers 
themselves and really getting improved working conditions for the 
nen, were made public. This little paper had a pronounced effect q 
on the maritime workers and was the forerunner of the present "Voice 
i of the Federation*. Although the first strike was set for March 
usd 1934 President Roosevelt intervened and efforts were made to settle 
a the demands of the men. During this time George Creel acted as the ; 
intermediary for President Roosevelt, but Creel's efforts proved ' 
i unavailing, probably because he was not willing to force the issue | 


in behalf of the workers. Following Creel's removal there followed 
weeks of futile negotiations on the part of Dean Henry Grady of the 
University of California. After several delays the strike was called 
for May 9th, 1934, and imcediately some 1200 longshoremen walked off 
the job from San Diego to Bellingham, *ashington. Prior to this time 

« Mowever, Lee J. Holman had been deposed as head of the IeLeA. and 
expelled from the union for disrupting tactics. Holman immediately \ 
set about to create a rival organization, and acted, during the 
remainder of the atrike, as strike breaker. Holman has been extremely 
bitter toward the Bridges group, and during the strike just concluded, 
was the chief tool in the hands of the reactionary eaployers to break 
the I.LeA. by means of a rival organization, this time in the form of 
the so-called Marine Service and Transportation Workers Union. Holman 
was aligned in this last strike with one, John LeBerthon, publisher 
of the “News-Letter “ Wasp", a dlackmailing local sheet. The back 
editorial page of this paper was devoted to scurrilous attacks on 

. Bridges, Melnikow and others in this group. It was with this Red- 
baiting, alien baiting groupe that Holman made his last alliance. 


_ Returning to the strike of 1934, Bridges was elected Charman 
lor the strike committee. He was put into this job by vote of the 
Jerd’y menbership, but he was sponsored by the left wing groups 

in the waterfront movement. Henry Schmidt was chairman of the 

publicity comaittee during the strike and John Schomeker took ever 

a@ very active part in both the picketing and publicity work. Bridges 

- set. about making his committee the most ge feb trai comsittee of the - 
strike. In this he was successful. The strike committee became the 

ruling point for the masses of the workers and Bridges decane their 

spokemen end leader. Bridges courage and whole-souled fight in 
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2265 Burdett Avenue 
troy, New York 


Key 27, 1935 


Dear Bruce, 


I heve just written Horsan that I think your story is absolutely 
right. It is exactly what I had envisioned. Ite absoluted freedon 
from sensationalisa will make an enormous impression on the acadenio 
mind. And the irony is not going to be miseod, cepeoially in Troy. 
It de going to send Beker to bed for a woek. be 

L 


X have a request to meke, and one that you won't male. Sowetine 
ago I promieed the section organizer that I would got up a meeting 
next time I went to NYC. The section is very poor, and there is no 
chance of reising much money around here. {I have therefore promised 
to speak Juno 17 end have got John Howard Laweon to speak. I went you 
to join us. If you will consider the layout, you'll see the wision 
of my choice. In view of ry roloaso, free speech is the obvious 
themo. Lawson cen talk on the situation in the South. I will 
speak on my own experiences end acaderio freedom. You will talk 
on California. 


After hearing you the other night, I have no hesitation in 
asking you. Koreover, ae we arreed, it's good and necessary prac= 
tice. You will speak fron twenty to thirty minutes, sp giving a 
vrief, clear digest of the coast situation. I know you can do it, 
and % hope you will. W112 you let mo know right away? 


Dorothy end I both enjoyed having you here. I hope it was 
the firet of many visits. Wo are definitely pleming for a visit 
from you and your wife as carly in the suamer as you want to cone. 


Sincerely, 


v Sabie 


2263 Burdett Avenue 
Troy, New York 


January 14, 1935 
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Dear Richard Bransten, 


This is just to tell you that your manuscript has arrived 
safely and that I will read it as soon as possible. (I have 
not even had a chance to take off the wrappings yot.) When I 
have read it, which probably will be within the next two or 
three weexs, I will write you about it. You then can let me 
lat whether you want me to send it to Berkeley or to New 
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Sincerely yours, 


Apna Wider | 
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Grafton, July 1 


Dear Bruce and Herry, 


Here is the ms. (The us. with one copy of thie letter to Bruce, the 
other copy of the letter to Harry.) I have tried to iniicate all obscure 
passages, bad idons, questionable words, faulty punctuation. ly labors 
will at least save the proof-reader sore pain. 


I don't suppose you're ruch interested at this point in general oriti- 
ciens, but I have one to make. The criticien that I offer on Chapter IIT 
(see attached note) applies to all the first six chapters. I think it is 
a mistake to throw in such heavy seotions of exposition. In the first 
place, you have tried to do too much; the book dosen't have to say everything. 
In the second place, what has to be said could be better sald within the 
fragework of biosraphical narrative. 


In Ch. I a cortain amount of explanation of AF of L history is necessary, 
but there could be less, and it could be far more interesting. Ch. IT 
fen't so bad. Che. IIT,VY, and VI, especially VI, are terrible. In Ch. IV, 
as in I, the exposition is justified, though it could be improved. Ch. VII, 
which has no exposition of that sort, is ewell, ani VIII is good. 


I really «ish you could do something about this, for it seens to me 
you're throwing away readers if you don't. 


A second criticien is that, except in Ch. VII, you just don't make the 
labor movement sound exciting, which, after all, it is. 


Sorry to have to make these criticismand to have to make them 80 _ 
hurriedly - I want to get the ms. off today and that meane a trip to Troy. 
You know that I think well of the book ae a whole, and raise these 
objections only because I want it to be as good as it possibly can be. 


Yours, 


oo UW. 


lIyMaN N.GLICKSTEIN Lenmevon e-7298 
COUNSELOK AT Law 


QQ EAST 40°F STRERY,NEW YORK 


May 5, 1936 


ur. Bruce Minton 
c/o New Kesser 
31 E. 27th Street 
New York City 


Deww Hw, Minton: 


The press of work on the pending 
injunction sutt in the seaman case und other 
matters hee prevented me fron writing you sooner. 


I had occanion again, however, Inct night 
2) rerer to your article in the "New Masses" ; 
@ weex or so ago on the S. S. California incident 
end the current strike on the Nev York rater 
front. 


; I want to tell you how perfectly 
swell {i think the article is. 


Sincerely yours 


—<$_—_—— 
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THE FAT YEARS AND THE LEAN 
A History of Post-War America. 
by 
Bruce Minton and John Stuart. 
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Foreword. 
The attem t in this book ars been to gp uge the -redcnin- nt 
ccononio znd ~olitic:2 trends af in the United Stater cinco the ond of 
the Firet World Wer. Tho cuthors atke no olsim of recoruing the 
inexhauntibre dctsile of tho seriod. The problem hue been to aitt « 


wr: 


colocsn) body of cvidence which in our eatin: tion vrovee tht o:oitalism, 


re it exerged -fter 1919, ws sorbbund. Tho politio:2 patterns of this 


ceolining cco..0o lo rystenm-in turn influencec the course of American 
economic life. Ani it le with the brosdest strokes th t ro hsvo 


wey 


wictured the xamtekamxx reonles! ntrusclee sgeinst monopoly and hunger, 


am for no fr er "nd more sbundrnt life -= of the c»x.satous end uncosccolous 


drive tow rd cool*lLior. 


The orAiseion, s0 areront in this book, ic the f Llure to 


dincucre tho cultur 1 2h oce of the posterrr yerss. In tint sonss, the 


story is -drittedly iIncom2lete. Rather than morely compiling a lint of 


pe ets 


events to indio to the grosth or deoline of the technology, tho litcratpro,£ 


“Sr 


rnd the -rt of the I’ nt two deosdes, we hve omitted theso suvjects 


4 er Oo + ke 


ulvort entiroly. We oro nevertheless aware of thoir role and thet thoir 


roots rink daop Into the notl of contenpor:ry economies. ond politics. 


For the tort generous guidenco, we are indebted to 
Alex Bittloman cit William Z. Fonter; to Dr. Samuol Sillon ond Ruth 


MoKenney, wo sro gratoful for many courtesies. Needless to any, thoy sre 


not reovsnoible for errors in fact or judgement, or £x for the voint of 


¥5: view ox rarscd. To also thunk the Zoonomico end Reforence Division of the 
fs : New York Publio Liprexy for their kind cooperation. To Mathilde Gruber, 


maxx wo aro greteful for her excellent seocreterial ansistence and her 


ay limitless tore of prtionce. 


Jonuary 20, 1940. Bruce Minton 
ad ’ John Sturrt — 
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San Francisco 
March 28, 1958 


Dear Richard=- 


Yours of March 2urd at hani, and I have intended to write you for a long 
time but things have been happening so fast I just haven't deen able to, J 
had intended to write first a National Maritime Union convention article, then 
an article on the longshorenmen situation, but both seemed to pass and I didn't 
do the article. On the fomwr, there was really nothing of importance. On the 
latter, the situation is still such that on article will probably de opportune 
about the time of the Bridges hearing, Reged intended doing the atory around 
the injunction issued by a Los Angeles} bidding tho San Pedro longshoremen _ 
going CIO, and appointing a receiver of the hiring hall. This never wont into 
effoct and seek yike Ereniy the judge roversed the order, You know that there 
have been hearidess{n 
request for cortification as coastwise bargaining agency for the longshoremen, 
ang to secure recognition that the contract belongs to the ILWU. These hearings 
have just caycluded. There havo also been some beefs affecting the warchousesen, 
and several lockouts, one of which is still gding on in the C and H Sugar 
mill at Crockett. There is an evidengbtconspiracy dDotwoen the operators and 
the AFL fakers to wreck the CIO and sell out the rank and file. Wou see it 
on every hand out here. ‘ell, I will do this article in connection with the 
Bridges hearing which is set for April 25 in San Francisco, : 


X will cove r the hearing for you if held here as seems to be the case 
now. XI don't know whore you got the information that it would be held in 
Seattle. The issws at stake are of course clear. Bridges is being used to 
fixht the rank and file lonzshoremen's and CIO movocents he represents. It is 
really an attack on the men, and they recognizm it as such and are ready to 
rally to Bridges support, Already they have done so, sending protests to the 
Copeland Comittee ani other governnental agencies and making it quite clear 
that they recognize tho attack on Bridges as an attck on them; If the shipow ners 
cen deport Bridges, they can wreck the ILWJ. That is their game. However, 
I don't think they'll get away with it. If they couldn't get Bridges four — 
years ago when he didn't tkmx have the support be has now, theyfnever get hin 
now. Furthermore he has a powerful union, the IL solid behind him. YX don't 
know of a union official who has the following, and the genuine support of 
his monbership that Herry does. The men know how he's fought for them, and 
they recognize his fight as their fight. A good attorney of national prestige 
will be obtained for Bridges anda real campaign put on in his defense, J will 
keep yourpoded, - 


Concerning Labor's Non Partisan League, there is much to write. I could 
give you reams of information on the California situation which is one of the 
most Laportant in the country. Tho League is progressing well here in spite of 
efforts by AFL reactionarys and international officers to block it. We had our 
first convention-on Deo 11 and 12. I enclose the minutes, Since then we have : 
been organizing all over the state. We have close to 175 affiliated organizations 
so far and should have 350 affiliates before we hold our state wide convention in 
June to select candidates and a platform for the coming elections. We have ; 
equal number of AFL and CIO affiliates deppite the attacks of the reactionaries. 
In reply to Green's statement that wo are a stoog for John L Lewis, our state 
secretary a fino follow, J. Vernon Burke, sent a letter explaining that we had 
& majority of AFL unions in this state in the League/ Creen had a fit. ‘The 
Hearst press printed Green's attck but not Burkes reply, altho the other papers 
printed Burkes reply. You can thus see the allianco between thedtory press 
and the AFL reactioraries. Our secretary Burke is also president of the Sen 


San Francisco, Pedro and Seattle on the Losyehovesante- /LUC2// | 
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Francisco Newspaper Web Pressmen and a real progressive. Imagine, in the printing 
trades? Three quarters of our state officials are AFL. You will see this from 
the enclosed booklet. We have AFL and CIO central labor bodies in the League, 
mostly in the country areas, In the San Francheco Central Labor Council we 
have support from Jack Shelley, council president, who is on our State Sx Com, 
altho the SF Labor Council is not gmt in the League. We are building a united 
labor front for the coming elections, and will concentrate in the Democratic 
Party where most of the progressive candidates and voters are now registered. 


The flyYin the ointment is the AFL Political League set up about two weeks 
ago by Vandeleur, Sec of State Fed of Labor and his gang. They met at Santa 
Barbara two weeks ago, cmidmed the INPL as a CIO organization a passed 
resolutions that they would not support any candidates supported by us, or as 
they put it, CIO candidates, They will hot meet with us, tho we have offered 
to meet with them, We continue to hold out the olive branch, but they are 
bent on going down to defeat with the AFL than to victory with the CIO as a 
delegate at their convention stated. It is a program of rule or ruin that 
they are embarked on, Thoy really ere playing the gane of the reactionary 
Rephhlicans and I would not be surprised but what it is a R pyblicen move. Some 
of their leaders are avowedly pro=Republican andcwould like nothing better than 
to split the labor mote and reeloct Merrian or Hatfield, who is declared on the 
Repud ticket vs “erriem. tact The Hx Comm of the AFL Political League is the 
same as the State Fod of Labor, Their meeting at Santa Barbar was a replica of 
the State Fed convention last fall at Long Beach. They even ran out several 
progressive delegates who spoke for unity and otherwise intinidated them. It 
was heartsickehing. There is no hope of unity with these reactionary leaders, 
All,we can hope for is that the rank on file of the AFL will be disgusted with 
the tactics of the phonies at Santa Barbara and refuse to have anything to do 
with than, We are still working for political unity, and will continue to 7 
seok it thru local comitttees of the-LNPL and the AFL. Do not make the nisteke 
however that the LNPL is a CIO organization in this state. It is a real 
combined effort by AFL and CIO in equal numbers, I om very active in the League, 
and have came) te over the Heke cchanicine. (x em asst muxmt state seo, and on 
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the Ex Conm,) We have county branches all over the datte, in the redwood area 
around Humbolt and Del Norte and Mendocino counties; in the mining and timber 
areas in Grass Valley amd Sonora; in Stockton; Contra Costa County; Sacramento; 
Alameda County; San Francisco and los Angeles of course; ani olsewhere, There 

is real enthusieaam f or the League. Tea workers and progressives of the State 
want political unity and to drive out the reactionaries. In the League sey fee 
an effective’ Atrticukate agency. The League has carried on fine campaigns, 

relief for strikers} against using highway patrol in strike dasputes, ie 

Grass Valley recentlyf for recognition of the Banning strikers locked out 

by the Metropolitan Water District, etc. We were at the Special Session of 

the Legislature, fighting for relief, against the ofl steal dy Standard 011 

of state owned ofl, for the freedom of Mooney, etc. We have really made ourselves 
felt. We have organized many assembly district clubs, and enlisted hundreds 
of indévidual members at $1 per year. We will enlist thousands is our expectation. 
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The story is a long one. I haven't told you anything about candidates and 
other progressive forces in the elections. If you want mo to write a political 
article on California alone let me know, and I'll try to get it out for you. 

In the meantime this will have to do. Let mo know what you want and I'll do 
my best to send it to you. Hope things are going well with the Now Masses, 
Good luck to you all, and dest personal regards, 


i 
i 
‘ 


ee ene eet ee 


<~| >: 
| imme; 
ih 
Z| tis § 
=, Mele 
ui} Say 
ee) 
< cr 
~| GG; 
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~ “essere Bransten & Stuart : 
Hetel Taris- Dinard Z 
29, Rae Cassette, 3 
PARIS, . 
Dear Sirs, : . Be os va 


T have received your questienaires altheugh they ; 


ae 


wie aa 
oe 


were not properly addresse’ to me as they ought to, be. In- 


mo 
2 


3} 
yt nant 


future,please adarvess this matter to my ew name as we 


7k 


arrange’ before your departure as this is nobody else's 


+ 
at 


business.- 


hr 
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T nave already called sovernl tines on the ‘Ted*ras 


sof 


: tion besides ‘phoning them every aay and they have told me 
Ri they must look up several textes before answering re which 
" takes up a good deal of time,which they very baaly need in 
ae the present cireumstances as they have to attend many end | 
pay very irportant matters.- = 

7 They have told me. .t could be sure to receive the 
€y answers in a couple of dey's time when I will reply to your 


gocdselves without any delay at all.- 


Pete a, 
Ot te 


Sheuld you have lost my home adérese I append aane 
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‘ MAURICE RUIZ ; 

i Plaza variand Benliioze 7 . 

E VALRYCTA ( Spain) : 

‘ a we ore fattntiiag/ : as 


THE NILES DAILY TIMES 
NILES, OHIO 


August 16, 1937. 


fo hon It May Concern: 


Tho bvesror of this lotter, Mr, Richard Bransten, has beon 


assigmed dy mo with salary and oxpenses paid to dospatch 
news ena Lc. ture articles from Spain to ny novwsp:.pers, the Nilos 
Daily Times e:.d Mahoning Vailoy papers, 

lr. Bransten, jointly sith Mr. Harry iineger, will sond 
imperticl reports regularly which we oxpect to syndicate in our 
ard other nevspeners, Any courtosy shown to hr. Branston will 


do apprecizted by 


COLUMBIA PICTURES CORPORATION 
7290 SEVENTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 


OFMCE OF THE 
EASTERN STORY EOHTOR 


Zo Whom It May Concem: 


Xr. Richani Branston, along with Kr. 


John Stuart, has deen assigned to gither scen- 
arto naterfial in the Spanish War aroas. 

Wo respoctfully request all agencies 
end individuals to extend whatever courtesies 
are necessary in pursuance of this work. 


Sincerely yours, 


Ee hy 


Zastern Story Dept. 
Asst. to Eastemm Stary Xditor 
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Py dale 3 11 information on 
. 3 wiaswo = a 3 family, which I 
“ "3 a - WN been difficult for 
tt iy 5 x & EO ng 111 and in the 
s § = ° ee aterial to you is 
i. S 3 a o ng been travelling 
ok 3 4 on the Mooney case 
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: re is more of this 
| California, which 
ft e transcript on 
| locates I will 
4 vo Yous 
i hon. dni ates can-rind-a~file*of=*pacific Weekly" for the 


past two years up to the time it. suspended publication, 

» and particularly in the copies of the last year, you will 
find a lot of articles dealing with the waterfront and 
with Bridges. A lot of these were written by Sam and my=- 
self and of course it would be physically impossible for 
me to re-dictate it as it would require a study of all of 
the files. If you think it worth while I believe I could 
buy you a complete bound file of the "Pacific Weekly” up 
to the time it suspended publication. I believe the cost 


to you would be abotit $10, and I think it would be worth ; 


sce mm ee en ee noe ane hein ne 


HERBERT RESNER 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
MILLS BULDING 
BAN FRANCISCO 


TELEePnone EXenoo0n 4221 


March 8, 1937. 


| Dear Richard: 7 Z 


Enclosed you will find three separate documents, 
one i186 a statezent which I -have written, containing 
personal information about Bridges, and the waterfront 
movenent. I will get some more personal information on 
Bridges’ carly life in Australia and his family, which I 
will send on to you very soon. It has been difficult for 
me to see Bridges on account of his being 111 and in the 
hospital, and that is the reason this material to you is 
delayed so long as it has; also I have been travelling 
all over California for the last month on the Mooney case 
and have not boen able to sit down and give this matter 
my proper attention. . 


Second, you will find enclosed document prepared 
by tho attornoys for the Department of Labor, concerning 
the quostion of Bridges! deportation. This document, of 
course, speaks for itself. 


Third, you will find enclosed some biographical 
material, which is the direct testimony given by Bridges 
before the Longshore Board in 1934. There is more of this 
Material available at the University of California, which 
has the only copy of the testimony of the transcript on 
these hearings, that I have been able to locates I will 

have this transcript copied and send it to you. 


_ If you can find a file of "Pacific Weekly" for the 

I past two years up to the time it suspended publication, 

and particularly in the copies of the last year, you will 
find a lot of articles dealing with the waterfront and 
with Bridges. A lot of these were written by Sam and my- 
self and of course it would be physically impossible for. 
me to re-dictate it as it would require a study of all of 
the files. If you think it worth while I believe YX could 
buy you a complete bound file of the "Pacific Weekly" up ‘ 
to the time it suspended publication. I believe the cost 
to you would be about $10, and I think it would be worth 


HERBERT RESNER 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
MILLS BUILDING 
BAN FRANCIOCO 
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your while to invest in these books. Let me know if you 
want me to investigate this possibility for you. 


I would also advise your obtaining a hile of the 
"Voice of the Federation" since it commenced publication; 
although a lot of these issues wore those edited by Barney 
Mayos I still believe you should see them because they have 
valuable information in thom and you should also see the 
activities on the front from the point of view of Mayes 
while he was editor. His oditorials and the news column 
of the "Voice".would give you a far botter insight into 
the watorfront situation from the Troftsky position than 
I could writo, with my limited time. 


I think you should also have a file of the Pacific 
Coast Longshoromeng, paper published by tho Pacific Coast 
I.LeA-, and the publication of which was recently suspended. 


You should also have a file of &ho "Waterfront Worker". 
Let me know what of thismaterial you have and what you have 
not, and I will try to find which of these papers are avail- 
able and how much tho cost would be to you to buy them. 


I also want to call your attention to an article 
which appeared last Fall in the magazine soction of the Now 
York Times by George West on Harry Bridges. This article 
is a fairly good artioclo and contains some information that 
you might like to havo. Let me know if you have located 
this article or not, because I have the article and will 
have it dopied for you if you do not have it. 


| 

| I havo tried to answer your questions as completely 

- as I can in viow of the fact that I am more or less on the 

run theso days. Howavor do not. hesitate to write me for 

| more information. I would Sere ee howover your making 

your quostions oxtromely spocifio, so that I can give 
spocific answors. 


Enclosed you will find a bill for stenographic help 
in getting out this job for youe, If you will send me the 
cheok I will soo that tho girl yho did the work gets it. 


This 15 about all for the present. Sam happens to be 
in Tacoma just now on an arbitration mattor. When he comes 


back I might be able to get him to sit down and work out some 
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more information for you. 


I believe with what I am sending you and the magazine 
and newspaper matorial I suggested you will have a good 
deal toward getting your story on Bridges written. 

With warmest regards and all good wishes, I am 
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EL DIRECTOR GENERAL DE SEGURIDAD 
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EI Director general de Seguridad - 


| 2 porlador _ del presente volante: a ee 

: RICHARD BIANS £21, CCN-2AsALORTZ. p3- ——4l_ portador_- del presente volante 

: SU_NADIONALIDID I8468984 22. asco ev ez ~—RICHARD_BRANSTEN = = = = = = = 
le re a | ~ Sooo ee oe we 2222 ee oe oe oe on oe on 
esla__ aulorizad_¢. pare marchar al exfranjero, 9 ___ n_one_ en t_o_ ee oe ee en ee ns 


por lo que encarezco a los Agentes de la Autori- esté__. autorizado__ para efectuar el oa Je de 


dad no le. pongan obstéculo elguno a su salida Dalencia a Madri d_y_regres is 


| del lerritorio nacional., cue efectuara on 
| ividn, de Yalonoia a Toulouse, ostan- 


do autorizado Para adguirir ol bille- 
| te ws ws los Agentes de la Autoridad, ; 


Valencia. lade ~—~-Oetudre__ 1937, 
EL, DIRECTOR GENERAL, Valencia. 2. de Octubre de 193 7. 
Bl Director general, 


por lo que no se le —_. pondrd obstdculo alguno por 


E| Director general de Seguridad 


——Sl1— portador. del presente volante 
oe  BPOANSi en = 
2 

a 2a 
estd —— autorizado —. para efectuar el viaje de 
Valencia a —Albdacote,Murcia,Alicanto 
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por lo que no se le. pondrd obstdculo alguno “por 


los Agentes de la Rutoridad. 


Valencia __. de 24-80 t—{937— de 193__ 


irector gencral, 
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Validitl, — 2 mols pour ks 


Le t de départ de La validité est constaté 
le Skene da boreaan d'émission du taker, 

Les Dillets ne peavent étre utilisés A Maller avant 
le 15 avril: aa retour eprés le 15 novembre 1937. 

Begages. — Le voyagear béntfckera de la fran 
chise babituclie de besioes: 

OBSERVATION IMPORTANTE 
Le premier woyace au dipert de Paris me peut eve 
ra pare te 6* Jour qul wut le date deatnte en 
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sagie fares for Me Journey to Paris By whichever revie be washes te Vavet 
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Janvary 20, 1954. 


Dear Mr. Taft, 


Thank you very much for your card of ‘ 
the 1lth{ When the C.S. trials started on * 
gednesday, we were Very disappointed to find that tek 
yr. Wirin was not in court, and later to learn tw aah. 
that he would not de present at the trials. 5! fe 


& Of course, no matter what work Mre oy 
Wirin has in the South, the importance of the .. 
cases now on trial seons to eclirset whe, 
np, The Civil Liberties fails to under- Baile 
stara the significance of the cases 07 not al 
having a lawyer present to assist Mre Gellagnor. Cg 
qThose of us who fear the precedent that convictions |... ~, 
will set ané who have relied, up to now, on the ¥ 
Civil Liberties to fight for elexentary rights, tay 
and to take the lead in the fight against Fascism [ .~ 
than disappointed by the unwilling- . 
than make 
excuses and point to other jobs. The failure 
to be represented in the trial 
shows that the California Comittee 4s not 
an active participant in the daily scene. Mre 
Hedley, the new director, 4s & man of courage, 
integrity anc drive. His efforts to forsfé an 
active committee in S.Fe have deen frustrated 
by the fallure of the Southern BrancR to 


cooperate or to lend a helping nande And to 
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SERKELEY, CALIWORMIA 


ve forved, as we are, to accuse th 
of sectionslism is fat @ ACoLTe. 
our illusions. quite a blow to many of 


, + a a JT have talked to en Cy) 
Ph aiepcaeaepe de of other Serius vo ae 
- se the A.C.L.U. would have been welcomed in 
se casese The only hesitancy has come foom 
co A.C.L.U. Gallagher asked Wirin to enter 
e cases long before they stabted. 


Therefore, I protest for Mrs. 5 
rails bebe and for a number of out tases 
that the 4.0.1.0. has not only fallen down 
2 the job, but has shown a remarkable 
seer aie ka not to cooperate. We will 
oudtedly be called upon in the future for 
Oe ron tree AcCeLeVe I cannot understand 
n the A.C.L.U. serves if they-are 
a willing to fight one of the Lar! important 
pe cases in the history of the American 
sash nh agar It is as if the A.C.L.U. 
z sed to have anything to do with the Sacco- 
anzetti cases decause there was an injunctio 
to be fought someplace else. - 


There are many of us who 
forgive the indifference ant of Ons ee U 
Red" Hines managed to get up -- and he is one 


of your, Od 
OF BOUT ART SSE SKE hn Phy hasn't th cnn 
st The little notes you 
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Importance Of ra 
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Grive for funds for this case 
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Paper to save your face are 
etio. Ys it not possible to 
Ss8ue in which you stress tho 
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Deosmber 9, 1957 


Bruce Kinton 

Now Masses 

31 E. 27th Ste 
Now York, New York 


Dear Comrade Mintons 


This will acknowledge your letter of December 4th. Bofore I fo 
any further pernit me to oxtend my heartiost congratulations to 
yourself and Ruth on your warriagee We think a lot of Ruth here and 
we think a lot of your book, though none of us have had the good 
fortune to meet you personally except Evelyne But everyone feels very 
hapry about the news. 


I found your book a very handy reference on factual and historical 
material and also very handy for finding intorpretation of certain 
events in the labor situation. It might interest you to kmow that I 
have used your book in making an outline on tle question of unity 
between the CIO and AeF.of Le and that one of the staff teachors for 
the rubber International has mace use of the book in the same way. 

I trist thet this utilization of your book will becone widespread, 
particularly thr -ughout the CIO unions. 


how with regard to your request, I think that such a thing can be 
very readily arranged. Ye have sumo members at large who would be well | 
qualified and in a position to handle such work and x am going to request 
one of them to d> so as soon as I can possibly get around to it. 


Wo are having @ state convention beginning Decender 10th and ending 
the 12th, but after that I will be able to take care of your request. 


No are all very puch disaprointed here that Ruth has stopped 
writing and this sees to de the shady side of married life. However, 


please give hor the best of regards fron all of us here and perhans 
this may enco-rage her to drop us a line. 


Fratornally 


Janes Koeller 


ee Coe tated pita A - 


REYNOLDS NEWS 
Preprivears: Co-cperenia Prem tet 
PIONFER HOUSE, WICKLOW STREET 
GRAYS INN ROAD, LONDON, W.Ci 


TERMINUS 64384 


FDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 


rs 7 


Ne iat 


3 re 


Mr. Bruce Minton, 
C/o "New Massos", 
Sl, East 27th Stroot, 


New York City. 


Doar Bruce Hinton, 


I moant to write to you before 
to thank you for the admirable review 
you were good enough to give my "Poste 
War History" in the "New Kassos". YI 
neod hardly say I have long followed 
your own work with groat intorest and 
always found it invaluable as an analysis 
of the facts and significant trond in 
tho American Labour Novemont. 
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I am afraid other roviews of 
my vook, which are only coning in very 
slowly, are not 80 good even though they 
all soom vory polite = you probably 
saw the extromely illiterate effort by 
oneg Hutchison, in the "Nation". Bg 
renenvor him many yoars ago in London 
a a hangereon of Labour Party leaders 
OYOe 
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Do you know whether the British 
Labour Movenent is the sort of subject 
on which thero is enough interest in 
the States to offor any hope of arranging 
@& lecture tour ? Ifyou have any ideas 
about this I should be most grateful to 
hoar of thom. 


in}. foe . With renewed thanks, 


Yours sincerely, | | -) 


ws 


SES 


SSM hae ie 


fe 


¥ 
Suet 


re 


Books Publish 


“tre Savaen Hire Baca. by Judes Duraaty. Ododera Age, 25¢.) A | 
Lipa. (Yale University Press, coticetion of short stories. 
$5.) What savage peopice think | Masts ox Wareeis, by Lou Witson | 
of eivitization. 1 en@ Olive Hoover. (Modern 
Tue Maxixe er a Santer, by | Age. 25¢.) 
Raymond L. Ditnars. (Mace | Ine Unires Staves: A Gunn 
lan, $2.75.) Partly autodiograpd- | Hisrtear, by Louls C. Haeker, 
Rac ae ba eter 
: Tue Barris vo, j= Tayler. ta Age, 75. 
Decale, “a jamie B. Alea. | lvctrated with seventy-six pieto- 
(Tatermational, $2.) A leftist | rial cbarte 
view of the post-Civil War 
pertod. 
Inszvee Our: AN INrmencren te 
| Avcronournuy, by EL Stuart 
} Bates. (Sheridaa House, $5.) A 
atady of autodiograpalice. 
} AN Iiiverearee Hanseoox ov Ant 
| Jterear, by Frank J. Roos Jr. 
| OMacaifan, $3.50.) More than 
2,000 Rivetrations. 
‘Tue Case ov we Seven ov Cavaty, 
by Anthony Boucher. (Simeon & 
Behueter. $2) A Baystery. 
Paces Foo aw Oxvees Duar, by |. 
Paul Elmer More. (Priscetea |) 
University Press, $1.50.) A ocho Fa 4 
ars confecsion of faith. tf 
Geom Meaning Say, by Marya 
Zatureaska. (Macwailies, $1.50.) 5 
Peome. ‘ 
Tue Cenwerry ov Me. Tacavooia, f <2 
by Valentine Willams. (llough- 
tom Miffiia, $2.3 A myotery. 
Paper-Beund Beoks 
KaLysnsoen Yarra ene News, by 
H. V. Kekeatora. : 
Age, 3S¢.) : 
Roo Fearuse. by Marjorie Fliecher. [7 ‘ 
(Modera Age, 252.) For ehik (ERE 
drea. ; 
Munesa Sromces Trase, by David | 
MacQuit. (hederm Age, 25¢.) 


‘em Wee Lass Lasoa, by Bruce 
Minton aad Joba Stuart. (Mod- 


Srv Racxsr, by rea: ! 
f Huderman. (Moderm Age, 35¢.) 
Yoo Sransem Taanemss, edited 
by Marcel Acier. (Modern Age, 
350.) A volume, of letters give | 
Ing eyewitness accounts of re- 
ont Dappentage ta Speia. ; 
Ain’a Fam, by Richard Wormeor. 
OMetorn Age, 256.) 
Owe Has, by Xmectt Gewea. 
Odetern Age, Se.) 
Basse Wrrnov? Taias, by Wale 


tls 8 OW ee 
a 4 


PRESS CLIPPI 


1987 


"| MEN WHO LBAD 
LABOR. 
By Bruce Minton and John 
Swart... . 270 phen a «New 
York: Modern ise Books 
ana dd cents; cloth bound, 
| 8S cents. 


“WA reviewed by 
WINIFRED RAUSHENBUSIL 


DY, Geom Who Lead Labor,” writ- 
ten by two young men con- 
nected with the editorial staff of 
. “The New Masses.” is preswmabdly 
written for workers. Its value to the 
y makidieclass reader is that it does a 
i candid camera of John L. Lewis 
. against a trade union back-drop, in- 
; stead of a national back-drop. It 
H comyeres hin not with the possidie 
H Preskiential candidates of 1940, but 
with the trade union oficials who 
are Dis peers. 
. ‘The authors consider Mr. Lewis a 
so midway type of labor leader. They 
state, what every one knows, that 
i frown labor's point of view Nr. 
‘ Lewis's record price to 19836 was not 
{ quite pretty. But they also note that 
¥ 
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Op te et at lt pte eng areng t ‘< 


wh mee werent 


he has never been a Dowentity or 
“snuggie-pup” bke Wildana Oreen, a 
teactionary hke Hutcheson of the 

carpenters, Dot @ sencothie and ¢a< 

ae Teerist hke Edward ¥F. McOrady, As- 
i sistant Secretary of Labor. On the 
other hand, Mr. Lewis, the Ameri- 

can Saul of Tarsus, who was dazzied 
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oday’s Labor Hierarchy | 


Propaganda that bas a label Is san- 
itary; it is no longer propaganda but 
&@ point of view taken from a defi 
nite stance, and therefore immedi« 
ately comprenensidie. It Is propa- 
ganda thet is pot labeled that 
arouses distaste, 

Curiously, this lack of honesty in 
the book makes for bed organization. 
Perhaps party policy does not allow 
the authors t lay their cards on 
the table. The book would have been 
much more comprehensidle and 
mauch better organized if the au- 
thors had written a preface In which 
they sald something like this: “We 
are Communists. Of course, wt are 
interested In industrial unionism 
and the C. 1.0. Also in a number 
of other things—a labor party, for 
instance. So we're telting you how 


If the authors hed done this 
everything would have been abore- 
board. The fact that the authors 
chose a8 representatives of the type 
of labor Jeader whom they prefer 
three men who are sympathetic to 


With Mr. Kaplan, the reader would 
have agreed “Is netcbereL” As mate 
ters stand, the reader does not suc- 
ceed in Gnding out what the authors 
ore Griving at until the next to the 


dealt with again by other able peo~ 
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F eae Recently Recommended Looks 
: ’, Mea Whe Lead Labor, Broce Miston 44 Jobe 
ok ogee Modera profi 35e. Book tans 
‘ ele iow. : 
gat ‘Mame Carles Willians New age 
stot es : $2.50 
poe + 


hohogy of Prose ond Verve, 
obese of the Federat Writers" ; : 
‘ the Federa] Arts Project, § 
r “gt iSpy Overhead: The $1 
Pig : 


ory of Industria} Espionage, I 
Calhing. ti, Brace. $2. 
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Monday Noveaber 2 


ar Richard, ' eless machines 
i This is Se on a’ wae scarelied to bresk. 
I had a linch date with Lou etting together on Thureday— 
Ratxanxs ioeiea act nt therefore have any official 
Childs and Craigs included. hehe t Nave manened.to leap 
news until then. But this dh Tile. The book is the company's 
by gossiping with the rank & oe S ritabe and will not be umtthx 
top seller. No sales eee Second printing of 100, 000 
until sometine in Astana A m4 new cutlets. The only conclusion 
copies is being shipped t is that probably nost of the first 
I wo ld draw for the — on our public's library shelves. 
printing (2 yas et oe All encouraging and hopeful. 
Reorniers are coming in eS brother, who knows as much as 
The shipping olerk, Syd ar ne that the book should hit the 
pe ae ay, inttt more substantial facts are forthcoalg 
e » 
tae took le doing very woll--which may mean everything and xexktgt 
- ws 
saree tells me that he has rege . one Sate, vie 
i eS telis we that shave Looping after the New York Times 
6 ea. 
and the Nation for some comment. The eS on 
assigned James Rorty's wife to corer epee keto Gh 
than ae cad Setlacaid the beck, Very. nice. By the 
way, thie ubltot PA dase, Po gd seems to know her onions. 
' r Om e . 
as eroulll even nce ye at ae sedate Matcesaicaa 
pecgtie ciate Gi teektalet pte the floor of the atk ee 
» Fisher has complete coanand and is stirring the to ers 
tate eaatlereble esentaeat. The old accountant has been ganned 
and replaced by the most Argan looking gentlemen tux I have 
Seon in a good long while. It seoms that the old Yiddish issue 
is raising its ugly head. MA is heading for first class labor 
Jams. May buzzed my ears full about the discontent on the part of 
the stenos and others. Its probably fun to picket your publisher. 
Before I came here I dropped into see Franklin at Wholesale 
books. He's been transferred to California and Kress has taken 
his place— an OK guy. Relationships between MA and the center 
are strainedto put it alldly. I'2) tell you why when you get hone. 
Last night I spoke at a party for Spain. Receipts 26.50. 
I see Herasn Wednesday afternoon and Browder cephiwr in the 


Wow, Bftertiven. Coy also the sane day. There is much to tell tel the 
f q gal wants 


her uschine. I shan't write again unless sométhing 
special pops. You'll be on your 


way home by the time I get around 
to doing another letter, ’ 
Much love to Ruth and I ki aiss you 
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WA Closed Neeting of «23 we.sen ond Other if ritine 
Yorkers in tao Port of iow York Weld at the 
itenhattan Lyceum Ootoder 50, 1056, 


Meeting called to order at 7:50 P.if. by Cheiraan Curren of the 
Seenren's Dofense Comittee. 
Remmerson lecording veoretary. 


Chairacn Curran ovens with reaarks @s to tho rewson for this neeting 
and quotes resolutivn pissed on West Coast plecging suport to 

Wst Coust Vane ASO ro.ds lotion »ssed ct th neeting ct the 
ana. tten vpera louse on Ootober 20th. Nesds telezraus from al} 

cocstvise ports anc O-1f, showing cotion taken taore to cate, 

bt. tes that there is < ccfinite qucstion to be settled «t t is 

wdeoting. eke for report froa Drother Utein wio cttenced tho 

special mecting at the -. & Ca:. Tell this afternoon. 


Brother wteinr= utates thet vailors deacnded ¢ mceting whioh uss 
grenteda dy cgent (pro tun) Chavdelaino cnd Ivan ttunter. Tict doth 
of these orfioiels cercec to <cttend our mesting here tais cvening 
dut l.tor droided to hold cn officiel nenbdershiy a’ cting tomorrow 
night. ways tict rcmbors ub this cftornoon's meeting yointed out 
to tho officicls Cuctsthe We ise Cose . 78'N, WG Slre cy Zone on 
reoord et forucr meetings to supnort tre “eat Co-st Unions in the 
evont of trouble. wtates furthor that Cr.nge a d introduce? Aine 
self to tho aceting and evokcn of how hard ne 2.d worked for the 
Union ané tae poor finneotal yosition ho ws in Gs @ result of this. 
Brother Gtoin saows wrere tie X.5.U. was considering tuo taxing of a 
reforendwa strike vote .ni saves he is in faror of it dut noanwhile 
tho ordws of snids in Dort cud the saips coming in should be kent 
ticd up to the dooks until the troudle tes sottlec. Inds do" So ling 
Sli to attend tro X._--U. necting tonorrow night. 
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C.alrmen Currantr= oitos instanoo of Yriente job action .n¢ recdés 
copy of Stataient sigiod by Orcngoe Wnts to know how it is tht 
Grenge cin 1s of striking . s.ip When 411 along the x. -U. Of= 
Ticicls mve ol.ined thet thoro can bo no strike curing tac life 
of their so-ctlled sgrecnent. weys th. t cn cnorgcnoy existe end th t 
this talk about a rofercndua voto b- the X.-4.U. VELioicr’s is just 
another soll-ot dlin. wnows us AO" roferendcua w.s conductoc on fhe 
Most Coast in spite of tho Lect saat a nojority of tho neon wore .t . . 
Sa ond says that evoryone was satisfies with tho results. “ncs by 
calling on Drothor Cork Lynoh, Iditor of the Jtiontio Supplaacnt of 
the Se.ucn's Journs) to take tno floor ¢nd give his position. 


Brotner Lynch stctos thet ho hes nothing to .cy at tais tino. 


Lrothor Robinson:= wgent of the ...R.%.... specks on the vioious ate 
tiok X%¢c on tho sLirinoe Vorkors over the cir by Bo. ke Cartor, madio 
cmuientator, and states thet cs c xrcault wo should dsoycott ala 
PaLioO products, who are tho axousors of this “rogr 2. tetes tart 
1% is allege thet 30. ke C..rtor acdc tag stctaiont tart chi of his 
telxs wore uncor tho advisoscnt of .vsistcnt pcoretcry of Labor, 
aoGrady. ‘aids dy ot. ting tin.t all tho sttmon know how Sho - amt. Teds 
stands in o.so of & strike. 


Ciairaan Curreni= spouse on the eubjeot of the -Fink Fook* ¢naé on 
Tocvoras latust statemmt in ths press regerding Fecern.. WMrine. 
“le Ond says thet wo should dring t io to tie. ettention of Iven . 
satuntex who hos boon in favor of the “Fink Dook’. .tctos tit a 
rosolution on Douke Cartor io in order, 


« kosolutions 


jmatmewt Boako Cartor, hedio Comicntator for Fhileo Radio, is 
sCliciously nisroproscnting tho prosent strike of sae 
orioan sfaritiao Vorkore, therforo, bo tt 2 wid. = 

MUALVIDisrat this movting gO on rocord a8 ocondaaning Teake 2 
Cortor'’s vicious and unworantcd attact cecinst tho atrike ry at 
ing aritime “orkore, end do it furtior 

WeALVDITHS wWiloss Duke Cortcr in .cciatoly discontinucs, tris 
talsroprcsontation of owr cotione that wo institute a 
nations) doyoots of 612 Pniloo Racio yrocucta. 


Nesolution subaittod bs F.",nodinson « REA 
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A mtion and secend to eoneur in the Resolution, Motion carried unsning- 


Syotker Llunéyt states thatvtonorrow night'é neeténg ie a elosed mooting 


for all 1.5.0. mendors in g00d standing, Should bo attended by every 
nouber who is in Port, 


Chairman Currant states that provision should be made by the nenbers 
in good standing to see that the monbers woro expelled for Vnion 
activitics de adaittcd to tho nceting, ; 
Brothor Lemmon: asks if nun with Woat Coast books will bo adaitted 
to tho mating. ' 

Brothcr Lundy? statcs that ho was civon to undcrstand that al) mon 
mith books in good standing would bo admitted to this nccting. 


Brothor Leamon: statue that he attcndod the Satlors' mocting today 
and that 1% could be accn that arenes Was in a position of a "Labor 
Fakir with his daok aminst tho tall". Warned the mabcrehip of tho 
dangir of the “Fakirs’ trying to take the lradcrship in casc they 
calicd a strike. Says that the Scancn'’s Dufcnse Comaittoc should 
continuc to function as such and be argunitcd vith other menbers if 
neoecssary and thet ct tomorrov night's sluction ww should force the 
elcotion of a Rank and File Strike Comaitt... Agrees vith Srobhcr 
Sticn regarding the rcofcrcndum votc but clso statcs that while it is 
going on thst the ..cn choulc stay cshore end kecp the ships ticdeup 
ts long as thm is trouble. Riitcratces his asecrtion that tho 
Kfens. Comaitc. should continuc to function end tht me should en 
Officiar Strike comutt.. ct tonorrow nichts noting. 

Chtiracn Currtn “grice tUth the procc.ding spcekcr and outlince the 
policy thhat is*to de follomnd at the mecting tonorrov night. 


Brother Traincr:, Tes BDenseAgcnt, chous th. grins made by the "54 
strike snd speaks on th Intcreosrstald and Offshore situcteéon. 
Ststcs thet he his bucn asked bv the Laritine ¥odcretion of th. Ticle 
L10 to come hire tonight And thre th. lnritime “cdcration wents us 
to confin. our strike to thy Intcrcoastal ships, 
Notc:) Brother Trenicrs, roserks osuscd © erent dcal of of confusion 
snd Choirnan Cvrran had to of) the meting to order and remind the 
mintrehis th-t this vnc & Rink and File acvtings snd that vhilst 
thie Brother 61d not “grie Dith vith the e.ntiment of thc mnubcre 
ship prreent etild he should bo given co chande to have the floor 
“g@Ain unintcrnptcd. Drobhcr Treincr takes the floor: —nd Givecs us 
nm bricf resanc of th cvints that have taken place since tho 4¢22 
strike tnd up to th prieent tino, Stats that tw should not & too 
hesty in sking our dveisions and points out our réesponsidility in 
our present position. Ends by egrtin Asking to confine our action to 
the Intcreosstal ships. 


A Brother sp.cks “gtinst the policy of confining our cotion on the 
XY terconst*2 shins. 


Bothy Corl Linche Kitor,of the Atisntio Supplcacnt: etatcs thit th. 
X.S.U. 122 do cverything possible to support the “cst Corst U: sons. 
Trat in all defcervnec to Brother Crran ond the Srancn’s Dcfcnsc 

Co mittic still this is not .n official meting of oll crmfts dcforc 
t-King up the question of our policy in the prescnt situcrtion. 
Agrecs vith brobhr Traincr of the 1.5.Beas ond thinks thet tc. should 
Qcf.r 51] strike sotion until tomorrot night ond then trish this quise 
tion out Also Olishce to state that he consid cre hinsclt a Rank ond 
-File And thet Iven Hunter is not a Fakir ne mm eay he is. 


broth.r Lavrcnsont mnts to know ohat position tho i.8.B.A. wa be 
on thie Const in the Gynt thet the majority of the 1.S.U. Ixmders 
vot. to go on strike. 


Anothcr# Brother mubr of the i, BeDeAe tents to knor that the "scorc® 
is cas far cs his Union is oonocrncd. g 

Brothcr Traincr: Statcs that he is not ina position tp spuck for 
the National Body. 

Scerctsry Iucrson: statcs that eines Drothcr Traincr made the statce 
mcnt that thst ho hed becn requcatcd to conc here and mquist these 
things in the Nano of the Mnritac Bcdtrasion of thse Paoifio, tant To 
chou his orcdtntials from th Fedcrasion giving him his potrre 


Brothir Trassor 1 Statcs that wo 614 not intend to givo th. r8810R 
tht he uss reprvecnting tho vholo Naritinc Fcdcration of the Paoirics 


mete SY oe ar ate: 


a SUSOLUTION: ‘“NERTAS1 This meeting tonicht is not offictally ree 
e cognized by the Officials of the 3,8,U,. and 
VHSATAS: The meeting tomorrow night at Cooper Union 
ell ta offietally called eng recognized by -: 
5 the Officials of the 3.5.U., thorefore be it 
i FISULVLD! That any comriuittees olected tonight and any | 
aotion taken by thie meeting be officially ras’ 
tified by tomorrow night's neeting. . 


Risolution submitted by S.Leason £4753 
; Jeuitson ¥2155 


A Brother from tho Tcansters’ Union states that no good Rink am File 
Toanster will pass through the picket line in oase of o strike, . 


Brother VcCaurthyt= Stewards’ Delegate fron the J’anhattan, states that 
he has been very much impressed with our attitude at this mecting and 
is in favor of Ceforing any action until the official meeting tomsorrou 
niehtsr States that he does not agree vith tho policy advocated by | 
Bother Trainor of the I.E.B A. 


C’airman Curran reads telogran from the cst Coast to the S/S Harpoon 
telling the crew to 60 out on the picket line here. 


Beother ty lderigie Ho cs that the meeting tomorrow night will be dene 
ooratically controlled ani speaks of the so-called agreenent that the 
X.S.U. YEfictals claim to have with the shipowners. ecks on the~ 
different Intercoastal chips in port and states that the I.0.U. Offie 
Clals, by dacl:ing the strike action on the Interooastal shins auto=- 
matically abrogate their so-called agreement. Asks that re go into 
tonorrow night's neeting vith the idea of having an orderly neeting, | 
dut that under no circunstances must we allow the J.5.U. Officials to 
dictate to tho nenbdership. That in the cvent a striko is called of= 
ficlally that the nccotiating cowilttes be olectod from the nembership 
Sucecsts that a telcgran be sont inmicdiatcly from hero to find out “guet 
how much authority Brother Trainor has for making the statements ho - 
has mado; that the bist way to win any strikc right now is to put all 
the pressure possibl« on the siipomers and striko all Intcreoastal ~ . 
and Déicp Tater ships. That by striking tho cstcrn Occan ships, wo: 
would hurt the shipowmers pockvtbooks and bring thim to tcrus. o 


Deck Dvlcgat. from the Manhattan:= statcs that he had a two hour and 
forty minute talk this aftcrnoon rith Nr.teCarthy, Oporating taneger 
of the J.itef and that icCarthy madu it plain that he was not worricd 
much about tho In4ine and Deck Depts. but vas vitally concerned with 
thy question of whore ho could evt a Stctards’ Rept in case a strike 
was calicd. Tho Brothcr further statces that he would 1ikc to sco 
proposed action hore tonight that mould put the responsibility of tho “ 
present situation on the socalled duly vlcotcd officials of the 1.3.0. 


Chariman Curgan status that the ‘hat Coast cxpcots us to give thin 200, 
support and that wo should €¢% dom to dusincss as to the proposcd 
policy to follor. : ae 


A motion and ecoond:~ That we Go on rccord as dimending that tho nicte 
ing tomorrow night dcolare & strike on all ships and that right fron” 
the meeting wo issuc a call to all svancn to com out in Muli support 
of our "Kst Coast Brothors. rie Sr. 
iotion by AL Lannon 4'5157 
Scconaca by Cy. Saunders £6520 


Prothcr Lannon spcaks on motion:= statcs th. position of the West Coast 
Unions and our situation hore. Statcs that if wo ars coing to win : 
thie strike quickly nce should put all tho prussurc possible on the 
shipowncrs anc etrike all ships. 7 , ; 

~ Motion votcd on and carricd. 


Chariman Curren rcoomands a risins, vote of confidcnes to the Maratinc 
Federation of tho Facifio. Voto of condidcnéc given standings 


Brothor Honncascy states that if any of the Brothcrs from tjo Wat 
Coast-shipe that aro taking sitedom action aro forecd out that thcy 
ehould cogo up to tho Dcfcenco Comittcc whcro thcy will dc taken caro 
of. That all ships iy port now that arc sohcdulcd to eail tonight or 
tomorrow bo hold fast at thy dook untid aftcr the rceults of tomorrow 
night's mcting is knom, : ; a ed 


Charinsn Curran in ansrcr to an inquiry statcs that it has wWcn found 
that the Panama Rellroad Lino phieh had Bccn considcrcd a govcrmcnt 
controlled company wae rvally a stockeholding Conocrn and should not 
reecive the considcration from ua th the future that they did in tho 


oe ae oe ee ee 


ghotion thet if the expelled nonjere are cented caaiseion to toners 
pee night'a meotiny that we cenend thot they be canitted, 
ation by Rothbart Jeconded bw sioclroy Mot.on cerried 


Brother Lowsenson says that ¢ definite policy must be leid soun ot 
tomorrow night'a moeting end the “Fokirs? now roclize thet the Rnk 
eng File ere in the majority ond heve control of the situation, “Shot 
any terne of settienent with the shipowners must be of ocr neking and 
not trose egreed upon vy the present J...U. Offiotols. Gives "2 4. 
proture of the manovevers we mey expect from the “Fekirs” end states 
that for every man they hove on the strike comilttee we nust Asve one 
and the seme for ony Cepaaestted gommittee. That i¢ is very invortant 
to have the strike caliod officially us it gives us 6 stending with 
orgenized labor that wo aid not have before, but thet 611 ships nust 
romain tied up to the dock until oll troublos sre settled. 


Brothor Burk¢ celis for cdllcotion and is rowordod by tho sua of 7134.72 


wa RIO YON: «"AETRS.3: «Tho eoifio Co:st iloritime Unions ere invol- 
ved in o ditter struggle for the lifo of thoir 
Untons, end 
STS: Te havo tino and sgein deolerod onrsolves in 
fovor of giving our full support to onr “lost 
Coest Brothers, thorofore bo it 7 . . 
XsOLTND: Thot the Internetional Sccmon's Union imecde 
reat § issuo @ 0811 to 511 nonbors to con out 
in 2X support of tho West Co:st Strike, ond 
x bo it furthor : 
NVALVO: That If a rofcrondua voto is ncoocssary, thet 
wo imndistcly start conducting this voto, 
ee ona do it further 
s¥s ODD: Onat during the poriod of this voto ro kcop 
ivory ship coging into port ticd to tho dock, 
e ond bo it furthor 
ROLVID: (That we slcot o striko cimaittco represonting 
toth tho Sntornetional ond tao Rmx ond Filo 
to conduct the striko. ; 


~. BOtion and sooconé to conour in tho royolution. Motion corriod. 


-corotery cicrsont= outlines tho.work thit Soa doen arsicg on bythe 
3.fcensy Comaittco in trying to organize rear PTO rasan cso stotos thot 
sinco the strike 1 st springs thst cll corrcanondonce hotvoon tho two 

Coasts hes b:on osrricd on betwotn tho Defons: Conmrittco ond tho Mar- 

itino Fedoration of the Tacifio and worns 312 thoso prosont that in the 

next fow days oll sorts of rimors and faky lettors snd tclogroms will 

be scnt to vorious brotbhors in ordor to oroatc confusion. hat ny 

roliadvlo infornation that couwos fron tho ost Coust otn bo obdtaince fpr 

the Dcfonso Conrittco. 


A motion snd second thut us there cro mony jobs tn tho Union Malis at 
pres¢nt, that tho menbors take them ond ect on the ships ond join tho 
sitedomn ooti:n so that “soaps oconenot got these jobs. Notion cerricd 


A motion that Consrossnen Norosntonio, cond Attornics Som Blinken, Fyson 
Glicxstcin ond Fillion errs in tho past Savo shom ticir . 


loycity to the Renk ond Filo, sholl be rotaincd os our attorniocs dure 
ing this prosont conflict with tho shipownors. é 

; Notion do J.Wilson 7150 
stotion oorsicd ~- ‘oonded dy Fkoycrs 16012 


A notion that all ships' orcws horo, imudiatoly ocnd & tolcsroen to 

Prosidont RNoosorert cdking that ho texo s dcefinito stond in bringing . 

about s spéecdy ond sitisfcorory sotticncnt ih tho Psoifio Coust crisis. 
Notion by F.lkkycrs 6022 

Motion Corricd Bcoonded from floor 


4 Brother apooks on the aubjoot of “Crinp Joints” and what wo havo to 
ao in ordor to romody this ovii. 


Choirmon Curran introduccs Brothor Fronk Vinocnt of tho Dock Mathacn's 
Unions. Brother Vinocnt statce that his is a young orgcnization and «+ 
for us to oo-oporato with them as much d@ possible 


4 XDOLUTION: “FOERIAI: In formor striko cotions 2¢ dh. doon th polloy 
‘ Of the Ie3eVe GO L080 Not? DoOks to roph com A 
monts (or eosba), thorefore bo it 
W0LVaD: That this momborahip go on rccord c# instructing 
Che ToveUs OFTicisis at th. moting tomorrow 
night that thie prsetico oholl vo discontinucds 


4 trotion cag scoond to conour in the resolution, Mation.o-rricd, 


A Boothor spcaks on the work dono in the P08 by ths Scomon's Defenso 


Gervaittco cna strcesos tho noo-ssity of tha Defcnse Comittco ocentinuin: 
to funetion, 


iecting edjourned at 10145 7." 


| -« BOFion ond scoond to adjourn. Hotion Corricd, 
i Attondonrote Ovgr 1500 acritine Vorkors (“ostly 3cenn) 
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“Richard Branston, 
666 Santa Barbara Road, 


Seorkeloy, California. 


Red Flag Over ban yrancisoo. 
by 
Bruce Minton. 


In the days when oan Prencisco changed froma frontior town to tne cormercial 
center of the west, the -romiment bankers and merchants moved to new hones, high 


on the hills overlooking the saye *he magnates built nuge pretentious mansions, 


ee 


with too many high-ceilinged roonus ‘decorated. otnborately in vhe fashionable rrench 
style. nere tne sugar king of the west tock up his residence, filling the house 
with ‘artistic ornaments. Art to the rfonoyed class meant display == a carry-over 
from pioneer days. sho older men who won a precarious living by exploiting the frontie 
wno had taned the wildernoys from sheer necossity, understood veiue only in monetary 
ternse 4f an ornanent or picture cost hard-earned money and plenty of it, that 
wede it good, that made it Arte 

ane suger king's great house still stands, a monument to substantial building 
and sound business principles. put today, abo the front ducr, flutters a red Llegs 
On the red field one sed tne hammer and sickle. “he vonsul General of the Usddelte 
has woved ine 

According to custom, the soviet vonsul opens nis new residence witha = 
recoprion. ane police direct traffic, guard the entrance == the same police 
who club workers on the waterfront for picketing, and beat thea if they so much 
escarry a red hanikerchiefe Tho guests are directed throygh the impressive door 


to the reception roon. 


The Consul, Mre Galkovitch, stands in proper afternoon dress, shaking hands 
e 


| with strangers, bowing, saxiling courteously andprofessionally. He is a little man 
and looks a bit unconfortable in his tails. The réprosontatived of the Workers* 


State recolvos the capitalists, ths bourgolele, other consuls representing hostile 


countrios. : - 

The delegates from the United States Army ani Navy arrivo in full uniforn. 
my groob the Consul politely, sxiling welcome. They actually shako hands with hia, 
though he comes frou the lani of Communion. Privately, they know all about tho 
Communists, know thit in the Soviet Union evorything is lousoy, that the workors 
oat Mttle children anJearry boabs ani wear beanis. Havon't these military 

gentlonen read all about it ami seon cartoons? But officially, to the Consul, they 
act in what is known as the diplowmtic manner. 

The bankers are present. They drink cocktails providdd by the workers, ani 
ontertain each other’s wivos with small-talk ani wonler what they can expect in 
the tana of business frou the now Consul. The Soviet Union spends money and pays 
its Dills. Funny that they should, since they are Cozmznists, but novertheless 
it*s true. 


Ard the other Consuls <= tho Japaneso, so cordial, so sailing, full of good mim 


wishes for his colleague. Ths Sianese consul ani the Columbian consul, aidhl the 


othors break away from the dull routiye work in sm} offices to drink cocktails ani 
enjoy life. The Coluudian consul has no right to be present, since his covernzent 

has nevor recognized the Soviets. "» coucs along, not in an official capacity, but jus 
to see the fun and cot a drink. 

Cé course, the liberals arrive, crowds, carloads of liberale. They aad saile 
ani nod their heads. “Ien't it grand?’ they ask one mother. “After all these years’ 
How much nicer to have pleasant rolations with all countries than to de narrow- 
mindod. It isn't dencoratic or really any of our business how the Russians run their 
countrys” Yach liberal takes tho affair most seriously, secretly assured that his 
advocacy of recognition of the Soviet Union had a great deal to do with moulding 
public opinion in favor of @uch a moves Tho liberal feels rather responsible for the m 
opening of the Soviet Consulate in San Francisco. Ho and Walter Duranty and Litvinov. 
Ard now the lideral sailes an{thanks o0d'the Consul has taken such e swell house ani 
serves such good cocktails, for that proves that the Soviets are civilized, after all. 

The local authority on Russiag (three weeks in the Soviet Union unter Intourist) 


the Sota? wane : 
tells the consul all about Ruemin. Sho makes a few constructive suggestions. 
“The trains -= they're frightful. They really should run on times You know, Mr. Consul, 
in Italy -- I was there too, for alnost a month <= in Italy the trains run on 
tine. At least some of thea do. Can't you suggest to the Comalssar or whatever you 
¢ ll him that it would be a good idea to give better services Anericans love good 


service. What you noed in Russia ie a Missolini.* 


Cne san sailes at the Consul's wife. “XY see writers ani liderals, the 


- bdurgeosie ani the diplomtic corps, even the Army, the Navy and of course the 


intelligentsia. But where are the workers" 

She sniles back and colors. “They cam before. The workers know we are here.* 

Cn the docks, workers are striking. One can see the idle ships anchored in the 
Bay froa the seconi storey window of the Consulate. Across the street are the fine 
houses of the financial leaders, the backbone of “Denocracy”, the backbone of 
Fadcien. The Soviet Consul receives. The Workors' Stato sends its representativesto 
Anericae The workers in San Francisco know the consulate has openod. Sonoday, thoy 
say, wo will open oub Consulate in Moscow. 

Langston Hughos{ speaks to the Soviet Consul. He wrote a song, “Put one nore 
S in the U.S.A." the S stanie for Soviet. 

The red flag floats over the Consulate. The red Qlag of the Workers’ State. 
Thats the world coming to, when sucha flag is soen over the forner mansion of 


a sugar king? Tho liderals scratch their heads. The world is topey-turvye 
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Re: Richard Brarsten, was *= 
Intemal Secarity - C 
Custodial Detention 


Enclosures to Bureau: 
One photographic copy of each of 59 


pieces of correspendence and articles 
conceming Richerd Bransten. 
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wo Joseph L, Lilienthal, Jr., was interviewed under oath in the presence of 
counsel, , at the Office of Director of Security, Veterans 
Adninistration, on March 7 1955, at which time he was given the opportunity to 

comment on the information of record in his case. The interview was transcribed. 


In the course of his interview, Dr. Lilienthal stated that an Atomic Energy Act 
clearance for him to do Navy research at Johns Hopkins University has twice been 
held up but after a conference with "friends" in the Navy within the last 6 weeks, 
the mtter is being held in abeyance until the Veterans Administration's case is 
concluded, after which he plans to clear his sedurity status with other agencies. 
Dr. Lilienthal related an instance where at a meeting of the Society of Medical Con- 
sultants for the Armed Ferces at Walter Reed Hospital in October, an unrecalled Arny 
colonel asked him to tour medical installations in the European Theatre in February, 
but he was thereafter informed that the trip could nob be set up. In a letter, 
dated November 11, 1953, Dr. Lilienthal informed the Veterans Administration that 
he held at that time a security clearance obtained by: Johns Hopkins University 
from Headquarters, Second Army in March, 199 to permit access to secret class- 
ified matters of interest to the Army, Navy and Air Force. 


Dr. Lilienthal admitted permitting the use of his name by the Citizens Committee 
against the Ober Law (Maryland Subversive Activities Act of 1919). He stated that he 
had no knonledge at that time that the committee was Communist dominated, He could 
furnish no information explaining the other information of record directly relating 
to hin. 7 


Dr. Lilienthal stated that his wife was born and raised in the vicinity of 
San Francisco, California, and entered into the record the names of seyral of 
their relatives in that vicinity. He stated that his brother, Philje¥Lilienthal, 
was assistant to Edward Carter in the Institute of Pacific Relations for several ; 
years and for a time had the China Desk while with the Office of War Information i 


on the West Coast. The doctor admitted xttending 3 dinners in the past 3 or 

years at the hom of re the 8 to 10 guests included * /.. 

Owen Iattimore. He also a ‘some of these guests were repeaters, but ~~ "~~ 
e record the names ex cvests 


"A e only furnished 
described as a 
ihite Russian cartlensn farmer not affiliated with Johns Hopkins University, and a 
| se Tantenthal stated that hia brother, Philip, was recently 
pranved & passport by the Department of State. The State Department has advised 
the Veterans Administration that Philip Lilienthal was denied a passport in 19h5, 
received a "regular" passport in 19:7, denied one in 1951 and in 1953 applied for 
& passport which was granted for one year in 195) after appeal. Dr. Lilienthal 
admitted + his brother Philip has kept in touch with Owen Lattimore and had 
offe o testify,on Lattimore's behalf. Dr. Lilienthal also admitted knowing 
Louis sten“{x yell known Communist who was linked to his brother in investi- 
gative reports). He stated he knew her socially when they were youngsters and 
last saw her in 190 when they dined + ab 

sten, wrote under a  o9/;¢ 


"radical" and said that her former huabs 

pseudonym for the "Daily Worker" and Md°sViry read 

a menber of the C t Party before the war. He understood that Bransten ultie 

nately married RuthpfoXinney whom he had heard also was a Commnist, and understood 
Gat} ing the war 0 


eee: 


that they were "drum 1 off the Communist Party during the war or afterwards, 
: “ ransten . 
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Assistant Attorney General x 
Wiliiem F. Tompkins. May 10, 1995 
Internal Soourity Division 


Director, FBI attdiesins CO 
tm RECORDED - 14 , Records; Administration Branch : 
¢ ie l= - 3% Pues ; - 
bs JOSEPH os LILIENTHAL, Jr. hs 
ye ? ene Consiiitant ; 
x Veterans Administration Hospital os 
e Veterans Administration 
¢ Baltimore, Maryland - , 
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le Reference is made to this Bureau's memorandum dated 
" February 4, 1954, furnishing copies of reports covering an 
ate A investigation conducted concerning the captioned individual, 


fransmitted herewith is a Photostat of a letter 
dated May 2, 1955, together with a copy of its enclosure, which 


‘ waa furnished to thia Bureau by the Veterans Administration. 
mm This is being furnished to supplement the data previously 
x submitted to the Department in this case. 
x 121-29015 ‘ 
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‘New, Haven esaptacneial. Paeonant Te 28, - @nother Government agency-~. 
conducting: intelligence investigations, advised. on November 30, 
192. that LEIGH DANENBERG, Editor of the’ "Bridgeport Sunday 
Herald", participated. as > Chadrnan, at’ @ meen ins oe pee Us: Pe. - 
BUSce SOE ESS is LR oes 


e This same. informant eae eea. ‘that ‘the U. Sete Russo Congress. ot ae 
PR ORROrS? by. the | Communist Party in Bridgeport, Gomme culouts 


SOUTHERN CONFERENCE. FOR HUMAN" .WELPARE | a 
"New Haven: Confidential Taformant TH-29, of known easy who. 


~ would not furnish a signed’ statement. or appear. before a Hearing 
Board, advised that RICHARD BRANSTEN, 8 Canal. Street, Westport, 


Fees Connecticut, received a letter from the New York ‘committee of 


tthe Southern Conference: for Human Welfare, Murray -Hill Hotel, Ade. 
Park Avenue,.New York City, on approximately August ‘28, 19h5.. aoe 
-, This correspondence reflected. the. name LEIGH DANENBERG as a member 

of the New York Committee: -of the- Southern Conference’ ‘for Human =~ 


ae Welfare. 


RICHARD BRANSTEN, ailas BRUGE MINTON admitted that he. was a member » 
-of the Communist Panny, on Pies 16, pce to Special Agents. of the 
New York Office.: ; oy : 


The. Sputhorn Gonronance: for. Human Welfare was uted: ‘as a Communist ne 
’' front. by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, Reports 
March 29, 194, Page ails 5 ; 


MISCELLANEOUS’ ~~ a "sy on a eRe ae 


e gene aoe ted Informant 1. 4305. of unknown pelisbility, advised 


“that many: years ago he was present on an occasion. when an: “individual, 

in: the presence of Danenberg. referred to the applicant as &. : 

.. Communist and the applicant’ did.not deny it. The informant.. 
-stated however that he received the Pmpres s son: that. Danenbérg _ 
J meeeraed the remark as a deste oy : 


ace 


123-1472 
AT BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT 
EMPLOYMENT 


LEO MILLER, City Editor, "Bridgeport Herald", Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, advised that applicant. is the President of the 
"Bridgeport Herald" and has owned and operas this paper 
Since 1929. 


REFERENCES 


LEWIS SHEA, President of the First National Bank, Bridgeport, 
Conndcticut, advised he has known the applicant over twenty 
years and stated his character and reputation are above ree 
proach and his associates are unquestionable; that the appli« 
cant is aman of great integrity, sincere, and a very public 
spirited citizen who takes a very active part in the civic 
affairs of the City of Bridgeport, Connecticut. 


Mr.» SHEA advised that he knows nothing derogatory concerning 
the applicant and in his opinion applicant is a loyal md 
patriotic American and he would recommend him for a position 
of trust and confidence. 


New Haven Confidential Informant Th, of known reliability, 
who would not furnish a signed statement or appear before a 
hearing board, advised that in 1943 LEWIS D. SHEA was listed 
as a Gommittee Chairman for the "bankers" for the Russian War 
Relief in Bridgeport, Connecticute According to this in« 
formant, SHEA 1s also listed as a sponsor for the Bridgeport 
Chapter of the Russian War Relief. 


Comments concerning Russian War Relief are set forth in another 
portion of this report, captioned, "MISCELLANEOUS=RUSSIAN WAR 
RELIEF. 


New Haven Confidential InformantsTl, T2 and T3, of known re- 
liability, who are familiar with Communist Party activities in 
the Bridgeport, Connecticut, area, advised that LEWIS D. SHEA 
was not a Communist Party member nor sympathizers 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 


E ne SPECIAL INQUIRY - STATE DEPART- 
aka, Lescflannenberg, Lippman MENT, Public Law 402, 80th 
Lippman Danenberg Congress (VOICE OF AMERICA) 


iY aw : é 
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_| SYNOPSISOFFaAcYs: Applicant has owned ahd published the "Bridgeport Herald" ny 
acre , newspaper, Bridgeport,\ Connecticut, since 1929. References and) 
Mic tie ot acquaintance state applicant is of excellent character, reputa- . 
tion, his associates are unquestionable, amd describe him as 
being a loyal and patriotic American, public-spirited, and 
active in civic affairs. References recommend him for a posi- 
re “A tion of trust and confidence. Co-workers describe applicant as 
‘ . being a loyal American Citizen of good character and reputation, 
oar well liked by his employees, and state applicant is very liberal 
Sob V : in paying them. Former neighbors, Easton, Connecticut, and 
iS r present neighbors, North,Park Avenue, Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
Sid advise applicant and family bear a very good reputation, are 
4 Pat highly regarded in these commnities, and state applicant is 
Vv, [a°’ very active in civic affairs. Further, that applicant and 
\ i? : family are loyal Americans. Applicant and daughter, SHIRLEY 
eres ft MANASEVIT, have a very good credit record, Bridgeport, Connecticut. 
ag fe No credit information located for other members of family. No 
criminal information identifiable with applicant and members of 


: i family located at Bridgeport or East. Police 
a, \ Departments, with exception aS who was Be 
_f , arrested by the Bridgeport, Connecticub, Police Department Bye 


i a. ee ae ee judgment suspended. Former 
FA 5: : employee ani a close associate of applicant describes him as 


ae V 24 sound, loyal American. As publisher of pro-labor newspaper, he 

os ee frequently conferred with various representatives of labor 

a organizations, some of whom had Communist affiliations unknown //|-— 
q to the applicant, For this reason the applicant gained the 

‘yi reputation of being possessed of Commnist sympathy. When true 

ey eee identities of pro-Communist labor leaders were pointed out to 
 ENCE@: hiakememee, the applicant, he ae that the individuals in question had 
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TITLE iy CHARACTER OF CASE 
/ SPECIAL INCULRY - STATE 
JOSEPH MARIA FRANCKENSTEIN | DSPARTHENT, £UBLIC LAW 
ee me he 408 Oth_CONGRE 
7 WeDo se 
“| sy bath) FURL TE OO +e ; {fe 
_ NOPSIS OF FACTS: ee ee eo. i , Von ae ae Cooke - 
ee Circumstances surrounding the expulsion of RUTH Me KENWY; “ate ‘a 


ce a Mrs. RICHARD BRANSTE from the CP including information 
regarding her need for a psychiatrist and adherence to Communist 


forth. Information regarding activities of 
and his association with FRANCKENSTEIN and OS 
his Wite set forth. Decision on[|__]|Fetition for petmealjactee Rie 


pending and no recommendation re final disposition of 
case made by Immigration and Naturalization Service at Dee 


: ~ RUC 4 gygt05 aorner fo OL AL 
J i u, Pe (vs Or RE. RIED. an a r ; : 1 t 
-,REFERENCE: Bureau letter to New 'York, ces, ae ee 
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T-l, another government agency which dohducts 
.. security type investigations, advised in 192 that RUTH-Me KENNEY, 
' author of the stage hit "My Sister Eileen," was secretary of 
_ the Communist varty members employed by the Federal Government 
wt in the District of Columbia. T-1 advised that Hc Kaivey's 
husband is BRUCH cL TOU also known as, RICHARD=BRANSTEN . 


. \f T-2, of unknown reliability; “stated that RUTH Me KeNNEY, 
NN also known aS» Mrs. RICHARD BRANSTHN, addressed a victory rally 
aN held in the National Press Club Auditorium on January 16, 192 

be under the Eee aeonsnte of the Washington branch of the Comaunist 

: Party. According to T-2, when Miss Mc KENNEY began to speak, 

she advised the audience that she was a member of the Comuunist 
Party; that she Was not a very important member of the party and 
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INFORMANTS : 


T-1 


T=3 


ime 


T-6 


| @ 


ADMITNISTRATIVS PAGE 


Fepruary 9 washington 
Report of SA entitled, urs. 
RICHARD BRANSTEN, was, INTERNAL SECURITY - 
Cc", Mew York file number 100-14331-21. 


b6 
Washington, DeC., b7¢ 
who attended the Comiunist rally adverted b7D 


to in instant report. Information 
initially renorted in Washington report 

as above, New York file number 100-14381-21, 
page 2. 


Anonymous 
CWP j in New Haven renort of 
SA August 13, 1946, b6é 


entitled, "RICHARD BPANSTEN, was, INTERNAL »7¢. 
SECURITY = C", Wew York file number 
100-14381-74., 


who furnished information 6 


Ld 

appearing in instant report to SAL____si|s«7e 

eaeereaensar (2. June 20, 1950s the >? 
ew York ice, New York file number 
100-14381-127. 


Records of the State Department as set out 
in an enclosure of Bureau letter to New York, 
April 5, 1944, Hew York file number 
100-604-59-11, 


Jey VY ity, made by Investigator _b6 
for the period May 5, 1943 to b7c 
October 21, 1943, as reported in New York 


Report of the Civil Service pets rears 


«i Oe 
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made by the "Daily Worker," an east coast Communist newspaper. 
According to this article, BRUCE MINTON and RUTH Mc KEWNEBY had 
issued an anti-party document attacking the basic line of the 
party and slandering its leadership. According to the article 
Mc KENNEY and BRANSTEN had attacked Comrade WILLIAM Z. FOSTER 
for calling upon the Communist Party and the American people 
to fight for world peace on the grounds that it was impossible 
under capitalism to check the outbreak of war or to achieve a 
period of world peace. 


According to the "New York Times" Mr. BRANSTEN said 
that both he and his wife considered themselves to be loyal 
members of the Communist Party and that they would always do 
their utmost in every way to build the present organization and 
to strengthen the Marxist Party of the working class. According 
to the article BRANSTEN and Mc K&SNNEY had sent a telegram to the 
editor of the "Daily Yorker,” in which they requested a correction 
of the article concerning their expulsion, inasmuch as they did 
not and do not belong to any faction and that the Norwalk branch 
of the Communist Party had voted not to expel them. 


According to an article which appeared in the "New 
York World-Telegram" on September 16, 1946 concerning the 
expulsion, Mc KENNEY and MINTON stated that they would fight 
their expulsion from the Communist Farty and that they did not 
recognize it as an expulsion from the Communist vrarty despite 
the fact the "Daily Worker" had reported their expulsion. 
They said that the "Daily Worker" had published an erroneous 
story regarding them; that they felt that the present Communist 
Leadership was tainted with "reformism"™ and that it did not go 
far enough to the left along revolutionary lines. According to 
this article, the MINTONS said "that any attempt to link us with 
BROWDER'S Procapitalist policies, is outright vilification." 


According to an article which appeared inthe "New York 
World-Telegram" on September 26, 1946 regarding the expuitgion 
of the MINTONS from the Communist Party, "New Masses" a Communist 
weekly which the MINTONS had helped edit for about ten years, 
said that the MINTONS were about to seek refuge in Paris. 
According to the article, the MINTONS had been telling friends 
that they considered it their duty to leave America and were 
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urging others to do likewise "in order to preserve the revolu* 
tionary forces for the future." 


The informant, hereinafter referred to as T-5 in 
this report, is identical with the informant referred to as 
T-2 in a letter of recent date to this Bureau from the acting 
Director, Office of Security, Department of State, captioned 
FRANCKENSTEIN, JOSEPH MARTA. 


On June 20, 1950, T-5, of known reliability, an 
individual well versed in Communist Party activities and who 
was once a Communist Party official, advised that RUTH Mc KaNNY, 
author of "My Sister Hileen" and other works and wife of RICHARD 
BRANSTEN, also known as, BRUCE MINTON, broke with the Communist 
Party on a Communist basis, but remained a Communist in philosophy. 
T-5 stated that he had met Miss Mc KENNY repeatedly as a member 
of the Communist Party and that she had presented him with all 
of her works as a sign of Communist comradeship. 


For purposes of clarity, it is to be noted that T-5 
stated on July 19, 1951 that RUTH Mc KENNY "was assigned by 
the Cultural Commission of the Communist Party" to see KAY 
BOYLE in New York and straighten the matter out. 


_ It is also to be noted that T-5 did not at that 
time, any previous time, or any subsequent time, state that 
RUTH Mc KENNY was a member of the Cultural Commission of 
the Communist Farty or state that she was a standing member 
of any of the internal groups within the Communist Party. 


a Od 
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that she was just one of those who followed along the lines 
set down by party leaders; and that she was proud to be a 
member of the Comiunist Party. 7 

T-3, of known reliability, advised in 1945 that 
RICHARD BRANSTEN, the husband of RUTH Mc KawhwY, communicated 
with one DORIS (surneme unknown) and requested her advice and 
assistance in a matter involving the physical and mental 
condition of RUTH ‘SBRAUSTEN. According to T-3, Mr. BRANSTEW 
wanted to secure the assistance of a psychiatrist with whom he -- 
could consult regarding RUTH BRANSTEN'S condition. 


T-3 also advised that RICHARD BRANSTHH said in 
January, 1946 that RUTH BRAWSTEN'S sickness, which he described 
as close to a mental breakdown, was caused, according to a 
prominent doctor, by thyroid poisoning. According to T-3, 
BRANSTiu said that another factor contributing to his wife's 
illness was the fact that he and his wife, at that time, were 
Communists; that they were opposed, at that time, to the 
BROWDER Line believing that it was destroying the Progressive 
Movement in the United States and that they were both under 
the tension of a serious, intellectual and emotional struggle. 
T-3 also related that RICHARD BRANSTEN said when BROWDER and 
his supporters were branded for what they are by the Communist 
Yarty, the tension in their lives came to an end. T-3 also 
advised that according to Mr. BRANSTai!, his wife had recovered 
from her illness in January 19,6. 


Tal, of known reliability, advised that RICHARD BRANSTHN 
in April, 194.6, communicated with WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, Chairman re 
of the Communist Farty of the United States of America and 
advised FOSTER that he end his wife RUTH were working every 
dey as hard as they could for the great movement. 


According to an article which appeared in the " Hew 
York Times," a Wew York City newspaper, on September 13, 196, 
RUTH Lic KEwWkEY, author of "My Sister Eileen" end her husband, 
RICHARD BRARSTEN, who under the name of BRUCE i.tuwTon was Pormerly 
a Washington correspondent, had besn expelled from the Cormunist 
Party for conducting a factionel struggle against the perty 
line and its national leadership. According to this article, 
the information relating to the expulsion from the Communist 
Party of the above, was obtained through a public disclosure 
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ao It has been determined that WICK is a newspaper im 
ae owner and publisher who has accompanied tours of newspaper 
; and radio editors to various foreign countries yearly since 


Pei 1952. WICK has visited the Soviet Embassy and contacted 

i Soviet Embassy personnel on a number of occasions since 1953. 
It is believed these contacts were primarily for the purpose 
of securing visas and making travel arrangements for members 
of WICK's tours. 


It will be noted WICK was intérviewed by a State 
Dept official in Vienna, Austria, in 1954 concerning his 
travels in Kastern Europe, and this interview disclosed he 
: apparently had not been permitted to visit sensitive spots 
hs, and he apparently gained little information of an intelli- The 
gence value. 


It will also be noted WICK furnished credentials 
for two Communist writers in 1937, falsely alleging they were 
fan, regularly-employed correspondents of his newspaper, the “Niles 
a Daily Times.” 


The passport record of WICK indicates he is an aggres- 
Side oe Sool sive individual, and when his request at Moscow for amendment of 
. SS his passport to permit travel through Hungary and Rumania 
2 was disapproved in 1954, he' immediately cabled the Secretary 
of State, Congressman MICHAEL KIRWIN and Senator WAYNE MORSE 
and complaigsd of. qe een upon the freedom oF the press. ff ; 
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, “SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


} JAMES LESTER WICK was born 5/11/97 in. South Dakota and éeaides 7 
aa at 901 Eighth Avé., NYC. WICK, with his s brother, MILTON WICK, 
/ - reportedly own controlling interest in. several small-town. news- 
- papers in U. Ss and 15% interest in Rome (Italy)"Daily Ameri- 
cans" WICK was employed as war correspondent in British Isles 
in ee and.is publisher of "Niles (Ohio) Daily Times" news- 
. paper. “ WICK has. organized tours: of newspaper and radio editors}. 
for trips to various foreign countries yearly since 1952, and - 
yr WICK and members of his tour visited the Soviet: Union in "1953 
eran 1954, Members of his 1955 tour reportedly have received - 
7 visas for travel in the Soviet Union. WICK alumni of former. if _ 
i <> tours have recently formed the "United States Society of oe 
seas. Editors" which ultimately expects to offer scholarships to 
overseas journalists and exchange reporters. WICK visited Soviet 
Embassy, Wash., D. C., in 2/53 and 1/55 and has been in contact 
_ with™ Soviet Embassy officials on several occasions since 1953. 
In 1937 WICK furnished news correspondent credentials to Com- 
“ munist authors RICHARD BRANSTEN and HARRY WINEGAR,. aka WINECOR, 
7. JOHN STUART, to assist BRANSTEN and WINEGAR in securing pass- 
ports for travel to Spain. 
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The reco ds of T-6, another Government agency, reflect 
that in 1940 TORIXSTUAR® who then resided at 75-47 - 113th 
Street, Forest H#lls, Queens, New_York, stated he had then been 
employed four years by Weekly Masses, tne., publishers of "New 
Masses," 104 East 9th Street, New York City, where he held the 
position of Managing Editor. 


The January 21, 1947, issue of "New Masses" listed 
JOHN STUART as a Managing Editor. ~ 


; The "New Masses" was cited as a nationally circulated 
weekly journal of the Communist Party by the Special Committee 
on Un-American Activities of the House of Representatives on 
March 29, 194+, 


The files of T-7, another Government agency which con- 
ducts security and intelligence investigations, indicate that 
HARRY 8. INOCUR, 75-47 - 113th Street, Queens, signed a 1942 
election petition for the Communist Party in New York Ste. 
T-8, who has furnished, reliable information in the 
past, advised that in 1945 JOHNXSTUART was a member of the 


Henry Forbes Community Club, Communist Political Association, 


Manhattan, New York, and held membership card number 35068. ~ 

The "Daily Worker," an East Coast Communist daily 
newspaper, dated March 22, 1947, indicates that JOHN STUART, 
Editor of "New Masses," was listed as a speaker at the Henry 
Forbes Section of the Communist Party, 201 Second Avenue, New 
York City, on March 23, 1947. 


T-9, who has furnished reliable information in the 


past, advised in April 1951 that STUART was a member of the Com- 


munist Party and had visited Hungary sometime after 1945. 


The Communist Party and the Communist Political As- 


sociation have been designated by the Attorney General of the evap 


U. S. pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


RICHARD: BRANSTEN, also known as BRUCE/MINTON, was 
interviewed by Special Agents of this Bureau on December 16, 


1950, at which time he stated he joined: the Communist Party. 


in 1935\in New York City, New York, when he became associated | 
with theNWey. Masses!" magazina. He advised he was openly § //. 


active in Communist Party activities until he was expelled = 


‘, 


from the Party in September 1946. During the interview with 
BRANSTEN, he stated JOHN STEWART, also known as HARRY WINACUR, 
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City from Niles, Ohio, where he had been occupied as a newspaper- 

man and publisher. WICK also claimed to have an interest in the 
Modern Age Books Corporation at 155 East 44th Street, New York 

City, where he maintained an office and also an interest in the 
National Committee for Art Appreciation, which he described as 

an organization to reproduce, prepare for publication and to 

publish various works of classic art. 


WICK advised the State Department representative he 
had contracts with BRANSTEN and WINEGAR, and they.were to be 
advanced one thousand dollars expense money to be added to later. 
No provision was made for salary; however, they were to receive 
fifty percent of the profits from the sale of their writings. 


WICKadvised the State Department representative he 
did not consider BRANSTEN and WINEGAR to be professional re- 
porters but “magazine writers," as he called them, for such pub- 
lications as "New Masses," “New Republic" and "The Nation," 
principally for “New Masses," and so far as he knew, they had 
no regular newspaper experience, WICK explained he had met 
BRANSTEN and WINEGAR only recently in New York City but had 
previously known them through their writings in the publica- 
tions mentioned, and because he liked their style of writing, 
he chose them and invited them to represent him abroad. 


The Passport Office file contains a photostatic 
copy of an affidavit signed by WICK on August 18, 1937, in 
which he stated he met BRANSTEN and WINEGAR at a party in New 
York City and that he entered into a contract with them to fur- 
nish five hundred dollars for joint travel expenses and one 
thousand dollars to be paid at the rate of twenty-five dollars 
per week to each, In this affidavit WICK stated he understood - 
that BRANSTEN and WINEGAR would write a book on their return 
which would be the- outgrowth of their news dispatches and secondary 
to their sending news dispatches to the "Niles Daily Times." : 


The Passport Office file reflects that on February 
2, 1954, WICK furnished a sworn statement in which he advised 
he moved to New York City from Niles in December 1936, and in 
April 1937 he created the National Committee for Art Apprecia- 
tion, a subsidiary of Modern Age Books. He further advised 
that in July 1937 he was asked by Modern Age, Books to have the 
"Niles Daily Times" send two correspondents, STUART and BRANSTEN, 
. eto sparn te write about the Spanish Civil War.” He was told by 
NILE, 0! odern Age Books executives that his newspaper might get good 
o!'¢syndication material out of these sources and that Modern Age 
_ Books agreed to advance the money:to pay expenses and they 
would have the book publication rights. WICK advised he agreed, 
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not knowing that the technique was being employed as a subter- 

fuge to get around State Department prohibitions against book 

authors, as such, going to Spain. WICK further advised he was 

never a member of the Communist Party or any front organiza- 

tion, with one possible exception. He stated he was an invol- 

untary member for two months in 1937 of the Book and Magazine 

Guild, United Office and Professional Workers Union, when Modern 

Age Books signed a closed shop contract with the Guild. WICK 

stated he had read some of BRANSTEN's and STUART's "Nation - 

New Republic" articles, and when they were presented to him, 

he assumed they were ‘responsible liberals." He further stated 

that when the first dispatches came from BRANSTEN and STUART, 

he was "repelled," and the “Niles Daily Times" never ran a line 

of their copy. ‘ 


The Passport Office file reflects that on November eau 
19, 1953, RICHARD BRANSTEN, who was then residing at the Hotel , 
de la Poste, Pau, Basses- -Pyrenees, France, advised a JU. 5. State 
Department official that HARRYMWINECOR, also known as\WINEGAR,._ 
JOHN STUART, was his close” friend in the 1930's; that they had 
written numerous articles together; and that they were then both 
members aoe the Communist Party. He explained he and WINECOR had 
written a_book publishéd” by Modern Age Books in 1937 entitled 


§ 


we Men | Who | Bead. babor," and they had the intention of writing an 


ecofiomic and “Social report on Loyalist Spain for Modern Age 

Books. They received a contract from Modern Age Books; how- 

ever, due ‘to the difficulty encountered by American citizens 

in getting:passports to Spain at that time, and because their i 
reason, “to write a book,” might be considered something of a - 
"dodget by the State Department, they desired credentials as 
journalists. BRANSTEN stated that to his knowledge he had never 
had any personal acquaintance with WICK but possibly met him 

at a party in New York City. He advised he had never been em- 
ployed by WICK and was sure he received no payment of any kind 
from him. He stated the letters submitted by WICK were obtained 
through a brother or other relative of WICK's who worked for 
Modern Age Books and were submitted to the State Department to 
establish that he was a news correspondent, thus facilitating 

the amendment of his passport for travel to Spain. BRANSTEN 
advised he knew nothing about WICK except that he was told WICK j. 
was a liberal Republican editor of a small-town Ohio newspaper ~“ | 
and was something of'a disciple of WILLIAM ALL WHITE. BRANSTEN 
further stated he believed WICK expressed: no opi ions, political 
or otherwise, in helping him get a passport to Spain, and he was 
merely being pleasant and doing a favor for his relative and 
hoping, at best, to get an article from STUART or BRANSTEN 

which he could use. 
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the visa of one of the members of his group who had been unable 
to accompany a previous tour to Russia. 


ACTIVITIES OF SUBJECT IN BEHALF OF COMMUNIST WRITERS 
IN 1937 


{ 

The Department of State Passport Office file on JAMES 
L. WICK, also known as JAMES LESTER WICK, contains photostatic 
copies of three letters on the letterhead of the "Niles Daily ; 
Times," Niles, Ohio, signed by JAMES L. WICK, Publisher. One Bae 
letter, dated July 7, 1937, introduces JOHNXSTUART and states Sas! 
STUART is going to Spain and has been commissioned to write 
news and feature stories on the war in Spain. A similar letter, 
dated August 2, 1937, addressed to aye Passport Office, Depart- FRE es 

- 


ment of State, reflects that RICHARD\BRANSTEN is a regularly-em-*"<7, 
ployed news correspondent of the "Niles Daily Times" and has AP 
been assigned to Spain along with Mr. HARRYWINEGAR. This let- : 
ter requests that the passports of BRANST nd WINEGAR be 
stamped valid for travel in Spain. . 


A similar undated letter, addressed to the passport 
agent at New York City, states that RICHARD BRANSTEN and HARRY 
WINEGAR are regularly-employed news correspondents of the "Niles 
Daily Times" and are on an assignment to Spain with salary and 
expenses paid. 


The Passport Office file also contains photostatic 
copies of two telegrams from JAMES L. WICK to b6 
(formerly Chief.of the Passport Office). One telegram, dated b7C 
August 9, 1937,.“vigorously" protests the denial of a passport 
valid for travel to Spain for RICHARD BRANSTEN, who is described 
therein as “our regularly-employed correspondent of the Niles 
Daily Times! and. Mahoning Valley Newspapers." This telegram 
states BRANSTEN’ and WINEGAR are jointly assigned to Spain with 
all expenses paid and further states that refusal to grant the 
passport results in discrimination against small newspapers. 


A similar telegram, dated August 16, 1937, protested 
the refusal of the Passport Office to remove a restriction 
stamp from RICHARD BRANSTEN's passport and advised that RICHARD 
BRANSTEN would discuss the matter with a U. S. Senator in Wash- 
ington. 


A report dated August 10, 1937,,of an interview with 
WICK, conducted by a State Department representative to ascer- 
tain the particulars of the employment of RICHARD BRANSTEN and 
HARRY WINEGAR, reflects WICK stated he recently came to New York 
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Gaer testified 4~2-54, before Executive Session, Jenner | 
Committee. Committee, in furnishing testimony to Bureau, advised AN 
Dd 


‘Nj that Gaer committed perjury and requested that. names and addresses 
‘ of witnesses who could establish this be furnished to Committee. 
Gaer, presently a free-lance writer, testified that he was born 18h, 


¢ “ XS Bessarabia, fussia; entered US in 1916; employed Federal Writers “ft 
m BBY Project; WPA, 1985-39; National Democratic Committee, 1940; Farm &Q 
Aa % Security Adninistration, date not given; organizing private papers \ 
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Management (OEM), ‘opened 12-23-43, and discontinued 2-8-44, afte 
completion of investigation. Reports furnished to OEM as receiv 
summary furnished Civil Service Commission (CSC) on 3-1-44. Gaer 
subject of closed Security Matter investigation (100-108204). 
Presently maintained on Security Index. Reports furnished Depart-~ 
ment. ONT (thetr sources not known to Bureau) has reported Gaer 
as being @ reputed Communist Party member and as being connected 
with the Communist Party in California, no date given. A source . 
of unknown reliability advised the Dies Committee in 1943 that 
3 Gaer was a Communist Party member. Gaer has_been member of 

ee ‘Washington Committee for Democratic eaten? achti een Book Shop 
ye \v ssociation nd Voice of Freedon Committee, all cited by Attorney 
ob i General. His testimony furnished no new information to the Bureau. 
Review of Bufiles failed to reflect any information that could be 
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Memo to Mr. Boardman 


JOSEPH GAER, was 
from 


The "Daily Worker," east coast Communist newspaper, 
May 28, 1948, carried an advertisement captioned "Culture Against 
the. War Makers," of a@ rally to be held June 3, 1948, at the 
Manhattan Center, New York City. The rally was described as a 
"Masses and Mainstrean"” rally and featured Paul Robeson as 
principal speaker. Gaer was listed as being at the speaker's 
table. 


"Masses and Mainstream" was cited by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Report No. 19538, as the 
successor to “New Masses," a Communist magazine. 


OTHER ACTIVITIES : 


An informant of known reliability advised that on 
November 15, 1945,Louise Branstém nentioned that the Gaers 
had been the individuals who tntroduced her and her husband 
to the left-wing movement in California. She also mentioned 
that Gaer had introduced them to the Committee for the Defense 
of Political Prisoners. (Microphone surveillance on Louise 
Rosenberg Bransten, 5th Avenue Hotel, New York City, discontinued 
December 29, 1945) ) } 

An informant of known reliability, no date given, 
advised that a meeting was held at the Pennsylvania (now the 
Statler) Hotel, Washington, D. C., for the purpose of discussing 
the proposed constitution of the Council for the Advancement of 
the Americas. The conference was described as @ Communist front 
by the informant. Gaer was listed as a@ sponsor, along with 

Louis Adamic, Paul Robeson, and Ferdinand Smith, 


Q@11 weli-known sympathizers o Communist Party, 

according to the infornant. » active, paid) 
The firm of Boni-Gaer was regarded by an informant 

of known reliability as the New York firm most sympathetic to 


Communtst authors. (Technical surveillance, Ben's Luncheonette, 
New York City, discontinued, November 11, 1950) 
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1935-39; National Democratic Committee, 1940; Farm Security 
Administration, date not given; organizing the private papers 
of Henry Morgenthau, Jr., former Secretary of the Treasury, and 
Henry Morgenthau, Sr., 1940-41; Treasury Department, 1941-44; 
CIO Political Action Committee, date not given, Boni-~Gaer 
Publishing Firm, date not given; presently employed as free- 
lance writer. He stated that he presently resides in Santa 
Monica, California. 


Gaer dented present or past Communist Party membership, 
but admitted that in 1928 he wrote a story that appeared in 
"New Masses." He admitted knowing John Abt, Nathan G. Silvermaster, 
Richard and Louise Bransten, and Harry Dexter White. All of the 
above persons have been described as Communists, and with the 
exception of the Branstens, all.of them were named by Llizabeth 
Bentley as being members of a Soviet espionage ring. Gaer also 
admitted that he is a close friend of Silvermaster and has visited 
tn Silvermaster's home in Washington, D, C. He stated that the 
Silvermaster home contained photographic equipment in the basement. 


Gaer also admitted to the Committee that his former 
firm, Boni-Gaer had published some pro-Communist books. He 
stated that Abraham Isserman, one of the attorneys for the eleven 
convicted Communists in New York, had been secretary of the firme 
Gaer explained this by saying that Isserman had taken stock in 
the firm as payment for organizing it. 


Gaer denied membership in the National Committee for 
the Defense of Political Prisoners, although the Committee had 
a letterhead of that organization showing his membership; denied 
being sponsor of @ rally held on June 18, 1948, under the auspices 


‘of “Masses and Mainstream," although the “Daily Worker," east 


coast Communist newspaper, April 29, 1949, had him listed as a 
Sponsor; and could not recall being a member or sponsor of the 
Scientifie and Cultural Conference for World Peace. 

Gaer's testimony furnished no new information to the 
Bufeau. 
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. +10 advised thet a report had-been received from 
an extremely delicste source in paren: 1952, indicating 


that BLAKE was quite well- b6 
Perty whose dutics include b7C 
ly person may also have been interested in b7D 
4 J 
. ARE 7 
T-11, of known veld abil advised at WILLIAM: 


LECH was. born on July 28, 1 oh at St. Louis, Missomiie. 
generelly known, howevor,. by--the names WILLIAM JiMES 
BLAKE and’ 1 WEEDIAM BLAKE. ‘BLAKE advised informent thet since 
1917 he ‘Hes beon sett employed as en author on history and 
economics. ; : 


. T- -12, of known reliability, furnished the Dor LOw Ane 
information regarding BLAKE: . 

He was a membor of the editorial steff of: "New 
Masses" in 1940 and wes Chairmen of the Public Defense Rally 
held for the benefit: of "New Masses"; February 1940. 


Tho "New Masses", according to it topney- General 
FRANCIS BIDDLE, Congressionel Record, Scaptember 2h, 19h2, 
Page 7688, is ce stegorized as a Communist periodical. 


The Specical Committee on Un-American Activities, | 
Report, March 29, 19h, Peges 48 and 75; Report, Jenurry 3, 
1939, Page 80; and Report, June 25, 192, Pages. and 21,. 
described "New Masses" os a "nationally circulated weekly 
journal of the Communist Party---whose ownership was vested 
in the American Fund for Public Service". 


; T-12 advised that BLAKE Stvnendeea: in eae forum 
entitled "Interpretation Pleese", which was held in Webstor 
fall, 119 East 11th Street, New. York Mae on November 14, 190, 
under the sponsorship of "New Massegi The experts consisted 


‘of WILLIAM BLAKE, & JOSEP b6 
“Morano in, end. The interlocutor wes _BRUCE b7c 
SEINTON » ment.loned above y T-10. oe 


A. B. MAGIL and JOSEPH STAROBIN, mentioned boxe. 
were the editor and foreign cditor of "New Masses", respec- 
tively. STAROBIN subsequently became a foreign editor for: 
the "Daily Worker" and is prosentlythe Peris editor of that: 
peper. 
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Germany were a ‘tertain’ and his wife, 
" who sre not further iden ted. se reports, els 
BLAKE as a close contact of IGHARE RANSTON, - gument 
identifies BRANSTON es.s2 friend of NATHAN, GREGORFIETEVERMASTER, 6 
end he was known under the neme of PRUCEXMINTON Yin Communist bic 
publications. Informant advised that? a RANSTON 
lived at the same address for a short while in May of 1919. 
Their contact, informant continues, -is of'. some interest in 
the light of the expulsion of BRANSTON from the Communist. 
erty in 1946. ‘he source also mentioned on individual nemed 


who was. contemplating returning to the United States 
em th BRANSTON at thet time. At this time BLAKE was writing 
ae novel called "Alexander" ‘and another book called "Tha: 
Ange1" » and was hoving’ to return again behind the Iron Curtain. 
He had been relying on en acqusintance emed WEISSKOPF to find 
him a job in Czechoslovakia, but WETSSKOPF was mede Czech 
qunene Gor to Peking, so his hope fell” through e 


' he following. ia a resume of the dates of BLAKE's 
eeatduee: in Englands 


c—————-- —— - 
! 


“September 1928 to October 1932 
Octobor 1936 to March 1937 
“April 1937 to September 19,7 
May 1949 to February 1950 
‘Merch 1950 to august 1950 
December 1951 to February 1952 


‘He lest returned on September 1953, 


BLAKE has on various occasions described himself. 
as a merchant, author, botanist and former General. 


Informant advised that PLAKE has been in touch, at 
leest since November 1950, with «‘firm nemed Pesrn, Pollinger 


and Righam of 39-0 Bedford Street, W.C. Someone conhscted 
with this firm is also currently’ in touch with 

The firm wes also corresponding in June 1942 with’ 

Censorship sh g wrote on one occasion tel ae, ge 


firm yest’ the were. intorested in "Dawn Breaks" 


S. CcXWEISSKOPF. According to ApSOMmAULs this may nonce ivenis 
be RVAKE's Czech friend. . a 
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SYNOPSIS OF cia Results of interviews with JOHN PARKE, Middletown, 


Conn.e, JAMES ALLEN CARPENTER, Simsbury, Conne3 
JOSEPH STEIN, Waterbury, Conns, WILLIAM W. GOODMAN, 
‘Danbury, Conne, and ROBBINS W. BARSTOW, Jre, Niantic, 
Conne, all fellow students of REMINGTON at Dartmouth 
mset forthe PARKE in signed statenent states it was 
common knowledge among his circle at Dartmouth that 
REMINGTON was member of YCL 1936-39. CARPENTER in 
wo -Osigned statement states he considered REMINGTON to 
Pere have been very radical in that REMINGTON's ideas on. 
HO politics differed from his and many others. CARPENTER 
recalled REMINGTON statéd our government is out-moded 
sed on profit system .and we are, therefore, chasing 
a bygones STHIN advised. REMINGTON was: in left wing 
group at Dartmouth, by which he meant a member of the . 
American Student Union, a New Dealer" and pro=-Roosevelte 
GOODMAN advised he considered REMINGTON. a "middle of the 
roader", between left and righte BARSTOW, in signed: 
statement, stated that based on discussions he had with 
REMINGTON at Dartmouth, 1937—38, he knew REMINGTON to 
be at least part of the time a Communist sympathizer 


and supportere BARSTOW testified before Senate Committee eid 


inquiring into REMINGTON's loyalty at Washington, De Ce “ 
8/7/48 reading from notebook containing notes made by 

him as a result of discussions had by him with REMINGTON 
while both were students at Dartmouth. BARSTOW reinterviewed 


and upon examining photostatic copy of his notebook waa: REED ok 


able to recall in further detail any of the statements¥rap: Begy 
or views expressed by REMINGTON. “ER mation concerning . ell 
BRUGE MINTON set forthe El okememrneen BIN 
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IDENTITY OF TEMPORARY INFORMANTS 


Confidential Informants mentioned in the report of sal b6 
dated 6/19/50 at New Haven, Connecticut, in the case of bic 


"WILLIAM REMINGTON, wa 3111 " 


T7: 


TE 


femr-st, POX 
who furnished information to SA {fs b6 
' b7c 


WE E who furnished information to 
fs) on 2/2/Ube ; 


An anonymous source identified as Informant Tl in 
the report of SA dated )/22/hh at 
Washington, De Ce, in the case captioned, "RICHARD 
BRANSTEN, wa - Internal Security-C", Tl is 
described as a confidential source known to the 
Bureau, through whom the Baltimore Division 
obtained the information. 


An anonymous source through which information 
was obtained by the Los Angeles Division on 
1/16/h5 and set forth in the report of SA FRED G. 
DUPUIS dated 3/31/L5 at Los Angeles in the case 
entitled, "RICHARD BRANSTEN, wa - IS-c" 
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MRS eat a seen NEON 
that that (BRUCE? TINTON and wife, RUTH ‘MC KENNEY, ‘transferred from Branch H of 
the Northwest st ‘Section of the Los “Angéelés” ‘County Communist Political Associa- 
" tion to the 39th Assembly District Communist Political Association Group “""~ 
“ABOWE March of 19h)56 Informant T-7 advised ‘that MINTON's 19h) Communist. ae 
Political Association Membership Card was Noe 22h, and that the Commins PERCH Bar 
Political Association membership held by his. wife » RUTH MC ‘KENNEY during #4 


194 was Nos W225. 


New Haven Confidential Informant T-8, of ‘known reliability, advised that 
during 1945, RICHARD BRANSTEN was in frequent contact with known Communist 
Party officials in the State of Connecticut, and attended various Communist 
Party Begs as Connecticuts , * 


Under date of September 13, 1946, the New York Times carried a news item 
captioned, "Two Writers Ousted by Communist Party". The news article read 
in pare as follows: 


ORUTH MeKENNEY, author of 'My Sister Eileen’, and her husband, 
RICHARD BRANSTEN, who under the name of BRUCE MINTON was formerly 
Washington dotrespondent of the New Masses, have been expelled from 
the Communist Party for conducting a factional struggle against the 
party: line and its national uni 2. The Daily Worker disclosed 
yesterday «/ x me 

Le 
"The Dail: ere. to which Miss McKENNEY contributed as recently 
as last April, charged that. after the recent meeting of the national 
committee | of, ‘the Communist Party 'BRUCE MINTON and RUTH McKENNEY issued 
an ‘anti-party : ‘ddcument attacking the basic line, of the party and 
slandering, its. tiles ae " 
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_ REFERRED: UPON. COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
ENCLOSURES. FOR THE BUREAU 
3 photostatic copied of ‘three pages from notebook of ROBBINS W. BARSTOW, Jre 
ENCLOSURES FOR THE NEW YORK OFFICE . 
3 photostatic cope of above three pages from notebook of ROBBINS W. BARSTOWe 


ENCLOSURE FOR THE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE te 
1 photostatic copy | ce three pages exon notebook of ROBBINS W + BARSTOW, . dre 


ao 


~L7+ 


Y . t 
. ‘ . + 
- H 


x 


. "TI have read the above statement consisting of 5 pagés 
& to the best of my belief & recollection it is true and 
complete. 


/s/ Robbins We Bavstow). Ire 


Witnessed 


Mr. BARSTOW stated that he was still unable to recall whether or not 

he himself had been a member of the American Student Union at Dartmouth. 
He did state that he had attended several meetings of that organizatione 
He further stated that he was not certain that REMINGTON was an actual 
member of the American Student Union but did state that he knew REMINGON 
to have been active in the American Student Union at Dartmouth. He 
stated that he felt that records at Dartmouth College should reflect 
whether or not REMINGTON and himself had actually been members of: the 
American Student Unione 


The American Student Union was cited as a Communist front by the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities of the House oF Representatives on 
March 29, 19h, 


Photostatic copies of those pages of BARSTOW's notebook which contained ° 
pertinent notations regarding REMINGTON's Toye: ty are attached as exhibits 
to this reports 


BRUCEMMINTON 


Same eva rt ETE TNC TMT EY ETCH IO, 


During an_interview with representatives of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation, ET . AMIINGTON, made BS 
reference to MINTON. a se b7C 


RICHARDSBRANSTEN is also known as RICHARDYBRANSTON, RICHARDYBRANDSTRIN, 
RICHARDMBRANDENS sTEINe BRANSTEN is a noted author and playwright who uses 
the pen hame of BRUCE MINTON. 


New Haven Confidential Informant T5, of known reliability, advised that 
during 193, RICHARD BRANSTEN held Communist Party Membership. Book..Noe A 
375195 reflecting membership in the “Gommunist Party in the District of PR 
‘Céltitibia, under: his pen name of BRUCE MINTON. 


New Haven Confidential Informant T6, of known reliability, advised that the 
name of BRUCE MINTON appeared on a scroll presented to WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, 
National Chairman of the Conmunist Party, at a meeting held in FOSTER's 
honor in Baltimore, Maryland, on December 3 i? 1943. Informant T6 advised 
that the place of the meeting was unknown e/ ft 


New Haven Gonfidential Informant T7, of known reliability, advised,’ 
; / 
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